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 The LCR Coalition filed a motion for partial summary judgment seeking a ruling that the 

Hopi Tribe has no water rights with a time immemorial priority date outside Land Management 

District 6 and no water rights with a time immemorial priority date within Land Management 

District 6 for water uses that are not aboriginal uses defined as those uses that predate the issuance 

of the Executive Order of December 16, 1882 (“1882 Executive Order”) for a “long time” 

corresponding to the establishment of aboriginal title.  LCR Coalition’s Motion for Partial 

Summary Judgment on the Hopi Tribe’s Claim to Immemorial Priority, filed December 20, 2019 

(“Motion I”).    It filed a second motion for partial summary judgment that the Hopi Tribe and the 

United States are not entitled to federal reserved rights for water to support a power plant on the 

Hopi Tribe scaled to generate power to be sold outside the Hopi Reservation.   LCR Coalition’s 

Motion for Partial Summary Judgment Regarding the Hopi Tribe’s and United States’ Claims to 

Water for Generation of Electrical Power on the Hopi Reservation for Use Outside the Hopi 

Reservation, filed December 20, 2020. (“Motion II”).  Arizona State Land Department and the 

City of Flagstaff joined Motion I and Motion II and Salt River Project Agricultural Improvement 

and Power District and Salt River Valley Water Users’ Association joined in Motion I. 

 

I. Motion I - Immemorial Priority 

The Hopi Tribe has no aboriginal water rights to the use of water outside Land 

Management District 6.  Special Master’s Priority Report, Conclusions of Law No. 3 at 19, No. 6 

at 24, Nos. 7 and 8 at 26-27, accepted (with Conclusion of Law no. 6 accepted as modified), Jan. 

25, 2016 Minute Entry at 2, reconsideration denied, Order Denying Reconsideration at 5 
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