Small food producers as agents of change for sustainable development - Article on FAO.org

The impact that small food producers and family farmers can make as "change agents for
sustainable agriculture and food systems" was the subject of a Biovision and Millennium
Institute co-hosted side event during the UN High Level Political Forum (HLPF) on Sustainable
Development on Tuesday 1 July in New York.

Organized together with the governments of the Philippines and Brazil, the Rome-based Agencies
FAO, IFAD and WFP, and civil society organizations Institute for Advanced Sustainability Studies
(IASS) and World Animal Protection, the side event explored how empowering family farmers and
small food producers pastoralists can have a catalytic effect on achieving sustainable development.

"A shift to sustainable agriculture and food systems will benefit his country, in particular the large
population of small-scale producers that are involved in rice production, the main staple food for
Liberians”, explained Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs of Liberia, H.E. Sylvester Grigsby. He
continued to explain that “a stable production of rice will help to avoid disturbances, in particular when
food prices rise due to a shortage in supply.”

http://www.biovision.ch/en/news/details/article/small-food-producers-as-agents-of-change-for-

sustainable-development-article-on-faoorg/
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