


Title 24.2 - Elections

Chapter 1 - GENERAL PROVISIONS AND ADMINISTRATION

Article 1 - APPLICABILITY; DEFINITIONS

§ 24.2-100. Applicability of title.
The provisions of this title shall apply to all elections held in this Commonwealth except as is oth-
erwise provided by general law.

Code 1950, § 24-176; 1970, c. 462, § 24.1-95; 1980, c. 639; 1993, c. 641.

§ 24.2-101. Definitions.
As used in this title, unless the context requires a different meaning:

"Ballot scanner machine" means the electronic counting machine in which a voter inserts a marked
ballot to be scanned and the results tabulated.

"Candidate" means a person who seeks or campaigns for an office of the Commonwealth or one of its
governmental units in a general, primary, or special election and who is qualified to have his name
placed on the ballot for the office. "Candidate" shall include a person who seeks the nomination of a
political party or who, by reason of receiving the nomination of a political party for election to an office,
is referred to as its nominee. For the purposes of Chapters 8 (§ 24.2-800 et seq.), 9.3 (§ 24.2-945 et
seq.), and 9.5 (§ 24.2-955 et seq.), "candidate" shall include any write-in candidate. However, no
write-in candidate who has received less than 15 percent of the votes cast for the office shall be eli-
gible to initiate an election contest pursuant to Article 2 (§ 24.2-803 et seq.) of Chapter 8. For the pur-
poses of Chapters 9.3 (§ 24.2-945 et seq.) and 9.5 (§ 24.2-955 et seq.), "candidate" shall include any
person who raises or spends funds in order to seek or campaign for an office of the Commonwealth,
excluding federal offices, or one of its governmental units in a party nomination process or general,
primary, or special election; and such person shall be considered a candidate until a final report is
filed pursuant to Article 3 (§ 24.2-947 et seq.) of Chapter 9.3.

"Central absentee voter precinct" means a precinct established pursuant to § 24.2-712 for the pro-
cessing of absentee ballots for the county or city or any combination of precincts within the county or
city.

"Constitutional office" or "constitutional officer" means a county or city office or officer referred to in
Article VII, § 4 of the Constitution of Virginia: clerk of the circuit court, attorney for the Commonwealth,
sheriff, commissioner of the revenue, and treasurer.

"Department of Elections" or "Department" means the state agency headed by the Commissioner of
Elections.



"Direct recording electronic machine" or "DRE" means the electronic voting machine on which a voter
touches areas of a computer screen, or uses other control features, to mark a ballot and his vote is
recorded electronically.

"Election" means a general, primary, or special election.

"Election district" means the territory designated by proper authority or by law which is represented by
an official elected by the people, including the Commonwealth, a congressional district, a General
Assembly district, or a district for the election of an official of a county, city, town, or other gov-
ernmental unit.

"Electoral board" or "local electoral board" means a board appointed pursuant to § 24.2-106 to admin-
ister elections for a county or city. The electoral board of the county in which a town or the greater part
of a town is located shall administer the town's elections.

"Entrance of polling place" or "entrance to polling place" means an opening in the wall used for
ingress to a structure.

"General election" means an election held in the Commonwealth on the Tuesday after the first
Monday in November or on the first Tuesday in May for the purpose of filling offices regularly sched-
uled by law to be filled at those times.

"General registrar" means the person appointed by the electoral board of a county or city pursuant to §
24.2-110 to be responsible for all aspects of voter registration, in addition to other duties prescribed by
this title. When performing duties related to the administration of elections, the general registrar is act-
ing in his capacity as the director of elections for the locality in which he serves.

"Machine-readable ballot" means a tangible ballot that is marked by a voter or by a system or device
operated by a voter, is available for verification by the voter at the time the ballot is cast, and is then
fed into and scanned by a separate counting machine capable of reading ballots and tabulating res-
ults.

"Officer of election" means a person appointed by an electoral board pursuant to § 24.2-115 to serve
at a polling place for any election.

"Paper ballot" means a tangible ballot that is marked by a voter and then manually counted.

"Party" or "political party" means an organization of citizens of the Commonwealth which, at either of
the two preceding statewide general elections, received at least 10 percent of the total vote cast for
any statewide office filled in that election. The organization shall have a state central committee and
an office of elected state chairman which have been continually in existence for the six months pre-
ceding the filing of a nominee for any office.

"Person with a disability" means a person with a disability as defined by the Virginians with Dis-
abilities Act (§ 51.5-1 et seq.).



"Polling place" means the structure that contains the one place provided for each precinct at which the
qualified voters who are residents of the precinct may vote.

"Precinct" means the territory designated by the governing body of a county, city, or town to be served
by one polling place.

"Primary" or "primary election" means an election held for the purpose of selecting a candidate to be
the nominee of a political party for election to office.

"Printed ballot" means a tangible ballot that is printed on paper and includes both machine-readable
ballots and paper ballots.

"Qualified voter" means a person who is entitled to vote pursuant to the Constitution of Virginia and
who is (i) 18 years of age on or before the day of the election or qualified pursuant to § 24.2-403 or sub-
section D of § 24.2-544, (ii) a resident of the Commonwealth and of the precinct in which he offers to
vote, and (iii) a registered voter. No person who has been convicted of a felony shall be a qualified
voter unless his civil rights have been restored by the Governor or other appropriate authority. No per-
son adjudicated incapacitated shall be a qualified voter unless his capacity has been reestablished as
provided by law. Whether a signature should be counted towards satisfying the signature requirement
of any petition shall be determined based on the signer of the petition's qualification to vote. For pur-
poses of determining if a signature on a petition shall be included in the count toward meeting the sig-
nature requirements of any petition, "qualified voter" shall include only persons maintained on the
Virginia voter registration system (a) with active status and (b) with inactive status who are qualified to
vote for the office for which the petition was circulated.

"Qualified voter in a town" means a person who is a resident within the corporate boundaries of the
town in which he offers to vote, duly registered in the county of his residence, and otherwise a qual-
ified voter.

"Referendum" means any election held pursuant to law to submit a question to the voters for approval
or rejection.

"Registered voter" means any person who is maintained on the Virginia voter registration system. All
registered voters shall be maintained on the Virginia voter registration system with active status
unless assigned to inactive status by a general registrar in accordance with Chapter 4 (§ 24.2-400 et
seq.). For purposes of applying the precinct size requirements of § 24.2-307, calculating election
machine requirements pursuant to Article 3 (§ 24.2-625 et seq.) of Chapter 6, mailing notices of local
election district, precinct or polling place changes as required by subdivision 13 of § 24.2-114 and §
24.2-306, and determining the number of signatures required for candidate and voter petitions,
"registered voter" shall include only persons maintained on the Virginia voter registration system with
active status. For purposes of determining if a signature on a petition shall be included in the count
toward meeting the signature requirements of any petition, "registered voter" shall include only per-
sons maintained on the Virginia voter registration system (i) with active status and (ii) on inactive
status who are qualified to vote for the office for which the petition was circulated.



"Registration records" means all official records concerning the registration of qualified voters and
shall include all records, lists, applications, and files, whether maintained in books, on cards, on auto-
mated data bases, or by any other legally permitted record-keeping method.

"Residence" or "resident," for all purposes of qualification to register and vote, means and requires
both domicile and a place of abode. To establish domicile, a person must live in a particular locality
with the intention to remain. A place of abode is the physical place where a person dwells.

"Special election" means any election that is held pursuant to law to fill a vacancy in office or to hold a
referendum.

"State Board" or "Board" means the State Board of Elections.

"Virginia voter registration system" or "voter registration system" means the automated central record-
keeping system for all voters registered within the Commonwealth that is maintained as provided in
Article 2 (§ 24.2-404 et seq.) of Chapter 4.

"Voting system" means the electronic voting and counting machines used at elections, including direct
recording electronic machines (DRE), ballot scanner machines, and on-demand ballot printing sys-
tems and ballot marking devices used to manufacture or mark ballots to be cast by voters on electronic
voting and counting machines.

Code 1950, §§ 24-17, 24-18, 24-18.2, 24-22, 24-23, 24-44, 24-136, 24-137, 24-172, 24-346; 1956, c.
378; 1963, Ex. Sess., c. 2; 1964, c. 592; 1970, c. 462, §§ 24.1-1, 24.1-41, 24.1-42, 24.1-93; 1971, Ex.
Sess., cc. 119, 205, 265; 1972, c. 620; 1973, c. 30; 1974, c. 428; 1975, c. 515; 1977, cc. 30, 490; 1978,
c. 778; 1982, c. 650; 1983, c. 461; 1989, c. 322; 1991, 1st Sp. Sess., c. 12; 1993, c. 641; 1996, cc. 72,
73; 1997, c. 801; 1998, c. 866; 2001, c. 719; 2002, c. 487; 2003, c. 1015; 2005, c. 384; 2006, cc. 205,
787, 892; 2007, c. 311; 2008, c. 880; 2009, cc. 865, 870, 874; 2010, c. 707; 2013, cc. 542, 684; 2014,
cc. 540, 576; 2015, c. 740; 2016, cc. 18, 492; 2020, c. 294; 2021, Sp. Sess. I, c. 471; 2022, cc. 125,
126.

§ 24.2-101.01. Certified mail; subsequent mail or notices may be sent by regular mail.
Whenever in this title the State Board is required to send any mail or notice by certified mail and such
mail or notice is sent certified mail, return receipt requested, then any subsequent, identical mail or
notice that is sent by the State Board may be sent by regular mail.

2011, c. 566.

§ 24.2-101.1. Implementation of certain laws; special elections.
All laws enacted at a regular session of the General Assembly shall take effect as provided in § 1-214
except that the implementation of any change to this title shall not become effective for a special elec-
tion held at a time other than a general election if the writ for the special election was issued prior to
the effective date of the law.

2008, c. 366.
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Article 2 - State Board of Elections

§ 24.2-102. Appointment; terms; Commissioner of Elections; prohibited activities.
A. The State Board of Elections is continued and shall consist of five members appointed by the
Governor from the qualified voters of the Commonwealth, subject to confirmation by the General
Assembly. In the appointment of the Board, representation shall be given to each of the political
parties having the highest and next highest number of votes in the Commonwealth for Governor at the
last preceding gubernatorial election. Three Board members shall be of the political party that cast the
highest number of votes for Governor at that election. When the Governor was not elected as the can-
didate of a political party, representation shall be given to each of the political parties having the
highest and next highest number of members of the General Assembly at the time of the appointment
and three Board members shall be of the political party having the highest number of members in the
General Assembly. Each political party entitled to an appointment may make and file recom-
mendations with the Governor for the appointment. Its recommendations shall contain the names of at
least three qualified voters of the Commonwealth. Appointments shall be made with due consideration
of geographical representation, and no two Board members shall reside in the same congressional
district.

After the initial staggering of terms, Board members shall serve terms of four years, which shall begin
on February 1 of the year of the appointment. Vacancies shall be filled for the unexpired terms. No
member shall be eligible for more than two successive four-year terms. A member appointed for an
unexpired term may be appointed for the two succeeding four-year terms.

Each year the Governor shall designate one Board member to be the chair of the Board and one
Board member to be the vice-chair. The chair and vice-chair shall be members of opposite political
parties.

No member of the Board shall be eligible to offer for or hold an office to be filled in whole or in part by
qualified voters in the Commonwealth. If a member resigns to offer for or hold such office, the vacancy
shall be filled as provided in this section.

No member of the Board shall serve as the chairman of a state, local, or district level political party
committee or as a paid or volunteer worker in the campaign of a candidate for nomination or election
to an office filled by election in whole or in part by qualified voters in the Commonwealth.

B. The Governor shall appoint a Commissioner of Elections, subject to confirmation by the General
Assembly, to head the Department of Elections and to act as its principal administrative officer. The
Commissioner shall be appointed to a term of four years, which shall begin on July 1 of the year fol-
lowing a gubernatorial election. The Commissioner shall be a qualified voter of the Commonwealth.

The Commissioner shall receive the salary fixed by law. He may employ the personnel required to
carry out the duties required by law and imposed by the Board.



The Commissioner shall not be eligible to offer for or hold an office to be filled in whole or in part by
qualified voters in the Commonwealth. His candidacy for or election to such office shall vacate his pos-
ition as Commissioner, and the Governor shall fill the vacancy for the unexpired term.

The Governor shall not appoint as Commissioner (i) any person who is the spouse of a member of the
Board or of a person seeking election to an office or holding an elective office that is filled in whole or
in part by qualified voters in the Commonwealth; (ii) any person, or the spouse of any person, who is
the grandparent, parent, sibling, child, or grandchild of a member of the Board; or (iii) any person, or
the spouse of any person, who is the grandparent, parent, sibling, child, or grandchild of a person
seeking election to an office or holding an elective office that is filled in whole or in part by qualified
voters in the Commonwealth. The Commissioner shall submit his resignation to the Governor on the
date that any such person files as a candidate for election to an office that is filled in whole or in part
by qualified voters in the Commonwealth.

The Commissioner shall not serve as the chairman of a state, local, or district level political party com-
mittee or as a paid or volunteer worker in the campaign of a candidate for nomination or election to an
office filled by election in whole or in part by qualified voters in the Commonwealth.

Code 1950, §§ 24-24, 24-345.10; 1952, c. 509; 1956, c. 392; 1970, c. 462, § 24.1-18; 1973, c. 30;
1975, c. 515; 1977, c. 576; 1980, c. 728; 1984, c. 444; 1993, c. 641; 2007, c. 350; 2013, c. 542; 2020,
cc. 353, 619.

§ 24.2-103. Powers and duties in general; report.
A. The State Board, through the Department of Elections, shall supervise and coordinate the work of
the county and city electoral boards and of the registrars to obtain uniformity in their practices and pro-
ceedings and legality and purity in all elections. Its supervision shall ensure that major risks to elec-
tion integrity are (i) identified and assessed and (ii) addressed as necessary to promote election
uniformity, legality, and purity. It shall make rules and regulations and issue instructions and provide
information consistent with the election laws to the electoral boards and registrars to promote the
proper administration of election laws. Electoral boards and registrars shall provide information
requested by the State Board and shall follow (a) the elections laws and (b) the rules and regulations
of the State Board insofar as they do not conflict with Virginia or federal law. The State Board shall
post on the Internet within three business days any rules or regulations made by the State Board.
Upon request and at a reasonable charge not to exceed the actual cost incurred, the State Board shall
provide to any requesting political party or candidate, within three days of the receipt of the request,
copies of any instructions or information provided by the State Board to the local electoral boards and
registrars.

B. The State Board, through the Department of Elections, shall ensure that the members of the elect-
oral boards are properly trained to carry out their duties by offering training annually, or more often, as
it deems appropriate, and without charging any fees to the electoral boards for the training.
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C. The State Board, through the Department of Elections, shall conduct a certification program for the
general registrars and shall require each general registrar to receive certification through such pro-
gram from the Department within 12 months of his initial appointment or any subsequent reappoint-
ment. The State Board may grant a waiver requested by a local electoral board to extend, on a case-
by-case basis, this deadline by up to three months. The State Board shall develop a training cur-
riculum for the certification program and standards for completing the program and maintaining cer-
tification, including required hours of annual training. No fees shall be charged to a general registrar
for any required training as part of the certification program. The State Board shall review the cer-
tification program every four years, or more often as it deems appropriate.

D. The State Board shall set the training standards for the officers of election and shall develop stand-
ardized training programs for the officers of election to be conducted by the local electoral boards and
the general registrars. Training of the officers of election shall be conducted and certified as provided
by § 24.2-115.2. The State Board shall provide standardized training materials for such training and
shall also offer on the Department of Elections website a training course for officers of election. The
content of the online training course shall be consistent with the standardized training programs
developed pursuant to this section. The State Board shall review the standardized training materials
and the content of the online training course every two years in the year immediately following a gen-
eral election for federal office.

E. The State Board may institute proceedings pursuant to § 24.2-234.1 for the removal of any member
of an electoral board or general registrar who fails to discharge the duties of his office in accordance
with law. Such action shall require a recorded majority vote of the Board.

F. The State Board may petition a circuit court or the Supreme Court, whichever is appropriate, for a
writ of mandamus or prohibition, or other available legal relief, for the purpose of ensuring that elec-
tions are conducted as provided by law.

G. The Department of Elections shall supervise its own staff to assure that no member of its staff shall
serve (i) as the chairman of a political party or other officer of a state-, local-, or district-level political
party committee or (ii) as a paid or volunteer worker in the campaign of a candidate for nomination or
election to an office filled by election in whole or in part by the qualified voters of the Commonwealth.

H. The Department of Elections shall employ a Director of Operations who shall be responsible for
managing the day-to-day operations at the Department of Elections and ensuring (i) fulfillment of the
Department's mission and responsibilities; (ii) compliance with state and federal election laws and reg-
ulations; and (iii) compliance with the Department's business, administrative, and financial policies.
This position shall be a full-time classified position subject to the Virginia Personnel Act (§ 2.2-2900 et
seq.).

I. The State Board shall adopt a seal for its use and bylaws for its own proceedings.



J. The State Board shall submit an annual report to the Governor and the General Assembly on the
activities of the State Board and the Department of Elections in the previous year. Such report shall be
governed by the provisions of § 2.2-608.

Code 1950, §§ 24-24, 24-25, 24-345.10, 24-345.11; 1952, c. 509; 1956, c. 392; 1970, c. 462, §§ 24.1-
18, 24.1-19; 1973, c. 30; 1975, c. 515; 1977, c. 576; 1980, c. 728; 1984, c. 444; 1993, c. 641; 1999, c.
861; 2004, cc. 27, 391; 2006, c. 760; 2009, c. 407; 2010, cc. 347, 769; 2013, cc. 525, 542; 2016, cc.
752, 766; 2020, cc. 291, 353, 619, 1087, 1148; 2023, cc. 256, 257.

§ 24.2-103.1. Duties of Department of Elections related to redistricting.
A. Upon receipt of any ordinance and Geographic Information System (GIS) map sent pursuant to §
24.2-304.3 or 24.2-306, the Department shall promptly review the ordinance and map and compare
the boundaries contained within with the information in the voter registration system in order to ensure
voters have been assigned to the correct districts. The Department shall notify the locality of any cor-
rections that may be necessary.

B. The Department shall maintain and make available on its official website maps showing the current
election district and precinct boundaries of each county and city.

2019, cc. 777, 778.

§ 24.2-103.2. Duties of the Department of Elections related to accessible absentee voting.
The Department shall make available to all localities a tool to allow a voter with a visual impairment or
print disability to electronically and accessibly receive and mark his absentee ballot using screen
reader assistive technology. The Department shall develop instructions regarding the use and avail-
ability of such tool, including instructions on making the tool available to voters and counting ballots
voted with such tool.

2021, Sp. Sess. I, cc. 255, 471, 522.

§ 24.2-104. Requesting assistance for attorney for the Commonwealth; investigative committees.
A. The Attorney General shall have full authority to do whatever is necessary or appropriate to enforce
the election laws or prosecute violations thereof. The Attorney General shall exercise the authority
granted by this section to conduct an investigation, prosecute a violation, assure the enforcement of
the elections laws, and report the results of the investigation to the State Board.

B. When the State Board is of the opinion that the public interest will be served, it may request the
Attorney General, or other attorney designated by the Governor for such purpose, to assist the attorney
for the Commonwealth of any jurisdiction in which election laws have been violated. When the State
Board makes its request pursuant to a unanimous vote of all members, the Attorney General, or other
attorney designated by the Governor, shall exercise the authority granted by this section to conduct an
investigation, prosecute a violation, assure the enforcement of the election laws, and report the results
of the investigation to the State Board. The Attorney General, or the other attorney designated by the
Governor, shall have full authority to do whatever is necessary or appropriate to enforce the election
laws or prosecute violations thereof.
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C. The attorney for the Commonwealth or a member of the electoral board of any county or city may
make a request, in writing, that the Attorney General appoint a committee to make an immediate invest-
igation of the election practices in that city or county, accompanied by a statement under oath that sub-
stantial violations of this title have allegedly occurred which may alter or have altered the outcome of
an election. On receipt of the request and statement, the Attorney General shall forthwith appoint a
committee of two or more persons qualified to make the investigation. Members, officers, and employ-
ees of the Board, local electoral boards, and registrars' offices shall not serve on the committee but
may provide assistance to the committee.

The Attorney General shall direct the committee to observe, investigate or supervise the election if
supervision appears necessary. The committee shall make a preliminary report to the Attorney Gen-
eral within five days of its appointment. If its report shows that violations of this title have occurred, the
Attorney General may, notwithstanding any other provision of law, authorize the prosecution of those
responsible for the violations.

Code 1950, § 24-27; 1970, c. 462, § 24.1-21; 1989, c. 111; 1993, c. 641; 2002, cc. 785, 819; 2013, c.
768.

§ 24.2-104.1. Civil actions by Attorney General.
A. Whenever the Attorney General has reasonable cause to believe that a violation of an election law
has occurred and that the rights of any voter or group of voters have been affected by such violation,
the Attorney General may commence a civil action in the appropriate circuit court for appropriate relief.

B. In such civil action, the court may:

1. Award such preventive relief, including a permanent or temporary injunction, restraining order, or
other order against the person responsible for a violation of this title, as is necessary to assure the full
enjoyment of the rights granted by this title.

2. Assess a civil penalty against the respondent (i) in an amount not exceeding $50,000 for a first viol-
ation and (ii) in an amount not exceeding $100,000 for any subsequent violation. Such civil penalties
are payable to the Voter Education and Outreach Fund established pursuant to § 24.2-131.

3. Award a prevailing plaintiff reasonable attorney fees and costs.

C. The court or jury may award such other relief to the aggrieved person as the court deems appro-
priate, including compensatory damages and punitive damages.

2021, Sp. Sess. I, cc. 528, 533.

§ 24.2-105. Prescribing various forms.
A. The State Board shall prescribe appropriate forms and records for the registration of voters, conduct
of elections, and implementation of this title, which shall be used throughout the Commonwealth.

B. The State Board shall prescribe voting and election materials in languages other than English for
use by a county, city, or town that is subject to the requirements of § 24.2-128. For purposes of this sub-
section, voting and election materials mean registration or voting notices, forms, and instructions. For
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purposes of this subsection, registration notices mean any notice of voter registration approval, denial,
or cancellation, required by the provisions of Chapter 4 (§ 24.2-400 et seq.).

The State Board may make available voting and election materials in any additional languages other
than those required by subsection A of § 24.2-128 as it deems necessary and appropriate. The State
Board may accept voting and election materials translated by volunteers but shall verify the accuracy
of such translations prior to making the translated materials available to a county, city, or town, or any
voter.

Code 1950, § 24-28; 1968, c. 97; 1970, c. 462, § 24.1-22; 1971, Ex. Sess., c. 247; 1975, c. 515; 1977,
c. 490; 1993, c. 641; 2020, c. 719; 2021, Sp. Sess. I, cc. 528, 533.

§ 24.2-105.1. Election and voter participation information on the Internet.
Beginning with the general election in November 1998, the State Board shall implement a system by
which it shall furnish lists of candidates for all elections in the Commonwealth, and information on pro-
posed constitutional amendments and statewide referenda prepared pursuant to §§ 30-19.9 and 30-
19.10, electronically through the Internet. The Board may list other referenda issues on the Internet.
The lists and information shall be made available on the Internet as far in advance of the election as
practicable and remain available on the Internet at least until the day after the election.

The State Board shall provide election results and statistical information on its website. The inform-
ation shall include voter turnout information which shall be calculated as the percentage of active
voters who voted excluding voters assigned to inactive status pursuant to Chapter 4 (§ 24.2-400 et
seq.). The information shall also include the total number of registered voters and the number
assigned to inactive status.

1998, c. 478; 2006, c. 474; 2007, c. 340.

§ 24.2-105.2. Acceptance of payments.
Any credit or debit card used to pay for any voter list must be in the name of a person or organization
authorized to receive such list pursuant to § 24.2-405.

2000, cc. 510, 554; 2002, c. 719.

Article 3 - Local Electoral Boards

§ 24.2-106. Appointment and terms; vacancies; chairman and secretary; certain prohibitions; train-
ing.
A. There shall be in each county and city an electoral board composed of three members who shall be
qualified voters of such county or city. The members shall be appointed by the chief judge of the judi-
cial circuit for the county or city or that judge's designee. Such designee shall be any other judge who
sits in the judicial circuit. Any vacancy occurring on a board shall be filled by the same authority for the
unexpired term.

In the event of the temporary absence, or disability that precludes the performance of duties, of one or
more members that prevents attaining a quorum, the chief judge or his designee, for good cause, may
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appoint, on a meeting-to-meeting basis, a temporary member to the electoral board. The temporary
appointee must be eligible for appointment and to the extent practicable maintain representation of
political parties under this section.

The clerk of the circuit court shall send to the State Board a copy of each order making an appoint-
ment to an electoral board.

In the appointment of the electoral board, representation shall be given to each of the two political
parties having the highest and next highest number of votes in the Commonwealth for Governor at the
last preceding gubernatorial election. Two electoral board members shall be of the political party that
cast the highest number of votes for Governor at that election. When the Governor was not elected as
the candidate of a political party, representation shall be given to each of the political parties having
the highest and next highest number of members of the General Assembly at the time of the appoint-
ment and two board members shall be of the political party having the highest number of members in
the General Assembly.

The political party entitled to the appointment shall make and file recommendations with the judges for
the appointment not later than December 15 of the year of an expiration of a term or, in the case of an
appointment to fill a vacancy, within 30 days of the date of death or notice of resignation of the mem-
ber being replaced. Its recommendations shall contain the names of at least three qualified voters of
the county or city for each appointment. The chief judge, or his designee, shall promptly make such
appointment from the recommendations (i) after receipt of the political party's recommendation or (ii)
after December 15 for a full term or after the 30-day period expires for a vacancy appointment,
whichever of the events described in clause (i) or (ii) first occurs.

The chief judge of the judicial circuit for the county or city, or his designee, shall not appoint to the
electoral board (a) any person who is the spouse of an electoral board member or the general registrar
for the county or city; (b) any person, or the spouse of any person, who is the parent, grandparent, sib-
ling, child, or grandchild of an electoral board member or the general registrar of the county or city; or
(c) any person who is ineligible to serve under the provisions of this section.

Electoral board members shall serve three-year terms and be appointed to staggered terms, one term
to expire at midnight on the last day of December each year, unless the results of an election have not
been certified by the board or a recount of an election has not concluded, in which case the term shall
expire at midnight on the day the results are certified or the recount is concluded. No three-year term
shall be shortened to comply with the political party representation requirements of this section.

B. The board shall elect one of its members as chairman and another as secretary. The chairman and
the secretary shall represent different political parties, unless the representative of the second-ranked
political party declines in writing to accept the unfilled office. At any time that the secretary is inca-
pacitated in such a way that makes it impossible for the secretary to carry out the duties of the position,
the board may designate one of its other members as acting secretary. Any such designation shall be
made in an open meeting and recorded in the minutes of the board.



The secretary of the electoral board shall immediately notify the State Board of any change in the
membership or officers of the electoral board and shall keep the Board informed of the name, res-
idence and mailing addresses, and home and business telephone numbers of each electoral board
member.

C. No member of an electoral board shall be eligible to offer for or hold an office to be filled in whole or
in part by qualified voters of his jurisdiction. If a member resigns to offer for or hold such office, the
vacancy shall be filled as provided in this section.

No member of an electoral board shall be the spouse, grandparent, parent, sibling, child, or grand-
child, or the spouse of a grandparent, parent, sibling, child, or grandchild, of a candidate for or holder
of an elective office filled in whole or in part by any voters within the jurisdiction of the electoral board.

No member of an electoral board shall serve as the chairman of a state, local or district level political
party committee or as a paid worker in the campaign of a candidate for nomination or election to an
office filled by election in whole or in part by the qualified voters of the jurisdiction of the electoral
board.

If an electoral board member ceases to be a qualified voter of the county or city for which he was
appointed, his office shall be deemed vacant and the vacancy shall be filled as provided in this sec-
tion.

D. Each member of the electoral board shall attend an annual training program provided by the State
Board during the first year of his appointment and the first year of any subsequent reappointment.

Code 1950, §§ 24-29, 24-32, 24-33, 24-42; 1970, c. 462, § 24.1-29; 1971, Ex. Sess., c. 204; 1973, c.
30; 1975, c. 515; 1978, c. 778; 1980, c. 639; 1984, c. 480; 1986, c. 558, § 24.1-33.1; 1993, cc. 480,
641; 1995, cc. 835, 848; 2003, c. 1015; 2005, c. 380; 2011, c. 764; 2013, c. 409; 2016, c. 13; 2017, c.
807; 2020, cc. 287, 295, 370.

§ 24.2-106.01. Description of duties and responsibilities; required affirmation.
A. The State Board, with the cooperation of the local electoral boards and general registrars, shall
develop a description of the duties and responsibilities of the local electoral boards and update such
description as needed. Such description shall include the statutory and regulatory duties and respons-
ibilities of the electoral boards, prohibited activities of the electoral boards and members of electoral
boards, and the qualifications and disqualifications of members of electoral boards.

B. The Department shall provide to the clerks of the circuit courts, the chairmen of the state and district
political party committees, the general registrars, and the local electoral boards the description
developed pursuant to subsection A. Such description shall be provided no later than the first day of
December each year.

C. Each person nominated for appointment to a local electoral board shall certify that he has read the
description developed pursuant to this section and affirm prior to his appointment pursuant to § 24.2-
106 that he will faithfully discharge all duties and responsibilities set forth in that description.
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2017, c. 271.

§ 24.2-106.1. Prohibiting the solicitation in public buildings of signatures for nominating petitions by
electoral board members and employees.
No member of an electoral board or their office staff shall solicit or assist in the solicitation of sig-
natures for nominating petitions for candidates for public office in any public building owned or leased
by the county or city served by the electoral board.

2003, c. 271.

§ 24.2-107. Meetings; quorum; notice; account of proceedings; seal; records open to inspection.
The electoral board of each city and county shall meet during the first week in February of the year in
which it is to appoint officers of election pursuant to § 24.2-115 and during the month of March each
year at the time set by the board and at any other time on the call of any board member. Two members
shall constitute a quorum. Notice of each meeting shall be given to all board members either by the
secretary or the member calling the meeting at least three business days prior to the meeting except in
the case of an emergency as defined in § 2.2-3701. Notice shall be given to the public as required by
§ 2.2-3707. All meetings shall be conducted in accordance with the requirements of the Virginia Free-
dom of Information Act (§ 2.2-3700 et seq.) unless otherwise provided by this section. Notwithstanding
the public notice requirements of § 2.2-3707, two or more members of an electoral board may meet on
election day to discuss a matter concerning that day's election, where such matter requires resolution
on that day, and an effort has been made by all available means to give notice of the meeting to all
board members. The presence of two or more board members while the ballots, election materials, or
voting equipment are being prepared, current or potential polling places are being inspected, or elec-
tion officials are being trained, or a telephone call between two board members preparing for a meet-
ing, shall not constitute a meeting provided that no discussion or deliberation takes place that would
otherwise constitute a meeting.

The secretary shall keep an accurate account of all board proceedings in a minute book, including all
appointments and removals of general registrars and officers of election. The secretary shall keep in
his custody the duly adopted seal of the board.

Minutes of meetings that are required to be recorded pursuant to § 2.2-3707 shall be posted on the
website of the electoral board or the official website for the county or city, when such means are avail-
able. Minutes of meetings shall be posted as soon as possible but no later than one week prior to the
following meeting of the electoral board.

Books, papers, and records of the board shall be open to public inspection and copying whenever the
general registrar's office is open for business either at the office of the board or the office of the general
registrar. The general registrar shall determine a reasonable charge, not to exceed the fee authorized
pursuant to subdivision A 8 of § 17.1-275, to be paid for copies made from the books, papers, and
records of the board.
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No election record containing an individual's social security number, or any part thereof, shall be
made available for inspection or copying by anyone. The State Board of Elections shall prescribe pro-
cedures for local electoral boards and general registrars to make the information in certificates of can-
didate qualification available in a manner that does not reveal social security numbers or any parts
thereof.

Code 1950, §§ 24-34, 24-43; 1970, c. 462, § 24.1-30; 1978, c. 778; 1979, c. 27; 1982, c. 290; 1993, c.
641; 1994, c. 656; 2003, c. 1015; 2007, cc. 311, 318; 2013, cc. 461, 525; 2014, c. 395; 2016, c. 403.

§ 24.2-108. Compensation and expenses of members.
The General Assembly shall establish a compensation and expense plan in the general appropriation
act for the secretaries and members of the electoral boards. The governing body for the county or city
of each electoral board shall pay compensation, expenses, and mileage in accordance with the plan
and be reimbursed annually as authorized by the act. The reasonable costs of electoral board mem-
bers attending annual training programs provided by the State Board shall be included in the expense
plan for electoral boards.

Each electoral board member shall submit a written claim for mileage and expenses authorized by the
plan. The claim, when filed and found to be correct, shall be paid by the county or city. The county or
city shall pay claims for mileage at the rate payable to members of the General Assembly.

The governing body of any county or city may pay to the secretary of the electoral board any additional
allowance for expenses it deems appropriate and may pay to a full-time secretary any additional com-
pensation it deems appropriate.

Each county and city shall furnish necessary postage and office supplies for the electoral board.

Code 1950, §§ 24-37, 24-38, 24-40, 24-41; 1952, c. 540; 1956, c. 658; 1958, c. 42; 1964, c. 515; 1966,
c. 714; 1970, c. 462, § 24.1-31; 1972, c. 620; 1974, c. 428; 1978, c. 778; 1981, c. 425; 1982, c. 650;
1993, c. 641; 2005, c. 380.

§ 24.2-109. Appointment and removal of general registrar and officers of election; powers and
duties in general.
A. Each electoral board shall appoint the general registrar for its city or county and officers of election
for each precinct who shall serve in all elections, including town elections, as provided in this chapter.
The secretary of the electoral board shall promptly notify each appointee of his appointment.

The electoral board by a recorded majority vote may (i) institute proceedings pursuant to § 24.2-234.1
for the removal of any general registrar who fails to discharge the duties of his office according to law
or (ii) remove from office, on notice, any officer of election who fails to discharge the duties of his office
according to law.

The electoral board shall remove from office, on notice, any general registrar who fails to receive or
maintain certification as required by the State Board pursuant to subsection C of § 24.2-103.
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B. The electoral board shall perform the duties assigned by this title including, but not limited to, the
preparation of ballots, the administration of absentee ballot provisions, the conduct of the election, and
the ascertaining of the results of the election.

Code 1950, §§ 24-30, 24-35, 24-36, 24-52, 24-52.1, 24-55, 24-61, 24-65, 24-66, 24-118.1, 24-199;
1954, c. 691; 1962, c. 475; 1964, c. 608; 1968, cc. 97, 141; 1970, c. 462, §§ 24.1-32, 24.1-34, 24.1-43;
1973, c. 30; 1974, c. 428; 1975, c. 515; 1976, c. 12; 1978, c. 778; 1980, c. 639; 1981, c. 425; 1982, cc.
290, 650; 1983, c. 511; 1984, c. 480; 1985, c. 197; 1986, c. 558; 1988, c. 528; 1989, c. 227; 1993, c.
641; 2004, cc. 27, 391; 2020, c. 1148; 2023, cc. 256, 257.

§ 24.2-109.1. Performance review of general registrars.
The electoral board shall conduct an annual performance review of the general registrar for years end-
ing June 30, 2006, and thereafter. The electoral board shall complete the review by August 1 of each
year, retain a copy of the performance review, and provide a summary of the review to the State
Board. The performance review shall be conducted in accordance with the format and forms provided
by the State Board.

2004, cc. 27, 391; 2006, c. 235.

Article 4 - Registrars

§ 24.2-110. Appointment, qualifications, and term of general registrar; vacancies; certain pro-
hibitions.
Each electoral board shall meet in the month of May or June in 2007, and every four years thereafter,
and shall appoint a general registrar, who shall be a qualified voter of the county or city for which he is
appointed unless such county or city has a population of 50,000 or less. In the case of a city that is
wholly contained within one county, the city electoral board may appoint a qualified voter of that
county to serve as city general registrar. General registrars shall serve four-year terms beginning July
1, 2007, and each fourth year thereafter, and continue in office until a successor is appointed and qual-
ifies.

The electoral board shall fill any vacancy in the office of general registrar for the unexpired term. The
electoral board shall declare vacant and fill the office of the general registrar if the appointee fails to
qualify and deliver a copy of his oath to the secretary of the electoral board within 30 days after he has
been notified of his appointment.

No general registrar shall hold any other office, by election or appointment, while serving as general
registrar; however, with the consent of the electoral board, he may undertake other duties which do not
conflict with his duties as general registrar. General registrars shall not serve as officers of election.
The election or appointment of a general registrar to any other office shall vacate the office of the gen-
eral registrar.
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No general registrar shall be eligible to offer for or hold an office to be filled by election in whole or in
part by the qualified voters of his jurisdiction at any election held during the time he serves as general
registrar or for the six months thereafter.

The electoral board shall not appoint to the office of general registrar any person who is the spouse of
an electoral board member or any person, or the spouse of any person, who is the parent, grand-
parent, sibling, child, or grandchild of an electoral board member.

No general registrar shall serve as the chairman of a political party or other officer of a state, local or
district level political party committee. No general registrar shall serve as a paid or volunteer worker in
the campaign of a candidate for nomination or election to an office filled by election in whole or in part
by the qualified voters of his jurisdiction. The restrictions of this paragraph shall apply to paid deputy
registrars but shall not apply to unpaid deputy registrars.

Code 1950, §§ 24-30, 24-35, 24-36, 24-52, 24-52.1, 24-53, 24-55, 24-61, 24-65, 24-66, 24-118.1, 24-
199; 1954, c. 691; 1958, c. 576; 1962, c. 475; 1964, c. 608; 1968, cc. 97, 141; 1970, c. 462, §§ 24.1-32,
24.1-34, 24.1-43, 24.1-44; 1973, c. 30; 1974, c. 428; 1975, c. 515; 1976, c. 12; 1978, c. 778; 1980, c.
639; 1981, c. 425; 1982, cc. 290, 650; 1983, c. 511; 1984, c. 480; 1985, c. 197; 1986, c. 558, § 24.1-
33.2; 1988, c. 528; 1989, c. 227; 1993, c. 641; 1995, cc. 835, 848; 1996, c. 308; 2004, cc. 27, 391;
2009, c. 403; 2018, cc. 692, 693; 2021, Sp. Sess. I, c. 482; 2022, c. 140.

§ 24.2-111. Compensation and expenses of general registrars.
The General Assembly shall establish a compensation plan in the general appropriation act for the
general registrars. The governing body for the county or city of each general registrar shall pay com-
pensation in accordance with the plan and be reimbursed annually as authorized in the act. The gov-
erning body shall be required to provide benefits to the general and deputy registrars and staff as
provided to other employees of the locality, and shall be authorized to supplement the salary of the
general registrar to the extent provided in the act.

Each locality shall pay the reasonable expenses of the general registrar, including reimbursement for
mileage at the rate payable to members of the General Assembly. In case of a dispute, the State
Board shall approve or disapprove the reimbursement. Reasonable expenses include, but are not lim-
ited to, costs for (i) an adequately trained registrar's staff, including training in the use of computers
and other technology to the extent provided to other local employees with similar job responsibilities,
and reasonable costs for the general registrar to receive and maintain certification as required by the
State Board pursuant to subsection C of § 24.2-103; (ii) adequate training for officers of election; (iii)
conducting elections as required by this title; and (iv) voter education.

Code 1950, §§ 24-52, 24-52.1, 24-55, 24-61, 24-65, 24-66, 24-118.1; 1954, c. 691; 1962, c. 475; 1964,
c. 608; 1968, cc. 97, 141; 1970, c. 462, § 24.1-43; 1973, c. 30; 1974, c. 428; 1975, c. 515; 1976, c. 12;
1978, c. 778; 1981, c. 425; 1982, c. 290; 1983, c. 511; 1984, c. 480; 1985, c. 197; 1986, c. 558; 1988,
c. 528; 1993, c. 641; 2003, c. 1015; 2016, c. 13; 2020, c. 1148; 2022, c. 140.

§ 24.2-112. Deputy registrars; employees.
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The electoral board of each county and city shall determine the number of deputy registrars to serve in
the office of the general registrar, including any to serve full-time.

In Russell County, there shall be at least one full-time deputy registrar who shall serve in the office of
the general registrar.

In any county or city whose population is over 15,500, there shall be at least one deputy registrar who
shall serve at least one day each week in the office of the general registrar.

Any county or city whose population is 15,500 or less shall have at least one substitute registrar who
is able to take over the duties of the general registrar in an emergency and who shall assist the gen-
eral registrar when he requests.

The electoral board shall set the term for the deputy registrars; however, their terms shall not extend
beyond the term set by law of the incumbent general registrar. The general registrar shall establish the
duties of deputy registrars, appoint deputy registrars, and have authority to remove any deputy regis-
trar who fails to discharge the duties of his office.

All deputy registrars shall have the same limitations and qualifications and fulfill the same require-
ments as the general registrar except that (i) a deputy registrar may be an officer of election and (ii) a
deputy registrar shall be a qualified voter of the Commonwealth but is not required to be a qualified
voter of the county or city in which he serves as deputy registrar. Candidates who are residents in the
county or city for which they seek appointment may be given preference in hiring. Localities may mutu-
ally agree to share a deputy registrar among two or more localities. Deputy registrars who agree to
serve without pay shall be supervised and trained by the general registrar.

All other employees shall be employed by the general registrar. The general registrar may hire addi-
tional temporary employees on a part-time basis as needed.

The compensation of any deputy registrar, other than those who agree to serve without pay, or any
other employee of the general registrar shall be fixed and paid by the local governing body and shall
be the equivalent of or exceed the minimum hourly wage established by federal law in 29 U.S.C. §
206 (a)(1), as amended.

The general registrar shall not appoint to the office of paid deputy registrar his spouse or any person,
or the spouse of any person, who is his parent, grandparent, sibling, child, or grandchild.

Code 1950, § 24-58; 1970, c. 462, § 24.1-45; 1973, c. 30; 1974, c. 428; 1975, c. 515; 1982, c. 650;
1983, c. 470; 1984, c. 480; 1986, c. 558, § 24.1-45.3; 1993, c. 641; 1999, c. 115; 2001, cc. 637, 638,
642, 643; 2003, c. 232; 2007, c. 813; 2018, c. 465; 2022, c. 140.

§ 24.2-113. Repealed.
Repealed by Acts 2018, c. 464, cl. 2.

§ 24.2-114. Duties and powers of general registrar.
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In addition to the other duties required by this title, the general registrar, and the deputy registrars act-
ing under his supervision, shall:

1. Maintain the office of the general registrar and establish and maintain additional public places for
voter registration in accordance with the provisions of § 24.2-412.

2. Participate in programs to educate the general public concerning registration and encourage regis-
tration by the general public. No registrar shall actively solicit, in a selective manner, any application
for registration or for a ballot or offer anything of value for any such application.

3. Perform his duties within the county or city he was appointed to serve, except that a registrar may (i)
go into a county or city in the Commonwealth contiguous to his county or city to register voters of his
county or city when conducting registration jointly with the registrar of the contiguous county or city or
(ii) notwithstanding any other provision of law, participate in multijurisdictional staffing for voter regis-
tration offices, approved by the State Board, that are located at facilities of the Department of Motor
Vehicles.

4. Provide the appropriate forms for applications to register and to obtain the information necessary to
complete the applications pursuant to the provisions of the Constitution of Virginia and general law.

5. Indicate on the registration records for each accepted mail voter registration application form
returned by mail pursuant to Article 3.1 (§ 24.2-416.1 et seq.) of Chapter 4 that the registrant has
registered by mail. The general registrar shall fulfill this duty in accordance with the instructions of the
State Board so that those persons who registered by mail are identified on the registration records,
lists of registered voters furnished pursuant to § 24.2-405, lists of persons who voted furnished pur-
suant to § 24.2-406, and pollbooks used for the conduct of elections.

6. Accept a registration application or request for transfer or change of address submitted by or for a
resident of any other county or city in the Commonwealth. Registrars shall process registration applic-
ations and requests for transfer or change of address from residents of other counties and cities in
accordance with written instructions from the State Board and shall forward the completed application
or request to the registrar of the applicant's residence. Notwithstanding the provisions of § 24.2-416,
the registrar of the applicant's residence shall recognize as timely any application or request for trans-
fer or change of address submitted to any person authorized to receive voter registration applications
pursuant to Chapter 4 (§ 24.2-400 et seq.), prior to or on the final day of registration. The registrar of
the applicant's residence shall determine the qualification of the applicant, including whether the
applicant has ever been convicted of a felony, and if so, under what circumstances the applicant's
right to vote has been restored, and promptly notify the applicant at the address shown on the applic-
ation or request of the acceptance or denial of his registration or transfer. However, notification shall
not be required when the registrar does not have an address for the applicant.

7. Preserve order at and in the vicinity of the place of registration. For this purpose, the registrar shall
be vested with the powers of a conservator of the peace while engaged in the duties imposed by law.
He may exclude from the place of registration persons whose presence disturbs the registration



process. He may appoint special officers, not exceeding three in number, for a place of registration
and may summon persons in the vicinity to assist whenever, in his judgment, it is necessary to pre-
serve order. The general registrar and any deputy registrar shall be authorized to administer oaths for
purposes of this title.

8. Maintain the official registration records for his county or city in the system approved by, and in
accordance with the instructions of, the State Board; preserve the written applications of all persons
who are registered; and preserve for a period of four years the written applications of all persons who
are denied registration or whose registration is cancelled.

9. If a person is denied registration, notify such person in writing of the denial and the reason for denial
within five days of the denial in accordance with § 24.2-422.

10. Verify the accuracy of the pollbooks provided for each election by the State Board, make the poll-
books available to the precincts, and according to the instructions of the State Board provide a copy of
the data from the pollbooks to the State Board after each election for voting credit purposes.

11. Retain the pollbooks in his principal office for two years from the date of the election.

12. Maintain accurate and current registration records and comply with the requirements of this title for
the transfer, inactivation, and cancellation of voter registrations.

13. Whenever election districts, precincts, or polling places are altered, provide for entry into the voter
registration system of the proper district and precinct designations for each registered voter whose dis-
tricts or precinct have changed and notify each affected voter of changes affecting his districts or
polling place by mail.

14. Whenever any part of his county or city becomes part of another jurisdiction by annexation, mer-
ger, or other means, transfer to the appropriate general registrar the registration records of the affected
registered voters. The general registrar for their new county or city shall notify them by mail of the trans-
fer and their new election districts and polling places.

15. When he registers any person who was previously registered in another state, notify the appro-
priate authority in that state of the person's registration in Virginia by providing electronically, through
the Department of Elections, the information contained in that person's registration application.

16. Whenever any person is believed to be registered or voting in more than one state or territory of
the United States at the same time, inquire about, or provide information from the voter's registration
and voting records to any appropriate voter registration or other authority of another state or territory
who inquires about, that person's registration and voting history.

17. At the request of the county or city chairman of any political party nominating a candidate for the
General Assembly, constitutional office, or local office by a method other than a primary, review any
petition required by the party in its nomination process to determine whether those signing the petition
are registered voters with active status.



18. Carry out such other duties as prescribed by the electoral board in his capacity as the director of
elections for the locality in which he serves.

19. Receive and maintain certification through the certification program conducted by the State Board
for general registrars pursuant to subsection C of § 24.2-103. Each general registrar shall be required
to receive certification through the certification program within 12 months of his initial appointment or
any subsequent reappointment, unless a waiver has been granted by the State Board pursuant to sub-
section C of § 24.2-103.

Code 1950, §§ 24-59, 24-60, 24-60.1, 24-71 through 24-73, 24-90, 24-93, 24-94, 24-101, 24-111, 24-
115, 24-118; 1950, p. 381; 1958, c. 576; 1962, cc. 422, 536; 1968, c. 143; 1970, c. 462, §§ 24.1-46,
24.1-54, 24.1-68; 1972, c. 620; 1973, c. 30; 1974, c. 428; 1976, c. 616; 1979, c. 329; 1980, c. 639;
1982, c. 650; 1983, c. 398; 1984, c. 480; 1986, c. 558; 1990, c. 193; 1993, c. 641; 1996, cc. 72, 73;
1998, c. 354; 2000, cc. 512, 556, 857; 2003, c. 1015; 2005, c. 380; 2010, c. 812; 2013, c. 491; 2015,
cc. 644, 645; 2016, cc. 13, 633; 2019, c. 341; 2020, cc. 857, 1148; 2022, c. 140.

Article 5 - OFFICERS OF ELECTION

§ 24.2-115. Appointment, qualifications, and terms of officers of election.
Each electoral board at its regular meeting in the first week of February of the year in which the terms
of officers of election are scheduled to expire shall appoint officers of election. Their terms of office
shall begin on March 1 following their appointment and continue, at the discretion of the electoral
board, for a term not to exceed three years or until their successors are appointed. The general regis-
trar shall prepare and submit to the electoral board a plan to ensure that adequate numbers of trained
officers of election are available to serve in each election.

Not less than three competent citizens shall be appointed for each precinct. However, a precinct hav-
ing more than 4,000 registered voters shall have not less than five officers of election serving for a
presidential election, and the electoral board shall appoint additional officers as needed to satisfy this
requirement. Insofar as practicable, each officer shall be a qualified voter of the precinct he is appoin-
ted to serve, but in any case a qualified voter of the Commonwealth. In appointing the officers of elec-
tion, representation shall be given to each of the two political parties having the highest and next
highest number of votes in the Commonwealth for Governor at the last preceding gubernatorial elec-
tion. The representation of the two parties shall be equal at each precinct having an even number of
officers and shall vary by no more than one at each precinct having an odd number of officers. If prac-
ticable, officers shall be appointed from lists of nominations filed by the political parties entitled to
appointments. The party shall file its nominations with the secretary of the electoral board at least 10
days before February 1 each year. The electoral board may appoint additional citizens who do not rep-
resent any political party to serve as officers. If practicable, no more than one-third of the total number
of officers appointed for each precinct may be citizens who do not represent any political party.

Officers of election shall serve for all elections held in their respective precincts during their terms of
office unless a substitute is required to be appointed pursuant to § 24.2-117 or the electoral board
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decides that fewer officers are needed for a particular election, in which case party representation
shall be maintained as provided above. For a primary election involving only one political party, per-
sons representing the political party holding the primary shall serve as the officers of election if pos-
sible.

The electoral board shall ensure that one officer is designated as the chief officer of election and one
officer is designated as the assistant for each precinct. The officer designated as the assistant for a pre-
cinct, whenever practicable, shall not represent the same political party as the chief officer for the pre-
cinct. Notwithstanding any other provision of this section, where representatives for one or both of the
two political parties having the largest number of votes for Governor in the last preceding gubernat-
orial election are unavailable, citizens who do not represent either of those two political parties may
be designated as the chief officer and the assistant chief officer. In such case, the general registrar
shall provide notice to representatives of both parties at least 10 days prior to the election that he
intends to use nonaffiliated officers so that each party shall have the opportunity to provide additional
nominations. The electoral board may also appoint at least one officer of election who reports to the
precinct at least one hour prior to the closing of the precinct and whose primary responsibility is to
assist with closing the precinct and reporting the results of the votes at the precinct.

The electoral board shall ensure that each chief officer and assistant is instructed in his duties not less
than three nor more than 30 days before each election. Each officer of election may be instructed in
his duties at an appropriate time or times before each November general election, and training of the
officers of election shall be conducted as provided by § 24.2-115.2.

Notwithstanding the provisions of § 24.2-117, if an officer of election is unable to serve at any election
during his term of office, the electoral board may at any time appoint a substitute who shall hold office
and serve for the unexpired term.

Additional officers shall be appointed in accordance with this section at any time that the electoral
board determines that they are needed or as required by law.

If practicable, substitute officers or additional officers appointed after the electoral board's regular meet-
ing in the first week of February shall be appointed from lists of nominations filed by the political
parties entitled to appointments. The electoral board or the general registrar shall inform the political
parties of the decision of the electoral board to make such appointments and the party shall file its
nominations with the secretary of the electoral board or the general registrar within five business days.

The secretary of the electoral board or general registrar shall prepare a list of the officers of election
that shall be available for inspection and posted in the general registrar's office prior to March 1 each
year. Whenever substitute or additional officers are appointed, the secretary of the electoral board or
the general registrar shall promptly add the names of the appointees to the public list. Upon request
and at a reasonable charge not to exceed the actual cost incurred, the secretary of the electoral board
or the general registrar shall provide a copy of the list of the officers of election, including their party
designation and precinct to which they are assigned, to any requesting political party or candidate.
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Code 1950, §§ 24-30, 24-193, 24-195, 24-199; 1950, p. 164; 1970, c. 462, §§ 24.1-32, 24.1-105, 24.1-
106; 1972, c. 620; 1975, c. 515; 1976, c. 616; 1978, cc. 330, 778; 1980, c. 639; 1982, c. 650; 1984, c.
480; 1986, c. 558; 1989, c. 227; 1993, c. 641; 1997, c. 459; 1998, c. 187; 2002, cc. 66, 216; 2003, cc.
232, 1015; 2005, c. 820; 2009, cc. 639, 865, 870, 874; 2010, cc. 190, 347, 769; 2013, c. 461; 2014, cc.
410, 777; 2015, c. 667; 2016, cc. 18, 492, 752, 766.

§ 24.2-115.1. Officers of election; hours of service.
The electoral board or general registrar may provide that the officers of election for one or more pre-
cincts may be assigned to work all or a portion of the time that the precinct is open on election day or
reassigned to another precinct for the remaining portion of election day, as needed. Any officer of elec-
tion assisting with the closing of the precinct and reporting the results of the votes at the precinct shall
be required to report to the precinct at least one hour prior to the closing of the precinct. However, the
chief officer and the assistant chief officer, appointed pursuant to § 24.2-115 to represent the two polit-
ical parties, shall be on duty at all times. The electoral board or general registrar may provide for the
administration of the oath of office provided for in § 24.2-120 and the oath required in § 24.2-611 to be
kept with the pollbook at times convenient for officers of election assigned to work only a portion of the
time that the precinct is open on election day.

1998, cc. 549, 572; 2001, c. 623; 2009, cc. 396, 865, 870, 874; 2013, cc. 444, 462; 2016, cc. 18, 492.

§ 24.2-115.2. Officers of election; required training.
A. Each officer of election shall receive training consistent with the standards set by the State Board
pursuant to § 24.2-103. This training shall be conducted by the electoral boards and general regis-
trars, using the standardized training programs and materials developed by the State Board for this
purpose. However, any electoral board and general registrar may instead require that the officers of
election complete the online training course provided by the State Board pursuant to subsection D of §
24.2-103. Each officer of election shall receive such training, or complete the online training course,
before the first election in which he will be serving as an officer of election. Such requirement shall
apply to each term for which the officer of election is appointed.

B. Notwithstanding the provisions of subsection A, each officer of election shall receive additional
training or instruction whenever a change to election procedures is made to this title or to regulations
that alters the duties or conduct of the officers of election. Such changes shall include changes to vot-
ing systems, electronic pollbook equipment or programming, voter identification requirements, and pro-
visional ballot requirements. Such additional training shall be conducted or instruction given to all
relevant individuals promptly after the law or regulation has taken effect, but not less than three days
prior to the first election occurring in the locality after the law or regulation has taken effect.

C. Following any training conducted pursuant to this section, the electoral boards shall certify to the
State Board that the officers of election in its jurisdiction have received the required training. Such cer-
tification shall include the dates of each completed training.

2016, cc. 752, 766; 2020, cc. 286, 1148.
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§ 24.2-116. Compensation of officers; volunteer officers.
The governing body of each county, city, or town shall pay its officers of election at least $75 for each
full day's service rendered on each election day. In addition, the governing body shall pay each officer
$10 and mileage at the rate payable to members of the General Assembly for each time he delivers
pollbooks and ballots to the polling place and each time he delivers returns and ballots to the appro-
priate official after the polls close. Jurisdictions may increase the salary of the officers collecting and
delivering materials by at least $10 and the equivalent of mileage expenses from the furthest polling
place in the locality in lieu of calculating the mileage and extra pay required by this section.

An officer of election may waive compensation and serve as an unpaid volunteer officer. Unpaid volun-
teer officers shall possess the qualifications and fulfill the requirements that apply to paid officers of
election.

Code 1950, §§ 24-207 through 24-209; 1950, p. 245; 1956, c. 235; 1968, c. 141; 1970, c. 462, § 24.1-
107; 1972, c. 620; 1974, c. 428; 1993, c. 641; 2003, c. 1015; 2012, c. 489.

§ 24.2-117. Request for removal of officer of election.
A candidate may require the removal of an officer of election for the election in which he is a candidate
by a request in writing, filed at least seven days before the election with the electoral board appointing
the officer, on the grounds that the officer is the spouse, parent, grandparent, sibling, child, or grand-
child of an opposing candidate. A member of the electoral board may also request the removal of an
officer of election whom he knows to be the spouse, parent, grandparent, sibling, child, or grandchild
of a candidate in the election by a request in writing, filed at least seven days before the election with
the electoral board. Upon receipt of a timely written request pursuant to this section, the electoral
board shall ensure that a substitute is appointed to serve for that election.

1982, c. 650, § 24.1-105.1; 1993, c. 641; 2014, c. 410; 2016, cc. 18, 492.

§ 24.2-118. Appointments when officers fail to serve.
If an officer of election is absent or unable to serve and the polls have been open for one hour, the
remaining officers of election shall appoint a substitute officer of election for the precinct. The sub-
stitute officer shall possess the same qualifications and, after taking the requisite oath, have the same
powers as officers appointed by an electoral board.

Code 1950, § 24-197; 1970, c. 462, § 24.1-108; 1993, c. 641.

§ 24.2-118.1. Repealed.
Repealed by Acts 2020, c. 838, cl. 2.

Article 6 - Miscellaneous Provisions

§ 24.2-119. Restrictions on persons holding other offices serving as member of electoral board,
registrar, or officer of election.
No person, nor the deputy of any person, who is employed by or holds any office or post of profit or
emolument, or who holds any elective office of profit or trust, under the governments of the United
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States, the Commonwealth, or any county, city, or town, shall be appointed a member of the electoral
board or general registrar. No person, nor the deputy or the employee of any person, who holds any
elective office of profit or trust under the government of the United States, the Commonwealth, or any
county, city, or town of the Commonwealth, shall be appointed a deputy registrar or officer of election.

Code 1950, §§ 24-31, 24-198; 1970, c. 462, § 24.1-33; 1971, Ex. Sess., c. 204; 1986, c. 248; 1993, c.
641; 2022, c. 140.

§ 24.2-119.1. Prohibition on discrimination in employment; penalty.
Any person who serves as a member of a local electoral board, a deputy general registrar, or an
officer of election shall neither be discharged from employment nor have any adverse personnel
action taken against him, nor shall he be required to use sick leave or vacation time, as a result of his
absence from employment due to his service at a polling place on election day or at a meeting of the
electoral board following the election to ascertain the results of such election pursuant to § 24.2-671,
provided that he gave reasonable notice to his employer of such service. No such person who serves
for four or more hours, including travel time, on his day of service shall be required to start any work
shift that begins on or after 5:00 p.m. on the day of his service or begins before 3:00 a.m. on the day fol-
lowing the day of his service. Any employer violating the provisions of this section shall be guilty of a
Class 3 misdemeanor.

2020, c. 838; 2022, c. 140.

§ 24.2-120. Oath of office.
The oath of office for the members of the electoral board, registrars, and officers of election shall be
the oath stated in Article II, § 7, of the Constitution. Each member of the electoral board, registrar, and
officer of election shall take and sign the oath before performing the duties of his office.

Each member of an electoral board and general registrar shall file the original signed oath in the
clerk's office of the circuit court of his county or city. The general registrar shall file a copy with the sec-
retary of his electoral board.

The oath of office for deputy and substitute registrars, officers of election, and voting equipment cus-
todians may be administered by a general registrar or a notary as well as by persons authorized to
administer oaths under § 49-3.

The oath of office for officers of election may be administered by a member of the electoral board, the
general registrar, a deputy or substitute registrar, as well as by notaries and persons authorized to
administer oaths under § 49-3.

Code 1950, §§ 24-29, 24-30, 24-32, 24-33, 24-42, 24-52, 24-52.1, 24-55, 24-61, 24-65, 24-66, 24-
118.1, 24-199; 1954, c. 691; 1962, c. 475; 1964, c. 608; 1968, cc. 97, 141; 1970, c. 462, §§ 24.1-29,
24.1-32, 24.1-43; 1971, Ex. Sess., c. 204; 1973, c. 30; 1974, c. 428; 1975, c. 515; 1976, c. 12; 1978, c.
778; 1980, c. 639; 1981, c. 425; 1982, cc. 290, 650; 1983, c. 511; 1984, c. 480; 1985, c. 197; 1986, c.
558; 1988, c. 528; 1989, c. 227; 1993, c. 641; 2005, c. 820; 2012, cc. 328, 486; 2022, c. 140.
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§ 24.2-121. Defense of the electoral board, its members, and the general registrar staff; appoint-
ment of counsel.
If any electoral board, any of its members, any general registrar, or any employee of or paid deputy to
a registrar is made defendant in any civil action arising out of the performance of his official duties,
and does not have legal defense provided under applicable insurance coverage, the officer,
employee, or deputy may apply to the Virginia Division of Risk Management to assign counsel for his
defense in the action. In such case, and regardless of whether or not the civil action seeks monetary
damages, the Division shall obtain one or more attorneys to defend such action, which attorney may
be the Attorney General, the attorney for the Commonwealth of the particular locality served by the
defendant, or one or more private attorneys as may be appropriate. In the case of any private attorney,
the Division shall determine the appropriate rate of compensation. All private attorneys' fees and any
expenses incurred in the defense of the action shall be paid from the treasury of the Commonwealth of
Virginia.

1986, c. 558, § 24.1-31.1; 1990, c. 201; 1993, c. 641; 2005, cc. 492, 548; 2022, c. 140.

§ 24.2-122. Status of members of electoral boards, registrars, and officers of election.
Members of electoral boards, registrars, and officers of election shall serve the Commonwealth and its
localities in administering the election laws. They shall be deemed to be employees of the county or
city in which they serve except as otherwise specifically provided by state law.

A county or city may retain officers of election as independent contractors.

Deputy registrars who agree to serve without pay are not state or local employees for any purpose.

Code 1950, §§ 24-30, 24-199; 1970, c. 462, § 24.1-32; 1975, c. 515; 1978, c. 778; 1980, c. 639; 1982,
c. 650; 1986, c. 558; 1989, c. 227; 1993, c. 641; 2018, c. 675; 2022, c. 140.

§ 24.2-123. Requirements for registration and voting; prohibition on use of power of attorney.
No action undertaken to fulfill any requirement of this title to register or vote shall be valid or complete
when the action is based on the exercise of a power of attorney, or other writing, in which any principal
shall have vested any power or authority in an attorney-in-fact or other agent.

1995, cc. 192, 234.

§ 24.2-124. Repealed.
Repealed by Acts 2021, Sp. Sess. I, cc. 528 and 533, cl. 2, effective July 1, 2021.

§ 24.2-124.1. Acceptance of certain gifts and funding prohibited.
The State Board, the Department, each local electoral board, and all offices of the general registrar
shall not solicit, accept, use, or dispose of any money, grants, property, or services given by a private
individual or nongovernmental entity for the purpose of funding voter education and outreach pro-
grams, voter registration programs, or any other expense incurred in the conduct of elections.

This section shall not be construed to prohibit (i) the operation of a polling place or voter satellite office
in a facility furnished by a private individual or nongovernmental entity that otherwise meets the
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requirements for polling places provided in §§ 24.2-310 and 24.2-310.1 or voter satellite offices
provided in § 24.2-701.2 or (ii) acceptance of a federal government grant funded in whole or part by
donations from private individuals or nongovernmental entities.

2022, cc. 697, 698.

Chapter 1.1 - Rights of Voters

§ 24.2-125. Definitions.
For purposes of this chapter, "protected class" means a group of citizens protected from discrimination
based on race or color or membership in a language minority group.

2021, Sp. Sess. I, cc. 528, 533.

§ 24.2-126. Vote denial or dilution.
A. No voting qualification or prerequisite to voting or standard, practice, or procedure shall be imposed
or applied by the state or any locality in a manner that results in a denial or abridgement of the right of
any citizen of the United States to vote based on race or color or membership in a language minority
group.

B. A violation of subsection A is established if, on the basis of the totality of circumstances, it is shown
that the political processes leading to nomination or election in the state or a locality are not equally
open to participation by members of a protected class in that its members have less opportunity than
other members of the electorate to participate in the political processes or to elect representatives of
their choice. The extent to which members of a protected class have been elected to office in the state
or locality is one circumstance that may be considered.

C. Nothing in this section shall be construed to establish a right to have members of a protected class
elected in numbers equal to their proportion in the population.

2021, Sp. Sess. I, cc. 528, 533.

§ 24.2-127. Impairment of voting rights of registered voters.
Nothing in this chapter shall be construed to deny, impair, or otherwise adversely affect the right to
vote of any registered voter.

2021, Sp. Sess. I, cc. 528, 533.

§ 24.2-128. Minority language accessibility.
A. The State Board shall designate a county, city, or town as a covered locality if it determines, in con-
sultation with the Director of the Census, on the basis of the 2010 American Community Survey
census data and subsequent American Community Survey data in five-year increments, or com-
parable census data, that (i) more than five percent of the citizens of voting age of such county, city, or
town are members of a single language minority and are unable to speak or understand English
adequately enough to participate in the electoral process; (ii) more than 10,000 of the citizens of voting
age of such county, city, or town are members of a single language minority and are unable to speak
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or understand English adequately enough to participate in the electoral process; or (iii) in the case of a
county, city, or town containing all or any part of an Indian reservation, more than five percent of the
American Indian citizens of voting age within the Indian reservation are members of a single language
minority and are unable to speak or understand English adequately enough to participate in the elect-
oral process.

B. Whenever a covered locality provides any voting or election materials, it shall provide such mater-
ials in the language of the applicable minority group as well as in the English language. For purposes
of this requirement, "voting or election materials" means registration or voting notices, forms, instruc-
tions, assistance, voter information pamphlets, ballots, sample ballots, candidate qualification inform-
ation, and notices regarding changes to local election districts, precincts, or polling places. For
purposes of this requirement, "registration notices" means any notice of voter registration approval,
denial, or cancellation required by the provisions of Chapter 4 (§ 24.2-400 et seq.). A covered locality
may distribute such materials in the preferred language identified by the voter.

C. The Attorney General, or any qualified voter who is a member of a language minority group for
whom a covered locality is required to provide voting or election materials in such language, may insti-
tute a cause of action in the circuit court of the covered locality to compel the provision of the voting or
election materials in the language of the applicable minority group. In such action, the court may, in its
discretion, allow a private plaintiff a reasonable attorney fee as part of the costs, if such plaintiff is the
prevailing party.

2021, Sp. Sess. I, cc. 528, 533.

§ 24.2-129. Covered practices; actions required prior to enactment or administration.
A. For the purposes of this section:

"Certification of no objection" means a certification issued by the Attorney General that there is no
objection to the enactment or administration of a covered practice by a locality because the covered
practice neither has the purpose or effect of denying or abridging the right to vote based on race or
color or membership in a language minority group nor will result in the retrogression in the position of
members of a racial or ethnic group with respect to their effective exercise of the electoral franchise.

"Covered practice" means:

1. Any change to the method of election of members of a governing body or an elected school board
by adding seats elected at large or by converting one or more seats elected from a single-member dis-
trict to one or more at-large seats or seats from a multi-member district;

2. Any change, or series of changes within a 12-month period, to the boundaries of the locality that
reduces by more than five percentage points the proportion of the locality's voting age population that
is composed of members of a single racial or language minority group, as determined by the most
recent American Community Survey data;
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3. Any change to the boundaries of election districts or wards in the locality, including changes made
pursuant to a decennial redistricting measure;

4. Any change that restricts the ability of any person to provide interpreter services to voters in any lan-
guage other than English or that limits or impairs the creation or distribution of voting or election mater-
ials in any language other than English; or

5. Any change that reduces the number of or consolidates or relocates polling places in the locality,
except where permitted by law in the event of an emergency.

"Voting age population" means the resident population of persons who are 18 years of age or older,
as determined by the most recent American Community Survey data available at the time any change
to a covered practice is published pursuant to subsection B.

B. Prior to enacting or seeking to administer any voting qualification or prerequisite to voting, or any
standard, practice, or procedure with respect to voting, that is a covered practice, the governing body
shall cause to be published on the official website for the locality the proposed covered practice and
general notice of opportunity for public comment on the proposed covered practice. The governing
body shall also publicize the notice through press releases and such other media as will best serve
the purpose and subject involved. Such notice shall be made at least 45 days in advance of the last
date prescribed in the notice for public comment.

Public comment shall be accepted for a period of no fewer than 30 days. During this period, the gov-
erning body shall afford interested persons an opportunity to submit data, views, and arguments in writ-
ing by mail, fax, or email, or through an online public comment forum on the official website for the
locality if one has been established. The governing body shall conduct at least one public hearing dur-
ing this period to receive public comment on the proposed covered practice.

The governing body may make changes to the proposed covered practice in response to public com-
ment received. If doing so, the revised covered practice shall be published and public comment shall
be accepted in accordance with this subsection, except the public comment period shall be no fewer
than 15 days.

C. Following the public comment period or periods prescribed in subsection B, the governing body
shall publish the final covered practice, which shall include a plain English description of the practice
and the text of an ordinance giving effect to the practice, maps of proposed boundary changes, or
other relevant materials, and notice that the covered practice will take effect in 30 days. During this 30-
day waiting period, any person who will be subject to or affected by the covered practice may chal-
lenge in the circuit court of the locality where the covered practice is to be implemented the covered
practice as (i) having the purpose or effect of denying or abridging the right to vote on the basis of race
or color or membership in a language minority group or (ii) resulting in the retrogression in the position
of members of a racial or ethnic group with respect to their effective exercise of the electoral franchise.
In such action, the court may, in its discretion, allow a private plaintiff a reasonable attorney fee as part
of the costs, if such plaintiff is the prevailing party.



D. The governing body of a locality seeking to administer or implement a covered practice, in lieu of
following the provisions of subsections B and C, may submit the proposed covered practice to the
Office of the Attorney General for issuance of a certification of no objection. Such practice shall not be
given effect until the Attorney General has issued such certification. A certification of no objection shall
be deemed to have been issued if the Attorney General does not interpose an objection within 60
days of the governing body's submission or if, upon good cause shown and to facilitate an expedited
approval within 60 days of the governing body's submission, the Attorney General has affirmatively
indicated that no such objection will be made. An affirmative indication by the Attorney General that no
objection will be made or the absence of an objection to the covered practice by the Attorney General
shall not bar a subsequent action to enjoin enforcement of such qualification, prerequisite, standard,
practice, or procedure.

2021, Sp. Sess. I, cc. 528, 533.

§ 24.2-130. At-large method of election; limitations; violations; remedies.
A. An at-large method of election, including one that combines at-large elections with district- or ward-
based elections, shall not be imposed or applied by the governing body of any locality in a manner
that impairs the ability of members of a protected class, as defined in § 24.2-125, to elect candidates of
its choice or its ability to influence the outcome of an election, as a result of the dilution or the abridge-
ment of the rights of voters who are members of a protected class.

B. A violation of subsection A is established if it is shown that racially polarized voting occurs in local
elections and that this, in combination with the method of election, dilutes the voting strength of mem-
bers of a protected class. For purposes of this subsection, "racially polarized voting" refers to the
extent to which the candidate preferences of members of the protected class and other voters in the jur-
isdiction have differed in recent elections for the office at issue and other offices in which the voters
have been presented with a choice between candidates who are members of the protected class and
candidates who are not members of the protected class. A finding of racially polarized voting or a viol-
ation of subsection A shall not be precluded by the fact that members of a protected class are not geo-
graphically compact or concentrated in a locality. Proof of an intent on the part of voters or elected
officials to discriminate against members of a protected class shall not be required to prove a violation
of subsection A.

C. Any voter who is a member of a protected class, as defined in § 24.2-125, and who resides in a loc-
ality where a violation of this section is alleged shall be entitled to initiate a cause of action in the cir-
cuit court of the county or city in which the locality is located. In such action, the court may, in its
discretion, allow a private plaintiff a reasonable attorney fee as part of the costs, if such plaintiff is the
prevailing party.

D. Upon a finding of a violation of this section, the court shall implement appropriate remedies that are
tailored to remedy the violation.

2021, Sp. Sess. I, cc. 528, 533.
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§ 24.2-131. Voter Education and Outreach Fund.
There is hereby created in the state treasury a special nonreverting fund to be known as the Voter
Outreach and Education Fund, referred to in this section as "the Fund." The Fund shall be established
on the books of the Comptroller. All penalties and charges directed to this fund by § 24.2-104.1 and all
other funds from any public or private source directed to the Fund shall be paid into the state treasury
and credited to the Fund. Interest earned on moneys in the Fund shall remain in the Fund and be cred-
ited to it. Any moneys remaining in the Fund, including interest thereon, at the end of each fiscal year
shall not revert to the general fund but shall remain in the Fund. Moneys in the Fund shall be used
solely for the purposes of educating voters and persons qualified to be voters on the rights ensured to
them pursuant to federal and state constitutional and statutory law and remedies. Expenditures and
disbursements from the Fund shall be made by the State Treasurer on warrants issued by the Comp-
troller upon written request signed by the Secretary of Administration or his designee.

2021, Sp. Sess. I, cc. 528, 533.

Chapter 2 - Federal, Commonwealth, and Local Officers

Article 1 - General Provisions

§ 24.2-200. When terms to begin.
The terms of all officers chosen at a November general election shall begin on the January 1 suc-
ceeding their election unless otherwise provided in this chapter. Notwithstanding any other provision
of law, the terms of all officers elected at a May general election shall begin on the July 1 succeeding
their election. They shall continue to discharge the duties of their respective offices until their suc-
cessors qualify.

Code 1950, §§ 24-142, 24-169; 1970, c. 462, § 24.1-73; 1993, c. 641.

§ 24.2-201. When term of officer elected to fill vacancy commences and expires.
The term of office of any person chosen at a special election to fill a vacancy in any public office shall
commence as soon as he shall qualify and give bond, if bond is required, and shall continue for the
unexpired term of such office. Any person so elected shall qualify and give bond, if bond is required,
no later than thirty days following the date on which the special election was held.

Code 1950, § 24-144; 1970, c. 462, § 24.1-75; 1982, c. 146; 1993, c. 641.

Article 2 - FEDERAL OFFICES

§ 24.2-202. Electors for President and Vice President.
The qualified voters of the Commonwealth shall choose the Commonwealth's electors for President
and Vice President of the United States at the general election in November 1996, and every fourth
year thereafter. Each voter shall vote for a number of electors which equals the whole number of sen-
ators and representatives to which the Commonwealth at that time is entitled in the Congress of the
United States.
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Code 1950, § 24-7; 1970, c. 462, § 24.1-8; 1993, c. 641.

§ 24.2-203. Convening of electors; filling vacancies; how electors required to vote.
The electors shall convene at the capitol building in the capital city of the Commonwealth at 12:00
noon on the first Monday after the second Wednesday in December following their election. Those
electors present shall immediately fill, by ballot and by a plurality of votes, any vacancy due to death,
failure or inability to attend, refusal to act, or other cause. When all electors are present, or the vacan-
cies have been filled, they shall proceed to perform the duties required of such electors by the Con-
stitution and laws of the United States.

Electors selected by the state convention of any political party as defined in § 24.2-101 shall be
required to vote for the nominees of the national convention to which the state convention elects del-
egates. Electors named in any petition of qualified voters as provided in § 24.2-543 shall be required
to vote for the persons named for President and for Vice President in the petition.

Code 1950, §§ 24-8, 24-9, 24-290.6; 1962, c. 536; 1970, c. 462, §§ 24.1-9, 24.1-162; 1993, c. 641;
2001, c. 630.

§ 24.2-204. Election of electors and meeting when Congress prescribes a different day.
If Congress establishes a different day for choosing electors, or appoints a different day for their meet-
ing to give their votes, then the election shall be held and the meeting of the electors take place on
those days.

Code 1950, §§ 24-8, 24-9; 1962, c. 536; 1970, c. 462, § 24.1-9; 1993, c. 641.

§ 24.2-205. Pay of electors.
Each elector shall receive the sum of fifty dollars per day while actually engaged in the discharge of
his official duties and the same mileage as is allowed to members of the General Assembly.

Code 1950, § 24-10; 1970, c. 462, § 24.1-10; 1976, c. 616; 1993, c. 641.

§ 24.2-206. Election and term of United States Senators.
The qualified voters of the Commonwealth shall elect its members of the United States Senate at the
general election held in November next preceding the expiration of each member's respective term of
office, for terms of six years to begin on the January 3 following their election.

Code 1950, § 24-1; 1970, c. 462, § 24.1-2; 1993, c. 641.

§ 24.2-207. Filling vacancies in Senate.
When any vacancy occurs in the representation of the Commonwealth of Virginia in the United States
Senate, the Governor shall issue a writ of election to fill the vacancy for the remainder of the unexpired
term. The election shall be held on the next succeeding November general election date or, if the
vacancy occurs within 120 days prior to that date, on the second succeeding November general elec-
tion date. The Governor may make a temporary appointment to fill the vacancy until the qualified
voters fill the same by election.

Code 1950, § 24-2; 1970, c. 462, § 24.1-3; 1993, c. 641.

http://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/24.2-101/
http://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/24.2-543/
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?011+ful+CHAP0630


§ 24.2-208. Election and term of members of House of Representatives.
The qualified voters of each congressional district shall elect one member of the United States House
of Representatives at the general election in November 1994, and every second year thereafter, for
the term of two years to begin on the January 3 following his election.

Code 1950, § 24-5; 1970, c. 462, § 24.1-6; 1993, c. 641.

§ 24.2-209. Filling vacancies in House of Representatives.
When any vacancy occurs in the representation of the Commonwealth of Virginia in the House of Rep-
resentatives, or when a representative-elect dies or resigns, the Governor shall issue a writ of election
to fill the vacancy. Upon receipt of written notification by a representative or representative-elect of his
resignation as of a stated date, the Governor may immediately issue a writ to call the election. The rep-
resentative's or representative-elect's resignation shall not be revocable after the date stated by him
for his resignation or after the forty-fifth day before the date set for the special election.

Code 1950, § 24-6; 1970, c. 462, § 24.1-7; 1983, c. 461; 1993, c. 641; 2003, c. 1015; 2010, cc. 449,
645.

Article 3 - STATEWIDE OFFICES: GOVERNOR, LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR,
AND ATTORNEY GENERAL

§ 24.2-210. Election and term of Governor, Lieutenant Governor, and Attorney General.
The qualified voters of the Commonwealth shall elect the Governor, Lieutenant Governor, and Attor-
ney General at the general election in November 1997, and every fourth year thereafter for terms of
four years, to commence on the Saturday after the second Wednesday in January following their elec-
tion.

The person having the highest number of votes for each office shall be declared elected. If two or
more have the highest and an equal number of votes for an office, one of them shall be chosen for the
office by a majority of the total membership of the General Assembly.

Code 1950, §§ 24-148, 24-149; 1962, c. 536; 1970, c. 462, §§ 24.1-80, 24.1-81; 1971, Ex. Sess., cc.
119, 131; 1993, c. 641.

§ 24.2-211. Discharge of duties when office of Governor is vacant or Governor is disabled.
When the Governor-elect is disqualified, resigns, or dies following his election but prior to taking
office, the Lieutenant Governor-elect shall succeed to the office of Governor for the full term. When the
Governor-elect fails to assume office for any other reason, the Lieutenant Governor-elect shall serve
as acting Governor.

Whenever the Governor transmits to the President pro tempore of the Senate and the Speaker of the
House of Delegates his written declaration that he is unable to discharge the powers and duties of his
office and until he transmits to them a written declaration to the contrary, such powers and duties shall
be discharged by the Lieutenant Governor as acting Governor.
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Whenever the Attorney General, the President pro tempore of the Senate, and the Speaker of the
House of Delegates, or a majority of the total membership of the General Assembly, transmit to the
Clerk of the Senate and the Clerk of the House of Delegates their written declaration that the Governor
is unable to discharge the powers and duties of his office, the Lieutenant Governor shall immediately
assume the powers and duties of the office as acting Governor.

Thereafter, when the Governor transmits to the Clerk of the Senate and the Clerk of the House of
Delegates his written declaration that no inability exists, he shall resume the powers and duties of his
office unless the Attorney General, the President pro tempore of the Senate, and the Speaker of the
House of Delegates, or a majority of the total membership of the General Assembly, transmit within
four days to the Clerk of the Senate and the Clerk of the House of Delegates their written declaration
that the Governor is unable to discharge the powers and duties of his office. Thereupon the General
Assembly shall decide the issue, convening within forty-eight hours for that purpose, if not already in
session. If within twenty-one days after receipt of the latter declaration or, if the General Assembly is
not in session, within twenty-one days after the General Assembly is required to convene, the General
Assembly determines by three-fourths vote of the elected membership of each house of the General
Assembly that the Governor is unable to discharge the powers and duties of his office, the Lieutenant
Governor shall become Governor; otherwise, the Governor shall resume the powers and duties of his
office.

In the case of the removal of the Governor from office or in the case of his disqualification, death or
resignation, the Lieutenant Governor shall become Governor.

If a vacancy exists in the office of Lieutenant Governor when the Lieutenant Governor is to succeed to
the office of Governor or to serve as acting Governor, the Attorney General, if he is eligible to serve as
Governor, shall succeed to the office of Governor for the unexpired term or serve as acting Governor. If
the Attorney General is ineligible to serve as Governor, the Speaker of the House of Delegates, if he is
eligible to serve as Governor, shall succeed to the office of Governor. If a vacancy exists in the office
of the Speaker of the House of Delegates or if the Speaker of the House of Delegates is ineligible to
serve as Governor, the House of Delegates shall convene and fill the vacancy.

Code 1950, § 24-150; 1960, c. 488; 1970, c. 462, § 24.1-82; 1971, Ex. Sess., c. 165; 1993, c. 641.

§ 24.2-212. Discharge of duties when office of Lieutenant Governor vacant.
When a vacancy occurs in the office of Lieutenant Governor, the duties of that office shall be dis-
charged by the President pro tempore of the Senate, but he shall not by reason thereof be deprived of
his right to act and vote as a member of the Senate.

Code 1950, § 24-152; 1970, c. 462, § 24.1-84; 1973, c. 30; 1993, c. 641.

§ 24.2-213. Filling vacancy in office of Attorney General.
If a vacancy occurs in the office of Attorney General during the session of the General Assembly, the
General Assembly shall fill the vacancy by a majority vote of the total membership. If a vacancy occurs
during a recess of the General Assembly, the Governor shall appoint a successor to serve for the



remainder of the unexpired term or until the end of thirty days after the commencement of the next ses-
sion of the General Assembly, whichever happens first. At that next session, the General Assembly
shall fill the vacancy by election by a majority vote of the total membership for the unexpired portion of
the term.

Code 1950, § 24-153; 1970, c. 462, § 24.1-85; 1993, c. 641.

Article 4 - GENERAL ASSEMBLY

§ 24.2-214. Election and term of Senators.
The members of the Senate of Virginia shall be elected at the general election in November 1995, and
every four years thereafter for terms of four years, to begin on the second Wednesday in January suc-
ceeding their election.

Code 1950, § 24-13; 1970, c. 462, § 24.1-13; 1993, c. 641.

§ 24.2-215. Election and term of members of the House of Delegates.
The members of the House of Delegates shall be elected at the general election in November 1995,
and every two years thereafter for terms of two years, to begin on the second Wednesday in January
succeeding their election.

Code 1950, § 24-11; 1958, c. 333; 1970, c. 462, § 24.1-11; 1993, c. 641.

§ 24.2-216. Filling vacancies in the General Assembly.
When a vacancy occurs in the membership of the General Assembly during the recess of the General
Assembly or when a member-elect to the next General Assembly dies, resigns, or becomes legally
incapacitated to hold office prior to its meeting, the Governor shall issue a writ of election to fill the
vacancy. If the vacancy occurs during the session of the General Assembly, the Speaker of the House
of Delegates or the President pro tempore of the Senate, as the case may be, shall issue the writ
unless the respective house by rule or resolution shall provide otherwise. Upon receipt of written noti-
fication by a member or member-elect of his resignation as of a stated date, the Governor, Speaker, or
President Pro Tempore, as the case may be, may immediately issue the writ to call the election. The
writ shall be issued within 30 days of the vacancy or receipt of notification of the vacancy, whichever
comes first. If the vacancy occurs or will occur between December 10 and March 1, the writ shall order
the special election to be held no more than 30 days from the date of such vacancy. The member's or
member-elect's resignation shall not be revocable after the date stated by him for his resignation or
after the forty-fifth day before the date set for the special election.

The writ shall be directed to the secretaries of the electoral boards and the general registrars of the
respective counties and cities composing the district for which the election is to be held.

Notwithstanding any provision of law to the contrary, no election to fill a vacancy shall be ordered or
held if the general or special election at which it is to be called is scheduled within 75 days of the end
of the term of the office to be filled.



Code 1950, § 24-16; 1970, c. 462, § 24.1-16; 1983, c. 461; 1993, c. 641; 2003, c. 1015; 2010, cc. 449,
645; 2016, cc. 18, 492; 2023, c. 306.

Article 5 - CONSTITUTIONAL AND LOCAL OFFICERS

§ 24.2-217. Election and terms of constitutional officers.
The qualified voters of each county shall elect a sheriff, an attorney for the Commonwealth, a treas-
urer, and a commissioner of the revenue at the general election in November 1995, and every four
years thereafter unless a county has adopted an optional form of government which provides that the
office be abolished or a county's charter so provides. The qualified voters of each city, unless its
charter provides otherwise, shall elect a sheriff, an attorney for the Commonwealth, a treasurer, and a
commissioner of the revenue at the general election in November 1997, and every four years there-
after. All shall hold office for a term of four years beginning the January 1 next succeeding their elec-
tion.

The qualified voters of the several counties shall elect a clerk of the circuit court of the county at the
general election in November 1999, and every eight years thereafter. The qualified voters of each city
having a circuit court shall elect a clerk of the circuit court at the November 1995, general election and
every eight years thereafter. They shall hold office for a term of eight years beginning the January 1
next succeeding their election.

If a county and city share any of the offices to which this section applies, the qualified voters of the city
shall cast their votes for that office according to the schedule set forth above for counties.

Code 1950, §§ 24-154, 24-155, 24-161, 24-162, 24-167; 1970, c. 462, §§ 24.1-86, 24.1-87; 1971, Ex.
Sess., c. 119; 1979, c. 522; 1993, c. 641.

§ 24.2-218. Election and term of county supervisors.
A. The qualified voters of each county election district shall elect one or more supervisors at the gen-
eral election in November 1995, and every four years thereafter for terms of four years, except as
provided in § 24.2-219 or as provided by law for those counties having the optional form of gov-
ernment under the provisions of Article 2 (§ 15.2-702 et seq.) of Chapter 7 of Title 15.2.

B. Notwithstanding any other provision of law, general or special, in a county that imposes district-
based or ward-based residency requirements for members of the board of supervisors, the member
elected from each district or ward shall be elected by the qualified voters of that district or ward and not
by the county at large.

Code 1950, § 24-157; 1968, c. 639; 1970, c. 462, § 24.1-88; 1971, Ex. Sess., c. 265; 1973, c. 30; 1976,
c. 616; 1981, c. 12; 1982, c. 650; 1993, c. 641; 2021, Sp. Sess. I, c. 225.

§ 24.2-219. Alternative for biennial county supervisor elections and staggered terms.
A. The governing body of any county may by ordinance provide that the county board of supervisors
be elected biennially for staggered four-year terms.
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In lieu of an ordinance by the board of supervisors, the registered voters of the county may file a peti-
tion with the circuit court of the county requesting that a referendum be held on the question of whether
the county board of supervisors should be elected biennially for staggered four-year terms. The peti-
tion shall be signed by registered voters equal in number to at least ten percent of the number
registered in the county on the January 1 preceding its filing.

The court pursuant to §§ 24.2-682 and 24.2-684 shall order the election officials on a day fixed in the
order to conduct a referendum on the question. The clerk of the court shall publish notice of the ref-
erendum in a newspaper having general circulation in the county once a week for four consecutive
weeks and shall post a copy of the notice at the door of the courthouse of the county. The question on
the ballot shall be:

"Shall the members of the county board of supervisors be elected biennially for staggered four-year
terms?

[ ] Yes

[ ] No"

The referendum shall be held and the results certified as provided in § 24.2-684.

B. If a majority of the voters voting in the referendum voted for biennial election of the members of the
board of supervisors for staggered four-year terms, or if the governing body has so provided by ordin-
ance, then the terms of supervisors elected at the next general election for supervisors shall be as fol-
lows:

1. If the number of supervisors elected in the county is an even number, half of the successful can-
didates shall be elected for terms of four years and half of the successful candidates shall be elected
for terms of two years; or

2. If the number of supervisors in the county is an odd number, the smallest number of candidates
which creates a majority of the elected supervisors shall be elected for terms of four years and all
other successful candidates shall be elected for terms of two years.

Unless the number of members who volunteer to take two-year terms exactly equals the number of
two-year terms to be assigned, the electoral board of the county shall assign the individual terms of
members by lot at its meeting on the day following the election and immediately upon certification of
the results. However, the electoral board may assign individual terms of members by election district
in a drawing at a meeting held prior to the last day for a person to qualify as a candidate, if the gov-
erning body of the county so directs by ordinance or resolution adopted at least thirty days prior to the
last day for qualification and members are elected by district. In all elections thereafter all successful
candidates shall be elected for terms of four years.

In any county where the chairman of the board is elected from the county at large pursuant to § 15.2-
503 or § 15.2-802, the provisions of this section shall not affect that office. The chairman of the board
shall be elected for a term of four years in 1995 and every four years thereafter.
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C. If the representation on the board of supervisors among the election districts is reapportioned, or
the number of districts is diminished or the boundaries of the districts are changed, elections shall be
held in each new district at the general election next preceding the expiration of the term of the office
of the member of the board representing the predecessor district of each new district. If the number of
districts is increased, the electoral board shall assign a two-year or four-year term for each new district
so as to maintain as equal as practicable the number of members to be elected at each biennial elec-
tion.

Code 1950, § 24-157; 1968, c. 639; 1970, c. 462, § 24.1-88; 1971, Ex. Sess., c. 265; 1973, c. 30; 1976,
c. 616; 1981, c. 12; 1982, c. 650; 1993, c. 641; 2011, c. 455.

§ 24.2-220. Reversion to quadrennial elections.
The governing body of any county, by ordinance, may repeal an ordinance previously adopted to
provide for the election of the board of supervisors biennially for staggered four-year terms and
provide for the election of the board of supervisors quadrennially for four-year terms. The qualified
voters of the county, by petition and referendum in accordance with the requirements and procedures
set forth in § 24.2-219, may repeal an ordinance of the board or a referendum previously adopted
which authorized the election of the board of supervisors biennially for four-year terms. The question
in the referendum to rescind shall be:

"Shall the members of the county board of supervisors be elected quadrennially for four-year terms?

[ ] Yes

[ ] No"

If a majority of the voters voting in the referendum voted for quadrennial election of the members of the
board of supervisors for four-year terms, or if the governing body has so provided by ordinance, then
the successors to those supervisors whose terms expire in 1995 or any fourth year thereafter shall be
elected for a four-year term and immediate successors to those supervisors whose terms expire in
1993 or any fourth year thereafter shall be elected for a two-year term and all subsequent successors
for a four-year term.

Code 1950, § 24-157; 1968, c. 639; 1970, c. 462, § 24.1-88; 1971, Ex. Sess., c. 265; 1973, c. 30; 1976,
c. 616; 1981, c. 12; 1982, c. 650; 1993, c. 641.

§ 24.2-221. Time and frequency of referenda on election and term of supervisors.
A referendum as provided in § 24.2-219 or § 24.2-220 shall be held only in the year preceding the
year in which a general election for supervisors is to be held. Once a referendum on either question is
held, no further referendum on either question may be held in the county for a period of four years.

Code 1950, § 24-157; 1968, c. 639; 1970, c. 462, § 24.1-88; 1971, Ex. Sess., c. 265; 1973, c. 30; 1976,
c. 616; 1981, c. 12; 1982, c. 650; 1993, c. 641.

§ 24.2-222. Election and terms of mayor and council for cities and towns.
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A. The qualified voters of each city and town shall elect a mayor, if so provided by charter, and a coun-
cil for the terms provided by charter. Notwithstanding any other provision of law, general or special, in
a city or town that imposes district-based or ward-based residency requirements for members of the
city or town council, the member elected from each district or ward shall be elected by the qualified
voters of that district or ward and not by the locality at large.

B. Except as provided in § 24.2-222.1, and notwithstanding any other provision of law, general or spe-
cial: (i) any election of mayor or councilmen of a city or town whose charter provides for such elections
at two-year or four-year intervals shall take place at the May general election of an even-numbered
year and (ii) any election of mayor or councilmen of a city or town whose charter provides for such
elections at one-year or three-year intervals shall take place at the general election in May of the years
designated by charter. The persons so elected shall enter upon the duties of their offices on July 1 suc-
ceeding their election and remain in office until their successors have qualified.

Code 1950, §§ 24-160, 24-168; 1970, c. 462, § 24.1-90; 1971, Ex. Sess., c. 119; 1972, c. 747; 1993, c.
641; 2000, c. 1045; 2021, Sp. Sess. I, c. 225.

§ 24.2-222.1. Alternative election of mayor and council at November general election in cities and
towns.
A. Notwithstanding the provisions of § 24.2-222, and notwithstanding any contrary provisions of a city
or town charter, the council of a city or town may provide by ordinance that the mayor, if an elected
mayor is provided for by charter, and council shall be elected at the November general election date of
any cycle as designated in the ordinance, for terms to commence January 1. No such ordinance shall
be adopted between January 1 and the May general election date of the year in which city or town
elections regularly are scheduled to be held therein.

B. Alternatively, the registered voters of a city or town may file a petition with the circuit court of the city
or of the county within which the town is located asking that a referendum be held on the question of
whether the city or town should elect the mayor, if an elected mayor is provided for by charter, and
council members at the November general election date of any cycle as designated in the petition.
The petition shall be signed by registered voters equal in number to at least ten percent of the number
registered in the city or town on the January 1 preceding the filing.

The court, pursuant to § 24.2-684, shall order the election officials on a day fixed in the order to con-
duct a referendum on the question, provided that no such referendum shall be scheduled between
January 1 and the May general election date of the year in which city or town elections regularly are
scheduled to be held therein. The clerk of the court shall publish notice of the referendum once a
week for the three consecutive weeks prior to the referendum in a newspaper having general cir-
culation in the city or town, and shall post a copy of the notice at the door of the courthouse of the city
or county within which the town is located. The question on the ballot shall be:
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"Shall the (city or town) change the election date of the mayor (if so provided by charter) and members
of council from the May general election to the November general election (in even-numbered or odd-
numbered years or as otherwise designated in the petition)?"

If members of the school board in the city or town are elected by the voters, the ballot question also
shall state that the change in election date applies to the election of school board members.

The referendum shall be held and the results certified as provided in § 24.2-684. If a majority of the
voters voting in the referendum vote in favor of the change, the mayor and council thereafter shall be
elected at the November general election date for terms to commence January 1.

C. Except as provided in subsection D, no term of a mayor or member of council shall be shortened in
implementing the change to the November election date. Mayors and members of council who were
elected at a May general election and whose terms are to expire as of June 30 shall continue in office
until their successors have been elected at the November general election and have been qualified to
serve.

D. In any city or town that elects its council biennially or quadrennially and that changes to the Novem-
ber general election date in odd-numbered years from the May general election date in even-
numbered years, mayors and members of council who were elected at a May general election shall
have their term of office shortened by six months but shall continue in office until their successors
have been elected at the November general election and have been qualified to serve.

2000, c. 1045; 2002, c. 30; 2016, c. 402.

§ 24.2-223. Election and term of school board members.
In any county, city or town wherein members of the school board are elected, pursuant to Article 7 (§
22.1-57.1 et seq.) of Chapter 5 of Title 22.1, elections shall be held to coincide with the election of
members of the governing body at the regular general election in November or the regular general
election in May, as the case may be. Elected school board members shall serve terms that are the
same as those of the governing body, to commence on January 1 following their election or July 1 fol-
lowing their election, as the case may be.

Notwithstanding any other provision of law, general or special, in a locality that imposes district-based
or ward-based residency requirements for members of the school board, the member elected from
each district or ward shall be elected by the qualified voters of that district or ward and not by the loc-
ality at large.

1993, c. 641; 2000, c. 1045; 2021, Sp. Sess. I, c. 225.

§ 24.2-224. Local elections not otherwise provided for.
The election to any public office required to be filled by the qualified voters of any county, city, town, or
election district for which an election time is not provided by law shall be held at the general election
immediately preceding the time provided for the term of such office to commence.

Code 1950, § 24-143; 1970, c. 462, § 24.1-74; 1993, c. 641.
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Article 6 - VACANCIES IN ELECTED CONSTITUTIONAL AND LOCAL OFFICES

§ 24.2-225. Applicability.
This article applies to vacancies in any elected constitutional or local office if there is no other stat-
utory or charter provision for filling a vacancy in the office. Further provisions within this article which
specifically override other statutory or charter provisions shall prevail.

Code 1950, § 24-145; 1958, c. 621; 1970, c. 462, § 24.1-76; 1975, c. 515; 1976, c. 616; 1977, c. 490;
1984, c. 480; 1993, c. 641.

§ 24.2-226. Election to fill vacancy.
A. A vacancy in any elected local office, whether occurring when for any reason an officer-elect does
not take office or occurring after an officer begins his term, shall be filled as provided by § 24.2-228 or
for constitutional officers as provided in § 24.2-228.1, or unless provided otherwise by statute or
charter requiring special elections within the time limits provided in this title. The governing body or, in
the case of an elected school board, the school board of the county, city, or town in which the vacancy
occurs shall, within 15 days of the occurrence of the vacancy, petition the circuit court to issue a writ of
election to fill the vacancy as set forth in Article 5 (§ 24.2-681 et seq.) of Chapter 6. Either upon receipt
of the petition or on its own motion, the court shall issue the writ ordering the election promptly and
shall order the special election to be held on the date of the next general election in November or in
May if the vacant office is regularly scheduled by law to be filled in May. However, if the governing
body or the school board requests in its petition a different date for the election, the court shall order
the special election be held on that date, so long as the date requested precedes the date of such next
general election and complies with the provisions of § 24.2-682. If the vacancy occurs within 90 days
of the next such general election and the governing body or the school board has not requested in its
petition a different date for the election, the special election shall be held on the date of the second
such general election. Upon receipt of written notification by an officer or officer-elect of his resignation
as of a stated date, the governing body or school board, as the case may be, may immediately petition
the circuit court to issue a writ of election, and the court may immediately issue the writ to call the elec-
tion. The officer's or officer-elect's resignation shall not be revocable after the date stated by him for his
resignation or after the forty-fifth day before the date set for the special election. The person so elected
shall hold the office for the remaining portion of the regular term of the office for which the vacancy is
being filled.

B. Notwithstanding any provision of law or charter to the contrary, no election to fill a vacancy shall be
ordered or held if the general election at which it is to be called is scheduled within 60 days of the end
of the term of the office to be filled.

C. Notwithstanding any provision of law or charter to the contrary, when an interim appointment to a
vacancy in any governing body or elected school board has been made by the remaining members
thereof, no election to fill the vacancy shall be ordered or held if the general election at which it is to be
called is scheduled in the year in which the term expires.
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Code 1950, §§ 24-145, 24-147.1; 1958, c. 621; 1970, c. 462, §§ 24.1-76, 24.1-79; 1975, c. 515; 1976,
c. 616; 1977, c. 490; 1984, c. 480; 1993, c. 641; 1996, c. 873; 2000, cc. 787, 1045, 1070; 2003, c.
1015; 2010, cc. 431, 449, 645; 2011, c. 206; 2014, c. 476.

§ 24.2-227. Interim appointment by court until vacancy filled by election for certain offices.
When a vacancy occurs in any local elected office other than a constitutional office, local governing
body, or an elected school board, a majority of the judges of the judicial circuit for the county or city in
which it occurs shall make an interim appointment to the office until the vacancy can be filled by spe-
cial election. The senior judge shall make the appointment if a majority of the judges cannot agree.
The chief or senior deputy, if there is one in the office, shall perform all the duties of the office until the
person appointed to fill the vacancy has qualified. The person so appointed shall hold office until the
qualified voters fill the vacancy by election and the person so elected has qualified.

Code 1950, § 24-145; 1958, c. 621; 1970, c. 462, § 24.1-76; 1975, c. 515; 1976, c. 616; 1977, c. 490;
1984, c. 480; 1993, c. 641; 1996, c. 873; 2000, cc. 787, 1070.

§ 24.2-228. Interim appointment to local governing body or elected school board; elected mayor.
A. When a vacancy occurs in a local governing body or an elected school board, the remaining mem-
bers of the body or board, respectively, within 45 days of the office becoming vacant, may appoint a
qualified voter of the election district in which the vacancy occurred to fill the vacancy. If a majority of
the remaining members of the body or board cannot agree, or do not act, the judges of the circuit court
of the county or city may make the appointment. Notwithstanding any charter provisions to the con-
trary, the person so appointed shall hold office only until the qualified voters fill the vacancy by special
election pursuant to § 24.2-682 and the person so elected has qualified. Any person so appointed
shall hold office the same as an elected person and shall exercise all powers of the elected office.

If a majority of the seats on any governing body or elected school board are vacant, the remaining
members shall not make interim appointments and the vacancies shall be filled as provided in § 24.2-
227.

B. When a vacancy occurs in the office of a mayor who is elected by the voters, the council shall make
an interim appointment to fill the vacancy as provided in subsection A.

C. For the purposes of this article and subsection D of § 22.1-57.3, local school boards comprised of
elected and appointed members shall be deemed elected school boards.

D. The failure of a member of a local governing body or elected school board or mayor to take the oath
of office required by § 49-1 before attending the first meeting of the governing body or school board
held after his election shall not be deemed to create a vacancy in his office provided that he takes the
oath within 30 days after that first meeting.

1975, c. 515, § 24.1-76.1; 1993, c. 641; 1996, c. 873; 1999, c. 128; 2010, cc. 431, 624; 2011, c. 78.

§ 24.2-228.1. Election to fill vacancy in constitutional office.
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A. Notwithstanding any provision of a charter to the contrary, a vacancy in any elected constitutional
office, whether occurring when for any reason an officer-elect does not take office or occurring after an
officer begins his term, shall be filled by special election, except as provided in subsection B. Within
15 days of the occurrence of the vacancy, the governing body of the county or city in which the
vacancy occurs shall petition the circuit court to issue a writ of election to fill the vacancy as set forth in
Article 5 (§ 24.2-681 et seq.) of Chapter 6. Either upon receipt of the petition or on its own motion, the
court shall promptly issue the writ ordering the election for a date determined pursuant to § 24.2-682.
However, the governing body may request in its petition that the special election be held on the date
of the next general election in November, and the court may order the special election to be held on
that date.

B. If a vacancy in any elected constitutional office occurs within the 12 months immediately preceding
the end of the term of that office, the governing body may petition the circuit court to request that no
special election be ordered. Upon receipt of such petition, the court shall grant such request. The
highest ranking deputy officer, or in the case of the office of attorney for the Commonwealth, the
highest ranking full-time assistant attorney for the Commonwealth, who is qualified to vote for and hold
that office, shall be vested with the powers and shall perform all of the duties of the office, and shall be
entitled to all the privileges and protections afforded by law to elected or appointed constitutional
officers, for the remainder of the unexpired term.

C. Upon receipt of written notification by an officer or officer-elect of his resignation as of a stated date,
the governing body may immediately petition the circuit court to issue a writ of election, and the court
may immediately issue the writ to call the election. The officer's or officer-elect's resignation shall not
be revocable after the date stated by him for his resignation or after the thirtieth day before the date set
for the special election.

D. Notwithstanding the provisions of subsection A, a vacancy in any elected constitutional office in
any county or city with a population of 15,000 or less, or shared by two or more units of government
with a combined population of 15,000 or less, shall be filled by a special election ordered by the court
to be held at the next ensuing general election to be held in November. If the vacancy occurs within 90
days prior to that election, however, the writ shall order the election to be held at the second ensuing
such general election.

E. Notwithstanding any provision of law to the contrary, no election to fill a vacancy shall be ordered or
held if the general election at which it is to be called is scheduled within 60 days of the end of the term
of the office to be filled.

F. Notwithstanding any provision of a charter to the contrary, the highest ranking deputy officer, or in
the case of the office of attorney for the Commonwealth, the highest ranking full-time assistant attorney
for the Commonwealth, if there is such a deputy or assistant in the office, who is qualified to vote for
and hold that office, shall be vested with the powers and shall perform all of the duties of the office,
and shall be entitled to all the privileges and protections afforded by law to elected or appointed
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constitutional officers, until the qualified voters fill the vacancy by election and the person so elected
has qualified and taken the oath of office. In the event that (i) there is no deputy officer or full-time
assistant attorney for the Commonwealth in the office or (ii) the highest-ranking deputy officer or assist-
ant attorney for the Commonwealth declines to serve, the court shall make an interim appointment to
fill the vacancy pursuant to § 24.2-227 until the qualified voters fill the vacancy by election and the per-
son so elected has qualified and taken the oath of office.

G. The absence from the county or city of a constitutional officer by reason of his service in the Armed
Forces of the United States shall not be deemed to create a vacancy in the office without a written noti-
fication by the officer of his resignation from the office. Notwithstanding any other provision of law,
including § 19.2-156, the power to relieve a constitutional officer of the duties or powers of his office or
position during the period of such absence shall remain the sole prerogative of the constitutional
officer unless expressly waived by him in writing.

2000, cc. 787, 1070; 2003, c. 1015; 2006, cc. 120, 253; 2009, c. 157; 2011, c. 599; 2015, c. 648; 2016,
cc. 453, 511.

§ 24.2-229. Appointees to qualify and give bond in thirty days.
All officers appointed to fill vacancies shall qualify and give bond, if bond is required, within thirty days
after their appointment in like manner as provided in §§ 15.2-1522 and 15.2-1523 for the qualification
of such officers when elected by the people.

Code 1950, § 24-146; 1970, c. 462, § 24.1-77; 1975, c. 515; 1993, c. 641.

§ 24.2-229.1. Legitimacy of votes by appointees.
All votes cast prior to July 1, 2010, by persons duly appointed to fill a vacancy pursuant to this article,
including votes appropriating money in excess of $500, imposing taxes, or authorizing the borrowing
of moneys, are hereby validated and confirmed as the lawful vote of an elected member of the gov-
erning body.

2010, c. 624.

Article 7 - Removal of Public Officers from Office

§ 24.2-230. Applicability of article; certain exceptions.
This article shall apply to all elected or appointed Commonwealth, constitutional, and local officers,
except officers for whose removal the Constitution of Virginia specifically provides.

However, an appointed officer shall be removed from office only by the person or authority who appoin-
ted him unless he is sentenced for a crime as provided for in § 24.2-231 or is determined to be "men-
tally incompetent" as provided for in § 24.2-232. This exception shall not apply to an officer who is (i)
appointed to fill a vacancy in an elective office or (ii) appointed to an office for a term established by
law and the appointing person or authority is not given the unqualified power of removal.

This article shall be applicable to members of local electoral boards and general registrars, but shall
not be applicable to deputy registrars who may be removed from office by the general registrar
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pursuant to § 24.2-112 or to officers of election who may be removed from office by the local electoral
board pursuant to § 24.2-109.

1975, cc. 515, 595, §§ 24.1-79.1, 24.1-79.2; 1993, c. 641; 1998, c. 582; 2004, cc. 27, 391; 2022, c.
140.

§ 24.2-231. Forfeiture of office by person sentenced for commission of certain crimes.
Any person holding any public office of honor, profit, or trust in this Commonwealth who is convicted of
a felony or any offense for which registration is required as defined in § 9.1-902 and for whom all
rights of appeal under Virginia law have expired, shall by such final conviction forfeit his office or post
and thereafter may not act therein under his previous election or appointment. A pardon which may be
afterwards granted him shall not void the forfeiture.

Code 1950, § 2.1-36; 1966, c. 677; 1975, cc. 515, 595, § 24.1-79.3; 1993, c. 641; 2007, c. 175.

§ 24.2-232. Vacancy occurring when officer determined "mentally incompetent" (incapacitated).
A person who is determined to be incapacitated in a judicial proceeding as provided for in Chapter 20
(§ 64.2-2000 et seq.) of Title 64.2 shall be deemed for purposes of Article II, Section 1 of the Con-
stitution of Virginia and this title to be "mentally incompetent" as that term is used in those provisions.
The office of any person who is so determined to be incapacitated, shall become vacant and the
vacancy filled in the manner provided by law. Notwithstanding the provisions of Chapter 20 (§ 64.2-
2000 et seq.) of Title 64.2, however, any officer shall have a jury trial unless it is waived by him or for
him by his counsel of record.

1975, cc. 515, 595, § 24.1-79.4; 1993, c. 641; 1997, c. 921; 1998, c. 582.

§ 24.2-233. (Effective until January 1, 2024) Removal of elected and certain appointed officers by
courts.
Upon petition, a circuit court may remove from office any elected officer or officer who has been
appointed to fill an elective office, residing within the jurisdiction of the court:

1. For neglect of a clear, ministerial duty, misuse of the office, or incompetence in the performance of
the duties of the office when that neglect of duty, misuse of office, or incompetence in the performance
of duties has a material adverse effect upon the conduct of the office;

2. Upon conviction of a misdemeanor pursuant to Article 1 (§ 18.2-247 et seq.) or Article 1.1 (§ 18.2-
265.1 et seq.) of Chapter 7 of Title 18.2 and after all rights of appeal have terminated involving the:

a. Manufacture, sale, gift, distribution, or possession with intent to manufacture, sell, give, or distribute
a controlled substance;

b. Sale, possession with intent to sell, or placing an advertisement for the purpose of selling drug
paraphernalia; or

c. Possession of any controlled substance and such conviction under subdivision a, b, or c has a
material adverse effect upon the conduct of such office;
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3. Upon conviction, and after all rights of appeal have terminated, of a misdemeanor involving a "hate
crime" as that term is defined in § 52-8.5 when the conviction has a material adverse effect upon the
conduct of such office; or

4. Upon conviction, and after all rights of appeal have terminated, of sexual battery in violation of §
18.2-67.4, attempted sexual battery in violation of subsection C of § 18.2-67.5, peeping or spying into
dwelling or enclosure in violation of § 18.2-130, consensual sexual intercourse with a child 15 years
of age or older in violation of § 18.2-371, or indecent exposure of himself or procuring another to
expose himself in violation of § 18.2-387, and such conviction has a material adverse effect upon the
conduct of such office.

The petition must be signed by a number of registered voters who reside within the jurisdiction of the
officer equal to 10 percent of the total number of votes cast at the last election for the office that the
officer holds.

Any person removed from office under the provisions of subdivision 2, 3, or 4 may not be sub-
sequently subject to the provisions of this section for the same criminal offense.

1975, cc. 515, 595, § 24.1-79.5; 1989, c. 470; 1993, c. 641; 2002, cc. 588, 623; 2011, cc. 384, 410;

2014, cc. 566, 674, 719; 2021 Sp. Sess. I, cc. 550, 551; 2023, cc. 663, 664.

§ 24.2-233. (Effective January 1, 2024) Removal of elected and certain appointed officers by
courts.
Upon petition, a circuit court may remove from office any elected officer or officer who has been
appointed to fill an elective office, residing within the jurisdiction of the court:

1. For neglect of a clear, ministerial duty of the office, misuse of the office, or incompetence in the per-
formance of the duties of the office when that neglect of duty, misuse of office, or incompetence in the
performance of duties has a material adverse effect upon the conduct of the office;

2. Upon conviction of a misdemeanor pursuant to Article 1 (§ 18.2-247 et seq.) or Article 1.1 (§ 18.2-
265.1 et seq.) of Chapter 7 of Title 18.2 and after all rights of appeal have terminated involving the:

a. Manufacture, sale, gift, distribution, or possession with intent to manufacture, sell, give, or distribute
a controlled substance;

b. Sale, possession with intent to sell, or placing an advertisement for the purpose of selling drug
paraphernalia; or

c. Possession of any controlled substance and such conviction under subdivision a, b, or c has a
material adverse effect upon the conduct of such office;

3. Upon conviction, and after all rights of appeal have terminated, of a misdemeanor involving a "hate
crime" as that term is defined in § 52-8.5 when the conviction has a material adverse effect upon the
conduct of such office; or
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4. Upon conviction, and after all rights of appeal have terminated, of sexual battery in violation of §
18.2-67.4, attempted sexual battery in violation of subsection C of § 18.2-67.5, peeping or spying into
dwelling or enclosure in violation of § 18.2-130, consensual sexual intercourse with a child 15 years
of age or older in violation of § 18.2-371, or indecent exposure of himself or procuring another to
expose himself in violation of § 18.2-387, and such conviction has a material adverse effect upon the
conduct of such office.

The petition must be signed by a number of registered voters who reside within the jurisdiction of the
officer equal to 10 percent of the total number of votes cast at the last election for the office that the
officer holds.

Any person removed from office under the provisions of subdivision 2, 3, or 4 may not be sub-
sequently subject to the provisions of this section for the same criminal offense.

1975, cc. 515, 595, § 24.1-79.5; 1989, c. 470; 1993, c. 641; 2002, cc. 588, 623; 2011, cc. 384, 410;
2014, cc. 566, 674, 719; 2021 Sp. Sess. I, cc. 550, 551; 2023, cc. 663, 664.

§ 24.2-234. Removal of officer appointed for a term certain.
Any officer appointed to an office for a term established by law may be removed from office, under the
provisions of § 24.2-233, upon a petition filed with the circuit court in whose jurisdiction the officer
resides signed by the person or a majority of the members of the authority who appointed him, if the
appointing person or authority is not given the unqualified power of removal.

1975, cc. 515, 595, § 24.1-79.6; 1993, c. 641; 2004, cc. 27, 391; 2023, cc. 256, 257.

§ 24.2-234.1. Removal of members of local electoral boards and general registrars.
A. Any member of a local electoral board may be removed from office by the circuit court in whose jur-
isdiction he resides upon a petition signed by a majority of the members of the State Board as
provided in § 24.2-103. The circuit court shall proceed with such removal in accordance with the pro-
visions of § 24.2-235.

B. Any general registrar may be removed from office by the circuit court in whose jurisdiction he
serves upon a petition signed by a majority of the members of the State Board as provided in § 24.2-
103 or a majority of the members of his local electoral board as provided in § 24.2-109. The circuit
court shall proceed with such removal in accordance with the provisions of § 24.2-235.

C. Any member of a local electoral board or general registrar against whom a petition for removal has
been filed may apply to the Virginia Division of Risk Management to assign counsel to his defense
and any subsequent appeal. The Division shall assign counsel in accordance with the provisions of §
24.2-121.

2023, cc. 256, 257.

§ 24.2-235. Procedure.
A. A petition for the removal of an officer shall be on a form prescribed by the State Board of Elections
and shall state with reasonable accuracy and detail the grounds or reasons for removal and shall be
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signed by the person or persons making it under penalties of perjury. The petition shall be filed
together with either (i) three paper copies or (ii) an electronic copy. The clerk shall promptly provide a
paper or electronic copy of the petition to the officer who is the subject of the removal petition, the attor-
ney for the Commonwealth, and, for a removal petition filed pursuant to § 24.2-233, the general regis-
trar. If the subject of the petition is the attorney for the Commonwealth, the Chief Justice of the
Supreme Court of Virginia shall appoint an alternate attorney for the Commonwealth to receive the
copy of the petition.

B. The general registrar shall review a petition filed pursuant to § 24.2-233 and determine its suf-
ficiency in accordance with the uniform standards approved by the State Board of Elections. The gen-
eral registrar shall certify the petition within 10 business days and promptly file such certification with
the clerk of the circuit court. The general registrar may seek an extension of time from the circuit court
for good cause shown. The certification shall state the number of signatures required, the number of
signatures on the petition, and the number of valid signatures. The certification shall identify those sig-
natures found to be invalid. The certification shall also identify any material omissions in the petition.

C. Upon receipt of the petition, the attorney for the Commonwealth shall promptly review the petition
and determine if valid grounds exist to remove the officer pursuant to § 24.2-103, 24.2-109, or 24.2-
233. Upon determining that valid grounds exist for removal, the attorney for the Commonwealth shall
notify the circuit court. Otherwise, the attorney for the Commonwealth shall request that the court dis-
miss the petition.

D. As soon as the attorney for the Commonwealth notifies the circuit court that the petition presents
valid grounds for removal, the court shall issue a rule requiring the officer to show cause why he
should not be removed from office, the rule alleging in general terms the cause or causes for such
removal. The rule shall be returnable in not less than five nor more than 10 days and shall be served
upon the officer with a copy of the petition.

E. Upon return of the rule duly executed, unless good cause is shown for a continuance or post-
ponement to a later day in the term, the case shall be tried on the day named in the rule and take pre-
cedence over all other cases on the docket. The circuit court shall not dismiss the petition solely
because of an error or omission in the form of the petition relating to its statement of the grounds or
reasons for removal if such error or omission is not material in determining whether the statement of
the grounds or reasons for removal provides a reasonable basis under § 24.2-103, 24.2-109, or 24.2-
233 to consider the removal of the officer. If upon trial it is determined by clear and convincing evid-
ence that removal of the officer is warranted under § 24.2-103, 24.2-109, or 24.2-233, the officer shall
be removed from office.

1975, cc. 515, 595, § 24.1-79.7; 1993, c. 641; 2009, cc. 868, 876; 2023, cc. 256, 257, 663, 664.

§ 24.2-236. Suspension from office pending hearing and appeal.
In the event of a judicial proceeding under § 24.2-231, 24.2-232, 24.2-233, or 24.2-234, the circuit
court may enter an order suspending the officer pending the hearing. The court may, in its discretion,
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continue the suspension until the matter is finally disposed of in the Supreme Court or otherwise. Any
officer who pleads guilty or nolo contendere to, or who is found guilty by a judge or jury of, a felony
under the laws of any state or the United States shall be automatically suspended, regardless of any
appeals, pleadings, delays, or motions. During the suspension, the court may appoint some suitable
person to act in the officer's place. The officer's compensation shall be withheld and kept in a separate
account and paid to him if and when the judicial proceedings result in his favor. Otherwise, it shall be
paid back to the county, city, town, or State Treasurer who paid it.

1975, cc. 515, 595, § 24.1-79.8; 1993, c. 641; 2017, cc. 354, 369; 2023, cc. 663, 664.

§ 24.2-237. Who to represent Commonwealth; trial by jury; appeal.
The attorney for the Commonwealth shall represent the Commonwealth in all proceedings under this
article. If the proceeding is against the attorney for the Commonwealth, the court shall appoint an attor-
ney to represent the Commonwealth. The Commonwealth and the officer shall be the only parties to
the action. Any officer proceeded against shall have the right to demand a trial by jury. The Com-
monwealth and the officer shall each have the right to appeal to the Court of Appeals upon the record
made in the trial court and the Court of Appeals shall consider and determine such cases.

1975, cc. 515, 595, § 24.1-79.9; 1993, c. 641; 2021, Sp. Sess. I, c. 489; 2023, cc. 663, 664.

§ 24.2-238. Costs.
A. If a judicial proceeding under this article is dismissed in favor of the officer, the court in its discretion
may require the state agency or political subdivision that the officer serves to pay court costs or reas-
onable attorney fees, or both, for the officer.

B. No person who signs a petition for the removal of an official pursuant to § 24.2-233 or who cir-
culates such a petition (i) shall be liable for any costs associated with removal proceedings conducted
pursuant to the petition, including attorney fees incurred by any other party or court costs, or (ii) shall
have sanctions imposed against him pursuant to § 8.01-271.1.

1975, cc. 515, 595, § 24.1-79.10; 1993, c. 641; 2009, cc. 868, 876; 2023, cc. 663, 664.

Chapter 3 - ELECTION DISTRICTS, PRECINCTS, AND POLLING PLACES

Article 1 - JOINT REAPPORTIONMENT COMMITTEE [Repealed]

§§ 24.2-300 through 24.2-301.1. Repealed.
Repealed by Acts 2004, c. 1000.

Article 2 - CONGRESSIONAL, SENATORIAL, AND HOUSE OF DELEGATES
DISTRICTS

§ 24.2-302. Repealed.
Repealed by Acts 2001, Sp. Sess. I, c. 7, cl. 2, effective July 19, 2001.

§ 24.2-302.1. Repealed.
Repealed by Acts 2012, c. 1, cl. 2, effective January 25, 2012.
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§ 24.2-302.2. Repealed.
Repealed by Acts 2023, c. 455, cl. 2.

§ 24.2-303. Repealed.
Repealed by Acts 2001, Sp. Sess. I, c. 2.

§§ 24.2-303.1, 24.2-303.2. Repealed.
Repealed by Acts 2011, Sp. Sess. I, c. 1, cl. 2, effective April 29, 2011.

§ 24.2-303.3. Repealed.
Repealed by Acts 2023, c. 455, cl. 2.

§ 24.2-304. Repealed.
Repealed by Acts 2001, Sp. Sess. I, c. 1.

§§ 24.2-304.01, 24.2-304.02. Repealed.
Repealed by Acts 2011, Sp. Sess. I, c. 1, cl. 2, effective April 29, 2011.

§ 24.2-304.04. Standards and criteria for congressional and state legislative districts.
Every congressional and state legislative district shall be constituted so as to adhere to the following
criteria:

1. Districts shall be so constituted as to give, as nearly as is practicable, representation in proportion
to the population of the district. A deviation of no more than five percent shall be permitted for state
legislative districts.

2. Districts shall be drawn in accordance with the requirements of the Constitution of the United
States, including the Equal Protection Clause of the Fourteenth Amendment, and the Constitution of
Virginia; federal and state laws, including the federal Voting Rights Act of 1965, as amended; and rel-
evant judicial decisions relating to racial and ethnic fairness.

3. No district shall be drawn that results in a denial or abridgement of the right of any citizen to vote on
account of race or color or membership in a language minority group. No district shall be drawn that
results in a denial or abridgement of the rights of any racial or language minority group to participate in
the political process and to elect representatives of their choice. A violation of this subdivision is estab-
lished if, on the basis of the totality of the circumstances, it is shown that districts were drawn in such a
way that members of a racial or language minority group are dispersed into districts in which they con-
stitute an ineffective minority of voters or are concentrated into districts where they constitute an
excessive majority. The extent to which members of a racial or language minority group have been
elected to office in the state or the political subdivision is one circumstance that may be considered.
Nothing in this subdivision shall establish a right to have members of a racial or language minority
group elected in numbers equal to their proportion in the population.

4. Districts shall be drawn to give racial and language minorities an equal opportunity to participate in
the political process and shall not dilute or diminish their ability to elect candidates of choice either
alone or in coalition with others.
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5. Districts shall be drawn to preserve communities of interest. For purposes of this subdivision, a
"community of interest" means a neighborhood or any geographically defined group of people living in
an area who share similar social, cultural, and economic interests. A "community of interest" does not
include a community based upon political affiliation or relationship with a political party, elected offi-
cial, or candidate for office.

6. Districts shall be composed of contiguous territory, with no district contiguous only by connections
by water running downstream or upriver, and political boundaries may be considered.

7. Districts shall be composed of compact territory and shall be drawn employing one or more stand-
ard numerical measures of individual and average district compactness, both statewide and district by
district.

8. A map of districts shall not, when considered on a statewide basis, unduly favor or disfavor any polit-
ical party.

9. The whole number of persons reported in the most recent federal decennial census by the United
States Bureau of the Census shall be the basis for determining district populations, except that no per-
son shall be deemed to have gained or lost a residence by reason of conviction and incarceration in a
federal, state, or local correctional facility. Persons incarcerated in a federal, state, or local correctional
facility shall be counted in the locality of their address at the time of incarceration, and the Division of
Legislative Services shall adjust the census data pursuant to § 24.2-314 for this purpose.

2020, cc. 1229, 1265.

Article 2.1 - Reapportionment of Local Election Districts

§ 24.2-304.1. At-large and district elections; reapportionment and redistricting of districts or wards;
limits.
A. Except as otherwise specifically limited by general law or special act, the governing body of each
county, city, or town may provide by ordinance for the election of its members on any of the following
bases: (i) at large from the county, city, or town; (ii) from single-member or multi-member districts or
wards, or any combination thereof; or (iii) from any combination of at-large, single-member, and multi-
member districts or wards. A change in the basis for electing the members of the governing body shall
not constitute a change in the form of county government.

B. If the members are elected from districts or wards and other than entirely at large from the locality,
the districts or wards shall be composed of contiguous and compact territory and shall be so con-
stituted as to give, as nearly as is practicable, representation in proportion to the population of the dis-
trict or ward. In 1971 and every 10 years thereafter, the governing body of each such locality shall
reapportion the representation among the districts or wards, including, if the governing body deems it
appropriate, increasing or diminishing the number of such districts or wards, in order to give, as nearly
as is practicable, representation on the basis of population.
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C. For the purposes of redistricting and reapportioning representation in 2021 and every 10 years
thereafter, the governing body of a county, city, or town shall use the most recent decennial population
figures for such county, city, or town from the United States Bureau of the Census, as adjusted by the
Division of Legislative Services pursuant to § 24.2-314. The census data for these redistricting and
apportionment purposes will not include any population figure that is not allocated to specific census
blocks within the Commonwealth, even though that population may have been included in the appor-
tionment population figures of the Commonwealth for the purpose of allocating United States House of
Representatives seats among the states.

D. Notwithstanding any other provision of general law or special act, the governing body of a county,
city, or town shall not reapportion the representation in the governing body at any time other than that
required following the decennial census, except as (i) provided by law upon a change in the bound-
aries of the county, city, or town that results in an increase or decrease in the population of the county,
city, or town of more than one percent, (ii) the result of a court order, (iii) the result of a change in the
form of government, or (iv) the result of an increase or decrease in the number of districts or wards
other than at-large districts or wards. The foregoing provisions notwithstanding, the governing body
subsequent to the decennial redistricting may adjust district or ward boundaries in order that the
boundaries might coincide with state legislative or congressional district boundaries; however, no
adjustment shall affect more than five percent of the population of a ward or district or 250 persons,
whichever is lesser. If districts created by a reapportionment enacted subsequent to a decennial reap-
portionment are invalid under the provisions of this subsection, the immediately preexisting districts
shall remain in force and effect until validly reapportioned in accordance with law.

1995, c. 249; 2000, c. 884; 2001, Sp. Sess. I, c. 6; 2002, c. 127; 2012, c. 357; 2013, c. 483; 2020, cc.
1229, 1265.

§ 24.2-304.2. Governing body authorized to expend funds for reapportionment.
The governing body of each county, city, or town is authorized to expend funds and employ persons
as it may deem necessary to carry out the responsibilities relating to reapportionment provided by law.

1995, c. 249.

Article 2 - Congressional, Senatorial, and House of Delegates Districts

§ 24.2-304.03. Repealed.
Repealed by Acts 2023, c. 455, cl. 2.

Article 2.1 - Reapportionment of Local Election Districts

§ 24.2-304.3. Recording reapportionment ordinance; notice requirements.
A copy of the ordinance reapportioning representation in the governing body of a county, city, or town,
including a description of the boundaries and a map showing the boundaries of the districts or wards,
shall be recorded in the official minutes of the governing body.
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The clerk of the county, city, or town shall send a certified copy of the ordinance, including a descrip-
tion of the boundaries and a Geographic Information System (GIS) map showing the boundaries of the
districts or wards, to the local electoral board, the Secretary of the Commonwealth, the Department of
Elections, and the Division of Legislative Services. Any county, city, or town that does not have GIS
capabilities may request the Department of Elections to create on its behalf a GIS map showing the
boundaries of the districts or wards as set out in the ordinance, and the Department of Elections shall
create such a map.

1995, c. 249; 2019, cc. 777, 778.

§ 24.2-304.4. Mandamus action for failure to reapportion districts or wards.
Whenever the governing body of any county, city or town fails to perform the duty of reapportioning the
representation on the governing body among the districts or wards of the county, city, or town, or fails
to change the boundaries of districts or wards, as prescribed by law, mandamus shall lie in favor of
any citizen of such county, city, or town, to compel the performance of such duty.

Whenever the governing body of any county, city or town changes the boundaries, or increases or
diminishes the number of districts or wards, or reapportions the representation in the governing body
as prescribed by law, the action shall not be subject to judicial review, unless it is alleged that the rep-
resentation is not proportional to the population of the district or ward. If such allegation is made in a
bill of complaint filed in the circuit court for the county, city or town, the court shall determine whether
the action of the governing body complies with the constitutional requirements for redistricting and
reapportionment. Appeals from the court's decision shall be as in any other suit.

1995, c. 249.

Article 2 - Congressional, Senatorial, and House of Delegates Districts

§ 24.2-304.05. Legal boundaries of congressional and state legislative districts.
A. There shall be 11 Virginia members of the United States House of Representatives elected from 11
congressional districts, and each district is entitled to one representative. The district numbers and
boundaries of the 11 congressional districts shall be those designated in the block equivalency file
and resulting shapefile that is the electronic version of the districts established pursuant to Article II, §
6-A of the Constitution of Virginia and Chapter 62 (§ 30-391 et seq.) of Title 30.

B. There shall be 40 members of the Senate of Virginia elected from 40 senate districts, and each dis-
trict is entitled to representation by one senator. The district numbers and boundaries of the 40 senate
districts shall be those designated in the block equivalency file and resulting shapefile that is the elec-
tronic version of the districts established pursuant to Article II, § 6-A of the Constitution of Virginia and
Chapter 62 (§ 30-391 et seq.) of Title 30.

C. There shall be 100 members of the House of Delegates elected from 100 House of Delegates dis-
tricts and each district is entitled to representation by one delegate. The district numbers and bound-
aries of the 100 House of Delegates districts shall be those designated in the block equivalency file
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and resulting shapefile that is the electronic version of the districts established pursuant to Article II, §
6-A of the Constitution of Virginia and Chapter 62 (§ 30-391 et seq.) of Title 30.

D. The block equivalency files and shapefiles for a congressional, senate, or House of Delegates dis-
trict shall be controlling in any legal determination of the boundary of such district.

2023, c. 455.

Article 2.1 - REAPPORTIONMENT OF LOCAL ELECTION DISTRICTS

§ 24.2-304.5. Notification of certain civil actions.
Any county, city, or town made a defendant in any civil action challenging the legality of its election dis-
trict boundaries shall immediately notify the Attorney General of the pending civil action for review pur-
suant to § 2.2-508.

1995, c. 249.

§ 24.2-304.6. Effect of reapportionment on appointments and terms of local officers, school board
and planning commission members.
County, city, or town officers, including members of the school board or planning commission, in office
on the effective date of a reapportionment or redistricting ordinance, shall complete their terms of
office, regardless of loss of residency in a particular district due to reapportionment or redistricting.

1995, c. 249.

Article 3 - REQUIREMENTS FOR ELECTION DISTRICTS, PRECINCTS, AND
POLLING PLACES

§ 24.2-305. Composition of election districts and precincts.
A. Each election district and precinct shall be composed of compact and contiguous territory and shall
have clearly defined and clearly observable boundaries.

B. A "clearly observable boundary" shall include (i) any named road or street, (ii) any road or highway
which is a part of the federal, primary, or secondary state highway system, (iii) any river, stream, or
drainage feature shown as a polygon boundary on the TIGER/line files of the United States Bureau of
the Census, or (iv) any other natural or constructed or erected permanent physical feature which is
shown on an official map issued by the Virginia Department of Transportation, on a United States
Geological Survey topographical map, or as a polygon boundary on the TIGER/line files of the United
States Bureau of the Census. No property line or subdivision boundary shall be deemed to be a
clearly observable boundary unless it is marked by a permanent physical feature that is shown on an
official map issued by the Virginia Department of Transportation, on a United States Geological Sur-
vey topographical map, or as a polygon boundary on the TIGER/line files of the United States Bureau
of the Census.

1986, c. 593, § 24.1-40.7; 1990, c. 500; 1992, c. 425; 1993, c. 641; 2001, c. 614.

§ 24.2-306. Changes not to be enacted within 60 days of general election; notice requirements.
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A. No change in any local election district, precinct, or polling place shall be enacted within 60 days
next preceding any general election. Notice shall be published prior to enactment in a newspaper hav-
ing general circulation in the election district or precinct once a week for two successive weeks. The
published notice shall state where descriptions and maps of proposed boundary and polling place
changes may be inspected.

B. Notice of any adopted change in any election district, town, precinct, or polling place other than in
the location of the office of the general registrar shall be mailed to all registered voters whose election
district, town, precinct, or polling place is changed at least 15 days prior to the next general, special, or
primary election in which the voters will be voting in the changed election district, town, precinct, or
polling place. Notice of a change in the location of the office of the general registrar shall be given by
posting on the official website of the county or city, by posting at not less than 10 public places, or by
publication once in a newspaper of general circulation in the county or city within not more than 21
days in advance of the change or within seven days following the change.

C. Each county, city, and town shall comply with the applicable requirements of law, including §§
24.2-304.3 and 30-395, and send copies of enacted changes, including a Geographic Information Sys-
tem (GIS) map showing the new boundaries of the districts or precincts, to the local electoral board,
the Department, and the Division of Legislative Services. Any county, city, or town that does not have
GIS capabilities may request the Department of Elections to create on its behalf a GIS map showing
the boundaries of the new districts or precincts, and the Department of Elections shall create such a
map.

Code 1950, §§ 24-49 through 24-51; 1970, c. 462, § 24.1-39; 1971, Ex. Sess., c. 119; 1993, c. 641;
1995, c. 249; 2003, c. 1015; 2004, c. 1000; 2012, cc. 328, 486; 2019, cc. 777, 778; 2020, Sp. Sess. I, c.
56; 2021, Sp. Sess. I, cc. 528, 533; 2022, Sp. Sess. I, c. 1.

§ 24.2-307. Requirements for county and city precincts.
The governing body of each county and city shall establish by ordinance as many precincts as it
deems necessary. Each governing body is authorized to increase or decrease the number of precincts
and alter precinct boundaries subject to the requirements of this chapter.

At the time any precinct is established, it shall have no more than 5,000 registered voters. The general
registrar shall notify the governing body whenever the number of voters who voted in a precinct in an
election for President of the United States exceeds 4,000. Within six months of receiving the notice,
the governing body shall proceed to revise the precinct boundaries, and any newly established or
redrawn precinct shall have no more than 5,000 registered voters.

At the time any precinct is established, each precinct in a county shall have no fewer than 100
registered voters and each precinct in a city shall have no fewer than 500 registered voters.

Each precinct shall be wholly contained within a single congressional district, Senate district, House
of Delegates district, and election district used for the election of one or more members of the gov-
erning body or school board for the county or city. In each year ending in one, the governing body of
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each county and city shall establish the precinct boundaries to be consistent with any congressional
district, Senate district, House of Delegates district, and local election district that was adopted by the
appropriate authority by June 15 of that year. If congressional districts, Senate districts, House of
Delegates districts, or local election districts have not been adopted by the appropriate authority by
June 15 of a year ending in one, the governing body may use the congressional districts, Senate dis-
tricts, House of Delegates districts, or local election districts as such districts existed on June 15 of
that year as the basis for establishing the precinct boundaries to be used for the elections to be held in
November of that year. Such governing body shall establish precinct boundaries to be consistent with
any subsequent changes to the congressional districts, Senate districts, House of Delegates districts,
or local election districts. If a governing body is unable to establish a precinct with the minimum num-
ber of registered voters without splitting the precinct between two or more congressional districts, Sen-
ate districts, House of Delegates districts, or local election districts, it shall apply to the State Board for
a waiver to administer a split precinct. The State Board may grant the waiver or direct the governing
body to establish a precinct with fewer than the minimum number of registered voters as permitted by
§ 24.2-309. A governing body granted a waiver to administer a split precinct or directed to establish a
precinct with fewer than the minimum number of registered voters may use such a precinct for any
election held that year.

The governing body shall establish by ordinance one polling place for each precinct.

Code 1950, §§ 24-45, 24-46; 1954, c. 375; 1956, c. 378; 1962, cc. 185, 536; 1970, c. 462, §§ 24.1-36,
24.1-37; 1971, Ex. Sess., c. 119; 1976, c. 616; 1977, c. 30; 1978, c. 778; 1980, c. 639; 1992, c. 445;
1993, c. 641; 1999, c. 515; 2020, c. 1268.

§ 24.2-308. Requirements for town precincts.
There shall be one precinct for each town unless the council by ordinance establishes more than one
precinct.

Each town precinct shall be wholly contained within any election district used for the election of one or
more council or school board members.

The council shall establish by ordinance one polling place for each precinct.

Code 1950, § 24-171; 1970, c. 462, § 24.1-92; 1978, c. 778; 1980, c. 639; 1981, c. 425; 1992, c. 445;
1993, c. 641.

§ 24.2-309. Establishment of precinct with less than minimum number of voters; conduct of elec-
tions where all voters do not have same choice of candidates.
A precinct may be established with fewer than the minimum number of registered voters required by
this article if a larger precinct cannot be established in which all persons are voting at any general
election for the same candidates for the governing body and school board of the county or city, House
of Delegates, state Senate, and United States House of Representatives. The governing body may
select a polling place within one mile of the boundaries of that precinct if a suitable polling place is not
available within that precinct.
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The State Board shall make regulations setting procedures by which elections may be conducted in
precincts in which all voters do not have the same choice of candidates at a general election.

1971, Ex. Sess., c. 264, § 24.1-40; 1993, c. 641.

§ 24.2-309.1. Repealed.
Repealed by Acts 2001, c. 614.

§ 24.2-309.2. Election precincts; prohibiting precinct changes for specified period of time.
No county, city, or town shall create, divide, abolish, or consolidate any precincts, or otherwise change
the boundaries of any precinct, effective during the period from February 1, 2019, to May 15, 2021,
except as (i) provided by law upon a change in the boundaries of the county, city, or town, (ii) the res-
ult of a court order, (iii) the result of a change in the form of government, or (iv) the result of an increase
or decrease in the number of local election districts other than at-large districts. Any ordinance
required to comply with the requirements of § 24.2-307 shall be adopted on or before February 1,
2019.

If a change in the boundaries of a precinct is required pursuant to clause (i), (ii), (iii), or (iv), the county,
city, or town shall comply with the applicable requirements of law, including §§ 24.2-304.3 and 30-
395, and send copies of the ordered or enacted changes to the State Board of Elections and the Divi-
sion of Legislative Services.

This section shall not prohibit any county, city, or town from adopting an ordinance revising precinct
boundaries after January 1, 2021. However, no revisions in precinct boundaries shall be implemented
in the conduct of elections prior to May 15, 2021.

2008, c. 112; 2018, cc. 778, 779; 2020, Sp. Sess. I, c. 56; 2022, Sp. Sess. I, c. 1.

§ 24.2-310. Requirements for polling places.
A. The polling place for each precinct shall be located within the county or city and either within the
precinct or within one mile of the precinct boundary, unless a waiver has been granted pursuant to sub-
section G. The polling place for a county precinct may be located within a city (i) if the city is wholly
contained within the county election district served by the precinct or (ii) if the city is wholly contained
within the county and the polling place is located on property owned by the county. The polling place
for a town precinct may be located within one mile of the precinct and town boundary. For town elec-
tions held in November, the town shall use the polling places established by the county for its elec-
tions.

B. The governing body of each county, city, and town shall provide funds to enable the general regis-
trar to provide adequate facilities at each polling place for the conduct of elections. Each polling place
shall be located in a public building whenever practicable. If more than one polling place is located in
the same building, each polling place shall be located in a separate room or separate and defined
space.
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C. Polling places shall be accessible to qualified voters as required by the provisions of the Virginians
with Disabilities Act (§ 51.5-1 et seq.), the Voting Accessibility for the Elderly and Handicapped Act
(52 U.S.C. § 20101 et seq.), and the Americans with Disabilities Act relating to public services (42
U.S.C. § 12131 et seq.). The State Board shall provide instructions to the local electoral boards and
general registrars to assist the localities in complying with the requirements of the Acts.

D. If an emergency makes a polling place unusable or inaccessible, the electoral board or the general
registrar shall provide an alternative polling place and give notice of the change in polling place,
including to all candidates, or such candidate's campaign, appearing on the ballot to be voted at the
alternative polling place, subject to the prior approval of the State Board. The general registrar shall
provide notice to the voters appropriate to the circumstances of the emergency. For the purposes of
this subsection, an "emergency" means a rare and unforeseen combination of circumstances, or the
resulting state, that calls for immediate action.

E. It shall be permissible to distribute campaign materials on the election day on the property on which
a polling place is located and outside of the building containing the room where the election is con-
ducted except as specifically prohibited by law including, without limitation, the prohibitions of § 24.2-
604 and the establishment of the "Prohibited Area" within 40 feet of any entrance to the polling place.
However, and notwithstanding the provisions of clause (i) of subsection A of § 24.2-604, and upon the
approval of the local electoral board, campaign materials may be distributed outside the polling place
and inside the structure where the election is conducted, provided that the "Prohibited Area" (i)
includes the area within the structure that is beyond 40 feet of any entrance to the polling place and
the area within the structure that is within 40 feet of any entrance to the room where the election is con-
ducted and (ii) is maintained and enforced as provided in § 24.2-604. The local electoral board may
approve campaigning activities inside the building where the election is conducted when an entrance
to the building is from an adjoining building, or if establishing the 40-foot prohibited area outside the
polling place would hinder or delay a qualified voter from entering or leaving the building.

F. Any local government, local electoral board, or the State Board may make monetary grants to any
non-governmental entity furnishing facilities under the provisions of § 24.2-307 or 24.2-308 for use as
a polling place. Such grants shall be made for the sole purpose of meeting the accessibility require-
ments of this section. Nothing in this subsection shall be construed to obligate any local government,
local electoral board, or the State Board to appropriate funds to any non-governmental entity.

G. The general registrar or the governing body of the locality may request from the Department of Elec-
tions a waiver to establish a polling place that does not meet the location requirements of subsection
A in the event that there is no suitable building that could be used within the precinct or within one
mile of the precinct boundary. The Department shall grant such a waiver and may impose any con-
ditions on the waiver that it deems necessary or appropriate to ensure accessibility and security of the
polling place and compliance with any other requirements of state or federal law.



Code 1950, §§ 24-45, 24-46, 24-171, 24-179 through 24-181; 1954, c. 375; 1956, c. 378; 1962, cc.
185, 536; 1970, c. 462, §§ 24.1-36, 24.1-37, 24.1-92, 24.1-97; 1971, Ex. Sess., c. 119; 1976, c. 616;
1977, c. 30; 1978, c. 778; 1980, c. 639; 1981, c. 425; 1984, c. 217; 1985, c. 197; 1986, c. 558; 1992, c.
445; 1993, cc. 546, 641; 1994, c. 307; 2003, c. 1015; 2004, c. 25; 2005, c. 340; 2008, cc. 113, 394;
2010, cc. 639, 707; 2012, cc. 488, 759; 2016, cc. 18, 492; 2022, c. 5.

§ 24.2-310.1. Polling places; additional requirement.
The requirement stated in this section shall be in addition to requirements stated in §§ 24.2-307, 24.2-
308, and 24.2-310, including the requirement that polling places be located in public buildings
whenever practical. No polling place shall be located in a building which serves primarily as the
headquarters, office, or assembly building for any private organization, other than an organization of a
civic, educational, religious, charitable, historical, patriotic, cultural, or similar nature, unless the State
Board has approved the use of the building because no other building meeting the accessibility
requirements of this title is available.

1993, c. 904, § 24.1-37.1; 1993, c. 641.

Article 4 - Effective Dates of Redistricting Measures

§ 24.2-311. Effective date of decennial redistricting measures; elections following decennial redis-
tricting.
A. Legislation enacted to accomplish the decennial redistricting of congressional and General
Assembly districts required by Article II, Section 6 of the Constitution of Virginia shall take effect imme-
diately. Members of Congress and the General Assembly in office on the effective date of the decen-
nial redistricting legislation shall complete their terms of office. The elections for their successors shall
be held at the November general election next preceding the expiration of the terms of office of the
incumbent members and shall be conducted on the basis of the districts set out in the legislation to
accomplish the decennial redistricting. However, (i) if the decennial redistricting of congressional dis-
tricts has not been enacted and approved for implementation pursuant to § 5 of the United States Vot-
ing Rights Act of 1965 before January 1 of the year of the election for statewide office, the previously
enacted congressional districts shall remain in effect for the purpose of meeting the petition signature
requirements set out in §§ 24.2-506, 24.2-521, 24.2-543, and 24.2-545 and (ii) any reference on a peti-
tion to the usual primary date of the third Tuesday in June shall not be cause to invalidate the petition
even though the date of the primary may be altered by law.

B. Ordinances adopted by local governing bodies to accomplish the decennial redistricting of districts
for county, city, and town governing bodies required by Article VII, Section 5 of the Constitution of Vir-
ginia shall take effect immediately. Members of county, city, and town governing bodies in office on
the effective date of a decennial redistricting measure shall complete their terms of office. The elec-
tions for their successors shall be held at the general election next preceding the expiration of the
terms of office of the incumbent members and shall be conducted on the basis of the districts set out in
the measures to accomplish the decennial redistricting.

http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?941+ful+CHAP0307
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?031+ful+CHAP1015
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?041+ful+CHAP0025
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?051+ful+CHAP0340
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?081+ful+CHAP0113
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?081+ful+CHAP0394
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?101+ful+CHAP0639
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?101+ful+CHAP0707
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?121+ful+CHAP0488
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?121+ful+CHAP0759
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?161+ful+CHAP0018
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?161+ful+CHAP0492
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?221+ful+CHAP0005
http://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/24.2-307/
http://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/24.2-308/
http://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/24.2-308/
http://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/24.2-310/


C. If a vacancy in any such office occurs after the effective date of a decennial redistricting measure
and a special election is required by law to fill the vacancy, the vacancy shall be filled from the district
in the decennial redistricting measure which most closely approximates the district in which the
vacancy occurred.

D. If a decennial redistricting measure adopted by a local governing body adds one or more districts
and also increases the size of the governing body, an election for the additional governing body mem-
ber or members to represent the additional district or districts for the full or partial term provided by law
shall be held at the next November general election in any county or in any city or town that regularly
elects its governing body in November pursuant to § 24.2-222.1, or at the next May general election in
any other city or town, which occurs at least 120 days after the effective date of the redistricting meas-
ure.

E. In the event of a conflict between the provisions of a decennial redistricting measure and the pro-
visions of the charter of any locality, the provisions of the redistricting measure shall be deemed to
override the charter provisions to the extent required to give effect to the redistricting plan.

1990, c. 500, § 24.1-17.2; 1993, c. 641; 2000, c. 1045; 2012, c. 791; 2021, Sp. Sess. I, c. 239.

§ 24.2-312. Effective date of other redistricting measures; elections following annexation.
A. Any redistricting, other than the decennial redistricting, of any county, city, or town shall be effective
at midnight December 31 of the year in which the redistricting occurs.

B. Members of county, city, and town governing bodies in office when any such redistricting measure
is adopted shall complete their terms of office. The elections for their successors shall be held at the
general election next preceding the expiration of the terms of office of the incumbent members and
shall be conducted on the basis of the districts set out in the measures to accomplish the redistricting.

C. When a county has been redistricted as a result of annexation and the redistricting occurs in the
year of a regularly scheduled November general election for members of the county's board of super-
visors, the November general election shall be conducted from the newly established districts so long
as the redistricting measure has been adopted prior to March 15 of the year of the election.

D. When a city or town has been redistricted as a result of annexation and the redistricting occurs prior
to a regularly scheduled May general election for members of the city's or town's governing body, the
May general election shall be conducted from the newly established districts so long as the redis-
tricting measure has been adopted prior to the November 15 immediately preceding the election.

1990, c. 500, § 24.1-17.3; 1993, c. 641; 1995, c. 249.

§ 24.2-313. Rescheduling of certain local elections following the decennial redistricting of districts
for the governing body.
A. Notwithstanding any other provision of law to the contrary, elections for members of the governing
body or school board of any county, city, or town that would be held on a regularly scheduled date for
a general election, but are delayed because the decennial redistricting plan of such county, city, or
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town is not precleared by the Attorney General of the United States pursuant to § 5 of the federal Vot-
ing Rights Act at least thirty days prior to the general election, shall be held as provided in this section,
unless otherwise provided by a court of competent jurisdiction. In the event the Attorney General
grants preclearance at least thirty days prior to the general election, the election shall be held as
scheduled and shall be conducted from the newly established districts. The provisions of this section
shall not apply to any county, city, or town election scheduled to be held entirely on an at-large basis.

B. In each such county, city, or town, such election shall be held on the first Tuesday (i) that is more
than sixty days after the Attorney General of the United States issues a letter stating that he interposes
no objection to a decennial redistricting plan approved and submitted by the county, city, or town; (ii)
that is not the scheduled date of a primary election; and (iii) that is not within the sixty days before or
the thirty-five days after a primary or general election.

C. Independent candidates for such rescheduled elections shall qualify in the manner provided by §§
24.2-505 and 24.2-506, and party nominees shall be nominated and certified at least thirty days before
the new election date.

D. All candidates shall file the statements required by §§ 24.2-501 and 24.2-502 at least thirty days
before the new election date.

E. Notwithstanding the provisions of subsections C and D, any candidate who qualified to have his
name printed on the ballot for the original election date, pursuant to § 24.2-504, shall be automatically
qualified to have his name printed on the ballot for the delayed election date and shall not have to
refile the required documents, provided that the boundaries of the district in which he is seeking office
are the same as when he was originally qualified. In any district in which the boundaries have been
changed, candidates shall requalify for the ballot; however, at the request of any candidate who filed
as an independent, his original petitions shall be reviewed by the registrar, previously verified sig-
natures of voters who reside in the new district shall be counted toward the number needed to qualify
to run in the new district, and the candidate may supplement such petitions when he refiles under §
24.2-505.

F. Notwithstanding any provision of law to the contrary, the term of members of any governing body or
school board elected under the provisions of this act shall commence on the first day of the second
month following the election and shall terminate on the day on which the term would have expired had
the general election been held on its regularly scheduled day.

G. The term of members of any governing body affected by this act that would otherwise expire prior to
the commencement of the term of their successors elected pursuant to this section shall be extended
until the date that the term of members elected pursuant to this section commences, notwithstanding
any provision of law to the contrary.

2002, c. 189.
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Article 5 - Population Data

§ 24.2-314. Population data; reallocation of prison populations.
A. Persons incarcerated in federal correctional facilities and in state and local correctional facilities, as
those terms are defined in § 53.1-1, shall be counted and reallocated for redistricting and reap-
portionment purposes in accordance with the provisions of this section and the following:

1. A person incarcerated in a federal, state, or local correctional facility whose address at the time of
incarceration was located within the Commonwealth shall be deemed to reside at such address.

2. A person incarcerated in a federal, state, or local correctional facility whose address at the time of
incarceration was located outside of the Commonwealth or whose address at the time of incarceration
cannot be determined shall be deemed to reside at the location of the facility in which he is incar-
cerated.

B. By July 1 of any year in which the decennial census is taken, the Department of Corrections and
the State Board of Local and Regional Jails shall provide to the Division of Legislative Services, in a
format specified by the Division of Legislative Services, the following information for each person who
was incarcerated in a state or local correctional facility on April 1 of that year:

1. A unique identifier, other than his name or offender identification number, assigned by the Depart-
ment of Corrections or the State Board of Local and Regional Jails for this purpose;

2. His residential street address at the time of incarceration, or other legal residence, if known;

3. His race, his ethnicity as identified by him, and whether he is 18 years of age or older; and

4. The street address of the correctional facility in which he was incarcerated on April 1 of that year.

C. The Division of Legislative Services shall request each agency operating a federal correctional
facility in the Commonwealth that incarcerates persons convicted of a criminal offense to provide to
the Division of Legislative Services by July 1 of any year in which the decennial census is taken a
record containing the information specified in subsection B for each person who was incarcerated in
the facility on April 1 of that year. Any person incarcerated in a federal correctional facility for whom a
record is not received by the Division of Legislative Services shall be deemed to have an address at
the time of incarceration that cannot be determined.

D. The Division of Legislative Services shall prepare adjusted population data, including race and eth-
nicity data, in a manner that reflects the inclusion of incarcerated persons in the population count of
the locality in which he is deemed to reside pursuant to subdivision A 1 or 2.

This adjusted population data shall be used for purposes of redistricting and reapportionment and
shall be the basis for congressional, state Senate, House of Delegates, and local government election
districts. This adjusted population data shall not be used in the distribution of any federal or state aid.

E. The Division of Legislative Services shall make the adjusted population data available no later
than 30 days following receipt of population data from the United States Bureau of the Census



pursuant to P.L. 94-171. In making this data available, the Division of Legislative Services shall
ensure no information regarding a specific incarcerated person's address at the time of incarceration
is made public.

2020, cc. 759, 1229, 1265.

Chapter 4 - Voter Registration

Article 1 - QUALIFICATIONS

§ 24.2-400. Persons entitled to register and vote.
Any person who is not registered to vote, but would otherwise be a qualified voter, is entitled to
register to vote as provided in this chapter. Any person who is registered to vote and is a qualified
voter shall be entitled to vote in the precinct where he resides.

Code 1950, §§ 24-17, 24-22, 24-23; 1963, Ex. Sess., c. 2; 1970, c. 462, § 24.1-41; 1971, Ex. Sess., cc.
205, 265; 1974, c. 428; 1977, c. 490; 1978, c. 778; 1993, c. 641.

§ 24.2-401. Persons moving from precinct.
A person who is qualified to vote except for having moved his residence from one precinct to another
within the Commonwealth may vote in the precinct from which he has moved in the following Novem-
ber general election and any intervening election unless his registration has been transferred or can-
celled as provided in this chapter. In addition, a person may continue to vote in the precinct from which
he has moved through the ensuing second general election for federal office, provided that (i) he has
moved his residence from one precinct to another in the same registrar's jurisdiction and the same con-
gressional district; (ii) he has failed to respond to the notice provided in § 24.2-428; (iii) his registration
has not been transferred or cancelled as provided in this chapter; and (iv) he has affirmed orally or in
writing his new address before an officer of election at the polling place.

Code 1950, §§ 24-17, 24-22, 24-23; 1963, Ex. Sess., c. 2; 1970, c. 462, § 24.1-41; 1971, Ex. Sess., cc.
205, 265; 1974, c. 428; 1977, c. 490; 1978, c. 778; 1993, c. 641; 1996, cc. 72, 73; 1997, c. 346.

§ 24.2-402. Persons moving from Commonwealth fewer than thirty days before presidential elec-
tion.
A person who is qualified to vote except for having moved his residence from the Commonwealth after
the thirtieth day preceding a presidential election may vote in the precinct from which he has moved
only in that election and only for electors of President and Vice President of the United States.

The officers of election shall deliver to any person who asks to vote under this section the paper ballot
for electors of President and Vice President of the United States and no other ballot. The ballot shall
be voted, handled, and counted with other like ballots in accordance with the provisions of this title.

Code 1950, §§ 24-17, 24-22, 24-23; 1963, Ex. Sess., c. 2; 1970, c. 462, § 24.1-41; 1971, Ex. Sess., cc.
119, 205, 265, § 24.1-41.1; 1974, c. 428; 1977, c. 490; 1978, c. 778; 1993, c. 641.

§ 24.2-403. Persons under 18 years of age.
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Any person who is otherwise qualified and will be 18 years of age on or before the day of the next gen-
eral election shall be permitted to register in advance and also vote in any intervening primary or spe-
cial election. Notwithstanding any other provision of law to the contrary, any person who is otherwise
qualified and will be 18 years of age on or before the day of the next November general presidential
election shall be permitted to register in advance of and also vote in any intervening presidential
primary and any other primary held on the same day as the presidential primary.

Code 1950, §§ 24-17, 24-22, 24-23; 1963, Ex. Sess., c. 2; 1970, c. 462, § 24.1-41; 1971, Ex. Sess., cc.
205, 265; 1974, c. 428; 1977, c. 490; 1978, c. 778; 1993, c. 641; 2004, c. 481; 2006, c. 205.

§ 24.2-403.1. Preregistration of persons 16 years of age or older.
Any person who is otherwise qualified and is 16 years of age or older, but who will not be 18 years of
age on or before the day of the next general election, may preregister to vote. This preregistration shall
not entitle a person 16 years of age or older to vote in any election except as provided in § 24.2-403.

2021, Sp. Sess. I, c. 217.

Article 2 - Virginia Voter Registration System

§ 24.2-404. Duties of Department of Elections.
A. The Department of Elections shall provide for the continuing operation and maintenance of a cent-
ral recordkeeping system, the Virginia voter registration system, for all voters registered in the Com-
monwealth.

In order to operate and maintain the system, the Department shall:

1. Maintain a complete, separate, and accurate record of all registered voters in the Commonwealth.
Such system shall automatically register a person who has preregistered pursuant to § 24.2-403.1
upon that person becoming eligible for registration under § 24.2-403 or reaching 18 years of age,
whichever comes first. Such system shall also assign a unique identifier to each voter registered in the
system.

2. Require the general registrars to enter the names of all registered voters into the system and to
change or correct registration records as necessary.

3. Provide to each general registrar voter confirmation documents for newly registered voters, includ-
ing voters who were automatically registered pursuant to subdivision 1, and for notice to registered
voters on the system of changes and corrections in their registration records and polling places.

4. Require the general registrars to delete from the record of registered voters the name of any voter
who (i) is deceased, (ii) is no longer qualified to vote in the county or city where he is registered due to
removal of his residence, (iii) has been convicted of a felony, (iv) has been adjudicated incapacitated,
(v) is known not to be a United States citizen by reason of reports from the Department of Motor
Vehicles pursuant to § 24.2-410.1 or from the Department of Elections based on information received
from the Systematic Alien Verification for Entitlements Program (SAVE Program) pursuant to sub-
section E, or (vi) is otherwise no longer qualified to vote as may be provided by law. Such action shall
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be taken no later than 30 days after notification from the Department. The Department shall promptly
provide the information referred to in this subdivision, upon receiving it, to general registrars.

5. Retain on the system for four years a separate record for registered voters whose names have been
deleted, with the reason for deletion.

6. Retain on the system permanently a separate record for information received regarding deaths,
felony convictions, and adjudications of incapacity pursuant to §§ 24.2-408 through 24.2-410.

7. Provide to each general registrar, at least 16 days prior to a general or primary election and three
days prior to a special election, an alphabetical list of all registered voters in each precinct or portion
of a precinct in which the election is being held in the county, city, or town. These precinct lists shall
be used as the official lists of qualified voters and shall constitute the pollbooks. The Department shall
provide instructions for the division of the pollbooks and precinct lists into sections to accommodate
the efficient processing of voter lines at the polls. Prior to any general, primary, or special election, the
Department shall provide any general registrar, upon his request, with a separate electronic list of all
registered voters in the registrar's county or city. If electronic pollbooks are used in the locality or elec-
tronic voter registration inquiry devices are used in precincts in the locality, the Department shall
provide a regional or statewide list of registered voters to the general registrar of the locality. The
Department shall determine whether regional or statewide data is provided. Neither the pollbook nor
the regional or statewide list of registered voters shall include the day and month of birth of the voter,
but shall include the voter's year of birth.

8. Acquire by purchase, lease, or contract equipment necessary to execute the duties of the Depart-
ment.

9. Use any source of information that may assist in carrying out the purposes of this section. All agen-
cies of the Commonwealth shall cooperate with the Department in procuring and exchanging iden-
tification information for the purpose of maintaining the voter registration system. The Department may
share any information that it receives from another agency of the Commonwealth with any Chief Elec-
tion Officer of another state for the maintenance of the voter registration system.

10. Cooperate with other states and jurisdictions to develop systems to compare voters, voter history,
and voter registration lists to ensure the accuracy of the voter registration rolls, to identify voters whose
addresses have changed, to prevent duplication of registration in more than one state or jurisdiction,
and to determine eligibility of individuals to vote in Virginia.

11. Reprint and impose a reasonable charge for the sale of any part of Title 24.2, lists of precincts and
polling places, statements of election results by precinct, and any other items required of the Depart-
ment by law. Receipts from such sales shall be credited to the Board for reimbursement of printing
expenses.

B. The Department shall be authorized to provide for the production, distribution, and receipt of inform-
ation and lists through the Virginia voter registration system by any appropriate means including, but



not limited to, paper and electronic means. The Virginia Freedom of Information Act (§ 2.2-3700 et
seq.) shall not apply to records about individuals maintained in this system.

C. The State Board shall institute procedures to ensure that each requirement of this section is ful-
filled. As part of its procedures, the State Board shall provide that the general registrar shall mail
notice of any cancellation pursuant to clause (v) of subdivision A 4 to the person whose registration is
cancelled.

D. The State Board shall promulgate rules and regulations to ensure the uniform application of the law
for determining a person's residence.

E. The Department shall apply to participate in the Systematic Alien Verification for Entitlements Pro-
gram (SAVE Program) operated by U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services of the U.S. Department
of Homeland Security for the purposes of verifying that voters listed in the Virginia voter registration
system are United States citizens. Upon approval of the application, the Department shall enter into
any required memorandum of agreement with U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services. The State
Board shall promulgate rules and regulations governing the use of the immigration status and cit-
izenship status information received from the SAVE Program.

F. The Department shall report annually by October 1 for the preceding 12 months ending August 31
to the Committees on Privileges and Elections on each of its activities undertaken to maintain the Vir-
ginia voter registration system and the results of those activities. The Department's report shall be gov-
erned by the provisions of § 2.2-608 and shall encompass activities undertaken pursuant to
subdivisions A 9 and 10 and subsection E and pursuant to §§ 24.2-404.3, 24.2-404.4, 24.2-408, 24.2-
409, 24.2-409.1, 24.2-410, 24.2-410.1, 24.2-427, and 24.2-428. This report shall contain the meth-
odology used in gathering and analyzing the data. The Commissioner of Elections shall certify that the
data included in the report is accurate and reliable.

1970, c. 462, § 24.1-23; 1971, Ex. Sess., c. 119; 1972, c. 620; 1973, c. 30; 1974, cc. 369, 428; 1975, c.
515; 1976, c. 616; 1978, c. 778; 1983, c. 348; 1993, c. 641; 1997, c. 801; 2000, cc. 510, 554; 2003, c.
1015; 2004, c. 428; 2005, c. 378; 2006, cc. 243, 926, 940; 2008, c. 379; 2009, cc. 865, 870, 874; 2011,
c. 528; 2012, c. 686; 2013, cc. 425, 686, 725; 2014, c. 452; 2015, c. 740; 2018, c. 460; 2020, cc. 1064,
1065; 2021, Sp. Sess. I, c. 217; 2023, c. 785.

§ 24.2-404.1. Commissioner of Elections to serve as state coordinator for the administration of the
National Voter Registration Act.
The Commissioner of Elections shall be the chief state election officer responsible for the coordination
of state responsibilities under the National Voter Registration Act (52 U.S.C. § 20501 et seq.).

1996, cc. 72, 73; 2013, c. 542.

§ 24.2-404.2. Repealed.
Repealed by Acts 2003, cc. 20 and 50.

§ 24.2-404.3. Duty of Department of Elections; verification of registered voter lists.
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On or before October 1 of each year, the Department shall conduct a match of the Virginia registered
voter lists with the list of deceased persons maintained by the Social Security Administration.

2009, c. 492; 2015, c. 740.

§ 24.2-404.4. Exchange of registered voter lists with other states.
A. Pursuant to its authority under subsection A of § 24.2-405 and subsections B and C of § 24.2-406,
the Department of Elections shall request voter registration information and lists of persons voting at
primaries and elections, if available, from the states bordering the Commonwealth to identify duplicate
registrations, voters who no longer reside in the Commonwealth, and other persons who are no longer
entitled to be registered in order to maintain the overall accuracy of the voter registration system.

B. Pursuant to its authority under subdivision A 10 of § 24.2-404, the Department of Elections shall util-
ize data regarding voter registration and lists of persons voting at primaries and elections received
through list comparisons with other states to identify duplicate registrations, voters who no longer
reside in the Commonwealth, and other persons who are no longer entitled to be registered in order to
maintain the overall accuracy of the voter registration system.

C. The Department shall compare the data received pursuant to subsections A and B with the state
voter registration list and initiate list maintenance procedures under applicable state and federal law.
The Department shall include in its report to the House and Senate Committees on Privileges and
Elections, required by subsection F of § 24.2-404, the progress of activities conducted under this sec-
tion, including the number of duplicate registrations found to exist and the procedures that the Depart-
ment and general registrars are following to eliminate duplicate registrations from the Virginia
registered voter lists.

2013, c. 435; 2015, cc. 713, 740; 2018, c. 460.

§ 24.2-405. Lists of registered voters.
A. The Department of Elections shall provide, at a reasonable price, lists of registered voters for their
districts to (i) candidates for election or political party nomination to further their candidacy, (ii) political
party committees or officials thereof for political purposes only, (iii) political action committees that
have filed a current statement of organization with the Department of Elections pursuant to § 24.2-
949.2, or with the Federal Elections Commission pursuant to federal law, for political purposes only,
(iv) incumbent officeholders to report to their constituents, (v) nonprofit organizations that promote
voter participation and registration for that purpose only, and (vi) commissioners of the revenue, as
defined in § 58.1-3100, and treasurers, as defined in § 58.1-3123, for tax assessment, collection, and
enforcement purposes. The Department shall provide, at no charge, the courts of the Commonwealth
and the United States with the lists for their districts for jury selection purposes no more than two times
in a 12-month period and shall provide, at a reasonable price, such lists any other time in that same
12-month period. The lists shall be furnished to no one else and used for no other purpose. However,
the Department of Elections is authorized to furnish information from the voter registration system to
general registrars for their official use and to the Department of Motor Vehicles and other appropriate
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state agencies for maintenance of the voter registration system, and to the Chief Election Officers of
other states for maintenance of voter registration systems.

B. The Department of Elections shall furnish, at a reasonable price, lists of the addresses of registered
voters for their localities to local government census liaisons and their staffs for the sole purpose of
providing address information to the United States Bureau of the Census. The Department of Elec-
tions shall also furnish, at a reasonable price, such lists to the Clerk of the Senate and the Clerk of the
House of Delegates for the sole purpose of maintaining a database of constituent addresses for the
General Assembly. The information authorized under this subsection shall be furnished to no other
person and used for no other purpose. No list furnished under this subsection shall contain the name
of any registered voter. For the purpose of this subsection, the term "census liaison" shall have the
meaning provided in 13 U.S.C. § 16.

C. In no event shall any list furnished under this section contain the social security number, or any part
thereof, of any registered voter except a list furnished to a court of the Commonwealth or of the United
States for jury selection purposes, a commissioner of the revenue or a treasurer for tax assessment,
collection, and enforcement purposes, or to the Chief Election Officer of another state permitted to use
social security numbers, or any parts thereof, that provides for the use of such numbers on applic-
ations for voter registration in accordance with federal law, for maintenance of voter registration sys-
tems.

D. Any list furnished under subsection A shall contain the post office box address in lieu of the res-
idence street address for any individual who has furnished at the time of registration or subsequently,
in addition to his street address, a post office box address pursuant to subsection B of § 24.2-418.

E. No recipient of a list furnished under this section shall publish on the Internet any of the information
contained in such list as a list, database, or other similar searchable format or provide information con-
tained in a list furnished under this section to a third party for such purpose.

1970, c. 462, § 24.1-23; 1971, Ex. Sess., c. 119; 1972, c. 620; 1973, c. 30; 1974, cc. 369, 428; 1975, c.
515; 1976, c. 616; 1978, c. 778; 1983, c. 348; 1993, cc. 144, 641; 1994, cc. 250, 656; 1995, c. 314;
1996, c. 251; 1999, c. 843; 2000, cc. 512, 556; 2001, cc. 612, 626; 2003, c. 1015; 2004, cc. 184, 410;
2006, cc. 787, 892; 2007, c. 318; 2009, c. 318; 2010, c. 452; 2015, c. 712; 2020, cc. 290, 369; 2022, c.
445.

§ 24.2-406. Lists of persons voting at elections.
A. The Department of Elections shall furnish, at a reasonable price, lists of persons who voted at any
primary, special, or general election held in the four preceding years to (i) candidates for election or
political party nomination to further their candidacy, (ii) political party committees or officials thereof for
political purposes only, (iii) political action committees that have filed a current statement of organ-
ization with the Department of Elections pursuant to § 24.2-949.2 or with the Federal Elections Com-
mission pursuant to federal law, for political purposes only, (iv) incumbent officeholders to report to
their constituents, and (v) members of the public or a nonprofit organization seeking to promote voter
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participation and registration by means of a communication or mailing without intimidation or pressure
exerted on the recipient, for that purpose only. Such lists shall be furnished to no one else and shall
be used only for campaign and political purposes and for reporting to constituents. Unless such lists
are not available due to a pending recount or election contest, the general registrar shall submit the
list of persons who voted to the Department of Elections within 14 days after each election. The gen-
eral registrars of localities using nonelectronic pollbooks shall submit the list of persons who voted to
the Department of Elections within seven days after the pollbooks are released from the possession of
the clerk of court. The Department of Elections shall make available such lists no later than seven
days after receiving them from the general registrar.

B. The Department of Elections shall furnish to the Chief Election Officer of another state, on request
and at a reasonable price, lists of persons who voted at any primary, special, or general election held
for the four preceding years. Such lists shall be used only for the purpose of maintenance of voter
registration systems and shall be transmitted in accordance with security policies approved by the
State Board of Elections.

C. In no event shall any list furnished under this section contain the social security number, or any part
thereof, of any registered voter, except for a list furnished to the Chief Election Officer of another state
permitted to use social security numbers, or any parts thereof, that provides for the use of such num-
bers on applications for voter registration in accordance with federal law, for maintenance of voter
registration systems.

D. Any list furnished under this section shall contain the post office box address in lieu of the res-
idence street address for any individual who has furnished at the time of registration or subsequently,
in addition to his street address, a post office box address pursuant to subsection B of § 24.2-418.

1970, c. 462, § 24.1-23; 1971, Ex. Sess., c. 119; 1972, c. 620; 1973, c. 30; 1974, cc. 369, 428; 1975, c.
515; 1976, c. 616; 1978, c. 778; 1983, c. 348; 1993, cc. 144, 641; 1994, c. 250; 1995, c. 314; 1996, c.
251; 2001, cc. 612, 626; 2003, c. 1015; 2004, cc. 184, 410; 2007, c. 318; 2009, c. 318; 2012, c. 664;
2013, c. 446; 2015, c. 712; 2016, cc. 18, 492.

§ 24.2-407. Statement for persons receiving lists of persons registered or voting; penalties.
Any person receiving lists pursuant to § 24.2-405, 24.2-406, 24.2-706, or 24.2-710 shall sign the fol-
lowing statement:

"I understand that the lists requested are the property of the State Board of Elections of the Com-
monwealth of Virginia, and I hereby state or agree, subject to felony penalties for making false state-
ments pursuant to § 24.2-1016, that (i) I am a person authorized by § 24.2-405, 24.2-406, 24.2-706, or
24.2-710 of the Code of Virginia to receive a copy of the lists described; (ii) the lists will be used only
for the purposes prescribed and for no other use; and (iii) I will not permit the use or copying of the lists
by persons not authorized by the Code of Virginia to obtain them.

Signature of Purchaser ______________________________."
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1970, c. 462, § 24.1-23; 1971, Ex. Sess., c. 119; 1972, c. 620; 1973, c. 30; 1974, cc. 369, 428; 1975, c.
515; 1976, c. 616; 1978, c. 778; 1983, c. 348; 1993, c. 641; 2010, c. 812.

§ 24.2-407.1. Prohibition on disclosure of social security numbers or parts thereof.
It shall be unlawful for any person who has obtained, under § 24.2-405 or 24.2-406 or any prior law, a
list of persons registered or voting which contained social security numbers, or any parts thereof, to dis-
close any voter's social security number, or any part thereof, to any other person. Any person main-
taining a system containing social security numbers, or any parts thereof, obtained from the Board or
the Department of Elections shall delete or destroy the portion of his records containing those num-
bers, except for a list furnished to a court of the Commonwealth or of the United States for jury selec-
tion purposes, a commissioner of the revenue, as defined in § 58.1-3100, or a treasurer, as defined in
§ 58.1-3123, for tax assessment, collection, and enforcement purposes, or the Chief Election Officer of
another state, permitted to use social security numbers, or any parts thereof, that provides for the use
of such numbers on applications for voter registration in accordance with federal law, for the purpose
of matching voter registration lists.

1994, c. 656; 2007, c. 318; 2010, c. 452; 2015, c. 712.

§ 24.2-408. State Registrar of Vital Records to transmit weekly lists of decedents to Department of
Elections.
The State Registrar of Vital Records shall transmit to the Department of Elections by electronic means
a weekly list of all persons 17 years of age or older who have died in the Commonwealth subsequent
to its previous weekly list. The lists shall be in a format specified by the Department and shall contain
the deceased's name; address; county, city, or town of residence; social security number, if any; and
date and place of his birth and of his death. The Department shall maintain a permanent record of the
information in the lists as part of the voter registration system, and the general registrars shall use the
information in the lists to carry out their duties pursuant to § 24.2-427. Information in the lists shall be
confidential and consistent with the requirements of § 32.1-271.

1970, c. 462, § 24.1-25; 1972, c. 620; 1975, c. 515; 1993, c. 641; 1999, c. 117; 2015, c. 740; 2022, cc.
4, 28.

§ 24.2-409. Central Criminal Records Exchange to transmit lists of felony convictions to Depart-
ment of Elections.
The Central Criminal Records Exchange shall transmit to the Department of Elections by electronic
means (i) a monthly list of all persons convicted of a felony during the preceding month and (ii) an
annual list of all persons who have been convicted of a felony, regardless of when the conviction
occurred. The list shall be in a format mutually agreed upon by the Commissioner of Elections and the
Department of State Police and shall contain the convicted person's name; address; county, city, or
town of residence; social security number, if any; date and place of birth; and date of conviction. The
Department shall maintain a permanent record of the information in the lists as part of the voter regis-
tration system. Upon receipt of the monthly list, the Department shall compare, on a monthly basis, the
contents of the list to the list of all registered voters maintained on the voter registration system and
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shall notify the appropriate general registrar of the felony conviction of any registered voter. Upon
receipt of the annual list, the Department shall compare the contents of the list to the list of all
registered voters maintained on the voter registration system and shall notify the appropriate general
registrar of the felony conviction of any registered voter. The general registrars shall have access to
the information in the lists to carry out their duties pursuant to § 24.2-427.

1970, c. 462, § 24.1-26; 1972, c. 620; 1975, c. 515; 1993, c. 641; 1999, c. 117; 2013, c. 491; 2015, c.
740.

§ 24.2-409.1. Department of Elections to transmit information pertaining to persons convicted of a
felony in federal court.
Upon receipt of a notice of a felony conviction sent by a United States attorney pursuant to the
National Voter Registration Act (52 U.S.C. § 20501 et seq.), the Department shall notify the appro-
priate general registrar of the conviction.

1996, cc. 72, 73; 2015, c. 740.

§ 24.2-410. Clerks of circuit courts to furnish lists of certain adjudications.
The clerk of each circuit court shall furnish monthly to the Department of Elections a complete list of all
persons adjudicated incapacitated pursuant to Chapter 20 (§ 64.2-2000 et seq.) of Title 64.2 or whose
incapacity has been recognized pursuant to § 64.2-2115, and therefore "mentally incompetent" for pur-
poses of this title unless the court order specifically provides otherwise, during the preceding month or
a statement that no adjudications have occurred that month. The list shall contain each such person's
name; address; county, city, or town of residence; social security number, if any; date and place of
birth; and date of adjudication. The Commissioner of Elections and the Executive Secretary shall
determine the procedure for furnishing such lists, which may be by electronic means. The Department
shall transmit the information from the list to the appropriate general registrars.

1976, c. 616, § 24.1-26.1; 1993, c. 641; 1998, c. 582; 2011, c. 518; 2015, c. 740.

§ 24.2-410.1. Citizenship status; Department of Motor Vehicles to furnish lists of noncitizens.
A. The Department of Motor Vehicles shall include on the application for any document, or renewal
thereof, issued pursuant to the provisions of Chapter 3 (§ 46.2-300 et seq.) of Title 46.2 a statement
asking the applicant if he is a United States citizen. Information on citizenship status shall not be a
determinative factor for the issuance of any document pursuant to the provisions of Chapter 3 (§ 46.2-
300 et seq.) of Title 46.2.

The Department of Motor Vehicles shall furnish monthly to the Department of Elections a complete list
of all persons who have indicated a noncitizen status to the Department of Motor Vehicles in obtaining
any document, or renewal thereof, issued pursuant to the provisions of Chapter 3 (§ 46.2-300 et seq.)
of Title 46.2. The Department of Elections shall transmit the information from the list to the appropriate
general registrars. Information in the lists shall be confidential and available only for official use by the
Department of Elections and general registrars.
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B. For the purposes of this section, the Department of Motor Vehicles is not responsible for verifying
the claim of any applicant who indicates United States citizen status when applying for any document,
or renewal thereof, issued pursuant to the provisions of Chapter 3 (§ 46.2-300 et seq.) of Title 46.2.

2006, cc. 926, 940; 2015, c. 740; 2020, cc. 908, 909, 1227, 1246.

§ 24.2-410.2. Security of the Virginia voter registration system.
A. The State Board shall promulgate regulations and standards necessary to ensure the security and
integrity of the Virginia voter registration system and the supporting technologies utilized by the
counties and cities to maintain and record registrant information. The State Board shall, in con-
sultation with representatives of local government information technology professionals and general
registrars, update the security standards at least annually. Such review shall be completed by Novem-
ber 30 each year.

B. The electoral board of each county and city that utilizes supporting technologies to maintain and
record registrant information shall develop and annually update written plans and procedures to
ensure the security and integrity of those supporting technologies. All plans and procedures shall be
in compliance with the security standards established by the State Board pursuant to subsection A.
Each electoral board shall report annually by March 1 to the Department of Elections on its security
plans and procedures. The general registrar and the Department of Elections shall provide assistance
to the electoral board, upon request by the electoral board.

C. In accordance with the process prescribed by the State Board, the Department of Elections may
limit access to the Virginia voter registration system by any county or city that has failed to comply with
the provisions of subsection B or the security standards established by the State Board pursuant to
subsection A. Such access shall be limited as necessary in order to address and resolve any security
risks or to enforce compliance with the provisions of subsection B or the security standards estab-
lished by the State Board. Prior to restricting access to Virginia voter registration system by any county
or city, the Department of Elections shall provide notice to the county or city of the failure to comply
with the provisions of subsection A or B and the county or city shall have seven days to correct any
deficiencies. The Department of Elections may provide technical assistance to any county or city upon
request by the county or city.

D. Records of the State Board or of a local electoral board, to the extent such records describe pro-
tocols for maintaining the security of the Virginia voter registration system and the supporting tech-
nologies utilized to maintain and record registrant information, the release of which would compromise
the security of the Virginia voter registration system, shall be confidential and excluded from inspec-
tion and copying under the Virginia Freedom of Information Act (§ 2.2-3700 et seq.).

E. The State Board or a local electoral board may hold a closed meeting pursuant to the provisions of
the Virginia Freedom of Information Act (§ 2.2-3700 et seq.) for the purpose of discussing protocols for
maintaining the security of the Virginia voter registration system and the supporting technologies util-
ized to maintain and record registrant information, where discussion of such matters in open meeting

http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?061+ful+CHAP0926
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?061+ful+CHAP0940
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?151+ful+CHAP0740
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?201+ful+CHAP0908
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?201+ful+CHAP0909
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?201+ful+CHAP1227
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?201+ful+CHAP1246


would compromise the security of the Virginia voter registration system. Nothing in this subsection
shall be construed to authorize a closed meeting to discuss any breach of security of the Virginia voter
registration system.

F. Nothing in this section shall be construed to prohibit the release of information concerning any
breach of security of the Virginia voter registration system.

2019, c. 426.

Article 3 - LOCATIONS AND TIMES FOR REGISTRATION

§ 24.2-411. Office of the general registrar.
A. Each local governing body shall furnish the general registrar with a clearly marked and suitable
office which shall be the principal office for voter registration. The office shall be owned or leased by
the city or county, or by the state for the location of Department of Motor Vehicles facilities, adequately
furnished, and located within the city or within the county or a city in which the county courthouse is
located. The governing body shall provide property damage liability and bodily injury liability cov-
erage for the office and shall furnish the general registrar with necessary postage, stationery, equip-
ment, and office supplies. The telephone number shall be listed in the local telephone directory
separately or under the local governmental listing under the designation "Voter Registration."

No private business enterprise shall be conducted in the general registrar's office.

B. The general registrar's office in all counties and cities shall be open a minimum of five days each
week, except as provided in subsection C.

Additional hours, if any, that the general registrar's office is open for voter registration may be determ-
ined and set by the general registrar or the electoral board.

C. The general registrar may close the office of the general registrar (i) for off-site training purposes for
no more than four consecutive or cumulative days each year, provided that notice of the closure is pos-
ted on the official website of the county or city and in no fewer than two public places at least 72 hours
before such closure, and (ii) quarterly to provide training in the office for a period not to exceed four
hours without providing notice. However, no closure permitted by clause (i) or clause (ii) shall occur
(a) within the seven days immediately preceding and immediately following an election, (b) during the
period for absentee voting required by subsection A of § 24.2-701, (c) on the final registration day pur-
suant to § 24.2-414, or (d) on a deadline specified in the Campaign Finance Disclosure Act of 2006 (§
24.2-945 et seq.).

Code 1950, §§ 24-52, 24-52.1, 24-55, 24-59 through 24-61, 24-65, 24-66, 24-71 through 24-76, 24-90,
24-93, 24-94, 24-101, 24-111, 24-118.1; 1954, c. 691; 1958, c. 576; 1962, cc. 422, 475, 536; 1963, Ex.
Sess., c. 2; 1964, c. 608; 1968, cc. 97, 141; 1970, c. 462, §§ 24.1-43, 24.1-46, 24.1-49; 1972, c. 620;
1973, c. 30; 1974, c. 428; 1975, c. 515; 1976, cc. 12, 616; 1978, c. 778; 1979, c. 329; 1980, c. 639;
1981, c. 425; 1982, cc. 290, 650; 1983, cc. 398, 511; 1984, c. 480; 1985, cc. 197, 530; 1986, c. 558;
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1988, cc. 305, 528; 1989, c. 743; 1991, cc. 42, 136; 1993, c. 641; 1997, cc. 650, 666; 2000, cc. 512,
556; 2015, c. 740; 2016, c. 13; 2018, c. 539.

§ 24.2-411.1. Repealed.
Repealed by Acts 2020, cc. 908 and 909, cl. 2.

§ 24.2-411.2. State-designated voter registration agencies.
A. The following agencies are designated as voter registration agencies in compliance with the
National Voter Registration Act (52 U.S.C. § 20501 et seq.) and shall provide voter registration oppor-
tunities at their state, regional, or local offices, depending upon the point of service:

1. Agencies whose primary function is to provide public assistance, including agencies that provide
benefits under the Temporary Assistance for Needy Families program; Special Supplemental Food
Program for Women, Infants, and Children; Medicaid program; or Food Stamps program;

2. Agencies whose primary function is to provide state-funded programs primarily engaged in provid-
ing services to persons with disabilities;

3. Armed Forces recruitment offices; and

4. The regional offices of the Department of Wildlife Resources and the offices of the Virginia Employ-
ment Commission in the Northern Virginia Planning District 8.

B. The Commissioner of Elections, with the assistance of the Office of the Attorney General, shall com-
pile and maintain a list of the specific agencies covered by subdivisions A 1 and A 2 that, in the legal
opinion of the Attorney General, must be designated to meet the requirements of the National Voter
Registration Act. The Commissioner of Elections shall notify each agency of its designation and there-
after notify any agency added to or deleted from the list.

C. At each voter registration agency, the following services shall be made available on the premises
of the agency:

1. Distribution of mail voter registration forms provided by the Department of Elections;

2. Assistance to applicants in completing voter registration application forms, unless the applicant
refuses assistance; and

3. Receipt of completed voter registration application forms.

D. A voter registration agency, which provides service or assistance in conducting voter registration,
shall make the following services available on the premises of the agency:

1. Distribution with each application for its service or assistance, or upon admission to a facility or pro-
gram, and with each recertification, readmission, renewal, or change of address form, of a voter regis-
tration application prescribed by the Department of Elections that complies with the requirements of
the National Voter Registration Act (52 U.S.C. § 20501 et seq.).

2. Provision, as part of the voter registration process, of a form that includes:
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a. The question: "If you are not registered to vote where you live now, would you like to apply to
register to vote here today?"

b. If the agency provides public assistance, the statement: "Applying to register or declining to register
to vote will not affect the amount of assistance that you will be provided by this agency."

c. Boxes for the applicant to check to indicate whether the applicant would like to register, declines to
register to vote, or is already registered (failure to check any box being deemed to constitute a declin-
ation to register for purposes of subdivision 2 a), together with the statement (in close proximity to the
boxes and in prominent type): "IF YOU DO NOT CHECK ANY BOX, YOU WILL BE CONSIDERED
TO HAVE DECIDED NOT TO REGISTER TO VOTE AT THIS TIME."

d. The statement: "If you would like help in filling out the voter registration application form, we will
help you. The decision whether to seek help or accept help is yours. You may fill out the application
form in private."

e. The statement: "If you believe that someone has interfered with your right to register or to decline to
register to vote, or your right to privacy in deciding whether to register or in applying to register to vote,
you may file a complaint with the Department of Elections." The statement shall include the address
and telephone number of the Department.

f. The following statement accompanying the form which features prominently in boldface capital let-
ters: "WARNING: INTENTIONALLY MAKING A MATERIALLY FALSE STATEMENT ON THIS FORM
CONSTITUTES THE CRIME OF ELECTION FRAUD, WHICH IS PUNISHABLE UNDER VIRGINIA
LAW AS A FELONY. VIOLATORS MAY BE SENTENCED TO UP TO 10 YEARS IN PRISON, OR
UP TO 12 MONTHS IN JAIL AND/OR FINED UP TO $2,500."

3. Provision to each applicant who does not decline to register to vote of the same degree of assist-
ance with regard to the completion of the voter registration application as is provided by the office with
regard to the completion of its own applications, unless the applicant refuses assistance.

E. If a voter registration agency designated under subsection A of this section provides services to a
person with a disability at the person's home, the agency shall provide the voter registration services
as provided for in this section.

F. A person who provides services at a designated voter registration agency shall not:

1. Seek to influence an applicant's political preference;

2. Display any material indicating the person's political preference or party allegiance;

3. Make any statement to an applicant or take any action the purpose or effect of which is to lead the
applicant to believe that a decision to register or not to register has any bearing on the availability of
services or benefits; or

4. Disclose, except as authorized by law for official use, the social security number, or any part thereof,
of any applicant for voter registration.



Any person who is aggrieved by a violation of this subsection may provide written notice of the viol-
ation to the Department. The Department shall be authorized to cooperate with the agency to resolve
the alleged violation. Nothing contained in this subsection shall prohibit an aggrieved person from fil-
ing a complaint in accordance with § 24.2-1019 against a person who commits any election law
offense enumerated in §§ 24.2-1000 through 24.2-1016.

G. A completed voter registration application shall be transmitted as directed by the Department not
later than five business days after the date of receipt.

H. Each state-designated voter registration agency shall maintain such statistical records on the num-
ber of applications to register to vote as requested by the Department.

1996, cc. 72, 73; 2002, c. 747; 2007, c. 318; 2013, c. 542; 2015, c. 740; 2020, c. 958.

§ 24.2-411.3. Registration of Department of Motor Vehicles customers.
A. Each person coming into an office of the Department of Motor Vehicles or accessing its website in
order to (i) apply for, replace, or renew a driver's license or other document issued under Chapter 3 (§
46.2-300 et seq.) of Title 46.2 except driver privilege cards or permits issued pursuant to § 46.2-328.3
or identification privilege cards issued pursuant to § 46.2-345.3; or (ii) change an address on an exist-
ing driver's license or other document issued under Chapter 3 (§ 46.2-300 et seq.) of Title 46.2 except
driver privilege cards or permits issued pursuant to § 46.2-328.3 or identification privilege cards
issued pursuant to § 46.2-345.3 shall be presented with (a) a question asking whether or not the per-
son is a United States citizen and (b) the option to decline to have his information transmitted to the
Department of Elections for voter registration purposes. The citizenship question and option to decline
shall be accompanied by a statement that intentionally making a materially false statement during the
transaction constitutes election fraud and is punishable under Virginia law as a felony.

The Department of Motor Vehicles may not transmit the information of any person who so declines.
The Department of Motor Vehicles may not transmit the information of any person who indicates that
he is not a United States citizen, nor may such person be asked any additional questions relevant to
voter registration but not relevant to the purpose for which the person came to an office of the Depart-
ment of Motor Vehicles or accessed its website.

B. For each person who does not select the option to decline to have his information transmitted to the
Department of Elections for voter registration purposes and who has identified himself as a United
States citizen, the Department of Motor Vehicles shall request any information as may be required by
the State Board to ensure that the person meets all voter registration eligibility requirements.

C. The Department of Motor Vehicles shall electronically transmit to the Department of Elections, in
accordance with the standards set by the State Board, the information collected pursuant to sub-
section B for any person who (i) has indicated that he is a United States citizen, (ii) has indicated that
he is 17 years of age or older, and (iii) at the time of such transaction did not decline to have his inform-
ation transmitted to the Department of Elections for voter registration purposes.
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D. The Department of Elections shall use the information transmitted to determine whether a person
already has a registration record in the voter registration system.

1. For any person who does not yet have a registration record in the voter registration system, the
Department of Elections shall transmit the information to the appropriate general registrar. The general
registrar shall accept or reject the registration of such person in accordance with the provisions of this
chapter.

2. For any person who already has a registration record in the voter registration system, if the inform-
ation indicates that the voter has moved within the Commonwealth, the Department of Elections shall
transmit the information and the registration record to the appropriate general registrar, who shall treat
such transmittal as a request for transfer and process it in accordance with the provisions of this
chapter.

3. General registrars shall not register any person who does not satisfy all voter eligibility require-
ments.

2020, cc. 908, 909, 1227, 1246; 2021, Sp. Sess. I, c. 544.

§ 24.2-412. Other locations and times for voter registration.
A. In addition to voter registration locations provided for in §§ 24.2-411, 24.2-411.2, and 24.2-411.3,
opportunities for voter registration may be provided at other agency offices, business offices, estab-
lishments, and occasional sites open to the general public, and shall be provided as required by this
section. Voter registration shall be conducted only in public places open to the general public and at
preannounced hours. Deputy registrars should serve during such hours and at such places. The con-
duct of voter registration by the general registrar or a deputy registrar in public places at prean-
nounced hours shall not be deemed solicitation of registration.

B. The general registrar is authorized to set within his jurisdiction ongoing locations and times for
registration in local or state government agency offices or in businesses or other establishments open
to the general public, subject to the approval of, and pursuant to an agreement with, the head of the
government agency, the owner or manager of the business or establishment, or the designee of either.
The agreement shall provide for the appointment of employees of the agency, business, or estab-
lishment to serve as deputy registrars and shall be in writing and approved by the local electoral board
prior to implementation.

Employees of the agency, business, or establishment who are appointed to serve as deputy registrars
may be nonresidents of the jurisdiction they are appointed to serve, provided that (i) they are qualified
voters of the Commonwealth and (ii) they serve only at their place of employment within the jur-
isdiction they are appointed to serve.

C. The general registrar or electoral board may set additional occasional sites and times for regis-
tration within the jurisdiction. A multifamily residential building not usually open to the public may be
used as an occasional registration site so long as the public has free access to the site during the time
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for registering voters. Voter registration conducted in a high school or at the location of a naturalization
ceremony shall not be required to be open to the public.

Code 1950, §§ 24-74 through 24-76, 24-78; 1963, Ex. Sess., c. 2; 1970, c. 462, § 24.1-49; 1975, c.
515; 1976, c. 616; 1984, c. 480; 1985, c. 530; 1986, c. 248, § 24.1-45.2; 1987, c. 478; 1988, c. 305;
1989, c. 743; 1991, cc. 42, 136; 1993, c. 641; 1996, cc. 72, 73; 1997, cc. 523, 539; 2020, cc. 858, 908,
909; 2022, c. 140.

§ 24.2-413. Accessible registration locations.
The office of the general registrar, and each agency, business, and establishment set for registration
pursuant to §§ 24.2-411.2 and 24.2-411.3 and subsection B of § 24.2-412 shall be accessible as
required by the provisions of the Virginians with Disabilities Act (§ 51.5-1 et seq.), the Voting Access-
ibility for the Elderly and Handicapped Act (52 U.S.C. § 20101 et seq.), and the Americans with Dis-
abilities Act relating to public services (42 U.S.C. § 12131 et seq.). The Department shall provide
instructions to the Department of Motor Vehicles, state-designated voter registration agencies, local
electoral boards, and general registrars to assist them in complying with the requirements of the Acts.

In the selection of additional registration sites as provided in § 24.2-412, consideration shall be given
to accessibility so that a reasonable number of accessible sites are provided and the requirements of
the above cited Acts are met.

Code 1950, §§ 24-52, 24-52.1, 24-55, 24-61, 24-65, 24-66, 24-118.1; 1954, c. 691; 1962, c. 475; 1964,
c. 608; 1968, cc. 97, 141; 1970, c. 462, § 24.1-43; 1973, c. 30; 1974, c. 428; 1975, c. 515; 1976, c. 12;
1978, c. 778; 1981, c. 425; 1982, c. 290; 1983, c. 511; 1984, c. 480; 1985, c. 197; 1986, c. 558; 1988,
c. 528; 1993, c. 641; 1996, cc. 72, 73; 2015, c. 740; 2020, cc. 908, 909.

§ 24.2-414. Final registration day.
Each general registrar shall hold a final day of registration on the day before the registration records
close under § 24.2-416 for every election held in his jurisdiction. On the final day of registration, the
principal office of the general registrar shall be open a minimum of eight hours. The registrar shall
make a list by name of any persons in line at the time of closing and shall permit those persons to com-
plete an application to register or to make any necessary changes to their registration records.

Code 1950, §§ 24-74 through 24-76, 24-78; 1963, Ex. Sess., c. 2; 1970, c. 462, § 24.1-49; 1975, c.
515; 1976, c. 616; 1984, c. 480; 1985, c. 530; 1988, c. 305; 1989, c. 743; 1991, cc. 42, 136; 1993, cc.
545, 619, 641; 2001, cc. 613, 632; 2008, c. 424.

§ 24.2-414.1. Closing time of registration sites on final day.
The principal office of the registrar shall close for voter registration purposes at 5:00 p.m. on the final
day of registration.

2013, c. 680.

§ 24.2-415. Notice of times and locations for registration.
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A. The general registrar shall give notice of the date, hours, and locations for registration on the final
day of registration at least 10 days before each final day. The notice for the final day shall be posted
on the official website of the county or city and published at least once in a newspaper of general cir-
culation in the county or city, if one is available.

At least three days' advance notice shall be given for other times and locations for voter registration.
This notice shall be posted on the official website of the county or city, and published at least once in
a newspaper of general circulation in the county or city, or announced at least twice on a television sta-
tion serving the county or city, if one is available.

B. Notice shall not be required for (i) the regular office hours for the general registrar's office or any
other office normally staffed by one or more registrars, (ii) any office or location offering voter regis-
tration services or forms in the normal course of its daily business, or (iii) any other location at which
mail applications are offered under Article 3.1 (§ 24.2-416.1 et seq.) of this chapter but no registrar, nor
any person authorized to receive voter registration applications pursuant to § 24.2-415.1, is present.

Code 1950, §§ 24-74 through 24-76, 24-78; 1963, Ex. Sess., c. 2; 1970, c. 462, § 24.1-49; 1975, c.
515; 1976, c. 616; 1984, c. 480; 1985, c. 530; 1988, c. 305; 1989, c. 743; 1991, cc. 42, 136; 1993, c.
641; 2003, c. 969; 2012, cc. 328, 486; 2023, c. 535.

§ 24.2-415.1. Persons authorized to receive voter registration applications.
A. Any designated employee of a state-designated voter registration agency or Armed Forces recruit-
ment office shall be authorized to receive a voter registration application when hand delivered by the
applicant during the hours that the office is open.

B. The registration date for a valid voter registration application that has been hand delivered is the
date when received by any general registrar or any person authorized to receive voter registration
applications pursuant to subsection A.

1996, cc. 72, 73; 2020, cc. 908, 909.

§ 24.2-416. Closing registration records before elections.
A. In any county, city, or town in which an election is being held, the registration records shall be
closed for the purpose of registering voters on the election day and during the period in advance of the
election as provided in this section. The registration records shall be closed during the 21 days before
a primary or general election. If the registration records have not been closed previously for a primary
or general election, they shall be closed during the six days before a special election called by the
Governor, Speaker of the House of Delegates, or President pro tempore of the Senate, or pursuant to
rule or resolution of either house of the General Assembly and during the 13 days before any other
special election.

B. In the event that a failure of the Virginia online voter registration system occurs prior to the close of
registration records pursuant to this section, the Governor shall have the authority to order the online
voter registration system to be available for registration activities after the date for closing the regis-
tration records for a period of time equal to the amount of time during which the online voter
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registration system was unavailable for registration activities, rounded up to the nearest whole day,
plus an additional day to allow for voter education efforts. During this period, persons shall be per-
mitted to register in person and mail voter registration applications shall be accepted.

Code 1950, §§ 24-82, 24-83.1; 1962, c. 536; 1970, c. 462, § 24.1-50; 1973, c. 30; 1975, c. 515; 1993,
c. 641; 2008, c. 424; 2021, Sp. Sess. I, c. 159.

Article 3.1 - Mail Registration

§ 24.2-416.1. Voter registration by mail.
A person may apply to register to vote by mail by completing and returning a mail voter registration
application form in the manner and time provided by law.

1996, cc. 72, 73; 2003, c. 1015; 2020, cc. 718, 1149, 1151, 1201; 2021, Sp. Sess. I, c. 471.

§ 24.2-416.2. Mail voter registration application forms.
Notwithstanding the provisions of §§ 24.2-418 and 24.2-418.1, the national mail voter registration
application form promulgated by the Election Assistance Commission pursuant to the National Voter
Registration Act (52 U.S.C. § 20501 et seq.) shall be accepted for the registration of otherwise qual-
ified voters to vote in federal, state, and local elections. In addition to the national form promulgated by
the Election Assistance Commission, the State Board of Elections shall design and distribute a state
mail voter registration application form. Such state form shall include the eligibility requirements for
registration as provided in this title, shall provide for a receipt for the applicant pursuant to § 24.2-
418.1, and shall require each applicant to provide the information required subject to felony penalties
for making false statements pursuant to § 24.2-1016.

Each state form shall be accompanied by the following statement featured prominently in boldface cap-
ital letters: "WARNING: INTENTIONALLY MAKING A MATERIALLY FALSE STATEMENT ON THIS
FORM CONSTITUTES THE CRIME OF ELECTION FRAUD, WHICH IS PUNISHABLE UNDER
VIRGINIA LAW AS A FELONY. VIOLATORS MAY BE SENTENCED TO UP TO 10 YEARS IN
PRISON, OR UP TO 12 MONTHS IN JAIL AND/OR FINED UP TO $2,500."

1996, cc. 72, 73; 2008, c. 865; 2015, c. 740.

§ 24.2-416.3. Distribution of mail voter registration application forms.
A. Subject to the conditions set forth in § 24.2-416.6, the Department of Elections shall make available
to any individual or group a reasonable number of mail voter registration application forms.

B. The Department shall provide a reasonable number of mail voter registration application forms to
each agent of the Department of Wildlife Resources authorized to sell hunting or fishing licenses in Vir-
ginia. The Department of Wildlife Resources shall assist the Department by providing a list of its
agents appointed to sell hunting and fishing licenses in Virginia and by instructing its agents to make
the mail voter registration application forms available to persons purchasing hunting or fishing
licenses.
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C. The Department shall provide a reasonable number of mail voter registration application forms to (i)
each public institution of higher education, as that term is defined in § 23.1-100; (ii) each nonprofit
private institution of higher education, as that term is defined in § 23.1-100, that is eligible to par-
ticipate in the Tuition Assistance Grant Program pursuant to Article 5 (§ 23.1-628 et seq.) of Chapter 6
of Title 23.1; and (iii) any other entity authorized to issue bonds pursuant to Chapter 11 (§ 23.1-1100 et
seq.) of Title 23.1. The State Council of Higher Education for Virginia shall assist the Department by
providing a list of such institutions and by requesting those institutions to make the mail voter regis-
tration application forms available to students.

1996, cc. 72, 73; 2011, cc. 197, 225; 2013, c. 465; 2015, c. 740; 2020, cc. 921, 958.

§ 24.2-416.4. Return of mail voter registration applications.
A. Notwithstanding the provisions of § 24.2-416, a mail voter registration application returned through
the United States Postal Service shall be deemed to have been made as of the date of the postmark
affixed to such application by the United States Postal Service. If no such postmark is affixed or if the
postmark affixed by the United States Postal Service is illegible or bears no date, such application
shall be deemed to have been timely if received through the United States mail no later than five days
following the time for the closing of the registration books pursuant to § 24.2-416.

B. In any other case, a completed mail voter registration application shall be deemed timely if received
by any general registrar or any person authorized to receive voter registration applications pursuant to
§ 24.2-415.1 by 5:00 p.m. on the final day of registration provided for in § 24.2-414.

1996, cc. 72, 73; 2013, c. 680.

§ 24.2-416.5. Social security number or parts thereof not to be disclosed.
Any person assisting an applicant with the completion or return of a mail voter registration application
shall not copy, disclose or make any use of the social security number, or any part thereof, of the
applicant except as authorized by law for official use.

1996, cc. 72, 73; 2007, c. 318.

§ 24.2-416.6. Registration by and instructions for voter registration drives; compensation pro-
hibitions.
Whenever the Department of Elections, local electoral board, or general registrar's office furnishes indi-
viduals or groups multiple copies of the voter registration application, it shall provide accompanying
instructions that contain a copy and explanation of § 24.2-1002.01 and the penalty for destruction of,
or failure to mail or deliver, voter registration applications that have been signed. Any like instructions
furnished to the public by whatever means shall contain a copy and explanation of § 24.2-1002.01
and the penalty for destruction of, or failure to mail or deliver, voter registration applications. When
obtaining 25 or more voter registration applications, such individuals or groups shall be required to
register with and provide to the Department, local electoral board, or general registrar's office such
information as required by the Department. Such individuals or agents representing a group shall be
required to receive training as approved by the State Board and sign a sworn affidavit on a form
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prescribed by the State Board attesting that such individuals or organizations will abide by all Virginia
laws and rules regarding the registration of voters.

No individual or group shall compensate its volunteers or employees on the basis of the number of
completed voter registration applications the volunteer or employee collects. No volunteer or
employee of an individual or group shall accept compensation based on the number of completed
voter registration applications he collects.

2005, cc. 339, 412; 2013, c. 465; 2015, c. 740; 2017, c. 336.

Article 3.2 - Electronic Registration

§ 24.2-416.7. Application for voter registration by electronic means.
A. Notwithstanding any other provision of law, a person who is qualified to register to vote may apply
to register to vote by electronic means as authorized by the State Board by completing an electronic
registration application.

B. Notwithstanding any other provision of law, a registered voter may satisfy the requirements of §§
24.2-423 and 24.2-424 to notify the general registrar of a change of legal name or place of residence
within the Commonwealth by electronic means as authorized by the State Board by completing an
electronic registration application.

C. An electronic registration application completed pursuant to this article shall require that an applic-
ant:

1. Provide the information as required under § 24.2-418;

2. Have a Virginia driver's license or other document issued by the Department of Motor Vehicles
under Chapter 3 (§ 46.2-300 et seq.) of Title 46.2;

3. Provide a social security number and Department of Motor Vehicles customer identifier number that
matches the applicant's record in the Department of Motor Vehicles records;

4. Attest to the truth of the information provided;

5. Sign the application in a manner consistent with the Uniform Electronic Transactions Act (§ 59.1-
479 et seq.); and

6. Affirmatively authorize the Department of Elections and general registrar to use the applicant's sig-
nature obtained by the Department of Motor Vehicles for voter registration purposes.

D. In order for an individual to complete a transaction under this article, the general registrar shall
verify that the Department of Motor Vehicles customer identifier number, date of birth, and social secur-
ity number provided by the applicant match the information contained in the Department of Motor
Vehicles records.

E. The Department of Motor Vehicles shall provide to the Department of Elections a digital copy of the
applicant's signature on record with the Department of Motor Vehicles.
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F. The Department of Elections shall transmit to the general registrar an applicant's completed voter
registration application and digital signature not later than five business days after the date of receipt.

G. Each transaction taking place under this section shall be accompanied by the following statement
featured prominently in boldface capital letters: "WARNING: INTENTIONALLY MAKING A
MATERIALLY FALSE STATEMENT DURING THIS TRANSACTION CONSTITUTES THE CRIME
OF ELECTION FRAUD, WHICH IS PUNISHABLE UNDER VIRGINIA LAW AS A FELONY.
VIOLATORS MAY BE SENTENCED TO UP TO 10 YEARS IN PRISON, OR UP TO 12 MONTHS IN
JAIL AND/OR FINED UP TO $2,500."

H. The Department of Elections may use additional security measures approved by the State Board to
ensure the accuracy and integrity of registration transactions performed under this article.

2013, c. 520; 2015, c. 740; 2020, cc. 1227, 1246.

Article 4 - REGISTRATION OF VOTERS

§ 24.2-417. Persons to be registered.
Each registrar shall register every resident of his county or city who has the qualifications required by
the Constitution of Virginia and this title and who applies for registration or transfer of his registration
from another county or city in the Commonwealth at the time and in the manner required by law.

Any person, once properly registered, shall remain registered unless his registration is cancelled pur-
suant to Article 5 (§ 24.2-427 et seq.) of this chapter.

Code 1950, §§ 24-67, 24-68; 1952, c. 341; 1958, c. 576; 1960, c. 288; 1962, c. 536; 1963, Ex. Sess., c.
2; 1970, c. 462, §§ 24.1-47, 24.1-48; 1971, Ex. Sess., cc. 119, 205; 1972, c. 620; 1974, c. 428; 1977, c.
490; 1980, c. 639; 1989, c. 138; 1992, c. 433; 1993, c. 641; 1996, cc. 72, 73; 2000, c. 857.

§ 24.2-417.1. Registration residence requirements; presumptions in certain cases.
In determining the residence as defined in § 24.2-101 and the domicile and place of abode of a par-
ticipant in the American Conservation and Youth Service Corps provided for by federal law (42 U.S.C.
§ 12655 et seq.), there shall be a presumption that a participant in the Corps who was domiciled and
had a place of abode in Virginia at the time of entering the Corps continues to be domiciled and
retains the same place of abode unless the participant expressly states otherwise.

In determining the residence as defined in § 24.2-101 and domicile and place of abode of a military or
merchant marine spouse or dependent, there shall be a presumption that a military or merchant mar-
ine spouse or dependent who has established physical presence and a place of abode in the Com-
monwealth shall also have established domicile in the Commonwealth unless the spouse or
dependent expressly states otherwise. Once residence is changed, the military or merchant marine
spouse or dependent may not revert to any previous residence without re-establishing new physical
presence and intent to remain or return.

1995, c. 231; 2006, c. 391.

§ 24.2-418. Application for registration.
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A. Each applicant to register shall provide, subject to felony penalties for making false statements pur-
suant to § 24.2-1016, the information necessary to complete the application to register. Unless phys-
ically disabled, he shall sign the application. The application to register shall be only on a form or
forms prescribed by the State Board.

The form of the application to register shall require the applicant to provide the following information:
full name; gender; date of birth; social security number, if any; whether the applicant is presently a
United States citizen; address of residence in the precinct; place of last previous registration to vote;
and whether the applicant has ever been adjudicated incapacitated and disqualified to vote or con-
victed of a felony, and if so, whether the applicant's right to vote has been restored. The form shall con-
tain a statement that whoever votes more than once in any election in the same or different
jurisdictions is guilty of a Class 6 felony. Unless directed by the applicant or as permitted in § 24.2-
411.2 or 24.2-411.3, the registration application shall not be pre-populated with information the applic-
ant is required to provide.

The form of the application to register shall request that the applicant provide his telephone number
and email address, but no application shall be denied for failure to provide such information.

B. The form shall permit any individual, as follows, or member of his household, to furnish, in addition
to his residence street address, a post office box address located within the Commonwealth to be
included in lieu of his street address on the lists of registered voters and persons who voted, which are
furnished pursuant to §§ 24.2-405 and 24.2-406, on voter registration records made available for pub-
lic inspection pursuant to § 24.2-444, or on lists of absentee voter applicants furnished pursuant to §
24.2-706 or 24.2-710. The voter shall comply with the provisions of § 24.2-424 for any change in the
post office box address provided under this subsection.

1. Any active or retired law-enforcement officer, as defined in § 9.1-101 and in 5 U.S.C. § 8331(20),
but excluding officers whose duties relate to detention as defined in 5 U.S.C. § 8331(20);

2. Any party granted a protective order issued by or under the authority of any court of competent jur-
isdiction, including but not limited to courts of the Commonwealth of Virginia;

3. Any party who has furnished a signed written statement by the party that he is in fear for his per-
sonal safety from another person who has threatened or stalked him;

4. Any party participating in the address confidentiality program pursuant to § 2.2-515.2;

5. Any active or retired federal or Virginia justice, judge, or magistrate and any active or retired attor-
ney employed by the United States Attorney General or Virginia Attorney General; and

6. Any person who has been approved to be a foster parent pursuant to Chapter 9 (§ 63.2-900 et seq.)
of Title 63.2.

C. If the applicant formerly resided in another state, the general registrar shall send the information
contained in the applicant's registration application to the appropriate voter registration official or other



authority of another state where the applicant formerly resided, as prescribed in subdivision 15 of §
24.2-114.

Code 1950, §§ 24-28, 24-68; 1952, c. 341; 1958, c. 576; 1960, c. 288; 1962, c. 536; 1968, c. 97; 1970,
c. 462, §§ 24.1-22, 24.1-48; 1971, Ex. Sess., cc. 205, 247; 1972, c. 620; 1974, c. 428; 1975, c. 515;
1977, c. 490; 1980, c. 639; 1989, c. 138; 1992, c. 433; 1993, c. 641; 1994, c. 250; 1995, c. 314; 1996,
c. 251; 1997, cc. 346, 801; 2001, cc. 612, 626; 2004, c. 184; 2009, cc. 318, 865, 870, 874; 2010, cc.
795, 812; 2012, c. 491; 2013, c. 465; 2015, c. 740; 2016, cc. 630, 633; 2019, c. 342; 2020, cc. 710,
857, 908, 909; 2023, cc. 801, 802.

§ 24.2-418.1. Receipt for voter registration applicants.
A. The state form for the application to register to vote shall contain a receipt that shall be given to the
applicant upon his completion of the form. The receipt shall be completed by the person receiving the
form from the applicant and shall include the following information: the name of the office, group, or
person receiving the registration application; the date that the office, group, or person received the
registration application from the applicant; and the phone number of the general registrar or the toll-
free phone number of the Department of Elections that the applicant may call to confirm his regis-
tration.

B. The requirement to complete the receipt as provided in subsection A shall not be applicable when
a completed form is mailed directly to or completed in the office of a general registrar or the Depart-
ment.

2008, c. 865; 2015, c. 740.

§ 24.2-419. Extended time for certain persons to register by mail.
The registration application of the following persons may accompany an application for an absentee
ballot and shall be on a form prescribed by the State Board, on a federal postcard application, or on a
federal write-in absentee ballot:

1. Any member of a uniformed service, as defined in § 24.2-452, who is on active duty;

2. Any spouse or dependent residing with a person listed in subdivision 1; and

3. Any person temporarily residing outside the United States.

The registration application from a person listed in subdivisions 1 and 2 may be accepted not-
withstanding the provisions of § 24.2-416 if they are eligible to be registered and if, by reason of active
duty, they are normally absent from the city or county in which they reside.

Code 1950, § 24-68; 1952, c. 341; 1958, c. 576; 1960, c. 288; 1962, c. 536; 1970, c. 462, § 24.1-48;
1971, Ex. Sess., c. 205; 1972, c. 620; 1974, c. 428; 1977, c. 490; 1980, c. 639; 1989, c. 138; 1992, c.
433; 1993, c. 641; 1995, c. 296; 2002, cc. 785, 819; 2004, c. 410; 2012, c. 353.

§ 24.2-420. Repealed.
Repealed by Acts 1995, c. 296.

§ 24.2-420.1. Extended time for persons to register in person.
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A. Notwithstanding the provisions of § 24.2-416, any person who is qualified to register to vote shall
be entitled to register in person up to and including the day of the election at the office of the general
registrar in the locality in which such person resides or at the polling place for the precinct in which
such person resides.

B. The Department shall prescribe procedures for the addition of persons registered under this section
to the lists of registered voters.

1995, c. 296; 2002, cc. 785, 819; 2015, c. 740; 2020, c. 1153.

§ 24.2-421. Repealed.
Repealed by Acts 1997, cc. 523 and 539.

§ 24.2-422. Appeal of person denied registration.
A. Within five days after the denial of an application to register, the general registrar shall notify the
applicant of the denial. Notice shall be given in writing and by email or telephone if such information
was provided by the applicant.

The general registrar shall send a new application for registration to the applicant with the form pre-
scribed in subsection B. If the applicant provided his email address on the application for registration,
the general registrar may send information to that email address regarding online voter registration.
The general registrar shall advise the applicant that he may complete and submit the new application,
in lieu of filing an appeal, if the reason stated for denial is that the applicant has failed to sign the
application or failed to provide a required item of information on the application. If the general registrar
is able to reach the applicant by telephone, corrections may be made by the applicant by telephone.
Any applicant who returns a second application and whose second application is denied shall have
the right to appeal provided in subsection B.

B. A person denied registration shall have the right to appeal, without payment of writ tax or giving
security for costs, to the circuit court of the county or city in which he offers to register by filing with the
clerk of the court, within 10 days of being notified of the denial, a petition in writing to have his right to
register determined.

The petitioner may file his petition by completing and filing a form which shall be prescribed by the
State Board and which shall be used by the general registrar to notify an applicant of the denial of his
application to register and of the reasons for the denial. The form shall (i) state that an applicant
denied registration has the right to appeal to the circuit court of the county or city in which he offers to
register, (ii) give the name and address of the clerk of the circuit court for such county or city (to be sup-
plied by the general registrar), (iii) state that a filing fee of $10 must be paid when filing the petition, (iv)
contain a statement by which the applicant may indicate his desire to petition the court to have his
right to register determined, and (v) provide space for the applicant to state the facts in support of his
right to register.

On the filing of a petition to have the right to register determined, the clerk of the court shall imme-
diately bring the matter to the attention of the chief judge of the court for the scheduling of a hearing on
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the petition. The matter shall be heard and determined on the face of the petition, the answer made in
writing by the general registrar, and any evidence introduced as part of the proceedings. The pro-
ceedings shall take precedence over all other business of the court and shall be heard as soon as pos-
sible.

On the filing of the petition, the clerk of the court shall immediately give notice to the attorney for the
Commonwealth for his county or city, who shall appear and defend against the petition on behalf of
the Commonwealth.

Judgment in favor of the petitioner shall entitle him to registration. From a judgment rendered against
the petitioner, an appeal shall lie to the Court of Appeals.

C. The provisions of § 24.2-416, pertaining to the closing of registration records in advance of an elec-
tion, shall apply to any application submitted pursuant to subsection A or B following a denial of regis-
tration.

Code 1950, § 24-112; 1970, c. 462, § 24.1-67; 1974, c. 428; 1985, c. 351; 1993, c. 641; 1997, c. 114;
2001, c. 627; 2019, c. 341; 2020, c. 857; 2021, Sp. Sess. I, c. 489.

§ 24.2-423. Notice of change of name of registered voter.
Whenever a registered voter changes his legal name, either by marriage, divorce, order of court, or oth-
erwise, the voter shall promptly notify the general registrar of the jurisdiction where he is registered.
Such notice may be made in writing or on a form approved by the State Board of Elections, which may
be electronic. The notice in writing may be provided by mail or by facsimile and shall be signed by the
voter unless he is physically unable to sign, in which case his own mark acknowledged by a witness
shall be sufficient signature. Notice may be provided by electronic means as authorized by the State
Board and signed by the voter in a manner consistent with the provisions of § 24.2-416.7 and the Uni-
form Electronic Transactions Act (§ 59.1-479 et seq.). The general registrar shall enter the new name
on the registration records and issue the voter a new voter registration card.

Code 1950, § 24-81; 1970, c. 462, § 24.1-51; 1993, c. 641; 2003, c. 1015; 2013, c. 520.

§ 24.2-424. Change of registered voter's address within the Commonwealth; pilot project.
A. Whenever a registered voter changes his place of residence within the Commonwealth, he shall
promptly notify any general registrar of the address of his new residence. Such notice may be made in
person, in writing, by return of the voter registration card noting the new address, or on a form
approved by the State Board of Elections, which may be electronic. The notice in writing may be
provided by mail or by facsimile and shall be signed by the voter unless he is physically unable to
sign, in which case his own mark acknowledged by a witness shall be sufficient signature. Notice may
be provided by electronic means as authorized by the State Board and signed by the voter in a man-
ner consistent with the provisions of § 24.2-416.7 and the Uniform Electronic Transactions Act (§ 59.1-
479 et seq.). The fact that a voter provides an address on a candidate or referendum petition that dif-
fers from the address for the voter on the voter registration system shall not be sufficient notice to
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change the voter's registration address. Any statements made by any voter applying for transfer are
subject to felony penalties for making a false statement pursuant to § 24.2-1016.

B. If the voter has moved within the same county or city, on receipt of the notification, the general regis-
trar for that county or city shall (i) enter the new address on the registration record; (ii) if satisfied that
the registered voter has moved into another precinct within the same county or city, transfer the regis-
tration of the voter to that precinct; and (iii) send the voter confirmation documents. This transfer may
be entered in the registration records at any time the registration records are not closed pursuant to §
24.2-416.

C. Any request for transfer or change of address within the Commonwealth delivered to any registrar
shall be forwarded to the general registrar for the city or county in the Commonwealth where the voter
now resides. When forwarding said notice, or upon request from the registrar for the county or city
where the voter now resides, the registrar for the county or city where the voter formerly resided shall
forward the original application for registration to the registrar for the voter's new locality.

D. Upon receipt of the voter's original registration application, and notice as specified in subsection A
of this section indicating the voter's current residence, the registrar for the county or city in which the
voter currently resides shall: (i) enter the new address on the registration record; (ii) if satisfied that the
registered voter has moved into a precinct within that county or city, transfer the registration of the
voter to that precinct; (iii) send the voter confirmation documents; and (iv) through the Virginia voter
registration system, notify the registrar of the locality where the voter formerly resided that the regis-
tration has been transferred. This transfer may be entered in the registration records at any time the
registration records are not closed pursuant to § 24.2-416.

E. If the original registration application is no longer available to the registrar in the city or county
where the voter formerly resided, either of the following shall be sent to and accepted by the registrar
in the city or county where the voter now resides in lieu of such application: (i) an unsigned voter card
(or conversion card) used as the voter record upon the creation of the statewide voter registration sys-
tem or (ii) a replacement record provided by the Department to replace damaged files in the registrar's
office. If no other record is available, then the registrar of the voter's former locality shall provide written
notification to the registrar of the locality in which the voter now resides that none of the required doc-
uments are available. In this instance only, the registrar of the locality in which the voter now resides
shall copy the voter's record from the Virginia voter registration system and use that record in lieu of
the original voter registration application. Any complete voter registration application on a form pre-
viously authorized for use in Virginia shall be valid for the purposes of continuing or transferring a
voter's registration within the Commonwealth.

Code 1950, § 24-85; 1970, c. 462, § 24.1-52; 1971, Ex. Sess., c. 247; 1977, c. 490; 1993, c. 641; 2000,
c. 857; 2001, cc. 615, 625; 2002, c. 279; 2003, c. 1015; 2013, cc. 520, 684; 2015, c. 740.

§ 24.2-425. Repealed.
Repealed by Acts 2016, c 857, cl 2
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Article 5 - CANCELLATION OF REGISTRATION

§ 24.2-426. Repealed.
Repealed by Acts 1997, c. 805.

§ 24.2-427. Cancellation of registration by voter or for persons known to be deceased or dis-
qualified to vote.
A. Any registered voter may cancel his registration and have his name removed from the central regis-
tration records by signing an authorization for cancellation and mailing or otherwise submitting the
signed authorization to the general registrar. When submitted by any means other than when not-
arized or in person, such cancellation must be made at least 22 days prior to an election in order to be
valid in that election. The general registrar shall acknowledge receipt of the authorization and advise
the voter in person or by first-class mail that his registration has been canceled within 10 days of
receipt of such authorization.

B. The general registrar shall promptly cancel the registration of (i) all persons known by him to be
deceased; (ii) all persons known by him to be disqualified to vote by reason of a felony conviction or
adjudication of incapacity; (iii) all persons known by him not to be United States citizens by reason of
reports from the Department of Motor Vehicles pursuant to § 24.2-410.1 or from the Department of Elec-
tions based on information received from the Systematic Alien Verification for Entitlements Program
(SAVE Program) pursuant to subsection E of § 24.2-404 and in accordance with the requirements of
subsection C; (iv) all persons for whom a notice has been received, signed by the voter, or from the
registration official of another jurisdiction that the voter has moved from the Commonwealth; and (v) all
persons for whom a notice has been received, signed by the voter, or from the registration official of
another jurisdiction that the voter has registered to vote outside the Commonwealth, subsequent to his
registration in Virginia. The notice received in clauses (iv) and (v) shall be considered as a written
request from the voter to have his registration cancelled. A voter's registration may be cancelled at any
time during the year in which the general registrar discovers that the person is no longer entitled to be
registered. The general registrar shall provide notice of any cancellation to the person whose regis-
tration is cancelled, by mail to the address listed in the voter's registration record and by email to the
email address provided on the voter's registration application, if one was provided.

C. The general registrar shall mail notice promptly to all persons known by him not to be United States
citizens by reason of a report from the Department of Motor Vehicles pursuant to § 24.2-410.1 or from
the Department of Elections based on information received from the Systematic Alien Verification for
Entitlements Program (SAVE Program) pursuant to subsection E of § 24.2-404 prior to cancelling their
registrations. The notice shall inform the person of the report from the Department of Motor Vehicles or
from the Department of Elections and allow the person to submit his sworn statement that he is a
United States citizen within 14 days of the date that the notice was mailed. The general registrar shall
cancel the registrations of such persons who do not respond within 14 days to the notice that they
have been reported not to be United States citizens.
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D. The general registrar shall (i) process the Department's most recent list of persons convicted of
felonies within 21 to 14 days before any primary or general election, (ii) cancel the registration of any
registered voter shown to have been convicted of a felony who has not provided evidence that his
right to vote has been restored, and (iii) send prompt notice to the person of the cancellation of his
registration. If it appears that any registered voter has made a false statement on his registration applic-
ation with respect to his having been convicted of a felony, the general registrar shall report the fact to
the attorney for the Commonwealth for prosecution under § 24.2-1016 for a false statement made on
his registration application.

E. The general registrar may cancel the registration of any person for whom a notice has been sub-
mitted to the Department of Motor Vehicles in accordance with the Driver License Compact set out in
Article 18 (§ 46.2-483 et seq.) of Chapter 3 of Title 46.2 and forwarded to the general registrar, that the
voter has moved from the Commonwealth; provided that the registrar shall mail notice of such can-
cellation to the person at both his new address, as reported to the Department of Motor Vehicles, and
the address at which he had most recently been registered in Virginia. No general registrar may can-
cel registrations under this authority while the registration records are closed pursuant to § 24.2-416.
No registrar may cancel the registration under this authority of any person entitled to register under the
provisions of subsection A of § 24.2-420.1, and shall reinstate the registration of any otherwise qual-
ified voter covered by subsection A of § 24.2-420.1 who applies to vote within four years of the date of
cancellation.

Code 1950, §§ 24-59, 24-60, 24-60.1, 24-71 through 24-73, 24-90, 24-93, 24-94, 24-101, 24-111;
1958, c. 576; 1962, cc. 422, 536; 1970, c. 462, § 24.1-46(12); 1972, c. 620; 1973, c. 30; 1974, c. 428;
1976, c. 616; 1979, c. 329; 1980, c. 639; 1982, c. 650; 1983, c. 398; 1984, c. 480; 1986, c. 558; 1990,
c. 193; 1993, c. 641; 1996, cc. 72, 73; 1997, cc. 801, 805; 1999, c. 851; 2000, c. 857; 2001, c. 634;
2002, cc. 785, 819; 2006, cc. 926, 940; 2007, c. 318; 2008, c. 382; 2012, c. 686; 2013, c. 686; 2015, c.
740; 2022, cc. 4, 28, 318.

§ 24.2-428. Regular periodic review of registration records; notice to voters identified as having
moved; placement on inactive status for failure to respond to notice.
A. The Department of Elections shall establish a voter list maintenance program using the change of
address information supplied by the United States Postal Service through its licensees or by other reli-
able sources to identify voters whose addresses may have changed. Any such program shall be reg-
ular and periodic and shall be conducted at least annually. The program shall be completed not later
than ninety days prior to the date of a federal primary or federal general election.

B. If it appears from information provided by the Postal Service or by other reliable sources that a voter
has moved to a different address in the same county or city in which the voter is currently registered,
the Department shall provide to the general registrar the information necessary to change the regis-
tration records to show the new address, and the Department or the general registrar shall send to the
new address of the voter by forwardable mail, a notice of the change, along with a postage prepaid,
pre-addressed return card by which the voter may verify or correct the address information.
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C. If it appears from information provided by the Postal Service or by other reliable sources that a voter
has moved to a different address not in the same county or city, the Department or the general regis-
trar shall send to the last known address of the voter by forwardable mail, a notice on a form pre-
scribed by the Department, along with a postage prepaid and pre-addressed return card on which the
voter may state his current address.

D. The registered voter shall complete and sign the return card subject to felony penalties for making
false statements pursuant to § 24.2-1016.

E. The general registrar shall correct his registration records from the information obtained from the
return card. If the information indicates that the registered voter has moved to another general regis-
trar's jurisdiction within the Commonwealth, the general registrar shall transfer the registration record,
along with the return card, to the appropriate general registrar who shall treat the request for a change
of address as a request for transfer and shall send a voter registration card as confirmation of the trans-
fer to the voter pursuant to § 24.2-424. If the general registrar does not receive the return card provided
for in subsection C of this section within thirty days after it is sent to the voter, the registered voter's
name shall be placed on inactive status. A registered voter's failure to receive the notice shall not
affect the validity of the inactivation.

Code 1950, §§ 24-96, 24-97, 24-107; 1954, c. 690; 1962, c. 536; 1964, c. 538; 1970, c. 462, §§ 24.1-
59, 24.1-60; 1972, c. 620; 1973, c. 30; 1975, c. 515; 1976, c. 616; 1982, c. 650; 1986, c. 241; 1990, c.
313; 1991, c. 10; 1993, c. 641; 1996, cc. 72, 73; 2000, c. 857; 2015, c. 740.

§ 24.2-428.1. Other procedures for assigning registered voters to inactive status.
In addition to the voter list maintenance program provided for in § 24.2-428, the general registrar and
the registered voter shall follow the confirmation notification procedures set forth in subsections C
through E of § 24.2-428 if a voter provides an address on a candidate or referendum petition that dif-
fers from the address for the voter on the voter registration system or if any of the following documents
sent to the registered voter are returned by the Postal Service as undeliverable:

1. An acknowledgment of registration;

2. An acknowledgment of transfer to a new address;

3. An absentee ballot or application for an absentee ballot sent or provided in accordance with
Chapter 7 (§ 24.2-700 et seq.);

4. Notification to a voter after a precinct reassignment;

5. Notification of a change of address sent to a voter in accordance with subsection B of § 24.2-428; or

6. Any official voter registration or election mail.

1996, cc. 72, 73; 2001, c. 625.

§ 24.2-428.2. Return of registered voter to active status.
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A registered voter shall be returned to active status from inactive status if, during the period beginning
on the date the voter was assigned to inactive status and ending on the day of the second general
election for federal office thereafter, the voter:

1. Notifies the general registrar of a change of address within the county or city;

2. Responds to a confirmation notice with information that the voter continues to reside at the regis-
tration address;

3. Votes or attempts to vote in a primary or a special or general election and, if necessary, corrects the
registration record; or

4. Transfers his registration to another county or city within the Commonwealth, pursuant to § 24.2-424
or subsection E of § 24.2-428.

If the registered voter fails to take such action on or before the day of the second general election for
federal office after the voter was placed on inactive status, the general registrar shall cancel the per-
son's voter registration.

The general registrar shall post at the courthouse or have published in a newspaper of general cir-
culation in his county or city a list of names of persons whose registration has been cancelled pur-
suant to this section. He shall deliver or mail, obtaining a certificate of mailing, a certified copy of the
list to the chairman of each political party in his county or city.

1996, cc. 72, 73.

§ 24.2-429. Maintenance of accurate registration records by general registrar; notice and hearing
before cancellation.
Whenever a registered voter is alleged to be improperly registered, except for reason of removal of res-
idence from the precinct, either by the general registrar or by any three qualified voters of the county or
city who make such an allegation to the general registrar, the registrar shall post at the courthouse or
publish in a newspaper of general circulation in his county or city the name of the registered voter on a
list of persons whose registrations are to be cancelled by the general registrar. The list shall be cer-
tified by the registrar and delivered or sent by mail to the county or city chairman of each political party.
If sent by mail, the general registrar shall obtain a certificate of mailing. In addition to the posted or pub-
lished list, the general registrar shall send a notice by mail to the last known address of each
registered voter on the list, stating the reasons provided by law for the cancellation, the facts on which
the cancellation is based, and when the registrar, at his office during regular office hours, will hear
testimony produced for or against the right of persons named in the notice to be retained on the regis-
tration records. The hearings shall be held not less than ten days after the mailing of the notice, and in
no event shall be within sixty days of the general election in November or within thirty days of any
other election in the county or city.

At the hearing, the registrar shall hear the testimony produced and shall determine if the registered
voter named in the notice is qualified to vote in the county or city. If the person is no longer qualified to
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vote, the registrar shall cancel the voter's registration. Nothing contained in this section shall prevent
the registered voter from applying to the general registrar for a transfer to his proper jurisdiction,
provided the registration records are not closed as provided by law. The general registrar may con-
tinue the hearing for a period of not more than thirty days in order to complete his examination. If the
registered voter so challenged fails to appear and defend his right to be registered, his registration
shall be cancelled by the general registrar.

Code 1950, §§ 24-59, 24-60, 24-60.1, 24-71 through 24-73, 24-90, 24-93, 24-94, 24-97, 24-98, 24-
101, 24-107, 24-108, 24-111; 1954, c. 690; 1958, c. 576; 1962, cc. 422, 536; 1964, c. 538; 1970, c.
462, §§ 24.1-46(13), 24.1-60, 24.1-61; 1972, c. 620; 1973, c. 30; 1974, c. 428; 1976, c. 616; 1979, c.
329; 1980, c. 639; 1982, c. 650; 1983, c. 398; 1984, c. 480; 1986, c. 558; 1990, c. 193; 1991, c. 10;
1993, c. 641; 1996, cc. 72, 73.

§ 24.2-430. Appeal from decision of registrar.
Any person whose registration was cancelled in accordance with the decision of the general registrar
pursuant to § 24.2-429, shall have the right of appeal, as provided in § 24.2-422, to the circuit court of
the county or city in which he offers to register. Any qualified voter of the county or city shall have the
same right of appeal from the decision of the general registrar refusing to cancel the registration of any
person alleged to be improperly registered.

Code 1950, §§ 24-99, 24-109; 1970, c. 462, § 24.1-62; 1993, c. 641.

§ 24.2-431. Petition to court objecting to registration.
In addition to challenging a voter's registration before the general registrar, any three qualified voters
may file with the circuit court of the county or city in which they are registered, a petition stating their
objections to the registration of any person whose name is on the registration records for their county
or city. However, no petition may be filed if the only objection raised is based on removal of residence
from the precinct.

Code 1950, § 24-102; 1970, c. 462, § 24.1-63; 1993, c. 641; 1996, cc. 72, 73.

§ 24.2-432. Notice to person objected to and decision of court.
Fifteen days' notice shall be given by the petitioners to any person whose registration is objected to
pursuant to § 24.2-431, and the court shall summarily proceed to determine the right of the person to
registration. The determination shall be without the necessity of formal pleadings and in preference to
all other matters on the docket. An order of the court concerning registration of the voter shall not be
limited by the provisions of § 24.2-416 requiring the registration records to be closed.

Code 1950, § 24-103; 1970, c. 462, § 24.1-64; 1993, c. 641.

§ 24.2-433. Appeal from decision of court.
From the judgment of the court, an appeal shall lie, as a matter of right, to the Court of Appeals. The
appeal shall be placed on the privileged docket and be heard by the next available panel of the court.

Code 1950, § 24-104; 1970, c. 462, § 24.1-65; 1974, c. 428; 1993, c. 641; 2021, Sp. Sess. I, c. 489.
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§ 24.2-434. Presumption if petition not brought within six months of registration.
Unless the petition provided for in § 24.2-431 is filed within six months after the registration of any per-
son, it shall be conclusively presumed in all proceedings where the right of such person to registration
arises, by election officers and by judicial tribunals, or in election contests of any kind and character,
that such person has complied with all the procedural requirements of the law in making an applic-
ation for registration.

Code 1950, § 24-105; 1970, c. 462, § 24.1-66; 1993, c. 641.

§ 24.2-435. Cancellation records to be retained for specified periods.
The registration records of voters whose registration has been cancelled pursuant to this article shall
be retained for two years from the date of cancellation by the general registrar. However, the regis-
tration records of voters whose registration has been cancelled because the voter has moved to
another state or the voter has submitted changes to his registration records shall be retained for four
years.

Code 1950, §§ 24-59, 24-60, 24-60.1, 24-71 through 24-73, 24-90, 24-93, 24-94, 24-96, 24-101, 24-
111; 1958, c. 576; 1962, cc. 422, 536; 1970, c. 462, §§ 24.1-46(12), 24.1-59; 1972, c. 620; 1973, c. 30;
1974, c. 428; 1975, c. 515; 1976, c. 616; 1979, c. 329; 1980, c. 639; 1982, c. 650; 1983, c. 398; 1984,
c. 480; 1986, cc. 241, 558; 1990, cc. 193, 313; 1993, c. 641; 2003, c. 238.

Article 6 - TEMPORARY REGISTRATION FOR PRESIDENTIAL ELECTIONS
[Repealed]

§§ 24.2-436 through 24.2-439. Repealed.
Repealed by Acts 2001, cc. 616 and 628.

Article 7 - TEMPORARY ABSENTEE REGISTRATION FOR FEDERAL
ELECTIONS [Repealed]

§§ 24.2-440 through 24.2-443. Repealed.
Repealed by Acts 2012, c. 353, cl. 2.

Article 7.1 - TEMPORARY REGISTRATION FOR CERTAIN OVERSEAS VOTERS
[Repealed]

§§ 24.2-443.1 through 24.2-443.4. Repealed.
Repealed by Acts 2012, c. 353, cl. 2.

Article 8 - REGISTRATION RECORDS GENERALLY

§ 24.2-444. Duties of general registrars and Department of Elections as to voter registration
records; public inspection; exceptions.
A. Registration records shall be kept and preserved by the general registrar in compliance with §§ 2.2-
3803, 2.2-3808, and 24.2-114. The Department shall provide to each general registrar, for each
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precinct in his county or city, lists of registered voters for inspection. The lists shall contain the name,
address, year of birth, gender and all election districts applicable to each registered voter. The lists
shall be opened to public inspection at the office of the general registrar when the office is open for
business. New lists shall be provided not less than once each year to all localities except those in
which an updated list is made available electronically for public inspection, and supplements con-
taining additions, deletions, and changes shall be provided not less than (i) weekly during the 60 days
preceding any general election and (ii) monthly at other times. Notwithstanding any other provision of
law regarding the retention of records, upon receipt of any new complete list, the general registrar
shall destroy the obsolete list and its supplements. The Department shall provide to each general
registrar lists of persons denied registration for public inspection. Such lists may be provided elec-
tronically through the Virginia voter registration system and produced in whole or in part upon a
request for public inspection.

B. The general registrars shall maintain for at least two years and shall make available for public
inspection and copying and, where available, photocopying at a reasonable cost, all records con-
cerning the implementation of programs and activities conducted for the purpose of ensuring the accur-
acy and currency of the registration records pursuant to §§ 24.2-427, 24.2-428 and 24.2-428.1,
including lists of the names and addresses of all persons to whom notices are sent, and information
concerning whether each person has responded to the notice as of the date that inspection of the
records is made.

C. No list provided by the Department under subsection A nor any record made available for public
inspection under subsection B shall contain any of the following information: (i) an individual's social
security number, or any part thereof; (ii) the residence address of an individual who has furnished a
post office box address in lieu of his residence address as authorized by subsection B of § 24.2-418;
(iii) the declination by an individual to register to vote and related records; (iv) the identity of a voter
registration agency through which a particular voter is registered; or (v) the day and month of birth of
an individual. No voter registration records other than the lists provided by the Department under sub-
section A and the records made available under subsection B shall be open to public inspection.

Code 1950, § 24-113; 1970, c. 462, § 24.1-56; 1993, c. 641; 1994, c. 656; 1996, cc. 72, 73; 2001, cc.
612, 626; 2003, c. 1015; 2007, cc. 311, 318; 2008, c. 379; 2009, c. 318; 2012, c. 353; 2015, c. 740.

§ 24.2-445. Registration records controlling in event of conflict.
In the event of a conflict as to whether a person is registered to vote, the registration and voting
records in the possession of the general registrar shall be controlling.

1970, c. 462, § 24.1-28; 1993, c. 641.

§ 24.2-446. Reconstruction of destroyed registration records.
Whenever the registration records of a county or city have been destroyed by fire or otherwise, the
Department shall provide substitute active registration records obtained from the Virginia voter regis-
tration system.
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For active registration records not retrievable from the system, the general registrar shall give notice
that he is reconstructing such records by posting the notice at ten places in the jurisdiction or pub-
lishing it once in a newspaper having general circulation in the jurisdiction.

In the reconstruction, the registrar shall place on the registration records the names of all voters known
by him who have been previously registered, or who can show by evidence satisfactory to the registrar
that their names were on the old records and who still reside in the county or city.

Code 1950, § 24-91; 1970, c. 462, § 24.1-58; 1993, c. 641; 2015, c. 740.

§ 24.2-447. Persons registered prior to this title.
Any person validly registered to vote as of December 1, 1993, shall continue to be registered subject
to the provisions of this title.

Code 1950, § 24-117; 1970, c. 462, § 24.1-69; 1993, c. 641.

Chapter 4.1 - UNIFORM MILITARY AND OVERSEAS VOTERS ACT

§ 24.2-451. Short title.
This chapter may be cited as the Uniform Military and Overseas Voters Act.

2012, c. 353.

§ 24.2-452. Definitions.
As used in this chapter, unless the context requires a different meaning:

1. "Covered voter" means:

a. A uniformed-service voter or an overseas voter who is registered to vote in this state;

b. A uniformed-service voter defined in subdivision 9 a whose voting residence is in this state and
who otherwise satisfies this state's voter eligibility requirements;

c. An overseas voter who, before leaving the United States, was last eligible to vote in this state and,
except for a state residency requirement, otherwise satisfies this state's voter eligibility requirements;

d. An overseas voter who, before leaving the United States, would have been last eligible to vote in
this state had the voter then been of voting age and, except for a state residency requirement, oth-
erwise satisfies this state's voter eligibility requirements; or

e. An overseas voter who was born outside the United States, is not described in subdivision c or d,
and, except for a state residency requirement, otherwise satisfies this state's voter eligibility require-
ments, if:

(1) The last place where a parent or legal guardian of the voter was, or under this chapter would have
been, eligible to vote before leaving the United States is within this state; and

(2) The voter has not previously registered to vote in any other state.

2. "Dependent" means an individual recognized as a dependent by a uniformed service.
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3. "Federal postcard application" means the application prescribed under § 101(b)(2) of the Uniformed
and Overseas Citizens Absentee Voting Act, 52 U.S.C. § 20301(b)(2).

4. "Federal write-in absentee ballot" means the ballot described in § 103 of the Uniformed and Over-
seas Citizens Absentee Voting Act, 52 U.S.C. § 20303, that may be used in all elections in which the
voter is eligible to vote as provided in § 24.2-702.1.

5. "Military-overseas ballot" means:

a. A federal write-in absentee ballot;

b. A ballot specifically prepared or distributed for use by a covered voter in accordance with this title;
or

c. A ballot cast by a covered voter in accordance with this title.

6. "Overseas voter" means a United States citizen who is outside the United States.

7. "State" means a state of the United States, the District of Columbia, Puerto Rico, the United States
Virgin Islands, or any territory or insular possession subject to the jurisdiction of the United States.

8. "Uniformed service" means:

a. Active and reserve components of the Army, Navy, Air Force, Marine Corps, or Coast Guard of the
United States;

b. The Merchant Marine, the commissioned corps of the Public Health Service, or the commissioned
corps of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration of the United States; or

c. The Virginia National Guard.

9. "Uniformed-service voter" means an individual who is qualified to vote and is:

a. A member of the active or reserve components of the Army, Navy, Air Force, Marine Corps, or Coast
Guard of the United States who is on active duty;

b. A member of the Merchant Marine, the commissioned corps of the Public Health Service, or the com-
missioned corps of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration of the United States;

c. A member on activated status of the National Guard; or

d. A spouse or dependent of a member referred to in this definition.

10. "United States," used in the territorial sense, means the several states, the District of Columbia,
Puerto Rico, the United States Virgin Islands, and any territory or insular possession subject to the jur-
isdiction of the United States.

2012, c. 353; 2015, c. 313; 2019, cc. 668, 669; 2020, cc. 1149, 1151, 1201.

§ 24.2-453. Restriction of ballot eligibility.
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To be eligible to vote in state and local elections, the application of an overseas voter who has given
up his place of abode in Virginia must show that the applicant is employed overseas or the spouse or
dependent of a person employed overseas.

2012, c. 353.

§ 24.2-454. Elections covered.
The voting procedures in this chapter apply to:

1. A general, special, or primary election for federal office;

2. A general, special, or primary election for statewide or state legislative office or state referendum
measure; and

3. A general, special, or primary election for local constitutional or government office or local ref-
erendum measure conducted under Chapter 6 (§ 24.2-600 et seq.) for which absentee voting is avail-
able for other voters.

2012, c. 353.

§ 24.2-455. Role of Commissioner of Elections.
A. The Commissioner of Elections is the state official responsible for implementing this chapter and
Virginia's responsibilities under the Uniformed and Overseas Citizens Absentee Voting Act, 52 U.S.C.
§ 20301 et seq.

B. The Commissioner shall make available to covered voters information regarding voter registration
procedures for covered voters and procedures for casting military-overseas ballots. The Com-
missioner may delegate the responsibility under this subsection only to the state office designated in
compliance with § 102(b)(1) of the Uniformed and Overseas Citizens Absentee Voting Act, 52 U.S.C.
§ 20302(b)(1).

C. The Commissioner shall coordinate with local electoral boards to establish an appropriate system
through which a covered voter may apply for and receive voter registration materials, military-overseas
ballots, and other information under this chapter.

D. The Commissioner shall:

1. Develop standardized absentee-voting materials, including privacy and transmission envelopes,
authentication materials, and voting instructions to be used with the military-overseas ballot of a voter
authorized to vote in any jurisdiction in this state; and

2. To the extent reasonably possible, coordinate with other states to carry out this subsection.

E. The Commissioner shall prescribe the form and content of a declaration for use by a covered voter
to swear or affirm specific representations pertaining to the voter's identity, eligibility to vote, status as
a covered voter, and timely and proper completion of an overseas-military ballot. The declaration must
be based on the declaration prescribed to accompany a federal write-in absentee ballot, as modified
to be consistent with this chapter. The Commissioner shall ensure that a form for the execution of the
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declaration, including an indication of the date of execution of the declaration, is a prominent part of all
balloting materials for which the declaration is required.

2012, c. 353; 2013, c. 542.

§ 24.2-456. Overseas voter's registration address.
In registering to vote, an overseas voter who is eligible to vote in this state shall use and must be
assigned to the voting precinct of the address of the last place of residence of the voter in this state or,
in the case of a voter described by subdivision 1 e of § 24.2-452, the address of the last place of res-
idence in this state of the parent or legal guardian of the voter. If that address is no longer a recog-
nized residential address, the voter must be assigned an address for voting purposes.

2012, c. 353.

§ 24.2-457. Methods of registering to vote.
A. To apply to register to vote, in addition to any other approved method, a covered voter may use a
federal postcard application.

B. A covered voter may use the declaration accompanying a federal write-in absentee ballot to apply
to register to vote simultaneously with the submission of the federal write-in absentee ballot, if the
declaration is received by the applicable deadline for registration. If the declaration is received after
that date, it must be treated as an application to register to vote for subsequent elections.

C. The electoral board shall ensure that the system described in subsection C of § 24.2-455 is cap-
able of accepting both a federal postcard application and any other approved registration application
sent to the appropriate election official. The voter may use the system or any other approved method
to register to vote.

2012, c. 353.

§ 24.2-458. Methods of applying for military-overseas ballot.
A. A covered voter who is registered to vote in this state may apply for a military-overseas ballot using
either the regular absentee ballot application in use in the voter's jurisdiction under Chapter 7 (§ 24.2-
700 et seq.) or the federal postcard application.

B. A covered voter who is not registered to vote in this state may use a federal postcard application to
apply simultaneously to register to vote under § 24.2-457 and for a military-overseas ballot.

C. The electoral board shall ensure that the system described in subsection C of § 24.2-455 is cap-
able of accepting the submission of both a federal postcard application and any other approved mil-
itary-overseas ballot application sent to the appropriate election official. The voter may use the system
or any other approved method to apply for a military-overseas ballot.

D. A covered voter may use the declaration accompanying a federal write-in absentee ballot as an
application for a military-overseas ballot simultaneously with the submission of the federal write-in
absentee ballot.
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E. To receive the benefits of this chapter, a covered voter must inform the appropriate election official
that the voter is a covered voter. Methods of informing the appropriate election official that a voter is a
covered voter include:

1. The use of a federal postcard application or federal write-in absentee ballot;

2. The use of an overseas address on an approved voter registration application or ballot application;
and

3. The inclusion on an approved voter registration application or ballot application of other information
sufficient to identify the voter as a covered voter.

F. This chapter does not preclude a covered voter from voting under Chapter 7 (§ 24.2-700 et seq.).

2012, c. 353.

§ 24.2-459. Timeliness and scope of application for military-overseas ballot.
An application for a military-overseas ballot is timely if received by the seventh day before the election
or the last day for other voters in this state to apply for an absentee ballot for that election. An applic-
ation for a military-overseas ballot for a primary election, whether or not timely, is effective as an applic-
ation for a military-overseas ballot for the general election.

2012, c. 353.

§ 24.2-460. Transmission of unvoted ballots.
A. For an election described in § 24.2-454 for which this state has not received a waiver pursuant to §
579 of the Military and Overseas Voter Empowerment Act, 52 U.S.C. § 20302(g)(2), not later than 45
days before the election, the election official in each jurisdiction charged with distributing a ballot and
balloting materials shall transmit a ballot and balloting materials to all covered voters who by that date
submit a valid military-overseas ballot application.

B. A covered voter may request that a ballot and balloting materials be sent to the voter as authorized
in § 24.2-706.

C. If a ballot application from a covered voter arrives after the jurisdiction begins transmitting ballots
and balloting materials to voters, the official charged with distributing a ballot and balloting materials
shall transmit them to the voter not later than three business days after the application arrives.

2012, c. 353.

§ 24.2-461. Federal write-in absentee ballot.
A covered voter may use a federal write-in absentee ballot to vote for all offices and ballot measures in
an election described in § 24.2-454.

2012, c. 353.

§ 24.2-462. Receipt of voted ballot.
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A valid military-overseas ballot must be counted if it is delivered to the address that the appropriate
state or local election office has specified by the close of the polls on the date of the election except as
provided in § 24.2-709.

2012, c. 353.

§ 24.2-463. Declaration.
A military-overseas ballot must include or be accompanied by a declaration signed by the voter that a
material misstatement of fact in completing the ballot may be grounds for a conviction of perjury under
the laws of the United States or this state.

2012, c. 353.

§ 24.2-464. Confirmation of receipt of application and voted ballot.
The Commissioner, in coordination with local election officials, shall implement a free-access system
by which a covered voter may determine whether:

1. The voter's federal postcard application or other registration or military-overseas ballot application
has been received and accepted; and

2. The voter's military-overseas ballot has been received and the current status of the ballot.

2012, c. 353; 2013, c. 542.

§ 24.2-465. Publication of election notice.
At least 100 days before a regularly scheduled election and as soon as practicable before an election
not regularly scheduled, the Department of Elections shall make election information available for
each jurisdiction, to be used in conjunction with a federal write-in absentee ballot. The election notice
must contain a list of all of the ballot measures and federal, state, and local offices that as of that date
are expected to be on the ballot on the date of the election. The notice also must contain, or enable
access to, specific instructions for how a voter is to indicate on the federal write-in absentee ballot the
voter's choice for each office to be filled and for each ballot measure to be contested. Specific instruc-
tions may include a website address or a telephone number.

2012, c. 353; 2015, c. 313.

§ 24.2-466. Sending and updating notices.
A. A covered voter may request and upon such request the Department of Elections shall provide a
copy of an election notice without cost to the voter. The Department of Elections shall send the notice
to the voter using the method requested and to the address provided by the voter.

B. As soon as ballot styles are verified pursuant to § 24.2-612 and not later than the date ballots are
required to be transmitted to voters under §§ 24.2-460 and 24.2-612, the Department of Elections shall
update the notice with the certified candidates for each office and ballot measure questions and make
the updated notice publicly available.
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C. A local election jurisdiction that maintains a website shall make the election notice prepared under
§ 24.2-465 and updated versions of the election notice regularly available on the website.

2012, c. 353; 2015, c. 313.

§ 24.2-467. Prohibition of nonsubstantive requirements.
A. If a voter's mistake or omission in the completion of a document under this chapter does not prevent
determining whether a covered voter is eligible to vote, the mistake or omission does not invalidate
the document. Failure to satisfy a nonsubstantive requirement, such as using paper or envelopes of a
specified size or weight, does not invalidate a document submitted under this chapter. In a federal
write-in absentee ballot authorized by this chapter, if the intention of the voter is discernible under this
state's uniform definition of what constitutes a vote, an abbreviation, misspelling, or other minor vari-
ation in the form of the name of a candidate or a political party must be accepted as a valid vote.

B. Notarization is not required for the execution of a document under this chapter. An authentication,
other than the declaration specified in § 24.2-463 or the declaration on the federal postcard applic-
ation and federal write-in absentee ballot, is not required for execution of a document under this
chapter. The declaration and any information in the declaration may be compared with information on
file to ascertain the validity of the document.

2012, c. 353.

§ 24.2-468. Equitable relief.
A court may issue an injunction or grant other equitable relief appropriate to ensure substantial com-
pliance with, or enforce, this chapter on application by:

1. A covered voter alleging a grievance under this chapter; or

2. An election official in this state.

2012, c. 353.

§ 24.2-469. Uniformity of application and constructions.
In applying and construing this uniform act, consideration shall be given to the need to promote uni-
formity of the law with respect to its subject matter among states that enact it.

2012, c. 353.

§ 24.2-470. Relation to Electronic Signatures in Global and National Commerce Act.
This chapter modifies, limits, and supersedes the Electronic Signatures in Global and National Com-
merce Act, 15 U.S.C. § 7001 et seq., but does not modify, limit, or supersede § 101(c) of that act, 15
U.S.C. § 7001(c), or authorize electronic delivery of any of the notices described in § 103(b) of that act,
15 U.S.C. § 7003 (b).

2012, c. 353.
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Chapter 5 - Candidates for Office

Article 1 - QUALIFICATIONS AND REQUIREMENTS OF ALL CANDIDATES

§ 24.2-500. Qualification of candidates.
In order to qualify as a candidate for any office of the Commonwealth, or of its governmental units, a
person must be qualified to vote for and hold that office. In order to hold any office of the Com-
monwealth or its governmental units, elective by the people, the candidate must have been a resident
of the Commonwealth for one year next preceding his election and be qualified to vote for that office.

Code 1950, § 24-132; 1970, c. 462, § 24.1-167; 1971, Ex. Sess., c. 226; 1973, c. 30; 1975, c. 515;
1976, c. 616; 1977, c. 490; 1978, c. 778; 1980, c. 639; 1982, c. 650; 1984, c. 480; 1987, Sp. Sess., c. 1;
1988, c. 469; 1990, cc. 476, 865; 1991, c. 137; 1993, c. 641.

§ 24.2-501. Statement of qualification as requirement of candidacy.
It shall be a requirement of candidacy for any office of the Commonwealth, or of its governmental units,
that a person must file a written statement under oath, on a form prescribed by the State Board, that he
is qualified to vote for and hold the office for which he is a candidate. Every candidate for election to
statewide office, the United States House of Representatives, or the General Assembly shall file the
statement with the State Board. Every candidate for any other office shall file the statement with the
general registrar of the county or city where he resides. Each general registrar shall transmit to the
State Board, immediately after the filing deadline, a list of the candidates who have filed statements of
qualification.

The candidate may state, as part of his statement of qualification, how he would like his name to
appear on the ballot; however, all names printed on the ballot shall meet the criteria established by the
State Board.

Code 1950, § 24-132; 1970, c. 462, § 24.1-167; 1971, Ex. Sess., c. 226; 1973, c. 30; 1975, c. 515;
1976, c. 616; 1977, c. 490; 1978, c. 778; 1980, c. 639; 1982, c. 650; 1984, c. 480; 1987, Sp. Sess., c. 1;
1988, c. 469; 1990, cc. 476, 865; 1991, c. 137; 1993, c. 641; 2003, c. 1015.

§ 24.2-502. Statement of economic interests as requirement of candidacy.
It shall be a requirement of candidacy that a written statement of economic interests shall be filed by (i)
a candidate for Governor, Lieutenant Governor, or Attorney General and a candidate for the Senate or
House of Delegates with the State Board, (ii) a candidate for a constitutional office with the general
registrar for the county or city, and (iii) a candidate for member of the governing body or elected school
board of any county, city, or town with a population in excess of 3,500 persons with the general regis-
trar for the county or city. The statement of economic interests shall be that specified in § 30-111 for
candidates for the General Assembly and in § 2.2-3117 for all other candidates. The foregoing require-
ment shall not apply to a candidate for reelection to the same office who has met the requirement of
annually filing a statement pursuant to § 2.2-3114, 2.2-3115, 2.2-3116, or 30-110.
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The general registrar, the clerk of the local governing body, or the clerk of the school board, as appro-
priate, shall transmit to the local electoral board, immediately after the filing deadline, a list of the can-
didates who have filed initial or annual statements of economic interests.

Code 1950, § 24-132; 1970, c. 462, § 24.1-167; 1971, Ex. Sess., c. 226; 1973, c. 30; 1975, c. 515;
1976, c. 616; 1977, c. 490; 1978, c. 778; 1980, c. 639; 1982, c. 650; 1984, c. 480; 1987, Sp. Sess., c. 1;
1988, c. 469; 1990, cc. 476, 865; 1991, c. 137; 1993, c. 641; 2013, c. 542; 2014, c. 473; 2016, cc. 773,
774; 2017, cc. 829, 832.

§ 24.2-503. Deadlines for filing required statements; extensions.
The written statements of qualification and economic interests shall be filed by (i) primary candidates
not later than the filing deadline for the primary, (ii) all other candidates for city and town offices to be
filled at a May general election by 7:00 p.m. on the first Tuesday in March, (iii) candidates in special
elections by the time of qualifying as a candidate, and (iv) all other candidates by 7:00 p.m. on the
third Tuesday in June.

A statement shall be deemed to be timely filed if it is mailed postage prepaid to the appropriate office
by registered or certified mail and if the official receipt therefor, which shall be exhibited on demand,
shows mailing within the prescribed time limits.

The State Board may grant an extension of any deadline for filing either or both written statements and
shall notify all candidates who have not filed their statements of the extension. Any extension shall be
granted for a fixed period of time of ten days from the date of the mailing of the notice of the extension.

Code 1950, § 24-132; 1970, c. 462, § 24.1-167; 1971, Ex. Sess., c. 226; 1973, c. 30; 1975, c. 515;
1976, c. 616; 1977, c. 490; 1978, c. 778; 1980, c. 639; 1982, c. 650; 1984, c. 480; 1987, Sp. Sess., c. 1;
1988, c. 469; 1990, cc. 476, 865; 1991, c. 137; 1993, c. 641; 2000, c. 1045; 2021, Sp. Sess. I, c. 239.

§ 24.2-503.1. Repealed.
Repealed by Acts 2006, cc. 787 and 892, cl. 2.

§ 24.2-504. Persons entitled to have name printed on ballot.
Only a person fulfilling all the requirements of a candidate shall have his name printed on the ballot for
the election. No person shall have his name printed on the ballot for more than one office at any one
election. However, a candidate for federal or statewide office, or a candidate for an office being filled
in a special election, may have his name printed on the ballot for two offices at an election.

Code 1950, § 24-132; 1970, c. 462, § 24.1-167; 1971, Ex. Sess., c. 226; 1973, c. 30; 1975, c. 515;
1976, c. 616; 1977, c. 490; 1978, c. 778; 1980, c. 639; 1982, c. 650; 1984, c. 480; 1987, Sp. Sess., c. 1;
1988, c. 469; 1990, cc. 476, 865; 1991, c. 137; 1993, c. 641; 2000, cc. 513, 552; 2004, c. 881.

Article 2 - INDEPENDENT CANDIDATES

§ 24.2-505. Declaration of candidacy required of independent candidates.
A. Any person, other than a candidate for a party nomination or a party nominee, who intends to be a
candidate for any office to be elected by the qualified voters of the Commonwealth at large or of a
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congressional district shall file a declaration of candidacy with the State Board, on a form prescribed
by the Board, designating the office for which he is a candidate. The written declaration shall be
attested by two witnesses who are qualified voters of the Commonwealth or of the congressional dis-
trict, or acknowledged before some officer authorized to take acknowledgements to deeds. The declar-
ation shall be signed by the candidate, but if he is incapable of writing his proper signature then some
mark adopted by him as his signature shall be acknowledged before some officer authorized to take
acknowledgments to deeds.

The State Board shall notify the respective secretaries of the appropriate electoral boards of the qual-
ified candidates who have so filed.

B. Any person, other than a candidate for a party nomination or party nominee, who intends to be a
candidate for election to the General Assembly shall file a declaration of candidacy with the general
registrar of the county or city where he resides. The declaration shall be in all respects the same as
that required to be given to the State Board by statewide and congressional district candidates. The
general registrar shall, within three days after receiving the declaration, (i) deliver it in person or trans-
mit it by certified mail, along with the petitions required by § 24.2-506 or copies thereof, to the general
registrars of the other counties or cities, if any, in the legislative district for delivery to the secretaries of
the electoral boards and (ii) deliver the declaration and such petitions to the secretary of his electoral
board. He shall transmit the names of the candidates who have filed with him to the State Board imme-
diately after the filing deadline.

C. Any person, other than a candidate for a party nomination or party nominee, who intends to be a
candidate at any election for any other office shall file a declaration of candidacy with the general
registrar of the county or city where he resides. The declaration shall be in all respects the same as
that required to be given to the State Board by statewide and congressional district candidates. The
general registrar shall, within three days after receiving the declaration, deliver it in person or transmit
it by certified mail, along with the petitions required by § 24.2-506 or copies thereof, to the secretaries
of the electoral boards of the counties or cities whose electors vote for the office. He shall transmit the
names of the candidates who have filed with him to the State Board immediately after the filing dead-
line.

D. If requested in writing by a candidate filing pursuant to subsection B or C, the secretary of the elect-
oral board shall notify him of any irregularity in the declaration or petitions which can be corrected
prior to the filing deadline.

Code 1950, §§ 24-130, 24-131, 24-134.1, 24-135; 1958, c. 605; 1960, c. 427; 1962, c. 536; 1964, cc.
540, 541; 1970, c. 462, § 24.1-166; 1971, Ex. Sess., cc. 119, 247; 1972, c. 620; 1973, c. 30; 1974, c.
428; 1975, c. 515; 1976, c. 616; 1978, c. 778; 1981, c. 425; 1983, c. 461; 1984, c. 480; 1991, c. 137;
1993, c. 641; 1996, c. 270.

§ 24.2-506. Petition of qualified voters required; number of signatures required; certain towns
excepted.
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A. The name of any candidate for any office, other than a party nominee, shall not be printed upon any
official ballots provided for the election unless he shall file along with his declaration of candidacy a
petition therefor, on a form prescribed by the State Board, signed by the number of qualified voters spe-
cified in this subsection after January 1 of the year in which the election is held and listing the res-
idence address of each such voter. Each signature on the petition shall have been witnessed by a
person who is not a minor or a felon whose voting rights have not been restored and whose affidavit to
that effect appears on each page of the petition. Each such person circulating a petition who is not a
legal resident of the Commonwealth shall sign a statement on the affidavit that he consents to the jur-
isdiction of the courts of Virginia in resolving any disputes concerning the circulation of petitions, or sig-
natures contained therein, by that person. The signatures of qualified voters collected by a
nonresident petition circulator who fails to sign such statement, or who later fails to appear or produce
documents when properly served with a subpoena to do so, shall not be counted towards the min-
imum number of signatures required pursuant to this subsection.

Each voter signing the petition may provide on the petition the last four digits of his social security num-
ber, if any; however, noncompliance with this requirement shall not be cause to invalidate the voter's
signature on the petition.

The minimum number of signatures of qualified voters required for candidate petitions shall be as fol-
lows:

1. For a candidate for the United States Senate, Governor, Lieutenant Governor, or Attorney General,
10,000 signatures, including the signatures of at least 400 qualified voters from each congressional
district in the Commonwealth;

2. For a candidate for the United States House of Representatives, 1,000 signatures;

3. For a candidate for the Senate of Virginia, 250 signatures;

4. For a candidate for the House of Delegates or for a constitutional office, 125 signatures;

5. For a candidate for membership on the governing body or elected school board of any county or
city, 125 signatures; or if from an election district not at large containing 1,000 or fewer registered
voters, 50 signatures;

6. For a candidate for membership on the governing body or elected school board of any town that has
more than 3,500 registered voters, 125 signatures; or if from a ward or other district not at large, 25 sig-
natures;

7. For a candidate for membership on the governing body or elected school board of any town that has
at least 1,500 but not more than 3,500 registered voters, 50 signatures; or if from a ward or other dis-
trict not at large, 25 signatures;

8. For a candidate for membership on the governing body or elected school board of any town that has
fewer than 1,500 registered voters, no petition shall be required;



9. For a candidate for director of a soil and water conservation district created pursuant to Article 3 (§
10.1-506 et seq.) of Chapter 5 of Title 10.1, 25 signatures; and

10. For any other candidate, 50 signatures.

B. The State Board shall approve uniform standards by which petitions filed by a candidate for office,
other than a party nominee, are reviewed to determine if the petitions contain sufficient signatures of
qualified voters as required in subsection A.

The State Board of Elections, on or before January 1, 2020, shall revise its processes and associated
regulations for reviewing and processing candidate petitions. Such revisions shall provide a process
for checking petition signatures that includes a method for determining if a petition signature belongs
to an individual whose prior registration has been canceled and the reason for such cancellation. The
process shall provide for the tracking of such information associated with each petition. The process
shall provide for the escalation of cases of suspected fraud to the electoral board, the State Board, or
the office of the attorney for the Commonwealth, as appropriate.

C. If a candidate, other than a party nominee, does not qualify to have his name appear on the ballot
by reason of the candidate's filed petition not containing the minimum number of signatures of qual-
ified voters for the office sought, the candidate may appeal that determination within five calendar
days of the issuance of the notice of disqualification pursuant to § 24.2-612 or notice from the State
Board that the candidate did not meet the requirements to have his name appear on the ballot.

Appeals made by candidates for a county, city, or town office shall be filed with the electoral board.
Appeals made by candidates for all other offices shall be filed with the State Board. The appeal shall
be heard by the State Board or the electoral board, as appropriate, within five business days of its fil-
ing. The electoral board shall notify the State Board of any appeal that is filed with the electoral board.

The State Board shall develop procedures for the conduct of such an appeal. The consideration on
appeal shall be limited to whether or not the signatures on the petitions that were filed were reas-
onably rejected according to the requirements of this title and the uniform standards approved by the
State Board for the review of petitions. Immediately after the conclusion of the appeal hearing, the
entity conducting the appeal shall notify the candidate and, if applicable, the State Board, of its
decision in writing. The decision on appeal shall be final and not subject to further appeal.

Code 1950, § 24-133; 1970, c. 462, § 24.1-168; 1971, Ex. Sess., cc. 119, 247; 1978, c. 778; 1980, c.
639; 1982, c. 650; 1983, c. 188; 1987, c. 118; 1989, c. 141; 1992, c. 855; 1993, cc. 407, 641; 1998, cc.
152, 246; 2000, cc. 232, 252; 2001, c. 53; 2003, c. 477; 2010, c. 215; 2012, cc. 166, 538; 2013, c. 684;
2017, c. 355; 2019, c. 682; 2020, c. 501.

§ 24.2-507. Deadlines for filing declarations and petitions of candidacy.
For any office, declarations of candidacy and the petitions therefor shall be filed according to the fol-
lowing schedule:

1. For a general election in November, by 7:00 p.m. on the third Tuesday in June;
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2. For a general election in May, by 7:00 p.m. on the first Tuesday in March;

3. For a special election held at the same time as a November general election, either (i) at least 81
days before the election or (ii) if the special election is being held at the second November election
after the vacancy occurred, by 7:00 p.m. on the third Tuesday in June before that November election;

4. For a special election held at the same time as a May general election, by 7:00 p.m. on the first
Tuesday in March; or

5. For a special election held at a time other than a general election, (i) at least 60 days before the
election or (ii) within five days of any writ of election or order calling a special election to be held less
than 60 days after the issuance of the writ or order.

Code 1950, §§ 24-130, 24-131, 24-134.1, 24-135; 1958, c. 605; 1960, c. 427; 1962, c. 536; 1964, cc.
540, 541; 1970, c. 462, § 24.1-166; 1971, Ex. Sess., cc. 119, 247; 1972, c. 620; 1973, c. 30; 1974, c.
428; 1975, c. 515; 1976, c. 616; 1978, c. 778; 1981, c. 425; 1983, c. 461; 1984, c. 480; 1991, c. 137;
1993, c. 641; 2010, cc. 449, 542, 645; 2011, c. 599; 2021, Sp. Sess. I, c. 239.

Article 3 - NOMINATIONS OF CANDIDATES BY POLITICAL PARTIES

§ 24.2-508. Powers of political parties in general.
Each political party shall have the power to (i) make its own rules and regulations, (ii) call conventions
to proclaim a platform, ratify a nomination, or for any other purpose, (iii) provide for the nomination of
its candidates, including the nomination of its candidates for office in case of any vacancy, (iv) provide
for the nomination and election of its state, county, city, and district committees, and (v) perform all
other functions inherent in political party organizations.

Code 1950, §§ 24-363, 24-364; 1970, c. 462, § 24.1-172; 1971, Ex. Sess., c. 119; 1973, c. 30; 1975, c.
515; 1978, c. 778; 1993, c. 641.

§ 24.2-509. (Effective until January 1, 2024) Party to determine method of nominating its can-
didates for office; exceptions.
A. The duly constituted authorities of the state political party shall have the right to determine the
method by which a party nomination for a member of the United States Senate or for any statewide
office shall be made. The duly constituted authorities of the political party for the district, county, city, or
town in which any other office is to be filled shall have the right to determine the method by which a
party nomination for that office shall be made.

B. Notwithstanding subsection A, the following provisions shall apply to the determination of the
method of making party nominations. A party shall nominate its candidate for election for a General
Assembly district where there is only one incumbent of that party for the district by the method des-
ignated by that incumbent, or absent any designation by him by the method of nomination determined
by the party. A party shall nominate its candidates for election for a General Assembly district where
there is more than one incumbent of that party for the district by a primary unless all the incumbents
consent to a different method of nomination. A party, whose candidate at the immediately preceding
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election for a particular office other than the General Assembly (i) was nominated by a primary or filed
for a primary but was not opposed and (ii) was elected at the general election, shall nominate a can-
didate for the next election for that office by a primary unless all incumbents of that party for that office
consent to a different method.

When, under any of the foregoing provisions, no incumbents offer as candidates for reelection to the
same office, the method of nomination shall be determined by the political party.

For the purposes of this subsection, any officeholder who offers for reelection to the same office shall
be deemed an incumbent notwithstanding that the district which he represents differs in part from that
for which he offers for election.

Code 1950, §§ 24-348, 24-361, 24-363, 24-364; 1970, c. 462, §§ 24.1-171, 24.1-172; 1971, Ex. Sess.,
c. 119; 1973, c. 30; 1975, c. 515; 1978, c. 778; 1993, c. 641.

§ 24.2-509. (Effective January 1, 2024) Party to determine method of nominating its candidates for
office; exceptions.
A. The duly constituted authorities of the state political party shall have the right to determine the
method by which a party nomination for a member of the United States Senate or for any statewide
office shall be made. The duly constituted authorities of the political party for the district, county, city, or
town in which any other office is to be filled shall have the right to determine the method by which a
party nomination for that office shall be made. A method of nomination shall not be selected if such
method will have the practical effect of excluding participation in the nominating process by qualified
voters who are otherwise eligible to participate in the nominating process under that political party's
rules but are unable to attend meetings because they are (i) a member of a uniformed service, as
defined in § 24.2-452, on active duty; (ii) temporarily residing outside of the United States; (iii) a stu-
dent attending a school or institution of higher education; (iv) a person with a disability; or (v) a person
who has a communicable disease of public health threat as defined in § 32.1-48.06 or who may have
come in contact with a person with such disease. However, such restriction shall not apply when
selecting a candidate for a special election or nominating a candidate pursuant to § 24.2-539, or in the
event that no candidate files the required paperwork by the deadline prescribed in § 24.2-522.

B. Notwithstanding subsection A, the following provisions shall apply to the determination of the
method of making party nominations. A party shall nominate its candidate for election for a General
Assembly district where there is only one incumbent of that party for the district by the method des-
ignated by that incumbent, or absent any designation by him by the method of nomination determined
by the party. A party shall nominate its candidates for election for a General Assembly district where
there is more than one incumbent of that party for the district by a primary unless all the incumbents
consent to a different method of nomination. A party, whose candidate at the immediately preceding
election for a particular office other than the General Assembly (i) was nominated by a primary or filed
for a primary but was not opposed and (ii) was elected at the general election, shall nominate a can-



didate for the next election for that office by a primary unless all incumbents of that party for that office
consent to a different method.

When, under any of the foregoing provisions, no incumbents offer as candidates for reelection to the
same office, the method of nomination shall be determined by the political party.

For the purposes of this subsection, any officeholder who offers for reelection to the same office shall
be deemed an incumbent notwithstanding that the district which he represents differs in part from that
for which he offers for election.

Code 1950, §§ 24-348, 24-361, 24-363, 24-364; 1970, c. 462, §§ 24.1-171, 24.1-172; 1971, Ex. Sess.,
c. 119; 1973, c. 30; 1975, c. 515; 1978, c. 778; 1993, c. 641; 2021, Sp. Sess. I, c. 474.

§ 24.2-510. Deadlines for parties to nominate by methods other than primary.
For any office, nominations by political parties by methods other than a primary shall be made and
completed in the manner prescribed by law according to the following schedule:

1. For a general election in November, by 7:00 p.m. on the third Tuesday in June;

2. For a general election in May, by 7:00 p.m. on the first Tuesday in March;

3. For a special election held at the same time as a November general election, either (i) at least 81
days before the election or (ii) if the special election is held at the second November election after the
vacancy occurred, by 7:00 p.m. on the third Tuesday in June before that November election;

4. For a special election held at the same time as a May general election, by 7:00 p.m. on the first
Tuesday in March; or

5. For a special election held at a time other than a general election, (i) at least 60 days before the
election or (ii) within five days of any writ of election or order calling a special election to be held less
than 60 days after the issuance of the writ or order.

In the case of all general elections a party shall nominate its candidate for any office by a nonprimary
method only within the 47 days immediately preceding the primary date established for nominating
candidates for the office in question. This limitation shall have no effect, however, on nominations for
special elections or pursuant to § 24.2-539.

Code 1950, §§ 24-130, 24-131, 24-134.1, 24-135, 24-363, 24-364; 1958, c. 605; 1960, c. 427; 1962, c.
536; 1964, cc. 540, 541; 1970, c. 462, §§ 24.1-166, 24.1-172; 1971, Ex. Sess., cc. 119, 247; 1972, c.
620; 1973, c. 30; 1974, c. 428; 1975, c. 515; 1976, c. 616; 1978, c. 778; 1981, c. 425; 1983, c. 461;
1984, c. 480; 1991, c. 137; 1993, c. 641; 2010, cc. 449, 542, 645; 2011, c. 599; 2021, Sp. Sess. I, c.
239.

§ 24.2-511. Party chairman or official to certify candidates to State Board and general registrars;
failure to certify.
A. The state, district, or other appropriate party chairman shall certify the name of any candidate who
has been nominated by his party by a method other than a primary for any office to be elected by the
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qualified voters of (i) the Commonwealth at large, (ii) a congressional district or a General Assembly
district, or (iii) political subdivisions jointly electing a shared constitutional officer, along with the date
of the nomination of the candidate, to the State Board not later than five days after the last day for nom-
inations to be made. The State Board shall notify the general registrars of the names of the candidates
to appear on the ballot for such offices.

B. The party chairman of the district or political subdivision in which any other office is to be filled shall
certify the name of any candidate for that office who has been nominated by his party by a method
other than a primary to the State Board and to the general registrars of the cities and counties in which
the name of the candidate will appear on the ballot not later than five days after the last day for nom-
inations to be made. Should the party chairman fail to make such certification, the State Board shall
declare that the candidate is the nominee of the particular party and direct that his name be treated as
if certified by the party chairman.

C. In the case of a nomination for any office to be filled by a special election, the party chairman shall
certify the name of any candidate (i) by the deadline to nominate the candidate or (ii) not later than five
days after the deadline if it is a special election held at the second November election after the
vacancy occurred.

D. No further notice of candidacy or petition shall be required of a candidate once the party chairman
has certified his name to the State Board.

E. In no case shall the individual who is a candidate for an office be the person who certifies the name
of the party candidate for that same office. In such case the party shall designate an alternate official to
certify its candidate.

Code 1950, §§ 24-134, 24-345.3; 1952, c. 509; 1954, c. 523; 1956, Ex. Sess., c. 1; 1958, c. 309; 1959,
Ex. Sess., c. 17; 1960, c. 383; 1962, c. 536; 1964, c. 539; 1970, c. 462, § 24.1-169; 1972, c. 620; 1978,
c. 778; 1982, c. 650; 1993, c. 641; 2006, c. 83; 2014, c. 473; 2016, cc. 18, 492.

Article 4 - CONDUCT OF PRIMARIES

§ 24.2-512. Primaries to be conducted in accordance with article.
A primary when held shall be conducted in all respects under the provisions of this article. All ref-
erences in this chapter to primaries shall be deemed to mean those elections held for the purpose of
nominating candidates as authorized by this article.

Code 1950, § 24-347; 1970, c. 462, § 24.1-170; 1993, c. 641.

§ 24.2-513. Provisions as to general elections applicable.
All the provisions and requirements of the laws of this Commonwealth in relation to the holding of elec-
tions shall apply to all primaries insofar as they are consistent with this article.

Code 1950, § 24-356; 1952, c. 4; 1964, c. 545; 1970, c. 462, § 24.1-178; 1993, c. 641.

§ 24.2-514. To what nominations this article applies.
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This article shall apply to the nomination of candidates for offices by a direct primary held on the reg-
ular dates established in § 24.2-515 for the conduct of primaries, and to no other nominations.

A primary is not authorized under this article to nominate presidential electors, nor to nominate can-
didates to fill vacancies unless the candidates for nomination to fill vacancies are to be voted for on
the regular date set by this article for primaries.

Code 1950, §§ 24-348, 24-361; 1970, c. 462, § 24.1-171; 1993, c. 641.

§ 24.2-515. Presidential election year primaries.
Primaries for the nomination of candidates for offices to be voted on at the general election date in
November shall be held on the third Tuesday in June next preceding such election, except that begin-
ning with the year 2012 and in presidential election years thereafter, primaries to choose among pres-
idential candidates may be held as provided in Article 7 (§ 24.2-544 et seq.). Primaries for the
nomination of candidates for offices to be voted on at the general election date in May shall be held on
the first Tuesday in March next preceding such election.

Code 1950, § 24-349; 1952, c. 4; 1970, c. 462, § 24.1-174; 1971, Ex. Sess., c. 119; 1975, c. 515; 1993,
c. 641; 1999, c. 972; 2003, cc. 815, 823; 2011, cc. 570, 584; 2021, Sp. Sess. I, c. 239.

§ 24.2-515.1. Schedule for primaries in the year 2001 and each tenth year thereafter.
Primaries for the nomination of candidates for the offices listed in Section 4 of Article VII of the Con-
stitution of Virginia to be voted on at the general election in November 2001 and each tenth year there-
after shall be held on the third Tuesday in June next preceding such election notwithstanding any
special primary schedule enacted for any other office.

1993, c. 355, § 24.1-174.1; 1993, c. 641; 2021, Sp. Sess. I, c. 239.

§ 24.2-516. Party to furnish names of chairmen and notify State Board of adoption of direct
primary.
Each political party within the Commonwealth shall furnish to the State Board the names and
addresses of its state, county, and city party chairmen in January of each year, and during the
remainder of the year it shall notify the Board of any changes in such names and addresses.

At least 135 days prior to the regular date for a primary, the Board shall inquire of each state chairman
and each county and city chairman whether a direct primary has been adopted. The Board shall
advise each chairman that notification to the Board of the adoption of a direct primary is required and
must be filed with the Board not more than 125 days and not less than 105 days before the date set for
the primaries.

Each chairman shall file timely written notice with the Board whether or not a primary has been adop-
ted and identify each office for which a primary has been adopted. The requirement to notify the Board
of the adoption of a direct primary shall be satisfied when the Board receives by the deadline (i) writ-
ten notice from the appropriate party chairman or (ii) a copy of the written notice from an incumbent
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officeholder to his party chairman of the incumbent's selection, pursuant to § 24.2-509, of the primary
as the method of nomination.

Code 1950, § 24-351; 1962, c. 536; 1964, c. 545; 1970, c. 462, § 24.1-176; 1972, c. 620; 1981, c. 425;
1990, c. 199; 1993, c. 641; 2010, cc. 449, 645.

§ 24.2-517. State Board to order election.
The State Board shall order the holding of a primary election in any county, city, or other district of the
Commonwealth in which it is notified pursuant to § 24.2-516 that a primary is intended to be held. The
notice ordering the primary shall be sent to the secretary of the electoral board. Within five days of the
issuance of the order by the State Board, each secretary shall post a copy of the notice on the official
website of the county or city, post copies of the notice at not less than 10 public places in the county or
city, or have notice of the election published at least once in a newspaper of general circulation in the
county or city.

Code 1950, § 24-352; 1952, c. 212; 1970, c. 462, § 24.1-177; 1972, c. 620; 1993, c. 641; 2012, cc.
328, 486.

§ 24.2-518. County and city treasurers to pay primary expenses; certain uses of machinery by
party.
The treasurer of the county or city in which the elections are held shall pay the costs of primary elec-
tions.

A political party may hold an election to select the members of its party committee at the same time
and in the same places as a primary election without fee or charge for making use of the electoral
machinery, provided that a primary to nominate the party's candidate for an office is in fact conducted
on that primary date. Such elections for party committee members may be conducted by paper ballots
or by voting machines in the discretion of the local electoral board.

The proper political party committee shall pay the costs of using the election machinery at any other
time for the purpose of conducting other nominating procedures adopted pursuant to the rules of that
party, if such use is authorized by the officials having custody of the machinery.

Code 1950, §§ 24-349, 24-364.1; 1952, c. 4; 1958, c. 580; 1970, c. 462, §§ 24.1-174, 24.1-180; 1971,
Ex. Sess., c. 119; 1975, c. 515; 1982, c. 650; 1993, c. 641.

§ 24.2-519. Qualification of primary candidates.
In order to qualify as a candidate at any primary, a person must be legally qualified to hold the office
for which he is a candidate and be qualified to vote in the primary in which he seeks to be a candidate.

Code 1950, § 24-369; 1970, c. 462, § 24.1-183; 1971, Ex. Sess., c. 226; 1974, c. 428; 1977, c. 490;
1993, c. 641.

§ 24.2-520. Declaration of candidacy required.
A candidate for nomination by primary for any office shall be required to file a written declaration of
candidacy on a form prescribed by the State Board. The declaration shall include the name of the
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political party of which the candidate is a member, a designation of the office for which he is a can-
didate, and a statement that, if defeated in the primary, his name is not to be printed on the ballots for
that office in the succeeding general election. The declaration shall be acknowledged before some
officer who has the authority to take acknowledgments to deeds, or attested by two witnesses who are
qualified voters of the election district.

Code 1950, §§ 24-370 through 24-372; 1960, c. 427; 1970, c. 462, § 24.1-184; 1978, cc. 239, 778;
1983, c. 461; 1993, c. 641.

§ 24.2-521. Petition required to accompany declaration; number of signatures required.
A. A candidate for nomination by primary for any office shall be required to file with his declaration of
candidacy a petition for his name to be printed on the official primary ballot, on a form prescribed by
the State Board, signed by the number of qualified voters specified in this section after January 1 of
the year in which the election is held or before or after said date in the case of a March primary, and
listing the residence address of each such voter. Each signature on the petition shall have been wit-
nessed by a person who is not a minor or a felon whose voting rights have not been restored and
whose affidavit to that effect appears on each page of the petition. Each such person circulating a peti-
tion who is not a legal resident of the Commonwealth shall sign a statement on the affidavit that he
consents to the jurisdiction of the courts of Virginia in resolving any disputes concerning the cir-
culation of petitions, or signatures contained therein, by that person. The signatures of qualified voters
collected by a nonresident petition circulator who fails to sign such statement, or who later fails to
appear or produce documents when properly served with a subpoena to do so, shall not be counted
towards the minimum number of signatures required pursuant to subsection B.

Each voter signing the petition may provide on the petition the last four digits of his social security num-
ber, if any; however, noncompliance with this requirement shall not be cause to invalidate the voter's
signature on the petition.

B. The minimum number of signatures of qualified voters required for primary candidate petitions shall
be as follows:

1. For a candidate for the United States Senate, Governor, Lieutenant Governor, or Attorney General,
10,000 signatures, including the signatures of at least 400 qualified voters from each congressional
district in the Commonwealth;

2. For a candidate for the United States House of Representatives, 1,000 signatures;

3. For a candidate for the Senate of Virginia, 250 signatures;

4. For a candidate for the House of Delegates or for a constitutional office, 125 signatures;

5. For a candidate for membership on the governing body of any county or city, 125 signatures; or if
from an election district not at large containing 1,000 or fewer registered voters, 50 signatures;

6. For a candidate for membership on the governing body of any town that has more than 3,500
registered voters, 125 signatures; or if from a ward or other district not at large, 25 signatures;



7. For a candidate for membership on the governing body of any town that has at least 1,500 but not
more than 3,500 registered voters, 50 signatures; or if from a ward or other district not at large, 25 sig-
natures;

8. For a candidate for membership on the governing body of any town that has fewer than 1,500
registered voters, no petition shall be required; and

9. For any other candidate, 50 signatures.

Code 1950, § 24-373; 1952, c. 523; 1970, c. 462, § 24.1-185; 1971, Ex. Sess., cc. 119, 247; 1972, c.
620; 1978, c. 778; 1980, c. 639; 1982, c. 650; 1983, c. 188; 1989, c. 141; 1992, c. 855; 1993, cc. 407,
641; 1998, cc. 152, 246; 2000, cc. 232, 252; 2003, c. 477; 2010, c. 215; 2012, cc. 166, 538; 2017, c.
355; 2020, c. 501.

§ 24.2-522. When and to whom filings to be made.
A. Declarations of candidacy, petitions, and receipts indicating the payment of filing fees shall be filed
not earlier than noon of the ninety-second day and not later than 5:00 p.m. of the seventy-fifth day
before the primary.

B. Except as provided in subsection C, candidates for nomination shall file their declarations, peti-
tions, and receipts with the chairman or chairmen of the several committees of the respective parties.

C. Any candidate for nomination for United States Senator, Governor, Lieutenant Governor, or Attor-
ney General shall file with the State Board (i) his declaration of candidacy, (ii) the petitions for his can-
didacy, sealed in one or more containers to which is attached a written statement under oath by the
candidate giving his name and the number of signatures on the petitions contained in the containers,
and (iii) a receipt indicating the payment of his filing fee.

The State Board shall transmit the material so filed to the state chairman of the party of the candidate
within 72 hours and not later than the seventy-fourth day before the primary. The sealed containers
containing the petitions for a candidate may be opened only by the state chairman of the party of the
candidate.

Code 1950, §§ 24-370 through 24-372, 24-374; 1960, c. 427; 1970, c. 462, §§ 24.1-184, 24.1-186;
1978, cc. 239, 778, § 24.1-186.1; 1983, c. 461; 1993, c. 641; 2003, c. 1015; 2010, cc. 449, 645; 2013,
c. 443.

§ 24.2-523. Candidates to pay fee before filing.
Every candidate for nomination for any office at any primary shall, before he files his declaration of can-
didacy, pay a fee equal to two percent of one year's minimum salary attached to the office for which he
is candidate in effect in the year in which he files.

In case of an office for which compensation is paid in whole or in part by fees, the amount to be paid
by a candidate as his contribution for the payment of the expenses of the primary shall be fixed by the
proper committee of the respective parties.
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If there is no salary or fee attached to the office, the fee for primary expenses shall be five dollars. This
provision includes candidates for party committees in § 24.2-518.

Code 1950, §§ 24-398 through 24-400; 1970, c. 462, § 24.1-198; 1976, c. 616; 1993, c. 641.

§ 24.2-524. To whom fees paid; refund of fees.
A. Candidates for United States Senators, for representatives in Congress, and for the offices of
Governor, Lieutenant Governor, and Attorney General shall pay the primary fee to the State Board of
Elections. The primary fees shall be credited by the Board to a fund to be known as the "state primary
fee fund."

The Board shall refund the fee by warrant upon the state primary fee fund in the event the prospective
candidate does not become a candidate, becomes a candidate and is not opposed, or must refile for
any reason. All other primary fees paid to the Board shall be paid or placed to the credit of the fund out
of which the Board pays the Commonwealth's expenses for the primary.

B. All other candidates shall pay the fee to the treasurer, or director of finance if there is no treasurer,
of the city or county in which they reside. The treasurer or director of finance shall pay back the fee in
the event the prospective candidate does not become a candidate, or becomes a candidate and must
refile for any reason. In the event the candidate is unopposed, the State Board or the local electoral
board, as appropriate, shall notify, no less than 60 days before the primary, the treasurer or director of
finance to whom the fee was paid that the candidate is unopposed and shall provide the name and
mailing address for returning the fee to the candidate. The treasurer or director of finance promptly
shall return the fee to the candidate. All other primary fees paid a county or city treasurer or director of
finance shall be paid or placed to the credit of the fund of the county or city out of which the expenses
of the primary were paid by the county or city.

C. A receipt for the payment of the fee must be attached to the declaration of candidacy; otherwise the
declaration shall not be received or filed.

Code 1950, § 24-401; 1962, c. 462; 1971, Ex. Sess., c. 247, § 24.1-199; 1982, c. 650; 1988, c. 192;
1993, c. 641; 2005, c. 748; 2010, cc. 449, 645.

§ 24.2-525. Persons entitled to have name printed on ballot.
A. Only a person meeting all the qualifications and fulfilling all the requirements of a candidate, and
who has complied with the rules and regulations of his party, shall have his name printed on the ballot
provided for the primary election. A person who does not file either or both written statements required
by § 24.2-503 by the relevant deadline, or the end of the extension period if an extension has been
granted pursuant to that section, shall not have his name printed on the ballot provided for the primary
election.

B. No person shall have his name printed on the ballot for more than one office at any one primary
election. However, a candidate for federal or statewide office, or a candidate for an office being filled
in a special election, may have his name printed on the ballot for two offices at a primary election.
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Code 1950, §§ 24-369 through 24-372; 1960, c. 427; 1970, c. 462, §§ 24.1-183, 24.1-184; 1971, Ex.
Sess., c. 226; 1974, c. 428; 1977, c. 490; 1978, cc. 239, 778; 1983, c. 461; 1993, c. 641; 2000, cc. 513,
552; 2004, c. 881; 2020, c. 850.

§ 24.2-526. Primary not to be held when less than two candidates declare.
Whenever within the time prescribed by this article there is only one declaration of candidacy in a polit-
ical party for the nomination for any office, the person filing the declaration shall be declared the nom-
inee of the party for the office for which he has announced his candidacy and his name shall not be
printed on the ballot for the primary. Whenever within the time prescribed by this article there is no
declaration of candidacy in a political party for the nomination for any office, the appropriate committee
of the party may provide for an alternative method of nominating a candidate.

Code 1950, § 24-350; 1970, c. 462, § 24.1-175; 1983, c. 483; 1993, c. 641.

§ 24.2-527. Chairman or official to furnish State Board and general registrars with names of can-
didates and certify petition signature requirements met.
A. It shall be the duty of the chairman or chairmen of the several committees of the respective parties
to furnish the name of any candidate for nomination for any office to be elected by the qualified voters
of the Commonwealth at large or of a congressional district or of a General Assembly district to the
State Board, and to furnish the name of any candidate for any other office to the State Board and to the
general registrars charged with the duty of preparing and printing the primary ballots. In furnishing the
name of any such candidate, the chairman shall certify that a review of the filed candidate petitions
found the required minimum number of signatures of qualified voters for that office to have been met.
The chairman shall also certify the order and date and time of filing for purposes of printing the ballots
as prescribed in § 24.2-529, provided that the State Board shall determine the order and date and time
of filing for candidates for United States Senator, Governor, Lieutenant Governor, and Attorney Gen-
eral for such purposes. Each chairman shall comply with the provisions of this section not less than 70
days before the primary.

B. In no case shall the individual who is a candidate for an office be the person who certifies the
names of candidates for a primary for that same office. In such case the party shall designate an altern-
ate official to certify the candidates.

Code 1950, § 24-375; 1970, c. 462, § 24.1-187; 1976, c. 616; 1978, c. 239; 1979, c. 329; 1993, c. 641;
2006, c. 83; 2010, cc. 449, 645; 2013, c. 443; 2016, cc. 18, 492.

§ 24.2-528. No primary candidate to be nominated by convention.
No party which has adopted the method of making a nomination for an office by primary pursuant to §
24.2-509 shall nominate by a convention any candidate to be voted for at that primary.

Code 1950, § 24-366; 1970, c. 462, § 24.1-173; 1993, c. 641.

§ 24.2-529. Primary ballots.
The primary ballots for the several parties taking part in a primary shall be composed, arranged, prin-
ted, delivered, and provided in the same manner as the general election ballots except that at the top
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of each official primary ballot shall be printed in plain black type the name of the political party and the
words "Primary Election." The names of the candidates for various offices shall appear on the ballot in
an order determined by the priority of the time of filing for the office. In the event two or more can-
didates file simultaneously, the order of filing shall then be determined by lot by the electoral board or
the State Board as in the case of a tie vote for the office. No write-in shall be permitted on ballots in
primary elections.

Code 1950, § 24-376; 1970, c. 462, § 24.1-188; 1971, Ex. Sess., c. 119; 1993, c. 641.

§ 24.2-530. Who may vote in primary.
All persons qualified to vote, pursuant to §§ 24.2-400 through 24.2-403, may vote at the primary. No
person shall vote for the candidates of more than one party.

Code 1950, § 24-367; 1970, c. 462, § 24.1-182; 1971, Ex. Sess., c. 205; 1976, c. 616; 1993, c. 641.

§ 24.2-531. Pollbooks used during primaries.
There shall be pollbooks in the form set forth in § 24.2-611 provided for use during any primary.

Code 1950, § 24-377; 1970, c. 462, § 24.1-189; 1980, c. 639; 1981, c. 425; 1993, c. 641; 2003, c.
1015; 2010, c. 812; 2014, cc. 540, 576.

§ 24.2-532. Abstracts of votes; law-enforcement officer to obtain returns not forwarded.
As soon as the electoral board shall determine the persons who have received the highest number of
votes for nomination to any such office, the secretary of the board shall immediately make out
abstracts and certificates of the votes cast as provided in § 24.2-675 and forward certified copies
thereof to the State Board. The secretary in addition shall place certified copies thereof in an envelope
and forward them in person or by certified mail (i) for members of the House of Representatives of the
United States, to the chairman of the congressional district committee, (ii) for members of the General
Assembly, to the chairman of the Senate or House of Delegates district committee, and (iii) for county
and city and district officers, to the chairman of the county or city. "Chairman" means the chairman of
the political party under whose auspices the primary is held.

If the abstract of votes shall not have been received by the State Board from any county or city within
six days after any state primary election, the Board shall dispatch a law-enforcement officer to obtain
them as provided in § 24.2-678.

Code 1950, §§ 24-388, 24-390; 1952, c. 4; 1970, c. 462, §§ 24.1-191, 24.1-193; 1976, c. 616; 1993, c.
641.

§ 24.2-533. Repealed.
Repealed by Acts 2010, c. 812, cl. 3.

§ 24.2-534. Returns tabulated by State Board; when nominee declared.
As soon as possible after receipt of the certified abstract and not later than fourteen days after the day
of the election, the State Board shall open and tabulate the returns. Upon completion of the tabulation
the Board shall declare the nominee in the manner and form as it does in general elections.
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Code 1950, § 24-389; 1952, c. 4; 1970, c. 462, § 24.1-192; 1978, c. 778; 1993, c. 641.

§ 24.2-535. Vote required to nominate.
Any candidate for party nomination to any office who receives a plurality of the votes cast by his party
shall be the nominee of his party for that office and his name shall be printed on the official ballots
used in the election for which the primary was held.

Code 1950, § 24-359; 1952, c. 4; 1964, c. 616; 1970, c. 462, § 24.1-179; 1993, c. 641.

§ 24.2-536. Procedure when a vacancy in office occurs less than 75 days before primary date.
Whenever, by reason of the death, resignation, or removal of the incumbent, a vacancy in any office
occurs less than 75 but more than 45 days before the regular date for the holding of a primary, the
properly constituted party authorities may permit the filing of declarations and petitions of candidacy
for nomination for that office in the primary. Notice of the vacancy and the right to file declarations and
petitions of candidacy for nomination to fill it shall be advertised by the party committee or committees
in at least one newspaper of general circulation within the Commonwealth if it is an office filled by elec-
tion by the people at large, and in the manner prescribed by the properly constituted party authorities
in the case of all other offices. No declaration and petitions of candidacy shall be filed with the com-
mittee or committees until such advertisement is made, nor within 35 days prior to the date for holding
the primary. Declarations and petitions of candidacy filed pursuant to this section shall comply in
every respect, except for the time of filing, with the requirements established generally for such declar-
ations and petitions in this article.

If more than one person qualifies, the party chairman shall promptly certify their names to the State
Board and the appropriate electoral boards as having qualified under the provisions of this section.
The electoral boards having charge of the printing of the official ballots for the primary shall either:

1. Cause to be printed on the ballot the name of each person so certified; or

2. If the official ballots have already been printed, cause separate ballots to be printed for the office for
which the persons have qualified pursuant to this section.

In the event that only one person qualifies as a candidate under the provisions of this section, the per-
son so qualifying shall be declared the nominee of his party for that office and his name shall not be
printed on the primary ballot.

In the event that no person qualifies as a candidate under the provisions of this section, or that the
vacancy occurs less than 45 days before the primary, the appropriate committee of the political party
shall determine the time and method of nominating its candidate for the office.

Code 1950, § 24-362; 1970, c. 462, § 24.1-194; 1993, c. 641; 2010, cc. 449, 645.

§ 24.2-537. Procedure when nominee by default dies or withdraws or nomination is set aside prior
to primary.
A. If any person who would have been nominated as the candidate of a political party for any office in
any general election by reason of the fact that he was the only person who filed the required
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declaration of and petition for candidacy dies or withdraws as the party candidate, or his nomination is
set aside for any reason, 45 days or more before the day on which the primary would have been held
if two or more candidates had qualified, the appropriate committee of the political party shall determine
the time and method of nominating its candidate for the office.

B. If the party committee determines that the party's nominee shall be elected at the scheduled
primary, any person desiring to become a candidate for nomination by the party at that primary who is
otherwise qualified may file a declaration of and petition for his candidacy with the proper chairman of
his party committee. No person whose nomination has been set aside for fraud knowingly participated
in by the candidate, or other person who knowingly participated in such fraud, shall be deemed qual-
ified. The declaration and petition shall comply in every respect with the requirements established gen-
erally for such declarations and petitions in this article, except that the declaration and petition shall be
filed at least 35 days before the day on which the primary is to be held.

If more than one person qualifies, the party chairman shall promptly certify their names to the State
Board and the appropriate electoral boards as having qualified under the provisions of this section.
The electoral boards having charge of the printing of the official ballots for the primary election shall
either:

1. Cause to be printed thereon the name of every person so certified; or

2. If the official ballots have already been printed, cause separate ballots to be printed for the office for
which two or more persons have qualified pursuant to the provisions of this section.

In the event that only one person qualifies as a candidate in accordance with the provisions of this sec-
tion, the person so qualifying shall be declared the nominee of his party for that office and his name
shall not be printed on the primary ballot.

In the event that no person qualifies as a candidate pursuant to the provisions of this section, or that
the death or withdrawal or setting aside of candidacy of any such party nominee should occur at a
time which is less than 45 days prior to any such primary, the appropriate committee of the political
party shall determine the time and method of nominating its candidate for the office.

C. No party shall nominate any person whose nomination has been set aside for fraud knowingly par-
ticipated in by the candidate, or any other person who knowingly participated in such fraud.

Code 1950, § 24-391; 1970, c. 462, § 24.1-195; 1983, c. 483; 1993, c. 641; 2010, cc. 449, 645.

§ 24.2-538. Procedure when opposed candidate for nomination dies prior to primary.
If any person who is a candidate for nomination by a political party at a primary election, and who,
along with one or more other candidates, has qualified to have his name printed on the official ballot
for the primary, dies 45 days or more before the day on which the primary is to be held, any person oth-
erwise qualified who desires to be a candidate at that primary may file a declaration of and petition for
his candidacy with the proper chairman of his party committee. The declaration and petition shall com-
ply in every respect with the requirements established generally for such declarations and petitions by
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this article, except that the declaration and petition shall be filed at least 35 days before the day on
which the primary is to be held.

The party chairman or chairmen shall promptly certify the names of every such person to the State
Board and appropriate electoral boards as having qualified under the provisions of this section. Every
electoral board having charge of the printing of official ballots for the primary election shall either:

1. Cause to be printed thereon the name of every person so certified; or

2. If the official ballots have already been printed, cause separate ballots to be printed for the office
containing the names of those candidates other than the decedent who have theretofore qualified and
the names of those certified to it as having qualified pursuant to the provisions of this section. The
board may, in its discretion, cause to be stricken from the ballots already printed the title of the office
involved and the names of all candidates for nomination for the office appearing thereon.

Whenever any additional candidate shall qualify pursuant to this section, no ballots theretofore cast by
absentee vote for a candidate for such office shall be counted, but any person who has so voted shall
be entitled to receive a new ballot and to vote for his choice among all the candidates for such office.

Code 1950, § 24-392; 1970, c. 462, § 24.1-196; 1976, c. 616; 1993, c. 641; 2010, cc. 449, 645.

Article 5 - DEATH, WITHDRAWAL, OR DISQUALIFICATION OF PARTY
NOMINEE

§ 24.2-539. Party may nominate when nominee dies, withdraws, or nomination is set aside; duty of
party chairman.
Should the nominee of any party die, withdraw, or have his nomination set aside for any reason, the
party may nominate to fill the vacancy in accordance with its own rules. A candidate who has been dis-
qualified for failing to meet the filing requirements of Article 1 (§ 24.2-500 et seq.) of this chapter shall
not be renominated. No party shall renominate any person whose nomination has been set aside for
fraud knowingly participated in by the candidate. The party chairman or chairmen shall promptly certify
the name of any such nominee to the appropriate electoral boards and the nominee shall promptly
comply with the filing requirements of Article 1 of this chapter.

Code 1950, §§ 24-234, 24-235, 24-365; 1952, c. 4; 1970, c. 462, §§ 24.1-110, 24.1-197; 1976, c. 616;
1980, c. 639; 1984, c. 480; 1990, c. 476; 1992, c. 828; 1993, c. 641.

§ 24.2-540. Other parties may also nominate; independent candidates.
Any other political party may also nominate and file the required notice of a new candidate pursuant to
§ 24.2-539 if the candidate who died, withdrew, or had his nomination set aside was unopposed by
that party. A nonparty candidate shall also be permitted to file a notice of candidacy whether or not the
candidate who died, withdrew, or had his nomination set aside was opposed by a nonparty or party
candidate.
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Any such party or nonparty candidate shall file any statement or petition required of him by Article 1 (§
24.2-500 et seq.) or Article 2 (§ 24.2-505 et seq.) of this chapter.

Code 1950, §§ 24-234, 24-235; 1970, c. 462, § 24.1-110; 1976, c. 616; 1980, c. 639; 1984, c. 480;
1990, c. 476; 1992, c. 828; 1993, c. 641.

§ 24.2-541. Printing of names on ballot.
In the case (i) of a candidate who has died if the notice is filed with the proper official at least 25 days
before the day on which the election is to be held or (ii) of a candidate who has withdrawn or had his
nomination set aside if the notice is filed with the proper official at least 60 days before the day on
which the election is to be held, the electoral board or boards having charge of the printing of the bal-
lots for such election shall either:

1. Cause to be printed thereon the name of every person qualifying as provided in this article; or

2. If ballots for the election have already been printed, cause separate ballots to be printed for the
office on which shall be printed the name of every person qualifying as provided in this article and of
any other party or nonparty candidate for the same office who had already qualified to have his name
printed on the ballot. In addition, the electoral board may cause to be stricken from the earlier printed
ballots the title of the office involved and the names of all candidates for that office appearing thereon.

If the candidate so dying, withdrawing or having his nomination set aside is a candidate for an office to
which more than one person is to be elected and none of the candidates was opposed prior to such
death, withdrawal, or setting aside, then the ballots shall be so printed as to permit the electors to vote
separately for the remaining unopposed candidate or candidates, and for such persons who filed
notice of candidacy as provided in this article.

Whenever any additional candidate qualifies as provided in this article, no votes previously cast by
absentee ballot for a candidate for such office shall be counted, but any person who has so voted
shall be entitled to receive a new ballot and to vote for his choice among all the candidates for such
office.

Code 1950, §§ 24-234, 24-235; 1970, c. 462, § 24.1-110; 1976, c. 616; 1980, c. 639; 1984, c. 480;
1990, c. 476; 1992, c. 828; 1993, c. 641; 2003, c. 476.

Article 6 - NOMINATIONS FOR PRESIDENTIAL ELECTIONS

§ 24.2-542. State Board to be furnished names of electors selected by political parties; oaths of
electors.
In elections for President and Vice President of the United States, the appropriate chairman or sec-
retary of each political party shall furnish to the State Board by noon of the seventy-fourth day before
the presidential election (i) the names of the electors selected by the party at its convention held for
that purpose, together with the names of the political party and of the candidates for President and
Vice President for whom the electors are required to vote in the Electoral College and (ii) a copy of a
subscribed and notarized oath by each elector stating that he will, if elected, cast his ballot for the
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candidates for President and Vice President nominated by the party that selected the elector, or as the
party may direct in the event of death, withdrawal or disqualification of the party nominee. In the event
of the death or withdrawal of a candidate of a political party for President or Vice President, that party
may substitute the name of a different candidate before the State Board certifies to the county and city
electoral boards the form of the official ballots. The State Board shall also be furnished, if it requests,
with satisfactory evidence that any person undertaking to act as an elector on behalf of any political
party is, in fact, duly and properly authorized to do so.

Code 1950, § 24-290.1; 1950, p. 246; 1970, c. 462, § 24.1-158; 1982, c. 650; 1984, c. 480; 1993, c.
641; 1996, c. 574; 2001, c. 630.

§ 24.2-542.1. State Board to be furnished names of electors selected by political parties; certain
national conventions.
Notwithstanding the provisions of § 24.2-542, (i) the state political party chairman of a political party
whose national convention has been scheduled to be held after the seventy-fourth day before the pres-
idential election, shall file by noon on the seventy-fourth day before the presidential election, with the
certification of its at-large electors, a certification of the persons expected to be nominated for Pres-
ident and Vice President at its national convention; (ii) the State Board of Elections shall certify can-
didates to the local electoral boards and ballot preparation shall proceed based on the state party
chairman's certifications; and (iii) the persons nominated by the party at its national convention shall
be certified to the State Board no later than 5:00 p.m. on the sixtieth day before the presidential elec-
tion.

2003, c. 808.

§ 24.2-543. How other groups may submit names of electors; oaths of electors.
A. A group of qualified voters, not constituting a political party as defined in § 24.2-101, may have the
names of electors selected by them, including one elector residing in each congressional district and
two from the Commonwealth at large, printed upon the official ballot to be used in the election of elect-
ors for President and Vice President by filing a petition pursuant to this section. The petition shall be
filed with the State Board by noon of the seventy-fourth day before the presidential election. The peti-
tion shall be signed by at least 5,000 qualified voters and include signatures of at least 200 qualified
voters from each congressional district. The petition shall be signed by petitioners on and after Janu-
ary 1 of the year of the presidential election only and contain the residence address of each petitioner.
The signature of each petitioner shall be witnessed either by a person who is a constitutionally qual-
ified candidate for President of the United States, who may witness his own petition, or by a person
who is not a minor or a felon whose voting rights have not been restored and whose affidavit to that
effect appears on each page of the petition. Each such person circulating a petition who is not a legal
resident of the Commonwealth shall sign a statement on the affidavit that he consents to the jur-
isdiction of the courts of Virginia in resolving any disputes concerning the circulation of petitions, or sig-
natures contained therein, by that person. The signatures of qualified voters collected by a
nonresident petition circulator who fails to sign such statement, or who later fails to appear or produce
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documents when properly served with a subpoena to do so, shall not be counted towards the min-
imum number of signatures required pursuant to this subsection.

The petition shall state the names of the electors selected by the petitioners, the party name under
which they desire the named electors to be listed on the ballot, and the names of the candidates for
President and Vice President for whom the electors are required to vote in the Electoral College. The
persons filing the petition shall file with it a copy of a subscribed and notarized oath by each elector
stating that he will, if elected, cast his ballot for the candidates for President and Vice President
named in the petition, or as the party may direct in the event of death, withdrawal or disqualification of
the party nominee. In order to utilize a selected party name on the ballot, the petitioners shall have had
a state central committee composed of registered voters from each congressional district of the Com-
monwealth, a party plan and bylaws, and a duly designated chairman and secretary in existence and
holding office for at least six months prior to filing the petition. The State Board may require proof that
the petitioners meet these requirements before permitting use of a party name on the ballot. The party
name shall not be identical with or substantially similar to the name of any political party qualifying
under § 24.2-101 and then in existence.

In the event of the death or withdrawal of a candidate for President or Vice President qualified to
appear on the ballot by party name, that party may substitute the name of a different candidate before
the State Board certifies to the county and city electoral boards the form of the official ballots.

In the event that a group of qualified voters meets the requirements set forth in this section except that
they cannot utilize a party name, the electors selected and the candidates for President and Vice Pres-
ident shall be identified and designated as "Independent" on the ballot. Substitution of a different can-
didate for Vice President may be made by the candidate for President before the State Board certifies
to the county and city electoral boards the form of the official ballot.

In the event of the death or disqualification of any person listed as an elector for candidates for Pres-
ident and Vice President on a petition filed pursuant to this section, the party or candidate for Pres-
ident, as applicable, may substitute the name of a different elector. Such substitution shall not
invalidate any petition of qualified voters circulated with the name of the deceased or disqualified
elector provided that notice of the substitution is filed with the State Board by noon of the seventy-
fourth day before the presidential election. Notice of the substitution and the name of any substitute
elector shall be submitted on a form prepared by the State Board.

B. If the State Board determines that a candidate for President does not qualify to have his name
appear on the ballot pursuant to this section by reason of the candidate's filed petition not containing
the minimum number of signatures of qualified voters for the office sought, the candidate may appeal
the determination to the State Board within seven calendar days of the issuance of the notice of dis-
qualification. The notice of disqualification shall be sent by email or regular mail to the address on file
for the candidate, and such notice shall be deemed sufficient. The State Board shall hear the appeal
within three business days of its filing.



The State Board shall develop procedures for the conduct of such an appeal. The consideration on
appeal shall be limited to whether or not the signatures on the petitions that were filed were reas-
onably rejected according to the requirements of this title and the rules and procedures set forth by the
State Board for checking petitions. Immediately after the conclusion of the appeal hearing, the State
Board shall notify the candidate of its decision in writing. The decision on appeal shall be final and not
subject to further appeal.

Code 1950, § 24-290.3; 1952, c. 330; 1964, c. 542; 1968, c. 284; 1970, c. 462, § 24.1-159; 1982, c.
650; 1984, c. 480; 1993, c. 641; 1994, c. 149; 1998, cc. 152, 246; 2000, cc. 232, 252; 2001, c. 630;
2003, c. 477; 2012, cc. 166, 538; 2013, cc. 521, 550, 684; 2020, c. 501.

Article 7 - PRESIDENTIAL YEAR PRIMARIES

§ 24.2-544. Time presidential primaries to be held and completion of duties by officers of election;
age qualifications for participation.
A. Primaries for the nomination of candidates for the office of President of the United States to be
voted on at the November 2012 general election and the November general election in each pres-
idential election year thereafter shall be held on the first Tuesday in March preceding the November
general election.

B. The provisions of this title shall apply to the conduct of presidential election year primaries includ-
ing the time limits applicable to notices and candidate filing deadlines and the closing of registration
records before the primary. The State Board shall provide a schedule for the notices and filing dead-
lines by the August 1 prior to the March primary including a campaign finance disclosure report filing
schedule adjusted to reflect the differences between the June date for other primaries and the March
date for the presidential primary and primaries for the nomination of candidates for offices to be voted
on at the general election date in May.

C. Notwithstanding any other provision of law to the contrary, any officer of election who serves at any
election held on the first Tuesday in March shall be required to complete his official duties relating to
that election whether or not he has been reappointed to serve for the ensuing year.

D. Notwithstanding any other provision of law to the contrary, any person who is otherwise qualified
and will be 18 years of age on or before the day of the next November general election shall be per-
mitted to register in advance of and also vote in any presidential primary and any other primary held
on the same day.

1999, c. 972; 2000, cc. 1, 856; 2003, cc. 815, 823; 2006, c. 205; 2011, cc. 570, 584.

§ 24.2-545. Presidential primary.
A. The duly constituted authorities of the state political party shall have the right to determine the
method by which the state party will select its delegates to the national convention to choose the
party's nominees for President and Vice President of the United States including a presidential
primary or another method determined by the party. The state chairman shall notify the State Board of
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the party's determination at least 90 days before the primary date. If the party has determined that it
will hold a presidential primary, each registered voter of the Commonwealth shall be given an oppor-
tunity to participate in the presidential primary of the political party, as defined in § 24.2-101, subject to
requirements determined by the political party for participation in its presidential primary. The require-
ments may include, but shall not be limited to, the signing of a pledge by the voter of his intention to
support the party's candidate when offering to vote in the primary. The requirements applicable to a
party's primary shall be determined at least 90 days prior to the primary date and certified to, and
approved by, the State Board.

B. Any person seeking the nomination of the national political party for the office of President of the
United States, or any group organized in the Commonwealth on behalf of, and with the consent of
such person, may file with the State Board petitions signed by at least 5,000 qualified voters, including
at least 200 qualified voters from each congressional district in the Commonwealth, who attest that
they intend to participate in the primary of the same political party as the candidate for whom the peti-
tions are filed. Such petitions shall be filed with the State Board by the primary filing deadline. The peti-
tions shall be on a form prescribed by the State Board and shall be sealed in one or more containers
to which is attached a written statement giving the name of the presidential candidate and the number
of signatures on the petitions contained in the containers. Such person or group shall also attach a list
of the names of persons who would be elected delegates and alternate delegates to the political
party's national convention if the person wins the primary and the party has determined that its del-
egates will be selected pursuant to the primary. The slate of delegates and alternates shall comply
with the rules of the national and state party.

The State Board shall transmit the material so filed to the state chairman of the party of the candidate
immediately after the primary filing deadline. The sealed containers containing the petitions for a can-
didate may be opened only by the state chairman of the party of the candidate. The state chairman of
the party shall, by the deadline set by the State Board, furnish to the State Board the names of all can-
didates who have satisfied the requirements of this section. In furnishing the name of each such can-
didate, the state chairman shall certify that a review of the filed candidate petitions found the required
minimum number of signatures of qualified voters for that office to have been met. Whenever only one
candidate for a party's nomination for President of the United States has met the requirements to have
his name on the ballot, he will be declared the winner and no presidential primary for that party will be
held.

C. The names of all candidates in the presidential primary of each political party shall appear on the
ballot in an order determined by lot by the State Board.

D. The State Board shall certify the results of the presidential primary to the state chairman. If the party
has determined that its delegates and alternates will be selected pursuant to the primary, the slate of
delegates and alternates of the candidate receiving the most votes in the primary shall be deemed
elected by the state party unless the party has determined another method for allocation of delegates
and alternates. If the party has determined to use another method for selecting delegates and
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alternates, those delegates and alternates shall be bound to vote on the first ballot at the national con-
vention for the candidate receiving the most votes in the primary unless that candidate releases those
delegates and alternates from such vote.

E. The election, or binding of votes, of delegates to a political party's national convention for the nom-
ination of that party's candidates for President and Vice President of the United States through the
presidential primary process shall be considered to be equivalent to a primary for the nomination of a
party's candidate.

F. The cost of the presidential primary shall be paid by the Commonwealth pursuant to the provisions
of the appropriation act.

1999, c. 972; 2000, c. 379; 2003, c. 1015; 2011, cc. 570, 584; 2013, cc. 443, 521, 550.

Chapter 6 - THE ELECTION

Article 1 - GENERAL PROVISIONS; POLLING PLACES

§ 24.2-600. Cost of elections.
The cost of conducting elections under this title shall be paid by the counties and cities, respectively.
The cost of town elections shall be paid by the towns.

Code 1950, §§ 24-172, 24-177; 1970, c. 462, §§ 24.1-93, 24.1-96; 1993, c. 641.

§ 24.2-601. Town election process.
The electoral board and general registrar of the county within which a town, or the greater part thereof,
is situated shall control the election process and carry out the applicable provisions of this title con-
cerning towns. For November elections for town offices in any town split between two or more
counties, the electoral board of the county in which the lesser part of the town is located shall (i)
include town offices on the ballot for the county, and (ii) report the results ascertained for those town
offices to the electoral board of the county in which the greatest part of the town is located for inclusion
in the results of that county pursuant to § 24.2-671.

Code 1950, §§ 24-170, 24-172, 24-175; 1970, c. 462, §§ 24.1-91, 24.1-93; 1971, Ex. Sess., c. 119;
1991, c. 137; 1993, c. 641; 2008, cc. 113, 394.

§ 24.2-602. Exemption for ballots and election materials from certain purchasing and procurement
requirements.
The provisions of Article 3, Division of Purchases and Supply, (§ 2.2-1109 et seq.) of Chapter 11 of
Title 2.2 and of Articles 1 (§ 2.2-4300 et seq.), 2 (§ 2.2-4303 et seq.), 3 (§ 2.2-4343 et seq.), and 5 (§
2.2-4357 et seq.) of Chapter 43, Virginia Public Procurement Act, of Title 2.2 shall not apply to con-
tracts for equipment, software, services, the printing of ballots or statements of results, or other mater-
ials essential to the conduct of the election. The provisions of Articles 4 (§ 2.2-4347 et seq.) and 6 (§
2.2-4367 et seq.) of Chapter 43, Virginia Public Procurement Act, of Title 2.2 shall apply to such con-
tracts.
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1980, c. 639, § 24.1-113.1; 1981, c. 425; 1982, c. 647; 1992, c. 105; 1993, c. 641; 2004, cc. 993, 1010.

§ 24.2-603. Hours polls to be open; closing the polls.
At all elections, the polls shall be open at each polling place at 6:00 a.m. on the day of the election
and closed at 7:00 p.m. on the same day except as provided for central absentee voter precincts pur-
suant to subsection G of § 24.2-712.

At 6:45 p.m. an officer of election shall announce that the polls will close in fifteen minutes. The
officers of election shall list the names of all qualified voters in line before the polling place at 7:00
p.m. and permit those voters and no others to vote after 7:00 p.m.

Code 1950, §§ 24-182, 24-184; 1950, p. 462; 1958, c. 160; 1962, c. 536; 1966, c. 116; 1970, c. 462, §§
24.1-98, 24.1-99; 1981, c. 425; 1993, c. 641; 2008, c. 423; 2021, Sp. Sess. I, cc. 471, 522.

§ 24.2-603.1. Postponement of certain elections; state of emergency.
For purposes of this section, "election" means (i) any local or state referendum, (ii) any primary, spe-
cial, or general election for local or state office except a general election for Governor, Lieutenant
Governor, Attorney General and the General Assembly, (iii) any primary for federal office including any
primary for the nomination of candidates for the office of President of the United States, or (iv) any fed-
eral special election to fill a vacancy in the United States Senate or the United States House of Rep-
resentatives. In the event of a state of emergency declared by the Governor pursuant to Chapter 3.2 (§
44-146.13 et seq.) of Title 44 or declared by the President of the United States or the governor of
another state pursuant to law and confirmed by the Governor by an executive order, the Governor may
postpone an election by executive order in areas affected by the emergency to a date, notwithstanding
the provisions of § 24.2-682, not to exceed 14 days from the original date of the election.

If a local governing body determines that a longer postponement is required, it may petition a three-
judge panel of the Virginia Supreme Court, to include the Chief Justice as the presiding Justice, for an
extension. The Chief Justice shall choose the other two Justices by lot. The Court may postpone the
election to a date it deems appropriate, notwithstanding the provisions of § 24.2-682, not to exceed 30
days from the original date of the election.

Only those persons duly registered to vote as of the original date of the election shall be entitled to
vote in the rescheduled election.

If, as a direct result of the emergency, any ballots already cast at the polling places or equipment on
which ballots have been cast, or any voted absentee ballots already received by the appropriate elec-
tion officials or any equipment on which absentee ballots have already been cast have been des-
troyed or otherwise damaged so that such ballots cannot be counted manually or by a voting system,
the Governor (i) shall specify that such ballots or votes previously cast by machinery or paper need to
be recast on or by the rescheduled election date so that they may be counted and (ii) shall direct the
appropriate election officials to immediately send replacement absentee ballots to all absentee voters
whose voted ballots are known to have been so destroyed or damaged. Such instructions may be
issued by executive order separately from the executive order postponing the election. Any absentee
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ballots duly cast and received by the rescheduled election date and able to be counted shall be valid
and counted when determining the results of the rescheduled election; however, if more than one
absentee ballot is received from any voter, only the first absentee ballot received and able to be coun-
ted shall be counted. Any person who was duly registered to vote as of the original date of the elec-
tion, and who has not voted, or who is permitted to recast their ballot due to the emergency, may vote
by absentee ballot in accordance with the provisions of Chapter 7 (§ 24.2-700 et seq.) in the res-
cheduled election. Official ballots shall not be invalidated on the basis that they contain the original
election date.

If the postponement of the election is ordered after voting at the polls on the original election date has
already commenced, all qualified voters in a precinct in which any voted ballots, voting equipment con-
taining voted ballots or pollbooks recording who has already voted in that precinct have been des-
troyed or damaged as a direct result of the emergency, so that the votes cannot be counted or it cannot
be determined who has already voted, shall be allowed to vote in the rescheduled election, and no
votes cast at the polls on the original election date shall be counted. If the postponement of the elec-
tion is ordered after voting at the polls on the original election date has already commenced and no
ballots cast at the polls, voting equipment containing voted ballots, or pollbooks recording who has
already voted in that election in that precinct have been destroyed or damaged as a direct result of the
emergency, only qualified voters who had not yet voted shall be eligible to vote on the rescheduled
election day and all votes cast on the original and postponed election dates shall be counted at the
close of the polls on the rescheduled election day.

The provisions of § 24.2-663 requiring the voiding of all ballots received from any voter who votes
more than once in the same election shall not apply to ballots otherwise lawfully cast or recast pur-
suant to this section; however, no more than one ballot may be counted from any voter in the same
election. If one ballot has already been counted, any additional ballots from the same voter shall be
void and shall not be counted. The provisions of § 24.2-1004 or any other law prohibiting any voter
from voting more than once in the same election, or any oath attesting to the same, shall not apply to
ballots otherwise lawfully cast or recast pursuant to this section.

No results shall be tallied or votes counted in any postponed election before the closing of the polls on
the rescheduled election date. Officers of election in unaffected areas shall count and report the res-
ults for the postponed election after the close of the polls on the rescheduled election date. The count-
ing may take place at the precinct or another location determined by the local electoral board.

The State Board shall prescribe appropriate procedures to implement this section.

2002, cc. 785, 819; 2004, c. 205; 2014, cc. 540, 576.

§ 24.2-604. Polling places; prohibited activities; prohibited area; penalties.
A. During the times the polls are open and ballots are being counted, or within one hour of opening or
after closing, it is unlawful for any person (i) to loiter or congregate within 40 feet of any entrance of
any polling place; (ii) within such distance to give, tender, or exhibit any ballot, ticket, or other
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campaign material to any person or to solicit or in any manner attempt to influence any person in cast-
ing his vote; (iii) to hinder or delay a qualified voter in entering or leaving a polling place; or (iv) to
knowingly possess any firearm as defined in § 18.2-308.2:2 within 40 feet of any building, or part
thereof, used as a polling place.

B. Prior to opening the polls, the officers of election shall post, in the area within 40 feet of any
entrance to the polling place, sufficient notices that state "Prohibited Area" in two-inch type. The
notices shall also state the provisions of this section in not less than 24-point type. The officers of elec-
tion shall post the notices within the prohibited area to be visible to voters and the public.

C. It is unlawful for any authorized representative permitted in the polling place pursuant to § 24.2-
604.4, any voter, or any other person in the room to (i) hinder or delay a qualified voter; (ii) give,
tender, or exhibit any ballot, ticket, or other campaign material to any person; (iii) solicit or in any man-
ner attempt to influence any person in casting his vote; (iv) hinder or delay any officer of election; (v)
be in a position to see the marked ballot of any other voter; or (vi) otherwise impede the orderly con-
duct of the election.

D. The provisions of subsections A and C shall not be construed to prohibit a person who approaches
or enters the polling place for the purpose of voting from wearing a shirt, hat, or other apparel on which
a candidate's name or a political slogan appears or from having a sticker or button attached to his
apparel on which a candidate's name or a political slogan appears. This exemption shall not apply to
candidates, representatives of candidates, or any other person who approaches or enters the polling
place for any purpose other than voting.

E. This section shall not be construed to prohibit a candidate from entering any polling place on the
day of the election to vote, or to visit a polling place for no longer than 10 minutes per polling place per
election day, provided that he complies with the restrictions stated in subsections A, C, and D.

F. The provisions of clause (iv) of subsection A shall not apply to (i) any law-enforcement officer or any
retired law-enforcement officer qualified pursuant to subsection C of § 18.2-308.016; (ii) any person
occupying his own private property that falls within 40 feet of a polling place; or (iii) an armed security
officer, licensed pursuant to Article 4 (§ 9.1-138 et seq.) of Chapter 1 of Title 9.1, whose employment
or performance of his duties occurs within 40 feet of any building, or part thereof, used as a polling
place.

G. The officers of election may require any person who is found by a majority of the officers present to
be in violation of this section to remain outside of the prohibited area. Any person violating subsection
A or C is guilty of a Class 1 misdemeanor.

Code 1950, §§ 24-186, 24-188; 1970, c. 462, § 24.1-101; 1971, Ex. Sess., c. 119; 1973, c. 30; 1974, c.
428; 1975, c. 515; 1984, c. 480; 1993, cc. 413, 641; 1997, c. 328; 2000, cc. 215, 268; 2003, c. 1015;
2007, c. 672; 2009, cc. 396, 494, 865, 870, 874; 2010, cc. 448, 707; 2012, cc. 754, 826; 2015, cc. 133,
575; 2016, cc. 15, 18, 491, 492; 2018, c. 700; 2020, c. 561; 2021, Sp. Sess. I, c. 459.

§ 24.2-604.1. Signs for special entrances to polling places.
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The electoral board or the general registrar shall provide and have posted outside each polling place
appropriate signs to direct people with disabilities and elderly persons to any special entrance
designed for their use.

1993, c. 160, § 24.1-97.1; 1993, c. 641; 2016, cc. 18, 492.

§ 24.2-604.2. Polling places; prohibited area; emergency situations.
If an emergency causes the dimensions of the prohibited area for a polling place to be perceived as
increasing the risk of danger for persons outside the polling place, the electoral board may modify the
distance requirements for the prohibited area, subject to the prior approval of the State Board. For pur-
poses of this section, an "emergency" includes a state of emergency declared by the Governor pur-
suant to Chapter 3.2 (§ 44-146.13 et seq.) of Title 44 or declared by the President of the United States.

2003, c. 241.

§ 24.2-604.3. Election day page program; high school students.
A. The local electoral board, or its general registrar, may conduct a special election day page program
for high school students in one or more polling places designated by the electoral board or the general
registrar, which may include a central absentee voter precinct. Students shall be selected for the elec-
tion day page program by the electoral board or the general registrar in cooperation with high school
authorities. The program shall be designed to stimulate the pages' interest in elections and registering
to vote, provide assistance to the officers of election, and ensure the safe entry and exit of elderly and
disabled voters from the polling place.

B. Each page shall receive, from a person designated by the electoral board, training on the duties,
responsibilities, and prohibited conduct of election pages. Each page shall take and sign an oath as
an election page, serve under the direct supervision of the chief officer of election of his assigned
polling place, and observe strict impartiality at all times.

C. Election pages may observe the electoral process and seek information from the chief officer of
election and may assist in the arrangement of the voting equipment, furniture, and other materials for
the conduct of the election but shall not enter any voting booth. Election pages may, at the direction
and under the direct supervision of the chief officer of election, assist in the counting of unmarked bal-
lots but shall not handle or touch ballots in any other circumstance.

2018, c. 700; 2020, c. 285.

§ 24.2-604.4. Polling places; authorized representatives of party or candidate; prohibited activities.
A. The officers of election shall permit one authorized representative of each political party or inde-
pendent candidate in a general or special election, or one authorized representative of each can-
didate in a primary election, to remain in the room in which the election is being conducted at all times.
A representative may serve part of the day and be replaced by successive representatives. The
officers of election shall have discretion to permit up to three authorized representatives of each polit-
ical party or independent candidate in a general or special election, or up to three authorized rep-
resentatives of each candidate in a primary election, to remain in the room in which the election is
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being conducted. The officers shall permit one such representative for each pollbook station.
However, no more than one such representative for each pollbook station or three representatives of
any political party or independent candidate, whichever number is larger, shall be permitted in the
room at any one time.

B. Each authorized representative shall be a qualified voter of any jurisdiction of the Commonwealth.
No candidate whose name is printed on the ballot shall serve as a representative of a party or can-
didate for purposes of this section.

Each representative shall present to the officers of election a written statement designating him to be a
representative of the party or candidate that is signed by the county or city chairman of his political
party, the independent candidate, or the primary candidate, as appropriate. If the county or city chair-
man is unavailable to sign such a written designation, such a designation may be made by the state or
district chairman of the political party. However, no written designation made by a state or district chair-
man shall take precedence over a written designation made by the county or city chairman. Such state-
ment, bearing the chairman's or candidate's original signature, may be photocopied, and such
photocopy shall be as valid as if the copy had been signed.

C. Authorized representatives shall be allowed, whether in a regular polling place or central absentee
voter precinct, to be close enough to the voter check-in table to be able to hear and see what is occur-
ring; however, such observation shall not violate the secret vote provision of Article II, Section 3 of the
Constitution of Virginia or otherwise interfere with the orderly process of the election. Any rep-
resentative who complains to the chief officer of election that he is unable to hear or see the process
may accept the chief officer's decision or, if dissatisfied, he may immediately appeal the decision to
the local electoral board or general registrar.

D. Authorized representatives shall be allowed, whether in a regular polling place or central absentee
voter precinct, to use a handheld wireless communications device but shall not be allowed to use
such a device to capture a digital image inside the polling place or central absentee voter precinct.
The officers of election may prohibit the use of cellular telephones or other handheld wireless com-
munications devices if such use will result in a violation of subsection A or C of § 24.2-604 or § 24.2-
607.

E. Authorized representatives shall not be allowed in any case to provide assistance to any voter as
permitted under § 24.2-649 or to wear any indication that they are authorized to assist voters either
inside the polling place or within 40 feet of any entrance to the polling place.

F. The officers of election may require any person who is found by a majority of the officers present to
be in violation of this section to remain outside of the prohibited area.

2020, c. 561.

§ 24.2-604.5. Polling places; presence of additional persons authorized.
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A. A local electoral board or general registrar may authorize in writing the presence in the polling
place of additional neutral observers as may be deemed appropriate, except as otherwise prohibited
or limited by the provisions of § 24.2-604. Such observers shall comply with the restrictions in sub-
sections A and C of § 24.2-604 and shall not be allowed in any case to provide assistance to any
voter as permitted under § 24.2-649 or to wear any indication that they are authorized to assist voters
either inside the polling place or within 40 feet of any entrance to the polling place. The officers of elec-
tion may require any person who is found by a majority of the officers present to be in violation of this
subsection to remain outside of the prohibited area.

B. The officers of election shall permit representatives of the news media to visit and film or pho-
tograph inside the polling place for a reasonable and limited period of time while the polls are open.
However, the media (i) shall comply with the restrictions in subsections A and C of § 24.2-604; (ii)
shall not film or photograph any person who specifically asks the media representative at that time that
he not be filmed or photographed; (iii) shall not film or photograph the voter or the ballot in such a way
that divulges how any individual voter is voting; and (iv) shall not film or photograph the voter list or
any other voter record or material at the precinct in such a way that it divulges the name or other inform-
ation concerning any individual voter. Any interviews with voters, candidates, or other persons; live
broadcasts; or taping of reporters' remarks shall be conducted outside of the polling place and the pro-
hibited area. The officers of election may require any person who is found by a majority of the officers
present to be in violation of this subsection to leave the polling place and the prohibited area.

2020, c. 561.

§ 24.2-604.6. Polling places; simulated election activities.
Minors may be permitted to enter a polling place on the day of the election to vote in a simulated elec-
tion at that polling place, provided that the local electoral board or general registrar has determined
that such polling place can accommodate simulated election activities without interference or sub-
stantial delay in the orderly conduct of the official voting process. Persons supervising or working in a
simulated election in which minors vote may remain within such polling place. The local electoral
board or general registrar and the chief officer for the polling place shall exercise authority over, but
shall have no responsibility for the administration of, simulated election related activities at the polling
place.

2020, c. 561.

§ 24.2-605. Loudspeakers prohibited at polls; penalty.
Notwithstanding any contrary statute or ordinance of a county, city, or town, except for school pur-
poses or in an emergency, no loudspeaker shall be used within 300 feet of a polling place on an elec-
tion day. Any person violating this section shall be guilty of a Class 4 misdemeanor.

1976, c. 616, § 24.1-96.1; 1993, c. 641.

§ 24.2-606. Preservation of order at elections.
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The officers of election, with the consent of the chief law-enforcement officer for the county or city, may
designate a law-enforcement officer who shall attend at the polling place and preserve order inside
and outside the polling place.

Code 1950, § 24-189; 1970, c. 462, § 24.1-103; 1993, c. 641; 2021, Sp. Sess. I, c. 6.

§ 24.2-607. Prohibited conduct; intimidation of voters; disturbance of election; how prevented; pen-
alties.
A. It shall be unlawful for any person to hinder, intimidate, or interfere with any qualified voter so as to
prevent the voter from casting a secret ballot. The officers of election may order a person violating this
subsection to cease such action. If such person does not promptly desist, the officers of election, or a
majority of them, may order the arrest of such person by any person authorized by law to make arrests,
and, by their warrant, may commit him to the county or city jail, as the case may be, for a period not
exceeding twenty-four hours. Any person violating this subsection shall be guilty of a Class 1 mis-
demeanor.

B. No person shall conduct himself in a noisy or riotous manner at or about the polls so as to disturb
the election or insult or abuse an officer of election. Any person authorized to make arrests may forth-
with arrest a person engaging in such conduct and bring him before the officers of the election, and
they, by their warrant, may commit him to the county or city jail, as the case may be, for a period not
exceeding twenty-four hours; but they shall permit him to vote if he is so entitled.

Code 1950, §§ 24-190, 24-192; 1970, c. 462, § 24.1-104; 1993, c. 641.

§ 24.2-608. Officers to decide order of voting.
The officers of election shall promptly decide any dispute as to the order in which qualified voters may
vote, deciding who first offered, or if two or more offered at the same time, selecting the one who may
vote first.

Code 1950, § 24-187; 1970, c. 462, § 24.1-102; 1993, c. 641.

§ 24.2-609. Voting booths.
Each electoral board or general registrar shall provide at each polling place in the county or city one
or more voting booths. At least one booth shall be an enclosure which permits the voter to vote by prin-
ted ballot in secret and is equipped with a writing surface, operative writing implements, and adequate
lighting. Enclosures for voting equipment shall provide for voting in secret and be adequately lighted.
"Voting booth" includes enclosures for voting printed ballots and for voting equipment.

Code 1950, §§ 24-185, 24-302; 1970, c. 462, §§ 24.1-100, 24.1-212; 1971, Ex. Sess., c. 119; 1985, c.
458; 1993, c. 641; 2014, cc. 540, 576; 2016, cc. 18, 492.

§ 24.2-610. Materials at polling places.
A. The Department shall provide copies of this title to each member of the electoral boards and to
each general registrar for each precinct in the county or city. The general registrar shall furnish a copy
of this title to each precinct for the use of the officers of election on election day.
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B. Pursuant to subdivision A 7 of § 24.2-404, the Department shall transmit to the general registrar of
each county and city pollbooks for each precinct in which the election is to be held. For each primary
and general election, the general registrar shall produce and distribute a printed copy of the pollbook
to each precinct. The data elements printed or otherwise provided for each voter on the pollbooks
shall be uniform throughout the Commonwealth.

C. The electoral board, general registrar, and officers of election shall comply with the requirements of
this title and the instructions of the State Board to ensure that the pollbooks, ballots, voting equipment
keys, and other materials and supplies required to conduct the election are delivered to the polling
place before 6:00 a.m. on the day of the election and delivered to the proper official following the elec-
tion.

Code 1950, §§ 24-115, 24-207 through 24-209, 24-256, 24-306; 1950, p. 245; 1956, c. 235; 1958, c.
605; 1962, c. 536; 1968, c. 141; 1970, c. 462, §§ 24.1-57, 24.1-107, 24.1-134, 24.1-316; 1971, Ex.
Sess., c. 119; 1972, cc. 620, 794; 1974, c. 428; 1975, c. 515, § 24.1-100.1; 1978, c. 778; 1981, c. 425;
1982, c. 650; 1985, c. 458; 1993, c. 641; 2003, c. 1015; 2016, cc. 18, 492; 2020, c. 297.

§ 24.2-611. Form and signing of pollbooks; records of persons voting; electronic pollbooks.
A. The following oath shall be on a form prescribed by the State Board, administered to all officers of
election, and kept by the officers of election with the pollbook:

"I do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I will perform the duties for this election according to law and the
best of my ability, and that I will studiously endeavor to prevent fraud, deceit, and abuse in conducting
this election."

The oath shall be administered to each officer of election by the general registrar, a member of the
electoral board, or an officer of election designated by the general registrar and secretary of the elect-
oral board, who shall be so identified on the form. The oath shall be signed by each officer of election
and the person administering the oath. The pollbook shall be marked to identify the election for which
it is used.

B. The Department shall provide the pollbook pursuant to subdivision A 7 of § 24.2-404. The pollbook
shall (i) provide a space for the officer of election to record the name and consecutive number of the
voter at the time he offers to vote and (ii) be retained in accordance with the provisions governing poll-
books in this title. The Department shall make available a numerical check sheet required to be used
with pollbooks in printed form to determine the consecutive number to be recorded with the name of
the voter by the officer of election. In electronic pollbooks, the consecutive number shall be entered
automatically when the officer of election records that the voter has voted. When the name and num-
ber of the last qualified voter have been entered on the pollbook, the officer of election responsible for
that pollbook shall sign a statement on the check sheet, or on a separate form if an electronic pollbook
is used, certifying the number of qualified registrants who have voted. The Department shall provide
instructions to the local electoral boards, general registrars, and officers of election for the conduct of
the election and for procedures for entering a voting record for each voter and recording each voter's
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name, including voters unable to enter the polling place, and for verifying the accurate entry of the vot-
ing record for each registrant on the Virginia Voter Registration System. Notwithstanding any other pro-
vision of this title, for any election held on or after November 1, 2020, all pollbooks provided by the
Department shall be in electronic form only.

C. The Department shall incorporate safeguards to assure that the records of the election, including
the pollbook, voter count sheets, or other alternative records, will provide promptly an accurate and
secure record of those who have voted.

D. Any locality may expend its own funds to purchase electronic pollbooks that have been approved
for use in elections by the State Board.

E. The general registrar shall produce a paper copy of the pollbook specified in subsection B for each
precinct in any primary or general election.

F. In the event that the electronic pollbooks for a precinct fail to operate properly and no alternative
voter list or pollbook is available, the officers of election, in accordance with the instructions and mater-
ials approved by the State Board, shall (i) maintain a written list of the persons voting and (ii) provide
to each person voting a provisional ballot to be cast as provided in § 24.2-653.

Code 1950, § 24-257; 1970, c. 462, § 24.1-135; 1971, Ex. Sess., c. 119; 1976, c. 616; 1980, c. 639;
1981, c. 425; 1993, c. 641; 1994, c. 321; 1999, c. 810; 2000, c. 2; 2001, c. 839; 2002, cc. 66, 216, 785,
819; 2003, c. 1015; 2008, cc. 88, 424; 2010, c. 812; 2011, c. 810; 2020, c. 297.

Article 2 - Ballots

§ 24.2-612. List of offices and candidates filed with Department of Elections and checked for accur-
acy; when ballots printed; number required.
Immediately after the expiration of the time provided by law for a candidate for any office to qualify to
have his name printed on the official ballot and prior to printing the ballots for an election, each gen-
eral registrar shall forward to the Department of Elections a list of the county, city, or town offices to be
filled at the election and the names of all candidates who have filed for each office. In addition, each
general registrar shall forward the name of any candidate who failed to qualify with the reason for his
disqualification. On that same day, the general registrar shall also provide a copy of the notice to each
disqualified candidate. The notice shall be sent by email or regular mail to the address on the can-
didate's certificate of candidate qualification, and such notice shall be deemed sufficient. The Depart-
ment of Elections shall promptly advise the general registrar of the accuracy of the list. The failure of
any general registrar to send the list to the Department of Elections for verification shall not invalidate
any election.

Each general registrar shall have printed the number of ballots he determines will be sufficient to con-
duct the election. Such determination shall be based on the number of active registered voters and his-
torical election data, including voter turnout, and shall be subject to the approval by the electoral
board.
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Notwithstanding any other provisions of this title, the Department of Elections may print or otherwise
provide one statewide paper ballot style for each paper ballot style in use for presidential and vice-
presidential electors for use only by persons eligible to vote for those offices only under § 24.2-402 or
only for federal elections under § 24.2-453. The Department of Elections may apportion or authorize
the printer or vendor to apportion the costs for these ballots among the localities based on the number
of ballots ordered. Any printer employed by the Department of Elections shall execute the statement
required by § 24.2-616. The Department of Elections shall designate a representative to be present at
the printing of such ballots and deliver them to the appropriate general registrars pursuant to § 24.2-
617. Upon receipt of such paper ballots, the electoral board or the general registrar shall affix the seal
of the electoral board. Thereafter, such ballots shall be handled and accounted for, and the votes coun-
ted as the Department of Elections shall specifically direct.

The general registrar shall make printed ballots available for absentee voting not later than 45 days
prior to any election or within three business days of the receipt of a properly completed absentee bal-
lot application, whichever is later. In the case of a special election, excluding for federal offices, if time
is insufficient to meet the applicable deadline established herein, then the general registrar shall make
printed ballots available as soon after the deadline as possible. For the purposes of this chapter, mak-
ing printed ballots available includes mailing of such ballots or electronic transmission of such ballots
pursuant to § 24.2-706 to a covered voter, as defined in § 24.2-452, who has applied for an absentee
ballot pursuant to § 24.2-701. Not later than five days after absentee ballots are made available, each
general registrar shall report to the Department of Elections, in writing on a form approved by the
Department of Elections, whether he has complied with the applicable deadline.

Only the names of candidates for offices to be voted on in a particular election district shall be printed
on the ballots for that election district.

The general registrar shall send to the Department of Elections a statement of the number of ballots
ordered to be printed, proofs of each printed ballot for verification, and copies of each final ballot. If the
Department of Elections finds that, in its opinion, the number of ballots ordered to be printed by any
general registrar is not sufficient, it may direct the general registrar to order the printing of a reasonable
number of additional ballots.

Code 1950, §§ 24-213, 24-214; 1952, c. 4; 1954, c. 513; 1956, c. 395; 1970, c. 462, § 24.1-109; 1972,
c. 620; 1980, c. 639; 1981, c. 425; 1984, c. 480; 1993, c. 641; 2003, c. 1015; 2009, c. 522; 2010, cc.
449, 645; 2011, cc. 427, 458; 2012, c. 353; 2013, c. 684; 2014, cc. 540, 576; 2015, c. 313; 2016, cc.
18, 492; 2017, cc. 167, 356; 2019, cc. 668, 669; 2020, cc. 1149, 1151, 1201.

§ 24.2-612.1. Ballots; death, withdrawal, or disqualification of candidates.
In the case of the death, withdrawal, or disqualification of any candidate, other than a party nominee,
who has qualified to have his name printed on the ballot for any election other than a presidential or
primary election, the Department of Elections shall take into account the time available before the elec-
tion and the status of the ballots for the election and shall have authority to direct the electoral boards
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on how to proceed to print the ballot without the candidate's name, correct the ballot to delete the can-
didate's name, or provide notice to voters of the death, withdrawal, or disqualification of the candidate.
If ballots are not corrected to delete the candidate's name, the general registrar shall provide a list of
candidates who have withdrawn to be posted in each polling place and to be available to the public. If
election information is posted on the official website for the county or city, notice of the candidate's
withdrawal shall also be posted on that website.

The Department shall have like authority in the case of the death, withdrawal, or disqualification of a
party nominee subject to the provisions of Article 5 (§ 24.2-539 et seq.) of Chapter 5.

1995, c. 329; 2017, c. 346.

§ 24.2-612.2. Notice of withdrawal of candidates.
A candidate who has qualified to have his name printed on the ballot for an election shall not be
deemed to have withdrawn from such election until he has submitted a signed written notice declaring
his intent to withdraw from such election and that notice has been received by the general registrar.
Such notice shall be provided to the general registrar of the county or city in which he resides. In the
case of an election held in more than one county or city, the recipient general registrar shall notify the
appropriate general registrars of the candidate's withdrawal.

The Department shall include in its candidate guidance documents the requirements and process for
candidate withdrawal.

2017, c. 346.

§ 24.2-613. Form of ballot.
A. The ballots shall comply with the requirements of this title and the standards prescribed by the
State Board. The names of all candidates to appear on the ballots shall be in the same font, size, and
style.

B. For elections for federal, statewide, and General Assembly offices only, each candidate who has
been nominated by a political party or in a primary election shall be identified by the name of his polit-
ical party. Independent candidates shall be identified by the term "Independent." For the purpose of
this section, any Independent candidate may, by producing sufficient and appropriate evidence of nom-
ination by a "recognized political party" to the State Board, have the term "Independent" on the ballot
converted to that of a "recognized political party" on the ballot and be treated on the ballot in a manner
consistent with the candidates nominated by political parties. For the purpose of this section, a "recog-
nized political party" is defined as an organization that, for at least six months preceding the filing of its
nominee for the office, has had in continual existence a state central committee composed of
registered voters residing in each congressional district of the Commonwealth, a party plan and
bylaws, and a duly elected state chairman and secretary. A letter from the state chairman of a recog-
nized political party certifying that a candidate is the nominee of that party and also signed by such
candidate accepting that nomination shall constitute sufficient and appropriate evidence of nomination
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by a recognized political party. The name of the political party, the name of the "recognized political
party," or term "Independent" may be shown by an initial or abbreviation to meet ballot requirements.

C. Except as provided for primary elections, the State Board shall determine by lot the order of the
political parties, and the names of all candidates for a particular office shall appear together in the
order determined for their parties. In an election district in which more than one person is nominated
by one political party for the same office, the candidates' names shall appear alphabetically in their
party groups under the name of the office, with sufficient space between party groups to indicate them
as such. For the purpose of this section, except as provided for presidential elections in § 24.2-614,
"recognized political parties" shall be treated as a class; the order of the recognized political parties
within the class shall be determined by lot by the State Board; and the class shall follow the political
parties as defined by § 24.2-101 and precede the independent class. Independent candidates shall be
treated as a class under "Independent", and their names shall be placed on the ballot after the political
parties and recognized political parties. Where there is more than one independent candidate for an
office, their names shall appear on the ballot in an order determined by the priority of time of filing for
the office. In the event two or more candidates file simultaneously, the order of filing shall then be
determined by lot by the electoral board as in the case of a tie vote for the office.

For the purposes of this subsection, "time of filing for the office" means the time at which an inde-
pendent candidate has filed his petition signature pages with a number of signatures at least equal to
the number required for the office pursuant to § 24.2-506. In the case of an office for which no petition
is required, "time of filing for the office" means the time at which the candidate has filed his completed
statement of qualification pursuant to § 24.2-501.

No individual's name shall appear on the ballot more than once for the same office.

D. On any ballot, all offices to be elected shall appear before any questions presented to the voters.

E. In preparing the printed ballots for general, special, and primary elections, the State Board and gen-
eral registrars shall cause to be printed in not less than 10-point type, immediately below the title of
any office, a statement of the number of candidates for whom votes may be cast for that office. For any
office to which only one candidate can be elected, the following language shall be used: "Vote for only
one." For any office to which more than one candidate can be elected, the following language shall be
used: "Vote for not more than ____."

F. Any locality that uses machine-readable ballots at one or more precincts, including any central
absentee precinct, may, with the approval of the State Board, use a printed reproduction of the
machine-readable ballot in lieu of the official machine-readable ballot. Such reproductions shall be
printed and otherwise handled in accordance with all laws and procedures that apply to official paper
ballots.

Code 1950, §§ 24-215, 24-217; 1970, c. 462, §§ 24.1-111, 24.1-113; 1971, Ex. Sess., c. 119; 1972, c.
620; 1973, c. 30; 1974, c. 428; 1980, c. 639; 1981, c. 425; 1993, c. 641; 2000, cc. 282, 514, 866; 2002,
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c. 738; 2008, c. 544; 2010, c. 204; 2014, cc. 540, 568, 576; 2016, c. 493; 2017, cc. 352, 364; 2018, cc.
464, 537; 2019, cc. 99, 283, 289.

§ 24.2-614. Preparation and form of presidential election ballots.
As soon as practicable after the seventy-fourth day before the presidential election, the State Board
shall certify to the general registrar of each county and city the form of official ballot for the presidential
election which shall be uniform throughout the Commonwealth. Each general registrar shall have the
official ballot printed at least 45 days preceding the election.

The ballot shall contain the name of each political party and the party group name, if any, specified by
the persons naming electors by petition pursuant to § 24.2-543. Below the party name in parentheses,
the ballot shall contain the words "Electors for __________, President and __________, Vice Pres-
ident" with the blanks filled in with the names of the candidates for President and Vice President for
whom the candidates for electors are expected to vote in the Electoral College.

Groups of petitioners qualifying for a party name under § 24.2-543 shall be treated as a class; the
order of the groups shall be determined by lot by the State Board; and the groups shall immediately
precede the independent class on the ballot. The names of the candidates within the independent
class shall be listed alphabetically.

Code 1950, §§ 24-215, 24-290.4; 1952, c. 330; 1970, c. 462, §§ 24.1-111, 24.1-160; 1971, Ex. Sess.,
c. 119; 1972, c. 620; 1973, c. 30; 1980, c. 639; 1981, c. 425; 1982, c. 650; 1984, c. 480; 1993, c. 641;
1997, c. 209; 2002, c. 738; 2016, cc. 18, 492; 2018, c. 464.

§ 24.2-615. Separate questions for proposed constitutional amendments, etc.; uniform ballots.
A separate question shall be presented for each of the following: proposed amendments to the Con-
stitution submitted to the qualified voters at one election; proposals submitted to the qualified voters
after a constitutional convention pursuant to Article XII, Section 2 of the Constitution; candidates for
President, Vice President, and presidential electors; and candidates for the Congress of the United
States.

The form of the ballot shall be the same throughout the election district in which the same candidates
are running to fill the same offices and throughout the district in which a question is submitted to the
voters.

Code 1950, § 24-216; 1952, c. 581; 1970, c. 462, § 24.1-112; 1971, Ex. Sess., c. 119; 1993, c. 641;
2018, c. 464.

§ 24.2-616. Duties of printer; statement; penalty.
The printer contracting with or employed by the electoral board or general registrar to print the ballots
shall sign a statement before the work is commenced agreeing, subject to felony penalties for making
false statements pursuant to § 24.2-1016, that he will print the number of ballots requested by the elect-
oral board or the general registrar in accordance with the instructions given by the electoral board or
the general registrar; that he will print, and permit to be printed, directly or indirectly, no more than that
number; that he will at once destroy all imperfect and perfect impressions other than those required to
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be delivered to the general registrar; that as soon as such number of ballots is printed he will distribute
the type, if any, used for such work; and that he will not communicate to anyone, in any manner, the
size, style, or contents of such ballots.

A similar statement shall be required of any employee or other person engaged in the work.

Code 1950, § 24-218; 1970, c. 462, § 24.1-114; 1976, c. 616; 1993, c. 641; 2016, cc. 18, 492.

§ 24.2-617. Representative of electoral board or general registrar to be present at printing; custody
of ballots; electoral board or general registrar may disclose contents, style, and size.
The electoral board or general registrar shall designate one person to be continuously present in the
room in which the ballots are printed from the start to the end of the work and ensure that the under-
takings of the printer's statement are complied with strictly. For the discharge of this duty the person,
other than a board member, shall receive at least $20 per day.

As soon as the ballots are printed they shall be securely wrapped and sealed, and the designated per-
son shall assure their delivery to the general registrar, allowing no one to examine them until delivery.

The designated person shall sign a statement, subject to felony penalties for making false statements
pursuant to § 24.2-1016, that he has faithfully performed his duties, that the printer has complied with
the requirements of law, and that only the requested number of ballots have been printed and are
being delivered to the general registrar.

This section shall not be construed to prohibit any electoral board or general registrar from publishing
or otherwise disclosing the contents, style, and size of ballots, which information electoral boards or
general registrars are authorized to publish or otherwise disclose.

Code 1950, §§ 24-219, 24-220.1, 24-221; 1970, c. 462, § 24.1-115; 1980, c. 639; 1993, c. 641; 2016,
cc. 18, 492.

§ 24.2-618. Delivery of ballots to electoral board or general registrar; checking and recording num-
ber.
A member of the electoral board or the general registrar, or an employee of the board or general regis-
trar designated by the electoral board or the general registrar, shall receive the ballots after they are
printed and shall certify the number of ballots received. This certificate shall be filed with other mater-
ials for the election.

Code 1950, §§ 24-223, 24-224; 1970, c. 462, § 24.1-116; 1993, c. 641; 1997, c. 460; 2016, cc. 18, 492.

§ 24.2-619. Sealing ballots.
A member of the electoral board or the general registrar, or some other person designated by the elect-
oral board or the general registrar, shall cause the seal of the board to be affixed in his presence to
every ballot printed as provided in this chapter. The seal shall be on the side reverse from that on
which the names of the candidates appear. The seal may be affixed on the ballot either mechanically
or manually. The member of the board, general registrar, or other person designated shall sign a state-
ment, subject to felony penalties for making false statements pursuant to § 24.2-1016, that the seal of
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the electoral board was affixed to the ballots in his presence in the manner prescribed by law, setting
forth the name of every person taking part in the affixing of the seal, and stating that he has faithfully
performed his duties. His statement shall be filed with the minutes of the board. For his services in
causing the seal to be affixed to the ballots, the person designated, other than a board member or gen-
eral registrar, shall receive at least $20 per day.

Any person designated to affix the seal to the ballots shall return the seal to the secretary as soon as
the affixing of the seal to the ballots is completed.

Every person taking part in affixing the seal to the ballots or in placing the ballots in packages shall
give his statement, subject to felony penalties for making false statements pursuant to § 24.2-1016,
that he has faithfully performed his duties and that he will not divulge to anyone the contents of the bal-
lots or any part thereof. These statements shall be filed with the minutes of the board.

Code 1950, §§ 24-225, 24-228, 24-229; 1950, p. 165; 1970, c. 462, §§ 24.1-117, 24.1-118; 1971, Ex.
Sess., c. 119; 1980, c. 639; 1993, c. 641; 2016, cc. 18, 492.

§ 24.2-620. Dividing ballots into packages for each precinct; delivery of absentee ballots.
The electoral board or general registrar shall cause to be made, in the presence of at least one mem-
ber of the board or a designee of the board, one or more packages of ballots for each precinct in the
election district. Each package shall contain a number of ballots determined by the board or general
registrar. Each of these packages shall be securely sealed in the presence of a member of the board
or such designated person so that the ballots shall be invisible, and so that the packages cannot be
readily opened without detection. On each of the packages shall be endorsed the name of the precinct
for which it is intended and the number of ballots therein contained. Thereafter the packages des-
ignated for each precinct shall be delivered to the general registrar and remain in his exclusive pos-
session until delivered by him, or by a board member, a designee of the board, or a deputy registrar, to
the officers of election of each precinct as provided in § 24.2-621.

There shall be sufficient ballots for those offering to vote absentee delivered to the general registrar by
the deadline stated in § 24.2-612. Any such ballots remaining unused at the close of the polls on elec-
tion day shall be sent by the general registrar to the clerk of the circuit court of the county or city.

Code 1950, §§ 24-226, 24-227; 1970, c. 462, § 24.1-119; 1971, Ex. Sess., c. 119; 1972, c. 620; 1982,
c. 650; 1984, c. 480; 1993, c. 641; 1997, c. 460; 2016, cc. 18, 492; 2022, c. 140.

§ 24.2-621. Delivery of packages to officers; opening packages.
Before every election the secretary of the electoral board, or another board member, board employee,
or the general or a deputy registrar designated by the board, shall deliver to an officer of election of
each precinct the official ballots for that precinct and obtain a receipt for the package or packages and
a certificate that the seals are unbroken. If the secretary or other such designated person is unable to
deliver the official ballots, another member of the board shall deliver the ballots.
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Before opening the polls, the officers of election shall open the sealed package and carefully count
the ballots. If there is more than one package, additional packages shall be opened as needed and
the ballots counted as provided in this section.

Code 1950, §§ 24-230, 24-231; 1970, c. 462, §§ 24.1-120, 24.1-121; 1993, c. 641; 1997, c. 460; 2022,
c. 140.

§ 24.2-622. Unofficial sample ballots.
Sample ballots not authorized by electoral boards and provided by electoral boards or general regis-
trars to precincts pursuant to § 24.2-641 are permitted to be printed and circulated, which includes pub-
lication in newspapers or on the Internet.

Such sample ballots shall not be printed on white paper and shall include on their face the words
"sample ballot" in a font size no smaller than 24 point.

All sample ballots, excepting those official sample ballots authorized by electoral boards and provided
by electoral boards or general registrars to precincts pursuant to § 24.2-641, are advertisements for
purposes of Chapter 9.5 (§ 24.2-955 et seq.). Voters may take sample ballots into the voting booth or
enclosure, but shall not give, tender, or exhibit such sample ballot to any person, other than an assist-
ant designated under § 24.2-649, while inside the polling place or within the prohibited area des-
ignated by § 24.2-604.

Code 1950, § 24-240; 1970, c. 462, § 24.1-122; 1974, c. 428; 1979, c. 265; 1993, c. 641; 2002, c. 487;
2003, c. 1015; 2005, c. 370; 2006, cc. 787, 892; 2020, c. 283.

§ 24.2-623. Ballot containers to be supplied by governing bodies; construction and custody.
The governing body of each county and city shall provide a ballot container for each precinct. The con-
tainer shall have a lock and key and an opening of sufficient size to admit a single folded or unfolded
ballot and no more. The containers shall be kept by the electoral boards for use in the precincts.

Code 1950, § 24-241; 1970, c. 462, § 24.1-123; 1993, c. 641; 2003, c. 1015; 2014, cc. 540, 576.

§ 24.2-624. Opening and closing ballot containers; opening polls.
Immediately before the opening of the polls, an officer of election shall open the ballot containers in
the presence of the political party or candidate representatives authorized to be present for the exam-
ination of voting equipment pursuant to § 24.2-639, if such representatives are available. The officers
shall inspect the containers to ensure that they are empty, lock them, and deliver the key to one of the
officers. One of the officers shall forthwith proclaim that the polls are open. The containers shall not be
opened until the close of the polls and shall then be opened for the purpose of counting the ballots
therein. The containers shall be kept in view of those voting within the polling place during the hours
of the election.

Code 1950, §§ 24-242, 24-243; 1970, c. 462, § 24.1-124; 1972, c. 620; 1993, c. 641; 2003, c. 1015.

Article 3 - VOTING EQUIPMENT AND SYSTEMS

§ 24.2-625. Application of Title 24.2 and general law.
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All of the provisions of this title and general law not inconsistent with the provisions of this article shall
apply to elections in counties, cities, and towns adopting and using electronic voting or counting
machines.

Code 1950, § 24-315; 1970, c. 462, § 24.1-225; 1985, c. 458; 1993, c. 641; 2014, cc. 540, 576.

§ 24.2-625.1. Voting equipment security.
A. Records of the State Board of Elections or of a local electoral board, to the extent such records
describe protocols for maintaining the security of ballots or voting and counting equipment, or reveal
the results of risk assessments of specific local electoral procedures, the release of which would com-
promise the security of any election, shall be confidential and excluded from inspection and copying
under the Virginia Freedom of Information Act (§ 2.2-3700 et seq.).

B. The State Board of Elections or a local electoral board may hold a closed meeting pursuant to the
provisions of the Virginia Freedom of Information Act for the purpose of discussing protocols for main-
taining the security of ballots or voting and counting equipment, or risk assessments of specific local
electoral procedures, where discussion of such matters in open meeting would compromise the secur-
ity of any election. Nothing in this subsection shall be construed to authorize a closed meeting to dis-
cuss any breach of security in the conduct of an election.

C. Two members of any local electoral board may conduct site visits for the sole purpose of invest-
igating compliance with security policies and procedures. No such visit shall be deemed a meeting
under the provisions of the Virginia Freedom of Information Act. However, prior to conducting such site
visits, the board shall hold an open meeting, as defined in the Virginia Freedom of Information Act,
and shall identify at that meeting its intention to conduct such site visits, the dates on which such visits
will occur, and all polling places or other locations at which such visits will occur, withholding only
information identifying secure sites at which voting and counting equipment or ballots are stored. No
later than 30 days after any site visit has been conducted pursuant to this paragraph, the board shall
hold an open meeting, as defined in the Virginia Freedom of Information Act, at which it shall identify
each location visited and the date on which each such location was visited, withholding only inform-
ation identifying secure sites at which voting and counting equipment or ballots are stored.

D. The electoral board of each county and city that utilizes electronic voting systems shall develop
and annually update written plans and procedures to ensure the security and integrity of its electronic
voting systems. The general registrar and the State Board shall provide the electoral board assist-
ance, upon request.

E. Nothing in this section shall be construed to prohibit the release of information concerning any
breach of security in the conduct of an election.

2005, c. 568; 2007, c. 794.

§ 24.2-625.2. Wireless communications at polling places.
There shall be no wireless communications on election day, while the polls are open, between or
among voting machines within the polling place or between any voting machine within the polling
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place and any equipment outside the polling place. For purposes of this section, the term wireless
communication shall mean the ability to transfer information via electromagnetic waves without the
use of electrical conductors.

The provisions of this section shall not apply to voting machines purchased by any locality before July
1, 2007.

The provisions of this section shall not be construed to prohibit the operation of electronic pollbook
devices at polling places on election day.

2007, cc. 939, 943; 2008, cc. 87, 393.

§ 24.2-626. Governing bodies shall acquire electronic voting systems.
A. The governing body of each county and city shall provide for the use of electronic voting systems,
of a kind approved by the State Board, at every precinct and for all elections held in the county, the
city, or any part of the county or city.

Each county and city governing body shall purchase, lease, lease purchase, or otherwise acquire
such systems and may provide for the payment therefor in the manner it deems proper. Systems of dif-
ferent kinds may be adopted for use and be used in different precincts of the same county or city, or
within a precinct or precincts in a county or city, subject to the approval of the State Board.

B. On and after July 1, 2020, no county or city shall use any direct recording electronic machine (DRE)
in elections in the county or city.

Code 1950, § 242-291; 1970, c. 462, § 24.1-203; 1971, Ex. Sess., c. 119; 1972, c. 620; 1974, c. 428;
1976, c. 616; 1982, c. 650; 1985, c. 458; 1987, c. 129; 1993, c. 641; 1996, c. 258; 2000, c. 280; 2007,
cc. 939, 943; 2009, cc. 751, 759; 2010, cc. 356, 533; 2011, cc. 153, 447, 481; 2014, cc. 540, 576;
2016, c. 464.

§ 24.2-626.1. Acquisition and use of accessible voting devices.
The governing body of any county or city shall provide for the use of a voting or counting system in all
elections that shall:

1. Provide for at least one voting system equipped for individuals with disabilities at each polling
place, including nonvisual accessibility for the blind and visually impaired, in a manner that provides
the same opportunity for access and participation (including privacy and independence) as for other
voters; and

2. Provide alternative language accessibility when required by § 203 of the Voting Rights Act of 1965
(52 U.S.C. § 10503).

2007, cc. 939, 943.

§ 24.2-627. Electronic voting systems; number required.
A. The governing body of any county or city that adopts for use at elections ballot scanner machines
shall provide for each precinct at least one voting booth with a marking device for each 425 registered
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voters or portion thereof and shall provide for each precinct at least one scanner. However, each pre-
cinct having more than 4,000 registered voters shall be provided with not less than two scanners at a
presidential election, unless the governing body, in consultation with the general registrar and the
electoral board, determines that a second scanner is not necessary at any such precinct on the basis
of voter turnout and the average wait time for voters in previous presidential elections.

B. The local electoral board of any county or city shall be authorized to conduct any May general elec-
tion, primary election, or special election held on a date other than a November general election with
the number of voting systems determined by the board and the general registrar to be appropriate for
each precinct, notwithstanding the provisions of subsection A.

C. For purposes of applying this section, a general registrar may exclude persons voting absentee in
his calculations, and if he does so shall send to the Department a statement of the number of voting
systems to be used in each precinct. If the State Board finds that the number of voting systems is not
sufficient, it may direct the general registrar to use more voting systems.

1985, c. 458, §§ 24.1-203.1, 24.1-203.2; 1993, c. 641; 1996, c. 271; 1997, cc. 304, 336; 2010, c. 214;
2014, cc. 540, 576; 2015, cc. 667, 740; 2016, cc. 18, 464, 492.

§ 24.2-628. Repealed.
Repealed by Acts 2014, c. 540, cl. 2, effective April 3, 2014, and c. 576, cl. 2, effective April 4, 2014.

§ 24.2-629. State Board approval process of electronic voting systems.
A. Any person, firm, or corporation, referred to in this article as the "vendor," manufacturing, owning, or
offering for sale any electronic voting or counting machine and ballots designed to be used with such
equipment may apply to the State Board, in the manner prescribed by the Board, to have examined a
production model of such equipment and the ballots used with it. The Board may require the vendor to
pay a reasonable application fee when he files his request for testing or certification of new or
upgraded voting equipment. Receipts from such fees shall be credited to the Board for reimbursement
of testing and certification expenses. In addition to any other materials that may be required, a current
statement of the financial status of the vendor, including any assets and liabilities, shall be filed with
the Board; if the vendor is not the manufacturer of the equipment for which application is made, such a
statement shall also be filed for the manufacturer. These statements shall be exempt from the pro-
visions of the Virginia Freedom of Information Act (§ 2.2-3700 et seq.). The Board shall require, at a
site of its choosing, a demonstration of such equipment and ballots and may require that a production
model of the equipment and a supply of ballots be provided to the Board for testing purposes. The
Board shall also require the vendor to provide documentation of the practices recommended by the
vendor to ensure the optimum security and functionality of the system.

B. The Board may approve any kind of electronic voting system that meets the following requirements:

1. It shall provide clear instructions for voters on how to mark or select their choice and cast that vote.

2. It shall provide facilities for voting for all offices at any election and on as many questions as may be
submitted at any election.
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3. It shall be capable of processing ballots for all parties holding a primary election on the same day,
but programmable in such a way that an individual ballot cast by a voter is limited to the party primary
election in which the voter chooses to participate.

4. It shall require votes for presidential and vice presidential electors to be cast for the presidential and
vice presidential electors of one party by one operation. The ballot shall contain the words "Electors
for" preceded by the name of the party or other authorized designation and followed by the names of
the candidates for the offices of President and Vice President.

5. It shall enable the voter to cast votes for as many persons for an office as lawfully permitted, but no
more. It shall prevent the voter from casting a vote for the same person more than once for the same
office. However, ballot scanner machines shall not be required to prevent a voter from voting for a
greater number of candidates than he is lawfully entitled to.

6. It shall enable the voter to cast a vote on any question on which he is lawfully permitted to vote, but
no other.

7. It shall provide the voter with an opportunity to correct any error before a ballot is cast.

8. It shall correctly register or record and accurately count all votes cast for candidates and on ques-
tions.

9. It shall be provided with a "protective counter," whereby any operation of the machine before or after
the election will be detected.

10. It shall be provided with a counter that at all times during an election shall show how many per-
sons have voted.

11. It shall ensure voting in absolute secrecy. Ballot scanner machines shall provide for the secrecy of
the ballot and a method to conceal the voted ballot.

12. It shall be programmable to allow ballots to be separated when necessary.

13. It shall retain each printed ballot cast.

14. Ballot scanner machines shall report, if possible, the number of ballots on which a voter under-
voted or overvoted.

C. After its examination of the equipment, ballots, and other materials submitted by the vendors, the
Board shall prepare and file in its office a report of its finding as to (i) the apparent capability of such
equipment to accurately count, register, and report votes; (ii) whether the system can be conveniently
used without undue confusion to the voter; (iii) its accessibility to voters with disabilities; (iv) whether
the system can be safely used without undue potential for fraud; (v) the ease of its operation and trans-
portation by voting equipment custodians and officers of election; (vi) the financial stability of the
vendor and manufacturer; (vii) whether the system meets the requirements of this title; (viii) whether
the system meets federal requirements; (ix) whether issues of reliability and security identified with the
system by other state governments have been adequately addressed by the vendor; and (x) whether,



in the opinion of the Board, the potential for approval of such system is such as to justify further exam-
ination and testing.

D. If the Board determines that there is such potential and prior to its final determination as to approval
or disapproval of such system, the Board shall obtain a report by an independent electronics or engin-
eering consultant as to (i) whether the system accurately counts, registers, and reports votes; (ii)
whether it is capable of storing and retaining existing votes in a permanent memory in the event of
power failure during and after the election; (iii) the number of separate memory capabilities for the stor-
age of recorded votes; (iv) its mechanical and electronic perfections and imperfections; (v) the audit
trail provided by the system; (vi) the anticipated frequency of repair; (vii) the ease of repair; (viii) the
anticipated life of the equipment; (ix) its potential for fraudulent use; (x) its accessibility to voters with
disabilities; (xi) the ease of its programming, transportation, and operation by voting equipment cus-
todians and officers of election; and (xii) any other matters deemed necessary by the Board. Failure by
an applicant to cooperate with the consultant by furnishing information and production equipment and
ballots requested shall be deemed a withdrawal of the application, but nothing in this section shall
require the disclosure of trade secrets by the applicant. If such trade secrets are essential to the proper
analysis of the system and are provided for that reason, the consultant shall subscribe to an oath sub-
ject to the penalty for perjury that he will neither disclose nor make use of such information except as
necessary for the system analysis. The report of the consultant shall be filed in the office of the Board.

E. In preparing the reports cited in subsections C and D, the Board shall require, as a condition of cer-
tification, that the system is comprehensively examined by individuals including at least one expert in
election management and one in computer system security. The Board shall develop, in conjunction
with the above listed individuals, a specific set of items to be examined and tested as part of the cer-
tification process to further elaborate on the requirements identified in this section.

F. If the Board determines that there is potential for approval of the system and prior to its final determ-
ination, the Board shall also require that the system be tested in an actual election in one or more
counties or cities. Its use at such election shall be as valid for all purposes as if it had been legally
approved by the Board and adopted by the counties or cities.

G. If, following testing, the Board approves any voting system and its ballots for use, the Board shall so
notify the electoral boards of each county and city. Systems so approved may be adopted for use at
elections as herein provided. No form of voting system and ballots not so approved shall be adopted
by any county or city. Any voting system and ballots approved for use by the Board shall be deemed to
meet the requirements of this title and any applicable federal laws, and their use in any election shall
be valid.

H. A vendor whose voting system is approved for use shall provide updates concerning its recom-
mended practices for optimum security and functionality of the system, as may be requested by the
Board. Any product for which requested updates are not provided shall be deemed non-compliant and
may be decertified at the discretion of the Board.



I. The Board shall have the authority to investigate, at its discretion, any voting system certified in Vir-
ginia to ensure that it continues to meet the standards outlined in subsections C and D. The Board
may, at its discretion, decertify any voting system based on significant problems detected with the vot-
ing system in Virginia or on reports provided by federal authorities or other state election officials.

1985, c. 458, §§ 24.1-207.1; 1986, c. 558, § 24.1-206.3; 1993, c. 641; 1994, cc. 287, 742; 2001, cc.
640, 641; 2003, c. 1015; 2004, cc. 409, 993, 1010; 2007, c. 794; 2008, c. 703; 2014, cc. 540, 576;
2020, c. 294.

§ 24.2-630. Experimental use of approved systems.
With the approval of the State Board, the governing body of any county, city, or town may provide for
the experimental use at an election in one or more election districts or precincts of a voting or counting
system which it might legally adopt without a formal adoption thereof, and its use at such election shall
be valid for all purposes.

Code 1950, § 24-295; 1970, c. 462, § 24.1-206; 1985, c. 458; 1993, c. 641.

§ 24.2-631. Experimental use of voting systems and ballots prior to approval of the system.
The State Board is authorized to approve the experimental use of voting or counting systems and bal-
lots for the purpose of casting and counting absentee ballots in one or more counties and cities des-
ignated by the Board (i) that have established central absentee voter election districts and (ii) whose
electoral board and general registrar submit to the Board for approval a plan for the use of such sys-
tem and ballots. The Board is also authorized to approve the experimental use of voting or counting
systems and ballots in one or more precincts in any county or city whose electoral board and general
registrar submit to the Board for approval a plan for such use. The use of such systems and ballots at
an election shall be valid for all purposes.

1980, c. 639, § 24.1-206.1; 1985, c. 458; 1993, c. 641; 2016, cc. 18, 492.

§ 24.2-632. Voting equipment custodians.
A. For the purpose of programming and preparing voting and counting equipment, including the pro-
gramming of any electronic activation devices or data storage media used to program or operate the
equipment, and maintaining, testing, calibrating, and delivering it, the electoral board and general
registrar shall employ one or more persons, to be known as custodians of voting equipment. The cus-
todians shall be fully competent, thoroughly instructed, and sworn to perform their duties honestly and
faithfully, and for such purpose shall be appointed and instructed at least 30 days before each elec-
tion. With the approval of the State Board, the electoral board or general registrar may contract with
the voting equipment vendor or another contractor for the purpose of programming, preparing and
maintaining the voting equipment. The voting equipment custodians shall instruct and supervise the
vendor or contractor technicians and oversee the programming, testing, calibrating and delivering of
the equipment. The vendor or contractor technicians shall be sworn to perform their duties honestly
and faithfully and be informed of and subject to the misdemeanor and felony penalties provided in §§
24.2-1009 and 24.2-1010.
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The final testing of the equipment prior to each election shall be done in the presence of an electoral
board member, a representative of the electoral board, or the general registrar. The electoral board or
general registrar may authorize a representative to be present at the final testing only if it is imprac-
ticable for a board member or general registrar to attend, and such representative shall in no case be
the custodian or a vendor or contractor technician who was responsible for programming the ballot
software, electronic activation devices, or electronic data storage media.

B. Notwithstanding the provisions of subsection A, the local electoral board or general registrar may
assign a board member or a deputy registrar to serve as a custodian without pay for such service. The
board member or deputy registrar serving as custodian shall be fully competent, thoroughly instructed,
and sworn to perform his duties honestly and faithfully, and for such purpose shall be appointed and
instructed at least 30 days before each election. Whenever the presence of an electoral board mem-
ber or general registrar and custodian is required by the provisions of this title, the same person shall
not serve in both capacities.

Code 1950, §§ 24-296, 24-299; 1970, c. 462, § 24.1-209; 1973, c. 30; 1974, c. 428; 1981, c. 570;
1985, c. 458; 1993, c. 641; 1999, c. 219; 2004, cc. 993, 1010; 2016, cc. 18, 492; 2022, c. 140.

§ 24.2-633. Notice of final testing of voting system; sealing equipment.
Before the final testing of voting or counting machines for any election, the general registrar shall mail
written notice (i) to the chairman of the local committee of each political party, or (ii) in a primary elec-
tion, to the chairman of the local committee of the political party holding the primary, or (iii) in a city or
town council election in which no candidate is a party nominee and which is held when no other elec-
tion having party nominees is being conducted, to the candidates.

The notice shall state the time and place where the machine will be tested and state that the political
party or candidate receiving the notice may have one representative present while the equipment is
tested.

At the time stated in the notice, the representatives, if present, shall be afforded an opportunity to see
that the equipment is in proper condition for use at the election. When a machine has been so
examined by the representatives, it shall be sealed with a numbered seal in their presence, or if the
machine cannot be sealed with a numbered seal, it shall be locked with a key. The representatives
shall certify for each machine the number registered on the protective counter and the number on the
seal. When no party or candidate representative is present, the custodian shall seal the machine as
prescribed in this section in the presence of a member of the electoral board, the general registrar, or a
designee of the electoral board or general registrar.

Code 1950, § 24-300; 1962, c. 260; 1970, c. 462, § 24.1-210; 1981, c. 425; 1985, c. 458; 1993, c. 641;
1998, c. 264; 2004, cc. 993, 1010; 2014, cc. 540, 576; 2016, cc. 18, 492.

§ 24.2-634. Locking and securing after preparation.
When voting equipment has been properly prepared for an election, it shall be locked against voting
and sealed, or if a voting or counting machine cannot be sealed with a numbered seal, it shall be
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locked with a key. The equipment keys and any electronic activation devices shall be retained in the
custody of the general registrar and delivered to the officers of election as provided in § 24.2-639. After
the voting equipment has been delivered to the polling places, the general registrar shall provide
ample protection against tampering with or damage to the equipment.

Code 1950, § 24-301; 1970, c. 462, § 24.1-211; 1985, c. 458; 1993, c. 641; 1998, c. 264; 2004, cc.
993, 1010; 2014, cc. 540, 576; 2016, cc. 18, 492.

§ 24.2-635. Demonstration of equipment.
In each county, city, or town in which voting or counting equipment is to be used, the electoral board or
general registrar may designate times and places for the exhibition of equipment containing sample
ballots, showing the title of offices to be filled, and, so far as practicable, the names of the candidates
to be voted for at the next election for the purpose of informing voters who request instruction on the
use of the equipment. No equipment shall be used for such instruction after being prepared and
sealed for use in any election. During exhibitions, the counting mechanism, if any, of the equipment
may be concealed from view.

Code 1950, § 24-304; 1970, c. 462, § 24.1-214; 1985, c. 458; 1993, c. 641; 2003, c. 1015; 2016, cc.
18, 492.

§ 24.2-636. Instruction as to use of equipment.
No fewer than three nor more than 30 days before each election, the electoral board or general regis-
trar shall instruct, or cause to be instructed, on the use of the equipment and his duties in connection
therewith, each officer of election appointed to serve in the election who has not previously been so
instructed. The board or the general registrar shall not permit any person to serve as an officer who is
not fully trained to conduct an election properly with the equipment. This section shall not be con-
strued to prevent the appointment of a person as an officer of election to fill a vacancy in an emer-
gency.

Code 1950, § 24-303; 1970, c. 462, § 24.2-213; 1972, c. 620; 1985, c. 458; 1993, c. 641; 1998, c. 187;
2016, cc. 18, 492.

§ 24.2-637. Furniture and equipment to be at polling places.
Before the time to open the polls, each electoral board shall ensure that the general registrar has the
voting and counting equipment and all necessary furniture and materials at the polling places, with
counters on the voting or counting devices set at zero (000), and otherwise in good and proper order
for use at the election.

The general registrar shall have the custody of such equipment, furniture, and materials when not in
use at an election and shall maintain the equipment in accurate working order and in proper repair.

Code 1950, §§ 24-296, 24-299; 1970, c. 462, § 24.1-209; 1973, c. 30; 1974, c. 428; 1981, c. 570;
1985, c. 458; 1993, c. 641; 2016, cc. 18, 492.

§ 24.2-638. Voting equipment to be in plain view; officers and others not permitted to see actual vot-
ing; unlocking counter compartment of equipment, etc.
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During the election, the exterior of the voting equipment and every part of the polling place shall be in
plain view of the officers of election.

No voting or counting machines shall be removed from the plain view of the officers of election or from
the polling place at any time during the election and through the determination of the vote as provided
in § 24.2-657, except as provided in subsection D of § 24.2-649.1. In the case of an emergency that
makes a polling place unusable or inaccessible, voting or counting machines may be removed to an
alternative polling place pursuant to the provisions of subsection D of § 24.2-310.

The equipment shall be placed at least four feet from any table where an officer of election is working
or seated. The officers of election shall not themselves be, or permit any other person to be, in any pos-
ition or near any position that will permit them to observe how a voter votes or has voted.

One of the officers shall inspect the face of the voting machine after each voter has cast his vote and
verify that the ballots on the face of the machine are in their proper places and that the machine has
not been damaged. During an election, the door or other covering of the counter compartment of the
voting or counting machine shall not be unlocked or open or the counters exposed except for good
and sufficient reasons, a statement of which shall be made and signed by the officers of election and
attached to the statement of results. No person shall be permitted in or about the polling place except
the voting equipment custodian, vendor, or contractor technicians and other persons authorized by
this title.

Code 1950, § 24-305; 1962, c. 260; 1970, c. 462, § 24.1-215; 1985, c. 458; 1993, c. 641; 2004, cc.
978, 993, 1006, 1010; 2009, c. 494; 2014, cc. 540, 576; 2016, cc. 18, 492; 2021, Sp. Sess. I, c. 163.

§ 24.2-639. Duties of officers of election.
The officers of election of each precinct at which voting systems are used shall meet at the polling
place by 5:15 a.m. on the day of the election and arrange the equipment, furniture, and other materials
for the conduct of the election. The officers of election shall verify that all required equipment, ballots,
and other materials have been delivered to them for the election. The officers shall post at least two
instruction cards for direct recording electronic machines conspicuously within the polling place.

The keys to the equipment and any electronic activation devices that are required for the operation of
electronic voting equipment shall be delivered, prior to the opening of the polls, to the officer of elec-
tion designated by the electoral board or general registrar in a sealed envelope on which has been
written or printed the name of the precinct for which it is intended. The envelope containing the keys
and any electronic activation devices shall not be opened until all of the officers of election for the pre-
cinct are present at the polling place and have examined the envelope to see that it has not been
opened. The equipment shall remain locked against voting until the polls are formally opened and
shall not be operated except by voters in voting.

Before opening the polls, each officer shall examine the equipment and see that no vote has been
cast and that the counters register zero. The officers shall conduct their examination in the presence of
the following party and candidate representatives: one authorized representative of each political
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party or independent candidate in a general or special election, or one authorized representative of
each candidate in a primary election, if such representatives are available. Each authorized rep-
resentative shall be a qualified voter of any jurisdiction of the Commonwealth. Each representative,
who is not himself a candidate or party chairman, shall present to the officers of election a written state-
ment designating him to be a representative of the party or candidate and signed by the county or city
chairman of his political party, the independent candidate, or the primary candidate, as appropriate. If
the county or city chairman is unavailable to sign such a written designation, such a designation may
be made by the state or district chairman of the political party. However, no written designation made
by a state or district chairman shall take precedence over a written designation made by the county or
city chairman. Such statement, bearing the chairman's or candidate's original signature, may be pho-
tocopied and such photocopy shall be as valid as if the copy had been signed.

If any counter, other than a protective or private counter, on a ballot scanner is found not to register
zero, the officers of election shall immediately notify the general registrar, who shall, if possible, sub-
stitute a machine in good working order, that has been prepared and tested pursuant to § 24.2-634.
No ballot scanner shall be used if any counter, other than a protective or private counter, is found not
to register zero.

Code 1950, § 24-306; 1970, c. 462, § 24.1-216; 1972, c. 620; 1985, c. 458; 1993, c. 641; 1998, c. 264;
2003, c. 1015; 2004, cc. 993, 1010; 2010, c. 448; 2014, cc. 540, 576; 2015, c. 133; 2016, cc. 18, 464,
492.

§ 24.2-640. Repealed.
Repealed by Acts 2014, c. 540, cl. 2, effective April 3, 2014, and c. 576, cl. 2, effective April 4, 2014.

§ 24.2-641. Sample ballot.
The electoral board or general registrar shall provide for each precinct in which any voting or counting
machines are used two sample ballots for each ballot style in use at that precinct. Such sample ballots
shall be posted for public inspection at each polling place during the day of election.

Code 1950, § 24-298; 1970, c. 462, § 24.1-208; 1985, c. 458; 1993, c. 641; 2014, cc. 540, 576; 2016,
cc. 18, 492; 2018, c. 464.

§ 24.2-642. Inoperative equipment.
A. When any voting or counting machine becomes inoperative in whole or in part while the polls are
open, the officers of election shall immediately notify the electoral board or general registrar. If pos-
sible, the electoral board or general registrar shall dispatch a qualified technician to the polling place
to repair the inoperative machine. All repairs shall be made in the presence of two officers of election
representing the two political parties or, in the case of a primary election for only one party, two officers
representing that party. If the machine cannot be repaired on site, the general registrar shall, if pos-
sible, substitute a machine in good order for the inoperative machine and at the close of the polls the
record of both machines shall be taken and the votes shown on their counters shall be added together
in ascertaining the results of the election.
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No voting or counting machines, including inoperative machines, shall be removed from the plain
view of the officers of election or from the polling place at any time during the election and through the
determination of the vote as provided in § 24.2-657 except as explicitly provided pursuant to the pro-
visions of this title.

No voting or counting machine that has become inoperative and contains votes may be removed from
the polling place while the polls are open and votes are being ascertained. If the officers of election
are unable to ascertain the results from the inoperative machine after the polls close in order to add its
results to the results from the other machines in that precinct, the officers of election shall lock and
seal the machine without removing the memory card, cartridge, or data storage medium and deliver
the machine to either the clerk of court or registrar's office as provided for in § 24.2-659. On the day fol-
lowing the election, the electoral board shall meet and ascertain the results from the inoperative
machine in accordance with the procedures prescribed by the machine's manufacturer and add the
results to the results for the precinct to which the machine was assigned.

Nothing in this subsection shall prohibit the removal of an inoperative machine from a precinct prior to
the opening of the polls or the first vote being cast on that machine. Any machine so removed shall be
placed in the custody of an authorized custodian, technician, general registrar, or electoral board rep-
resentative. If the inoperative machine can be repaired, it shall be retested and resealed pursuant to §
24.2-634 and may be returned to the precinct by an authorized custodian, technician, general regis-
trar, or electoral board representative. The officers of election shall then open the machine pursuant to
§ 24.2-639.

B. In any precinct that uses a ballot that can be read without the use of the ballot scanner machine, if
the ballot scanner machine becomes inoperative and there is no other available scanner, the uncoun-
ted ballots shall be placed in a ballot container or compartment that is used exclusively for uncounted
ballots. If an operative scanner is available in the polling place after the polls have closed, such
uncounted ballots shall be removed from the container and fed into the scanner, one at a time, by an
officer of election in the presence of all persons who may be lawfully present at that time but before the
votes are determined pursuant to § 24.2-657. If such a scanner is not available, the ballots may be
counted manually or as directed by the electoral board.

C. An officer of election may have copies of the official paper ballot reprinted or reproduced by pho-
tographic, electronic, or mechanical processes for use at the election if (i) the inoperative machine can-
not be repaired in time to continue using it at the election, (ii) a substitute machine is needed to
conduct the election but is not available for use, (iii) the supply of official printed ballots that can be
cast without use of the inoperative machine is not adequate, and (iv) the local electoral board
approves the reprinting or reproducing of the official paper ballot. The voted ballot copies may be
received by the officers of election and placed in the ballot container and counted with the votes
registered on the voting or counting machines, and the result shall be declared the same as though no
machine has been inoperative. The voted ballot copies shall be deemed official ballots for the pur-
pose of § 24.2-665 and preserved and returned with the statement of results and with a certificate
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setting forth how and why the same were voted. The officer of election who had the ballot copies
made shall provide a written statement of the number of copies made, signed by him and subject to
felony penalties for making false statements pursuant to § 24.2-1016, to be preserved with the unused
ballot copies.

Code 1950, § 24-311; 1970, c. 462, § 24.1-221; 1981, c. 570; 1985, c. 458; 1993, c. 641; 2000, c. 282;
2003, c. 1015; 2004, cc. 978, 993, 1006, 1010; 2014, cc. 540, 576; 2016, cc. 18, 492.

Article 4 - Conduct of Election; Election Results

§ 24.2-643. Qualified voter permitted to vote; procedures at polling place; voter identification.
A. After the polls are open, each qualified voter at a precinct shall be permitted to vote. The officers of
election shall ascertain that a person offering to vote is a qualified voter before admitting him to the vot-
ing booth and furnishing an official ballot to him.

B. An officer of election shall ask the voter for his full name and current residence address and the
voter may give such information orally or in writing. The officer of election shall verify with the voter his
full name and address and shall repeat, in a voice audible to party and candidate representatives
present, the full name provided by the voter. The officer shall ask the voter to present any one of the fol-
lowing forms of identification: (i) his voter confirmation documents; (ii) his valid Virginia driver's
license, his valid United States passport, or any other identification issued by the Commonwealth, one
of its political subdivisions, or the United States, other than a driver privilege card issued under § 46.2-
328.3 or an identification privilege card issued under § 46.2-345.3; (iii) any valid student identification
card issued by any institution of higher education located in the Commonwealth or any private school
located in the Commonwealth; (iv) any valid student identification card containing a photograph of the
voter and issued by any institution of higher education located in any other state or territory of the
United States; (v) any valid employee identification card containing a photograph of the voter and
issued by an employer of the voter in the ordinary course of the employer's business; or (vi) a copy of
a current utility bill, bank statement, government check, paycheck, or other government document con-
taining the name and address of the voter. The expiration date on a Virginia driver's license shall not
be considered when determining the validity of the driver's license offered for purposes of this section.

Except as provided in subsection E, any voter who does not show one of the forms of identification
specified in this subsection shall be allowed to vote after signing a statement, subject to felony pen-
alties for false statements pursuant to § 24.2-1016, that he is the named registered voter he claims to
be. A voter who requires assistance in voting by reason of a physical disability or an inability to read
or write, and who requests assistance pursuant to § 24.2-649, may be assisted in preparation of this
statement in accordance with that section. The provisions of § 24.2-649 regarding voters who are
unable to sign shall be followed when assisting a voter in completing this statement. A voter who does
not show one of the forms of identification specified in this subsection and does not sign this statement
shall be offered a provisional ballot under the provisions of § 24.2-653. The State Board of Elections
shall provide an ID-ONLY provisional ballot envelope that requires no follow-up action by the registrar
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or electoral board other than matching submitted identification documents from the voter for the elect-
oral board to make a determination on whether to count the ballot.

If the voter presents one of the forms of identification listed above, if his name is found on the pollbook
in a form identical to or substantially similar to the name on the presented form of identification and the
name provided by the voter, if he is qualified to vote in the election, and if no objection is made, an
officer shall enter, opposite the voter's name on the pollbook, the first or next consecutive number from
the voter count form provided by the State Board, or shall enter that the voter has voted if the pollbook
is in electronic form; an officer shall provide the voter with the official ballot; and another officer shall
admit him to the voting booth. Each voter whose name has been marked on the pollbooks as present
to vote and entitled to a ballot shall remain in the presence of the officers of election in the polling
place until he has voted. If a line of voters who have been marked on the pollbooks as present to vote
forms to await entry to the voting booths, the line shall not be permitted to extend outside of the room
containing the voting booths and shall remain under observation by the officers of election.

A voter may be accompanied into the voting booth by his child age 15 or younger.

C. If the current residence address provided by the voter is different from the address shown on the
pollbook, the officer of election shall furnish the voter with a change of address form prescribed by the
State Board. Upon its completion, the voter shall sign the prescribed form, subject to felony penalties
for making false statements pursuant to § 24.2-1016, which the officer of election shall then place in
an envelope provided for such forms for transmission to the general registrar who shall then transfer or
cancel the registration of such voter pursuant to Chapter 4 (§ 24.2-400 et seq.).

D. At the time the voter is asked his full name and current residence address, the officer of election
shall ask any voter for whom the pollbook indicates that an identification number other than a social
security number is recorded on the Virginia voter registration system if he presently has a social secur-
ity number. If the voter is able to provide his social security number, he shall be furnished with a voter
registration form prescribed by the State Board to update his registration information. Upon its com-
pletion, the form shall be placed by the officer of election in an envelope provided for such forms for
transmission to the general registrar. Any social security numbers so provided shall be entered by the
general registrar in the voter's record on the voter registration system.

E. This subsection shall apply in the case of any individual who is required by subparagraph (b) of 52
U.S.C. § 21083 of the Help America Vote Act of 2002 to show identification the first time he votes in a
federal election in the state. At such election, such individual shall present (i) a current and valid photo
identification or (ii) a copy of a current utility bill, bank statement, government check, paycheck, or
other government document that shows the name and address of the voter. Such individual who
desires to vote in person but does not show one of the forms of identification specified in this sub-
section shall be offered a provisional ballot under the provisions of § 24.2-653. The identification
requirements of subsection B of this section and subsection A of § 24.2-653 shall not apply to such
voter at such election. The Department of Elections shall provide instructions to the electoral boards



for the handling and counting of such provisional ballots pursuant to subsection B of § 24.2-653 and
this section.

Code 1950, §§ 24-244, 24-245, 24-248, 24-252, 24-308; 1952, c. 581; 1962, c. 536; 1964, c. 593;
1970, c. 462, §§ 24.1-125, 24.1-126, 24.1-129, 24.1-218; 1971, Ex. Sess., c. 247; 1973, c. 30; 1975, c.
515; 1978, c. 778; 1981, c. 425; 1982, c. 650, § 24.1-126.1; 1984, c. 234; 1985, cc. 197, 458; 1987, c.
349; 1993, c. 641; 1995, c. 716; 1996, cc. 72, 73; 1999, c. 725; 2000, cc. 366, 451; 2003, c. 1015;
2004, c. 410; 2005, cc. 496, 539; 2011, cc. 427, 458; 2012, cc. 723, 838, 839; 2013, cc. 725, 746;
2015, cc. 134, 571; 2016, c. 399; 2020, cc. 296, 1064, 1065, 1154, 1227, 1246; 2021, Sp. Sess. I, c.
544.

§ 24.2-644. Voting by paper ballot; voting for presidential electors; write-in votes.
A. The qualified voter shall take the official paper ballot and enter the voting booth. After entering the
voting booth, the qualified voter shall mark the ballot in accordance with the instructions for the type of
ballot, for each candidate for whom he wishes to vote, leaving unmarked the name of each candidate
for whom he does not wish to vote. Any ballot marked so that the intent of the voter is clear shall be
counted.

B. The qualified voter at a presidential election shall mark the ballot in accordance with the instruc-
tions for the type of ballot, for his choice of candidates for President and Vice President. His ballot so
marked shall be counted as if he had marked the ballot in accordance with the instructions for the type
of ballot preceding the names of the individual electors affiliated with his choice for President and Vice
President. The qualified voter at a presidential election may cast a write-in vote for President and Vice
President as provided in subsections C and D.

C. At all elections except primary elections it is lawful for any voter to vote for any person other than
the listed candidates for the office by writing or hand printing the person's name on the official ballot.
No check or other mark shall be required to cast a valid write-in vote. Write-in votes for President and
Vice President shall be counted only for candidates who have filed a joint declaration of intent to be
write-in candidates for the offices with the Commissioner of Elections not less than 10 days before the
date of the presidential election. The declaration of intent shall be on a form prescribed by the State
Board and shall include a list of presidential electors pledged to those candidates which equals the
whole number of senators and representatives to which the Commonwealth at that time is entitled in
the Congress of the United States. A write-in vote cast for candidates for President and Vice Pres-
ident, or for a candidate for President only, shall be counted for the individual electors listed on the
declaration of intent as pledged to those candidates.

D. No write-in vote shall be counted unless the name is entered on the ballot in conformance with this
section. No write-in vote shall be counted when it is apparent to the officers of election that a voter has
voted for the same person for the same office more than one time. No write-in vote shall be counted for
an office for any person whose name appears on the ballot as a candidate for that office. If two or more
persons are to be elected to the same office, a voter may vote for one or more persons whose names
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do appear on the ballot and one or more persons whose names do not appear on the ballot, provided
that the total number of votes cast by him for that office does not exceed the number of persons to be
elected to that office.

Code 1950, §§ 24-245, 24-252, 24-290.5, 24-307; 1952, c. 581; 1962, cc. 260, 536; 1964, c. 593;
1970, c. 462, §§ 24.1-129, 24.1-161, 24.1-217; 1973, c. 30; 1975, c. 515; 1984, c. 234; 1985, cc. 197,
458; 1987, c. 349; 1990, c. 214; 1993, c. 641; 1997, c. 100; 2013, c. 542; 2018, c. 464.

§ 24.2-645. Defaced printed ballots.
If any printed ballot is unintentionally or accidentally defaced and rendered unfit for voting, the voter
may deliver the defaced ballot to the officer of election and receive another. The returned ballot shall
be marked spoiled by the officer of election and placed in the spoiled ballot envelope.

Code 1950, § 24-238; 1970, c. 462, § 24.1-130; 1987, c. 349; 1993, c. 641; 2014, cc. 540, 576.

§ 24.2-646. Voter folds paper ballot and hands same to officer who deposits it unopened in ballot
container.
The qualified voter shall fold each paper ballot with the names of the candidates and questions on the
inside and hand the folded ballot to the appropriate officer of election. The officer shall place the ballot
in the ballot container without any inspection except to assure himself that only a single ballot has
been tendered and that the ballot is a genuine ballot. Without looking at the printed inside of the ballot,
the officer may inspect the official seal on the back of the ballot to determine if it is genuine.

Code 1950, § 24-247; 1970, c. 462, § 24.1-131; 1993, c. 641; 2003, c. 1015; 2014, cc. 540, 576.

§ 24.2-646.1. Permitted use of paper ballots.
The official paper ballot shall be used by a voter to cast his vote only in one of the following cir-
cumstances:

1. The official paper ballot is the only ballot in use in the precinct.

2. The official paper ballot is used by voters voting outside of the polling place pursuant to § 24.2-
649.1.

3. The voter is casting a provisional ballot.

4. The voter is provided an official paper ballot or copy thereof pursuant to § 24.2-642 when voting
equipment is inoperable or otherwise unavailable.

5. The official absentee paper ballot voted in accordance with (§ 24.2-700 et seq.).

6. The voter is provided an official paper ballot for a presidential election pursuant to § 24.2-402 or for
federal elections pursuant to § 24.2-453.

2006, c. 492; 2015, c. 313; 2021, Sp. Sess. I, c. 163.

§ 24.2-647. Voting systems; demonstration on election day.
The general registrar shall provide at each polling place on election day, for the voting system in use,
a model of or materials displaying a portion of its ballot face. The model or materials shall be located
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on the table of one of the officers or in some other place accessible to the voters. An officer of election
shall instruct any voter who requests instruction before voting on the proper manner of voting. The
officer may direct the voter's attention to sample ballots so that the voter may become familiar with the
location of questions and names of offices and candidates.

For ballot scanner machines, an officer of election, using a demonstration ballot and machine, shall
show each voter who requests, immediately on entry to the polling place, the manner in which the bal-
lot is to be voted.

If any voter, after entering the voting booth, asks for further instructions concerning the manner of vot-
ing, two of the officers from different political parties shall give such instructions to him, but no officer
shall in any manner request or seek to persuade or induce any such voter to vote for or against any
particular ticket, candidate, or question. After giving such instructions and before the voter votes, the
officers shall leave the voting booth, and the voter shall cast his ballot in secret.

Code 1950, § 24-309; 1970, c. 462, § 24.1-219; 1980, c. 639; 1985, c. 458; 1993, c. 641; 2014, cc.
540, 576; 2016, cc. 18, 492.

§ 24.2-648. Write-in votes on voting equipment.
Write-in votes may be cast on voting equipment for any person whose name does not appear on the
ballot as a candidate for the office being voted, subject to this section and the provisions of § 24.2-644
not in conflict with this section.

Each write-in vote shall be entered in the receptacle or area designated on the machine for the office
being elected. A write-in vote shall be cast in its appropriate place, in accordance with the instructions
for that equipment, or it shall be void and not counted.

Except on machines that provide a means to enter a name electronically, each write-in vote shall be
entered by the voter in his own handwriting or hand printing.

Code 1950, § 24-307; 1962, c. 260; 1970, c. 462, § 24.1-217; 1975, c. 515; 1985, c. 458; 1990, c. 214;
1993, c. 641; 1996, c. 5; 2014, cc. 540, 576.

§ 24.2-649. Assistance for certain voters inside the polling place; penalties.
A. Any qualified voter who requires assistance to vote by reason of physical disability or inability to
read or write may, if he so requests, be assisted in voting. If he is blind, he may designate an officer of
election or any other person to assist him. If he is unable to read and write or disabled for any cause
other than blindness, he may designate an officer of election or some other person to assist him other
than the voter's employer or agent of that employer, or officer or agent of the voter's union.

The officer of election or other person so designated shall not enter the booth with the voter unless (i)
the voter signs a request stating that he requires assistance by reason of physical disability or inability
to read or write and (ii) the officer of election or other person signs a statement that he is not the voter's
employer or an agent of that employer, or an officer or agent of the voter's union, and that he will act in
accordance with the requirements of this section. The request and statement shall be on a single form
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furnished by the State Board. If the voter is unable to sign the request, his own mark acknowledged by
him before an officer of election shall be sufficient signature, provided no mark shall be required of a
voter who is blind. An officer of election shall advise the voter and person assisting the voter of the
requirements of this section and record the name of the voter and the name and address of the person
assisting him.

The officer of election or other person so designated shall assist the qualified voter in the preparation
of his ballot in accordance with his instructions and without soliciting his vote or in any manner attempt-
ing to influence his vote and shall not in any manner divulge or indicate, by signs or otherwise, how
the voter voted on any office or question. If a printed ballot is used, the officer or other person so des-
ignated shall deposit the ballot in the ballot container in accordance with § 24.2-646 or in the ballot
scanner machine in accordance with the instructions of the State Board.

B. If the voter requires assistance in a language other than English and has not designated a person
to assist him, an officer of election may assist as an interpreter, but shall first inquire of the rep-
resentatives authorized to be present pursuant to § 24.2-604.4 whether they have a volunteer avail-
able who can interpret for the voter. One representative interpreter for each party or candidate, insofar
as available, shall be permitted to observe the officer of election communicate with the voter. In any
locality designated as a covered locality pursuant to § 24.2-128, the local electoral board shall ensure
that interpretation services in the language of the applicable minority group are available and easily
accessible to voters needing assistance pursuant to this subsection. The voter may designate one of
the volunteer party or candidate interpreters to provide assistance. A person so designated by the
voter shall meet all the requirements of this section for a person providing assistance.

C. A person who willfully violates subsection A or B is guilty of a Class 1 misdemeanor. In addition,
the provisions of § 24.2-1016 and its felony penalties for false statements shall be applicable to any
request or statement signed pursuant to this section, and the provisions of §§ 24.2-704 and 24.2-1012
and the felony penalties for violations of the law related to providing assistance to absentee voters
shall be applicable in such cases.

D. In any precinct in which an electronic voting machine is available that provides an audio ballot, the
officers of election shall notify a voter requiring assistance pursuant to this section that such machine
is available for him to use to vote in privacy without assistance and the officers of election shall
instruct the voter on the use of the voting machine. Nothing in this section shall be construed to require
a voter to use the machine unassisted.

Code 1950, §§ 24-245, 24-251, 24-252, 24-310; 1950, c. 230; 1952, c. 581; 1962, c. 536; 1964, c. 593;
1969, Ex. Sess., c. 5; 1970, c. 462, §§ 24.1-129, 24.1-132, 24.1-220; 1973, c. 30; 1975, c. 515; 1978, c.
778; 1984, cc. 234, 775; 1985, cc. 197, 458; 1986, c. 558; 1987, c. 349; 1988, c. 598; 1993, c. 641;
2003, c. 1015; 2004, cc. 993, 1010; 2005, c. 569; 2006, c. 242; 2009, c. 809; 2014, cc. 540, 576; 2020,
c. 561; 2021, Sp. Sess. I, cc. 163, 528, 533.

§ 24.2-649.1. Assistance for certain voters outside of the polling place.
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A. Any voter with a disability or who is age 65 or older shall be entitled to vote outside of the polling
place in accordance with the provisions of this section. However, during a declared state of emer-
gency related to a communicable disease of public health threat, any voter, regardless of age or dis-
ability, shall be entitled to vote outside of the polling place in accordance with the provisions of this
section. For purposes of this section, a disability shall include a permanent physical disability, a tem-
porary physical disability, or an injury.

B. The area designated for voting outside of the polling place shall be within 150 feet of the entrance
to the polling place. This area shall be clearly marked, and instructions on how to notify an officer of
election of the voter's request to vote outside of the polling place shall be prominently displayed. The
Department shall prescribe the form and content of such instructions, but in no case shall the voter be
required to enter the polling place to provide such notice.

C. A voter eligible pursuant to subsection A shall be handed a printed ballot by an officer of election.
He shall mark the ballot in the officer's presence but in a secret manner and, obscuring his vote, shall
return the ballot to the officer. The officer shall immediately return to the polling place and shall deposit
a paper ballot in the ballot container in accordance with § 24.2-646 or a machine-readable ballot in
the ballot scanner machine in accordance with the instructions of the State Board.

D. Any county or city that has acquired an electronic voting machine that is so constructed as to be
easily portable may use the voting machine in lieu of a printed ballot for voting outside of the polling
place, so long as: (i) the voting machine remains in the plain view of two officers of election rep-
resenting two political parties, or in a primary election, two officers of election representing the party
conducting the primary, provided that if the use of two officers for this purpose would result in too few
officers remaining in the polling place to meet legal requirements, the voting machine shall remain in
plain view of one officer who shall be either the chief officer or the assistant chief officer and (ii) the
voter casts his ballot in a secret manner unless the voter requests assistance pursuant to § 24.2-649.

After the voter has completed voting his ballot, the officer or officers shall immediately return the voting
machine to its assigned location inside the polling place, and shall record (a) the machine number, (b)
the time that the machine was removed and the time that it was returned, (c) the number on the
machine's public counter before the machine was removed and the number on the same counter
when it was returned, and (d) the name or names of the officer or officers who accompanied the
machine on the statement of results. The names of the voters who used the machine while it was
removed shall also be recorded provided that secrecy of the ballot is maintained in accordance with
guidance from the State Board. If a polling place fails to record the information required in clause (a),
(b), (c), or (d), or it is later proven that the information recorded was intentionally falsified, the local
electoral board or general registrar shall dismiss at a minimum the chief officer or the assistant chief
officer, or both, as appropriate, and shall dismiss any other officer of election who is shown to have
caused the failure to record the required information intentionally or by gross negligence or to have
intentionally falsified the information. The dismissed officers shall not be allowed thereafter to serve as
an officer or other election official anywhere in the Commonwealth.



2021, Sp. Sess. I, c. 163.

§ 24.2-650. Officers to sign only official papers, etc.
No officer of election shall sign or otherwise mark any paper, form, or item, other than one furnished by
the State Board, his electoral board, or general registrar, at his polling place during the hours that the
polls are open.

1976, c. 616, § 24.1-132.1; 1993, c. 641.

§ 24.2-651. Voter who is challenged; how challenge tried.
Any qualified voter may, and the officers of election shall, challenge the vote of any person who is lis-
ted on the pollbook but is known or suspected not to be a qualified voter.

The individual making the challenge shall complete and sign the following statement on a form
provided by the State Board:

"I do hereby state, subject to penalties for hindering, intimidating, or interfering with a qualified voter
pursuant to § 24.2-607, that I am a qualified voter of this Commonwealth or an officer of election and
that, to the best of my knowledge, information, and belief, _______________ is not a qualified voter of
this precinct by reason of (please check each of the following reasons that is applicable):

1. The named person is not a citizen of the United States;

2. The named person is not now 18 years of age or, in the case of a primary election or a special elec-
tion held on a date other that a general election date, will not reach the age of 18 before the next gen-
eral election;

3. The named person is not a resident of the Commonwealth (or, if he has not been a resident of the
Commonwealth within the preceding 30 days, he is attempting to vote for an office or issue other than
electors of President and Vice President of the United States);

4. The named person is not a resident of this precinct (or he has not been a resident of this precinct
since the second preceding general federal election and has not continued to be a resident of this
county or city and this congressional district);

5. The named person is not a resident of the town in the case of a town election;

6. The named person has been disqualified from voting by the Constitution and laws of the Com-
monwealth and this disqualification has not been removed by proper authority;

7. The named person is not the identical person he represents himself to be; or

8. The named person has voted in this election at this or another voting place (state when and where
the named person previously voted in this election: _______________)."

Upon receipt of a signed challenge from a qualified voter or officer of election, an officer of election
shall explain to the challenged voter the qualifications of a voter and may examine him concerning his
qualifications.
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The officers of election are hereby authorized to administer the necessary oath or affirmation to any wit-
ness brought before them to testify as to the qualifications of any person offering to vote.

If the person being challenged insists that he is qualified and the challenge is not withdrawn, one of
the officers shall give him a form containing the following statement:

"I do hereby state, subject to felony penalties for making false statements pursuant to § 24.2-1016, that
I am a citizen of the United States, that I am at least 18 years of age (or will be on the __________ day
of __________, _____) that I am a resident of the Commonwealth of Virginia (or that I have been a res-
ident of this Commonwealth within the preceding 30 days and am voting only for electors of President
and Vice President of the United States), and that, according to the best of my knowledge, information
and belief, I am not disqualified from voting by the Constitution and laws of this Commonwealth; that
my full name is _______________; that in such name I was duly registered as a voter of this precinct;
that I am now or at some time since the last November general election have been an actual resident
of this precinct or that I have been an actual resident of this precinct at some time since the second pre-
ceding general federal election and have been and continue to be a resident of this county or city and
this congressional district; if I am voting in a town election today, that I am currently a resident of that
town; that I am the identical person I represent myself to be; and that I have not voted in this election at
this or any voting place and will not vote in this election at any other voting place."

If the person challenged refuses to sign the statement, he shall not be permitted to vote. If, however,
he signs the statement, he shall be permitted to vote on the voting system in use at the precinct,
unless he is required to cast a provisional ballot pursuant to § 24.2-651.1.

When the voter has signed the statement and is permitted to vote, the officers of election shall mark
his name on the pollbook with the first or next consecutive number from the voter count form, or shall
enter that the voter has voted if the pollbook is in electronic form, and shall indicate on the pollbook
that he has signed the required statement in accordance with the instructions of the State Board.

If the envelope containing a voted absentee ballot has been properly signed by the voter, such ballot
shall not be subject to challenge pursuant to this section.

Code 1950, §§ 24-253, 24-254, 24-325; 1970, c. 462, § 24.1-133; 1971, Ex. Sess., c. 265; 1972, c.
620; 1977, c. 490; 1978, c. 778; 1980, c. 639; 1981, c. 425; 1983, c. 461; 1993, c. 641; 1997, c. 346;
2003, c. 1015; 2007, c. 375; 2012, cc. 838, 839.

§ 24.2-651.1. Voter who is shown as having already voted; provisional ballots.
Any person who offers to vote, who is listed on the pollbook, and whose name is marked to indicate
that he has already voted in person in the election shall cast a provisional ballot pursuant to § 24.2-
653. The State Board of Elections shall provide instructions to the electoral boards for the handling
and counting of such provisional ballots.

1997, c. 915; 2000, cc. 366, 451; 2003, c. 1015; 2012, cc. 723, 838, 839; 2020, c. 735.

§ 24.2-652. Voter whose name erroneously omitted from pollbook; provisional ballots.
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A. When a person offers to vote and his name does not appear on the pollbook, the officers of election
shall permit him to vote only if all of the following conditions are met:

1. An officer of election is informed by the general registrar that the voter is registered to vote, that his
registration has not been cancelled, and that his name is erroneously omitted from the pollbook.

2. The voter signs a statement, subject to felony penalties for false statements pursuant to § 24.2-
1016, that he is a qualified and registered voter of that precinct, a resident of that precinct, and his
registration is not subject to cancellation pursuant to §§ 24.2-430, 24.2-431, and 24.2-432; and he
provides, subject to such penalties, all the information required to identify himself including the last
four digits of his social security number, if any, full name including the maiden or any other prior legal
name, birthdate, and complete address.

3. The officer of election enters the identifying information for the voter on the pollbook.

When the voter has signed the statement and is permitted to vote, the officers of election shall mark
his name on the pollbook with the next consecutive number from the voter count form, or shall enter
that the voter has voted if the pollbook is in electronic form, and shall indicate on the pollbook that he
has signed the required statement in accordance with the instructions of the State Board.

B. If the general registrar is not available or cannot state that the person is registered to vote, such per-
son shall be allowed to vote by provisional ballot pursuant to § 24.2-653. The officers of election shall
provide to him an application for registration. The State Board of Elections shall provide instructions to
the electoral boards for the handling and counting of such provisional ballots.

Code 1950, § 24-95; 1970, c. 462, § 24.1-55; 1974, c. 428; 1975, c. 515; 1981, c. 425; 1984, c. 480;
1993, c. 641; 2003, c. 1015; 2011, c. 602; 2020, c. 735.

§ 24.2-653. Provisional voting; procedures in polling place.
A. Any person voting provisionally pursuant to subsection B of § 24.2-643, § 24.2-651.1, subsection B
of § 24.2-652, or § 24.2-653.1 or 24.2-653.2 shall be given a printed ballot and provide, subject to the
penalties for making false statements pursuant to § 24.2-1016, on a green envelope supplied by the
Department of Elections, the identifying information required on the envelope, including the last four
digits of his social security number, if any, full name including the maiden or any other prior legal
name, date of birth, complete address, and signature. Such person shall be asked to present one of
the forms of identification specified in subsection B of § 24.2-643. If he is unable to present one of
these forms of identification, he shall sign a statement, subject to felony penalties for false statements
pursuant to § 24.2-1016, that he is the named registered voter he claims to be. The officers of election
shall note on the green envelope whether or not the voter has presented one of the specified forms of
identification or signed the required statement in lieu of presenting one of the specified forms of iden-
tification. The officers of election shall enter the appropriate information for the person in the precinct
provisional ballots log in accordance with the instructions of the State Board but shall not enter a con-
secutive number for the voter on the pollbook nor otherwise mark his name as having voted.
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The voter shall then, in the presence of an officer of election, but in a secret manner, mark the printed
ballot as provided in § 24.2-644 and seal it in the green envelope. The envelope containing the ballot
shall then promptly be placed in the ballot container by an officer of election.

B. An officer of election, by a written notice given to the voter, shall inform him that a determination of
his right to vote shall be made by the electoral board and advise the voter of the beginning time and
place for the board's meeting and of the voter's right to be present at that meeting. If the voter is voting
provisionally as required by § 24.2-643, an officer of election, by written notice given to the voter, shall
also inform him that he may submit a copy of one of the forms of identification specified in subsection
B of § 24.2-643 or a statement, signed by him subject to felony penalties for false statements pursuant
to § 24.2-1016, that he is the named registered voter he claims to be to the electoral board by fac-
simile, electronic mail, in-person submission, or timely United States Postal Service or commercial
mail delivery, to be received by the electoral board no later than noon on the third day after the elec-
tion.

C. The provisional votes submitted pursuant to subsection A, in their unopened envelopes, shall be
sealed in a special envelope marked "Provisional Votes," inscribed with the number of envelopes con-
tained therein, and signed by the officers of election who counted them. All provisional votes envel-
opes shall be delivered either (i) to the clerk of the circuit court who shall deliver all such envelopes to
the secretary of the electoral board or (ii) to the general registrar in localities in which the electoral
board has directed delivery of election materials to the general registrar pursuant to § 24.2-668.

1975, c. 515, §§ 24.1-55.1, 24.1-55.2; 1982, c. 650; 1993, c. 641; 1996, c. 8; 1997, cc. 438, 456; 2002,
c. 24; 2003, cc. 984, 1015; 2004, c. 410; 2005, c. 824; 2007, c. 692; 2008, cc. 110, 559; 2010, c. 448;
2012, cc. 592, 838, 839; 2013, c. 503; 2014, cc. 486, 540, 576; 2015, cc. 133, 712; 2020, cc. 735,
1064, 1065.

§ 24.2-653.01. Provisional ballots; electoral boards to make determination as to validity.
A. The electoral board shall meet on the day following the election and determine whether each per-
son having submitted a provisional vote pursuant to § 24.2-653 was entitled to do so as a qualified
voter in the precinct in which he offered the provisional vote. In the case of persons voting pro-
visionally pursuant to § 24.2-653.3, the electoral board shall determine of which district the person is a
qualified voter. At the meeting, the voter may request an extension of the determination of the pro-
visional vote in order to provide information to prove that the voter is entitled to vote in the precinct pur-
suant to § 24.2-401. The electoral board shall have the authority to grant such extensions that it
deems reasonable to determine the status of a provisional vote.

If the board is unable to determine the validity of all the provisional ballots offered in the election, or
has granted any voter who has offered a provisional ballot an extension, the meeting shall stand
adjourned, not to exceed seven calendar days from the date of the election, until the board has determ-
ined the validity of all provisional ballots offered in the election.

http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?961+ful+CHAP0008
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?971+ful+CHAP0438
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?971+ful+CHAP0456
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?021+ful+CHAP0024
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?031+ful+CHAP0984
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?031+ful+CHAP1015
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?041+ful+CHAP0410
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?051+ful+CHAP0824
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?071+ful+CHAP0692
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?081+ful+CHAP0110
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?081+ful+CHAP0559
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?101+ful+CHAP0448
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?121+ful+CHAP0592
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?121+ful+CHAP0838
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?121+ful+CHAP0839
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?131+ful+CHAP0503
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?141+ful+CHAP0486
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?141+ful+CHAP0540
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?141+ful+CHAP0576
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?151+ful+CHAP0133
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?151+ful+CHAP0712
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?201+ful+CHAP0735
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?201+ful+CHAP1064
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?201+ful+CHAP1065


B. The electoral board shall permit one authorized representative of each political party or inde-
pendent candidate in a general or special election or one authorized representative of each candidate
in a primary election to remain in the room in which the determination is being made as an observer
so long as he does not participate in the proceedings and does not impede the orderly conduct of the
determination. Each authorized representative shall be a qualified voter of any jurisdiction of the Com-
monwealth. Each representative, who is not himself a candidate or party chairman, shall present to the
electoral board a written statement designating him to be a representative of the party or candidate
and signed by the county or city chairman of his political party, the independent candidate, or the
primary candidate, as appropriate. If the county or city chairman is unavailable to sign such a written
designation, such a designation may be made by the state or district chairman of the political party.
However, no written designation made by a state or district chairman shall take precedence over a writ-
ten designation made by the county or city chairman. Such statement, bearing the chairman's or can-
didate's original signature, may be photocopied and such photocopy shall be as valid as if the copy
had been signed.

Notwithstanding the provisions of the Virginia Freedom of Information Act (§ 2.2-3700 et seq.), attend-
ance at meetings of the electoral board to determine the validity of provisional ballots shall be per-
mitted only for the authorized representatives provided for in this subsection, for the persons whose
provisional votes are being considered and their representative or legal counsel, and for appropriate
staff and legal counsel for the electoral board.

C. If the electoral board determines that such person was not entitled to vote as a qualified voter in the
precinct or district in which he offered the provisional vote, is unable to determine his right to vote, or
has not been provided one of the forms of identification specified in subsection B of § 24.2-643, or the
signed statement that the voter is the named registered voter he claims to be, the envelope containing
his ballot shall not be opened and his vote shall not be counted. The general registrar shall notify in
writing pursuant to § 24.2-114 those persons found not properly registered or whose provisional vote
was not counted.

The provisional vote shall be counted if (i) such person is entitled to vote in the precinct pursuant to §
24.2-401 or (ii) the Department of Elections or the voter presents proof that indicates the voter sub-
mitted an application for registration to a state-designated voter registration agency or the voter's
information was transmitted by the Department of Motor Vehicles to the Department of Elections pur-
suant to § 24.2-411.3 prior to the close of registration pursuant to § 24.2-416 and the registrar determ-
ines that the person was qualified for registration based upon the application for registration submitted
by the person pursuant to subsection B of § 24.2-652.

If the electoral board determines that such person was entitled to vote, the name of the voter shall be
entered in a provisional votes pollbook and marked as having voted, the envelope shall be opened,
and the ballot shall be placed in a ballot container without any inspection further than that provided for
in § 24.2-646.



D. On completion of its determination, the electoral board shall proceed to count such ballots and cer-
tify the results of its count. Its certified results shall be added to those found pursuant to § 24.2-671. No
adjustment shall be made to the statement of results for the precinct in which the person offered to
vote. However, any voter who cast a provisional ballot and is determined by the electoral board to
have been entitled to vote shall have his name included on the list of persons who voted that is sub-
mitted to the Department of Elections pursuant to § 24.2-406.

E. The certification of the results of the count together with all ballots and envelopes, whether open or
unopened, and other related material shall be delivered by the electoral board to the clerk of the circuit
court and retained by him as provided for in §§ 24.2-668 and 24.2-669.

2020, cc. 735, 908, 909, 920, 1064, 1065.

§ 24.2-653.1. Voters who did not receive absentee ballots; provisional ballots.
Any person who offers to vote pursuant to § 24.2-643 at his proper polling place or at a central
absentee voter precinct established by the governing body of the county or city where he is registered
to vote, but whose name is shown on the pollbook as having applied for an absentee ballot, shall be
entitled to cast a provisional ballot if, for any reason, he did not receive or has lost the absentee ballot
or has chosen to not vote absentee. In such case, he shall be required to present to the officer of elec-
tion a statement signed by him that he did not receive the ballot, has lost the ballot, or has not cast the
ballot, subject to felony penalties for making false statements as pursuant to § 24.2-1016, before being
given a printed ballot and permitted to vote the provisional ballot. The electoral board shall process
the ballot in accordance with the provisions of § 24.2-653.01 and the instructions of the State Board.

2006, c. 283; 2010, c. 348; 2014, cc. 540, 576; 2020, c. 735; 2021, Sp. Sess. I, c. 471.

§ 24.2-653.2. Ballots cast after normal close of polling hours due to court-ordered extension; pro-
visional ballots.
Whenever the polling hours are extended by an order of a court of competent jurisdiction, any ballots
marked after the normal polling hours by persons who were not already in line at the time the polls
would have closed, notwithstanding the court order, shall be treated as provisional ballots under this
section. The officers of election shall mark the green envelope for each such provisional ballot to indic-
ate that it was cast after normal polling hours due to the court order, and when preparing the materials
to deliver to the registrar or electoral board, shall separate these provisional ballots from any pro-
visional ballots used for any other reason. The electoral board shall treat these provisional ballots as
provided in § 24.2-653.01; however, the counted and uncounted provisional ballots marked after the
normal polling hours shall be kept separate from all other ballots and recorded in a separate pro-
visional ballots pollbook. The Department of Elections shall provide instructions to the electoral
boards for the handling and counting of such provisional ballots pursuant to this section.

2020, c. 735.

§ 24.2-653.3. Voters assigned to split precinct; provisional ballots.
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A. Any voter who is assigned to a precinct that is split between two or more election districts and
believes he was given a ballot for the district of which he is not a qualified voter may request, prior to
casting the ballot, and shall be permitted to cast a provisional ballot for the district of which he
believes he is a qualified voter and for the district in which the pollbook indicates he is registered. The
provisional ballots shall be cast in accordance with the provisions of § 24.2-653, except that the voter
shall be given a printed ballot for the district of which he believes he is a qualified voter and for the dis-
trict in which the pollbook indicates he is registered, and an envelope for each ballot, which shall be
labeled with the corresponding district number. After marking each printed ballot, the voter shall seal
each ballot in its corresponding envelope, and the ballot envelopes shall then be sealed in the green
envelope provided for in § 24.2-653.

B. At the meeting of the electoral board to determine the validity of all provisional ballots offered in the
election, the electoral board shall verify in which district a voter who voted provisionally pursuant to
this section is a qualified voter, and the provisional ballot cast by the voter for that district shall be coun-
ted. The electoral board shall process the ballot in accordance with the provisions of § 24.2-653.01
and the instructions of the State Board.

2020, c. 920, § 24.2-653.2.

§ 24.2-654. Officers to lock and seal voting equipment and ascertain vote after polls closed; state-
ment of results.
As soon as the polls are closed, the officers of election shall lock each voting and counting machine
against further voting. They shall then proceed to ascertain the vote given at the election and continue
without adjournment until they declare the results of the election. They shall seal the machines.

In ascertaining the vote, the officers of election shall complete a statement of results in duplicate on
the form and in the manner prescribed by the State Board.

Code 1950, §§ 24-258, 24-259, 24-312; 1966, c. 453; 1970, c. 462, §§ 24.1-136, 24.1-222; 1974, c.
428; 1979, c. 329; 1981, c. 425; 1983, c. 461; 1985, c. 458; 1993, c. 641; 2014, cc. 540, 576.

§ 24.2-655. Representatives of political parties and candidates to be present on request.
Before proceeding to ascertain the vote, the officers of election shall determine whether no more than
two representatives of each political party having candidates in the election and one representative of
each independent candidate or primary candidate request to be present while the absentee ballots
are cast, votes are counted, and returns are completed.

Each representative shall be a qualified voter of any jurisdiction in the Commonwealth and shall
present to the officers of election a written statement certifying that he is an authorized representative,
signed by his party chairman for the jurisdiction in which the election is held, the independent can-
didate, or the candidate in a primary, as appropriate. If the party chairman for the jurisdiction in which
the election is held is unavailable to sign such a written designation, such a designation may be made
by the state or district chairman of the political party. However, no written designation made by a state
or district chairman shall take precedence over a written designation made by the party chairman for
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the jurisdiction in which the election is held. Such representatives shall be entitled to be present while
the votes are counted and shall remain until the returns are completed.

In case such representatives, or any of them, do not request to be present, the officers shall notify the
bystanders, if any, and select one or more to be present with any available representatives of the
parties or candidates so that there are as many as four bystanders and representatives present.

The representatives and bystanders lawfully present shall have an unobstructed view of the officers of
election and their actions while the absentee ballots are cast, votes are counted, and returns are com-
pleted. The representatives and bystanders lawfully present are prohibited from interfering with the
officers of election in any way.

Code 1950, §§ 24-260, 24-261; 1970, c. 462, § 24.1-137; 1974, c. 428; 1993, c. 641; 2006, c. 177;
2010, c. 448; 2015, c. 133.

§ 24.2-656. Repealed.
Repealed by Acts 2003, c. 1015.

§ 24.2-657. Determination of vote on voting systems.
In the presence of all persons who may be present lawfully at the time, giving full view of the voting
systems or printed return sheets, the officers of election shall determine and announce the results as
shown by the counters or printed return sheets, including the votes recorded for each office on the
write-in ballots, and shall also announce the vote on every question. The vote as registered shall be
entered on the statement of results. When completed, the statement shall be compared with the num-
ber on the counters on the equipment or on the printed return sheets. If, on any ballot scanner, the num-
ber of persons voting in the election, or the number of votes cast for any office or on any question,
totals more than the number of names on the pollbooks of persons voting on the machines, then the fig-
ures recorded by the machines shall be accepted as correct. A statement to that effect shall be entered
by the officers of election in the space provided on the statement of results.

Code 1950, § 24-312; 1966, c. 453; 1970, c. 462, § 24.1-222; 1974, c. 428; 1979, c. 329; 1981, c. 425;
1983, c. 461; 1985, c. 458; 1993, c. 641; 2014, cc. 540, 576; 2016, c. 464.

§ 24.2-658. Machines with printed return sheets; disposition of sheets.
If machines that print returns are used, the printed inspection sheet and two copies of the printed
return sheet containing the results of the election for each machine shall be inserted in the envelope
containing the statement of results by the officers of election and sealed and returned as required by §
24.2-668.

The printed inspection sheets and one copy of the printed return sheets shall be kept with the state-
ment of results and preserved as provided in § 24.2-669.

One copy of the printed return sheets shall be made available by the clerk of the circuit court on the
day following the election and for 60 additional days for inspection and transcribing information there-
from by the public.
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1981, c. 425, § 24.1-222.1; 1985, c. 458; 1993, c. 641; 2014, cc. 540, 576.

§ 24.2-659. Locking voting systems after election and delivering keys to clerk; printed returns as
evidence.
A. If the voting system is secured by the use of equipment keys, after the officers of election lock and
seal each machine, the equipment keys shall be enclosed in an envelope that shall be sealed and
have endorsed thereon a certificate of an officer of election stating the election precinct, the number of
each machine, the number on the seal, and the number of the protective counter, if one, on the
machine. The sealed envelope shall be delivered by one of the officers of the election to the clerk of
the circuit court where the election was held. The custodians of the voting equipment shall enclose
and seal in an envelope, properly endorsed, all other keys to all voting equipment in their jurisdictions
and deliver the envelope to the clerk of the circuit court by noon on the day following the election.

B. If the voting systems are secured by the use of equipment keys or electronic activation devices that
are not specific to a particular machine, after the officers of election lock and seal each machine, the
equipment keys and electronic activation devices shall be enclosed in an envelope that shall be
sealed and have endorsed thereon a certificate of an officer of election stating the election precinct.
The sealed envelope shall be delivered by one of the officers of election to the clerk of the circuit court
where the election was held.

C. If the voting system is secured by removal of the data storage device used in that election, the
officers shall remove the data storage device and proceed to lock and seal each machine. The data
storage device shall be enclosed in an envelope that shall be sealed and have endorsed thereon a
certificate of an officer of election stating the election precinct, the number of each machine, the num-
ber on the seal, and the number of the protective counter, if one, on the machine. The sealed envelope
shall be delivered by one of the officers of election to the clerk of the circuit court where the election
was held. The equipment keys used at the polls shall be sealed in a different envelope and delivered
to the clerk who shall release them to the general registrar upon request or at the expiration of the time
specified by subsection F.

D. If the voting system provides for the creation of a separate master electronic back-up on a data stor-
age device that combines the data for all of the voting systems in a given precinct, that data storage
device shall be enclosed in an envelope that shall be sealed and have endorsed thereon a certificate
of an officer of election stating the name of the precinct. The sealed envelope shall be delivered by
one of the officers of election to the clerk of the circuit court where the election was held. The data stor-
age device for the individual machines may remain sealed in its individual machine until the expir-
ation of the time specified by subsection F. The equipment keys and the electronic activation devices
used at the polls shall be sealed together in a separate envelope and delivered to the clerk who shall
release them to the general registrar upon request or at the expiration of the time specified by sub-
section F.
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E. If the voting system is secured by removal of the data storage device used in that election, and the
only record of votes cast for any office or on any question is saved on that data storage device and not
on the machine itself, the officers shall remove the data storage device and proceed to lock and seal
each machine. Each such machine shall remain locked and sealed until it is returned to the site at
which voting systems are stored in the locality. The data storage device shall be enclosed in an envel-
ope that shall be sealed and have endorsed thereon a certificate of an officer of election stating the
election precinct, the number of each machine, the number on the seal, and the number of the pro-
tective counter, if one, on the machine. The sealed envelope shall be delivered by one of the officers
of election to the clerk of the circuit court where the election was held. The equipment keys used at the
polls shall be sealed in a different envelope and delivered to the general registrar no later than noon
on the day after the election.

F. The voting systems described in subsections A, B, C, and D shall remain locked and sealed until
the deadline to request a recount under Chapter 8 (§ 24.2-800 et seq.) has passed and, if any contest
or recount is pending thereafter, until it has been concluded. Such machines and any envelope con-
taining data storage devices shall be opened and all data examined only (i) on the order of a court of
competent jurisdiction or (ii) on the request of an authorized representative of the State Board, or the
electoral board or general registrar at the direction of the State Board, in order to ensure the accuracy
of the returns. In the event that machines and data storage devices are examined under clause (ii),
each political party and each independent candidate on the ballot, or each primary candidate, shall be
entitled to have a representative present during such examination. The representatives and observers
lawfully present shall be prohibited from interfering with the officers of election in any way. The State
Board, local electoral board, or general registrar shall provide such parties and candidates reasonable
advance notice of the examination.

When the required time has expired, the clerk of the circuit court shall return all voting equipment keys
and data storage devices to the general registrar.

G. The local electoral board or general registrar may direct the officers of election and custodians that
any sealed equipment keys or data storage devices that are otherwise required by the provisions of
this section to be delivered to the clerk of the circuit court shall instead be delivered to the principal
office of the general registrar no later than noon on the day following the election. The general regis-
trar shall secure and retain the sealed equipment keys and any other electronic locking or activation
devices in his office and shall convey them to the clerk of the court by noon on the day following the
ascertainment of the results of the election by the electoral board.

H. The provisions of this section requiring the locking and sealing of voting systems shall not apply to
any ballot marking device and its data storage device provided pursuant to § 24.2-626.1, where the
number of persons voting in the election or the number of votes cast for any office or on any question
are not recorded by the ballot marking device.



Code 1950, § 24-314; 1962, c. 230; 1966, c. 453; 1970, c. 462, § 24.1-224; 1974, c. 428; 1978, c. 778;
1985, c. 458; 1993, c. 641; 1995, c. 197; 2003, c. 1015; 2004, cc. 835, 993, 1010; 2006, c. 689; 2008,
cc. 107, 385; 2014, cc. 540, 576; 2016, cc. 18, 218, 464, 489, 492.

§ 24.2-660. Repealed.
Repealed by Acts 2004, cc. 993 and 1010.

§ 24.2-661. Detection and setting aside of double ballots.
After the votes on all voting and counting equipment have been determined and recorded, the officers
of election shall proceed to examine and count the paper ballots to ascertain if any double ballots
have been cast, and whether the number of ballots corresponds with the number of names on the poll-
books of persons who voted on paper ballots. If two or more separate ballots are found so folded
together as to represent the appearance of a single ballot they shall be laid aside until the count of the
ballots is completed. If, upon a comparison of the count and the number of names of such qualified
voters on the pollbooks, it appears that the two or more ballots thus folded together were cast by the
same qualified voter, they shall be set aside and not counted.

Code 1950, §§ 24-262, 24-313; 1970, c. 462, §§ 24.1-138, 24.1-223; 1983, c. 461; 1985, c. 458; 1993,
c. 641.

§ 24.2-662. Procedure when paper ballots exceed names on pollbooks.
If the ballots in the container exceed the number of names on the pollbooks of persons who voted on
paper ballots, all ballots shall be replaced in the ballot container. Then, after the container is well
shaken, an officer of election, being blindfolded, shall withdraw a sufficient number of ballots to reduce
the number of ballots left in the container to the number of such names on the pollbooks. The drawn
ballots shall be set aside and not counted.

Code 1950, § 24-263; 1970, c. 462, § 24.1-139; 1983, c. 461; 1993, c. 641; 2003, c. 1015.

§ 24.2-663. When ballot void.
If a printed ballot is found to have been voted for a greater number of names for any one office than the
number of persons required to fill the office, or if the title of the office is erased, the ballot shall be con-
sidered void as to all the names designated to fill such office, but no further, and the ballot shall be
counted for the other offices on the ballot. In the case of a ballot scanner machine, an election official
is authorized to cause the ballot scanner to receive the ballot and count it in accordance with this sec-
tion. No ballot shall be void for having been voted for fewer names than authorized.

If any person votes, either in person or absentee, more than one time in an election, all ballots
received from such person shall be void and, if possible, not counted. If one such ballot has already
been cast, any additional ballots received from such person shall be void and not counted.

Code 1950, § 24-266; 1970, c. 462, § 24.1-140; 1978, c. 778; 1993, c. 641; 2013, c. 469; 2014, cc.
540, 576.

§ 24.2-664. Reduction in number of ballots.
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Whenever the number of ballots is reduced by fraudulent or void ballots below the number of names of
qualified voters on the pollbooks who voted on paper ballots, the cause of such reduction shall be
stated in the space provided on the statement of results.

Code 1950, § 24-624; 1970, c. 462, § 24.1-141; 1981, c. 425; 1983, c. 461; 1993, c. 641.

§ 24.2-665. How paper ballots counted.
A. When the number of paper ballots to be counted has been verified, the officers shall proceed to
ascertain the number of votes cast by paper ballots for each person and for and against each ques-
tion. The votes on all ballots for all offices and questions shall be counted. As soon as all ballots are
counted, they shall be placed in an envelope or container labeled "counted ballots." No person other
than the officers of the election shall handle the ballots.

B. Only an official ballot prepared as provided for in this title shall be counted. If any unofficial ballot is
found among the official ballots, the unofficial ballot shall be put aside, not counted and appropriately
noted on the statement of results.

Code 1950, §§ 24-246, 24-265; 1950, p. 165; 1970, c. 462, § 24.1-142; 1981, c. 425; 1993, c. 641.

§ 24.2-666. Procedures to account for paper ballots.
The State Board shall prescribe appropriate forms and procedures for use by the local electoral
boards, general registrars, and officers of election to account for all paper ballots, used and unused.

1988, cc. 291, 318, § 24.1-143.1; 1993, c. 641.

§ 24.2-667. Completion of statement of results.
At the conclusion of determining the votes cast on voting devices and paper ballots, the officers of elec-
tion shall verify that all required data has been accurately entered, sign both copies of the statement of
results, and affirm that the statement is complete and the information thereon is true and correct.

Code 1950, §§ 24-246, 24-265, 24-312; 1950, p. 165; 1966, c. 453; 1970, c. 462, §§ 24.1-142, 24.1-
222; 1974, c. 428; 1979, c. 329; 1981, c. 425; 1983, c. 461; 1985, c. 458; 1993, c. 641.

§ 24.2-667.1. Reporting of results; absentee votes.
The general registrar shall report to the Department for each precinct in his locality the number and res-
ults of absentee ballots cast by voters assigned to such precinct. Results from absentee voting and vot-
ing at the precinct on election day shall be reported separately. The general registrar shall also report
to the Department of Elections the number and results of absentee ballots cast early in person pur-
suant to § 24.2-701.1 separately from the number and results of all other absentee ballots. The Depart-
ment shall establish standards for ascertaining and reporting such information.

2021, Sp. Sess. I, c. 471; 2022, cc. 125, 126.

§ 24.2-668. Pollbooks, statements of results, and ballots to be sealed and delivered to clerk or gen-
eral registrar.
A. After ascertaining the results and before adjourning, the officers shall put the pollbooks, the duplic-
ate statements of results, and any printed inspection and return sheets in the envelopes provided by
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the State Board. The officers shall seal the envelopes and direct them to the clerk of the circuit court
for the county or city. The pollbooks, statements, and sheets thus sealed and directed, the sealed
counted ballots envelope or container, and the unused, defaced, spoiled and set aside ballots prop-
erly accounted for, packaged and sealed, shall be conveyed by one of the officers to be determined by
lot, if they cannot otherwise agree, to the clerk of court by noon on the day following the election.

The clerk shall retain custody of the pollbooks, printed ballots, and other elections materials until the
time has expired for initiating a recount, contest, or other proceeding in which the pollbooks, printed
ballots, and other elections materials may be needed as evidence and there is no proceeding
pending. The clerk shall (i) secure all pollbooks, printed ballots and other election materials in sealed
boxes; (ii) place all of the sealed boxes in a vault or room not open to the public or to anyone other
than the clerk and his staff; (iii) cause such vault or room to be securely locked except when access is
necessary for the clerk and his staff; and (iv) upon the initiation of a recount, certify that these security
measures have been taken in whatever form is deemed appropriate by the chief judge.

After that time the clerk shall deliver the pollbooks to the general registrar who shall return the poll-
books or transfer a copy of the electronic data to the State Board as directed by § 24.2-114 for voting
credit purposes. After the pollbooks are returned by the State Board, the general registrar shall retain
the pollbooks in his principal office for two years from the date of the election. The clerk shall retain the
statement of results and any printed inspection and return sheets for two years and may then destroy
them.

B. The local electoral board or general registrar may direct that the officers of election, in lieu of con-
veying the materials to the clerk of the circuit court as provided in subsection A, shall convey the mater-
ials to the principal office of the general registrar on the night of the election or the morning following
the election as the board directs. The general registrar shall secure and retain the materials in his
office and shall convey to the clerk of the court, by noon of the day following the ascertainment of the
results of the election by the electoral board, all of the election materials. The general registrar shall
retain for public inspection one copy of the statement of results.

C. If an electronic pollbook is used, the data disc or cartridge containing the electronic records of the
election, or, alternately, a printed copy of the pollbook records of those who voted, shall be trans-
mitted, sealed and retained as required by this section, and otherwise treated as the pollbook for that
election for all purposes subsequent to the election. Nothing in this title shall be construed to require
that the equipment or software used to produce the electronic pollbook be sealed or retained along
with the pollbook, provided that the records for the election have been transferred or printed according
to the instructions of the State Board.

Code 1950, §§ 24-232, 24-267, 24-268, 24-270; 1970, c. 462, §§ 24.1-143, 24.1-144; 1971, Ex. Sess.,
c. 247; 1972, c. 620; 1973, c. 30; 1975, c. 515; 1978, c. 778; 1981, c. 425; 1992, c. 293; 1993, c. 641;
1995, c. 197; 1996, c. 8; 1997, cc. 438, 456; 2002, c. 190; 2003, c. 1015; 2004, cc. 410, 835; 2007, c.
285; 2016, cc. 18, 492; 2020, c. 294.
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§ 24.2-669. Clerk to keep ballots; inspection; destruction.
The clerk to whom the counted and uncounted ballots are delivered shall, without breaking the seal,
deposit them in a secure place in his office, where they shall be kept for the time required by this sec-
tion. He shall not allow the ballots to be inspected except (i) by an authorized representative of the
State Board or by the electoral board at the direction of the State Board to ensure the accuracy of the
returns or the purity of the election, (ii) by the officers of election, and then only at the direction of the
electoral board in accordance with § 24.2-672 when the provisions of § 24.2-662 have not been fol-
lowed, (iii) on the order of a court before which there is pending a proceeding for a contest or recount
under Chapter 8 (§ 24.2-800 et seq.) of this title or before whom there is then pending a proceeding in
which the ballots are necessary for use in evidence, or (iv) for the purpose of conducting a risk-limiting
audit pursuant to § 24.2-671.2. In the event that ballots are inspected under clause (i), (ii), or (iv) of this
paragraph, each political party and each independent candidate on the ballot, or each primary can-
didate, shall be entitled to have a representative present during such inspection. The representatives
and observers lawfully present shall be prohibited from interfering with the officers of election in any
way. The State Board or local electoral board shall provide such parties and candidates reasonable
advance notice of the inspection.

After the counted ballots for a federal election have remained in the clerk's office for two years, if no
election contest or other proceeding is pending in which such ballots may be needed as evidence, the
clerk shall destroy such ballots. After the counted ballots for any other election have remained in the
clerk's office for one year, if no election contest or other proceeding is pending in which such ballots
may be needed as evidence, the clerk shall destroy such ballots. After the unused ballots have
remained in the clerk's office and the time has expired for initiating a recount, contest, or other pro-
ceeding in which such ballots may be needed as evidence and no such contest or proceeding is
pending, the clerk may then destroy the unused ballots other than punchcard ballots, which shall be
returned to the electoral board.

Code 1950, §§ 24-268, 24-270; 1970, c. 462, § 24.1-144; 1973, c. 30; 1975, c. 515; 1978, c. 778;
1981, c. 425; 1992, c. 293; 1993, c. 641; 1998, c. 270; 2003, c. 1015; 2006, c. 689; 2008, c. 565; 2022,
cc. 443, 444.

§ 24.2-670. Clerk to send for books and ballots if not delivered by officers.
If the officers of election fail to deliver the materials to the clerk of the circuit court, or to the principal
office of the general registrar, as required by § 24.2-668 before the time for the electoral board to meet
and open the returns, the clerk of the circuit court shall dispatch, to obtain such returns, a law-enforce-
ment officer, who shall be subject to the same penalties and entitled to the same compensation as an
officer of election for such service.

Code 1950, § 24-269; 1970, c. 462, § 24.1-145; 1993, c. 641; 1995, c. 197.

§ 24.2-671. Electoral board to meet and ascertain results; conclusiveness of results.
Each electoral board shall meet at the clerk's or general registrar's office of the county or city for which
they are appointed at or before 5:00 p.m. on the day after any election. The board may adjourn to
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another room of sufficient size in a public building to ascertain the results, and may adjourn as
needed, not to exceed seven calendar days from the date of the election unless an extension has
been granted to accommodate a risk-limiting audit conducted pursuant to § 24.2-671.2. Written dir-
ections to the location of any room other than the clerk's or general registrar's office where the board
will meet shall be posted at the doors of the clerk's and general registrar's offices prior to the begin-
ning of the meeting.

The board shall open the returns delivered by the officers.

If the electoral board has exercised the option provided by § 24.2-668 for delivery of the election mater-
ials to the office of the general registrar on the night of the election, the electoral board shall meet at
the office of the general registrar at or before 5:00 p.m. on the day after any election.

The board shall ascertain from the returns the total votes in the county or city, or town in a town elec-
tion, for each candidate and for and against each question and complete the abstract of votes cast at
such election, as provided for in § 24.2-675. For any office in which no person was elected by write-in
votes, and for which the total number of write-in votes for that office is less than (i) 10 percent of the
total number of votes cast for that office and (ii) the total number of votes cast for the candidate receiv-
ing the most votes, the electoral board shall ascertain the total votes for each write-in candidate for the
office within one week following the election. For offices for which the electoral board issues the cer-
tificate of election, the result so ascertained, signed and attested, shall be conclusive and shall not
thereafter be subject to challenge except as specifically provided in Chapter 8 (§ 24.2-800 et seq.).

Once the result is so ascertained, the secretary of the electoral board shall deliver one copy of each
statement of results to the general registrar to be available for inspection when his office is open for
business. The secretary shall then return all pollbooks, any printed inspection and return sheets, and
one copy of each statement of results to the clerk.

Beginning with the general election in November 2007, a report of any changes made by the local
electoral board to the unofficial results ascertained by the officers of election or any subsequent
change to the official abstract of votes made by the local electoral board shall be forwarded to the
State Board of Elections and the explanation of such change shall be posted on the State Board web-
site.

Each political party and each independent candidate on the ballot, or each primary candidate, shall be
entitled to have representatives present when the local electoral board meets to ascertain the results
of the election. Each such party and candidate shall be entitled to have at least as many rep-
resentatives present as there are teams of officials working to ascertain the results, and the room in
which the local electoral board meets shall be of sufficient size and configuration to allow the rep-
resentatives reasonable access and proximity to view the ballots as the teams of officials work to
ascertain the results. The representatives and observers lawfully present shall be prohibited from inter-
fering with the officials in any way. It is unlawful for any person to knowingly possess any firearm as
defined in § 18.2-308.2:2 within 40 feet of any building, or part thereof, used as a meeting place for the
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local electoral board while the electoral board meets to ascertain the results of an election, unless
such person is (a) any law-enforcement officer or any retired law-enforcement officer qualified pur-
suant to subsection C of § 18.2-308.016; (b) occupying his own private property that falls within 40 feet
of a polling place; or (c) an armed security officer, licensed pursuant to Article 4 (§ 9.1-138 et seq.) of
Chapter 1 of Title 9.1, whose employment or performance of his duties occurs within 40 feet of any
building, or part thereof, used as a meeting place for the local electoral board while the electoral board
meets to ascertain the results of an election.

Code 1950, §§ 24-271, 24-272; 1970, c. 462, § 24.1-146; 1973, c. 30; 1981, c. 425; 1991, c. 388;
1992, c. 329; 1993, c. 641; 1996, cc. 8, 223; 2003, c. 1015; 2005, c. 824; 2006, c. 689; 2014, c. 486;
2018, c. 536; 2021, Sp. Sess. I, c. 459; 2022, cc. 443, 444.

§ 24.2-671.1. Repealed.
Repealed by Acts 2022, cc. 443 and 444, cl. 6.

§ 24.2-671.2. Risk-limiting audits.
A. For the purposes of this section:

"Contested race" means an election for an office where more names appear on the ballot then there
are vacancies to be filled or a statewide referendum or proposed constitutional amendment.

"Risk limit" means the largest probability that the risk-limiting audit will fail to correct an election out-
come that differs from the outcome that would be found by a full manual tabulation of the votes on all
ballots cast in the contested race.

"Risk-limiting audit" means an audit protocol conducted after an election and prior to the certification
of the election results with a pre-specified minimum probability of requiring a full hand count of votes
cast if the outcome reported by the voting system differs from the outcome that would be found by a full
hand count of the votes in a contested race. A "risk-limiting audit" requires a hand count of randomly
sampled printed ballots that continues until there is either strong statistical evidence that the reported
outcome is correct or, in the absence of such evidence, a full hand count of all ballots cast in the con-
tested race that determines the outcome.

B. Risk-limiting audits conducted pursuant to this section shall be performed by the local electoral
boards and general registrars under the supervision of the Department and in accordance with the pro-
cedures prescribed by the State Board, including:

1. Processes for randomly selecting contested races and determining the risk limit.

2. Procedures for preparing for a risk-limiting audit, including guidelines for organizing ballots, select-
ing venues, and securing appropriate materials by local electoral boards and general registrars.

3. Procedures for ballot custody, accounting, security, and written record retention that ensure that the
collection of cast ballots from which samples are drawn is complete and accurate throughout the audit.

4. Procedures for hand counting of the audited ballots.

5. Processes and methods for conducting the risk-limiting audit.
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6. Procedures for ensuring transparency and understanding of the process by participants and the pub-
lic, including guidelines for direct observation by members of the public, representatives of the can-
didates involved in the risk-limiting audit, and representatives of the political parties.

C. The Department shall provide that the following risk-limiting audits be conducted:

1. In the year of a general election for members of the United States House of Representatives, a risk-
limiting audit of at least one randomly selected contested race for such office;

2. (Effective July 1, 2023) In the year of a general election for members of the General Assembly, a
risk-limiting audit of at least one randomly selected contested race for such office;

3. (Effective July 1, 2024) In any year in which there is not a general election for a statewide office, a
risk-limiting audit of at least one randomly selected contested race for a local office, including con-
stitutional offices, for which certification by the State Board is required under § 24.2-680; and

4. (Effective July 1, 2023) In any year, any other risk-limiting audit of a contested race that is necessary
to ensure that each locality participates in a risk-limiting audit of an office within its jurisdiction at least
once every five years or that the State Board finds appropriate. Such audits must be approved by at
least a two-thirds majority vote of all members of the Board.

D. A local electoral board may request that the State Board approve the conduct of a risk-limiting audit
for a contested race within the local electoral board's jurisdiction. The state board shall promulgate reg-
ulations for submitting such requests. The State Board shall grant an extension of the local electoral
board's certification deadline under § 24.2-671 as necessary to accommodate the conduct of a risk-lim-
iting audit conducted pursuant to this subsection. The Department may count a risk-limiting audit con-
ducted pursuant to this subsection toward the requirement in subdivision C 4.

E. Notwithstanding the provisions of subsections C and D, no contested race shall be selected to
receive a risk-limiting audit if the tabulation of the unofficial result for the contested race shows a dif-
ference of not more than one percent of the total vote cast for the top two candidates.

F. Upon the tabulation of the unofficial results of an election, the State Board shall determine, in
accordance with subsection C, all the contested races for that election that will receive a risk-limiting
audit and shall set the risk limit to be applied in such audits. As soon as practicable after selection of
the contests to be audited, the Department shall publish a notice of the contested races in accordance
with the requirements for public meetings in § 2.2-3707. The Department shall provide support to local
electoral boards and general registrars in preparing to hold the risk-limiting audits.

G. The local electoral board and general registrar shall conduct a risk-limiting audit within their jur-
isdiction at the date, time, and location noticed by the Department. At least one member of the local
electoral board representing each party shall participate in the risk-limiting audit and be present for the
duration of the risk-limiting audit when ballots are being selected and counted and calculations are
being made. All risk-limiting audits shall be conducted in a place and manner that is open to the pub-
lic. At the conclusion of a risk-limiting audit, all audit materials, including ballots and any records



generated during the course of the audit, shall be delivered to the clerk of the circuit court and retained
as election materials pursuant to § 24.2-668.

H. The local electoral board in coordination with the general registrar shall promptly report the results
of a risk-limiting audit of any contested races subject to § 24.2-680 in their jurisdiction to the Depart-
ment. The results of any risk-limiting audit for a local contested race shall also be retained by the local
electoral board. At the conclusion of each risk-limiting audit requiring certification by the State Board,
the Department shall submit to the State Board a report, which shall include all data generated by the
risk-limiting audit and all information required to confirm that the risk-limiting audit was conducted in
accordance with the procedures adopted by the State Board. The Department shall publish the results
of all risk-limiting audits pursuant to this section on the Department's website.

I. If a risk-limiting audit of a contested race escalates to a full hand count, the results of the hand count
shall be used to certify the election in lieu of the tabulation of the unofficial results obtained prior to the
conduct of the risk-limiting audit. A full hand count conducted pursuant to this section shall not be con-
strued as a recount under Chapter 8 (§ 24.2-800 et seq.). Nothing in this section shall be construed to
limit the rights of a candidate under Chapter 8.

2022, cc. 443, 444.

§ 24.2-672. Electoral board to correct irregularities in returns of officers of election.
While ascertaining the results of an election, the electoral board may find that there are irregularities or
informalities in the returns of the officers of election which can be cured by amending or correcting the
returns. Then the board immediately shall summon, to appear before the board on the date of the sum-
mons or the next date thereafter, the officers of elections required to amend the returns so that the
same may conform to the law. The summons may be executed by any person authorized by law to
serve summonses for witnesses.

Code 1950, § 24-275; 1970, c. 462, § 24.1-147; 1992, c. 329; 1993, c. 641.

§ 24.2-672.1. Risk-limiting audits.
A. For the purposes of this section:

“Contested race” means an election for an office where more names appear on the ballot then there
are vacancies to be filled or a statewide referendum or proposed constitutional amendment.

“Risk limit” means the largest probability that the risk-limiting audit will fail to correct an election out-
come that differs from the outcome that would be found by a full manual tabulation of the votes on all
ballots cast in the contested race.

“Risk-limiting audit” means an audit protocol conducted after an election and prior to the certification of
the election results with a pre-specified minimum probability of requiring a full hand count of votes cast
if the outcome reported by the voting system differs from the outcome that would be found by a full
hand count of the votes in a contested race. A “risk-limiting audit” requires a hand count of randomly
sampled printed ballots that continues until there is either strong statistical evidence that the reported

http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?221+ful+CHAP0443
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?221+ful+CHAP0444


outcome is correct or, in the absence of such evidence, a full hand count of all ballots cast in the con-
tested race that determines the outcome.

B. Risk-limiting audits conducted pursuant to this section shall be performed by the local electoral
boards and general registrars under the supervision of the Department and in accordance with the pro-
cedures prescribed by the State Board, including:

1. Processes for randomly selecting contested races and determining the risk limit.

2. Procedures for preparing for a risk-limiting audit, including guidelines for organizing ballots, select-
ing venues, and securing appropriate materials by local electoral boards and general registrars.

3. Procedures for ballot custody, accounting, security, and written record retention that ensure that the
collection of cast ballots from which samples are drawn is complete and accurate throughout the audit.

4. Procedures for hand counting of the audited ballots.

5. Processes and methods for conducting the risk-limiting audit.

6. Procedures for ensuring transparency and understanding of the process by participants and the pub-
lic, including guidelines for direct observation by members of the public, representatives of the can-
didates involved in the risk-limiting audit, and representatives of the political parties.

C. The Department shall provide that the following risk-limiting audits be conducted:

1. In the year of a general election for members of the United States House of Representatives, a risk-
limiting audit of at least one randomly selected contested race for such office;

2. In the year of a general election for members of the General Assembly, a risk-limiting audit of at
least one randomly selected contested race for such office;

3. (Effective July 1, 2024) In any year in which there is not a general election for a statewide office, a
risk-limiting audit of at least one randomly selected contested race for a local office, including con-
stitutional offices, for which certification by the State Board is required under § 24.2-680; and

4. In any year, any other risk-limiting audit of a contested race that is necessary to ensure that each loc-
ality participates in a risk-limiting audit of an office within its jurisdiction at least once every five years
or that the State Board finds appropriate. Such audits must be approved by at least a two-thirds major-
ity vote of all members of the Board.

D. A local electoral board may request that the State Board approve the conduct of a risk-limiting audit
for a contested race within the local electoral board’s jurisdiction. The state board shall promulgate
regulations for submitting such requests. The State Board shall grant an extension of the local elect-
oral board’s certification deadline under § 24.2-671 as necessary to accommodate the conduct of a
risk-limiting audit conducted pursuant to this subsection. The Department may count a risk-limiting
audit conducted pursuant to this subsection toward the requirement in subdivision C 4.



E. Notwithstanding the provisions of subsections C and D, no contested race shall be selected to
receive a risk-limiting audit if the tabulation of the unofficial result for the contested race shows a dif-
ference of not more than one percent of the total vote cast for the top two candidates.

F. Upon the tabulation of the unofficial results of an election, the State Board shall determine, in
accordance with subsection C, all the contested races for that election that will receive a risk-limiting
audit and shall set the risk limit to be applied in such audits. As soon as practicable after selection of
the contests to be audited, the Department shall publish a notice of the contested races in accordance
with the requirements for public meetings in § 2.2-3707. The Department shall provide support to local
electoral boards and general registrars in preparing to hold the risk-limiting audits.

G. The local electoral board and general registrar shall conduct a risk-limiting audit within their jur-
isdiction at the date, time, and location noticed by the Department. At least one member of the local
electoral board representing each party shall participate in the risk-limiting audit and be present for the
duration of the risk-limiting audit when ballots are being selected and counted and calculations are
being made. All risk-limiting audits shall be conducted in a place and manner that is open to the pub-
lic. At the conclusion of a risk-limiting audit, all audit materials, including ballots and any records gen-
erated during the course of the audit, shall be delivered to the clerk of the circuit court and retained as
election materials pursuant to § 24.2-668.

H. The local electoral board in coordination with the general registrar shall promptly report the results
of a risk-limiting audit of any contested races subject to § 24.2-680 in their jurisdiction to the Depart-
ment. The results of any risk-limiting audit for a local contested race shall also be retained by the local
electoral board. At the conclusion of each risk-limiting audit requiring certification by the State Board,
the Department shall submit to the State Board a report, which shall include all data generated by the
risk-limiting audit and all information required to confirm that the risk-limiting audit was conducted in
accordance with the procedures adopted by the State Board. The Department shall publish the results
of all risk-limiting audits pursuant to this section on the Department’s website.

I. If a risk-limiting audit of a contested race escalates to a full hand count, the results of the hand count
shall be used to certify the election in lieu of the tabulation of the unofficial results obtained prior to the
conduct of the risk-limiting audit. A full hand count conducted pursuant to this section shall not be con-
strued as a recount under Chapter 8 (§ 24.2-800 et seq.). Nothing in this section shall be construed to
limit the rights of a candidate under Chapter 8.

2022, cc. 443, 444.

§ 24.2-673. Candidates having highest number of votes to receive certificate of election.
A. Except as provided in subsection B or in the case of a recount pursuant to the provisions of Chapter
8 (§ 24.2-800 et seq.), in all elections for the choice of any officer, unless it is otherwise expressly
provided, the person having the highest number of votes for any office shall be deemed to have been
elected to such office and shall receive the certificate of election.

http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?221+ful+CHAP0443
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?221+ful+CHAP0444


B. In an election for a local office in a locality with a population of no more than 4,000 persons, if the
person having the highest number of votes for the office is elected by write-in votes and is not qualified
to hold such office or declines to assume such office, the person having the second highest number of
votes shall be deemed to have been elected to such office and shall receive the certificate of election.
In the event that the person having the second highest number of votes is not qualified to hold such
office or declines to assume such office, the person having the next highest number of votes shall be
deemed to have been elected to such office and shall receive the certificate of election. In the event
that the person having the next highest number of votes is not qualified to hold such office or declines
to assume such office, a vacancy shall be declared and filled by special election.

Code 1950, § 24-276; 1970, c. 462, § 24.1-148; 1993, c. 641; 2023, c. 221.

§ 24.2-673.1. (Expires July 1, 2031) Ranked choice voting.
A. For purposes of this section:

"Ranked choice voting" means a method of casting and tabulating votes in which (i) voters rank can-
didates in order of preference, (ii) tabulation proceeds in rounds such that in each round either a can-
didate or candidates are elected or the last-place candidate is defeated, (iii) votes for voters' next-
ranked candidates are transferred from elected or defeated candidates, and (iv) tabulation ends when
the number of candidates elected equals the number of offices to be filled. "Ranked choice voting" is
known as "instant runoff voting" when electing a single office and "single transferable vote" when
electing multiple offices.

"Ranking" means the ordinal number assigned on a ballot by a voter to a candidate to express the
voter's preference for that candidate. Ranking number one is the highest ranking, ranking number two
is the next-highest ranking, and so on, consecutively, up to the number of candidates indicated on the
ballot.

B. Elections of members of a county board of supervisors or a city council may be conducted by
ranked choice voting pursuant to this section. The decision to conduct an election by ranked choice
voting shall be made, in consultation with the local electoral board and general registrar, by a majority
vote of the board of supervisors or city council that the office being elected serves.

C. The State Board may promulgate regulations for the proper and efficient administration of elections
determined by ranked choice voting, including (i) procedures for tabulating votes in rounds, (ii) pro-
cedures for determining winners in elections for offices to which only one candidate is being elected
and to which more than one candidate is being elected, and (iii) standards for ballots pursuant to §
24.2-613, notwithstanding the provisions of subsection E of that section.

D. The State Board may administer or prescribe standards for a voter outreach and public information
program for use by any locality conducting ranked choice voting pursuant to this section.

2020, c. 1054.

§ 24.2-674. Determination by lot in case of tie.
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If, prior to a recount, two or more persons have an equal number of votes for any county, city, town, or
district office, and a higher number than any other person, the electoral board shall proceed publicly to
determine by lot which of the candidates shall be declared elected.

If, prior to a recount, any two or more persons have an equal number of votes and a higher number
than any other person for member of the General Assembly or of the Congress of the United States, or
if any two or more persons have an equal number of votes and a higher number than any other person
for elector of President and Vice President of the United States, the State Board of Elections shall pro-
ceed publicly to determine by lot which of them shall be declared elected. Reasonable notice shall be
given to such candidates of the time when such elections shall be so determined; and if they, or either
of them, shall fail to appear in accordance with such notice, the Board shall proceed so as to determ-
ine the election in their absence.

Any person who loses the determination by lot may petition for a recount pursuant to Article 1 (§ 24.2-
800 et seq.) of Chapter 8 of this title.

Code 1950, §§ 24-277, 24-290; 1970, c. 462, § 24.1-149; 1993, c. 641; 2020, c. 500.

§ 24.2-675. Abstracts of votes to be made by secretary and forwarded to State Board and to clerks.
As soon as the electoral board determines the persons who have received the highest number of
votes for any office, the secretary shall make out an abstract of the votes for each of the following:
Governor; Lieutenant Governor; Attorney General; members of the Senate of Virginia; members of the
House of Delegates; members of the United States Senate; members of the United States House of
Representatives; electors of the President and Vice President of the United States; each county office;
each city office; each district office; each town office; and such others as may be required for statewide
referenda. The abstracts shall contain the names of all persons receiving any vote for each office and
the total number of votes received by each person or for or against each question. However, if no per-
son was elected by write-in votes and the total number of write-in votes for any office is less than (i) 10
percent of the total number of votes cast for that office and (ii) the total number of votes cast for the can-
didate receiving the most votes, the abstract shall contain only the total number of write-in votes and
not the number of write-in votes for each person receiving write-in votes.

The abstracts shall be certified and signed by the electoral board, attested by the secretary, and
retained by the electoral board as part of its records. A copy of each, certified under the official seal of
the electoral board, shall immediately be mailed or delivered by hand to the State Board. The State
Board shall require the electoral board of any county or city to correct any errors found on such
abstracts prior to completing the requirements of § 24.2-679.

One certified copy of each abstract of votes shall be forwarded (i) to the clerk of the city council or
board of supervisors and recorded in its record book, (ii) for town elections, to the clerk of the town
council and recorded in its minute book, and (iii) for each local referendum, to the circuit court for the
locality.
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Code 1950, §§ 24-278 through 24-280; 1970, c. 462, § 24.1-150; 1972, c. 620; 1975, c. 515; 1976, c.
616; 1981, c. 425; 1993, c. 641; 1996, c. 223; 2003, c. 1015; 2018, c. 536.

§ 24.2-676. Secretary to make out and deliver certificate of election.
Immediately after the electoral board has determined the election results, the secretary shall make out
certificates of election for each county, city, town, or district office other than an office shared by more
than one county or city, or any combination thereof. The secretary shall make out the certificate for
each of the persons who has the highest number of votes for the office, who has sufficient votes to be
elected to a multi-member office, or, in case of a tie, who has been decided by lot to be elected. The
secretary, or another board member or registrar designated by the secretary, shall deliver in person or
the secretary shall transmit by certified mail the certificate to the person elected, as soon as such per-
son has complied with the provisions of § 24.2-948.2.

Code 1950, § 24-282; 1970, c. 462, § 24.1-151; 1972, c. 620; 1975, c. 515; 1980, c. 639; 1983, c. 264;
1993, c. 641; 2006, cc. 787, 892.

§ 24.2-677. State Board to open and record returns; application of Freedom of Information Act.
The State Board, on receipt of the certified abstracts of the votes given in the several counties and cit-
ies, shall open the abstracts and record and carefully preserve them.

The provisions of Chapter 37 (§ 2.2-3700 et seq.) of Title 2.2, the Virginia Freedom of Information Act,
shall not apply to the certified abstracts of the votes or any other documents used by the Board in
ascertaining the results of any election until the results have been finally determined by the Board.

Code 1950, § 24-283; 1970, c. 462, § 24.1-152; 1971, Ex. Sess., c. 206; 1975, c. 515; 1980, c. 639;
1993, c. 641.

§ 24.2-678. Law-enforcement officer to be sent for abstracts not forwarded.
If the State Board has not received the abstracts of votes from any county or city within seven days
after any election, it shall dispatch a law-enforcement officer to obtain a copy of the abstract from the
official having charge thereof. That official shall immediately, on demand of the officer, make out and
deliver to him the copy required, and the officer shall deliver the abstract to the State Board without
delay.

Code 1950, § 24-284; 1970, c. 462, § 24.1-153; 1993, c. 641.

§ 24.2-679. State Board to meet and make statement as to number of votes.
A. The State Board shall meet by the first Monday in December to ascertain the results of the Novem-
ber election. If a majority of the Board is not present or if, for any other reason, the Board is unable to
ascertain the results on that day, the meeting shall stand adjourned from day to day for not more than
three days until a quorum is present and the Board has ascertained the results as provided in this sec-
tion.

The Board shall examine the certified abstracts on file in its office and make statements of the whole
number of votes given at any such election for members of the General Assembly, Governor,

http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?961+ful+CHAP0223
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?031+ful+CHAP1015
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?181+ful+CHAP0536
http://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/24.2-948.2/
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?061+ful+CHAP0787
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?061+ful+CHAP0892
http://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/2.2-3700/


Lieutenant Governor and Attorney General, members of the United States Congress and electors of
President and Vice President of the United States, and any officer shared by more than one county or
city, or any combination thereof, or for so many of such officers as have been voted for at the election.

The statement shall show, for each office and each county, city, and election district, the whole num-
ber of votes given to each candidate and to any other person elected to office. The Board members
shall certify the statements to be correct and sign the statements. The Board shall then determine
those persons who received the greatest number of votes and have been duly elected to each office.
The Board members shall endorse and subscribe on such statements a certificate of their determ-
ination. The Board shall record each certified statement and determination in a suitable book to be
kept by it in its office.

B. The State Board shall meet as soon as possible after it receives the returns for any special election
held at a time other than the November general election to ascertain the results of the special election
in the manner prescribed in subsection A. If the returns have not been received within seven days of
the election, the Board shall meet and adjourn from day to day until it receives the returns, ascertains
the results, and makes its determination.

Code 1950, §§ 24-285, 24-286, 24-287, 24-289; 1958, c. 605; 1962, c. 536; 1970, c. 462, §§ 24.1-154,
24.1-155; 1971, Ex. Sess., c. 206; 1974, c. 428; 1980, c. 639; 1983, c. 461; 1993, c. 641; 2015, c. 740;
2022, cc. 443, 444.

§ 24.2-680. Certificates of election.
Subject to the requirements of § 24.2-948.2, the State Board shall without delay complete and transmit
to each of the persons declared to be elected a certificate of his election, certified by it under its seal of
office. In the election of a member of the United States Congress, it shall also forward a certificate of
election to the clerk of the United States Senate or House of Representatives, as appropriate. The
names of members elected to the General Assembly shall be certified by the State Board to the clerk
of the House of Delegates or Senate, as appropriate. The names of the persons elected Governor,
Lieutenant Governor, and Attorney General shall be certified by the State Board to the clerks of the
House of Delegates and Senate. The name of any officer shared by more than one county or city, or
any combination thereof, shall be certified by the State Board to the clerk of the circuit court having jur-
isdiction in each affected county or city. The names of the persons elected to soil and water con-
servation districts shall be certified by the State Board to the Director of the Department of
Conservation and Recreation.

Code 1950, §§ 24-287, 24-289; 1970, c. 462, § 24.1-155; 1974, c. 428; 1980, c. 639; 1983, c. 461;
1993, c. 641; 2001, c. 53; 2006, cc. 787, 892.

Article 5 - SPECIAL ELECTIONS

§ 24.2-681. How special elections superintended and determined.
All special elections shall be superintended and held, notice thereof given, ballots prepared, returns
made and certified, votes canvassed, results ascertained and made known, and certificates of election
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given, by the same officers, under the same penalties, and subject to the same regulations as pre-
scribed for general elections, except as otherwise provided by law.

Code 1950, § 24-140; 1970, c. 462, § 24.1-164; 1973, c. 30; 1993, c. 641.

§ 24.2-682. Times for special elections.
A. Notwithstanding any charter or special act to the contrary, the following provisions govern the times
for holding special elections. Every special election shall be held on a Tuesday. No special election
shall be held within the 55 days prior to a general or primary election. No special election shall be
held on the same day as a primary election. A special election may be held on the same day as a gen-
eral election.

B. A referendum election shall be ordered at least 81 days prior to the date for which the referendum
election is called.

C. A special election to fill a vacancy in any constitutional office shall be held promptly and in accord-
ance with the requirements of subsection A.

Code 1950, §§ 24-44, 24-136, 24-137, 24-138, 24-139, 24-141, 24-346; 1956, c. 378; 1966, c. 115;
1970, c. 462, §§ 24.1-1(5)(c), 24.1-163, 24.1-165; 1971, Ex. Sess., c. 119; 1972, c. 620; 1973, c. 30;
1974, c. 428; 1975, c. 515; 1976, c. 616; 1977, c. 30; 1978, cc. 258, 304, 778; 1979, c. 37; 1980, c.
639; 1981, c. 367; 1982, cc. 498, 650; 1983, c. 461; 1989, c. 322; 1991, c. 592; 1991, 1st Sp. Sess., c.
12; 1993, c. 641; 2000, cc. 787, 1070; 2008, cc. 107, 385; 2010, cc. 431, 542.

§ 24.2-683. Writ for special election to fill a vacancy.
Whenever the Governor, Speaker of the House, President pro tempore of the Senate, or either house
of the General Assembly orders a special election, he, or the person designated to act for the house,
shall issue a writ of election designating the office to be filled at the election and the time to hold the
election. He shall transmit the writ to the secretary of the electoral board and the general registrar of
each county or city in which the election is to be held. Each general registrar shall post a copy of the
writ on the official website for the county or city or at not less than 10 public places or have notice of
the election published once in a newspaper of general circulation in his jurisdiction at least 10 days
before the election. If the special election is held in more than one county or city, the general registrars
may act jointly to have the notice published once before the election in the affected jurisdictions.

Whenever a special election is ordered to fill a vacancy otherwise than under the preceding para-
graph, the officer ordering the election shall issue his writ of election at the time the vacancy occurs,
designating the office to be filled at the election and the time and place to hold the election. He shall
direct and transmit the writ to the secretary of the electoral board and the general registrar of each
county or city in which the election is to be held. The general registrar, or general registrars if the elec-
tion will be held in more than one county or city, shall proceed to cause public notice to be given of the
election in the same manner as is required in the preceding paragraph.

A copy of any order calling a special election to fill a vacancy shall be sent immediately to the State
Board.
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Code 1950, §§ 24-138, 24-139; 1970, c. 462, § 24.1-163; 1974, c. 428; 1975, c. 515; 1993, c. 641;
2003, c. 155; 2016, cc. 18, 492.

§ 24.2-684. How referendum elections called and held, and the results ascertained and certified.
Notwithstanding any other provision of any law or charter to the contrary, the provisions of this section
shall govern all referenda.

No referendum shall be placed on the ballot unless specifically authorized by statute or by charter.

Whenever any question is to be submitted to the voters of any county, city, town, or other local sub-
division, the referendum shall in every case be held pursuant to a court order as provided in this sec-
tion. The court order calling a referendum shall state the question to appear on the ballot in plain
English as that term is defined in § 24.2-687. The order shall be entered and the election held within a
reasonable period of time subsequent to the receipt of the request for the referendum if the request is
found to be in proper order. The court order shall set the date for the referendum in conformity with the
requirements of § 24.2-682.

A copy of the court order calling a referendum shall be sent immediately to the State Board by the
clerk of the court in which the order was issued.

The ballot shall be prepared by the appropriate general registrar and distributed to the appropriate pre-
cincts. On the day fixed for the referendum, the regular election officers shall open the polls and take
the sense of the qualified voters of the county, city, town, or other local subdivision, as the case may
be, on the question so submitted. The ballots for use at any such election shall be printed to state the
question as follows:

"(Here state briefly the question submitted)

[ ] Yes

[ ] No"

The ballots shall be printed, marked, and counted and returns made and canvassed as in other elec-
tions. The results shall be certified by the secretary of the appropriate electoral board to the State
Board, to the court ordering the election, and to such other authority as may be proper to accomplish
the purpose of the election.

Code 1950, § 24-141; 1966, c. 115; 1970, c. 462, § 24.1-165; 1974, c. 428; 1975, c. 515; 1976, c. 616;
1978, cc. 258, 304; 1979, c. 37; 1980, c. 639; 1981, c. 367; 1982, cc. 498, 650; 1983, c. 461; 1991, c.
592; 1993, c. 641; 1994, c. 142; 1996, c. 297; 2016, cc. 18, 492.

§ 24.2-684.1. Requirements for voter petitions to call for referendum elections.
In addition to other applicable requirements of law, the following requirements shall apply whenever a
referendum election is initiated by voter petitions. The requirements of this section shall be construed
to override any requirement of general or special law in conflict with this section, except requirements
set out in charter provisions to govern the exercise of recall, initiative, or referendum powers in a
county, city, or town.
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The requirements of this section shall apply to petitions calling for any referendum which is ordered to
be held on or after January 1, 1994.

1. Prior to circulating any petition for signature, an individual shall file a copy of the petition with the
clerk of the circuit court for the county or city in which the referendum will be held. The individual shall
be a qualified voter of the county or city and shall file, with the petition copy, a statement giving his
name; residence address and, if different, his mailing address; and the name of the organization, if
any, which he represents in circulating the petition. The copy of the petition shall be filed on or after
the effective date of the law which authorizes the referendum for which the petition will be circulated.
The clerk shall certify, within 10 days of such filing, that he has received and accepted the petition
copy and statement.

2. If the referendum will be held only in a town, the copy and statement shall be filed with the clerk of
the circuit court for the county in which the town, or larger portion of the town, is located, and the indi-
vidual shall be a qualified voter of the town. If the referendum will be held only in part of a county, city,
or town, the copy and statement shall be filed with the clerk of the appropriate circuit court, and the indi-
vidual shall be a qualified voter of the part of the county, city, or town in which the referendum will be
held. If the referendum will be held in more than one county, city, or town, the copy and statement shall
be filed with the clerk of the circuit court of any one of the localities in which the referendum will be
held, and the individual shall be a qualified voter of that locality.

3. Each qualified voter signing a petition shall date his signature.

4. Each such voter may provide on the petition the last four digits of his social security number, if any;
however, noncompliance with this requirement shall not be cause to invalidate the voter's signature
on the petition.

5. Each signature on the petition shall be witnessed by a person who is qualified to vote, or qualified
to register to vote, in the referendum for which he is circulating the petition and whose affidavit to that
effect, including his name, residence address and, if different, his mailing address, and the name of
the organization, if any, that he represents in circulating the petition, appears on each page, front and
back, of the petition.

6. The petition shall be circulated, completed, and filed with the appropriate court or authority within
nine months of the date of the certification by the clerk of the circuit court pursuant to subdivision 1.

7. Each qualified voter signing the petition shall have been validly registered in the jurisdiction for
which the petition is circulated at the time of signing the petition and at the time of validating the peti-
tion signatures.

8. The number of voters registered on January 1 of the year of the certification by the clerk of the circuit
court pursuant to subdivision 1 shall be the basis for determining the number of signatures required on
the petition in all cases in which the law authorizing the referendum provides that the number of sig-
natures required for the petition is a percentage of the number of registered voters.



9. If the court or authority finds that the filed petitions are valid and sufficient under law, it shall pro-
ceed, as provided by law, to order or call for the referendum election. If the court or authority finds that
the filed petitions are invalid for any cause, the petitions and the signatures on them shall be invalid
for all purposes. The invalidity of one or more signatures on a petition page shall not be cause to inval-
idate the entire petition page. If the circulators of the petitions fail to file within the nine-month period
provided in subdivision 6, the petitions and the signatures on them shall be invalid for all purposes.

1993, c. 996, § 24.1-165.3; 1993, c. 641; 2000, cc. 232, 252; 2011, cc. 333, 520.

§ 24.2-685. Special elections; request for abolition of constitutional offices.
A. The provisions of this section shall be applicable to the holding of any referendum, elsewhere
authorized by law, on the abolition of any constitutional office conducted prior to a request for a spe-
cial act of the General Assembly to abolish such office.

B. Notwithstanding any other provision of general law or any special act, no referendum subject to the
provisions of this section shall be held unless:

1. Petitions are filed with the circuit court of the county or city requesting that a referendum be held to
authorize a request for a special act on the abolition of the named office;

2. The petitions are signed by qualified voters of the county or city equal in number to 20 percent of the
total vote cast in the county or city for presidential electors in the last preceding presidential election;
and

3. The petitions are filed with the court within 90 days of the first signature on the petitions, and the peti-
tions show the date each signature was affixed.

C. Upon filing of a valid petition, the court shall order the election and state the question to be placed
on the ballot in its order. The court shall order the referendum to be held at the next general election
for members of the governing body of the county or city held at least 81 days after the date of the order.

D. After a referendum is conducted pursuant to this section with respect to the abolition of a particular
office, no other referendum with respect to the abolition of the same office shall be held in the same
county or city pursuant to this section for a period of eight years.

E. No special act authorizing the abolition of any such office shall be considered by the General
Assembly without court certification that a referendum has been conducted pursuant to this section
and that a majority of the qualified voters voting thereon have approved the request for a special act.

1985, c. 586, § 24.1-165.1; 1993, c. 641; 2011, c. 599.

§ 24.2-686. Special elections; petition and referendum requirements; abolition of constitutional
office by change in form of government.
The provisions of § 24.2-685 shall apply, mutatis mutandis, to any county seeking to change its form of
government pursuant to Chapter 3 (§ 15.2-300 et seq.) of Title 15.2 if the effect of such change in form
would be the abolition of an existing office created pursuant to Section 4 of Article VII of the Con-
stitution of Virginia. In such case, the circuit court may order a referendum under § 15.2-301 only if
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requested by a voter petition meeting the requirements of § 24.2-685. In such case, a question in sub-
stantially the following form shall be listed first on the ballot and be followed by those provided in §
15.2-301:

"Shall the County of ______________ be authorized to change its form of government to one which
would eliminate the elected office(s) of ______________?"

An affirmative vote on the subsequent question or questions on the ballot shall be given effect only if a
majority of those voting in the referendum have voted affirmatively on the first question to authorize
such a change in the form of government.

1995, cc. 761, 808, 825.

§ 24.2-687. Authorization for distribution of information on referendum elections.
A. The governing body of any county, city or town may provide for the preparation and printing of an
explanation for each referendum question to be submitted to the voters of the county, city or town to be
distributed at the polling places on the day of the referendum election. The governing body may have
the explanation published by paid advertisement in a newspaper with general circulation in the
county, city or town one or more times preceding the referendum.

The explanation shall contain the ballot question and a statement of not more than 500 words on the
proposed question. The explanation shall be presented in plain English, shall be limited to a neutral
explanation, and shall not present arguments by either proponents or opponents of the proposal. The
attorney for the county, city or town or, if there is no county, city or town attorney, the attorney for the
Commonwealth shall prepare the explanation. "Plain English" means written in nontechnical, readily
understandable language using words of common everyday usage and avoiding legal terms and
phrases or other terms and words of art whose usage or special meaning primarily is limited to a par-
ticular field or profession.

If the referendum question involves the issuance of bonds by a locality, the locality shall provide for
such printed explanation. The explanation shall (i) state the estimated maximum amount of the bonds
proposed to be issued, and (ii) state the proposed use of the bond proceeds, and if there is more than
one use, state the proposed uses for which more than 10 percent of the total bond proceeds is expec-
ted to be used.

B. Nothing in this section shall be construed to limit a county, city or town from disseminating other
neutral materials or advertisements concerning issues of public concern that are the subject of a ref-
erendum; however, the materials or advertisements shall not advocate the passage or defeat of the ref-
erendum question.

C. This section shall not be applicable to statewide referenda.

D. Any failure to comply with the provisions of this section shall not affect the validity of the ref-
erendum.

1996, c. 297; 2004, cc. 21, 399; 2006, c. 302; 2011, c. 590.
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Chapter 7 - Absentee Voting

§ 24.2-700. Persons entitled to vote by absentee ballot.
Any registered voter may vote by absentee ballot in accordance with the provisions of this chapter in
any election in which he is qualified to vote.

Code 1950, § 24-319; 1952, c. 488; 1970, c. 462, § 24.1-227; 1971, Ex. Sess., c. 119; 1972, c. 620;
1974, c. 428; 1975, c. 515; 1976, c. 616; 1981, c. 425; 1983, c. 461; 1988, c. 6; 1989, c. 320; 1993, cc.
414, 641; 1995, c. 157; 1998, c. 254; 2000, c. 378; 2001, c. 631; 2002, cc. 785, 819; 2008, cc. 425,
880; 2009, cc. 405, 873; 2010, c. 244; 2012, c. 353; 2017, c. 631; 2019, cc. 668, 669; 2020, cc. 561,
1149, 1151, 1201.

§ 24.2-701. Application for absentee ballot.
A. The Department shall furnish each general registrar with a sufficient number of applications for offi-
cial absentee ballots. The registrars shall furnish applications to persons requesting them.

The Department shall implement a system that enables eligible persons to request and receive an
absentee ballot application electronically through the Internet. Electronic absentee ballot applications
shall be in a form approved by the State Board.

Except as provided in § 24.2-703 or 24.2-703.1, a separate application shall be completed for each
election in which the applicant offers to vote. An application for an absentee ballot may be accepted
the later of (i) 12 months before an election or (ii) the day following any election held in the twelfth
month prior to the election in which the applicant is applying to vote.

An application that is completed in person at the same time that the applicant registers to vote shall be
held and processed no sooner than the fifth day after the date that the applicant registered to vote;
however, this requirement shall not be applicable to any covered voter, as defined in § 24.2-452.

Any application received before the ballots are printed shall be held and processed as soon as the
printed ballots for the election are available.

For the purposes of this chapter, the general registrar's office shall be open a minimum of eight hours
between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m. on the first and second Saturday immediately preceding
all elections.

Unless the applicant is disabled, all applications for absentee ballots shall be signed by the applicant
who shall state, subject to felony penalties for making false statements pursuant to § 24.2-1016, that to
the best of his knowledge and belief the facts contained in the application are true and correct and that
he has not and will not vote in the election at any other place in Virginia or in any other state. If the
applicant is unable to sign the application, a person assisting the applicant will note this fact on the
applicant signature line and provide his signature, name, and address.

B. Applications for absentee ballots shall be completed in the following manner:
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1. An application completed in person shall be completed only in the office of the general registrar and
signed by the applicant in the presence of a registrar. The applicant shall provide one of the forms of
identification specified in subsection B of § 24.2-643, or if he is unable to present one of the specified
forms of identification listed in that subsection, he shall sign a statement, subject to felony penalties for
making false statements pursuant to § 24.2-1016, that he is the named registered voter he claims to
be. An applicant who requires assistance in voting by reason of a physical disability or an inability to
read or write, and who requests assistance pursuant to § 24.2-649, may be assisted in preparation of
this statement in accordance with that section. The provisions of § 24.2-649 regarding voters who are
unable to sign shall be followed when assisting a voter in completing this statement. Any applicant
who does not show one of the forms of identification specified in subsection B of § 24.2-643 or does
not sign this statement shall be offered a provisional ballot under the provisions of § 24.2-653. The
State Board of Elections shall provide instructions to the general registrar for the handling and count-
ing of such provisional ballots pursuant to § 24.2-653.01 and this section.

This paragraph shall apply in the case of any individual who is required by subparagraph (b) of 52
U.S.C. § 21083 of the Help America Vote Act of 2002 to show identification the first time he votes in a
federal election in the state. At such election, such individual shall present (i) a current and valid photo
identification or (ii) a copy of a current utility bill, bank statement, government check, paycheck, or
other government document that shows the name and address of the voter. Such individual who
desires to vote in person but does not show one of the forms of identification specified in this para-
graph shall be offered a provisional ballot under the provisions of § 24.2-653. The identification
requirements of subsection B of § 24.2-643 and subsection A of § 24.2-653 shall not apply to such
voter at such election. The Department of Elections shall provide instructions to the electoral boards
for the handling and counting of such provisional ballots pursuant to § 24.2-653.01 and this section.

2. Any other application may be made by mail, by electronic or telephonic transmission to a facsimile
device if one is available to the office of the general registrar or to the office of the Department if a
device is not available locally, or by other means. The application shall be on a form furnished by the
registrar or as specified in subdivision 3. The application shall be made to the appropriate registrar no
later than 5:00 p.m. on the eleventh day prior to the election in which the applicant offers to vote.

3. The application of any covered voter, as defined in § 24.2-452, may be on a federal postcard applic-
ation, as defined in § 24.2-452. The federal postcard application may be accepted the later of (i) 12
months before an election or (ii) the day following any election held in the twelfth month prior to the
election in which the applicant is applying to vote.

C. Applications for absentee ballots shall contain the following information:

1. The applicant's printed name and the last four digits of the applicant's social security number.
However, an applicant completing the application in person shall not be required to provide the last
four digits of his social security number;



2. A statement that he is registered in the county or city in which he offers to vote and his residence
address in such county or city. Any person temporarily residing outside the United States shall provide
the last date of residency at his Virginia residence address, if that residence is no longer available to
him. Any covered voter, as defined in § 24.2-452, who is not a registered voter may file the applic-
ations to register and for a ballot simultaneously; and

3. The complete address to which the ballot is to be sent directly to the applicant, unless the applic-
ation is made in person at a time when the printed ballots for the election are available and the applic-
ant chooses to vote in person at the time of completing his application. The address given shall be (i)
the address of the applicant on file in the registration records; (ii) the address at which he will be loc-
ated while absent from his county or city; or (iii) the address at which he will be located while tem-
porarily confined due to a disability or illness. No ballot shall be sent to, or in care of, any other person.

D. An application shall not be required for any registered voter appearing in person to cast an
absentee ballot pursuant to § 24.2-701.1.

Code 1950, § 24.1-228; 1970, c. 462, § 24.1-228.1; 1971, Ex. Sess., c. 119; 1972, cc. 620, 621; 1973,
c. 30; 1974, c. 428; 1975, c. 515; 1977, c. 490; 1978, c. 778; 1980, c. 639; 1981, c. 425; 1982, c. 650;
1983, c. 461; 1988, c. 8; 1989, c. 320; 1992, c. 288; 1993, cc. 414, 641; 1996, c. 295; 1998, c. 254;
2000, cc. 378, 863; 2001, cc. 621, 631, 793; 2002, cc. 785, 819; 2003, c. 478; 2004, c. 410; 2006, c.
438; 2007, c. 315; 2008, cc. 386, 425, 880; 2009, cc. 405, 873; 2010, c. 244; 2011, cc. 427, 458; 2012,
cc. 353, 612, 838, 839; 2013, cc. 535, 620, 725; 2015, cc. 314, 644, 645; 2017, c. 631; 2018, c. 595;
2019, cc. 668, 669; 2020, cc. 289, 561, 735, 1064, 1065, 1149, 1151, 1201.

§ 24.2-701.1. Absentee voting in person.
A. Absentee voting in person shall be available on the forty-fifth day prior to any election and shall con-
tinue until 5:00 p.m. on the Saturday immediately preceding the election. In the case of a special elec-
tion, excluding for federal offices, if time is insufficient between the issuance of the writ calling for the
special election and the date of the special election, absentee voting in person shall be available as
soon as possible after the issuance of the writ.

Any registered voter offering to vote absentee in person shall provide his name and his residence
address in the county or city in which he is offering to vote. After verifying that the voter is a registered
voter of that county or city, the general registrar shall enroll the voter's name and address on the
absentee voter applicant list maintained pursuant to § 24.2-706.

Except as provided in subsection F, a registered voter voting by absentee ballot in person shall
provide one of the forms of identification specified in subsection B of § 24.2-643. If he does not show
one of the forms of identification specified in subsection B of § 24.2-643, he shall be allowed to vote
after signing a statement, subject to felony penalties for false statements pursuant to § 24.2-1016, that
he is the named registered voter he claims to be. A voter who requires assistance in voting by reason
of a physical disability or an inability to read or write, and who requests assistance pursuant to § 24.2-
649, may be assisted in preparation of this statement in accordance with that section. The provisions
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of § 24.2-649 regarding voters who are unable to sign shall be followed when assisting a voter in com-
pleting this statement. A voter who does not show one of the forms of identification specified in this
subsection or does not sign this statement shall be offered a provisional ballot under the provisions of
§ 24.2-653. The State Board shall provide instructions to the general registrar for the handling and
counting of such provisional ballots pursuant to § 24.2-653.01 and this section.

B. Absentee voting in person shall be available during regular business hours. The electoral board of
each county and city shall provide for absentee voting in person in the office of the general registrar or
a voter satellite office established pursuant to § 24.2-701.2. For purposes of this chapter, such offices
shall be open to the public a minimum of eight hours between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m. on
the first and second Saturday immediately preceding all elections. The electoral board or general
registrar may provide for absentee voting in person in such offices on Sundays. Any applicant who is
in line to cast his ballot when the office of the general registrar or voter satellite office closes shall be
permitted to cast his absentee ballot that day.

C. The general registrar may provide for the casting of absentee ballots in person pursuant to this sec-
tion on voting systems. The Department shall prescribe the procedures for use of voting systems. The
procedures shall provide for absentee voting in person on voting systems that have been certified and
are currently approved by the State Board. The procedures shall be applicable and uniformly applied
by the Department to all localities using comparable voting systems.

D. At least two officers of election shall be present during all hours that absentee voting in person is
available and shall represent the two major political parties, except in the case of a party primary,
when they may represent the party conducting the primary. However, such requirement shall not apply
when (i) voting systems that are being used pursuant to subsection C are located in the office of the
general registrar or voter satellite office and (ii) the general registrar or a deputy registrar is present.

E. The Department shall include absentee ballots voted in person in its instructions for the pre-
paration, maintenance, and reporting of ballots, pollbooks, records, and returns.

F. This subsection shall apply in the case of any individual who is required by subparagraph (b) of 52
U.S.C. § 21083 of the Help America Vote Act of 2002 to show identification the first time he votes in a
federal election in the state. At such election, such individual shall present (i) a current and valid photo
identification or (ii) a copy of a current utility bill, bank statement, government check, paycheck, or
other government document that shows the name and address of the voter. Such individual who
desires to vote in person but who does not show one of the forms of identification specified in this sub-
section shall be offered a provisional ballot under the provisions of § 24.2-653. The identification
requirements of subsection B of § 24.2-643 and subsection A of § 24.2-653 shall not apply to such
voter at such election. The Department of Elections shall provide instructions to the electoral boards
for the handling and counting of such provisional ballots pursuant to § 24.2-653.01 and this section.

2019, cc. 278, 668, 669; 2020, cc. 735, 856, 1064, 1065, 1149, 1151, 1201; 2021, Sp. Sess. I, c. 204;
2022, c. 140.
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§ 24.2-701.2. Absentee voting in person; voter satellite offices.
A. The governing body of any county or city may establish, by ordinance, voter satellite offices to be
used in the locality for absentee voting in person. The governing body may establish as many offices
as it deems necessary. No change in, including the creation or abolishment of, any voter satellite
office shall be enacted within 60 days next preceding any general election. Notice shall be published
prior to enactment in a newspaper having general circulation in the locality once a week for two suc-
cessive weeks.

B. Any voter satellite office shall be in a public building owned or leased by the county, city, or town
within the county and may be in a facility that is owned or leased by the Commonwealth and used as
a location for Department of Motor Vehicles facilities or as an office of the general registrar. Such loc-
ation shall be deemed the equivalent of the office of the general registrar for the purposes of com-
pleting the application for an absentee ballot in person pursuant to §§ 24.2-701 and 24.2-706. Any
such location shall have adequate facilities for the protection of all elections materials produced in the
process of absentee voting in person, the voted and unvoted absentee ballots, and any voting sys-
tems in use at the location.

C. Voter satellite offices shall be accessible to qualified voters as required by the provisions of the Vir-
ginians with Disabilities Act (§ 51.5-1 et seq.), the Voting Accessibility for the Elderly and Han-
dicapped Act (52 U.S.C. § 20101 et seq.), and the Americans with Disabilities Act relating to public
services (42 U.S.C. § 12131 et seq.). The State Board shall provide instructions to the local electoral
boards and general registrars to assist the localities in complying with the requirements of the acts.

D. The governing body of each county, city, and town shall provide funds to enable the general regis-
trar to provide adequate facilities at each voter satellite office for the conduct of elections.

E. Not later than 55 days prior to any election, the general registrar shall post notice of all voter satel-
lite office locations in the locality and the dates and hours of operation of each location in the office of
the general registrar and on the official website for the county or city. Such notice shall remain in the
office of the general registrar and on the official website for the county or city for the duration of the
period during which absentee voting in person is available. If the county or city does not have an offi-
cial website, such notice shall be published in a newspaper of general circulation in the county or city
at least once prior to the election but not later than 55 days prior to such election.

F. If an emergency makes a voter satellite office unusable or inaccessible, the electoral board or the
general registrar shall provide an alternative voter satellite office, subject to the approval of the State
Board, and shall give notice of the change in the location of the voter satellite office. The general regis-
trar shall provide notice to the voters appropriate to the circumstances of the emergency. For the pur-
poses of this subsection, "emergency" means a rare and unforeseen combination of circumstances, or
the resulting state, that calls for immediate action.

G. The provisions of subsection E of § 24.2-310 providing certain limited circumstances in which a
local electoral board may approve an exception to the prohibition on the distribution of campaign



materials inside the prohibited area outside of a polling place shall apply to voter satellite offices and
the building in which such offices may be located.

H. A voter satellite office established pursuant to this section shall be deemed to be the equivalent of
an office of the general registrar for purposes of completing an application for an absentee ballot in per-
son pursuant to §§ 24.2-701, 24.2-701.1, and 24.2-706.

2020, cc. 856, 1149, 1151, 1201.

§ 24.2-702. Repealed.
Repealed by Acts 2015, c. 313, cl. 2.

§ 24.2-702.1. Federal write-in absentee ballots.
A. Notwithstanding any other provision of this title, a covered voter, as defined in § 24.2-452, may use
a federal write-in absentee ballot in any election. Such ballot shall be submitted and processed in the
manner provided by the Uniformed and Overseas Citizens Absentee Voting Act (52 U.S.C. § 20301 et
seq.) and this article.

B. Notwithstanding any other provision of this title, a federal write-in absentee ballot submitted pur-
suant to subsection A shall be considered valid for purposes of simultaneously satisfying both an
absentee ballot application and a completed absentee ballot, provided that the ballot is received no
later than the deadline for the return of absentee ballots as provided in § 24.2-709 for the election in
which the voter offers to vote, and the application contains the following information: (i) the voter's sig-
nature; however, if the voter is unable to sign, the person assisting the voter will note this fact in the
voter signature box; (ii) the voter's printed name; (iii) the voter's birth year; (iv) the last four digits of the
voter's social security number; (v) the county or city in which the voter is registered and offers to vote;
(vi) the residence address at which the voter is registered to vote; and (vii) the voter's current military
or overseas address. For purposes of this section, the unique identifier assigned to the voter in the
voter registration system pursuant to subdivision A 1 of § 24.2-404 shall be accepted in place of the
last four digits of the voter's social security number for those voters whose registration includes a state-
ment of affirmation that they have never been issued a social security number.

C. This section shall not be construed to require that an absentee ballot be sent to the absentee voter
on receipt of a federal write-in absentee ballot unless the voter has also submitted an absentee ballot
application pursuant to § 24.2-701.

1993, c. 813, § 24.1-228.2:1; 1993, c. 641; 2002, cc. 785, 819; 2009, cc. 230, 310; 2010, cc. 449, 645;
2011, cc. 427, 458; 2012, c. 353; 2015, c. 313; 2019, cc. 668, 669; 2020, cc. 1149, 1151, 1201; 2023,
c. 785.

§ 24.2-703. Application for absentee ballots for multiple elections for uniformed and overseas
voters.
Any person who is eligible for a military-overseas ballot as defined in § 24.2-452 may file a single
application to receive ballots for all elections in which he is eligible to vote absentee. The application
shall be on a federal postcard application. An application from any person who is already registered or
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who is eligible for late registration under § 24.2-419 that is received by the general registrar no later
than 5:00 p.m. on the eleventh day prior to the election shall be considered a standing request for
absentee ballots through December 31 of the year following the calendar year of the date of the applic-
ation or another shorter period the voter specifies. In the event that a second or subsequent federal
postcard application is received from a voter, any previous applications shall be superseded and the
duration of the most recently received application shall apply.

The general registrar shall retain the application and process the applicant's request for an absentee
ballot for each election in accordance with procedures established by the State Board. The applicant
shall specify by party designation the primary ballots he is requesting.

If an official reply to the application or an absentee ballot sent to the applicant is returned as undeliv-
erable, no other ballots shall be sent. No ballot shall be sent to the applicant, and no voted ballot
received from the applicant shall be valid, (i) for any election held after the voter has notified the regis-
trar that the voter no longer wishes to be registered or (ii) after the registrar has received notification
that the voter has registered to vote in another state.

1991, c. 603, § 24.1-228.1:1; 1993, c. 641; 2001, c. 793; 2004, c. 410; 2006, c. 438; 2010, cc. 449, 645;
2011, cc. 427, 458; 2012, c. 353; 2020, c. 289.

§ 24.2-703.1. Permanent absentee voter list.
A. Any registered voter shall be eligible to file a special application to receive absentee ballots for all
elections in which he is eligible to vote. Such application shall be on a form approved by the State
Board. The absentee ballots sent to a voter on the permanent absentee voter list shall be sent to the
address in the voter's registration record, except as provided in subdivision C 1.

B. In accordance with procedures established by the State Board, the general registrar shall retain the
application, enroll the applicant on a permanent absentee voter list, and process the applicant's
request for an absentee ballot for each succeeding election. The applicant shall specify by party des-
ignation the primary ballots he is requesting.

C. The State Board shall prescribe the process by which a voter on the permanent absentee voter list
may:

1. Request that his absentee ballot for (i) a single election or (ii) a primary election and the following
general election be sent to an address other than the address on his voter registration record.

2. Request a primary ballot for a political party other than the one he specified on his application for
permanent absentee voter status for a single primary election.

3. Change his political party selection for all succeeding primary elections.

D. A voter shall be removed from the permanent absentee voter list if (i) the voter requests in writing to
be removed from the list, (ii) the voter's registration is canceled pursuant to § 24.2-427, (iii) the voter's
registration is placed on inactive status pursuant to § 24.2-428 or 24.2-428.1, or (iv) the voter moves to
a different address not in the same county or city of his registration.
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2001, cc. 789, 850; 2008, c. 880; 2019, cc. 668, 669; 2020, cc. 1156, 1201.

§ 24.2-703.2. Replacement absentee ballots for certain disabled or ill voters; penalty.
A person with a disability or illness who has applied for and has been sent an absentee ballot who did
not receive or has lost the absentee ballot on or before the Saturday before the election may obtain a
replacement absentee ballot. In such case, the voter may request a replacement absentee ballot by
the close of business for the local elections office on the Saturday before election day and designate,
in writing, a representative to obtain a replacement absentee ballot on his behalf from the general
registrar and to return the properly completed ballot as directed by the general registrar no later than
the close of polls on the day of election for which the absentee ballot is valid. The representative shall
be age 18 or older and shall not be an elected official, a candidate for elected office, or the deputy,
spouse, parent, or child of an elected official or candidate. The voter and representative shall com-
plete the form prescribed by the State Board to implement the provisions of this section. The form shall
include a statement signed by the voter that he did not receive the ballot or has lost the ballot. State-
ments on the form shall be subject to felony penalties for making false statements pursuant to § 24.2-
1016.

2002, cc. 23, 141; 2008, c. 880; 2015, cc. 644, 645; 2019, cc. 668, 669; 2020, cc. 1149, 1151, 1201.

§ 24.2-704. Applications and ballots for persons requiring assistance in voting; penalty.
A. The application for an absentee ballot shall provide space for the applicant to indicate that he will
require assistance to vote his absentee ballot by reason of blindness, disability, or inability to read or
write.

B. On receipt of an application from an applicant who indicated that he will require assistance due to a
visual impairment or print disability, the general registrar shall offer to provide to the applicant a ballot
marking tool with screen reader assistive technology made available pursuant to § 24.2-103.2. If the
applicant opts to use such tool, the general registrar shall send by mail to him a ballot return envelope
and accessible instructions provided by the Department for using such tool and returning the marked
ballot. The general registrar shall cause the outer envelope containing the ballot return envelope and
accessible instructions to have a tactile marking that identifies the outer envelope as the outer envel-
ope to the voter. For purposes of this section, "tactile marking" includes a hole punch, a cut corner, or
a tactile sticker.

An absentee voter using such tool shall return the marked absentee ballot in accordance with the
instructions provided by the Department.

No ballot marked with the electronic ballot marking tool shall be rejected because the ballot was prin-
ted on regular paper. No ballot marked with the electronic ballot marking tool shall be rejected on the
basis of the position of the voter's signature or address on the ballot return envelope as long as the
voter's signature or address is anywhere on the ballot return envelope.

C. On receipt of an application from an applicant marked to indicate that he will require assistance due
to any other disability or if an applicant offered the ballot marking tool pursuant to subsection B
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declines to use such tool, the general registrar shall deliver, with the items required by § 24.2-706, the
voter assistance form furnished by the State Board pursuant to § 24.2-649. The voter and any person
assisting him shall complete the form by signing the request for assistance and statement required of
the assistant. If the voter is unable to sign the request, the person assisting him will note this fact on
the line for signature of voter. The provisions of § 24.2-649 shall apply to absentee voting and assist-
ance for absentee voters. Any person who willfully violates the provisions of this section or § 24.2-649
in providing assistance to a person who is voting absentee shall be guilty of a Class 5 felony.

1984, c. 775, § 24.1-228.2; 1993, c. 641; 1996, c. 295; 2006, c. 242; 2008, c. 880; 2015, cc. 644, 645;
2021, Sp. Sess. I, cc. 255, 471, 522; 2023, c. 785.

§ 24.2-705. Emergency applications and absentee ballots for individual emergencies.
A. Any person registered and otherwise qualified to vote may request at any time prior to 2:00 p.m. on
the day preceding the election that he be permitted to vote by emergency absentee ballot with the
assistance of his designated representative. The Department shall prescribe a form and the instruc-
tions for submitting such a request to the general registrar that shows that the voter requesting an
emergency absentee ballot (i) was unable to apply for an absentee ballot by the deadline due to his
hospitalization or illness, or the hospitalization, illness, or death of a spouse, child, or parent, or other
emergency found to justify receipt of an emergency absentee ballot or (ii) will be unable to vote on
election day due to his hospitalization or illness, the hospitalization, illness, or death of a spouse,
child, or parent, or other emergency found to justify receipt of an emergency absentee ballot that
occurred after the deadline for applying for an absentee ballot.

The representative designated by a voter for purposes of this subsection shall be age 18 or older and
shall not be an elected official, a candidate for elected office, or the deputy, spouse, parent, or child of
an elected official or candidate.

The requesting voter shall sign the form and state, subject to felony penalties for making false state-
ments pursuant to § 24.2-1016, that to the best of his knowledge and belief the facts contained in the
form are true and correct. His signature shall be witnessed by the designated representative, who
shall sign and return the completed form to the office of the general registrar no later than 5:00 p.m. on
the day preceding the election. If the requesting voter is blind or physically unable to sign the form, his
designated representative shall write on the signature line that the voter is blind or unable to sign his
form.

On receipt of the completed form and a determination of the qualification of the requesting voter to
vote, the general registrar shall provide, in accordance with the applicable provisions of this chapter,
an absentee ballot to the designated representative for delivery to the requesting voter.

The requesting voter shall vote the absentee ballot as provided by law and mark it in the presence of
the designated representative. The designated representative shall complete a statement, subject to
felony penalties for making false statements pursuant to § 24.2-1016, that (i) he is the designated rep-
resentative of the requesting voter; (ii) he personally delivered the ballot to the voter who applied for it;

http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?961+ful+CHAP0295
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?061+ful+CHAP0242
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?081+ful+CHAP0880
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?151+ful+CHAP0644
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?151+ful+CHAP0645
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?212+ful+CHAP0255
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?212+ful+CHAP0471
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?212+ful+CHAP0522
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?231+ful+CHAP0785


(iii) in his presence, the voter marked the ballot, the ballot was placed in the envelope provided, the
envelope was sealed, and the statement on its reverse side was signed by the requesting voter; and
(iv) the ballot was returned, under seal, to the general registrar at the registrar's office.

The ballot shall be counted only if the ballot is received by the general registrar prior to the close of
polls, and the general registrar shall deliver the ballot to the officers of election at each appropriate pre-
cinct pursuant to § 24.2-710.

B. A qualified voter may vote absentee in person in the office of the general registrar through 2:00 p.m.
on the day immediately preceding the election by complying with the requirements of § 24.2-643 and
affirming that one of the following emergency circumstances will prevent him from voting on election
day:

1. After 12:00 p.m. on the Saturday before the election, an obligation arose that requires the voter be
absent from his county or city on election day for (i) his business, profession, or occupation; (ii) the hos-
pitalization of the voter or a member of his immediate family; or (iii) the death of a member of his imme-
diate family. For purposes of this subdivision, "immediate family" means the child, grandchild, parent,
grandparent, legal guardian, sibling, or spouse of the voter.

2. The voter is an officer of election who was assigned after 12:00 p.m. on the Saturday before the
election to work in a precinct other than his own on election day.

C. The Commissioner of Elections may act administratively to facilitate absentee voting by qualified
voters who are emergency workers or utility workers or who otherwise respond to and offer assistance
to an area in which a state of emergency has been declared by an appropriate authority. These admin-
istrative actions may include central issuance and acceptance of absentee ballots for federal and state
elections using the systems and procedures developed for voters who are members of a uniformed
service.

1989, c. 192, § 24.1-229.1; 1990, c. 200; 1993, cc. 420, 641; 1996, c. 224; 1997, cc. 523, 539; 1999, c.
590; 2001, c. 622; 2006, c. 297; 2008, c. 880; 2015, cc. 644, 645; 2020, cc. 289, 1157, 1163; 2021, Sp.
Sess. I, c. 471.

§§ 24.2-705.1, 24.2-705.2. Repealed.
Repealed by Acts 2020, c. 1157, cl. 2.

§ 24.2-706. Duty of general registrar on receipt of application; statement of voter.
A. On receipt of an application for an absentee ballot, the general registrar shall enroll the name and
address of each registered applicant on an absentee voter applicant list that shall be maintained in the
office of the general registrar with a file of the applications received. The list shall be available for
inspection and copying and the applications shall be available for inspection only by any registered
voter during regular office hours. Upon request and for a reasonable fee, the Department of Elections
shall provide an electronic copy of the absentee voter applicant list to any political party or candidate.
Such list shall be used only for campaign and political purposes. Any list made available for
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inspection and copying under this section shall contain the post office box address in lieu of the res-
idence street address for any individual who has furnished at the time of registration or subsequently,
in addition to his street address, a post office box address pursuant to subsection B of § 24.2-418.

No list or application containing an individual's social security number, or any part thereof, or the indi-
vidual's day and month of birth, shall be made available for inspection or copying by anyone. The
Department of Elections shall prescribe procedures for general registrars to make the information in
the lists and applications available in a manner that does not reveal social security numbers or parts
thereof, or an individual's day and month of birth.

B. The completion and timely delivery of an application for an absentee ballot shall be construed to be
an offer by the applicant to vote in the election.

The general registrar shall note on each application received whether the applicant is or is not a
registered voter. In reviewing the application for an absentee ballot, the general registrar shall not
reject the application of any individual because of an error or omission on any record or paper relating
to the application, if such error or omission is not material in determining whether such individual is
qualified to vote absentee.

C. If the application has been properly completed and signed and the applicant is a registered voter of
the precinct in which he offers to vote, the general registrar shall, at the time when the printed ballots
for the election are available, send by the deadline set out in § 24.2-612, obtaining a certificate or
other evidence of either first-class or expedited mailing or delivery from the United States Postal Ser-
vice or other commercial delivery provider, or deliver to him in person in the office of the registrar, the
following items and nothing else:

1. An envelope containing the folded ballot, sealed and marked "Ballot within."

2. An envelope for resealing the marked ballot, on which envelope is printed the following:

"Statement of Voter."

"I do hereby state, subject to felony penalties for making false statements pursuant to § 24.2-1016, that
my FULL NAME is (last, first, middle); that I am now or have been at some time since last November's
general election a legal resident of (STATE YOUR LEGAL RESIDENCE IN VIRGINIA including the
house number, street name or rural route address, city, zip code); that I received the enclosed ballot(s)
upon application to the registrar of such county or city; that I opened the envelope marked 'ballot
within' and marked the ballot(s), without assistance or knowledge on the part of anyone as to the man-
ner in which I marked it (or I am returning the form required to report how I was assisted); that I then
sealed the ballot(s) in this envelope; and that I have not voted and will not vote in this election at any
other time or place.

Signature of Voter __________________________________

Last four digits of voter's social security number _______________

Voter's birth year _______________________



Date ________________"

For elections held after January 1, 2004, instead of the envelope containing the above oath, an envel-
ope containing the standard oath prescribed by the presidential designee under § 101(b)(7) of the Uni-
formed and Overseas Citizens Absentee Voting Act (52 U.S.C. § 20301 et seq.) shall be sent to voters
who are qualified to vote absentee under that Act.

For purposes of properly completing this statement, the unique identifier assigned to the voter in the
voter registration system pursuant to subdivision A 1 of § 24.2-404 shall be accepted in place of the
last four digits of the voter's social security number for those voters whose registration includes a state-
ment of affirmation that they have never been issued a social security number.

When this statement has been properly completed and signed by the registered voter, his ballot shall
not be subject to challenge pursuant to § 24.2-651.

3. An envelope, properly addressed and postage prepaid, for the return of the ballot to the general
registrar by mail or by the applicant in person, or to a drop-off location.

4. Printed instructions for completing the ballot and statement on the envelope and returning the ballot.
Such instructions shall include information on the sites of all drop-off locations in the county or city.
Whenever there is a proposed constitutional amendment or a statewide referendum to be voted on by
the voters, these instructions shall also include the website address where the explanation of the pro-
posed amendment prepared pursuant to § 30-19.9 or the information about the referendum prepared
pursuant to § 30-19.10 is posted on the Department's website.

For federal elections held after January 1, 2004, for any voter who is required by subparagraph (b) of
52 U.S.C. § 21083 of the Help America Vote Act of 2002 to show identification the first time the voter
votes in a federal election in the state, the printed instructions shall direct the voter to submit with his
ballot (i) a copy of a current and valid photo identification or (ii) a copy of a current utility bill, bank state-
ment, government check, paycheck or other government document that shows the name and address
of the voter. Such individual who desires to vote by mail but who does not submit one of the forms of
identification specified in this paragraph may cast such ballot by mail and the ballot shall be counted
as a provisional ballot under the provisions of § 24.2-653.01. The Department of Elections shall
provide instructions to the electoral boards for the handling and counting of such provisional ballots
pursuant to § 24.2-653.01 and this section.

5. For any voter entitled to vote absentee under the Uniformed and Overseas Citizens Absentee Vot-
ing Act (52 U.S.C. § 20301 et seq.), information provided by the Department of Elections specific to
the voting rights and responsibilities for such citizens, or information provided by the registrar specific
to the status of the voter registration and absentee ballot application of such voter, may be included.

The envelopes and instructions shall be in the form prescribed by the Department of Elections.

D. The general registrar may contract with a third party for the printing, assembly, and mailing of the
items set forth in subsection C. The general registrar shall provide to the contractor in a timely manner



the names, addresses, precincts, and ballot styles of voters requesting an absentee ballot by mail.
The vendor shall provide to the general registrar a report of the voters to whom the absentee ballot
materials have been sent.

E. If the applicant completes his application in person under § 24.2-701 at a time when the printed bal-
lots for the election are available, he may request that the general registrar send to him by mail the
items set forth in subdivisions C 1 through 4, instead of casting the ballot in person. Such request shall
be made no later than 5:00 p.m. on the eleventh day prior to the election in which the applicant offers
to vote, and the general registrar shall send those items to the applicant by mail, obtaining a certificate
or other evidence of mailing.

F. If the applicant is a covered voter, as defined in § 24.2-452, the general registrar, at the time when
the printed ballots for the election are available, shall mail by the deadline set forth in § 24.2-612 or
deliver in person to the applicant in the office of the general registrar the items as set forth in sub-
divisions C 1 through 4 and, if necessary, an application for registration. A certificate or other evidence
of mailing shall not be required. If the applicant requests that such items be sent by electronic trans-
mission, the general registrar, at the time when the printed ballots for the election are available but not
later than the deadline set forth in § 24.2-612, shall send by electronic transmission the blank ballot,
the form for the envelope for returning the marked ballot, and instructions to the voter. Such materials
shall be sent using the official email address or fax number of the office of the general registrar pub-
lished on the Department of Elections website. The State Board of Elections may prescribe by reg-
ulation the format of the email address used for transmitting ballots to eligible voters. A general
registrar may also use electronic transmission facilities provided by the Federal Voting Assistance Pro-
gram. The voted ballot shall be returned to the general registrar as otherwise required by this chapter.

G. The circuit courts shall have jurisdiction to issue an injunction to enforce the provisions of this sec-
tion upon the application of (i) any aggrieved voter, (ii) any candidate in an election district in whole or
in part in the court's jurisdiction where a violation of this section has occurred, or is likely to occur, or
(iii) the campaign committee or the appropriate district political party chairman of such candidate. Any
person who fails to discharge his duty as provided in this section through willful neglect of duty and
with malicious intent shall be guilty of a Class 1 misdemeanor as provided in subsection A of § 24.2-
1001.

Code 1950, §§ 24-327, 24-332, 24-333, 24-345.6, 24-345.7; 1952, c. 509; 1956, c. 525; 1958, c. 351;
1970, c. 462, § 24.1-229; 1971, Ex. Sess., cc. 119, 247, 265; 1972, c. 620; 1974, c. 428; 1975, c. 515;
1977, c. 490; 1978, c. 778; 1980, c. 639; 1981, c. 425; 1983, c. 461; 1988, cc. 624, 691; 1993, c. 641;
1994, cc. 633, 656; 1996, c. 253; 2000, c. 421; 2001, cc. 621, 866; 2002, cc. 785, 819; 2003, cc. 247,
478; 2004, c. 410; 2006, c. 438; 2007, c. 318; 2008, cc. 106, 300, 379; 2009, cc. 345, 405, 873; 2010,
cc. 213, 316, 449, 538, 645, 812; 2011, cc. 427, 458; 2012, c. 393; 2015, cc. 313, 644, 645; 2016, cc.
16, 463; 2019, cc. 668, 669; 2020, cc. 289, 735, 1149, 1151, 1201; 2021, Sp. Sess. I, cc. 246, 471,
522; 2022, c. 254; 2023, c. 785.

§ 24.2-707. How ballots marked and returned.
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A. On receipt of a mailed absentee ballot, the voter shall (i) open the sealed envelope marked "ballot
within" and (ii) mark and refold the ballot, as provided in §§ 24.2-644 and 24.2-646 without assistance
and without making known how he marked the ballot, except as provided by § 24.2-704.

After the voter has marked his absentee ballot, he shall (a) enclose the ballot in the envelope provided
for that purpose, (b) seal the envelope, (c) fill in and sign the statement printed on the back of the envel-
ope, (d) enclose the ballot envelope and any required assistance form within the envelope directed to
the general registrar, and (e) seal that envelope. A voter's failure to provide in the statement on the
back of the envelope his full middle name or his middle initial shall not be a material omission, ren-
dering his ballot void, unless the voter failed to provide in the statement on the back of the envelope
his full first and last name. A voter's failure to provide the date, or any part of the date, including the
year, on which he signed the statement printed on the back of the envelope shall not be considered a
material omission and shall not render his ballot void.

B. A mailed absentee ballot shall be returned (i) by mail to the office of the general registrar, (ii) by the
voter in person to the general registrar, or (iii) to a drop-off location established pursuant to § 24.2-
707.1. For purposes of this subsection, "mail" includes a delivery by a commercial delivery service but
does not include delivery by a personal courier service or other individual except as provided by §§
24.2-703.2 and 24.2-705.

C. Failure to follow the procedures set forth in this section shall render the applicant's ballot void.

Code 1950, §§ 24-334, 24-337; 1956, c. 525; 1970, c. 462, § 24.1-232; 1972, c. 620; 1973, c. 30;
1974, c. 428; 1975, c. 515; 1978, c. 778; 1981, c. 425; 1993, c. 641; 1996, c. 393; 1997, cc. 429, 450;
2001, cc. 617, 624; 2002, cc. 785, 819; 2003, cc. 478, 1015; 2006, c. 438; 2014, cc. 453, 574, 575;
2015, cc. 313, 644, 645; 2019, cc. 668, 669; 2020, c. 289; 2021, Sp. Sess. I, cc. 235, 471, 522; 2023, c.
785.

§ 24.2-707.1. Drop-off locations for return of absentee ballots.
A. The general registrar of each county or city shall establish at the office of the general registrar and
each voter satellite office in operation for an election a drop-off location for the purpose of allowing the
deposit of completed absentee ballots for such election. On the day of the election, there shall also be
a drop-off location at each polling place in operation for the election. The general registrar may estab-
lish additional drop-off locations within the county or city as he deems necessary. All drop-off locations
shall be accessible; be on public property, unless located at a polling place; and otherwise comply
with any criteria for drop-off locations set by the Department.

B. The Department shall set standards for the establishment and operation of drop-off locations, includ-
ing necessary security requirements. The Department shall submit such standards annually by Octo-
ber 1 to the Chairmen of the House and Senate Committees on Privileges and Elections, the Senate
Committee on Finance and Appropriations, and the House Committee on Appropriations.

C. Not later than 55 days prior to any election, the general registrar shall post notice of the sites of the
drop-off locations in the locality in the office of the general registrar and on the official website of the
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county or city. Such notice shall remain in the office of the general registrar and on the official website
of the county or city for the duration of the period during which absentee ballots may be returned.

D. Absentee ballots shall be collected from drop-off locations in accordance with the instructions
provided by the Department. Such instructions shall include chain of custody requirements and record-
keeping requirements. Absentee ballots shall be collected at least daily by (i) two officers of election
or electoral board members representing the two major political parties where practicable or (ii) two
employees from the office of the general registrar, unless the drop-off location is in the office of the gen-
eral registrar, in which case the general registrar or a deputy general registrar may collect the
absentee ballots.

2021, Sp. Sess. I, cc. 471, 522; 2022, c. 140.

§ 24.2-708. Return of unused ballots; voting by applicant who did not receive or lost ballot; defaced
ballots.
A. Any person who has applied for and received an absentee ballot may choose not to vote absentee
and shall be entitled to cast a ballot in accordance with the provisions of this subsection.

1. The voter may, prior to the day of the election, return the ballot to the general registrar (i) unopened
in the sealed envelope in which it was sent to him or (ii) opened and unmarked.

The general registrar shall note on the voter's record, opposite the name of the voter, the fact that the
ballot was returned unused and the date of the return and shall carefully preserve the ballot with all
ballots returned unused. Such ballots shall be delivered, with other returned ballots, to the officers of
election on election day. The voter shall then be entitled to vote a regular ballot in the office of the gen-
eral registrar, or he may choose to vote at his proper polling place or at a central absentee voter pre-
cinct on the day of the election. On the day of the election, (a) if the general registrar or an officer of
election is able to confirm the return of the unused ballot, the voter shall be entitled to vote a regular
ballot and (b) if the general registrar or an officer of election is unable to confirm the return of the
unused ballot, the voter shall be entitled to cast a provisional ballot pursuant to § 24.2-653.1.

2. The voter may, on the day of the election, return his unused ballot to his proper polling place or cent-
ral absentee voter precinct, and the unused ballot shall be preserved with other unused ballots. The
voter shall then be entitled to vote a regular ballot.

3. The voter may, on the day of the election, offer to vote at his proper polling place or at a central
absentee voter precinct without returning his unused ballot, and he shall be entitled to cast a pro-
visional ballot pursuant to § 24.2-653.1.

B. Any person who has applied for and has been sent an absentee ballot but does not receive the bal-
lot or loses the ballot shall be entitled to cast a ballot in accordance with the provisions of this sub-
section.

1. The voter may, prior to the day of the election, present to the general registrar or officer of election a
statement signed by him that he did not receive the ballot or has lost the ballot. Such statement shall
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be made subject to felony penalties for making false statements as pursuant to § 24.2-1016, and the
voter shall then be entitled to cast a regular ballot.

2. The voter may, on the day of the election, offer to vote at his proper polling place or at a central
absentee voter precinct, and he shall be entitled to cast a provisional ballot pursuant to § 24.2-653.1.

C. Any person who has applied for and has been sent an absentee ballot that has been unin-
tentionally or accidentally defaced and rendered unfit for voting shall be entitled to cast a ballot in
accordance with the provisions of this subsection.

1. The voter may, prior to the day of the election, present the defaced ballot to the general registrar or
an officer of election, and the ballot shall be marked spoiled by the general registrar or an officer of
election and placed in a spoiled-ballot envelope to be retained with the ballots for the election. The
voter shall then be entitled to vote a regular ballot in the office of the general registrar, or he may
choose to vote at his proper polling place or at a central absentee voter precinct on the day of the elec-
tion. On the day of the election, (i) if the general registrar or an officer of election is able to confirm the
return of the defaced ballot, the voter shall be entitled to vote a regular ballot and (ii) if the general
registrar or an officer of election is unable to confirm the return of the defaced ballot, the voter shall be
entitled to cast a provisional ballot pursuant to § 24.2-653.1.

2. The voter may, on the day of the election, present his defaced or unfit ballot to his proper polling
place or central absentee voter precinct, and the defaced or unfit ballot shall be preserved with other
spoiled ballots. The voter shall then be entitled to vote a regular ballot.

Code 1950, §§ 24-336, 24-340.1; 1954, c. 511; 1970, c. 462, § 24.1-233; 1974, c. 428; 1978, c. 778;
1993, c. 641; 1999, c. 725; 2006, c. 283; 2010, c. 348; 2012, c. 645; 2014, c. 600; 2015, cc. 644, 645;
2021, Sp. Sess. I, c. 471.

§ 24.2-709. Ballot to be returned in manner prescribed by law.
A. Any ballot returned to the office of the general registrar or to a drop-off location in any manner
except as prescribed by law shall be void. Absentee ballots shall be returned to the general registrar
or to a drop-off location before the closing of the polls. Any voter who is in line to return an absentee
ballot at a drop-off location by 7:00 p.m. on the day of the election shall be permitted to deposit his
absentee ballot. The registrar receiving the ballot shall (i) seal the ballot in an envelope with the state-
ment or declaration of the voter, or both, attached to the outside and (ii) mark on each envelope the
date, time, and manner of delivery. No returned absentee ballot shall be deemed void because (a) the
inner envelope containing the voted ballot is imperfectly sealed so long as the outside envelope con-
taining the ballot envelope is sealed or (b) it is not returned sealed in the outside envelope so long as
it is returned sealed in the inner envelope.

B. Notwithstanding the provisions of subsection A, any absentee ballot (i) returned to the general regis-
trar after the closing of the polls on election day but before noon on the third day after the election and
(ii) postmarked on or before the date of the election shall be counted pursuant to the procedures set
forth in this chapter if the voter is found entitled to vote. For purposes of this subsection, a postmark
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shall include any other official indicia of confirmation of mailing by the United States Postal Service or
other postal or delivery service.

C. Notwithstanding the provisions of subsection A, any absentee ballot (i) received after the close of
the polls on any election day, (ii) received before 5:00 p.m. on the second business day before the
State Board meets to ascertain the results of the election pursuant to this title, (iii) requested on or
before but not sent by the deadline for making absentee ballots available under § 24.2-612, and (iv)
cast by a covered voter, as defined in § 24.2-452, shall be counted pursuant to the procedures set
forth in this chapter if the voter is found entitled to vote. The electoral board shall prepare an amended
certified abstract, which shall include the results of such ballots, and shall deliver such abstract to the
State Board by the business day prior to its meeting pursuant to this title, and shall deliver a copy of
such abstract to the general registrar to be available for inspection when his office is open for busi-
ness.

D. Notwithstanding the provisions of clause (i) of subsection B of § 24.2-427, an absentee ballot
returned by a voter in compliance with § 24.2-707 and this section who dies prior to the counting of
absentee ballots on election day shall be counted pursuant to the procedures set forth in this chapter if
the voter is found to have been entitled to vote at the time that he returned the ballot.

Code 1950, § 24-328; 1956, c. 525; 1970, c. 462, § 24.1-230; 1971, Ex. Sess., c. 119; 1975, c. 515;
1993, c. 641; 2002, cc. 785, 819; 2006, c. 297; 2010, cc. 449, 645; 2011, c. 654; 2012, c. 353; 2014, c.
580; 2015, cc. 644, 645; 2019, cc. 668, 669; 2020, cc. 288, 933, 1149, 1151, 1201; 2021, Sp. Sess. I,
cc. 471, 522.

§ 24.2-709.1. Processing returned absentee ballots before election day; cure process.
A. On receipt of an absentee ballot returned in person or by mail to the office of the general registrar or
to a drop-off location before election day, the general registrar shall mark the date of receipt in the
voter's record and shall examine the ballot envelope to verify completion of the required voter affirm-
ation. A voter affirmation statement shall not be deemed to be incomplete on the sole basis of the
voter's failure to provide (i) his full name or his middle initial, as long as the voter provided his full first
and last name, or (ii) the date, or any part of the date, including the year, on which he signed the state-
ment.

B. If the voter affirmation has been completed as required, the general registrar may open the sealed
ballot envelope and insert the ballot in optical scan counting equipment or other secure ballot con-
tainer without initiating any ballot count totals. If a general registrar does not choose to do so, the
sealed ballot envelope shall be deposited into a secure container provided for such purpose, in which
it shall remain until the general registrar initiates the process of opening the sealed ballot envelopes
deposited into the secure container and inserting such ballots into optical scan counting equipment
without initiating any ballot count totals. Such process shall be at the general registrar's discretion at
any time prior to the seventh day immediately preceding the election but shall be mandatory begin-
ning on the seventh day immediately preceding the election.
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At least two officers of election, one representing each political party, shall be present during all hours
when sealed ballot envelopes are opened as authorized in or required by this subsection. No person
present while sealed ballot envelopes are opened and ballots are inserted into counting equipment
shall disclose any information concerning the ballots.

In the event that circumstances prevent a general registrar from complying with the provisions of this
subsection, such failure shall not be grounds for contesting the election pursuant to Article 2 (§ 24.2-
803 et seq.) of Chapter 8 and shall not invalidate the absentee ballots.

C. For any absentee ballot received by the Friday immediately preceding the day of the election, if the
general registrar finds during the examination of the ballot envelope that the required voter affirmation
was not correctly or completely filled out or that a procedure required by § 24.2-707 was not properly
followed, and such error or failure would render the ballot void by law, the general registrar shall enter
into the voter's record in the voter registration system that the absentee ballot has an issue requiring
correction in order for it to be counted. This information shall be included on any absentee voter applic-
ant list provided pursuant to subsection C of § 24.2-710.

Within three days of such finding, the registrar shall notify the voter in writing or by email of the error or
failure and shall provide information to the voter on how to correct the issue so his ballot may be coun-
ted. The voter shall be entitled to make such necessary corrections before noon on the third day after
the election, and his ballot shall then be counted pursuant to the procedures set forth in this chapter if
he is found to be entitled to vote. No absentee ballot needing correction shall be delivered to the
officers of election at the appropriate precinct until the voter is provided the opportunity to make the
necessary corrections pursuant to this subsection.

The general registrar may issue a new absentee ballot to the voter if necessary and shall preserve the
first ballot with other spoiled ballots.

2007, cc. 171, 281; 2012, cc. 328, 486; 2013, c. 501; 2021, Sp. Sess. I, cc. 471, 522.

§ 24.2-710. Absentee voter applicant lists.
A. The provisions of this subsection shall apply only to those localities not using an electronic poll-
book. On the day before the election, the general registrar shall (i) make out in triplicate on a form pre-
scribed by the State Board the absentee voter applicant list containing the names of all persons who
applied for an absentee ballot through the third day before the election and (ii) by noon on the day
before the election, deliver two copies of the list to the electoral board. The general registrar shall
make out a supplementary list containing the names of all persons voting absentee in person or apply-
ing to vote absentee pursuant to § 24.2-705 for delivery by 5:00 p.m. on the day before the election.
The supplementary list shall be deemed part of the absentee voter applicant list and shall be prepared
and delivered in accordance with the instructions of the State Board. The general registrar shall main-
tain one copy of the list in his office for two years as a public record open for inspection upon request
during regular office hours.
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B. On the day before the election, the electoral board shall deliver one copy of the list provided to it by
the general registrar to the chief officer of election for each precinct. The list shall be attested by the
secretary of the electoral board who shall be responsible for the delivery of the attested lists to the
chief officer of election for each precinct.

Absentee ballots shall be accepted only from voters whose names appear on the attested list.

C. Upon request, the State Board shall provide an electronic copy of the absentee voter applicant list
to any political party or candidate. Such lists shall be used only for campaign and political purposes.
In no event shall any list furnished under this section contain (a) any voter's social security number or
any part thereof, (b) any voter's day and month of birth, or (c) the residence address of any voter who
has provided a post office box address to be used on public lists pursuant to § 24.2-418.

Code 1950, §§ 24-327, 24-330, 24-332, 24-333, 24-338, 24-338.1, 24-339, 24-340, 24-341, 24-342,
24-345.6, 24-345.7, 24-345.8; 1952, c. 509; 1954, cc. 511, 523, 539; 1956, c. 525; 1958, c. 351; 1962,
c. 536; 1964, c. 557; 1970, c. 462, §§ 24.1-229, 24.1-231, 24.1-234; 1971, Ex. Sess., cc. 119, 247,
265; 1972, cc. 620, 621; 1974, c. 428, § 24.1-233.1; 1975, c. 515; 1977, c. 490; 1978, c. 778; 1980, c.
639; 1981, c. 425; 1983, c. 461; 1988, cc. 624, 691; 1991, c. 3; 1993, c. 641; 1997, c. 464; 2001, cc.
622, 799; 2006, c. 297; 2010, cc. 601, 812; 2017, c. 275; 2020, cc. 735, 1157; 2021, Sp. Sess. I, cc.
471, 522.

§ 24.2-711. Duties of electoral board, general registrar, and officers of election.
A. Before the polls open, the officers of election at each precinct shall mark, for each person on the
absentee voter applicant list, the letters "AB" (meaning absentee ballot) in the voting record column on
the pollbook. The pollbook may be so marked prior to election day by the general registrar, the sec-
retary of the electoral board, or staff under the direction of the general registrar or the secretary, or
when the pollbook is produced by the State Board pursuant to § 24.2-404. If the pollbook has been
marked prior to election day, before the polls open the officers of election at each precinct shall check
the marks for accuracy and make any additions or corrections required.

The chief officer of election shall keep the copy of the absentee voter applicant list in the polling place
as a public record open for inspection upon request at all times while the polls are open.

B. Before noon on the day following the election, the general registrar shall deliver all applications for
absentee ballots for the election, under seal, to the clerk of the circuit court for the county or city,
except that the general registrar may retain all applications for absentee ballots until the electoral
board has ascertained the results of the election pursuant to § 24.2-671, and has determined the valid-
ity of and counted all provisional ballots pursuant to § 24.2-653.01, at which point all applications shall
then be delivered, under seal, to the clerk of the circuit court for the county or city. The clerk shall
retain the sealed applications with the counted ballots.

C. The secretary of the electoral board shall deliver all absentee ballots received after the election to
the clerk of the circuit court.
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Code 1950, §§ 24-330, 24-338, 24-338.1, 24-339, 24-340, 24-341, 24-342, 24-345.8; 1952, c. 509;
1954, cc. 511, 523, 539; 1956, c. 525; 1962, c. 536; 1964, c. 557; 1970, c. 462, §§ 24.1-231, 24.1-234;
1972, c. 621; 1974, c. 428, § 24.1-233.1; 1978, c. 778; 1981, c. 425; 1988, cc. 624, 691; 1991, c. 3;
1993, c. 641; 2001, c. 799; 2002, cc. 785, 819; 2003, c. 1015; 2006, c. 283; 2013, c. 501; 2014, cc.
453, 574, 575; 2017, c. 276; 2021, Sp. Sess. I, cc. 471, 522.

§ 24.2-711.1. Absentee ballots; confirmation of receipt; notice of reason for rejection.
A. The Secretary, in coordination with local election officials, shall implement a free-access system by
which a voter may determine:

1. Whether the voter's application for an absentee ballot has been received and accepted; and

2. Whether the voter's absentee ballot has been received and the current status of the absentee ballot.

B. The electoral board of each county and city shall send a written explanation of the reason for rejec-
tion of an absentee ballot to the voter whose absentee ballot is rejected within 90 days of the date on
which the ballot is rejected. The State Board of Elections shall promulgate instructions to implement
the provisions of this section.

2002, c. 252; 2013, c. 537.

§ 24.2-712. Central absentee voter precincts; counting ballots.
A. Notwithstanding any other provision of law, the governing body of each county or city shall estab-
lish one or more central absentee voter precincts in the courthouse or other public buildings for the pur-
pose of receiving, counting, and recording absentee ballots cast in the county or city. A central
absentee voter precinct shall be made by the governing body by ordinance; the ordinance shall state
for which elections the precinct shall be used. The decision to abolish any absentee voter precinct
shall be made by the governing body by ordinance. Immediate notification of either decision shall be
sent to the Department of Elections and the electoral board.

B. Each central absentee voter precinct shall have at least three officers of election as provided for
other precincts. The number of officers shall be determined by the electoral board and general regis-
trar.

C. If any voter brings an unmarked ballot to the central absentee voter precinct on the day of the elec-
tion, he shall be allowed to vote it. If any voter brings an unmarked ballot to the general registrar on or
before the day of the election, he shall be allowed to vote it, and his ballot shall be delivered to the
absentee voter precinct.

D. Absentee ballots shall be processed as required by § 24.2-709.1 by the officers of election at the
central absentee voter precinct prior to the closing of the polls. In the case of machine-readable bal-
lots, the ballot container shall be opened and the absentee ballots shall be inserted in the counting
machines prior to the closing of the polls in accordance with procedures prescribed by the Department
of Elections, including procedures to preserve ballot secrecy, but no ballot count totals by the
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machines shall be transmitted outside of the central absentee voter precinct until after the closing of
the polls.

In the case of absentee ballots that are counted by hand, the officers of election shall begin tallying
such ballots at any time after noon on the day of the election in accordance with the procedures pre-
scribed by the Department of Elections, including procedures to preserve ballot secrecy. No counts of
such tallies shall be determined or transmitted outside of the central absentee voter precinct until after
the closing of the polls.

The use of cellular telephones or other communication devices shall be prohibited in the central
absentee voter precinct during such processing and tallying and until the closing of the polls. Any per-
son present in the central absentee voter precinct shall sign a statement under oath that he will not
transmit any counts prior to the closing of the polls. Any person who transmits any counts in violation
of this section is guilty of a Class 1 misdemeanor.

E. As soon as the polls are closed in the county or city, the officers of election at the central absentee
voter precinct shall proceed promptly to ascertain and record the total vote given by all absentee bal-
lots and report the results in the manner provided for counting and reporting ballots generally in Article
4 (§ 24.2-643 et seq.) of Chapter 6.

F. The electoral board or general registrar may provide that the officers of election for a central
absentee voter precinct may be assigned to work all or a portion of the time that the precinct is open
on election day subject to the following conditions:

1. The chief officer and the assistant chief officer, appointed pursuant to § 24.2-115 to represent the
two political parties, are on duty at all times; and

2. No officer, political party representative, or other candidate representative shall leave the precinct
after any ballots have been counted until the polls are closed and the count for the precinct is com-
pleted and reported.

G. The general registrar may provide that the central absentee voter precinct will open after 6:00 a.m.
on the day of the election provided that the office of the general registrar will be open for the receipt of
absentee ballots until the central absentee voter precinct is open and that the officers of election for
the central absentee voter precinct obtain the absentee ballots returned to the general registrar's office
for the purpose of counting the absentee ballots at the central absentee voter precinct and provided fur-
ther that the central absentee voter precinct is the same location as the office of the general registrar.

1974, c. 428, § 24.1-233.1; 1978, c. 778; 1991, c. 3; 1993, c. 641; 1994, cc. 287, 742; 1998, cc. 549,
572; 2003, c. 1015; 2006, c. 297; 2008, c. 423; 2013, c. 501; 2014, cc. 540, 552, 576; 2015, cc. 313,
644, 645; 2016, cc. 18, 492; 2017, c. 711; 2021, Sp. Sess. I, cc. 471, 522.

§ 24.2-713. Emergency authority of the Commissioner of Elections.
The provisions of this section shall apply in the case of an emergency that will not allow sufficient time
for the distribution and handling of absentee ballot applications and absentee ballots, in accordance
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with the procedures of this title, for qualified voters who are unable to vote in person because of the
emergency. The Commissioner of Elections shall have the authority to designate alternative methods
and procedures to handle such applications and ballots. Nothing in this section shall authorize the
counting of any absentee ballot returned after the polls have closed. For purposes of this section, "an
emergency" shall mean (i) any emergency declared by the Governor pursuant to Chapter 3.2 (§ 44-
146.13 et seq.) of Title 44, (ii) any emergency declared by the President of the United States or the
governor of another state pursuant to law and confirmed by the Governor by the executive order as an
emergency for the purposes of this section, or (iii) any public emergency that interferes with the elect-
oral process or the opportunity for qualified voters to exercise their right to vote as determined by the
Commissioner of Elections.

1994, c. 240; 2002, cc. 785, 819; 2013, c. 542.

Chapter 8 - RECOUNTS AND CONTESTED ELECTIONS

Article 1 - Recounts

§ 24.2-800. Recounts in all elections.
A. The provisions of this article apply to all elections held in the Commonwealth.

B. When there is between any candidate apparently nominated or elected and any candidate appar-
ently defeated a difference of not more than one percent of the total vote cast for the two such can-
didates as determined by the State Board or the electoral board, the defeated candidate may appeal
from the determination of the State Board or the electoral board for a recount of the vote as set forth in
this article. When there is between any write-in candidate apparently nominated or elected and any
candidate apparently defeated, or between any candidate apparently nominated or elected and any
write-in candidate apparently defeated, a difference of not more than five percent of the total vote cast
for the two such candidates as determined by the State Board or the electoral board, the defeated can-
didate may appeal from the determination of the State Board or the electoral board for a recount of the
vote as set forth in this article. In an election of electors for the President and Vice President of the
United States, the presidential candidate shall represent the vice presidential candidate and slate of
electors and be the party to the recount for purposes of this article.

C. When there is between the vote for a question and the vote against a question a difference of not
more than 50 votes or one percent of the total vote cast for and against the question as determined by
the State Board or the electoral board, whichever is greater, 50 or more voters qualified to vote on the
question, by signing and filing their petition, may appeal from the determination of the State Board or
the electoral board for a recount of the vote as set forth in this article.

1979, c. 293, § 24.1-249; 1981, c. 570; 1993, c. 641; 2009, c. 386; 2019, c. 382; 2020, c. 886.

§ 24.2-801. Petition for recount; recount court.
A. The petition for a recount of an election, other than an election for presidential electors, shall be
filed within 10 days from the day the State Board or the electoral board certifies the result of the
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election under § 24.2-679 or 24.2-671, but not thereafter. The petition shall be filed in the Circuit Court
of the City of Richmond in the case of any statewide office and in the circuit court of the county or city
in which the candidate being challenged resides in the case of any other office. The petition shall be
filed in the Circuit Court of the City of Richmond in the case of any statewide referendum and in the cir-
cuit court of any county or city comprising a part of the election district in the case of any other ref-
erendum.

B. The petition shall set forth the results certified by the State Board or electoral board and shall
request the court to have the ballots in the election recounted.

C. In an election for office, a copy of the petition shall be served on the candidate apparently nom-
inated or elected as provided under § 8.01-296 and within 10 days after the State Board or electoral
board has certified the results of such election. In a referendum, a copy of the petition shall be so
served on the governing body or chief executive officer of the jurisdiction in which the election was
held.

D. The chief judge of the circuit court in which a petition is filed shall promptly notify the Chief Justice
of the Supreme Court of Virginia, who shall designate two other judges to sit with the chief judge, and
the court shall be constituted and sit in all respects as a court appointed and sitting under §§ 24.2-805
and 24.2-806.

1979, c. 293, § 24.1-249; 1981, c. 570; 1993, c. 641; 2003, c. 268; 2014, cc. 540, 576; 2016, c. 464;
2020, c. 886.

§ 24.2-801.1. Petition for recount of election for presidential electors; recount court.
A. The petition for a recount of an election for presidential electors shall be filed no later than 5:00 p.m.
on the second calendar day after the day the State Board certifies the result of the election under §
24.2-679, but not thereafter. Presidential candidates who anticipate the possibility of asking for a
recount are encouraged to so notify the State Board by letter as soon as possible after election day.
The petition shall be filed in the Circuit Court of the City of Richmond. If any presidential candidate is
eligible to seek a recount of the results of the election for presidential electors under § 24.2-800 the
State Board shall, within 24 hours of the certification of the results, notify the Circuit Court of the City of
Richmond and the Supreme Court of Virginia (i) that a recount is possible, (ii) which presidential can-
didate is eligible to seek a recount, and (iii) of the date the results were certified. The Circuit Court of
the City of Richmond shall make arrangements to receive any such filing if the office would normally
be closed the entire day, or prior to 5:00 p.m., on the second calendar day after the day the State
Board certified the result of the election.

B. The petition shall set forth the results certified by the State Board and shall request the court to
have the ballots in the election recounted.

C. A copy of the petition shall be served on the presidential candidate whose electors were apparently
elected as provided under § 8.01-296 and within five calendar days after the State Board has certified
the results of such election.
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D. As soon as a petition is filed, the chief judge of the Circuit Court shall promptly notify the Chief
Justice of the Supreme Court of Virginia, who shall designate two other judges to sit with the chief
judge, and the court shall be constituted and sit in all respects as a court appointed and sitting under §
24.2-805.

E. Any recount of an election for presidential electors shall be held promptly and completed, in accord-
ance with the provisions of 3 U.S.C. § 5, at least six days before the time fixed for the meeting of the
electors.

2003, c. 268; 2014, cc. 540, 576; 2016, c. 464; 2020, c. 886.

§ 24.2-802. Recount standards.
A. The State Board of Elections shall promulgate standards for (i) the proper handling and security of
voting systems, ballots, and other materials required for a recount, (ii) accurate counting of votes
based upon objective evidence and taking into account the voting system and form of ballots
approved for use in the Commonwealth, and (iii) any other matters that will promote a timely and accur-
ate resolution of the recount.

B. The State Board shall promulgate additional standards and instructions for the conduct of sim-
ultaneous recounts of two or more elections in a single election district.

C. The State Board shall promulgate additional standards and instructions for the conduct of recounts
in elections for any office to which more than one candidate can be elected. Such standards and
instructions shall include which candidates apparently nominated or elected are required to be named
in the petition for a recount or served a copy of the petition for a recount.

D. The chief judge of the circuit court or the full recount court may, consistent with State Board of Elec-
tions standards, resolve disputes over the application of the standards and direct all other appropriate
measures to ensure the proper conduct of the recount.

1979, c. 293, § 24.1-250; 1980, c. 639; 1981, c. 570; 1982, c. 650; 1983, c. 461; 1984, c. 480; 1993, c.
641; 2000, cc. 938, 1057; 2001, cc. 639, 641, 646; 2002, cc. 601, 647; 2003, c. 268; 2004, c. 410;
2006, c. 689; 2007, cc. 285, 939, 943; 2008, c. 682; 2011, c. 522; 2014, cc. 540, 576; 2015, c. 740;
2016, c. 464; 2019, c. 382; 2020, c. 886; 2023, c. 219.

§ 24.2-802.1. Preliminary hearing; court to fix procedure for recount, appoint officers, and super-
vise the recount.
A. Within seven calendar days of the filing of the petition for a recount of any election other than an
election for presidential electors, or within five calendar days of the filing of a petition for a recount of
an election for presidential electors, the chief judge of the circuit court shall call a preliminary hearing
at which (i) motions may be disposed of and (ii) the rules of procedure may be fixed, both subject to
review by the full court. The petitioner and his counsel and each other party and their counsel under
supervision of the electoral board and its agents shall have access to pollbooks and other materials
used in the election for examination purposes, provided that individual ballots cast in the election shall
not be examined at the preliminary hearing. The chief judge during the preliminary hearing shall
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review all security measures taken for all ballots and voting systems and direct, as he deems neces-
sary, all appropriate measures to ensure proper security to conduct the recount.

The chief judge, subject to review by the full court, may set the place for the recount and may order the
delivery of election materials to a central location and the transportation of voting systems to a central
location in each county or city under appropriate safeguards. These safeguards shall include pro-
hibiting any person from knowingly possessing any firearm as defined in § 18.2-308.2:2 within 40 feet
of any building or part thereof used as the place for the recount, unless such person is (a) any law-
enforcement officer or any retired law-enforcement officer qualified pursuant to subsection C of § 18.2-
308.016; (b) occupying his own private property that falls within 40 feet of a polling place; or (c) an
armed security officer, licensed pursuant to Article 4 (§ 9.1-138 et seq.) of Chapter 1 of Title 9.1,
whose employment or performance of his duties occurs within 40 feet of any building, or part thereof,
used as a place for the recount.

B. After the full court is appointed under § 24.2-801 or 24.2-801.1, it shall call a hearing at which all
motions shall be disposed of and the rules of procedure shall be fixed finally, and it shall issue a writ-
ten order setting out such rules of procedure. The court shall call for the advice and cooperation of the
Department, the State Board, or any local electoral board, as appropriate, and such boards or agency
shall have the duty and authority to assist the court. The court shall fix any additional procedures, that
are not provided for in this chapter, that shall provide for the accurate counting of votes in the election.
The recount procedures to be followed throughout the election district shall be as uniform as prac-
ticable, taking into account the types of ballots and voting systems in use in the election district.

C. The court shall permit each candidate, or petitioner and governing body or chief executive officer, to
select an equal number of the officers of election to be recount officials and to count printed ballots.
The number shall be fixed by the court and be sufficient to conduct the recount within a reasonable
period. The court may permit each party to the recount to submit a list of alternate officials in the num-
ber the court directs. There shall be at least one team from each locality using ballot scanner
machines to insert the ballots into one or more scanners. Each team shall be composed of one rep-
resentative of each party.

The court may provide that if, at the time of the recount, any recount official fails to appear, the remain-
ing recount officials present shall appoint substitute recount officials who shall possess the same qual-
ifications as the recount officials for whom they substitute. The court may select pairs of recount
coordinators to serve for each county or city in the election district who shall be members of the county
or city electoral board and represent different political parties. The court shall have authority to sum-
mon such officials and coordinators. On the request of any party to the recount, the court shall allow
that party to appoint one representative observer for each team of recount officials. The representative
observers shall have an unobstructed view of the work of the recount officials. The expenses of its rep-
resentatives shall be borne by each party.



D. The court (i) shall supervise the recount and (ii) may require delivery of any or all pollbooks used
and any or all ballots cast at the election, or may assume supervision thereof through the recount
coordinators and officials.

2020, c. 886; 2021, Sp. Sess. I, c. 459.

§ 24.2-802.2. General recount procedures.
A. For the purposes of this section:

"Overvote" means a ballot on which a voter casts a vote for a greater number of candidates or pos-
itions than the number for which he was lawfully entitled to vote and no vote shall be counted with
respect to that office or issue.

"Undervote" means a ballot on which a voter casts a vote for a lesser number of candidates or pos-
itions than the number for which he was lawfully entitled to vote.

B. The recount of the votes shall be based on votes cast in the election and shall not take into account
(i) any absentee ballots or provisional ballots sought to be cast but ruled invalid and not cast in the
election, (ii) ballots cast only for administrative or test purposes and voided by the officers of election,
or (iii) ballots spoiled by a voter and replaced with a new ballot.

C. The eligibility of any voter to have voted shall not be an issue in a recount. Commencing upon the
filing of the recount, nothing shall prevent the discovery or disclosure of any evidence that could be
used pursuant to § 24.2-803 in contesting the results of an election.

D. There shall be only one recount of the vote in each precinct. The recount of the vote shall be con-
ducted as follows:

1. For paper ballots, the recount officials shall hand count the paper ballots using the standards pro-
mulgated by the State Board pursuant to § 24.2-802.

2. For ballot scanner machines, the recount officials shall rerun all the machine-readable ballots
through a scanner programmed to count only the votes for the parties or issue in question in the
recount and to set aside all ballots containing write-in votes, overvotes, and undervotes. The ballots
that are set aside, any ballots not accepted by the scanner, and any ballots for which a scanner could
not be programmed to meet the programming requirements of this subdivision, shall be hand counted
using the standards promulgated by the State Board pursuant to § 24.2-802. If the total number of
machine-readable ballots reported as counted by the scanner plus the total number of ballots set
aside by the scanner do not equal the total number of ballots rerun through the scanner, then all bal-
lots cast on ballot scanner machines for that precinct shall be set aside to be counted by hand using
the standards promulgated by the State Board pursuant to § 24.2-802. Prior to running the machine-
readable ballots through the ballot scanner machine, the recount officials shall ensure that logic and
accuracy tests have been successfully performed on each scanner after the scanner has been pro-
grammed. The result calculated for ballots accepted by the ballot scanner machine during the recount
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shall be considered correct for those machine-readable ballots unless the court finds sufficient cause
to rule otherwise.

3. Prior to the conclusion of the recount in each precinct, the recount officials shall segregate all bal-
lots for which there is a question regarding the ballot's validity.

E. At the conclusion of the recount of each precinct, the recount officials shall write down the number
of valid ballots cast, this number being obtained from the ballots cast in the precinct, or from the ballots
cast as shown on the statement of results if the ballots cannot be found, for each of the two candidates
or for and against the question. They shall submit the ballots or the statement of results used, as to the
validity of which questions exist, to the court. The written statement of any one recount official chal-
lenging a ballot shall be sufficient to require its submission to the court. If, on all ballot scanners, the
number of persons voting in the election, or the number of votes cast for the office or on the question,
totals more than the number of names on the pollbooks of persons voting on the voting machines, the
figures recorded by the machines shall be accepted as correct.

F. At the conclusion of the recount of all precincts, after allowing the parties to inspect the questioned
ballots, and after hearing arguments, the court shall rule on the validity of all questioned ballots and
votes. The court may not consider the validity of any ballots not set aside prior to the conclusion of the
recount in each precinct. After settling all matters pertaining to the recount of the vote as raised by the
parties, the court shall certify to the State Board and the electoral board (i) the vote for each party to
the recount and declare the person who received the higher number of votes to be nominated or elec-
ted, as appropriate, or (ii) the votes for and against the question and declare the outcome of the ref-
erendum. The Department shall post on the Internet any and all changes made during the recount to
the results as previously certified by it pursuant to § 24.2-679.

G. The recount proceeding shall be final and not subject to appeal.

H. Except in the case of a recount of an election for Governor, Lieutenant Governor, or Attorney Gen-
eral, or for elector of President or Vice President of the United States, if the court finds that each party
to the recount has received an equal number of votes, it shall issue a writ promptly ordering a special
election be held to determine which candidate is elected to the office.

2020, cc. 284, 500, 886.

§ 24.2-802.3. Costs of the recount.
A. Costs of the recount shall be assessed against the counties and cities comprising the election dis-
trict when (i) the candidate petitioning for the recount is declared the winner; (ii) the petitioners in a
recount of a referendum win the recount; or (iii) there was between the candidate apparently nom-
inated or elected and the candidate petitioning for the recount a difference of not more than one-half of
one percent of the total vote cast for the two such candidates as determined by the State Board or
electoral board prior to the recount. Otherwise the costs of the recount shall be assessed against the
candidate petitioning for the recount or the petitioners in a recount of a referendum. If more than one
candidate petitions for a recount, the court may assess costs in an equitable manner between the
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counties and cities and any such candidate if both are liable for costs under this subsection. Costs
incurred to date shall be assessed against any candidate or petitioner who defaults or withdraws his
petition.

B. The court shall appraise the costs of the recount subject to the following limitations: (i) no per diem
payment shall be assessed for salaried election officials; (ii) no per diem payment to officers of elec-
tion serving as recount officials shall exceed two-thirds of the per diem paid such officers by the
county or city for service on election day; and (iii) per diem payments to alternates shall be allowed
only if they serve.

C. Any petitioner who may be assessed with costs under subsection A shall post a bond with surety
with the court in the amount of $10 per precinct in the area subject to recount. If the petitioner wins the
recount, the bond shall not be forfeit. If the petitioner loses the recount, the bond shall be forfeit only to
the extent of the assessed costs. If the assessed costs exceed the bond, he shall be liable for such
excess.

2020, c. 886.

Article 2 - CONTESTED ELECTIONS

§ 24.2-803. Contest of election to General Assembly.
A. This section applies to any general or special election of members to the General Assembly.

B. A contest of the election of any member to the General Assembly may be initiated by an unsuc-
cessful candidate in the election, referred to hereafter as the contestant.

To initiate a contest, the contestant shall give written notice, in the manner provided in subsection D,
of his intent to contest the election to the person or persons apparently elected, referred to hereafter as
the contestee, and to the Clerk of the House of Delegates if he is contesting a House election or of the
Senate if he is contesting a Senate election, no later than thirty days following the date of the election
or three days after the conclusion of a recount, whichever is later.

The notice shall state the grounds on which the contestant intends to contest the election. The
grounds shall include (i) objections to the eligibility of the contestee based on specific allegations, (ii)
objections to the conduct or results of the election accompanied by specific allegations which, if
proven true, would have a probable impact on the outcome of the election, or (iii) both.

The notice shall state that an answer by the contestee must be filed with the clerk of the appropriate
house within ten days following service of the notice. The contestant shall sign and verify the notice by
his oath or affirmation.

At the time of filing the notice, the contestant shall post a bond with surety with the Clerk of the House
of Delegates or Senate, as appropriate, in the amount of $100 per precinct contained in whole or in
part in the district being contested. If the contestant wins the contest, the bond shall not be forfeited. If
the contestant loses the contest, the bond shall be forfeited to the extent of the contestee's actual and
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documented costs of defending against the contest, including, but not limited to, reasonable attorneys'
fees, expert witnesses' fees, and such costs as would be taxable in an action at law. If the assessed
costs exceed the bond, the contestant shall be liable for such excess only pursuant to subsection H.

C. Within ten days after service of the contestant's notice on the contestee, the contestee shall file with
the clerk of the appropriate house a written answer. His answer shall admit or deny the allegations on
which the contestant relies, or state that he has no knowledge or information concerning an allegation
which shall be deemed denial, and state any other defenses, in law or fact, on which he relies. The
contestee shall sign and verify his answer by his oath or affirmation.

D. The notice of intent to contest shall be filed by the contestant with the clerk of the appropriate house
and copies thereof served by the contestant as provided under § 8.01-296 on each contestee. The
answer, petition, and any reply and copies thereof shall be filed with the appropriate clerk, and copies
shall be served on the opposing party or his counsel, if any, in the manner prescribed by Rule 1:12 of
the Rules of the Supreme Court of Virginia.

After service of the notice of intent, any party, after reasonable notice to the other party or parties, shall
be authorized to take depositions to sustain or invalidate the election. The contestant shall complete
the taking of depositions to submit with his petition at any time within twenty days following the date of
the notice of intent to contest the election, and the contestee shall complete the taking of his depos-
itions within thirty days following the date of the notice of intent to contest the election. By written stip-
ulation of the parties, the testimony of any witness may be filed in the form of an affidavit by the
witness within the same time limitations prescribed for the taking of depositions.

Subpoenas for witnesses shall be issued by the clerk of the circuit court of the county or city in which
the contestee resides on the application of either party. Witnesses shall be entitled to the same allow-
ances and privileges, and be subject to the same penalties, as witnesses summoned to attend the
courts.

Every deposition shall be taken before a person authorized by law to administer oaths, who shall cer-
tify and seal the deposition in the same manner as in judicial civil proceedings, and file the same with
the clerk of the appropriate house.

E. A written petition shall be filed by the contestant with the clerk of the appropriate house (i) within ten
days following the filing of the notice of intent to contest the election if the contested election was held
at a November general election and (ii) within ten days following the date of the filing of the notice of
intent to contest the election or within two days following the commencement of the next session of the
General Assembly, whichever is later, if the election was held on a different date. The contestee may
file a written reply to the petition within five days following its service on him.

No affidavit may be made a part of, or filed in support of, a petition or reply thereto unless the affidavit
has previously been filed with the clerk of the appropriate house, pursuant to the written stipulation of
the parties or their counsel, on or before the date established by subsection D for the completion of the
taking of depositions by the proponent of the affidavit.
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F. If the election was held during a regular session of the General Assembly, the times for filing the
notice of intent to contest, the answer, petition, and reply and for taking depositions and affidavits shall
be set by the Committee on Privileges and Elections of the appropriate house. The Committee may
consider the contestant's and contestee's recommendations for the procedural schedule.

G. The clerk shall refer the notice, answer, petition, reply, depositions, and affidavits to the Committee
on Privileges and Elections, which documents shall constitute the record in the contest. A failure to
comply in timely manner with the filing requirements of subsection B, C, D, or E shall be dispositive of
the contest and have the effect of a finding for the opponent of the party failing to meet such require-
ments.

Unless another committee has been designated by the rules of the house to hear contest matters, the
Committee on Privileges and Elections shall hear the contest and conduct such investigation as has
been directed by resolution of its house. It shall report its findings and recommendations to the house
for its action. The committee hearing the contest shall take up the contest no later than its first regularly
scheduled meeting occurring after the filing of the record in the contest.

H. The house, in its judgment, may find for the contestant and declare him elected, find for the con-
testee and confirm his election, or declare the election void and order a writ of election as in other
cases of vacancy. If the house finds a tie vote has occurred, it shall direct a determination by lot in
accordance with § 24.2-674, but no right to a recount shall be permitted. If the house finds, by a two-
thirds vote of the house that the contestant has prosecuted the election contest in bad faith, the house
may order the contestant to pay to the contestee a sum, in addition to the amount of the bond posted
pursuant to subsection B, that is not more than the contestee's additional actual costs of defending
against the contest, including, but not limited to, reasonable attorneys' fees, expert witnesses' fees,
and such costs as would be taxable in an action at law. A determination to assess costs against a con-
testant in excess of the amount of the bond posted pursuant to subsection B shall be made only upon
the recommendation of the Committee on Privileges and Elections, or other committee designated in
the rules of the house to hear the contest, adopted by the committee by a two-thirds or greater vote of
the committee.

1981, c. 570, § 24.1-236.1; 1993, c. 641; 1998, c. 866; 2000, c. 1057; 2006, c. 292.

§ 24.2-804. Contest of elections of Governor, Lieutenant Governor, and Attorney General.
In any election for Governor, Lieutenant Governor, or Attorney General, notice of the intent to contest
the election shall be filed with the Clerk of the House of Delegates as prescribed in § 24.2-803. The
provisions of § 24.2-803 shall govern standing, notice of intent to contest, answers, service of process,
evidence, the petition, procedures, relief, and assessed costs except (i) that in a contest of an election
held at the November general election the petition shall be filed within two days following the com-
mencement of a special session of the General Assembly called for the purpose of hearing the contest
or of the next regular session of the General Assembly, whichever first occurs, and (ii) that the final
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determination shall be made by the General Assembly, both houses sitting in joint session in the hall
of the House of Delegates, with the Speaker of the House of Delegates presiding.

At the time of filing the notice, the contestant shall post a bond with surety with the Clerk of the House
of Delegates in the amount of $10 per precinct in the Commonwealth. If the contestant wins the con-
test, the bond shall not be forfeited. If the contestant loses the contest, the bond shall be forfeited and
costs assessed as provided in subsections B and H of § 24.2-803.

Code 1950, §§ 24-427 through 24-429; 1970, c. 462, § 24.1-237; 1981, c. 570; 1993, c. 641; 2006, c.
292.

§ 24.2-805. Contest of elections of electors for President and Vice President or primaries for United
States Senate or statewide office.
In an election of electors for the President and Vice President of the United States, or a primary for the
United States Senate or any statewide office, the proceeding to contest shall be in the Circuit Court of
the City of Richmond before a special court composed of the chief judge of such circuit court and two
circuit court judges of circuits not contiguous to the City of Richmond appointed by the Chief Justice of
the Supreme Court of Virginia, or, in the event of his inability to act, then by the next senior justice,
who shall at the time of appointment set the date for trial.

If the chief judge of the Circuit Court of the City of Richmond is absent, unable to sit in the proceeding,
or recuses himself, the clerk of the court shall at once certify that fact to the Chief Justice. Then the
Chief Justice or the associate justice acting in his stead shall appoint a third judge, who shall be, if
possible, a judge of the Circuit Court of the City of Richmond or an adjoining circuit.

Notwithstanding any provision of this chapter to the contrary: (i) notice of the intent to contest an elec-
tion of electors for the President and Vice President of the United States shall be filed no later than
5:00 p.m. on the second calendar day after the day the State Board certifies the result of the election
under § 24.2-679, but not thereafter; (ii) a copy of the complaint shall be served by the contestant as
provided under § 8.01-296 on each contestee and within five calendar days after the Board has cer-
tified the results of such election, otherwise the complaint shall not be valid; (iii) the contestee's
answer shall be filed within five calendar days after the complaint is served on him; (iv) the contest
shall not wait upon the results of any recount; and (v) the proceedings shall be held promptly and com-
pleted, in accordance with the provisions of 3 U.S.C. § 5, at least six days before the time fixed for the
meeting of the electors.

Code 1950, § 24-393; 1952, c. 489; 1970, c. 462, § 24.1-238; 1981, c. 570; 1993, c. 641; 2003, c. 268.

§ 24.2-806. Contest of other primaries and elections.
In a primary for the United States House of Representatives, the Virginia Senate, the House of Deleg-
ates, or any county, city, town, or district office, or an election to any county, city, town, or district office,
the proceeding to contest shall be in the circuit court of the county or city that the challenged candidate
listed as his residency on his certificate of candidate qualification. The proceeding shall be before a
special court composed of the chief judge of such circuit court and two circuit court judges of circuits
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remote from the county or city that such candidate listed as his residency on his certificate of can-
didate qualification, appointed by the Chief Justice of the Supreme Court of Virginia, or, in the event of
his inability to act, then by the next senior justice, who shall at the time of appointment set the date for
trial.

If the chief judge of the circuit court of the city or county that the candidate listed as his residency on
his certificate of candidate qualification is absent, unable to sit in the proceeding, or recuses himself,
the clerk of the court shall at once certify that fact to the Chief Justice. Then the Chief Justice or the
associate justice acting in his stead shall appoint a third judge, who shall be, if possible, a judge of the
same or an adjoining circuit.

Code 1950, § 24-394; 1952, c. 489; 1970, c. 462, § 24.1-239; 1981, c. 570; 1987, c. 341; 1993, c. 641;
2019, c. 691.

§ 24.2-807. Contest only on complaint of unsuccessful party; contents of complaint.
The provisions of this section and §§ 24.2-808 through 24.2-813 govern contests conducted pursuant
to §§ 24.2-805 and 24.2-806. The contest shall be initiated only by a written complaint of one or more
of the unsuccessful candidates. The complaint shall contain (i) objections to the eligibility of the con-
testee based on specific allegations, (ii) objections to the conduct or results of the election accom-
panied by specific allegations which, if proven true, would have a probable impact on the outcome of
the election, or (iii) both.

In an election of electors for the President and Vice President of the United States, the presidential
candidate shall represent the vice presidential candidate and slate of electors and be the party to the
contest for purposes of this article.

Code 1950, §§ 24-430, 24-432; 1970, c. 462, § 24.1-240; 1973, c. 30; 1981, c. 570; 1993, c. 641.

§ 24.2-808. Time of filing and service of complaint; enlargement or amendment of complaint.
The contestant shall file his complaint in the clerk's office of the circuit court within 30 days following
the date of the election in the case of a general election, and within 10 days following the date of the
election in case of a primary election or special election held on a date other than that of a general
election. A copy of the complaint shall be served by the contestant as provided under § 8.01-296 on
each contestee; otherwise the complaint shall not be valid. For a contest conducted pursuant to §
24.2-806, the copy of the complaint shall be served by the contestant on each contestee within 30
days following the date of the election in the case of a general election and within 10 days following
the date of the election in the case of a primary or special election held on a date other than that of a
general election.

No enlargement or amendment of the complaint, except as to form, shall be permitted save by leave of
court as provided in Rule 1:8 of the Rules of Supreme Court of Virginia.

Code 1950, § 24-434; 1952, c. 489; 1970, c. 462, § 24.1-241; 1981, c. 570; 1993, c. 641; 2016, cc. 14,
490.

§ 24.2-809. Filing answer; contents; enlargement or amendment of answer.
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The contestee shall, within ten days after the complaint is served on him, file in the clerk's office an
answer, in which he shall admit or deny the allegations on which the contestant relies, or state that he
has no knowledge or information concerning an allegation which shall be deemed denial, and state
any other defenses, in law or fact, on which he relies. If no answer is filed within the time prescribed,
the contestee shall not be heard to assert any claim or objection which is required by this section to be
stated in the answer.

No enlargement or amendment of the answer, except as to form, shall be permitted save by leave of
court as provided in Rule 1:8 of the Rules of the Supreme Court of Virginia.

Code 1950, § 24-435; 1952, c. 489; 1970, c. 462, § 24.1-242; 1981, c. 570; 1993, c. 641.

§ 24.2-810. Taking depositions and deciding contests.
After service of a copy of the complaint and after reasonable notice to the other party or parties, any
party shall be authorized to take depositions to sustain or invalidate the election. The proceedings
shall take precedence over all other business of the court or of any of the judges and shall be heard
and determined as soon as possible. The contest shall be heard and determined without a jury, on the
testimony thus taken and on any other legal testimony that may be adduced by any party. In judging
the contest, the court shall proceed on the merits thereof and decide the same according to the Con-
stitution and statutes of the Commonwealth.

Code 1950, § 24-436; 1952, c. 489; 1970, c. 462, § 24.1-243; 1981, c. 570; 1993, c. 641.

§ 24.2-811. Costs and issuance of certificate of election.
When the contest is decided, costs shall be taxed against the candidate filing the complaint if he is
unsuccessful, or, if he is successful, against the counties and cities included in the area in which the
election was held. A certificate of election shall be granted to the successful party, unless he has
already received one.

Code 1950, §§ 24-395.3, 24-437; 1952, c. 489; 1970, c. 462, § 24.1-244; 1993, c. 641.

§ 24.2-812. Proceedings when court decides no valid election has been held.
If the court decides that there has been no valid election of any person, it shall declare the election
void and the vacancy shall be filled in conformity with §§ 24.2-226 and 24.2-227.

Code 1950, § 24-438; 1970, c. 462, § 24.1-245; 1993, c. 641.

§ 24.2-813. Proceedings in contest for nominee.
In deciding any contest of a primary election, if the court can determine the candidate who has
received a plurality of valid votes in the primary, it shall certify the name of that candidate to the State
Board and the proper electoral board or boards. The candidate so certified shall be the party nominee
and his name shall be printed on the official ballot for the election for which the primary was held. The
name of no other person who was a candidate for the contested office in the primary shall be printed
on the official ballots as a candidate for that office.
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If the court is unable to determine which primary candidate received a plurality of valid votes or if the
court decides that there has been no valid election, the party nominee shall be determined in accord-
ance with the provisions of § 24.2-539.

Code 1950, § 24-395.1; 1952, c. 489; 1970, c. 462, § 24.1-246; 1993, c. 641.

§ 24.2-814. Contest following recount.
A candidate in a primary or an election to office, who was originally declared a winner and sub-
sequently loses as the result of a recount, may file either (i) notice of his intent to contest the result in
accordance with § 24.2-803 or 24.2-804 or (ii) a written complaint pursuant to § 24.2-805 or 24.2-806.
Such notice or complaint shall be filed within 10 days following the date of the entry of the order of the
recount court pursuant to subsection F of § 24.2-802.2.

In the case of a contest pursuant to § 24.2-803 or 24.2-804, the times for filing the answer, petition, and
reply and for taking depositions and affidavits shall be set by the Committee on Privileges and Elec-
tions of the appropriate house. The Committee may consider the contestant's and contestee's recom-
mendations for the procedural schedule.

This section shall not be applicable to a contest of an election for the President and Vice President of
the United States.

1988, c. 714, § 24.1-241.1; 1993, c. 641; 2001, cc. 639, 641; 2003, c. 268; 2020, c. 886.

Chapter 9 - CAMPAIGN FINANCE DISCLOSURE ACT [Repealed]

§§ 24.2-900 through 24.2-930. Repealed.
Repealed by Acts 2006, cc. 787 and 892.

Chapter 9.1 - CAMPAIGN FUNDRAISING; LEGISLATIVE SESSIONS [Repealed]

§ 24.2-940. Repealed.
Repealed by Acts 2006, cc. 787 and 892.

Chapter 9.2 - DISCLOSURE REQUIREMENTS FOR POLITICAL CAMPAIGN
ADVERTISEMENTS [Repealed]

§§ 24.2-941 through 24.2-944. Repealed.
Repealed by Acts 2006, cc. 787 and 892.

Chapter 9.3 - CAMPAIGN FINANCE DISCLOSURE ACT OF 2006

Article 1 - General Provisions

§ 24.2-945. Elections to which chapter applicable; chapter exclusive.
A. The provisions of this chapter shall apply to all elections held in Virginia, including referenda, and
to nominating conventions, mass meetings, and other methods to nominate a political party candidate
for public office, except nominations and elections for (i) members of the United States Congress, (ii)
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President and Vice President of the United States, (iii) town office in a town with a population of less
than 25,000, or (iv) political party committees.

The provisions of this chapter shall be applicable to a candidate for a town office in a town with a pop-
ulation of less than 25,000 if (a) such candidate accepts contributions or makes expenditures in
excess of $25,000 within the candidate's election cycle, as set forth in § 24.2-947, or (b) the governing
body of any such town provides, by ordinance, that such provisions so apply.

B. This chapter shall constitute the exclusive and entire campaign finance disclosure law of the Com-
monwealth, and elections to which the chapter applies shall not be subject to further regulation by
local law.

1970, c. 462, § 24.1-251; 1972, c. 620; 1973, c. 30; 1980, c. 639; 1982, c. 650; 1993, cc. 641, 715, §
24.2-900; 2004, c. 457; 2006, cc. 787, 892; 2008, c. 359; 2019, c. 825; 2020, c. 772.

§ 24.2-945.1. Definitions.
A. As used in this chapter, unless the context requires a different meaning:

"Authorization" means express approval or express consent by the candidate, the candidate's cam-
paign committee, or an agent of the candidate or his campaign committee after coordination.

"Campaign committee" means the committee designated by a candidate to receive all contributions
and make all expenditures for him or on his behalf in connection with his nomination or election.

"Candidate" means "candidate" as defined in § 24.2-101.

"Contribution" means money and services of any amount, in-kind contributions, and any other thing of
value, given, advanced, loaned, or in any other way provided to a candidate, campaign committee,
political committee, or person for the purpose of expressly advocating the election or defeat of a
clearly identified candidate or to an inaugural committee for the purpose of defraying the costs of the
inauguration of a Governor, Lieutenant Governor, or Attorney General. "Contribution" includes money,
services, or things of value in any way provided by a candidate to his own campaign and the payment
by the candidate of a filing fee for any party nomination method.

"Coordinated" or "coordination" refers to an expenditure that is made (i) at the express request or sug-
gestion of a candidate, a candidate's campaign committee, or an agent of the candidate or his cam-
paign committee or (ii) with material involvement of the candidate, a candidate's campaign committee,
or an agent of the candidate or his campaign committee in devising the strategy, content, means of dis-
semination, or timing of the expenditure.

"Designated contribution" means a contribution that is designated specifically and in writing for a par-
ticular candidate or candidates and that is made using a political committee solely as a conduit.

"Expenditure" means money and services of any amount, and any other thing of value, paid, loaned,
provided, or in any other way disbursed by any candidate, campaign committee, political committee,
or person for the purpose of expressly advocating the election or defeat of a clearly identified
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candidate or by any inaugural committee for the purpose of defraying the costs of the inauguration of a
Governor, Lieutenant Governor, or Attorney General.

"Federal political action committee" means any political action committee registered with the Federal
Election Commission that makes contributions to candidates or political committees registered in Vir-
ginia.

"Inaugural committee" means any organization, person, or group of persons that anticipates receiving
contributions or making expenditures, from other than publicly appropriated funds, for the inauguration
of the Governor, Lieutenant Governor, or Attorney General and related activities.

"Independent expenditure" means an expenditure made by any person, candidate campaign com-
mittee, or political committee that is not made to, controlled by, coordinated with, or made with the
authorization of a candidate, his campaign committee, or an agent of the candidate or his campaign
committee. "Independent expenditure" includes an expenditure made by a candidate campaign com-
mittee (i) that is not related to the candidate's own campaign and (ii) that is not made to, controlled by,
coordinated with, or made with the authorization of a different candidate, his campaign committee, or
an agent of that candidate or his campaign committee.

"In-kind contribution" means the donation of goods, services, property, or other thing of value, other
than money, including an expenditure controlled by, coordinated with, or made upon the authorization
of a candidate, his campaign committee, or an agent of the candidate or his campaign committee, that
is provided for free or less than the usual and normal charge. The basis for arriving at the dollar value
of an in-kind contribution is as follows: new items are valued at retail value; used items are valued at
fair market value; and services rendered are valued at the actual cost of service per hour. Services
shall not be deemed to include personal services voluntarily rendered for which no compensation is
asked or given.

"Out-of-state political committee" means an entity covered by § 527 of the United States Internal Rev-
enue Code that is not registered as a political committee or candidate campaign committee in Virginia
and that does not have as its primary purpose expressly advocating the election or defeat of a clearly
identified candidate. The term shall not include a federal political action committee.

"Person" means any individual or corporation, partnership, business, labor organization, membership
organization, association, cooperative, or other like entity.

"Political action committee" means any organization, person, or group of persons, established or main-
tained to receive and expend contributions for the primary purpose of expressly advocating the elec-
tion or defeat of a clearly identified candidate. The term shall not include a campaign committee,
federal political action committee, out-of-state political committee, political party committee, ref-
erendum committee, or inaugural committee.

"Political committee" means and includes any political action committee, political party committee, ref-
erendum committee, or inaugural committee. The term shall not include: (i) a federal political action



committee or out-of-state political committee; (ii) a campaign committee; (iii) a political party committee
exempted pursuant to § 24.2-950.1; or (iv) a person who receives no contributions from any source
and whose only expenditures are made solely from his own funds and are either contributions made
by him which are reportable by the recipient pursuant to this chapter or independent expenditures
which are reportable by him to the extent required by § 24.2-945.2, or a combination of such report-
able contributions and independent expenditures.

"Political party committee" means any state political party committee, congressional district political
party committee, county or city political party committee, other election district political party com-
mittee, or organized political party group of elected officials. This definition is subject to the provisions
of § 24.2-950.1.

"Primary purpose" means that 50% or more of the committee's expenditures made in the form of con-
tributions shall be made to candidate campaign committees or political committees registered in Vir-
ginia. Administrative expenditures and the transfer of funds between affiliated or connected
organizations shall not be considered in determining the committee's primary purpose. The primary
purpose of the committee shall not be determined on the basis of only one report or election cycle, but
over the entirety of the committee's registration.

"Referendum committee" means any organization, person, group of persons, or committee, that makes
expenditures in a calendar year in excess of (i) $10,000 to advocate the passage or defeat of a
statewide referendum, (ii) $5,000 to advocate the passage or defeat of a referendum being held in two
or more counties and cities, or (iii) $1,000 to advocate the passage or defeat of a referendum held in a
single county or city.

"Residence" means "residence" or "resident" as defined in § 24.2-101.

"Statewide office" means the office of Governor, Lieutenant Governor, or Attorney General.

B. For the purpose of applying the filing and reporting requirements of this chapter, the terms "person"
and "political committee," shall not include an organization holding tax-exempt status under § 501(c)
(3), 501(c) (4), or 501(c) (6) of the United States Internal Revenue Code which, in providing inform-
ation to voters, does not advocate or endorse the election or defeat of a particular candidate, group of
candidates, or the candidates of a particular political party.

1970, c. 462, § 24.1-255; 1975, c. 515, § 24.1-254.1; 1981, c. 425, § 24.1-254.2; 1983, c. 119; 1988, c.
616; 1991, cc. 9, 474, 709, § 24.1-254.3; 1993, cc. 641, 776, 921, §§ 24.2-901, 24.2-902; 1994, c. 510;
1996, cc. 405, 1042; 2004, c. 457; 2006, cc. 771, 772, 787, 805, 892, 938; 2007, cc. 246, 831; 2008,
cc. 152, 289.

§ 24.2-945.2. Persons required to file independent expenditure disclosure reports; filing deadline.
A. Any person, candidate campaign committee, or political committee that makes independent
expenditures, in the aggregate during an election cycle, of $1,000 or more for a statewide election or
$200 or more for any other election shall maintain records and report pursuant to this chapter all such
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independent expenditures made for the purpose of expressly advocating the election or defeat of a
clearly identified candidate.

B. Independent expenditure reports shall be due (i) within 24 hours of the time when the funds were
expended or (ii) within 24 hours of the time when materials, as described in subsection A of this sec-
tion, are published or broadcast to the public, whichever (i) or (ii) first occurs. The reports shall be filed
with the State Board if the funds were expended to support or oppose a candidate for statewide office
or the General Assembly or with the general registrar of the county or city in which the candidate
resides if the funds were expended to support or oppose a candidate for local office. The report filed
by a political action committee or political party committee shall include the information required for a
statement of organization as listed in subdivisions A 1 through A 8 of § 24.2-949.2 or subdivisions 1
through 6 of § 24.2-950.2, as appropriate, unless the committee has a current statement of organ-
ization on file with the State Board.

C. Independent expenditure reports required by this section may be filed electronically pursuant to §
24.2-946.1 or in writing on a form developed by the State Board. If the report is filed in writing, the
report shall be (i) received by the State Board or the general registrar, as appropriate, within 24 hours
of the time when the funds were expended or (ii) transmitted to the State Board or the general regis-
trar, as appropriate, by telephonic transmission to a facsimile device within 24 hours of the time when
the funds were expended with an original copy of the report mailed to the State Board or the general
registrar, as appropriate, and postmarked within 24 hours of the time when the funds were expended.

1970, c. 462, § 24.1-255; 1975, c. 515; 1981, c. 425; 1983, c. 119; 1988, c. 616; 1991, c. 9; 1993, c.
641, § 24.2-910; 1996, c. 1042; 2002, c. 468; 2006, cc. 772, 787, 892, 938; 2007, cc. 331, 831; 2008,
c. 825; 2015, cc. 644, 645.

Article 2 - STATE BOARD AND LOCAL ELECTORAL BOARD
RESPONSIBILITIES

§ 24.2-946. (Effective until January 1, 2024) Summary of election laws; forms; instructions.
A. The State Board shall summarize the provisions of the election laws relating to the Campaign Fin-
ance Disclosure Act of 2006 and provide for distribution of this summary and prescribed forms to each
candidate, person, or committee on request or upon their first filing with the State Board pursuant to
this chapter, whichever occurs first.

B. The Board shall designate the forms required for complying with this chapter which shall be the
only such forms used in complying with the provisions of this chapter.

C. The Board shall provide, with the summary required by this section, instructions for persons filing
reports pursuant to this chapter to assist them in completing the reports. The instructions shall include
directions for the reporting of filing fees for any party nomination method.
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D. The Board shall provide instructions for candidates who seek election for successive terms in the
same office for the filing of reports within each appropriate election cycle for the office and for the
aggregation of contributions within each election cycle.

E. The Board shall provide, with the summary required by this section, to each candidate, person, or
committee on request or upon their first filing with the State Board pursuant to this chapter, whichever
occurs first, a copy of a written explanation prepared by the Attorney General of the provisions of the
Act that prohibit the personal use of campaign funds. The explanation shall cover the provisions that
prohibit the personal use of campaign funds and shall delineate the differences between prohibited
personal uses of campaign funds and permitted uses of the funds.

1970, c. 462, § 24.1-252; 1975, c. 515; 1983, c. 119; 1992, c. 447; 1993, c. 641, § 24.2-903; 1996, c.
405; 2006, cc. 787, 892; 2010, c. 268.

§ 24.2-946. (Effective January 1, 2024) Summary of election laws; forms; instructions.
A. The State Board shall summarize the provisions of the election laws relating to the Campaign Fin-
ance Disclosure Act of 2006 and provide for distribution of this summary and prescribed forms to each
candidate, person, or committee on request or upon their first filing with the State Board pursuant to
this chapter, whichever occurs first.

B. The Board shall designate the forms required for complying with this chapter which shall be the
only such forms used in complying with the provisions of this chapter.

C. The Board shall provide, with the summary required by this section, instructions for persons filing
reports pursuant to this chapter to assist them in completing the reports. The instructions shall include
directions for the reporting of filing fees for any party nomination method. The instructions shall set out
the requirements for retaining records and materials for implementing the review provisions of § 24.2-
948.5.

D. The Board shall provide instructions for candidates who seek election for successive terms in the
same office for the filing of reports within each appropriate election cycle for the office and for the
aggregation of contributions within each election cycle.

E. The Board shall provide, with the summary required by this section, to each candidate, person, or
committee on request or upon their first filing with the State Board pursuant to this chapter, whichever
occurs first, a copy of a written explanation prepared by the Attorney General of the provisions of the
Act that prohibit the personal use of campaign funds. The explanation shall cover the provisions that
prohibit the personal use of campaign funds and shall delineate the differences between prohibited
personal uses of campaign funds and permitted uses of the funds.

1970, c. 462, § 24.1-252; 1975, c. 515; 1983, c. 119; 1992, c. 447; 1993, c. 641, § 24.2-903; 1996, c.
405; 2006, cc. 787, 892; 2010, c. 268; 2022, c. 258.

§ 24.2-946.1. Standards and requirements for electronic preparation and transmittal of campaign
finance disclosure reports; database.
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A. The State Board shall review or cause to be developed and shall approve standards for the pre-
paration, production, and transmittal by computer or electronic means of campaign finance reports
required by this chapter. The State Board may prescribe the method of execution and certification of
and the procedures for receiving electronically filed campaign finance reports required by this chapter
in the office of the State Board or any local electoral board. The State Board may provide campaign fin-
ance report-creation software to filers without charge or at a reasonable cost.

B. The State Board shall accept any campaign finance report filed by candidates for the General
Assembly and statewide office by computer or electronic means in accordance with the standards
approved by the Board and using software meeting standards approved by it. This information shall
be made available to the public promptly by the Board through the Internet.

C. The State Board of Elections shall develop and implement a centralized system to accept reports
from candidates for local and constitutional offices. Such reports shall be filed in accordance with, and
using software that meets, standards approved by the State Board. The State Board shall promptly
notify the general registrar of the locality in which a candidate resides and make the information con-
tained in the report available to the general registrar. In the case of a former candidate who is no
longer seeking election but has not yet filed a final report as required by § 24.2-948.4, the State Board
shall promptly notify the general registrar of the locality in which he sought office and make the inform-
ation contained in the report available to such general registrar.

D. The State Board shall enter or cause to be entered into a campaign finance database, available to
the public through the Internet, the information from required campaign finance reports filed by com-
puter, electronic, or other means by candidates for the General Assembly and statewide office.

E. Other campaign finance reports required by this chapter to be filed by a committee with the State
Board or a general registrar, or both, may be filed electronically on terms agreed to by the committee
and the Board.

1996, c. 687, § 24.2-914.1; 1997, cc. 364, 392; 1998, c. 416; 1999, c. 864; 2000, cc. 511, 555; 2003, c.
242; 2006, cc. 787, 892; 2007, cc. 151, 286; 2015, cc. 644, 645; 2018, c. 683; 2020, c. 769.

§ 24.2-946.2. Custody of reports; inspection and copying; exception for certain information.
A. All campaign finance reports required to be filed under this chapter shall be open to inspection by
any person during the business hours of the office in which they are filed. Copies shall be produced
for any person requesting them who shall pay the reasonable cost of the copies. Copies of such
reports certified by the principal administrative officer in whose office they are kept shall be evidence
in all courts to the same extent as the original report would be if produced and proved.

Upon request from an individual granted protected voter status under the provisions of subsection B of
§ 24.2-418, the State Board shall replace the individual's residence address in copies of campaign fin-
ance reports available to the public with the individual's alternative mailing address found in the Vir-
ginia voter registration system.
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Nothing in this chapter shall be construed to grant public access to information not required to be
entered into the campaign finance database under this chapter that candidates or committees may
include in campaign finance report-creation software managed by or for the State Board.

B. The following applies to campaign finance reports filed by candidate campaign committees:

1. Every officer or general registrar, with whom reports are required to be filed by this chapter, shall file
and preserve such reports and keep them as part of the office's records for at least one year after the
final report is filed, or through the next general election for the office to which they pertain, whichever
is later; or in the case of a candidate who has not filed a final report and seeks election to the same
office in a successive election, through the next general election for the office to which they pertain.

2. The State Board shall file and preserve as part of its records the reports required to be filed with it
by this chapter for at least one year after the final report is filed, or through the next general election for
the office to which they pertain, whichever is later; or in the case of a candidate who has not filed a
final report and seeks election to the same office in a successive election, through the next general
election for the office to which they pertain. Thereafter, the State Board shall forward the reports it pre-
serves to The Library of Virginia for preservation under the Virginia Public Records Act (§ 42.1-76 et
seq.).

C. The following applies to campaign finance reports filed by political committees:

1. Every officer or general registrar, with whom reports are required to be filed by this chapter, shall file
and preserve such reports as part of the office's records for at least four years after the reporting dead-
line or one year after the final report is filed.

2. The State Board shall file and preserve as part of its records the reports required to be filed with it
by this chapter for at least four years after the reporting deadline or one year after the final report is
filed. Thereafter, the State Board shall forward the reports it preserves to The Library of Virginia for pre-
servation under the Virginia Public Records Act (§ 42.1-76 et seq.).

1970, c. 462, § 24.1-261; 1980, c. 639; 1982, c. 650; 1983, c. 119; 1993, cc. 396, 641, § 24.2-926;
1994, c. 64; 1996, c. 6; 2004, c. 457; 2006, cc. 787, 892; 2010, c. 297; 2012, c. 527; 2015, cc. 644,
645.

§ 24.2-946.3. Reporting of certain violations; penalties.
A. It shall be the duty of the State Board to report any violation of the provisions of this chapter to the
appropriate attorney for the Commonwealth. The State Board shall report to the attorney for the Com-
monwealth of the City of Richmond in the case of reporting requirements for campaign committees for
statewide office and to the attorney for the Commonwealth of the county or city of the residence of a
candidate for the General Assembly. For political committees, the State Board shall report the viol-
ation to the attorney for the Commonwealth of the City of Richmond. If all the officers of a political com-
mittee are residents of one county or city as shown on the statement of organization required by this
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chapter, the State Board shall report violations for that political committee to the attorney for the Com-
monwealth of that county or city.

B. It shall be the duty of the general registrar of a county or city to report any violation of the provisions
of this chapter relating to the filing of campaign finance reports required to be filed with the general
registrar to the attorney for the Commonwealth for the county or city in which the general registrar has
jurisdiction.

C. In order to fulfill the duty to report violations pursuant to subsections A and B, the Board shall estab-
lish and implement a system for receiving, cataloging, and reviewing reports filed pursuant to the pro-
visions of this chapter and for verifying that reports are complete and submitted on time. As part of the
system referred to in this subsection, the general registrar for each county and city shall be required, in
accordance with instructions provided by the Board, to receive, catalog, and review the reports filed
with the general registrar and to verify that the reports are complete and submitted on time.

D. The State Board, and the general registrar in accordance with the instructions of the State Board, (i)
shall assess and collect the civil penalties provided in Article 8 (§ 24.2-953 et seq.) and (ii) if unable to
collect the penalty, shall report the violation to the appropriate attorney for the Commonwealth for
enforcement.

E. The State Board, or the general registrar in accordance with the instructions of the State Board,
shall notify, no later than 21 days after the report due date, any person submitting an incomplete report
of the need for additional information. The State Board, or the general registrar in accordance with the
instructions of the State Board, may request additional information to correct obvious mathematical
errors and to fulfill the requirements for information on the reports.

F. Upon notice of a violation of this chapter, the State Board or the general registrar shall within 90
days of the report deadline notify the appropriate attorney for the Commonwealth, who shall initiate
civil proceedings to enforce the civil penalties assessed by the State Board or the general registrar as
provided herein. Any civil penalties collected pursuant to action by the State Board shall be payable to
the State Treasurer for deposit to the general fund, and any civil penalties collected pursuant to action
by a general registrar shall be payable to the treasurer of the locality for deposit to its general fund.

G. In the case of any political committee that is required to file a statement of organization pursuant to
this chapter, the State Board shall be authorized to waive a penalty that has been assessed if the filer
demonstrates that there exists good cause to waive the penalty.

H. The State Board shall notify the public through its official Internet website of any violation based on
the failure to file a required report by a candidate for statewide office or the General Assembly and the
identity of the violator.

I. The State Board shall determine the schedule of civil penalties required to be followed by its staff
and general registrars in assessing penalties under this chapter. No election official or staff may waive
or reduce such penalties, except as provided in § 24.2-946.4.
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1975, c. 515, § 24.1-262; 1979, c. 370, § 24.1-263; 1990, c. 976; 1991, c. 709; 1993, cc. 393, 641, §§
24.2-928, 24.2-929; 1994, cc. 752, 903; 1995, c. 785; 1996, cc. 395, 405; 1998, c. 153; 2000, cc. 511,
555; 2001, cc. 620, 635, 648; 2002, c. 468; 2004, cc. 457, 480; 2005, cc. 9, 371, 676, 745; 2006, cc.
787, 892; 2015, cc. 644, 645.

§ 24.2-946.4. Right to grant extensions in special circumstances.
A. The State Board shall provide instructions to filers for delivery of campaign finance reports within
the time periods prescribed by law.

B. Notwithstanding any other provision of law, any candidate or treasurer required to file a report pur-
suant to this chapter shall be entitled to a 72-hour extension of the filing deadline if his spouse, parent,
grandparent, child, grandchild, or sibling died within the 72 hours before the deadline. The State
Board or the general registrar shall be authorized to grant an extension of the filing deadline for a
period not to exceed five days for good cause shown by the filer and found by the Board or registrar
sufficient to justify the granting of the extension.

C. The Commissioner of Elections shall have additional authority to extend a deadline established in
this chapter for filing reports in emergency situations that interfere with the timely filing of reports. The
extension shall be limited in scope to the areas and times affected by the emergency. The provisions
of this subsection shall be applicable only in the case of an emergency declared by the Governor pur-
suant to Chapter 3.2 (§ 44-146.13 et seq.) of Title 44 or declared by the President of the United States
and confirmed by the Governor by executive order as an emergency for the purposes of this sub-
section.

D. The Commissioner of Elections shall have additional authority to extend a deadline established in
this chapter for filing reports for a reasonable period for a candidate who serves as his own campaign
treasurer and who is a member of a uniformed service of the United States called to active duty during
a reporting period.

E. The State Board shall have authority to extend any deadline applicable to reports required to be
filed by computer or electronic means in the event of a failure of the computer or electronic filing sys-
tem that prevents timely filing. The extension shall not exceed a period of up to five days after res-
toration of the filing system to operating order.

F. The State Board shall have authority also to grant extensions as provided in §§ 24.2-503 and 24.2-
948.3.

1975, c. 515, § 24.1-262; 1984, c. 480, § 24.1-257.1; 1986, c. 558, § 24.1-257.2; 1988, c. 734; 1990, c.
976; 1991, cc. 9, 709; 1993, c. 641, §§ 24.2-927, 24.2-929; 1994, c. 752; 1995, c. 785; 1996, c. 687, §
24.2-914.1; 1997, cc. 364, 392; 1998, c. 416; 1999, c. 864; 2000, cc. 234, 511, 555; 2001, cc. 620, 635,
648; 2002, cc. 468, 652; 2003, cc. 242, 726; 2004, cc. 457, 480; 2005, cc. 9, 371, 676, 745; 2006, cc.
787, 892; 2013, c. 542; 2015, cc. 644, 645.

§ 24.2-946.5. Dormant committees.
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A. The State Board or the general registrar of any county or city may close the file of any candidate
campaign committee or political committee required to file with it provided the committee has not filed
a final report and the Board or registrar cannot locate either the candidate or his campaign treasurer,
or in the case of any political committee, the Board or registrar cannot locate the treasurer or custodian
of the books of the committee. A candidate campaign committee file shall not be closed if the can-
didate has filed a report with the Board or registrar for any campaign for any office within the prior five
years. A political committee file shall not be closed if the committee has filed a report within the prior
five years.

B. Once the committee's file has been closed, no more reports will be due and no additional penalties
for failure to file will accrue. However, if the whereabouts of the candidate or his campaign treasurer,
or in the case of any political committee, the treasurer or custodian of the books of the committee, later
becomes known to the Board or registrar, it may reopen the file and send notice to the candidate, or in
the case of any political committee, the treasurer or custodian of the books of the committee, request-
ing that he file the appropriate reports and pay any penalties that were levied before the file was
closed by it.

1975, c. 515, § 24.1-262; 1984, c. 480, § 24.1-257.1; 1986, c. 558, § 24.1-257.2; 1988, c. 734; 1990, c.
976; 1991, c. 709; 1993, c. 641, § 24.2-929; 1994, c. 752; 1995, c. 785; 2000, cc. 233, 511, 555, §§
24.2-920.1, 24.2-923.1; 2001, cc. 620, 635, 648; 2004, cc. 457, 480; 2005, cc. 9, 371, 676, 745; 2006,
cc. 787, 892; 2015, cc. 644, 645.

Article 3 - CANDIDATES AND THEIR CAMPAIGN COMMITTEES

§ 24.2-947. Candidate election cycle.
The candidate's election cycle shall be deemed to begin on January 1 of the year that the candidate
first seeks election for the office through December 31 immediately following the election for such
office. The next election cycle, and any subsequent election cycles, for the candidate who seeks elec-
tion for successive terms in the same office shall begin on January 1 immediately following each elec-
tion for the same office and continue through December 31 immediately following the next successive
election for the same office. Solely for the purpose of filing reports pursuant to this article, a candidate
with any activity to report in a new election cycle shall be presumed to be a candidate for election in
the succeeding election.

1970, c. 462, § 24.1-256; 1975, c. 515; 1990, c. 976; 1993, c. 641, § 24.2-906; 2003, c. 248; 2006, cc.
787, 892.

§ 24.2-947.1. Statement of organization.
A. Any individual seeking or campaigning for an office of the Commonwealth or one of its gov-
ernmental units in a party nomination process or general, primary, or special election shall file a state-
ment of organization within 10 days of meeting any one of the following conditions:

1. Acceptance of a contribution;

2. Expenditure of any funds;
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3. The payment of a filing fee for any party nomination method;

4. The filing of a candidate statement of qualification pursuant to § 24.2-501;

5. The appointment of a campaign treasurer, designation of a campaign committee, or designation of a
campaign depository; or

6. In the case of a candidate for a town office in a town with a population of less than 25,000 that has
not otherwise adopted the provisions of this chapter by ordinance, acceptance of a contribution or
expenditure of funds that brings the total amount of contributions accepted or funds expended to more
than $25,000 within the candidate's election cycle, as set forth in § 24.2-947.

B. Candidates for statewide office shall file the statement with the State Board. Candidates for the Gen-
eral Assembly shall file the statement with the State Board and a copy of the statement with the gen-
eral registrar of the locality of the candidate's residence. Candidates for local or constitutional office
shall file the statement with the general registrar and, if the statement indicates that the candidate com-
mittee will be filing electronically, a copy with the State Board.

C. The statement of organization shall include the following information:

1. The full name and residence address of the candidate;

2. The full name and mailing address for the campaign committee;

3. The full name, residence address, and daytime phone number of the treasurer;

4. The office being sought and district, if any, for the office;

5. The recognized political party affiliation of the candidate for statewide office or the General
Assembly. In the absence of any political party affiliation, independent shall be used;

6. The name of the financial institution for his campaign depository; and

7. Such other information as shall be required by the State Board except that the account number for a
designated depository account shall not be required.

D. In the case of any candidate who seeks election for successive terms in the same office, the state-
ment of organization filed by the candidate shall continue in effect for such successive elections, but
the candidate shall file notice of any changes in the information provided on the form within 10 days of
the change with the State Board, general registrar, or both, as appropriate.

1970, c. 462, §§ 24.1-253, 24.1-254; 1971, Ex. Sess., c. 222; 1972, cc. 620, 622; 1975, c. 515; 1978, c.
778; 1983, c. 119; 1984, c. 480; 1993, c. 641, § 24.2-904; 1996, c. 405; 2003, c. 248; 2004, cc. 441,
480; 2006, cc. 787, 892; 2007, cc. 151, 286; 2015, cc. 644, 645; 2019, c. 825.

§ 24.2-947.2. Campaign depositories; reimbursements of expenses; petty cash fund.
A. Upon meeting any of the requirements of subsection A of § 24.2-947.1, the candidate shall des-
ignate a campaign depository, which shall be maintained in a financial institution within the Com-
monwealth, in an account properly identifying the name of and the existence of the political candidacy.

http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?961+ful+CHAP0405
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?031+ful+CHAP0248
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?041+ful+CHAP0441
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?041+ful+CHAP0480
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?061+ful+CHAP0787
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?061+ful+CHAP0892
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?071+ful+CHAP0151
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?071+ful+CHAP0286
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?151+ful+CHAP0644
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?151+ful+CHAP0645
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?191+ful+CHAP0825


B. No candidate, campaign treasurer, or other individual shall pay any expense on behalf of a can-
didate, directly or indirectly, except by a check or electronic debit drawn on such designated depos-
itory identifying the name of the campaign committee and candidate. However, a candidate, treasurer,
or other authorized member of the candidate's campaign staff may be reimbursed, by a check or elec-
tronic debit drawn on the designated depository, or according to the provisions of subsection C, for the
payment of expenses (i) paid by him by cash, check or electronic debit, or credit card, (ii) made on
behalf of the campaign, and (iii) fully documented by complete records of the expenditure, maintained
as required by this chapter, and including receipts identifying the nature of the expenses and the
names and addresses of each person paid by the recipient of the reimbursement.

C. A campaign committee (i) may establish a petty cash fund to be utilized for the purpose of making
expenditures or reimbursing verified credit card expenditures of less than $200 if complete records of
such expenditures are maintained as required by this chapter and (ii) may transfer funds from the des-
ignated campaign depository to an account or instrument to earn interest on the funds so long as the
transferred funds and earned interest are returned to the designated depository account, complete
records are maintained, and all expenditures are made through the designated depository account.

D. 1. Notwithstanding the provisions of this section pertaining to campaign committee depositories
and accounts, the campaign committee's treasurer may establish a separate federal compliance
account in the candidate's designated campaign depository for the purpose of complying with require-
ments of federal law including, without limitation, restrictions on sources and amounts of campaign
contributions applicable to federal candidates and officeholders. The candidate and campaign treas-
urer shall report all contributions and expenditures for an account established pursuant to this sub-
section on a consolidated basis with the candidate's campaign account established pursuant to this
section in disclosure reports filed pursuant to this article. In addition, the treasurer may transfer funds
from a federal compliance account created pursuant to this subsection to an account or instrument to
earn interest on the funds so long as the transferred funds and earned interest are returned to the des-
ignated depository account created pursuant to subsection A, complete records are maintained, and
all expenditures are made through the designated depository account.

2. A committee registered with the Federal Election Commission which is not otherwise required by
this chapter to file with the State Board, shall not be deemed to have triggered such filing requirements
solely by virtue of one or more contributions to one or more federal compliance accounts created pur-
suant to this subsection.

1970, c. 462, §§ 24.1-253, 24.1-254; 1971, Ex. Sess., c. 222; 1972, cc. 620, 622; 1975, c. 515; 1978, c.
778; 1983, c. 119; 1984, c. 480; 1993, c. 641, §§ 24.2-904, 24.2-905; 1996, cc. 217, 405; 2000, c. 326;
2001, c. 633; 2002, cc. 213, 232; 2003, cc. 248, 967, § 24.2-905.1; 2004, cc. 441, 457, 480; 2006, cc.
787, 892; 2020, c. 349.

§ 24.2-947.3. (Effective until January 1, 2024) Campaign committee treasurer requirements and
responsibilities.
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A. Upon meeting any of the requirements of subsection A of § 24.2-947.1, the candidate shall appoint
a single campaign treasurer who shall be a registered voter in Virginia. Every treasurer so appointed
shall accept the appointment, in writing on the statement of organization, prior to the filing thereof. No
individual shall act as treasurer unless the required statement of appointment has been filed. The
same person may serve as campaign treasurer for more than one candidate.

B. In the event of the death, resignation, removal, or change of the treasurer, the candidate shall des-
ignate a successor and file the name and address of the successor within 10 days of the change with
the State Board, general registrar, or both, as provided in subsection B of § 24.2-947.1.

C. Any candidate who fails to appoint a treasurer or successor treasurer shall be deemed to have
appointed himself treasurer and shall comply as such with the provisions of this chapter.

D. All contributions and expenditures received or made by any candidate, or received or made on his
behalf or in relation to his candidacy by any person, except independent expenditures, shall be paid
over or delivered to the candidate's treasurer or shall be reported to the treasurer in such detail and
form as to allow him to comply fully with this chapter. An independent expenditure shall be reported
pursuant to § 24.2-945.2 in lieu of being reported to the candidate's treasurer.

E. The candidate or his treasurer shall keep detailed and accurate accounts of all contributions turned
over to and expenditures made by the candidate or his treasurer on behalf of the candidate or his cam-
paign committee, or reported to any candidate or his treasurer pursuant to this article. Such account
shall set forth the date of the contribution or expenditure, its amount or value, the name and address of
the person or committee making the contribution or to whom the expenditure was made, and the
object or purpose of the contribution or expenditure. Such books and records may be destroyed or dis-
carded at any time after (i) one year from the date of filing the final report required by § 24.2-948.4 or
(ii) three years after the December 31 immediately following the election, whichever last occurs,
unless a court of competent jurisdiction shall order their retention for a longer period.

F. It shall be unlawful for any candidate, his treasurer, or any person receiving contributions or making
expenditures on a candidate's behalf or in relation to his candidacy, to fail to report every contribution
and expenditure as required by this article.

1970, c. 462, §§ 24.1-253, 24.1-254, 24.1-255, 24.2-256; 1971, Ex. Sess., c. 222; 1972, cc. 620, 622;
1975, c. 515; 1978, c. 778; 1981, c. 425; 1983, c. 119; 1984, c. 480; 1988, c. 616; 1990, c. 976; 1991,
c. 9; 1993, cc. 641, 776, 921, §§ 24.2-904, 24.2-906, 24.2-907; 1996, c. 405; 2003, c. 248; 2004, cc.
441, 480; 2006, cc. 787, 892; 2015, cc. 644, 645.

§ 24.2-947.3. (Effective January 1, 2024) Campaign committee treasurer requirements and
responsibilities.
A. Upon meeting any of the requirements of subsection A of § 24.2-947.1, the candidate shall appoint
a single campaign treasurer who shall be a registered voter in Virginia. Every treasurer so appointed
shall accept the appointment, in writing on the statement of organization, prior to the filing thereof. No
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individual shall act as treasurer unless the required statement of appointment has been filed. The
same person may serve as campaign treasurer for more than one candidate.

B. In the event of the death, resignation, removal, or change of the treasurer, the candidate shall des-
ignate a successor and file the name and address of the successor within 10 days of the change with
the State Board, general registrar, or both, as provided in subsection B of § 24.2-947.1.

C. Any candidate who fails to appoint a treasurer or successor treasurer shall be deemed to have
appointed himself treasurer and shall comply as such with the provisions of this chapter.

D. All contributions and expenditures received or made by any candidate, or received or made on his
behalf or in relation to his candidacy by any person, except independent expenditures, shall be paid
over or delivered to the candidate's treasurer or shall be reported to the treasurer in such detail and
form as to allow him to comply fully with this chapter. An independent expenditure shall be reported
pursuant to § 24.2-945.2 in lieu of being reported to the candidate's treasurer.

E. The candidate or his treasurer shall keep detailed and accurate accounts of all contributions turned
over to and expenditures made by the candidate or his treasurer on behalf of the candidate or his cam-
paign committee, or reported to any candidate or his treasurer pursuant to this article. Such account
shall set forth the date of the contribution or expenditure, its amount or value, the name and address of
the person or committee making the contribution or to whom the expenditure was made, and the
object or purpose of the contribution or expenditure. Such books and records may be destroyed or dis-
carded at any time after (i) one year from the date of filing the final report required by § 24.2-948.4 or
(ii) three years after the December 31 immediately following the election, whichever last occurs,
unless a court of competent jurisdiction shall order their retention for a longer period.

F. The treasurer shall be responsible for retaining all bank statements for, and copies of checks issued
on, the campaign depository and bills, invoices, and receipts for any expenditure greater than $500.
The treasurer for a nonincumbent candidate shall retain such records and materials for a period start-
ing from the date of the designation of the campaign depository for the campaign through July 1 of the
year immediately following the year of the election. The treasurer for incumbent candidates shall
retain such records and materials for a period starting from the date that the incumbent was sworn into
office for the term being served at the time of the election through July 1 of the year immediately fol-
lowing the year of the election. The treasurer shall make such records and materials available to the
Department or its designee upon request pursuant to the provisions of § 24.2-948.5.

G. It shall be unlawful for any candidate, his treasurer, or any person receiving contributions or making
expenditures on a candidate's behalf or in relation to his candidacy, to fail to report every contribution
and expenditure as required by this article.

1970, c. 462, §§ 24.1-253, 24.1-254, 24.1-255, 24.2-256; 1971, Ex. Sess., c. 222; 1972, cc. 620, 622;
1975, c. 515; 1978, c. 778; 1981, c. 425; 1983, c. 119; 1984, c. 480; 1988, c. 616; 1990, c. 976; 1991,
c. 9; 1993, cc. 641, 776, 921, §§ 24.2-904, 24.2-906, 24.2-907; 1996, c. 405; 2003, c. 248; 2004, cc.
441, 480; 2006, cc. 787, 892; 2015, cc. 644, 645; 2022, c. 258.
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§ 24.2-947.3:1. Certain contributions received from federal political action and out-of-state political
committees; campaign committee responsibilities.
Prior to accepting contributions of $10,000 or more in the aggregate in any calendar year from any one
federal political action committee or out-of-state political committee, the candidate campaign com-
mittee shall (i) request the federal political action committee's or out-of-state political committee's State
Board of Elections registration number from the committee and (ii) verify that number with the State
Board.

2006, cc. 771, 805, § 24.2-907.1.

§ 24.2-947.4. Information to be included on campaign finance reports for campaign committees.
A. The reports required by this article shall be filed on a form prescribed by the State Board and shall
include all financial activity of the campaign committee. All completed forms shall be submitted in
typed, printed, or legibly hand printed format or electronically as provided in § 24.2-946.1. Persons
submitting the forms shall do so subject to felony penalties for making false statements pursuant to §
24.2-1016.

B. The report of receipts shall include:

1. The total number of contributors, each of whom has contributed an aggregate of $100 or less, includ-
ing cash and in-kind contributions, as of the date of the report, and the total amount of contributions
from all such contributors;

2. For each contributor who has contributed an aggregate of more than $100, including cash and in-
kind contributions, as of the ending date of the report, the campaign committee shall itemize each con-
tributor on the report and list the following information:

a. the name of the contributor, listed alphabetically,

b. the mailing address of the contributor,

c. the amount of the contribution,

d. the aggregate amount of contributions from the contributor to date,

e. the date of the contribution,

f. the occupation of the contributor,

g. the name of his employer or principal business, and

h. the city and state where employed or where his business is located.

For each such contributor, other than an individual, the principal type of business and place of busi-
ness of the contributor shall be substituted for subdivisions f and g, respectively. For each such con-
tributor other than an individual, it shall be sufficient to list the address of the contributor one time on
the report of receipts.
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3. For each designated contribution received by the campaign committee from a political committee,
out-of-state political committee, or federal political action committee, the campaign committee shall list
the name of the person who designated the contribution and provide the information required by this
subsection.

C. The report of disbursements shall include all expenditures and give:

1. The name and address of the person paid;

2. A brief description of the purpose of the expenditure;

3. The name of the person contracting for or arranging the expenditure;

4. The amount of the expenditure; and

5. The date of the expenditure.

The report of disbursements shall itemize any expenditure made by credit card payment.

D. Each report for a candidate shall list separately those receipts and expenditures reported to the can-
didate or his treasurer by any person, campaign committee, or political committee pursuant to sub-
section D of § 24.2-947.3, and in the case of in-kind contributions, shall set forth in each instance the
source of the information reported.

E. The report shall list separately all loans and, for each loan, shall give:

1. The date the loan was made;

2. The name and address of the person making the loan and any person who is a co-borrower, guar-
antor, or endorser of the loan;

3. The amount of the loan;

4. The date and amount of any repayment of the loan; and

5. For any loan or part of a loan that is forgiven by the lender, the amount forgiven listed as both a con-
tribution and loan repayment.

F. The State Board shall provide for a "no activity" report that may be filed for any reporting period in
which the filer has no activity to report.

G. It is the joint responsibility of the candidate and his treasurer that the report of a candidate be filed,
that the report be in full and accurate detail, and that the report be received by the State Board, gen-
eral registrar, or both, by the deadline for filing the report.

1970, c. 462, § 24.1-258; 1971, Ex. Sess., c. 247; 1972, c. 620; 1975, c. 515; 1976, c. 616; 1978, c.
381; 1983, c. 119; 1990, c. 156; 1993, cc. 341, 641, § 24.2-914; 1997, cc. 364, 392; 1999, c. 864;
2000, c. 304; 2001, cc. 618, 810; 2002, c. 468; 2003, c. 248; 2006, cc. 787, 892; 2008, cc. 152, 289;
2015, cc. 644, 645.
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§ 24.2-947.4:1. Loans to candidate campaign committees; prohibited interest payments; civil pen-
alty.
This section shall apply to any loan made to a candidate campaign committee by the candidate or by
a member of his immediate family as that term is defined in § 30-101. There shall be no interest paid
to the candidate or his immediate family member by the candidate campaign committee on the amount
of the loan, and the committee shall repay no more than the face value of the loan.

Any person who accepts or makes an interest payment in violation of this section shall be subject to a
civil penalty equal to the amount of the prohibited interest payment or $500, whichever amount is
greater. The attorney for the Commonwealth shall initiate civil proceedings to enforce the civil penalty
provided herein. Any civil penalties collected shall be payable to the State Treasurer for deposit to the
general fund.

2012, c. 163.

§ 24.2-947.5. With whom candidates file reports; electronic filing requirement.
A. Candidates for statewide office and for the General Assembly shall file the reports required by this
article by computer or electronic means in accordance with the standards approved by the State
Board.

B. Candidates for local or constitutional office in any locality shall file reports required by this article
with the State Board by computer or electronic means in accordance with the standards approved by
the State Board and shall not be required to file reports with the general registrar of the locality in
which the candidate resides.

C. Except as provided in § 24.2-948.1, candidates for any other office who file reports in nonelectronic
format shall file with the general registrar of the locality in which the candidate resides.

D. Notwithstanding the provisions of subsection C, a former candidate who is no longer seeking elec-
tion but has not yet filed a final report as required by § 24.2-948.4 and who files reports in nonelec-
tronic format shall file with the general registrar of the locality in which he sought office.

E. Any report that may be filed with the State Board by mail shall be (i) received by the State Board by
the deadline for filing the report or (ii) transmitted to the State Board by telephonic transmission to a
facsimile device by the deadline for filing the report with an original copy of the report mailed to the
State Board and postmarked by the deadline for filing the report.

1970, c. 462, §§ 24.1-253, 24.1-254; 1971, Ex. Sess., c. 222; 1972, cc. 620, 622; 1975, c. 515; 1978, c.
778; 1983, c. 119; 1984, c. 480; 1986, c. 558, § 24.1-257.2; 1988, c. 734; 1991, c. 709; 1993, c. 641,
§§ 24.2-904, 24.2-915; 1996, c. 405; 2000, cc. 304, 511, 555; 2001, cc. 618, 794, 810; 2002, c. 468;
2003, c. 248; 2004, cc. 441, 480; 2006, cc. 787, 892; 2007, cc. 151, 286; 2015, cc. 644, 645; 2018, cc.
538, 683; 2020, c. 769.

§ 24.2-947.6. Filing schedule for candidates for office; November elections.

http://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/30-101/
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?121+ful+CHAP0163
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?961+ful+CHAP0405
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?001+ful+CHAP0304
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?001+ful+CHAP0511
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?001+ful+CHAP0555
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?011+ful+CHAP0618
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?011+ful+CHAP0794
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?011+ful+CHAP0810
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?021+ful+CHAP0468
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?031+ful+CHAP0248
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?041+ful+CHAP0441
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?041+ful+CHAP0480
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?061+ful+CHAP0787
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?061+ful+CHAP0892
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?071+ful+CHAP0151
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?071+ful+CHAP0286
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?151+ful+CHAP0644
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?151+ful+CHAP0645
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?181+ful+CHAP0538
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?181+ful+CHAP0683
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?201+ful+CHAP0769


A. Any candidate for any office to be filled at a November general election shall file the prescribed
campaign finance reports as follows:

1. Not later than July 15 in a nonelection year for the period January 1 through June 30;

2. Not later than January 15 following a nonelection year for the period July 1 through December 31;

3. In an election year, not later than April 15 for the period January 1 through March 31 and pursuant to
subdivisions 4 through 9 of this section;

4. Not later than the eighth day before the primary date complete through the twelfth day before the
primary date;

5. Not later than July 15 complete through June 30;

6. Not later than September 15 complete through August 31;

7. Not later than October 15 complete through September 30;

8. Not later than the eighth day before the November election date complete through the twelfth day
before the election date;

9. Not later than the thirtieth day after the November election date complete through the twenty-third
day after the election date; and

10. Not later than January 15 following an election year complete through December 31, and then in
accordance with subdivisions A 1 and A 2 or subdivisions A 3 through A 9, as appropriate, of this sub-
section until a final report is filed.

B. Any candidate, who was subject to the election year filing schedule set out in subdivisions A 3
through A 9 and who has not filed a final report, shall file reports in any subsequent election year for
the same office in accordance with the election year filing schedule set out in subdivisions A 3 through
A 9.

C. Any candidate shall also file any report of certain large contributions required by § 24.2-947.9, if
applicable.

1986, c. 558, § 24.1-257.2; 1988, c. 734; 1991, c. 709; 1993, cc. 639, 641, § 24.2-916; 1995, c. 785;
2004, c. 26; 2006, cc. 787, 892; 2010, c. 696; 2015, c. 646.

§ 24.2-947.7. Filing schedule for candidates for office; May elections.
A. Any candidate for election to a local office to be filled at a May general election shall file the pre-
scribed campaign finance reports as follows:

1. Not later than July 15 in a nonelection year for the period January 1 through June 30;

2. Not later than January 15 following a nonelection year for the period July 1 through December 31;

3. For municipal primary candidates only, not later than the eighth day before the primary date com-
plete through the twelfth day before the primary;

4. Not later than April 15 of the election year complete through March 31;
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5. Not later than the eighth day before the election date complete through the twelfth day before the
election date;

6. Not later than June 15 of the election year complete through June 10;

7. Not later than July 15 of the election year complete through June 30; and

8. Not later than the following January 15 complete through December 31, and then in accordance
with subdivisions A 1 and A 2 or subdivisions A 3 through A 7, as appropriate, of this subsection until
a final report is filed.

B. Any candidate, who was subject to the election year filing schedule set out in subdivisions A 3
through A 8 and who has not filed a final report, shall file reports in any subsequent election year for
the same office in accordance with the election year filing schedule set out in subdivisions A 3 through
A 8.

C. Any candidate shall also file any report of certain large contributions required by § 24.2-947.9, if
applicable.

1986, c. 558, § 24.1-257.2; 1988, c. 734; 1991, c. 709; 1993, c. 641, § 24.2-917; 1995, c. 785; 2004, c.
26; 2006, cc. 787, 892; 2008, c. 650; 2010, c. 696; 2015, c. 646.

§ 24.2-947.8. Filing requirements for special elections.
A. Candidates for nomination or election to an office to be filled by a special election held on a regular
election date shall file the prescribed reports of contributions and expenditures which apply to reg-
ularly scheduled elections for that office.

B. In the case of a special election held on a date other than a regularly scheduled general election,
the candidate shall file as follows:

1. A report not later than the eighth day before the special election date complete through the twelfth
day before that date;

2. A postelection report no later than the thirtieth day after the election and prior to taking office; and

3. A postelection report not later than January 15 and July 15 each year until a final report is filed.

C. Any candidate, who has been subject to the election year filing schedule set out in subdivisions B 1
through B 3 and who has not filed a final report, shall file reports in any subsequent election year for
the same office in accordance with the election year filing schedule set out in § 24.2-947.6 or 24.2-
947.7 as appropriate for that office.

D. Any candidate shall also file any report of certain large contributions required by § 24.2-947.9, if
applicable.

1986, c. 558, § 24.1-257.2; 1988, c. 734; 1991, c. 709; 1993, cc. 639, 641, § 24.2-918; 2005, c. 831;
2006, cc. 787, 892; 2010, c. 696; 2015, c. 646.

§ 24.2-947.9. Special report required of certain large pre-election contributions.
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A. Any contribution reported pursuant to this section shall also be reported on the first report required
by this article after any election.

B. Except as provided in subsection C, any single contribution of $5,000 or more for a statewide office,
$1,000 or more for the General Assembly, or $500 or more for any other office, knowingly received or
reported by the candidate or his treasurer on behalf of his candidacy on and after the eleventh day pre-
ceding (i) a primary and before the primary date, (ii) a general election and before the general election
date, or (iii) any other election in which the individual is a candidate and before the election day, shall
be reported in writing as provided in §§ 24.2-947.4 and 24.2-947.5 or electronically pursuant to § 24.2-
946.1, and the report shall be received by the State Board or general registrar, as appropriate, by
11:59 p.m. on the following day or for a contribution received on a Saturday by 11:59 p.m. on the fol-
lowing Monday. However, any such contribution received within the 24 hours prior to the election day
shall be reported and a report thereof received on the day prior to the election.

C. The reports required by subsection B of this section shall also be required of any candidate for nom-
ination by a political party to serve as the party's nominee in a general or special election if (i) the party
nominates by convention or any method other than a primary and (ii) there are at least two candidates
for nomination pursuant to the rules and procedures of the party. In such case, candidates for nom-
ination shall be required to file the reports required by subsection B for the 11-day period, as specified
by subsection B, immediately preceding:

1. The caucus, mass meeting, convention, or other nominating event at which the party's nomination
shall be finally determined pursuant to the rules and procedures of the party; and

2. Any caucus, mass meeting, convention, or other nominating event, other than that at which the
party's nomination shall be finally determined, at which delegates are chosen who are pledged to sup-
port a specified candidate on at least one ballot at a subsequent district or state convention required
as part of the nominating process.

D. No report shall be required pursuant to subsection C if the candidate is or has become, by virtue of
the withdrawal of any opponent or the operation of the rules and procedures of the party, unopposed
for nomination at the time such report otherwise would be required to be made.

E. Any person who is named as the candidate on the statement of organization for more than one cam-
paign committee required to file campaign finance reports under this article shall be required to file
special reports pursuant to this section for all such committees during the period applicable to any
such campaign committee.

1986, c. 558, § 24.1-257.2; 1988, c. 734; 1991, c. 709; 1993, cc. 639, 641, § 24.2-919; 1995, c. 785;
1998, c. 382; 2000, c. 304; 2006, cc. 787, 892; 2007, cc. 151, 286; 2008, c. 380; 2015, cc. 644, 645,
646; 2016, c. 401; 2020, c. 347.

§ 24.2-947.10. Filing requirements for persons with multiple campaign committees.
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Any person who is named as the candidate on the statement of organization for more than one cam-
paign committee required to file campaign finance reports under this article shall have separate cam-
paign finance reports filed for all such campaign committees by the deadline for filing campaign
finance reports for any such campaign committee. Such campaign finance reports shall be complete
through the period prescribed for the associated deadline.

2020, c. 347.

§ 24.2-947.11. Special report required of certain large pre-legislative session contributions.
A. Any candidate for a statewide office or the General Assembly shall, not later than January 15, file a
report with the State Board of any single contribution in excess of $1,000, or any combination of con-
tributions with an aggregate value in excess of $1,000 from a single person, that is knowingly received
or reported by the candidate or his treasurer on behalf of his candidacy during the period beginning
January 1 and ending on the day immediately before the first day of a regular session of the General
Assembly. This report shall be filed as provided in § 24.2-947.5, and the report shall be received by
the State Board not later than January 15.

B. Any contribution reported pursuant to subsection A shall not be required to be reported on any sub-
sequent report required by this article following the date of the contribution.

2020, c. 770, § 24.2-947.10; 2021, Sp. Sess. I, c. 343.

§ 24.2-948. Repealed.
Repealed by Acts 2010, c. 696, cl. 2.

§ 24.2-948.1. Exemption from reporting requirements for certain candidates for local office and for
directors of soil and water conservation districts.
A. This section shall apply to candidates for local office and for director of soil and water conservation
districts. A candidate for local office or for director of a soil and water conservation district may seek an
exemption from the requirements for filing campaign finance disclosure reports set out in this chapter
except for the filing requirements of §§ 24.2-945.2, 24.2-947.1, 24.2-947.9, and 24.2-948.4 pertaining
to certain independent expenditures, the statement of organization, large contributions, and the filing
of a final report. The request for an exemption shall be filed with the general registrar of the county or
city where the candidate resides on a form prescribed by the State Board and in accordance with
instructions by the State Board for the time for filing and the process for approval by the general regis-
trar.

B. To qualify for an exemption, the candidate shall certify on the form that (i) he has not and will not
solicit or accept any contribution from any other person or political committee during the course of his
campaign, (ii) he has not and will not contribute to his own campaign more than $1,000, (iii) he has not
and will not expend more than $1,000 in the course of his campaign, and (iv) that he has complied
and will comply with the requirements of this chapter. This certification shall apply for the duration of
the campaign until the filing of a final report in compliance with § 24.2-948.4 after the election. A can-
didate may rescind his certification and exemption at any time during the campaign and shall file in
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accordance with the appropriate filing schedule thereafter, provided that the candidate rescinds his
certification prior to engaging in the activities described in clauses (i), (ii), and (iii) of this subsection.
The first report filed shall account for all prior contributions and expenditures pertaining to his cam-
paign.

C. Any candidate who has qualified for an exemption from reporting requirements pursuant to this sec-
tion shall not be permitted to qualify for any office, enter upon the duties thereof, or receive any salary
or emoluments therefrom until a final report has been filed that details all financial activity of the can-
didate's campaign and states that all reporting for the nomination and election is complete and final.
No officer authorized by the laws of the Commonwealth to issue certificates of election shall issue one
to any person determined to be elected to any such office, until copies of the final report cited above
have been filed as required in this chapter.

D. A candidate who has a current exemption under the provisions of this section, or who is otherwise
exempt from reporting contributions and expenditures under this chapter, may purchase voter lists
from the State Board under the provisions of §§ 24.2-405 and 24.2-406 with a check drawn on the can-
didate's personal account.

2001, c. 794, § 24.2-906.1; 2005, c. 384; 2006, cc. 787, 892; 2010, c. 696; 2015, cc. 644, 645; 2020, c.
772.

§ 24.2-948.2. Reports as condition to qualification for office.
A. No person shall be permitted to qualify for any office, enter upon the duties thereof, or receive any
salary or emoluments therefrom until he has filed the campaign finance reports required in sub-
divisions A 3 through A 9 of § 24.2-947.6; subdivisions A 3 through A 6 of § 24.2-947.7; and sub-
divisions B 1 and B 2 of § 24.2-947.8, as applicable; and a final report if required by subsection C of §
24.2-948.1; and has responded to and complied with any notice that additional information is required
to complete a report in compliance with § 24.2-953.3. No person shall be permitted to qualify for any
office, enter upon the duties thereof, or receive any salary or emoluments therefrom until he has paid
any civil penalty and returned any contribution required to be returned pursuant to § 24.2-953.5. No
officer authorized by the laws of this Commonwealth to issue certificates of election shall issue one to
any person determined to be elected to any such office, until copies of the reports cited above have
been filed as required in this article.

B. Notwithstanding the requirements of subsection A, a person who is elected to fill a vacancy at a spe-
cial election held on a general election day may qualify for the office and be issued a certificate of elec-
tion in advance of filing the postelection report required to be filed under subdivision A 9 of § 24.2-
947.6 in the case of a November election, or under subdivision A 6 of § 24.2-947.7 in the case of a
May election, upon the filing of a postelection report complete through the election day.

1970, c. 462, § 24.1-260; 1972, c. 620; 1982, c. 650; 1986, c. 558; 1988, c. 734; 1993, c. 641, § 24.2-
922; 1995, c. 785; 1999, c. 120; 2005, c. 384; 2006, cc. 771, 787, 805, 892; 2008, c. 650.
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§ 24.2-948.3. Compliance with reporting requirements of campaign finance disclosure act as
requirement of candidacy for certain offices.
A. It shall be a requirement of candidacy in any election for statewide office or the General Assembly
that the candidate shall have filed the disclosure reports required by this chapter for any election in
which he participated as a candidate for any such office and which was held within the five years pre-
ceding the date of the election in which he seeks to be a candidate. For the purposes of this section,
the candidate shall be presumed to have complied with the candidate disclosure reporting require-
ments unless (i) the State Board or general registrar, whichever is appropriate, has notified the can-
didate, at least 60 days prior to the applicable deadline for him to file his written statement of
qualification set out in § 24.2-503, that he has failed to file a required report or reports and (ii) the can-
didate fails to file the specified report or reports by the applicable deadline for filing his written state-
ment of qualification.

B. The authority of the State Board to grant an extension of the deadline established in § 24.2-503
shall include the authority to grant such extension with respect to the requirements of this section.

1994, c. 752, § 24.2-503.1; 2006, cc. 787, 892; 2015, cc. 644, 645.

§ 24.2-948.4. Final report requirement; disbursement of surplus funds.
A. A final report shall be filed by every campaign committee which sets forth (i) all receipts and dis-
bursements not previously reported, (ii) an accounting of the retirement of all debts, and (iii) the dis-
position of all surplus funds as provided in subsection D. The final report shall include a termination
statement, signed by the candidate, that all reporting for the campaign committee is complete and
final. Once a campaign committee's final report has been filed, no further report relating to that election
shall be required.

B. A final report shall be required when (i) a candidate no longer seeks election to the same office in a
successive election, (ii) a candidate seeks election to a different office, or (iii) the candidate is
deceased.

C. If the candidate is deceased, the final report shall be filed and signed by the treasurer. If the can-
didate was serving as his own treasurer, his executor shall file and sign the final report. Any excess
contributed funds shall be disposed of pursuant to the provisions of subsection D.

D. Amounts received by a candidate or his campaign committee as contributions that are in excess of
the amount necessary to defray his campaign expenditures may be disposed of only by one or any
combination of the following: (i) transferring the excess for use in a succeeding election or to retire the
deficit in a preceding election; (ii) returning the excess to a contributor in an amount not to exceed the
contributor's original contribution; (iii) donating the excess to any organization described in § 170(c) of
the Internal Revenue Code; (iv) contributing the excess to one or more candidates or to any political
committee that has filed a statement of organization pursuant to this chapter; (v) contributing the
excess to any political party committee; and (vi) defraying any ordinary, nonreimbursed expense
related to his elective office. It shall be unlawful for any person to convert any contributed moneys,
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securities, or like intangible personal property to his personal use or to the use of a member of the can-
didate's "immediate family" as that term is defined in § 30-101.

1986, c. 558, § 24.1-257.2; 1988, c. 734; 1990, c. 931, § 24.1-258.1; 1991, c. 709; 1993, c. 641, §§
24.2-920, 24.2-921; 2000, c. 233; 2003, c. 248; 2004, c. 457; 2006, cc. 787, 892; 2009, c. 231.

§ 24.2-948.5. (Effective January 1, 2024) Reviews of campaign finance reports and records.
A. The Department shall have the authority to review the reports and records of the campaign com-
mittees. The purposes of the review shall be to (i) reconcile the balance in the campaign depository
with the amounts reported in the candidate's reports of receipts and expenditures and (ii) review the
reports for mathematical accuracy and facial completeness including the reporting of specific inform-
ation required by law. In the performance of its review, the Department is authorized to request the pro-
duction of monthly bank statements for, and copies of checks issued on, campaign depositories and
itemized bills, invoices, and receipts for any expenditure of campaign funds in an amount greater than
$500.

B. The Department shall review the reports and records of the campaign committees within 180 days
following the general election. The Department shall review the reports and records of all of the cam-
paign committees for candidates, including losing primary candidates, for statewide office; 10 percent
of the campaign committees for candidates, including losing primary candidates, for the Senate and
House of Delegates; and one percent of candidates, including losing primary candidates, for all other
offices in any year in which such offices are elected. The State Board shall meet publicly to select the
campaign committees to be reviewed by a drawing that ensures selection on a random basis.

C. No review shall be conducted of a campaign committee for any office that has received less than
$25,000 in contributions during the campaign, including the transfer of surplus funds from a prior cam-
paign. Campaign committees for candidates that are exempt from review pursuant to this subsection
shall not be included in the drawing provided for in subsection B or counted in determining the num-
ber that equals the relevant percentage of the campaign committees to be reviewed.

D. In the performance of its duties under this section, the Department may employ the services of addi-
tional personnel to the extent that appropriated funds are available to the Department for such pur-
pose.

E. The Department shall make a report of the results of its reviews available to the State Board, the
Governor, and the General Assembly by July 1 of each year following the election year for the office to
which the review pertains and the same shall be posted to the Department's website.

2022, c. 258.

Article 4 - POLITICAL ACTION COMMITTEES

§ 24.2-949. Political action committee election cycle.
The political action committee's election cycle shall be deemed to begin on January 1 and continue
through December 31 of each calendar year.
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2006, cc. 787, 892.

§ 24.2-949.1. Establishment of political action committees by certain entities.
Any stock or nonstock corporation, labor organization, membership organization, cooperative, or other
group of persons may establish and administer for political purposes, and solicit and expend con-
tributions for, a political action committee, provided that:

1. No political action committee shall make a contribution or expenditure by utilizing money or any-
thing of value secured by physical force, job discrimination, financial reprisal, threat of force, or as a
condition of employment.

2. Any person soliciting a contribution to a political action committee shall, at the time of solicitation,
inform the person being solicited of (i) his right to refuse to contribute without any reprisal and (ii) the
political purposes of the committee.

1981, c. 425, § 24.1-254.2; 1993, c. 641, § 24.2-909; 2006, cc. 787, 892.

§ 24.2-949.2. Statement of organization for a political action committee.
A. Except as provided in subsection B or C, each political action committee that anticipates receiving
contributions or making expenditures in excess of $200 in a calendar year shall file with the State
Board a statement of organization within 10 days after its organization, or if later, within 10 days after
the date on which it has information that causes the committee to anticipate it will receive contributions
or make expenditures in excess of $200 or on which it otherwise becomes subject to the provisions of
this chapter. Any change in information previously submitted in a statement of organization shall be
reported to the State Board within 10 days following the change.

The statement of organization shall include:

1. The name of the political action committee and its address in the Commonwealth;

2. The names, addresses, and relationships of affiliated or connected organizations;

3. The area, scope, or jurisdiction of the political action committee accompanied by the statement that
the primary purpose of the committee is to advocate the election or defeat of a clearly identified can-
didate;

4. The name and business address of the treasurer and his residence address in the Commonwealth
who shall be deemed the agent of the political action committee for the purpose of service of process
on the political action committee;

5. The name, residence address in the Commonwealth, business address, and position of the cus-
todian of the books and accounts, who works under the direction of the treasurer, and the address in
the Commonwealth where the books are maintained;

6. The name, address, office sought, and party affiliation of each individual whom the political action
committee is supporting or opposing for nomination or for election to any public office whatever or, if
supporting the entire ticket of any party, the name of the party;
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7. The designated depository to be used for the receipt and holding of funds and contributions
received by the political action committee, in an account in a financial institution within the Com-
monwealth; and

8. Such other information as shall be required by the State Board except that the account number for
the designated depository account shall not be required.

The State Board shall not register or issue a registration number to any political action committee that
fails to state pursuant to subdivision 3 that its primary purpose is to influence the outcome of non-
federal elections in Virginia.

B. Notwithstanding the provisions of subsection A, a political action committee that is established or
controlled by a corporation doing business in Virginia shall provide the following information in its
statement of organization in lieu of the information required in subdivisions 1, 4, 5, and 7 of subsection
A:

1. The name and address of the political action committee;

2. The name and residence and business addresses of the treasurer;

3. The name, residence address, and position of the custodian of the books who works under the dir-
ection of the treasurer; and

4. A listing of all banks, safe-deposit boxes, or other repositories used.

C. A federal political action committee that makes expenditures for the purpose of influencing the out-
come of any election in Virginia, other than federal elections, shall provide the following information in
its statement of organization:

1. The name and address of the committee;

2. The committee's Federal Election Commission registration identification number; and

3. The name and address of its treasurer.

The State Board shall be required to provide a link from its Internet website to the federal political
action committee's electronically displayed Federal Election Commission campaign finance dis-
closure reports.

1975, c. 515, § 24.1-254.1; 1983, c. 119; 1991, cc. 9, 709; 1993, c. 641, § 24.2-908; 1996, c. 1042;
2000, cc. 852, 872; 2004, cc. 441, 457; 2006, cc. 771, 787, 805, 892; 2007, c. 246.

§ 24.2-949.3. Use of candidate's name in name of political committee.
A. No political action committee required to file a statement of organization pursuant to § 24.2-949.2
shall include in any part of its name the name of a candidate unless the political action committee
either (i) has obtained, prior to filing, the written authorization of the candidate to use the candidate's
name as part of the name of the political action committee or (ii) has mailed by certified mail, 21 or
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more days prior to filing, written notice to the candidate of its intent to use his name as part of the name
of the political action committee.

B. Any political action committee which intends to use the name of a candidate as part of the name of
the political action committee shall file with the statement of organization required by § 24.2-949.2
either (i) a copy of the written authorization of the candidate consenting to the use of his name or (ii) a
copy of its notice to the candidate and evidence of its timely mailing. If two candidates seeking the
same office have the same surname, the political action committee shall include the first name, or
other initial or nickname, and the last name of the candidate, in the name of the political action com-
mittee so as to identify which candidate is associated with the political action committee; and either
the written authorization of the identified candidate or written notice to the identified candidate shall be
required by this section.

1996, cc. 586, 601, § 24.2-908.1; 2006, cc. 787, 892.

§ 24.2-949.4. Political action committee treasurer requirements and responsibilities.
A. The treasurer shall keep detailed and accurate accounts of all contributions turned over to and
expenditures made by the committee, the treasurer, or other officer on behalf of the political action com-
mittee, or reported to the treasurer pursuant to this chapter. Such account shall set forth the date of the
contribution or expenditure, its amount or value, the name and address of the person or committee
making the contribution or to whom the expenditure was made, and the object or purpose of the con-
tribution or expenditure.

Such books and records may be destroyed or discarded at any time after (i) one year from the date of
filing the final report required by § 24.2-949.9 or (ii) a period of three years, whichever first occurs,
unless a court of competent jurisdiction shall order their retention for a longer period.

B. All receipts and expenditures received or made by any political action committee, or received or
made on its behalf or in relation to the committee by any individual or person, except independent
expenditures, shall be paid over or delivered to the political action committee's treasurer or shall be
reported to the treasurer in such detail and form as to allow him to comply fully with this article. An
independent expenditure shall be reported pursuant to § 24.2-945.2 in lieu of being reported to the
political action committee's treasurer.

C. It shall be unlawful for any political action committee, its treasurer, or any person receiving con-
tributions or making expenditures on the committee's behalf or in relation to the committee, to fail to
report every contribution and expenditure as required by this article.

D. No political action committee treasurer or other individual shall pay any expense on behalf of the
committee, directly or indirectly, except by a check or electronic debit drawn on such designated
depository identifying the name of the political action committee. However, a treasurer or other author-
ized officer of the political action committee may be reimbursed, by a check or electronic debit drawn
on the designated depository, for the payment of expenses (i) paid by him by cash, check or electronic
debit, or credit card, (ii) made on behalf of the committee, and (iii) fully documented by complete
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records of the expenditure, maintained as required by this chapter, and including receipts identifying
the nature of the expenses and the names and addresses of each person paid by the recipient of the
reimbursement.

E. A treasurer of a political action committee (i) may establish a petty cash fund to be utilized for the
purpose of making expenditures or reimbursing verified credit card expenditures of less than $200 if
complete records of such expenditures are maintained as required by this chapter and (ii) may transfer
funds from the designated campaign depository to an account or instrument to earn interest on the
funds so long as the transferred funds and earned interest are returned to the designated depository
account, complete records are maintained, and all expenditures are made through the designated
depository account.

2006, cc. 787, 892; 2020, c. 349.

§ 24.2-949.5. Information to be included on campaign finance reports for political action com-
mittees.
A. The reports required by this article shall be filed on a form prescribed by the State Board and shall
include all financial activity of the political action committee. All completed forms shall be submitted in
typed, printed, or legibly hand printed format or electronically as provided in § 24.2-946.1. Persons
submitting the forms shall do so subject to felony penalties for making false statements pursuant to §
24.2-1016.

B. The report of receipts shall include:

1. The total number of contributors, each of whom has contributed an aggregate of $100 or less, includ-
ing cash and in-kind contributions, as of the date of the report, and the total amount of contributions
from all such contributors;

2. For each contributor who has contributed an aggregate of more than $100, including cash and in-
kind contributions, as of the ending date of the report, the political action committee shall itemize each
contributor on the report and list the following information:

a. the name of the contributor, listed alphabetically,

b. the mailing address of the contributor,

c. the amount of the contribution,

d. the aggregate amount of contributions from the contributor to date,

e. the date of the last contribution,

f. the occupation of the contributor,

g. the name of his employer or principal business, and

h. the locality where employed or where his business is located.
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For each such contributor, other than an individual, the principal type of business and place of busi-
ness of the contributor shall be substituted for subdivisions f and g, respectively. For each such con-
tributor other than an individual, it shall be sufficient to list the address of the contributor one time on
the report of receipts.

C. Upon transfer of a designated contribution to a designated candidate's campaign committee, the
committee shall provide information to the campaign committee to identify the contributor as provided
by § 24.2-947.4.

D. The report of disbursements shall include all expenditures and give:

1. The name and address of the person paid;

2. A brief description of the purpose of the expenditure;

3. The name of the person contracting for or arranging the expenditure;

4. The amount of the expenditure; and

5. The date of the expenditure.

The report of disbursements shall itemize any expenditure made by credit card payment.

E. Each report for a political action committee shall list separately those receipts and expenditures
reported to the treasurer or other officer of the committee by any person, candidate campaign com-
mittee, or political committee, pursuant to subsection B of § 24.2-949.4, and in the case of in-kind con-
tributions, shall set forth in each instance the source of the information reported.

F. The report shall list separately all loans, and for each loan, shall give:

1. The date the loan was made;

2. The name and address of the person making the loan and any person who is a co-borrower, guar-
antor, or endorser of the loan;

3. The amount of the loan;

4. The date and amount of any repayment of the loan; and

5. For any loan or part of a loan that is forgiven by the lender, the amount forgiven listed as both a con-
tribution and loan repayment.

G. The State Board shall provide for a "no activity" report that may be filed for any reporting period in
which the filer has no activity to report.

H. It is the responsibility of the treasurer that the report for the political action committee be filed and
that the report be in full and accurate detail.

1970, c. 462, § 24.1-258; 1971, Ex. Sess., c. 247; 1972, c. 620; 1975, c. 515; 1976, c. 616; 1978, c.
381; 1983, c. 119; 1990, c. 156; 1993, cc. 341, 641, § 24.2-914; 1997, cc. 364, 392; 1999, c. 864;
2000, c. 304; 2001, cc. 618, 810; 2002, c. 468; 2003, c. 248; 2006, cc. 787, 892; 2008, cc. 152, 289.
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§ 24.2-949.6. Filing schedule for political action committees.
A. Political action committees shall file the prescribed campaign finance reports with the State Board
in accordance with the applicable provisions of this section. The first filed report shall be complete for
the entire period from the time the committee was organized or contributions were received.

B. The reporting requirements shall continue in effect for each committee until a final report is filed.

C. Political action committees shall file the prescribed campaign finance reports as follows:

1. Not later than April 15 complete from the preceding report through March 31;

2. Not later than June 1 complete from the preceding report through May 25;

3. Not later than September 15 complete from the preceding report through August 31;

4. Not later than October 15 complete from the preceding report through October 7; and

5. Not later than January 15 complete from the preceding report through December 31, and then con-
tinuing in accordance with this subsection until a final report is filed.

D. A political action committee that files its statement of organization on or after March 15 and before
the third Tuesday in June in any odd-numbered year shall file with its statement of organization a cam-
paign finance report as provided in § 24.2-949.5 for that year, complete through the date that it files its
statement of organization, and if such political action committee files its statement of organization
before May 25, such political action committee shall file its next campaign finance report in accord-
ance with subdivision C 2.

E. A political action committee that files its statement of organization on or after August 15 and before
the November election day in any odd-numbered year shall file with its statement of organization a
campaign finance report as provided in § 24.2-949.5 for that year, complete through the date that it
files its statement of organization, and if such political action committee files its statement of organ-
ization before October 7, such political action committee shall file its next campaign finance report in
accordance with subdivision C 4.

1984, c. 480, § 24.1-923; 1991, cc. 9, 709; 1993, cc. 639, 641, § 24.2-923; 1995, c. 785; 2002, cc. 156,
237; 2003, c. 256; 2004, c. 26; 2005, c. 9; 2006, cc. 787, 892; 2008, c. 547; 2012, c. 525; 2016, c. 401;
2023, c. 764.

§ 24.2-949.7. Large dollar contribution reporting requirement for political action committees.
In addition to the scheduled reports required by § 24.2-949.6, political action committees shall report
any single contribution or loan of $10,000 or more received at any time during the calendar year within
three business days of receipt of the contribution or loan.

1. The report shall be filed on a "large dollar contribution report" form prescribed by the State Board
and shall be filed in writing or electronically in the same manner as the political action committee files
its scheduled reports.
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2. Any contribution or loan reported pursuant to this section shall also be reported on the next sub-
sequent report required under § 24.2-949.6 following receipt of the contribution or loan.

3. For the purposes of this section, political action committees shall report as one contribution multiple
contributions from a single source that have been subdivided into smaller amounts or given through
different bank accounts for the purpose of evading the $10,000 threshold. A political action committee
that receives contributions from affiliated organizations shall not be deemed to be receiving con-
tributions from a single source.

1984, c. 480, § 24.1-923; 1991, cc. 9, 709; 1993, cc. 639, 641, § 24.2-923; 1995, c. 785; 2002, cc. 156,
237; 2003, c. 256; 2004, c. 26; 2005, c. 9; 2006, cc. 787, 892; 2023, c. 764.

§ 24.2-949.7:1. Special report required of certain large pre-election expenditures.
A. Any contribution or expenditure reported pursuant to this section shall also be reported on the first
report required by this article after any election.

B. Political action committees shall report any single contribution received or expenditure made of
$1,000 or more between May 26 and the third Tuesday in June in odd-numbered years. Such con-
tribution or expenditure shall be reported electronically pursuant to § 24.2-946.1, and the report shall
be received by the State Board by 11:59 p.m. on the following day or, for a contribution received or
expenditure made on a Saturday, by 11:59 p.m. on the following Monday. However, any such con-
tribution received or expenditure made within the 24 hours prior to the third Tuesday in June shall be
reported and a report thereof received on the day prior to the third Tuesday in June.

C. Political action committees shall report any single contribution received or expenditure made of
$1,000 or more between October 8 and the date of the November general election. Such contribution
or expenditure shall be reported electronically pursuant to § 24.2-946.1, and the report shall be
received by the State Board by 11:59 p.m. on the following day or, for a contribution received or
expenditure made on a Saturday, by 11:59 p.m. on the following Monday. However, any such con-
tribution received or expenditure made within the 24 hours prior to the election day shall be reported
and a report thereof received on the day prior to the election.

2023, c. 764.

§ 24.2-949.8. With whom political action committees file reports; electronic filing requirement.
A. Political action committees required to file reports by this article shall file all statements and cam-
paign finance reports with the State Board.

B. A political action committee that is required by this chapter to file reports with the State Board, and
that accepts contributions or makes expenditures in excess of $10,000 in any calendar year, or that
accepted contributions or made expenditures in excess of $10,000 in the previous calendar year, shall
file its reports with the State Board by computer or electronic means in accordance with the standards
approved by the State Board until such time as the political action committee files a final report. Any
political action committee that has been filing electronically, but does not anticipate accepting con-
tributions or making expenditures in excess of $10,000 in the upcoming calendar year, may sign a
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waiver, on a form prescribed by the State Board, to exempt the committee from the electronic filing
requirement for the calendar year. Such waiver form shall be submitted and received no later than the
date the first report is due covering activity for that calendar year.

C. For political action committees that are not subject to the provisions of subsection B, any report
required to be filed with the State Board shall be deemed to be filed by the deadline for the report if it
is mailed and postmarked not later than the deadline for filing the report.

1996, c. 687, § 24.2-914.1; 1997, cc. 364, 392; 1998, c. 416; 1999, c. 864; 2000, cc. 511, 555; 2003, c.
242; 2006, cc. 787, 892.

§ 24.2-949.9. Final report requirement; disbursement of surplus funds.
A. Any political action committee that, after having filed a statement of organization, disbands or
determines it will no longer receive contributions or make expenditures during the calendar year in an
aggregate amount exceeding $200 shall so notify the State Board. A final report shall be filed by the
committee that sets forth (i) all receipts and disbursements not previously reported, (ii) an accounting
of the retirement of all debts, and (iii) the disposition of the committee's surplus funds. This final report
shall include a termination statement, signed by the treasurer or other principal officer listed on the
statement of organization, that all reporting for the committee is complete and final.

B. Amounts received by a political action committee as contributions may be disposed of only by one
or any combination of the following: (i) transferring the excess to an affiliated organization of the com-
mittee; (ii) returning the excess to a contributor in an amount not to exceed the contributor's original
contribution; (iii) donating the excess to any organization described in § 170(c) of the Internal Rev-
enue Code; (iv) contributing the excess to one or more candidates or to any political committee that
has filed a statement of organization pursuant to this chapter; (v) contributing the excess to any polit-
ical party committee; and (vi) defraying any ordinary, nonreimbursed expense related to the political
action committee. It shall be unlawful for any person to convert any contributed moneys, securities, or
like intangible personal property to his personal use or to the use of a member of the "immediate fam-
ily," as that term is defined in § 30-101, of the committee's treasurer or chief executive.

1990, c. 931, § 24.1-258.1; 1993, c. 641, § 24.2-921; 2004, c. 457; 2006, cc. 787, 892; 2009, c. 231.

Article 4.1 - OUT-OF-STATE POLITICAL COMMITTEES

§ 24.2-949.10. Out-of-state political committees; statements of organization.
A. Out-of-state political committees shall submit a statement of organization on or before the date on
which the committee makes contributions of $10,000 or more in the aggregate in a calendar year to
candidate campaign committees or political committees registered with the State Board of Elections.

B. The statement of organization shall include information as required pursuant to subsection B of §
24.2-949.2 except that the committee shall not be required to establish a depository account in a fin-
ancial institution in the Commonwealth.
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C. In addition to the information required pursuant to § 24.2-949.2, the committee shall include on its
statement of organization (i) its taxpayer identification number, (ii) the federal and state agencies with
which it is required to file financial disclosure information, and (iii) the registration number assigned to
it by each agency listed under clause (ii).

D. On the same day that an out-of-state political committee submits its statement of organization to the
State Board, (i) it shall file a list of each contributor who has contributed to the committee $2,500 or
more in the aggregate between the immediately preceding January 1 and the date on which the state-
ment of organization is filed with the contributor's name, address, occupation, employer, and place of
business and the dates and amounts of the contributor's contributions during the period covered by
the report; and (ii) it shall file a report of the contributions it has made to candidate campaign com-
mittees or political committees registered with the State Board between the immediately preceding
January 1 and the date on which the statement of organization is filed.

E. Any political organization as defined in § 527 of the United States Internal Revenue Code that is
shown on the list of contributors required by this section and that has contributed $50,000 or more to
the committee filing the list of contributors required by this section shall be required to file a statement
of organization and the lists of its contributors and its contributions as provided in subsection D.

2006, cc. 771, 805, § 24.2-908.2.

§ 24.2-949.11. Out-of-state political committees; reporting requirements.
A. The provisions of this section are applicable only to out-of-state political committees.

B. After the committee has met the requirements of § 24.2-949.10 and upon making any contribution to
a candidate campaign committee or political committee registered in Virginia, the committee shall
report its contributions and contributors in accordance with subsection C to the State Board of Elec-
tions by computer or electronic means as prescribed in § 24.2-946.1.

C. The report required by subsection B shall include (i) a report of the contributions the committee has
made to candidate campaign committees or political committees in the Commonwealth since the filing
of a report of its contributions pursuant to subsection D of § 24.2-949.10 or this subsection during the
period covered by the report and (ii) a list of each contributor who has contributed to the committee
$2,500 or more in the aggregate since the filing of a list of its contributors pursuant to subsection D of
§ 24.2-949.10 or this subsection with the contributor's name, address, occupation, employer, and
place of business and the dates and amounts of the contributor's contributions during the period
covered by the report.

D. Upon transfer of a designated contribution to a designated candidate's campaign committee, the
committee shall provide information to the campaign committee to identify the contributor as provided
by § 24.2-947.4.

E. The reporting requirements of this section shall continue in effect for each committee until a final
report is filed that sets forth all contributions and expenditures not previously reported. The final report
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shall include a termination statement, signed by an officer of the committee, that all reporting is com-
plete and final.

2006, cc. 771, 805, § 24.2-910.2; 2008, cc. 152, 289.

§ 24.2-949.12. Out-of-state political committees; additional requirements.
Prior to accepting contributions of $10,000 or more in the aggregate in any calendar year from any
other out-of-state political committee, an out-of-state political committee shall (i) request its State
Board of Elections registration number from that other out-of-state political committee and (ii) verify
that number with the State Board.

2006, cc. 771, 805, § 24.2-910.3.

§ 24.2-949.13. Certain contributions received from federal political action and out-of-state political
committees; political committee responsibilities.
Prior to accepting contributions of $10,000 or more in the aggregate in any calendar year from any one
federal political action committee or out-of-state political committee, a political committee shall (i)
request the federal political action committee's or out-of-state political committee's State Board of Elec-
tions registration number from the committee and (ii) verify that number with the State Board.

2006, cc. 771, 805, § 24.2-910.4.

Article 5 - POLITICAL PARTY COMMITTEES

§ 24.2-950. Political party committee election cycle.
The political party committee's election cycle shall be deemed to begin on January 1 and continue
through December 31 of each calendar year.

2006, cc. 787, 892.

§ 24.2-950.1. Certain political party committees exempt.
A. Except as provided in subsections B and C of this section and subsection D of § 24.2-947.3, any
local district, county, or city party committee shall be exempt from the reporting requirements of this
chapter. Contributions made by such committee to any candidate, his campaign committee, or a polit-
ical committee shall be reported by the recipient of the contribution in accordance with the provisions
of this chapter.

B. The exemption provided in this section shall not be applicable to state political party committees,
congressional district political party committees, or county or city political party committees for any
county or city with a population of more than 100,000, or organized political party groups of elected offi-
cials. Any other political party committee shall be exempt from the reporting and notification require-
ments of this chapter, except as provided in § 24.2-945.2, in each calendar year in which it does not
accept contributions totaling more than $15,000, or make contributions and expenditures totaling more
than $15,000. Any such committee shall be subject to such reporting requirements as soon as it
accepts aggregated contributions, or makes aggregated contributions and expenditures, in excess of
$15,000 in a calendar year. The first report filed pursuant to § 24.2-950.6 shall account for all receipts

http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?061+ful+CHAP0771
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?061+ful+CHAP0805
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?081+ful+CHAP0152
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?081+ful+CHAP0289
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?061+ful+CHAP0771
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?061+ful+CHAP0805
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?061+ful+CHAP0771
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?061+ful+CHAP0805
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?061+ful+CHAP0787
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?061+ful+CHAP0892
http://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/24.2-947.3/
http://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/24.2-945.2/
http://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/24.2-950.6/


and disbursements during the calendar year and shall be complete through the completion date for
the report period.

C. Upon transfer of a designated contribution to a designated candidate's campaign committee, each
local district, county, or city political party committee shall provide information to the campaign com-
mittee to identify the contributor as provided by § 24.2-947.4.

1970, c. 462, §§ 24.1-254.1, 24.1-255; 1975, c. 515; 1981, c. 425; 1983, c. 119; 1988, c. 616; 1991, cc.
9, 709; 1993, cc. 641, 776, 921, § 24.2-911; 2004, c. 469; 2006, cc. 787, 892; 2008, cc. 152, 289.

§ 24.2-950.2. Statement of organization for a political party committee.
Except as provided in § 24.2-950.1, each political party committee that anticipates receiving con-
tributions or making expenditures in excess of $200 in a calendar year shall file with the State Board a
statement of organization within 10 days after its organization, or if later, within 10 days after the date
on which it has information that causes the committee to anticipate it will receive contributions or make
expenditures in excess of $200 or on which it otherwise becomes subject to the provisions of this art-
icle. Any change in information previously submitted in a statement of organization shall be reported
to the State Board within 10 days following the change.

The statement of organization shall include:

1. The name of the political party committee and its address in the Commonwealth;

2. The name and business address of the treasurer and his residence address in the Commonwealth
who shall be deemed the agent of the political party committee for the purpose of service of process
on the political party committee;

3. The name, residence in the Commonwealth, business address, and position of the custodian of the
books and accounts, who works under the direction of the treasurer, and the address where the books
are maintained;

4. The name, address, office sought, and party affiliation of each individual whom the committee is sup-
porting or opposing for nomination or for election to any public office whatever, or if supporting the
entire ticket of any party, the name of the party;

5. The designated depository to be used for the receipt and holding of funds and contributions
received by the political party committee, in an account in a financial institution within the Com-
monwealth; and

6. Such other information as shall be required by the State Board except that the account number for
the designated depository account shall not be required.

2006, cc. 787, 892.

§ 24.2-950.3. Political party committee treasurer requirements and responsibilities.
A. The treasurer shall keep detailed and accurate accounts of all contributions turned over to and
expenditures made by the political party committee, the treasurer, or other officer on behalf of the
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political party committee, or reported to the treasurer pursuant to this article. Such account shall set
forth the date of the contribution or expenditure, its amount or value, the name and address of the per-
son or committee making the contribution or to whom the expenditure was made, and the object or pur-
pose of the contribution or expenditure.

Such books and records may be destroyed or discarded at any time after (i) one year from the date of
filing the final report required by § 24.2-950.9 or (ii) a period of three years, whichever first occurs,
unless a court of competent jurisdiction shall order their retention for a longer period.

B. All contributions and expenditures received or made by any political party committee, or received or
made on its behalf or in relation to the committee by any person, except independent expenditures,
shall be paid over or delivered to the political party committee's treasurer or shall be reported to the
treasurer in such detail and form as to allow him to comply fully with this article. An independent
expenditure shall be reported pursuant to § 24.2-945.2 in lieu of being reported to the political party
committee's treasurer.

C. It shall be unlawful for any political party committee, its treasurer, or any person receiving con-
tributions or making expenditures on the committee's behalf or in relation to the committee, to fail to
report every contribution and expenditure as required by this article.

D. No political party committee treasurer or other individual shall pay any expense on behalf of the
committee, directly or indirectly, except by a check or electronic debit drawn on such designated
depository identifying the name of the political party committee. However, a treasurer or other author-
ized officer of the political party committee may be reimbursed, by a check or electronic debit drawn on
the designated depository, for the payment of expenses (i) paid by him by cash, check or electronic
debit, or credit card, (ii) made on behalf of the party committee, and (iii) fully documented by complete
records of the expenditure, maintained as required by this chapter, and including receipts identifying
the nature of the expenses and the names and addresses of each person paid by the recipient of the
reimbursement.

E. A treasurer of a political party committee (i) may establish a petty cash fund to be utilized for the pur-
pose of making expenditures or reimbursing verified credit card expenditures of less than $200 if com-
plete records of such expenditures are maintained as required by this chapter and (ii) may transfer
funds from the designated campaign depository to an account or instrument to earn interest on the
funds so long as the transferred funds and earned interest are returned to the designated depository
account, complete records are maintained, and all expenditures are made through the designated
depository account.

2006, cc. 787, 892; 2020, c. 349.

§ 24.2-950.4. Information to be included on campaign finance reports for political party committees.
A. The reports required by this article shall be filed on a form prescribed by the State Board and shall
include all financial activity of the political party committee. All completed forms shall be submitted in
typed, printed, or legibly hand printed format or electronically as provided in § 24.2-946.1. Persons
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submitting the forms shall do so subject to felony penalties for making false statements pursuant to §
24.2-1016.

B. The report of receipts shall include:

1. The total number of contributors, each of whom has contributed an aggregate of $100 or less, includ-
ing cash and in-kind contributions, as of the date of the report, and the total amount of contributions
from all such contributors;

2. For each contributor who has contributed an aggregate of more than $100, including cash and in-
kind contributions, as of the ending date of the report, the political party committee shall itemize each
contributor on the report and list the following information:

a. the name of the contributor, listed alphabetically,

b. the mailing address of the contributor,

c. the amount of the contribution,

d. the aggregate amount of contributions from the contributor to date,

e. the date of the last contribution,

f. the occupation of the contributor,

g. the name of his employer or principal business, and

h. the locality where employed or where his business is located.

For each such contributor, other than an individual, the principal type of business and place of busi-
ness of the contributor shall be substituted for subdivisions f and g, respectively. For each such con-
tributor other than an individual, it shall be sufficient to list the address of the contributor one time on
the report of receipts.

C. Upon transfer of a designated contribution to a designated candidate's campaign committee, the
committee shall provide information to the campaign committee to identify the contributor as provided
by § 24.2-947.4.

D. The report of disbursements shall include all expenditures and give:

1. The name and address of the person paid;

2. A brief description of the purpose of the expenditure;

3. The name of the person contracting for or arranging the expenditure;

4. The amount of the expenditure; and

5. The date of the expenditure.

The report of disbursements shall itemize any expenditure made by credit card payment.
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E. Each report for a political party committee shall list separately those receipts and expenditures
reported to the treasurer or other officer of the committee by any person, campaign committee, or polit-
ical committee pursuant to subsection B of § 24.2-950.3, and in the case of in-kind contributions, shall
set forth in each instance the source of the information reported.

F. The report shall list separately all loans, and for each loan, shall give:

1. The date the loan was made;

2. The name and address of the person making the loan and any person who is a co-borrower, guar-
antor, or endorser of the loan;

3. The amount of the loan;

4. The date and amount of any repayment of the loan; and

5. For any loan or part of a loan that is forgiven by the lender, the amount forgiven listed as both a con-
tribution and loan repayment.

G. The State Board shall provide for a "no activity" report that may be filed for any reporting period in
which the filer has no activity to report.

H. It is the responsibility of the treasurer that the report for the political party committee be filed and that
the report be in full and accurate detail.

2006, cc. 787, 892; 2008, cc. 152, 289.

§ 24.2-950.5. Repealed.
Repealed by Acts 2008, cc. 152 and 289, cl. 2, effective January 1, 2009.

§ 24.2-950.6. Filing schedule for political party committees.
A. Political party committees shall file the prescribed campaign finance reports in accordance with the
applicable provisions of this section. The first filed report shall be complete for the entire period from
the time the committee was organized or contributions were received.

B. The reporting requirements shall continue in effect for each committee until a final report is filed.

C. Political party committees shall file the prescribed campaign finance reports as follows:

1. Not later than April 15 complete from the preceding report through March 31;

2. Not later than July 15 complete from the preceding report through June 30;

3. Not later than October 15 complete from the preceding report through September 30; and

4. Not later than January 15 complete from the preceding report through December 31, and then con-
tinuing in accordance with this subsection until a final report is filed.

1984, c. 480, § 24.1-923; 1991, cc. 9, 709; 1993, cc. 639, 641, § 24.2-923; 1995, c. 785; 2002, cc. 156,
237; 2003, c. 256; 2004, c. 26; 2005, c. 9; 2006, cc. 787, 892.

§ 24.2-950.7. Large dollar reporting requirement for political party committees.
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In addition to the quarterly reports required by § 24.2-950.6, political party committees shall report any
single contribution or loan of $10,000 or more received at any time during the calendar year within
three business days of receipt of the contribution or loan.

1. The report shall be filed on a "large dollar contribution report" form prescribed by the State Board
and shall be filed in writing or electronically in the same manner as the person or committee files its
quarterly disclosure reports.

2. Any contribution or loan reported pursuant to this section shall also be reported on the next sub-
sequent report required under § 24.2-950.6 following receipt of the contribution or loan.

3. For the purposes of this section, political party committees shall report as one contribution multiple
contributions from a single source that have been subdivided into smaller amounts or given through
different bank accounts for the purpose of evading the $10,000 threshold. A political party committee
that receives contributions from affiliated organizations shall not be deemed to be receiving con-
tributions from a single source.

1984, c. 480, § 24.1-923; 1991, cc. 9, 709; 1993, cc. 639, 641, § 24.2-923; 1995, c. 785; 2002, cc. 156,
237; 2003, c. 256; 2004, c. 26; 2005, c. 9; 2006, cc. 787, 892.

§ 24.2-950.8. With whom political party committees file reports.
A. Except as provided in subsection B, a political party committee that is required by this chapter to file
reports with the State Board, and that accepts contributions or makes expenditures in excess of
$10,000 in any calendar year, or that accepted contributions or made expenditures in excess of
$10,000 in the previous calendar year, shall file its reports with the State Board by computer or elec-
tronic means in accordance with the standards approved by the State Board until such time as the
political party committee files a final report. Any political party committee that has been filing elec-
tronically, but does not anticipate accepting contributions or making expenditures in excess of
$10,000 in the upcoming calendar year, may sign a waiver, on a form prescribed by the State Board,
to exempt the committee from the electronic filing requirement for the calendar year. Such waiver form
shall be submitted and received no later than the date the first report is due covering activity for that
calendar year.

B. A county, city, or local district political party committee shall not be required to file by computer or
electronic means if it files its reports with the general registrar of that county or city.

C. Other political party committees required to file reports by this article shall file all campaign finance
reports with the State Board, if filing by electronic means, or with the State Board and the general regis-
trar for its jurisdiction if filing campaign finance reports by nonelectronic means.

1996, c. 687, § 24.2-914.1; 1997, cc. 364, 392; 1998, c. 416; 1999, c. 864; 2000, cc. 511, 555; 2003, c.
242; 2006, cc. 787, 892; 2015, cc. 644, 645.

§ 24.2-950.9. Final report requirement; transfer of surplus funds.
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A. Any political party committee that, after having filed a statement of organization, disbands or determ-
ines it will no longer receive contributions or make expenditures during the calendar year in an aggreg-
ate amount exceeding $200 shall so notify the State Board. A final report shall be filed by the
committee that sets forth (i) all receipts and disbursements not previously reported, (ii) an accounting
of the retirement of all debts, and (iii) the disposition of the committee's surplus funds. This final report
shall include a termination statement, signed by the treasurer or other principal officer listed on the
statement of organization, that all reporting for the committee is complete and final.

B. Amounts received by a political party committee as contributions may be disposed of only by one or
any combination of the following: (i) transferring the excess to an affiliated organization of the com-
mittee; (ii) returning the excess to a contributor in an amount not to exceed the contributor's original
contribution; (iii) donating the excess to any organization described in § 170(c) of the Internal Rev-
enue Code; (iv) contributing the excess to one or more candidates or to any political committee that
has filed a statement of organization pursuant to this chapter; (v) contributing the excess to any polit-
ical party committee; and (vi) defraying any ordinary, nonreimbursed expense related to the political
party committee. It shall be unlawful for any person to convert any contributed moneys, securities, or
like intangible personal property to his personal use or to the use of a member of the "immediate fam-
ily," as that term is defined in § 30-101, of the committee's treasurer or chief executive.

1990, c. 931, § 24.1-258.1; 1993, c. 641, § 24.2-921; 2004, c. 457; 2006, cc. 787, 892; 2009, c. 231.

Article 6 - REFERENDUM COMMITTEES

§ 24.2-951. Referendum committee election cycle; political advertisement requirements.
A. The referendum committee's election cycle shall be deemed to begin on the date that the ref-
erendum committee first organizes for the referendum through December 31 immediately following the
referendum.

B. The provisions of Chapter 9.5 (§ 24.2-955 et seq.) shall not be applicable to referendum com-
mittees subject to the provisions of this article.

2003, c. 257, § 24.2-910.1; 2005, c. 745; 2006, cc. 787, 892.

§ 24.2-951.1. Statement of organization for a referendum committee.
A. Any referendum committee subject to the provisions of this article shall file with the State Board a
statement of organization within 10 days after its organization, or if later, within 10 days after the date
on which it has information that causes the committee to anticipate it will receive contributions or make
expenditures in excess of the pertinent amounts stated in the definition of referendum committee in §
24.2-945.1. Any change in information previously submitted in a statement of organization shall be
reported to the State Board within 10 days following the change.

B. The statement of organization for a referendum committee shall include:

1. The name of the referendum committee and its address in the Commonwealth;

2. The names, addresses, and relationships of affiliated or connected organizations;

http://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/30-101/
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?041+ful+CHAP0457
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?061+ful+CHAP0787
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?061+ful+CHAP0892
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?091+ful+CHAP0231
http://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/24.2-955/
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?031+ful+CHAP0257
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?051+ful+CHAP0745
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?061+ful+CHAP0787
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?061+ful+CHAP0892
http://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/24.2-945.1/


3. The area, scope, or jurisdiction of the committee;

4. The name and business address of the treasurer and his residence address in the Commonwealth
who shall be deemed the agent of the referendum committee for the purpose of service of process on
the referendum committee;

5. The name, business address, and position of the custodian of the books and accounts who works
under the direction of the treasurer, and the address in the Commonwealth where the books are main-
tained;

6. The subject of the referendum, the date and location of the election, and a statement whether the
committee is promoting or opposing the referendum question;

7. The designated depository to be used for the receipt and holding of funds and contributions
received by the referendum committee, in an account in a financial institution within the Com-
monwealth; and

8. Such other information as shall be required by the State Board except that the account number for
the designated depository account shall not be required.

2003, c. 257, § 24.2-910.1; 2005, c. 745; 2006, cc. 787, 892.

§ 24.2-951.2. Referendum committee treasurer requirements and responsibilities.
A. The treasurer shall keep detailed and accurate accounts of all contributions turned over to and
expenditures made by the referendum committee, the treasurer, or other officer on behalf of the ref-
erendum committee, or reported to the treasurer pursuant to this article. Such account shall set forth
the date of the contribution or expenditure, its amount or value, the name and address of the person or
committee making the contribution or to whom the expenditure was made, and the object or purpose
of the contribution or expenditure.

Such books and records may be destroyed or discarded at any time after (i) one year from the date of
filing the final report required by § 24.2-951.9 or (ii) a period of three years, whichever first occurs,
unless a court of competent jurisdiction shall order their retention for a longer period.

B. All contributions and expenditures received or made by any referendum committee, or received or
made on its behalf or in relation to the committee by any person, except independent expenditures,
shall be paid over or delivered to the referendum committee's treasurer or shall be reported to the
treasurer in such detail and form as to allow him to comply fully with this article. An independent
expenditure shall be reported pursuant to § 24.2-945.2 in lieu of being reported to the referendum com-
mittee's treasurer.

C. It shall be unlawful for any referendum committee, its treasurer, or any person receiving con-
tributions or making expenditures on the committee's behalf or in relation to the committee, to fail to
report every contribution and expenditure as required by this article.
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D. No referendum committee treasurer or other individual shall pay any expense on behalf of the com-
mittee, directly or indirectly, except by a check or electronic debit drawn on such designated depos-
itory identifying the name of the referendum committee. However, a treasurer or other authorized
officer of the referendum committee may be reimbursed, by a check or electronic debit drawn on the
designated depository, for the payment of expenses (i) paid by him by cash, check or electronic debit,
or credit card, (ii) made on behalf of the committee, and (iii) fully documented by complete records of
the expenditure, maintained as required by this chapter, and including receipts identifying the nature
of the expenses and the names and addresses of each person paid by the recipient of the reim-
bursement.

E. A treasurer of a referendum committee (i) may establish a petty cash fund to be utilized for the pur-
pose of making expenditures or reimbursing verified credit card expenditures of less than $200 if com-
plete records of such expenditures are maintained as required by this chapter and (ii) may transfer
funds from the designated campaign depository to an account or instrument to earn interest on the
funds so long as the transferred funds and earned interest are returned to the designated depository
account, complete records are maintained, and all expenditures are made through the designated
depository account.

2003, c. 257, § 24.2-910.1; 2005, c. 745; 2006, cc. 787, 892; 2020, c. 349.

§ 24.2-951.3. Information to be included on campaign finance reports for referendum committees.
A. The reports required by this article shall be filed on a form prescribed by the State Board and shall
include all financial activity of the referendum committee. All completed forms shall be submitted in
typed, printed, or legibly hand printed format or electronically as provided in § 24.2-946.1. Persons
submitting the forms shall do so subject to felony penalties for making false statements pursuant to §
24.2-1016.

B. The report of receipts shall include:

1. The total number of contributors, each of whom has contributed an aggregate of $100 or less, includ-
ing cash and in-kind contributions, as of the date of the report, and the total amount of contributions
from all such contributors;

2. For each contributor who has contributed an aggregate of more than $100, including cash and in-
kind contributions, as of the ending date of the report, the referendum committee shall itemize each
contributor on the report and list the following information:

a. the name of the contributor, listed alphabetically,

b. the mailing address of the contributor,

c. the amount of the contribution,

d. the aggregate amount of contributions from the contributor to date,

e. the date of the last contribution,

f. the occupation of the contributor,
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g. the name of his employer or principal business, and

h. the locality where employed or where his business is located.

For each such contributor, other than an individual, the principal type of business and place of busi-
ness of the contributor shall be substituted for subdivisions f and g, respectively. For each such con-
tributor other than an individual, it shall be sufficient to list the address of the contributor one time on
the report of receipts.

C. The report of disbursements shall include all expenditures and give:

1. The name and address of the person paid;

2. A brief description of the purpose of the expenditure;

3. The name of the person contracting for or arranging the expenditure;

4. The amount of the expenditure; and

5. The date of the expenditure.

The report of disbursements shall itemize any expenditure made by credit card payment.

D. Each report for a referendum committee shall list separately those receipts and expenditures repor-
ted to the treasurer or other officer of the committee by any person, campaign committee, or political
committee, pursuant to subsection B of § 24.2-951.2 and, in the case of in-kind contributions, shall set
forth in each instance the source of the information reported.

E. The report shall list separately all loans and, for each loan, shall give:

1. The date the loan was made;

2. The name and address of the person making the loan and any person who is a co-borrower, guar-
antor, or endorser of the loan;

3. The amount of the loan;

4. The date and amount of any repayment of the loan; and

5. For any loan or part of a loan that is forgiven by the lender, the amount forgiven listed as both a con-
tribution and loan repayment.

F. The State Board shall provide for a "no activity" report that may be filed for any reporting period in
which the filer has no activity to report.

G. It is the responsibility of the treasurer that the report for the referendum committee be filed and that
the report be in full and accurate detail.

1970, c. 462, § 24.1-258; 1971, Ex. Sess., c. 247; 1972, c. 620; 1975, c. 515; 1976, c. 616; 1978, c.
381; 1983, c. 119; 1990, c. 156; 1993, cc. 341, 641, § 24.2-914; 1997, cc. 364, 392; 1999, c. 864;
2000, c. 304; 2001, cc. 618, 810; 2002, c. 468; 2003, cc. 248, 257, § 24.2-910.1; 2005, c. 745; 2006,
cc. 787, 892.
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§ 24.2-951.4. Filing schedule for referendum committees for referendums to be decided at Novem-
ber elections.
A. A referendum committee supporting or opposing a question on the ballot in a November election
shall file the prescribed campaign finance reports as follows:

1. Not later than July 15 in any year in which the referendum is not on the ballot for the period January
1 through June 30;

2. Not later than January 15 in any year in which the referendum is not on the ballot for the period July
1 through December 31;

3. In an election year, not later than April 15 for the period January 1 through March 31 and pursuant to
subdivisions 4 through 9 of this section;

4. Not later than the eighth day before the primary date complete through the thirteenth day before the
primary date;

5. Not later than July 15 complete through June 30;

6. Not later than September 15 complete through August 31;

7. Not later than October 15 complete through September 30;

8. Not later than the eighth day before the November election date complete through the thirteenth day
before the election date;

9. Not later than the thirtieth day after the November election date complete through the twenty-third
day after the election date; and

10. Not later than January 15 following an election year complete through December 31.

B. A referendum committee may either (i) file a final report within six months after the referendum is
held or (ii) continue as a political action committee more than six months after the referendum is held,
provided that the committee submits an amended statement of organization to the State Board redes-
ignating the committee as a political action committee and complies with the requirements for political
action committees in Article 4 of this chapter including the reporting schedule set forth in § 24.2-949.6.

2003, c. 257, § 24.2-910.1; 2005, c. 745; 2006, cc. 787, 892.

§ 24.2-951.5. Filing schedule for referendum committees for referendums to be decided at May gen-
eral elections.
A. A referendum committee supporting or opposing a question on the ballot at a May election shall file
the prescribed campaign finance reports as follows:

1. Not later than the eighth day before the election date complete through the eleventh day before the
election date;

2. Not later than June 15 of the election year complete through June 10; and

3. Not later than July 15 of the election year complete through June 30.
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B. A referendum committee may either (i) file a final report within six months after the referendum is
held or (ii) continue as a political action committee more than six months after the referendum is held,
provided that the committee submits an amended statement of organization to the State Board redes-
ignating the committee as a political action committee and complies with the requirements for political
action committees in Article 4 of this chapter including the reporting schedule set forth in § 24.2-949.6.

2003, c. 257, § 24.2-910.1; 2005, c. 745; 2006, cc. 787, 892.

§ 24.2-951.6. Filing schedule for referendum committees for referendums to be decided at special
elections.
A. A referendum committee supporting or opposing a question on the ballot at a special election shall
file the prescribed campaign finance reports as follows:

1. A report not later than the eighth day before the special election date complete through the eleventh
day before that date; and

2. A postelection report no later than the thirtieth day after the election.

B. A referendum committee may either (i) file a final report within six months after the referendum is
held or (ii) continue as a political action committee more than six months after the referendum is held,
provided that the committee submits an amended statement of organization to the State Board redes-
ignating the committee as a political action committee and complies with the requirements for political
action committees in Article 4 of this chapter including the reporting schedule set forth in § 24.2-949.6.

2003, c. 257, § 24.2-910.1; 2005, c. 745; 2006, cc. 787, 892.

§ 24.2-951.7. Large dollar contribution reporting requirement for referendum committees.
In addition to the reports required by §§ 24.2-951.4, 24.2-951.5 and 24.2-951.6, referendum com-
mittees shall report any single contribution or loan of $10,000 or more received at any time during the
calendar year within three business days of receipt of the contribution or loan.

1. The report shall be filed on a "large dollar contribution report" form prescribed by the State Board
and shall be filed in writing or electronically in the same manner as the person or committee files its
quarterly disclosure reports.

2. Any contribution or loan reported pursuant to this section shall also be reported on the next sub-
sequent report required under this article following receipt of the contribution or loan.

3. For the purposes of this section, referendum committees shall report as one contribution multiple
contributions from a single source that have been subdivided into smaller amounts or given through
different bank accounts for the purpose of evading the $10,000 threshold.

4. A referendum committee that receives contributions from affiliated organizations shall not be
deemed to be receiving contributions from a single source.

2003, c. 257, § 24.2-910.1; 2005, c. 745; 2006, cc. 787, 892.

§ 24.2-951.8. With whom referendum committees file reports; electronic filing requirement.
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A. Referendum committees required to file statements or reports by this article shall file all reports with
the State Board.

B. A referendum committee that is required by this chapter to file reports with the State Board, and that
accepts contributions or makes expenditures in excess of $10,000 in any calendar year, or that accep-
ted contributions or made expenditures in excess of $10,000 in the previous calendar year, shall file
its reports with the State Board by computer or electronic means in accordance with the standards
approved by the State Board until such time as the referendum committee files a final report or until
subject to the provisions of subsection B of § 24.2-951.1.

C. Any referendum committee that has been filing electronically, but does not anticipate accepting con-
tributions or making expenditures in excess of $10,000 in the upcoming calendar year, may sign a
waiver, on a form prescribed by the State Board, to exempt the committee from the electronic filing
requirement for the calendar year. Such waiver form shall be submitted and received no later than the
date the first report is due covering activity for that calendar year.

1996, c. 687, § 24.2-914.1; 1997, cc. 364, 392; 1998, c. 416; 1999, c. 864; 2000, cc. 511, 555; 2003,
cc. 242, 257, § 24.2-910.1; 2005, c. 745; 2006, cc. 787, 892.

§ 24.2-951.9. Final report requirement; disbursement of surplus funds.
A. Any referendum committee that disbands after having filed a statement of organization shall so
notify the State Board. A final report shall be filed by the committee that sets forth (i) all receipts and
disbursements not previously reported, (ii) an accounting of the retirement of all debts, and (iii) the dis-
position of the committee's surplus funds. This final report shall include a termination statement,
signed by the treasurer or other principal officer listed on the statement of organization, that all report-
ing for the committee is complete and final.

B. Amounts received by a referendum committee as contributions may be disposed of only by one or
any combination of the following: (i) transferring the excess to an affiliated organization of the com-
mittee; (ii) returning the excess to a contributor in an amount not to exceed the contributor's original
contribution; (iii) donating the excess to any organization described in § 170(c) of the Internal Rev-
enue Code; (iv) contributing the excess to one or more candidates or to any political committee that
has filed a statement of organization pursuant to this chapter; (v) contributing the excess to any polit-
ical committee; and (vi) defraying any ordinary, nonreimbursed expense related to the referendum
committee. It shall be unlawful for any person to convert any contributed moneys, securities, or like
intangible personal property to his personal use or to the use of a member of the "immediate family,"
as that term is defined in § 30-101, of the committee's treasurer or chief executive.

1990, c. 931, § 24.1-258.1; 1993, c. 641, § 24.2-921; 2003, c. 257, § 24.2-910.1; 2004, c. 457; 2005, c.
745; 2006, cc. 787, 892; 2009, c. 231.

Article 7 - INAUGURAL COMMITTEES

§ 24.2-952. General provisions.
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Any inaugural committee shall maintain all inaugural funds in a separate account and in such detail
and form as to allow full compliance with this chapter. A candidate's campaign committee shall not
serve as an inaugural fund committee.

1991, cc. 474, 709, § 24.1-254.3; 1993, c. 641, § 24.2-913; 2006, cc. 787, 892.

§ 24.2-952.1. Statement of organization for an inaugural committee.
Each inaugural committee shall file with the State Board a statement of organization within 10 days
after its organization. Any change in information previously submitted in a statement of organization
shall be reported to the State Board within 10 days following the change.

The statement of organization shall include:

1. The name of the committee and its address in the Commonwealth;

2. The name and business address of the treasurer and his residence address in the Commonwealth
who shall be deemed the agent of the inaugural committee for the purpose of service of process on
the inaugural committee;

3. The name, residence address in the Commonwealth, business address, and position of the cus-
todian of the books and accounts who works under the direction of the treasurer and the address
where the books are maintained, if different from the business address of the custodian of the books
and accounts;

4. The name and residence address of the elected official for whose inauguration the committee is
organized;

5. The designated depository to be used for the receipt and holding of funds and contributions
received by the committee, in an account in a financial institution within the Commonwealth; and

6. Such other information as shall be required by the State Board except that the account number for
the designated depository account shall not be required.

1991, cc. 474, 709, § 24.1-254.3; 1993, c. 641, § 24.2-913; 2006, cc. 787, 892.

§ 24.2-952.2. Inaugural committee treasurer requirements and responsibilities.
A. The treasurer shall keep detailed and accurate accounts of all contributions turned over to and
expenditures made by the committee, the treasurer, or other officer on behalf of the inaugural com-
mittee, or reported to the treasurer pursuant to this article. Such account shall set forth the date of the
contribution or expenditure, its amount or value, the name and address of the person or committee
making the contribution or to whom the expenditure was made, and the object or purpose of the con-
tribution or expenditure.

Such books and records may be destroyed or discarded at any time after (i) one year from the date of
filing the final report required by § 24.2-952.7 or (ii) a period of three years, whichever first occurs,
unless a court of competent jurisdiction shall order their retention for a longer period.
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B. All contributions and expenditures received or made by any inaugural committee, or received or
made on its behalf or in relation to the committee by any person, except independent expenditures,
shall be paid over or delivered to the inaugural committee's treasurer or shall be reported to the treas-
urer in such detail and form as to allow him to comply fully with this article. An independent expendit-
ure shall be reported pursuant to § 24.2-945.2 in lieu of being reported to the inaugural committee's
treasurer.

C. It shall be unlawful for any inaugural committee, its treasurer, or any person receiving contributions
or making expenditures on the committee's behalf or in relation to the committee, to fail to report every
contribution and expenditure as required by this article.

D. No inaugural committee treasurer or other individual shall pay any expense on behalf of the com-
mittee, directly or indirectly, except by a check or electronic debit drawn on such designated depos-
itory identifying the name of the inaugural committee. However, a treasurer or other authorized officer
of the inaugural committee may be reimbursed, by a check or electronic debit drawn on the des-
ignated depository, for the payment of expenses (i) paid by him by cash, check or electronic debit, or
credit card, (ii) made on behalf of the committee, and (iii) fully documented by complete records of the
expenditure, maintained as required by this article, and including receipts identifying the nature of the
expenses and the names and addresses of each person paid by the recipient of the reimbursement.

E. A treasurer of an inaugural committee (i) may establish a petty cash fund to be utilized for the pur-
pose of making expenditures or reimbursing verified credit card expenditures of less than $200 if com-
plete records of such expenditures are maintained as required by this chapter and (ii) may transfer
funds from the designated campaign depository to an account or instrument to earn interest on the
funds so long as the transferred funds and earned interest are returned to the designated depository
account, complete records are maintained, and all expenditures are made through the designated
depository account.

1991, cc. 474, 709, § 24.1-254.3; 1993, c. 641, § 24.2-913; 2006, cc. 787, 892; 2020, c. 349.

§ 24.2-952.3. Information to be included on campaign finance reports for inaugural committees.
A. The reports required by this article shall be filed on a form prescribed by the State Board and shall
include all financial activity of the inaugural committee. All completed forms shall be submitted in
typed, printed, or legibly hand printed format or electronically as provided in § 24.2-946.1. Persons
submitting the forms shall do so subject to felony penalties for making false statements pursuant to §
24.2-1016.

B. The report of receipts shall include:

1. The total number of contributors, each of whom has contributed an aggregate of $100 or less, includ-
ing cash and in-kind contributions, as of the date of the report, and the total amount of contributions
from all such contributors;
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2. For each contributor who has contributed an aggregate of more than $100, including cash and in-
kind contributions, as of the ending date of the report, the campaign committee shall itemize each con-
tributor on the report and list the following information:

a. the name of the contributor, listed alphabetically,

b. the mailing address of the contributor,

c. the amount of the contribution,

d. the aggregate amount of contributions from the contributor to date,

e. the date of the last contribution,

f. the occupation of the contributor,

g. the name of his employer or principal business, and

h. the locality where employed or where his business is located.

For each such contributor, other than an individual, the principal type of business and place of busi-
ness of the contributor shall be substituted for subdivisions f and g, respectively. For each such con-
tributor other than an individual, it shall be sufficient to list the address of the contributor one time on
the report of receipts.

C. The report of disbursements shall include all expenditures and give:

1. The name and address of the person paid;

2. A brief description of the purpose of the expenditure;

3. The name of the person contracting for or arranging the expenditure;

4. The amount of the expenditure; and

5. The date of the expenditure.

The report of disbursements shall itemize any expenditure made by credit card payment.

D. Each report for an inaugural committee shall list separately those receipts and expenditures repor-
ted to the treasurer or other officer of the committee by any person, candidate campaign committee,
political committee, pursuant to subsection B of § 24.2-952.2, and in the case of in-kind contributions,
shall set forth in each instance the source of the information reported.

E. The report shall list separately all loans, and for each loan, shall give:

1. The date the loan was made;

2. The name and address of the person making the loan and any person who is a co-borrower, guar-
antor, or endorser of the loan;

3. The amount of the loan;

4. The date and amount of any repayment of the loan; and

http://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/24.2-952.2/


5. For any loan or part of a loan that is forgiven by the lender, the amount forgiven listed as both a con-
tribution and loan repayment.

F. The State Board shall provide for a "no activity" report that may be filed for any reporting period in
which the filer has no activity to report.

G. It is the responsibility of the treasurer that the report for the inaugural committee be filed and that the
report be in full and accurate detail.

1970, c. 462, § 24.1-258; 1971, Ex. Sess., c. 247; 1972, c. 620; 1975, c. 515; 1976, c. 616; 1978, c.
381; 1983, c. 119; 1990, c. 156; 1991, cc. 474, 709, § 24.1-254.3; 1993, cc. 341, 641, §§ 24.2-913,
24.2-914; 1997, cc. 364, 392; 1999, c. 864; 2000, c. 304; 2001, cc. 618, 810; 2002, c. 468; 2003, c.
248; 2006, cc. 787, 892.

§ 24.2-952.4. Filing schedule for inaugural committees.
An inaugural committee shall file the prescribed reports of contributions and expenditures as follows:

1. Not later than March 15 immediately following the inauguration for all contributions and expendit-
ures made prior to the preceding March 1;

2. Not later than July 15 of the inauguration year complete through June 30;

3. Not later than the following January 15 complete through December 31; and

4. Not later than January 15 complete through December 31 and annually thereafter until a final report
is filed.

1991, cc. 474, 709, §§ 24.1-254.3, 24.1-924; 1993, c. 641, §§ 24.2-913, 24.2-924; 2006, cc. 787, 892.

§ 24.2-952.5. Large dollar contribution reporting requirement for inaugural committees.
In addition to the reports required by § 24.2-952.4, inaugural committees shall report any single con-
tribution or loan of $10,000 or more received at any time during the calendar year within three busi-
ness days of receipt of the contribution or loan.

1. The report shall be filed on a "large dollar contribution report" form prescribed by the State Board
and shall be filed in writing or electronically in the same manner as the committee files its quarterly dis-
closure reports.

2. Any contribution or loan reported pursuant to this section shall also be reported on the next sub-
sequent report required under § 24.2-952.4 following receipt of the contribution or loan.

3. For the purposes of this section, inaugural committees shall report as one contribution multiple con-
tributions from a single source that have been subdivided into smaller amounts or given through dif-
ferent bank accounts for the purpose of evading the $10,000 threshold.

4. An inaugural committee that receives contributions from affiliated organizations shall not be
deemed to be receiving contributions from a single source.
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1984, c. 480, § 24.1-923; 1991, cc. 9, 474, 709, § 24.1-254.3; 1993, cc. 639, 641, § 24.2-913, 24.2-
923; 1995, c. 785; 2002, cc. 156, 237; 2003, c. 256; 2004, c. 26; 2005, c. 9; 2006, cc. 787, 892.

§ 24.2-952.6. With whom inaugural committees file reports; electronic filing requirement.
A. Inaugural committees required to file reports by this chapter shall file all campaign finance reports
with the State Board.

B. An inaugural committee that is required by this chapter to file reports with the State Board, and that
accepts contributions or makes expenditures in excess of $10,000 in any calendar year, or that accep-
ted contributions or made expenditures in excess of $10,000 in the previous calendar year, shall file
its reports with the State Board by computer or electronic means in accordance with the standards
approved by the State Board until such time as the committee files a final report.

C. Any inaugural committee that has been filing electronically, but does not anticipate accepting con-
tributions or making expenditures in excess of $10,000 in the upcoming calendar year, may sign a
waiver, on a form prescribed by the State Board, to exempt the committee from the electronic filing
requirement for the calendar year. Such waiver form shall be submitted and received no later than the
date the first report is due covering activity for that calendar year.

1984, c. 480, § 24.1-923; 1991, cc. 9, 474, 709, § 24.1-254.3; 1993, cc. 639, 641, §§ 24.2-913, 24.2-
923; 1995, c. 785; 1996, c. 687, § 24.2-914.1; 1997, cc. 364, 392; 1998, c. 416; 1999, c. 864; 2000, cc.
511, 555; 2002, cc. 156, 237; 2003, cc. 242, 256; 2004, c. 26; 2005, c. 9; 2006, cc. 787, 892.

§ 24.2-952.7. Final report requirement; disbursement of surplus funds.
A. Any inaugural committee that, after having filed a statement of organization, disbands shall so notify
the State Board. A final report shall be filed by the committee that sets forth (i) all receipts and dis-
bursements not previously reported, (ii) an accounting of the retirement of all debts, and (iii) the dis-
position of the committee's surplus funds. This final report shall include a termination statement,
signed by the treasurer or other principal officer listed on the statement of organization, that all report-
ing for the committee is complete and final.

B. It shall be unlawful for any person to disburse any funds or receipts of an inaugural committee
which are in excess of the amount necessary to defray expenditures for inaugural activities other than
by one or any combination of the following: (i) returning the excess to a contributor in an amount not to
exceed the contributor's original contribution or (ii) making one or more charitable contributions as
defined in § 170(c) of the Internal Revenue Code. It shall be unlawful for any person to convert any
contributed moneys, securities, or like intangible personal property to his personal use or to the use of
a member of the "immediate family," as that term is defined in § 30-101, of the committee's treasurer or
chief executive.

1990, c. 931, § 24.1-258.1; 1991, cc. 474, 709, §§ 24.1-924, 24.1-254.3; 1993, c. 641, §§ 24.2-913,
24.2-921, 24.2-925; 1994, c. 607; 2004, c. 457; 2006, cc. 787, 892; 2007, c. 622; 2009, c. 231.

http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?951+ful+CHAP0785
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?021+ful+CHAP0156
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?021+ful+CHAP0237
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?031+ful+CHAP0256
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?041+ful+CHAP0026
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?051+ful+CHAP0009
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?061+ful+CHAP0787
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?061+ful+CHAP0892
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?951+ful+CHAP0785
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?961+ful+CHAP0687
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?971+ful+CHAP0364
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?971+ful+CHAP0392
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?981+ful+CHAP0416
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?991+ful+CHAP0864
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?001+ful+CHAP0511
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?001+ful+CHAP0555
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?021+ful+CHAP0156
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?021+ful+CHAP0237
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?031+ful+CHAP0242
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?031+ful+CHAP0256
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?041+ful+CHAP0026
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?051+ful+CHAP0009
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?061+ful+CHAP0787
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?061+ful+CHAP0892
http://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/30-101/
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?941+ful+CHAP0607
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?041+ful+CHAP0457
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?061+ful+CHAP0787
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?061+ful+CHAP0892
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?071+ful+CHAP0622
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?091+ful+CHAP0231


Article 8 - PENALTIES

§ 24.2-953. General provisions.
A. The procedures to enforce the provisions of this article are found in § 24.2-946.3.

B. Either the failure to file any statement or report or the late filing of any statement or report required
by this chapter shall constitute a violation of this chapter subject to the penalties provided in this art-
icle.

C. Any person who violates, or aids, abets, or participates in the violation of, this chapter shall be sub-
ject to a civil penalty not to exceed $100, unless a greater penalty is imposed by this article.

D. In the case of a willful violation, the violator shall be guilty of a Class 1 misdemeanor. There shall
be a rebuttable presumption that the violation of this chapter was willful if the violation is based on a
person's failure to file a report required by this chapter and his failure to file continues for more than 60
days following his actual receipt of written notice of his failure to file sent to him by certified mail, return
receipt requested, by the State Board or a general registrar. Such notice shall be sent to the most
recent mailing address provided by the candidate or committee.

E. In the case of a failure to file a required statement or report by the specified deadline, the length of
the delinquency shall be a factor in determining the amount of the civil penalty assessed.

F. The statute of limitations applicable to a violation of this chapter is stated in § 19.2-8.

G. The requirements of this chapter for the filing of timely and complete statements and reports by any
candidate campaign committee or political committee shall at all times remain in full force and effect
and shall not be vacated, suspended, or modified as the result of any pending or completed criminal
or civil investigation of the candidate campaign committee, the political committee, or any individual
participant in the committee.

1975, c. 515, § 24.1-262; 1990, c. 976; 1991, c. 709; 1993, c. 641, § 24.2-929; 1994, c. 752; 1995, c.
785; 2000, cc. 511, 555; 2001, cc. 620, 635, 648; 2004, cc. 457, 480; 2005, cc. 9, 371, 676, 745; 2006,
cc. 787, 892; 2012, c. 298; 2015, cc. 644, 645.

§ 24.2-953.1. Failure to file the required reports.
A. In the case of a failure to file the statement of organization for a candidate campaign committee or
political c committee required by this chapter, there shall be a civil penalty not to exceed $500.

B. In the case of the failure to file a required report, the candidate campaign committee or political com-
mittee shall be assessed a civil penalty not to exceed $500. In the case of the failure to file a report
required pursuant to subsection D or E of § 24.2-949.6, the political action committee shall be
assessed a civil penalty not to exceed $500. In the case of a second or any subsequent such violation
pertaining to one election cycle, the candidate campaign committee or political committee shall be
assessed a civil penalty of $1,000 for each such failure to file.
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C. In the case of a failure to file the report of any large pre-election contribution required by § 24.2-
947.9 or 24.2-949.7:1 or a report required pursuant to subsection D or E of § 24.2-949.6, there shall be
a rebuttable presumption that the violation was willful.

2006, cc. 787, 892; 2008, c. 547; 2010, c. 696; 2023, c. 764.

§ 24.2-953.2. Late filing of required reports.
A. In the case of the late filing of the statement of organization required by this chapter for a candidate
campaign committee or political committee, there shall be a civil penalty not to exceed $500.

B. In the case of a late filing of a required report, the candidate campaign committee or political com-
mittee shall be assessed a civil penalty not to exceed $500. In the case of a second or any sub-
sequent such violation pertaining to one election cycle, the candidate campaign committee or political
committee shall be assessed a civil penalty of $1,000 for each such late filing.

2006, cc. 787, 892.

§ 24.2-953.3. Incomplete reports.
A. In the case of a violation of this chapter that relates to the filing of an incomplete report, the violator
shall be subject to a civil penalty not to exceed $500 unless a greater penalty is imposed pursuant to
this section. However the civil penalty shall in no case exceed $500 unless the total of the filer's report-
able contributions or the total of the filer's reportable expenditures is $10,000 or more.

B. Prior to assessing a penalty pursuant to this section for the filing of an incomplete report, the Com-
missioner of Elections or the general registrar shall notify, by certified mail, the candidate and treas-
urer, or person or political committee required to file a report with that board, that a filed report has not
been completed, citing the omissions from the report. No penalty shall be assessed if the information
required to complete the report is filed within 10 days of the date of mailing the written notice.

C. If the information required to complete the report is not filed within the 10-day period, the Com-
missioner of Elections or the general registrar shall then assess against the candidate and treasurer,
who shall be jointly and severally liable, or person or political committee required to file a report, a civil
penalty not to exceed $500. The Commissioner of Elections or the general registrar shall consider the
following factors in determining the civil penalty assessed: the number of omissions, the amount of
money involved, and the proportion of contributions or expenditures containing omissions.

D. The Commissioner of Elections or the general registrar may grant an additional period for com-
pliance, not to exceed two weeks, to permit the completion of a filed report for good cause shown and
in response to a request filed within the 10-day period. However, no additional period shall be granted
thereafter for compliance.

E. The civil penalty assessed for filing an incomplete report shall be increased by $500 every 60 days
following the date for compliance established pursuant to this section and until compliance is com-
plete. If the failure to comply continues for more than 120 days following the date for compliances
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established pursuant to this section, there shall be a rebuttable presumption that the violation was will-
ful, and the matter shall be forwarded to the appropriate attorney for the Commonwealth.

F. The civil penalty assessed for filing any subsequent incomplete report (i) that is filed more than 20
days after notice has been given of a violation or (ii) that is filed during the 60 days prior to the elec-
tions for which the person is a candidate shall be $1,000.

G. The State Board shall notify the public through its official Internet website of a failure to file a com-
plete report by a candidate for statewide office or the General Assembly and the identity of the violator
following the date for compliance established pursuant to this section.

2006, cc. 787, 892; 2013, c. 542; 2015, cc. 644, 645.

§ 24.2-953.4. Additional civil penalties for late and incomplete filings for statewide campaigns.
A. In addition to the penalties provided in §§ 24.2-953.1, 24.2-953.2, and 24.2-953.3, any candidate for
statewide office, and his campaign treasurer, who fails to file any report required in Article 3 (§ 24.2-
947 et seq.) in a timely manner or files an incomplete report may be assessed a civil penalty by the
Commissioner of Elections pursuant to this section.

B. Prior to assessing a penalty pursuant to this section, the Commissioner shall notify, within 14 days
of the deadline for the required report, the candidate and treasurer in writing that a report has not been
filed or that a filed report has not been completed, citing the omissions from the report. No penalty
shall be assessed pursuant to this section if the report or information required to complete the report is
filed within seven days of the date of mailing the written notice.

C. If the report or information required to complete the report is not filed within the seven-day period,
the Commissioner shall assess against the candidate and treasurer, who shall be jointly and severally
liable, a civil penalty of $500 for each day that the violation continues on and after the eighth day fol-
lowing the date of mailing the written notice. The Commissioner may grant an additional period for
compliance, not to exceed two weeks, for good cause shown and in response to a request filed within
the seven-day period. However, no additional period shall be granted for compliance with the require-
ment under subdivision A 8 of § 24.2-947.6 to file a report not later than the eighth day before the elec-
tion. The State Board shall notify the public through its official Internet website of the violation and
identity of the violator.

D. If requested by the Commissioner, the attorney for the Commonwealth of the City of Richmond shall
assist the Commissioner in collecting the civil penalty.

E. Any candidate or treasurer aggrieved by the assessment pursuant to this section shall have a right
to the direct review of the assessment by a court of competent jurisdiction as provided in the Admin-
istrative Process Act (§ 2.2-4000 et seq.). The provisions of the Act shall not apply, however, to the
assessment of civil penalties by the Commissioner pursuant to this section.

F. Civil penalties collected pursuant to this section shall be payable to the State Treasurer for deposit
to the general fund.
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1991, c. 548, § 24.1-263.1; 1993, c. 641, § 24.2-930; 2001, c. 620; 2005, c. 371; 2006, cc. 787, 892;
2013, c. 542.

§ 24.2-953.5. Additional penalties related to federal political action or out-of-state political com-
mittees.
A. Acceptance of contributions of $10,000 or more in the aggregate in any calendar year from an unre-
gistered federal political action committee or out-of-state political committee shall result in a civil pen-
alty equal to the amount of the contributions made to a candidate campaign committee or political
committee.

B. The provisions of this subsection are applicable regardless of the assessment of a civil penalty pur-
suant to subsection A. The failure of any federal political action committee or out-of-state political com-
mittee to comply with the provisions of § 24.2-949.2, 24.2-949.10, 24.2-949.11, or 24.2-949.12 shall
result in a civil penalty not to exceed the amount of the contribution made to a candidate campaign
committee or political committee.

C. The State Board of Elections shall institute proceedings pursuant to § 24.2-104 against any com-
mittee that fails to comply with the provisions of § 24.2-947.3:1, 24.2-949.2, 24.2-949.10, 24.2-949.11,
24.2-949.12, or 24.2-949.13 and, after notice by the State Board, continues for more than five days to
remain noncompliant.

2006, cc. 771, 805, § 24.2-930.1.

Chapter 9.4 - CAMPAIGN FUNDRAISING; LEGISLATIVE SESSIONS

§ 24.2-954. Campaign fundraising; legislative sessions; penalties.
A. No member of the General Assembly or statewide official and no campaign committee of a member
of the General Assembly or statewide official shall solicit or accept a contribution for the campaign
committee of any member of the General Assembly or statewide official, or for any political committee,
from any person or political committee on and after the first day of a regular session of the General
Assembly through adjournment sine die of that session.

B. No person or political committee shall make or promise to make a contribution to a member of the
General Assembly or statewide official or his campaign committee on and after the first day of a reg-
ular session of the General Assembly through adjournment sine die of that session.

C. The restrictions of this section shall not apply to a contribution (i) made by a member of the General
Assembly or statewide official from his personal funds or (ii) made to the campaign committee of a can-
didate in a special election.

D. As used in this section:

"Adjournment sine die" means adjournment on the last legislative day of the regular session, and
such session does not include the ensuing reconvened session;
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"Campaign committee," "contribution," "person," and "political committee" shall be defined as
provided in § 24.2-945.1 except that "contribution" shall not include money, services, or things of
value in any way provided by a candidate to his own campaign and the payment by the candidate of
any primary filing fee;

"Solicit" means request a contribution, orally or in writing, but shall not include a request for support of
a candidate or his position on an issue; and

"Statewide official" means the Governor, Lieutenant Governor, and Attorney General.

E. Any person who violates, or aids, abets, or participates in the violation of, this section shall be sub-
ject to a civil penalty equal to the amount of the prohibited contribution or promised contribution or
$500, whichever amount is greater. The attorney for the Commonwealth shall initiate civil proceedings
to enforce the civil penalty provided herein. Any civil penalties collected shall be payable to the State
Treasurer for deposit to the general fund.

1997, c. 876, § 24.2-940; 2006, cc. 787, 892.

Chapter 9.5 - POLITICAL CAMPAIGN ADVERTISEMENTS

Article 1 - General Provisions

§ 24.2-955. Scope of disclosure requirements.
The disclosure requirements of this chapter apply to any sponsor of an advertisement in the print
media, on radio or television, or placed or promoted for a fee on an online platform, the cost or value of
which constitutes an expenditure or contribution required to be disclosed under Chapter 9.3 (§ 24.2-
945 et seq.) except that the disclosure requirements of this chapter do not apply to (i) an individual
who makes independent expenditures aggregating less than $1,000 in an election cycle for or against
a candidate for statewide office or less than $200 in an election cycle for or against a candidate for
any other office or (ii) an individual who incurs expenses only with respect to a referendum.

2002, c. 487, § 24.2-941; 2006, cc. 787, 892; 2008, c. 825; 2020, c. 551.

§ 24.2-955.1. Definitions.
As used in this chapter, unless the context requires a different meaning:

"Advertisement" means any message appearing in the print media, on television, on radio, or on an
online platform, that constitutes a contribution or expenditure under Chapter 9.3 (§ 24.2-945 et seq.).
"Advertisement" shall not include novelty items authorized by a candidate including, but not limited to,
pens, pencils, magnets, and buttons to be attached to wearing apparel.

"Authorized by ______" means the same as "authorization" as defined in § 24.2-945.1.

"Campaign telephone calls" means a series of telephone calls or text messages, electronic or oth-
erwise, made (i) to 25 or more telephone numbers in the Commonwealth, (ii) during the 180 days
before a general or special election or during the 90 days before a primary or other political party nom-
inating event, (iii) conveying or soliciting information relating to any candidate or political party
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participating in the election, primary or other nominating event, and (iv) under an agreement to com-
pensate the telephone callers.

"Candidate" means "candidate" as defined in § 24.2-101.

"Candidate campaign committee" or "campaign committee" means "campaign committee" as defined
in § 24.2-945.1.

"Coordinated" or "coordination" means an expenditure that is made (i) at the express request or sug-
gestion of a candidate, a candidate's campaign committee, or an agent of the candidate or his cam-
paign committee or (ii) with material involvement of the candidate, a candidate's campaign committee,
or an agent of the candidate or his campaign committee in devising the strategy, content, means of dis-
semination, or timing of the expenditure.

"Conspicuous" means so written, displayed, or communicated that a reasonable person ought to have
noticed it.

"Full-screen" means the only picture appearing on the television screen during the oral disclosure
statement that (i) contains the disclosing person, (ii) occupies all visible space on the television
screen, and (iii) contains the image of the disclosing person that occupies at least 50% of the vertical
height of the television screen.

"Independent expenditure" means "independent expenditure" as defined in § 24.2-945.1.

"Name of candidate" means (i) the full name of the candidate as it appears on the statement of qual-
ification filed pursuant to § 24.2-501 or as it will appear on the ballot or (ii) the first name, middle name,
or "nickname" of the candidate as it appears on his statement of qualification and a last name of the
candidate as it appears on his statement of qualification.

"Occurrence" means one broadcast of a radio or television political campaign advertisement.

"Online platform" means any public-facing website, web application, or digital application, including a
social network, ad network, or search engine, that sells advertisements.

"Online political advertisement" means an advertisement that is placed or promoted for a fee on an
online platform.

"Online political advertiser" means any person who purchases an advertisement from an online plat-
form or promotes an advertisement on an online platform for a fee.

"Political action committee" means "political action committee" as defined in § 24.2-945.1.

"Political committee" means "political committee" as defined in § 24.2-945.1.

"Political party" has the same meaning as "party" or "political party" as defined in § 24.2-101.

"Political party committee" means any state political party committee, congressional district political
party committee, county or city political party committee, or organized political party group of elected



officials. The term shall not include any other organization or auxiliary associated with or using the
name of a political party.

"Print media" means billboards, cards, newspapers, newspaper inserts, magazines, printed material
disseminated through the mail, pamphlets, fliers, bumper stickers, periodicals, websites, electronic
mail, non-video or non-audio messages placed or promoted for a fee on an online platform, yard
signs, and outdoor advertising facilities. If a single print media advertisement consists of multiple
pages, folds, or faces, the disclosure requirement of this section applies only to one page, fold, or face.

"Radio" means any radio broadcast station that is subject to the provisions of 47 U.S.C. §§ 315 and
317.

"Scan line" means a standard term of measurement used in the electronic media industry calculating
a certain area in a television advertisement.

"Sponsor" means a candidate, candidate campaign committee, political committee, or person that pur-
chases an advertisement.

"Telephone call" means any single telephone call or text message, electronic or otherwise, that when
combined with other telephone calls or text messages constitutes campaign telephone calls.

"Television" means any television broadcast station, cable television system, wireless-cable mul-
tipoint distribution system, satellite company, or telephone company transmitting video programming
that is subject to the provisions of 47 U.S.C. §§ 315 and 317.

"Unobscured" means that the only printed material that may appear on the television screen is a
visual disclosure statement required by law, and that nothing is blocking the view of the disclosing per-
son's face.

"Yard sign" means a sign paid for or distributed by a candidate, campaign committee, or political com-
mittee to be placed on public or private property. Yard signs paid for or distributed prior to July 1, 2015,
shall not be subject to the provisions of §§ 24.2-956 and 24.2-956.1.

2002, c. 487, § 24.2-942; 2003, c. 237; 2006, cc. 787, 892; 2015, c. 573; 2020, cc. 551, 554, 615.

§ 24.2-955.2. Publications not to receive compensation for advocating candidacy; penalties.
A. It shall be unlawful for any owner, proprietor, editor, manager, officer, clerk, agent, reporter, or
employee of any newspaper, magazine, or periodical printed or published in this Commonwealth to
accept or receive or agree to accept or receive, for himself or another, any money or other valuable
consideration for such newspaper, magazine, or other periodical supporting or advocating the election
or defeat of any candidate. But nothing in this section shall prevent any person, firm, or corporation
engaged in the publication of any newspaper, magazine or periodical from receiving from any person
compensation for printing and publishing any matter, article or articles advocating the election or
defeat of any candidate, if a statement, "Paid Advertisement," appears in plain type in boldface
Roman capitals in a conspicuous place at the beginning of the matter or article and the matter or art-
icle otherwise complies with the provisions of this chapter.
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B. The person accepting a "Paid Advertisement" for the newspaper, magazine or periodical shall
require, and for one year shall retain a copy of, proof of the identity of the person who submits the
advertisement for publication when the authorization statement on the advertisement is made pur-
suant to this chapter by an individual or entity other than a candidate, candidate campaign committee,
political party committee, or political action committee. Proof of identity shall be submitted either (i) in
person and include a valid Virginia driver's license, or any other identification card issued by a gov-
ernment agency of the Commonwealth, one of its political subdivisions, or the United States, or (ii)
other than in person, in which case, the person submitting the advertisement shall provide a telephone
number and the person accepting the advertisement may phone the person to verify the validity of the
person's identifying information before publishing the advertisement. Any candidate clearly identified
in the advertisement is entitled to the name of the person who submitted the advertisement after the
publication of the advertisement in the newspaper, magazine, or periodical.

C. Any such owner, proprietor, editor, manager, officer, clerk, agent, reporter, or employee violating the
provisions of subsection A or B shall be subject to a civil penalty not to exceed $50; and, in the case of
a willful violation, he shall be guilty of a Class 1 misdemeanor. The procedure to enforce the civil pen-
alty provided in this section shall be as stated in Article 8 (§ 24.2-953 et seq.) of Chapter 9.3.

Code 1950, § 24-406; 1952, c. 4; 1970, c. 462, § 24.1-276; 1991, c. 709; 1993, c. 641, § 24.2-1013;
2001, c. 747; 2002, c. 487; 2006, cc. 787, 892; 2008, c. 825.

§ 24.2-955.3. Penalties for violations of this chapter.
A. Any sponsor violating Article 2 (§ 24.2-956 et seq.) shall be subject to a civil penalty not to exceed
$25,000. In the case of a willful violation, he is guilty of a Class 1 misdemeanor.

B. Any sponsor violating Article 3 (§ 24.2-957 et seq.) or 4 (§ 24.2-958 et seq.) shall be subject to a
civil penalty not to exceed $25,000. In the case of a willful violation, he is guilty of a Class 1 mis-
demeanor. In no event shall the total civil penalties imposed for multiple broadcasts of one particular
campaign advertisement exceed $25,000.

C. Any person violating Article 5 (§ 24.2-959 et seq.) shall be subject to a civil penalty not to exceed
$25,000, and in the case of a willful violation, he is guilty of a Class 1 misdemeanor. A violation of the
provisions of Article 5 shall not void any election.

D. The State Board, in a public hearing, shall determine whether to find a violation of this chapter and
to assess a civil penalty. At least 10 days prior to such hearing, the State Board shall send notice by
certified mail to persons whose actions will be reviewed at such meeting and may be subject to civil
penalty. Notice shall include the time and date of the meeting, an explanation of the violation, and the
maximum civil penalty that may be assessed.

E. It shall not be deemed a violation of this chapter if the contents of the disclosure legend or state-
ment convey the required information.
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F. Any civil penalties collected pursuant to an action under this section shall be payable to the State
Treasurer for deposit to the general fund. The procedure to enforce the civil penalties provided in this
section shall be as stated in § 24.2-946.3.

2002, c. 487, §§ 24.2-943, 24.2-944; 2003, c. 237; 2004, cc. 55, 457; 2005, c. 369; 2006, cc. 787, 892;
2010, c. 546; 2022, c. 744.

Article 2 - Print Media Advertisement Requirements

§ 24.2-956. Requirements for print media advertisements sponsored by a candidate campaign com-
mittee.
It shall be unlawful for any candidate or candidate campaign committee to sponsor a print media
advertisement that constitutes an expenditure or contribution required to be disclosed under Chapter
9.3 (§ 24.2-945 et seq.) unless all of the following conditions are met:

1. It bears the legend or includes the statement: "Paid for by ________ [Name of candidate or cam-
paign committee as it appears on the statement of organization]." Alternatively, if the advertisement is
supporting a candidate who is the sponsor and the advertisement makes no reference to any other
clearly identified candidate, then the statement "Paid for by ________ [Name of candidate]" may be
replaced by the statement "Authorized by ________ [Name of candidate]."

2. In an advertisement sponsored by a candidate or a candidate campaign committee that makes ref-
erence to any other clearly identified candidate who is not sponsoring the advertisement, the sponsor
shall state whether it is authorized by the candidate not sponsoring the advertisement. The visual
legend in the advertisement shall state either "Authorized by [Name of candidate], candidate for
[Name of office]" or "Not authorized by any other candidate." This subdivision does not apply if the
sponsor of the advertisement is the candidate the advertisement supports or that candidate's cam-
paign committee.

3. If an advertisement is jointly sponsored, the disclosure statement shall name all the sponsors.

4. (Effective until January 1, 2024) Any disclosure statement required by this section shall be dis-
played in a conspicuous manner in a minimum font size of seven point. The State Board of Elections
shall promulgate standards for meeting the requirements of this subdivision.

4. (Effective January 1, 2024) Any disclosure statement required by this section shall be displayed in a
conspicuous manner in a font size proportionate to the size of the advertisement. The State Board of
Elections shall promulgate standards for meeting the requirements of this subdivision.

5. Any print media advertisement appearing in electronic format shall display the disclosure statement
in a minimum font size of seven point; however, if the advertisement lacks sufficient space for a dis-
closure statement in a minimum font size of seven point, the advertisement may meet disclosure
requirements if, by clicking on the print media advertisement appearing in electronic format, the viewer
is taken to a landing page or a home page that displays the disclosure statement in a conspicuous
manner.
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2002, c. 487, § 24.2-943; 2003, c. 237; 2004, cc. 55, 457; 2005, c. 369; 2006, cc. 787, 892; 2012, c.
519; 2020, cc. 557, 615.

§ 24.2-956.1. Requirements for print media advertisements sponsored by a person or political com-
mittee, other than a candidate campaign committee.
It shall be unlawful for any person or political committee to sponsor a print media advertisement that
constitutes an expenditure or contribution required to be disclosed under Chapter 9.3 (§ 24.2-945 et
seq.) unless the following requirements are met:

1. It bears the legend or includes the statement: "Paid for by ________ [Name of person or political
committee]."

2. In an advertisement supporting or opposing the nomination or election of one or more clearly iden-
tified candidates, the sponsor states whether it is authorized by a candidate. The visual legend in the
advertisement shall state either "Authorized by [Name of candidate], candidate for [Name of office]" or
"Not authorized by a candidate."

3. In an advertisement that identifies a candidate the sponsor is opposing, the sponsor must disclose
in the advertisement the name of the candidate who is intended to benefit from the advertisement, if
the sponsor coordinates with, or has the authorization of, the benefited candidate.

4. If an advertisement is jointly sponsored, the disclosure statement shall name all the sponsors.

5. (Effective until January 1, 2024) Any disclosure statement required by this section shall be dis-
played in a conspicuous manner in a minimum font size of seven point. The State Board of Elections
shall promulgate standards for meeting the requirements of this subdivision.

5. (Effective January 1, 2024) Any disclosure statement required by this section shall be displayed in a
conspicuous manner in a font size proportionate to the size of the advertisement. The State Board of
Elections shall promulgate standards for meeting the requirements of this subdivision.

6. Any print media advertisement appearing in electronic format shall display the disclosure statement
in a minimum font size of seven point; however, if the advertisement lacks sufficient space for a dis-
closure statement in a minimum font size of seven point, the advertisement may meet disclosure
requirements if, by clicking on the print media advertisement appearing in electronic format, the viewer
is taken to a landing page or a home page that displays the disclosure statement in a conspicuous
manner.

2002, c. 487, § 24.2-943; 2003, c. 237; 2004, cc. 55, 457; 2005, c. 369; 2006, cc. 787, 892; 2012, c.
519; 2020, c. 557.

Article 3 - Television and Certain Video Advertisement Requirements

§ 24.2-957. General provisions; applicability to advertisements in video format.
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A. Television outlets and online platforms shall not be liable under this article for carriage of political
advertisements that fail to include the disclosure requirements provided for in this article. This pro-
vision supersedes any contrary provisions of the Code of Virginia.

B. If the sponsor does not have the option of controlling the audio, if any, heard during the television
advertisement, the disclosure requirements shall be the same as for print media.

C. The person accepting an advertisement for a television outlet shall require, and for one year shall
retain a copy of, proof of identity of the person who submits the advertisement for broadcast. Proof of
identity shall be submitted either (i) in person and include a valid Virginia driver's license, or any other
identification card issued by a government agency of the Commonwealth, one of its political sub-
divisions, or the United States, or (ii) other than in person, in which case, the person submitting the
advertisement shall provide a telephone number and the person accepting the advertisement may
phone the person to verify the validity of the person's identifying information before broadcasting the
advertisement.

D. Any disclosure statement required by this article shall be displayed in a conspicuous manner.

E. An advertisement that is in video format and is placed or promoted for a fee on an online platform
shall be subject to the same disclosure requirements to which television advertisements are subject
pursuant to this article.

2002, c. 487, § 24.2-944; 2004, cc. 55, 457; 2005, c. 369; 2006, cc. 787, 892; 2020, c. 551.

§ 24.2-957.1. Requirements for television advertisements sponsored by a candidate or candidate
campaign committee.
It shall be unlawful for any candidate or a candidate campaign committee to sponsor a television
advertisement that constitutes an expenditure or contribution required to be disclosed under Chapter
9.3 (§ 24.2-945 et seq.) unless the following requirements are met:

1. It bears the legend or includes the statement: "Paid for by ____________ [Name of candidate or
campaign committee as it appears on the statement of organization]." Alternatively, if the advert-
isement is supporting that candidate and the advertisement makes no reference to any other clearly
identified candidate, then the statement "Paid for by ____________ [Name of sponsor]" may be
replaced by the statement "Authorized by ____________ [Name of sponsor]."

The disclosure shall be made by visual legend, which shall constitute 20 scan lines in size. The con-
tent of these visual legends is specified by the Communications Act of 1934, 47 U.S.C. §§ 315 and
317 and this section.

2. If the advertisement sponsored by the candidate or the candidate campaign committee makes ref-
erence to another clearly identified candidate, it must include a disclosure statement spoken by the
sponsoring candidate containing at least the following words: "I am ____________ (or 'This is ______
_____') [Name of candidate], candidate for [Name of] office, and I (or 'my campaign') sponsored this
ad."
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The candidate or the candidate campaign committee may provide the oral disclosure statement
required by this section at the same time as the visual disclosure required under the Communications
Act of 1934, 47 U.S.C. §§ 315 and 317, is shown.

3. The advertisement shall include throughout the disclosure statement an unobscured, full-screen pic-
ture containing the candidate, either in photographic form or through the actual appearance of the can-
didate on camera.

4. The candidate or the campaign committee may place the disclosure statement required by this sec-
tion at any point during the advertisement, except if the duration of the advertisement is more than five
minutes, the disclosure statement shall be made both at the beginning and end of the advertisement.

5. In its oral disclosure statement, the sponsor may choose to identify an advertisement as either sup-
porting or opposing the nomination or election of one or more clearly identified candidates.

6. If an advertisement is jointly sponsored, the disclosure statement shall include the names of all the
sponsors and the candidate shall be the disclosing individual. If more than one candidate is the spon-
sor, at least one of the candidates shall be the disclosing individual.

2002, c. 487, § 24.2-944; 2004, cc. 55, 457; 2005, c. 369; 2006, cc. 787, 892; 2020, c. 615.

§ 24.2-957.2. Requirements for television advertisements sponsored by a political committee.
It shall be unlawful for a political committee to sponsor a television advertisement that constitutes an
expenditure or contribution required to be disclosed under Chapter 9.3 (§ 24.2-945 et seq.) unless the
following requirements are met:

1. It bears the legend or includes the statement: "Paid for by _______________ [Name of political com-
mittee]."

2. A television advertisement supporting or opposing the nomination or election of one or more clearly
identified candidates (i) shall include a disclosure statement, spoken by the chief executive officer or
treasurer of the political committee, containing at least the following words: "The [Name of political
committee] sponsored this ad."

3. If an advertisement is jointly sponsored, the disclosure statement shall include the names of all the
sponsors and the disclosing individual shall be one of those sponsors.

4. The disclosure shall be made by visual legend, which shall constitute 20 scan lines in size.

5. The content of these visual legends is specified by the Communications Act of 1934, 47 U.S.C. §§
315 and 317 and this section.

6. The political committee may provide the oral disclosure statement required by this section at the
same time as the visual disclosure required under the Communications Act of 1934, 47 U.S.C. §§ 315
and 317, is shown.
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7. The advertisement shall include throughout the disclosure statement an unobscured, full-screen pic-
ture containing the disclosing individual, either in photographic form or through the actual appearance
of the disclosing individual on camera.

8. A political committee may place the disclosure statement required by this section at any point dur-
ing the advertisement, except if the duration of the advertisement is more than five minutes, the dis-
closure statement shall be made both at the beginning and end of the advertisement.

9. In its oral disclosure statement, a political committee may choose to identify an advertisement as
either supporting or opposing the nomination or election of one or more clearly identified candidates.

10. If the advertisement is jointly sponsored, the disclosure statement shall name all of the sponsors
and the disclosing individual shall be one of those sponsors. This provision supersedes any contrary
provisions of the Code of Virginia.

2002, c. 487, §§ 24.2-943, 24.2-944; 2003, c. 237; 2004, cc. 55, 457; 2005, c. 369; 2006, cc. 787, 892.

§ 24.2-957.3. Requirements for television advertisements sponsored by a person that is not a can-
didate campaign committee or political committee.
A. It shall be unlawful for a person to sponsor a television advertisement that constitutes an expendit-
ure or contribution required to be disclosed under Chapter 9.3 (§ 24.2-945 et seq.) unless the fol-
lowing requirements are met:

1. If the sponsor is an individual, a disclosure statement spoken by the individual containing at least
the following words: "I am [individual's name], and I sponsored this ad."

2. If the sponsor is a corporation, partnership, business, labor organization, membership organization,
association, cooperative, or other like entity, a disclosure statement spoken by the chief executive
officer containing at least the following words: "[Name of sponsor] paid for (or 'sponsored' or 'fur-
nished') this ad."

B. In its oral disclosure statement, a person may choose to identify an advertisement as either sup-
porting or opposing the nomination or election of one or more clearly identified candidates.

C. If an advertisement is jointly sponsored, the disclosure statement shall include the names of all the
sponsors.

2002, c. 487, § 24.2-944; 2004, cc. 55, 457; 2005, c. 369; 2006, cc. 787, 892.

Article 4 - Radio and Certain Audio Advertisement Requirements

§ 24.2-958. General provisions; applicability to advertisements in audio format.
A. Radio outlets and online platforms shall not be liable under this article for carriage of political advert-
isements that fail to include the disclosure requirements provided for in this article. This provision
supersedes any contrary provisions of the Code of Virginia.

B. The person accepting an advertisement for a radio outlet shall require, and for one year shall retain
a copy of, proof of identity of the person who submits the advertisement for broadcast. Proof of identity
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shall be submitted either (i) in person and include a valid Virginia driver's license, or any other iden-
tification card issued by a government agency of the Commonwealth, one of its political subdivisions,
or the United States, or (ii) other than in person, in which case, the person submitting the advert-
isement shall provide a telephone number and the person accepting the advertisement may phone the
person to verify the validity of the person's identifying information before broadcasting the advert-
isement.

C. Any disclosure statement required by this section shall be communicated in a conspicuous man-
ner.

D. An advertisement that is in audio format and is placed or promoted for a fee on an online platform
shall be subject to the same disclosure requirements to which radio advertisements are subject pur-
suant to this article.

2002, c. 487, § 24.2-944; 2004, cc. 55, 457; 2005, c. 369; 2006, cc. 787, 892; 2020, c. 551.

§ 24.2-958.1. Requirements for radio advertisements sponsored by a candidate or candidate cam-
paign committee.
It shall be unlawful for a candidate or a candidate campaign committee to sponsor a radio advert-
isement that constitutes an expenditure or contribution required to be disclosed under Chapter 9.3 (§
24.2-945 et seq.) unless all of the following requirements are met:

1. The advertisement shall include the statement "Paid for by ______ [Name of candidate or can-
didate campaign committee as it appears on the statement of organization]." Alternatively, if the advert-
isement makes no reference to any clearly identified candidate other than the candidate who is
sponsoring the advertisement or whose campaign committee is sponsoring the advertisement, then
the statement "Paid for by ______ [Name of candidate or candidate campaign committee as it appears
on the statement of organization]" may be replaced by the statement "Authorized by ______ [Name of
candidate or candidate campaign committee as it appears on the statement of organization]."

2. If the advertisement supports or opposes the election or nomination of a clearly identified candidate
other than the sponsoring candidate or supports or opposes the election or nomination of the spon-
soring candidate and makes reference to another clearly identified candidate, it must include a dis-
closure statement spoken by the sponsoring candidate containing at least the following words: "I am
(or 'This is ______ ') [Name of candidate], candidate for [Name of office], and this ad was paid for by
(or 'sponsored by' or 'furnished by') [Name of candidate or candidate campaign committee as it
appears on the statement of organization]."

3. The disclosure statement shall last at least two seconds and the statement shall be spoken so that
its contents may be easily understood. The placement of the oral disclosure statement shall also com-
ply with the requirements of the Communications Act of 1934, 47 U.S.C. §§ 315 and 317.
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4. In its oral disclosure statement, the candidate or the candidate campaign committee may choose to
identify an advertisement as either supporting or opposing the nomination or election of one or more
clearly identified candidates.

5. If an advertisement is jointly sponsored, the disclosure statement shall include the names of all the
sponsors and the candidate shall be the disclosing individual. If more than one candidate is the spon-
sor, at least one of the candidates shall be the disclosing individual.

2002, c. 487, § 24.2-944; 2004, cc. 55, 457; 2005, c. 369; 2006, cc. 787, 892; 2020, c. 615.

§ 24.2-958.2. Requirements for radio advertisements sponsored by a political committee.
It shall be unlawful for a political committee to sponsor an advertisement that constitutes an expendit-
ure or contribution required to be disclosed under Chapter 9.3 (§ 24.2-945 et seq.) unless the fol-
lowing requirements are satisfied:

1. A radio advertisement supporting or opposing the nomination or election of one or more clearly iden-
tified candidates (i) shall include a disclosure statement, spoken by the chief executive officer or treas-
urer of the committee, containing at least the following words: "This ad was paid for (or 'sponsored by'
or 'furnished by') [Name of political action committee]." (ii) The disclosure statement shall last at least
two seconds and the statement shall be spoken so that its contents may be easily understood. (iii) The
placement of the oral disclosure statement shall also comply with the requirements of the Com-
munications Act of 1934, 47 U.S.C. §§ 315 and 317.

2. In its oral disclosure statement, a political committee may choose to identify an advertisement as
either supporting or opposing the nomination or election of one or more clearly identified candidates.

3. If the advertisement is jointly sponsored, the disclosure statement shall name all of the sponsors
and the disclosing individual shall be one of those sponsors.

2002, c. 487, § 24.2-944; 2004, cc. 55, 457; 2005, c. 369; 2006, cc. 787, 892.

§ 24.2-958.3. Requirements for radio advertisements sponsored by a person that is not a candidate
or political committee.
A. It shall be unlawful for a person to sponsor an advertisement that constitutes an expenditure or con-
tribution required to be disclosed under Chapter 9.3 (§ 24.2-945 et seq.) unless the following require-
ments are met:

1. Radio advertisements purchased by an individual supporting or opposing the nomination or elec-
tion of one or more clearly identified candidates shall include a disclosure statement spoken by the
individual containing at least the following words: "I am [individual's name], and I sponsored this ad."

2. Radio advertisements purchased by a corporation, partnership, business, labor organization, mem-
bership organization, association, cooperative, or other like entity supporting or opposing the nom-
ination or election of one or more clearly identified candidates shall include a disclosure statement
spoken by the chief executive of the sponsor containing at least the following words: "[Name of spon-
sor] paid for (or 'sponsored' or 'furnished') this ad."
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B. In its oral disclosure statement, a person may choose to identify an advertisement as either sup-
porting or opposing the nomination or election of one or more clearly identified candidates.

C. If an advertisement is jointly sponsored, the disclosure statement shall include the names of all the
sponsors.

2002, c. 487, § 24.2-944; 2004, cc. 55, 457; 2005, c. 369; 2006, cc. 787, 892.

Article 5 - Campaign Telephone Call Requirements

§ 24.2-959. Requirements for campaign telephone calls sponsored by a candidate or candidate
campaign committee.
It shall be unlawful for any candidate or candidate campaign committee to make campaign telephone
calls without disclosing, before the conclusion of each telephone call, information to identify the can-
didate or candidate campaign committee who has authorized and is paying for the calls unless such
call is terminated prematurely by means beyond the maker's control.

The person making the telephone call shall disclose the name of the candidate.

It shall be unlawful for any candidate or candidate campaign committee making campaign telephone
calls to intentionally modify the caller identification information of any campaign telephone call for the
purpose of misleading the recipient as to the identity of the caller. If the call is made from an automatic
dialing-announcing device and caller identification information includes a name associated with the
telephone number, then the caller identification information shall include either the name of the can-
didate or candidate campaign committee as it appears on the statement of organization that has
authorized and is paying for the calls, or the vendor conducting the calls on behalf of the candidate or
candidate campaign committee. "Automatic dialing-announcing device" means the same as that term
is defined in § 59.1-518.1.

It shall also be unlawful (i) for any candidate or candidate campaign committee who contracts for cam-
paign telephone calls to fail to provide to the persons making the telephone calls the identifying inform-
ation required by this section or (ii) for any person to provide a false or fictitious name or address when
providing the identifying information required.

2000, c. 874, § 24.2-1014.1; 2006, cc. 787, 892; 2010, c. 323; 2020, c. 615.

§ 24.2-959.1. Requirements for campaign telephone calls sponsored by a political committee or per-
son other than a candidate or candidate campaign committee.
It shall be unlawful for any person or political committee to make campaign telephone calls without dis-
closing, before the conclusion of each telephone call, information to identify the person or political
committee who has authorized and is paying for the calls unless such call is terminated prematurely
by means beyond the maker's control.

The person making the telephone call shall disclose the following identifying information: the name of
the political committee if the calls are authorized by that committee or an agent of that committee; and
in the case of a committee that has filed a statement of organization under Chapter 9.3 (§ 24.2-945 et
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seq.), the full name of the committee and a registration number provided by the State Board; or in any
other case, the full name and residence address of the individual responsible for the campaign tele-
phone calls.

It shall be unlawful for any person, corporation, or political committee making campaign telephone
calls to intentionally modify the caller identification information for the purpose of misleading the recip-
ient as to the identity of the caller. If the call is made from an automatic dialing-announcing device and
caller identification information includes a name associated with the telephone number, then the caller
identification information shall include either the name of the person, corporation, or political com-
mittee that has authorized and is paying for the calls or the vendor conducting the calls on behalf of
the person, corporation, or political committee. "Automatic dialing-announcing device" means the
same as that term is defined in § 59.1-518.1.

It shall also be unlawful (i) for any person who contracts for campaign telephone calls to fail to provide
to the persons making the telephone calls the identifying information required by this section or (ii) for
any person to provide a false or fictitious name or address when providing the identifying information
required.

2000, c. 874, § 24.2-1014.1; 2006, cc. 787, 892; 2010, c. 323.

Article 6 - Online Political Advertisements

§ 24.2-960. Identification and certification by online political advertisers.
A. Prior to purchasing an online political advertisement from or promoting an online political advert-
isement on an online platform, a person shall identify himself to the online platform as an online polit-
ical advertiser and certify to the online platform that he is permitted under state and local laws to
lawfully purchase or promote for a fee online political advertisements.

B. An online platform shall establish reasonable procedures to enable online political advertisers to
comply with the identification and certification requirements of subsection A.

C. An online platform may rely in good faith on the information provided by online political advertisers
under this section when selling online political advertisements to online political advertisers.

2020, c. 551.

Chapter 10 - Election Offenses Generally; Penalties

§ 24.2-1000. Intimidation of officers of election.
Any person who, by bribery, intimidation, threats, coercion, or other means in violation of the election
laws willfully hinders or prevents, or attempts to hinder or prevent, the officers of election at any polling
place, voter satellite office, or other location being used by a locality for voting purposes from holding
an election is guilty of a Class 5 felony.

Code 1950, § 24-191; 1970, c. 462, § 24.1-264; 1993, c. 641; 2021, Sp. Sess. I, cc. 528, 533.

§ 24.2-1001. Willful neglect or corrupt conduct.
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A. If any officer of election, member of an electoral board, or other person on whom any duty is
enjoined by law relative to any election, is guilty of willful neglect of his duty, he shall be guilty of a
Class 1 misdemeanor.

B. If any person listed in subsection A is guilty of any corrupt conduct in the execution of his duty, he
shall be guilty of a Class 5 felony.

Code 1950, § 24-212; 1970, c. 462, § 24.1-266; 1991, c. 710; 1993, c. 641.

§ 24.2-1002. Interference with registration.
Any person who, by threats or force, interferes with or attempts to interfere with (i) any registrar in the
discharge of his duty, (ii) any person applying to register or declining to apply to register, or (iii) any
person going to or leaving a registration location as defined in Article 3 (§ 24.2-411 et seq.) of Chapter
4 of this title or a polling place, or (iv) any person going to or leaving any other location at which per-
sons offer mail applications under Article 3.1 (§ 24.2-416.1 et seq.) of Chapter 4 of this title shall be
guilty of a Class 1 misdemeanor.

Code 1950, § 24-116; 1970, c. 462, § 24.1-265; 1984, c. 480, § 24.1-49.01; 1993, c. 641; 2003, c.
1015.

§ 24.2-1002.01. Destruction of, or failure to mail or deliver, voter registration application; penalty.
If any person (i) agrees to mail or deliver a signed voter registration application to the voter registrar or
other appropriate person authorized to receive the application and (ii) intentionally interferes with the
applicant's effort to register either by destroying the application or by failing to mail or deliver the
application in a timely manner, he shall be guilty of a Class 1 misdemeanor. The mailing or delivery of
an application shall be deemed timely for the purposes of this section if it is mailed or delivered within
10 days of the applicant's signature or in accordance with the provisions of § 24.2-416.4 for pro-
cessing before the closing of the registration records for the pending election whichever comes first.
This section shall not apply to any state or local government employee acting in his official capacity. If
any person intentionally solicits multiple registrations from any one person or intentionally falsifies a
registration application, he shall be guilty of a Class 5 felony.

1997, c. 337; 2005, cc. 339, 412; 2013, c. 465.

§ 24.2-1002.1. Unlawful disclosure or use of social security number or part thereof.
Any person who discloses or makes any use of the social security number, or any part thereof, of any
applicant for voter registration, except as authorized by law for official use, shall be guilty of a Class 5
felony.

1996, cc. 72, 73; 2007, c. 318.

§ 24.2-1003. Campaigning at registration locations.
Any person who gives or tenders any campaign materials to, or solicits or attempts to influence the
vote of, any person while he is at any registration location as defined in Article 3 (§ 24.2-411 et seq.) of
Chapter 4 of this title knowing that such person is there for the purpose of registration, shall be guilty of
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a Class 3 misdemeanor. Nothing in this section shall prohibit the distribution of campaign materials
outside any building in which a registration activity is being conducted.

1984, c. 480, § 24.1-49.01; 1993, c. 641; 2003, c. 1015.

§ 24.2-1004. Illegal voting and registrations.
A. Any person who wrongfully deposits a ballot in the ballot container or casts a vote on any voting
equipment, is guilty of a Class 1 misdemeanor.

B. Any person who intentionally (i) votes more than once in the same election, whether those votes
are cast in Virginia or in Virginia and any other state or territory of the United States, (ii) procures,
assists, or induces another to vote more than once in the same election, whether those votes are cast
in Virginia or in Virginia and any other state or territory of the United States, (iii) votes knowing that he
is not qualified to vote where and when the vote is to be given, or (iv) procures, assists, or induces
another to vote knowing that such person is not qualified to vote where and when the vote is to be
given is guilty of a Class 6 felony.

C. Any person who intentionally (i) registers to vote at more than one residence address at the same
time, whether such registrations are in Virginia or in Virginia and any other state or territory of the
United States, or (ii) procures, assists, or induces another to register to vote at more than one address
at the same time, whether such registrations are in Virginia or in Virginia and any other state or ter-
ritory of the United States, is guilty of a Class 6 felony. This subsection shall not apply to any person
who, when registering to vote, changing the address at which he is registered, transferring his regis-
tration, or assisting another in registering, changing his address, or transferring his registration,
provides the information required by § 24.2-418 on the applicant's place of last previous registration to
vote.

D. Nothing in this section shall be construed to prohibit a covered voter, as defined in § 24.2-452, from
casting in the same election both a state ballot and a write-in absentee ballot that is processed in the
manner provided by the Uniformed and Overseas Citizens Absentee Voting Act (52 U.S.C. § 20301 et
seq.). If both ballots are received prior to the close of the polls on election day, the state ballot shall be
counted.

Code 1950, §§ 24-450, 24-451; 1970, c. 462, § 24.1-268; 1993, c. 641; 2001, c. 636; 2003, c. 1015;
2009, cc. 865, 870, 874; 2012, cc. 652, 667; 2019, cc. 668, 669; 2020, cc. 1149, 1151, 1201.

§ 24.2-1005. Intimidation of voters; civil cause of action.
A. Any person who intimidates, threatens, or coerces, or attempts to intimidate, threaten, or coerce,
any other person in giving his vote or ballot or who intimidates, threatens, or coerces, or attempts to
intimidate, threaten, or coerce a voter to deter or prevent him from voting is guilty of a Class 1 mis-
demeanor.

B. In addition to the criminal penalty provided in subsection A, such actions shall also create a cause
of action. A voter who is intimidated, threatened, or coerced by another person in violation of sub-
section A shall be entitled to institute an action for preventative relief, including an application for a
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permanent or temporary injunction, restraining order, or other order, against such person. The action
shall be instituted in the circuit court of the locality where the violation occurred. In any such action, the
court may, in its discretion, allow a private plaintiff a reasonable attorney fee as part of the costs, if
such plaintiff is the prevailing party.

C. This section applies to any election and to any method used by a political party for selection of its
nominees and for selection of delegates to its conventions and meetings.

1970, c. 462, § 24.1-271; 1993, c. 641; 2021, Sp. Sess. I, cc. 528, 533.

§ 24.2-1005.1. Communication of false information to registered voter.
A. It shall be unlawful for any person to communicate to a registered voter, by any means, false inform-
ation, knowing the same to be false, intended to impede the voter in the exercise of his right to vote.
The provisions of this section shall apply to information only about the date, time, and place of the elec-
tion, or the voter's precinct, polling place, or voter registration status, or the location of a voter satellite
office or the office of the general registrar.

B. Any person who violates the provisions of this section is guilty of a Class 1 misdemeanor.

Such violation may be prosecuted either in the jurisdiction from which the communication was made
or in the jurisdiction in which the communication was received.

C. In addition to the criminal penalty provided in subsection B, a violation of the provisions of this sec-
tion shall also create a cause of action. A registered voter to whom such false information is com-
municated shall be entitled to institute an action for preventative relief, including an application for a
permanent or temporary injunction, restraining order, or other order, against the person com-
municating such false information. The action shall be instituted in the circuit court of either the jur-
isdiction from which the communication was made or the jurisdiction in which the communication was
received. In any such action, the court may, in its discretion, allow a private plaintiff a reasonable attor-
ney fee as part of the costs, if such plaintiff is the prevailing party.

2007, c. 313; 2021, Sp. Sess. I, cc. 528, 533.

§ 24.2-1005.2. Interference with voting.
A. Any person acting under the color of law who, contrary to an official policy or procedure, fails to per-
mit, or refuses to permit, a qualified voter to vote, or who willfully fails or refuses to tabulate, count, or
report the vote of a qualified voter, is subject to a civil penalty in an amount not exceeding $1,000 for
each affected voter. Such civil penalties shall be payable to the Voter Education and Outreach Fund
established pursuant to § 24.2-131.

B. Any person who furnishes a ballot to a person who he knows cannot understand the language in
which the ballot is printed and misinforms him as to the content of the ballot with an intent to deceive
him and induce him to vote contrary to his desire is guilty of a Class 1 misdemeanor. Any person who
changes a ballot of a person to prevent the person from voting as he desires is guilty of a Class 1 mis-
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demeanor. This subsection applies to any election and to any method used by a political party for
selection of its nominees and for selection of delegates to its conventions and meetings.

2021, Sp. Sess. I, cc. 528, 533.

§ 24.2-1006. Advice or assistance in casting ballot.
Except as provided by § 24.2-649, no person shall directly or indirectly advise or assist any voter as to
how he shall cast his ballot after the voter has entered the prohibited area at the polls as designated in
§ 24.2-604. Any person violating the provisions of this section shall be guilty of a Class 1 mis-
demeanor.

Code 1950, § 24-237; 1970, c. 462, § 24.1-267; 1993, c. 641.

§ 24.2-1007. Soliciting or accepting bribe to influence or procure vote.
No person shall solicit or accept directly or indirectly any money or any thing of value to influence his
or another's vote in any election. Any person violating the provisions of this section shall be guilty of a
Class 1 misdemeanor.

This section applies to any election and to any method used by a political party for selection of its nom-
inees and for selection of delegates to its conventions and meetings.

Code 1950, §§ 24-405, 24-452; 1952, c. 4; 1970, c. 462, § 24.1-272; 1976, c. 616; 1993, c. 641.

§ 24.2-1008. Selling, giving away, or counterfeiting ballots.
Any person who (i) wrongfully sells or gives to any person an official ballot or copy or a facsimile of or
device or plate used to reproduce such ballot or (ii) counterfeits or attempts to counterfeit the official
ballot or the seal used on that ballot, shall be guilty of a Class 5 felony.

Code 1950, § 24-239; 1970, c. 462, § 24.1-270; 1991, c. 710; 1993, c. 641.

§ 24.2-1009. Stealing or tampering with ballot containers, voting or registration equipment, soft-
ware, records or documents.
Any person who (i) steals or willfully, fraudulently, or wrongfully tampers with any part of any ballot con-
tainer, voting or registration equipment, records, or documents, which are used in any way within the
registration or election process, (ii) steals or willfully, fraudulently, or wrongfully tampers with the soft-
ware used to prepare and operate voting equipment or the software or hardware used to collect and
disseminate election returns, (iii) steals or willfully, fraudulently, or wrongfully tampers with an elec-
tronic activation device or electronic data storage medium of the type used to prepare, operate or
back-up electronic voting equipment, (iv) willfully, fraudulently, or wrongfully intercepts, alters or dis-
rupts the electronic transmission of election returns or the posting of returns on the Internet, (v) fraud-
ulently makes any entry, deletion, or alteration to any item listed in (i), or (vi) aids, abets, or permits any
other person to violate the provisions of clauses (i) through (v), shall be guilty of a Class 5 felony.

Code 1950, §§ 24-318, 24-404; 1952, c. 4; 1970, c. 462, §§ 24.1-273, 24.1-275; 1981, c. 425; 1991, c.
710; 1993, c. 641; 2003, c. 1015; 2004, cc. 993, 1010.
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§ 24.2-1010. Unauthorized possession or duplication of voting equipment key or electronic activ-
ation device.
Any unauthorized person found in possession of any voting equipment key or electronic activation
device of the type used to prepare or operate voting equipment or any unauthorized person who
duplicates a voting equipment key or electronic activation device shall be guilty of a Class 1 mis-
demeanor.

Code 1950, § 24-318; 1970, c. 462, § 24.1-275; 1991, c. 710; 1993, c. 641; 2004, cc. 993, 1010.

§ 24.2-1011. Ballot not to be carried away.
It shall be unlawful for any person to carry the official ballot furnished him by the officers of the election
further than the voting booth, and should he, after receiving the ballot, conclude not to vote, he shall
immediately return the ballot to the officers. Any person who (i) carries an official ballot or copy thereof
beyond or away from the voting booth, except to the officers of election, or (ii) votes any ballot except
the ballot received from the officers of election, shall be guilty of a Class 1 misdemeanor.

Code 1950, § 24-236; 1970, c. 462, § 24.1-269; 1993, c. 641.

§ 24.2-1012. Offenses as to absent voters.
Any person who knowingly aids or abets or attempts to aid or abet a violation of the absentee voting
procedures prescribed in § 24.2-649 and Chapter 7 (§ 24.2-700 et seq.) shall be guilty of a Class 5
felony.

Any person attempting to vote by fraudulently signing the name of a qualified voter shall be guilty of for-
gery and shall be guilty of a Class 4 felony.

Any public official who knowingly violates any of the provisions of the law concerning absent voters
and thereby aids in any way the illegal casting, or attempting to cast a vote, or who connives to nullify
any provisions of this chapter in order that fraud may be perpetrated, shall forever be disqualified from
holding office in the Commonwealth and shall forever be disqualified from exercising the right of fran-
chise.

Code 1950, § 24-345; 1956, c. 382; 1970, c. 462, § 24.1-274; 1993, c. 641; 2006, c. 242.

§ 24.2-1013. Repealed.
Repealed by Acts 2006, cc. 787 and 892, cl. 2.

§ 24.2-1014. Repealed.
Repealed by Acts 2002, c. 487.

§ 24.2-1014.1. Repealed.
Repealed by Acts 2006, cc. 787 and 892, cl. 2.

§ 24.2-1015. Conspiracy against rights of citizens under this title.
If two or more persons conspire to injure, oppress, threaten, intimidate, prevent, or hinder any citizen of
this Commonwealth in the free exercise or enjoyment of any right or privilege secured to him by the
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provisions of this title, or because of his having so exercised such right, they shall be guilty of a Class
5 felony.

1970, c. 462, § 24.1-278; 1991, c. 710; 1993, c. 641.

§ 24.2-1016. False statements; penalties.
Any willfully false material statement or entry made by any person in any statement, form, or report
required by this title shall constitute the crime of election fraud and be punishable as a Class 5 felony.
Any preprinted statement, form, or report shall include a statement of such unlawful conduct and the
penalty provided in this section.

Code 1950, § 24-68; 1952, c. 341; 1958, c. 576; 1960, c. 288; 1962, c. 536; 1970, c. 462, §§ 24.1-48,
24.1-279; 1971, Ex. Sess., c. 205; 1972, c. 620; 1974, c. 428; 1975, c. 515; 1977, c. 490; 1978, c. 778;
1980, c. 639; 1989, c. 138; 1992, c. 433; 1993, c. 641.

§ 24.2-1017. Penalties when not specifically provided elsewhere.
Any conduct made unlawful by this title, for which no punishment has been otherwise provided, shall
be a Class 1 misdemeanor.

Code 1950, § 24-455; 1970, c. 462, § 280; 1993, c. 641.

§ 24.2-1018. Immunity of witnesses.
No witness called by the court or attorney for the Commonwealth and giving evidence for the pro-
secution, either before a grand jury or the court in any prosecution under this title, shall ever be pro-
ceeded against for any offense made penal by the provisions of this title and committed by him at or in
connection with the events germane to the matter being prosecuted; but such witness shall be com-
pelled to testify, and for refusing to answer questions, he may be punished for contempt by the court.

Code 1950, § 24-449; 1954, c. 347; 1970, c. 462, § 24.1-281; 1993, c. 641.

§ 24.2-1019. Complaints and allegations concerning election law offenses.
Any complaint or allegation concerning unlawful conduct under this title shall be filed with the attorney
for the Commonwealth of the county or city in which the alleged violation occurred. In the case of a
complaint or allegation concerning the filing of a false statement in a voter registration application, the
violation shall be deemed to have occurred in the county or city where the applicant sought to be
registered.

1983, c. 461, § 24.1-282; 1993, c. 641; 1999, c. 374.
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