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Overall, 44,892 students from 382 public and private schools participated in the 2015 survey.
LAST TWO DECADES OF ALCOHOL, CIGARETTE, AND ILLICIT DRUG USE*

TEENS ARE MORE LIKELY TO USE 
E-CIGARETTES THAN CIGARETTES
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35.3% OF 12TH GRADERS

21.5% OF 10TH GRADERS

9.7% OF 8TH GRADERS

11.4% OF 12TH GRADERS

6.3% OF 10TH GRADERS

3.6% OF 8TH GRADERS

23.6% OF 12TH GRADERS

16.5% OF 10TH GRADERS

8.1% OF 8TH GRADERS

Illicit drugsCigarettesAlcohol

* The percentage of 12th graders 
who have used these drugs in 
the past year. 
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Across all grades, past-year use of inhalants, heroin, 
methamphetamine, alcohol, cigarettes, and synthetic 
cannabinoids are at their lowest by many measures.

STUDENTS REPORT LOWEST RATES 
SINCE START OF THE SURVEY

WWW.DRUGABUSE.GOV

PRESCRIPTION/OVER-THE-COUNTER VS. ILLICIT DRUGS*

68.1% of high school seniors do not view regular marijuana smoking  
as harmful but 71% say they disapprove of regular marijuana smoking.
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MONITORING THE
FUTURE 2015

Monitoring the Future is an annual survey of 8th, 10th, and 12th graders conducted by researchers at the 

University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, under a grant from the National Institute on Drug Abuse, part of the 

National Institutes of Health. Since 1975, the survey has measured drug, alcohol, and cigarette use and 

related attitudes in 12th graders nationwide. Eighth and 10th graders were added to the survey in 1991.
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Synthetics

Heroin use has also decreased 
over the past 5 years and is at  
the lowest rate since the MTF 
survey began.
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64.7% of 12th graders reported 
vaporizing “just flavoring” in their  
last e-cigarette; some didn’t know  
what they inhaled. E-cigs are 
unregulated so flavored liquid  
might actually contain nicotine.
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Despite the ongoing 
opioid overdose 

epidemic, past-year 
use of opioids 

other than heroin 
has decreased 

significantly each 
year over the past 
5 years among the 

nation’s teens. 


