
JOURNAL 

OF THB 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

OF TH'I 

REPUBLIC OF TEXAS, 

AT THE SECOND SESSIO;V OF THE FIRST CONGRESI5, 

HELD BY AD.JOUKNMENT AT THE CITY OF 
BOtrSTO);, AND COMMENCING MON-

DAY MAY 1ST., 1837. 

HOUSTON: 
TELEGIUJ'If OFFIC& 

1838. 



JOURNAL. 

In p'lrsaance of the order of a<ijournment on the twenty
first day of December, eighteen hundred and thirty-six, the 
house' met at the city of HOllston, at 12 o'c.lock, }!,' on l\[onday 
the fir.o;t day of ~I:1.\"~ eigliicf'n hundred and i.hirLy~5evcn, in the 
hall ot the ~tc1.tC hOllS~, temporarily prepared for their reception. 

On molion of )1,.. Allen of 'Xocogdoches,1I1r. McKinney 
Was called to the chair, and the roll being called, the following 
members answered to their M<'I.meS, viz: l\lcssrs. :McKinney, Ar· 
cher, All on of Nacogdoches, :\lIen of Milam, Bnker, Branch and 
Blush. 

There not being a quorum present, 
On molion of :III-. Baker, the house adjourned nnliI to· 

morrow )[orning at 10 o·doek. 

Tm;snw, lIIw 2, 1831. 
The house met pursuant to adjournment. 
Mr. )lcKinney in the chair. 
The roll being called, the following members appeared and 

answered to their namc~: l\Icssrs. J\fcKinney, chairman; Arch· 
er, Allen of Xaeo~dochcs, Allen of Milam, Baker, Boyd, 
B.ranch, Brmh, Cartwright~ G.l1lt, Hill, Holman, Lewis, Pen· 
mngton, Roman, Rowe, ~W right and 'Ve,t. 

There not bcill~ a quorum present, lhe hou," adjourned 
until to-morrow elm"con o'clock,.1. :'1£. 
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WEDNE!lDAV, :MAT 3, 1837. 

The house met pursuant to adjournment. 
Mr. McKinney in the chair. 
The roll being called, the following members an,wered to 

their name,; Messrs. l\{cKinney, chairman; Archer, Allen of 
Nacogdo~hes, Allen of J\lilam, Baker, Billingsly, Boyd, Brancb, 
Brush, Cartwright, Gant, Hill, Holman, Lewis, Pennington, 
Roman, Rowe, Wright and West. 

There not being a quorum present, the house adjourned 
lOIltil t ... morrow Morning at eleven o'clock. 

TH"IDID"T, MAV 4, 1837. 
The house met pursuant to adjournment. 
Mr. McKinney ill the chair. 
On calling the roll, there did not appear to be a quorum, 
And on motion of Mr. Aarcher, Mr. Baker of Matagorda, 

a newly ejected member from Matagorda, in the place of Mr. 
Ira Ingram, reiigned; and Mr. Arnold of Nacogdoches, a. ne~
Iy ejected member, in place of Mr. Edwards, resigned; belDg JR 

attendance, were introduced, qualified by the chairman, and 
took their oeat •• 

On motion of Mr. Archer, George S. Stratton was appoin
ted sergeant-at-arms, pro tern. 

It being ascertained that a sufficient number of member. 
to (orm a qnorum had arrived in the city, the sergeant.at-arms 
was sent in quest of the absentees. 

The roll being called again, the following members answer
ed to their names. .l\fessrs. McKinney, Archer, Arnold, Allen 
of Nacogdoches, Allen of .l\lilam, Baker of Austin, Baker of 
Matagorda, Billingsly, Boyd, Branch, Brush, Cartwright, GaDt, 
Hill, Holman, Lewis, Pennington, Roman, Rowe, Wright, 
White and West: 

Which being two thirds of the whole house, the chair an· 
monnced that a quorum was present, and 

On motion of Mr. Baker of Austiu, the bouse proceeded 
to the election of officers. Messrs. Hill and Rowe, were ap' 
~ointed tellers. For speaker, in the place of 1\1r. Ingram, ,..,.. 
"gned; Mr. Raker of Austin, nominated Mr. Branch T. Arch· 
er; therc being no opposition, Mr. Archer was unanimously elec, 
ted speaker for the present session, and was conolu<;tecl ta the 
chair, by Messrs. Baker of Austin, and Rowe. 
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, For sergeant-at-arms in place of the late incumbent, l'C_ 
SIgned, 

Mr_ Allen of Nacogdoches nominated George S. Stratton. 
Mr. Brush nominated :'tIro George M. Casey. 

A ballot being taken, the vote stood for George S. Stratton 
]2, for Casey 10, so George S. Stratton was duly elected ser
geant-at-arms. 
. For clerk of the hQuse, in place of the late incumbent, re

SIgned; Mr. Allen of Nacogdoches, nominated ~lr. 'Vm. Fair
fax Gray;and there being n<t opposition, IIfr. Gray was unani
mously elected clerk of the house. 

}'or assistant clerk Mr. Rowe nominated John S. Simpson; 
and there being DO oppostion, Mr. Simpson waS unanimously 
elected. 

For engrOSfing clerk, lUr. Gant nominated Thomas Green; 
and thefe bcin~ no opPC?sition, l\-fr. Green was unanimously 
elected engrosslllg clerk. 

For door keeper, IIIr. Allen of Milam, nominated Abner 
S. McDonald; and there being no opposition, Mr. McDonald 
Wa~ unanimously elected. 

On motion ofUr. Allen ofN:tcogdochcs, it waS llnanirnou,ly 
R('so/uri, That the thanks of the house he presenteu to 

'Willis A. Faris, Esq., late clerk of this house, for the fidelity 
and aLility with which he has discharged the uuties of th~t sla
tion. 

On motion of ]\fl'. B~ker of Austin, the house adjourned 
until :I o'clock, P_ :II. 

3 O'CLOCK, r. ~r. 
The house met pursuant to adjournment, 
And on calling the roll the follo\cing members answered to 

their names, 
lIIess.,. Speaker, ArnolJ, Allen of :Milam, Daker of Aus

li.n, Billingsly, Boyd, Bmsh, Holman, Lewis, IIIcKinney, Pen
nIngton, Roman, Rowe, 'Vrigh!, White and W-cst.-16. 

There being no quorum, the scrgcant-3.t-arms was sen~ in 
quest of the absentees. 

A second call "as made and the following members an
swered. 
. Messrs. Speaker, ArnolJ, Allen of lIIilam, Baker of Aus

ho, Baker of .'Ifatagol'd", Billingsly, Boyd, Brauch, Brush, Gant, 
Holman, Lcwis,T\IcKinncv, Pennington, Roman, Rowe, \Vright, 
White and Wcst.-I!l .• 



A third call bcin(f maot'. the foIl 0\\ in~ !l1('mLC!f3 answered: 
Messrs. Speaker, Al!e~ of Xacog-cloche,. Allen of ~Iihm, .\r. 
nold, Baker of Austin, Baker of Matagorda, Billingsly, Boyd, 
Branch, Brush, Cartwright, Gant, Hooper, Holman, Lewis, ~[c· 
Kinney, Pennington, Roman, Rowe, "~right, ',"hite and "~csi. 
-2·2; which being i1. quorum the !1ou:;c proceeded to business. 

The oaLh of oJficc wa5 then [ldmini;tercd to the speaker, by 
Isaac Batterson Esq., <1 justice of the pc;~ce for the county of 
Harrisburg: and tlie oathcs of office 'YC're i1.dministcrcd to the 
other officers of th" house by the speaker. 

On motion of JIJ r. 'Vhite it was 
Rr.51o[ved, That a committee be appointed to illlonn the sen· 

ate that the house of rcprcscntati\-c.s is org:lnizeJ nud rc;-uly to 
proceed to business. 

Messrs. 'Vhite, Baker of Austin, and Branch, were appoin· 
ted the committee. 

On motion of ~Ir. Brush. amended on motion of 1\1r. Ba· 
ker of Austin, it lYJS ' 

. R,sob,cd, That the clerk of the lJOll;C be flque,ted to cause 
the .Journals of the led ;c"ion, and the reports of the house of 
repr~senia.ti\·cs, which '"ere ordered io be printed f(ll' the n~e ~f 
the members aL this session, to be distrihuted to them immed;,~ 
ately. . 

A message was received from the 8CnLl.te~ thrOllgh )Icssrs. 
Irion and Somen'cl1, informing the house that thf' ~('niJte was 
organized and ready to proceed to business, and Urnt they had 
appointed the following officers, yiz: 

lIon. Jesse Grimcs,-Pr('sl'dent pro {rm. 
ArLln:r Robcrtson,-Srcn:lI71'lj, 
E. 1\1. Glenn,-.-1ssis{an! 8f'~rc!(I}·!/. 
E. L. Stickncy,-Ellrolling Clrl'k. 
Oscar Farish,-EfF'''rossiflO' Clerk. 
N. T. Ryars,-Scrfcalll-rrt-ormc>, 
l\Iarlihali )'Iann,-DuQI" Kl'lpcr. 
A. M. Tomkin"llt?",-",.. 

On motIon of ~lr. Bakel' of Austin, it was 
ne~f)l-crJ, That a co:-nmiLtcc be nppoilltcd. to aei with such 

a C?mmlttcc as rnay be appointed. on the part of tliC senate, t~ 
Walt on th: prcsident and to inform him, that tile two hO~5C~ 
h.ave orgamzcd, and arc now ready to rCertH; any COn1mllBlca~ 
tlOn that he may have to make. 

M,ssrs. Baker of Austin, Allen of Xacog<loches, and )k 
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Kinney, w~rc appointed the committee, aud the clerk W(l.8 sent 
to commulllcaLc the same to the senate. 
. A. mes'53.gc was received from the senate, by their reporter, 
lnformmg the house that the senate concurred in the resolution 
appointing a joint committee to wuit on the president, and that 
ther had appointed senators Ellis and Hill a committee to wait 
"itit the committee appointed by the house for that purpose. 

On motion of ;\Ir. Branch, the house a,ljourned until 10 
o'clock to.morro\~. 

W. F. GRAY, CIA·. 

FRIDAY, MAY 5, 1837. 
The house met pursuant to adjournment. 
On calling the roll, twenty-three members answered, and 

the minutes of the preceding meetings of the session, were thell 
read. 

)\.fr. &ker of Austin, from the joiut committee appointed 
to WIlit on the president and inform him of the organization of 
the two houses, 

Reported, that they had performed that dll~Y, and tlo.tlhe 
presiden' h"d returned for anSIVer, that he wonld meet the two 
houses this day at twelve o~clock anu deliver his communication 
in person. 

A committee consistiug of Messrs. McKinney, Hooper and 
Allen of Nacogdoches, were appointed to invite the sellate to 
meet tbe house of representatives, in this hall, for the purpose 
of recei'"ing the president. 

A petition from A. Hnston, late quarter master general 
of the army, was presented by 1\1r. Rowe, which on motion of 
Air. Brusb. was referred to the committee on claims and accounts. 

On motion of ;\lr. Allen of Nacogdoches, it was 
Resoleed, That his Britannic Majesty's Consul at Tampico, 

Mr. Crawford who is now in tbis country, be invited to take a 
'eat in the hall of representatives, at any time it may suit his 
con'-enience, and that a committee be appointed tv nOlify him 
of tloe same. 

Messrs. Allen of Nacogdoches, Rowe, and Roman, were 
appointed a committee to carry said resolution into effect. 

The speaker laid before the house a lctter from the honora
ble M. ·W. Matthews, late a representative from the county of 
Red River, resigning his ~eat in this house; which resignation, 
on motioll of Mr. Allen of Nacogdoches was accepted; and 



Messrs. Allen of Nacogdoches, and Branch were appointed a 
committee to notify the execuii,"c of said resit;nation. . 

On motion of Mr. Branch the house took a recess, until 
half past cleven o'clock. 

AT HALP 1',\ST ELEYE:o,", A. If. 

The Speaker resumed tbe cbair. , . , 
lIfr. McKinney, from the committee a~polnted ,to mVlte 

the senate to meet the house of representatIves 1Il thIS hall, at 
12 o'clock, to receive the president, reported, "that they had 
performed that duty." 

A me8S'~ was received from the senate througb senat?l'S 
Somervell and 'Wilson, that tbe senate accepled the invitation 
of tbe bouse, and will unite with it in this ball, at 12 o'clock,for 
the purpose of receiving the communication from the president 
of the rc pu blic. , 

TJJC committee heretofore "PP',inted to inform the pres,l' 
dent that the congress is organized, was then instructed to walt 
on him. and conduct him into the house. 

On motion of Mr. Gant it was ordered tbat seals be pre· 
pared within the bar of the house for the accommodation of lao 
dies on this occasion. 

On motion of Mr. Allen of Milam, it was 
Resolved, Tllat the honorable Arthur Butler, late minist,:" 

from the United States of North America to the United l\leD' 
can States, now on a visit to this city, be invited to a seat within 
the bar of this house. 

Mr. Allen of Milan was appointed a committee to commU' 
nicate the ;,;vitation to the honorable "Tm. Butler. 

The seoate then eotered the ball, preceded by their ,ser
geant-at·arms, the president pro tern. took bis seat on the ngbt 
hand of the speaker, and presided jointly with him. . 

The senators were provided with seats in front of tbe chair, 
and the officers of the two houses associated in their several duo 
tics, at their respective stations. 

At twelve o'clock his exclollency the president entered th~ 
ball, accompanied by the heads of the several departments, an 
otller officers of the government, and also by J oseph 'ru~er 
Crawford, Esq., His Britannic Majesty's Consul at Tampl~O, 
and commissioner from the British government to this republic, 
and 'preceded by the joint committee of the two howses. The 
prcsldent Was received by tbe members of the two houses stan-
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ding uncovered, and was conducted to a seat between !be ptc.J. 
dentpro !em. of the senate, and the speake~ of the house. 

The heads of departments, (be British commissione~ aod 
the other attendants of his excellency, were accommodated 
'nth sea ts on the right and left of the chair. 

The mCAibers having resumed their seats, after a short 
vause, His .Excellency rose and read thc following communica. 
twn. 
GeJl~~f.'mnt of lite Senale and House of Rtpre6cn'a.tive6~ 

,\ Ith peculiar pleasure I greet your ",turn to the Capitol.
At the adjournment of the last session,.,e country w,,", under 
the appJ'chc~5~on of an iMvasion fr~m ~ur ene~, which cr~a. 
ted much sohcltude, and h'ld an unkInd mlluen!!'!i on our foreIgn 
relation,. H was tempora.·y in its elf eels, as was m'l/lifested in 
the recognition of our independence by the Government ot 
the United States of America. We now occupy the proud atti· . 
~ude of a sovereign and independeotRepublic; which will 
Imposeupoo U$ tbe obligation of evincing to the world! that 11'8 

are ..-lIrthy to be free. This will only be aocomplished by wi,e 
legisl"tion, the maintain"nce of our integrity, and the faithful 
and jnst redemption of our plighted faith where vcr it has been 
pledged. Nothing can be better calculated to ad vance our inte· 
rests and cbaracter, than the establi,hment of a liberal and 
disinterested poiicy, enlightened by patrioti,m, and guided by 
wisdom. 

The plan of legislating for prcsent emergencies,without reo 
f~rcllcc to a general and permanent system, wHl render a gov" 
ernment Jess ~table in it~ institutions and less prosperous in it, 
progress, tlmn it must be where a propcr foundation is laid, and 
a corresponding fabric is erected on its basis. Diversified inte.
rests must exist ill every community, and that system which i. 
best calculated to promote the general interest, is the on~ 
which sholl!d be adopted ani adhered" to with fidelity. 'Fhe 
representatives of the sovereign people by a calm and del!be. 
rate discussion of the various interests of the different sectIOn! 
of OUr country will be enabled to arrive at such conclusions al 
wiII induce tbem to adopt a course, which m?st be in its </fecto, 
both salutary and pleasing to every true patriot. 

The views which must actuate every friend of the country, 
wi]] he the advancement of its glory and the happin.,,! of ito 
citizens. The prescnt prospects of crop' in our country is .. 
subject of sincere gratulation, and ,:,"~lile it. reffects luot;c on 
the lDdustry and cnterpri~e of our CItIzen;, It should lnopile ... 

2 



.. itlt veneration and gratitude to a I);vioo Pro.-idc""c for thi. 
manifosu,tion of his continued favor. 

Am()Tlg the various subjects 0{ deep and vital interest to the 
country, is that of our finances. Th" dema..ds en Ollr Treasury, 
since tile adjoumment of Congress, ha.,·c been grcnt~ \yithout 
t11C means of meeting them, and rendering that aid which was 
in ercry way so desirable.. The several acts pro\'iJing for ~hc 
issues of land scrip to the agents specilicd, have been complIed 
with, and lregret to ,ay, that comparatively none .,( Ihe res
ponsihilities incurred bf the laws, have been met by the,s. 
agents to whom the "I' was issued. A compliance witb ill" 
conditions of ~ Jaw, placed the agent. beyond the control 
of the c1tl!cl1tive, an<! left it without reSOllrces, so r." as the 
supplies oC the army anJ navy were dependant upon the mean • 

.. placed in theirbancls. Repeated calls have been made upoo 
them to renuer their ,,"CCOUllts current to the proper depart
ment, bllt no r::-.sponsc Ins been gh~cn nor reason rendered f~r 
protesting tile drai't.-3 which haye been drawn upon them. ThHt 
state of ;:JIitirs ueillg presented, the Executi\"c resorted to t~e 
only allernative left, "nd directed that no further soles of Sl~P 
should take place by tbem; bGt, that the means rcmaining,JD 
their band.,', should be tmmeuiatcly passed <>ver to the spee,,~l 
agent of tbe government, and that they should «nder theIr 
acrounts accordingly. To this subject tbe carly attention "r 
congress lS c<trnestly rc\]tlcsicd. 
-- l.~be corumi"io"e", sent to the United States, [or the purpOse 
of negntiating a loan of live millions, have constantly reportea 
60 unfavorably of the mOlloy market, tbat it was no~ deemed 
necc~.ary (~Issue Ihe bonds until recently. One of the gentle. 
~en .H1.dlcatIng a wi.sh to retire after haying heen much delayed 
.. h-hi. Journey \>y illhe,,\thJ-'~nd lhe other gi.illg u. no hope of 
bel~g·-abl" ,to elred any thing by prese;;t c~ertions, it wa& 
thought proper to permit them Loth to return, and others have 
been al'polntcd and proceeded to the United States, with a pari 
of the bonds, and '~i!1I convdonl hopes of s"ceess. , 

!he pub!.e doma", of the connlry being the foundation of Its 
inuMes, WIll demand the m<).t serious and enlightened judgment 
of eo~gress, and from its importance, urge the necessity of 
adoptmg some seCure ;yslem for the [ulure government of that 
h~;\n_ch of -OUr rcsour~cs, ana fo(' the regulation of the ri.ghts 

;\!llch .. ha;e been aeqmred ulIJcr former laws in relation to Jt.-
1 ~~ Hell s of the ~xec"ti.ve having been given during the last_ 
"",Slon. of congress 10 I'dabon to (he land hill, submittc<,l for ap 
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~rGml, h~,~e ullder~one no change, bIlt time has only girefl i.t 
the,,:, add,tlOnal lVelght. By reference 10 the bill, it must be 
!"aRl{cst to all, that it is not adapted to our situation; "iuj should 
It be permilted to go into etrcet, the publie interest must sulfer 
injury: and the pub'ic faith, 56 fur as,it is concerued, in the re~ 
<le,;!ptlOn of pledg"", based on her p«blic domain, must also suffer 
S:flOes p"'Judlces. 1 ",,,uld recommend that some plan be de
"',ed that "ill asceriain all the localcd laudsQflhe counly; tI,i, 
bClllg done, the vacant lands will be readily indicated, and pre
vent the. future conllict of titleso-Vnle," some pr,caution of this 
"'haraetcr is_adoptod, cndless litigation mllst b. the consequence. 
. The su Gjeel of the undefincd limits on Ollr northe~'tern fron

tICr, between the United States and this Repul>lie will require' 
the acUon of Co'hgrcss. The boundaries have been so well 
<Iescribed by the4renty sf 1819, betwean"Spain aAd the United 
States, that little dillieolty is apprehended in defining alld esta
blishing our jtt.t line, and obviating all triiling ditlicnltios which 
may have at any time,Misted, through a want of proper c-onsl
deraftou. IJrovisi-on for the appointment ·of a commissionr.r io 
meet one on t.he part of the U Ilitcd States is dcsil'ablcw COLa
ncctcd with the Bubjcct of boundary is that of the Cillldn In
dians, inhabiting a portinn of OUr 1l0rtllCa&tcrn frDnticr. By Lt 

trenty l'eceHtly helJ with that tribe ihey have ceded [crtain 
lauds Lo the lTnitcJ NLat{'", and h,\\'(' :-:hown a l~rosition ta 
.ama.lgamate with t.he 'wiJd Indians within Ollr l.Jl1f[lIcstionahlc 
bon.udaly, while late ;ldviccs have as,;:ured me that the United 
States agent of the tMbe has is~ucd to the warriors, rifles and 
ammunition. The condition nnu disposition of these Indians 
.as ,yell <1S their thefts and mllrders upon "our borders, lmvc been 
'S1j~jcct~ on which our ministerg at Vlashingion city have beeH. 
~tdviscd ~i1}(1 instructed to make immediate and urgent I'crnOn
il(rnnces (0 that O'oY('rnmcnl, and I am well assnred [rom the 
-character of thcl'.:l g-cnticmen, that they ha.ve not been wallting 
-to their duty in this res-pect. The principa:J aggressions -On our 
frontiers have either Geen instigfltcd OT perpetrated by the Cad
-dos• Ii would be painful to suppose, under the circnmstancf's., 
that the United SLates agent, in furnishing- them the mealls of 
fUt'thor injury to th(~ exposed fronticrinhabiianL" of our count.ry, 
llad adcd under the orders of hi~ government. 11. is due to his 
tSovcl'n.JncnL to ~prosc that he has procC't'den un;ah is('oly, aJ;d 
that tlIe stipulations of the treaty concluded between the Umt
~d States and Mexico in April 18:30, will be rigidly rrdhered to 
... far as tlwy appertain 10 Ihe United St:d('s an" Republic if{ 
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Texas. It was among lhe first ohjects of the constitutional 
government, on assuming its.duties, to :luopt such mc~surcs as 
would give peace and secunty to OUl: extended fronllCr. For 
this purpose commissioners were appomteJ at an early pCf!od 
to hold treaties with sc\o'eral of the most numerou3. and actIrc 
of the frontier tribcs. As yet, nothing has been ci/i,cted, owing 
in part to the season of the year at which the uu~inc5S was com
menced as well as to other cause,. A hope is entertained that 
lIomething beneficial will shortly result, as our commissioners arc 
in constant expectation of holding a treaty with the associate 
bands of tbe prairies. This government has recenUy received 
information from sources entirely satisfactory, that" delegation 
consisting of twenty northern Indians residing on the borders 
of the United States, had visited the town of Matamorrs, and 
had stipUlated with the l\Iexi<:an authorities, to furnish that 
government thl'€c thousand warriors, well armed, so soon as it 
would invade Texa,. Commentary up~n .uch alliances in lhe 
present age, would he an insult to chi,'alry, and a reflection up
on the heurts and understandings of those who have sought to 
to establish the maxim, that war is calami tOilS enollgh witbont 
the evils 'of treachery and massacre, which devote alike tbe fe
male and the warrior to cruelty and death. Assurances are 
rendered to this government, that citi ... ens of tbis republic haye 
Jately beClt made prisoners by the Caddos, and that scalps re
cently taken on our frontier hal'e heen seen in their nation. 1t 
is within !he province of this government to enquire into tbe 
causes whIch have produceu thc:sc calamities, and no vigilance 
on my part shall he wanting to prevent their recurrence. I 
feel fully aware that the policy of this government is to pursue 
a just and liberal course towards Our Indian neighbors; and 10 
prevent all encroachments upon their rights.. . 

The drmy of Texas has never been in "more f"yorablccond1' 
ti.on tb"n at present. The permanent force in the field is suffi· 
Clent I~ meet all the emergencies of invasion, while at the short· 
est nohce the defence of the country can be brought into imme' 
diate action in that el'ent. 

I. feel assured tbat a syatem of discipline, ,u hordin"tion a&d 
pobce bas been establisbed in tbe army, which refleds much 
credit npon its general, and docs IlO less honor to the officers 
and •. oldi~". tban to our counlry. They havecncounterc~ m~' 
ny p.'lvano.ns aDd difficulties within tbe last season, wh;ch It 
was ImpossIble for tht government to avert, owing to callses ai

Teady _tated, and I am pl'Oud to .ay tbat order has been man' 
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ife,tcd, ,,?J the ~piri(s of those'men devoted td !iJ>erty have 
not sunk, luto.pusilJanimity and weakness, bnt have been borne 
;;; and tliumllltd by the anlent hope that they IflilY, ere 101lg, 

ect nn cllf'my opposed to human rights, when they can evince 
:~ the w~rJd th:,t they arc the desce,~dallt' of freemeu, ami that 
.~} tlfe ll1VlOclbJe. I fecI plea.mrc 10 recommending their (;011-

{ht~~n to ,the com:i~ration of congress, and tru;;t that every 
pO~~lbJc aIU may ~ndcrcd to their comfort, efficiency, and 
glory. At the S<lme time 1 feel ""ured that they will not disre
gard the Ilis1.ory;_¥cvolutions, and that one important tnllh will 
not escape thejr~servation, yiz: thai those who contend for l1b~ 
ertJ~ust be prepared to endure privations. The glory of the sol
(he~ " "I ways proportioned to the diRicnlty and danger of his 
achW\TcmclIts. The siLll~on of the army:1.L the adjournment 
of the Jast session of congress was f:1f from what was desira.hle 
to tl~c country; since then an organization has taken place, anel 
much credit is due to the officers and soldier, for their ready 
obedience to-o.the lilWB and regulations which have Leen enacted 
fOf_ih'dr government. By the rpduction of the number of su
pernumcra .. y oAiccrs its expenses have been diminished to the 
amount of !lt2:l9,032, per annum. The requi'itc number, of of
ficers are no\'\' in command, and the organization is complete. 

The insufficiency of our navy mu~t be a subject of seriolls 
consideration. 'Vhenthecon~tilulion(l\ government assumeu its 
functions, the armed vessels, Brutus ann Inyincible, were in the 
por~ of New York, and rcmained there until a few weeks past, 
when they retul'ned, but \vithout eithcr cre\VS or provibions f01" 
a cruise. 

The Independence having not more than two weeks pro
lr-isions, was taken to N cw Orleans some months since, where 
'he has been detained, and has not yet been rcported to this 
goYernrnent for sen-icc. 

At an early clay a confidential officer was despatched to 
the United States, lor the purpose of purchasing such vesscl. 
as would enable us to keep lhe command of the gulf from our 
enemy. 
• He has reported to the proper department, ,and his arri~·al 
1S daily expected ,yith onc or more hlle vessels, III preparatIOn 
(0 defend our commerce, and make reprisals 011 the enemy. 

Our commerce hail, suffered to some cALent, and a small 
portion of supplies [01" the army, has b(v:n rapt tIred and tl1l~cn 
lrJto 1\fcxican ports. I take Jeave Lo call the serious attcnb.on 
Qf eong,'ess to the establishment of a naHI depot at some pOInt 



6n,our COllst; which will add grftllt1y to our efficiency at sea, 
'and at the same time dimillislu.rir expenses. 

The suspension of busincsS aUend<lnt on the remoral of the 
puh1ic archives and documents, with oiber f{;;l.SOnS, has rcnder~ 
ed it impossible to lay before congre,. Jctail<,J reports of the 
Bcv·era! Jl~parLmcnts of the government, showi!lg'lIH.:ir coudition; 
bd ,0 soon ~s practicable, and at an ~arly day, they will be 
submitted, and all imporLwt iJlformlltiOJ:l~Jl!rftd to congr:-ss. 

Not unc0unectcd with the nal'al for~e lif,L1iC country, is the 
subject' of the African sldve Irad". 1L c~not be disbelieved 
that ,thousands of ,\Crimm have btely beeniJ»portcd to the Isl
and of Cuba~ with a design to transfer a large porti0n of them 
into this repuhlic. This un!JOly and cruel tratJic has called 
down the reprobation of the huma~ and ju-t of all ci,ilized na
t~ons.-Oul' n.ulJOrrcncc to it is clearly c)..prcEscJ in our consb.tu
hon and l;n1's. Nor ha:l it rested alone 11 pon the declaration 
of our policy, but has IOllg since been a suLjcct of reprc!!cnta
hon to (he ~ovcrllment of the United Statc'5, our ministirs ap
prisi8g it o[ every [act which would enable it to devise ,uch 
mea.ns as would prevent either the Iandin(~ or in.troduction of 
Africa.ns into our couniry. 0.. 

The naval force of Texas not being in a situation to be dI
verted from our immediate uefence, n·W be a sullicicnt reason 
why the government of the U ni 'cd Slates, and England shouN 
employ ~uch a portion of Hwir ro['cc~ itt the Gulf as will atonce 
al'rc~t. the accur3ed trade and rcd~(:[n thi;:; republic from t~c 
SuspicIOn of connivance which woulJ he .1.5 detrimental to lLs 
character as the pra' .... ticc i5 rCDu"'nant to the fedillO"" of its citi
zens. Should the tralHe cor~ti~;ue the odium canI~ot rest upon 
us, but will remaill a blot uron the escutcheon of l1ations who 
ba}::e power, a.nd withhold their hanrl from the ,>york of h1lmamty .. 

It :viU be proper to remark that ollr attitude in J'C·!ation to 
the subject of annexation to the United State, of America, ha' 
under~one no . t I I 't I' the J' ~ .t;~. lrnpor an C lange ~ince the alljournmcT~. 0 
d~t SCS~IO~ of cougrcss. Our ministers at ,rahhingLon CIty ga.vC 

to t.h~ SUOjcct of Otlf national concerns, their nbk, zt,.dous and 
unhnn~ ~lttention, and much credit is d~c to them for the char· . 
a~ter wInch they sustained in advocating our interests at a for
~!gn "COurt. The period at \vhich the con~rress of the United 
~Latcs Was compelled to !l.diourn, prcrcnLed'=' any l"Iction of that 
fovcrnmcnt, relative to amicxation. It \'!rill it is hopeJ, he rC
erre? to, the action of the next 5C"iOIl, anti r~ceive an early de

tcrmmatIOn. 
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In the mean ti~e it 'Yill be p;oper. for 'I'e"a, to pursue a 
course of polley winch .. 111 be bencficJaI to her in a character 
BubstantIn .. ', and to secure ber existence and her rights, without 
reference to confingencies. For it is no! p058ibJe to dctcl'mi.Ac 
what are to be her future- relations to the civilized nations orihe 
glou~. Blessed \yith a soil the most fertile, and climate the most 
deJigbIful and saJuiJriou£, Texas must uttract the attention of 
all the commercial and mauufacturing nations of the world. 

l-Ier cotton, sugar, indigo, wines, pe1tri~s, live stock ancI 
the ~recious mincJ'als will all become objects or mcrcanliJc en
terpme and actiyity. 

. Nor eim we loose sight of the important production of the 
Lire. Oak. It is but reasonable to say that four fifts of all that 
;pcncs of timber, now in the world, is to be found growing in 
Texas, while many millions worth of it is daily dccnyillg OJl our 
cuhi,-uted fields. 

'fo establish su£h intercoUrse with nations friendly to us, as 
ltilJ induce them to seck our mark-et- with their man[J~[)rcs 
and etlrnmodities, and recei\'e from us in ,exchange our proJut-
tions) ·will becolne our most imperative duty. " 

Texas with her superiol,:..p.<lLural H{h.antngcs mll:o:l become a 
poin t of attraction, and t,h{- policy of csLJblishing ,y Lth. her the 
earliest relatiolls of friclldship allll connncrcc wil~ Ht;'t escape 
the c,-c of state~mcn. 

il;ngland has not disregarded our si~uat1on thus far, nOr ran _ 
We believe from the. indications already mrr.ni(cstcd hy her, that 
sbe_ is to rrg2.rd Gur prosperity with unkind feelings of suspicioll 
Or Indifference. 

Should cur'rc30urccs be rcglll:-ttcd by a wi.se ~lld politic sys ... 
tern of Icgi:-:Ll.tion, Wi..! m~5i remain .J.a indepcndent and become: 
a prolillperolls people. 

Our rcbti0ns to nrl':xic-r.~.:~incc the last sC's3ion of congrcss" 
naye undergoJle no importi-d.cJaange, n'Or IHH'e overtures b~en 
1l}adc~ by either nation. ~, . _ . 

fexa:;:, confident. -that sh--e can sus tam the rlghts [or wInch 
she has contended, iii not willing io invoke the mcuiaiioi1 of oth
er power.:;- ,,-hilc Afpxico. IJlind to her interest and her future 
c~istenc(', 'seems tlet{'rrnin~d on prot'racting th~ war, 'ivitbouL re
gard to her iI~tcrnal ,:orrunotions. Rovolutions isstarking abroad 
throughout her land rrllilc she is un:1blc 1.0 I.kfcnd her frontier 
against the incuroioll5 of the imnds of predalory Indi;lfis on the 
frontier of the Rio Grande from Santa Fe to Matamors. Ea .... 
1y in last winter a e0'iesponclcDcc was opened by the secretary 
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of state with the Thlcxican CO:15uI at K (.,y Orleans contiliniug 
propo3itions to cxdw.ngc prisoners, so ii!f ,(5 the numliCT of ~cx. 
ii1ns "'olilJ extend, ;Lnd then Lo rc1~asc the excess of ... \It'xJcan 
pri~oner3 on parole. 

Noh~'ithst;luJ.ing the hUtll:l.nity and liberality of this offer, 
it has met no oJll(ial response from 1,11<11, gon~rnmcnt. It seem: 
cd 10 mc,t/Jut i1 would be in accordance with the ci\-iliz~tion 01 
lhe age, to rc:Jca:::c all the pl'i~ol.(~[·~, and to permit them 10 learc 
our StlOI'C5 ~o soon as tbey call do so. III Lile mcantime I ha.re 

learned Lhat QUI' citiJ?:cns, as well <:1::, ttlC prisoncr5~ at )Iatamoro~, 
(amounting to thirteen in number) hart.! been JibelaLed. I~ lS 

impo3siblc for me Lo account for the apathy with wbich ~Iexlco 
treated the subject, and her willingness to permit a P?rtion. of 
the br<ixest troops of the nation to remain prisoner;; In eXIle, 
when.<1 jllst policy, ,youlJ at once, hayc restored them to their 
country anu thei," homes. 

COl1gress will no oou1Jt fiuu it IH'cessary to revise the laws 
of the r·cpuLlic. and (0 d:red t!tat a m"cst be made of those of 
c.:oalwiJu, nllU Tcx:ts so i:tr as tlley rna-/ !J.e useful to the estalr 
h!lhmcnt ?f rights acguircd~ uiluer tIwm. 

It ",!II be seen that (ire adoption of the common law of Eng
land, W}t}l. modifications adapted to our situation, is required by 
the proVisions of the constitution. ' 

Nothing can conduce more to the order and stability of" 
g.overnment '.han the simplicity of lall's, the proper definition of 
l"Jghts, a~d their impartial a.nd consistent admillistration. 

. I ~lllnot ~]ose this communication to Jour honorable, ~ody, 
w~thout rr~scntmg to your consideration, the clai.?15 of cItIzens 
".1 the Lmtcd States, who acquired, as they conceived, bonajirU 
IItles to lands in Texa,. 

It b due to many of these individual; (0 suuge't that their 
generous and. manly efforts in belHdf of 'our c:usc, ~vjJl entitle 
them to t?C most fiLvorablc decisions of congress. 
b . Thell· means have aided us in the darkest hOllrs of our pro-

abon, and recently lJavc aided in djspcJlin~ our cmbarrass~ 
ment.. Such Inen deServe the gratitude, as w~1I as the justice 
of QUr C~untry. 
B . 'VinIc redecting upon the dispensations of an Almighty 

elOg, who has conducted our countrv through scenes of nopar
alleHc.d pI·ivation, I1mssacrc arid sufrer:ing it is but gratil ude and 
s~nsl?Jhty to render to him out" most dcv~lJt thanks, and invoke 
IllS kmd benignity and future providence, that he will preserve 
and go, crn us as a chosen people. 

SAl\t lIOUSTOX. 
lIou;t Oil, May 5, 1837, 
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Hi, exeellency having concluded, retired from the hall, 
_conducted and accompanied as on hi. entrance. 

, The "usiness on which the two huuse. had united in joint 
.es~lOn being ended, the honorable senators arose on the call of 
~heJr presi",ent; the two hou,es separated, and the senate with •. 
t::;~. to thCIl'charnber in t.he same order in whicJl they had en-

On mol ion of Mr. Allen of Nacogdoches, it Was 
,Ordered, That one thousand copies of the president'. cOm. 

mUDlcahoIl be printed for the use ofthe house of represenhl.tives. 
, On motion of Mr. Baker of Austin the house adjourned 

unllillfonday morning at 10 o'clock. 
W. F. GRAY, elk • 

.!\fONDAI', MAY S, 1837. 
The house met pursuant to adjournmeftt. 

, lIfr. Gant prelented the petition of Dand Laughlin pra,. 
lUg a gra.ucof Land. to .!\fary Marilla Foat, whjch, on motion 
.f Mr. Gant, was referred to lhe committee on public lands. 

lIIr. Allen of Nacogdoches, from the committee appointed 
10 notify the executive of the rcsignatioD of the Han. i\t L. 
Matthews of the county of Red Ri,·cr, reported, that the com
mIttee had performed that duty, and had received in answer 
that there would be a writ of election issued without delay; 

Mr. Brush ,,,bmitted the following jaint resolution: 
Resolved, by the senate and house of repre,entatives of the 

republic of Texa, in congress assembled, That the president be 
required to issue writs of election to fill the mcancies that have 
occurred in the depopulated di,tricts, since tbe -lint meeting of 
congrels; leaving it discretionary wlth him to order the pon. 
to beheld wherever the inhabitants of the said district may be. 

On motion of lIfr. White the fifty-first rule of tbe bouse ?' suspended, and tbe said joint resolution was read a .econd 
lIne, and 

0" molion of 1\[r. Baker of Austin, it was referred In the 
">lIl1nittee on the judiciary. 
l' On motion of lIIr. Ganl the following preamble and ",.olu
Ion were adopted. 

h lVhereas .eveml Dew membe .. have been elected to the 
OU,e of representatives, aud whereas s.veml of tbe former 

lIlemhcrs arc absent;--
Be it resolved, That the speaker is hereby in.truc~d to 
3 
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brm anc'v, standing commi.ttees of at least five members each, 
on slIch subjects as he may think necessary and proper. 

!\ir. Gant asked leave to introduce a bi II to be entitled "aa 
act to regulate and fix inheritances;" which being granted bI 
the hOlf.!:C, 

The bill \Ya. read a tirst time and laid 011 the taMe. 
On motion of :Mr. ROYle it ,ras 
Resolved, That a committee of three be appointed to ex· 

amine nnd report on the unGr,ishccl business of the last session .. 
Mr. Rowe, Mr. 'White, and ~fr. Gant wCre appoiated a 

l:omrniUee for ~aiu purpCY5c • 
. On motion @f !\ir. White tbe house adjourned until to-mor

,,,W morning at ten o'clock. 
W. F. GRAY, cn. 

TUESDA ¥, MH' 9, 183i. 
''rhc Spe<1 ker resnm~d the chair ~t the nsual hour; and the 

Toll being called, the following members appeared: Mcss~', 
Speaker, Allen of l\Iilam, .\ mold, Baker of !\Iatagorda, Bl~ 
lingsly, Boyd, Brallch, Brush, Chenoweth, Carlwright, Gant, 
Hill, H~per, Holman, Lewis, J\!cKinney, Roman, Rowe, 
Wrigbt, White, West. 

. Messrs. ·Baker <>f Austin, and Pennington, "cre reported 
.lck and unable to attend. 

The sergeant-at-arms wa, dispatched in que,t of the ab
lentee, returned, and reported, that he could not be found. . b 

Mr. Bronch moved an adjournment until 2 o'clock, wille 
1mS lost. 

The sergeant-a! arms Was aanin sent in quest of the absent 
Jlle~b~r, bu~, again. returned and ~cpm·tcd an llmuccc5~ful searc~. 

At· a quarter pa,t II o'clock 011 motion of )fr. Hoop' , 
lln!·hot18e adjourned until half P;S! two o'clock, P. 1>1. 

AT 2 O·CLOC:h. r. Jlr 

The house met pUfSunnt to adjournment,' d 
An,d the roll being .called, twenty-three members nns'W~re . 
:rho Speaker anlIounced the followiag slanding wmm•11ee" 

appOInted u~der the resolution passed yesterday. . do-
b' O~l Foreign Rclations,-J\!essrs. Boyd, Allen of Nacog 

c es, len of Milam, Holman, McKinney. , 
Br 0; tays and .J1J,ans-lIIessrs. Allen of Nacogdoche, 

aile, henowcth, Rowe, Pennington. 
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On Clnims and J!cco""ts-MessF1', llrnneh,Baker ,of M"t-
"gorda, 'Y cst, While,· 'Wright. ' 
_. 0 .. the Judiciar!!-MeSf!rs. Baker of Austin, Hill, Cart. 
nght, Arnold. Gaut.. 

0" Public' Lands-Messrs. Rowe, Holm":", Baker of Alat. 
agorda, Arnold, Brush. 

Or< the Post OiJiee-Messrs. Holman, Ifuyd, 'Veight, Ro-
man, Lewi.. ' 

II On Indian .4ffai,·s-~Iessrs. Billing;ly, Allen of Milam, 
ooper, McKinney, Branch. , 

B Onil" Stale of the RqJUblie-Messrs. Allen ofJ\Iil',Ill,Br~s!J., 
.ker of Ahtagorda, U-ooper, Baker of Austin. . 

13 0" Counl!! Boundaries Messrs. Lewis, Holman,lVhite, 
rush, Hill. 

On Road. Bridges and Ferries-llfes .... Pwniugoon, Ro-
rna", ·West., Gant. Lewis. '. 
B On Mililtz,,!/AjJairs-Messl's. R<>.Qlan, .Chenoweth, Rowe, 

.ker oj,MiltilgOnfa, Brush. " . 
(Tn JYaval .flJJ.irs--Mcsors. Gallt, BoyJ, Hill, Cartwright, 

Hooper. 
On Enrolled Bills-Messrs. White, lloyd . 

. Mr. Chenoweth presented the petilion of James Taylor, 
'Whlcb was read and referred to !lw committee on claims and a.c~ 
COunts. 

Mr. Branch submitted the following joint resolution: 
R('solr:ca, by the senate and h01lse of representatives of 

the republic of Texas, in congress assembled, That (he audilor 
b?, and he is hereby rcquir'c<4 to audit all claim' pre§c)1ted to 
brm for articles of whakvcr killd or discripti<>n, purchased by 
()r furnished to the commissaril:s or quar(cr mnsteTs of our army., 
b-!, a citizen of this republic, "pan the eerlilicate of such com
nUSsary Or quarter ma::;ler, 01' other ~atisfactory testimony oHhe 

I
fact, and upon the indi, iuuo!', takiltg tile 6uth prescrilied by 
aw: 

Which was rea.d a first time and laid on the taLle. 
On motion of Mr. R<>we it was 
Resolved, That so much of the president's message as re~ 

lates to land laws be referred to the committee on public lalle,. 
On mOliou of l\Ir. Allen of Nacogdoches, il was 

j Rr.sol1Jed, That so much of the prcsidcut'il message as re
ates to finances be referred to lhe committee of ways auu mean .. 

On motion of Mr. Gant it was 
fo ~esolve(~, That so much ofthc prcsi(~ent,\) message as r~latc8 

"a,al alJ:~lfs be I efrrrcd to (he comnutlcc on navul """'I ..... 



On motion of Mr. White it was 
Resolveri, That sO much of the president'. me"age as rel~ttl 

to Indian affairs be referred to the committee on Indian aJfalrt. 
On motion of Mr. Chenoweth it waS 
Ruo/ved, That sucb portion of the president's messa~e as 

relates to the army,be referred to the committee on military.f. 
fairs. 

On motion of l'I{r. White it was 
Resolved, That '0 much of the president's message as .re· 

Iates to foreign relations be referred to the committee on foreIgn 
,elation •• 

On motion of Mr. Chenoweth it was 
Retched, That so much of the president'. meSiage as re

Jates to Texian agents he referred to the committee on the 
statc <>f the republic. 

On motion of Mr. Allen of Nacogdoches it was 
R",olveri, That so much of the president'. message as re

latel to our pledge. to the people oftbe United States, be ",. 
k,rw!E> the committee I>Il foreign relations. ., 

On motion of l'Ifr. Gant, the bill (No. I,) to be entitled' an 
act to r~gltlate and fix inheritance.," was taken up and read a 
aecond time,and referred tl> the committee on the judiciory. 

0 ... motion of Mr. White, the hou!c adjourned till to-mot· 
.ow morning at ten o'clock. 

W. F. GRAY, CI'k· 

. WEDNESDAY, 10th ~ay, 1837. but 
The membe," assembled according to adJOurnment! 

ewing to the storm of tbe preceding night, and the insuffiClen~ 
ef the buildin:, theiloorb"in~Jl~oded with water, and tbo b d . 
. ~t lop t~ transac:tion of bllSine .. , on motion, the house a 
jCIII;me.tlNltil to-morrow morning at 10 o'clock. 

W. FAIRFAX GRAY, Cl'~. 
TUUR'DAT, l'I-iAv 11, 1831. twO 

The house met pursuant to adjournment, and twenty-
lheftlbers appeared in their placeo. ron 

The petition of Peyt<>n S. Wyatt, praying compen,a Ind 
for expenditure" &c. was presented by Mr. Roman, read, a 
rekrred to the c"",mittee on claims and accoullts. . 
. Mr. B"y~ presented the petition of Samuel Bacon, p~lo 
109 compenlabon for services· which wao read and referre 
the committee an daim. and ~ccount.. 
F·;<"·~ 
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Mr. Holman presented the petition of David O. \Varrcll 
and others, praying eompensation for services; which was read 
and referred to the committee on claims and account:::. 

Mr. Rowe, from the committee 011 lands oubmitted a report 
On so much of the president'. message as relates to the public 
land. and general laud ollice, accompanied by a bill supple
mentary to the "act to establish a gencrnl land office." 

. On motion of l\h. Branch, "that the report he accepted," 
the ayes and noe. were coiled. 

AYES-Messrs. Speaker, Arnold, Boyd, Branch, Cart
right, Gant, Hill, Hooper, Holman, Lewis, U'Kioncy, Pen
nington, Rowe, 'Vright, 'Vhite, West-16. 

NOES-Messr,. Allen of Nacogdoches, Allen of J\filam, 
Baker of Matagorda, Billingsly, Brush, Chenoweth and Ito-
man-7. . 

Ordfrea, That three hundred copies of the report be print. 
ed for the use of the house • 

. . On motion of Mr. Rowe, the bill was read" 6rst time and 
laid on the table. 

lIfr. Gant, from the committee on the unfinished bu,iness 
of last session, made a report of the business remaining on the 
speaker" table at the close of the last session. 

Mr. Gan! aha submitted a bill and two joint resolutions 
which had passed the lwo house, at the close of the last session. 
and about which it was uncertain whether or not they had baen 
enrolled and presented 10 Ihe president. 

Referred to the committee on enrolled bill, for enquiry. 
Mr. Gant introduced" bill to be entitled "an act for tbe 

benefit of aliens, who arc the the lawful heirs of citi.ens who 
h"ve or may hereafter die, or be killed in tbe sen·ice of the 
republic of Texas," which was read a first time, and laid on tl!~ 
table. 

The Speaker laid befor? the bouse .sulldry returns of cIc.c
tions h..."Jd for members of tIns house, which had been translmt
ted to him from the office of the Secretary of State. 

o motion of 1\1r. ·White the .aid returns Were referred to 
a selec

l
; committee. The chair appoin~ed ~essrs. 'Vhite, Rowe, 

and Allen of Nacogdoches Ihat com~lttee.. . 
On motion of .Mr. Branch, the Jowt rc:o;oluho.n subrIl1tt~d by I 

him on Tuesday, respecting the d~lhCS of the audItor, wai taken, 
up on its second reading, and bClIlg nrn~ndcd, WaS referred to 
Ihe committee on the slate of the repubhc. . 

The Speaker laid before the house" report from thc audl-, 



tor of puhlic ac,~o'_mt5, which wa~ rend, and on motion of AIr. 
Gallt, referred to the ccmmiticc on UJC strrtc of the repuhlic. 

Ou motion of .'Ir~ Pennington, the house adjourned untiJ 
10 Q'dock io-morrow. 

l'JtID.\ Y, lIt\ y 12, 1837. 
The hOl!3'::! :w.:t ptlr.=:unnt to aJjournmcnt-23 members 

prc5c!d. , . . 
~.!r. Branell 1'l'c,cntcJ tIle petltlOn of Charles Sage p."YlDg 

compcnsatiolJ fur sen:iccs and relicf for expenditure, which was 
I'cad, aud, on mol ion of 1\11'. Branch, was, with tbe accompany
ing Jocumcut.5, feferret! to the committee on claims amI ac" 
COUlltS. 

On motion of Mr. ROlfe, the HOH. R.lII. ·WilliamsoD w"" 
permitted to appear at the bar of the house to reat! and explain 

rn petition on llis own behalf, as agent and attorney in fitet of 
,the late ernpresario, Benjamin R. liiilam. The petitioner ap' 
peared, read his petition, and commented at large on the S;lme. 

, On motion of 1\11'. Holman, the pdition of ll. l\I. William
son wa. referred to the cemrniltce On po hlic lands. 

A message was received £eorn the Senate by their deck, 
informing the bouse that the senate had passed .(/)e following 
joint resolution, in which they asket! the conCUr!"ence of the 
hom:e: 

"A joint resolution for the sUl'pr(>s~ion of Indian JlO~tilities." 
ltesolved by the Senate and lIollse of Itepresentatives of 

the Republic of Tex<lt', i~1 Congress assembled, That a special 
committee be appointed by each hou:i~ of Con.gress, to act in 
conjunction on the suLjeet of making un expcdit-ion against the 
severnI tribes of hostile Inyians that arc intcsting our frontier 

·"ettlement;. 
Also, l4. joint .resolution rc<]ucsting the President to appoint 

an agent to the court of Great Britai'h 
R~s()hcd, l)y the Senate and lIousc of RepresentaLives of 

the ReilubJic of Texas, in Congrc~s assembled, That the IJ resl-
cent be requested to appoint an agent to repair to the court of 
Great Brita-in tosolirit the rccognitiop of oUl"-indepcndcncc and 
to cuter, into iuch trcntics as mny be necessary to ad,'anc; our 
mutual Interests;, and ~hat nine thousand five hundred doHars are 
hereby. approprLa~ed out of any_ moneY,in the tre:lSlIfY not 
otbenV1SC app~Opflnte~, to:carJ'y tins l'CsoJuhon into effect. 

rfhc (H"St JOIll~ resolutIOn (r~m the Senate being under con
sideratioJ1, on mohon "r Mr. GallI:, the fifty urst rule of the 



house wu:j suspended, and the resolution W<tS rcad three timca 
and passed. 

On motion of l\Ir. Billings)y the same was rc-considcred. 
11:'. Billinu,lv suumitted the Jollowil1[; sub,titute [0.' the 

said joint l'~oluti~I~. 
[{('solved, ~)y the House of Ilcprescn1ati'ic~ in congr~s5 [15-

sembJed, That the Speaker of (his house appolllt a. committee 
of three to 'let in conjuuction with a like committee nppointe4 
all the part of tile Senate, to draft a bill for lhe better protection 
of the Indian [!"Outier. . 

1,rhicb was adopted, and ordered to be sent tTo . the senate 
for their concurrence, and Mr. Hilling,l!, 1\1r. 'IV b,te and Mr. 
Ga'nt Were n,ppoin.ted the committec. 

The second resolution from the Senate waS then taken UPt 

read a first time and laid on lIlc taLle. 
On motioD.of lIf,·. 'Vbitp; il waS 
ResoblCd, That the committee ,on county boundaries be 

i,pokiIcted t"'Tcport ... · bill ,dcfull"g <the boundaries of the seve. 
'l'al counties of th~ republic,.. 

Tile house tbOll proceeded to the orders of the day. 011 
motion of M ... Rowe, n bill to be entiLied "an "ct \0 lerrnlize 
marriage contracts" was .taken up 011 its scconu rcaJing~ and 
referred to a select comrmttec, ('.onsi~ting of .. Messrs. llowe, Ba. 
ker of J\lat(tgorua, aud Br.;tn~h. 

A bill to be entitled "an act establishing a rate of inLe. 
rest, which had passed the house at the last se~sioll, was, on rno .. 
lion of ]\fr. 'Vhite, ordered to be engrooscd, nnd sellt to the 
Senate. 

On molion of Mr. Pennington, the bouse "djonrllcd until 
3 o'clock, 1'. N. 

• 3 O'CLOCK, P. l\l. 
The house met pursuant to adjournment. 
Mr. Rowe, from the select comrnith,c on the bill to legal. 

ize tnurriage contracte, reported a. ~C\V blll as a substitnte. 
Mr. Chcnowetl, moved a rejecLion of the hill, which wag 

lost, and the subslitute received in lieu of the hill, on ib second 
reading. . 

""""" 'On motion of 1IIr •. 'Vh,l., the hOll'e rcsolved itself into 
n. committee of the whole house on the Lill to legaliz.e marriage 
cOfltracLs. 

1\-11'. Brllllch ill the chair. 
After !lome tinw spent ill con:;iucl'ation thcl'~of, the conl~ 
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n.ittee ar05e. Mr. Brar.ch repol'ted the bill to the nOll.e, with
out amendments, ~ntl asked that the comn~ittep. be disch,,:rged 
from the further consideration theriof, which was accordmgly 
granted. 

The house then, on motion of Mr. Branch, proceedod to 
con:3idcr the bill uy sections • 

.. 1\11'. Gallt lno~fcd an amendment to the first section which 
was rejected, and the bill ba\'ing bC'c:,n read throu;h, . 

.Mr. moved that it he reJerteo to the commltlce on 
the Judici(\ry; on whi~h questi~n th.c ayes and nocs be,ing.c~ll
c~, those who 'Voted In the afitl'mahYe were )IcsArs. ~pt'akcr, 
Allen of Nacogdoches, Arnold, Baker.ol Afatagorda, HiHings
Jr. Bru.h, Chenoweth, Gant; Hooper, M'Kinncy, Roman 
White~12. 

Tho.e who voted in the negative were .Me"rs. Allen of 
lIIilam, Boyd, Cartright, Hill, Holman, Lewis, Pennington, 
Rowe, West, Wright-lO. 

So the bill Wa' referred to the committee on the judiciary. 
}Ir.llranch moved tha! the house do now adjourn, which 

Was lo,t. 
On motion of Mr. Gant, the bill to be entitled "an act for 

the benefit of aliens who ~rc the lawful heirs of citizens "ho 
llnre, Or may hereafter die or be killed in the sen-icc of the 

.re pub1.ic of Texas," was taken up and referred to the committee 
on tile judiciary. 

On motion of Mr. Brush. it was 
Resulved, ThaI tile comniit!ec on the J udicbry be instruct

ed L~ fCiJ?rt as early :t.s practica~le in rdation to the EubJect of 
electIOns 10 the dcpopuhttcd counties. referred to some days ago. 

On motion of Mr. Allen of X"c~gdo~hes, it IVa, . 
Resolved, Thai t1~e Ckork be, and he is hereby.authorlZed 

(0 proeu~e, on the fruth of the RepubJic, such stationary aod 
other arLcJes as may be necessary for the usc of the house. . 

On motion of Mr. Brush, the house then adjourned uobl 
lo-molfow morni;;g, 10 o'clock. 

W. F. GRAY, CI'k. 

SnURD.\Y, 13lh lila\', 1837. 
The house me! pursennt to adjournment, ·twenty.three 

mcmlwfs present. 
M~·. (;hcnoweth presented the petition of Georl;e C. AI:nes!, 

Jate aSSISt,,?! qua!"ier-ma,ter, praying relief and audit of hIS ac
count.. \V111c1~, wI!h the. accompanying document. were referred 
to the comnll((ee on cklms and account.. 



)\Ir. Brane,h presented lhe petition of James RiclmrJson. 
pr:lYlIIg for rehef, which was referred to tile judiciary corn.: 
OHttee. 

,Mr. Branch presenteu.a petition of 1f argaret R. Harrell 
IJra'yl~g [or a Ji\-orce from Josiah J. Harrell-referred to (h(~: 
commIttee on the Judiciary. 
" )Ir: 'Vest ,presented the petition of Louisa Ron,"c,yraying 
Jor a dn-oree ll'om her husbullU, - __ Howe. RClened l(i) 
the J udiciarJ committee .. 

A rne~5agc wa..s rccehed. [!'Om .the Senate, by their clerk, 
nIr. Rooertson, with a biB to suppress gamhling. 

1ft. \Vhile, [rom the commiltee on enrolled bills, reported 
tilat the bill and two joint resolutions which had been rcierred 
to tlJ[.li committee for enquiry had become laws, and tbat no 
further action on the subject was ncccl:isary. The committee 
Was accordingly discharged from the further c9l)sidcraiion of the 
subject. 

~Mr. ArnoJd, from the committee On the Judicia)"}", to whom 
''',,<15 referred the resolution respecting vacancies ill the depopu
Ja.ted di.5trids, made tile lollon--ilJg report. 
, ~Ir. Brush moved thai the n~1'0rL be rejected i WhLCh mo-

.tIOn wa3 lo~t. .. 
~Jr. 'Yhitc~ from the select committee Oil e~cciion rctul'l1S-, 

Jnade the foJJowinr;' report: The committee to whom ~'as reier. 
red the elections of Nacogdoches DIHI .l\iata!!{Htla, h:tvc rxam
ined tl~e T"ctnrm from the said COt I Iltios, <tIll lind, that in ttw 
county of N acogtlochc:o:, HarleR Amold l"f'ccivcci lliO votes, and 
Jc.hn DUf":,L 61 ,ote~. J'fr. Arnold is therefore dedt!u. III the 
coullty of -'Iatagonla, n. l)avi~ n.lJakcl' re~~h:cJ 8? votc~, ;llld 

George Collinsworth oSl votes. All'. B(~ker IS thcl'dore clc~t('d .. 
The proper members having takell their scats, your cnIl11fi1L1~'j' 
ask to ~u di;cha"geu. 

The committee was accordingly Jisdw.rgcd, antI the rcporl··,' 
laid on the table. 

nlr. Jloopcl' suhmiited a rcsoilition on taxation, \-yliich bci fig 
amendeu, 'va:; adopted in the following \\'onh;: . 

Rfsoivul, that the c.qmmittee 011 ,,,,ays and means 1)(' iql 
strucicd to prepare a. bill to ralse a rCyeHlIC by dir('c~ taxati~ 
and also to enquire what amelHLncnts are !leCC~~ary lit the la\f 
t.hat levies impost duties after the tlrst day of JUBe Itf'Xt. . 

Mr. Chenoweth hi' le,we presented 0 bill to be entilled "an 
act ~o incorporat~ Ihe"Red river and Arall'a,o Bay Rail Rood, 
N"~lgation and Banking Company:' 

4 
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lVhich wns read a fir!t time. 
Mr. Brusb submitted a prote.t against the report of the com

lIlittee on lands, made by Mr. Rowe on the ele,.enth instant, 
which he ""ked to have entered upon the journals. 

On motion of MI'. Allen of Xacogdoches it wa, 
Ordered, That ihe protest lie on the table. 
Mr. Branch by leave of the house introduced a bill to be 

entitled "an act for the relief of Alexander nu>:ton, which hav
ing been read, 

On motion of M,'. White the fifty first rule of the hOllie 
was suspended, and the bill read a second time, and , 

On motion or Mr. Branch, it WaS referred to tbe commIt
tee on the judiciary. 
_ On motion of Mr. Brush the report of the committee on the 

judiciary, concerning vacancies in the depopulated districts, was 
taken up, and 

On motion of Mr. Chenoweth it ... as 
R .. ol~ed, Tbat the report of the judiciary committee, with 

~e .resolution on the subjed of elections in the depopulated 
tiotnct., be referre~ to a select committee. 

~e .. rs. Chenowetb, Baker of Matagorda, and Brusb were 
appointed tbe select committee. 

The Speaker laid before the house a letter from the auditor 
of public account., which was referred to the committee on the 
state of the republic. 

, The Speaker also laid before the house" report from the 
aud:tor of public, accou,nts, on the subject of colonel A. Hus
ton, account. WhICh, wIth the accompanying documents, were 
~eferred to the committee on claims and accounts. 

The bill from the scnate to be entitled "an act to suppress 
gambling," was taken up, and being read, 

On motion of Mr. Branch the fifty-first rule of tbe bouse 
was suspended, and the bill read a second time. 

Mr. Branch moved a further suspension of the rule for the 
purpose of reading the bill a third time, but tbe motion w:",I05~ 

Mr. Chenoweth moved its reference to a select commItte 
which was al,o lo.t. 

Mr. White moved its reference to the committee ou the 
&tate of the republic,-which was iik(}wise lost. 

On motion of Mr. Branch the house Rdjourned uotilMon· 
clay morDin~ at 10 o't!ock. 

W. G. G~AY, el'k· 
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M01'IDAY, MAy 15, 1831, 
The house met pursuant to adjournment 

th 
. And Mr. 'Yharton and Mr. Geraghty appeared and took 

elf sents. , 
Tbe Speaker laid hefDre the house a letter from Abner S. 

McDonald, resigning bis office Qf door keeper to the hOllse, which 
Was accepted. 

:\lr. Branch nominated Solomon L. Johnson to the oIIice, 
and there bcin g no opposition, .Mr. S. L. Sohnson was ullani. 
mously elected, and sworn into office by the Spe-"ker. 

lIfr. West presented the credentials of Jesse Burnb"", a 
member elect from the county of Colorado, in place of the hon
orable J. J. Robinson, deceased, which beiRj attested in dlle 
form, the honorable member was 5worn into office by the Speak. 
er and tOQk his seat. . 

Mr. We.t presented tbe petition of Henry Griffeth, pl'll)'ing 
compeosati;lltJof' a "essel pre.sed into the f"'Iblic ICl'Vice, which 
Wa. ~red .to the committee on claims and nccounu. 

. Mr. Branch from the committee on clailQS and account., to 
whom WaS referred ti,e petition of A. Huston, made the folio ...... 
jDg 

REPORT: 
The committee on claims and accounts, to whom Was r~ 

ferred ihe petilion of A. HIl.ton, late quarter master general, 
together with the ac<ompnnying doc.ments, have diligently ex· 
amiued the same, and from the vouchers therewith submitted, 
entertain no doubt of the correctness of the tl"dnsnctions of this 
officer. Your committee are <>f opinion that the a~ount <>f 
government funds ($3,980,) stolen from the quarter master gen· 
eral at Natchitoches, was owing to no negligence on the part 
of that officer, but was unavoidable, and should conse'{\lentl)' 
be a loss to the government. The individual responsibilities in· 
Curred by that officer for lhe purchase of artides for the use of 
this government,-when the credit of the government had failed 
10 procure them ~al'e clearly ,hown by ihe voucher. submitted 
to your eommil~ce _amounting to ncar four thollsand dollars, 
"nd should in thei~ opinion, be liquidated in the mall ncr prayed 
for. 'Yith ree;a.rd to ihe services of the '1uarter master gener· 
,,] in the United Stales, conceiving he was acting in the discharge 
of .is duties the committee are of opinion nO extra pay should 
be allowed, 'and in conformity to these views have instruete4 
Ille to offer the followin" resolution. 

o EDWARD T. BRANCH, 
Chairman. 



Rt:suhcd, hy the. st:ualD and bouse of reprc50chtatives olme. 
Fcpuhfic of Texas, in cOD'grC:35 as~cmblcd, That th~ auditor be, 
and he is hereby authorized to make a ,cttkment ",th A. HUB' 

ton, late qualter master gener"l, and that the secretary of th~ 
treasury be directed to pay the a:nount of said accGunt, (prrn;z-
ded the ,ame shall not exceed four thousand dollars,) in govern· 
ment land scrip, ~~t tifty ccnh; per acre. 

}-\fr. Chenowetb, ii-lim tlie ~cl('d committee to whom wa3 

referred the resolution and report, of the committee on the judi· 
dary, respecting eleciionsin the depopulated districts, madethe 
following 

REPORT: 
The selcct committee, to whom was referred the reporto(thc 

judicl,ary committee upon the subject of filling vacancies ill the 
representation from the depopulated district" have had the same 
undcl' c:onsideration. 

The committee (we at <t I05S to conceivc how th~ judiciarJ 
committee. cnnld have arrired at the concln~ion, that 'it wou!d 
b~ unconshtutional to permit the inh"l;itan-t, of dcp"!'ulated d~ .. 
faTCts, to- vote for rcptc""Scntati\'cs., in· the manner pointed out 10 
the rusolution.' The constitution which most alW'l"-s betheruJe 
l?r our gov~r,nment in such cases, in defining tbl: rights of su&
tragc and CltIzenship in th;s' republIC, is plain and definite as Jao
;!lIage can .make it. It ex.pressly declares "that every citizen of 
the rcpu,i,lIc, who has att:uncd the "ge of twenty.one, and shall 
h.avc. rcsHicd SlX rnOIl.tbs in tbo::' {listrict or cOllntr where the clec~ 
(IOn I" shall be entitled to vote for member, o( the general con
grcB.':i~··' From the foregoing clause it ,,,iH be readily percch-ed,. 
ik.;,i l( eYer W<l'l t.!Jc intention of Ule framers of tha.t instrument 
to ~l'Ovide,.anJ in no caSe prevent a citizen of this rcpubJic from 
vOLwg for represcntatives in those cf)untics or district:! where 
tl1~y fDny havn resided, and established their rights of citjzen~ 
~np. And further it does appcnr they seem to have tontcm
plated, and wi'cly pm"ided for, the state of thin~. which no'" 
ullI~appily exi~t, within a porti.on of Ollr western t'fl"ontier, ?nd 
wluch have entirely grown out of our relations with :i\{CXlCa. 
The committee aiC clearly of oninion that allY other construe ... 
tinn would conIlict with the si~th aud scvcntl1 section of the 
schedule, whiLh most (1tltlioriiativcJy dedarc5, and points to the 
mode and m:\nElcr ill 'wllictt every ("OlIl1ty in this republic, ~ban 
h-c f?prcscntcd in the two llOU."CS of cOl·l~rc5s. lVc -would noW 
a~k" j(}r iuf~rmation, how all jhc cOHntics"'arc to be represented,. 
tYILl' I~ are nnpcl'alin;Iy ,'c(luircd to 3e, hy thc ec~tion aVovc rC-
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ferl(·d to, ,,, well as by the whole spirit 01 the constitution if 
the c~~lzens o~ the frontier c?unties, wlw cannot safely retdrn 
to thClf h,omc8, are not permItted to vote (or-representatives in 
the cOII~tICS WhCiC fhey Inay be temporarily residing at the time 
of dcctlOll! Is any portion of this I'CP1loJiC to be, by a miJita
T)" decree, exiled and di~franchiscd, deprived ofthdr boasted 
}'Ighb of suftrage and representation, and they tou who 11itVe 
horn: the brunt,_ nnd most severely felt the ravages of war?_ 
ccri11Inly not.-Can it be possible tllat a jealousy exists in this 
Lody towards the west? Your committee cannot bcJic"'e that a 
feeling of so odious a character can have obtruded itscJ£into 
our councih:,- that would, with an unhallowed hand, in anywise 
War allJ check the prosperity of that beautiful portion of our 
country. But, in truth, we are entirely at a loss to conceive 
what arguments can be urgcd against the propriety of the course 
J'C'commended in the resoJution, and cannot but believe that when 
ihis sl~bjcct shaH lw.vc received the mature and enlightened con· 
I!ideratio~ of congress, the views herein contained ,\--,rill !J.e fully 
<tpprovC'd ilnd sustained. lYe therefore recommed the adoption 
of the following resolution. 

S. CHENOWETH, 
Chairman. 

Be it rn'o[;,;rri, by thc senate al1l1 IJ011i'C of l'f'prc!::t:ntativcf7 
of the republic ofT(~xa", in congress as':icrnbll'tt, Thai. the pres
ident be, and he is hf!rehJ Uil't'Lled to issue wrib of election (0 

1ill aU the v41c:wcics thn.t IIlay exist in either house of congress, 
and lhat he be required to order the poll, to· be opened, for the 
election of representatives for the depopulated districts, in any 
part of thi;;; rcpu blie where the ciiiz(~ns of said counties may 
be tcmporariJy rC5iding, ,J.lOtil such times as ~hc citizens of said 
caHntie., may he permitted to rdurn ,vith ~afety to their iJomes. 

lUI'. Ro·rnan moycd to accept the report, on which thcaycs 
a.nd noe! being cal1cd~ 

Those WllO yotc'll for accepting, were, :Mcssrs. SpeakcrJ 
Bakel' ofal,d.agol'da, Billingsly, lloyd, Brush, Burnham, ChL~ 
Jioweth, Gcragl;(y, HolmaIl~Lcwi'3, Roman., 'Yhitc,-12. 

Those who YOlui in the Ilcgati ... ·c, were, :Mc5srs. Allen of 
1\acogdocile" Arnold, Branch, Gall!, lIill, Hoopcr, McKinney, 
Rowe, IYest. 'Vright.-IO. 

So the house 'lcfu-:;clI to postpone the rc~olui.ion indefinitely. 
Mr. 'Vhite mo\·ct! to suspend the lifty lirs[ rulc of the 

tou-;c in order thaI. the r('solutioll may be read a second time,' 
wlJicb motioll ,ras njedcd. ~ , 



30 

, Mr. Penninglon by leave of the houie, presented the peti
tion of John M. Clifton, praying compen.alion for expenditure., 
&co, referred to the commiltee on claims and accounts~ . 

The Speaker laid before the I,ousc a letter from Martin 
Parmer, r()signillg the office of agellt otthc gO\'crnmcnt for the 
purchase of supplies ~c., aLcompanied hy sundr;" documents. 

Mr. Rowe moved a yote of thanks io ;\Ir. Parmer, and 
that the document, accompanying his letter be scnt to the aU
ditor of public accoul1tst which being withdrawn, 

On motion of !lir. Pennington the letter and documents 
were referred to a select committee, consisting of l'-Iessrs. Penn· 
lnglon, Arnold and Allen of ~liIam. 

On motion of !\Ir. White, it was 
Resolved, That the committee on military affairs be in,truc

ted to enquire into the condition of the military establishment 
of this republic, and report by bill or otherwise. 

Ordered that Messrs. 'Vharion and Burnham be added to 
the committee on military affairs: 

Meosrs. 'Vharton and Geraghty to tl:e committee on For· 
eign relations: 

Mr. Geraghly to the cOll)mittee on naval ,,£fi,irs: and 
1\1r. 'Vharton to the c<>mmittee on tbe judiciary. 
A message was received from the senate by Mr. Stickney. 

that ~he senate had con.cu~rod with the house in adopting th~ 
.ubstItute on IndIan ho,ulItJes, "ne! ha,'c appoillt.;d Mess"". In
o~, Robertson ,and Lestel', a committee to act iii conjunction 
'VIlh such commIttee as may be appointed by the hou,e all that 
BubJect. 

The followilJ,g ,gen(]cmen were a ppointetl on the part of the 
house: Messrs. llJlIwgsly, Allen of lIIilam, Gant. 

The ho~se then proceeded to lhe orders of t1Ul day. 
On mohon of lIIr. Gan!, lhe bill to be en Ii tied "an act for 

the relief .of mini,ters of the Gospel," Was taken up on its sc' 
cond rcadmg. .I!\-

MI'. Gant moved lhat it be cnl<rossed for a thinl reading, 
and made the order of the day' for to,morrow. 

Mr. Pennington moved that it be intlclinitely postponed: 
And the ayes and noes being called on thi, qu"slion. 
Those who voted in the afill'mativc were, I\-h:ssr::. Speaker, 

Bak~r of :\Iatagorda, iloytl, Burnham, Geraghty, Hill, Holman, 
L~':lS, i\IcKlllney, I'ennington, Roman, Row~, 'Vharto., 
Wnght,-H. 

Those who voted in the ncgiltivc were, l\Ic.ssr5. Allen 0 
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~tCogdoches, Allen of Milam, Arnol<l, Billingsly, Brush Branch 
ell?weth, ':ianl, Hooper, West, White,-ll. ' , 

So the ~lll was indefinitely postponed. 
r On motton of Mr. Allen of Nacogdoches the joint r~solu
Ion from the senate, for the appointment of an agent to the 
~?\ternment of Great Britain, was taken up on its second reaw 

lng. 

. AI.-. Brush moved to amend the joint resolution, by insert_ 
109 the ,,·ords "by and with the adrice and consent of the Sen
ate," which was rej~cted. 

On motion of Mr. Brcmch, the fifty-first rule of the house 
Was suspended; the joint resolution was then read a. third time, 
po.ssed, and returned to the senate. 

On motion of Mr. Branch, the bill from the senate to 
SUppress gambling was taken up and read a third time; and on 
the question, "shall the bill pa,,?" the ayes and noes being call
ed for, 

:Chose who voted in the affirmative were Messrs. Allen of 
Nacogdoches, Allen of Milam, Baker of Matagorda, 13illingsly, 
Burnham, Chenoweth, Geraghty, lIooper, Lewis, M'Kinney, 
West, White-12. 

Those who voted in the negative were Messrs. Speaker, 
Arnold, Boyd, Branch, Brush, Gant, Hill, Holman, l'enning
ton, Roman, Rowe, ""harton, 'Vright-13. 

So the bill was rejected. 
Mr. Chenoweth submitted the following joint resolution: 
"'Vhercas, the army is at present without a eommanuing 

general, (here fore, 
Be it resolved by the Senate and House of Representa

tives of the Republic of Texas, in congress assembled, That the 
President of this Republic be, and he is hereby authorizeu and 
requested to proceed forthwith to the he~d quarters of the ar
my, and take command ill person." 

'Vhich waS read a Ii"t tiwe. . 
A message was received fr~m the sen ale by 1\[r. Sti.ckney, 

Communicating a bill, 10 be enhtled, "an act to authorIZe ~he 
president (0 appoint a commissioner to run the boundary hne 
between the United States of America and tlw Republic of 
Texas;" which had passed the Senate. 

Also a' bill to be entitled "nn ael supplementary to 
the. sever~l acts, organizing the several counties of the republic," 
whIch had also passed the Senate. 

The bills were severally taken up and read. 



Mr. Holman moo-eel to ,u5pend the flfty-tlrst ru!e. of the 
house in order that the bill from the senate-, auihorlz~ng the 
appoi~tmcnt of a comrnis~'ioncr to run the boundary lwc be
tween the United State."; and T('xa~, n1;-ty be rcau a second 
time; which mot.ion In:tS fC'jectcd. ..... 

On motioll of .Mr. Branch, the yote I'C'Jcctln.g ··tl~c bIll ~o 
suppress gamlJlin~( wa:; rc-(oll::.idcrcd i ,1Ild tJ.c lJlIl beulg again 

under ("on~iucraiioll, . ~ I t 
On motion of :Mr. Billingsly, It was rctr~rr~d ~ t.o a se eel;( 

committee, con~istillg of )IC.'::~r~. Urau(:h, }...llclL OJ ... \acogdochc", 
and -Wharton. . 

On motion of Mr. Rowe, the house adjourned unlll to-mor-
row morning at lO o'clock. w. F. GRAY, cn. 

TVF.SDH, 16th ~hy, 1837. 
The house met pursuant to adjournment. ,. 
The roll being called, twenty-three memhers were r'c5cnt• 
Mr.Arnol~ presented the petition of Iredell Reding,Jo.hn 

B. Reding and others, Of Mustang Prairie, praying the forullng 
of a new county. • 

Referred to the committee on county boundaries. . 
Mr. Wdght presented a pelition of sundry indi,iduals m 

behalf of William D. Stewart, a free man of color, praying for 
land and settlement rights. 

Referred (0 the committee on the judiciary. 
Mr. Hill presented tile petition of Robert Stevenson, od

ministrator of the estate of Robert J. Moseley, which, with the 
accompanying oocumcnb;, was referred to the committee on 
claims and ac'l::ounts. ~ 

Mr. Rowe, from the committee on public lands, made the 
. following report: . - n 

The committee on bodsto whom was referred the petItIo 
of R_. 1\f. \Villiarnsoll, wi~th jhe accompanying do.cumc.llts, h.a~e 
cxamHied the Eame, illld find therein legal questIOlls lm-oIve , 
whic.h they ilrc illcompetcl~ t to ueddc; therefore, they ask t~ 
be dlschargeu from its further ('onsidcl'ation. and rccommcn 

Ihat it Ix, rclerred to the committee on the jUfliciary. .• 
JOSEPH ROWE, CII n. I 

The report Was accepted, and the petition and documen , 
referred (0 the committee on the Judiciary. 

1\1r. Branch from the committee on claim. wd accounts 
made the following report: 



i he committee on claim' and aeeonnts, to whom Will re
.. eferred the petitions of Charles Sage, George C. Arn~st, L 
Bacon, Peyton S. Wyatt, James Taylor, Thoma. O. War-rell, 
and others Henry Grillith and Joba M. Clifton, have diligently 
~xa.uncd the same, and. are unanimously of opinion that the 
.3Ct, set forth in said petitien. ace not sl!1liciently explanatory 
, enable your cGDlmittee t<> grantthe,prayer ... fsaid petitions. 
iour committee are of opinion tbat tbe laws amply p<<wide {.,. 

.he cases above mentioned, and ask to be discharged from their 
con~idc.ration. ' 

EDWARD S. BRANCH, CIi'n. 
On motion of Mr. Roman, the report was concurred in, 

.and the committee discharged from the further conSideration 
of the petitioos. 

Mr. Penning tOll from the select committee to whom was 
referred .tbe klt.cr of Martiu Palmer, made tile foillowing reo 
I'ort:~ . . 

"--- The select .committee to whom was referred the documents 
.of Col. Martin Palmer, find charged against the government 
thirty-live hundred and eighty-five dolla,'s ani eighty-seven 
cents, drawn for by said I'aimer, as agent for the government 
.u texas, ,,-nd from an acconnt sent in by said Palmer, we lind 
the amount has been chiefly pait! out for horses, gun~, and pro
visions, for the use of the army. 

Said P"IBler'. voucher. for the dishursements of said pro
perty arc sa informal, th"t your (.'Ommittee are .. nable to deter
mine whether the entire amount has been disbursetl or not. 

roor committee would further suggest the propriety of re
ceiving his resignation, and beg leave to refer the accompanying 
documents and vouchers to the auditor, aDd to be discharge. 
from tlte further considcra.twn of the same. 

S. O. l'ENNINGTON, eh'n. 
0" _tion of Mr_ Allen of Milam the repori was canCMr

~ed in, and the cDmmi!tee discharged. 
Mr. Brosh mo~ed that the house (-1\Ire up the protest made' 

by him to the report of the committee on the land bill, and 
which was yesterday laid on the table. 

The motion was rejected by (he house. 
&ltt)EltS OF 'fHE D.\Y. 

On motion of Mr. Rowe, the hOllse (ook up the bill (0 he 
""titled "an art supplementary to an act cSluhlishing a geller.i 
land office." On its second reading, it was, 

On motion of Mr. ChcnowPlb, 
~ 



Resolved, That the ,aid bill, togelher 'Tith the act to which 
it is intended to be a supplement, he referred to ~ ,clcct. c~m
mittee; and that the senate be request~d to -,'ppOI.nt a "m!lI .. 
committee to act on the subject, in conjunctIOn w!th the com
mittee on the part of the house. 

On motion of Mr. Rowe, it IVa' 
Resolved, That the house do appoil!! the committee, and 

by ballot. . 
On motion of Mr. Branch, It was 
Ordered, That nominations for ,aid committee be ma~e 

publicly. 
Mr, Chenoweth moved that the committee cOD,ist of seren 

members, ,;wbich motion was rejected. 
Mr. Roman moved that the committee consist of fire, 

which was ordered. 
Tlte following member. were then put in nomination: 

Mess ... Wharton, Rowe, Hill, Holman, Branch, 'Vhit., Pen
nington, Roman, Arnold, Cartwright, Baker of Matagorda, 
Burnham and Chenoweth. 

Mr. Brush moved that the house adj ourn until 3 o'clock, 
1' .... which Was rejected. 

The house then proceeded to bil\l"t for the committee, and 
Messrs. Brush and Rowe were appointed tellers. 

On cOllnting the ballots it was fotmd that twent.-three 
voles had been given, of which Mr. Rowe received fiftc~n, Mr. 
Branch, fourteen, Mr. Hill thirteen, and Mr. Holman twel.e• 
No .other member having re{!eived a majority of the whole, the 
chaIr announcod that only four memhers of the committee w~re 
ejected. Mr. Wharton having received ten "ote" and betng 
the next high",,! on tl.e list of lhose voted for all the other no
mina~ions were withdrawn, and by una.ni~ous consent !'tIr. 
Wharton was declared ejected a member of the cOl!lmi~tce. 

The committee therefore consists of Messrs. Rowe, Brauch, 
Hill, Holman, and Wharton. 

Th" [,,]Jawing mcosagc Was reech'ed from the President of 
the Republic, by his private secretary, 1\1. Richardson: 

EXECUTIVE D.£PA.RTMENT, "" 
City of Hous/on, 16th May, 183,. 

Gentlemen of the SenaJe and House of Rep"csCH/alivcs:- • 
~ Awe the honor to enclose to you c<rtain documents lOr 

.e1atlon to the two first loa". that were made for the benefit 0 

Texas, in regard te> '!Vhich the faith of the government has not 
yet been carried into eJ[ectltion. 
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The sums reechoed on these loans were twenty and lift" 
thousand doliars. J 

You will sec by the accompanying copy of a '-esolutior! 
passcd by the convention, that tile go<ernment ad inl.,-im Wl\~ 
lllvcsted wlth full power to compromise the lirst contracts, in 
relatlOll to those loans, on any terms that should he deemed 
most expedient and proper. 

That government did accordingly euterint'l a eompi'omi,e, 
n, the contract (0 that eifect, herewith furnished, will shew. It 
was, however, formedy accepted only by the taking of th'e 
first loan, upon which twenty thousand dollars were received. 
. In regard to the term. of the compromise, I would take 
leave to observe that, though they appear to us now sufficiently 
onerous, (but for which indulgence may be foond in the critical 
posture of our affairs, and our great need for money at the tim,,!) 
they are, nevertheless, no ... presented to us ib a character ... hich 
wholly precludes objection, being founded in a contract whicll 
solcJ'lll>l.r engages the faith and honor of our country. 
~'~-Doubting however the power of the pres',nt executive t1I 

carry into e!fect the engagement. of the last, I submit to you 
the propriety of conferring upon me the requisite authority to 
execute the one under consideration, in favor of thMoC who 
haye accepted of its provisions. In regard to the loan of fifty 
thousand dollars, I have to communicate for your information 
that there is now at the seat of government, a gentleman fully 
empowered to enter into a compromise in relation to it, upon 
terms '0 liberal and just, tbat no difficulty is apprehendcd as (0 

its satisfactory adjustment. I submit to you the propriety of 
referring that also, for its wttlement, to any person of your 
selection, or Lo the executive, as you shall deem proper. In con' 
elusion 1 would observe that I am deeply impressed with the 
import""ce of speedily adj usting those lirst eng"gements of our 
country, as tne aid we rcceived hy them greatly contributed to 
OUr relief in a time of imminent distress, and as the persons 
who depended on our good faith ha;-c long ~ aited for such ;;. 
manifestation of it as would pr.dvc that theIr confidence wa.s 
1I0t misplaced. 

811.1\[. HarSTON. 
The message being read, 
Mr. Branch moved their reference to a select committee, 

which was carried and the 'peaker appointed Messrs. Bral1ch, 
Wharton, and AII~n of Nacogdoches, the select committee. 

On motion of Mr. Gant, it was 
Reso/"cd, That the select committee on the Presidellt·'. 



message, in relation to the loans, be authorized to ascertai(l 
what compromise can be effected, and report to the house • 

.Mr. Brush moved that the house ad?"'" antil 7 o'clock. 
p .... , which waS rejeded. 

Nir. Boyd, by lea.ve of the house illtro~uced a bill for ~be' 
relief of Captain Benj.,mio lky"" all.d hlS company, wh •• b 
wa:. read a first time. 

On motion of Mr. Chenoweth, it WM 

Ordered, that the Senate be informed of tbe appoiDtm~nt 
"f a committee 01> the laud bill "nd supplement, to act will> 
luch committee as may be appoillted on the yd.rt "f the Senate'. 

On motion- of Mr. Rowe, the Muse took up the bill frOID 
the Senate, to be entitled "an act touuthoriz," the Presidellt t<> 
appoiu.t a commisoioner te run the boundar, lioe b<!twee .. tb. 
\Jnited States of America and the Repoblic of Texas. 

The bill beiog on its lecood reading, "{r. 'Vhite lIlOyed 
that the fifty-first rule of the house be suspended" and tbe bill 
read a third time lo-day; on whi.h motian, the ayes and 
lIOe, being ordered, 

Those who voted in the affirmative were Mess ... Speaker, 
Ar~old, Bake. 01 Matagorda, Boyd, Bran£h, Burnbam. Cart· 
_w~aill •. l{oopcr, Holman, Lewi., M-Kinney, Pennington, 
~,Rowe, West .. W.t.ite, Wright-IS. 

" Those who 'voted in the negative were lIIessr •• Allen of 
MIlam, Brush, Chenoweth, Gant, Geraghty-5. 

" S? the fifty-first mle was suspended, and the bilI read .. 
ilurd tIDle, aud passed. ' 

On motion of .rh. Branch, the house took up the "'p"'1 
o.nd resolution of (he eommiilee of claims, in relation to the 
£laimsof A. Huston, late quarter master general. 

1111-. Bmsh Ill'H"ed that they be re-conunitlcd to a select 
(Ommlttee, which was rejected. 

Mr. Rowe moved thc following amen<lment-"and further, 
that he DC allowed fivc pel' CC'lt. on the amount of sales made 
ily him of scrip in tlie United States fo." this government. 

The amendment was adopted. 
Mr. Gant moved to strike out the worns ''in governmeBt 

land sc~ at fifty per cent. per acre,"-oo which the ayes and 
noes being ordered, " 

Tho,e who voted in tile affirmative were ;\fe •• rs. Brusn, 
Bru.h, Chenoweth, Gant, Geraghty, 'V cst and \Vrigbt-6. 

Those who voted in the negative were Messrs. Speaker, 
Aiu,,, of Milam, Arnold, Baker of l\la(agordayBoyd, Branch, 
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Hurnham, Cartwright, Hill, Hooper, Holman, Lewis, l\('Kil1« 
ney, PeDlllngton, Roman, Rowe, White-l7. 

So the house refused to strike out. 
Mr. Branch moved to strike out live per cellt. commission 

on sales of scrip, and insert two and a half per cent., which 
Was ag:reed to. 

On motion of Mr. "\Vhite, tho resolution Was further nmend
~d by the addition of the following clau,e:-and further, that 
~f the amount should exceed four thousand doUa£!', he be paid 
In a draft on the treasun" for such excess. 

On motion of Mr. 'Vhite, it was 
Ordered, that the joint resolution as amended, lie engro ... 

ed, and made tbe order of the day for to·morrow. 
011 motion of Mr. Chenoweth, the vote of the hou.e of 

yesterday,. Oil tbe indefinite postponement of the bill for tho 
r€lief of ministers of the gospel was re:considered. 

On motion of Mr. White, tbe bill being on its second 
readi'!60 .. as taken lip, nnd 

·t:)n motion of Mr. Branch, the fifty-tir.t rule of the house 
was ,uspended, and the ~ill ordered to a third reading. It 
was accordingly read a third time, and pa~sed. 

Mr. Rowe, by leave of the house, introduced" bill, to be 
entitled ·'an act for the benefit of soldiers and others," which 
Was read a first time. 

011 motion of Mr. Chenoweth, the joint resolution in rela
tion to elections in tbe depopulated districts was taken, up, and 
road a second time. 

Mr. Brush moved to adjourn ulltil 7 o'clock, P. M., which 
Was rejected; and . 

On motion of Mr. Rowe, the house then adjourned until 
to-morrow moroi;.g, 10 o'clock. 

W. F. GRAY, Cl'k. 

'VEDNESDAY, MAY 17, 1837. 
The house met ~ursuant to adjournment. 
Twenty four membcrs~')ein~ pr('~ent, 

, Mr. Gaot presented the petition ofSiil1~an S. Curtis? pray, 
Ing remuneration for propt-'fty used &c., winch on ~otlOn of 
Mr. Gant was, with the accompanying documents, IOld on the 
table. 

On motion of Mr. "\Vharton it was 
, Resohed, "That the secretary of state be instructed to f~r_ 

l~l.h this house with n copy of the re~ort nmde by our c,omm". 
10ue,", 1\[e" .... Austin, Archer and '''",rtoll, togethcnnth doc-
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umenl, th~t accompanied ,aid report, and al.o all other letter 
and documents in his possession that related to the loans nego>
tia.ted by the commissioners." 

On motion of l\fr. 'Vharton, it was 
Resolved, '·That the special cornmitt?e, to whom was te· 

ferred the president's message, on the subject of th.c loans n,ego. 
Hated by the commissioners, be instructe~ t? take ~n.to COOSl?er
ation the Whole proceeding:; of our commISSIoners Itl the Un.lled 
Slate., and report on the same; and that they be aulhonzed 
and cmpowel'cd to scnd f01" persons and papers.:l 

On motion of 1\'1r. 'Vhite, it was 
Resolved, "That a committee be appointed on the par! of 

the house, to act with such committee as may be appointed on 
the part of the ,ena!e, to enquire into the performance of the 
contract with the editors of the Telegraph to publish the law' 
and journals of this eongress,-and to make such other con· 
tracts as ma.v be deemed necessary.:' 

Mess.,." W"hitc and Branch were aproinled the committee. 
A message was received from tbe SCDate by Mr. Stickney, 

that the senate had passed the bill from the house entitled -:an 
act to c~tablish a rate of interest," with amendments, in WhlCh 
they .equest th~ concurrence of the house • 

. On motion of Mr. Peonin2;ton, it was 
Res(){7)('J, That the commitfee op ways and means be requir~ 

cu to I'Cpor( a bill taxing grog shops and retailers of spirits in 
tbis republic. 

A mcss:\ge was reeeired from the senate hy !\Ir. Stickney, 
(hat tbe senate had passed the following resolution. 

Resolver!, That the honorable ho~se of representatives be 
requcsted to fU.fIli,h tbe senate with copies of any reports tbey 
may have receIved fr?", the heads of the different department~. 

The Speaker Imd before the house a leller from the audl' 
tor of pUblic accounts, which "Vas read; . 

Also a Ictt~J from the secretary of the treasury in obedl' 
ence to a resolulIon of the house of representatives UDder date 
of the nineteenth of December la.t. 

Mr. Pennington moved "that one hundred copies of the 
lett~r of the secretary be printed for the usc of the bouse," tbe 
motIon wa3 rejected. 

Ordrred, That Mr. :Uranch be added to the committee on 
the state of tbe republic •. 

On motion of Mr. \Vbar!on the house adjourned IIl1ti17 
o'clock, P. M. . 
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AT 7 O~CLOCK, P. If:. 
The ho~se met pursuant to adjournment. 

s On calhng the roll only nineteen members answered; abo 
ken tees Messrs. Allen of Nacogdoches, Brancb, Burnham, B .... 

er o.f Matagorda, Gant, ,V right, Baker of Austin. -
b fhe sergeant-at arms, was sent in quest oftlle absent mem-

ers: a quorum being formed,-
, Mr. Gant by leave o[ the house, introduced II bill to be 

enhtled "an act to prescribe the proof necessary to admit deeds, 
c.on\'eyances, liens &c., UpOll recora: which ~as read n. fire:t 
tIme. 

On motion of Mr. Pennington the report of the committee 
on claims and accounts, adverse to the petition of Henry Clif
ton which had been sanctioned by the house was re-considered, 

And on motion of Mr. Hooper, the petition of captain 
Henry Cliftoor with hi, vnuchers and other accompanying doc
uments, were rererred" to a select committee, consisiillt; of 
M_,... Hooper, PenDington, and Allen of Milam. 

The lettel' Irom the secretary of the treao"ry, laid before 
the house this morning, was then read, and on motion of l\[r. 
'Vhnrton referred to the committee on ways and means, with in
structions to ,'eport by bill or otherwise. 

On motion .of rtlr.------thc engl'ossed joint resolu
tion for the relief of A. Huston was taken up, reud a third 
time, and passed. 

On m"tion of 1\Ir, Rowe the hill to e,tab lish a rate of in
terest, returned from the senate amended, was taken up j and 
the Original bill passed by the house 1I0t baving ueeo returned 
from the .enate,-it was laid 011 the table, until the original bill 
be fuwished by tbe senate. 

On motion of Mr. Rowe (he jointre8olu!ion from the "'n
ate, dC'.,·laring the time when the constitution went into effect, 
Was taken up and postponed indefinitely. 

On motioll of Mr. -White the joint resolution, [ormmg the 
basis on which Tex~s asks admission into the union of the Uni
ted States of America, Wa, taken up and postponed indcftnitc1y. 

On motion of Mr. Branch the house took up the hill crea
ting the county of Houston; and 

On molion of Mr. Arnold, the bill was referred to the com-
mittee on county hound aries. . . . 
, On motion of Mr. Rowe, the Jom! I'CSolutlOn acknowledg
mgthe autborityof colone1sIhndy, Morgan, and lIuston, wa. 
taken up and rc[erred \0 the committee on enrolled bills, to ell
'luire whether or not the same has hccome 11 law. 



On molion of Mr. Branch the joint resolution, for the re
lief and benefit of certain otliccrs, wa, referred to the comm,t
tee on enrolled bills, to enquire whether the same has or not be
come a law. 

On motion of 1\lr. Pennington the bi.! for the relief of Mrs. 
})ickenson, was taken up, and .. 

On motion of 1\Ir. Branch, it was postponed lIldcfinItely. 
On motion of Mr. Ilowe the hou,e took up the petition of 

Edmond T. Jacl(..:;on, praying compensation, a~ld on .motion .of 
1\[r. Allen of Nacogdoches, it was postponed mdcfimtely, With 
leave to the petitioner to withdraw his papers. 

The petition of Hetty Floyd, was taken up, Mr. Branch 
moved its indefinite postponement, which was rejcctc.d and, on 
motion of Mr. White, it was referred to a select commlttee, coo-
si,ting of Messrs. Baker of Austin, Branch and 'Vhite. , 

The petitions of sundry citizens. of IIarr .. burg, praylDg 
compensation for loS! of property by the enemy, was taken up, 
and on molion of Mr. 'Vhite postponed indefinitely. 

The petition of Susan S, King, pl'aying for relief, was 
tben taken np. 

Mr, Branch moved to postpone it indefinitely, which was 
lost, and on motion of Mr. Rowe it was referred t.o the same se
lect committee, to whom was referred the petition of Hetty 
Floyd. 

, The bill to incorporate the Red River and Aransa5S0 na, 
Rml Road, Navigation and Bankiug cOlllpany, was tahn up on 
it. second reading. 

On motion of M,'. Chenoweth, it was 
Orr/eml, That it be laid On the tahle, and he m"de the or

dcr of the day for to-morrow • 
.Mr. Rowe moved that the hOllse adjourn nntil to_morrolf 

at 10 o'clock: which was lost. 
On motion of Mr. Cher.owcth, the ioint resolution respect

ing elections for the depopulated districts was then taken 
u.p anu read a third time, and

4
0n the! question "shall the;rcsolu 

hon pass?" 
The ayes and noes being ordered, those who "oted in lhe 

affirmative were, ]\fess .... Speake,', Allen of N acogdoche., Ua' 
k;r, of l\{Rta~orda, Billingsly, Brush, Burnham, Chenoweth, 
Geraghty, Lewis, l'ennillgton, Roman, "-harton, White,-13

I
,. 

Those who voted in the negati,.e, were Messrs. Allen ofll" 
I:~m, Arnold, Branch, Cartwright, Gant, Hooper, Holman,)lIe
KlIlney, Rowe, West,-lO. 
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$0 lb. joint reso]"lion waa pIWed. 
On motion of ~fr. W'harton the hoa ... adjQurDed until til

Iorrow morning at to o'c/oclc. 
W. F. GRAY, CI'I<. 

TUU1l8D"V, l\Lo.v 18, 1837. 
The house met pursuant to adjournment. 
Twenty-four m€mhers present • 
. Mr. Rowe presenled the petition of White and Benford, 

praylO); payment liar articles furnished to Griffin Bayne for the 
~se of the government of Texas, referred with the accompan,
lUg doct::mcnts to the committee 00 claims and accounh. 

l\{r. McKinney presented tbe petition of John ,Herring and 
othel'll, in f.'1vor of Eliza .Smith, an orphan, wbich WIIJ referred 
to tbe committee on the judiciary. 
. Mr. Gant preiented the petiLion of the trustee. of \\'asb. 
IOgton roUege ,.raJing a .. act of incorporation &c., whicb, On 
moti"". of .Mr. Gaot, was laid on the table. 

-gr. "'harton pre.ented the petition of John Murray, cap. 
tain 01 the scboouer 'Vatchm~n, praying ror compensation, re
ferred to the committee on claims nnd accounts. 

l\fr. 'Ybarton aho presented the petition of Herman & Co. 
merchants of New Orle"n" a,king indemnity for the cargo of 
the schooner Fannv Butler. 

Rewrrcd to tile committee on cl .. ims alld accouals. 
Mr. Wharton presented the peliticn of Robert Stephen,on, 

prayin~ for a di,orce, which, on motion of Mr. Wharton was 
referred to a select committee. The chair appoioted Mesa ... 
'Yh'l.l,ton, Branch nnd Allen of Nacogdocbe., the committee. 

A message was received from the sennte' by Mr. Stickne,. ' 
that the .enate bad passed a joint resolution fixing the time of 
meeting of the next congress. ' 

1\Ir. Hooper from the select committee (0 wbom WaS refer. 
red tbe pdition 0/ captain John l\of. Clifton, made the following 
report. 

Your committee, to wbom was referred the petition ofcap. 
tain John :If. Clitlon, have had the same under con.idefation, 
and beg leave to make the following 

REPORT. 
From the certincate of the secretary of war, and other olli. 

cers, We are .ati,lied thut John 1\1. Clifton recruited 151 men 
for the sen'ice of Texas, "nd mu,tered into BerTke 97 men; and 
from the he.t information that we can pror"re, said Clifton barto 

6 
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"II the expenses of those men from the ,late of Tenne,see 10 
New Orlean~, where 54 deserted. 

Your committee are of opinion, from all the proof procured, 
that the said Clifton actually expended all the amount set fo,:h 
in his accounts, for the transportation and su.stcn~mcc of said 
troops, and that th'! audilor be required 10 aU~lt ,ald accounts of 
$1434,39. 

RICHARD HOOPER, 
Chairman of Commitlee. 

On motion of Mr. Billingsly Ihe report was accepted. 
Mr. Branch, from the select committee to whom was refer

red the bill to suppress gambling, reported the "me with amend
ments, wbich were adopted by the house, and the bili as amen· 
ded ordered to be cll1;rossed for a third reading. 

Mr. Huoper submitted the following joint resolulion, 
Resolverl, hy the senate and house of representative, of the 

republic of Texas, in congress assemble.t. That tbe auditor be 
instructed to audit the account, ofJohn M. Clifton for fOllrte." 
hundred and thirty.f(}ur dollars and thirty-nine cents: read a 
lintn_. 

Mr. Billing'ly moved to suspend the fifty-first rule of the 
h0 1l!e, an<ttbat the ,aid're50lutioll be read a secolld time forth· 
with: the motion ....... rejeded and the resolution laid on tbe 
t;,blc. 

Mr. Chenoweth submit£ed the following resolution' 
. Whereas many of the good citizen, of this republic, cSJl'" 

el~lIy those living on the western and distant frontiers, bave SU," 

tamed heavy, and in some cases:, even ruinous losses, in conse
quence of and during the war: and wherea, numbers of such 
individuals arc so situated as to be enable 10 spare the lime or 
meet the expense requisite to an attendance at the scat of ~v' 
ernment, and petitioning congress in pCf:son lor a compensntion 

for their losse" 
Resolved, That a committee of three be appointed to reo 

port, by bill Or olherwise, a plan whereby such citizen. "'.,y 
have an opportunity of conveniently presenting their respeeu\e 
cascs and of being indemnified for their losses. 

. JOHN CHENOWETH, h 
On motion of Mr. 'White the resolution was laid on I C 

labh. 
Mr. Gnnt by leave of the house introduced a bill to inc~' 

I?()rat~ the trustees of Washington College, which waS read t c 
/int hme. 

Mr. Rowe suhmitted Ihe following rcwlution, h 
RcsQ/ud, By the House of Representativcs, That I e 
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president" of this republic be requested W inforro tbis bo~ why 
he ha~ faIled (0 execute the duties required of him by aD act to 
e.tablIsh a geoerallaod office for the republic ofTe .. a., pa,.ed 
the twenly.second of December 1836,-by a constitutional rna
J~r~ty of bo(~ houses of the c()Jigress of the republic of Texas; 
"luch Was laId on the table. 

~n motion" of Jllr. Gaut, the joint reiolution authorizing 
certaIn officers (0 administer oath. to the ollicer. and soldiers of 
the army, was read a second Dme. 

On molion 9f Mr. "Wharton, the house took up the rep"ort 
of the committee on the judiciary. I"especting forfeited lands, 
~ade to the house on the thirteenth November, 1836, which be
Ing read, was laid on the table. 

On motion of Mr. Billingsly, the hou!e "took up the bill 
from the senate, supplementary to tne sever.l acts organizing 
the several countie. of the re,public, (In its second reading. " 

Mr. Gimtmoved to strike out the first ,ection,-Iost. 
"~J»Otion of Mr. BiI\ingsly tbe Mty-first rule of the house 

wa!'suspended, and the bill read' a third time and passed. 
A message was received from the senate by lIir. Stickney, 

"That the senate had concurred in the rc,"lution of the house 
for tbe appointment of " joinl committce on the land bill, sup· 
plement thereto, &c., and have appointed senators IEII, Horton, 
Everitt and Ellis,,, committee 011 the part of the spnate to act 
in conjunction with the committee of the house,-also 

The senate has pa,sed"a joint resolution concerning the 
pay of the district judges in which they request the concurrence 
of the house. 

On motion ofllir. Rowe tbe house adjourned until 8 o'clock, 
1'. ~I. 

8 O'CLOCK, 1'. M. 

The house met pursuant to adjournment. 
On calliog the roll only nineteen members answered and 

the scrgeant-at.arms was sent in quest of the absentccEo 
A qnorum being formed, a joint resolution in regard to the 

payment of district Judges, received from the Benate, was tao 
ken up and read" first time. 

A joint ,,"solution from the senate in relation to the future 
meetings of congres!!, was taken up a.nd read a first time. 

00 motion of Mr. Gant, th.e bill to prescribe the proof ne
cessary to admit deeds, conveyances, &c., to record, was taken 
up on its second reading, and on molion of Mr. Gant it W3$ re
ferred to the committee on thejudicinry. 



On motion of !\fr. Hill the joint resolution "uthori~ing and 
requiring the pre.ident to take command of the army in perso., 
was tnken up on it. ,econd reading and indefinitely postp"ncd. 

Ordered, That ~Ir. Burnham be added to the commiltee 
on claim. and accounle. 

Mr. Wharton mo~ed to take up the bill to incorporate the 
Red River and Aransa,o Bay, Rail Road, Navigation and Bank· 
ing Company, which motion was lo.t. . 

On motion of Mr. Boyd, the bill for the relief of capt~D 
Beoj~min Bryan and his soldiers was taken. up, and on motiOb 
of Mr. Arnold it was pOlitponed indefinitely. 

On motion of Mr. Wharton Ihe report of tbe committee on 
the judiciary. in relation to forfeited landI, was referred to the 
joint committee of the two houses, on the land la", and billlu!," 
plementary thereto, &oc. 

Mr. Allen of Nacogdoches presented the petition of Ha
den Edwards whkh was read. 

. Mr. Allen of Nacogdoches moved it. reference to tbe com
nnttee on publie land.,-which was rejected. 

. Mr. Hill moved to postpone it indefinitely, which was abo 
rejected, and 

. 011 liIotion of :Mr. Allen of N acogdochea, it was referrtd 
to the com~\ttee on thejudiciary. . 

On mohOD of Mr. Rowe tbe bill for tbe benefit of sold .. !! 
and others, w .. taken np on its second reading and 00 motion 
of Mr. Rowe, it was postponed indefinitely. ' 
. . Mr. Branch presetlted the memorial of the honombJe lien· 
J"n;'lIl C. Franklin, asking remuneration for services rendere?: 
whIch was, on motion of Mr. Branch referred to tbe corom,t· 
tee on claims and ilccoun ts. ' 

On motion of Mr. Rowe the hou,e tben adjourned uDtil!O
morrow at 3 o'clock, p .... 

W. F. GRAY, elk. 

FRm,Y, MAY 19, 1837. 
The house met pursuant to adjournment. 
Twenty·two members being present. . 
A ,,?es,,:,ge was received from the president of the republ~~ 

eommuDlcating the report of the .ceretaries of the several d 
partment. of fhe government. Laid on the table. 

Mr. Branch' from the committee of claims and aCCoDnt., 
mnde the folio" ing 

REI'ORT: 
The committee. on claim. and account" to .. born wa' re' 



{erred the memorial of Benjamin C. Fr-anklin, have examined 
t~e same, alltl confidently belie,"e tbe memorialist i, jusUy en
titled to the relief ",ked for, and would therefor. recommend 
the passage of the following resolution: 

Resoioed, by the seo:,te and bouse of repr."""talives of the 
repu blic of Tex,,", in congress assembled, That lJenjamin C_ 
Franklin, a. judge of the district of Brazoria from lite /llh of 
May, 1836 to rhe 20tb December, IS36, be authorized 10 dr.w 
on tllf trea,ury of the republic for remun'"rali"n in equill pro
portion to that gran led to tbe distridjudge pow presiding. 

On motion of Mr. Allen of Nacogdoche., the report WM 

received and tbe resolution rcad a fi:rst time. 
Mr. White from the committee on enrolled bill" 10 whom 

had been referred f"renquiry the joint ",olution "for the relief 
~nd benefit of certain officers," nnd also the resolution acknowl· 
edging the authority of colonel. R. Eden nandy, Jame. Mor
gan, A. IJouston, &c. reported, 

r-'> .' That they bnd examined the secretary of states office, and 
can find DO such resolution. They are of ollinion that the !laid 
resolutions nre on their second reading, as th(Oir endorsement.! 
present. 

Ordered, That the said resolutions be placed on their se
cond reading. 

Mr. Geraghtv suhmitted the following ro,olution. 
Uesol1:ed, hy" the ~enatc and house of reprc~etllati\"cs of 

the rcpuhlic of Texas in congress assembled, ·"That the prc!i~ 
uent be, and he is hereby required and authorized, toadopt such 
measures as he may think proper to put the citizens of western 
Texa. in peaceable posse"ion of their just and IawJul home! as 
!Soon as practicable, which WfiS read and laid on the table. 

0" motion of Mr. Holman the house adjourned until 8 
o~clock, p. M. 

8 O'l'LOCl';:. 

The house met pUfSUalJt to adjournment, 
Twenty-two members being present. 
Mr. Wharton presented the l'ehtion of A. T. Burnley 

and others, praying remuneration for advance made in aid of 
Texas, rofel red to the committee on claims and account~. 

Also the petition of A. S. Roberts alld others praying to be 
admitted to the benefit of the colonization laws, which on mo
tion of l\Ir. Rowe, was referred to the committee on lands. 

AI,o, the petition of Edmond Andrews and olhers for an 
~u:t of incorporation lOr the Brazoria l(]~urcmcc (ompany~ aC-



t:omp~lIicJ by "uill. The uill 'fi" recci,'cd, read a first Lime, 
and laid on the table. 

Mr. Allen of XacogJoc!'cs prc;elltcd the petition of I~enry 
A. Read, attorney of Benjamin S. It.ead, pr?-Jlng that. hlS at· 
counts may. be auuited: n.:fc:rrcd (0 the cornmlttee on cblms and 
accounts. : 

A. mf~s5age was received f1'1)m the senate, by. )'fr. Ro.b~rt .. 
son their secretar)"that the s~n.lte had p">5eu "bdl "ulhonZlug 
Greemyuy Logau all~ I .• is .wife C~t~olille, free persons of co~or, to 
l'cmain permanently In thiS rcp.u lite. " . 

Mr. Gant from the camlnltlce Oll the Judlel"r)", made the 
fyllowing 

REl'ORT: 
The committee on the judiciar)", to whom \\-as referred the 

petition of 'ViJJiam D. Stewart and James Richardson, and al· 
so a joini. rcsolutivn 6)r the relief of Alexander lluxt':m, ha\'e 
had the same under consideration, and have instructed me to re
port a joint resolution for the relief of all free Africans and dc· 
sc.cndauts of Africans, who Were residents within the limits of 
the repu!>lic at tbe adoption of the con.;titution, which they reo 
commclId to be passed into a-tot'''. 

JOINT RESOLUTION 
For the relief of all free Africnns or descenda~ts of Africans, who 
were re.iding within tl,<) republic atthc adoptionofthe constitution. 

RfSO~v~d, h~ the SCII<~tc a,tlJ House of Representatives of 
tbe .RepuuJic 01 Texas, In longre" ""cmbled, That alJ free 
llfnclllJs, or uescendant..; of Africans, who Were residiog within 
tll.e r,cpublic of Texas at the time of adoption of the, con· 
S!JtutlOlJ" arc l,erchy g",ntcd and allowed the privilege of re
mmollig ~r~ any part ?[ t~w rel-'ublic, as long l:t! they choose, on 
the condllJOn of perlorllung all the duties re(juired of them by 
Jaw. 

Mr. 'Vharton from the committee on the judiciary made 
the following report: 

.. The c?rnrniitee ( n the judiciary, to whom was referred the 
~e,tJtJOn oj J ?llll S. lIernng and others, praying that John 
ShIes be appOinted Gu"rdian for Eliza Smith ha "e had the same 
under consideration, and instructed ,me to ';'ake the following 

REPORT: 
That in the opillion of thi, commi'tee, cOllgress does not 

poosess the powe: to grant the prayer of the petition: and that 
It belongs CXclUS'Vdy to the judge of probate. 

'Vhercfore the committee ask to be discharged from the 
further con,ideration of the petition. 
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Thc report.was a~lopted, Rnd th.c.c<irnmiltee di~ch.,rged· Ji'om 

t c urther conSideratIOn of the petitIOn. 
Mr. Wharton from the committee on the judiciary to 

whom Was rcfened the bill to legalize marriage contrnc(s which 
had passed the committee of the whole as a s"bstitute fo~ a hill 
from tbe senate on the same :::uhject,-rep"rted the same with 
n~cndmcnts,-wbich being reae, the bill and am{ ndmcnts V'Cl'C 
I aId on the table. . 

On motion of Mr. 'Vhatlon lhe house then took up the me ... 
sa~c from the president, with the accompanying {locurncnts re ... 
ccn"cd this mornint!'. 

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, 
. Cny 01<' HOUSTON, l\IAY 19, 1837. 

Gentlemen of the una/I! and h01J;Se of representatilH"'f:-
I have the hUllor to J~'1y before Jon the {oJ1owing reports of 

the severnl'dcparJment. of the government to which they re/ate. 
Report of the secreta.ry of the treasury to which i~' ::tpl'cn~ 

IW,.:.-
The report of -the treasurer, 

" report of the secretary of war, 
" report of the ,ecrelary of th~ navy, 
" report of the post mast€r 6cncral. 

All of which are respectfully submiUed. 
To the department of the last named func!iolla,'y, owing to 

the presrure of afJ;,iro, I omitted making the allusion, in my gen
era.l message, which I had intended to ha,,·e ma.de,-a circum~ 
stnncc I the more regret, as I hare so much reason to approve 
the conduct of the officer referred to, who has shown the ulmost 
zeal and ability in the execution of his functions. 

SAlII. HOUSTON. 
The report of tho secretary of War wa, then read and re

fel'red to th.} committeu on military affil.irs. 
The report of the secretary of the navy was thell read and 

referred to the committee on naral affairs. 
On motion of 1\11-. 'Vharton, 'it was 
Ordered, That the report of the secretary of the treasury 

be referred to the commiltee on ways and ffi-..!Ltns, wilhout read .. 
ing, 

And that the reporl of the post master gcnenl.l be referred 
tothe committee on the post office, without rc,ulin[. 

On motion of Mr. Allen of Nacogdoches, he having voted 
iu the affirmative, the order dispcnsiug \yith tile reatling of the 
report from the scerdary of the treasury WeL, rc.coll;idel"ed, and 
the report rcad. 



On mOLlon of )fr. Holm,n tbe hOLl ... atijourncJ "ntil (0-

morrow morning at lU Q <dock. 
W. F. GRAY, cn. 

S~T"nDW, 20th May, 1837. 
The house met pursuant to adjournment, 
Twenty.five member. being present. . . 
A mes,agc was recdved from the pre"df;nt by .Mr. RIch

nrdsoo, his private secretary, transmlttmg tl.IC mcmo!lal of C~P" 
tain Ross, of the stec.m boat Yello .. Stone, In behalt of hlm,clf 
and crew. The message and documents bci.ng read w:ere, on 
motion of Mr. Branch, referred to the commIttee on claIms and 
accounts. 

Mr •. Roman presented the petition of Ale~ander 'Val,b, 
praying that his accounts may be audited. 

On motioll of Mr. Roman, it was I eferred to the commit· 
tee of claims and accounts. 

Mr. Rowe from the committee on public lands, to wb?m 
was referred the petition ofD""id Laughlin, made the followmg 

REI'ORT: 
. !he committee OD public lands to whom was referred tbe 

petitIOn of Uavid Laughlin, praying that some lands m.y be 
granted. to 1\Iary Morilla Foot, an orphan, seven years of age, , 
w?oemlgratcd to the count~,{as he states) with him, in the year 
1835, and has no hlood relatIOn"or never has ha I in Tex~s, the 
committee arc of opi' hI! that some in .ariable rules should go~· 
ern. alllegBati.e bodies, in the di'position of every questi~n 
Wlll,c.h they may DC called upon to dispose of. And in the d,.. 
~oslhot~ of thi!l, and. aJl similar cases, which may arise, the quer 
.ti·>n shou Id be, has the suhject any peculiar merit for ba\'ingdo~~ 
!,IIIO noble act, Or fGr having ren~ered .ome gre"t and essent .. 
'lervice. tG the country, upon which to base' their claims? ~r 
have they suffered some great mi,fortune, which our sympathle. 
are called upon to relieve? 

In this case we sec neither: hundreds arc no douM 8imil.;· 
If situ"ted; and if we began with one, we should go (hroug I 
tl.e whole list. 
. T!,e committee ask to be discharged from the {urther con· 

"derail .... of the subject. 
. JOSEPH ROWE, Chairman. . 

On motion of Mr. Wharton, the report was concur~d I~( 
and the committee discharged from tbe furtber consideratIon 0 

the subject. 
Mr. Branch (rom III" rnmmittc~ of claims Itnd ac~nuntJ, to 



"hom the petition of Robert Steph~nson, ~x«utor of R. J. 
Mosely, had b"en referred, made the f~lJowin" 

REPOltT: C 

MR. SPEAli:ER:-

The commiltee on claims and acconnt,:;, fo whom was rc. 
fCrt"cd the petition of Rohert Stcphl>n 011, ("xccutor of Uoucrt 
J~ J\[o:5efy, together with the accompanying do(.'umcotg, lJu.'c 
Jlh~~ntJy c!:amincd the same, uud find fro.~n the acr.ompallying 
ccrtlncatcs that a con5iderablc number 01 cattle and hog~,-a~ 
!tl~o a qualltity of corn and bacon, was used by a dh'ision oftbe 
fcxian army, under the command of capl;liu 'Yillianl ratton. 
'Vhat number of cattle and hog;, and what quantity of corn 
~nd hacon was used, Jour committee are unable to (lsrertain, 
as no account appears to haye beeD kept II)' any of the ollie.r. 
of the army. '-j~his "done WQuld, in the opinion of your com
mittee, fender it whole'y irnpractieabJe for congress to Oiuthor
izc the auditor to audit the claims of the pet.itioncr. But apart 
frout this,-Jour committ--:c an.: of opinino that another much 
'!nore imporU.nt reason CXi5is, why the accounts, under ('onsid~ 
cratior.. should not be idlowcd nt the pl'f:scnt time. The pro
perty 0 J hundreds of cidzcns of 'Tt:xas W;15 in the Same !-:itualion, 
abandoned hy the owners, ;Hld t1.~('d hy the; Trxiall as well us 
~,Icxican army. To grant rdilJ to Olle iuuiviuual, wl.ilc the 
rl:st are W'/,.1'1:nlll,/ifNitt:d, would, in thE. opinion of your commit
tee, be padiallegislalion, .lnd therefore uflcollditutionlll. Your 
committee, lhcrcJl)J"c, bcg Icnxc to return the papers to the house, 
and a:5k to be di:lcharged from th('ir further cOlJsideration. 

EDWARD T. BRANCH, 
Chairman. 

On motion of 1\lr. '~Im.t the rcport Vw"ilS c-oncurrro in and 
the committee discharged from the further con,idcration of the 
petition. 

~Ir~ Branch from the same committee, to whom "{'j';tS refer. 
rcd the petition of HCliry Griffeth, made the following 

}{EPORT: 
The con1ffiittec ;In cbims and account:::, to whom \yas rc .. 

ferred the petition:of lIenry Gr~tretIJ, J'r~ying remuncraliQ~ for 
property prc6~cd mto the scrnce ot 1 exns,-hayc ('xamlOf d 
the same, and ti:lding no YOUChCfS for the charge mndc in said 
jletition, and believing also that tlle la'v, amply provide for the 
case under con:;lidera(Ion, heg kaye tl) rC'turn the petition, and 
"'k to be di,char~ed from its further comider'ltioo. 

EDWARD T. BRANCH, 
Chairman. 



The committee Wd! (>.cccrdill~ly di~ch~rg:cda 
Mr. \\fhite from the committee on cnrolkd bill, Imde tilt" , 

following 
REPORT: 

Tbo followinO' resolutions ha.\"c been ~ubmiLtcd, approrcd, 

and signed by the 1)f~';dl'llt. , ..,' • 
1st. Aj.')illt I'CSO,lltllJll : •. lfdO:,Zl'lg We prC51de!1t to appOInt 

an uO'etlt to the ~o',:rt of GfI.:at Brita!!"]. . 
~tld. A j;..int rc~olution authori5i~g the president. to appOl~t 

a. commissioner to run the bouadary hue bctWCd.l this rt.·llUb!Jc 
and the United State •• 

3d. An act for the relief of mini.ter, of tTle Go'pel. 
S •. \. WUlT!':, 

Chairmall. 
On motion of Mr. Branch, it lV.,S 
Ordered, That in all cases wn~re petitio!rj 11~YC bern. rrc' 

lented to the house, and rcjt:~ctcd, Of not a.d(:~ on, the pchllOO" 

ers shall ha\~c leave to witlldraw th-:ir petitions amI parer~. , 
1\lr. Bimng~ty from the joint committee on in~ian af{alN, 

made the following 
REPORT: 

The joint committEe, to whom was referred tT,e ,~hjcct.D{ 
our Indian relations, with instructions to report a Lill lor tne 
protection of the frontier, having considered the ~n!!:c;('stion of 
the president and tbo:;~ of (he sec rd;lry of '\.'rar~ arc .... satisfied, o( 
the expedietlcy, and feel lJO hC5ttatinn in rc(om:nc:nciia<J acbrC 
vpcrations against the ho~tt'c luuia!15 of our bOf(l('r~. 

That several of the tri~l's ncar the extl'{:Inc sdiJerncnt~ hil"C 
hccli and still are hOifilC', is too notoriou:5 to require a ddailed 
statement of fitd:o to prove it. Amung thl).:'l~ triiJ('s H.re c'd braced the Caddo~, 'Vac~, Tiwach.'lr)('~~ Kccd.:ie~. JoUlCS a~. 
Pawnees, whose mllrrirr., and d('prcdati-I)n~ are of almost d,llJ} 
occurrence. The Cadd·.H who cXi'rci!c a cotltI'olling inaUl·n.l'C' 
&\'er thos{' tribco::, antI \'\ ~th whom t.hey .;tf\' in fotn~ d~grec l~( 
(orpol'atcJ, recently reccHoeu Oil H cd I{I\"cr, from lhc .1gCnt, 
the United Slaks gover!llTwnt, ammunition aud rifles, and HIl" 

mediate!y. t~ll'reaft('r set otf ft>: Tcxfts, to join th;'ir :onf('Jcra~~t' 
on the 1 nlH(Y alld Brazo" willch h", douotlcss In'p,,~d the J. 
tcr with incrcas(:u c(,.lIiidcncc. ,rithin the la.st f.:w days, lye 

hayc received, from \'arious 50ul'r'!~! srltisf.'l.ctory inrOrltl;'tIO:~ 
that th05~ Indi-t11S Ii",-c pelletrated, cren belo", the S~II AII.to,'; 
road, h lrIng murdered sc\"cral CltlZCIlS on the Brazos, TruJI.y, 
~nd Neche. rivers. Those incur5ions of late Arc hecoming m: 

,,,J..,.ing. Ani ~. ar~ fl"~i,!p,Hy Qf tho .. piAi~n th,t. ,,"Ie'" 
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me",n, !J.f repellillK their nggreeoioD' be not 'peedU, incr..:.e.i 
a~d put In requisitiou, tht:1f attacks, roobcrit!!!!. and murder" 
w,,~ ... p.r~ad cxteu$ive'y, and prob,tblJr in the end, if Dot checked 
h) J~(hClOllS mca~1I1'C5, \vjJ1 shortly IUvoh·c the whole country ill 
\ ub;:8Lro~~ lndian war. To flw'rt this ~t:ltc of thing." your 
~ommlttct.! a(hj~e than all expedition, composed of a tluitabJe 
.JrcC',-:HsiIidcntly nnrnC'J'oll.:'l to Jooil'our {heir (ountry tlJOroughly, 

ole a~ SOon as practicable sellt against thC'm~ 
1'hc accompallJi!lg bill proposes that a company ofShnw .. 

n(~e3, Cherokees:, ])dawarcs, or of some other r,.icndly tribe&, 
pro\-idcd thl'Y cal) he induced to it, shdll he attached to cilcb 
di\'i-:;ion. From the known di,likc of the laHer to the )rairie 
Indians, we lh.lieve that such an acquisition can be effected, urad 
tha.t it will greatly ado to th~ cmdc.'1cy aad success of the cam· 
paign. The pre~c"t fOl'ce employed on the frontier for its pr(l.oo 
tection, we deem ioadequ:lte to the attaimllcnt of tbat object; 
and believe that nothing favorable can be re",onaMy anticipa
ted from prospective treatie, with them. 

The particular orders under which the corpg ,,,HI have to ' 
nd i3 a subject of peculiar delicacy, and mu( h will have to be 
left to the discretion of the commandr!ing otlic{'rs. 

It will become the duty of the secretary of war, in issuing 
general ordt't':i to those otliccrs, to cnjo"n great caution and 
pruduce. \Vith tho,e views we respectfully a5k leave to submit 
tbe uccowpanying bill. 

R. A. lRlON, 
Chairman on the part of trw senate. 

JESSE B1LI.JNGSLY, 
Chairman on the part of thp. house. 

The: report and bill having been read, on motion of Mr. 
Billingsly, the report was concurred in, and the bill ordered to a 
.ccond reading. 

M,·. Roman submitted the following re,olution; 
Resoloed, That the contrador, major 'Vard, be required 

to cli:H'ontinlic ::mcl) labor on this house as disturbs the dclibera· 
~ions of congl"c~s during the hours of its session; 'whit:h wat ra .. 
Jectcd. 

}"ir .. '''--=h:Jrtoa ~lIJ,miilC'd the foll(lwing joint r(:50Illtion. 
A joint rc,,,lntion for the benciit of th" mc'n th"t major Wil. 

lian P. ·l\fiHcr brought to 'f~xas in th~ mO:1th O!' i'Iarch, 1830. 
On motion of .Mr. B:ni1g~Iy the report was received, and 

the biB beillg renu once, was ordered to a ~ccond reading. 
On motion of )fro Chenoweth, the ·'hill to incorporate the 

Reel Ri"cr and Arnnia.o Bay, Rail Ro"d, Nuiiation awl 



lank COUlp~"lJ]," \Ta5 tnkcn up Oil it .. !l~\'(Jnd I't'ldii~g. and ",a, 
~oni!id~red by sections., .. . 

Mr. Chenoweth moved to amend the ,ath .cctlOn, by ,tn' 
king out tile words hforty nine," as the term of ~h(: ch<lrkr, ?or 
the pUrpc.sl~ of ill~crting a shortcrprriod, the motIon was earned 
and the word:: :3tr~cken out. 1 

Mr. Arool,{ mOH'd to fill the blank with' "thirty yenrs;' 
which was rejected. 

]tlr. Bru.sh mov·cd to fill it with Htwcnty;~' which wa£ rcjcc4 

ted. 
Mr. _____ mo.cd to fill it with "tell," ",hich was reo 

jected. . . . ." 
Mr. Allen of Nacogdoche., moved to fill It 'nth "nwe, 

which was rejected. 
Mr. Wharton moved t6 fill it with "one year." Befor. the 

question was taken, . 
Mr. Baker of Mabgorda moved to reconsider tbe vote strik

ing our ',:!orty·ninr. years,lt_which ,,·as carried. 
So the house agreed to reconsider. 
~r. Arnold mqvcd that the hOIl,e adjollrn until "londa1 

mormug at ten o'clock, which was rl~jcct("d. . 
~lr. Brush renewed the motioll, which was aO'ain rejected. 
Motions to aJjoum ulltil 9 o'clock on lIIonday,~and 8 o'clock 

on l\fonday, 'were fluccesshely made and rejected. 
Mr. Allen of Milam Inored, that the bill be inde6nitely 

postponcd,-on wlli<:h question the :lr(~5 a.nd noes be ordercd;
Those ~ho \'oLed in the ("dnrmati\:c, were .;\Iesus. s[,eaker, 

Allen. of XacogJocbe" _'.Ilen of :\filam, Boyd, Hill, )IcKinney, 
Pennmgton. 'l"'H'tflon, ,\rri.-,.hl.-!J. 

Those ~vho v()tcd in tl~e ~cgati\·c \v('re ~[('s~rs. .\rnold, 
Baker .of .:\Iatagorda, Billingsly, lJru!!h, Burnham, Cho:>nowcth, 
CartwrIght, Gant, Geraghty, Hooper, Holman, Lewis, Roman, 
Rowe, 'Vest, Wbitc,-lti. . 

So the hOll,e rcfuicd to po<lpone indefinitely. . • 
On motion of )fro Billingsly, the house adjourned until ]\foro 

day morning at 10 o'clock. h-
Mr. Pennington asked and obtained leave of absence t~' 

d"y for the remainder of the s • .,ion, on the ground ofiJl heaJt • 
W. F. GRAY, CJ'k. 

l\fo"DAY, MAY 22, 1837. 
The hon,e met p"reoant to adjollrnmont. 
Twen'y-two members being present. '. 
Mr. Roman presented the petiti~1l of George W. poe,pra1 
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in~. the appoinlm.::-nt of a committee to c:I<lrnine his ,tCcount!~ 
Wl.1Ch Wfl~ referred to the committee on clnim! and account!. ' 

nIr. Baker of ~latagorJiL presented the petition of John 
Dunca~ an~ others praying li'.n Cl.ct of incorporation to impron; 
tile nangahon of Caney. 

o On motion of ,MI'. i:\rnold, it WLiS referred to a seled COm

m.lttc.:~, con:;j~t.ing of ~Icssrs. Al'llo1J, 'V hite, BilJillg~J('y, Bak~:r 
01 .Matagorda, and Homan • 

.. Mr. Rowe sulHIlittetl the following joint I'CSolllJion, 
Rt'sol-ced, by the ~eniltc and Louse ot' rcpn:scn{(ltlv('s of the 

republic. of Texas in <..'ongrcss assembled, That ull dcbt~ which 
ilrc now, or may hereafter become due to this republic, may he 
pa.id :\tul di5c~,argctl in properl~ auditc(.1 drafts 0." the trc,isury 
of thIS repnbh--:,-un)cs'i othennse specI,lJly prondcd for hy law. 

lIfr. Holma" submitted the following joint resolution. 
Resolved, bv the senate and hou::e of I'cpr('scntacin.:5 ofthc 

repUblic of Texas, in congrecs assembled, Thatthc po~t master 
general of this republic be authorized to extend the mail routf:ol 
fir way of Balow's and Gaines' Fcrritl~, so as to (:onlinullicait! 
with the UnIted States' mail: nnd thnt he b(' rt.uthoriz('d to pnv 
for any services which may have becB alre~LJy rt'IHl (I ,.1 by all)' 
perfon to effeel th"t ohject. 

The house then proceeded to the ord~r< of the d",Y. 
On mollOn of l\lr. Rowe the bilile legalize mal'riagc con· 

tracts was taken up 011 its sc('onu I'eading~ with the amendment" 
reported by the committee on the judiciary. Mr. White movet! 
an arlditi,nal section. On moliolJ of 1\1<-. Baker of Austin the 
bill was recommitted to the committee on the judiciary. 

On molion of Mr Billing,ly (he hous<' took up the joint 
resolution authorizinb' certain ofliccl':!J to fldministrf ot'lths to the 
officers and ,oldiers of lhe army. On motion of Mr. llilling,ly 
it was laid on the t:1hlc. 

On motion of Mr. Gant, the Liil (0 e,tahlish a rale of in· 
terest, as amended and rdUl'llcd from the s('nal~, W,'L." talH'n up. 
1\lr. ROMe mo\'ed tba.t the am(lndments of the ~l'untC' be rejer· 
tcd.-whi(·h was carried, and on motion of Mr. Rowe, the' bill 
was I"id en (he t"hle-. 

A message wa.s receiveJ from, the 5c.nntr, by their 5ccrcLrn-y, 
that the senate had passed Ha Inll to Incorporate the town of 
Nac:ogdochcs'~'-in which tbey request the concurrence of tho 
house. 

On motion of Mr. Allen of Nacogdoche" the hon,e look 
up the "bill to f\UpprCiiS gambling,~' which had been hnwndcd 
and ordered to be cngros6cd for :t third rcadin~ all the 15th: 



~mt: (outrtU1t"tv of opinion txi:!tin~ ru! to the l!t.nge of the 
Lill. on motion of lit;. Baker or" Austill, it wO" 

o Orr/ern/, That the "ill he rl1t hack on its ~ccond rcading,all 
it ~tanJ5 am, IIlled ,:no l"w''Tlls:-ed j and 

- On m'Otion of }Ir~ \\?hif('~ thr; hOllse rC501n:d itsdf into a 
cODlmittee of the ,,,"II'Ole 011 th,~ bill to supprc~5 gambJing~ 

Mr. \Yintc ill the chair. 
AfLl'r sOllie lime .3p('nt tlJ('rcin, the tommittcc arOse and rc. 

ported to the bill the house "hh a;nendllll'nt .... Th: (om~ittcc 
was t1ist.:hartred. and the houj(' proceeded to the (on~ld('riltton of 
the arncndn~(!lIt·.::. lst, '~!strik(· out the' 5th ~rctil)n,~' which w~s 
carried. 3d. In last sCE:-ion, artl'r the \V1..1 rd (ffi·( t~ insert, "m 
the county of I1arri~uurg, five days from and "rter i1.5 pas~;lgCt 
nnd in aU othcr parts -of th.~ rl'public." ~·hit.:h W~tS al~o earned. 

On motion of Mr. Gallt, thc~lIm of "one tl1ou5and dollars," 
the mininwm fine in toe second sceion~ ,,,a! stri,_'kcn Ollt. 

Mr. Wlmrtor: mo\·cd to liill the blank with '·twcnty dol· 
hr~." 

lIfr. Brnsh nom·cd to fill the l.Jank with "nine hundred dol· 
lars," uhirh WtlS put and rC'jeded. 

Mr. Alh,n of Nacogdoches moved to fill the blank with 
"five hundrt'd 41011<.1.15," wllich was rC'jI.,ctr-J. 

Mr. Allen ofNaco~dochc, moved to fill the blank with"t .. o 
hund red and fifty doll'm," whkh was rejected. 

On motion of Mr. Baker of Anstin, the blank was filled 
with hone hundred do Jl:ir:;:. " 

0" motion of Mr. Billin~sly, it was 
.Or'/f'rf'd, That thciliU as amellded he cngrO!!:~ed for it third 

rcauJIl.g-, and made the orner of the day for tomorrow. 
Oi, motion of ]\I r. Hill, the hill to'incol"pol"atc the Red Riv· 

er and Aran,,,,o Boy, Rail Road, N;n-i;:ation and Banking Com· 
1'01lY, wa, taken lip, and on motion of Mr. Baker of .1mtill, the 
c:cnsicler:ttion thereof Wilil po~tponed and made;; the ~pedaJ order 
for ~ o'clock ". Jr. 

On molio" of Mr. Wharton the house adjourned until 8 
o'clock, r • .... 

. 8 O\:LOCK, p. )(. 

The house met pursuant to ad.inurnmcnt~ 
Twenty-two m('mu~ rs heing pr~)~('nt. 
The hill to incorporate the Ut:fl RI\."C'r, and ~<\r;ln~aso Eay, 

Rail. Ro;:d., N;lvigatioli and BanJ{ing Company, s:pcciaJly set for 
consideratIOn at 8 o\'ock this c\'cning, WfiS taken up. 

;\1 r. Whnrton moved that the bill be ind~6nitcJy pOitponrd. 



A me .. "ge Wall recd.ed (rom the senate, by tudr ,ecretary 
~f~. Robertson, announcing the passage, bv the scnate ofa bill 
nxmg the saLtrit·s of rc\'cllu::: offit:crs, and ;iJ~O the bill, 'from the 
hou.-;;e, for lhc hetter protection of the northern frontiers wi!h 
gmcUdrncnt5, in ~hich the con(,url'(;nc~ o~ the ~lOU.o;'t: i.~ n,'q,;c:stcd .. 

On ttH! Ino,lJon to po:-tponc the blll mdcfinitcJy, .Mr. Gant 
Dl:L ic a PCilli of order. . 

. "The qlL:tltion on the indefinite postponement of this bill 
ha"'lng alrc~HI)" heen decided, and no action on it ha"'ing bee.n 
sub.scqacntly had, is the motion ill oruer?" 

'J'he Speaker d~TidcJ the molion to he in onter .. 
. Mr. B"kcrof lIIatagorda culled for Ihe nycs ilnd naY'. on 
Indefinite pO!tponcmcotj which "lCle OJ'dcrcd,-and on taking 
the qUt'lition, 

Those who voted it} the anirmaU,'e '(\'cre, l\I~~r~. 9ptmk
cr, Allen of Nacogdoches, AlIen of .Milam, Brl.ker of AUitin, 
Billingsly, Boyd, Branch, H,II, lIIcKillnc)" Rowe, Wharlon, 
\Vril1ht.-IZ. 

Those who Toted in the ncgnthc, ,"ere, l\.lc~!irs. :\I'1101J, 
nil.ker of rtlatag.orda, BI'!l~h. Burnham, Chenowetll, Carlrigllt, 
Gant, Gcnght), Hooper, Holman, Lcwi:-, n.oman, 'Vc~t, 
While.-U. 

So the house ref1l3~d lo po:,tl)onc the hill inl.lc[lIlildy .. 
On mntiO"l ,If ::'111-. nclk .... r of ;\U~,ill, Lll.:: 1Iou:J~ , .. djourncd 

UIlt:J to·morrow morning at IOo'dock. 
W. r. GR.\ Y, en. 

TUESDAY, MA\' 23, 183;. 
The house met pursuant to adjournment, 
Twcnty~four members being prC;5cnt. 
Mr. Arnold prc.<,,,lcd the petition of "V. Lewi" pruyillg 

for remuneration as Indian agent ;..\::c. 
On moti(}u of ,Mr. Arnold the petition was rcfurrt:d to the 

committee on daim~ and aL'('oullls. 
Hr. Hill pr~s"nted tile pcli;ion. of John 1'. C.ole •. nnd oth; 

f"rs, for an ad to Ulcorpornt.e: a Semmary of Lcarmng In ColeS! 
Settlement. 

Referred to a ~elcct {;ommillcc,. consisting of ~Ic:'!sr5. lim, 
Rowe and We,t. 

A message wa.!oi received from the !,cm'de, by 'Mr. Robert· 
lon,thcir scnctary, announcing the ~a5."agc {'If the i'~d fur tho 
relief of thOiiIC who lost property durlllg the w,u', 'wlth amend .. 
m('nt~. 

Mr. ""hit~ "",,·.d tho R,10rti"n ,,( thr rollowin~ """lntiO'!). 
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RClJu/;:'c.:, That the prc~iJciJt be rt;iul':'tCl~ ,lO, etatc to thit! 
hou'Se u)Jou wbat authority h? h,;5 ~tatI~n.cd .boldH.'~5 .. upon ti,l.e 
:-;a.bili.c, to prevent ritizcn.~ of tb!s rtpulJl!c (rom takwg thur 
caltle mlt of the country. . 

,rbiciI, by tli/! for~ictlJ rule of tbt~ hou-5c, be:; (In'.! dti)" jar 
.consideratiol1. . . 

l\1r. Branch mo\'cd a 5usrcr.::ion of the (orudll rule of ~hc 
hOU5C ill order that the re~C)luttOil Hl<L)' bt: adcJ on fortlm Ilh. 
The house refused to sm.pemj tbe rule. ., . 

~1r. ',""hite moved the tHloption of ih'; 10110\\ lJl g rc~olutIOn. 
B'solvcd, That this home rccci\"t:' II? more Lu:,:iHC~~ of a lo~ 

calor h,dividuai naturc,-which 'fas f(:]f.::C"tcd. 
On motion of ~lr. Billi!lg~J'y, the Lill f'JI' the better protec .. 

tion of the llorthern frontiers. which h<td been returned from the 
tScnaie, with afll('ndmcnt~, ,'"ai ta"hen up, .and (he ,tnlCIHlmCllll 

counll'J"cd in. 
On motion of !\Ir. Holman, the Gill from the senate, fixing 

the salaries of J'cVUJl!C oiliecJ';), ,r;'.s taken up. .' 
The bill ha,-ing beef) read, :\lr. Chcllowoth moved Its reJec· 

tion, which motion \Y,-is iostl n.nd the LiB pa!5cd to a ~(:cond read .. 
ing ... 

The house then took up the bill from the senate (0 jflcorpO
rate tlH! town of Nacogdoches, which was read a nrst timc. 

The hous,c thcu took up the bin, rdurncd ff(JJT! tbe ~enatc 
with amcudmcnb, fIJI' tllC r<:ijcf of tl;o~e who bn-(.: IO:;ol property 
(juring the ""Lr. 011 motion l)f ~\fr \rLit'2 the tlJn::llcilllcnts, rro .. 
jJo::icd hy thesenak, werJ: rOllcurnd i~i: 

~fr. ilr'lI~h moved tflat the j!OU~C Jo :Hijourn lIntil 3 Q\·Jock, 
r. :U.! \"1 I !ich was njccteJ. 

TilC /JOll:i:C tlJen prol.ccd(~d to the orJ(:rs of tIle rlay •. 
0" motion of lI1o-_ G""I tbe house took up the bill to Incor-

porate the \Va.shirtgton College, on its ~c;)orJd reading. 
Mr. Wh:ll"tpc moved !I,at tbe bill be indclinitcly postponed; 
On wllirh 4jucstion the ay(',-; and Hoes were; ordered, 
Those who \"otcd in tlte td]irnJati~-c wcre l\Ie~srs. Al1cn of 

Nacogdoc hc.:5, BilJing::-:ly, BI'yti, Br,lllc!t, Lewis, \rtnuton,.-6. 
Those who \"otl'J in the negative ,,-ere, l\lt:€srs. Speaker, 

;\lIen of Milam, Arnold Baker of Austin, !laker of Matagorda, 
llr"sh, Rumham, CI'e"~weth. Cartwright, Gani. Gcr~ghly, HIli, 
Hooper, Holman, McKinncy, Homan, Itow., '\'",t,-18. 

~o the house refused 10 po,tpone the bill inddinildy. 
0" mol ion of Mr. Gt'ragilty the bill Was ordered to be en

gro~sl'd and read a third time to-morrow. 
On rT'C1lcll of Mr. Bi!ling.ly the engrossed bill to .uppret> 
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~arnlrijc, IS was t"ken up, read a third time, and pa.ted. 
The tiOe of the bill, "an act to suppress gambling." 

. On motion of Mr. Rowe, the vote, ordering the bill for the 
Incorporation of 'Va,hing!on college to a third reading, was 
.. e-consitlered, and the bill again put on H. sccond readil1g. 

0" motion, of Mr. Billingsly the bouse resolved itself int .. 
a committee of the wbole, on the said Bill; 

Mr. Billingsly ju tbe cbair, ' 
And after some time spent th~rein, the committee rose, and 

reported the uill to the house with the following amendment •• 
"'In section 1st. strike -out the word "ordained," and strike out 
the 6tb., 'Ind 7th", sections. The amendments were concurred 

• in by the ho""e, and the bill, as amended, QI'dered to be engro,.. 
ed and read a tbird time to·morrow. 

On motion of. Mr. Baker of Au.tio, the house thell "d
journed until II ,o'clo<krP. M. 

- B O'CLOCK, r. M. 

'The house met pursuant t{) adjournment. 
l\fr. 'Vharton presented the petition of George B.1WKin

titry <:tnd others, of Brazoria, praying all act of iucorporation 
for a company to oc styled "the interna.l improrement and 
banking company of Tcxas."-accomp;lnicd by a bil'. 

On motion of Mr. White, tbe petition and bill were re
ferred to the committee on the ,tate of the repuulk. 

A message was received from the Senate, by their secreta
ry, announcing the passage of "a bill to incorporate the Epir 
copal church in tbe town of Matagorda." 

Mr. 'Vharton presented the petition of Warren D. C. 
nail and othe", praying an act of inco~oration for a company 
to be styled ·'the mutual insurance compan)'." 

On motion of Mr. Ilrancb, the petition wa, laid on the 
table. 

l\fr. Branch, by leave of the hou.e, introduced a bill to 
incorporate the toy,n of Liberty, which was read a first time 
by itstitle. 

On motion of lIlr. White, seconded by Mr. Allen of Na
cogdoches, the house resumed the considel'ation of the unfini8h~ 
ed business of the fdorninrr, being the "bill to incorporate the" 
Red River and Aransaso '='Uay RaHroad, Navigation, and Bank:' 
ing Compauy, on its second reading." 

On motion of 1\Ir. White, it was ordered, th"t the hill be 
referred to a select commiLtee. 

il 



On motion of Mr. Chenowetb, it was orJered, that the 
committee consist of five member;, and that they be chosen by 
ballot. 

On motion of Mr. 'Vharton, the order of reference to a so
bet committee, was re-considered; and 

On motion ot" Mr. Allen of N acogdoche" the bill was re
ferred to a commiltee of the whole. The house accordingly 
scsolved itselJ into a committee of the whole, 1\[r. 'Vharton in 
the chair, on the said bill; and after 'orne lime spent theroin, the 
committee rose, and reported the I>ill to the hou,e, with sundry 
amendments, and asked to be discharged from the furtber co~
oideratiGn of tbe lubject. The committee was accordingly dIS

charged, and the amendments concurred in ~y the hou,e. { 
Mr. Billingsly moved a suspension of the fifiy-firsl rule 0 

tbe house, in order tbat the bill, as amended, might be ordered 
to a tbiro readillg fortbwith. 

Mr. Geraghty moved that the house adjourn, which .... 
.rejected • 

. Mr. Baker of Matagorda moved that the bouse adjourn, 
untIl to-morrow morning, at Hl o'c1ock, which was rejected. 

-The question was then taken on the suspension of the fifty
tirs~ rlli.e, and carried. The bill was read a. third time, and put 
on sts final passage, and on this question the ayes and noes were 
ordered . 

. Mr. Baker of Matagorda moved that the hou;e adjourn 
unhl to-mo~r~w morning, "t 10 o'clock, which was reje~ted. 

Mr. White moved to adjourn unlil to.morrow morOlng, at 
10 o'clock, which was rejected. 

Mr. ChenolVeth moved to adjourn, which was also reject~d. 
And the question recurring on the final passage of the bill, 

Mr. Allen of Nacogdoches called fol'" the previous que,tion.
The call was sustained, ahd on this question, the ayes and noes 
were ordered • 

. The .pe:tkel' then put the pl'evious question, "Shall tbe 
maID questIOn be now put?" 

Tnose who vo:ed in the affirmative were Messrs. Speake.r, 
~len of Nacogdoches, Allen of Milam, Baker of Austin, Bi~ 
Iingsly, B"yd, Branch, Hill, M'Kinney, Wharton, 'Vright-l~. 

ThOlle who voted in the negative were Messrs. Ar~ol , 
lIakcr of Matagorda, Brush Burnham Chenoweth CartwTlght, 
Gant, Geraghty, I100pcr II~lman Le~v;' Roman West, White 
-H. "-" 

Sq the house ref.sed to take the main 'lucstioo. 



.'j!l. 

On motion oDlr. Baker of A.ustin, it was 
Ordered, That the said bill be m"de the 'pecial order tot 

11 o'clock to-morrow morning. 
On motion of Mr. Branrh, the entrossed joint rl'solution I 

for the rchef of the Hon. B. C. Franklin, was taken up rea II 
a third time and passed. ' 

On motion 0f Mr. Geraghty, the hOli,e adjourned until to 
mo"'row morning at ten o'dock~ 

W. FAIRFAX GRAY, Cl'k. 

WEDNESnAT, MAY 2-1, 1837. 
The house met pursuant to adjournment, twenty-six mem

krs bring present. 
lIfr. Baker of Austin pre.ented the petition of W m. II. 

Patton and athers, accompanied by a bill fur the appointment 
of clerksin tbe military.tnff offices, whichfbeing read, the peti. 
tioll was laid on the table, aad the bill ordered to a.c.cund read 
ing to-morrow. 

The Speaker laid before the house the petition of Edmond 
Andrews, R. Mills and others, praying the incorporation of a 
Bank on the Brazos, accompanied by a bill. 

On motion of Mr. Baker of Austin, the petition wal reo 
ceived, and the bill laid on the table. without being read. 

Mr. Allen of Nacogdoches, from the committee of way' 
and means, made the following 

• REI?ORT: 
Mr. Speaker-Your committee to whom was referred th<l 

communication of the lIon. the Secretary of the Treasllry, un' 
del' date of the 12th inst., which communication was predicated 
on a resolution of this house, bearing date the 19th of Decem
ber last past, have .bad the same under consideration, and ha\'e 
instructed me to make the following report: 

YOdr committee, duly impresscd with thc propriety and 
neee"ityof ,ustaining the public credit, and protecting the pub. 
lic creditors, have duly considered the practicability, and great 
utility of the plans suggested and recommended by the Hon. 
Secretary, and unanimously concur with him in opinion. 

The plan proposed of funding the public debt, loy the erk 
ation of a commensurate stock fund, bearing an interest of J.f 
per cent. per annum, with a pledge of the public faith foritt 
tinal redemption, is, in the opinion of your committee, well cal. 
culated to inspire public contidenre, and would tend to tbe ill)' 
mediate relief of the public crcditors, by placing in their hand. 
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art amil"ble nnd productive .tock, which, ill the o~illion of J?'" 
committee, would vcry soon rise to its par yalue. Another tm
portant and desirable object would be g~inod by the plan pro
po,ed. The comoliJation of the plloiic debt would not only 
call to a proper scrutiny the variolls /loating Eal>iEti~'?1 the 
governm-::nt, and i':ave Jc~~s opportunity for the comml.o;~I?n ~f 
fraud. and forgerie., but would place it in a Jorm uJ whIch It 
"mid be managed and wielded, and the credIt of the gm'e;n
mentkept up by paying a iair interest on ther.nded cl?~t. 'the 
plaTt suggested by the Hon. Secretary, to ra"e a ,"fuetent re
venue to meet the annual or semi-ann::al interest of the funded 
debt, by impost duties and direct taxation! 1'5, in the opinion of 
your committee, the only plan which can he fairly "e,-i.cd. And 
your committee believing that much puh"c hrlletit will re,'!'t 
from the practical result. of the plan proposed. heg leave to m
troduce th.e fonowing bilt~, ,-iz: ".\n act to authorize the CODSo-

!idation and funding of the public debt." 
"An act to raise a public revenue by impost duties." .And 

"an act to raise a public revenue by direct taxatioll.~' 
JOHN K. ALLEN. 

Chairman of Gommittee O>t 1Vay, ami Jlean<, 
?n motion of Mr. Baker of Austin, the three bills, aCCom

panymg the report, were severally read a fi ... t time. 
Mr. Allen, of NaCOgdoches, fr(tm the sarne committee made 

thc fo)JOwing 

REPORT: 
The committee of 'VaY' nnd !lIeam, to "hom was referred 

the report of tile Han. the Secretary of the Treasury, dated 
the 18th April, have had the same under con,ideration, and 
bave instructed me to report the following resolution. 

JOHN K. i\LLEN, 
Chairman of the Gammill" of Way' and Means. 

R"OI"ed, by the Senate and House or" Reprcsent"ti .. e. ~f 
the Repflblic of Texas in congress assemhled, That the p~SI
dent be authorized to appoint an a~cnt to proceed to the UnIted 
States, with instructions to rccci~c the urtSofd land scrip. and 
settle with the different "gents hcre("fore appointed by: the 
government. And that he be also directed 10 sell nnv scnp he 
may receive for cash, nt not less than the minimum price, the. 
proceeds to be depo.iled ill bank, subject to the order of the 
~ecretary of the Treasury. 

The resoilltion Was read n first time. 
Mr. Baker of A~stin, from the committee on ttc Judiciary 

to whom Wno referred the petition of Robert M. "'illiamsoD 



61 

and IIlldcn Ed \f:\rd!l, claimin" (.cr!ain quantities of JaJ}d, ll! 

cmpresarios, made the followinbg 
. REPORT: 

. The Jllrlici~ry committee to whom w ... s referred the peti
han of 1\lr. 'Villiamson and ilrldcn EdwoRl'dil, claiming certain 
qua.ntities of land, as cmpres;~rio:::, hil,ve had the sarne under 
consideration and have insLructed me to rcport:-

That suflkient evidence has not been furnished the com
mittee to enable it to determine the nature of the contrad~ 
made with the petiLionc;s, nor the eIient of their cOD:pliancc " 
with their snid rOn tracts. Indeed the various testimony whid! : 
w():.-dd 11;1\'1~ to be h;trodurcli, to:t proper UlHJcrstand[ng of the \ 
whole ~Uhj8ct, would occupy more time, and claim morc atten
tion from congre~tI, than a duc reguJ to other important gcnc~ 
ral su bj cetl!, would permi t. .. (;,,~~ 

Your (ommitiee are aho of opinion, that many complex, ~ 
legal quef-tions would ari:5e, in tIle investigation of the cla.ims of 
the empresarios, which should be, nnd can only be, properly 
understood and decided by a court of justice. In consideration 
of which they recommend the passage of the following bill. 

MOSELY BAKER, 
Chairninn of Jwhclrl"ry Corn.miU(·" 

On motion of l\lr. llranch, the report ,,",IS n:ccivcd, and 
the bill accomp:lnyiagit was read the fIrst time. 

Mr. Baker, fro.m the same committee, to ,yhom was refer· 
red !hc bill to legalize marriage contracts, WiUl the amendments, 
made the following 

REPORT: 
The committee on tIle Judiciary, to wlJOm was referred the 

hill legalizing marriage contracts, hare had the 'arne under 
consideration, and haye amended the same with the following 
,ubstitute. 

On motion of Mr. Allen of Nacogdoches, the substitute 
WaS received on its s.econd reading. 

Mr. Gant, from the ",me, ommittee, reported the bill to· 
prescribe the proof nece>sary to admit deeds, &c. upon record, 
'Without amendments. 

On motion of Mr. Gant, the bill was laid on tbe table. 
Mr. Arnold, from th" select committee to wbom had been 

referred the petition of John Duncan and oLhl'r~, for an ad QC 
incorporation, reported a bill toiucorporatc the Caney company, 
which wa' read a first time, and laid on the lable. 

The house then proceeded to the conoide{;dion of the o~· 
iten of the day. 



Tho bill (0 iucorporate (ile Red Ri,er and :\ran;aso Bay 
Rail Road, Na,-igation and Banking company, WtiS uJ,en up~ 
on itS' final passage. , . . 

Mr. Baker of Mat"-gorda mo,-cd Ihat the 0111 he woefimtc
Jy postPOIWU. on wllich the ayes alj(~ noC'~ \', erc ordered. 

1\lr. B".ker of Au~tip. maJc a pOInt of oraer,. and the speak
er decided that, at tlii3 sta~c of the hill, a motJOn to postpone 
indefinitely is out of order. . . 

Mr. Chenoweth moved that tbe Ldl be rc-cornTIIlttcd to a 
!iclcd committee. 

On nlOtion of Mr. Gant, the bill "".s laid on tile table. 
On motion of Mr_ Gant, the hou,e took up the engrossed 

btll to incorporate the 'Vashington college, \l hich was read 
a third time, and passed. The tille "an act to incorporate the 
trustees of the 'Vashington college." . . 

On motion of Mr. Arnold, the house took up the bIll to In. 

corporntc the town of Nacogdoches. 
The Speaker called Mr. Rowe to the chair. There not 

being a quorum present, a call uf the house was called. 
A quorum appearing, further proceedings on the call were 

dispensed with, and the Speaker resumed the chair. . 
On m<)tion of Mr. Rowe, an additional section was added 

to the bill, incorporating the town of San Augustine, with the 
same powers and restrictions that arc aJlowrd to X acogdochcs. 

Ou molion of-Mr. ""hite, lhe town ofTexana ,,,,,added 
to the hill. 

On motion of Mr. G111t, lhe (own of 'Vashinuton wa3 add-
ed to the hill. 0 

Oil motion of Mr. 'Vhar(on, Brazoria, Y cl",co and -Colum-
bia, were added 10 the bill_ -

On motion of Mr. Baker of Austin, the city of IIou,ton and 
town of Richmond, were added to the hiil. 

On motion of Mr. 'Vhitc, the town of Columbus in Colo' 
rado, and Independence in Washinglon cotlnty, were added. 

On motion of Mr. Baker of Matagorda, the town of lllata
gorda was added. 

On motion of Mr. Baker of Austin, the town of San Felipe 
was added. 

On motion of Mr. Rowe, the several towns thus to be in
corporated were inf.luocd in one section. 

On motion of Mr_ Baker of Austin, the bill was further 
amended by striking out, in the 4th section, all between tbe 
worus "he" in the third line, nnd "anci" in the .ixth line, aDd 
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~~~~~!~g the word, ",ball Le the Owner of real estate in said 

On molion of Mr. Baker of Austin, the word "trustees" 
:was stl"lCkcn out, wherever it occurs, and the word "Aldermen" 
tnsf'rtcd. 
,._. On motion of Mr. Rowe, it W:1S 

.ordered, That the bill as amended, be engros.ed for a third 
reading. 

Th~ Spea.ker laid before the house a letter from the Socre
tary of State,ln ~nswer to the call of the House, of the 17th 
ms~., commuUlcabn~ sundry documents in rela.tion to the Ioa.ns; 
whIch were, on motIOn of Mr. Allen of Nacogdoches referred 
to the select committee on that subject. ' 

On IlHltion of Mr, Hooper, the house adjourned until to
morrow morning at 10 o'clock. 

W. F. GRAY, CI'k. 

. TnuIlSDAv, 1I1AY 25, 1837. 
The house met pursuant to adjournment. 
Twe!lty-tbree mcm~crs present. 
1II:r. Wright presented the petition of B. Gooch and others, 

of Red River di,trict, praying the removal of the land office of 
thitt di~trict, and the establishment of the town of Travis, which 
being read, was, on motion of :Mr. ,v right, laid nn the table. 

1I1r. Wharton presented the petition of F. T. Wells, n 
purser in the navy, respecting the pay of that otl1cc, wl.ich wael, 
on motion of l\lr. 'Vharton, referred to the committee on naval 
affi,irs. 

Mr. Wright presented the pelition of Geo. C. Dugan and 
others, in oppo,ition to the ,,:mov,,1 of the Red River land otlke, 
which was, on motion of Mr. 'V right, laid on the table. 

Mr. Wharton presented the petilion of :II. 1\1. Batlle and 
others, pr<.lying the formation of a new county, out of the coun
ties of Harrisburg, Au,tin and Brazoria, to be called "Fort 
Bend," which being rcnd, was, on motion of Mr. Wharton, re
ferred to the committe€': on county boundaries. 

A message was received from the Senate, ,y Mr. Robert
~on, their SecrctarJ, annouDring the pass:l.gc, hy the senate, of 
';'an act to authorize the i1ssociatc justices of county courls to. 
act as Judgp.s of Probate, and ~olarics 11ublic, in certain cases;"" 
and . 

"An act for the relief of J aim 1\1. Allen." 
Mr. 'Wharton presented the petition of certain soldiers of 



the army, accompanieu uy a Jt.~tt~r from Br~g:.1di~r Gl-Ilcnd Fe o
, 

lix HustOlJ wbich being rl:uJ, was,ou motion 01 ':\[r. Bakel' ot 
Austin referred to a s~lcct committee of fi\·c. Tho Speaker 
a.ppoiu'tcd ~lc~srs. 'Vharton, Roman, Uranch, 'Yhitc and Rowe, 
said committee. 

Mr. Hill, from the select committee to whom Was rcferred 
th~ petition of J. P. Coles and OLhcf:3-, for tlir. iJl('orroration of 
the trustees of Independence academy, reported a bIll for that 
purpose, which was read a first time. . . 

Mr. 'Vhite, by leave of the hOll'c, submItted a bIll for the 
redemption of the public debt, and to create" bank on the 
faith of the ~overnmcnt, which was read n finlt time. 

The house thcn proceeded to the orderJ of the day. 
The bill from the Senate, for the rellef of John 111. Allen, 

was taken up and read a tint time. 
On motion of .Mr. Baker of Austin, the fIfty-first rule of 

the house was suspended, and the bill read a second time, and, 
"11 motion of :Mr. Baker of Matagorda, it wa. referred to the 
committee on claims and aCt:ounts. 

The hill from IheSenate, to incorporate the Prote.tant 
Episcopal Church of Matagorda, was then taken up, which he· 
ing read, 

l\fr. Branch moved that it be iudefinitely postponed. !lfr. 
Baker of Austin made a point of order, and the Speaker decid
ed that the motion to postpone indefinitely was not in order, at 
(hat stage of the bill. 

1II:. Branch moved to suspend the fifty.first rule of tb. 
house,m order t(, read the bill a second time. The hou.e reo 
(u,ed to suspend the rule • 

. Mr. Branel, then moved that the bill be rejected. On thi. 
motzon, IIlr. Baker of Matagorda called for the ayes and Doe' 
which Were ordered. 

Those who voted in the affirmu·tivc were 1IIess,.,. Speaker, 
Allen of Milam, l\Jlen of Nacogdoches, Arnold, Billingsly. 
Boyd, Branch, Cartwright, Gant, Geraghty, Hill, Hooper, HoI· 
man, l.toman, 'Vllilrion, lYright-16 • 

. '1 hose who voted ill the negative were life ..... Baker of 
Au,t!o, Baker of Matagol'da, llrush, Burnham, Chenoweth. 
LewIS, Rowe, 'Yest, ~t hite-!J. 

So the hill Was r"iccteu. 
The bill Ii-om thc·Senate, to authorize ",.ociatc justices .of 

~ounty ?ourts to act as J.udgcs of Prob"te anu Notaries pubhe, 
III certlUn case~1 Was taken up, ahd read n first timea 
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On motion of Mr. Wharton, the fifty·first rule of the houle 
was suspended, and the bill was read a second time. 

Mr. Ganl moved to strike out the words "absence or." 
Mr. Baker of Austin moved to insert after the word "ab

sencc,~' the words "from the county," which was rejected. 
Mr. Branch moved to strike out the words "absence or" 

which was rejected. . , 
On motion of Mr. Boyd, the fifty.first rule was further sus

pended, and the bill read a third time, and passed. 
On motion of Mr. Baker of Austin, the bill to authorize 

empresrtrios to institute suits against government, was taken up 
On its second reading. 

Mr. Gant moved the followin~ amendment: In first sec. 
tien, strike out all after the enacting clause, and insert, "that 
all cmpresarios' corrtracts ceased On (he day of our declaration 
of inde"pendence, and separation from the Mexican repubHc." 

Before any question was taken thereon, 
On motion of Mr. Wharton the house adjourned until 8 

o'clock, P. M. 

The house met pursuant to adjournment, 
Twenty.two members being present. 
A message was received from the Senate, by Mr. Robert

>an, tbd." Secretary, announcing the passage, by the Senate, of 
a Joint resolution for the adjournment of congress, on the fi ... t 
day of June next, which was laid on the table. 

The house took up tbe unfinished business of the morning, 
being the bill to authorize empresarios to institute suits "gRiM 
the government. 

On motion of Mr. Baker of Austin, the house resolved it. 
self into committee of the whole, on the bill, Mr. Wharton ill 
the chair. 

And, aftcr some time spent therein, the committee of the 
whole arose, reported progress, and asked to be discharged: itt 
which the llouse concurred. 

On motion of Mr. Boker of Austin, thc bouse adjourn"'-
until to-morrow morning at 10 o'clock. • 

W. F. GRAY, CI'k. 
9 
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l'RlD.W, M.\Y :':0, Itj;J1. 
The house mel pursuant to adjournment. 
Twenty-five members being pre~?~lt. . _, . 
Mr. 'Vhartoll prcH'.ltcd ti,e petitlOll 01 s. Rhoads F"her, 

inrclation to the re-capture of the ,clJCollcr ILlnuah ,,?d Ehza
bat.h, accompanied by sundr~' clocunF·nt~~-·.\ lach L~Hlg read~ 
AIr. \Vhariofi moved their rctC!'CilCC to a sel~ct comlmLlee. 

On motion of ~h. Baker of ,\".5(in, they \rere hid on Ihe 
table. 

. .Mr. Rowe from the committee on puhlic lauds, to ,:hom 
had been referred the message oflhe prc,idcllt, 01 the 19u1lnsl., 
made the following 

It E l' 0 R T, 
The <:;omrnittee (HI public land~, to whom wa~ r~fl!rred the 

pr.esi<lcnfs communication to congrl'&s, on the Euhjcct of the 
claims of John E. JlO~6 a.nd others, ou lbc ~O't'('rnmc(lt, for scr .. 
vic~s.rendel·cJ with the !':tca;:'er Yellow Stone, Juring the cam" 
paign of the spdnD' of l830. from au (;xamil1atiu..u of the doc~ 
uments therewiLb c~nnE:cted~ lind that the t:rDrIlmanucr-irr-cbief 
did n~ assume -any authority, but pledged his own private pro
perty for the usc of tbe public, wherehy we were benefited, 
how much~ we cannot s~y; !Jut uDubtless, it \lia.s a dark hourr 
(.wd would have justified a]mo~t any sacrificcj-and we should 
fed oU~·6ehcs in duty, Itonor and justice, I'Quau to relieve the 
party, lU. this and aU other similar ca.5e5~ 

JOSEI'll ROWE, Ch'n. 
. Accompanying the report was the following joi,,! resol ... 

lIOn. 
R;soh'Nl, by the seno(e and house of rcpre""n(.1ti •• , oftb;J 

republic of Texas, in congrc" assembled, 'fhat the master an 
crew of lbe steamer Yellow Stone be entiUoJ to, and ,hall re
c~ive, c~mpensation in lands of the pUblic tiomaill, for any ser~ 
TIce which they may have rendered this republic, agreeably to 
contract ilmde'!>v tbem with th c commander-in-chief of tbc army 
of T~xas; and thaL th~. ['ommis.sioner of tile general land onice 
of thIS rcpub-lic be (luLhoriz(-d to is."uc an ordcr of surrey, for 
the same, which may be located a~n . ..:ably to the Cxi5ting laWS 
on th;tt suhject. ~ 

l\Ir. Branch from th .. ; (omll1iflt'f' on claim., nnd accounts, 
n:auc the f0.llowing report, 011 .Tohn i\{. ,\11011-5 claim, accompa· 
Iiled by a bill fol' the relief of John M. Allell, 
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JtIr. Speake>': 
The committee· Gn -claims and acccounts,. to whom was re. 

ferred an ;'act fo,' the relief of Johu'M. Allen, hav. had the 
same under consiueration, and have im:tructcd m~ to make th.e 
fullo'ling 

REPORT: 
On ex.amination of the t/.ccounts of said John 1\1. AlJcn., 

we find all <-Lclmowled,.gcmcnt of the receipt oF- [our thousand 
dolJ~rs rceci,'ed by John M. Allen, for the purpose of rai,iug 
J ecnuls; out of which amount, your committee find ,-'ouehers for 
the expenditure of eight hundred an,] fifty-follr dollars, of said 
amount. The ba.lance claimed by saill Jobn Mo. Allen., 
of three thousand {Dill' hundred and ninety six-dollars, as 
per account claimed, is stated in the account of said John 1\[. 
Allen, to have been expended in recruiting, clotbing ilnd ~oar
ding a comp,my of Frend. volunteers, rabed by "tid John 1\f. 
Allen,in New. Orleans, which said company he stated deserted, 
o"fl~""rcceiving information of t~e maSSacre of Goliad. \Vhat 
number of mcn were rajsed by the said John 1\1. Allen,-your 
committee cannot ascertain. The only vouchers your commit
tee have received, is the certificate of MOr. Samuel ElIi5, the sc· 
<:reta.ry of the RgencJ, which :your commiLlce beg leave to Ilrc~ 
sent to the hOU5Cj a·nu with 1~lese remarks, to return the bill for 
the action of the house. 

E. T. BRANCH, Ch'n. 
Mr. Roman submitted the fullowingjoillt re,olution. 
Resulvcd, l,y the Senate and House of Representa.tives of 

the Republic of 'rcx;:ts, in Congress :1ssemhI8d, That the in· 
,,'ulidity, or va~iditj" of the the claims of Empresaries, is not a 
a proper subject for the decision of congress, hut of the judiei"... 
ry of this government.. . -

''I'!Ucl, Was read a tirst hme. 
OD motion of Mr. 'Vhar!on, the house took up the bilIfo!: 

"'chartering the Internal Improycm~nt al~d Danking ~omimny/'.·o 
which on motion of .Mr. 'Vharton, was referred to a !Oelcct c.om:' 
mittce, consisting of Messrs. ",rh<Ll'ton, Baker of l\·f,d.agorda, 
Hurnham, and Branch. .' 

A rnc5silgc was reccivc(~ ~I'om the Rc.n~tc, by their sC'?reta~.Yi 
announcing the passage ofaJolllt resolutIon for Hte appollltmen~. 
-of a committee to cn"luire into the expediency of carrying oq; 
an offensive ·war. < 

The house then took up the joint rc,ol'.1lion, from tbe s~ll:": 

,,<",\ 
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Ilte, for the adjournment of congress, on the first June. Mr. 
Rowe moved that the house cuncur in the resolution. Mr. 
Branch moved to lay it on the table, which was rejected. On 
motion of Mr. White "the 1st Juoe," was ,tricken out, and on 
m~tioo of Mr. Rowe,'tIIG resolution was laid on the table. 

On motion of lIIr. 'Vhite the house took lip the "hill to Ie· 
galize certain marriages, and to pro\"idc for the ~olcmni~ation 
of rnarriages, and for other purposes," on its second read mg. 

On motion of Mr. Branch, the 514 rule of the house was 
suspended, the bill read a third time, and pClsscd. , 

On motioo of Mr. Branch, the house took up the "bIll to 
incorporate the tOlVn of Liberty, on its second reading. ,Mr. 
l\raneh, moved to ,uspend the 51st rnle, and to read the bIll" 
third time; which waS rejected. 

On motion of Mr. Branch, it was ordered to be engr~ssed, 
and read a third time to-morrow. 

On mtion of Mr. ------ the bouse then took up the 
bill for the appointment of clerks, for the different departments 
of tbe military establishment, whicb was read a spcond tiroe. 
, On motion of Mr. Hooper, tbe join t resolution for th,: re

her 0( ,John AI. Clifton, was taken up, on its second readmg' 
fin motion of Mr. Hooper, tbe 51st rule was suspended, 

the resolution read a third time, and passed. 
0:1 motion of Mr. Billingsly, tbe house took up tbe bill to 

,,"thoflze the consolidation and funding of the public debt. 
Mr. Rowe moved to strike out, in the sixth section, the pro

.iso, "that int .. cst ,hall be allowed on no claims other than 
those which have Leen, or shall be funded." 

On which the aves and noes wac ordered. 
Those who vot;d in the affirmative were, Messrs. Arnold, 

Baker of Matagorda, Hill, Honper, Holman,Lewis, McKinney, 
Roman, Rowe, West, Wright,-ll. 

Those :-vho voted in the negative were, Messrs. Speaker, 
Allen of lIhlam, Baker of Austin, Billingsly, Boyd, Branc~. 
Brosh, Burnham, Chell<lweth, Cartwright, Gaot, Geraghty,-l • 

So the house refuied to strike out the proviso. 
• On motion of Mr. Billingsly, the last clause in'the 6th sec' 

tion, from the words, "and on all claims showio&" casb advan~ 
&c," to the end of the section, was stricken out, and the bd, 
.... amended, ordered to be engrossed, and read a third time to
morrow. 

A message was received from tbe senate, announcing that 
the senate ,bad concurred in tbe join resolution from tbe bouse, 
for the relief of the bonorable B. C. Franklin. 



. ~" motion of Mr. Branch, the resolution, enquiring of Ihe reSl ent why he employed iroops on the Sabine &c., was ta: 
en up. . 

. Mr. C;henoweth moved nn amendment, appointing n spe. 
CIal commIttee to carry the resolution to the president which 
Was reJected. ' 

Mr. Baker of Austin moved that the re.olalion be laid on 
the tahle, . _. . 

On wl\ich the aye, and noes "'ere orderl)!f.'. 
Those .... bo voted in the allirmativc,.werc·1Ite~tS. S,Peaker, 

.~Ilen of MIlam, _'-mold, Baker of Au~tm, Boyd, ~. Gan!, 
Geragbty, Hooper, Lewi" Roman;-II. 

Tho.e who voted in the negntive were Melsrs.· 'Baker 
of Matagorda, Billingsly, Braneb, Burnbam, Cb-enoweth,Cart. 
wright, Hill, Holman, McKinney, :Rowe, Wc,~ Wright,-12. 

So tbe hooSe refused to jay the re.olution on tho table. 
Qn motion of Mr. Branch, the ql1e.tioll was tben taken on 

Jlre.doption of the res"lution,n~-d it was tejed;,d. 
Mr. Gant moved that the house t~ke up the bill to prescribe 

the proof necessary to admIt deed. &0';, upon record,-and be
fore the question was taken, 

On motion of Mr. Boyd, the house adjourned unlil3 
o'clock, r. M. 

A'r 3 O~CT~OCK, P. )1. 

The house met pursuant to adjournment. 
Twenty-two members being present. 
On motion of Mr..' Cartwright, the vote of the morning, rc' 

jecting Mr. 'West's re,olutioH calling for information of tbe ex· 
ecutive, in relation to the troops on S:!bine, waS re-considered, 

And Mr. Branch moved that the resolution be adopted: 
On which the ayes and noes were ordered. 
Those who voted in the affirmative were Mesofs. Billings· 

ly, Branch, Burnham, Cartwright, Gan!, Hill, Hooper, Holman, 
McKinney, Rowe, West, 'Vhalton, Wright,-13. 

Those who voted in the negative were, Messrs. Speaker, 
Allen of Milam, Arnold, Baker of Austin, Baker of Matagorda, 
Boyd, Br~sh, Chenoweth, Geraghty and Lewis,-10. 

So the reso!ulion was adopted. 
Mr. Branch from the select committee, (0 wl10m the pres-

ident's mEssage of the 16th inst., respecting the first lonns Ii> 
Texas, had been referred, reportes a bill for Ibe sctUemcnt.n;. 
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the second or 511.0UO loan, entiLled '·a "iiI for the relief of 
James En;-iu am( othcrs;'-which wns read. a first time. 

]\fr. Branch moved that tite :;1-[ rtlle be stl'pendeu, and 
the hill read iltl..:cond Limr-e-, .... liich was rcjcct('d. 

On motion of )Ir. Gaut, t~H.~ bill to pr, '::UL!}'-': the ploof ne· 
cessary to tLdmit dcC'd~, &.r.., to rc'r.rd~ \\;,1-' La!":'_·)} up. 

OIl motiol1 of :Mr. Ba;.;:c-I' of _llbL't:l il W:l~ \,.id 011 the table. 
)'lr. "~lnr1.on 5UUllllUl".! aj01n~, fi>"::,,Lr~!Qu. ~n:-tfllctiIlg the 

president to perform u:.rt.ain a('l:-:,for tlto:; bl..'lhl1L ()f Tcxian pris
oners; n'"h1c.h being read the Gr5t time, on llloLi;n of~Ir. nran~h, 
the 51st. rulo or the ,house was su::pt.:!\d(:d, all~l the resolution 
read a second time. 

On motion of Mr. Chenoweth, the same was amended, and 
on rrn>tlon of Mr. Branch, the 51st, rule was (u.liIer ,uspended, 
and the <resolution read a third time, and passed, in the following 
word;;, viz: 

Reso[.c.:rrl, by the senate and house of reprc.5entatirC';;: oft~e 
republic of Tcx:ts iIi congress il.S5CllIhlcd, That t!lr: pr\_·~~J.:-nt ue 
iustructeu to scnd the armed schoonrl'~, Brutus ard Jo ... ~u.cibJc, 
w.ith a flag of truce, to the Bmzos Santi<..lg'o, to treat with tbe 
1\1cxican aqthoritics., for the release of Hie crCWi and pa£scn
ger. of the<~~~u vc.~I.,Independence and Julius C6ar, late
ly captured by the Mexican cruisers, and of any other Texian. 
that m,t)' he prisoners; and on fnilure to procure their release, 
that the comm,mdants of said \.-c~seh:, be <llllhorized to take 
'Such sleps to effect their ohjcct~ as in tlJCir 0 pi!~ioll circmllStan
ces may justify. 

AIr. Cant submitted the following resolution, 
Resolrcd, hy the senaie and hOIJ.5c of rcprcscntatircs of the 

republic of Texas, In congrcEs asscmbled, That the fast se~ 
tcncp of the sixteenth s~ctron o{ an act, npproyed Ileccmber 6, 
1836, and entitled, "an act to provide {or the national defence, 
by organizing the Militia," to wit: the words "{or {ailing to per
form a tour of duty, when called on, one hundred dollars," be, 
and the '''me is, hereby repealed. < 

'Vhich was read a first time. 
Mr. Branch, by leave of the house, introduced a bill, sup

plementary to an act establishing fees of office, which was (ead 
afir.ttimc. < 

On motion oJ ~r. Rowe, the engrossed bill, incorporating 
the town of Nacogdoches, was taken up, read a third time, and 
passed. 

On motiol\ "f Mr. Rowe, the bill to incorporate the Inde-
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pen?encc Ac;uiclIIY, Was taken up, and read a second time bY' 
IlS htle. 

Ol~ motio,:, of Mr. Rciwe, it was amended, by the addition 
of a tlnro sectIOn, incorporating Blish" Robert~and otbe"" un
der the nalne and Sly Ie of the presidclltan<itr"stee, 'Dflhe Uni
yc"r.8~ty ot San. Augustine; with the s;u:ne ';o.wct.if'Q.ud privileges 
wl,,~h are conianed by the act, Oil the trtl!t.>es oflndcepcndencc 
A.cadcmy~ . ., _. - , i' . 

And 01) motion of Mr. Rowe, the 1~1l,;,.,'lB ~-e8, was Of. 

dered to be engrossed, and read a third ,tjme,Jo-mor~",. 
. On motioo of Mr. Gant, the house took op the joint re.solu

hon, fixing tbe first Monday in NOV<llllber, for the next meeting 
of cOHgl'ess, 

'Which was read a se.cond time. 
On lIJQtion'of !\Ir.,White, the 51st. rule was suspended, the 

resolution read a third, and passed. . 
,OIl·motion ,of !\fr. BiH~I.r. the joint resolution, fixing 

-tTle pay of district judg"', Was takeJj" up and read ~ ~cond time. 
On motion of Mr. Rowe, the 51st. rule ",assn'pended, the 

resolution reao. Ll; third time, and pa-sscd. 
The joint resolnlicn [or the relief of free persons of color 

was then taken I1p~ and read a second time. 
On motion ofl\Ir. Chenoweth, the rcwlutlon was amended 

by striking out "time of the adoption of the constitution," and 
inserting, "date of the declaration of independence." 

And 011 motion of IIIl'. Rowe, it IV:" further amcn!lcd, by 
inserting, after the word "'independence," the words l Hand thdr 
natural issue." 

There not appearing a qlIorum in tI~c house, a call of the 
house was ordered, and the clerk proceeded to call. ' 

A quorum appearing, further proceedings thereon ,:were 
suspended. 

On motion of Mr. Branch, the joint resolution for tbe re
lief of free persons of color, as amended, was ordered to be cn-
grossed, <1nd r{'ad a third time t~-morrow. 0-

Mr. Branch called up" btll for the rehef of Alexander 
Buxton, 011 its second reading • 

.Mr. Gant mOl'cd to postpone it indefinitely: 
On which the ayes alld noes were ordered. 
Those who yotcti in the affirmative were, l\Iessrs. 8peak~ 

er, Arnold, Baker of Au,tin, Baker of Matagorda, llillingsly, 
Boyd, Brush, Burnham, Chenoweth, Cm(right, Gaut, Geraght y 



Hill, Hooper, Holman, Lewis, ~feKinney, Itowe, "'-est, ,Vnar
ton, 'Vhite, 'Vright,-2t. 

Those who voted in the negative, were, Me • .,... Allen of 
Milam, :md Br .. neh,-,i. . 

So the hill was indelinitely postponed. 
Mr. Ganl submitted the following resolution, 
Resolved, That the secretary be requested to furnish to this 

house a copy of "II information that may he in his department, 
rel"tive to the appointment of T. Jefferson Chamhers, and pow· 
er given him to r:aise' mCll and means, upon the credit of the gov· 
ernment of Tex",", 

Which lies one day for consideration,b] a rule of the hon,e. 
On motion of Rowe the house adjourncJ until to-morroW at 

10 o'clock. 
W. F. GRAY, Cl'k. 

SATURD.<V, 27th !VIay, 1837. 
The houo. met pur.uant to adjournment. 
TW<lnty·two members being pre,ent. 
Mr. Rowe, fr.om the joint committee on the land bill, made 

u..!~? .'//.c;,.~~A"flH'.a It T : 
Tn" '.~J~~ :appointed by this hOlIOC, to 

meet, in joint committee"a like committee Otl the part of the 
scnatc,on the subjcd of the land hill, have twice met and couJd 
not agree, and each h<1s thought proper to make a sepcratc re~ 
port. And the committee, on til" part of the house, herewith 
8ufJlIlit a. Sllustitui0 for the suppk·mcnt which was referred to 
them. JOSEPH ROWE, Ch'n. 

The bill was read lhe lirst time. 
J\Ir. Baker of Austin moved lhat the original supplement, 

and the substitute, be laid Oil the t"blc,-which waS rejected. 
On motion of J\h. ·Rowe, the suhslitute now offered, ill lieu 

of the original ,upplemer.t, was aJopted, and placed on its sec
ond reading. " 

Mr. ItDwe suhmitted the following resolution. . 
&.oioed, That the house will not act upon any bill, WblCh 

propose, to lay a tax of any description, until "fter we ,hall 
have finally settled the question to open the land offices, 01' bave 
good reasonS shown us why they should remain closed. 

J\Ir. Branch moved that the resolution be rejected; 
On whiel! the ayes nnd noc' were ordered. . 
Those who raled in the affirmative were Mcs, .... Spoa/l;er, 
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~Ilen of Milam, Baker of Austin, Baker of Matagorda, Bil
lIngsly, Brush, Burnham, Chenoweth, Gant, Geraghty Roman 
West, Wharton, l"hite-I4. " 

Those who voted in the negative were life!! .... Arnold, 
Boyd, Branch, Cartwright, Hill, Hooper, Holtn"" McKiDDey' 
Rowe, 'Vright,-IO. ' , • 

So the resolulion was rejected. " . 1 . ' 

A co?cnrrent resolution from tbe senate, 'lor'~J' into 
the expedIency. of an offenaive watfare; ...... tlK,n ..... d;..:Itd 

On motion of Mr. Baker fif Austin, Ihe boll'Se wrreurred 
with the senate, nnd the Speaker app6inte.l Me ...... Wharton, 
Baker of Austin, Baker of Matag6rda, Roman and 'Rowe,' the 
committee on the part of the house. 

On motion of Mr. Bakp.r of Austin, the house re-consid
ered the vote of yesterday, ordering the bill for tbe relief of 
John M. Allen to a .third rearung, and placed tbe bill again 8n 

its second .. eading. ' " . • 
00 motion of Mr. Balrnr'cof AWltin, the whole of the bill, 

"'ff;;'r 'ilie cnitding cia.tSef' waS .trickeD out, and tbe following in
serted. That tbe auditor be instructed to settle tile 8ccoimt. of 
captain John M. Allen, on the principles of juslice and equity. 

On motion of Mr. Branch the 51st rule was suspended, and 
the billl'eati a third time, "nd passed. 

ORDERS OF THE DAY. 

A joint resolution for the benefit of free persons of color, 
was read a third time and passed., ! • 

The engrossed bill anthorim~g the coniolidation and fund
ing of the public ';ebt, was t .. ken fip for a tbi~d reading. 

MI'. Billingsly rno-red to re-consider the Vol' of ye.terday 
ordering tbe bill to:, tbird read~ng, for the purpose of pntting 
it on the second readIng, and offerlllg 80me amendment.: 

T~e motion was rejected, and tbe hill read" third lime, 
and passed. 

Tbe engrossed bill to incorporate tbe town of Liberty WItS 

then, on motion of Mr. Branch, taken up, reltd a thirtl time, and 
passed. ' 

A me .. age was receiyed from lhe '~nate, by their secretary, 
announcing the p,,>sage of tbe act to IDcorporatc the Trustees 
of Washington College. 

The engrossed bill to incorporate the Trustc"," of ,Indepen. 
dence Acn<kmy, waS'thon taken up, rend " thud tJme, and 
passed, 

10 
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The title of the oill ",m ~C\ to illcorporate Ille Trus!ee. 
of Indepeudeuce Academy aud of the Uuil'er.ity of San Aug"'· 
tine." . 

On m()tion of Mr. Hill, the bill for tile d"orce of Robert 
St"l'henson from his wife Narci6sa, wa. taken up, and read a 
second time. 

Mr. Holman moved to suspend the 51st rule, and read tbe 
bill a third time. 

On taking tbe question there w,," not a 'luorum prescnt: 
A call of the house was ordered. 
The call being made, twenty-two memoer' amwered, and 

further proceeding. in the call were suspended. 
- The question was then taken on sulpcnding the 51st rule, 
and it was lost. 

Oii motion of Mr. Allen of Milam, the bouse adjourned 
until Monday Morning, at 9 o'c1oc~ 

W. F. GRAY, Cl'k. 

, MONDAY, MAY 29, 1837. 
The hOllSe met pursuant to a<ljourmnent, 

, . Twenty-three _bers being present. • 
_ "'~ M.~ney preaente.4 the petiti~of Joh" W. M ..... 
and ollier.,-m hehalf of Mark Epperson, for half of a leagoeof 
land in Sulphur Fork.,'lo~f!a, on motion of Mr. Arnold, was re
ferred to the committee on the state of the republic. 

Mr. Roman presented a petition from William Jacobi and 
others, a committee on behalf of three companies of the army, 
in relation to bounty land" «c., whicb, on motioll of Mr. Ra
m"", was referred to the select committee to whom was referred 
the petition from the army, and general F. Huston's letter. 

A me .. agc was received from the Benate, by their secretary. 
Mr. Robertson" announcing the passage, by the senate, of tbe 
joint resolution, from the house, authorizing the president to per· 
form certain acts for the benefit of Tcxian prisoners. 

Mr. )Vharton from the select committee, to whom Wai '!'" 
ferred the petition of George B.McKinstry and others, and a bill 
for an "Internal Improvement and Banking Company," made, 
the following report. . 

Mr. Speaker, the committee to whom was referred a bill 
and petition from .undry citizens of Brazoria and Matagorda 
countie" having had tbe same under consideration, beg'leave 10 
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REPORT: ' 
That I.'avin~ re.llected on the present uncertain cnrr~ncy ~ 

the repuhhc, pnnclpally paper of the banks of southern ami 
-,",estern states of the U oiled States, au having also observed ' 
In the petition "Dove refereed to, many ... unes of r_spectabl;, 
mcrchan.ts .and planter" believe that a compl\ll.yj.nGed.uDder 
the restnctlOns contailled in the bill presented, imcJtJl!Il "the In
ternal Improvement and Banking company of Texas,"-(.houldc 
the amendment be made ,which will presently be Buggested,)-
would meet the immediate necessity of tboBe two COIlDtieS, and 
also serve as un experiment {or-othcrs. , 

Y Qur committee are f.lly a ... .are that, in iRe present exci· 
ted state of the ... p .. blicin relation to balik, &c., too much cir· 
cumspection, cannot ;be used. They therefore are of opinion, 
that the amount of the capital stock applied for, be reduced, 
<lild .. tIaer amell4m"",ts ma.re, which they here presellt, viz: 

« That, in section lid, the word" "live hundred thon.and," 
he changed for the words, "one hundred thousand." That the 
words, "Galveston Bay and tbe river Colorado," be inserted, in 
place of "the river Trinity," and the "river San Antonio," aDd 
u.at in the jH"oviso to said section the word., "lhr"e hundred 
thou.and," be put in place of"ono million of." That in section 3 
a. in seetio .. 2, the words, "live hl1ndred thon,and," be changed to 
"one hundred thousand," and, "live thousand shares of one hun
dred dollars each," to "two thousand shares offi/iy doltars each," 
-the shares being reduced from Dne hundred to fifty dollars. 
Your committee are of opinion that the word" "per cent.," be 
inserted, ill place of tbe word, "dollars," where it first oc£urs iu 
tae 6th section. Inasmuch as your committee have thougbt it 
proper and expedient to reduce the capital stock, on tbe same 
grounds, they are of opinion that the words, "thi rty thousand;" 
willlte preferable to "fifty thou,and,". in the pmvi,o of the 7th 
sectioo. Should other proposed amendments be adopted, your 
committee consider it d~e to tbe future stockholders to reduce 
the bonu" mentioned in secoon Sth, and 16th. proportionably. 
Your committee suggest tbe propriety of striking out, in sectioll 
11, tbe words, "Goe half mile," and inserting, "two hundred 
yards," in lieu thereof. 

With the above amendments, this charter for internal im. 
provemeot, (should the affairs of it be conducted with prudence,) 
may be of great utility to the agricultural and commercial in
terest of tbe republic,--not so much from the direct effects frolll 
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110 small a capital, as from the .indirect in~~ellce it may give to 
the entervrise Rnd united exertiOll ofollr CllIzens, to exert them. 
selves for public improvements. y?ur committee,. there/ore, 
have had another bill drawn, contmnmg the aforenld amend. 
ments, and respectfully submit th~ ,ame, with this ~epor~. • 

The bill }"eported. as II .ubobtolt? for the (>ngm;;1 bIll, No. 
58, was rend, being on Its sec on'] readmg, and, on motion of Mr. 
Billing.ly, it was laid on the table. 

ORDERS OF THE DA.Y. 
A bill to divorce Robert Stepbenson from N arci,sa, hi, wife, 

was taken up on its third reading, and passed. 
Mr. Baker of Austin moved a re-coDsideration of the vote· 
Theye not being a quorum, the house was called, and twen· 

ly-two members an8wered;whereupon further proceedings on 
the call were suspended. • 

The question wa. then taken on the motion to re_conoider 
and lost. 

The bill, (No. 49,) for the a ppointment of clerks, in the d!f· 
"reid oftices of the war department, waa tben taken op on Its 
tbmI~, . 

'.~!lowe m,ove(l·ihat the bill be \aid 01\ th ... table; whlcb 

...... t.ft.":U;e,;iOn -':;a~. tak~n on the final pa;sagc of 1he 
bill: 

On which the ayes and noe, were ordered. 
Those who voted in the affirmative were, Messrs. Speaker, 

Allen of ]\filam, Baker _of Allstin, Bakel' of Matagorda,. Ge
raghty, Roman, West, Wharton,-8. 

. . Those who voted in the negative were, Messrs. ATiloId, 
Bilhngsly, Boyd, Branch. Burnham, Gant, Hill, Hooper, HoI'
man,Lewis, McKinney, Rowe, White and Wright,-14. 

SO the bill waa !'ejected. 
A message was received from the senate, by Mr. Ro~rt

son, a.nnoullcing the passage by the senate,of ajoint resoIa~n, 
aUowlng an extension of time to tbe executor of S. F. AusllD, 

qtil the first <'ay of September next. . ' 
Also, the bill from the house of representatives to Jegah:14 

certain marriages, &c. . . 
On motiOn of Mr. Wbarton, the house took up the.hlll 

ror the relief of JIUQeS Erwin and others, on its second readlog. 
The house resolved itself into a committee oftbe whole,on 

!he bill, Mr. Rowe in the chair; alld after s'1mC titne spent there--
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in, the :ommittee arose, reported the hill, with amendments and 
Were dIscharged. 'rhe nmendment.s were concurred in. 

On motion of Mr. Branch the bill was further amended, 
by striking out of the proviso, at the end of the first ,ection, the: 
WO~5 ~ ~ • 

At the request of the 'peaker, Mr. Rowe took the chair. 
On . motion of lIfr. Archer, the 51st rule was suspendcd, 

and the oill as amended, read the tbird time, and passed. 
On motion of Mr. Arnold the house adjourned u,,(if 3 

0' dock, P. M. . 

3 O'CLOCK, r. 1'1. 
The Speaker took the chair according to adjournment. 
T here being no qUOrolln, aiter waiting 20 minutes, hollse 

tbe adjourned uotil 8~'cIock, P. H.' 

8 O'CLOCK, P. M. 
The Speaker took the chair according to adjournment. On 

calling the house, there was not It q110rum present. The ser
geant-at-arms waS Bent in quest of the absentees, returned and 
reported an ineffectual scarch. 

On motion of Mr. 'Wharton, it was 
Ortkred, That unless the a;sent members give a sat;,["c(o

ry excuse for their absence, they be fined. 
The hOUSE: adjourned uutil to-morrow morning, D o'clock, 

W. I'. GRAY, elk. 

TUESDAY, ]\fAY 30, 1837. 
The house met pursuant to adjournment. 
Twenty-two members present. 
The members who were absent last night when the house 

adjourned, being called upon, made their explanation, wherc
upon,on motion of MI'. Wharton, it was 

Ordered, that the absentee, be excused, an d further pro
ceedings on the subject di'pemed with. 

Mr. Wharton presented the petition of Handy & l,usk, 
praying remnneration for loss during the last war. Referred tl) 
the committee on claims and accounts. 

On m6ti6n of Mr. Wharton, the following resolution was 
adopted immediately. . 

R .. ,,/ved, by the Hou,e of Representatives of the Republic 
of Texas, That a committee of three be appointed to wait on 



the Hon. R. J. 'Valker, and im"itc Ilim (0 take a seat in thi, 
house: l.nd that the Speaker express our gratitutlc,for his lau
dable cx"rtiom in the call'e of Liberty, and an oppressed peo
ple, and hail, with pleast!fc, Lis prcscncc~ among us. 

The Speaker appomted i\I,,<s.,. "IJartoll, Roman, and 
Billingsly, the committee for that purpose. , 

:Mr. 'Vhite, from the committee on cOl.:nty boun?anes, rc-
ported a hill to establish and deline county boundanes. The 
bill being rcad a Ii"t time, 

Mr.'\Vharton moved that tbe fifty-first I'llle of the house 
be sllSpendcd, and the bill read a second time, wbich wa' re
jected. 

0 .. motion of Mr. Brush, the bill was referred (0 a select 
committee, consisting of Me"rs. Brush, White, Gant, and Baker 
of Matagorda. 

Mr. Wharton, from the select committee on the petition 
from the army, reported a bill concerning,oldiers' bounty land, 
head rights, &c. The bill being read, 

Mr. Wharton moved that the fifty-firstrule be suspended, 
and the bill put upon a second reading to-day, which was re-
jected. . 

The house then proceeded to the orders of tbe da,y •. 
On motion of Mr. Rowe, the bouse took up the .ubstitute 

[01' (he bill s"pplemcntary to the act to establish a general land 
office. 

On motion of Mr. Branch, the h011se went into committee 
Qf the whole, on the bill, MI'. Branch in the chair; and after 
some time spent therein, the committee rose, reportcd progress, 
and asked leave to sit again. 

The leave was granted. 
On motion of Mr. Gant, the bouse adjourned until 3 

19' clock, P. JI. 

..3 O'CLOCK, P. M. 
The house me( pUl"S{Iant to adjourn .. cot. 
The committee appointed to invite the Han. R. J. Walker, 

hI a 1Ieat ill thi. bouse, reported that they had performed that 
duty, and that the Hon. gentleman bad accepted tbe invitation, 
end would attend at the present ,itting. . 

The Hon. Sennte, by invitation entered the hall, and unIted 
w~th the I~"g.e. The president and the speaker presiding 
jOJlltly. II,s excellency, the president of the republic, and the 
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hcads of JeplU'lments, also the chief justice and judge, of the 
:l~pl'eme~ court,attendcd by invitation, and were received in the 
"II. 11,lC Hon. guest was then introduced by the committee 

~n~ cordIally welco~ed by tbe Speaker, to which he returned 
,m, "fiImat:d a~d feding reply. He was tben introduced to the 
m"mbcrs lIl~IVlJually, and seated in front of the chair. 

On mohon of IIIr. \Vharton, the house adjourned until to-
morrow morning at 10 o'clock. l 

W. F. GRAY, Cl'k. 

_ WEDNESDAY, May 31, 1837. 
The bouse lIIet pUl'suant to adjournment. 
Twenty-three IIIcQ1berS present. 
IIIr. Boyd presented the petition of W m. P. Miller, com

plaining of executive oppression, and praying for a court of CII-

quiry. .. , 
Referr-ed te the committee oil mili'My aJfnirs. 

, .. Jt!.~. Billing.ley presented the petitiOJl of Rohert JIf. Cole
--mlIll, complaining of.illegal imprisonment &e., and praying lor 

an illyestigation of his conduct, relerred to the commiUee oh 
mili tar}' af{;·-drs. 

The house proceeded to the orders of the day, and resolved 
itself into" committee of the "hole. 

1\1r. Branch in the chair 011 the unfini'hed bu.in' .... of yc.
ierday, being the ,ubilitute proposed hy Mr. Baker of Austin 
to the hill supplementary to the land law, reported by lhe .elect 
committee of the hou,e on the land lawi. 

A message was announced from the senate. The Speaker 
resumed the chair, and Mr. Roberloon, the secretary of the sen
ate, announced the passage, by that bodJ, of the bill. 

The house again went into committee of tbe whole, Mr. 
Bran~h in the ehair,--and after some time spent therein, th~eom. 
mitlee arose and reported, to the house, a s~b,titute for the bill 
reported hy the select committee, and asked to bedischar;:ad 
{I-om'the further consideration lIf the subject. The committee 
tee was discharged, and the bill, as reported, adopted by the' 
house. 

Mr. Hooper moved Ihat the house adjourn until 30'dock; 
hieb was rejected. 

On molion of Mr. Rowe the hOllse proceeded 10 consider 
th" supplementary l~nd bill, reported by committee of tbe whole. 
on itB .econd reading-
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MI'. Rowe moved to strike out "October;' and in,ertj"Sep' 
tember," as the day on which the land office 'hall open, which 
was rejected. 

A message was received f,'om the senate, by 2\11'. Robertso~" 
the secretary, announcing the passage, by the senate, ofthc ~11l 
from the hou,e (01' the relid of James Erwin and other .. wIth 
amendments. 

The land hill IVas further amended, on motion of Mr. Rowe, 
by the adoption of un additio-t1ui section,-which is from ~nd D~' 
tel' the passage of this act, numbered "se~tion t\~·ch'c," rcqUI· 
ring the secretary at war "to issue warralltslmmcdlatcly to those 
entitled to military bounty land •• " 

, Mr. Branch moved the bill be further amended, by the 
adoption of the following. as the 13th section. 

"Be il/w·tlte·r enacted, That it ,hall be the duty of the ""1" 
veyor general of each land district to appoint not Ie", than Ii . 
deputy SUr\rcyors, in his Jand district, and as many more as he 
may deem necessary, and he shall assign to each deputy a cer
tain portion of territory in which no other person shall be allow' 
ed to !urvey." 

On which motion the "yes and noes were ordered. 
Those who· voted in the affirmativo, were' Messrs. Speaker, 

~Ilen of Milam, B;>ker of AU1tin, Baker of Matagorda, Bi!· 
·hngsly, Branch, Brilsb"Cattwright; Gabt, Lewis, McKinney, 
Roman, ,"Vest, \Vharto,f, White ahdWright,-16. 

Those who v?lcd ill the negative were l\Iessrs. _\rnoJd, 
Boyd, Chenoweth, l:cmghty, Hill, Hooper,Jlolman, and Rowe, 
-8. 

~o 110(. section was adopted. 
Oil motion of Mr. Gant the bill was furthel' amended by 

the adoption of the followi,w: 
'. SEC. l4. "Be it /urth~r elUteled, That each deputy survey' 
~ ohall, before entering upon the duties of hi. office, giye bonds 
payable to the president of the republic of Texas, in th~ penni 
111m of ten thousand dollars, with at least two securities to be 
"Ppro,-ed by the sOI'veyor general, conditioned for the faithful 
performance of the dulies of his office." 

On motion of Mr. Haker of Austin, the bill as amended, 
was ordered to be engrossed and read a third tllne to morrow. 

The 'peaker laid before the hou'e a letter from Mr. l\f. J. 
Falvel, the reporter, resigning his office, for reasons of adorne .. 
tic nature, personal to him.ell: 
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. 'rhe letter being read, on motion of Iir. Baker of Au,tin' 
rt~· , 

. R"olved, That the resignation of the reporier be accepted 
and that .the t1pnks of the house be tendered to bim for the 
?ble and Impartial manner in which he has reported the proceed' 
mg' or this house. 

On motion of 1\1r. Wbarton, the bill for the reiief of james 
Erwin and others, returned from Ihe senate with amendments; 
was taken up.. .. .. 

On motion of Mr. Baker of Austin the a:niendmenls Of the 
leQale were further amended, by the addition of the following 
words to the proviso to .eetion 4,,,-viz., "nor any Island tif tllit! 
republic:" and the amendments of the Benate, thu. ameuded; 
were concurred in by tbe house. . 

On motion of Mr. Baker of ADltin; the holige then ad' 
journed until S o'clock; p, M; 

_. . ..' i:i O;dO~F •• J 
., TIle Itodse mel pursuant to adJournment; 

Twenty-two members heing present. . . 
On motion of Mr. Wharton, the house proceeded tt> the' 

eledion of reporter, in the place of Mr. Falvel, resigned. 
Mr. Wharton proposed Levi L. Lauren,; seconded bj the 

Speaker, and there being no oppo.ition, .Mr. Lawrens waS dulj 
elected. . . 

The joint <esoiuW," froni the Sellate, for ali extenoion' of 
time to tile executor of So F. Austin, deceased, was t"ken up' 
and being read, waS on motion of Mr. Chenoweth, laid on the 
table, 

The joint resolution relating t~ elections in depopnfatdd··' 
districts, ret"roed from the senate, wIth amendments, ws. taken' 
op and read. ". . 

On motion of Mr. "rharton', the amendments of tite 8enate 
Were further amended, by striking out the words, "dnrin, thoi 
continuance of tt!le .war~". , , 

And the amendment thu's amended was cMeurred in. 
A messa"'e was received from the senate, by Mr. RoberbO'D',,~ 

fhe secretary~ announcing the passage of a. joint r~solution .re.l"" 
'luiring the presiderrt to appoint a secretary o{legatlOn to Errt'. 
Jand &c.< 

Also, that the senate had concurred in tho ~mcnd!I'leI!~~ 
'he house to the bill for (he benefit of Jamc, Erwm alld othrefl!!l,,; Ii . 
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The house then took up the bill fol' th< illcorpora.tion of the 
town of Nacogdoches &c., returned from the senatowlth amend-
ments. ' 

On motion of 1\11'. Gant, the amendments of the senate 
were concurred in. 

The joint resolution, requiring the attorney gener~l t~ re
port, to the next session of congress, a sJiotem of orgamzation, 
&c., for accounting officers, was then taken up and read a fi,.,t 
time. 

. The joint resolution appointing a secretary of L.egation to 
Great Britain, &c., was then taken up alld read 1st hme. 

00 motion of Mr. Billingsly, the 51st rule was ,u'pended, 
and the resolution ordered to a second readin\:. 

Mr. Billjngsly mQved to strike out the \' ords, "anymORey 
in Ihe Ireasury nol olherwise approprialed,"-which was rCJected. 

On motion of !III'. Rowe tbe words,-':rnm. any unf.r",'" 
cawe," were .tricken out_ 

Mr. Gant moved to strike 011t all after the first clause of 
the resolution: on which the ayes and noes 'were ordered. 

Those who voted in the affirmative were, Me," •• Chen<>-
weth, and Gant,-2_ • 

Thole who voted in the negative were, Mesors. Speaker, 
A!l~n of Milam, Arnold, Baker of Austin, Baker ofMatagonia, 
Bdlmg.ly, Boyd, Branch. Cartwright, Geraghty, Hill, Hooper, 
Holman, Lewis, ~IcKinnev, Roman, Rowe, \V .,t, \~-harton. 
'White, Wright,-2'2.. • 

So tbe house refused to .trike out. 
0" motion of lIfr. Rowe the 51st rule was further suspen

ded, and the jOint resolution read n third time. 
On the question of its final passage, a, amended, the a,c. 

and noes were ordered. 
Those who voted in the affirmative were Messrs. Spealer, 

Allen of l\fiIam, Arnold, Baker of Austin, Baker of l\Iatngorda, 
Billingsly, Boyd, Branch, Brush, Cartwright, Geraghty, Hill, 
Hooper, lIolman, Lewis, Mc'Kinney, Roman, Rowe, Welt, 
Wharton, 'White, \Vright.-22. 

Those who voted in the negative were Messrs. Chenoweth 
and Gaot.-2. 

So the joint resolution waS passed. t 
. Messrs. Gant and Chenoweth, made the following protei , 

wlllch they required to be entered upon the journal. 
"\Ve protest against the passage of the resolution, becaUi6 



it· 
IS a gro.s usurpation of power,-a power not possessed by the 

co.ngress, and can only be exercised by the people, in tbeir sove-
reign capacity~H ' 

W. W. GANT. 
JOHN CHENOWETH. 

The joint resolution requiring tlie attorney general to re
rort to next congress, a system of organization &c .. , WR15 again 
taken up. 

On motion of Mr. Wharton the 51st. rule Wn! .uspended, 
""d the resolution ordered to a sedond reading. 

On motion of ~fr. Branch, the words, "undf.i' the dirution 
if the presiduu .. " were stricken out. 

On motion of lIfr. Rowe, tbe 51st'rule WIIS furtberouopen
ded, the joint resolution read" tbird time, and p .... ed. 

On monon of Mr. Rowe the bouse took up the joint resolu
fion for ~t.bc atension of certain mail routes, which waS read a 
s.,.,.,.,..".time. 

On motion of lIfr. Rowe the 51st rule was suspended, aDd 
the joint resolution read a third time, and passed. 

On motion of Mr. Branch, the house took up the bill snp
plementary to the a<;< establishing fecs of office. 

lIfr. Gant moved to strike out "len cenl. allowance to con
stableo for travelling expCtlscs," which ,,"II' rejected. 

On JIl8tion of Mr. \-Vhite the words, "high misdcmea.nor,~' 
Were stricken out, and the word, "felony" inserted. • 

On motion of Mr. 'Vhit. the 5I,t. rule was su'pended, the 
bill read a third time, and palSed. 

~ Mr. Eaker of l\iatagonla moved to take up the bill incor
poraling the Caney Company, which was rejected. 

On motion of Mr. vant, the homc took up the joint resolu
tioD amending the militih Jaw,-\vhich was read a ~econd time. 

On motioR of lIfr. Gant the 51st rule was su'pended, (he 
joint resolution read a Ihird time, and passed. 

On motion of Mr B"ker of Austin, Ihe house took up the 
hill (0 raise a revenue by eslablishing Impost., on its second rea
ding. 

On molion of Mr. ROlYe Ihe hill was, amended, by striking 
Qut of (he first seelion, (he word, "four," in the duly on colfe ... 
and inserting, "one;" so as to make it read, '·coffee, one cent 
per lb." , 

On motion of!\Ir Branch it wa,' furlher amended, by stn.. 
king out, after apples or peache" the word "free," and inserti-t 
"twcnty. live per cent, ad valorem." - : 
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Olllllotion of Mr. Branch it was further amended, by.tri
Iring out, after salt, the word "ten," and inse:tiDg "th~ce." 

Mr. Billingsly moved thatthe house, adjourn unlll to-mor-
:row morning, at 10 o'clock, whIch was I'C'JC( tc~~ . 

The Bill was further amendeu, all the malJOn. 01 Mr. Che
noweth and Mr.llranch, by striking out thcwords, "notherein 
enumerated,'" and the words, "may be consIdered as artIcle! of 
luxury, and should pay a uuty of." 

On motion of Mr. Rowe, Mr. Baker, and Mr. Holmon, 
lucce",ively made, it was further amended, by striking out, af. 
ter tbe word "jewelry," the words, "re"l, twelve and a halfper 
~ent, a<l valarem, and mock, twenty five;" and inserting the 
word., "tbirty three and one third," 80 as to make it read, "jew
elry, thirty three and one-third per cent, ad vaIGum." 

Mr.llillingsly asked permission to retire on the ground of 
~atigue and indisposition, which was granted by the chair. 

On motion of Mr. Rowe the house adjourned until to-mor
{OW \11OfI\in~ at IOo'clock., 

. W. F. GRA.Y, Cl'k. 

TRURlnA,.., .I1NE lat, 1837. 
The !.all,se met pnnllaot to adjournment. -
Twenty-two melllbers present. .> 

The following Message was receiveu [rom the president of 
the republic, by ~Jr. Richard,on, hi. private secreta,'\'. 

Exceulh'c Drpartmrnt, t" 
'cUy of Houston, !\Iay 31st., 1837_ i 

To THE SENATE A~D 
lIoUSI:: OF REPRESENTATIVES, 

Gentlemen:-Your resolution received on the 29th. in
stant instructing the president to send the armed schooner!, 
llrnt~' and Invincible, to the Brazo .• San' Jago, has been recciv
c,d w,t~ some surprise and regret. After gi.ing it all tile con· 
~de~at.on due, both to the importance of the meaSl'rc, and the 
\hgDlty of the body from which it emanated, I regret that ,I 
l'm compelled to withhold my sanclion,-and the more so, as ,t 
~ontemplate. an object in which the deepest feelings of my 
h~art are concerned. But having been entrusted hy my countr], 
\V1th_ the exercise of the authority of the constitution in the ~x
"culive department of this government, I fed myself eon,:ratn
e~ to :,dopt tbe view. re'pectfully submitted, and in ,0 dOlD,S;' l 
'nil g,ve ),011 my rcnsons for my course, 
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Ia A. a nak~d queslion o(ot'IIinnry prudence, it would be n mo,t 
o~z.'lrd~u.s step, after the enemy have already in po~sessio!1 one 
. our ar med vessels, to send tboother two, without eIther know ... 
mg !he (orce Ihey h,,,,e in the G9lf, or the cOurse they will pur, 
~uc In regard to our flag. IE they are disposed to uccive a flag 
and exchange of rrisoners, a flag sent by a Ileutral or unarmed 
veuel, wOl1Jd answer all the purposes of the armed vC.!5scl o(war 
:-od should the enemy be disposed to disregard the rules of d"il: 
Jzcd warfare, would we not hazard too much te place in their 
hands, the remnant of It n"-,,y, already too weak to defend our 
coast m the Gulf, and onlysufiicieol to protect our bays? From 
all the information I have been e",bled to obtain, I have every 
reason to believe tbat Mexico has a navy that would greatly 
overjlO",er Our ship. of war, should t/ley be' sent n. proposeu. 
The ~<iileqoence would be to &,ive them the entire command of 
the,~ and permit the most msignificant armed vessel, which 

'1IIi!'f'~ilIItht .end, not only to nnno] our C<>ft.t, but entirely to cut 
off our trade on the ocean,-the conseqUttlnccs of·fI·hicb must be 
manifestly ruinous. 

But there is another objection to this part of the resolution, 
which J think must have esc:-tIJcd congrc~5, in their laul.Ltb1e zeal' 
to liberate their countrymen. The resolution di:'ccts that tho:5c 
vessels shall he sent &c., to treal for the release of the cr.",' 
and pa,.engers of the 'Texian schoonen, Independence and 
Julius Cregar. From all the Information in possc!!i~io[l of the ex
ecutive, the Julius- Crosar is an American vessel, sailing under 
U oited State,' e(JloN, and for all we know, such is the ration, I 
and legal presumption, her crew, if no! m.ny of her pass<!llgers 
arc cltizeng of the U niled States. Would it not then be justly 
con!Oidercd a bold asssumption of pow'cr, by l'fcxico, as wcll a9 

by the civilized world, (01' 'IS to undertake the rccove,'y of pro
perty, or persons, improperly captured under the !lag of the 
United States! It seems to me, with all deferellce (0 yonI' hon
orable body, Ihal this branch of the resolution could not harD 
receircd the consideration due its importance. 

Another 5cl'ioll5 objection, which I elltertain to this rcsolu .. 
tion, nnd one which I tfllst congress will gravely cO:1sidrr, is 
wh.'lt I regard a dangcrou: infri~gcmcnt o!' Ex:ru(~vc right:. 
The framers of the cOI15tituhon takmg for theIr gmde the constI
tution of the United State, of the North, divicied the govern
ment into three dep<1.rtment~, cx('cuti,f(" Icgi,~lali\rc., all~ juJidaJ. 
To the legislative was entrusted the power of leglsbtion,-and 



neither of thl; o{licr~ can )(':::.isiatc or paSii ~ny LHr, how('ycr nC'~ 
ccs~a.ry for the public gooJ,'Or repcal onr. how('ver olmo~ou~: 

Voes it not then follow C(I"aily clear, (h~t the legos!ahve 
has no power to direct, by rCioiution or other\T~5C, how <1Judgc 
shall decide n legal questi.on. or com,true a Jaw 111 forcc~ If so 
the judiciary would oe usele;" and thnt bmnch of nur govern
ment would soon be merged in the legislature. Is it not equal
ly clear, that t.Qc pow'crs, cn(rusLcu by the con~t~tuti?n to me, 
j-tre equally seclIrcu ~ And among lho5c powc'~, It WIll not be 
denied, that those of commarldcr of the army ,uHi navy are ex
pressly conferred. 

Then would it not he a great assumption of pOlVer, for the 
legisliltive to take [rom the executive, Trho is charged \'Vi.th t~e 
duty of f'~ccutitlg the laws, a portion of the pOlVer vested III ll1~ 
by the ·constitution, and ,'cslecl in him for tloat purp"",,, :lS It 
would be for the president to di,'cct the legi,lature wh~t law' 
they should pa5S? An assumption of the latter kind, on t)w part 
of the exccutive, Ian.!.. SlIrC, would deserve but little eo.unte· 
naoce or favor from Jour honorable body. 

Does it Dot clearly appear that the three branches of gov
ern.mcnt arc sovereign within thdr spLcrc, and that neither has 
a ngbt to control any of the functions assigned to tbe otber hy 
the con:;iitution? It is a proper lmowledge and obscl'vanrc of 
thc.~c pOtrers, that has mJdo the United Stalcs, so great, free, 
prospel'ou."~ and h.1ppy. To the wa:lt of that knowk~ge and 
justrcgarrl of it, Mexico olVes her rlcprc"iun, <1[,d has ~lwaJl 
been f1. prcy fo i:lction and internal commoiiun. 

Let I1S be carcfld nuL to [aJlow these aLuscs in the com· 
mcnccmcni of OUI' political courw, that impelled us to !O hazard· 
OUS, but ncccssnr)' a step, ofsepariltillg our5cJn~s from the go\"'
ernment of our adoption. Should we do so,-well might the 
world say, the gallant have bled in vain, and the victors of Go
Jiad, Conception, San Anionio and San Jacinto, would only serve 
fa ShOIV, that though "e had the ,·alor to conqner, we liad not 
the wisdom and virtlle to cnjoy ratiollal civilliber!)'. • 

The la lter clal\Se of !he rosolution take, from the executive 
the power which is ,given him hy the ronetitution, to command 
the army and navy, ina.smuch ns h(~ is instJ'ucted to vest the com
mandant of said vessels , .. ilh discrctiolltl.ry powcrs,-or 1.0 take 
sl1ch steps to dfcct their objed a~, in their opinion, circumstan
ce' may justify, in the eve;,t of the refusal of the Mexican aU· 
thoritie, to comply with their propositions; because it may ue 
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tI,,~t Ihe cxccutirc, who i. responsiUlc, woulJ not be- .. ifl{ng Id 
tru~t ,t:1C commandants with discrctiowuy pow-cn. 

. I h,,~ he woald deem it proper as command"r·io-chicf of the 
navy. to gnrc special instructions to guide the --eomrnanding otli~ 
CCrs In th3ir actioni, in the event of a refusal from the l\Jcxica.n 
authorities to treat for the release of prisoners taken on bonrd 
the Independence and Juliu •. ere."r. On the ground of policy 
and the safety of cur feHow citizens who arc prisoners, I am op
posed to sending a flag of truce in an armed vC.!Isel, or vessels, to 
the Brazos Sanl lago. I am .utified that a /lag from an armed 
vessel would not be received; and our fon:c would not ·be Illch 
'tS. to coerce any demand which might be made, iIP behalf of our 
pngoner,ij. No man on earth feels more solicitude for their fC" 

lease and restoration than myself,~but I mu.t con f ... , tbat if 
the couroe suggested is pursued, I apprehend the masl dis""trou, 
consequenec ..... i11 result to them. I dl>.ei;ousl.r b<!li.ve lhat'the 
ap~~ .. tolir armed vessel., in Iheir ports, ·would so.ei'ci!e 
Pl!d'iBJIlIlbe the populace, in Matamoros, that under tbe impuloc 
of ignorance aDd phrensy, they woulu ~ssacre our friends, and 
most prohably, every North AmeriCan in the dty. If this Ivere 
not the case, I have no doubt that our friend, would be sent to 
the Interior of the country, immediately, Or th~ rigor of their corr· 
finement greatly incl'ea~cd. If a neutral vescl WCfl.' sent with 
a /lag, Ihe authoritie, would be compelled to respect it, and if 
they would receiYe a flag from Texas, it could be ascertained 
witbout jeopardizing tbe safety of the individuals who bore it, 
or jeopardizing the only rcsourcce fOJ' the defence of our coast, 
by placing our vessels in the power of a ""'!illy superior na\'al 
force; for I have been assued thnt t!~e Urea uas been rcl~alcd 
at Pensacola, and to Jay I am advised that Ollr naval comman
ders at Galveston, believe that she i. cruising off that port. 

'I have .uggested these rc/lections and facts for the consid· 
eration of YOl1r honC)rable body, in a spirit of fntnknes~, kindness 
and cordiality, in which I feci confident that I s~all be met b:r 
both houses, a,nd will conclude WIth the cxpreSSlOn of my sin
cere desire that the dif}"rcnt departments of our jnfant repub· 
lic may act; with.that spi~itof~isdorn, patriotism, fo:titudt, {'h~r
ity,and fOl'bearance, w hu;h wlll ensure the pC.I'pchlity of our I~ 
fant country and the happiness and prospenty of unoorn mil· 
iions.' SAM. IIOU~TON. 

The message having been r€ad, . 
On motion of !\fr. Baker of Aust.n, the mc"'''ge and t~ 

rusolutjon accompanying it, were laid 011 the table. 



Mr. Baker of Austin, presented the petition .of c~pt. j~ho 
1I. IIarry, praying for rdief; referred to the comollttee on claims 
and accounts. 

Mr. Allen of Milam, from the selec! committee to whom 
was referred a letter [rom the audiicr of public accounts, rcpof" 
ted a bill for the government of the auditor, which waS read a 
first time. 

JlIi-. 'Vhitesubmillcd the following; joilit resolution: 
R{'.-.Solvpri, by the senate ;:~nu house of rcrrcsC'utativt:s of the 

republic of Tex.as in congress assembled, That so much of an 
act, en tilled an act, establishing fees of office, as relates to the 
perquisite. of the attorney general, or district attorney., sha~J 
he understood to inure to the usc of the said attorneys, a.s perqUl': 
.itcs"f olllee, in.tead of to the usc of the republic of Te""s. 

,Vhich was reau a first tjme. 
On motion of JlI,.. Branch, the engrossed bill ,uppleme~ta. 

ry to an act, cutitled an act establishing a general land office! 
&c., was taken up, on iti third reading, and on the x.ucstion, 

"Shal! the bill pa" 1" 
rhe ayes and noes were ordered; 

. The who voted in . the afiirmatiyc wereJ Messr .. 
Speake~, Allen of i'llilarn, Allen of N aeegdoche., Arnold, Baker 
of Aystin. B"ker of Matagord .. , Riflings!}, Branch, Brush, Ch.,.. 
/lowel!" Cartwright, Hill, Hooper, Lewis, .lI1cKinney, West, 
White, Wrighl,-18. -

Tho::ip. who voted in the nC'gil.tivc werc, .;\icssrs. Boyd, Ganl, 
Geraghty, HoltHan, Ro,yc,-5. ~ 

:--;0 the hill ]>;t"scd • 
. The title of the bilJ,~".\tI ae! supplementary tI) an act, 

cniJtlt..:d n.n act c:!Ld.di.:.:hitlg a general land office, fot the repnb.; 
of Tcxas.~' 

A message was rc'":cif"cd from the senate, hy ~Ir. Rob~rteouf 
':,c~etary, announcing the passage, by tbat body, of a bill e.tab· 
Ill:dJJl~g a SCCOIH.I auditor's oflkc, and comptroHcr's office. 

01~D.E..a~ OF T1Ir; VA Y. 

On motion of Mr. llakcr of Au,tin. the house took u·p the" 
unfinished business of yesterday, being· the bi!! to raise are-
TCll.ue hy establisbiJl~ impo5ts. . . 

t.Jn motion of Mr. Uran,h the Lill was "mended, by ,tnktng' 
out oj ihc second !Section the \"'01'115, "'Cedar Lakl: Creek," where 
they tirsl occur, and inserUng, "San An~Ollio River." And bt 
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urikinl o~t, .. t the end "r the "'~ l#lteDjle the,~....d ,.w.1et rda." and insertin~ "An., 'l).a~" lUI, .d byaddinit!l.f.p{tH*cri 
an~. the follo~ .. ng,-commenc.\ng at th,,'moutli ,~V!e Sail 

Antomo mer and following the coast orthe G}lR"'.:.w_.;uy c 
;o.::emouth of Cedar~a~e, .ball compose oWl'C4U~lI!ral'dil 
n • ., to be c~Ued the d",tnct of Mat"llorda."', " 

.t. On motion of Mr. Rowe the word."Red,River," ,wer. 
ncke~ ?ut! from the latler part of the S""ll' aection, I!Ild !/Ill 

"ord. dlStl'lct of San AngustiL," inserted. ' 
'fhere heing 00 qJlorumpresent, a .:all of th. house, w;,,' 

"rdere~; the clerk proceeded to call the house, and a quorlJlll, 
"'ppearlDg, all further proceeding. on the call were suspeodeoi;' 

The reading of the bilI was resumed.. " , 
On mo~ion of )\If. Branch, ,the word' Red" "'" Itrieke!i'. 

::~,!",d ,"rover" inse ... ~.in. tbe~,of !/w"Sap: ~/l~p.Bfc' 
Oli";ol;o~ ilf Mr:·Billlng.ley; tr,e ~o;d' "go$ ~';':~<;)fr 

..... of the 4f1uectioa, "lUI tile. ,,0;>114 I'lIfI''' jlMe~te4; ..... t'o 
make it read IIfor the USe onhe ~ef.\lr..nc:w, '" ",' ,,' , 

On motion of Mr. Rowe, the weird. "Gold, Siver, <>r," ill 
the latler part oCtbe 9th .ection, were stricken out. 

A message wa' received from the ,onate, by Mr. Robert
lon, secretary, announcing that the senate had passed the joint 
rerolutioo, from the house~ concerning maill'outes,-allo that 
Lbe 'CJlate had concurred in tho amendment made by the hou.e, 
to tbe amendment, made by the .enate, to the joint resolution 
concerning elections in the depopulated districls. 

Tbe house resumed the consideration of the revenue bill. 
On motion of Mr. White the bouse reconsidered file vote 

.trikin~ out the word" "Gold, Silver, or;" nnd the word" "or 
properly audited draft, on the treasury of this republic," were 
inserted Ilt tbe end of the same sen ~cncc. 

On motio)! <>f Mr. B.ker of Austin, the 51st. rule wao sus
pended, the bill •• amended, ordered to a third reading Rnd p~s .. 
ed. ' 

On motion ofMr Brush the hon'e adjourned untill3 o'clock, 
•• II. 

30'c1.oc1. 
The house met pursuant to adjournment. 
Mr. Hooper moved to take up the resolution fixing the dar 

on which the tlVO houses will adjourn. The house refuled to, 
talr4 it ' 

l;t" 
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. ~fr, Welt submitted the follo1l'ingjoint resolution; . 
B. il resol~d, by the senate and house of representatlv~ ,c. the republic of Texas in congrel;s .assemble~, That th,; coun: 

tr of' Jefferson .ball bave the followm; bounda~y ,-to WIt: . 
. Beginning at a point on the' Gulf, from whleb. place ". hnc 

'\Inning North }Viii cross the road leading from TeViss' to Llber· 
tf, at Wolf point; thence North to Big Sandy creek; thence 
down said creek to Neches; thence acrogg the Neches east to 
the mouth of Big Cypress creek, on the Sabine riv~r; thence 
do .... n .aid river to the, Gl\IJ:. "lid Ih.ence west along saId Gulf, to 
tile place of be~nning, • 

~SIXI. '2 •. :Jlnd be it further r ... lv.d, ~c., That the cono", 
tlltion.al voters (or metr>bers of con ere .. be, and they ..... e hereby 
Aquired, anbc general election ill 'September next, to decide 
by ballot a place for the seat of justice for the count,. aforeoaid~. 

(,In '!lotIon of Mr. Branch the joint resolution was laid on 
the table. 
-Mr. Brancb moved tbat the vote ofthi. morniog on the fi
lI.at passage 1>( the revenne bill, be reconsidered, but the boule 
refused to reconsider the vote • 

• F Oil ~\ion of Mr. Gant, the bill prescribing the proof ne, 
eeIIIFY. '''~mit qee(ls &-c. to record, w".taken upon its lecoo<\ .. Mingo . ., '. 

l\lr Gant moved the """ption of the following, as an addi-
tional section. . 

"SEC. 1. Be i/ further marted, T-hat the words actual 
sett!er, i? the first line of the 29th section of the act organizing 
the mferJOr courts aod defi.iog the power. and jurisdiction <tithe 
.ame," .hall be So con .• trued by the courts 0'£ law a. to meap ~n 
actual occupant aod none ebe. 

On which tbe ayes and noes being orqered; 
Those whg v\lted in the affirmative were, Messrs. Baker of 

Austin, Billingsly, Brll.sh, Cheno;"eth, Cartwright,Gant, Geragb-. 
'..T, Hill, Hooper, McKinney, Roman, West,-12. 

Tbo~e who voted in the Ilegative were Me .. r •• Sp •• ker, 
AUen of Milam, Arnold, Baker of Matagorda, Boyd, Brantb~ 
Uoiman, Lewis, Rowe, 'Vhite and Wright.,,-ll, 

So the all\.cndment was adopted • 
. . Mr. Uant moved the adoption of an additionalseelion, pr.o, 

~
'fidlng. for the authentication of deeds &c., by the dispersed cI.t, 

. ~ ?f the d;populated districts, while remaining sO dispersed" 
was rejected. " , 

On motion of Mr. Branch all the fourth section after tbe~
.5~\s1~ c'aqse w:as stri.cl(en oqt, and th<; followin~ inserted-: "that 



all act. sQd part~ pf ac~ enmin, within the pllniew 0[. tbi .. ac! 
he and the same are bereby repealed., ....' ..... ,,~. 
, M~, Boyd m,o'ed, tn strike out the enacting dauie of llI.e 

bill, which was reJected., ...,' 
On motion of ¥r. G,ant tl)e bill, as ameilded,1faJ ordered 

to be engrossed fo~ a third reading tn-morro.w, '.'. 
pn motion, of AIr. B.wr of Matag~rd,! the house. tnok,up 

lbe bdl tor the JDcorporation o{ tbe Caner Company, oa itl~' 
cond re .. ding. .. ..', . 

On motion of Mr. Branch the 5Itt rule war suspended and 
On a tbird reading; the bilI waS rejected. . ,..' 1 .; 

• The bouse then took up,tbe biUfromlbt; .en",te .~~~ 
lng the ~c~".d ."!Iil!..ton ... d. c0lD.l'~~Il(jJ.oJllcei :orJiM~ 
afint tune".. '. ' , ".( 

~,h<;ing.DO 'lI"'rnDli.a <;all ,o£t~,!"hqll~:"", ~ere.t; 
o1ffffWeott members answered, anel.the oergeant-at.arma, .... 
oent in qne,t of abse·ntee.. A quorum ..-ppearing, further-i,ro' 
ceedings on the cal! wcr~ suspetded. 

On motion of Mr. Row~, tbe ho~se took up the concurrent 
resolution from the senate, fixing a day {or the adjournment of 
congress_ , 

On motion of Mr. Baker oiMatagofda, Ihe blank in the 
.re,01liii6n was filled with the word "tenth." 

Mr. Rowe moved to • trike out "two thirds," and insert "rna-
jerity," .which was rejected. , 

On motion of Mr. Hooper the house theu adjourned uniil 
ten o'clock, tn-morrow morning. 

W. F. GRAY,cr~ 

FRlD,W, JUNE 2d, J8M. 
'rhe hon"" met pursuant to adjournment •. 
Twenty three members present. . . .. . , 
Mr. Gant presented the petition ,of sundry inhahitants of 

Washington county, in regard to a division. of that county, re' 
ferred to the committee on county hounliarics., 

Mr. White presented the petition of Samuel Mullock, pra,y" 
in~ for bounty lands &c., referred to the committee on clailns 
and accounts. ,. '.. . 

lIfr. R()man from Il1e committee on mility ;;ffitir., to 'l"h~m 
Was referred tbe petition of colonel W m. P. Miller, made the 
(ollo,.ing "" . 

REPORT:. 
, There appears no o/licial cbarge aga.inst CI>ii\qeIMilicr; of 

which tour commiite~ has Cogniiance. He is held to bail, !In: 



dar .. penalty of one thou,and doll .. l'I, to appear at the nest 
term of the circuit court at Brazoria, to answer a chargeofb .. ,· 
i1ictuken fraudulently, fro,m the audito .. office, a bill whidlhe 
bad inadvertently placed with hi. account, in the hand. oflhe 
auditor. From the character of this b ill no one could IUppo~ 
tbafany disposition existed, on the part of colooel J1tille~,to do
lraud the government. The rdeaso from bail asked for .by lb. 
petitioner is beyond the po"",r of congrc .. , and is a sobJect for 

. the.,"".bon of the judidary "lone. . 
'",,;, Tlie removal of eolonel Miter from oIIice by the ext!Cutive, 
",thout a trial, is an act fQr which many precedents can be fur
bished, both in thisrepqblic and tbat of the United States, and 

; 110 ioubt exists ... 10 the authority of the executive to have dODa 
IlOo 

'Thelerviees rendered by colonel Miller to this cOlln!ryal!! 
'bio_o to your committee to have been of an important charac· 
ti=t, '''nd ... there exist, no e"jdence of hi. infidelity to our caUIe, 
"e mu.t place hi. friendship for the country beyond" doubt. 
l~~~~tee wonld re~mend tbc,l'assage of the (01. ~ 

, RJCHARD {tOMAN, Ch.it'man. % 
Resolved, by the ICDI,te and house of representativ~ioflhe 0 

rt'public of Texa. in congress assembled, That the au!fitorlJe, 
'and i. hereby, required to audit the accounts of colonel WID. 
P. Miller, according to the established laws. ' 

l~hich wa, read a first time. , 
lIfr. Gant from the committee on naval alfain made theJOI· 

lowing 
REPORT: 

. Tba committee on naval affairs, to whom was referred lbe 
petition of F. T. Wells, praying that the pay of Pursere in the 
nRYY be made the lame as that oflieutenants, have had tbe saDIe 
under consideration, and also the accompanying bill to regulate 
tbe pay .. f purser. in the navy, and are of opinion ·that where 
the 1er cent"ge i. but little, the trouble of the purser is corre• 
poa hgl1 diminisheil, and do not ,ee any hecc .. ity for a cha~g~ 
ID the '.a., i? regard to the pay of pursen; wherefore, the.>; as 
to be dIscharged from the further cvmideration of the petitiDD 
&ad bill. W. W. GANT, CluIirman. 

On motion of Mr. 'Vhar!on the ,ubject was re-committed 
to the committee on naval a/fili ... , with instructions to report a 
bill allo~ing. pu ... ,,., the sam'" PIlJ '" lieutenants. ,',. h& 

On mollon of Mr. Hooper, Mr. Wharton ... at added to! 
... ·al committee. , 
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A me .... ge will receind from the seunlif, by Mr. Robertson 
the ICcretary, anneuncing Ibe passage, by the's.nate, of the hil: 
from the house for tbe bonefit of free p"rsons of color. -

Mr. Brush from the committee on boandari •• made the fel. 
lowing 0 • 

REPORT: 
. The ..,Ied committee to whom ."as referred the report and 

bIll, a. presented by the committee all county bonnd,," ... bave 
had the same under consideration, and instructed me to make 
the fuJlowing report. "Your committee conceive the SUbject of 
county boundaries one of ",,/licienl imporlance to require nil the 
con.Mleral;on of,. future congress. We believe thai it would 
be hasty legislatiOn 10 ,.... the bill as reported b,,*he- e.mmit
_, b.-,t!"' pr~d\.""JlgMand brqken up sta"" oftht<oi!ountry • 

. ,aiI4t~et:feaveln'be·dtsd1""gn4 from tile (urtber collOidenition'o. 
tbe aubjec!;" , . .-

ELKANAH BRUSH. 
On motion of Mr. Allen of l\'ncogdoche. tho report wa. 

iaiJ on the table. 
)lr. ,Vhite from the minority of the committee on county 

boundal'ies submitted a counter report, recommending filling tbe 
bh,nk ill the hill with the name. of Goliad, San Patricio, Gon· 
zalel and Be""r, and submitting a scheme of the boundaries of 
.aid countie,. 

On motion of Mr. Ailen of Nacogdoches, this report was al· ,0 laid on tbe lable. 
lIfr. '\'h .. ton from the select committee, to .. hoRl was re

ferred the resolution for an enquiry into the expediency of c~r· 
rying on an offensive war, made the following 

REPORT: 
Mr. Speaker the undersi~Red, a portion of the joint tnmmit

tee to -"'hom was referred the re,olution instructing them to in
quire into the condition of our resource" and t~n pOI.icY of offen
sive operations, have ha~ the same undercoIlsldeld~1on, and beg 
leave to make the fo!lowmg report: 

From all that your committee have been aLle to ascertain· 
.. ith regard to tbe re,ources of the COUll try, they ."~e ,at',~cd 
th .. t they arp. sufficiently ample to.catry un an expedition ag,u,n.t 
Mexico. nnd greater than the.\' wdl be at aD): '?b,cqu.~t perl~ 
daring this war. Your commltte6 arc ~f OpWlO1J .that It" CTI

deOtI] our best policy to carryon offenSIve operatIons. 
lit. Berau,e the Mexican nation wlil never aeknowledge 

ourinaepe.ndenee or cease bostiliti .. 80 long n. the was i. con· 
fined to tlri. ,ide of tll<: Rio Gmndc. 
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. ~d. Becauie we will bave to support a large standing army 
80 long a. our enemy keep~ a large forc~ on .our we.ter~ b~
ders, and threaten U5 with JDvaslOn. Tins w111 nccessanly ID

creaSe our natiooal debt to an enormouS amount, and should the 
warcontinueforyenrs longer, which is not atall impo"ible,,~"ld 
we confine ourselves to defensive operations,-the great natl~n· 
al debt whirh will thereby be created will, of itself, pro~e ruin' 
OUS to our hopes. . 

3d. Our troop. desire active service, our numbers will ~e 
I1IQ(:b increased by commencing active operations, the war wl~1 
be !>r<lught to R .peedy end, aod 110 evil would grow out of It 
tbat would not be likely to benefit us under otber circum~taace., 
and our chances of ultimate success much increased. 

'Ve are further of opinion that the couotry is more Iikelt 
to "uffer from the w'lOt of resources thao of men. Every day 
lees Our resources diminishing, and Our debt accutnulating, aDd 
Ie •• prospect of extricating ourselves: our expanse. would not b. 
incr .... ed. \>y oifensive operations, and fo .. tbis reason alone we 
would recommend the measure. The troops that we have elll
"ro,,dwmllot be content wilh an inactive ealllp ll"''') ~e them 
employment, nod the,.· will be ... fufie<l_ Com"",nce ofi'eoore' 
operations, and they will be of great service to thecountr]: te
main inaeti"e, and they may prove rliinousto thccallsethey h .... e 
e.poused. If there is no prospcct of active operations, so • .wn a. the term of service oftbe prescnt ttoop,cl:pires, they willleave 
the sen'ice and ".e will lind it impossible to raise others. -

We consider it certain (hat if Wt conot invade theenemytbe, 
will invade US; and that iti, absolutely necessary to have a l~e 
force lInder arms during the war. . 

We arc acquainted with the views of the executive on tbll 
measare, nnd are confident that, if congress docs not take thi' 
master in hand, the fate of Texas is irrevocably .ealed. EI~ct 
ollie .. '" place in tbeir hand, the nccessary amount of land IICnp~ 
and cntru,t the management c.f the whole expedition to their en-
tire control. ·WHARTON, 

ROMAN, 
BAKER of Matagorda.. 

The report alId letter of generals IIu.ton and Joho.ton,were 
Wd 00 the table. 

On motion of Mr. Baker of Austin, the nou$c went int" 
,ecret scssion, and the doors were closed. 

Tile doors being opened, 
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A meHage ...... received from tb. len ate by Mr. Robert,,, ... 
the .ecrelary,. COmlllU"icati~lg a j()int re,,,lotion paiied by that 
hou'e, authonzmg the presIdent to employ an additi()nal ,ccre. 
tar.!' fo.· an Indian department; which being relld wa, found to 
be Informal. 

Orderea,-That it be returned to the ,enate for eOJ·rection. 
A1.s",-The bill for consolidating and fuuding the ptlblic 

debt WI!h amendments,-which geing read Was found to be j.,.. 
formal. 

Ordered,-That it be returned to the .enate for e()rrection 
or eXI'JaDati()n. 

AI,o,-The bill t() raise a revenue by imp()st dutie,,! with 
amendments; which being read, th(} amendments of the senate 
were COrrl:urred in, aDd the bill ordered to be enr()lIed ... 

On m()tion of ~r. Hoo!.'er the voteof tb~ house on ye,ier. 
dab rejecting tb,,' bill incorporating tbe Caney Company, W"" 
rec,.n5iifeted. ~nd tbebi!l. a~n ialj:eD QI'-Oll itil tbird. readillS'_ 

.:< Ana upon the qucstloq - > 

"Shall the bill pass I" . 
The aye, and noe, were ordered; 
Those who v()ted in the affirmative were, Messrs. Speaker, 

Allen ofl\{iJam, Baker of Austin, Brllsh, Chenoweth, Cartwright, 
Geraghty, Hill, Hooper, Holman, Lewis, McKinney, Roman, 
We,t, WbartoD, White,-lO. 

Tbose who voted in the negative were, Messrs. Allen ofNa. 
cegd()ches, Billingsl], Boyd, Branch, Gallt, \Vright,-fi. 

Mr. Baker of Matagorda, being one of the petitioners for 
the charter, and being directly interested in tho matter was ex, 
l!uscd from voting. 

So the bill passed. 
Mr. White submitted the following joint resolution, 
Be it resolved by the senate and house of representative. 

of the republic of Texas in congress assembled, That so much 
pf the 16th section of an act organizing justices courts, authori
zing justices of the peace to extend to defendant. terms of stay 
of execution, be so extended as to require them io extend tho 
stay on all executiom to the first day of February next, provi. 
ded, the said defendant shall give the ,ecurity in the penally re·, 
qui red in the said section of said act. • 

Which being read a first time, 
Mr. White moved that the 51st. rule be su'pended, and the 

joint resolution-read a second time to·day, which was rejected. 
. 'fhe )oint re,olution from the sen~(c authorizing tnq pres(, 



dent to npp<>int a secr~tt\r1 of an Indian <iepart....,ut. being r~ 
turned from the seDbte corrected, was taken lip and read" flnt 
time. 
. On motion of .Mr. Baker of Austin, the 51st rule was -
pended, and the resolution was read a second ti~e, and, 

On motion of !\Ir. \Vhite, it was postponed IIldefimtely. 
The informalities in the bill for funding the public debt, 

retnrned from the senate with an amendment, having been cor· 
rected, the bill was taken "p, and the amendment of the senate 
was concurred ill. 

On moLion of Mr. Allen of Nacogdoches the hay.., ad· 
j9Urned IIDtil 4 o'clock. 

'" O\'WCK, F ••• 

The hOllse met pursuant t~ adjournment. 
The Speaker informed the house that he had received a 

comttmnrcntion which required the consideration of the house in 
secret ~ession : 

The gallery was cleared, and the doors closed, and the hou .. 
went iotQ secret session4lo 

l;.hl> dopf8. being again opened, on motion. <If Mr. Wbar· 
too, til .. ~ aIlj"'-'roe.r IIntil t<HIlorrow morning at 10 ",'clock. 

. . W. F. GRAY, Crk.·· 

S.\TURD.\Y, JUXE 3d,1837. 
The IlOnsc met pursuant to adjouJ"!lmcnt. 
Twenty-fi ... ·c mCIi',bcrs present. 

, The Speilker laid hefore the hou,. a petition from A_a 
Jlfl,tcheJl and,olher;, of V ciasco, praying lhe incorporation ofa 
Jom! Stock Comp'lDY forthe erection of a Hotel and Balh House 
at Velasco, with Banking privileges, accompanied by a bill. _ 
. Als,o the petilion of Leman Kclcy and B. F. Gage, pr .. y· 
109 the Incorporation of a similar institution at the city of HOUI' 
Ion, accompanied by a bill. 

On motiGn of Mr. Wharton both pelitions were Jreferred 
to a .elect committee. 

The Speaker appointed Messrs. Wharton, Allen of MilaJII. 
Baker of Austin and GAnt, the committee. 

1\fr. Boyd from the committee on enrolled bills, reported 
that the folJowiag acts nnd joint resolutions had been approved 
hy tbe pre,ident, vit: 
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a co lot: ~ joint resolution authorizing the.pre,ident to appoint 
.s mmlSSlOner to run the boundary line hetween the United 

tate. and this republic. . 
2<1. A joint re.olrtion for the reliefof Ministers oftheGos- -

,pel. 

.. 3d •. \n act for the better protection oftbc Northern Fron. 
bu. 

4th. An act for the suppresaion.of Gambling. 
5th. A joiot resolution requesting the president to appoint 

.aD Agent to the court of Great Britain. 
h 6th. An act supplemeotary to the several acts, orgaDiziDg 

t e ~everal countie, of the republic. 
7th. An act for the relief of John M. Allen. 

. The ~olJowing were 'submitted for his approral on tbe 2101. 
,wtUIJOJ-VJz: 

. 1.t. An act to.anthori:zejustiCeB o(~UI!IJ couru~...u .... 
Judges of pro/",te iDe l:crlaio cases. . . 

2<1; "Kes<>lunori in regard ,to the pa.rmellt of .tlStriet-judges. 
3d. Joint resolution regulating the meeting of congress. 
4th. Joint rEsolution for the relief of the honorable B. C. 

Franklin. 
5th. Joint resolution instructing the president to .end the 

vessels of war Brutus and in'vlnciplo to Matamoros. 
The following was submitted on the 30th ultimo, viz: 
An act far the relief of those who lost property during the 

war. 
The following waS submitted on 1st June, viz: 
lst. Joint resolutian requiring the "ttorney general to re

port to the next session of congress. 
2d. An act to incorporate the town of Nacogdoches and 

other towns herein named. 
3d. Joint resolution relating to elections in the depopulated 

districts. 
< 4th. Joint resolution requiring the president to appoint IL 

secretary of legation to the embassy to England. 
5th. An act for tbe rclief of James Erwin and others. . 

R. A. IRION. 
Chairman of joint committee on ellfollcd bill •• 

June 2d., 1837. 
A mc""ge was received frOID tbe senate, by Mr. Roberuo:'. 

the _eeretary, announcing tbe passage by the senate of the (0.
lowi"g bills, originating ill tbat hOllse. HZ: 

13 



A bill to ascertain the puhlic domain and define the Icca
!joll. 

A ~oiDt resolution requiring. the auditor of public "ccoun .. 
[0 audit the accounts of J. Bryant and S. Francois. 

Also, the following originating in tbe house, vi~: 
A joint fesoJution for the amendment of mUiti" law,. 
An act to incorporate the trust"cs of Independence Acade. 

Ply and the university of San Augustine. . 
, An act for the incorporation of the town of LI berty. .• 

A bill co.ncerning fec. 0.[ Sheriffs, Constables, and !5ohcl' 
lOr', witb an Rmendment.' • 

An act supplement'try to an act entitled an ad ",tabUshing 
;i ge~eral land office, for the republic of Texas, ,,-ith amend
\J\Ctill, 

On motion 0.( Mr. Allen of Nacogdoches, the house went 
irHo secret session, and the dcors were closed. 

The doors being again opened on motion of Mr. Roman, 
lhe BOl\lle ndjourned nntiiS o'clock. 

, 
. .. S O'CLGCI, P. lI. 

The mo",e met pursuant to adjournment. 
_ 'On roeti\iD of Mr. Baker 9f Auslin the ho...., look up tbe> 

11111 suppl~ry: to> l;he act establishing a general land office, 
feturned froin th'-senale witb anwrulmenlt. The amendmentl 
of the senate having been -read, 1\fr. Rowe stated tbat tbero 
was an amendment which be was informed had been made bl 
!hc .enate, in the ,!th section of (he bill, which went to strike 
~ut August and insert October, and which wag not reported in 
the amendment, of the senate, 

Orrlered.-That the bill be taken back by the to the, 
-, Ierlate, [Of enquiry ami cOtfection. 

A m.essagc was rpceived from the seoate by tbeir. secreta
ry, c?mmunicating a joint resolution authorizing the .hcrillS of 
the dIfferent co,unties of thi.s rel.'ublic to rent or lease house, for 
:!I1i.ons, employ guards &c. 

Also, a joint resolution for atl agent' of go.vernment to give, 
blln,ds and security for the f.~ithful performance of duty. 
. Mr •. Arnoa:! presented a petition from ,undry citizens of 

Mustang P,rnirie relating to Jndi",n depredations. On motion of 
~r. J.laker of AUstin, 

O~der~d,-That the petition be referred to a select commi!
tee, WIth Illstrllction. tIS wait on the President, and commUDI,-



cate the .arne to him, ru:d report Ute result of the intetriew til 
the House On Monday next. . J . . ' 

The chairappoiated l>I~.l'l!. AJlcn-ofNacogdllohesjBilling., 
1" Baker of Matagorda; and Chenoweth, .. committee fer that 
purpose. 

The following mc .... ge was Nceived from the president, br 
his primte .~cretary, 1\fr. Richardson. < • 

GENTLEMEN op ruE SENA.TE A.rl'b, 
HOUSE OF RERRESENTATIVES. 

An act for the relief oi those who lost property' ddring if;.; 
War, has beeL presented to me for "pproval, and received my 
carefnJ consideration, . 

How"rer much I am inclined to appland .t~e moti.". itbidi 
led to the paasage of the bjU, contempl_tioj! liS it do". tile ~f 
of P"1'$<}lI$ wh;<>ltllve. b_'BpJf~Fer. ill 'our preseot ardailcis dreg" 
glt!. J ,"""/ :,,~trai,BC~ lIP.!.' er IW view I take of the ..a IJject, t<l 

'd8cline gtVlng It my .Ig .... lure.. _ ' 
Some of the losses and injuries it proposes to tedre8S, name' 

Iy those inflicted loy the enemy and the Indians, are of " char· 
ncter which lie as 1 think, wholely beyond llae reach of legi,I.; 
tivc Te"licf. They seem rather to come under the dGnomillation 
of tbo,e inevitable evils of human destiny, which, like the "isi' 
tations o{Providence, have to be borne with patience and resig. 
nation by those upon whom Ihe, nte inflicted, 

Many and various are tbe calamities that faU upon men iii 
civil society, such '15 ravage, by flood, fire, pestilence, and the 
like, which it would be·vain to expect government to alleviate: 
No One would ,ay that it wa., po,.ible for :tr.y ~llInlfn a!i'<'ney; 
wisdom or ab~ity, to mlfke good to the innumerable victims crf 
misfortune, which the world is daily pre,enting to us, the losses 
and ber'cavements to wpich in the cou'rsc of human atT.,irs they 
lind themselves subjected. , 

They arc left out of the care of government theil, not be.' 
cause there is any want of sympathy or humanity for the,ir sUf·
fcrilJ~s, but because it is plain there is no pablic mode ofadmin.' 
teriog to them the de,ir:d relief, with01i~ c6ntin?all~ attacking 
the established found allons of property, "nd subJCctmg all that 
is ill the band. of those that have any thing at all, to new divr.
sions of those who have Ilotbing,-and this would immediatel! 
lead to a dissor.tioD of society. 
, That inj~1fies in~ictcd ~Y b1 an enemy ~n time of ,,:"t ate 

fuoked upon ID the light oj. onhnary nSltatron of ProYld(nc~ 
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which laws cannot undertake to redre .. ij sufficiently clear hOM 
the fact tbat If..,re is not an instance within my knowledge, in 
the history of the world, "hen the government has interposed OD

lucb occasions. In the oldest and wealthiest countries it i. con· 
.id~red impossible to do it; how much more so i. it in a co~ntry 
like oun, a. yet in its infancy, and hardly able, (not hanng a 
dollar at command,) to bcar up under the weight of personal ne· 
cessitie" to say nothing or our responsibilities with respect totbe 
past or future! . 

Much more could beadded on this suhject, if time wcreal· 
lolled for.a full discu .. ion, this much I hope may may be suffi· 
cient,at present, to induce YOll to reconsider the bill, and in do
ing 80 you .. ill, perhaps,join me in the conclusion, that civil Ie· 
"slalion cannot gil band in hand with sympathy and philanthro
py. If however, it should be otherwise, a little delay can do no 
injury to the interest intended to be served, a. no artnal money 
i. at present contemplated. In the mean while more re1lection 
may be given to the subject, after which it will not be difficult 
to c .... r1 such a bill forward, if it should continue to be the ",i,h 
of the people. 

SAM. HOUSTON. 
Execnti.e Department, June 3, 1837. 
The message·being reatl, the bill for the relief of those "flo 

lost property during the war, disapproved in the above me ... ge· 
.. as laid on the table, and the further consideration thereof post. 
poned unti/Monday. 

Mr. Chenoweth moved that the 1"ote laying the vetoed Mil 
o.n the table be reconsidered for the purpose of immediate "". 
hon, which Was carried, and on further cOllSidcration of the oab· 
ject, Mr. Baker of Au,till, renewed bis motion to lay OR the til· 
hIe, which was carried, and the bill laid 011 the table until Man· 
May. 
• The bill supplementary to the act, entitled an act establi,h· 
IIlg a general land office, &c., hnving been returned from the 
senate, with (he omission corrected, the nmendmcnts of the sen· 
lite _ere separately considered, and all concurred in, and tbe 
bill ordered to be enrolled. 

The bill concerning fees of sheriffs, constables, and solici· 
tors, returned from the senate with all amendment, waS takeD 
up, the nmcndmcut of the ,ellaic concurred in, and the bjll or· 
dered to be enrolled. 

The joint resolution from the scnate, directing the auditor, 



Wt 

to audit the accounll of John Bryant and Sehastian 1,'r"llc~i., 
wa. taken "l' and read a first time. On motion of Mr. Rowe, 
the 51st rule was su.pendcd nnd the joint reso/utivn read a se
cond lime. 

On motion of Mr. Rowe ,the 51st rule ,,'as further stlspen. 
dcd,i!.nd thcjoint resolutio" read a lhird time and passed. 

The bill from the senate to "a<ccrtain the rublic clomain _ 
",nd define the location thereof," Was taken up a~d rcad the first 
time. 

Mr. Baker of Austin, moved thnl tile bill be rejected, which 
Was not carried, and the bill was ordered to a second reading. 

On motion of J\J r. White, the joint re,olution ,u'pending 
executions was laken up and read a second time. Mr. Gant 
moved that it be referred to the' committee on lhe' Judiciary, 
which was "'!ieeted.' ",' " 
,.0 -Mr. Rowe aliked Jea>'e <If absence (or the rem~inder of tI,e 
eession, and tbeque,lioil being put 10 tho house, leave waS rc· 
fused.- ' 

On motion of Mr. Allen of Milam lhe hou,e adjourned un· 
til Monday morning at 9 o'clock. 

W. F. GRAY, Cl'k. 

MONlJAY, JuNE 5, 1837. 
'fhe hopse met pursuant to adjonrnment. 
Twenty.three members present. 
Mr. Branch presenled Ihe pelilion of B. R. Whitecomb, 

and A. Bishop, praying remuneration for supplies, advanced. On 
motion of Mr. Wharton tbey were I'efcrred to the commiltee OIl 

claims and accoun Ls. 
Mr. Roman from the military committee made the follow· 

ing 
REI' aRT: 

The e0mmittee On military affairs have had Ullder consid· 
eration that part of the president's message which rcl,~tcs to the 
army, and also the rCP?lt of the secl'c~ary of, wa~. ,I hey haye 
~ven that consideratIOn to, tbe subJec~ whIch It; Importance 

_ merits, nnd respectfully ,ubmlt the follOWIng "" lhel,r news. 
Since the reorganization of the army ~ made HI December 

l .. \st, every appearance of harmony and subord!n~ti~n has exis
ted until within a few weeks past. A sta(c of d"clpilne has been 
maintained, which could h .. c surpa.sscu hy no troops of the game 
npcri€D~e. From \\'ell nu!hcnllcatcd "ccoun!, however, we 
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hate nc> doubt that some di.,ati.faction prevail. at pre.ent with 
It portion of the army. "·hen we take i~to cOOiider.ation the 
peculiar circumstances under which the tmops composmg a por· 
tion of the army were cngaged,and suh5equentoccurr~nces,the 
existence of dissatisfaction cannot be a matter of surpl15c. r:r:he 
prospect of active senice was ~ith the greater portion of the 
men, the prbcipaJ inducement which operated in bringing them 
to the country. 'Vhilst a probability of inmsion from the ene
my existed, perfoet contentment and subordination prevailed: 

The distracted condition of thc political atlhirs of M,CICO 

at pre..,nt precludes the probability of It movement against Tes
as lOon_ This circumstance, together with the limited means of 
government, for furnishing !Officient.supplies to our prescot com
paratively large force, induces the belief that furloughing, for a 
limited time, the greater portion of the army who have beeo 100-

g""t in the service, would he the best policy that could be adop
ted. By.·this means the government woult! be relieved fer tbe 
present from the great burthen of furnishing previ>ion., which, 
nl this time, are purchased at high priees, and owing to the de· 
p.recialed state of our credit, can only by obtained at great sac
rdic.,..· . Th<l soldiers would find profitable employment in the 
count.-y and would mutually contribute to supply tbe great de
mOlld for the various kinds,.f labour which the flourish in!; coif" 
clition of the country demands. 

To prevent any e,·il that mi!;ht possiLly result to the coun
try, by turning upon it such a Durniler of men unprovided witb 
the ~o,:"mon nec.cssari« of life, the furlollglJing ought to be groa
n:,) Jlllls.operatlOns. The known hospitality of our citizens Hr
LIds the Idea of an unfriendly reception of the soldiers, who haTe 
c?me to assist them in resisting (heir oppression. No important 
dIfference eXISts In the character or habits oftho!e mCIl whoco .... 
prise the .army, and the agricultural portion of the countrJ. A. 
the Mexlcar., government have denied us oltr righti, and little 
pro:rects ellSt of the recognition of our inJepolidence bJ her 
.untl compUlsory meas!!res arc used. Your committee are uoaO" 
irnous in their opinion that no time ,hould be 10lt for preparing 
for that extremity. Possessillg means of cnforcing justice trom 
OUr ~nemi",!, policy requires that we should no longer rety upou 
Hu'tUltOUS Circumstances Lo bring ahout w desirable an end. Os ..... 
I, a sholt time will be necessary to obtain the re'lu;,ite means 
~r otrensive operations. • 

The furlouglj shellld be for a I1mitc-l time, "lid the (N"," 
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~ubject to be concentrated, prior to the expiration of their fur
ou~h, ~y the proclamatIOn of the executive, a lidlure to obey 

WhICh, should SUbject the d.elin'luent to be treated as a deaerter 
and to a forfeiture of his claim' on the government. ' 

Tlte present exposed condition of our nortbern frontier is a 
matter of serious importance. The repeated murders that have 
been committed by the Indians, on the citizens of that portion of 
the country, cannot, it i. believed, be attributed te any omission 
of duty on the part oftbe government, but are consequent on 
?ur d?fective meam of affording the necessary protection. It 
IS beheved, that the expoditioll provided for by the passage of 
the law of the p~e,eBt ses,ion of congress will, if carried into ef. 
feet, tend greatly to the immediate relief of the frontier inhaoi. 
tallls. The increase of the eorps of range .. al,o, as rccommen· 
ded by the secretary of war, should not be omitted. TbQ total 
inefficienc, of inmntry, as a, protection against the'iDeursiQ/>t;" 
Indians, ..... be attested by all. who MC experieI!ced io th~t mode 
......... To',fatioutbem at the frontier post .. as a protec· 
tion to tbe inbabitants, would have the e/fect o(lulling them illto 
a fal,e hope of security which might prove di!astrous in the con· 
sequence,. The increased difficulty al,o of supplying the troops 
thus situated, with bread stuffs and other llece~sarics, constitutes 
an important objection to the measure, and no po"iblc bellefit 
CQuid reasouably be anticipated from it. 

Your committee would suggest the propriety of esta'>l.ish. 
ing a National Armory at some suitable point as far as pracl1cl\' 
ble beyond the iDft .. ence of tbe salt atmo.phere. As con,idem· 
ble loss has already occurred to the government for the want of. 
such an establishment, it is recommended both"", a meaJtlI'll of 
safety and economy. 

It is "lso recommended that the system of rules and regu· 
lations forthe government of the army~ prepared atthe last ses· 
sion of congress, be adopted.. . 

They were revised fro,? the U ?ted State .. sy.tem w.th great 
care by the milita~y comm.t!ee, wIth the '''Slstance of able offi· 
cers, experi~nced In our serVIce. 

Our laws ~t present require that. the United States' army 
regulations shalI be observed b~ ours, so ~ar as appl~c.able to our 
condition, thllS, in contest~d pOlD.!!, leavmg the m.htary court 
alone to decide what part ,. apphcable. 

RICHARD ROMAN, Cha,·rman. 
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Oil motioa of c\/r. Cheoo\V(·tu, the report Wfl, laiu on till' 
labl .... 

.Q, Mr. Branch Irom the committee on claims and accounts 
made the following report, on the petition of A. T. Burnlyand 
B. S. Read. 

Tbe committee on claims nnd accounts to whom waS re
ferred the petitioll of A. T. Burnley and others, and Beojamin6 
S. Read, have examined tt.c :same, and instructed me to mak') 
the following 

REPORT: 
As to the justice and merit of the above ciaim!., your c?m~ 

rnittee cannot for a moment entlJrtain It doubt. JUitlCC reqUlreS 
of us to allow them. A part of the amount claimed i. for pro· 
visions furilished colonel; 'Viggington and \Vilson, Lo ena.ble 
them to bring their men to Texas. The provision3 were furnIsh· 
cd these gentlemen on their simple reed pt, because there was 
no other more regulal' way in which it could be done, as. there 
was, at that time, no agent of Texas, in Kentucky, authorIzed to 
borrow the necessary means upon the faith of the gonrnment. 
U ndel" these circumstances your committee aro of opinion that 
the d?bt, though not authenticated according ta law, .hould un· 
'taeationably be recognized, and if possible save from los. tb~ 
men, ~bo gcne!ollSlyfornished the means of~an.porting to th~. 
,ufferlng and lDvaded .o.mtry. Those claIms should be enti
tled to the most fi1.\-'orablc coos!dcration of congres~,in as llIuch 
as they were furni,hed solely upon faith in the integrity of Tex· 
~. The other portions of tho,e claim' n'cre furnished upon the' 
authority of general Chambers, for \vhich he has given hIS scrip, 
and sJwulJ III the opjnion of Jour committee, unquestinnabJyoo 
recognized. '" c therefore rccommenu the adoption of tbe lol-o 
Jowing resolution. ' 

The resolution ha,iug been amended, on motion of Mr. 
'Vharton Was reported as [ollows. - • 

Resolved by tbe Senate and House of Rcpresenta!iY~ of 
the rep~blic o~ Texas, in Congr~ss assembled, Tbat the Aud!!'" 
of publtc accounts, uc and he is hcrchy authorized and reqUlre4 
to audit the accounts of A. T. Bur~lc], and Benjamin S. Re8~, 
nlld allow their claims upon principlf's of justice, although tbell' 
vouchero rna] not be authenticated in strict legal {orm. . 

:\Ir. Branch from the same committee made the {ollo ... n; 
REPORT: 

The committee of claims and accounlo to whom waf refer-



red the petition of lIer~l1IlD: &:co" and John Murey hav<; e:.:am
ned tI •. e ,~,?e and consldermg ,t a maUer.?elonging exdusirely 

t? the Jud.czary ask.to-be illscharged fi'oln It, finther considera. 
t,on. E. T. Il.RANCH, Chairman. 

Mr. Branch from the same committee, to whom was refe.·, 
re.d the petition of Alexande,' Walsl., repo,·ted the following 
Jomt re,olution. . 

RestJ/ved, by the senate arid house of representative, of the 
republic of .'I'e>;". in congress assembled, That tbe auditor be 
",uthorized 10 a,uiit the claims of Alexander Walsh, a1lowiog 
hi," "t the rate of ,$1,200, per annum, for the time he served a~ 
clerk in the war department. ' 

Mr. Branch from the same committee, to whom was refer· 
red the petition of Samuel ~fuJlock, made the following 

." ".'- R.E. V.o.:R T:.· .. ' ,', 
TlIc'commiu"c of: clai.ttlS lI#I.ir atcOtmts, to whom war reo 

~~~iQA',m;.~<ilJI'~l<.: "';UBIf mao mcolor, 
prnymg;/ot A'bcad",,;gbt~ ... Ildjj'dIe;a"'ei.nderconsideration. 
and deeming it impossible to take an:1'flction • ., the petition ask 
t. be discharged from its further consideration. 

EDWARD '1'. BRANC~I, Chairman. 
Thfr. Branch, from the same commiUee to whom w:tS rf"ft'r

reu the petition of George 'Y. Poe, lIlade the following 
REPORT: 

. The committee on daims ana accounts, to whom was re
ferred tbe petition of George ·W. I'oe late payma,ter, have ex· 
amined the same, and recommend the passage of the following 
resolution. 

Resolved, 'by the Senate and House of Representatives of 
the republic of Texas, in Congress assembled, That the tUHhtor 
be authorized to settle the accounts of G. \V. Poe, according to 

n:isting laws: 
. Which was read a first time. 

!\{r. Branch from the ,arne committee, to whom Wa, ref"r· 
red the petition of Milton Irish, made the following 

REPORT: 
The committee on claims and accounts, to ,vhom was l'e~ 

ferred the petition of Milton Irish, have e~aminetl the "t~C, and 
are of opinion that the 1a\V~ amply pro.vlde lor the rchd asked 
for and that no action of thlS congress IS necessary on the peh
tio~. They therefore' ask to be dischar,~"d froln its further con' 
,iJcration, E. T. BRANCH, Chairman. 

14 
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lIfr. Branch from the same committee, to whom was refer· 
red the petition of White and Bradford, made the jj,llowing 
.. REPORT: 

The committee on claims and accounts, (0 whom was refer
red the petition of 'White and Bradford, have examined thesa~e
.and being fully sati5fi.d of the correctness of the same, have m
structed me to offer the following resolution. 

E. T. BRANCH, Chairman. 
Resolve,d, by the senate and house of representative.s of the 

republic of Texas in congress assembled, That th.e audItor be 
authorized to, audit the accouuts of Mess .... 'Vhlte and Brad-
ford. . 

The joint resolution was read a first time. 
Mr. Rraneh from the same committee to wbom Wa! refer

Ted the petition of John H. Harry made the following 
• REPORT: 
The committee on claims and accounts, to whom waS re" 

ferred the petition of J obn H. Harry, praying tbat interest may 
be allowed him on his treasury drafts, as it was for casb ad· 
vanced, have had the same under consideration, and deem it in· 
ex.s:iant tel gralii the prayer .,r i;he petitioner. unle •• the same 
h '~ ..... _ten~t? all those similarly $ituate4: 

',.E. 1'. B1,l.ANCH, Chmrman. 
On motion of Mr. lhJrer of Austin the petition was refer

red back to the committee of claim, and accounts, with instruc
tions to report a bill granting the prayer of the petitioner_ 

Mr. \Vhite from the commiitce on enrolled bills made tbe 
r..llowing 

REPORT: 
The following acts and resolutions have been approved by 

(he president. 
Ist. "An ad to incorporate the trustees of 'Vashington 

College." 
2d. "Joint resolution requiring tbe Attorney General to reo 

port next se"ion of congress." 
3d. "Joint resolution relating to elections for depopulated 

districts." 
4tb. "An act to incorporate the town of Nacogdoches, and 

other towns tberein named." 
5th. "Joint resolution requiring the president to appoint a 

.ecretary of legation to tbe Emba .. y to England." 
lith. "loiot resolution rCipectiog mail route •. " 
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7th. "An act for the relief of James Erwin and otbe'a/ 
8th. "An act to legalize c~r(ain marri~ges, til Dl'llride (oJ 

the celebration of marriage" and {or other pUJcPos<i8.~ 
Mr. Branch from the ,elect committee, to ... hieb ,..as refer: 

red the president'. message of tbe· 16th ultimo, respecting the 
loans negotiated in New Orleans, in Januar,r.tIl36;by the TeJi1 
ian commi.';"oers, made the following ... 

REPORT: .• ' 
. The seleel committee to whom was referred tbe message: of 

the president in regard to the loans negotiated in New Orleans; 
by Onr comnlissioner, beg leave to report, 

'That the committee have earnestly endeavored to make a 
sati.factor, adjustment of the.loan.of $.~OOO, but bave. failed: 

Theage!1tof th.fl>l~.daitns, rhleJerd!e: lMdiied· (huiid 
op",aF.»tI.· ~.li\WItW .. ,eraS of. . 18rid;". "''It .boHli! for 
a~ .. ,' . . .. ~W~MI ctjiltract: 
1'ii'e ~6~,,· :fi)l'oNfie intention of 
the cabinet to allow them that amount as a bonus, and tbereforll 
cannot accede to the demand of the agent, in consequence of 
which they ask to be discharged. , 

E. T. BRANCH; Chairman. 
The committee was accordingly discharged from the fur

ther coosideratilln of the subject. 
JIlr. Branch moved the di.pdsition of tile following resolu

tion. 
Resol-ved, That 'this Muse" wllJ Dot adjourn untill the offi-

cers contemplated in the land bill are appointed. . 
Which "as rejected. . ' 
Resolved, by the Senate and House of Representalives oT 

the Repblic Texasin C.jogress a~sembled, That the ,ecret~ry of 
state be a"tharizedto have pubhshed, at the expense Ofthl' gOY' 
crnuitat, jive ·llUlldred copies of the journals of botb hou,es of 
congress, and two thou,and copies efth" colonization law8 of 
the general congress of Mexico, and of the ,ta.te ·of Coahllillt 
and Texas; of the acts and decr~es and reso/ullons of the con' 
,ullnlion of 1835, and ofthe ordmances and decrees of the pro
vYSion"! council of 1835 and 1836, of the conv.nlioo of March,. 
1836, and the act. and joint rcsa.llltion, of this congrcss;-and' 
tbat Ire furnish e"ch memlle'r of th .. congrc .. the several judg~s; 
,ustice.; c1rrks,and ,hetitfs of this republic with a copy of each;-
. ROWE. 

Which being read a fi,.,t time, 
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On motion of Mr. 'White, the Slst rule was 5u6peuded, and 
the resolution put on it. second reading. 

Mr. GaDt moved to strike out all except the "act" re,olu
tions and journals, of this congreess."-which was rejected, and 
the 5'lst rille being further suspended, the resolution was read a 
third time and paned. . 

On motion of Mr. Allen of MIlam the house proceeded to 
the election of an enrolling clerk. 

The Speaker p":,scnted to t~~ house tbe name of John Mc
Creary, and 1;herebemg no 0l'po!lltIon, Mr. CrearJ was declared 
duly elected, and was sworn Into Qffice by the Speaker. . 

.'Xhe,Speaker laid ,befnre the house a letter from the aud,
tor,wbicli,onhlotion or Mr. Baker of Austin, was referred to 
the committee on the state ofthe republic. 

On motion of Mr. Rowe the house took up lhe message of 
the .president, received on the 4th inst assigning his reasons a
gllinst the act fur the relief of (hose wbo have lo,t property du
ring the war. 

On,moti"n of Mr. Hooper i\.wilS ,'.' 
~.-'1'lJat the bill be d<l1r reClllllli,dered .an" put 00 ils 

fitM~~\",,:~,~ues"lo.dhe aye!. aM: noes were order-
ed to-be'rce;"l1~ " . "c, .. c,.. . ' .,v 

Mr. Gant asked to' hif'M-cuseil fibm voting, beTiev'iilg i! Ie 
be out of order to take tbe yote now. 

The Speaker said he could not be excu,cd. 
The house had ordered the vote 10 be taken, and tbere 

would not be a quorum without him. 
He appealed to the house, and the decision of the chair 

was sustained. 
Mr. Cl:enoweth also asked to be excused from voting, which 

was not granted. . 
The question was tben put,-"Shall the bill pass notwith

standing lbe president's objections?" 
Those who voted in the afrirma!ive wcre, Messrs. Spfl!lker, 

Baker of Aust;n, Baker of Matagorda Billingsl), Brush .• ~
son, Cartwright, Hill, Wbite,-O. 

't~ wbo voted in tbe negative were, Messrs. AlleD ofMi
lam, Allen of Nacogdocbes, Boyd, Branch, Chenoweth, Ganl. 
(Mr. G"oL refusing to respolld, his vote was entered in the neg· 
alive, by order of the Speaker,) Hooper, IIoiman, Lewis, Me· 
Kinney, Rowe, 'Ve,l, Wrighl,-13. 

So tile bill di,1 not pass. 
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.Mr. (;:tnt Iiled the following byw'lY of prole,t again$! being 
',ulIlpcllcd to rote. ' 

1 do not vote for the passage of thebill, ,because I IIC1ie,';, 
the proceeding' to be Ullcan&titutional, SillCC the rel,U'naf Ibe 
veto. 

, W. ,W. GANT. 
lIfr. Chenoweth filed the following protelit against being 

compelled to vote. ' 
. I object tO'recording my \'ote on the passage of Ibis bill. 

Flfst, because I beliel'e the decision of the chair is wrong as to 
the stage of the bill. And 5CGondly, that voting Oil the bill 
lVould be s~Dctioning what I conceive would be a direct viola
tion of the ["Uqwil1g words of the 20th and 27th sections of the 
constitutiaQ, whicb .. re in~lle foUqwing words:t"a! "aI/bill, dis
approved hy tIie J!':esidellt~slmllal;aIn f}e P'l'sed"lis ptiJeC!#Ie.d 
inJ¥J • ..st;,!t~'!i,'c~1fJ~ atc{d1Jp,!':h~ ~~A!t~W~:Shll/Jhe read 
~4Iii!eSev~~ ,a".r,"('~' \'\"~c:lJo,U$~.,_~~",clt,je$ Of cmer· 
!;cncy, tw,o thirds oftbe-lI)ei!>bCtli oC!behoiIse, wl)ere the bill 
originated, shall deem it expedient to suspend the rule." 

The Speaker called Mr. Baker of Austin to the chair. 
MI'. ArGher moved that the honse take lip (he bill incorpo

rating the Internal Improvement and Banking Co.mpany, which 
"'as not agreed to. 
, '011' n'fotion i;f Mr. Rowe the bpuse took up the bill to raise 

a publi<: revenue by directta,l:anon· The bill being on iI, 'c
conJ readin .. , on motion of ,Mr,,' Bn.neh lhe'honse resolved itself 
into commiltee of the whole on the bill, Mr. BJ:illlchin the chair, 
anJ after some time spent therein, th" cOJllmitteo oftbe whole 
arose, reported the ~iJJ wi:h ame~dmenb, and were <liscllarged 
from its further conSIderatIon. 

On motiD,n of Mr. Baker of Austin the house adjourned 
until 4 o'clock. 

·4 O't.'LOCKt P.ll. 

The honse met pursunnt to "djo~rnmc~t. .'. 
l\Ir. Allen of Milam in the chaIr, oWlOg to the lOdlSllOSI-

lion of tbe Speaker. 
On motion of Mr. Rowe the house resumed the considera-

lion of the bill to raise a public revenue by direct (axation. 
Mr. Rowe moved "the indefinite po;tponcrnent of the bill: 
On whic;.h qu~stion the ayes Rod noes were ordered; 
Mr. McKinney, asked to be excused from voting on the 

qut:'stion,-.wilich was refused hy (he !Joust'. 



!\IJ 

The question was then taken on the iudcfini:e pestpone· 
ment of tlw bill. 

Those who voted in the affirmative were, lIIessrs. Baker of 
Matagorda, Boyd, Hill, Hooper, Holman, Lewis, McKinney, 
Rowe,Wright.-9. 

Tbose who voted in the negati,-c were l'tIes!rs. ~p.eaker, 
Allen of Milam, Allen of Nacogdoches, Arnold, BIllmgsly, 
Brantb, Chenoweth, Cartwright, Gant, Geraghty, Roman, 
We.t,--13. 

So tlte bill was indefinitely postponed • 
. i)u motio\) of Mt'. B'l'anch the ~ection providing for the ap' 

tit~~ti.l>..r ""Ulleton was.$trieken Ollt. 
"-OIl trlotiollof Mr/Gant the words "valued inventory," was 

slricken out, so as to make the asse.sors, instead of the citizens, 
value the property. 

Mr. Branch then moved tbat the bill' be indefinitely Fos t• 
poned :-but before the question was taken, 
, On motion of Mr. Chenoweth the hOllse agreed to reeo,," 
sider the vote just taken. ,.-

.T~ il~on then r;,c'n:r,ittg on·.~bgo'!t the woo d "val· 
.~.a.iW.~ wel'fl-.Orllered'. ' .. ' . 

'-'-'I'h~~ ~'~ ~1lliliodiltliv;! w~e-;Mmil'1!> Baker of 
Matagorda, Brush, l'lurtlb<tm, Gant, Geraghty, Hill, Holman, 
},ewis, Howe, 'Voite, Wright,-l I. 

Those who voted in tlle llcg'utivc werc~ 1\{cso;rs. Spe.3~~r, 
Allen o{Milam, Allen of Nacogdoches, A"lOld, BilliAgsly, Bilyd, 
Branch, Chenoweth, C:1I'twright, Hooper, McKinney, Roman, 
Wcst.-13. 

So the IlOuse determined not (0 strike out the word "v.,· 
ucd." 

. -On motion of Mr. Rowe the bouse stnlck oul that parI rna· 
kwg the/law applicable only to persons who had arrived in tloc 
tonntry, on or previous to the 1st of ItJarch last. 

On motion of Mr. Branch, "Ihirty dollars," the tal< 0/1 

';i'al'erns, were stricken out, and 
_. On motion of Mr. Geraghty "one hundred dollars," IVcre 
msru'ted. 

On motion of Mr. Branch "tax of one dollar per head. 
u:as laid on caltlc and horses, in Ihis country, belonging to for
clgners. 

_ A mcs;agc IV"" receiv~d from tbe senale, by the scvetary. 
with a resoJution passed in ~r>rrct sCbsioli. 



III 

, Mr. Boyd rnoveil an arneDdrnent (0 the revenue Lill, lay. 
lIlg a poll lax of one .rollar pcr head on all Ii'ee wllitemlile per
sons, over twenty-one years of age, and under lift, live 'yeur., 
Mr. Brn.b moved to con6netbe tax to unmarried men which 
Was rejected. ., 

On motion of Mr. _ Gant ~ f~x of one ~nd one half per cent, 
o~ that amount of capItal paId In, wa. laid on nil cl)rporations 
'nth banking privileges. . ' 

On motion ef Mr. J{owe the the 51st rule Was sngpended, 
and the bill lVas read a third time, and 

The question being ",hall the bill paSs I" 
The ayes and noes were ordered; 

_ Those who voted'in. the affirmative, were ~Iessrs. Allen of 
MIIam,.ABen pf ~aeoJlilocli~, BiI'Iingsly; Branch, Cbenoweth. 
Cartwngbt, G~.(y~~, w.e~JI7'-IO..; '! . " ' 

•• ~. ,. W'fjl).: vot9dl.1! t.l.ie'll.',~ .. tive, were ¥~.,",.,.rrno1d,Ba
k~'O(,~ta",nfj)! lJoydi t1umb;m\.Gant, 1f,'lJ,IIoopel', HoI
Alan, tewu; McRin""y, J{owe, 'White', Wrigllt,-13. 

So the bill was rejected. 
A message was received from the senate, by the secretary, 

with a bill which had passed that body, authorizing the secreta" 
ry of the treasury to appoint surveyors &c, and 

A resolution authorizing the attorney general to purchase 
cer"';n books for too use Gf the go.,erament. 

On motion of Mr. Archer the hOlise went into secret se.
sion on the private resolution.received from the Benate, and the 
doors were closed. 

When the doors were again opened, a message WltS received 
from the senate, by the secretery, with a resolulion .'iuth06zing 
the president to leave the seat of government for .tlnrty days, to 
organize and set OR foot the corps of mounted gunmen. 

lIfr, n<loper moved that the hou~e adjourn until to-morrow 
mornin, at ten o'clock, which was r~)ected: and 

On motion of Mr. Brush the house adjourned IIntilB n'clock 
fhis evening. ' 

8 O'CLOCK, P. M. 

A qQorum not meeting, the members present adjourned Uft-

til to-morrow morning ~t· 10 o'clOCK. t 
' .•. . W. F. GRAY, I'k. 
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'1't:CiD\Y, .loa: GtlJ. Is:~j. 
'fhe hOllSC met pursuant to adjournlllellt. 
Twcllty.two rnemoers being p,oe.senL 
1\1 ... Branch from the committee on claiml and accounts, t() 

which had heen referred the petition of John II. Harry, witb 
instructions r('ported the following joint resolutIOn~ 

Rc.olv~d by tile seR"le and house or representative, of tile 
republic of Texas in Congress assembled, That the audItor be, 
and he is hereby authorized and required, to take up the drafts 
issued on the treasury. in favor of John H. Harry, and issue neW 
ones drawing interest, at the rate of ' ten per centum, from the 
lirat of September last. , 

'Which beillg read, on motion of Mr. Baker of Austin the 
51.t rule was suspended, and the resolution read a second time. 

Mr. Boyd offered an amendment, extending the benefit of 
the resolution to all persolls similarly situated; which was reJec· 
ted. ' 

On motion of }Ir. Baker of Austin the 51st rule was furth
er suspended, the joint resolution read a third time, 'lnd p",;cd. 

l\1~",Wharton from th .. select eom~e to whom had been 
~:i>etition of Lomail'Keic;y and B. F. Cage; and cth· 
ers;>'~ ~orporation ... f'Jlo~"' •• Baths, Banks, &c., repqr· 
ted a bIll in conformity' With the ptayer of the petitioners. 

TI,e first reading was dispensed with, ",nd tile bill I'"t onil; 
second reading. 

?n motion of Mr. Billingly the reading was stopped,-Ilnd 
the bIll postponed indefinitely. 

Mr. Grrnt ,uomitted a jOint resolution defining the power, 
of commissioners of roads and revenue. 

On motion of Mr. llillingsly the 51st rule was suspended, 
and the jOint resolution read it ,eeond lime. 

. Mr •. Baker of Austin moved an amendment, requiring the 
dlJcf JU8tIccs, sheriffs, and cl~rks of district and t'QUllty CQurte;, 
(0 r"ide at the county scat; which was rejected. 

On motion of Mr. Branch (he 51st rule was further.nspen· 
ded, th.joint resolulion read a third time, and passed. 

Mr., \Vhite from the committee on enrolled bills returned 
to the house'tllC IJill fol' fimding the pu!>lic debt, which had 
passed bWh houses, with (wo blanks unfilled, viz: 

The salaries of the serond auditor and the comptroller. 
On nJOtion of Mr. Branch (he tirst hlank IVas filled, by fi'· 

ing (h~ qbry ofthc sf!colld auditor tit .ST~!)OO. And 
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, On Ill<>liou of Mr. White the second blank 11'810","" b 
fi~lHg the salary of the comptroller at the same, sum. and,tb~ 
bill was sent to the senate. _ " - 'I' 

, On motion of Mr. Branch tbe bilI for'the fl.>nmnlen'l of the 
auditor, was taken up upon its seeond ,readfng, tbe,Slot rule 
Was suspended, and the bill read a tbird time; aDd p .... ed~

Mr. Wharton, by leave, introduced a biD copcerniiig -aliens 
hOlding lands in Texas; whicb was read, 'and -

On motion of Mr. Billing.ly the 51st rule wlis Idspended 
and the bill read a second time, when , 

On motion of i'lr. White tbe bill was rejected. , - '_' 
On motion of Mr. Roman the bill concerning military 

bounties, beal! rights, &c;, was taken up. on its secondreioding; 
0.. motion 'of M .. Gant it was referred to a select COInmU

tee, with iiistrUctionstO report to-morrow morning. Tbe Speru.. 
er$j>Wi~~Hesm. J7a,t\l1c~ranclJ. andBul'/l~~_ tI)e~if.: 

~~~l';l;i.sf¥cip~ ~!tIlii"·; ""'fU.e te~re'-', 
announcing tbe passage bi die ~afe ~CQncerniri~. 
lBiralty courts. Also, ' ' 

A joint resolution requiring agent. of government to give 
bond: and 

A joint resolution authorizing sheritl's to rent houses for pri· 
son" emyloy goards &c. 

On motion of Mr. White the Joint resolution respecting 
fees of attorneys, was taken up. on its second reading. 

00 motion'of Mr. White the,51st rule was .uspended, tbe 
joint resolution read a third time, and passed. 

The Speaker called Mr. BilIing.ly to tbe chair. ,., .' 
Mr. White moved tbat the hon"" take up the bill to estnb-, 

H.h county boundaries, which was refused -by the honse. 
The joint resolution from the senate, "requiring all agents 

of government to give, bond and security for the faithful per" 
formanee of their duties," was taken up and read. On motion 
of Mr. White tbe rule was furtber s",,'mded, tbe joint resol11-, 
tion read a. third time, and passed. ., 

Thejointre,0luti9n from tbe senate authoriaing ,heriff. to, 
rent hou.es for prisons, employ guards, &c., was taken up a~ 
read. , 

On motion olMr. Branch, the, 51s1 rule was s",pended~,*, 
the joint resolution read a second time: the rule Was furtber sue
pended, and the joint resolution read a tbird time, and I'",.ed. 

15 
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The hill from the scnate concerning admiralty courts, IVa' 
i'lkeD up and, read. 

On motioll. of !\lr. Branch the 51st rule was suspended,and 
tire bil\ read a second time • 
. . ' On motion of Mr. Archer, the rule was further .uspended, 
~,~!:~d a third time, and p~sscd • 

. . OG motion of Mr. Arnold It was 
, &uhed, That the bill establishing the county of ~ouston, 

Wit& 'ftl,; accompanying petition, referred to the comnuttee on 
~unty bouqd¥,>eB, be wi~hdrawn from that committee, and ,..,. 
ferre<t t ~c:rnittee ,of three, with instructions to re-

~n, , ~~:a~~~inted M~. Arnold, Wharton and 
e, etil!l~ttee, and on m~tioD,l"lr. Gant was added to 

\t-. ' ' 
. The petition for the establishment of the county of Fort 
\'<;n\k ,~h.e ~wo,petitions from Washington, respecting that c""n
tt,., !'~~ the bill Ilefining county boundaries, were severally, on 
~.n:, referred'io the same committee • 
. . ~." Th" ~old,'l:then ttlokuptbe )JUt fro,,\ these~ate, aathori
~11.1 tIie ~"eftbe ~I\'"! t!J appolllt surveyors ltc, res-
~~~ 0{ GllIv<)ston.. , ' , ~, , . 
'., ' ~~~~liliUed and tlte bill'pdt~ds Be-
fondre~lDg. "~ , 

On rno,tion of Mr. Gan! it was laid on the table. 
A JDe&sage was received from the senate, hy the secretary. 

aDDoIJDcing that the senate had stricken from the bill for tbe 
government of the audita, aH but the enading clause, and that 
tbe senate had conclIrred with the house in filling the blanks in 
*he bill for funding the public debt., ' 

" Thejoint resolution from th" senate, authorizing tbe attOr
ney.genenu'to procure ,ceriain books (or tbe lise of the govern
t;n,e~t; \Vtq taken up and read a first time. 

, On motion of Mr. White the 51st ru)e was suspended, the 
~llItion read a ,eeond and third time, and adopted. 
. "./>. ll1essage WaS received {tom the senate annollncitlg lbe 
~n~ ~I that body in, the jOillt resollJH\lD 1'especting fees 

On motion of Mr. Baker of Austin the house adjourned un .. 
f,il4 o'clock thJ;j Mtcl't1oon., ' ., . ' 
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The house met pursuant to adjQ\Il~D!llano. ,,'.,' ., . 
Twenty·two members present.' '. .'",.' ," 
Mr. Geraghty submitted the folh>widg' ~t. tO:the ~ 

supplementary. to an act, entilled "an a~t ~b1wu. .. ',...... 
al land office, in the repabA<; of Texas," passed 22nd JJeCedlRI'j 
1836, wbich he desired to have "nt8l'fl~ Q!l:tbe jOllI!aaL 
/I[f. Speahr and genllcmenif IIiie MljE8 .frtpretl."I1J._'~ ,. , 

1 deem it my duty as well to myself, "" to m11011M jj£,iIi:i/<. 
01 obligation resulting from my sollllDD .~th.to elltet wfIat I 
deem a constitutional prot'lSt ag&nst Qeftaln ,enactment. of the 
supplementary act to the land 'bill, OJ) tl>e 80leDlil faitboC tiJfl 
of its co-ofC/inate bra!!ch<)ll, O\Ir gP:vl'I'nlJjjjPt ClOIistiMilinall, 
passed a land bill, duri!,g last session, with ,..u,~ p,M,~ 
t',",!li:.' -pta, ~,Ae':~,,,~b!lIlY J"",.t/¥! je;fiI""'eeillould 
.·.pw/"tJ~.'#>II~4y."t;~""t'.i1,jjj~ 
.,Te", ... nelv<:lilla:.-~ <If dtetrlilted States; whose 
sympathies ¢Stained i1s Ml'illglil!"alOSI perilous Uate of our ex' 
istence as an Independent repllbhc;tbl't fromand.after the firat j 

day of January, emigratiM ,hould be encouraged by the dona· 
tion of Iwdve hundred and eighty !ieres of land to roamed per' 
sons, and six hlln<lred aud forty acres to unmarried pel'lons: 

&,,~ .\lad wr ucliber"tio)ls and maiorc O/linloos, Ib ... 
~ust3iDed bl la.w, re1Whe<l the jJuited St<lles, inducing numerous 
families to abandon tbeir peac~fulhomes,.iB ,triet rellanee on our. 
plighted faith, to pa.rticipate with us in the tuture stniggles of 
our country, when on their landing, we meet ..them with ,onr 
supplementarv act, and generously inform thiJiD·that the $Glemli 
declaration .of our legislators was,,> trivial ill 'Our estimation; 
that we thought proper to change our opinionsj and would no": 
give tbem nothing. That we since found ,out what w~ were 
theojgnorant,of; namely, that we had not sufficient telTltorytd 
justify our liberality, altliQ'we did ~ot besitate til dedare that" 
our public dOlTialn could gol be settled ,n fortt years, after the'! 
li1uidation of all our goverilment.dalros.. ,And we now,in imJ.i;t 
tation of the ap~slate Santa Anna, wbo called forth the exe._ 
tions of 'the world by daring to trample 0'11 a constitution whieltd 
he hiomself bad rati/ied; do tbe, samej and even under circum': 
stailces less jiJsti6.alilc, inasmlich aswe ungratefully deeeiveOllf", 
kindest friends, and return tbein contu'roely and contempt fot"i 
their sympatllies and assistance; _ while We im~e on ours4.'-' 
the marks of ccnsU're, for onr leVIty and bad f,,,th. , 

This prC/!~st I claim, as a constitlltional right, 16 be recoN; 
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ded on tbe journal. of this hou,e, thai I, at Icast, moy be e"
empted from tbe criminality of participating in what ~ unhcs!
!atingl1 pronounce violated faith, and u?pardonablc leVIty; hav
inc no intere.! desirable from Ihe motIves that hav~ soggested 
tlte 1Iupplemedtary act. 

" . JOHN GERAGHTY. 
On motion of Mr. Billingsly the joint resolntion from the 

senate authorizing the president to leave the scat of government 
lorthmy da1.,.10 ()rganize and sct on foot the corps of moon ted 
gunmen, was taken "I', and 

0 .. motion of Mr. Billingsly tbe 51st rule 'lVas suspended, 
and, the joint re.olntion read a second time. ' 

.The rule was further ... spended, the joint rcS<tlution read a 
third time, and paosed. 

The following message was received Irem the president, 
by Mr. Richardson, bis private secretary • 

. ' Executivf- Department, 1 
. City of Houston, J .. ne 61h, 1837. S 

GBJr.l'LEItBN op 'l'IIB SENATE AN]) 

HaUSH 0" REI'ui!sBNTA ..... v!<S • 
. ,)·,l'~·"""",,,rcaUing to YODr' attention the co!!ditien of 

the subsrstence andqUliI'tl!r:muter's department of th.s' govetl!
IDent. The inclosed documenl will exhibit the amount of lia
hilities that must be immediately met, or the credit of the gov
ernment will be entirely de3troyed. 

I would ha,'e laid the subject before your honoraMe bOOy. 
at an earlier day, had it been in my power to ha,'e acquired the 
information desirable. 'Without the interposition of congress 
the situation of the country must be truly deplorable. 

The government was unable, upon its own credit, to ob
tain the supplies absolutely necessary to the emergencies of the 
army. The executive has been compelled to give his individu
al obligation for supplies for the army, endorsed by some of the 
honorable members of your body. This was done at a time 
When a part of the army was in an actual state of mutiny, from 
want of every kind of provisions. Galveston Island would have 
been deserted bad not this course been pursued. 

Since the commencement of the cOllstHutional government, 
no public officer ba. received any ",Iary. Their personal e~
pense. are great, from the fact of their having to pay'ltn exorbi
tant price for board. Theirindividual mean' are quite exh,""5-
ted. They havo tendered me re,i~n"lion' from time to hme, 
induced by their adn".l n~~""9'"itif'~. i,~tnnrl;!~.n: j-() (,qr"uc. ~omc nfh· 
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e~ cour~e Ih~t tbey mig!,t obtai." the t!leans of ilUbsi.!e~ce •. T!le 
Executove, .mce he has come lnlo office, bas roccivecl into tbe 
t.-easury, and disbursed, only five hundred dollars forprovisioos 
of the troops. Under these circll/llstances,your honorable boo 
dy. must be aware of the absolute necessity of some ~rovisioll. 
bemg made to sustaio the country; aod the aid which it is in 
your powct to give, is most sincerely and earnestly inToked, 

SAlIf. HOUSTON.· 
On motion of Mr. Brilnch tbeme~ageand report. (rom thli 

quartepnartergeneral and commissary general of subsistance ' 
which accompanied it, were referred to the committee of ways 
and mea.... -

On motion of lIlr/BilIingsly tbe I!jll authorizhig (he secre
tar] o{JII.e~. *"._ ...... tlit!. - ldAAd of Galve.toilto bd'Sur· 
ve~~".t«~~'pu_ "'lUI taken up. • 

0. JIIOiMI ~ .r.~~~1t was so Bmcnded as to in
clude a1l the 1.lalla! 6ftlie'tilpulil{c ill lheprorisiOllllforfhcsale 
of Galveston, at the discretion b('thesfi,r~iil'!f(e t~8ury. 

On motion of Mr. Billingsly the 51st role waS su'pend"ejl, 
tbe bill as amended read a third time and passed, 

The joint resolution, suspending executions, wal5 taken up 
on its second reading. lIfr. 'White submitted" substitute, which 
waS adopted. 

00 motion of Mr. "Allen of Nacogdoches, it Was referred 
to tlie committee on tile judiciary, with ill.tructio~s to report to. 
morr.ow morning- . 

A message was received from the se.nnte! by the ~ecretary, 
announcing the concurrence of the senate 10 the lllll for (he 
'~Jrvey an<l sale of Galveston Island, &c., &~. • 

The bill for the government of the audItor, returned frolll 
(he senato wit/) an amendment, waS then taken up and consi,'. 
credo .The amondment waS to strike out all after the cnading 
clause. On motion of Mr. Branch the house disagreed to the· 
amendment of the senate. 

The engrossed bill prescribing the proof.nec~ssary to admit 
deeds &c., to record was taken up, read a thIrd hme, and pass
ed. 

A message was received ft·.om th? .cnale, by the sccretary, 
communicating a joint resolullon fixUlg the uounuancs of the 
county of JefferS-on. 

On motion of Mr. Branch, the joint resolution authorizing 
the president to send an agent to the. United States, to settle 
with the agents for (he .ale of land scnp &c., WaS taken uP' 
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On.motion of Mr. Allen of Nacogdocbes, the said reooioi
/.ion was laid on the table; and' 

On motioll of the same the houie went into secret session, 
on the state of the republic." "_ 

The doors being open, Mr. Wlnte moved a reconslde~tior1 
of th~ vote rejecting the bill for the bene6t of penons ID tbe 
United States, owning land. in Texas before tbe adoption oithe 
constitution. The motion was carried and the bill referred to 
tloe committe.e on the judiciary. 

On motion of Mr. Geragltty, the vole rejecting the biIl!o 
,"ise a revenue by direct taxation was reconsidered, and the bill 
nial" 'put upon its third reading. . " 

, ." On motion of Mr. Baker of Matagorda the house adjourn
e«'until to.morrowmorningat 10 o'clock. 

. W. F. GRAY, Cl'k. 

, . WEDNESDA.Y, JUNE 7th, 183'7 • 
. The house met pursuant to adjournment • 
. Twenty-two ,niembers prescnt. , 

'. A message Was received from tl>e .e·na,t~JJ' tho Secretar,.; 
_~ ~.I1~~e of a bill auiliorizin"g &obert 'ViI$In ta 
posscss the saoo.~ef8; fiit~,!gRe~Fiab 'Bar in G1l1velItm. Ua;!" 

1Ifr. Wharton prese'Otea a report from General Thoma! 
J .lferson Chambers, accompanied hy sundry documents •. 

On motion of Mr. lVharton the report and documents were 
referred to a select committee. . 

The speaker "ppoiuted Messrs 'Vharton, Roman and Bil
lingsly, the committee. 

lIIr_ Roman from the committee on military affairs, to wbom 
was referred a letter of R. 1\f. Coleman, made tbe following 

REPORT: 
The c6mmittee on military aID,irs to whom .... as. referred 

the petition of R. 1\1. Coleman have had the Same under coo
sideration, submit the following I'eport and ask to be dischargeli 
{rom the Iilrther consideration of the subject. 

~our_ committee arc ofopinioll that cangrcss is not th<; I?ro. 
pcr tnbunal toeecidc upon the innocence or guilt 01 the peliti,m' 
cr. 

His c?mplaint dgain,! the executive, of being iJtegally co!,
fined by 1118 orders, and dellied a t rial, appears to Jour commIt
tee to be true, and that no circumstances would hafe justs6ed 
Ihe detention of the petitioner ill confinement, without a trial, 
if it W"S III the power of government 10 have rendered him jus-
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tice in the manlier prescribed I>y .the lalY'. Any deciaifHl how
ever, b, congress on this suhject, except in case ofimpeachmeftt 
of the. president, would be an eJ> parle ".,ceeding, IIn<l<"n a,
oumphyn of power DB the part of the legi&lativc. branch of tlliil 
government. 

Under article 188 of the U oited States' army rule. and reg. 
ulations, the petitioner can have red res' for any supposed lnju. 
ry by a saperIor officer. 

On motion of !\fr. Baker of Austin, the report was laid Oft 
the table. . 

Mr. Allen of Nacogdoches, from the committee of· ways 
and means, reported "a bill to authorize the iS3uing of promiso 
sor, notes of the government." 

o. motion 0,£ .Mr. Baker, the 51st rule was suspended and 
the resolWiOll:read.a_nd time. ' . 

- - ,0a1POtioiI_tbualllidheI1!iUwa8-lImended by adding, nf. 
ter.,.....~~l~;Ufe;1WMds .'!and-munitioIU of II"IJ"." 
• ,:j1llfIGaot' oflioi<;dHl 8ubslitut<r JOt jflMj.#lll·~lI, wbich 
was rejected. _ _ ' .' '. ,. 

!\fr.' Hooper moved that, the minimum price of land 00 
fixed at One dollne per acre, which wns rejected. 

}lr. Geraghty moved that it be seventy.five cenb, wl,ich 
was also rejected. 

On motion oCMr. Baker of Austin, the mimimum price was 
fix ed at /ifty. cents. 

Mr. Geraghty moved an atIl<lodment, providing th.t tho 
scrip should not be located. within thirty miles of the 'ea cost, 
Which was rejected. 

On motion of Mr. Allen of Nacogdoches the libt rule waa 
further SUlipeoded, and on the que,tion, 

"Shall the bill pass I" 
The ayes "nd noes were ordered. 
Those who voted in the affirmative were, Messrs, Spellker, 

Allen of Milam,AII~n of Nacogdoches, Arnold, liaker of Aus
tin, Baker of Matagorda, Billingsly, Boyd, Brush, Chenoweth, 
Cartwright, Hill, Hooper, Lewi" McKiuney, Roman, '\Ve.t, 
Wharton, White,-19. 

Those who voted in the negative were Messrs. Branch, 
Burnham, Gant, Geraghty, Holman •. Wrigbt,-G. 

So tho bill was passed. 
Mr. Gant from the committee 1)0 naval affairs, to whom 

wasre-eommitted the petition of F. T. 'Veils, rcpolted a bill 
.regulating the pay of pursers in lhc navy, which was reall l\ 
first time •. 
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On motion of MI'. 'Vharton the ,ji<t rule wa, su,pended, 
and the bill read a second time. 

on motion of Mr. Geraghty the rule Was further sospen· 
dcd, and the bill read a third time and passed. 
"./" Mr. \Vhite from tl:c committee on c.nrollcd bills reported, 
that the following acts had recci,-ed the approbation of the 
president and had become laws, \-iz: , 

"An act authorizing the consolidation and fundmg of the 
pu blic de ht." 

"A joint resolution for the relief of free persons of c"loor." 
"A·sceret resolution." 
".:\ joint resolution requiring the auditor to audit the ac· 

counts of J. Bryant and S. Francoi •• " 
Mr. Allen of Milam from the committee on the state of 

the repuhlic, to which had been referred the letter of the all' 
ditor of public accounts, reported a joint resolution for the rc· 
lief of J. W. Moody, auditor, which being read, on motion of 
Mr. AlleQ of Milam the 5Ist rule was suspended, and the joint 
rCSl>lution read a second time. . 

Or. motion of Mr. Branch the rule was further snspended, 
the joint resolution read a third time and passed. 

-,··Hr, Arnold; from the select committee to'whichthesubject 
had b<en referred, reported _ a bill establishing the COllutJ of 
Houston, which being read.coD 1lIDtiOn of 1\[r. Arnold the 51st 
rule \I'as slJi;pended and the bill read a second time. 

1\[,. Gant offered an amendment in relation to (he county 
of Washington, which was rejected. 

The rule was then further suspended, the bill read a third 
time and passed. 

On motion of Mr. Baker of Austin the joint resolution {roPl 
the senate, defining the boundaries of Jefferson county, was tao 
ken up and read a first time; and on motion of the same, the 
51st rule Was suspended, tbe joint resolution read a second and 
third time, and passed. 

A message was received from tbe senate, by the secretary, 
c?mm?nicating a joint resolution which had passed tbat.~; 
clirectmg the mode of authenticating deeds and otber mBttU
ments of writing. . 

T,he following message \Va. received from the president, b, 
Mr. RIchardson his pri"ate secretary. 
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- EXCClttl1iC Department, l 
City of Houston, 7th June, 1837. 5 

GENTLEMEN OF l'HE SENATE AND 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES: 

. In reply to your resolution of the 26th ultimo, making cn. 
qUIrY upon what autbority I stalioned soldiers upon the Sabine, 
.&c., I have the honor to state, that the post of Galvestoll was 
In a "late of mutiny, in consequence of the want of provisions, 
and that complaint was made to the executive that persons, who 
were disaffected towards tbe government, were driving all the 
cattle over the Sabine, out of the country, to prevent thegov. 
ernment from getting beef cattle to supply the rlifferent post: 
and upon these representalions the executive thought it Mst 
that persons should be stationed on or near Ihe Sahine, 10 prc· 
vent the citizens of the county from dri ving tbe cattle out of Ihe 
countr,r, aDd !htirebydeprivio,g us, oflhe' means of furnishing 
our, army with beef; and that as lo'ng 'as 'we' fij)f)re/lend an iava· 
1Ii'.'!'>ilnd t;xpe'Ct~CI •• UPply o~,armj With tb;"beefin the <;OWl-. 
try, 'We must have a.gual'd to.kcep,~fhecn!1le lh the country. 

The quarter master genera! 'has "contmcted for five bundred 
beeves, in Shelby county,.which wnI he sullicent to supply Ihe 
p'o,ent wants &f the army: but we will he deprived of these, if 
there be no guard to preventcattle from being driven oul of 
the country. 

The scarcity of supplies in Tcx~s exisls to all extent thai 
cannot be anticipated. The e"cculive has taken particular 
pains to ascertain,. as near as possible, the number of beeves in 
tbe country, and he is compelled to believe tlmt, out oflhe coun· 
ty of Liberty, there does not exist five hundred that conld be 
proeUt·cd. Six hundred troops arc to be immediately armed 
and provisioned, independent of those Ihat will be in (he main 
army. Our vessel; of war, have 10 be supplied from Galveston, 
with beef. ~ Where (bere arc nO bre~d stuffs, lhere is much 
meat consumed. It requires three pounds am1.. half per d"y 
for a ration for one man. 

I have thus respectfully submitted to your honorable body 
a rew of the many reasons which could be adduced 10 show why 
I placed guards on the Sabine, to prevent tho,e who might wi>h 
to d-eprh>e the country of means which were C's:scnt.ial to its pre ... 
servation, and I still consider it important t1wl we ;houhl pre· 
,erve all the resources in the rOllntry. 

S.\i\i, HOUHTON. 



On motion of Mr. Baker of Austin the message was laid 
on the hble. 

A message was received from the senate, by the secretary, 
communitating a joint resolution which had passed that body 
ror the release of Texian prisoners. . . 

Also, a bill ••• pplementary to the act c,blbh,hang the coun 
ty of Houston. 

Mr. Gant from the select committee to whom had been 
referred the bill concerning military bounti"s, head rights, &c., 
m,>de the following 

REPORT: 
On motion of Mr. JVharton the joint resolution from the 

.enate for the benefit of Texian prisoners, at Matamoros, was 
taken up, the 51st rule was suspended, and the joint resolution 
read a second and third time, and adopted. 

A message was received from the senate, hy the secretary, 
communicating Ii joint resolution which had passed that body to 
prevent the grazing of cattle in this country, belonging to for· 
eigners. . 

The bill from the s.e nate authorizing Robert Wilson to pos
s.,.. the Sand Keys forming Red Fish Bar, in Galveston Bay, 
was taken up and read a finrt~~: the 51st rule was suspended, 
and the bill put on its second reading. 

On molion of Mr. Baker of Austin the bill was referred 
to the committee on the state of the republic. 

Mr. Boyd submitted the following re,olution, 
Resolved, That the clerk be instructed to infe.rm the sen· 

ate that this house has disposed of nearly all the business now 
before it, and will be ready to adjourn this evening. 

Mr. Branch submitted the following joint resoluti9n. 
Resolved, ~y the Senate and House of Representatives of 

the RepUblic of Texas in Congre,s assembled, That the 
president of the republic be, and he is hereby, authorized to 
carry into effec! the contract made on the first day of Aprill~, 
between the government ad interim of Texas, and Robert Tn~ 
lett and others, by issuing to the parties thereto the land sc".'p 
to which they are entitled under that contract according to .ts 
provisions, and that those of the subscribers to the first loan DC' 

gotiated by the Tcxian commissioners in New Orleans, in Janu
ary 1836, who have not yet become parties to the said contract, 
be allowed to do so according to its conditions and privileges, as 
if it had been originally executed by them. 

The joint resolution was read a first time. 
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The joint resolution from the ,enate concerning a mode 01' 
authenticating deeds and other writings, was taken up and read' 
a first time. . . . 

The joint resolution from the senate to prevent the t;raZ-: 
ing of cattle in this country, belonging to foreigners, was taked 
up and read a first time. 

On motion of Mr. Boyd the 51st rule was suspended and 
the joint resolution put on ilH second reading, . 

Mr. Baker of Austin moved that it be indefinitely postpon~ 
cd, which was lost. . . . 

Mr. Holman moved tbat it be laid on tbe tabie, wbich wai. 
also lost. 

Mr. White moved to strike out all but the enacting clause' 
which was carried. 

On motion of Mr. Roman, tbe joint resolution authorizin 
the president to seDd an agent to tbe United States, to settl 
with the agents heretoC..ore appointed to dispose of land scn 
w ... taken up, on its third rellding, and adopted. . 

On motion of Mr. Roman the joint resolution for the reli 
of Alexander Walsh was taken up on itS' second reading: 
5.t rule was suspended and th~ joint resoluti"n read a third ti 
and adopted. . '. . . 

On motion of Mr. Baker of MaU.gorda the jOin! resololti . 
for tbe stay of executions was taken up. 

Mr. Bak<:f 'of Austin moved tb 'trike out aU after the e 
acting clause: ' Is 

On wbich motion the ayes and noes were ordered; 
And the question .being put, 
Those who voted in the affirmative wete,Messrs. Allen 

Nacogdocbes, ArMld; Baker Of Adstin. Boyd, Bnrnham, H 
er Holman, McKinney, Wesf, Wbarton"-:-lO. . 

, Those who voted in .tbe negative were, Messrt1. Spe~ 
Allen of Milam, Baker of Matagorda Billingsly, Branch, Bru 
Chenoweth, Cartwright, Cant, Getaghty, Hill, Roman, W • 
Wright,-14. . 

So the boose refused to strike odt. 
Mr. Baker of AUitin then olf~red the following proviso, 
Pro.id.d, /wwfwr, ~his resolutlo,n shan not be so ,constru 

3. to impair the obligatlon of any contract made preVIOUS to ... 
l>assa-6:' which tbe ayes and noe,. wer,e ordered. 

'those who voted in the affirmatlve, were Messrs. Allen 
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Nacogdoches, Afllold, Bakel' of Austin, BOJd, Hoo!",r, Holman, 
McKinney, 'Vbarton,-!l. 

Those who voted in the negative, were llIessrs. Speaker, 
Allen of Milam, Bakel' of Matagorda, Billingsly,Brancb,Brush, 
Burnham, Chenoweth, Cartwright, Gant, Geraghty, Hill, Ro
man, ·Wbite,-14. 

So the proviso was rejected. 
Mr. Boyd offered the following amendment, 
Be itfurtherenacted, thai from and after the firstdayof July 

next, no debt contracted by bill, bond, note, Or otherwise shall 
he coerced by any process of law whatsoever,-which was re
jected. 

A message was received from the senate announcing tbe 
concurrence ofthe senate in the'amendments to the bill estab· 
lishing the county of Homton, and the adoption of the joint res· 
olution for tbe benefit of J. IV. Moody, auditor, with amend· 
ments. 

Tbe house then adjourned until 4 o'clock. . 
4 O'CLOCK, P .... 

1il1l,lIloti9n:of .Mr. Branch the 51st rule was suspended,and 
ihe resolutit)ns put on·1beir second reading. . 

On motion of Mr. "Branch the word 'President was stricken 
out of the sccond resolution, and the words '~audiioriaJ depart
ment," inserted. 

]\[y. Baker of Austin mo,·cd ihat Ihe resolulion lie on the 
table until io-morrow, which was rejccted. 

On motion of Mr. Ilranch the Sst, was further suspended, 
the resolution read a second and third time, and adopted. 

A message was received from the senate, by the secretary, 
.communicating the bill authorizing the issuing of promiss~ry 
'notes by the government, whicb had passed the senate WIth 
amendments. 

"A bill regulating the pay of pursers of tbe navy." 
"A joint resolution on the treasurers report." And 
"A joint resolution for the benefit of Texas prisoners," 
Mr. Wright prosented" memorial from James 'V. Pa~ker, 

""king permission to raise 200Umen tt) act against the IndIans, 
and for remuneration for ransoms paid for prisoners, which was 
referred to the committee on Indian affi';r,. 

A message was received from the senate, by the secretary, 
communicating the joint resolution fOl' tbe relief of Alexander 
Wal.h, which had passed the senate with amendments. . 

Mr. Wharlon submitted a joiot resolution for the .af,pomt-
ment of a boad of commissioners to investigate land hI e •• 
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, . The bill fi'om the senate, supplementa .. y to an act estab
hslung the. county of HOUS(Oll, was taken up and rcad~ 

On motion of Mr. Allen of NacogdQ,ches the 51st rule wa~ 
suspended, aud the bill put upou its second reading. 

On motion of Mr. Baker of Austin th~ word "fourth" was 
stricken out of the section, and the word "last" inserted;so as, 
to make it read the "last Mondays in February and August." 

On motion.o f Mr. Alles of Nacogdoches the 51st rule wa. 
further snspended, the bilI as amended rca:! a second and tllird 
time, and passed. 

T~e joint resolution on the treasurcr's annual report was 
taken up, and the senate's amendmentsconcurJ'ed in. 

The joint resolution for th~ relief of J. W. Moody, Wtl' ta-
ken np"and the senat~'s amendments conr:urred in. ... 

T""'joint rcsolu~oJl for the relief of Alexander- Walsb was 
JAkeltup. and ,t)Jc:amendf\1eiJt. ot the Bena!e conturrtld in. 

The joint resolution for the relief of "l'exillln prisoners, at 
Matamoros, was tben taken up, and thearnendment. of the sen
ate concurrcd in. 

A message was received from the S('nale, hy the secretary, 
announcing the concUl'rence ofthc senate in the joint resolution 
/0" the relief of John H. Harry, ,,"d ill the l)ill authorizing the 
issUing ofpro,mis.!;oU" notes h.v the gO\rernmelll. 

On motion of Mr. Baker of Austin the house "djoul'Dcd 
until to-morroW mOl'DiD~ at 10 o'clock. 

W. F. GRAY, Cl'k. 

THURSDAY, JUNE 8th, 1837. 
The house met pursuant to adjournment. 
Twenty-three members present. 
Mr. Whalton asked kave of absence from the house for 

the remainder of the session, being called away on public bu
sines& of an imr$rtaD t nature. 

Mr. Branch presented a propo,al from Niles F. Smith, for 
the purtha,e of the Sand Keys on Red Fish baJ:, in G,dveston 
Bay: . 

Whicb waS referred to the commIttee on the state of the 
repnblic, to whom wasreferred the bill from the ,cnate authori. 
zing Robert Wilson to possess the same property. 

Mr. Billingsly from the ~ommiltcc on 1mli"n affairs, to 
whicb was referred the memorHtI of .J. W. Parker, made the 
following 
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REl'ORT: 
From the c\'idcucc in possession of your committee with re

gard to the character of Mr. l'arker, they think it inexpedient to 
grant Mr. l'arker the authority asked for. Your committee are 
of opinion that much evil might r<sult from empowering sucb 
menta carry 011 war against lhe Indians, without the possibility 
of good. 'Vith regard to the olher petition from the citizens of 
Mustang l'rairie, 've are of opinion every relief has been affor
ded, in the power of this congress. 'Ve have been assured by 
the president, that every exertion would be used to render tbe 
frontier immediate aid, and that, in ca:;e the aid contemplated 
by the bill for the better protection of the northern frontier 
could not be afforded by the fifteentb of July, he would callout 
the militia. 

Mr. Allen of Milam from the committee aD tbe state of tbe 
republic, to which was referred the bill from the senate autbori· 
zing RcYbert Wilson to possess the Sand Keys, forming Red Fisb 
bar, in Galv.eston bay, and the proposals of Niles F. Smith on 
the same subject, made the following, 

. REPORT: • 
The committee on tbe state "r the republic, to whom was 

referred ul?- aet authorizing Robert Wilson to pOSKe .. the Sand 
Keys formmg Red Fish bar, in Galv~ston Bay, and the propo
sals of NIles F. Smith on the same subject, have hild the same 
under consideration, and recommend the postponement of tbe 
finther consideration of said bill, until congress .hall·be ena
bled to obtain more correct information as to the value of tbe 
property in question. 

S. S. ALLEN, Chai~man. 
Mr. Arnold, from the select committee to whom tbe subject 

was referred, made the following 
REPORT: 

The select committee to whom was referred the petition of 
sundry citi~elJs of the county of Nacogdoches, and of Fort Bend 
and 'VashlD~ton county, severally new coull~ies, also the rep?rt 
of the commIttee on county boundaries, definmg the bounda,:," 
of the .everal counties, have had the same under consideratioD 
an~ ~'>ve instructed me to report, that the prayers ofthe,e>'era! 

.. petiti~ners should be granted, and that the bill reported by th 
commIttee on county boundaries is snch a one as the county reo 
quires, and should be adopted. In all crf which your committee 
respectfully ask the concurrence of the house. 

A. ARNOLD, Chairman. 
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. . Mr. Arnold li'om the same committee reported 11 bill e,lab. 
Isbmg the ,county of Fori Bend, which was read the lirst time. 

On motion of Mr. Baker' of Austin the 51st rule was sus. 
pended, and the bill put upon its second reading. On motion 
of the same the first blank in the bi/! was filled ;vith the lirst 
Mondays in February and August, as the terms of the district 
court, tbe rule was then; on motion of the ~ame further suspen. 
ded, the bill read a tbird time, and passed. 

On motion of Mr. Baker of Auslin it waS 
Resol~ed, Tbat a select committee of three be appointed, 

to act with sucb commiltee as may be appointed by the senate, 
to enquire into all matters connected with our In dian relations, 
with full power to send for persons and papers, and to call upon 
the president for information, and that said committee report, 
by bill orotbe~wise, as m"y be deemed expedient. 

M ........ Baker of Austin, Billingsly and AUen of Milam, 
were *l!pointed tbe committee, on the part of the bouse. ' 

Mr. Billingsly, by leave, introdllCed a bill to deline the 
rights of emigrants who arrived in tbe country, between the de
claration of independence and the first of January 1837. 

Wbicb was read a first time. 
On motion of Mr. Branch tbe house went into secret se'· 

sion. 
Tbe lobby was cleared and doors close,d: 
Upon tbe doors being opened, 
On molion of Mr. Hooper the bouse adj9,'1rned until 4 

o'clock. 

4 O'CLOCK, P. M. 

The house met pursuant to adjournment. ., 
A message was received from Ihe senate COIll~umc~iwg ~hc 

following resolution which had passed that body and 10 winch 
tbe coueurrence oftbe bou,e was requested. 

Resolved, That a committee of conference consisting of 
tbree members, be appointed on ~he part of the senale, to act 
with a like committee to be appomted on the part oCthe house 
of representatives, for the purpose of ma~ing an expl"nal?ry 
amendment to tbe bill entitled "an act to raise a revenue by 1m· 
post duties." . . 

Also, a secret resolutIon: and announcmg the concurrence 
of the senate in the resolution from the hOHse rcspecting Indian 

·depredati09s. ' 
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On motioll uJ ~lr. (~.1nt, the hiB ! ~LlLJbltillg ;l .~('cond aU· 
tlitor and comptroller, was iaj.;:(.!Il up and read It second time. 

On motioll of Mr. G~Jit the hill ,,-as amended hy striking 
out, from the oath prescri bed for claimants, the word~ "nor has 
taken or embezzled, ,-\:,c.~' 

On motion of Mr. Gant the hill was further amended by 
inserting, after the ,,,,ord5 "second auditor;' the words "or an.] 
person legally authorized to administer oath,:' 

Mr. Boyd moved to strike ou( th., whole of the second sec-
tion, which was rejected. . 

The 51st rule wa' then suspended and (he bill read a thIrd 
time, and upon the question, 

"Shall the bill pass 1" 
The ayes and noeS were ordered. 
Those who voted in the afiirmath-c were, l\Icssrs. Speaker, 

Allen of Milam, Allen of Nacogdoches, naker of Austin, Ba
ker of Matagorda, Billingsly, Branch, Brush, Burnham, Chena
~eth, C~rtwright, Gant, Geraghty, Hill, Hooper, Holman. Lew' 
.. , McKinney, Roman, 'Vest, "\Vhi[c,-2I. 

Those who voted in the negatiyc were Messrs. Arnold, 
,Boyd, Wright,-3. • 

-8<> the J.iIl was passed. - -
T~e following message was received {rom the president, by 

lIfr. RIchardson his private secretary. 
Ex('culi;;f' Drpnr{}ilf'nf, 

City of lIouston, June 8th, 1837. 
GENTLEMEN OF THE SEX:\TE ,'\.:"D 

fItll'SE OF REI'RESE){T,\TIYES. 

_ The act supplementary (0 an act entitled an act to asta.b-
~,sh a g"lH'rai jaod otlice, I have received, and considered as Its 
Imporlance descrn:s. 

~his is au <l..ct, it appears to me, upon the good or c\-il effed5 
of wh,ch not only the present and future prosperity, hut even 
tIle very salv:ttion of the country would for a time ue virtually 
suspend cd, sllOuld it go into operation. 

After all the reflection I have ucen ena hied to l>estow up' 
on it, it i.' with a regret, I know not how adequately Jo express. 
that I thmk I perceive in it defeds and omissiolls of a ch"racter 

(ar too great to be overlooked, and on account of which I find 
myse/(under the neccsoiiy of withholding from it my ,ign<,ture. 
Awa,rc ag I am of the great cJiti(:uitics there arc in the way. o~ 
maklllg a hw on the subject a( [ile present moment, whl~_ 
shOUld at all approach lile sl:U1dnnl of our "e,ires, r am d,,-



\l~ed to view with the greatest indulgence the err'Jrs which I 
Hunk arc to be ~ounu in the one now oefore me, and this I do 
tb,e mo~e readl!y In the hope that ~·ou, will be disposed to regard, 
~Itb Slmllar I,ndulgence, the objectIOn 1 find myself eonscien. 
tiously constraIned to make to it. 

In the midst of the many difficulties and cares that surround 
loe, it will .e illO.p{)ssible to take so careful and minute" vic .. of 
the subjectas its great importance deserves. Oncobscl'vntion oc" 
curs to me however at fhe Lhrcshhold, which I will lake" occasioh 
to make, and that is this, that, according to my view oftbe.mat
ter, it were far bettcr for the substantial inicrest of the countr, 
that no land law at all should be passed at present, than that 
nne should go forth to the world containing imperfections calcu. 
lated at once to alarm and distress OUI' friends, amI to inflict in 
the end irretrievable mischief, and injuries to the community. 

Such has been the haste with which the bill has been drawn 
up, and so various- the circumstances of interest, impatience, 
and passioo, on the part of some, to prevent its assuming a form 
better adapted to our condition, that I feci warrilllted in giv
ing it as my beliefth"t those who arc now its hest friends will, 
one day or other, should it indc.ed hccomc a Jaw, be found a· 
mong the prinri pal mourners of the t:al,LInitic:s it may bring on 
us, 

The first and principal ohjJdion, I have to make to it, i~ 
ibe provision for sectionizing tIIC wholi~ republic, by n lJag~ line 
and four meridian Jiftcs. The utility of running slIch lines as 
those uJD:fW, and no morc, with respect to tile object ~upposed to 
be contemplated by them, I own I am not ahle to perceive, and 
when I cOllllider the bill expressly declares thai no surv(!j's, ei
ther past Or future, ,hall in any w"y ue a1fecled by them, 1 can
not refrain from sLlpposing that there is no intention of making 
any use of them whatever; in \vhich case, the m('l'e l'uHning 
them would but too plainly appear" vain aud useless lah(IjJr, 
incurred for no conceivahle pllrpot:c. If it should be said that 
these lines arc required to be run in a spirit of obedience to the 
requisition of the constitution on the subject. it may he replied 
that the 'Constitution is lIot so casil;{ sati'ificd. lL :3;.lJs illdccd 
that the whole territory 01' the republic shall he sectionized in 
a manller to be prescribed hy law, but it gor~s On to say also, 
that it shall be done in such mannur as 1.0 cnat) 1n tile ofIicers of 
government, or any citizen, to ascertain , ... iLh cert.lillLy the lands, 
that are vacant and those that nrc covered ,viih valid titks. ~ Is 
the running [L base linc, and foul' mercdiclLl lines, such a scd.ion~ 
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iung of thc country <l:-i \yill C:lIahlc ,!II) (llle to ascertain ,,·aean.t 
or located lands? And call it be the mode Illeant by the eonsli
tution~ If it is not, what ar<; we abouL to do, but to disregard 
the COD5titution and in sO doillt!yiolatc our onth~? }"'or my own 
part I am n()t \villing to make ~o grc~lt It sacritlcc, ~ h(J.tcfcroth. 
ers may think themselves jm:lilkd in doing. . . 

Here I might stop, without makilli; nny further ol'jcrtlon; 
but there is still another defect of so gla~ing Ci. charactcr, th~t 
I cannot forbear bring into view. It i:'i the ".~tTl.t o~ any suffi· 
cicntty guarded provisiom to preyent the multlj'hcatl~n ?f 'pu
rious claims. As the bill says nothing on the sllll.l('ct~ It 'OUO~5 
that the 15th section of the law, passed Decem:)c]" ,z2, last, IS 

relied upon "s sufficient for the object in ,ie,,-, 
It will be seen by examining that ,ection, that any pe",o" 

",hatever, before any person whatcver authorized to adminis.ter 
an oath, no matter where, in public or private, Ctln~ by taklOg 
.~ ccrt:;dn oath, ob'Lain an order of :;:Ul'\·cy~ and go on to procur~ 
Ian,]. Under a mode of proof sO 100:'lc, so e~sy, 50 private It 
may be too, and attended with so f('w circumstances ca1culatc,d 
to impress the mind with a propel' sense of consequences, It 
might be a safe conj<>clure that aU the territory of Texas would 
riot be s~cie)lt to satisfy the claims that rapacity, speculation 
and pelJury, altogether, would continue sooner or later to forge 
and bring iuto legal shape, with a view to partiripntc in nd,-an
t?ges intended only for Jlonl'~i lJWIl. 1 meaH hy this sugges
~lOn to mal{c no unduc reflection Oll tIle i::tcgri1.y of the peop1c 
of T:xus. I .. uckiJy they Clre noL the pl'r:-01l5 \YllO~ in the nature 
of thmgs, can be guilty of the species of fraud to which I al
lude, It must be strangers of course, and they I fenr would be· 
found coming, by hundreds and tilou,;tllds, (0 procure the,,
leagues and labors ill this land of I,,'orni,c, I, (Jowing that tbey 
could do it at no other expcse tilan the breath which would cn
ab1c them to say amen to a .t:1I.-:c o::lth~ administcrcd~ as it might 
be, within tbe walls of a grog shop or hrothel. 
. In illustration of tili~ suggestion, I huyc to state for yOW' 
mformation that undoubted jntclji~Cllf.e has reached me, of hun· 
dreds 01 persons, who have been ~t1rc~uly in~roduccd illto cas· 
tern Texa., for the purpose of practisinc: the kind of fralld to 
which I have aHudcd. These men have .~ orne in from I.ouisiana, 
Arkansas, and cJsewhcre-df'cbn'd tlwir intention of becoming 
citizens, (a tbing they could ,10 in an hour aftcr (heir nrri,:al,) 
and have t<tken out certificates of ~ur.h drd:naiion, upon wll1ch, 
~mmediatcly cOIl~idf'rjllg Ihcnl"'f'ln·.;; ('Idillc-fl (0 IH':ul rights, they 
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have :iolu. the.6<lm-.: Lv spccLlbt.or~ who have gone on, in hUll .. ' 
dreds of .lUstallcC~, to n~akc .~hcu· surveys accordingly, and now'" 
have thelf plots m thelr pocket', reaJy to enter them the mb.· 
meni the land OtIiCC5 are opened. Those mock citizens or Tex .. 
as have in the mean wllilc gone back to the United Stnt.C's with 
tho intention no douht,of returning again in the utll to p;or.urc 
more head rights, finding it a !";pecllli.Ltion so easy to be accom
plished. 

That s:Jmc real citizens of Texas are in collision with those 
imposte", the)'e can oe no douhl, anu it is hoped lhat the infa. 
my which is their due, for such ,mblll~hing knavery, wilfsomc 
Jay overtake and branu them with aUlhe odium which should 
attach to .uch puulic robbers. _ 

The looseness oflhe di"cction made in the bill for the shape 
the surveys are to assume, prescn is to my mind another serious 
objection. 'Vba! is menn! by one half of the square, (ronting 
00 the w<~ler? I confess I am not able 10 understand precisely 
the idea intended to be conveyed by the expression, though it 
may be conjectured, it is surely but darkly intimaled by the·: 
terms wl-:ich have been cml:lloycd. 

There is beside::; :-ttl indefmitcnc~5 in the term "~t'atcr course," 
in the place whc:re it is used in the bill, that may lead to most 
unexpccied operations. l~or example, surveys made on water 
COll.ses arc required to front so much on the water, and then out 
of course for q uitntity. A Buyou within a mile of the river is a 
water coarse equally with the rh'€r. From this il might result, 
that a survey might front one half of the square on the Bayou, 
nnd actna,lIy cross thc rivcr, sO ilS to take both sides of it to in
clude. ihe 'I.uaniit.y. This, though it mode of proccllllre tha.t 
would be allmved by tlIC loose terms of the bw, is a consc
quel1ec which was surely llev,:',['.contcmplntcd by either of your 
honorable bodies. It is, ncycrthcless, a consequenec to be ex
pected i~ "",cticc fi'om the keen :ightedness of .self int?fest, 
carvinO' for ltself Its last and Dilly sllcc of the pubhc domam. 

Ii'there be ~ny force or !'rol"'idy in these ohjections they 
will be sullici~~nt for the present IHll'pO~C, and ::;<lVC me the nc
cessity Cof pointing out still other:; of a !I;SS SCl'~OUg cbaracter, 
which as llhink may be takell to the bill, ""<\ ,f what I have 
here said shaH have the dIed ~[ inducing H disI)as~ioni\tc con .. 
sidcration of the subject, I sl1,d1 ha\ c Hv: happiness of rdlcc
ting that I have, at h"~a::it,dotlc that lHHi"h ~(HJl\ for roy country. 

S \M. HOUSTON. 
The mC:::;::l<ll:;c lnvilig. he;'11 \~,,;!._l~ ')1\ 1HOl!\)ll of MI'. Bakel' ofl 



A. .. tin, (he bill returned by the pre,idel,! wa; taken "p amI re
considercd,-and on'the qucstiOlt, 

"Shall the bin pass, notwilh;talJding the objections of the 
president 1" 

Those who voted in the a{]}rmati,·c were, )Ie~,..rs. Speaker", 
Arnold, linker of Austin, Baker of)fatagorJa~ giJ]iiJg~ly~ Hoyd~ 
Branch, Burnham, ChCllowct\l, Ca['twright~ Gan!. Hill, Hooper,. 
Lewi., McKinney, 'Vest, While, Wrjgl,:.-l~. 

Thoso who voted in the ncgati-vc were .\11 ".~r." •. \1/cn (If 
I\iilam, AU"n of Nacogdoches, Brush, Gemghty, lIolm"". Ro
man,-.v. 

Sp the hill was passed by a constitutional majority. 
• On motion of Mr. Allen of Nacogdoches the joint resoh· 
ti"" for the relief of Robert Triplett and others, was taken ul'~ 
and read, and lltid on the table. 

The resolution from the scnote to appoint a committee of 
conference on the bill to r" <0 -, rc,-cnuc by impost duties, was 
taken up and concurred in, and l\fessrs. Eaker of Austin, Gant 
and lloyd, were appointe.! t~e committee on the part of tbe 
hoqse. 

-The house then went into secret, 
And upon lhe doors being. opened the house adjourned' Ul>-

til 8 o'clock. -

::; O'CLOCK, P. If. 

The IlOlise met purwaut [0 adjoulli:ncJl1. 
!lr. Ikkcr of ~'\u:itin, Ly leave of the hO:bC. introduced'it 

"bill supplemcnLlfJ lu tilt: act c5l.abli"bing 2.. general land office, 
&c. 

On motion ot' MI'. Branch the ;;Ist rule ,~a. ",spend cd. 
Bnd the bill put 011 its sccond re;,ding. 

Mr. Gant offered a 5I1b,;lrtuic for the wIlOle biiI. 
l\lr4 Baker of .Austin {lHcrcd:w amclIumc:1t prodding for 

lectioniuug the country; by n.nnjng fOlir h;):!c :met fOl~r meridi
an lines, 'whici: \Va.':! auoptE~d. 

Mr. Branch olTci'~d the fDliG\\'inf; amendment. 
That it 2haH he tllG duLy ~r -the picsidcnt to order out 

lIuch portion oj' the m,d;tj;~ ;;:-j be m;lY d~_,;m nccc~";1rJ for the 
protection of (be suncJnr~,." ili.'ll ~'.';l: ;-i'.i;,;cf!:d~ --
, ~Ir. \rhitc o!rcrc(j an nw, rl(hnu~t :0 :,ir~ Ganfs sulistitntc,. 
pro;oiding for timbcdng the IJI'airic~!, and r;oining~ Wllich wa.s ac~ 
ce\,tcd by :llr. (hilt. -
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. Uu molion of Mr. Boyd ihe woros "ioU!' base Hncs/' -were 
3tl1ckcn out, and one ba.se line inserted in the ~cfmd section ... ~ 

i'llI'. Billing']y ""'led to strike out the worus "one In ... " 
nile," which was rejected. 

Mr. Gant olfered the followirog ill Heu of the seeoHd section 
"that the {ommissioner gcncml be rcyuircll to procceu lorthwW: 
after his appointment 10 sec1.ionizc tht] whole I'cpubJk,. Or 80 

much thereof as he may think proper" in townships- of twelve 
miles {"quare, which waS rejcctE:d. 

l\1r. Bakt:f of l\lata.gonla. moved to ~taikc out the words 
"fil'st of Octoher," and il~scrt "'first of ~ovcmbcr," flS the time 
for opening the land otricc, which was rcj€cLed. 

1\11'. Holman moved a .... j>Cnsion of the 51st rolc, which 
'Wag- lost; aDd' 

On motion of Mr. Baker of Austin it was ordered, 
That the !Jill be engrosseu for a third readiog and mnde lhe 

order oflne day for to-ml>rrow. 
On motion of Mr. Bake. of Awlin, the house then .. d

journed until 10 o'clock to-moJ'l'ow. 
W. F. GRAY, Gl'k, 

l"RIlJW, JcNB Dlh, 183i. 
The house met pursuant to adjournmellt. 
'rWcl~ty-thrce members prC5cllt~ 
III r. Gall!, from the jOill( commiltee on the bill to mise n 

rPfcnllC by impo~t duties, made the following 
R E l' 0 It T: 

The majority of the joint committee upon the bill to raise 
a revenue by impost duties have had the sarne under con~idcra
tion in conjunction with the committee on the part of the sen
ate 'and recommend the followiHg amendments, to wit; that the 
1f~it'or prop-crty a.utbenticated draft~ on t .. lie ~rcasury," in the 
9th section I>f the bill, be .• tricken Ol1t, in 'whlch Ihey ,,,k Ihe 
concnrrence of the house. 

The amendment was accordingly adopted. 
1\lr. B:1.1{Cr of ..:\usiin moved the foBowin~ ;uncIHlment, 

-"Pr()l)ided: 'rhat the originnl holdcrs of thc lrca-=ury drafts 
shall have the privilege of paying il".1elr duLic:"i ill s;lid treasury 
draft,:" 

Upon which the ~ycs and ?OCS ;\'crc ordered, . 
Those who vot.ed III the .dlll'IlKti;vc were, :MCS51·~. SIJCalwr, 

Allen of Milam, Allen of Nacoguoches, Baker of Austin. Boyd, 
llooper,Holmatl, Lewis l\1cKinnc)" \Vhite,\Yrighl,-lI. 
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Those WIlD votcu it! the llC'g;ttivc werc~ .Mc)'j...,r~. Arut)Id, 
B,lkel' of ~lilLagurda, Hillingsl)" JJJ"<lnch, ,Brnsh, Burnl~am, 
Chenoweth, Cartwright, Ganl, Gcragilty, lIdl, Roman, \\ c,t,_ 
-12. 

So the amendment was rejected. 
Mr. Baker of AlI~tin, by lC:l\"c itltrodllccu a bil~, auqlOri~ing 

the president to sell five hundred lhOlband acres oj land ,enp. 
On motion of the same, the 51st ruk rna'.; suspended and 

the bill read a second time. 
On lIlotion of the sam<!, the following amendment was made 

to the bill, viz; 
"That no soldier's drafts he paid, unless he is at the time ?[ 

presentation the originaJ, actual, and bona. lid/; owner of sa~c..l 
draft,-and he shall take an oath to that effeel before the saId 
draft shall be paid." And 

On motion 01 Mr. Roman the 51st rule was further suspcn
ded, and the bill read a third thime, and passed. 

~ir. Roman sul'mittcd a joint resolution to prevent the [tU· 

ditor from charging illegal fees. 
On motion of Mr. Billing.ly, the 51~t rule WaS suspended 

"ndlb<} j<>iutresolution read a second time. 
On motion of Mr. Roman the rule was further su'pended, 

nod the joint resolution read a third. time, and adopted. 
A m~essage was rcceh'cd [!'Om the senate. by tlJ.cir :H!l:rcia

ry, announcing the COnCI1ITCI1f'C' ot tIll! sC'natc ill the amend
ments, made by the [lOuse, to ill(' Lill c~i'l!;li~hin6 a second aU
ditor anu comptroller', olliee, ""d "Iso to tbe bill ,upplementary 
to the ad cstaldi.~hitlg 11:c city of lIoliston~ allLI the adoption 0 

a resolution to :'ppoilli a committee of conference on the land 
bill. 

Tbe resolution from {he Sl~natc 1.0 appoillt a committee of 
conference on the land bill WCd adopted. And Me,S!",. B"ker 
of Austin, Allen of Nacogdochc~, at.ld BilJilJ~sl;-, were ap~oin
ted a committee on the part of the house. 

Mr. Boyd a.ked nlld obtained !C;,,'C "I' ab,cllec from ser
vice in the house [or the balance of the sC<::;:>.ioll. 

On motion of Mr .. \lIen of N acogilocJH'S, (hc house ad
journed until,! o'clock. 

1 0 'CLOCK, r. :11. 

Thr. house met pursuanL to adjourllment. . 
The bill from the senate ddillillg the lJuund,Lrics of Jeile rA 

,$on was td{l~n up, read It illi rtI time, alltl laiJ 0(1 the ta. hie. 



f35 

'fhe bill 10 .. the stay of executions wa, taken up on it, Ie
cond reading, the 51st rule was suspended, and the bill read .. 
third time and passed. 

On motion of ~h. Gan! the house resolved itself into" 
committee of the whole on the bill to raise a revenue by direct 
taxation • 
. ~!h Mr. Allen of !\acogdoohcs, in the chair; . 

And aft~r some time spent therein, the commiUec r4lse, rc. 
portC& the bill with amendments, anJ were dischal'ged from it, 
further consideration. 

'I'he bill wa, then re.~d a third time, and on the question, 
"Shall the bill pas,1" 
The ayes and noes were ordered. . 
Those who 'toted in the affirmative, were 'Messrs. Speakert 

Allen of Milam, Allen of Nacogdoche" Baker of .Matagorda, 
Burnham, Billingsly, Bmnch, Brush, Chenoweth, Qa.;wcigl>t. 
Geraghty, Hill, McKinney, Roman, We,I,-15. 

Those who voted in the negative; were Messr., Arnold, 
Baker of Auslin, Boyd, Ganl, Hooper, Holman, White, 'Vright, 
--8, . 

So the bill pa;sed. 
\\Ir. Baker of Aus(in, from the eommiLtee of conference on 

the land bill, reported a bill supplementary to an ad entitled 
"an act to establish a general land office for the· republic of 
Texas. 

Mr. Baker of Austin moycd a suspension of the 51st rule; 
before the question was put, 

A message WaS receiveD. from the senate, by their secreta .. 
ry, announcing the p:lssage in thai house of the joint resolution, 
concerning general T. J. Chambers, with no ~mcndment 

Mr. GanL moved that the supplcmcntnr]' land bill, rcpor-, 
ted by the commiLtee of conference, he rejected, which was 
lost, • , 

A message was received (rom the senate, hy the secretary, 
with a. joint~rcsoIution authorizing the president to raise nn ex
pedition gaaimt the Indians, by ~rdering out the present for· 
ce, in the field, by draft or othenn,e. 

The 51,t rule was then suspended, and the hill supplemen· 
tary to the land Jaw, waS read a second time. 

lIfr. Roman moved (0 amend the bill hy slriki"li out "first 
of Odo},cr," and inserting "fifteenth oCNovC'mher," ;:\s the Hrnc 
for opening the land oHicc, \l'hkh nl()\iOIl W:1S )o~t. 
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~Ir. Bord mm'cd to amend thc bill by ;t!'ikillg Ollt all after 
the cna('tinl!~ cJau:-oc, whidl lIlotion wa3 lost. 

1\(r. Bakel' of AII~till moved a further s-u~pcnsion of the 
rule for the pur po," of reading (be bill a third time forthwith 
the hOtl:-c refused to suspend the rule. 

Mr. llillin~sly rrc~cntccJ a petition from 'Thomas F. ~Ic~ 
Kinney, praying to be allowed illterest Oil the ucht Jue [rom t~!P. 
government to McKinney &- 'Villianl;. 

On motion of 1\lr. Billillg:-Iy U~e petition Witi' rrfencd to a 
select commiHee of three, anti the Speaker appointed .:\Ic5srs. 
BiJlingsly, Branch and Roma.n, that comwittcc. 

On motioll of 1Ir. Branch the hill from the senate, defining 
the hound aries of Jefferson county, was ta.kell up on its second . 
.. eading. 

On motion of lIfr. Branch the bill was amended, by stri
king out tbe two last sect jon:::, and inscl'ting a new I)n~: and 

On motion of tbe same the 51st rille wag susppndcd, the bill 
read a third time, and passed. 

The joint resolution concerning general T. J. Chamuer~ 
was then taken up, and the nmcndment of the ,en at, concurred 
in. 

~he bill from the senate authorizing the pt:esidcHt, to rai:w 
aD_~_ll-D.gainst the Inuianswas,tal{cn up and read: 

The 5r~trulc wassl1spendcdanJ the L-ill read a5ccond time. 
011 motion of Mr. nilling,!'·. it Wet, laid 011 (/1" t,dd ... 

. On r.lIotion of l\Ir. nak<::! o(;\litL:~gof'lh the i!Olhl! adjourned 
tlnhllO o'c1oc4 [o·nwrrow morning. 

W. F. (~lt.\ Y, el'k. 

S.\T~jm\Y, Ju,,,, 10th, 183i. 
The house met pur:;tu,tnt to adjournment. 
Twenty-two OlC'mLcrs prc.scnt. 
Afr. Billingsly from the ~dcd f'onllnittcc to W],WH waS rc

ferred the petition of Thoma> F'. ,\JrKillllcy m·.uc the JolI()wing 
REPORT: 

The select committee to w hom was I'eferred the petition of 
T?omas F. ~fcKill(}(,y. J)l°ilving relief from the cmbarras"cr! situ
.ab?n in which he is placed,oll accouut of (he large ;:uh-an('cs 
whl~h he has m"dc to the government of Texas, have e'lufullJ 
£oll5lde.-.;d the same, and are flllly satisfied wich 1.1", ju.lirc of 
the petItlOn, nnd un"lIimously recolillucud the adoption of the 
£olJowing rc~oI1Jtjon, 

Rf'solvcd, That the auditor ~e and he is hereby autJlOrized 
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to allow ten ver centum interest on all treasury drafts issued to 
McKinney & Williams, and that said drafts shan be received 
for all government dues. 

On motion of Mr. Billingsly the 51st rule was suspended, 
and the resolution read a second time. 

Mr. Allen of Milam was called to the chair. 
On motion of Mr. Baker of Austin, the words, "and said· 

drafts shan be received.for all government dues," were.stricken 
from the resolutio/l. 

On motion of Mr. Billingsly the 51st rule was further SUI
pend ed, and the resolution read a third time, mlP on the ques
tion, 

"Shall the resolution be adopted 1" 
The ayes and noes were ordered . . 
Tho,oe who voted in the affirmative, were Mesor,. Speaker, . 

Allen pi Mila.III, Allen of Nacogdoches,Baker of A ... tiQoBII£M
batn,.BiIlilfgsly, Br"iich. Hooper, Lewis, McKinney, Rontaq, 
West,-I2. 

Those who voted in the negative, were Messrs •. Arnold, 
Baker of Matagorda, Boyd, Brlllih, Chenoweth, Cartwright, 
Gant, Hill, Holman, Wright, White,-II. 

So the resolution was adopted. 
Mr. 'Vhi!e from lhe committne on enrolled biils reported 

the following acts and resolutions, as aving been approved by 
the president. 

"An act to regulate the pay ofpur,ers in the navy." 
"A joint resolution author:izing the president to send an 

allent to the U niled States, to settle with the agents for land 
~~~ . 

"Ajoint resolution for the relief of Alexander Walsh." 
"An act authorizing the issuing of promissory notes of the 

government. " 
The bill supplementary to an act establishing a general 

land office, &e., wa, taken up on its third reading.. . 
Mr. Branch moved that the house re,olve itself mte a com-

mittee of the whole on the bill, which motion waS \o,t: 
On tbe question, 
"Shall the bill pass j" 
The ayes and noes were onJerc~. 
Those who voted in the affirmative were, Messrs. Speaker, 

N1~.n of Nacogdoches, Baker of Austin, Billingsly, Branch, 
lIlJlHooper Lewis, McKinney, While, West,-li. 

t Those ~ho voted in the ncg"tiye were Messr •• Allen of 
18 



l:l8 

)fi1arn, Arnold, Baker of Matagorda, Buruham, Boyd, Brush, 
Chenoweth, Cartwright, Gant, Geraghty, Holman. Roman, 
Wrigbt,-13. 

So tbe bill was lost. . 
Mr. Baker of Austin presented a letter from 9~neral.Fehx 

.Huston, relating to the pledges made by geneml ~. J. Cham· 
bers, general S. F. Austin, and otber ageuts of '{ exa" to the 
.oldien raised in the United States, respectmg scttlements,.or 
head right. of lands, which on motion.orMr. Baker of AustIn, 
was referred to the "Ummittee on pu bhc lands. 

The house adjourned until .j o'clock. 

4 O'CLOCK, P. H. 

The house met pursuant to adjournment. 
. !\fr. Billingsly substituted a joint resolution authorizing the 
'allditor to employ as many clerks a8 he may think necessary for 
one month, whicn being rQad, on motion of Mr. Brancb the 
51st rnle Was suspended, and the resolu~ion read a second and 
. third time, and adopted. 

A message Was received from the senate communicating a 
bill establisbing a medical board, 
, .A)u\ 1j...1,>ill t,o license the retailen of liquo ... and others, 
""bicb1iad \>~ that body • 

. Mr. Branch, by leave introduced.a bill supplementary (0 

an act, to establish a general land office, &0., which was read. 
On motion of Mr. Chenoweth tile 51st rule was suspended, 

and the bill put on its second reading. 
Mr. Billingsly moved that the bill be laid on ·the table, 

which was rejected. 
Mr. Chenoweth moved that it be referred to a select com· 

mittee, which was also rejected. 
Mr. Billingsly Was called to the chair. 
Mr. Branch moved to amend the supplemental land bill, 

by alJowingthe emigrant3 who arrived in the country, uetwe7D 
'the declaration of independence and the first day of January 
1837, to heads of {"milies a league and labor of land, and to 
single men ODe third of a league of land: the motion was re
jected. 

On motion of Mr. Arnold tbe bill was then laid on the la· 
ble. 

The following message was received from the president, by 
:Mr. Richardson his private secretary. 



&eCtltit.'f. Dtparlmcn~, l 
Gity of Houston, June 10th, 1837.$ 

GENTLEMEN OF THE SENATE AND 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 

. I take pleasure in calling your particular "ttention to the' 
subject of authorizing the district judges to call courts in crim. 
inal cases, and in their absence from the district, to authorize 
the chief justice of each county to call and hold courts in crim. 
inal cases. 

This recommendation is made owing to the h'lct that Wll. 
have no j ails, nor means to employ guards: hence tbe most atre
cious offenders escape justitc, and our country is degraded 
abroad. This measure it it sincerely hoped "!ay claim your 
attention, as I do sincerelY believe tbat the welfare of the 
count";, an.h!re preservation of order depends upon it. ' If 
~ted, it ,""all be' executed. - , 

, - - SAM. HOUSTON. , 
On motion of Mr. Brancb, -the message waS referred to tbo' 

committe.e on tbe judiciary. , 
A message was received from the senate, by their secretary, 

announcing the concurrcnce of tbe senate in the joint resolution 
authorizing the auditor to employ as many clerks as he may 1 
think necessary, for one month: 

Aho; 'tbat the senate had concurred in the joint resolution 
for the relief of McKinney & Williams. _ 

On motion of 1\lr. Branch the bill supplementary to an act 
establishing" general land office, &0., Was taken up, and " 

On motion of the same it was referred to a select commit-" 
tee, witb instructions to rep~rt on the same, this evening at 8: 
o'clock. -

The Speaker appointed Messrs. Gant, Roman and lIranch,
the committee. 

Mr. Gint introduced a joint resolution res peeling the ~n. 
ties and compensation of the chief clerk of Ihe bonse of repre!:' 
scntatives. ~ 

On motion of Mr. Holman the 51st rule was suspended, 
and the joint resolution read a 5cconJ time. -. ~ 

Mr. Chenoweth moved to fill the bbnk w: th two tho ... and" 
dollars, as .the salary ofth? clerk, which was rejected.., , 

- Mr. Archer moved clghtcen .. hundrcd dollars, wilich was al-
s" rejected. 

On motibn of Mr. Gant the hlank was filled with fiftccBi 
hundred dollare. 
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On motion of 1\1r. Branch the 5Ist rule II"S lurthersuspcn. 
tied, and the joint resolution read a tbifll timc? alJd passed. 

The joint resollltion, alltborizin~ the p'.'C5Idc:[}t to orde.r out 
torces acrairJst the Indbns W;l~ taken up OIl Its second readlllg. 

On
o 
motion of Mr. A;'nold the c!"U5'C "lIowing bounty land. 

to the .. rnilitia was stricken out. 
Mr. Billingsly moved that the joint rc,olnlioll he rejected, 

. which was lost. 

. Mr. Arnold moved a further suspension of the 51st rule, 
which was al,o refused by the house. . . 

On motion of Mr. 'White the house then adjourned unll18 
o'clock. 

8 O\;LOCK I P. M. 

't"e. house met pursuant (0 adjournm~llt.· . 
A message was received from the senat.e, by their secretary 

announcing tbe passage by the senate of the bill to raise are
Ven1.1e by direct taxation, wittl amendmenis. 

AIs? the joint resolution respecting tile adjournment of con
gress, wIth an amendment. 

Mr. Jk.apch .• ubmitted (be following 
REPORT: 

The select committee to whom was referred a bill, entitled 
"an act supplementary to au act establishing a general Jand of .. 
nee for the repuhlic of Tcxas,'~ hare copied the same with some 
inconsiderable amendments) and rccommuHl the passage of the 
bill. 

EDWARD T. BRANCH, 
W. W. GANT, 
RICHARD ROM A;,\[. 

The hill waS read as rcported,;lIld being on its second rea' 
d~g, Mr. Baker of A'lStin moved ~n amendment providing for 
If'classifieation of land claims, which WilS rejected by the hou,e. 
IIY. Baker of j\{atagorda mon.:tl the following amendment,. ~iz: 
lbO!le who bave ~eell six years ill the country, and have famllteB, 
:.hall be entitled to one leaglle and labor of land, providing 
they have served three months in the mmy." 

The amendment was rcj,·!'ted. 
Mr. Baker of Austin moved the followin!; amendment: 

Pl'Ovidf'.ri, howf"Vrr, no 'man who refused to sell ammuuition to 
tbe go,-crnment on a credit, botweell tlJC fir;t l'ebruary and 
1st of June 1836, shall be entitled to land under this act; 

Which wa, ,,1'0 rejected. 
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Mr. Arnold. moved the following amcndment: "Provid.ed, 
the .Mexieall' at Nacogdoche" that WCle embodied, shaU not be 
aUowed to seU head rights fol' the benefit of Tories:" 

"Vhich was also rejected. 
On motion of Mr. Chenoweth the 51st l'ule was suspended 

and the bill read a third time; and on the question, 
"Shall the bill pass!" 
The ayes and \lOeB were ordered, 
Those who voted in the affirmative were, Messrs. Speaker, 

Baker of Austin. Baker of Matagord", Burnham, Billingsly, 
Branch, Brush, Chenoweth, Cartwright, Gant, Geraghty, Hill,. 
Hooper,I,ewis, ~fcKiooey, Roman, White, We,t,-lil. 

Those who voted in (he negative were, Messrs. Allen of 
Milam, ArMW, &yd, Holman,-4. 

SO the bill passed. 
The bill toraisc a revenue by dircct taxation, returnedrrom· 

tbe senate with amendments was taken op, the two first amend· 
ments, excepting real and mixed property from tax. lion, were· 
disagr~ed to, the others were concurred in. 

The joint resolution providing for tbe "djou",ment of con· 
'gress on the 4th iust., was taken up, and on motion laid on the 
ta~ • 

The house then adjourned until IO o'clock on MOllday 
morning. 

W. F. GRAY, Cl'k. 

, ~fONDI\ Y, J liNE 12th, 1837. 
'fhe house met plJr.want to adjoLlrnment. 
Twentv~two members present. . 
Mr. W'hite from the committee on enrolled hill, made the 

following 
REPORT: 

The foUowi!lg joint resolutions were ,uhmittcd to the pres· 
ident on the lOth, inst., for his approval. ' 

"lst. Ajoint re,olution for the relief of John II, IIarry." 
"2d. A joint rcwluiion concC'rning general T. J. Cliam~ 

bers.~' 
"3d. A joint resollltion (or the relief of TcxiaH pl'isoncl's 

taken by the'MesicrUls." 
And on the 12th, in&t., tho following were: ~nhmitted: 
"1st. A joint resolution for cmployin8: exira clerks in the 

auditor's office.:' 
"2d. A joint rewlulioll for lh,' rdie' uf ilIcKillll<.·y "'" Wil. 

liam~.~' ~ 



'~3d. A.ll aeL to rai~c ;t revenue by irnjJo~l duties:-
S. ADDISO~ WHITE, 

Chairman of Committee on Enrolled Bills_ 
:\[1'. Baker of AU:jlin submitted the following resolution. 
'Vherca~ ~ome members h;t1.-c left their seat's in ihis hou8e, 

and returned home withJut pcrmis5ion, and whereas the busi
ness ofthi5 house has been seriously incommod('u for the want 
of the attendance of such members", therefore 

Be it re,olved, that the clerk in the journals folowing this 
resolut.ion enter the namCti of the member:;; who ha\"c :;:0 left. -

Mr. Brush submitted the following additional clause by 
way of amendment, viz: -

"And that the members who have so left without lea,-e be. 
and they are hereby, expelled from their seat in this house, and 
(hot the president be informed of the expulsion, and requested 
to issue writs of election to li.l ~hc vacancies 80 crcated.~' 

And the resolution as amended, was adopted. 
AccOI-ding to order it is here recorded, that the honorable 

Joseph Row" of San Augustine, left his s<!at in the house on 
the (jthJunc, and had not returned; and the honora!>le George 
W<Wfi§hl:, of _Red River, left his scat after the 10th of June, 
and hn,.uot ~urned. . 

On motion of Mr. Bmsh the vote on the amendment to 
the foregoing resolutioll was reconsidered, and by permission of 
the house the. amendment was withdrawn. 

On motion, it was 
Orr/rm!. That the JHcam hie and resolulion obove, together 

with the names of the abscntecss, be published in the Tele
grapb. 

On motion of Mr. Baker of Austin the house adjourned 
until 4 o'clock. 

·1 O~CLOCK, P. ltI. 

The house met pursuant 10 adjournment. 
~Ir. Gru,h ,unmilled the followin~ resolution: 

_ Wherea, a bill providing fol' the ~ale of Galveston Island, 
whIch orjginatcd in the senate and pa~scd hoth hOllscs,has been 
lost or mislaid, so that it cannot be enrolled and submitted to 
the president, 

Be it resolved, That a select e,'mmittee be appointed to 
.make search for said bill, and innstigate the subject ofits • loss • 
• ~ The resolution wag adopted, and the Speaker appomt;d 
Messrs. Gan!, Brandl, Allen of Milam, and \Vhite the commIt. 
~, 
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On motion of l\'1r. Branch, it W<"iS 

Ordered, That the ,atIle sum of moncy be allowed the door 
kueper, at the present scasion, thai was allowed that oHicer at 
the last session of conCTCS5 for contingent expenses. 

A mess_age was received from the senate by senaiors Ellis' 
and Horton, announcing the iJJness of senator Everitt, who was 
confined to hi, beo, by reason of which the ,enate could not 
form a quorum in its chamber, and asking the cOllsent of the 
house for the senate to adjourn to the chamber of the sick mem
ber. 

The consent of the house was UIHLnimously granted, and 
On Il\otion the house took a reces until S o'clock. _ 

8 O'CLOCK, P. )lI. 

The SpcaJcu resumed the chair, and calJed the house to or· 
del'. 

The bill /i'om the s"nate to licen,e retailers of liquor' hnd 
others, was taken u.p and J'ead the fi,.~t time. 

On motion of Mr. Bru,h, the 51.t rule was su'pended and 
the bill put on its second reading. 

On motion of Mr. Baker of Austin, the second section 
was am~ndcd, by inserting before the words "nine or ten pin 
alleys,~' . the words '~any species of game commonly known as 
such." 

On motion o-f the same, the clause, in the third section ma
king imprisonment the pelll\1ty for non-payment of the tine, wa, 
sh'icken out. 

Mr. Billingsly moved to strike out "three huodred dollar.," 
as the tax on billiard tables, which was rejected. 

On motion of Mr. Billingsly, "one hundred dollar,," W.IS 

adopted as tbe (ax on showmen, to be asse"ed .1od collected in 
each county where they exhibit. 
. Mr. Branch moved to strike out "two hundred dollars," the 
tax on retailors of spiritous liquors, for the purpose of inseJ"!ing 
"one hundred dollars," which was rejected. 

On motion of Mr. Baker of Austin the 51st rule WaS ,u,· 
pended, and the bill us amended, re~d .n third ti~le and passed. 

The bill from the senate estabhshmg a med,c"l board was 
taken up and read the first time. -

Mr. Gant moved that tbe bill be laid on tbe (able, which 
was rejected. 

Mr. Brush moved a su.pension of the" h( rule wbich was 
also lost. 
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0n motion ()I }ir .. "\lIcli ,)f ,\;tCOgdOl"tIC . .., tile b{)u~c went 
into 'Secret scs.~~(m. 

Upon~the door:' in'in;;- aq;liEl opened, . 
A mC~~(l~C w:-t"l rccci .. -ed from ((Ie ~l'lIaic~ hy .\fr. StIckney,

;annonllcing- llJat tlte -,;:'_'nfltc haC. lO:lcurrccl in the re:-:ollltion for 
pubIishin::;- - the h\Y."!~ iO(lrn:d~ of COll;rC'l~, (\:L~ nile] that they 
hflVC rcc(~dcd frfl II I th~~i[' arncfltlm~c:nt to the bill for r;ti~ing a re~ 
VCIlIlC hy eli,eeL taxation, which had neell di5-,I~rc(;J to by the 
·home. 

ArlOthcf mC5~agc ,vas I'crcivcJ from the senate, by Mr. 
Tompkills, annoullcing that (lie bill sUtJP)cnl.cnlary to an act, 
entitled "an act establishing a general land oR.ee for the repub
lic of Texas," pased Oil 22d December, 183G, which was ~etoed 
by the president and afterwards p"s>d on the 8th in,!., by a 
constitutional majority oC the iIom.c of reprc."!-cntati\TS',ha.d al· 
so been r~consiJcrcd and pas~cd hy It constitution~1 maJority of 
the scnate~ and thai the Fame is nm'\' the Jail' of the lanJ. 

On m'otion of 1\1r. Gant, it waS 
Resolved, That it shall Ge the duty ofllW clerk of tbe ho~c 

·of representatives to ta1<e charge of the books, documents and 
papers of the house as well during the reces. as the session of 
the hOllso •. and until a sufficient and convenient office shail be 
p1'<)vided by congress, he sl:mll be ~ilowed to rent a suitable 
place for their arranl\Cl'lcM and safe keeping. He shail not 
permit any papers or documents in his possc~sion a~ clerk to be' 
withdrawn, .except under order of the housc~ or tile written or· 
derof the Spc.t~.kcr, but he Itl:ty fllrni~h copies o[any of the doc· 
umcnts in his possession as deI'k, which is not on the secret filey' 
for any person desiring them. He ,hcdl he allowed as full pay· 
ment fJr his sen-ices tiftct.:n hundred dollars per al1num~ and du
ring the scsEion of congress he may cmploy as many additional 
clerks as may he nc(;cssary for th" prompt and correct dispatch 
of business. 

Mr. Branch, from the committee appointed to in.-estigate 
alledged loss of the bill providing for the SlIrV£Y and sale of 
G~lveston Island, reported that a diligent but unsuccessful c~· 
qUiry and sedrch had been made for said Lill, and that a substl· 
tute was preparing for it in the ,enate. 

Mr. White from the corpmittce on enrolled bills, made the 
following 

REPORT: 
The following acts have been submitted to the pre.ident 

and approved by him, viz: 



145 

~st. ,:'An,a?t to raise,: revenue by direct taxation.~' 

\
" .~d. "A Jomt resolutIOll for the relief of McKinney & 

'Ilhams. 
3d:. "A joint resolution authorizing the auditor (0 employ 

an addItIonal number of Clerks." 
. 4th. ,:'A joint resolution concel'lling major gene!'al T. J. 

Chambers. 
5th. "A joint resolution for (he relief of 'fcxian pdsollcrs 

(akE n by the Mexican,." 
(jth. ~"Ajoint resolution for the relicfof John II. IIarry." 

s. ADDISON WHITE, 
Chairman of Com. on Enrolled Bill,. 

On motion uf Mr. Branch, it was 
Ordered, ThaI five hundred copies of th'~ act, entitled "an 

act supplementary to an act establishing a general land office in 
the republic of Texas," be printed fOI· the USe of Ibis house. 

A message 'fas received from the senate, by Mr. Stickney, 
,vith a bill providing for the survey and sale of Galveston 1,1· 
and, and all other Islands in the republic, which was passed in 
the senate in place of the bill for the same object which was lost. 

Also, anno'mcing the concurrence of the senate in tile n· 
mendmeuts "mde by the house to the bill for licensing retailers 
of liquor; and others. 

TIle bill f()r~ the survey and sale of Galveston Island, &c., 
was taken up and read. 

On motion of Mr. Allen of Nacogdoches, the 51st rule, 
was sU3pended and the bill put on it. second reading. . 

On motion of the same the latte,' clause of the third sec
tiOll; appropriating one fourth of the proceeds to the payment 
of the civil list, was stricken out and the following inserted: 
"and one fourth shall be paid into the treasury of the republic,' 
to be paid out only for the redemption of the promissory not~' 
of the government, contemplated to be Issued by a law prevl· 
ously passed by this congress." 

Mr. Gant moved that ten dollars be paid as the minimum 
price per acre of lands to be sold under this act, which was reo 
jected. 

A message was received from the senate, by sellators Ro
bert,on and Somervell, annoHncing tbat the senate had dispatch. 
ed the business before them, and were ready to adjourn without 
day. 

A message was sent (0 the senate informing (hat ~ody that 
the house will be ready to adjourn so soon as it shall have acted 
on the Galveston hland bil/. 
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The senate returned for answer, '~that so soon as the home 
shall be ready to adjourn, the senators will meet the repre,,~
tatives in their hall for a tinal adjournme:1t of the two h~uses. ' 

The alst rule was then further su;peadcd, ftnd the u,lI pro
\;ding for the survey and sale of Gah"esion Island, &c., was r 

read a third '-ime, and amended, and passed. 
The house then adjourned "ntillO o'clock on Tuesday morn

ing, to give time for enrolling bills. 

I O'(,LOt:I~, TCE5D.\ \' j\!OR~I~(;, ~ 
June 13th, Hl3i. ~ 

The house met pursuant to adjournment. . 
~r. Allen of Nacogdoches, by ~ave, llltroduced a ull1 sup

plementary to the act entitled '~an act supplementary to an ad 
~ntitled an act establishing a general land office, &c." 

The bill having been read the Ilrst time, 
On motion of Mr. White the aist, rule of the house wa' 

suspended, and the bill read a second time. 
On motion of Mr. Allen of Nacogdoches the rule was fur

ther su'pended, and the bill read a third time, and passed, and 
sent to the senate • 
. - .Oihimti ..... of Mr. Arnold the bill from the 8enate, author
izing the presidM'ltto order the force. into the field, or to call oul 
the militia, to protect the frontiers, was taken up on its ~econd 
reading • 

. Mr. Branch submitted the following sub,~titutc~ 
Be it enacted, That the president be. and be is hereby, aU

authorized to ortler out forlhwith such a portion of the militia as 
he may think proper, for the belter protection of the frontier:" 
whid, was adol,ted, and the bill reau a third time, and passed. 

On motion of Mr. Allen of Nacogdoches, it was 
Resolved, That the thanks of this house be given to the 

Speaker, for the able and impartial manner 111 which he has 
conducted the business of the house. 

Mr. Bakel' of Auslin from the committee on the judiciary, 
to whom was referred the president's message of the 10th insl., 
recommending the authorizing the distric! judges to call courts 
in criminal cases, and in their absence from the district, to aU ... 

tborizc the cbief justice of each county to call and hold courts 
in criminal cases," reported verbally. 

"That the committee deemed the proposed mea.ure unco.n• 
&lilulion"l, an<l asked that the committee be discharged from It. 
:Tllrther consideration;" which was agreed to. 
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Mr. Baker of Austin from (he same committee, (0 whom had 
been referred snndry petitions for divorces, reported verbally, 
that (here was not sufficient evidence adduced in the severnl 
-cases to warrant the action of the house, and recommended that 
the pctiti~ns and documents be re!urneu to the severn! appLi. 
cants, and asked that the ~ommittee be disclmrged from the fur. 
ther consideration: which was agreed to. 

Mr. Allen of Milam, (rom the committee on the state oflhe' 
republic, returned sundry documents which had been referred 
io that committee. 

1\1r •• Branch from the committee <Jf claims nnd accounts~ 
(0 whom was referred the petitions of B. R. Whitecomb and 
A. 'Vashiugton, and Handy and Lusk, 

, REPORTED: 
"Th"t Ihey have not been able (0 obtain the information 

aecessary to ena-ble them to juugl' .. fthe merits of the petitions," 
"nd asked leave to ret';rll the petitions of the hou,e. 

On motion of Mr. White, it was upanhnously 
Resolved, That the thanks of the house be tendered to (h" 

re,ercnd 'V. W. Hall, for the pious nnd devoted manner in 
which he has discharged the duties of chapbin to this house. 

On moti·m of l\'Ir. Branch, it was unanimously 
Resolved, That the thanks of the house be tendered to tile 

clerks and officers of the home, for the ability and promptness 
with which they have discharged the duties of their respective. 

~- . 
A messa.ge was received from the senate, by Mr. Farish, 

their engrossing clerk, announcing the passage by that body of 
the bill ,"pplementary to the act entitled "an ad supplementary 
to the act entitled an "etestablishinga genernlJand office, &c;" _ 

On motion of Mr. Allen of Nacogdoches, it was 
Ordtl'ed, That n committee of two be appointed to notify. 

the president that, if he ha, no further business (0' communicate' 
to it, the house is ready to a~journ. 

The Speaker appointed ?lfe"rs. Allen of Nacogdoches, and 
Branch, the committee. 

Mr. 'Vhite, from the committee on enrolled bills, reported 
the followin,~ act, as having been approved and signed by the 
president, viz: 

1st. "An act to raise a revenue by direct taxation." 
2<1. "An act to authorize the president to call out the mi· 

litia." 
3d. "An act supplementary to an act entitled "an act 
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supplementary to an act entitled an act establishing a general 
land office, &c." 

Mr. Allen of Nacogdoches, from the committee appoill
ted to wait on the pre,ident, 

REPORTED: 
That they h"d performed that dut)" and that the p"esiden! 

"had no fUl the!' business to communicate to congress at iLs pr{'E 
sent session, uut that he would waiL on the two houses, ill a fen..
.p1inutes, for the p'lrposc of ta.king leave of them. 

The 'enale was then invited into the hall, and the hOllorn
ble members accommodated with seats in fronl of the chair. 

At 4 o'clock, A. M., his excellency the President was I'C

cei\'ed by the two bouses, in joint session, 10 whom he dclh'C!'l.tl 
a valedictory -add ress. 

The two houses of congress then adjourned sine dh'. 

\ \ 




