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Module 2 - 13 June 2024

A Collaboration of the Swiss Government,
UNITAR and UN DESA

Accelerating Action for the Sustainable
Development Goals

Training Series in preparation for the General Assembly’s 2024 Quadrennial Comprehensive
Policy Review (QCPR) of Operational Activities for Development of the United Nations system

21 May - 02 October 2024

Link to 2024
QCPR Training
Series materials:
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United Nations Institute for Training and Research (UNITAR)

UNITAR is the principal training arm of the UN system headquartered in Geneva with Offices in
New York, Hiroshima and Port Harcourt. The office has been developing trainings for 2nd
Committee delegates related to the operation activities of developmentin 2012, 2016, 2020 and
is in the process of 2024 preparation. UNITAR operates with a vision of providing knowledge “on
the UN, by the UN and for the UN”. It develops and delivers an average of 30 courses annually to
thousands of members of the international community — diplomats, UN staff, the members of civil
society (including NGOs) and the private sector. Its courses focus on: 1) developing technical
knowledge of the UN system and its functioning; 2) building skills that are specific to multilateral
diplomacy; and 3) exchanging information and research in the form of Conferences (or series of
Conferences) on areas of topical and immediate interest to negotiators at the UN. QCPR is a
successful collaboration between the Permanent Mission of Switzerland to the UN, United
Nations Institute for Training and Research (UNITAR), and the United Nations Department of
Economic and Social Affairs (UN DESA).

United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs (UN DESA)

UN DESA is avitalinterface between global policies and national action in the economic, social
and environmental spheres. Guided by the universal and transformative 2030 Agenda for
Sustainable Development and other global agreements, UN DESA responds to the needs and
priorities of the global community, whether by organizing major UN conferences, supporting
intergovernmental bodies, taking the pulse of the latest socioeconomic trends, publishing
cutting-edge analyses or helping countries develop capacity. DESA provides the trusted data that
governments use to make decisions about the future, brings the global community together to
find common solutions to the world’s most pressing problems and helps countries translate their
global commitments into national action in the economic, social and environmental spheres.
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Module 2

Date Thursday, 13 June 2024

Theme Scaling up UNDS support for countries to achieve the SDGs

Objective In the light of significant global changes since the current QCPR resolution was
adopted in 2020, including compounding crises of climate, the COVID-19 pandemic
and geopolitical tensions, this module will examine the areas in need of continued
focus maximize the benefits and impacts of the repositioned UN development
system and the revitalized Resident Coordinator system. This module will highlight
the results of the reform measures in practice and examine the essential steps
needed to accelerate progress towards achieving the SDGs in countries. The first
panel will center on harnessing the support of the UN development system across
global, regional, and country levels, to facilitate key transitions while delivering on
the promise to leave no one behind. The second panel will focus on the progress of
and challenges for UN country team leadership, tailoring configuration, and the
reform of business operations to maximize the contribution of the UN system to
achieving sustainable development.

10:00 am - Opening remarks
10:05 am e H.E. Mr. Marco Suazo, Head of Office, UNITAR New York Office

10:05 am -

Panel: Leveraging global, regional and national assets to provide country-
11:25 am

specific support to accelerate SDG implementation and leave no one behind

Panelists
e Mr. Gonzalo Pizarro, Chief of Policy, Policy and Programme Branch, DCO
e Ms. Yera Ortiz De Urbina Rodriguez, Deputy Director, Regional
Commissions, New York Office
e Ms. Isabella Marras, Senior Programme Management Officer, Interagency
Affairs in the UNEP, New York Office

Moderated by:
e Mr. Shantanu Mukherjee, Director, Economic Analysis and Policy Division
(EAPD), UN DESA

Q&A
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11:25am - Panel: Optimizing Efficiency and Impact: Enhancing the UN Development
12:50 pm System’s Configurations

Panelists

e Ms. Sonja Leighton-Kone, Deputy Executive Director, UNOPS & Co-Chair,
UNSDG Business Innovation Group

e Mr. lan McFarlane, Director, Division for Communications and Strategic
Partnerships, UNFPA

e Mr. Stephen Jackson, Resident Coordinator in Kenya

Moderated by:
e Ms. Helena Fraser, Director, Policy and Programming Branch, DCO

Q&A

12:50pm - Closing remarks by Moderator
1:00pm
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QCPR TRAINING SERIES

Module 1: Navigating the Future: Context and priorities for the QCPR

This training module will introduce the Quadrennial Comprehensive Policy Review (QCPR) of operational activities
for development of the United Nations system (UNDS), including the enhanced role of the resident coordinator
system and other elements of the recently concluded repositioning exercise. It will provide the context for the
QCPR and give an overview of the changes made by the UN development system in the last QCPR cycle. The
module will also discuss priority areas for the 2024 QCPR and how the UN system is scaling up support for SDG
acceleration, including through the implementation of the 2023 SDG Summit Political declaration, focusing on six
key transition areas: (1) food systems transformation; (2) energy transitions and access; (3) digital connectivity;
(4) education and skills gaps; (5) decent jobs and social protection including healthcare; and (6) triple planetary
crisis: climate change, biodiversity loss and pollution.

Module 2: Scaling up UNDS support for countries to achieve the SDGs

In the light of significant global changes since the current QCPR resolution was adopted in 2020, including
compounding crises of climate, the COVID-19 pandemic and geopolitical tensions, this module will examine the
areas in need of continued focus maximize the benefits and impacts of the repositioned UN development system
and the revitalized Resident Coordinator system. This module will highlight the results of the reform measures in
practice and examine the essential steps needed to accelerate progress towards achieving the SDGs in countries.
The first panel will center on harnessing the support of the UN development system across global, regional, and
country levels, to facilitate key transitions while delivering on the promise to leave no one behind. The second
panel will focus on the progress of and challenges for UN country team leadership, tailoring configuration, and
the reform of business operations to maximize the contribution of the UN system to achieving sustainable
development.

Module 3: Funding UN operational activities for development and financing the SDGs
This module will delve into critical aspects of the funding for UN operational activities for development and
financing the achievement of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). The scene is set by outlining the insights
and outcomes provided during this 2024 ECOSOC operational activities for development segment (OAS) and its
implications for the 2024 QCPR. The module will present an overview of system-wide funding trends and the
renewed Funding Compact. This conversation will deepen participants’ technical understanding of the structures
of different funds, as well as conditions around the funding. Additionally, participants will discuss how
collaboration with International Financial Institutions (IFls) and multilateral development banks (MDBs) can be
further leveraged to bolster financing and coordinate activities in support of SDG acceleration. Looking ahead to
2028, participants will explore what is needed to finance significant SDG acceleration and ensure sustainable
funding patterns.

Module 4: Looking forward to the 2024 QCPR

The final module of the UNITAR QCPR training series for delegates provides an overview of key highlights from
previous modules and outlines the pathway to the 2024 QCPR. In this context, it will present a concise overview
of the key outcomes of the recent Summit of the Future, the 2024 Financing for Development Forum (FFD) and
the High-Level Political Forum on Sustainable Development (HLPF), elucidating the implications for the 2024
QCPR. Moreover, this module will delve into the lessons learned from the 2020 QCPR negotiations, drawing upon
the experiences from the 2020 QCPR negotiation process. Additionally, Assistant Secretary-General and
Director of the Development Coordination Office will share valuable perspectives derived from the
implementation of the QCPR 2020, along with recommendations aimed at strengthening the system in the
future. Finally, there will be an update provided by the drafters of the 2024 QCPR on the status of preparation.
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2024 QCPR TRAINING SERIES:

Accelerating Action for the
Sustainable Development Goals

21 May - 02 October 2024
UNHQ & Webcast

Module 1: 21 May

Navigating the Future: Context and priorities for the QCPR

Module 2: 13 June
Scaling up UNDS support for countries to achieve the SDGs

Module 3: 20 June

Funding UN operational activities for development and Financing the SDGs

Module 4: 02 October
Looking forward to the 2024 QCPR

For inquiries, contact celia.saada@unitar.org or graysen.airth@unitar.org
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