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Compensating Patients for Inadequate 
Network Access in Mississippi

• A new regulation in the State of Mississippi would require payers to 
reimburse travel costs for patients who must travel 100 miles or more to 
access an in-network provider.

• New regulations require an Economic Impact Statement (EIS) that provides 
an estimate of the economic costs of the new regulation.

• The CIPR was requested by the Mississippi Department of Insurance to 
prepare an estimate of the costs to insurers of the new regulation (or 
benefits to policyholders) to be used in the regulation’s EIS.
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Claims Data
(190,371 members)

Network 
Provider List
(75 specialties)

NPI

(visits per provider)
(3.9M unique visits)
(17,375 providers)

(visits per specialty)

9-Digit Zip Code
(81,760 Zip Codes)
Share of Members in 
Zip x Visits/Specialty

e.g., Primary Care
Claims = 1,471,832
≈ 7.7 visits/member
Range: 7.7 to 12,772

Travel Distance
Zip Code Centroid to

Closest in-Network
Provider

≥ 100 
mi.?

Yes Calculate Travel 
Costs
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Elimination of Member 
Zip Codes

Example:
Allergy & Immunology 35-mile

buffer

Eliminated
Zip Codes

Retained
Zip Codes
(23,314)

Provider
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Provider 1 Provider 2 ⋯ Provider n
Zip 1 GZ1, GP1 GZ1, GP2 ⋯ GZ1, GPn

Zip 2 GZ2, GP1 GZ2, GP2 ⋯ GZ2, GPn

⁝ ⁝ ⁝ ⋱ ⁝
Zip m GZm, GP1 GZm, GP2 ⋯ GZm, GPn

Provider 1 Provider 2 ⋯ Provider n
Zip 1 d11 d12 ⋯ d1n

Zip 2 d21 d22 ⋯ d2n

⁝ ⁝ ⁝ ⋱ ⁝
Zip m dm1 dm2 ⋯ dmn
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Geographic
Coordinates
for Zip Code m

Geographic
Coordinates
for Provider 1

Travel Distance 
Between Zip 
Code 1 and 
Provider n

12+ million travel distance calculations



B
y 

Sp
ec

ia
lt

y

Specialty Reimb. 
Visits

Reimb.
(%)

Reimb.
($)

Allergy & 
Immunology 1,057 1.8% $117,845

Reproductive 
Endocrinology 139 37.7% $20,628

TOTAL 9,769 0.3% $1,256,882
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Policy Research Manager
Center for Insurance Policy & Research
National Association of Insurance Commissioners
1100 Walnut Street | Suite 1000
Kansas City, MO 64106
kedmiston@naic.org
(816) 783-8067 [Office]
(816) 206-5147 [Mobile]

mailto:kedmiston@naic.org

	CIPR Network Adequacy Project��Compensation of Travel Costs for In-Network Care in�Mississippi
	Compensating Patients for Inadequate �Network Access in Mississippi
	Slide Number 3
	Slide Number 4
	Slide Number 5
	Slide Number 6
	Contact Information

