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One year ago in Idaho…



Creative



Resilient



Dedicated



Hard Statistics

1400 *fewer* Idaho high school graduates went directly to college in 2020.

700 *fewer* Idaho high school seniors have completed a Free Application for Federal 
Student Aid, or FAFSA, than had done so by this time last year.

2,700 *fewer* current high school seniors have completed a college application 
through Apply Idaho.



Realizations

EVERY possible, practical communication method must be leveraged moving forward.

The frailty of certain routines (once taken for granted) have been exposed.

The importance of teachers and school counselors cannot be overstated.



Next Steps Idaho

An Idaho State Board of Education initiative to 
increase students’ visibility into college and 
career options after high school. 

https://nextsteps.idaho.gov/
https://youtu.be/81clg27LCe8
https://youtu.be/81clg27LCe8
https://youtu.be/81clg27LCe8
https://nextsteps.idaho.gov/


“…the Idaho Office of the State Board of Education’s access to students was

not so much a fact, as a favor. 



Education 
Discussion Forums
April 9, 2020 – September 3, 2020

https://nextsteps2-wp.dev.s360.is/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/PDF-EducationForumMinutes-4-9-2020.pdf
https://nextsteps.idaho.gov/assets/uploads/2020/09/EdForumMinutes_9-3-2020.pdf
https://nextsteps2-wp.dev.s360.is/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/PDF-EducationForumMinutes_4-16-2020.pdf
https://nextsteps2-wp.dev.s360.is/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/PDF-EducationForumMinutes_4-23-20.pdf
https://nextsteps2-wp.dev.s360.is/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/PDF-EducationForumMinutes_5-14-2020.pdf
https://nextsteps2-wp.dev.s360.is/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/PDF-NSEducationForumMinutes_5-28-2020.pdf
https://nextsteps.idaho.gov/assets/uploads/2020/08/EdForumMinutes_8-20-2020.pdf
https://nextsteps.idaho.gov/assets/uploads/2020/09/EdForumMinutes_8-27-2020.pdf


Education 
Discussion Forums
April 9, 2020 – September 3, 2020





“…the Idaho Office of the State Board of Education’s access to students was

not so much a fact, as a favor. 





“…the Direct Admissions direct mail campaign

had to be suspended.



“…this upset-turned-success emphasized the need for 

new strategies & tactics.



2021





Region 1: Carrie Paquette | Lakeland High School
Region 2: Elayne Murphy | Kamiah High School
Region 3: Jenni Kimball |  Borah High School

Mallory Essman | Skyview High School
Region 4: Kim Davis | Murtaugh High School

Mollie Lively | Buhl High School
Region 5: Jennifier Newsom | Pocatello High School
Region 6: Jessica Butler | Hillcrest High School

2021 Ambassador Roster



Counselors are frustrated by a lack of access to and/or time with their students.

Feedback

Counselors are concerned for their students. Particularly those on the lower end of 
the socioeconomic spectrum or in stressful family situations.

Counselors report significant time is needed to manage dual credit reporting 
requirements and student engagement.





National School
Counselor Appreciation

Week (Feb 1-5)





Thank You!

Finding Ways To Be Ever More Useful

Every Wednesday in February at 10:00 AM (MST) the OSBE Outreach Team will hold a 
30-minute webinar featuring invented personas and the most frequently asked 
questions that college and career counselors field from students in each grade;
8th through 12th.

See the Next Steps Idaho calendar for details.

https://nextsteps.idaho.gov

https://nextsteps.idaho.gov/


Thank You!

Questions?

Byron Yankey
College and Career Advising Program Manager at OSBE
byron.yankey@osbe.idaho.gov

https://boardofed.idaho.gov/
mailto:byron.yankey@osbe.idaho.gov

