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PROGRAM NOTE

Memories of Xiaoxiang for Alto Saxophone and Electronically
Transformed Sounds (2003)

XIAOXIANG REFERS TO THE REGION in Hunan Province, Chi-
na where the rivers Xiao and Xiang intersect. A tragic event took
place in that region during the Chinese Cultural Revolution: a wom-
an’s husband was killed by a local official. Without the means to
seek justice, she decided to take revenge on the official by wailing
like a ghost in the forest behind the official’s residence every eve-
ning. Months later, both the official and the woman went insane.
My friend, the Chinese composer Mo Wu-ping (1958-1993) once
planned to compose an opera based on this story. However, he
only finished the overture before he died of cancer at age 34. | com-
posed Peking Opera Soliloquy for alto saxophone in his memory in
1994. In the summer of 2002, | met with his family in Beijing and
heard more descriptions of his unfinished project. The story still
deeply disturbs me, as | continue to be moved by the power of his
soul. | decided to revisit pieces of these memories in this project for
electronics and saxophone. In this piece, | use some of the materi-
als from my earlier saxophone composition, Mo Wu-ping’s singing,
as well as materials related to that part of the region (including field
recordings of the Yao minority people and excerpts from the an-
cient Chinese zither composition Water and Mist over Xiaoxiang).
It is the woman’s search for her husband, my friend Mo Wu-ping’s
search for her, and my search for him---we are all searching for
memories of realities, fragments of truths in this broken, fractured
and scattered soundscape. --LE/ LIANG

Memories of Xiaoxiang was written for and premiered by Chien-
kwan Lin in July 2003 at the 13th World Saxophone Congress in
Minneapolis, MN.
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PROGRAM

Chaconne from Partita No. 2 in D Minor for Solo Violin, BWV 1004
J.S. Bach (1685-1750)
trans. Chien-Kwan Lin

Memories of Xiaoxiang
Lei Liang (b. 1972)

INTERMISSION

Sonata in A Major
Cesar Franck (1822-1890)
trans. Chien-Kwan Lin

I: Allegretto ben moderato
[I: Allegro

lll: Recitative-Fantasia

IV: Allegretto poco mosso

Pi-Lin Ni, piano






