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Memorandum 

To: Members of the Commission on Government Forecasting and Accountability 

CC: Senators Luechtefeld, J. Jones, Forby; Representatives Bost, Phelps, Costello, Cavaletto 

From: Department of Juvenile Justice Director Arthur Bishop 

Date: 10/19/2011 

Re: Answers to the Commission’s questions regarding IYC Murphysboro  

Thank you again for your time last Tuesday at the community hearing in Murphysboro. We have 
outlined your requested follow-up information below. As always, do not hesitate to contact me 
directly at 312-814-0085 if you have any additional questions. I look forward to our continued 
partnership to transform the Illinois Department of Juvenile Justice.  

• What are the anticipated capital needs at Pere Marquette for the next five to ten years? 

  Capital Bond Projects requested:  
  1. Boiler replacement Admin. / School       $118,000 

2. Resurface Roads / parking / sidewalks  $780,000 
3. Install Central Air in Dietary                   $86,000 

 

• What is the estimated cost of maintaining Murphysboro while empty?  

The estimated annual cost of maintaining Murphysboro are between $50,000 and $75,000 
per year (assumes 20% of utilities and other ancillary costs associated with maintaining the 
property). That said, based on the comments made by the Office of Management and Budget 
at the hearing, we anticipate the facility may not be vacant for a significant period of time.  

• How was the southern region defined? 

Youth from the following counties were included in the population defined as the southern 
region: Alexander, Clay, Clinton, Edwards, Franklin, Gallatin, Hamilton, Hardin, Jackson, 
Jefferson, Johnson, Lawrence, Marion, Massac, Monroe, Perry, Pope,   Pulaski, Randolph, 
Richland, Saline, Union, Wabash, Washington, Wayne, White, Williamson 
 

• What is the cost per youth in FY11 at Pere Marquette? 
$250,873  (Pere Marquette averaged 15 female youth during FY11). Given conversion to 
male facility and plans to more than double the population at Pere Marquette, the cost per 
youth should be cut by more than half due to greater economies of scale.  

 
• Cost per youth in FY11 at Murphysboro  

$146,368 (Murphysboro averaged 56 male youth during FY11)  
 
• Average cost per youth in FY11 statewide - $88,000 
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