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JOURNAL.

In parsaance of the order of adjournment on the twenty-
first day of December, eighteen hundred and thirty-six, the
housc met at the city of Houston, at 12 o’clock, ., on Monday
the first day of May, eightcen hundred and hirty-seven, in the
hallof the state house, temporarily prepared for their reception,

On motion of Mr. Allen of Nacogdoches, Mr. McKinney
was called to the chair, and the roll being called, the following
members answered to their names, viz: Messrs. McKirney, Ar-
cher, Allzn of Nacogdoches, Allen of Milam, Baker, Branch and
Brush.

There not being a quoram present,

On motion of Mr, Baker, the house adjourned uniil to-
morrow Morning at 10 o'clock.

Toesoay, Mav 2, 1837,

The house met pursuant to adjournment.

Mr. McKinney in the chair.

The roll being called, the following members appeared and
auswered to their names: Messrs, McKinney, chairman; Arch-
e, Allen of Nacogdoches, Allen of Milam, Baker, Boyd,
B}'ﬂ-nch, Brush, Cartwright, Ganut, Mill, Holman, Lewis, Pen-
Hngton, Roman, Rowe, Wright and West.

. Therc not being a quorum present, the house adjourncd
until to-morrow cleven o'clock, 1. .
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WepNespay, Max 3, 1837,

The house met pursuant to adjournment.

Mr. McKinney in the chair.

The roll being called, the following members answered to
their names; Moessrs. McKinney, chairman; Archer, Allen of
Nacogdoghes, Allen of Milam, Baker, Billingsly, Boyd,B'ranch:
Brush, Cartwright, Gant, Hill, Holman, Lcwis, Pennington,
Roman, Rowe, Wright and West. .

There not being a quorum present, the house adjourned
watil to-morrow Morning at eleven o’clock.

Taurspay, Mav 4, 1837.

The house met pursuant to adjournment.

Mr. McKinney in the chair.

On calling the roll, there did not appear to be a quorumy

And on motion of Mr. Aarcher, M~ Baker of Matagorda,
& newly elected member from Matagorda, in the place of Mr.
Era Ingram, resigned; and Mr. Arnold of Nacogdoches, a new-
Iy elected member, in place of Mr. Edwards, resigned; beingin
attendance, were introduced, qualified by the chairman, and
took their seats. .

On motion of Mr. Archer, George S. Stratton was appoin-
ted sergeant-at-arms, pro fem,

It being ascertained that a sufficient number of members
to form a quornm had arrived in the city, the sergeant-at-arms
was sent in quest of the absentees.

The roll being called again, the following members answer
ed to their names. Messrs, McKinney, Archer, Arnold, Allen
of Nacogdoches, Allen of Milam, Baker of Austin, Baker of
Matagorda, Billingsly, Boyd, Branch, Brush, Cartwright, Gant
Hill, Holman, Lewis, Pennington, Roman, Rowe, Wright,
‘White and West:

Which being two thirds of the whole house, the chair an-
nounced that a quorum was present, and

On motion of Mr., Baker of Austin, the house pro‘::ceded
to the election of officers. Messrs. Hill and Rowe, were 28p°
pointed tellers. For speaker, in the place of Mr. Ingram, re’
signed; Mr. Baker of Austin, nominated Mr. Branch T. Arch
er; there being no opposition, Mr. Archer wasunanimously elecs
ted speaker for the present session, and was conducted to the
chair, by Messrs. BaEer of Austing and Rowe.
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. For scrgeant-at-arms in place of the late incumbent, re.
signed,

Mr. Allen of Nacogdoches nominated George 8. Stratton,
Mr. Brush nominated Mr. George M. Casey.

A hallot being taken, the vote stood for George S. Stratton
12, for Casey 10, so George S. Stratton was duly clected ser-
geani-at-arms.

. Torclerk of the house, in place of the late incumbent, re-
signed; Mr. Allen of Nacogdoches, nominated Mr. Wm. Fair-
fax Gray;and there being no opposition, Mr. Gray was unani-
mously clected clerk of the housc.

For assistant clerk Mr. Rowe nominated John 8. Simpson;
and there being no oppostion, Mr. Simpson was unanimously
clected.

For engrossing clerk, Mr. Gant nominated Thomas Green;
and there being no opposition, Mr. Green was unanimously
clected engrossing clerk.

For door keeper, Mr. Allen of Milam, nominated Abner
8. McDounald; and there being no opposition, Mr. McDonald
wag¢ unanimously clected.

On motion of Mr. Allen of Nacogdoches, it was unanimously

Resolved, That the thanks of the house be presented to
Willis A. Faris, Esq., late clerk of this house, for ihe fidelity
and ability with which he has discharged the duties of that sta-
tion,
On motion of Mr. Baker of Austin, the house adjourncd
until 3 o’clock, r. M.

3 o'crock, r. M.

The house met pursuant to adjournment,

And on calling the roll the following members answered to
their names,
. Messrs. Speaker, Arnold, Allen of Milam, Baker of Aus-
t'fl, Billingsly, Boyd, Brush, Holman, Lewis, McKinney, Pen-
hington, Roman, Rowe, Wright, White and West.—16.

There being no quorum, the sergeant-at-arms was sent in
quest of the abscntees.

A sccond call was made and the following members an-
$wered.
. Messrs. Speaker, Arnold, Allen of Milam, Buker of Aus-
tin, Baker of Matagorda, Billingsly, Boyd, Brauch, Brash, Gant,

olman, Lewis, McKinney, Pennington, Roman, Rowe, Wright,

White and West.—19.
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A third call being made, the following members answered:
Messrs. Speaker, Allen of Nncogdoches, Allen of Milam, Ar.
nold, Baker of Austin, Baker of Matagorda, Billingsly, Boyd,
Branch, Brush, Cartwright, Gant, Hooper, Holman, Lewis,_)[c-
Kinncey, Pennington, Roman, Rowe, Wright, White and West.
—22; which being a guorum the house procceded to husiness.

The oath of office wasthen administered to the speaker, by
Tsaac Batterson Fisq., a justice of the pence for the county of
Harrisburg: and the oathes of office were adminisicred to the
other officers of the house by the speaker.

On motion of Mr. White it was

Resolved, That o committee be appointed to inform the sen-
ate that the house of representatives is organized and ready to
proceed to business. .

Messes, White, Baker of Austin, and Branch, were appuin-
ted the commitice.

On motion of Mr. Brush, amended on motion of Mr. Ba-
ker of Austin, it was

Resolned, That the clerk of the house be requested to cause
the journals of the last session, and the reports of the house of
representatives, which were ordered to be prinied for the use O.f
the members at this session, to be distributed to them immedi-
ately. -

A message was reccived from the scnate, through Messrs.
Irion and Somcrvell, informing the house that the scnate was
organized and ready to procced to business, and Lhat they had
appointed the following officers, vix:

Ion. Jesse Grimes,—President pro tem.
Arther Robertson,—Secretary,

E. M. Glenn,—dssistant Secrctary.

E. L. Stickney,—Enrolfing Clerk.
Oscar Farish,—Engrossing Clerk.

N. T. Byars,—Scrgcant-ot-arms,
Marshall Mann,— Door Kecper.

A. M. Tomking, Report:r.

On motion of Mr. Baker of Austin, il was

Resoleed, That a commiltee be appointed to act with such
a committec as may be appointed on the part of the senate, 0
wait on the president and to inform him, that the wo houses
h_‘“’e organized, and are now ready to receive any communieads
tion that he may have to make. :

Mozssrs. Baker of Austin, Allen of Nacogdoches, and M
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Kinney, were appointed the committee, und the clerk was sent
to communicale the sume to the senate.
A message was received from the scnate, by their reporter,
informing the house that the senate concurred in the resolution
appointing a joint committee to waiton the president, and that
they had appointed senators Ellis and Iill @ committce to wait
with the committec appointed by the house for that purpose.
On motion of Mr. Branch, the house adjourned until 10

o'clock to-morrow.
W. F. GRAY, Ci.

Fripay, Mav 5, 1837,

The house met pursuant to adjeurnment.

On calling the roll, twenty-three members answered, and
Lhedminutes of the preccding meetings of the session, were then
read.

Mr. Baker of Austin, from the joiut committec appointed
to wait on the president and inform him of the organization of
the two houses,

Reported, that thcy had performed that duty, and thatthe
president had returned for answer, that he wonld mect the two
houses this day at twelve o'clock and deliver his communication
in person.

A commiltee consisting of Messrs. McKinney, Hooper and
Allen of Nacogdoches, were appointed to invite the senate to
meet the house of representatives, in this hall, for the purpose
of receiving the president.

A petition from A. Huston, late quarter mastcr gencral
of the army, was presented by Mr. Rowe, which on motion of
Mr. Brush, was referred to the committee on claims and accounts.

On motion of Mr., Allen of Nacogdoches, it was

Resolred, That his Britannic Majesty’s Consul at Tampico,
Mr. Crawford who is now in this country, be invited to take a
feat in the hall of representatives, at any time it may suit his
convenience, and that a committee be appointed t¢ notify him
of the same.

Messrs, Allen of Nacogdoches, Rowe, and Roman, were
“ppointed a committee to carry said resolution into cffect.

The speaker laid before the house a letter from the honora-
ble M. W, Matthews, late a representative from the county of

ed River, resigning his seat in this housc; which resignation,
o motion of Mr. Allen of Nacogdoches was accepted; and



5

Messrs. Allen of Nacogdoches, and Branch were appolinted a
committee to notify the executive of said resignation. .

On motion of Mr. Branch the house took a recess, until
half past cleven o’clock.

AT LALP PAST ELEVEY, A. M.

The Speaker resumed the chair. ) L.

Mr. McKinney, from the committce appointed to invite
the senate to meet the house of representatives in this hall, at
12 o’clock, to receive the president, reported, ‘“that they had
performed that duty.”

A message was received from the senate through senators
Somervell and Wilson, that the senate accepled the invitation
of the house, and will unite with it in thiz hall,at 12 O'CIOC?, for
the purpose of receiving the communication from the prestdent
of the republic, .

The committec heretofore appointed to inform the presk
dent that the congress is organized, was then instructed to wait
on him, and conduct him into the house.

On motion of Mr. Gant it was ordercd that seais be pre-
pared within the bar of the house for the accommodation of la-
dies on this occasion. .

On motion of Mr. Allen of Milam, it was .

Resofved, That the honorable Arthur Butler, late ministe?
from the United States of North Americato the United Mex:
can States, now on a visit to this city, be invited to a seat within
the bar of this house.

Mr. Allen of Milan was appeinted a commitlee to commi-
nicate the isvitation to the honorable Wm. Butler. X

The senate then cntcred the hall, preceded by their ser

cant-at-arms, the president pro fem. took his seat on the g
and of the speaker, and presided jointly with him. .

The senators were provided with seats in front of the chair,
and the officers of the iwo houses associated in their several du-
tics, at their respective stations. B

At twelve o'clock his excellency the president entered the
hall, accompanicd by the heads of the several departments, a0
other officers of the overnment, and also by Joseph "Tucker
Crawford, Esq., His %ritaunic Majesty’s Consul at Tampico
and commissioner from the British government to this republic
andAprcceded by the joint committee of the two houses.
president was received by the members of the two houses stan
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ding uncovered, and was conducted to a seat between the preii
dent pro tem. of the senate, and the speaker of the house.

The heads of departments, the British commissioner, and
ﬂ'{c other attendants of his excellency, were accommodated
Wwith scats on the right and lefl of the chair.

The members having resumed their seats, after a short
?ausc, His Excellency rose and read the following communicae
1011,
Gentlemen of the Senate and House of Representatives.

With peculiar pleasure I greet your geturn to the Capitol.—
At the adjournment of the last scssionaghe country was under
the apprehension of an iavasion from our enemy, which crea.
ted much solicitude, and had an unkind influen® on our foreign
relations, It was temporary in its effects, as was mapifested in
the recognition of our indepcndcnce by the Government of
the United States of America. We now occupy the proud atti- *
tude of a sovercign and independent Republic; which will
impose upon us the obligation of evincing to the worldy that we
are worthy to be free. "This will only be accomplished by wise
legislation, the maintainance of our integrity, and the faithful
and just redemption of our plighted faith wherever it has been
pledged.  Nothing can be betier calculated to advance our inte-
rests and character, than the cstablishment of a liberal and
disinterested poiicy, enlightened by patriotism, and guided by
wisdom.

The plan of legislating for present emergencies, without re-
ference to a gencral and permanent system, will render a gove
ernment less stable in its institutions and less prosperous in its
Progress, than it must be where a proper foundati_on is ]aid,_and
a corresponding fabric is erected on its basis, Diversified inte-
rests must exist in every community, and that system which is
best calculated to promote the general intercst, is the one
which should be adopied and adhered to with fidelity, The
representatives of the sovereign people by a caim and delibe-
rate discussion of the various interests of the different sections
of our country will be enabled to arrive at such conclusions as
will induce them to adopt a course, which must be in its effectsy
both salutary and pleasing to cvery true patriot.

The views which must actuate every friend of the country,
Will be the advancement of iis glory and the happiness of its
titizens., The prescnt prospects of crops in our country isa
Subject of sincere gratulation, and while it reflects lusire on
the industry and enterprise of our citizens, it should inspire us

5
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with veneration and gratitede to a Divine Providence for this
manifostation of his centinucd faver.

Among the various sthjeets of decp and vital ivterest to the
country, is that of our finances. The demands en our Treasury,
stnce the adjournment of Congress, have been great, without
the means of meceting them, and rendering that aid which was
in every way so desirable.  The several acts providing for the
issucs of lund scrip to the agents spcciﬁcd, huve been complicd
with, and I regret to say, that comparatively none of the ros-
ponsibilities incurrcd Ly the laws, have been met by these
agents to whom the s#8p was issued. A compliance with e
conditions of the Jaw, pliced the agents beyond the controb
of the cxecmtivey and left it without resources, so far as the
supplies of the army and navy were dependant upen the mean$

_placed in theirhands. Repeated calls have been made upol
therm to render their accounts current te the proper depart-
ment, bat no response has been given nor reason rendered fo
protesting the drails which have been drawn upon them, Thie
state of adfairs being presented, the Bxecutive resorted to the
énly aliernative left, and dirceted that no further sales of suip
should- take place by them; but, that the means remaining it
their hands,> should be Immediately passed over to the SPCC"}l
agent of the: government, and ihat they should render theif
dccounts accordingly. - Té this subject the carly attention of

« congress i3 carnestly requested. 4
- The commissioncrs sent to the United States, for the purpose
of negotiating a loan of five millions, have constantly reporte
so unfaverably of the money market, that it was nok deeme
necegsary to issue the bonds until recently.  One of the gentle-
men indicating a wish to retire after having béen much delayed
on-his journcy by ill health, and the other giving us no hope @
beilig:.ible to cffect any thing by present exertions, it wae
thought proper to permit them both to return, and others bhave
been appointed and proceeded to the United States, with a part .
of the bonds, and with confident hopes of suecess. R
= The public domain of the country being the fonndation of it9
ﬁ;lunces, will demand the mast serious and cnlightened judgment
"d congress, and from its- importance, urge the nccessity o
? ?Pt’l"g ‘fome seeurc system for the future government c'flih?lt
branch of .our resources, and for the regulation of the rights
which have been aequired under former laws in relation to it—
The views of the Executive having been given daring the 1as
session of congress in #elation to tho land bill, submitted for 2P~
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proval, have undergone no change, but time has only g 3
them additional wcgight. By rel%r’encc to the bill, {ti;t:? ]:
Manifesi to. all, that it is not adapted fo our situation; anid should
it be permitted to go into effect, the public intercst must suffer
inury, and the public faith, so far as it is concerned, in the re-
dc',"PUOH of pledges, based on her public domain, must also suffer
serious prejudices. I would recommend that some plan be de-
Vls_cd that will ascertain all ihe located Jands of the county; this
being done, the vacant fands will be readily indicated, and pre-
vent the futyre conflict of titles—¥nless some precaution of this
'Cllflra.cter is.adeptod, endless litigation must be the cousequence.
. The subject of the undefined fimits on our northeastern fron-
tier, between the United States and this Repablie will require:
the uction of Cohgress. ‘The boundaries have been’ so well
d‘escribcd by thetreaty of 1819, between Spain and the United
States, that little difiiculty is apprehended in defining and esta-
blishing our just line, and obviating all trifling diffiultios vhich
may haye -at any tinve existed, through a want of propcr ¢onsf-
dera¢ion. DProvision for the appointment of a commissioner {o
meet one on the part of the United States is desirable.  Cou-
nected with the subject of boundary is that of the Caddo In-
dinns, inhabiling a portisn of our northeastern frontier. By a
treaty recently held with that tribe they have ceded certuin
lauds to the United States, and have shown a dhposition te
amalgamate with the wild Indians within our unquestionable
bounda'ry, while late advices have assured me that the United
States agent of the tribe has issucd to the warriors, rifles and
ammunition, The condition and disposition of these Indians
as well as their thefts and murders npon dur horders, have heen
subjects on which our ministers at Washinglon city have been
advised and jnstructed to muke immediate and argent remon-
$trances (o that government, and I am well assured from the
<haracter of thc_gentlcmen, that they have not becn wanting
to their duty in this respect. The principal aggressions on our
rontiers have either been instigated or perpetrated by the Cud-
s, Tt would he painful to sapposc, under the circumstances,
that the United States agent, in furnishing them the mecans of
further injury to the exposcd frontier inhabitants of our country,
had acted under the orders of his government. It is duc to his
Boveramenl to sappose that he has procecded unadvisedly, and
tha? tlic stipulations of the treaty concluded between the Unit- -
¢d States and Mexico in April 1830, will be rigidly adhered to
30 far ag they appertain to the United States and Republic &
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Texas. It wasamong the first objects of the constitutional
government, on assuming its duties, to adopt such mcasures as
would give peace and sccurily to our cxtended fronticr.  For
this purposc commissioners were appointed at an early period
to hold treaties with scveral of the most numerous and active
of the fronticr tribes. As yet, nothing has been cffected, owing
in part to the season of the year at which the business was com-
menced as well as to other causes.” A hope is entertained that
something beneficial will shortly result, as our commissioners are
in constant cxpectation of holding a treaty with the associate
bands of the prairics. This government has recently received
information from sources cntirely satisfactory, that a delegation
consisting of twenty northern Indians residing on the borders
of the United States, had visited the town of Matameres, and
had stipulated with the Mexican authorities, to furnish that
government three thousand warriors, well armed, so soon as it
would invade Texas. Commentary upon such alliances in the
present age, would be an insult to chivalry, and a reflection up-
on the hearts and understandings of those who have sought te
to establish the maxim, that war is calamitous enough withont
the evils'of treachcry and massacre, which devote alike the fe-
male and the warrior to craclty and death. Assurances are
rendered to this government, that citizens of this republic have
lately bee®t inade prisoners by the Caddos, and that scalps re-
cently taken on our frontier have been secn in their nation. It
is within the province of this government to enquire into the
causes which have produced these calamities, and no vigilance
on my part shall be wanting to prevent their recurrence.
feel fully aware that the policy of this government is to pursue
a just and liberal course towards our Indian neighbors; and to
prevent all encroachments upon their rights.-

. The army of Texas has neverbecn in a more favorable condi-
tion than at present. The permanent foree in the ficld is suff-
cient to meet all the emergencies of invasion, while at the short-
est notice the defence of the country can be brought into imme-
diate action in that event.

1 feel assured that a system of discipline, subordination and
police bas been established in the army, which reflects much
credit upon its gencral, and does no less honor to the officers
and s.oldl.Ers than-to our country. They havecncountered ma-
ny privations and difficulties within the lasi season, which it
was impossible for the government to avert, owing to causcs al-
veady stated, and I am proud to say that order has becn maw
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ifested, and the spirits of thosc “men devoted t6 liberty have
::thsmllk‘Iluto_pusn“animity and weakness, but have been” horne
m};;;lt illumined by the ardent hope that they may, ere long,
toih .an, C‘n(‘my opposed to human rights, when they can cvince
o L \\O‘lld. th.ut they arc the descendants of freemen, and that
ey are wavincible. [ feel pleasurc in recommending their con-
dltlo_n to the considgration of congress, and irust that every
possible aid may béscndered to their comfort, cfficiency, and
glory. At the saine time I fecl assurcd that they will not disre-
revolutions, and that one important truth will

gard the hisioryigg;
not cscape theirse servation, viz: that thosc who contend for Ith-

e,rt)'"‘lust bcpré’parcd to endure privations, The glory of the sol-
dler' is always proportioned to the difficnlty and danger of his
achicvements.  The situggion of the army at the adjournment
of the last session of congress was far from what was desirable
to the country; since then an organization has taken place, and
Much credit is due to the officers and soldiers for their ready
obedience tosthe laws and regulations which have been enacted
for thcir government. By the reduction of the number of su-
pernumerary officers its expenses have been diminished to the
amount of #229,032, per annum. The requisite number, of of-
ficers are now in command, and the organization is complete.

The insufliciency of our navy must be a subject of serious

consideration. Whenthe constitutional government assumed its
functions, the armed vessels, Brutus and Invincible, were in the
port of New York, and remained there until a few weeks past,
when they returned, but withoat either crews or provisions for
a cruise.
The Independence having not more than {wo wecks pro-
visions, was taken to New Orleans some months since, where
she has been detained, and has not yet been reported to this
government for service.

At an carly day a confidential officer was despatched to
the United Stafes, for the purposc of purchasing such vessels
as would enable us to keep the command of the gulf from our
enemy.

. He has reported to the proper department, and his arrival
13 dnily expected with one or more fine vesscls, in preparation
to defend our commerce, and make reprisals en the enemy.

Our commerce has suffered to some extent, and a small
Portion of supplies for the army, has baen captured and taken
ito Mexican ports. I take leave to call the serious attention
of congress to the establishment of a navel depot at some point
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@n.our coasty which will add greatly to our cfficicncy al seay
and at the same time diminish, glr cxpcenses.

The suspension of business-attendant on the removal of the
public archives and documents, with other reasens, has render-
ed it impossible to lay before cougress detailed reportsof the
several departments of the government, showing their condition;
but so soon as practicable, and at an garly day, they will be
submitted, and all important informatiem’reierred to congress.

Not uncounceted with the naval force of the country, isthe
subject of the African slave trade. It camhet be disbelieved
that thousands of Afvicans have lutely heenfimported to the Isl-
and of Cuba, with a design to transfer a large pertion of them
into this republic.  This unboly and cruel traflic has called
down the reprobation of the humagge and just of all civilized na-
tions.—Our abliorrence (o it is clearly exprossedinour constitu-
tion and laws, Nor hasit rested alone upon the declaration
of our policy, but has long since been a subject of representa
tron to the government of the United States, our ministers ap-
prisiag it of every fact which would enable it to devise such
means as would prevent either the landing or introduction of
Afrieansinto our couniry. - s

‘The naval force of Texus not being in a situation to be di-
verted from our immcediate defence, will be a sufficient reason
why the government of the United Stutes, and Eagland should
employ such a portion of their force, iu the Guli as will atonce
arrest the accursed trade and redeom this republic from the
suspicion of connivance which would be as detrimental to il
chaructv;r as the practice is repugnant to the feelings of its citi-
gens.  Should the traflic continue the odium cannot rest upon
as, but will remain a blot upon the escutcheon of nations who
haye power, and withhold their hand from the work of humanity-
the sutbyl:;ltl :? proper to remark that our attitude in rc—l:\‘tion to
undcrvgne of anncxation to the United States of America, h]"‘:
Tast scaon of lmp~05tunt change _since the adjournment of ’“c
to the subie tco;lgmas. Our ministers at W ashinglon City g
bttty 'dtc of our natienal coucerns, their nbh:,\zcnlous an
acter W?h;chetn[“on, ﬂnd.mucl} credit is duc to them for the ehaf
eign ~court ’]Ic‘ly sustatnod in advocating our interests atrﬂ'fm;i-
Slates was com ’CHPL‘“Od at which the congress of the Lm]te(
government, r ll’_C led to a(l_;om'n_, prevented any action of tha

s Felative to anncxation. It willy it is lioped, he 1¢

ferred to the act
p ction of the ne oo arly de
termination. : ext session, and receive an early
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In the mean time it will be proper for Texas to pursue a
course of policy which will be bencficial to her in a character
substantive, and to secure her existence and her rights, without
refercnce to contingencies. Forit is nol possible to determine
what are to be her (ature relations to the civilized nations of the
globe.  Blessed with a soil the most fertile, and clinate the most
delighlful and salubrions, Texas must attract the attention of
all the commercial and manufacturing nalions of the world.

Her cotton, sugar, indigo, wines, peltrizs, live stock and
the precious minerals will all become objects or mercantile en-
terprise and activity.

. Nor can we'loose sight of the important production of the
LIVCA Oule. It is but reasonable to say that four ffts of all that
pecies of timber, now in the world, is to be found growing in
Texas, while many millions worth of it is daily decaying on our
cultivated fields. .

To establish such intercourse with nations friendly to usyas
will induce thém to scck our market. with their manufasturcs
and eommodities, and reccive from us in exchange our produé-
tions, will become our most imperative duty. -

Texas with her superior patural advantages must becomea
point of attraction, and policy of establishing with her the
earlicst relations of friendship and commerce will not escape
the eyc of statesmen. :

England has not disregarded our situation thus far, nor can .
we believe from the indications already manifested by her, that
she is fo regard our prosperity with unkind feelings of suspicion
or inditference.

Should cur fesources be regulated by a wise and politic sys-
tem of legislation, we must remain an independent und become
a prosperous people.

Our relutions to Mesicgdince the last scssion of congress,,
a¥e undergone no importxgchunge,nbr have overtures beéen
hade by cither nation. Y :

Texas, confident "that shie can sustain the rights for which
she has contended,i: not willing toinvoke the mediation of oth-
CF powers; while Mexico, blind to her infercst and her future
CXistence, scems determined on protracting the war, without re-
gard to her internal commotions. Rovolutionsisstafking abroad
lhm.llghout her land shile she is unable to defend her frontier
agaiust the incursions of the bands of predalory Indians on the

"ntier of the Rio Grande from Santa P'e to Matamors. Eap-
J 10 last winter a cor{cspondcucc was.cpencd by the secretary
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of state with the Mexican Consul at New Orleans containing
propositions to exchange prisoners, so fur 2s the number of Tex-
ians would extend, and then to release the excess of Mexican
prisoners on parole, ) .

Notwithstauding the hamanity and liberality of this offer,
it has et no oflicial response from that government, 1t scem-
ed to meythat i woeld be in accordance with the clvilization oi
the age, to release all the prisoners, and to permit them to leave
ourshiores 0 scou s they can de so.  lu Lthe meantime X have
learncd that eur citizens, as well as the prisoners, at Matamoros,
(amounting to thirteen in number) huve been Jiberated. Itis
impossible for me to uccount for the apathy with which Mexico
treated the subjeet, and her willingness to permit a portion of
the bravest traops of the nation to remain prizoners in exile,
whena jnst policy, would at once, huve restored them to their
country and their homes.

Cougress will no doubt find it necessary to revise the laws
of the republic, and to dircct that a digest be made of those of
Coahuila and Texas so far us they may be useful to the estab-
lishment of rights acquired, under them.

It will be seen that the adoption of the common law f)fE"g'
land, with modifications adapted to our sitnation, is required by
the provisions of the constitution. .

Nothing can conduce more to the order and stability“’f a
government than the simplicity of laws, the proper definition ®
rights, and their impartial and consislent administration.

I will not close this communication to your honorable bodys
W,“:hOUt presenting to your consideration, the claims of citizens
of the United States, who acquircd, s they conecived, bona file
titles to lands in Texas. X

1t is due to many of these individuals, (o suggest, that their
generous and manly efforts in behalf of our cause, will entitle
them lo the most favorable decisions of congress.

. Their means have aided us in the darkest hours of our pre-
bation, and reeently have aided in dispelling our cmbarras:
ments.  Such men deserve the gratitude, as well as the justic
of our country,

. While teflecting upon the dispensations of an Almighty
Being, Wh9 has conducted our country through scenes of unpar
allelled privation, massacre arid suffering, itis but gratilude an
sensibility to render to him oar most devout thanks, and invoke
his kind benignity and future providence, that he will preserve

and goverh us as a chosen people,
saM. HOUSTOXN.

Houston, Muy 5, 1837,
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His exeellency having concluded, retired from the hall,
»conducted :mfi accompanied as on his entrance.

_ The business on which the two houses had united in Joint
:ﬁsgxon be{ng ended, the honorable senators arese on the call of
: eir presul_ent-, the two houses separated, and the senate with '

1eW to their chamber in the same order in which they had en-
tered.
On motion of Mr. Allen of Nacogdoches, it was

AO"{/W&:!, That one thousand copies of the president’s com-
Munication be printed for the use of the house of representatives.

, On motion of Mr. Baker of Austin the house adjourned
until Monday meraing at 10 o’clock.

W. F. GRAY, Ci.

Monpay, Max 8 1837,

The house met pursaant to adjournment.
. Mr. Gant presented the petition of Darvid Laughlin pray-
g a grapt-of Eahds to Mary Merilla- Foot, which, on motien
of Mr. Gant, was referred to the committee on public lands,

Mr. Allen of Nacogdoches, from the committee appointed
b notify the cxceutive of the resignation of the Hon. M. L
Matthews of the county of Red River, reported, that the coms
Witice had performed that daty, and had received in answer
that there would be a writ of election issued without delay:

Mr. Brush submitted the following joint resolution:

Resoloed, by the sennte and house of representatives of the
"epublic of Texas in congress assembled, That the president be
"Quired to issue writs of clection to fill the vacancies that have
%ccurred in the depopulated districts, since the first meeting of
“Ongress; leaving it discrotionary with him to order the polls

¢ held whercyer the inhabitants of the said district may be.

On motion of Mr. White the fifty-first rule of the house
Wag suspended, and the said joint resolution was read a second
Me, and

(_)ll molion of Mr. Baker of Austin, it was referred to the
“mmittee on the judiciary-
g On motion of Mr. Gant the following precamble and pesolu-
o0 were adopted.
ho, Whereas several new members have been elected to the
n se of representatives, and whereas several of the former
embers.are absent;—

g’e it resolved, That the speaker is hereby insiructed to
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form ancw, standing committecs of at Ieast five members cachy
on such subjects as he may think necessary and proper.

Mr. Gaut asked leave to introduce a biil to be entitled “an
act to regulate and fix inheritances;” which being granted by
the house,

The bill was read a first time and laid on the table.

On motion of Mr. Rowe it was

Resofved, That a committee of threc be appointed fo ex-
amine and report on the unfinished business of the last session.

Mr. Rowe, Mr. White, and Mr. Gant were appointed 3
commiltee for said purposc.

- On motion ef Mr. White the house adjourned until to-mor-
row morning at ten o’clock.
W. F. CRAY, Cl'k

Trespav, Mavy 9, 1837,

The Speaker resumed the chair at the vsual hour; and the
roll being called, the following members appearcd: Mcss‘:?:
Speaker, Allen of Milam, Arnold, Baker of Matagorda, Bi
Jingsly, Boyd, Branch, Brush, Chenoweth, Cartwright, Ganty
Hill,” Hooper, Molman, Lcwis, McKinney, Roman, Rower
Wright; White, West. ]

Messrs. Baker of Austin, and Pennington, were reporte
sick and unable to attend.

The sergeant-at-arms was dispatched in quest of the abr
sentee, returncd, and reported, that he could not be found. .

Mr. Branch moved an adjournment until 2 o’clock, whic
was lost. R

The scrgeant-at arms was again sent in quest of the absel
member, but again returned and reported an uneuccessiul seart
' “At a qdarter past 11 o’clock, en motion of Mr. Hoopet
the hots¢ adjourned until half past two o’clock, P M. °

At 2 o’cLOCK, P B

The house met pursuant to adjournment, 3
. And the rol] being called, twenty-three members answeres
" 'The Bpeaker announced the following stending commiteet
appointed under the resolution passed yesterday., 0"

~ On Foreign  Relations,—Messrs, Boyd, Allen of Nacog

ches; "Allen of Milam, Holman, McKinney. 3

On Ways and  Means—Nossre. Allen of Nacogdocht®
Branch, Chenoweth, Rowe, Pennington.
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On Claims and Accounts—Messrs Branch, Bak

agorda, West, White; Wright, ’ » vaker, of Mat
. On the Judiciary—Messrs. Baker of Austin, Hill, Cart-
right, Arnold, Gant. . .

On Public’ Lands—Messrs, Rowe, Holmap, Baker of Mat-

“gor%r, Arnold, Brush.
n the ree—Mes: : 7 i
an, LC:V]'S.POS[ Office—Meossrs. Holman, Boyd, Wright, Re-

On Indian Affaivs—Messts. Billingsly, Allen of Milam
Hooper, McKinnemencb. e . ’

Onhe State of the Republic—Messrs. Allen of Milam, Brash,
Baker of Matagorda, Hooper, Baker of Austin. .

On County Boundaries Messrs. Lewis, Holman, White,
Brash, Hill,

On Roads Bridges and Ferries—Messts. Pennington, Ro-
man, West, Gait. Lewis. Lt -

On Mikiary 4 ffairs—Messrs. Roman, Chenoweth, Rowe,
Baker of Matagordd, Brush. - - g

O Nuval Affairs—Mcssts. Gant, Boyd, Hill, Cartwright,

oper.

On Enrolled Bills—Messrs, White, Boyd,

Mr. Chenoweth presented the petition of James Taylor,
which was read and referred to the commitice on claims and ac-
Counts,

Mz, Branch submitted the following joint resolution:

Resolved, by the scnale and house of representatives of
the republic of Texas, in congressassembled, That the auditor
be, and he is Lereby required, to audit ail cluims presented to

im for articles of whatever kind or discriplion, purchased by
OF furnished to the commissarics or quarter masters.of our army,
Y a citizen of this republic, upon the certificate of such com-
Missary or quarter master, or other salisfuclory testimony of the
{:Ct9 and upon the individual's taking the eath prescribed by
W

Which was read a first time and Iaid on the table.
On motion of Mr. Reweit was
Resolocd, That so much of the president’s message as re-
lates to Japgd laws be referred to the committee on pablic Jands.
On motiion of Mr. Allen of Nacogdoches, it was
: Resobjed, That so much of the president’s message as re-
ates to finances be referrcd to the committee of ways aud means.
On motion of Mr. Gant it was
‘ Resulveu’, That so much of the president’s message as relates
S Baval affairs be 1eferred to the committce on naval alfirs,
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On motion of Mr. White it was

Resolved, That so much of the president’s meseage as relates
to Indian affairs be referred to the committee on Indian affairs.

On motion of Mr. Chenoweth it was

Resolved, That such portion of the president’s message a8
relates to the army,be referred to the committce on military af
fairs,

On motion of Mr. White it was

Resolved, That so much of the president’s message ag Ié
Tates to foreign relations be referred to the committee on foreigt
refations,

On motion of Mr. Chenoweth it was

Resolved, That so much of the president’s message as [*
Iates to Texian agents be referred to the committee on the
state of the republic.

On motion of Mr. Allen of Nacogdoches it was

Resolved, That so much of the president’s message 28 ™
Iates to our pledges tothe people of the United States, be 1
ferred-to the committee on foreign relations. ok

On motion of Mr. Gant, the bill (No. 1,) to be entitled ﬂ:
act to regalate and fix inheritances,” was taken up a_nfi T
second time, and referred to the committee on the judiciaty.

On motion of Mr. White, the house adjourned till lo-mé!

¥ow morning at ten o’clock. "
W. F. GRAY, CPk

: WebxespaY, 10th May, 1837 bt
The members assembled according to adjournmenty
ewing to the storm of the preceding night, and the insuﬂiaencyl
of the building, the floor baing flaoded with water, and the bal
®nfit for the transaction of business, on motion, the hous¢ #
“Josrned until to-morrow morning at 10 o’clock.

W. FAIRFAX GRAY, Clk
. Frurspay, May 11, 1837 twe

The house met pursuant to adjournment, and twenty
members appeared in their places.

The petition of Peyton 8. Wyatt, praying comp
for expenditares, &e. was presented by Mr. Roman, read:
referred to the committee on claims and accounts. A
. Mr. Boyd presented the petition of Samuel Bacon, P:i T
Ing compensation for services; which was read and referr®
the committee on claims and accounts.
| atr]

ensation
aﬂd
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Mr. Holman presented the petition of David O. Warren
and others, praying compensation for services; which was read
and referred to the committce on claims and accounts.

Mr. Rowe, from the committee on lands submitted a report
on so much of the president’s message as relates to the public
lands and general land oftice, accompanied by a bill supple-
mentary to the “act to cstablish a general land office.”

" On motion of Mr. Branch, “that the rcport he accepted,”
the ayes and noes were colled.

AYES—Messrs. Speaker, Arnold, Boyd, Branch, Cart-
right, Gant, Hill, Hooper, Holman, Lewis, MKinney, Pea-
nington, Rowe, Wright, White, West—186.

NOES—Messrs. Allen of Nacogdoches, Allen of Milam,
Baker of Matagorda, Billingsly, Brush, Chenoweth and Ro-
man—7.

Ordered, That three hundred copies of the report be print-
ed for the use of the house.

.. On miotion of Mr. Rowe, the bill was read a first time and
laid on the table.

Mr. Gant, from. the committce on the unfinished business
of last session, made a report of the business remaining on the
speaker’s table at the close of the last session.

Mr. Gant also submitted a bill and two joint resolutions
which had passed the two houses at the close of the last session.
and about which it was uncertain whether or not they had been
enrolled and presented to the president.

Referred to the committee on enrolled bills for cnquiry.

Mr. Gant introduced a bill to be entitled “an act for the
benefit of aliens, who are the the lawful heirs of citizens who
have, or may hereafter die, or be killed in the service of the
republic of Texas,” which was read a first time, and laid on {he
tab]c'The Speaker laid before the house sundry returns of elec-
tions hald for members of this house, which had been transmit-
ted to him from the office of the Sccretary of State.

On motion of Mr. White the said returns were referred to
mittec. The chair appomtctd Messrs. White, Rowe,

v doches that committee. E
and %lrl‘c:;.:tfio??[?%{r. Brancl, the joint resolution submitted by
him on Tuesday, respeeting the dutics of thc auditor, was tuken!
up on its second reading, and being amended, was réferred to

i the state of the republic. '
fhe C%Tll;ng';iilg:r l:zid before the house & report from the audi-

a select com
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tor of public accounts, which was read, and on motion of Mr.
Gaant, refereed to the commitice on the state of the republic,

On motion of Mr. Pennington, the house adjourned untt
10 o’clock to-morrow, .

Frioay, May 12, 1837,

The heuwss et purzuani to adjournment—23 members
preseut.

Afr. Branch preseated the petition of Charles Sage praying
compensation for services and relief for expenditure, which was
read, and, on molion of Mr. Branch, was, with the accompany-
ing documents, referred to the committee on claims and ac-
counts.

; On motion of Mr. Rowe, the Hon. R. M. Williamson was
permitted to appear at the bar of the house to read and explain
fa petition on his own_behalf, as agent and attorney in fact of
ithe late empresurio, Benjamin R. Milam. The petitioner ap-
peared, read his petition, and commented at large on the same:

On motion of Mr. Holman, the petition of R. M. William-
son was referred to the commiitee on public lands.

A message was received from the Senate by their clork,
informing the house that the senaic had passed the following
joint resolution, in which they asked the eoncurrcnce of the
house:

“A joint resolution for the suppression of Indian hostilities.”

Resolved by the Senale and House of Beprescntatives of
the Republie of Texas, in Congress assembled, That a spccial
committce be appointed by each bousz of Congress, to act in
conjanction on the subject of making an expcdiﬁon against the -
scveral tribes of hostile Indians that are infesting our frontier
“setilements

Also, u joint resolution requesting the President to appoint
an-agent to the court of Great Britain.

Rosolved, by the Scnate and Iouse of Represcntatives of
the Republic of Texas, in Congress assembled, "Chat the Presi-
dent be requested to appeint an agent to repair to the court of
Great Britain to solicit the recognition of eurdindependence, and
to cntcr_mto such treatics as may be hecessary to advance our
mutual inlerests; and that nine thousand ive hundred dollars are
hcrcby_ appropnafed out of any money 'in the treasury not
otherwise appropriated, to.carry this resolution inte effect.

‘The first joint resolution from the Senate bei, wnder con-
sidcration, on mtion ef: Mr. Gant, the fifty ﬁ,-stgm,e of the
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house was suspended, and the resolution was read three times
and passed,

On motion of Mr. Billingsly the same was re-considered.

M- Billingsly submitted the following substitute for the
said joint resolution.

Resoloed, by the House of Representatives in congress as-
sembled, That the Speaker of this house appoint a committee
of three {0 act in conjunction with a like committee appointed
an the part of the Senate, to draft a bill for the beiter proteciion
of the Indian fronticr. .

‘Which was adepted, and ordered to be scnt to the senate
for their concarrence, aud Mr. Billingsly, Mr. Whitc and Mr,
Gant were appointed the committee.

The sccond resolution from the Scuate was then taken up,
read a first time and laid on the table.

On motion of Mr. White, it was

Resolved, That the committce on county boundaries he
ipstructed to'reporta bill defining he boundaries of the sevea
ral countics of this republic,

The house then proceeded to the ordersof the day, On
motion of Mr. Rowe, a bill to be cotilled “an et 1o legalize
marriage contracts” was ﬁakcn up on its second rcading, and
referred to a'sclect commiltee, consisting of Messrs. Rowe, Ba-
ker of Matagorda, and Branch. )

A bill to be entlitled “an act establishing a rate of inte-
rest, which had passed the house at the last session, was, on mo-
tion of Mr. White, ordered to hc engrossed, and sent to ihe

Senate. X . .
On motion of Mr. Penninglon, the house adjourned until

3 o'clock, By M.
»
3 ocrock, P, M.

The house met pursuant to adjournment,

Mr. Rowe, from the select commitice on the bill Lo legul-
jze marriage contracts, reported anew bill as a substitute,

Mr, Clhienoweth moved a rejéclion of the bill, which was
Jost, and the subsiitute reccived in leu of the bil), on its second
reading.

“#x*-On motion of Mr. While, the house resolved itsclf inlo
a committec of the whole house on the bill to legalize marriage
contracts. )

Mr. Branch in the chuir:

After some time spent in consideration thereof, the com-
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mittee arose,  Mr. Branch reported the bill to the house, with-
out amendments, and asked that the committee be discharged
from the further consideration therwof, which was accordingly
granted.

The house then, on motion of Mr. Branch, proceedzd to
consider the bill by scctions.

Mr. Gant moved an amendment to the first scction which
was rejected, and the bill baving been read through,

Mr. moved that it be referged to the commitice on
the Judiciary; on which question the ayes and nocs being call-
ed, those who voted in the aflirmative were Messrs, Speaker,
Allen of Nacogdoches, Arnold, Baker of Matagorda, Billings-
1y, Brush, Chenoweth, Gant; Hooper, M‘Kinncy, Roman
White—12. :

.. Those who voted in the negative were Mesers, Allen of
Milam, Boyd, Curtright, ILill, Holman, Lewis, Pcnnington,
Rowe, West, Wright—-10.

So the bill was referred to the committee on the judiciary.

Mr. Branch moved that the house do now adjourn, which
was lost,

On motion of Mr. Gant, the bill 1o be entitled #an act for
the benefit of alicns who are the Jawful heirs of citizens who
have, or may hereafter die or be killed in the scrvice of the

.republic of Texas,” was taken up and reforred to the committee
on Lhc_]mli(-izu‘y.

On motion of Mr. Brush, it was

Resoloed, That the committee on the Judiciary be instruct-
ed {o report as carly as practicable in rclation to the subject ©
elections in the depopulated counties, referred to some days ago.

On motion of Mr. Allen of Nacogdoches, it was

Resolved, That the Clerk be, and he is hereby authorized
{o procure, on the faith of the Republic, such stationary an
other art‘clcs_ as may be necessary for the usc of the house.

On motion of Mr, Brush, the house then adjourned until
to-morrow mornisg, 10 o’clock,

W. F. GRAY, Cl'k

Syterpay, 13th May, 1837.

The house met pursvant to adjournment, twenty-three
members present.

Ml". Chenoweth presented the petition of George C. Arnest,
late assistant quarter-master, praying relief and audit of his ac:
counts, which, with the accompanying documents werc referred
to the commitlee on cliims and accounts,
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M, Branch presented the petition of James Richardson,
praying for relief, which was referred to the Judiciary com.
mittee,

_Mr. Branch presented.a petition of M argaret R. Tarrel),
draying for o divorce from Josiah J. Harrell—referred to the
committee on the Judiciary.

. Mr. West presented ihe petition of Louisa Rowe, praying
or a divorce from her hushband, ——~ Rowe.  Relerred (o
the Judiciary committee.

A message was received from the Senate, by their clerlk,
Mr. Robertson, with a bill to suppress gambling.

M, While, from.the commiliec on cnrolled bills, reported
that the bill and two joint resolations which had been referred
to that committee for enquiry had become laws, and ihat no
further action on the subject was necessary, The committee
wus accordingly discharged from the further consideration of the
subject. .

_Mr. Arnold, from the committee on the Judiciary, to whom
was veferred the resolution respecting vacanciesin the depopu-
lated distriects, made the [ollowing report.

Mr. Brush moved fhiat the report be rejected; which mo-
dion was lost.

M. White, from the seleet commitice on election returns,
made the following report:  The commiliee to whom was refer.
ted the elections of Nuacogdoches and Mutagorda, have exam-
ined the returns from the said ceunties, and find, that in the
county of Nacogdoches, Haden Arnold reccived 160 votes, and
Jehn Duarst 61 votes.  Mr. Arnold is therefore elected,  Iu the
county of Matagorda, 1). Davis 1. Baker recgived 89 votes, il
George Collinsworth 81 votes.  Mr. Baker is therclore clected.
The proper members having taken their scals, your comnilice
ask to be discharged.

. The committec was accordingly discharged, and the report:
luid on the table. .

Mr. Hooper submiited a resolation on taxation, which being
amended, was adopted in the following words: .

Resolved, that the committee on ways and mecans he in
structed to prepare a bill to raise a revenue by direct taxati
and algo to cnquire what amendments are nccessary in the lawW
that levies impost duties after the first day of Junc next.

Mr. Chenoweth by leave presented a bill to be entitled #an
act to incorpordte the Red river and Aransaso Bay Rail Road,

uvigation and Banking Compruy.”
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‘Which was read a first time.

Mr. Brush submitted a protest against the report of the com-
wmittee on lands, made by Mr. Rowe on the eleventh instant,
which he asked to have entcred upon the journals.

On motion of Mr. Allen of Nacogdoches it was

Ordered, That the protest lie on the table. ]

Mr. Branch by leave of the house introdueed o bill to be
entitled “an act for the relicf of Alexander Buxton, which hav-
ing been read,

On motion of Mr. White the filty first rule of the house
was suspended, and the bill read a second time, and .

On motion or Mr. Branch, it was referred to the commit-
tee on the judiciary.

~  Onmotion of Mr. Brush the report of the committee o the
judiciary, concerning vacancies in the depopulated districts, waé
taken up, and

On motion of Mr. Chenoweth it was 5

Resolved, That the report of the judiciary committee, with
the resolution on the subject of elections in the depopulated
“districts, be referred to a select committec.

Messrs. Chenoweth, Baker of Matagorda, and Brash were
appointed the select committec. .

e Speaker laid before the house a letter from the anditor
of public accounts, which was referred to the committee on the
state of the republic.

The Speaker also laid before the house o report from the
auditor of public accounts, on the subject of colonel A Hus-
ton’s accounts whieh, with the accempanying documents, were
referred to the committee on claims and accounts.

The bill from the schate to be entitled “an act to suppres®
gembling,” was taken up, and being read,

On motion of Mr. Branch the fifty-first rule of the hous®
was suspended, and the bill read a second time.

Mr. Branch moved a farther suspension of the rale for the
purpose of reading the bill a third time, but the motion was’ 038

Mr. Chenoweth moved its reference Lo a select commitie?
which was also lost.

Mr. White moved its reference to the committee on the
state of the republic,~—which was itkowise lost. . .

On motion of Mr. Branch the house adjourned until Mon
day morning at 10 o’clock. .

W, G. GRAY, CI'k
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T . Moxpay, Mav 15, 1837,
Ahs house met pursuant to adjeurnment,
their senatsl.\{r' Wharton and Mr. Geraghty appeared and took
M The Speaker laid before the house a letter from Abner 8.
<Donald, resigning his office of door keeper to the house, which

was aceepted,
Mr. Branch nominated Solomon L. Johnson to the office,

aud there being no opposition, Mr. 8. L. Sohason was unani-
Hously elected, and sworn into office by the Speaker.

Mr. West presented the credentials of Jesse Burnham, a
Mmember elect from the county of Colorado,in place of the hom
orable J. J. Robinson, deceased, which being attested in due
form, the honorable member was sworn into office by the Speak-
er and took his seat. '

Mr. West presented the petition of Henry Griffeth, praying
Compensation for a vessel pressed into the public gcrvice, which
Wag pefetred to the commitiee on claims and accounts.

"Mr. Branch from the committee on claims and accounts, to
whom was referred the petition of A. Huston, made the follow~

ing
REPORT:

The committee on claims and accounts, to whom was re-
ferred the petition of A. Huston, late guarter master generaly
together with- the aceompanying do ts, have diligently exs
amiged the same, and from the vouchers therewith submitted,
eniertain no doubt of the correctness of the transactions of this
officer. Your commitice are of opinion that the amount of
government funds ($3,980,) stolen from the quarter master gen-
eral at Natchitoches, was owing to no negligence on the part
of that officer, but was unavoidable, and should consefaently

¢ a loss to the government, The individual responsibilitics in-
curred by that officer for the purchase of articles for the use of
this government,—when the credit of the government had failed
lo procure them,—are clearly shown by the vouchers submitted
to your committee, —amoupting to near four thousand dollars,
and should, in their opinion, be liquidated in the mauner prayed
for. With regard to the services of the quarter master gener-
alin the Unitcd States, conceiving he was acting in the discharge
of his dutics, the committee are of opinion no extra pay should
be allowed, and in conformity to these views have instructed

¢ to offer the {ollowing resolution.
EDWARD T. BRANCH,
Chairman.
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Resolved, by the seuale and house of represciitatives of the |
republic of Texas, in congress assembled, That the auditor be,
and he is hereby authorized to make a settlement with A. Hus-
ton, laic quarter master general, and that the secretary of the
treasury be dirceted to pay the ainount of said account, (provi-
ded the simce shall nol exceed four thousand dollars,) in govern
ment land serip, ot fifly cents per acre.

Mr, Chenoweth, from the sclect committee o whom was
referred the resolation and réport, of the comumittee on the judi-
eiary, respecting electionsin the depopulated districts, madethe
following

REPORT:
__The select. committee, to whom was referred the reportof the
Judiciary eommiitee upon the subject of filling vacancics in the
representation from the depopulated districts, have had the same
under consideration,

The commitice are at a Ioss to conceive how the Judiciary
committec conld have arrived at the conclusion, that it woul
be unconstitutional to permit the inhabitants of depopulated dis-
ticis, to vote for representatives, iir the manncr poined out id
the rosolutions The constitution which mast always bethe rule
for our government in such cases, in defining the rights of

- frage and citizenship in this repablic, is plain and dcfinite as lan-
guage can makeit, 1t expressly declares “that every citizen of
ihe x'cpu'blic, who has attained the age of twenty-one, and shall
h.avc. resided six months in the district or county where the elec-
tion is, shall be entitled to vote for members of the gcnera] con-
gress.”  From the foregoing clausc it wil be readily percci"‘*d'
that it uyer was the intention of the framers of that instrument
to ;':rovulu,and in no case prevent a citizen of this republic from
voling for representatives in these ceuntics or districts where
they iy have resided, and established their rights of citizen
ship. And farther it does appear they scem to have coptem®
plated, and wisely provided for, the state of things which no¥
unhappily cxist, within a portion of onr western frontiery an
which ha\'q entirely grown ont of our relations with Mexico
'J?he commigice are clearly of opinion that any other constric-
tion would conflict with the sixth and seventh section of the
schedule, which most anthoritatively declures, and points to the
mode and manner iy which every ('(;uulv, in this rcpuhh’ca shall
be represented in the two hiouscs of congress,  We would nov
ask for information, how all the countics wre to be representeds
wehich are imperatively required to be, hy the seciion above I€”
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. N
{ICUi‘&ﬂ to f‘s well as by .the wholF spirit of the constitution, if

1¢ cilizens of the frontier counties, who cannot safely return
to their h.omcs, are not permiited to vote for-representatives in
the coun'tlcs wheie they may be temporarily residing at the time
of election!  Is any portion of this republic to be, by a milita-
1y decree, exiled and disfranchised, deprived of their boasted
Fights of sufftage and representation, and they too who have
borne the brant, and most severely felt the ravages of war?®—
certainly not.—Cun it be possible that a jealousy exists in this
bod:)' towards the west?  Your commiltee cannot believe that a
feeling of so odious a character can have obtraded itself into
our councils,—that would, with an unballowed hand, in anywise
war and check the prosperity of that beantiful portion of our
country. But, in truth, we are entirely at a loss to conceive
what arguments can be urged against the propricty of the course
recommendedin the resolution, and cannot bul believe that when
this subject shall have received the matare and enlightened con-
sideration of congress, the views herein contained will be fully
approved and sustained.  'We therefore recommed the adoption

of the following reselution.
8. CHENOWETH,
Chairman.

B it resoleed, by the senate and Lonse of representatives
of the republic of Texas, in congress asscmbledy, That the pres-
ident be, and he is hereby direcled to issue writs of election {o
il all the vacancics that may exist in cither housc of congress,
and thathe be required to order the polls Lo be opened, for the
election of representatives for the depopulated districts, in any
part of this republic where the citizens of said counties may
be temporarily residing, antil such times as the citizens of said
countics may be permitted to return with safety to their homes,

Mr. Roman moved to accept the report, on which theayes

and nocs being called,
Those who voted for accepling, were, Messrs. Speaker,

Baker of #atagorda, Billingsly, Boyd, Brash, Burnham, Che-
noweth, Gcmglitj, Holman, Lewis, Roman, White,—12.
Those who voled in the negative, were, Messes. Allen of
Arnold, Branch, Gaot, 1Hill, Hooper, McKinney,
sty Wright,—10. . .
S0 the house refused {o postpone thic resolution indefinitely.
Mr. White moved to suspend the fifty first rule of the
Louse in order that the resolution may be vead a second timey
which motion wus rejected.
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" Mr. Penninglon by leave of the house, presented the peti-
tion of John M. Clifton, praying compensation for expenditurcs,
&c.y referred to the commiitee on claims and accounts.

The Speaker laid before the Louse a lctter from Martin
Parmer, resigning the office of agentofthe government for the
purchase of supplics §cc.y accompanied by sundry documents.

Mr. Rowe moved a vote of thanks to Mr. Parmer, and
that the documents accompanying his lettcr be sent to the au-
ditor of public accounts, which being withdrawn,

On motion of Mr. Pennington the letter and documents
were referred to aselect committee, consisling of Messrs, Penn-
ingilon, Arnold and Allen of Milam.

On motion of Mr. White, it was

Resol‘nefl, ’!‘hat the committee on military affairs be instruc-
ted to enquire into the condition of the military establishment
of this republic, and report by bill or otherwisc.

Ordered that Messrs. Wharton and Burnham be added to
the c&sr;lmittec on military affairs:

. essrs. Wharton and Geraghty to t i -
cign relations: ghty to tke committee on Fo!
%’[r. Geraghty to the committee on naval affairs: and

Alr- ‘Wharton to the cemmittee on the judiciary.

that 0 mcssage was received from the senate by Mr. Sticknefs

1at the senate had concurred with the house in adopting the
substitute on Indian hostilities, . s¢ In adopting L
R ndian hostilities, and have appoiut.d Messrs. Iri-
wi{h suchergzqn rtntnd Lester, a uomm_ittcc to act i conjunction
subjoct. commitiee as may be appointed by the housé on that

The following gentl ; H

e g gentlemen were appointed on the part of the
hOlle(fI-‘hMessrs. Blllmgsl_y, Allen of Milam, Gant. F

Oncnlllotl_xse then procecded to the orders of the day.
the relief (?f“r)l{lir:)i{t}:\:“r'()fc;{;n-:’éhc bill’,m be entitled an act for
cond reading qnisters e Gospel,” was taken up on its sc-

Mr. Gant moved that i ? T i

al it be engrossed for a third readin
and I;Iadc the order of theday for to{-;mo:row. @ third xeading:

A;'lk:ﬁ"m“gfon moved that it be indefinitcly postponcd:

h( ¢ ayes and nocs being called on this question.
Baker 00;6\;\'110 voted in the affirmative were, Messrs. Speakern
Lewis M‘dgﬁ:gmdm Boyd, Burnham, Geraghty, Hill, Holman,
W’rig);t,—l:l, ney, Pennington, Roman, Rowe, Whartos

Those who voicd in the negative were, Messrs. Alleno
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Nacogdoches, Allen of Milam, Arnold, Billi
, , Billingsly, Brush

Cbengweth, Gant, Hooper, West, White,—%l.y’ » Branch,

So the bill was indefinitely postponed,
“ On motion of Mr. Allen of Nacogdoches the joint resolu-
on from the senate, for the appointment of an agent to the
glg)nv:.mment of Great Britain, was taken up on its second rea~

z.

. Mr. Brush moved to amend the joint resolution, by insert-
ing the words by and with the adviceand consent of the sen-
ate,” which was rejected.

On motion of Mr. Branch, the fifty-first rule of thé house
Was suspended; the joint resolution was then rcad a third time,
Passed, and returned to the senate.

On motion of Mr., Branch, the bill from the senate to
suppress gambling was taken up and read a third time; and on
the question, “shall the bill pass?’ the ayes and noes being call-

ed for,
Those who voted in the affirmative were Messrs. Allen of

Natogdoches, Allen o f Milam, Baker of Matagorda, Billingsly,
Burnham, Chenoweth, Geraghty, Hooper, Lewis, M‘Kinncy,

West, White—12,
Those who voted in the negative were Messrs. Speaker,

Arnold, Boyd, Branch, Brush, Gant, Iill, Holman, Penning-
ton, Roman, Rowe, Wharton, Wright—13.

So the bill was rejected.

Mr. Chenoweth submitted the following joint resolution:

“Whereas, the army is at present without a commanding
general, therefore,

Be it resolved by the Scnate and Ilouse of Representa-
tives of the Republic of Texas, in congress assembled, That the
President of this Republic be, and he is hereby authorized and
requested to proceed forthwith to the head quarters of the ar-
my, and take command in person.”

‘Which was read a first tirpe. : ]
A message was received from the senate by Mr. Stickney,

communicating a bill, to be entitled, “an act to authorize the
gresident to appoint a_commissioner to run the boundary line
etween the United Stales of America and the Republic of

Texas;” which had passed the Senate,
Also, a’ bill to be entitled “an act supplementary to

the several acts, organizing the several counties of the republic,”

which had also passed the Senate.
The bills were severally taken up and read.
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Mr. Holman moved to suspend the fifty-first rale of the
house, in order that the bilt from the senatc, nuthonzn.ng the
appointment of a commissioner to run the boundary linc be-
tween the United States and Texas, may be read’ a second
time; which motion was rejected. o .

On motion of Mr. Pranch, the vole rcjecung ~-t1‘)c hill to
suppress gambling” wus re-considered; and the bill being agalt
under consideration, i

On motjon of Mr. Billingsly, it was referred to a select
commiltee, consisting of Messrs. Branch, Allenof Nacogdoches
and Wharton. )

On motion of Mr. Rowe, the house adjourned until to-mor
row morning at 10 o’clock.

W. F. GRAY, Cl'k.

Terspar, 16th Moy, 1837

The house met pursuant to ndjournment. R

The roll being called, twenty-three memhers were p?cﬁf-‘nt'

Mr. Arnold presented the petition of Iredell Reding, Joho
B. Reding and others, of Mustang Prairie, praying the forming
of anew county. -

Referred to the committee on county boundaries. .

Mr. Wright presented a pelition of sundry individuals it
behalf of William D. Stewart, a free man of color, praying for
land and settlement rights. '

Referred to the committec on the judiciary.

. Mr, IIifl presented the petition of Robert Stevenson, ad-
ministrator of the estate of Robert J. Moseley, which, with the
accompanying documents, was rcferred to the committec Of
claims and accounts.

Mr. Rowe, from the commiltce on public lands, made the
following report: .

The committee on landsto whom was referred the petition
of R. M. Williamson, with {he accompanying documents, have
cxamined the same, and find therein legal questions invelved:
thc_h they are incompetent to decide; therefore, they ask to
be discharged from its furiher consideration, aud recommen
that it be referred to the committee on the judiciary.

JOSEPH ROWHE, Ci'n-

The report was accepted, and the petition and documel .
referred to the committce on the Judiciary.

Mr. Branch from the committec on claims and accoun®
made the following report:
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ine committee on claims and accounts, fo whom

referred the petitions of Charles Sage, Gt:’orgc C. Al‘:lv!::, rle:
Bacon, Peyton S. Wyatt, James Taylor, Thomas O. Warren,
and others Henry Griffith and Jehn M. Clifton, have diligently’
examined the sanic, and are unanimously of opinion that the
-acts set forth in said petitions arc not sufficiently explanatory
> enable your committee ¢o grant the prayers of said petitions.
‘four committee are of opinion that the laws amply prowvide for
the cases above mentioned,and ask to be discharged from their

cousideration. .
EDWARD 8. BRANCH, Ch’n.
On motion of Mr. Roman, the report was concurred in,
and the committee discharged from the farther consideration
of the petitions.
Mr. Peapington from the sclect committee to whom was
referred the letter of Martin Palmer, made the following re-

port:— . . - .
_-~The select committee to whom was referred the documents

of Col. Martin Palmer, find charged against the government
thirty-five huandred and eighty-five dollars and eighty-seven
cents, drawn for by said Palmer, as agent for the government
of Texas, and from an account sent in by said Palmer, we find
the amount has been chiefly paid out for horses, guns, and pro-
visions, for the use of the urmy.

Said Palmer’s vouchers for the disbursements of said pro-
perty arc se informal, that your committee are enable to detes-
mine whether the entire amount has been disbursed or not.

Your committee would further suggest the propriety of re-
ceiving his resignation, and beg leave to refer the accompanying
documents and vouchers to the auditor, and to be discharged
from the further consideration of the same.

8. 0. PENNINGTON, Ch'n.

Ormotion of Mr. Allen of Milam the report was cencur-
ved in, and the committee discharged. I

Mr. Brash moved that the house thke up the protest made’
by him to the report of the committee on the land bill, and
which was yesterday laid on the table,

The motion was rejected by the house.

ORDERS OF 'THE DAY.

On motion of Mr. Rowe, the house took up the bill {o be
entitled “an act supplementary to an act establishing a general
land office.” On its second reading, it was,

Onsmotion of Mr. Chenoweth,
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Resolved, That the said bill, together with the act to which
it is intended to be a supplement, he referred to a select com-
mittee; and that the senate be requested to appoint a similar
committee to act on the subject, in conjunction with the cem-
mittee on the part of the house.

On motion of Mr. Rowe, it was

Resolved, That the house do appoiut the committee, and
by ballot.

On motion of Mr, Branch, it was

Ordered, That nominations for said committee be made
publicly,

r, Chenoweth moved that the committec consist of seven
members, which motion was rejected.

Mr. Roman moved that the committce consist of fives
which wasordered. .

The following members were then put in nomination:
Messrs. Wharton, Rowe, Hill, Holnan, Branch, White, Pen-
mington, Roman, Arnold, Cartwright, Baker of Matagorda,
Burnham and Chenoweth.

Mr. Brush moved that the house adjourn until 3 o*clocks
Po M. w:e‘cl:‘ was ;;Ejected.

- ouse then proceeded e ittee, and

Messrs. Brush and R(lx)we were at:ptftztlfr;lt::s.co mmitee:
vole (])n counting the ballots it was found that twenty-three
B s ;ad been given, of which Mr. Rowe reccived fifteen, Mr-
Nranch), fourtecn, Mr. Hill thirteen, and Mr., folman twelve:
h0 'ot' cr member having reccived a majority of the whole, the
:]ea:;' -(;nnﬂunccdygh( t only four members of the committee WCre
bosi nix.t 11'\1}:- Wharten having received ten votes, and being
'@ next highest on the list of these voted for, all the other bo-
'\‘;‘;}a -1;"15 were withdrawn, and by unanimous consent M
' a,;,l?é‘ C";;?ﬁga‘i‘ii‘is;;?ﬂ amember of the commi‘,lt‘el;ch
Hill, Holman, and Wharton. consists of Messrs. Rowe, Branclh
the l;r he f",“““""g‘."w?sage was received from the President of
opublic, by his private sccretary, M. Richardson:

Exnévnvn Il{)zmlu.um-r, 1837

ity of Houston, 16tk May i

Gentlemen of the Senate and Hous‘ﬁ Qf)‘: Rrprcsm:mtivcs :—-J’ .

I have the honor to cnclose to you certain documents in
relation to the two first loans that were made for the benefit

Texas, in regard to which the faith of the government has
yet been carricd into execution.
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The sums receivi ;
thousand daljere. ved on these loans were twenty and fifty
, You will sec by the accompanying copy of a resolution
passed by the convention, that the government ad tnterim was
invested with full power to compromise the first contracts, in
relation to those loans, on amy terms that should he deemed
most cxpedient and proper.
That government did a¢cordingly enterints a comptomiac,
83 the contract to that effect, herewith furnished, will shew. It
was, however, formerly accepted only by the taking of the
first loan, upon which twenty thousand dollars were received.

- In regard to the terms of the compromise, I would take
leave to observe that, though they appear to us now safficiently
onerous, (but for which indulgence may be found in the critical
postare of our affairs, and our great need for money at the timey)
they are, nevertheless, now presented to us ih a character which
wholly precludes objection, being founded in a contract which
solemnly engages the fuith and honor of our country.

- Doubting however the power of the prescnt executive to
carry into efect the engagements of the last, I submit to you
the propriety of conferring upon me the requisite autherity to
execute the one under consideration, in fuvor of those whe
have accepted of its provisions. In regard to the loan of fifty
thousand dollars, I have to communicate for your information
that there is now at the seat of government, a gentleman fully
cmpowered to enter into a compromise in relation to it, upon
terms so liberal and just, that no difficully is apprehended as to
its satisfactory adjustment. I submit to you the propricty of
referring that also, for its sctilement, to any person of your
selection, or Lo the cxecutive, as you shall deem proper.  In cons
clusion 1 would observe that I am decply impressed with the
importance of speedily adjusting those first cngagements of our
country, as the aid we received by them greatly contributed to
our relief in a time of imminent disiress, and as the persons
who depended on our good faith have long waited for such a
manifestation of it as would prove that their confidence wasg

not misplaced.
SAM. HOUSTON.

The message being read, .
Mr. Branch moved theit refercnce to a select comnditteey

which was carried, and the speaker appointed Messrs. Branch,
Wharton, and Allen of Nacogdochcs, the select committee.

On motion of Mr. Gant; it was ) ,
Resolved, That the sclect committee on the President’s
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message, in relation to the loans, be authorized to ascertain
what compromise can be effected, and report to the house.

Mr. Brush moved that the house adjovrn watil 7 o'clocks
». M., which was rejected.

Mr. Boyd, by leave of the house introduced a bill for the
velief of Captain Benjamin Bryan and his company, which
wai read a first time.

Oa motion of Mr. Chenoweth, it was

Ordered, that the Senate be informed of the appointment
of a committee onr the land bill and supplement, to act with
such committee as may be appointed on the part ef the Senate.

On motion of Mr. Rowe, the house took up the bill frony
the Senate, to be entitled “an act toautherizz the President to
appoiut a commissioner te run the boundary line between the
Woited States of America and the Repnblic of Texas.

The bill being on its sccend reading, Mr. Whitc moved
that the fifty-first rude of the house be suspended, and the bilb
read a third time to-day; on which motien, the ayes
moes being ordered,

Those who voted in the affirmative were Messrs. Spealier
Arnold, Baker of Matagorda, Boyd, Branch, Burnham, Cart-
wright, Hill, Hooper, Holman, Lewis, M*Kinney, Pennington,
Romnn, Rowe, West, Wahite, Wright—18.

 Those who voted in the negative were Messrs, Allen of
M:lan‘), Brush, Chenoweth, Gant, Geraghty—5.

_ Sothe fifty-first rule was suspended, and the bill read =
third time, and passcd. )

On motion of Mr. Branch, the house took up the report
am} resolution of the commiltee of claims, in relation to tbe
claims of A. Huston, late quarter master general,

Mr. Brush moved that they be re-committed to a select

. cominittee, which was rejected.

Mr. Rowe moved the following amendment—and furthers
that _he bE: alowed five per cct. on the amount of sales made
by him of scrip in the United States for this government.

The amendment was adopted.

Mr: Gant moved to sirike out the words “in government
land scrip at fifty per cent. per acre,”-—~on which the ayes and
nocs being ordercd,

Those who voted in the affirmative were Messts. Brush
Brush, Chenoweth, Gant, Geraghty, West and Wright—6

. Those who voted in the negative were Messrs. Speakers
Allen of Milam, Arnold, Baker of Matagorda,Boyd, Branch,
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Burnham, Cartwrigl i .
! ght, Hill, Hooper, Holman K
ney, Pennington, Roman, Rowe,pW,hite~l7.’ Lewis, M:Kin-

So the house refused to strike out. -
on sa?:;‘-ﬂ?rangh mméeq to strike ouf;l ﬁvt;lpcr cent. commission

scrip, and insert two an ;
was agroed to.P’ insert two and a half per cent., which

On motion of Mr. White, the resolution was further amend-
ed by the addition of the following clause:—and further, that
}“ € amount should exceed four thousand dellars, he be paid
In a draft on the treasury for such excess.

On motion of Mr. White, ii was

Ordered, that the joint resolation as amended, be engross-
ed, and made the ordér of the day for to-morrow.

On motion of Mr. Chenoweth, the vote of the house of
yesterday,- on the indefinite postponement of the bill for the
relief of ‘ministers of the gospel was re-considered.

On_ motien of Mr. White, the bill being on its second

reading, was taken ]\?” and
~"On motion of Mr. Branch, the fifty-first rule of the house
vas suspended, and the bill ordercd to a third reading. It

w
was accordingly rcad a third time, and passed.

Mr. Rowe, by leave of the house, introduced a bill, to be
entitled “an act for the bencfit of soldiers and others,” which
was read a first time.

On motion of Mr. Chenoweth, the joint resolution in rela-
tion to elections in the depopulated districts was taken up, and

road a second fime.
Mr. Brush moved to adjoura until 7 o'clock, ». m., which

was rejected; and ~
On motion of Mr. Rowe, the housc then adjourncd until

to-morrow morning, 10 o’clock.
W. I, GRAY, CPk.

Wronespay, May 17, 1837

The house met pursuant to adjournment.
Twenty four membersibeing present, .
. Mr. Gant presented the peition of Stillman 8. Curtis, pray-
Ing remuneration for property used &c., which on motion of
) 11;1 Gant was, with the accompanying documents, laid on the
able.
On motion of Mr. Wharton it was
. Resolved, “That the secretary of stute be instructed to fure
nish this house with a copy of the report made by our commis.
ioners, Messrs, Austin, Archer and Wharton, together with dec
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uments that accompanied said report, and also all other lettet
and documnents in his possession that related to the loans nege-
tiated by the commissioners.”

On motion of Mr. Wharton, it was

Resolved, “That the specinl committee, to whom was re-
ferred the presideat’s message, on the subjectof the loans nego-
tiated by the commissioners, be instructed to take into consxfier-
ation the wholc proceedings of our commissioners iu' the United
States, and report on the same; and that they be authorized
and cmpowered to send for persons and papers.”

On motion of Mr. White, it was

Resolved, “That a committee bc appointed on the part of
the house, to act with such committee as may be appointed on
the part of the senate, to cnquire into the performance of the
contract with the editors of the Telegraph to publish the laws
and journals of this congress,—and {o make such other con
tracts as may be deemed necessary.”

Messrs, White and Branch were appointed the committee,

A message was received from the scoate by Mr. Stickney,
that the senate had passed the bill from the bouse entitled %
act to establish a rate of interest,” with amendments, in which
they request the concurrence of the house.

On motien of Mr. Pennington, it was

) Resolved, "Fhat the commitiee on ways and means be requil-
cd to report a bill taxing grog shops and retailers of spirits in
this republic,

A message was received from the senate by Mr. Stickneys
that tl)\e senate had passed the following resolution,

Resoloed, That the honorable house of represcntatives be
requcsted to furnish the scnate with copies of any reports they
may have received from the heads of the different departments

The Speaker Jaid before the house a letter from the audi-
tor of public accounts, which was read;

Also a lcttes from the secretary of the treasury in obedi-
ence toa resolution of the house of represcatatives under date
of the nineteenth of December last.

Mr. Pennington moved “that one hundred copics of the
lettgr of the secretary be printed for the use of the housc,” the
motion waa rejected.

Ordered, “That Mr. Branch be added to the committee o0
the state of the republic.

,, On motion of Mr. Wharton the house adjourned untit 7
o'clock, p. n, :



39

AT 7 o'cLock, P. M

The house met pursuant to adjournment.

On calling the roll only nineteen members answered; ab.
ff“‘ees Messrs, Allen of 1 acogdoches, Branch, Burnham,, Ba-
er of Matagorda, Gant, ‘Wright, Baker of Austin, -

The sergeant.-at arms, was scnt in quest of the absent mem-
bers: a quorum being formed,"

_ Mr. Gant by leave of the housc, introduced a bill to be
entitled “an act to prescribe the proof necessary to admit deeds,
?ion"eyances, liens &c., upon rccord: which was read n first

me.

On motion of Mr. Pennington the report of the commitice
on claims and acconnts, adverse to the pelition of Henry Clif
ton which had been sanctioned by the house was re-considered,

And on motion of Mr. Iooper, the petition of captain
Henry Clifion, with his vouchers and other accompanying doc-
uments, werc  referred to a select commitice, consisting of
Mesers. Hooper, Pennington, and Allen of Milam.

The letter from the secretary of the treasury, laid before
the house this morning, was then read, and on motion of Mr.
‘Wharton referred to the committee on ways and means, within-
structions to report by bill or otherwise.

On motion of Mr.— the engrossed joint resolu-
tion for the relief of A. Iluston was taken up, read a third
time, and passed.

On motion of Mr, Rowe the bill to cstablish o rate of in-
terest, returncd from the senate amended, was taken up; and
the original bill passed by the housc not having been returned
from the senate,—it was laid on the table, until the original bill
be furnished by the senate.

On motion of Mr. Rowe ihe joint resolution from the sen-
ate, devlaring the time when the constitution went into cffecty
was taken up and postponed indefinitely.

On motion of Mr. White the jeint resolution, forming the
basis on which Texfs asks admission into the union of the Uni-
ted Stafcs of America, was taken up and postponed indcfinitely.

On motion of Mr. Branch the house took up the bill crea-
ting the county of Houston; and

On motion of Mr. Arnold,the bill was referred to the com-
mittee on county houndarics.

. On motion’of Mr, Rowe, the joint resolution acknowledg-
ng the authorily of colonels Handy, Morgan, and Huston, was
tuken up and referred to the committoe on enrollrd bills, to en-

faire whether or not the same has hecome a Jaw,
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On motion of Mr. Branch the joint resolution, for the re-
lief and benefit of certain officers, was referred to the commit-
tee on enrolled bills, to enquire whether the same has or notbe-
come alaw,

_On motion of Mr. Pernington the bil for the relief of Mrs.
Bickenson, was taken up, and

On motion of Mr. Branch, it was postponed indefinitely.

On motion of Mr. Rowe the house took up the petition of
Edmond T, Jackson, praying compensation, and on motien of
Mr. Allen of Nacogdoches, it was postponed indefinitely, with
leave to the petitioner to withdraw his papers.

The petition of Hetty Floyd, was taken up, Mr, Branch
mov_ed its indefinite postponement, which was rejected and, on
motion of Mr. White, it was referred to a select committee, con-
sisting of Messrs. Baker of Austin, Branch and White.

The petitions of sundry citizens of Harrisburg, praying
compensation for loss of properly by the enemy, was taken upy
and ?Ix‘lhmotion of Mr. White postponed indefinitely.

¢ petilion of Susan 8, Ki rayi ich, was
then takenpup. usan 8, King, praying for relich ‘
Tost. Mlx Branch moved to posipone it indcfinitely, which was
0st, and on motion of Mr. Rowe it was referred {o the same s&*
ll_‘c‘]coty(;:ommlttee, te whom was referred the petition of Hetly

The bill te incorporate the Red Rive

" Inco ver and Aransasso Day
ilt{:;le}:})?l?id’ Ng'ngatmn and Banking company, was taken up o8
reading.

On motion of Mr. Chenoweth, it was

Ordered, That it be laid on the table,and be made the o
der oli'ithc day for to-morrow.

r. Rowe moved that the house adjou il to-morro¥

at 10 o’clock: wlich was lost. journ until to

. Oln _m.Otion of Mr. Chenowecth, the joint resolution respect
::;)g't:dc:ct::lm {(l)l: dtl;'c dCPO[:ulate]d districts was then takel?x
p a a third time, and on the] quesfion “shall thejreso
tion pass?” ! ! ' :
& he ayes and nocs being ordered, thosc who voted in the
atlirmative were, Messrs. Speaker, Allen of Nacogdoches, Ba-
k‘cr, of Matagorda, Billingsly, Brush, Burnham, Chenoweth
Gcrag‘hty, Lewis, Pennington, Roman, Wharton, White,—13:
5 "Those who voted in the ncgutive,’wcrc Mossrs, Allen of Mi-
am, Arnold, Branch, Cartwright, Gant, Hooper, Holman, M¢-
Kinney, Rowe, West,—10.
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So the Joint rescluiion was paased.
On motion of Mr. Wharton the house adjourned until to-

orrow morning at 10 o’clock.
W. F. GRAY, CI'k.

Tuurspay, May 18, 1837,

The house met pursuant to adjournment,

Twenty-four members present.

Mr. Rowe prescnted the petition of White and Beaford,
Praying payment for articles furnished to Griffin Bayne for the
Use of the government of Texas, referred with the accompany-
ing documents to the committee on claims and accouats.

Mr. McKinney presented the petition of John Herring and
others, in favor of Eliza Smith, an orphan, which was referred
to the committee on the judiciary.

. Mr. Gant presented the pefition of the trustees of Wash.
ington college praying an act of incorperation &c., Which, on
motion of Mr. Gant, was laid on the table.

~Mr. Wharton presented the petition of Jokn Murray, cap-
tain o} the schooner Watchman, praying for ¢compensation, re-
ferred to the commitiec on claims and accounts.

- Mr. Wharton also presented the petition of Herman & Co.
merchants of New Orleans, asking indemnity for the cargo of
the schooner Fanny Butler.

Referred to the committec on claims and accounts.

Mr. Wharten presented the petitiin of Robert Stephenson,
praying for a divorce, which, on motion of Mr. Wharton was
referred to a select commiftce. The chair appointed Messrs.
Wharton, Branch and Allen of Nacogdoches, the committee. .

A message was received from the senatet by Mr. Stickney, ©
that the senate had passed a joint tesolution fixing the time of
meeting of the next congress. >

Mr. Iooper from the select committee to whom was refer-
red the petition of captain John M. Clifton, made the following
Feport.

Your committee, to whom was referred the petition of cap-
tain John M. Clifton, have had the same under consideration,

and beg leave to make the following

REPORT.

From the certificate of the secretary of war, and other offis -
cers, we are satisfied that John M. Clifton recruited 151 men
for the service of Tcxas, and mustered into scrvice 97 men; and
from the hest information that we can procure, said Clifton bore
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all the expenses of those men from the state of Tennessee o
New Orleans, where 54 deserted.

Your committee are of opinion, from all the proof procured,
that the said Clifton actually expended all the amount set forth
in his accounts, for the transportation and sustenance of said
troops,and that the auditor be required to audit said accounts of
£1434,30,

RICHARD HOOPER,
Chairman of Committec.

On motion of Mr. Billingsly the report was accepted.

Mr. Branch, from the sclect committce to whom was refer-
red the bill tosuppress gambling, reported the sume with amend-
ments, which were adopted by the house, and the bili as amen
ded ordered to be engrossed for a third reading.

Mr. Huoper submitted the following joint resolution,

Resoloed, by the senate and house of representatives of the
republic of Texas, in congress assembled, That the aaditor be
instructed to audit the accounts of John M. Clifton for fourteeh
hundred and thirty-four dollars and thirty-ninc cents: read 3

first time, } ‘

Mr. Billingsly moved to suspend the ffty-first rule of the
house; and:that the said resolution be read a second time forth-
I"‘k‘:}" the motion was rejected and the resolution Jaid on the

able.

Mr. Chenoweth submitted the following resolution:

. Whereas many of the good citizens of this republic, esPe
cially those living on the western and distant frontiers, have st
tained heavy, and in some cases, even ruinous losses, in cons&"
quence of and during the war: and whereas numbers of suc
individuals arc so situated as to be enable to spare the time of
meet the expense requisite to an attendance at the scat of g%
ernment, and petitioning congress in person for a compensatiot
for their losses:

Resolved, That a committce of three be appointed to I
porty by bill or otherwise, a plan whereby such citizens m"‘"i
have an opportunity of conveniently presenting their regpectivé
cases and of being indemoified for their losses.

T JOHN CHENOWETH, b
bl On motion of Mr. White' the resolution was luid on 8¢
ablz.

Mr. Gant by leave of the house introduced a bill to incor-
porate the frustecs of Washington College, which was rea!
first time.

Mr. Rowe submitted the following resolution, he

Resolved, By the House of Rcpresentatives, That t
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president of this republic be requested to inform this house, wh
he has' failed to execute the dut?es required of him by a??ct ti,
establish a general land office for the republic of Texas, passed
the twenty-second of December 1836y—by a constitutional ma~
Jonity of both houscs of the conigress of the republic of Texas;
which was laid on the table. ’

On motion of Mr, Gant, the joint resolution euthorizing
certain officers (o administer oaths to the oficers and soldiers of
the army, was read a second time. .

On’ motion of Mr. Wharton, the house took up the report
of the committec on the judiciary, respecting forfeited lands,
made to the house on the thirteenth November, 1836, which be-
ing rcad, was laid on the table. o

On motion of Mr. Billingsly, the house .took up the bill
from the senate, supplementary to the several acts organizing
the several counties of the republic, on itssecond reading.

Mr. Gantmoved to strike out the first section,—Jlost.

_Qumotion of Mr. Billingsly. theé fifty-first rulé of the house
wag suspended, and the bill read a third time and passed.

A message was received from the senate by Mr. Stickney,
“That the senate had concurred in the resolution of the house
for the appointment of a joint committce on the land bill, sup-
plement therelo, &c., and have appointed senators ITill, Horton,
Everitt und Ells, a committec on the Fart of the senate to act
in conjunction with the committee of the house,—also

The senate has passed 2 joint resolution concerning the
pay of the district judges in which they request the concurrence
of ‘the house. . - :

On motion of Mr. Rowe the house adjourned until 8 o’clock,

P. 3.

. 8 o’cLock, P. M.

The house met pursuant to adjournment,

On calling the roll only nineteen members answered and
the sergeant-at-arms was scnt in quest of the absentces.

A quorum being formed, a joint resolution in regard to the
Payment of district Judges, received from the senate, was ta-

en up and read a first time. .

A joint resolution from the senate in relation to the future
meetings of congress, was taken up and reada first time.

On motion of Mr. Gant, the bill to prescribe the proof ne-
Cessiry to admit deeds, conveyances, &c., to record, was taken
up on ifs second reading, and on motion of Mr, Gantit was re-

ferred to the committee on the judiciary.
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On motion of Mr. Hill the joint resolution authorizing and
requiring the president to take command of the army in perso:;,
was taken up on its second reading and indefinitely postponed.

Ordered, That Mr. Burnham be added to the committce
on clajms and accounts. i . b

Mr. Wharton moved to take up the bill toincorporate the
Red River and Aransaso Bay, Rail Road, Navigation and Bank-
ing Company, which motion was lost. . .

On mofion of Mr. Boyd, the bill for the relief of captam
Benjamin Bryan and his soldiers was taken. up, und on motiod
of Mr. Arnold it was postponed indefinitely. .

On motion of Mr. Wharton the report of the committce ;ﬂ
the judiciary, in relation to forfeited lands, was rcferred.tot e
joint committee of the two houses,on the land law and bill sup-
plementary thereto, &c. »

Mr. Allen of Nacogdoches prescnted the petition of Ha
den Edwards which was read.

Mr. Allen of Nacogdoches moved its reference to the com
mittee on public lands,—which was rejected. s
Mr. Hill moved to postpone it indefinitely, which was
rejected, and i

~ On motion of Mr. Allen of Nacogdoches, it was referre

to the committee on the judiciary. .

On motion of Mr. l{owe the Lill for the benefit of soldier®
and others, was taken up on its sccand reading, and on motio?
of Mr. Rowe, it was postponed indefinitely.

Mr. Branch presented the memorial of the honombIeBc“: :
jamin C. Franklin, asking remuneration for services rendem_‘-
which wis, on motion of Mr. Branch, referred to the commit’
teeon claims and accounts. .

On motion of Mr. Rowe the housc then adjourned until to-
morrow at 3 o’clock, . u, .

W. F. GRAY, Ck
Frivay, May 19, 1837

The house met pursuant to adjournment.

Twenty-two members being present. plic

A message was received from the president of the repy ..
communicating the report of the sccretarics of the severd
partments of ﬁle government.  Laid on the table. is,

Mr. Branch ‘from the committee of claims and accot®

made the following
REPORT:

1 . rc:
The committce, on claims und acceunts, to whom wa3
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ferred the memorial of Benjamin C. Frunklin, have examined
the same, and confidently believe the memorialist is justly en-
titled to the relief asked for, ind would therefors recommend
the passage of the folowing resolution:

Resolved, by the senate and heuse of representatives of the
republic of Texas in congress assembled, That Beajamin C.
Frankiin, as judge of the district of Brazoria from the 8th of
May, 1836 to the 20th Deccmber, 1836, be authorized to draw
on thg treasury of the republic for remuneration in cqual pro.
portion to that granted to the district judge pow presiding.

On motion of Mr. Allen of Nacogdoches, the report was
received and the resolution read a first time.

Mr. White from the committce on enrolled bille, to whom
had been referred for enguiry the joint resolition *for the relief
and bepefit of certain officers,” and also the resolution acknowl-
edging the authority of colonels R. Eden Handy, James Mor-
gan, i. Houston, &c. reported,

-+ - ‘Fhat they had examined the sccretary of states office, and
can find no such resolution. They are of opinion that the said
resolutions are on their sccond reading, as their endorsements

present.
Ordered, That the suid resolutions be placed on their se-

cond reading.

Mr. Geraghty submitted the following resolution.

Resolved, by the scnate and house of representatives of
the republic of Texas in congress assembled, “That the presi-
dent be, and he is hereby required and authorized, toadopt such
measures as he may thiok proper to put the citizens of western
Texas in peaceable posscssion of their just and Jawful homes as
soon as practicable, which was read and laid on the table.

On motion of Mr. Holman the house adjourncd until 8
o'clock, p. M.

: 8 o'vrock.

‘The house met pursuaut to adjournment,

Twenty-two members being present.

Mr. Wharton presented the })et)tion of A. T. Burnley
and others, praying remuncration for advance wmade in aid of
Texas, refeired to the committee on claims and accounts,

Also the petition of A. 8. Roberts and others praying to be
admitted to the benefit of the colonization laws, which on mo-
tion of Mr. Rowe, was referred to the committce on lands.

Also, the petition of Edmond Andrews and others for an
aet of incorporation for the Brazoria Insurance company, ac-
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companied by abill.  The bill was received, read a first Lime,
and laid on the table,

Mr. Allen of Nacogdoches presented Lhe petition of Henry
A. Read, attorney of Benjamin 8. Read, praying that his ac-
counts may be-audited: returred to the committee onclaims and
accounts.’

A message was received from the senate, by Mr. Robert-
son their scerotary, that the senate had passed a bill authorizing
Greenway Logun and his wife Caroline, free persons of color, to
remain permancatly in this repudlic. ¢

Mr. Gant from the commiltce on the judiciery, made the
fyllowing

REPORT:

The commitice on the judiciary, to whom was referred the
pelition of William D, Stewart and James Richardson, and al-
50 a joint resolution for the relief of Alexander Buxton, have
had the same under consideration, and have instructed me to re-
port a joint resolution for the relief of all free Africans and de-
scendants of Africans, who were residents within the lmits of
the republic at the adoption of the constitution, which they re-
commend to be passed iato alaw.

: . JOINT RESOLUTION,

For the zeliel of all free Africans or descendants of Africans, who
werercsiding within the republicatthe adoptionofthe con stil\’:tiom

Ré‘solvr,:ll, by the Senate and House of Representatives of
the Republic of Texas, in Congross assembled, That all free
Africnns, or descendants of Africans, who were residing within
the republic of Texas at the time of adoption of the . con-
:?xt'u['m?./' are ‘he‘rc‘by grant.cd and allowed the privilege of re-

Alning in any part of the republic, as long as they choose, on
11‘1:& condition of performing wll the dulies ?cquired of them by

Mr. Wharton from the committee on the judiciary made
the f(&!lowmg report:

. The committee cn the judictary, to whom was referred the
petition of John 8, Hcrr]]ng and) ’others, praying that John
Stiles be appointed Guardian for Eliza Smith, have had the same
under considcration, and instructed.me {o make the following

i REPORT:

That in the opinion of this commitiee, congress does not
posscss the power to grant the prayer of the petition: and that
it belongs exclusively to the Judge of probate.

thrcforc the commiitec ask io be discharged irom the
further consideration of the petition.
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"The report was adopted; and the committee disch - fi
the further considemlicx?of the petition, wrgedfrom

Mr. Wharton from the committee on the judicinr_y to
whom was referred the bill to legalize marriage contracts, which
had passed the committee of the whole as a substitute for a hjl
from the scnatc on the same subject,—rep-rted the same with
amendments,—which being read, the bill and amendments were
laid on the table. -

On motion of Mr. Whatton the house then took up the mes-
sage from the president, with the accompanying documents re-
ceived this morninig.

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT,
. Crry or Housrox, May 19, 1837,
Gentlemen of the senale and house of representatives :—

I have the honor to fay before sou the following reportsof
the several'departments of the government to which they relate.

Report of the secretary of the treasury to which is appen-
The report of the treasurer,

% report of the sccretary of war,
% report of the secrctary of the navy,
¢ report of the post master general.

Allof which are respectfully submitted.

To the department of the last named fanctionary, owing to
the presrure of affairs, T omitted making the allusion, in my gen-
eral message, which I had intended to have made,—a circum-
stance I the more regret, as I have so much reason to approve
the conduct of the officer referred to, who has shown the utmost
zeal and ability in the execution of his functions.

SAM. HOUSTON.

The report of the secretary of war was then read and re-
ferred to the committec on military affairs.

The report of the secretary of the navy was then read and
referred to the committee on naval affairs,

On motion of Mr, Wharton,it was

Ordercd, That the report of the secretary of the treasury
be referred to the commitice on ways and moans, without read-

in
& And that the report of the post master general be referred
tothe committee on the post office, without reading.

On motion of Mr. Allen of Nacogdoches, he having voted
in the affirmative, the order dispensing with the reading of the
report from the secretary of the trcasury was re-considered, and

the report read.
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On motion of Mr. Hohnan the house adjourned until lo-
morrow morning at 10 o'clock.

W. F. GRAY, Cl’k.

Sarvrpay, 20th May, 1837.

The house met pursuant to adjournment,

Twenty-five members being present. .

A message was received from the president by _Ml'- Rich
ardson, his private secrctary, transmitting the mcmolml o@' cap-
tain Ross,of the stcam boat Yellow Stone, in behalf of himself
and crew, The message and documents being rcad were, ot
motion of Mr. Branch, referred to the committce on claims and
accounts.

Mr. Roman presented the petition of Alexander Walsh,
praying that his accounts may be audited. ,

On motion of Mr. Roman, it was 1eferred to the commit-
tee of claims and accounts.

Mr. Rowe from the commiltee on public lands, to th’m
was referred the petition of David Laughlin, made the following
REPORT:

. The committee on public lands to whom was referred the
petition of David Laughlin, praying that some lands may be
granted to Mary Morilla Foot, an orphan, seven ycars of ages
who emigratcd to the country,{as he states) with him, in the yeir
1835, and has no hiood relations, or never has halin Texas, the
committee arc of opiiisn that some invariable rules should 0%
ern all legizlative bodies, in the dispesition of every questii?ﬂ
which they muy be called upont to dispose of.  And in the dis
position of this, and all similar cases, which may arise, the ques
tion should be, has the subject any peculiar merit for havingden®

ome noble act, or for having rendered some great and essentid
Services to the country, upon which to base their claims?
have they suffered some great misfortuns, which our s_ympat.h‘c’
are called upon to relieve!? .
_In this case we sec neither: hundreds arc no douht similar-
sitwated; and if we began with one, we should go throug”
the whole list.

. The committec ask to be discharged from the further con-
sideration of the subject.
.. JOSEPH ROWE, Chairman.
On motion of Mr. Wharton, the report was concurred i
and the committee discharged from the further consideration ©
the subject.

M. Branch from the committee of cliims and accounts: ©
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whom tle petition of Robert Stephenson, executor of R. J.

MOSO!)’, had been referred, made the following i
REPORT:

Mr. Sreaxer:—

The committee on claims and acconnts, fo whom was re-
ferred the petiiion of Robert Stephen on, exceutor of Robert
J}-;\[osely, together with the accompanying documents, have
dlhgcnﬂy cxamined the sanie, and find froin the m:r.omp:ul_y'ing
certificates that a considerable number of cattle and hogs,—ay
fxlso @ quantity of corn and bacon, was used by a division of the
Texian army, under the command of captain William Patton.
What number of cattle and hogs, and what quantity of corn
2nd bacon was uscd, your committce are unable to asrertain,
as no account appears to have been kept iy any of the officers
of the army. This alone would, in the opinion of your com-
mittee, vender it wholely impractieable for congress to author-
izc the auditor to audit the claims of he petitioner,  But apart
from ‘this,~~your committ~e are¢ of opinion that another much
‘morc important reason cxists, why the accounts, under consid-
eration, should not be sliowed atthe preseot time.  The pro-
periy olhundreds of cilizens of Texas was in the sume situation,
abandoned by the owners, and used by the Texian as well as
Mexican army. To grant velief to one individual, wlile the
rest are wnremunerated, would, in the opinion of your commit-
tee, be parlial legislation, and therefore unconstitutional. Your
committee, therclore, beg leave to return the papers to the house,
and ask to be discharged from their further consideration.

EDWARD T. BRANCH,
Chairman,

On motion of Mr. West the report was concurred in and
the committec discharged from the further consideration of the
petition.

Mr. Branch fromm the same commiitee, to whom was refer-
red the petition of Henry Griffcth, made the following

REPORT:

The commiitee on claims and accounts, to whom was re-
ferred the petition of IHenry Guritfell, praying remuncration for
property pressed into the service of Texus,—have examined
the same, and finding no vouchers for the charge made in said
Petition, and believing also that the laws amply provide for the
case under consideration, beg leave to return the petition, and
ask to be discharged from its further consideration.

EDWARD T. BRANCH,
Chairman.

7
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The committee was nccordingly discharged.

Mr. White from the committce on cnrelled bills made the ,
following

REPORT:

The followirg resclutions have been rubmitted, approvco]',
and signed by the president. .

1st. A joint resoiution aufhorizing the president to appoint
an agent to the court of Great Britain, .

2ud. A juint resolution authorising the president to appml:l(
a commissioner to ran the boundary linc between this republic
and the United States.

3d. An act for the relicf of ministers of the Gospels

8, A, WIHITE,
Chairmad.

On motion of Mr. Branch, it was

Ordered, That in wll cases where petitiois have been pres
sented to the house, and rejected, or net aitcd on, the petition-
ers shall have leave to withdraw their petitions and papers-

Mr. Billingsly from the joint commiilce en inuian uffairty

made the {ollowing
REPORT:

Th.c joint committee, to whom was referred the sahject of
our Ind_mn relations, with instructions to report a bill for tbe
protection of the frontier, having considered the spggestion O
the president and those of the sceretary of war, are Zeatisfied of
the CX[‘)cdicnc_y, and feel no hesitation in reconuncading active
operations against the hosttle Indinns of our bordere.

That several of the tribes uear the extreine sctilements have
heen and still are hostile, is too notoricus to require a detaile
statement of facts {o prove it Among I.hnslc tribes are 0°
braced the Cuddos, Wacos, Tiwachanes, Keeckics, Jonics an
Pawnecs, whose murdrrs and dt-predut'mvns are of almost daily
occurrence. 'The Cadios who exercise a controlling influene®
over those tribes, and with whom they are in some degree in-
corporated, recently received on Red River, from the zgent ®
the _Uuited States goverament, aminanition and rifles, and im-
mediately thereafter set off for Texas, to join their confederate?
on the Trinity and Brazos, which hus doubtless inspired the lat
ter with incrensed confidence. Within the last fow days W€
have reccived, from various sourcss, satisfactory informtion
that thosg Indians have penctrated cven below the San Antono
road, hwving murdered several citizens on the Brazos, Trini'ys
and Neches rivers. Those incursions of late nrc hecoming more

Aaring, nnd we are decidedly of the epinien that. unless
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means of repelling their nggressions be not speedily incressed
=\r.ld putin requisiiion, therr attacks, robberies, and muriders,
er! spread extensively,and probubly in the end, if’ not checked
by Judicious measurcs, will shorlly iuvolve the whole country in
v disastrous Indian war.  To avert this stote of things, your
commitice advise thun an expedition, composed of a suitable
arc(’,——suﬂiciunlly nmerous Lo seour their country thoroughlj,
o¢ ad soon as practicable sent against them,

The accompanyisg bill proposcs that a company of Shaw-
nees, Cherokees, Dulawares, or of some other friendly tribes,
provided they can be induced to it, shall be attached to each
division, From the known dislike of the latter to the Praicie
Indians, we believe that such an acquisition can be effected, 2ad
that it will greatly add to the efficiency and success of the cam-
paign,  The present force employed on the fronticr for its pro-
tection, we deem inadequate to the attainment of that abject;
and befieve that nothing Favorable can be reasonably anticipa-
ted from prospeclive treaties with them.

The particular orders under which the corps will have to .
act is a subject of peculiar delicacy, and much will have to be
left to the discretion of the commandding officers.

It will become the duly of the secretary of war, in issuing
general orders to those officers, to enjo'n great caution and

pruduce. With those views we respectfully ask leave to submit

the accowpanying bill.
panying R. A. IRION,
Chairman on the part of the senate.
JESSE BILLINGSLY,
Chairman on the part of the house,

"The report and bill having been read, on motion of Mr.
Billingsly, the reportwas concurred in, and the bill ordered to a
sccond reading.

Mpr. Roman submitted the following resolution;

Resolued, That the contractor, major Ward, be required
to discontinue such labor on this lhouse as disturbs the delibera-
tions of congress during the hours of ifs session; which was re-
Jected.
Mr. Wharton submiiied the following joint resolution,

A joint resolation for the benefit of the men that major Wil
fian P, Miller brought to Texas in the month of March, 1836,

On motion of Mr. Billingsly the report was received,and
the bill being read once, was ordered to » sccond reading.

On motion of Mr. Chenoweth, the »hill to incorporate the
Red River and Aransaso Bay, Rail Rond, Navigation sud
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Bank Conipuny,” was taken up oi its sevund reading, and was
zongidered by sections. . . ,

Mr. Chenoweth moved to amend the sixth scction, by stri-
king out the words “forty nine,” as the term of .thc chartur,'lor
the purpcse of inserting a shorter period, the motion was carried
and the words stricken oat. . ; "

Mr. Arnold moved to £1 the blank with “thirty years;
which was rejected. , .

Mr. Brush moved to fill it with “twenty;” which was rejec
ted.

Mr, ————
jected. L o

Mr. Allen of Nacogdochee, moved to fill it with “ning
which was rejected.

Mr. Wharton moved t6 fill it with “one year.” Beforethe
question was taken, .

Mr. Baker of Matagorda moved torcconsider the vote strik-
ing our “forty-nine years,—which was carried.

8o the hoase agreed torcconsider,

Mr. Arnold moved that the house adjourn until Monday
morning at ten o’clock, which was rejected. )

Mzr. Brush rencwed the motion, which was again rejected:

Motions to adjourn until 9 o’clock on Monday,and 8 o'clock

on Monday, were successively made and rejected,

Mr. Allen of Milam inoved, that the bill be indefinitely
postponed,—on which question the ayes and noes be ordercds—

hose who voted in the affirmative, were Messrs. Speakens
Allen of Nacogdoches, Allen of Milum, Boyd, Hill, McKinnc
Pennington, Wharton, Wright,—9.

Those who voted in the ncgative were Messrs. Arnold,
Baker of Matagorda, Billingsly, Brush, Burnham, Chepowethy
Cartwright, Gunt, Geraghty, Hooper, Holman, Lewis, Romat
Rowe, West, White,—16.

So the house refused to postponc indefinitely. . .

On motion of Mr. Billingsly, the house adjourncd until More
day morning at 10 o’clock, his

Mr. Pennington asked and obtained leave of absence '}:
day for the remainder of the session, on the ground of il health:

W. F. GRAY, CI'k

moved to £l it with “ten,” which was re-

Moxpay, Mav 22, 1837
The house met pursuant to adjournment.
Twen'y-two members being present. .
Mr. Roman prescited the petiticn of George W. Poe,praJ™
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ing the appointment of a committee to examine his tcce ’
which was referred to the committee on claiins and accaun;]:“’

Mr. Baker of Matagorda presented the petition of John
Duncun-and others praying =n act of incorporation to improve
the navigation of Cancey.

. On motion of Mr. Aruold, it was referred to a select com-
mittce, consisting of Messrs, Arnold, White, Billingsley, Bukor
of Matagorda, and Roman.

Mr. Rowe submitted the following joint resolution,

Resoloed, by the senate and liouse ol representaiives of the
republic of ‘Texasin congress assembled, That alt debts which
are now, or may hereafter become duc fo this republic, may be
paid and discharged in properly audited drafts on the tl‘C:;Sllry
of this republiz,—unless otherwise specially provided for by law.

Mr. Holman submitted the following joint resolution.

Resolved, by the senate and house of representatives of the
rcpublie of Texas,in congress assembled, Thatthe post master
geneml of ‘this republic be authorized to extend the mail routas

y way of Balow’s and Gaines’ Ferrics, s0 a9 to comimunicate
with the Umted States’ mail: and that he be avthorized to pay
for any services which may have been :1lre:xdy rendated by any
person to effect that object.

The house then procecded to the ordars of the day.

On motron of Mr. Rowe the bill to legalize marringe con.
{racts was taken up on its sccond reading, with the amendments
reported by the committee on the judiciary.,  Mr. White moved
an additional section.  On motion of Mr. Baker of Austin the
bill was recommitted to the committee on the judiciary.,

On motion of Mr. Billingsly the house took wp the joint
resolution authorizing certnin officers to administer oaths to the
officers and soldiers of the urmy.  On motion of Mr. Billingsly
it was laid on the table.

On motion of Mr. Gant, the biil to establish a rate of in-
terest, as amended and returned from the senate, was taken up.
Mr. Rose moved that the amendments of the senate be rejec-
ted—which was carried, and on motion of Mr. Rowe, the bill
was laid en the table.

A message was received from the senate, by their secrelary,
that the senate had passed “a bill to incorporute the town of
Nacogdoches®—in which they request the concurrence of the
house.
On motion of Mr. Allen of Nacogdoches, the house took
up the “bill to suppress gambling,” which had been wmended
and ordered to be engrossed for o third reading on the 15th:
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Bame contrardety of opinion exisling s to the stage of the
bLill, on motion of Mr. Baker of Austin, it was .

’ Ordered, That the vill be put hm"k on its sccond reading, ag
it stands amcuded wnd cngrossed; an . ) ]
* l"()n mlotion of Mr. \\"’hiro._ the house resnlved 1t§f:lf into a
committee of the whole on the hill tosuppress gambling.

Mr. Winte in the chair, ) q

Afler some time apent thercin, the (‘nmmlttcf.':\rosc and rc;
ported to the hill the house with amendments. The (0':'"."'“9[
was discharged, and the house proceeded to the _(onfld(-r..ntlonvﬂ
the amendments.  Ist, “Strike out the 3th scctien,” which was
enrried.  3d. In last scesion, afler the word (ﬂfv(t,l insert, ¥in
the county of Harrisburg, five days from and alter 113 pasfﬂgi‘;
and in all other parts of the republic,” which was ulso carrled."

On motion of Mr. Gant, thesum of “one thousand dollare
the minimvym fine in the second section, was stricken out.

Mr. W lLartor moved to fill the blank with “twenty dol-
e :

Mr. Brosh moved to il the blank with “nine hundred dol-
larsy” whicl: was put and rejected. 3

Mr. Alkn of Nacogdoches moved to fill the blank with
“five hundred dollass,” which was rejected.

Mr. Allen of Nucoedoches moved to fill the blank with“two
hundred and fifty dollars,”” which was rejected.

On motion'of Mr, Bukcr of Austin, the blank was filled
with “one handred dolars,”

On motion of Mr. Billingsly, it was .

Oridered, That the bill as amended be cngrossed for a third
reading, and made the order of the day for tomorrow. X

On motion of Mr. Hill, the bill to incorporate the Red Riv-
er and Aransaso Bay, Rail Road, Navigation and Banking Com-
pany, was taken up, and on motion of Mr. Baker of Anstin, the
censideration thereof was postponed and mad the special ordef
for 8 o’clock v- .

On mation of Mr. Wharton the house adjourned until 8
o'clock, ». .

. 8 o’cLock, P. X.
The house met pursuant to adjournment,

Twenty-two members being prosent.

Tie bill to incorporate the Red River, and Aransaso Bays
Rail Roud, Navigation and Bunking Company, specially set for
consideration at 8 o’cock this cvening, was taken up.

Mr. Wharton moved that the bill be indefinitely postponed-
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My i:o’}?::::oge was reccired from the senate, by thelr sccictary,
Mr. ny announcing the passage, by the scoate, of a bilf
Axing the salarics of revenne officers, aird also the bill, from the
house, for lhc‘bcttcr protection of the northern frontiers, with
amcndments, in which the concurrence of the housc is reguested,

On the inotion to postpone the bill indefinitcly, Mr. Gant
maie a point of order. )

_“Thequostion oo the indefinite postponement of this bill
hﬂ\'mg already heen deeided, and no action on it b.'v.ving been
subsequently hiad, is the motion in order?”

The 8peaker decided the métion to bein order.

. Mr. Bakerof Matagorda called for the ayes and nays, on
iadefinitc postponement; which were ovdered,—and on taking
the guestion,

Those who voled in the aflirmative were, Messra. Speak-
er, Allen of Nacogdoches, Allen of Milam, Baker of Austin,
Billingsly, Boyd, Branch, Ihll, McKinney, Rowe, Wharton,
Wright—12. ’

' Thosc who voted in the negative, were, Messrs. Arnold,
Baker of Matagorda, Brush, Bumham, Chenoweth, Cartright,
Gant, Geraghty, Uooper, Holman, Lewis, Roman, West,
White,—14. '

So the house refused to postpone the hill indefinitely,

On motion of Mr. Baker of Ausida, tie hiouse wdjourned
unlil te-morrow morning at 10 o’clock.
W. F. GRAY, Clk.

Tuespay, Mav 23, 1837,
The house met parsuant to adjournment,
Twenty-four members being present. . ‘.
Mr. Arnold presented the petition of W. Lewis, praying
for remuncration as Indian agent &e.
On motion of Mr. Arnold ihe petition was referred to the

committee on claims and accounts,
Mr. Hill presented the petition of John P. Colcs and oth-

ers, for an act to incorporate a Seminary of Learning in Coles'

Scttlement. . o )
Referred to a select commitiee, consisting of Messrs. THill,

Rowe and West.

A message was received from the senale, by Mr. Robeste
son, their scerelary, announcing the passage of the act for tho
relief of thosc who lost property during the war, with amends

ments, o
Mr. White meved the adoption of the following resslatiori.
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Resobset, That the president be requested to state to this
house upon what authority lie hus etationed soldiers upon the
Subinc, to prevent citizens of this republic from taking their
caltle out of the country. . A

Which, by thie foriicth rule of the house, lics on= day lor
consideration. .

Mr. Branch moved a suspension of the forticth rule of the
house in order that the resoletion may be acted on forthwiths
"The house refused to suspend the rule. .

M:. White moved the adoption of thefollowing resolution.

Pesolved, ‘That this house receive no more busincss of alo-
eal or individual nature,—which was rejected.

On motion of Mr. Billingsly, the il fur the hetter protece
tion of the northern frontiers, which had been returned [rom the
scnate, with amcndments, wus taken up, and the amendments
concuired in. .

On motion of Mr, Holmau, ihe Lill from the scnate, fixing
thesalaries of revenue officers, was laken up. .

The bill huving becn read, Mr. Chenoweth moved its rejecs

tion, which motion was lost, and thebill passed toa sccond reads
ing.

The house then took up the bill from the scrate to incorpoe-
rite the town of Nacogdoches, which was read a first times
"The house theu took up the bill, returned fram the senate
with ameodinents, fur the relief of those who Lave lost propcfﬁ'
during the war.  On motion of Mr W
posed by the senale, were concurred in:
Mr. Brush moved that the house do adjourn until 3 o cock,
r. M., which was rejected.
The house then procceded to the orders of the day.
On motion of Mv. Gant the housc took up the bill to incor
porate the Washington College, on its seoond reading.
Mr. Wharton moved that the bill be indefinitely postpoﬂcd;
On which qucstion the ayes and noes were ordered,
, Those who voted in the aflirmative were Messrs, Allen of
Nacogdoches, Billingsly, Boyd, Beanch, Lewis, Whaton,—6-
Those who voted in tlie negative were, Messrs. speakers
Allen of Milum, Arnold Baker of Austin, Baker of Matagorday
Broshy Burnham, Chennweth, Cartwright, Gant. Gcr.’lgh‘)',Hi”’
Hooper, Holman, McKinncy, Roman, Rowe, West—18.
No the house refused to postpone the bill indefinitelys
On motion of Mr. Geraghty the bill was ordered to be €n®
grossed and read a third time to-morrow.
On meticn of Mr. Billingaly the engrossed bill to suppre®

- the amuendments; pro
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‘gamblizg was taken up, read a third time, and passed,

The title of the bill, “an act to suppress gambling.”

. On motion of Mr. Rowe, the vote, ordering the bill for the
tncorporation of Washington college fto a third reading, was
re-considered, and the bill agair put en ils sccond reading.

Oun motion. of Mr. Billingsly the house resolved iiself into
a commitice of the whole, on the said Bill;

Mr. Billingsly iu the chair, :

And after some time spent therein, the committee rose,and
reported the bill to the house with the following amendments,
“In section Ist. strike out the word “ordained,” and strike cut
the 6th., and 7th., sections. The amendments were concurred

" in by the house,and the bill, as amended, ordercd to be engross-
ed and read a third lime to-morrow.
. On motion of Mr. Baker of Austin, the house then ad-
journed until 8 o’clock, ». .

- 8 o'crock, p. M.

"The house met parsuant to adjournment.

Mr. Wharton presented the petition of George B, MKin-
stry and others, of Brazoria, praying an act of incorporation
for a company to be styled “the internal improvement and
banking company of Texas."—accompanicd by a bil,

On motion of Mr. White, the petilion and bill were re-
ferred to the commitiee on the state of the republic.

A message wus received from the Scnate, by their secreta-
ry, announcing the passage of *a bill to incorporate the Epis-
copal church in the town of Matagorda.”

Mr. Wharton presented the petition of Warren D. C.
Hall and others, praying an act of incorporation for a company
to be styled “the mutual insurance company.”

On motion of Mr. Branch, the petition was laid on the
table.

Mr. Branch, by leave of the house, iniroduced a bill to
incorporate the town of Liberly, which was read a first time
by its title.

On motion of Mr. White, scconded by Mr. Allen of Na-
cogdoches, the house resumed the cousideration of the unfinish.
ed business of the morning, being. the “bill to incorporate the
Red River and Aransaso Bay Railroad, Navigation, and Bank-
ing Compauy, un its second reading.”

On motion of Mr. White, it was ordered, that the bill be
l‘cfer;ed to a sclect committee.
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Oa motion of Mr. Chenoweth, it was ordered, that the
committec consist of five members, and that they be chosen by
ballot.

On motion of Mr. Wharton, the order of reference to ase-
l2ct committec, was re-considered; and

On motion of Mr. Allen of Nacogdoches, the bill was re-
ferred to a committee of the whole, The house accordingly
resolved itsell into a committee of the whole, Mr. Wharton in
the chair, on the said bill; and after some time spent thercin, the
committce rosc, and reported the bill to the house, with sundry
amendments, and asked to be discharged from the further con-
sideration of the subject. The committee was accordingly dis-
charged, and the amendments concurred in by the house.

Mr. Billingsly moved a suspension of the fifty-first rule of
the house, in order that the bill, as amended, might be ordered
to a third reading forthwith,

. Mr. Geraghty moved that the house adjourn, which was
sejected.

. Mr. Baker of Matagorda moved that the house adjourty
until to-morrowy morning, at 1) o'clock, which was rejected.

. ‘The question was then taken on the suspension of the fifty-
ﬁﬁf_f'“t}l.ﬁ’ and carried.  The bill was read a third time, and pot
2’: dlms'e dlfalﬂpassage, and on this question the ayes and noes weré
it Yo of Mg moved that the hove st

irow morting, at 10 o’clock, which was rejected:

,Mr. White moved to adjourn until to-morrow morningy at
0 o’clock, which was rejected.

Me. Chenoweth moved to adjourn, which was also rejected:
Mr fl?gnth}? 1(\]Iucstmn recurring on the final passage of the bill
Th:’, call wgs sus;:.g.?rgxg:l)(:h;sd muc}? for thq i queﬂ(;o:(.):s
were ordered. » 2hd on this question, the ayes an

The speaker then : cevious ion. the
main questliJon o e p\ftu"E’ the previous qucstion, Shall

Those who voted in the affirmative were Messrs. Speaken
Allen of Nacogdoches, Alen of Milam, Baker of Austin, Bik
lingely, Boyd, Branch, Hill, MKinncy, Wharton, Wright—11*
Bk hose who voted in the negafive were Mesars. Arnolds

3 ?" of Matﬂgurda, Brush, Burn ham, Chenoweth, Cartwrights

Gai’ 4’ Geraghty, Hooper, Holman, Lewis, Roman, West, Whité

Sq the house refused to take the main question.
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On motion of Mr. Baker of Austin, it was .

'Ordered, That the said bill be made the special order for
lio Block to-morrow norning.

n mation of Mr. Branch, the engrossed joint resolution

for 1_:he relief of the Hon. B. C.’Franklin, was %nken s:up, rea (1’
a third time and passed,

On motion of Mr. Geraghty, the house adjourned until to
movrow morning at ten o’clock.

W. FAIRFAX GRAY, Cl'k.

- Wreonespay, Mav 24, 1837,

The house met pursuant fo adjournment, {wenty-six mems
bers being present.

Mr. Baker of Austin presented the petition of Win. H.
Patton and ethers, accompanied by a bill for the appointment
of clerksin the military staff offices, whichsbeing read, the petj
tiop was laid on the table, and the bill ordered to asecond read
ing to-morrow.

The Speaker laid before the house the petition of Edmond
Andrews, R. Mills and others, praying the incorporation of a
Bank on the Brazos, accompamed by a bill,

Oun motion of Mr. Baker of Austin, the petition was re
ceived, and the bill laid on the table. without being read.

Mr. Allen of Nacogdoches, from the committee of ways
and means, made the following

. REPORT:

Mr. Speaker—Your commitice to whom was referred the
communication of the Ion. the Secretary of the Treasury, uns
der date of the 12th inst., which communication was predicated
on a resolution of this house, bearing date the 19th of Decems
ber last past, have had the same under consideration, and have
instructed me to make the following report:

Your committee, duly impresscd with the propriety and

" necessity of sustaining the public credit, and protecting the pubs
lic creditors, have duly considercd the practicability, and great
utility of the plans suggested and recommended by the Hom,
Sccretary, and unanimously concur with kim in opinion.

The plan proposed of funding the public debt, by the cre-
ation of a commensurate stock fund, bearing an interest of 1§
per cent. per annum, with a pledge of the public faith for its
tina] redemption, is, in the opinion of your committee, well cals
culated to ipspire public confidence, and would tend to the ime
mediate relief. of the public creditors, by placing in their hands
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an available and productive stock, which, iv the opinion of yousr
committee, would very soon rise to its par value.  Another im-
portantand desirable object would be gr:med’ by the plan pre-
pos=d.  The consolidation of the pubiic debt would not only
call to a proper scrutiny the various floating liabilities of thg
govermmenit, and lezave l»ss opporimnity .for the commission o0
frauds and forgeries, but would place itina form by which it
could be managed and wiclded, and the credit of the govern-
ment kept up by paying a fair interest on the funded debt. Thre
plam suggested by the Fon. Scerctary, to raise a sufficicnt re-
venue to meet the annual or semi-annzal interest of the fgndcd
debt, by impost dutics and direct taxation, is, in the opinion of
your committee, the only plan which can he fairly devised. And
your committee belicving that much public benefit will reslﬁ‘!
from the practical resalts of the plan proposcd, beg leave to in-
troduce the foHowing bills, viz: “An act to anthorize the conso-
Hdation and funding of the public debt.”
“An act to raise n public revenue by impost duties.” And
* “an act to raise a public revenue hy direct taxation.”
JOHN K. ALLEN,
Chairman of Committce on Ways and Means-
On motion of Mr. Baker of Austin, the three bills, accom-
panying the report, weve severally read a first time. .
Mz. Allen, of Nacogdeches, from the same committec made

the following
REPORT:

The committee of Ways and Means, to whom was referred
the report of the Hom. the Secretary of the Treasury, date
the 18th April, have had the same under consideration, and
have instructed me to report the following resolution.

‘ JOHN K. ALLEN,
Chairman of the Committer of Ways and Mean

Resolved, by the Senate and House of Representatives ©
the Republic of Texas in congress assembled, That the prest-
dent be authorized to appoint an agent to proceed to the Unite
Btates, with instructions to rceeive the umsold Iand scrip, a8
settle with the different agents herctofore appointed by the
government, And that he be also directed to sell any scrip he
may receive for cash, at not less than the minimum price, $he.
proceeds to be depesited in bank, subject to the order of the
Sccretary of the Treasury.

The resolution was read a first time. .

Mr. Baker of Austin, from the committee on the JEM}C‘“"Y
to whom was referred the petition of Robert M. Williamson

‘
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and Haden Edwards, cluiming cerlain quantitics of lapd, as

empresarios, made the following T
' REPORT:

. The Judiciary committee to whom was referred the peti-

tion of Mr. Williamson and Haden Edwards, claiining certain

quantitics of land, as empresarios, have had the same under

consideration and have instructed me to report:—

_ That suflicieat cvidence has not. been furnished the com-
mittee to cnable it to determine the nature of the contracts
made with the petilioness, nor the extent of their compliance ¢
with their said contracts. Indecd the various testimony which |
would have to be introdured, to. 1 proper understandmg of the '
whale subject, would eccupy more tifne, and claim more atten-
tion from congress, than a due regard to other important gene-
ral subjects, would permit. ~di

Your commitiee are also of opinion, that many complex, .
legal questions would arise, in the investigation of the claims of
the empresarios, which should be, and can only be, properly
understood and decided by a court of justice. In consideration :
of which they recommend the passage of the following bill, i

MOSELY %/\KER,
Chatrmian of Judiciary Commitice,

On motion of Mr, Branch, the report was rcceived, and
the bill accompanyiagit was read the first time.

r. Baker, from the same commitiee, to whom was refer-
red the bill to legalize marriage contracts, wiih the amendments,

made the following
REPORT:

The committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred the
bill lcgalizing marriage contracts, bave bad the same under
consideration, and have amended the same with the following

substitute.
On motion of Mr. Allen of Nacogdoches, the subslitute

was reccived on its second reading.

Mr. Gant, from the same ommittcc, reported the bill to-
prescribe the proof nccessary to admit deeds, &e. upon record,
without amendments.

On motion of Mr. Gant, the bill was laid on the table.

Mr. Aracld, from the sclect commitiee 1o whom had been
referred the petition of John Duncan and others, for an ant of
incorporation, reported a bill toincorporate the Cancy company,
which was read a first time, and laid on the table.

The house then proceeded to the consideration of the of-

ders of the day.
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The bill Lo incorporate the Red River and Arausaso Bay
Rail Road, Navigation and DBanking company, was taken up,
on its final passage.

Mr, Baker of Matagorda moved that the bill be indefinite-
ly postponed. on which the ayes and noes were ordered.

Mr. Buker of Austin made a point of order, and the speak-
er decided that, at this stage of the billya motion to postpong
indefinitely is out of order,

Mer. Chenoweth moved that the bill be re-committed o a
select commitfees

On motion of Mr. Gant, the bill was luid on the table.

On motion of Mr. Gant, the house took up the engressed
btll to incorporate the Washington college, which was read
a third time, and passed. The title “an act to incorporate the
trustecs of the Washington college,”

On motion of Mr. Arnold, the house took up the bill to in*
corporate the town of Nacogdoches.

. The Speaker called Mr. Rowe to the chair. There not
being a quorum present, a call of the house was called.

. A quorum appearing, further proceedings on the call were
dispensed with, and the Speaker resumed the chair.

On motion of Mr. Rowe, an additional section was added
to the bill, incorporating the town of San Augustine, with the
same powers and restrictions that are allowed to 1\'acogdochcs-
o 1 OLI'H]OﬁOl) of -Mr, White, the town of Texana was added
o the bill.

On motion of Mr. Gant,the ( { Washing 5 add
o oot y own of Washington “"a
. On motion of Mr. Wharton, Brazoria, Velasco and Colum-

bia, were added to the bill. Y

On motion of Mr. Baker of Austin, the city of ITouston and
town of Richmond, were added to the biil. '

On motion of Mr, White, the town of Columbus in Colo*
rado, and Independence in Washingfon county, were added.

On motion of Mr. Baker of Matagorda, the town of Mata:
gorda was added.

On motion of Mr. Baker of Austin, the town of San Felipe
was added.

On motion of Mr, Rowe, the several towns thus to be in
corparated were included in one section.

On motion of Mr. Baker of Austin, the bill was further
amended 71)}' striking out, in the 4th section, all between the
words “he” in the third line, and %ang” in the sixth linc, a0
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inserting ih g 4 yner i
fosert g the words “shall be the owner of real estate in sajd
wa (t)n Eotion of Mr. Baker of Austin, the word “irustces”
was stricken out, wherever it oceurs, ¢ ] @ :
e , whe curs, and the word “Aldermen”
tene. On motion of Mr. Rowe, it was

Ordered, That the bill as amended, be engrossed for a third
reading,

The Spea.ker laid before the house a letter from the Secre-
tary of State, in answer to the call of the House, of the 17th
inst., commuuicating sundry docaments in relation to the loans;
which were, on motion of Mr. Allen of Nacogdoches, referred
to the select committee on that subject.

On motion of Mr, Hooper, the house adjourned uatil to-

morrow morning at 10 o’clock.
W. F. GRAY, Cl'k

. Trurspav, May 25, 1837.
~*"" The house met pursuant to adjournment.

Twenty-three members present.

Mr. Wright presented the petition of B. Gooch and others,
of Red River district, praying the removal of the land office of
that district, and the establishment of the town of Travis, which
being read, was, on motion of Mr. Wright, laid on the table.

Mr.” Wharton presented the petition of F. 1. Wells, a
purser in the navy, respecting the pay of that office, which was,
on motion of Mr. Wharton, referred to the commiltee on naval
affairs.
Mr. Wright presented the petition of Geo. C. Dugan and
others, in opposition to the removal of the Red River land office,
which was, on motion of Mr. Wright, laid on the table. .

Mr. Wharton presented the petition of M. M. Battle and
others, praying the formation of a new county, out of the coun-
ties of Harrisburg, Austin and Brazoeria, to be called “Fort
Bend,” which being read, was, on motion of Mr. Wharton, re-
ferred to the committee on county boundaries.

A message was received from the Scnate, by Mr. Robert-
son, their Secretary, announcing the passage, by the senate, of
“an act to authorize the associate justices of counly courts to.
act as Judges of Probate, and Notarics Public, in certain cases;™

and .
«An act for the relief of John M. Allen.”

Mr, Wharton presenied the petition of certain soldicrs of
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the urmy, accompanied by a letter from Brigudier General Fe-
lix Huston, which being read, was, on motion of Mr. Buker of
Austin, referred to a sclect committee of five.  The Speaker
appoiuted Messrs, Wharton, Roman, Branch, White and Rowe,
said committee.

Mr. I}, from the sclect commiltec to whom was referred
the petition of J. P. Coles and others, for the incorporation of
the trustees of Independence academy, reported a bill for that
purpose, which was read a first time.

Mr. White, by leave of thce house, submitted a bill for the
redemption of the public debt, and to create o bank on the
faith of the government, which was read a first time.

"The house then proceeded to the orders of the day.

The bill from the Senate, for the relief of John M. Allen,
was tuken up and read a first time,

On motion of Mr, Baker of Austin, the fifty-first rule of
the hm_;se was suspended, and the bill read a second time, and,
on motion of Mr. Baker of Matagorda, it was referred to the
comn’mtee on claims and accounts.

i l'helblll from the "Senate, to incorporate the Protestant
in;;ls:ez%a Church of Matagorda, was then taken up, which be-
2]
Mr. Branch moved that it be indefinitely po
anc stponed. Mr.
f(iﬂt(l?r toii; Austu} made a point of order, and )t,hr:: ép%aker decid-
at the motion to post indefini g i :
fhat stago of fhn bi]l.P stpone indefinitely was not in ordér, at
housi\f;{; f:::Cht movsd“ mb'sllllspcnd the fifty-first rule of the

3 r tored h 4 i ) -
fused o Suspend the ol ¢ bill a second time. The house re

Mr. Branch then moved that the bill be rej i

i B ) ted, On this

motion, Mr. Baker of Ma cd for fhacerec.

which er ord:rscli..o Matagorda called for the ayes and noes
hose who voted in the affrmati

g ? 4 ative were Messra, Speaker,

gilet;l ](;f Milam, AHc’n of Nacogdoches, Afnold, Bill;ingﬂl)"

yd, Branch, Cartwright, Gant, Geraghty, Hill, Hooper, Hol-
man, }‘{omnn, Wharton, Wright—186.

Those who voted jn the negative were Messra. Baker of

Austin, Baker of Matagord a ;
Lewis, Rowe, West, W"V ;Eloel-—af’) By Buenbiam, Chenowctl

'So the' bill was rejected.

tI‘hc bill from the Senate, to authorize associate justices'Of
county courts to act as Judges of Probate and Notaries Publics
1 certain cases, was taken up, and read a first time.
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On motion of Mr. Wharton, the fifty-first ral
was suspended, and the bill was read a sgcontg 1:1'meef’f the house

Mr. Gant moved to strike out the words “absence or.”

Mr. Baker of Austin moved to insert after the word “ab-
sencc,” the words “from the county,” which was rejected.

. Mr. Branch moved to strike out the words “absence or,”
which was rejected. ) !

On motion of Mr. Boyd, the fifty-first rule was further sus-
pended, and the bill read a third time, and passed.

On motion of Mr. Baker of Austin, the bill to anthorize
empresarios to institute suits against government, was taken up
on its second rcading.

. Mr. Gant moved the following amendment: In first sec-
ticn, strike out all after the enacting clause, and insert, “that
all empresarios’ contracts ceased on the day of our declaration
of independence, and separation from the Mexican republic.”

Before any question was taken thercon,
~" Oun motion of Mr. Wharton the house adjourned until 8
o'clock, 2. M.

8 o’Crock.

The housc met pursuant to adjournment,

Twenty-two members being present.

A message was received from the Senate, by Mr. Robert-
son, their Secretary, announcing the passage, by the Senate, of
a Joint resolution for the adjournment of congress, on the first

day of Junc next, which was laid on the table.
The house took up the unfinished business of the morning,

being the bill to authorize empresarios to institate suits against

the government.
On motion of Mr. Baker of Austin, the house resolved it.

self into committee of the whole, on the bill, Mr. Wharton in
the chair.

And, after some time spent therein, the committee of the
whole arose,veported progress, and asked to be discharged: in

which the house concurred.
On motion of Mr. Boker of Austin, the house adjourned

until to-morrow merning at 10 o’clock.
W. F. GRAY, ClIk.
9
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Fripay, May 26, 1837,

‘I'he house mel pursuant to adjournment.

Twenty-five members being present.

Mr. Wharton preseated the  petition of 5. Rhoads Fishery
inrclation to the re-capture of the scheoner Hanuah and Eliza-
beth, accompanied by sundry documents —which being reads
Mr. Wharton moved their reference (o a select comimillee.

On motion of Mr. Bukerof Austin, they swere laid on the
table.

~ Mr. Rowe from the committee on public lands, to whom
Yad been referred the message of the president, of the §9ih inst.,
made the following
. REYORT:

The committee on public lands, to whom was referred the
president’s communication to congress, on the subjeet of the
claims of John E. Ross and others, on the government, for scr-
vices rendered with the sicamer Ycllow Stone, during the camr
paign of the spring of 1830, froman examiualion of the doc-
uments therewith connected, find that the comm:mdu-—irrch'lcf
did not assume any authority, but pledged his own private pro-
perty for the usc of the public, whereby we were benefiteds
hox:z much, we cannot say; but doubtless, it was a dark houty
and would have Justified almost any sacrifice;—and we should
feel ourselves in duty, lonor and justice, bound to relieve the
party, i this and all other similar cases,

. JOSLPH ROWE, Ck'n.
tion Accompanying the report was the following joint resolor
Resolved, by the senate and house of representatives of the
republic of Texas, in congress assembled, 'That the master and
crew of the steamer Yellow Stone be entitled to, and shall e
ceive, compensation in lauds of the public domain, for any sef-
vice which they may have rendered this republic, agrecably
contract made’hy them with the commander-in-chief of the army
of T‘?‘?lSE and that the commissioner of the genecral land oflice
of this republic be authorized to issue an o?dm' of survey, fof
the same, which may be located agrecubly to the cxisting 1872
on that subject, v

Mr. Branch from the commitire on claims and accounts:
made the following report, on John M. Allcu’s claim, accompa”
nied by a bill for the relief of John M. Allen, ’
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Mr. »'S'peaker:

ferredrhnencgglc?iffgfetﬁ: df}]i.ms and acccoants, to'whom was re-
E f relief of John M. Allen, have had the

same under consideraiion, and have instracted me to make the

ﬂi“owing

REPORT:

On examination of the Accounts of said John M., Allen,
we find an ackaowledgement of the receipt of four thousand
doll:r.s received by Jobn M. Allen, for the purpose of raising
recruils; outof which amount, your commitice find vouchers for
the cxpeaditure of eight hundred and fifty-four dollars, ‘of said
amount. The bakance claimed by said John M. Allen,
of three thousand four hendred and ninety - six-dollars, as
per account claimed, is stated in the account of suid John M.
4llen, to have been expended in recruiting, clothing nnd boar-
ding a company of French volunteers, raised by said Johu M.
Allen,in New. Orleans, which said company he stated descrted,
ol receiving information of the massacre of Goliad. What
number of men werc raised by the said John M. Allen,—your
committee cannot ascertain, The only vouchers your commil-
tee have received, is the certificate of Mr. Samuel Ellis, the se-
cretary of the agency, which your commilice beg leave to pre-
scnt to the house; and with these remarks, to return the bill for

the action of {he house.
E. T. BRANCII, Ch'n.

Mr. Roman submitted the following joint resolution.

Resoloed, by the Senate and House of Representatives of
the Republic of Texas, in Congress assembled, That the in-
validity, or validity, of the the claims of Empresaries, is not a
a proper subject for the decision of congress, hut of the judicia-
1y of this government. .

‘Which was read a first time. )

Op motion of Mr. Wharton, the house took up the bill for
“chartering the Internal Iinprovement and Banking company,”}
which on motion of Mr. Wharton, was referred to a select coms"
mittee, consisiing of Messrs. Wharton, Baker of Malagorda,
Burnham, and Branch. .

A message wasreceived from the senate, by their secretary, ;
announcing the passage of a joint resolution for the nppointmén‘&
of a commitiee to cnquire into the expediency of carrying o_n;
an offensive war. s

The house then took up the joint resolution, from the sew,

[
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ate, for the adjournment of congress, on the first Juge. Mr,
Rowe moved that the house cuncur in the reso].uhon- Mr.
Branch moved to lay it on the table, which was rejected. On
motion of Mr. White, “the 1st June,” was stricken out, and on
motion of Mr. Rowe, the resolution was laid on the t‘ab!e.

On motion of Mr. White the house took up the “hill to le-
galize certain marriages, and to provide fo'r the solcmm?atlon
of marriages, and for other purposes,” on its sccond rcadlng-v

On motion of Mr. Branch, the 51st rule of the house was
suspended, the bill réad a third time, and passed. "

On motion of Mr. Branch, the house took up the «bill to
incorporate the town of Liberty, on its second reading. 1}{"
Branch .moved to suspend the 5lst rule, and to read the bill 2
third time; which was rejected,

On motion of Mr. Branch, it wasordered to be engrossed;
ard read a third time to-morrow.

On mtion of Mr. the house then took up the
bill for the appointment of clerks, for the different dcpa}'fment’
of the military establishment, which was read a second time.

On motion of Mr. Hooper, the joint resolution for the re-
lief of John M. Clifton, was taken up, on its sccond reading:

metion of Mr. Hooper, the 5lst rule was suspendeds
the resolution read = third time, and passed. i

Ou motion of Mr. Billingsly, the house took up the bill t0
anthorize the conselidation and funding of the public debt-

r. Rowe moved to strike out, in the sixth section, the pr®-
visoy *that intercst shall be allowed onno claims other thet
those whick have been, or shall be funded.”

On which the ayes and noes were ordered. 1

Those who voted in the affirmative were, Messrs. Armol%
Baker of Matagorda, Hill, Hooper, Holman, Lewis, McKinnefs
Roman, Rowe, West, Wright,—11.

Those who voted in the negative were, Messrs. Speake}:’
Allen of Milam, Baker of Austin, Billingsly, Boyd, Brantor
Brush, Burnham, Chenoweth, Cartwright, Gant, Geraghty,—!*
" 8o the house refused to strike out the proviso. -

On motion of Mr. Billingsly, the last clause in'the 6th S;!
tion, from the words, “and on all claims showing cash ad"“‘“;)."
&c,” to the end of the section, was stricken out, and the 'toj
as amended, ordered to be engrossed, and read a third time
morrow. - that

A message was received from the senate, announcing 4 .
the senate had concurred in the join resolution from the houses
for the relief of the honorable B. C. Franklin.
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On motion of Mr. Branch, the resolution tri f

. d , enquiring of the
P;gSlg;flt why he employed troops on the Sabineq&c., %ras tas

.. Mr. Chenoweth moved an amendment, appointing a s e
fvml t:,o_mmlttec to carry the resolution to thc’ pfeiident,gwhipch
as rejected.

Mr. Baker of Austin moved that the resolation be laid on
the table, . B

On which the ayes and noes were orderods .-

Those who vated in the affirmative, were Measss, Speaker,
.‘\']]en of Milam, Arnold, Baker of Aatin, Boyd, Brash, Gant,
Gera%hty, Hooper, Lewis, Roman/~11." ' )

hose who votedin the ncgative were Messrs. Baker
of Matagorda, Billingsly, Branch, Buraham, Chenoweth, Cart-
wright, Hill, Holman, McKinney, Rowe, West; Wright,—12,

So the house refusud to lay the resolution on the table,

On motion of Mr. Branch, the question was then taken on

_thie &foption of the resolution; and it was rejected.

Mr. Gant moved that the housetake Up the bill to prescribe
the proof necessary to admit deeds &ex, upon record,—and be.
fore the question was taken, .

On motion of Mr. Boyd, the house adjourned until 3
o’clock, r. .

AT 3 0’CLOCK, P. M,

The house met pursuant to adjournment,

Twenly-two members being present. )

On motien of Mr+ Cartwright, the vote of the morning, re-
jecting Mr. West’s resolution calling for information of the ex-
eculive, in relation to the troops on Szbine, was re-considered,

And Mr. Branch moved that the resolution be adopted:

On which the ayes and noes werc ordered.

Those who voted in the affirmative were Messrs, Dillings-
ly, Branch, Burnham, Cartwright, Gant, Hill, Hooper, Holman,
McKinney, Rowe, West, Wharton, Wright,—13.

Those who voted in the negative were, Messrs. Speaker,
Allen of Milam, Arnold, Baker of Austin, Baker of Matagorda,
Boyd, Brush, Chenoweth, Geraghty and Lewis,—10.

So the resolution was adopted.

Mr. Branch from the select committee, {0 whom the pres-
ident’s message of the 16th inst., respecting the first loans to
Texas, had been referred, reported a bill for the settlement of
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the sccond, or 50,000 loan, entitled “a biii for the relief of
James Erwin and others,"—which was read a first time.

< Mr. Branch moved that the 51st rule be suspended, and
the bill read asccond times—which was rejected.

On motion of Mr. Gant, the bill top b« the proof ne-
cessary to admit deeds, &c.y to record, was taken up.

O motion of Mr. Bai " Aastia i iz on the table.

Mr. Wharton submi a joint resalution, instrucling the
president to perform certain acts, for the benoiitof Texian pris-
oners; which being read the first time, onmotion of Mr. Branch,
the 5lst. rule of the house was suspended, and the resolution
rcad a second time.

Qnu:motion of Mr. Chenoweth, the same was amended, and
on metion of Mr. Branch, the 5Lst, rule was further suspended,
and the resolution read a third time, and passcd, in the jollowing
words, viz:

Resotced, by (he senate and house of representatives of the
republic of Texus in congress assembled, That the prosident be
instructed to send the armed schooners, Bratus and Tovineible,
mth_a flag of truce, to the Brazos Sanliago, 1o treat with the
Mexican aqthorilics, for the releasc of the crows and passen-
gers of ‘the Lexian vessels, Independence and Julius Ceesar, late-
ly captured by the Mexican cruisers, and of any other Texians
that may be prisoncrs; and on failure to procure {heir rclease
that the commandants of said vessels, be aulhorized fo take
such steps to effect their object, as in their opirion circumstan-
ces may justify.

Mr. Gant submitied the following resolution,

szsohm}, by the scnate and house of representatives of the
republic of Texas, In congress asscmbled, That the last sen-
tence of the sixteenth section of an act, approved Deccmbet 6
1836, and entitled, “an act to provide for the national defence,
by organizing the Militia,” to wit: the words “for failing te per
form a tour of duty, when called on, one hundred dollars,” bes
and the same is, herchy repealed. ' -

Which was read a first time.

Mr. Branch, by lcave of the house, introduced a bill, sups
plemen_tary to an act eslablishing fees of office, which was &

a first time,

On motion of Mr. Rowc, the engrossed bill, incorporating
the todwn of Nagogdoches, was taken up, read a third time, and
passed.

On motion »f Mr. Rowe, the bill to incorporate the Inde
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ﬂ:n{?ﬁ:cc Acudemy, was taken up, and read a second time by
of ‘gl} motion of Ml Rowc? it was amended, by the addition
o a third scction, incorporating Elishg Roberts.and others,un-

er Fhe name and siyle of the presidentand trustees of the Uni-
versity of San Augustine; with the same ‘powers.and privileges
which are conizrred by the act, on the trasizes d[hdepcndcx?cc
Academy. ] N

And on motion of Mr. Rowe, the hill,'as smended, was or-
dered to be engrossed, and read a third timé.to-motrowy:

_ On mction of Mr. Gant, the house took up the joint resolu-
tion, fixing the first Monday in November, for the next meeting
of congress, :

‘Which wus read a second time.

On motien'of Mr. White, the 51st. rule was suspended, the
resolution read a third, and passed. -

JOn-motien of Mr. Billingsly," the joint resolution, fixing
-the pay of district judges, was takefi up-and read a sgcond time.

On motion of Mr. Rowe, the 51st. rule wassuspended, the
resolution read o third time, and passed.

The joint resolution for the relief of free persons of color
was then taken up, and read a second time.

On motion of Mr. Chenoweth, the resolutien was amended
by striking out “time of thc adoption of the constitution,” and
inserting, “date of the declaration of independence.”

And on motion of Mr. Rowe, it was further amended, by
inserting, after the word “independence,” the words, “and their
natural 1ssue.”’

There not appearing a quorum in the house, a call of the
house was ordered, and the clerk procecded to call. .

A quorum appearing, farther proccedings thercon -were
suspended.

 On-motion.of Mr. Branch, the joint resolution for the rc-
lief of free persons of color, as amended, was ordered to be en-
grossed, and read u third time te-morrosw. N

Mr. Branch called up a bill for the relief of Alexander
Buxton, on its sccond reading. .

Mr. Gant moved to postpone it indefinitely:

On which the ayes and noes were ordered. R

These who veled in the affirmative were, Messrs. Speak-
er, Arnold, Baker of Ausiin, Baker of Matagorda, Billingsly,
Boyd, Brush, Barnham, Chenoweth, Curlright, Gant, Geraghty
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Hill, Hooper, Holman, Lewis, McKinney, Rowe, West, Whar-
ton, White, Wright,—22.

Those who voted in the negative, were, Messrs. Allen of
Milam, and Branch,—§. .

So the bill was indefinitely postponed.

Mr. Gant submitted the following resolution, .

Resolzed, That the secretary be requested to furnish to this
house « copy of all information that may be in his department,
relative to the appointment of T. Jefferson Chambers, and pow-
er given him to raise' men and means, upon the eredit ofthe gov-
ernment of Texaa,

‘Which lics one day for consideration,by a rule of the house.

©On motion of Rowe the house adjourned antil to-morrow ut
16 o'clock. R

W. F. GRAY, Clk.

‘ Saturpav, 27th May, 1837
.. FThe house met pursuant to adjournment.
Twenty-two members being present.
Mr. Rowe, from the joint committee on the land bill made
foflowing: .

i BB R T .

The selétt “conitiistec: appointed by this - house, 10
mect, in joint committee, a like committee on the part of the
senate,on the subject of the Iand bill, have twice met and could
not agree, and each has thought proper to make a scperatce re-
port.  And the commitiec,on the part of the house, herewith
submit a substitate for the supplement which was referred t0
them. JOSEPIL ROWE, Ch'n.

The bill was read the first time,

- Mr. Baker of Austin moved that the original supplement,

and the substitute, be laid on the table,—which was rejected.

On motion of Mr. Rowe, the substitutc now offered, in lied
of the original suppleinert, was adopted, and placed on iis se¢”
ond reading.

Mr. Rowe submitted the following resolution. i

Resolved, That the house will not act upon any bill, which
proposes to lay a tax of any description, until after we shal
have finally settled the question to open the land offices, ot have
good reasons shown us why they should remain closed. -

Mr. Branch moved that the resolution be rejected;

On which the ayes-and noes were ordereds -

Thosc who voted in the affirmative were Messis. Sp°3ke"
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M, o L, e gt 2
s y 4 henoweth, Ga;
West, Wharton, W hite—’—l4. » Gant, Geraghty, Roman,
B dT?;ose “;lhoc voted i;]) the negative were Messrs. Arnold;
oyd, Branch, Cartwright, Hi i A
Ro{ve, \Vrigh,t,—lO. stt, Hill Hooper,\ﬂolman‘, McKiane,

So the resolution was rejected. st g Do

A concurrent resolution from the senate, for iry into
the expediency: of an offensive warfare; was then m

. On motion of Mr. Baker of Austin, the howse concurred
with the senate, and the Speaker eppointed - Messts. Wharton,
Baker of Austin, Baker of Matagorda, Roman and Rowe, the
commiltee on the part of-the house. ’

On motion of Mr, Baker of Austin, the house re-consid-
ered the vote of yeésterday, ordering the bill for the relief of
John M. Allen to a third reading, and placed the bill again en
its sccond reading. - - - ; N

__ On motion of Mr. Baker-of Austin, the whole of the bill,
affér the coacting clause; was stricken out, and the following in-
serted. That the auditor be instrueted to settle the accotints of
captain Jobn M. Allen, on the principles of justicé and equity.

On motion of Mr. Branch the 51st rule was suspended, and
the bill read a third time, and passed.

ORDERS OF THE DAY.

A joint resolution for the benefit of free persons of coler,
was read & third time and passeds < .

The cngrossed bill authorizing the contolidation and fund-
ing of the public uebt, was taken p for a third reading.-

Mr. Billingsly moved to re-consider the vot: of yesterday
ordering the bill toa third reading, for the purpose of putting
it on the second reading, and offering some amendments:

The motion was rejected, and the bill read a third time,
and passed. X . ’ .

The engrossed bill to incorporate the town of Liberty was
then, on motion of Mr. Braneh, taken up, read a third time, and

assed. '

F A message was received from the senate, by their secretary,
announcing the passage of the act to incorporate the Trustees
of Washington College.

The engrossed bill to incorporate the Trustces of Indepen-
dence ‘Academy, was then taken up, read a third time, and

passed.
10
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The title of the bill “an act to incorporale ﬁhc: Trastees
of Independence Academy and of the University of 8an Augus-
tine.” ) .

On motion of Mr. Hill, the bill for the divorce of Roberi
Stephenson from his wife Nurcissa, was taken up, and reat a
‘second lime,

Mr. Holman moved to suspend the 51st rule, and read the
bill a third time.

On taking the question there was not a guorum prescaty .

A call of the house was ordered. 2

The call being made, twenty-two members answered, an
farther proceedings in the call were suspended,

" The question was then taken on suspending the 3lst sules

and it was lost. .
. On motion of Mr. Allcn of Milam, the house adjourncd
until Monday Moerning, at 9 o’clock.
: W. F. GRAY, C'k.

.z . Monoav, May 29, 1837,
.. .. The house met pursuant to adjournment,

Twenty-three members being present. 3
;... Mr. McKinney presented the petition of John W, Masst®

aiid’others, in behalf of Mark Epperson, for half. of a leagueof
Iand in Sulphur Fork; which, on motion of Mr. Arnold, was re-
ferred to the committee on the state of the republic.

Mr. Roman presented a petition from William Jacobs and
others, a committce on behalf of three companies of the army,
in relution to bounty lands, &c., which, on motion of Mr. Ro-
man, was referred to the select committee to whom was refer.
the petition from the army, and general F. Huslon’s leiter.

A message was received from the senate, by their secretatys
Mr. Robertson, anmouncing the passage, by the senate, of the
joint resolution, from the house, authorizing the president to pe*
form certain acts for the benefit of Texian prisoners.

Mr. Wharton from the select committee, to whom was “"]
ferred the petition of George B, McKinsiry and others,and 2 bil
for an “Internal Improvement and Banking Company,” made,
the following report. ol

Mr. Speaker, the committee to whom was referred 2 bi
and petition from sundry citizens of Brazoria and Matagord“
countics, having had the same under consideration, beg leave ¥
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. REPORT: . :
" That l}avmg: re'ﬂected on the present uncerfain currency of
ie republic, principally paper of the banks of southern and
western states of the United States, and having also observed,:
in the pelition above referred to, many names of respectable,
merchnnAts fmd Pplanters, believe that a compaay. formed.under
the restrictions contained in the bill presented, entitled “the In-
fernal Improvement and Banking company of “Texas,”’—(should:
the amendment be made . which will presently be suggested,)—
would meet the immediate nccessity of those two counties, and
also serve as an experiment for others. e
Your committee are fully aware thaty in‘ike present exci-
ted state of the republic in relation to banks &c., too much cir-
cumspection, cannot -be used. They therefore are of opinioa,
that the amount of the capital stock applied -for, be reduced,
and other amendments made, which they here present, viz:

.. That, i section 2d, the words, “five hundred thousand,”
be changed for the words, “one hundred thousand.” That the
words, “Galveston Bay and the river Colorado,” be inscrted, in
place of “the river Trinity,” and the ¢“river San Antonio,” and
that in the provise to said section thc words, “ihree hundred
thousand,” be put in place of “onc million of.”" Thatin section3
asin section 2, the words, “five hundred thousand,” be changed to
“one hundred thousand,” and,“five thousand shares of one hun-
dred dollars each,” to “two thousand shares of fifty dollars each,”
—the shares being reduced from one hundred fo fifty dollars.

Your ittee are of opinion that the words, “per cent.,” be
inserted, in place of the word, “dollars,” where it first oceurs in
ittee have thought it

the 6th section. I h as your c
proper and expedient to reduce the capital stock, on the same

grounds, they are of opinion that the words, “thirty theusand;”
will be preferable to “fifty thousand,”-in the proviso of the 7th
section, -Should other proposed amendments be adopted, your
committee consider it due to the future stockhoelders {o reduce
the bonus, mentioned in section 8th, and 16th, proportionably.
Your committec suggest the propriety of striking out, in section
11, the words, “ene half mile,” and inserting, “two hundred
yards,” in lieu thereof. .
‘With the above amendments, this charler for internal im.
provement, (should the affairs ofit be conducted with prudence,)
may be of great utility to the agricultural and commercial in-
icrest of the republic,—~not so much from the direct effects from -

P
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so small a capital, as from the indircct influcnce it may give to
the enteryrise, and united exertion of our citizens, to exert them-
selves for public improvements. Your committee, therefore,
have had another bill drawn, containing the aforesiid amend:
ments, and respectfally submit the same, with this report.
“The bill reported us a substitate for the original bill, No.
58, was read, being on its seconi rcading, and, on motion of Mr.
Billingsly, it was laid on the table.
ORDERS OF THE DAY.
A bill to divorce Robert Stephenson from Narcissa, his wife;
was taken up on its third reading, and passed.
Mr. Baker of Austin moved a re-consideration of the vote.
There not being & quorum, the housc was called, and twen-
ty-two members answered; whereupon further proceedings on
the call were suspended. : .
¢ question was then taken on the motion to re-consider
and lest.
The bill, (No. 49,) for the appointment of clerks, in the dif-
ferent offices of the war department, was then taken np on its
- Me; Rowe moved-that the bill be laid on the table; whith
was tejected. . i N

e question was tier taken on the final passage of the

bill:

On which the ayes and noes were ordered.

Those who votcd in the affirmative were, Messrs, Speakefs
Allen of Milam, Baker of Ausiin, Baker of Matagorda, Ge
raghty, Roman, West, Wharton,—8. '

 Those who voted in the negative were, Messrs. Arnoldy
Billingsly, Boyd, Branch, Burnham, Gant, Hill, Hooper, Hok
man, Lewis, McKinney, Rowe, White and Wright,—14.

So the bill was rejected.

A message was received from the senate, by Mr. Robert:
son, announcing the passage by the senate,of a joint resolation;
allowing an extension of time to the executor of S. F. Austiby
until the first /ay of Scptomber next. y

Also, the bill from the house of representatives to legali®é
certain matriages, &c.

On motion of Mr. Wharton, the house took up the bill
for the relief of James Erwin and others, on its second reading:

The house resolved itself into a committee of the whole, o0
the bill, Mr, Rowe in the chair; and after some time spent thefc:
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in, the committee arose, reported the bill, with amendments and
were dlsclmrgcd. The amendments were concurred in.
by < Qn' motion of Mr. Branch the bill was further amended,
¥ striking out of the Proviso, at the end of the first section, the

words * * x

At the request of the speaker, Mr. Rowe took the chair.

On motion of Mr. Archer, the 5lst rule was suspendced,
and the bill as amended, read the third time, and passed.

On motion of Mr. Arnold the house adjourned uniil 3
o’clock, r. . : “

3 o’cLoCK, T. M.
The Speaker took the chair according to adjournment.
There being no quorum, after waiting 20 minutes, house
the adjourned until 8o'clock, P. m.’ :

‘- i - 8 o’crock, P, M,

The Speaker took the chair according to adjournment. On
calling the house, there was not a quorum present. The ser-
geant-at-arms was sent in quest of the absentecs, returned and
reported an ineffectual search.

On motion of Mr. Wharton, it was

Ordered, That unless the absent members give a satisfacto-

ry excuse for their abscnce, they be fincd.
The house adjourned until to-morrow morning, 9 o'clock,

Ae Mo
-~ W.T. GRAY, Cik

Tuespay, Miy 30, 1837.
The house met pursuant to adjournment.

Twenty-two members present.

The members who were absent last night when the house
adjourned, being callcd upon, made their explanation, where-

_upon,on motion of Mr. Wharton, it was

Ordered, that the absentees be cxcused, and further pro-
ceedings on the subject dispensed with,

Mr. Wharton presented the petition of Handy & Lusk,
praying remuneration for loss during the last war.  Referred to
the committee on claims and accounts. %

On metion of M. Wharton, the following resolution was
adopted immediately. :

Resolved, by the House of Representatives of the Republic
of Texas, That a committce of three be appointed to wait on
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the Hon. R.J. Walker, and invite him to take a seat i_n this
house: and that the Speaker express our gratitude, for his lau-
dable excrtions in the causc of Liberty, and an oppresscd peo-
ple, and hail, with pleasure, Lis presence among  us.

The Speaker appointed Messrs. Wharton, Roman, and
Billingsly, the committee for that purpose. .

Mr. White, from the committee on county boundaries, re-
ported a bill to cstablish and define county boundaries. The
bill being rcad a first time,

Mr. Wharton moved that the fifty-first rule of the house
be suspended, and the bill read a second time, which was re-
Jjected.

Oa motion of Mr. Brush, the bill was referred to a select
committee, consisting of Messrs. Brush, White, Gant, and Baker
of Matagorda.

Mr. Wharton, from the select committee on the petition
from the army, reported a bill concerningsoldiers’ bounty Iand,
head rights, &c. The bill being read,

Mr. Wharton moved that the fifty-firstrule be suspended,
and she bill put upon a second reading to-day, which was re-
Jected. . F.

The house then procceded to the orders of the day.

On motion of Mr. Rowe, the house took up the substitute
for the bill supplementary to the act to establish a gencral land
office.

On motion of Mr. Branch, the house went into committee
of the whole, on the bill, Mr. Branch in the chair; and after
some time spent thercin, the commiitee rose, reported progress,
and asked lcave to sit again.

Theleave was granted.

On motion of Mr. Gant, the house adjourned until 3
oclock, ». M. :

3 0o'cLock, P. Mo

The house met pursuant to adjournment.

The committee appointed to invite the Hon. R. J. Waiker,
to a seat in this house, reported that they had performed that
duty, and that the Hon. gentleman had accepted the invitatiobs
and would attend at the present sitting.

. The Hon. Senate, by invitation entered the hall, and united
}v!th the howse. The president and the spcaker presiding
joinily. Ilis excellency, the president of the republic, and the
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heads of departments, also the chief justice and judges of the
supreme court, attended by invitation, and were received in the
hall, Tl_)c Hon. guest was then introduced by the committee
and cordially welcomed by the Speaker, to which he returned
an amnmt_ed and feeling reply. He was then introduced to the
members individually, and scated in front of the chair.

On motion of Mr. Wharton, the house adjourned unti] to-

morrow morning at 10 o’clock,
W. F."GRAY, Clk.

3 Wepnespav, May 31, 1837,

The house met pursuant to adjournment.

Twenty-three members present. -

Mr. Boyd presented the petition of Wm. P. Miller, com-
plaining of executive oppressiony and praying fora court of cu-

UIry. . SR B
4 Ji%efened to the committee on military affairs,
., M. Billingsley presented the pétition of Robert M. Cole-
— i, plaining of illegal impiri t'&c., and praying for
an investigation of his condact, referred to the commiitec on
militacy affairs.

The house proceeded to the orders of the day, and resolved
itself mto u committee of the whele.

Mr, Branch in the chair on the unfinished business of yes-
terday, being the substitute proposed by Mr. Baker of Austin
to the bill supplementary to the Jand law, reported by the selcct
committee of the house on the land laws.

A message was announced from the senate, The Speaker
resumed the chair, and Mr. Roberlson, the secretary of the sen-
ate, announced the passage, by that body, of the bilk

The house again went into committee of the whole, Mr.
Branchin the chairy—and after some time spenttherein, the com-
mittee arose and reported, to the house, a substitute for the bill
reported by the select committee, and asked to be discharged
from the further consideration of the subject. The commiitee
tee was discharged, and the bill, as reported, adopted by the®

house. . .
Mr, Hooper moved that the house adjourn until 3 o’clock;

+ hich was rejected. )
On motion of Mr. Rowe the house procecded to consider

the supplementary land bill, reported by commiitiec of the whole -
on its second reading- :
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Mr. Rowe moved to strike out “October,” and insert@#Sep-
tember,” as the day on which the land office shall open, which
was rejected.

A message was reccived from the senate, by Mr. Robertson,
the secretary, announcing Lhe passage, by the senate, of the l?'"
from the house for the relief of James Erwin and others, with
amcndments.

The land bill was furtheramended, on motion of Mr. Rowe,
by the adoption of an additioral section,—which is from,:'mﬂ Df‘
ter the passage of this act, numbered ¢‘section twelve,” requi-
ring the sccretary at war “te issue warrantsimmediately to those
entitled to military beunty lands.”

' Mr. Branch moved the bill be farther amended, by the
adoption of the following. as the L3th section.

“Be it further enactedy That it shall be the duty of the sar-
veyor general of each land district to appoint not less than 6
deputy surveyorsyin his land district, and as many more as he
may deem necessary, and he shall assign to each deputy a cer-
tain portion of territory in which no other person shali be allow-
ed to survey.”

On which motion the ayesand noes were ordered.

Those whovoted in'the affirmative, were Messrs. Speuker
Allen of Milam, Baker of Austin, Baker of Matagorda, Bil-
lingsly, Branch, Brush, Cartwright, Gant; Lewis, McKinncy,
Roman, West, Wharton, Whitc and Wright,—16.

Those who voted in the negative were Messrs. Arnold
Boyd, Chenoweth, Geraghty, Hill, Hooper, Holman, and Rowe,
—8.

So the scetion was adopted.

On motion of Mr. Gant the bill was farther amended by
the adoption of the following: _
v See. ld. “Be it further enacied, That each deputy survey-
¢ shall,-before entering upon the dutics of his office, give bonds
payable to the president of the republic of Texas, in_ the penal
sum of ten thousand dollars, with at least two securities to be
#pproved by the surveyor gencral, conditioned for the faithifal
performance of the dutics of his office.”

On mation of Mr. Baker of Austin, the bill as amended,
was ordered o be engrossed and read a third time to morrow.

The speaker laid before the house a letter from Mr. M. J-

Falvel, the reporter, resigning his office, for reasons of adomes:
tic nature, personal to himself.
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i Wa} he letter being read, on motion of Rr. Baker of Adistiit;
Resolved, That the resignation of thic reporier bé abeept
_ porter bé acepted
:g;ﬂ tha:l the thanks of the house be tendered to bim, forptbe‘
able and impartial manner in which he h ¢ :
fags of thin pora ‘ . ¢ has reported the proceed
On motion of Mr. Wharton, the bill for the refief of Jairied
Erwin and others, returned from the senate with amendmentsy
was taken up. . . .
On motion of Mr. Baker of Austin the amendments of the
seiate were further amended, by the addition of the following
words to the proviso {0 section 4y—viz., “nor any Island of thid
republic:” and the amendments of the senate, thus aimended;
¥rere concurred fn by the house. "
. Ou motion of Mr. Baker of Austin; the Youse then ad:
journed until 8 o’clock; »; M.

o o o 8 o’¢iock, B, mi
“*Fhe hodse met piirsuant f6 adjoirnments
Twenty-two members being present. .

On motion of Mr. Wharton, the hotise proceeded to the
election of reporter, in the place of Mr, Falvel, resigned.

Mr. Wharton propesed Levi L. Lagrens; seconded by the
Speaker, and therc being no opposition; Mr. Lawrens was duly
elected. o R .
The joint resolution from the senate, for an extcnsion 6f
- time to the executor of 8; F. Austin, deceased, was taken up

and being read, was on motion of Mr. Chenoweth, laid on the
table; )
’ The joint resolution relating to elections in depopulated:
districts, returncd from the scnate, with amendments, was taken:
up and read, . ) .

On motion of Mr. Wharton, the amendments of the senate
Were further amended, by striking out the words, “during the
continuance of the war.” ) " “

And the amendment thus amended was conenrred in.

A message was received from the senate, by Mr. Robertsony,
the secretary, announcing the passage of a joint resolution re<
?ui;ing the president to appointa secretary oflegation to Enge

and &c. ]

Also, that the sénate had concurred in the amendment éﬁ
the housc, to the bill for the benefit of James Tirwin and othefie.y

H :
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The house then took up the bill for the incorporation of tl:i

town of Nacogdoches &c., returned from the sesatewith amen
ntis.

e On motion of Mr. Gant, the amendments of the senate

were concurred in. 3

The joint resolution, requiring the attorney g_enera’] ‘iltI_ll'E
port, to the next session of congress, a system of Organclizd é’:t
&e., for accounting officers, was then taken up and read a
time. .

The joint resolution appointing a secretary of Legation to
Great Britain, &c., was then taken up and read Lst time. ded

Or motion of Mr. Billingsly, the 5Ist rule was suspended,
and the resolution ordered to a second reading-

Mr. Biljjngsly moved to strike out the words, “”"3/""0"?
in the treasury not otherwise appropriated,”—which was r cjected

On motion of Mr. Rowe the words,—%frem any unforessed
cause,” were stricken out. ¢

Mr. Gant moved to strike odt all after the first clause ©
the resolution: on which the ayes and noes were ordered.

Those who voted in the affirmalive were, Messrs. Cheno-
weth, and Gant,—2. .

‘hose who voted. in the negative were, Mesars. Speaker
Allen of Milam, Arnold, Baker of Austin, Baker of Matagorda
Billingsly, Boyd, Branch, Cartwright, Geraghty, Hill, HoopeTs
Holman, Lewis, McKinney, Roman, Rowey West, Whartot
White, Wright,—22, .

So the house refused to strike out.

On motion of Mr. Rowe the 51st rule was further suspen-
ded, and the jointresolution read a third time.

On the question of its final passage, as amended, the ayes
and noes were ordered.

Those who voted in the affirmative were Messrs. Speaken
Allen of Milam, Arnold, Baker of Austin, Baker of Matngﬂrd‘?
Billingsly, Boyd, Branch, Brush, Cartwright, Geraghty, Hnt’
Hooper, Holman, J.cwis, Mc’Kinney, Roman, Rowe, Westy
Wharton, White, Wright.—22. th

Those who voted in the negative were Messrs, Chenowe
and Gant.—2.

8o the joint resolution was passed. .

. Messrsl Gant and Chenoweth, made the following protes
which they required to be cntered upon the journal. -

“We protest against the passage of the resolution, becd
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i :
tis a gross usurpation of power,—a power not possessed by the
congress, and can only be exercised by the people, in their sove-

reign capacity.”
W. W. GANT.
JOHN CHENOWETH.

The joint resolution requiring thie attorney genersl to re-
port to next congress, a system of organization &c., was again
taken up.

On motion of Mr. Wharton the 51st. rule was suspended,
and the resolution ordered to a sedond reading,

On motion of Mr. Branch, the words, “under the direction
of the president.” were stricken out.

On motion of Mr. Rowe, the 5lst ule was further suspen-
ded, the joint resolution read a third time, and passed. )

On motion of Mr. Rowe the house ook up the joint resolu-
{ion for the extension of certain mail routes, which was read a
s time. .

On motion of Mr. Rowe the 51st rule was suspended, aad
the joint resolution read a third time, and passed.

On motion of Mr. Branch, the house took up the bill sup-
plementary to the a¢i establishing fees of office.

Mr. Gant moved to strike out “ten centsallowance to con-
stables for travelling expenses,” which was rejected.

On metion of Mr. White the words, “high misdemeanor,”
were stricken out, and the word, “fclony™ inserted. .

On motion of Mr, White the 51st. rule was suspended, the
bill read a third time, and passed. _

" Mr. Baker of Matagorda moved to take up the bill incor-
porating the Cancy Company, which was rejected.

On motion uof Mr. Gant, the housc tock up the joint resolu-
tion amcnding the militia Jaw,—which was read a second time.

On motior of Mr. Gant the 51st rule was suspended, the
joint resolution read a third time, and passed.

On motion of Mr Bzker of Austin, the house took up ‘the
bill lo raise a revenue by establishing Imposts, on its second rea-
ding.
gOn molion of Mr. Rowe the bill was,amended, by striking
out of the first section, the word, “four,” in the duty on coffees
and inserting, “one;” so as to make it read, “coffee, one ceht
per 1b.”
On motion of Mr Branch it was* further amended, by strie
king out, after apples or peaches, the word *free,” and insertin
“twenty- five per cent, ad valorem.” -
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On motion of Mr. Branch it was further amended, by stric
Kking out, after salt, the word “ten,” and insertiog “thl:(:e.”

Mr. Billingsly moved that the house adjourn until {o-mor-
fow morning, at 10 o’clock, which was l'ejctth. i

The Bilf was further amended, ou the motions of Mr. Che-
noweth and Mr. Branch, by striking out the words, “not herein
enumerated,” and the words, “may be considercd as articles of
luzury, and should pay a duty of.”

On motion of Mr. Rowe, Mr. Baker, and Mr. Holman,
successively made, it was further amended, by striking out, als
ter the word “jewelry,” the words, “reul, twelve and = half per
cent, ad valorem, and mock, twenty five;” and inserting the
words, “thirty three and one third,” so as to make it read, “jew-
elry, thirty three and one-third per cent, ad valorem.”

M. Billingsly asked permission to retire on the ground of
fatigue and indisposition, which was granted by the chair.

On motion of Mr. Rowe the house adjourned until to-mor-
oW morning, at 10'o’clock,

W. F. GRAY, C'k,

. Tuunsoax, Joxe 1lst, 1837,
The house met pursuant to adjournment, -

Twenty-two members present. B

The following Message was received from the president of
the republic, by Mr. Richardson, his private secretary.

Ezceutive Departmenty ]
‘City of Houston, May 31st., 1537. }
Te Tue Sexate Avp
House or RepresentaTives,

Gentlemen:—Your resolution reccived on the 99th. io-
stant insiructing the president to send the armed schooners
Brutus and Invincible, to the Brazos Sani Tagn, has been receiv-
ed with some surprise and regret.  After giving it all the cons
s;.deration due, both. to the importance of the measure, and the
dignity of the body from which it emanated, I regret that I
am compelled to withhold my sanctiony—and the more 50,38 it
contemplates an object in which the deepest feelings of my
heart are concerned.” But having been entrusted hy my countrys
Wlth_the exercise of the authority of the constitution in the ex-
ecutive department of this government, I feel mysell constrain:
ed to adopt the views respectfully submitted, and in so doibg
will give you my reasons for my course, )
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lnz;::i ;‘ulsmsl;':d q'ufislior;’ of ofdnary prudence,it would be a most
of ou py after the enemy have alrend:y in possession one
Ol our armed vessels, to send theother two, without either know-
ing the force they have in the Gulf, or the course they will pur.
Suc in regard toour flag.  If they are disposed to reccive a flag,
and exchange of prisoners, a flag sent by a:neutral or unapmed’
vessel, would answerall the purposcs of the armed vessel of war,
and should the enemy be disposed to disregard the rules ofcivil.’
ized warfare, would we nof hazard too much to place in theie
hands_ the remnant of a navy, already too weak to defind our
coast i the Gulf, and only suflicient to protect our bays? From
all the information I have been enabled to obtain, I have every
reason lo believe that Mexico has a navy that would greatly
overpewer our ships of war, should they be sent as proposed,
The gobsequencé would be to give them the entire command of
the Gulf atid pormit the most insignificant armed vesscl, which

- e gkt send, not only to annoy our coast, but entirely to cut
off our trade on the ocean,—the consequences of which must be
manifestly ruinous.

But there is another objection to this part of (he resolution, \
which § think must have escaped congress, in their landable zeal
to liberate their countrymen.  The resolution directs that those
vessels shall be sent &c., to treat for the release of the crews
and passengers of the “Texian schooners, Independence and
Julius Cesar, From all the Infermation in pessession of the ex-
ccutive, the Julius Camsar is an American vesscl, sailing under
Uhnited States’ colors, and for all we know, such is the ration:1
and legal presumption, her crew, if not many of her passengers
are citizens of the United Statcs.  Would it not then be justly
considered & bold asssumption of power, by Mexico, as well ag
by the civilized world, for ns to undertake the recovery of pro-
perty, or persons, improperly captured under the flag of the
United States? It seems to me, with all deference to your hon-
orable body, that this branch of the resolution could not have
received the consideration due its importance.

Another serious objc'ctinn, which I entertain {o this resolus
tion, and one which I trust congress will gravely consider, ig
what I regard a dangerous infringement of Executive righltf.
The framers of the constitution taking for their guide the consti-
tation of the United States of the North, divided the govern-
ment into three dep:\rtmants,cxecutivn,lcgia‘lnli\'e,amll judicial.
Ta the legitlative was entristed the power of legislation,—and
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neither of the athers can legislate or pass any law, however ne-
cessary for the public good, or repeal one however obnox'mus:'

Docs it not then follow eyuully clear, that the legislative
has no power to dircct, by resolution or otherwise, Low a judge
shall decide alegal question, or construe a law in force? I‘f s0
the judiciary would be useless, and that hranch ol"'nur gov eni-
ment would soon be merged in the legislature. IS.I‘. nol equal-
ly clear, that the powers, entrusted by the Conau'tum.)n to n;)c,
are equally securcd? And among those powc:s, it will not be
denied, that those of commaiider of the army and navy are €x-
pressly conferred.

Then would it not be a great assumption of power, for the
legislative to take from the executive, who is charged wilh the
duty of executing the laws, a portion of the power vested in him
by "the "constitution, and vested in him for that purpsse, as it
would be for the president to direct the legislature what laws
they should pass? An assumplion of the Iatterkind, on the part
of the exceutive, I am_sure, would deserve but little counter
nance or favor from your honorable body.

Docsit not clearly appear that the three branches of gIOV-
ernment are sovereign within their splicre, and that neither has
‘a right to control any of the functions assigned to the other by
the constitution? M is a proper knowledge and obscrvance of
these powers, that has made the Uniled Stafes,so great, free,
prosperous, and happy. To the want of that knowledge and
Justregard of it, Mexico owes her depression, aud has always
been a prey to faction and internal commotian.

Let us be careful not to follow these abuses in the com-
mencement of our political course, that impelled us to so hazard-
ous, but nccessary a slep, of separaling ourselves from the gov-
erament of our adoption. Should we do soy—well might the
world say, the gallant have bled in vain, and the victors of Go-
liad, Conception, San Antonio and San Jacinto, would only serve
to show, that though we had the valor {o conquer, we had not
the wisdom and virtue to cnjoy rational civil liberty. .

The latter clanse of the rasolution takes from the executive
the power which is given him by the constitation, to command
the army and navy, inasmuch as he is instructed to vest the com-
mandant of said vesscls with discretionary powers,—or lo take
such steps to effect their object as, in their opinion, circamstan-
ces may justify, in the event of the refusal of the Mexican au-

thorities to comply with their propositions; because it may be
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that the exccative who is res i . i ‘
. trust't!’m COmmand'ants with ‘;iiggt"];ib;ﬁzurwou;‘vlv‘-wl be willing to

That he woald deem it proper as ‘co}y;ip fj". jn-chi
DYy 1o give s ot proper as commander-in-chicf of the

Y to give special instractions to guide the commandi i
cers in thair actions, in the cvent of a refusal fi mg'Oﬂl‘
authorition tosrions, in fusal from the Mexican
thel reat for the release of prisoners taken on bourd

"e Independence and Julias Ceesar.  On the ground of e
and the safety of sur fellow citizens who are n'agon 5, f paliey
Posed to sending a flag of truce in an armed €c=;cl or vessels fo
the Brazos Sant Jago. Iam satified thata ﬁn:g fr’o: ::ss_:ls, t:
vessel would not be reccived; and our force would not ‘b: .ma'
as to coerce any demand which might be made, isbehalf ofcu;“
risoners. No man on earth fecls more solicit’udc for their rl:
ttc;xse and restoration than myself{—but J mast confess, that if
¢ course suggested is pursued, 1 apprehend the most disastrous
consequences will result to thems 1 doseriously belicve that'the
W of our armed vessels, in their ports,~would so excite
nd-infame the populace; in Matamoros, that under the impulse
of ignorance and phrensy, they would massacre our fricndspnnd
most probably, every North American fnthe city. If this were
not the case, [ have no doubt that our friends would be sent to
the Interior of the country, immediately, or the rigor of their comr-
finement greatly increased.  1f a neutral vcselbwcre scut with
a flag, the authoriies would be compelled to respect it, and if
they would reccive a flag from Texas, it could be ascc}tuincd
without jeopardizing the safety of the individuals who bore it
or jeopardizing the only resources for the defence of our coast,
by placing our vessels in the power of a vaslly superior navui
force; for ] have been assued that the Urca bas been relgased
at Pensacola, 2nd to day I am advised that our naval comman-
ders, at Galveston, believe that she is cruising off that port.

1 have suggested these reflections and facts for the consid-
eration of your honorable body, in aspirit of frankness, kindness
and cordiality, in which I fecl confident that T shall be met by
both houses, and will conclude with the expression of my sin-
cere desire, that the difierent departments of our infaunt repub-
lic may act, withthat spirit of wisdom, patriolism, fortitude, char-
ity, and forbearance, which will ensure the perpetuity of our in-
if:cmt country, and the happiness and %rzf\;im'ilrfvoo(unborn mij-

ons. AM. USTON.
The message having been read,
On motion of Mr, Baker of Auslin, the message and the

resolution accompanying il were laid on the table.
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Mr. Baker of Austin, presented the petition of capt. John
H. Harry, praying for reliet: referred tothe committec on claims
and accounts. .

Mr. Allen of Milam, from the select committee {o whom
was referred a letter from the auditer of public accounts, repor-
ted 2 bill for the government of the auditor, which was read a
first time.

Mr. White sabmiticd the following joint l'esolutiqn:

Resolued, by the senate and housc of representatives of the
republic of Tcxas in congress assembléd, That so much of an
act, entitled an act, establishing fces of oftice, as relates to thli
perquisites of the attorney general, or district atlorneys, shnl_
he understood toinure to the use of ihe said attorneys, as perqur
sitos of office, instcad of to the usc of the republic of Texas.

‘Which was rcad a first time.

On motion of Mr. Branch, the engrossed bill supplementas
ry to an act, entitled an act establishing a general land officey
&c., was taken up, on its third reading, and on the xucstion,

“Shall the bill pass?”

The ayes and noes were ordered;

The who voted in the afirmative were, Messrss
Speaker, Allen of Milam, Allen of Nacegdoches, Arnold, Baker
of Austin, Baker of Matagorda, Billingsly , Branch, Brush, Che<
noweth, Cartwright, Hill, Hooper, Lewis, McKinney, West;
White, Wright,—18.

Those who voted in the negative were, Messrs. Boyd, Ganty
Geraghty, Holman, Rowe,—5.

So the bill pussed.

The title of the hilla—%An act supplementary to an acty
entitled an act cstublishing a gencral land office, for the repub-
of Texas.” . .

A message wasrencived from the semate, by Mr, Roberteony
secretary, announcing the passage, by that body, of a bill estab+
lishing a sccoud auditor’s office, and comptroller’s office.

ORDERS OF THID DAY,

On motion of Mr. Baker of Austin, the house took up the
unfinished business of yesterday, being the bill to raise a re<
veaue by establishing imposts. s

On motion of Mr. Branch the bill was amended, by striking
oul of the second section the words, “Cedar Lake Creek,” where
they first occur, and inserting, “San An‘onio River.”  And by
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Uriking out, at the end of the sa
, me seni :
gorda,” and inserting % Arapsaso,” m;ﬁ; m:;;:gg?d ‘?N;‘r‘;

Aransa_uo,‘the following,—commencing at the'mouth of {he San
A b;mo river and following the  coast of the Gulf” eastwend]y,”
the mouth of Cedar Lake, shall. compose oae callsctara) die.

drict, {0 be called the district of Matagorda.” =~ .
" On motion of Mr. Rowe the words “Ked River,” were
stricken out, from the latter part of the same section, and the
words “district of San Augustic,” inserted. - .
There béing no quorum present,a call of the Louse, was'
ordereq; the clerk proceeded to call the house, and a quorum,
Appearing, all farther proceedings on the call were suspended.
The reading of, the bill wasresumed. , I
On motioa of Mr. Branch, the word ¥ Red” was stricken,

ver.” P T P
O motion of Mr. Billingsley, the word “good” was,siricks.
cit-of the 4fh section, and.the, word Yuge? Inserted, 50 to
make itread %for the use of the repablic¥ .. .

On motion of Mr. Rowe, the words #Geld, Siver, or,” in
the latier part of the 9th section, were stricken out.

A message was received {rom the senate, by Mr. Robert-
son, secretary, announcing that the senate had passed the joint
resolution, from the house, concerning mail routes,—also that
the senate had concurred in the amendment made by the house,
to the amendment, made by the senate, to the joint resolution
concerning elections in the depopulated districts.

The house resumed the consideration of the revenue bill.

On motion of Mr. White the house reconsidered the vote
striking out the words, “Gold, Silver, or;” and the w‘urds, tor
properly audited drafts on the treasury of this republic,” were
inserted at the end of the same sentence.

On motiop of Mr. Baker of Austin, the 5lst. rule was sus-
pended, the bill asamended, ordered to a third reading and pass-

ed.
On metion of Mr Brash the house adjourned untill 3 o’clock,

| N8N
3 o’crLock.
The house met pursuant to adjournment. -
Mr. Hooper moved to take up the resolution fising the day
on which the teo houses will adjourn. The house refused to
e

out, and “River” inserted, in the paipe.of the “Sap; Aptonip Ky
MY
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“Mr, West submitted the following joint resolution;
Be it resolved, by the senatc and house of representatives
of the republic of Texas in congress assembled, That tbe_ coun+
ty of Jeflerson shalt have the following boundary,—to wit: |
® " Beginning at a point on the Gulf, from which place a line
running North will cross the road leading fiom Teviss’ to Liber-
?, at Wolf point; thence North to Big Sandy creek; thence
own $aid crcek to Neches; thence across the Ne_chcs east 10
the mouth of Big Cypress creek, on the Sabine river; thence
down said river to thq%q]_f; and thence west along said Gulf, fo
the place of beginning, i
“Spe. 2. And be it further resolved, &c., That the constis
tutional voters for members of congress be, and they are hergby
veyuired, at the general election in “September next, to decide
by ballot a place for the seat of justice for the county a(ore‘sald-ﬂ
On motion of Mr. Branch the joint resolution”was laid of
the table.
* M. Branch moved that the vote of this morning on the f-
nal passage of the revenue bill, be reconsidercd, but the house
refused to reconsider the vote.
... On motion of Mr. Gant, the bill prescribing the proof ne-
cet¥ary to-admit deeds &c. to record, wastaken up on its second
ing. -

Mr Gant moved the adoption of the following, as an add?
tional section. ’

“Sec, L. Be it further enacied, That the words actual
settler, in the first Jine of the 20th section of the act organizing
the inferior courts and defining the powers and jurisdiction of the
same,” shall be so construed by the courts of law as to meap an
actual occupant apd none elsé.

On which the ayes and noes being ordered;

Those who voted in the affirmative were, Messrs. Baker of
Austin, Billingsly, Brush, Chenoweth, Cartwright, Gant, Geragh-
ty, Hill, Hooper, McKinney, Roman, West,—1%.

’ hose who voted in the negative were Messrs. Speaker,
Alen of Milam, Arnold, Baker of Matagorda, Boyd, Branch,
Holman, Lewis, Rowe, White and Wright.—11, ’

8o the amendment was adopted.

-Gant moved. the adoption of an additional section, pro-
viding for the authentication of deeds &c., by the dispersed cit:
“38kns of the depopulated districts, while remaining so dispersed;
‘Whicl was rejected. . o

On motion of Mr. Branch a]] the fourth section after the €8

eting clause was stricken out,and the following inserted: #that
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all acts aud paris of acts, coming within the pyrvi i
be ar;& thﬁ al:)sc{ne are hereby repégaled. e & L “y'?{‘ﬂm'?#
. r. Boyd moved to strike out the enacting clause of
bill, which w{xs rejected. L § E cloase th’
On motion of Mr: Gant the bill, as aniehded, was ordered
.to be engrossed for a third reading to-morrow. DU
On motion’ of Mr. Baker of Matagorda the liouse took up
the bill for the incorporafion of the Caney Company, on its sg¢
¢ond reading. S ) o
On_motion of Mr. Branch the 55t rule was suspended and

on 2 third rcading, the bill was rejected. i .
. The house then took up the bill from ibe senate_establish-
ing the second apditor and comptroller’s office; which s rea
afirst times - kit i

Fhere being no qorum; & call of the bosse, was. onderéd;
otfy Hrenty members anawered, and the sergeant-afarms .was
sent in quest of absentees. A quortim appearing, further pro-
ceedings on the call were suspetided. )

* On motion of Mr. Rowe, the house took up the toncurrent
fesolution from the senate, fixing a day for the adjournment of
congress. ,

On motion of Mr. Baker of Matagorda, the blank in the
Fesolution was filled with the word “tenth.” .
Mr. Rowe moved fo strike out #two thirds,” andinsert “ma-
jerity,” which was rejected. . N
On motion of Mr. Hooper the housc then adjourned uniit

ten o’clock, to-morrow morning. I
‘ W. F. GRAY, Clk:

Fripay, Juse 2d, 1838,

The house met pursuant to adjournment,

Twenty three members present. . L

Mr. Gant presented the petition of sundry inhabitants of
ashington county, inregard to a division of that county, re-

ferred to the committce on county beundaries.
Mr. White presented the petition of Samuel Mullock, pray:

ing for bounty lands &c., referred to the committee on claity

and accounts. , P (
Mr. Roman from {he committee on mility affairs, to whom

was referred the petition of colonet Wm. P. Miller, made thé
following ) ! . oo
REPORT:

. There appears no official charge agajnst cpfonei,htﬁlfcf; of
trhich your committee has cognizance. He is held to baily un+
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der o penalty of one thousand dollars, to appear st the next
term of the circuit court at Brazoria, to answer a chargeofhav-
ing tuken fraudulently, from the auditors office, a bil] which he
bad inadvertently placed with his accounts in the hands of the
auditor. From the character of this bill no one could suppose
" that'any disposition existed, on the part of colone! Miller, to de-
fiaud the government. 'Theé releaso from bail asked for by the
petitioner is beyond the power of congress, and is a subject for
,the action of the judiciary alone.
-2 *Tlie removal of colonel Mil.er from office by the execntivey
without a trial, is an act for which many precedents can be fur-
“pished, bothin this republic and that of the United States, and
“ne doubt exists as to the authority of the executive to have dobe

- Theservices rendered by colonel Miller fo this countryare
“ktiown to your committec to have been of an important charac:
“tbtyand as there exists no evidence of hisinfidelity to our causes
_ we must place his friendship for the country beyond a doubt.
10 - "fer - comijttee would recomimend the passage of the fo

»

- ; Fd

A RICHARD ROMAN, Chairman, &
Resolved, by the senate and house of representatives of the §

republic of Texas in congress assembled, That the audjtorbe,

‘and is hereby, required to audit the accounts of colonel Wm

P. Miller, according to the established laws, ’
Which was read a first time.

Mr. Gant from the committee on naval affairs made the ol

lowing
. REPORT:

: Thl comrmitlee on naval affuirs, to whom was referred the
petition of F. T: Wells, praying that the pay of Pursers in the
navy be made the same as that of licutenants, have had the same

- wnder consideration, and also the accompanying bill to regulate
the pay of pursers in the navy, and are of opinion ‘that where
the gier centuge is but little, the trouble of the purser is corred
pondingly diminished, and do not see any neccssity for a change
in the law inregard to the pay of pursers; whercfore, they ask
to be dischaiged from the further consideration of the petition
and bill. ] ‘ W. W. GANT, Chairman-

On motion of Mr. Wharton the subject was re-commifted
to the committee on naval affuirs, with instructions to report
bill allowing pursers the seme pay as Jicutenants.

On motion of Mr. Hooper, Mr. Wharton was added to the
“#aval committee, o
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A message was reccived from thie senate, by Mr. Robertson,
the secretary, annsuncing the passage, by thesenate, of the bil:
from the house for the bonefit of free pcrsoas of colar.

Mr. Brush from the committec on’ bouadaries made the fol-
lowing . . P -
REPORT:

The select comnittee to whom was referred the report and
bill, as presented by the committee on county boundaries, have
had the same under consideralion, and instructed mec to make
the following report. “Your committee conceive the subject of
county boundaries one of sufficient importance (o require all the
consideration of 4 future ¢ongress. We believe that it would
be hasty legislation 4o pass the bill as reported by the: commits
teey in:the present depanged and broken up state of the'dountry,

nird beg Teava to: be dischizrged from.the further consideritionol

" the subjsct.” St R :
ELKANAH BRUSH.

On motion of Mr, Allen of Nacogdoches the' report war
laid on the table. :

Mr, White from the minority of the commiltee on county
boundaries submitted a counter report, recommending filling the
blank in the bill with the names of Golind, San Patricio, Gon-
zales and Bexar, and submitting a scheme of the boundaries of

said counties. : ]
On motion of Mr. Ailen of Nacogdoches, thisreport was al-

s0 laid on the table. )

Mr. Wharton from the select committec, to whom was re-
ferred the resolution for an enquiry into the expediency of car-
rying on an offensive war, made the following

REPORT:
. Mr. Speaker the undersigned, a portion of the joint commit-
tee to-whom was referred the resolution instructing them to in-
quire into the condition of our resources, and the pol‘icy of offen-
sive operations, have had the same underconsideration, and beg
Jeave to make the following report:

From all that your committee have been able to ascertain
with regard to the resourccs of the country, they are satisfied
that they are sufficiently ample to carry on an cxpedition against .
Mexico, and greater than they will be at any subscquent period
during this war. Your commities arc of opinion that it 13 evi-
deitly cur best policy to carry on offensive operations.

st. Because the Mexican nation will never acknowledge
our independente or cease hostilities so long ag the was is con-
Bned to thieside of the Kio Grande.

g
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. 9d. Because we will have to suppori a large standing army
so long as our encmy Kkeeps a large force on our western bor-
ders, and threaten us with invasion, This will necessarily in-

. crease our national debt to an enormous amount, and should the
war continuc for years Jonger, which is not atall impossible, should
we confine oursclves to defensive operutions,—?hc great nathn-‘
al debt which will thereby be created will, of itselfy prove ruin¢
ous to our hopes. A .

3d. Qur treops desire active service, our numbers will be
much increased by commencing active operations, the war will
be. brought Lo & speedy end, and no evil would grow out of it
that would not be Jikely to benefit us under other circumstancess
and our chances of ultimate suecess mueh increased.

We are further of opinion that the country is mere likely .
to euffer from the want of resources than of men. Every day
sces our resources diminishing, and our debt accumulating, and
less prospect of extricating ourselves: our expenses would riot be
increased by offensive operations, and for this rcason alone we
would recommend the mecasure. The troops that we have em-
ployedwillnot be eontent withan inactive eamp hifes; Give them
employment, and-they will be satisfied. Commence offensive’
operations, and they will be of greatservice to thecountry: re-
main inactive, and they may prove ruinous to the cause they have
espouscd. 1f there is no prospect of active operations, so soon
asthe term of service ofthe present troopséxpires, they willleave
the service and we will find it ihpossible to raise others: .

We consider it certain that if we donot invade the cnemy they
willinvade us; and that it is absolutely necessary to have a large
force under arms during the war. .

We are acquainted with the views of the executive on this
measure, and are confident that, if congress docs not take this
master in hand, the fate of Texas is irrevocably sealed. -Elect
officers, place in their hands the necessary amount of land scripy
and entrust the management of the whole expedition to their en-
tire control. WUHARTON,

. ROMAN,
BAKER of Matagorda.
‘The report and letter of generals Iluston and Johaston, were
laid on the table. .

On motion of Mr. Baker of Austin, the housc went into

secret sessiony and the doors were closed,

The doors being opened,
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A message was received from the senate by Mr. Robertsos,
the secrelary, compunicating a joint resolution passed by that
house, authorizing the president to employ an additional secrer
tary for an Indian department; which being rcad was found to
be informal.

Ordered,—That it be returned to the senate for correction,

Alsa,—The bili for consolidating and funding the public
debt with amendments,—which being read was found to be in-
formal,

Ordered,—That it be returncd to the senate for correction
or explanation,

Also,—The biHl to raise a revenuc by impost duties)| with
amendments; which being read, the amendments of the senate
were comeurred in, and the bill ordered to be cnrolled.

On motion of Mr. Hooper the vate of the house on yester.
day, rejecting the " bill iicorporating the Caney Company, was
recpusideted; and the bill again taken up og its third reading,

- #* Hfid upon the qucstion <o

“Shall the bill pass?™” . :

The ayes and noes were ordered;

Those who voted in the affirmative were, Messrs. Speaker,
Allen of Milam, Baker of Austin, Brush, Chenoweth, Cartwright,
Geraghty, Hill, Hooper, Holman, Lewis, McKinney, Roman,
‘West, Wharten, White,—~16.

Those who voted in the negative were, Messrs. Allen of Na-
cegdoches, Billingsly, Boyd, Branch, Gant, Wright,—8.

Mr. Baker of Matagorda; being onc of the petitioners for
the charter, and being directly interested in the matter was ex.

cuséd from voting. :

So the bill passed.

Mr. White submitted the following joint resolution,

Be it resolved by the senate and house of representatives
of the republic of Texas in congress assembled, That so much
of the 16th section of an act organizing justices courts, authori-
zing justices of the peacc to extend to defendants terms of stay
of execution, be so extended as to require them to extend ths
stay on all executions to the first day of February next, provi-
ded, the said defendant shall give the security in the penalty re-

quired in the said section of said act, |

Which being read a first time, :
Mr. White moved that the 5lst. rule be suspended, and the

joint resglution-réad a second time to-day, which was rejected.
The joint resolution from the senatc authorizing the prcsi,
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dent to appoint a secretury of an Indiun department, being ro-
turned from the sennte corrected, was taken np and read a first
time.

On motion of Mr. Baker of Austin, the 5lst rule was sus-
pended, and the resolution wasread a second time, and.
" On motion of Mr. White, it was postponed indefinitely.

The informalities in the bill for funding the public debt,
returned from the senate with an amendment, having been cor-
rected, the bill was taken np, and the amendment of the senate
wius concurred in.

On motion of Mr. Allen of Nacogdoches the house ad-
journed until 4 o’clock.

4 o'cLOCK, P, X.

The house met pursuant fo adjournment,

The Speaker informed the house that he had reccived 2
communication which required the consideration of the house in
secret session:

The gallery wasclcared, and the doors closed,and the house
went inio secret session. .

The. doprs being again opencd, on motion of Mr, Whar-
ton, fﬁehonéc&ﬂjmxme’f until to-marrow morning at 10 o’clock.

’ ’ " W.F.GRAY, Crk.”

Saturoav, Joxe 3d, 1837.
The house met pursuant to adjournment.
Trwenty-five meahers present, )

. The Speaker laid before the house a petition from Asa
Mitchell and others, of Velasco, praying theincorporation ofa
Joint Stock Company for the erection of » Hotel and Bath House
at Velasco, with Banking privileges, accompanied by a bill. .

. Also the pétition of Leman Kelcy and B. F. Gage, pray-
ing the incorporation of a similar institution at the city of Hous-
ton, accompanied by a bill.

On motion of Mr. Wharton both petitions were Jreferred
to a sclect committee.

The Speaker appointed Messrs, Wharton, Allen of Milam,
Baker of Austin and Gant, the committec.

Mr. Boyd from the committee on enrolled bills, reported

that the followiag acts and joint resolutions had been approved
hy the president, viz:
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1st. A joint resoluti izi i
+ A joint resolution authorizing the president i
3 commissioner to run the boundary ki 4 o Uhited
States o] thi repubine, ndary line between the Uf'nted
2d. A joiut resolution for the reliefof Ministers of the Gos-

pel.

tier, 3d. An act for the better protection of the Northern Fron-
g:}f: ﬁn_ act for the suppression of Gambling. ‘
- A joint resolution requesting the president to appoint
4B Agent to the court of Great Britaii. P il
h 6th. An act supplementary to the several acts, orgunizing
 several counties of the republic.

7th. An act for the relicf of John M. Allen.

. The following werc submitted forhis approval on the 21st.
altimo,—viz: -

.. lst. An act to authorize justices of county courts to nct a#
Judges of &rpbqﬁg in certain cases. S T
.. 2d."Rezolution in regard to the payment of district:judges.

3d. Joint resolution reguiating the meeting of congress.

4th. Joint resolution for the relicf of the honorable B. C.
Franklin.

5th. Joint resolution instructing the president to send the
vessels of war Brutus and in¥inciple to Matamoros.

The following was submitted on the 30th ultimo, viz:

Aa act for the relief of those who lost property during the
war.
The following was submitted on Ist June, viz:
1st. Joint resolution requiring the attorney general fo re-

port to the next session of congress.
2d, An act to incorporate the town of Nacogdoches and

other towns herein named. .
3d. Joint resolution relating to clections in the depopulated

districts.
. 4th. Joint resolution requiring the president to appoint o

secretary of legation to the embassy to England.
5th, An act for the relief of James Erwin and others,
‘R. A. IRION.

Chairman of joint committee on engolled bills.

June 2d., 1837,
A message was received from the senate, by Mr. Robertson,

the secrelary, announcing the passage by the scnate of the fol-
lowing bills, originating in that house, viz:
3
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A bill to ascertain the public domain and define the leca-
tion.

A joint resolution requiring - the auditor of public accounts
to audit the accounts of J. Bryant and 8. Francois.

Also, the following originating in the house, viz:

A joint resolution for the amendment of militia laws,

An act to incorporate the trustres of Independence Acade-
my and the university of San Augustine.

" "An act for the incorporation of the town of Liberty,

A bill concerning fees of Sheriffs, Constables, and Selici-
tors, with an amendment, -,

. Anact supplementary to an act cntitled an act establishing
@ gemeral Jand office, for the republic of Texas, with amend-
ments, .
... On motion of Mr. Allen of Nacogdoches, the house went
1dito secret session, and the deors were closed,

The doors being again opened on motien of Mr. Roman,
the honse adjourned until 8 o’clock.

v

- 8 o’cieck, . M.
 The mouse met pursuant to adjournment.

- On-wmotion of Mr. Baker of Austin the house ook up the
bill supplementary to the act establishing a general land office,
returned from the senate with amendments, The amendnients
of the senate having been read, Mr. Rowe stated that there
was an amendment which he was informed had been made by
the senate, in the 1th section of the bill, which went to strike
out August and insert October, and which was not reported in
the amendments of the senale,

Ordered.—That the bill be taken back by the tothe
< senate, for enquiry and correction.
A message was received from the sepaie by their secreta-
Iy, commnunicating a joint resolution authorizing the sheriffs ol
the different counties of this republic to rent or lease houses for
prisons, employ guards &ec.
Also, a joint resolution for all agents of government to give
bonds and security for the faithful performance of duty. )
* Mr. ArnolM presented a petition from sundry citizens of
Mustang Prairie relating to Indian depredations. On motion of
Mr. Baker of Austin,
Oa_fder_ed,—Thut the petition be referred to a select commit-
tee, with instructions t wait on the President, and communi-
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cate the same to him, ard report the resuli of the interview, te
the House on Monday nest, ) R

The chair appointed Messrs. Allen-of Nacogdaches; Billings:
ly, Baker of Matagorda; and Chenoweth, a committee for that
purposc.

The following message was received from the president; by
his private secretary, Mr. Richardson. . o

GENTLEMEN OF THE SENATE AND . ;
House or RERRESENTATIVES, ]

An act for the relief of these who lost property during the
war, has becr presented to me for approval, and received my
careful consideration, ) .

Howeyer mueh I am inclined to applaud the motives whiclt
led to the passage of the bill, contemplating as it does the relief
of persans who have: beensufferers i our present arduods strag-

1%‘; :am copstrained  under-the view.1 take of the sabject to
gee ine giving it my signatyrc. CoL )

Some of the losses and injuries it proposes to redress, name-
ly those inflicted by the enemy and the Indians, are of a char-
acter which lie as 1 think, wholely beyond the reach of legislas
tive relief. They scem rather to come under the denomination
of thosc incvitable evils of human destiny, which, like the visic
talions of Providence, have to be borne with paticnce and resig-
nation by these upon whom they are inflicteds

Many and various arc the calamities that fall upon men in
eivil socicty, such as ravages by flood, fire, pestilence, and the
like, which it would be-vain to expect government to alleviates
No one would say that it was possible for any human ageney,
wisdom or abitity, to muke good to the innumerable viclims of
misfortunc, which the world is daily presenting to us, the losses
and berkavements Lo which in he coursc of human affairs they
find themselves subjected. ) )

They arc left out of the care of government then, not be-
cause there is any want of sympathy. or humanity for their sfxf:
ferings, but because it is plain there is no public mede of admin<
tering Lo them the desired relief, withoa! contintally attacking
the established foundations of property, afid subjecting all that
is in the hands of those that have any thing at all, to new diviv
sions of those who have nothingy=-and this would immediately
Iead to a dissolution of society.

That injuries inflicted by by an encmy in time of war 8,
Jooked upoli in the ‘light of erdinary visitation of vaxdcnc‘-
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which laws cannot undertike to redress ig sufliciently clear frony
the fact that there is not an instance within my knowledge, in
the history of the world, when the government has interposed o
such occasions. In the oldest and wealthiest countriesit is con-
sidered impossible to do it; how much more so is it in a country
tiké ours, as yet in its infancy,and hardly able, (not havinga
dollar at command,) to bear up under the weight of personal ne-
cessities, to say nothing of eur responsibilities with respect to the
past or fiture? ]

Much more could be added on this subject, if time were al-
lowed for.a full discussion, this much I hope may may be suffi-
cient, at present, to induce yon to reconsider the bill, and in do-
ing 0 you will, perhaps, join me in the conclasion, that civil le-
gislation cannot gd hand in hand with sympathy and philanthro-
py. If bowever, it should be otherwise, a little delay can dono
injury te the interest intended to be served, as no actual money
is at present contemplated. In the mean while mare reflection
may be given to the subject, after which it will not be difficult
to carry such abill forward, if it should continue to be the wish
of the people.

R SAM. HOUSTON.

E‘xecut'n*e Degarlment, June 3, 1837.

The message being read, the bill for the relief of those whe
Jost property during the war, disapproved in the above message-
was laid on the table, and the further consideration thereof post-
poned until Monday. ’

Mr. Chenoweth moved that the vote luying the vetoed bill
on the table be reconsidered for the purpose of immediale ac-
tion, which was carricd, and on further consideration of the sub- -
Ject, Mr. Baker of Austin, rencwed his motion to Jay on the ta-
ble, which was carried, and the bill laid on the table until Mon-

May.
. Thebill sulpplementary to the act, entitled an act establish-
ing a general land office, &c., having been returned from the
senate, with (he omission corrected, the amendments of the sen-
ate were separatcly considered, and all concurred in, and the
bill ordered to be enrolled.

The bill concerning fees of sheriffs, constables, and solici-
tors, returned from the senate with an amendment, was taken
up, the aricndmeut of the senate concurred in, and the bill or-
dered to be enrolled.

The joint resolution from the senale, dicecting the anditor,
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to audit the accounts of John Bryant and Sebastian Fraricsiss
was taken up and read a first time. On motion of Mr. Rown,
the S5lst rule was suspended and the joint resolution read a se-
cond time,

On motion of Mr. Rowe the 51st rule was further suspen-
ded, 4nd the joint resolutio, read a third time and passed.

The bill from the senate to “ascertain the public domain
and define the location thereof,” was taken up and read the first
time.

Mr. Baker of Anstin, moved that the bill be rejected, which
was not carried; and the bill was ordercd to a second rcading.

On motion of Mr. White, the joint resolution saspending
executions was taken up and read a second time. Mr, Gant
moved that it be referred to the' committee on the judiciary,

which was ¥ejected. - ” - . .
4= ~Mr. Rowe askéd Jeave of absence for the remainder of the

session, and {he ‘guestiohi being put to the house, leave was re-
fuscd. -
On motion of Mr. Allen of Milam the house adjourned un-

til Monday morning at 9 o’clock.
W. F. GRAY, Clk.

Monvay, Juxe 5, 1837
The house met pursuant to adjournment.

Twenty-three members present.
Mr. Branch presenied the petition of B. R. Whitecomb,

and A. Bishop, praying remuncration for supplies, advarced. On
motion of Mr. Wharton they were referred to the committec on

claims and accounls, . )
Mr. Roman from the military committce made the follow-

"8 - REPORT: ~
The committee on military affairs bave had under consid-
eration that part of the president’s message which rc]'n‘tcs to the
and also the rcport of the secretary of war,  They have
at consideration to the subject which its imporiance..
. merits, and respectfully submit the following as thei‘r views,
Since the reorganization of ‘the sumy, ngdc in Deccmbpr,
last, every appearance of harmony and subordination has exis-
ted until within a few weeks past.  Astate of disciplinehas been
maintained, which could be surpassed by no troops of the same
From well -authenticated accounts however, we.

army,
given th.

experiences
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have no doubt that some dissatisfaction prevails at present with
« portion of the army. When we take into consideration the
peculiar circumslances under swhich the troops composing a por-
tion of the army were cngaged,and subsequent occurrences, the
cxistence of dissatisfaction cannot be a matter of surprise. The
prospect of active service was with the greater portion of the
men, the priacipal inducement which eperated in bringing them
to the country. Whilst a probability of invasion from the ene-
my existed, perfect contentment and subordination prevailed.

The distracted condition of the political atfairs of Mccice
at present precludes the probability of a mevement against Tes-
as soon. This eircumstance, together with the limited means of
government, for furnishing sufficient supplies to our present com-
Fm‘atively large force, induces the belief that furloughing, fora
imited time, the greater portion of the army who have been loo-
gest in the service, would be the best policy that could beadep-
ted. By this means the government would be relieved for the
present from the great burthen of furnishing provisions, which,
at this time, are purchased at high prices, and owing lo the de-
preciated state of our credit, can only by obtained at great sac-
rifices.  The soldiers would find profitable employment in the
country and would mutually contribute to supply the great de-
mand for the various kinds, ef labour which the flourishing con+
dition of the country demands,

To prevent any evil that might possibly result to the coun-
try, by turning upen it such a numher of men unprovided with
the common necessaries of life, the furloughing ought to be grad-
ual in its operations, The known hospitality of our citizens for-
bids the idea of an unfriendly reeption of the soldicrs, who bave
come to assist them in resisting their oppression. No important
difference exists in the character or habits of those men whocom>
prise the army, and the agricultural portion of the country. As
the Mcxwax'l government have denicd us our righis, and little
pro_slpects exist of the recognition of our independence by her
-antil compulsory measvres arc used.  Your committee are unan-
Imous in their opinion that no time should be lost for preparing
for that extremity. Possessing means of enforcing justice from
our enemies, policy requires that we should no longer rely upor
fortuitous crrcumstances to bring about so desirable an end. 08~
Iya short time will be necessary to obtain the requisite means
for offensive operations, o

The farlough sheuld be for a limited time, and the troeps
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li(«:ubjgcxbto ?If concentrated, prior {o the e;pimtioq of their fur.
€0, by the proclamation of the executive, a failure to obe
which, should sa bject the delinguent to be treated asa deser(;e,fy
and t'IC:a forfeiture of his claims_ on the government. ’
matt hcf pre'sent‘exposed condition of our northern frontier is a
e er of serious importance. The repc_a.ted murders that have
th en commitied by the Indians, on the citizens of that portion of
€ country, cannot, it is believed, be attributed to any omission’
of duty on’the part of the government, but are consequent on
our defective means of affording the necessary protection. Jt
is believed, that the exp-dition provided for by the passage of
the law of the present session of congress will, if carried into ef-
fect, tend greatly to the immediate relief of the frontier inhabi-
tants. The increase of the eorps of rangers also, s rccommen-
ded by the secretary of war, should not be omitted, The total
inefliciency of infratry, as'a protection against the incursiobs:of
Indians, emn be attested by all who are experienced in that mode
of wapfare. . Fo $fation them at the frontier posts, as a protec-
tion to the inbabitants, would have the effect of lulling them into
a false hope of security which might prove disastrous in the con-
- sequences. The increased difficulty also of supplying the troops
thas situated, with bread stuffs and other necessaries, constitutes
an important objection to the measure, and no possible benefit
could reasonably be anticipated from it.

Your committee would suggest the propriety of establish-
ing a National Armory at some suitable point as far as practica-
ble beyond the influence of the salt atmosphere.  As considera-
ble loss has already otcurred to the government for the want of .
such an establishment, it is rect ded both ag a of

safety and economy.
Itis also recommended that the system of rules and regu-

lations for the government of the army, prepared at the last ses-

sion of congress, be adopted. ) »
They were revised rom the United States system with great

care by the military committee, with the assistance of able offi-

cers, experienced in our service. .
Qur laws ut present require that. the United States’ army

regulations shall be observed by ours, so far as applicable to our
condition, thus, in contested points, leaving the military court

lone to decide what part is applicable.
one fo deside® y R,ICI'{"ARD ROMAN, Chairman.
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On motion of Mr. Chenoweth, the report was laid on the
table. : i

& Mr. Branch froin the committee on claims :'md account;
made the following report, on the petition of A. T. Buraly an
B. 8. Reud.

The commitice on claims and accounts to whom was re-
ferred the petition of A. T. Burnley and others, and Ben)aml;:c
8. Read, have examined the same, and instructed me to makd
the following

REPORT: .

As to the justice and merit of the above claims, your com-
mittee canuot for 2 moment entertain a doubt. Justice requires
of us to allow them. A part of the amount cla_lmed is for Pr}"
visions furiiished colonels Wiggington and Wilson, to enil_bhe
them to bring their men to Texas. The provisions were furnish-
ed thesc gentlemen on their simple receipt, because there was
no other more regular way in which it could be done, as thelt'c
was, at that {ime, no agent of Texas, in Kentucky, authorized to
borrow the necessary means upen the faith of the gove}'nment-
Under these circumstances your committee are of opinion that
the debt, though not uathenticated according to law, should un-
questionably be recognized, and if possible save from loss the
men, %ho generously farnished the means of transporting to this
suffering and invaded country. 'Those claims should be enti-
tled to the most favorable consideration of congress,in as much
as they werc furnizhed solcly upon faith in the integrity of Tex-
as.  The other portions of those claims were furnished upon the-
authority of general Chambers, for which he has given s scripy
and should in the opinion of your commiitee, unquestionably be
recognized. We therefore recommend the adoption of the fol+
lowing resolution. L

The resolution having been amcnded, on motion (’)[ Mr.
‘Wharton was reported as follows. ) i

Resolved by the Scnate and House of Representatives of
the republic of Texas,in Congress assembled, That the Auditor
of public accounts, be and he is hereby aulhorized ax_]d requil |
to audit the accounts of A. T. Buraley, and Benjamin 8. Read,
and allow their claims upon principles of justice, although their
vouchers may not be authenticated in strict legal form. .

Mr. Branch from the same committee made the following

- REPORT: P

"The committee of claims and accounts to whom was refer
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ted the petition of Herman, & co., and John Musry have exam-

ned the same and considering it a matier belonging exclusively
to the judiciary ask.to-be discharged from iis further considera.
tion. E. T. BRANCH, Chuirman,

Mr. Branch from the same commiitce, to whom was refer-
red the petition of Alexander Walsh, reported the following
Joint resolution. i . .

Resolved, by the senate and house of representatives of the
republic of T'exas.in- congress -assembled, That the auditor be
authorized to audit the claims of Alexander Walsh, alfowing
him =t the rate of $1,200, per annum, for the time he served as
clerk in the war department. '

Mr. Branch frem the same committee, to whom was refer-
red the petition of Samnel Mullock, made the following

i R B BLOIR Toe o ey B

Thie commitiee of; claims and accounts, to whom wae re-
Seredethe petilionof: Setucl. Mallock,. a-fife man of coler,
praying foe a-head.cightehave Budthesseunder ideration,
and deeming it impossible to take any:action en the petition ask
1o be discharged from its further consideration.

EDWARD ‘I'.. BRANCH, Chairman.

Mr. Branch, from the same committec to whom was refer-

red the petition of George W. Poe, made the following

REPORT:

The committee on claims and accounts, to whom was re-
ferred the petition of George W, Poe late paymaster, have ex-
amined the same, and recommend ihe passage of the following

tion. .
resah}l‘(:esg)ved.‘hy the Senate and House of Representatives of
the republic of Téxas, in Congress assembled, That the auditor

be authorized to settle the accounts of G. W. Poe, according to

isting laws:
P""S"“\;Vghich was read a first time. .

Mr. Branch from the same committee, to whom was refer-

red the petition of Milton Irish, made the following
REPORT:

The commitice on claims and accounts, lo whom was re-
ferred the petition of Milton Irish, have egamined the same, and
are of opinion that the laws amply pro_wde for the x~qllcl askcfi
for, and that no action of this congress is necessary of the peti-
tion. They therefore ask to be dlscl:layg(scl lrot?\ its fur?hcr con=
sideration. E. . ERANCH, Chuisman.

14
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Mr. Branch {rom the same committee, to whom was refers

ved the petition of White and Bradford, made the following
REPORT:

The committce on claims and accounts, to whom was refes-
red the petition of White and Bradford, have examined the same-
and being fully satisfied of the correctness of the same, have io-
structed me to offer the following resolution.

E. T. BRANCH, Chairman.

Resolved, by the senate and housc of representatives of the
republic of Texas in congress assembled, That the auditor be
authorized to , audit the accounts of Messrs. White and Brad-
ford,

The joint resolution was read a first time.

Mr. Branch from the same committee to whom was refer-
red the petition of John H., Harry made the following

' REPORT:

The commitfec on claims and accounts, to whom was re+
ferred the petition of John H. Harry, praying that interest may
be allowed him on his treasury drafts, as it was for cash ad-
vanced, have had the same under consideration, and deem it in-
exe%::ia'ut» to grant the prayer of the petitioner unless the same
heteatier was extendedto all those similarly ditiated,

S e B T BRANCH, Chatrman.

On motion of Mr. Baler of Austin the petition was refer-
red back to the committee of claims and accounts, with instruc-
tions to report a bill granting the prayer of the petitioner.

Mr. White from the commiltce on enrolled bills made the

fellowing
REPORT:

The following acts and resolutions have becn approved by
the president.

Ist. “An aet to incorporate the trustces of Washington
College.”

2d. “Joint resolution requiring the Attorney General to re-
port next session of congress.”

3d. “Joint resolution relating to elections for depopulated
districts.” :

4th. “An actto incorporate the town of Nacogdoches, and
other towns therein named.”

5th. “Joint resolution requiring the president to appoint &
zecretary of legation to the Embassy to England.”

6th. «“Joint rezolution regpecting mail routes.”
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Tth, “An act for the relief of Jamés Erwin and otherk.” -

8th, “An act to legalize certhin matripges, to J;mvide fo?
the celebration of marriages, and for other purposes,

Mr. Branch from the select committee, to which was refer-
red the president’s message of the  16th ultimo, réspecting the
loans negotiated in New %rleans, in January 1836,by the Tex:
ian commissioners, made the following

REPORT: C e

.The select committee to whom was referred the message of

the president in regard to the loans negotiated in New Orleans;
by our commissioner, beg leave to report,

That the committee have earnestly endeavored to make a
satisfactory adjustment of the loan.of $20,000, but have failed.

The agent of thedesders claits, tnder the medificd contract
wards-of one Hitdrad thousand acres of Jand, séx bolius for
W itibient 0P tielt plivileges tnder éﬁ&sﬁgiﬁal cohtract.

& ?«me*mﬁf@&w& k1t Was ‘fiot-the intention of
the cabinet to allow them that amount as a bonus, and therefore
cannot accede to the demand of the agent, in consequence of
which they ask to be discharged. )

E. T. BRANCH, Chairman.

The committee was accordingly discharged from the fur-
ther consideration of the subject.

‘Mr. Branch moved the disposition of the following résolu-

tion,
Resolved, That 'this. hotse” will not-adjourn untill the offi-

cers contemplated in the land bill are appointed.

‘Which was rejected, T

Resolved, by the Senate and House of Representatives of
the Repblic Texasin Congress assembled, That the secretary of
state be authorized to have published, at the expense of this gov-
crnment, five hundred copies of the journals of both houses of
congress, and two thousand copies of the colonization laws of
the general congress of Mexito, and of the sta‘te ‘of Coahuila
and Texas; of the acts and decrfzes and resolutions of the con-
sultation of 1835, and of the ordinances and decrees of the pro-
visional council of 1835 and 1836, of the cotivention of Marclt}
1836, and the acts and joint resolutions of this congress;—an
that he farnish eich member of this congress the several judges,
justices; clerks-and sheriffs of this republic with 4 copy of eachy
: ROWE.

Which being read a first time,
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On motion of Mr. White, the 51si rule was suspended, and
the resolution put on its second reading.

M;s. Gant moved %o strike out all except the “‘acts, resolu-
tions, and journals, of this congreess.”"—which was rejected, and
the 51st rule being further suspended, the resolution was read a
third time and passed.

On motion of Mr. Allen of Milam the house proceeded to
the election of an enrolling clerk.

The Speaker presented to the house the name of John Mc-
Creary; and there being no opposition, Mr. Creary was declared
duly elected, and was sworn 1nto office by the Speaker. .

. 1The Speaker laid before the house a letler from the audi-
tor, which, on ‘motion of Mr. Baker of Austin, was referred to
the committee on the state of the republic.

On motion of Mr, Rowe the house took up the message of
the president, received on the 4th inst assigning his reasons a-
gainst the act for the relief of those who have lost property du-
ring the war. )

On motion of Mr, Hooper it was .
Oridéred.~—That the bill be todr reconsidered and put on ils
Pt mud on-this guesiion the aycs and noes were order-

o

Mr. Gant asked to” be“ekcused frbm voting, believing it (o
be out of order to take ihe vote now.

The Speaker said he could not he excused.

The house had ordcred the vote to be taken, and there.
would not be a quorum without him.

He appealed to the house, and the decision of the chair
was sustained.

Mr. Chenoweth also asked {o be excused from voting, which
was not granted. )

" The question was then put,—¢Shall the bill pass notwith-
standing the president’s objections?”

Those who voted in the aftirmative were, Messrs. Speaker
Baker of Austin, Baker of Matagorda Billingsly, Brush, Basle-
son, Cartwright, Hill, White,—0. .

hose who voted in the negative were, Mcsars. Alles of Mi:
lam, Allen. of Nacogdoches, Boyd, Branch, Chenoweth, Gants
(Mr. Gant refusing to respond, his vote was erifered int the neg
ative, by order of the Speaker,) Hooper, Lolman, Lewis, Mc-
Kinney, Rowe, West, Wright,—13.

So the bill did not pass.
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M. Gand tiled the following by way of prolest against buing
<ompelled to vote, o

1 do not vote for the passage of the bill; becadse I believe
Lthe proceedings to be unconstitutional, since the return of the

veto, §
. W. W. GANT.

Mr. Chenaweth filed the following protest against being
compelled {o vote. o

I object torecording my vote on the passage of this bill.
First, because I believe the decision of the chair is wrong as to
the stage of the bill, And secondly, that voting on the bill
would be sunctioning what I conccive would be a direct viola-
tion of the fellowing words of the 20th and 27ih sections of the
constitution, which are in the follawing wordss that “all bills djs-
approved by thie president; shall again f‘}‘e %xgss‘cd is prescithed

Howss

in 206 seqtion,” o) shiall be read
. ﬂﬁf&gﬁéﬁ da y %h, use, ubjéigin chses of emor:
mbers of the ‘house, where thic bil)

gency, two thirds of the
originated, shall deem it expedient to suspend the rule.”

The Speaker called Mr. Baker of Austin to the chair.

Mr. Archer moved that the housc take up the bill incorpo-
rating the Internal Improvement and Banking Company, which
was not agreed to, ) .
- Of miotion of Mr. Rowe. the house {ook up the bill to raise
a public revenue by direct taxation. The bill being on ils sc-
cond reading, on motion of Mr, Branch the house rcsolved itself
iute committee of the wholg on the bill, My, Branchin the chair,
and after somé time spent thercin, the committee of the whole
arose, reported the bill with amcndments, and werg discharged
from its further consideration. )

“On motion of Mr. Baker of Austin the house adjourned

until 4 o’elock.

- : 4 0'CLOCK, P. M.
The house met pursuant to adjournment. o
Mr. Allen of Milam in the chair, owing to the indisposi-.
fon (gn&::o?igsag; 3,1,_ Rowe the house resumed the considera-
tion of the bill to raise a public revehue by direct tuxation.
Mr. Rowe moved-the indefinite posiponement of the bill:
On which question the ayes apd nocs were ordered;
Mr. McKinney. asked to be excused from voting on the
question,—which was refused by the lousc. -
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The question was then tnken on the indefinite pestpone-
ment of the bill.

Those who voted in the affirmative were, M'cssrs. B'S\_ker of
Matagorda, Boyd, Hill, Hooper, Holman, Lewis, Mcl\mpcy,
Rowe,Wright.—9.

Those who voted it the negative were Mesars, Speaker,
Allen of Milam, Allen of Nacogdoches, Arnold, Billingsly,
Branch, Chenoweth, Cartwright, Gant, Geraghty, Roman,
West,—13. .

So the bill was indefinitely postponed.

“On motion of Mr. Branch the section providing for the ap-
Spriafien-of collectors was stricken out.

“On motion of Mr.‘Gant the words “valued inventory,” was
stricken out, so as to muke the assessors, instead of the citizens,
value the property. .

Mr. Branch'then moved that the bill' be indefinitely post-
poned:—but before the question was taken,

. ©On motion of Mr. Chenoweth the housc agreed to recol
sider the vote just taken. - )
P uestion then recrreiig on strikibg ot the word “val

g

#-aitd Hoes were ordered o

o WhG seked i the allirfalive were; Bessias Baker of
Matagorda, Brush, BurnWam, Gant, Geraghty, Hill, Holmasn,
Y.ewis, Rowe, White, Wright,—11.

Those who voied in the negative were, Messrs, Speaken
Allen of Milam, Allen of Nucogdoches, Arnold, Billingsly, Boyd,
%ianch, Ighcnowcth, Cartwright, Hooper, McKinney, Roman,

est,—13.

i ”So the house determined not o strike out the word “val-
ucd.

-On motion of Mr. Rowe the house struck out that part ma-
king theflaw applicable only to persons who had arrived in the
couniry, on or previous to the Ist of March last.

On motion of Mr. Branch, “thirty dollars,” the tax on
‘Taverns, were stricken out, and o

" On motion of Mr. Geraghty “onc hundred dollars,” were
inserted. .

~ On motion of Mr. Branch a tax of onc dollar per head.
was laid on cattie and horses, in ihis country, belonging to for-
cighers. ] )

. A message was reccived from the scnate, by the segretarf:
with a resolution passed in srcrel session,
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. Mr, Boyd moved an ameadment (o the revenue bill, lay.
ing a poll tax of one dollar per head on all free white‘r;:;tj‘;;:{-
sons, over twenty-one yeirs of age, and-under fifty five years.
Mr. Brush moved to confine the tax to unmarried mep, which
was rejected. ¢ '

On motion of Mr. Gant & tax of one and one half per cent,
on that amount of capital paid in, was laid on all corporations
with banking privileges, =

On motion ef Mr. Rowe the the 51st rule was suspended,
and the bill was read a third time, and h

The question being “shall the bill pass?” ‘

The ayes and noes were ordered;

_ Those who voted-in the affirmative, were Messrs. Allen of
Milam, Allen of Naqog‘goc}i, , Billingsly, Branch, Chenoweth;

Cartwright, Geraghty, Romans West,~-10. R

- Thiooe who'voted in the negative, were Messrs, Arnold, Ba-
ker'of Matagordt, Boyd, Bony a%?, :t‘}a’%,; ooper, Hol-
wan, Lewis; McKinney, Rowe, White, ty—13.

o the bill was rejected.
A message was received from the senate, by the secretary,

with a bill which had passed that body, authorizing the secreta-
ry of the treasury to appoint surveyors &c, and

A resolution authorizing the attorney gencral to purchase
ceréain books for the use of the government.

On motion of Mr. Archer the house went into secret scs-
sion on the private resolution received from the senatc, and the
doars were closed. ’ :

When the doors were again opened, a message was received
from the senate, by the secretery, with a resolution suthorizing
the president to leave the seat of government for thirty days, to
organize and set or foot-the corps of mounted gunmen.

Mi. Hooper moved that the house adjourn until to-morrow
smorning at ten o'clock , which was rejected: and

Qa motion of Mr. Brush the house adjourned antil 8 o'clock

this evening. '

8 o’crock, P. M.
A gnorum not meeting, the members present adjourned ua-
£l to-morrow morning af 18 o'clock.
Roming # " W. F. GRAY, Uk
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Teuspay, Juse G, 1837,

The house mel pursuant to adjournment.

Twenty-two members being present.

Mr. Branch from the committee on claims and accounts, to
which had been referred the petition of John II. Harry, with
instructions, reported the following joint resolution.

Resolved by the senate and house of representativesof the
republic of Texas in Congress assembled, That the auditor be,
and he ig hereby authorized and required, to take up the drafts
issued on the treasury, in favor of John H, Harry,and issue new
ones drawing interest, at the rate of 'ten per centum, from the
first of September last, .

‘Which being read, on motion of Mr. Baker of Austin the
51st rule was suspended, and the resolution read a second time.

Mr. Boyd offercd an amendment, extending the benefit of
thg resolution to all persons similarly situated; which was rejec-

ed. .

On motion of Mr. Baker of Austin the 51st rule was farth-
er suspended, the joint resolution read a third time, and passed.

Me.-Wharton from theselect committee to whomhad been

; vpetition of Lomen Kélcyand B. F. Cage; and oth-
ers, for-e: ineovparation of Hotels, Baths, Banks, &c., repaer-
ted a bill in conformity with the prayer of the petitioners.

The first reading was dispensed with, nnd the bill put onits
second reading.

On motion of Mr. Billingly the reading was stopped,and
the bill postponed indefinitely.

Mzr. Gant submitied a joint resolution defining the powers
of commissioners of roads and revenue. :

Ou motion of Mr. Billingsly the 51st rule was suspended,
and the joint resolution read a second Lime.

. Mr. Baker of Austin moved an amendment, requiring the
clxchJustxccs, sheriffs, and clarks of district and county courls,
lo rzside at the county seat; which was rejected.

On motion of Mr. Branch the 51st rule was further suspen-
ded, the joint resolulion read a third time, and passed.

Mr.. White from the committec on cnrolled bills returned
to the house-the bill for funding the public debt, which had
passed bggh houses, with two blanks unfilled, viz:

The salaries of the second auditor and the comptrolier-
_ Onmotion of Mr. Branch the first blank was filled, by fix-
ing the salury of the second auditor at 1,500, And
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On motion of Mr. White the second blank was fi b
fixing the salary of the comptroller at | pa filled, by
bill was sent to {he senate. ¥ - ﬂ» the game .BIIIB,_.L_fi’n‘d, the

. On motion of Mr. Branch the bill for the povernment of the
auditor, was taken up upon its second resding, the 5lst rule
Was suspended, and the bill read a third time, and passed. . .

Mr. Wharton, by leave, iatroduced a bill copcerning ‘aliéiis
hD]dng lands in 'lt:eﬁas; which ;vas read,and ~ - }

) n motion of Mr. Billingsly the 5Ist rule was suspe
and the bill read a second ﬁn:gé,ywhen d vnd‘d

On motion of Mr. White the bill was rejected. . 7

On motion of Mr. Roman the bill concerning military
bounties, head rights, &c., was taken up, on its second reading:

On motion 'of Mr. Gant it was referred to a select commit-
tee, with instructions to réport to-morrow morning.  The Speak.
Gapt, Branch and Burnhamy, the commit

the gecrbtary,

- - mesiage was received. fromh by the
announcing the pastage by the sen a Bill concerning ad
miralty courts. Also, .

A joint resolution requiring agents of government to give

bond: and
A joint resolution authorizing sheriffs to rent houses for pri-

sons, employ guards &c. -
On motion .of Mr. -White the Joint resolution respecting

fees of attorneys, was taken up, on its second reading,
Oun motion of Mr. White the-51st rule was suspended, the
joint resolution read a third time, and passed. -
The Speaker called Mr. Billingsly to the chair. . =~ = -
Mr. White moved that the house take up the bill fo estab-
lish county boundaries, which was refused by the house, '
The joint resolution from the senate, “requiring all agents
of government to give bond and security for the faithful per;,
formanee of their duties,” was taken up and read. On molion
of Mr. White the rule was farther suspended, the joint resolu-

tion read a third time, and passed. - .. .
The joint resolution from the senate authorizing sheriffs to,

rent houses for prisons, employ guards, &c., was taken up and,

read. .
Or motion of Mr. Branch, the 51st rule was suspended and,
the joint resolation read a second time: the rule was further sus-
pended, and the joint resolution read « third time, and passed. ™
15



114

Fhe bill from the senate concerning admiralty courts, was
taken up and read.
On motiog of Mr. Branch the 51st rule was suspended,and
the hil} read a second time.
* - On motion of Mr. Archer, the rule was further suspended,
the bill read a ihird time, and passed.
-~ 0d motion of Mr. Arnold it was
. Reselved, That the bill establishing the ceunty of Houston,
witly ‘the accompanying petition, réferred to the committee on
county boundaries, be withdrawn from that committee, and re-

ferred to a spectal committee of three, with instructions to re-

T = “Shenlier ;;ipgointed Mesers. Arnol, Wharton and
Whitie, the tommittee, and on motion, Mr. Gant was added to
i

" "fhe petition for the establishment of the county of Fort
Bend, the t,_quetit';ons from Washington, respecting that coan-
§3, and the bill defining county boundaries, were severally; o0
Boljon, réferréd 1o the same commitiee. .
.. The house then took up the bill from the senate, authori-
7in theﬁcretanf{ t&g} tredsury to appoint surveyors &c, res-
; veston, : N <

7 The Dt il wew Waspended and the bill pit- sporits se-
gond reading, =~ *g o P )

On motion of Mr. Gant it was laid on the table.

A message was received from the senate, by the secrelarys
anmouncing that the senate had stricken from'the bill for the
government of the auditor all but the enacting clause, and that
the senate had concurred with the house in filling the blanks in
the bill for funding the public debt.

_ Thejoint resolution from the senate, authorizing the attor-
ney genetal to procure certain books for the use of the govers-
ment, way taken up and read a first time,

* On motion of Mr. White the 51st rule was suspended; the
tesolution read a d and third time, and adopted.

. .4 message was received from the senate annoyncing the

g;_)nct\!,t_rence of that body in the jéint resolution respecting fees
a A I

On mation of Mr. Baker of Austin the house adjourned un-

tit 4 o’clock €hix aftersoon, S S -
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. ‘ : 4 Serock, B W 1!

The house met pursuant to adjournment.. .7, - :

Twenty-two members present, -+ . . .- .. - .

Mr. Geraghty submitted the following. protest, &b the gt
supplementary to an acty entitled “an act estab)i 8- gonaly
al land office, in the republic of Texas,” passed 92id Determber;
1836, which he desired fo have entered onthe journal,
My, Speaker and gendlemen of the house of repreventabingss=~ < i .

1 deem it my duty as well to myself; asto my setise b€ fghe
al obligation resulting froin my solema eath. to entet what |
deem a constitutional protest against cerfain enactments of the
supplemientary act to the land bill, On the sulemn faith of twd
of its co-ordinate branches, our government constitutinally
passed a land bill, during last session, witl allthe wﬂvgxw
tance:ofa. Yow, decharing.vot.only Ahut. the Jesd dilices should

go B full operation, the first.day of Jpakilsiybut ste ivthes
pledged eurselves-{u.ogr. m af pited States; whose

sympathies sustained us during the iost petilous state of otr ex:
st as an independent republic; that from:-and after the fiest |
day of January, emigration should be encouraged by the dona-
tion of twelve hundred and eighty cres of land to martied per:
sons, and six hundred and foity deres to unmarried jrereons:

' Bearcely had cur deliberations and maturé opinitns, thus
sustained by Jaw, reached the United States; inducing numerous
families to abandon their peageful homes, in strict reliante on our’
plighted faith, to participate with us in the future straggles of
our couniry, when .on eir landing, we meet them with .our
supplementary act, and generously inform them that the solemu,
declaration of our legislators was so-trivial iu 6ur estimationy:
that we thought praper to change our opinions; and would now
give them nothing. That we since. found out what we were
then.ignarant.of; namely, that we had not sufficient territorytd -
jastify our liberality, altho’ we did not hesitate to declare that -
our public domiain could pot be settled in forty years, after thes!
liquidation of all our goverameiit claims: And ‘we fiow, in imis
tation of the apestate Santa Anne, who called forth the execraw
tions of the world by daring to trampleon a constitution whiehe
he himself liad ratified; do the same; and cven under circum?
stannces less jilstifiable, inasmuch as-we ungratefully deceive ont’
kindest friends, and refurn them confumely and contempt fors
their sympathies and assistance; while we impose ori ourseives:
the marks of censure, for our levity and bad faith. 3

This protest 1 claim, as a constitutional right, to' be fecors;
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ded on the journals of this house, that I, at least, may be ex-
empted from the criminality of participating in what 1 unhesi-
tatingly pronounce violated faith, and unpardonable levity; hav-
ing no interest desirable from the motives that have saggested

the supplementary act.
PR 7 : JOHN GERAGHTY.

On motion of Mr. Billingsly the joint resolution from the
senate authorizing the president to leave the scat of government
for thirly days, fo organize and sct on foot the corps of mounted
gunmen, was taken up, and

On motion of Mr. Billingsly the 5lst rule was suspended,
and the joint resolution read a & time. .

- Mhe rule was further suspended, the joint reselution read a
third time, and passed.

The following message was received {rom the president,
by Mr. Richardson, his private seeretary.

. B Execwiive Department, }

- City of Houston, June 6th, 1837,

GeNTLEMEN oF THE SENATE AND
.- i, ¥eusg oF REPHESENTATIVES. )

-2 ¥-onebt foibear calling to your attention the condition of
the subsistente and quirmtermaster’s department of thié povetti-
ment.  The inclosed document will exhibit the amount of lia-
bilitics that must be immediately met, or the credit of the gov-
erament will be entirely destroyed. .

1 would have laid the subject hefore your honorable body,
at an earlier day, had it been in my power to have acquired the
information desirable. Without the interposition of congress
the situation of the country must be truly deplorable.

The government was unable, upon its own credit, to ob-
tain the supplies absolutely necessary to the emergencies of the
army. The exécutive has becn compelled to give his individu-
al obligation for supplics for the army, cndorsed by some of the
honerable members of your body. ~ This was done at a time
when a part of the army was in an actual statc of mutiny, from
want of every kind of provisions. Galveston Island would have
been deserted had not this course been pursucd.

Since the commencement of the constitutional government,
no public officer has received any salary. Their personal €x-
penses are great, from the fact of their having to paywn exorbi-
tant price for board. Theirindividual means are guite exhaus-
ted. They hava tendered me resignations from time to time,
induced by their actnal necessities, intending to porsue some o*h-
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er course that they might obtain thie meansof subsistesice. - The
Executive, since he has come into oftice, has roccived info the
treasury, and disbursed, oaly five hundred dollars for provisions
of the troops. Under these circumstances, your honorable bo-
dy must be aware of the absolute necessity of some Provisions
being made to sustain the country; and the aid which it is in
your power to give, iz most sincerely and earnestly invoked,
: ) SAM. HOUSTON.

On motion of Mr. Branch the message and reports from the
quarter master general and commissary general of subsistance
which accompanied it, were referred to the committee of ways

and means. o }
Ol motio of Mr. Billingsly the bill authoriziag the secre-

tary of; u?anry ary to catise the Island of Galvestoi to bdsur-
ve]amﬁ: Tot certaly pursoses was taken up, .

On pol;fn of Mr. “bilt was s0 amended asto in-
clude all the Islands of

e Fep lgimthe rovisions for the sale
of Galveston, at the discretion of ‘the secvetary dfHie treasury.

On motien of Mr. Billingsly the 515t rule was suspénded,
the bill as amended read a third time and passed.

The joint resolution, suspending executions, was taken up
onits second reading. Mr. White submitted a substitute, which
was adopted.

Ox motion of Mr."Allen of Nacogdaches, it was referred
to the committee on the judicidry, with instructions to rcport to-

morrow morning. )
A message was reccived from the senate, by the secretary,
anneuncing the concurrence of the senate in the bill for the
survey and sale of Galveston Island, &cc., &c. : .
The bill for the government of the auditor, returned from
ihe te with an d t, was then taken up and con§n'-
ered. The amendment was to strike out all aftgr the enacting
clausc. On motion of Mr. Branch the house disagreed to the
amendment of the senate. . )
The engrossed bill prescribing the proof necessary to admit

deeds &c., to record was taken up, read a third time, and pass-

ed.
A message was received from the serate, by the secretary,
communicating a joint resolution fixing the boundarics of the

county of Jefferson. . ] B
1 motion of Mr. Branch, the joint resolution anthorizing

the president fo send an agent to the United States, to setile
with the agents for the sale of land scrip &c., was taken up-
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Onmotion of Mr. Allen of Nacogdoches, the said resolu:
{ion was laid on the table; and .
On motjon of the same the house went into sccret sessiony
on the state of the republic. . A
The doors being open, Mr. White moved a reconsiderationt
of thg vote rejecting the bill for the benefit of persons in the
United States, owning lands in Texas before the adoption of the
constitution.. The motion was carried and the bill referred to
the ittee on the judiciary. .
On motionof Mr. Geraghty, the vote rejecting the hill to
raise. a revenue by direct taxation was reconsidcred, and the bill
again put upon its third reading. .
"On motion of Mr. Baker of Matagorda the house adjourn-
ed ‘until to-morrow- morning at 10 o’clock.
© W.F. GRAY, Clk
L ‘Wepxzspay, Juns 7th, 1837.
. . Xhe house met pursuant to adjournment.
-+ Twenty-two members present.

" A'message was received from ihe senate, "fxy the secretarys
aunmincing ihe passage of a bill authorizing ’hnbert Wilsen to
possess the sand keys; fofming Red Fish Bar in Galveston” Bay

Mr. Wharton presented a report from General Thomas
Jetferson Chambers, accompanicd by sundry documents,”

On motion of Mr, Wharton thereport and documents were
referred to a select committee. .

The speaker appoiuted Messrs Wharton, Roman and Bil-
lingsly, the committee. '

Mr. Roman from the commitiee on military affairs, to whont
was referred a letter of R. M. Coleman, made the following

REPORT:

The commitice on military affairs to whom was. referred
the pelition of R. M. Coleman have had the same under con-
sideration, submit the following report and ask to be discharged
from the further consideration of the subject.

Your committee are of opinion that congress is not the pro-
per tribunal todecide upon the innocence or guilt of the petitien-
cr.

His complaint against the exccutive, of being illegally con-
fined by his orders, and denied a trial, appears to your commit:
tee to be true, and that no circumstances would have justsﬁed
the detention of the petitioner in confinement, without a triak,
i il was m the power of government {o have rendered him jus-
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tice in the manner prescribed by the laws.  Any decis; -
ever, by congress on this subject{cxccpt in case gfimpe:flirizxt
of the president, would. be an ¢ parie peoceeding, andan as-
sumptiyn of power on the part of the legislative, branch of this
goverument,

_ Under article 188 of the United States’ army rules and reg-
ulations, the petitioncr can have: redress for any supposed jnju-
ry byo a superior officer. .

n motion of Mr. Baker of Austin, the report was lai
the table ' Mr. , t p‘ as laid on
Mr. Allen of Nacogdoches, from the committee of -ways
and means, reported “a bill to authorize the issuing of promis.
sory notes of the governmént.” .
On motion of Mr. Baker, the 51t role was suspended and
the resolution :reada second time, - - R
- Onmbtiohi oF the same.the bill was smended by adding, afe
terthomond # 7 thie; words “and munitions of wur.”
HiioiME Gaut’ offered:a substitute for 4M¢ sixth séction, which
was rejected, RNt Dty

Mr.~Hooper’ moved that: the minimum price of land b¢ .
fixed at one dollar per acre; which was rejected,

Mr. Geraghty moved that it be seventy-five cents, which

wag also rejected. .
n motien of Mr. Baker of Austin, the mimimum price was

fixed at fifty. cetits.
Mr. Geraghty moved an. amendment, providing that the
scrip should not be located. within thirty miles of the sea cost,

which was rejected. ]
On motion of Mr, Allen of Nacogdoches the 5lst rule was

further suspended, and on the question,

“Shall the bill pass?”
The ayes and noes were ordered.
Those who voted in the affirmative were; Messrs. Speaker,
Allen of Milam, Allan of Nacogdoches, Arnold, Baker of Aus-
tin, Baker of Matagorda, Billingsly, Boyd, Brush, Chenowcth,
" Cartwright, Hill, Hooper, Lewie, McKiuney, Roman, West,

Wharton, White,—19,
Those who voted in the negative were Messrs. Branch,

Burpham, Gant, Geraghty, Holman, Wright,—G.

8o the bill was passed.
Mz, Gant from the committee on naval affairs, to whom

was re-committed the petition of F. T. Wells, rcported a bilt
regulating the pay of pursers in the navy, which was read a

first time,
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On motion of My, Wharton the 5ist rale was suspended,
and the bill read a second time.

M motion of Mr. Geraghty the rule was further suspen-
ded, and the bill read a third time and passed.

-~ Mr. White from tke committee on cprolled bills reported,
that the following acts had reccived the approbation of the
president and had become laws, viz: .

“An act authorizing the consolidation and funding of the
public debt,” "

“A joint resolution for the relicf of free persons of ¢olour.

“A-secret resolution.”

A joint resolution requiring the auditor to audit the ac-
counts of J. Bryant and 8. Francois.”

Mr. Allen of Milam from the committee on the state of
the republic, to which had been referred the letter of the ag-
ditor of public accounts, reported a joint resolution for the rc-
lief of J. W, Moody, auditor, which being read, on motion of
Mr. Allen of Milam'the 51st rule was suspended, and the joint
reselution read a second time. .

- On motion of Mr. Branch the rule was further suspended,
the joint resolution read a third time and passed. ’

<:Mr. Arnold; from the select committee to-which thesubject
had been referred, reported a bill establishing the county of
Houston, which being read,.en. motion of Mr. Arnold the 5Lst
rale was suspended and the bill read a second time.

Mr. Gant offered an amendment in relation to the county
of Washington, which was rejected.

The rule was then farther suspended, the bill read a third
time and passed.

On motion of Mr. Baker of Austin the joint resolution from
Lhe senate, defining the boundaries of Jefferson county, was ta-
ken up and read a first time; and on motion of the same, the
Slst rule was suspended, the joint resolution read a second and
third time, and passed.

A message was received from the senate, by the secretarys
communicating a joint resolution which had passed that:hoyse;
dirccting the mode of authenticating deeds and other inetit-
ments of writing. )

The following message yas received from the president, bY
Mr. Richardson his private sccretary.
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Ezecutive Department,
, City of Houston, 7th June, 1837. }
GENTLEMEN OF THE SENATE AND
House or Rerresenrarivis:

. Inreply to your resolution of the 26th ultimo, making en-
quiry upon what authority 1 stationed seldiers upon the Sahinc,
&c., I have the honor to state, that the post of Galveston was
in a state of mutiny, in consequence of the want of provisions,
and that complaint was made to the executive that persons, who
were disaffected towards the government, were driving all' the
cattle over the Sabine, out of the country, to prevent the-gov-
ernment from getting beef caitle to supply the different post:
and upon these representations the execulive thought it best
that persons should be stationed on or near the Sabine, to pre-
vent the citizens of the county from driving the cattle out of the -
country, and théreby depriving ua_of the means of furnishing
our army with beef; and that as long us'we 'fi‘p&-éhend an inva-
sionyind expect to supply our army with the beef in the oan-
try, we-must have a. guard t9:Kedp the éattle in“the country,

The quarter master general '}is contracted for five bundred
beeves, in Shelby county, which will be sufliceat to supply the

‘prusent wants of the army: but we will be deprived of these, if
there be no guard to prevent, cattle from being driven out of
the country.

The scarcity of supplies in Texas exists to an extent that
cannot be anticipated. The exccutive has taken parlicular
pains to ascertain, as near as possible, the number of beeves in
the country, and he is compelled to believe that, out of the coun-
ty of Liberty, there does not exist five hundred that could be
procured. Six hundred troops arc to be immediately armed
and provisioned, independent of those that- will be in the main
army. Our vessels of war, have to be supplied from Galveston,
with beef. - Where: there arc no bread stoil, there is much
meat: consumed. It requires three pounds and,a half per day
for a ration for one man.,

1 haye thus respectfully submitted to your honorable body
a few of the many reasons which could be adduced to show Whi:
1 placed guards on the Sabine, to prevent those who might wis
to deprive the country of means which were essentinl to its pre-
servation, and I still consider it impsriant that we should pre-

servé all the resources in the country.
: - SAM. ITOUSTON,

18
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On motion of Mr. Baker of Austin the message was laid

- on the table.

A message was reccived from the senate, by the secretary,
communicating a joint rcsolution which had passed that body
for the release of Texian prisoners. .

Also, a bill supplementary to the act estublishing the coun
ty of Houston.

Mr. Gant from the select committee to whom had been
referred the bill concerning military bounties, head rights, &c.y
made the following

: REPORT:

On motion of Mr. Wharton the joint resolution from the
senate for the benefit of Texian prisoners, at Matamoros, Wwas
taken up, the 51st rulec was suspended, and the joint resolution
read a sccond and third time, and adopted.

A message was received from the senate, by the secretary,
communicating a joint resolation which had passed that body to
prevent the grazing of caitle in this country, belonging to for-
eigners, -

- The bill-from the senate authorizing Robert Wiison to pos-
sess the Band Keys forming Red Fish %}nr, in Galveston Bay,
was taken up and read a first4ime: the 51st rule was suspended,

and the bill put on its second reading.

On motion of Mr. Bakcr of Austin the bill was referred
to the commitice on the state of the republic.

M. Boyd submitted the following resolution,

Resolved, That the clerk be instructed to inferm the sen-
ate that this housc has disposed of nearly all the business now
before it, and will be ready to adjourn this evening.

Mr. Branch submitted the following joint resolution.

Resoloed, hy the Senate and House of Representatives of
the .Repub]ic of Texas in Congress assembled, That the
president of the republic be, and he is hereby, authorized to
carry into effect the contract made on the first day of April 1836,
between the government ad interim of Texas,and Robert Trip-
lett and others, by issuing to the parties thereto the land scrip
to which they are entitled under that contract according to ils
provisions, and that those of the subscribers to the first Joan ne-
gotiated by the Texian commissioners in New Orleans, in Janu-
ary 1836, who have not yet become parties to the said contract,
be allowed to do so according to its conditions and privileges, as
if it had been originally exccuted by them.

The joini resolution was read a first time.
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The joint resolution from the senate concerning a mode of?
authenticating deeds and other writings, was taken up and ready
a first time. ) . L

The joint resclution from the senate to prevent the graz-¥
ing of cattle in this country, belonging to foreigners, was taken g
up and read a first time: ) 3

On motion of Mr. Boyd the 51st rule was suspended andg
the joint resolution put on ils second reading, : .

Mr. Baker of Austin moved that it be indefinitely postpon-3%

cd, which was lost. . L :
Mr. Holman moved that it be laid on the table, which was!

also lost.
Mr. White moved to strike out all but the enacting clausey
which was carried. ..
On motion of Mr. Roman, the joint resolution authorizingl
the president to.send an agent to the United States, to settldid
with the agents heretofore appointed fo dispose of land scripf
was taken up, on its third reading, and adopted. : 3
On motion of Mr, Roman the joint resolution for the relie}
of Alexander Walsh was taken up on it§'second reading: thil
53t rule was suspended and the joint resolution read a third tin

and adopted. . .. I
On motion of Mr. Baker of Matagorda the joint resoldtioh!

for the stay of executions was taken up. .
Mr. Bakep of Austin méved tb strike oitt all after the e

acting clause: .
On which motion the ayes and noes were ordered;

And the question being put,
Those who voted in the aflirmiative wete, Messrs. Allen @ '
Nacogdoches, Arnold; Baker of Audstin, Boyd, Burnham, Hoof
er, Holman, McKinney, West, Wharton,—10. . .
Those who voted in the negative weré, Messrd. Speakef
%,?rda Bi"itﬁsly, Branch, Brus}
etaghty, Hill; Roman, Whit§ ’

Allen of Milam, Baker of Mata
Chenoweth, Cartwright, Gant,

ight,—14. )
wngSo’the house refused to strike out. ] £
Mr. Baker of Austin then offered the following proviso, §
Providedy howerer, this resolution shall not be so construg
as to impair the obligation of any contract made previous to gy

assRge.
P 511 which the ayes

and noes were ordered.
Those who voted in the affirmative,

wece Messrs. Allen
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Nacogdoches, Arnold, Baker of Austin, Boyd, Hooper, Holman,
McKinney, Wharton,—9.

Those who voted in the negative, were Messrs. Speaker,
Allen of Milam, Baker of Matagorda, Billingsly, Branch, Brush,
Burnham, Chenoweth, Cartwright, Gant, Geraghty, Hill, Ro-
man, White,—14.

So the provise was rejected.

Mr. Boyd offered the following amendment,

Be itfurther enacted, that from and after the first day of July
next;.ne debt contracted by bill, bond, note, or otherwise shall
be c(aerced by any process of law whatsoever,—which was re-
jected.

! A message was received from the senate announcing the
concurrence of the senate in the:amendments to the bill estab-
lishing the county of Houston, and the adoption of the joint res-
olution for the benefit of J. W. Moody, auditor, with amend-
ments.

The house then adjourned until 4 o’clock:

. 4 o'cLoex, P, M.
. Ontanotign of Mr, Branch the 51st rule was suspended,and
the resolutions pat oh their second reading. k

On motion of Mr. Brascl the word president was stricken
out of the sccond resolution, and the words “auditorial depart-
ment,” juserted.

Mr. Baker of Austin moved that the rcsolution lie on the
table until to-morrow, which was rejected. .

On motion of Mr, Branch the 5s(, was further suspended,
the resolution rcad a second and third time, and adopted.

) A message was reccived from the senale, by the secretary,
‘communicating the bill authorizing the issuing of promissory
"notes by the government, which had passed the senate with
amendments.,

A bill regulating the pay of pursers of the navy.”

“A joint resolution on the treasurers report.” And

“A joint resolution for the benefit of Texas prisoners,”

Mr. Wright prescnted « memorial from James W, Parker,
#sking permission to raise 2000 men to act against the Indians,
and for remuneration for ransoms paid for prisoners, which was
referred to the committee on Indian affairs.

A message was received from the senate, by the secretary,
communicating the joint resolution for the relief of Alexander
Walsh, which had passed the senate with amendments, .

Mr. Wharion submitted a joint resolution for the appoint-
ment of a board of commissioners to investigate land titles.



. The bill from the senase, sapplementary to an act estab-
lishing the county of Houstou, was taken up and read.

On motion of Mr. Allen of Nucogdoches the 51st rule was.
suspended, and the bill put upon its second reading.

On motion of Mr. Baker of Austin the word *fourth” was
strickenout of the section, and the word “last” inserted,’so as,
to make it read the “last Mondays in February and August.”

On motion of Mr. Allen of Nacogdoches the 51st rule was
farther suspended, the bill as amended read a second and third

time, and passed.
"The joint resolution on the treasurer’s annual report was

taken up, and the senate’s amendments concurred in.
The joint resolution for the relief of J. W. Moody, was ta-

ken up, ind ihe senate’s amendments concurred in,
The joint resolugiop for the relief of Alexander-Walsh was

takienup, and sheamendments of thé senate conéurred in,
The joint resolution for the relief of T'exian prisoners, at
Matamoros, was then taken up, and the amendments of the sen-

ate concurred in.
A message was reccived from the scnate, by the sceretary,

announcing the concurrence of the senate in the joint resolution
for the relief of John I Harry, aud in the bill authorizing the
issuing of promissory notes by the government. .
Oun motion of Mr. Baker of Austin tiic house adjourncd
until to-morrow morning at 10 o’clock.
W. F. GRAY, CI'k.
Tuurspay, Juxe 8th, 1837,
The housc met pursuant to adjournment.

Twenty-three members present,
Mr. Wharton asked leave of absence from the house for

the remainder of the session, bcing called away on public bu-

siness of an impertant paturc. i
Mr. Branch presented a propoaal from Niles F'. Smith, for

the purchase of the Sand Keys on Red Fish baz, in Galveston

Bay “Which was refesred to the commitlee on the staic of the
republic, to whom was referred the bill from the senute authori-
zing Robert Wilson to possess the same property. .

Mr. Billingsly from the commitice on lndian affuirs, to
which was referred the memorial of J. W. Parker, made the

following
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REPORT:

From the evidence in possession of your commitice with re-
gard to the character of Mr. Parker, they thinkitinexpedient to
grant Mr. Parker the authority asked for. Your committee are
of opinion that much evil might result from empowering such
men to carry on war against the Indians, without the possibility
of good. With regard to the other petition from the citizens of
Mustang Prairie, we are of opinion every relicf has been affor-
ded, in the power of this congress. We have been assured by
the president, that every exertion would be used to render the
frontier immediate aid, and that, in case the aid contemplated
by the bill for the better protection of the northern frontier
could not be afforded by the fifteenth of July, he would call out
the militia. :

"Mr. Allcn of Milam from the committee on the state of the
republic, to which was referred the bill from the senate authqn-
zing Rdbert Wilson to possess the Sand Keys, forming Red Fish
bar, in Galveston bay, and the proposals of Niles F. Smith on
the same subject, made the following,

. REPORT: '
"~ The commiitee on the state of the republic, to whom was
referred an et authorizing Robert Wilson to possess the Sand
Keys forming Red Fish bar, in Galveston Bay, and the propo-
sals of Niles F. Smith on the same subject, have had the same
under consideration, and recommend the postponement of the
further consideration of said bill, uatil congress shall be ena-
bled to obtain more correct information as to the value of the
property in question.
8. 8. ALLEN, Chairman.

Mr. Arnold, from the select committee to whom the subject

was referred, made the following
REPORT:

The select committee to whom was referred the peti\‘.ion‘)f
sundry citizeus of the county of Nacogdoches, and of Fort Bend
and Washington county, severally new counties, also the report
of the committee on county boundaries, defining the boundaries
of the several counties, have had the same under consideratio?
and have instructed me to report, that the prayers of the several

- petitioners should be granted, and that the bill reported by the
commitice on county boundaries is such a one as the county &
guires, and should bs adopted. 1In all of which your committee
sespectfully ask the concurrence of the house.

A. ARNOLD, Chairmai-
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. Mr. Arnold from the same committce reporled a bill ¢
lishing the couaty of Fort Bend, which was fead the glr:t“t:f:g

On motion of Mr. Baker of Austin the 5lst rule was sus-
peaded, and the bill put upen its sccond reading. On motion
of the same the first blank in the bill was filled with the first
Mondays in February and August, as the terms of the district
court, the rule was then, on motion of the same further suspen-
ded, the bill read a third time, and passed. :

Or motion of Mr. Baker of Austin it was

Resolved, That a select commiitee of three be appointed,
to act with such commiltee as may be appointed by the senate,
to enquire into all matters connected with our Indian relations,
with full power to send for persons and papers, and to call upon
the president for. information, and that said committee report,
by bill or.otherwise, as may be deemed expedient,

Hm:s- Baker of Austin, Biltingsly and Allen of Milam,
were appointed the ‘committee, on the part of the house, .

Mr. Billingsly, by leave, introduced a bill to define the
rights of emigrauts who arrived in the country, between the de-
claration of independence and the first of January 1837,

Which was read a first time. )

On motion of Mr. Branch the house went into secret ses-

sion.
The lobby was cleared and doors closed:
Upon the doors being opened,
On motion of Mr, Hooper the house adjgurned until 4
o'clock. = .

4 0'CLOCK, P» M.

The house met pursuant to adjournment.

A message was received from the senate communicating the
following resolution which had passed that body and in which
the comcurrence of the house was requested.

Resofved, That a committec ol‘ll conference consisting of
three members, be appointed on the part of the senate, 1o act
with a like committee to be appointed on the part of the house
of representatives, for the purpose of making an cxplanatory
amendment to the bill eatitled “an act to raise a revenuc by im-

post duties.”
Also, a secrct resolution: and announcing the concurrence

of the senate iu the resolution from the house respecting Indian
-depredatiops. . ' o
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O motion of Mr. Gant, the bill «stablishing & scco'nd al-
ditor and comptroller, was taken up and read a secend time.

On motion of Mr. Gant the bill was amended by striking
out, from the oath prescribed for claimants, the words “nor has
taken or embezzled, &e.”

On motion of Mr. Gant the bill was further amended by
inserting, after the words “second auditor,” the words “or any
person legally authorized to administer oaths.”

Mr. Boyd moved to strike out the whole of the second sec-
tion, which was rejected. .

The 51st rule was then suspended and the bill read a third
time, and upon the question,

“Shall the bill pass?”

The ayes and noes were ordered.

Those who voted in the aflirmative were, Messrs. Sgenkefa
Allen of Milam, Allan of Nacogdoches, Baker of Austin, Ba-
ker of Matagorda, Billingsly, Branch, Brush, Burnham, Cheno-
weth, Cartwright, Gant, Geraghty, Hill, Hooper, Holman. Lew-
is, McKinney, Roman, West, White,—21.

Those who voted in the negative were Messrs. Arnold;
_Boyd, Wright,—3. .

-So the bill was passed. = :

The following message was received fronrthe president, by
Mr. Richardson his private secretary. -

Execulive Deparimend, g
City of Houston, June 8th, 1837,
GENTLEMEN OF ‘ruE SENATE AxD
Heuse or REPRESENTATIVES.

The act supplementary to an act entitled an act to estab-
lish a gtneral Iand office, 1 have received, and considered as its
mmportance descrves. .

This is an act, it appears to me, upon the good or evil effects
of which not anly the prescut and fature prosperity, but eved
the very salvation of the country would for a time be virtually
suspended, should it go into operation,

After all the reflection I'have bezsn enshled to bestow Up-
oR it, it is with a regret, I know not how adequately lo express
that I think I perccive in it defects and omissions of a chamcte(l]"
ar 00 great to be overlooked, and on account of which I fin
mysel{ander the neeessily of withholding from it my signature:
Awa_re a3 ] am of the great dificulties there are in the Way.o,
making a law on the subject, at the present moment, whl{l_ﬂ_
should at all approach the standard of our desires, 1 am 0
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e e bt i, e e o i
be I me, and this I do

ﬂl_e more ‘readlly in the hope that you will be dispased to regard,
with similar indulgence, the objection I find myself conscien~
tiously constrained to make to it.

'lu the midst of the many difficultics and cares that surround
‘me, it will beimpessible to take so careful and minutc a vicw of
the subjectasits greatimportance descryes. Oneobservation oce
curs to me however at the threshhold, which I will take occasion
to make, and that is this, that, according to my vicw of the. mat-
ter, it were far better for the substantial intcrest of the country
that no land law at all should be passed at present, than that
®©nc should go forth to the world containing imperfections calcu-
lated at once to alarm and distress our fricnds, and to inflict in
the end irretrievable mischiefs and injuries to the community.

Such has been the haste with which the bill has been drawn
up, and 80 various the circumstances of interest, impatience,
atnd passion, on the part of some, to prevent its assuming a form
better adapted to our condition, that I feel warranted in giv-
ing it as my belief that those who are now its best friends will,
one day or other, should it indecd become a law, be found a-
mong the principal mourncia of the calamities it may bring on
as.
The first aud principal objection, I have to make to it, is
1he provision for sectionizing the whol: republic, by a bass line
and four meridian lincs. The utility of running such lines as
those alonc, and no more, with respect to the object supposed to
be contemplated by them, T own I'am not able to perceive,and
when I consider the bill expressly doclares that no surveys, ei-
ther past or future, shallin any way be affected by thein, I can-
not refrain from sapposing that there is no intention of making
any use of them whatever; in which casc, the mere running
them would but too plainly appear a vain and uscless labour,
incurred for no concetvable purpose,  If it should be said that
these lines arc required to be run in a spirit ol obedicnce to the
requisition of the constitution on the subject. it may be replied
that the constitution is not so casily satisied. 1t says indeed
that the whole territory ol the republic shall be scclionized in
a manner to be prescribed by law, but it goes on to say also,

that it shall be done in such manner as 1o enable the officers of

government, or any cilizen, to ascertain with certuinly the lands
that are vacant and those thatare covered with valid titles, Is
the running a base linc, and four mercdian lines, such a section-



i

izing of the country as will enable any enc Lo asceriain vacant
or located lands? ~And can it be the mode meant by the consti-
tution? If it is not, what arc we aboul to do, but to disregard
the constitution and in so doingviolate our oaths?  For my own
part Tam not willing to mal areal a sacrifice, v hatever oth-
ers may think themsclves justified in doing. .

Here I might stop, without making any further objections
but there is still another defect of so glaring a character, th-’l_t
I cannot forbear bring into view. Iiis'the want of any sufti-
ciently guarded provisions to prevent the maltiplication of spu-
rious claims.  As the bill says nothing on the subject, it follows
that the 15th section of the law, passed December 22, lasty 13
relied upon as sufficient for the object in view.

It will be seen by examining that section, that any person
whatever, before any person whatever authorized to administer
an oath, no matter where, in public or private, can, by taking
a certzin oath, obtain an order of survey, and go on to procurc
fand. Under a mode of proof so loosc, so casy, so private it
may be too, and attended with so few circumstances calculated
to impress the mind with @ proper scnse of consequences, it
might be a safe conjeclure that all the territory of Texas woul
riot be sufficient to satisfy the claims that rapacity, speculation
and perjury, altogether, would continue sooner or later to forge
and bring into legal shape, with a view to participate in advan-
tages intended only. for onest men.  I'mean by this sugges-
tion to make no undue reflection on ihe integrity of the pgop]c
of T?Xas. Luckily they are not the persons whe, in the nature
of things, can be guilty of the specics of fraud to which I al-
Indes It must be strangers of course, und they I fear would be
found coming, by hundreds and thousands, to procure their
leagues and labors in this land of promise, knowing that they
could do it at no other expesc than the breath which would en-
able them to say amen to a false oath, administercd, as it might
be, within the walls of a grog shop or Drothel.

i In illustration of this suggestion, I have to state for your
information that undoubted inicliigence hasreached me, of huns
dreds of persons, who have becu niready introduced into eas-
tern Texas, for the purposc of practising the kind of fraud to
which Ihave alluded. These men have come in from Touisiana,
A.r_kansas, and clsewherc—declarced their intention of becomibg
citizens, (a thing they could do in an hour after their arrival,
fmd hil.VC taken out cerlificales of such declaralion, upon whichy
immediately considering themselves enfitled to head rights, they
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have sold the same L specalitors who  have gone oty in hun.’
dreds of iustances, to make their surveys accorgingly‘, and noW’
have their plots in their potkets, ready to enter them the md-’
ment the land offices are opened.  Those mock citizens of Tex-
as havein the mean while gone back to the United Statcs, with
tho intention no doubt, of returning again in the fall to procure
more head rights, finding it a speculution so easy to be accom-
plished.

That some real citizens of Texas are in collision with those
imposters, there can be no doubty and it is Lioped that the infa-
my which is their due, for such unblushing knavery, will some
day overtake and brand them with all the odium which should
attach to such public robbers.

'The looseness of the direction made in the bill for the shape
the surveys are to assume, prescnis to my mind another serious
objection. What is meant by one half of the square, fronting
on the waler? IconfessI am not able to understand preciscly
the idea intended to be conveyed by the cxpression, though it
may be conjectared, it is surcly but darkly intimated by the :
terms which have been emyployed.

There is besides an indefinitences in the term “water course,”
in the place where it is used in the bill, that may lcad to most
unexpected operations. Tor cxample, surveys made on water
courses are required to front so much on the water, and then out
of course for quantity. A Bayou within a mile of the riveris a
water course cqually with the rive‘r. I'rom this it might result,
that a survey might front one balf of the square on the Bayou,
and actually cross the river, so as to take both sides of it to in-
clude. the quantity. This, theugl a mode of procedure that
would be allowed by the loose terms of the law, is a conse-
quence which was surcly never contemplated by cither of your
honorable bodies. It is, nevcrthclus's, a consequence to be ex-
pected in practice from the keen sightedness of self interest,
carving for itself its Jast and only s_hcc 9( the pubh_c domain.

If there be any force or propricty in these ohjections they
will be sullicient for the 1)rcanf purpose, and save me the ne-
cessity of pointing oul still others of a !':ss seriows character,
which as 1 think may be taken to the bill, and if what I have
here suid shall have ‘the effect of induciog v dispassionate cons
sideration of the subject, 1 shall bave the huplpincss of reflece
ting that T have, at least, doue that mmeh vood for wy country.

=AM, HOUSTON.
The message having been v, on otion of Mr, Baker of*
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Kwotin, the bill returncd by the president was taken up and re-
considered,—and on*the question,

«Shall the bill pass, notwithstanding the objections of the
president?”

Those who voted in the affirmative were, Messrs. 8peakery
Arneld, Baker of Austin, Baker of Matagorda, Billing:ly, Boyd,
Br.mch Burnham, Chenoweth, Cartwright, Gant, Hill, I{oopcr,
Lewis, MLKmncy, West, White, W r;yrl..,~l\

Those who voted in the nUmtiV(, were Messrs, Alen of
M:lam, Allen of Nacogdoches, Bru:h, Gernghty, Holman. Ro-

Sg thc bill was passed by a constitutional m: Uont) .

. Ohmotion of Mr. Allen of Nacogdoches the joint resoju-
tien for the relief of Robert Triplett and others, was taken ups
and read, and laid on the table.

The resolution from the senalc to appoint a committee of
conference on the bill to rilse » revenue by impost duties, was
taken up and concurred in, and Messrs, Baker of Austin, Gant
“and Boyd, were appomtcd the committce on the part of the
bouge, .

The house then went into secrct,

And apon the doors being opened the house adjourned un-
til 8 o’clock.

5 0'CLOCK, . M.

The house met pursuant to adjournment.

Mr. Buker of Austin, by leave of the house, introduced @
“bill sapplementary Lo the act establishing a gencrul land office,
&e.

On imotion of Mr, Branch the 5lst rule was suspended,
and the bill put on its sccond reading.

My, Gant offered siitate for the whole bill.

Mr. Bakerof Austin. offered an amendment providing for
lectmmauﬁ the country, bv ranning four hase and four meridi-
an lines, whici: was Ldoptm.

Mr. Brasich offered the following amendment.

That it shall be t ity o the president to order out
such portion of the militia duom necessany for the
protection of thie surveyo cteds

Mr. White offered an anicnid t Lo Ar. Gant's substitates
providing for mnbc'rmg the prairics, and coining, which was ac:
cepted by Mr. Gant. -
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 Un wotion o Mr. Boyd the words “four basc lincs,” were
stricken out, and one base linc inserted in the sccond section.

Mr, Billingsly moved to strike out the words “one base
fine,” which was rejected.

Mpr. Gant offered the following in len of the second section,
“that the « ommissioner general be required to proceed forthwith
after his appointment to sectionize the whole republicy or so
much thercof as he may think preper, in townships of twelve
miles square, which was rejected.

Mr, Baker of Matagorda moved to staike out the words
“first of October,” and insert “first of November,” as the time
for opening the land office, which was rcjected.

Mr. Holman meved a suspensien of the 51st role, which
wag lost; and : oo

On motion of Mr, Baker of Auwstin it was ordercd,

That the bill be engrossed for a third reading and made the
order of the day for to-morrow.

On molion of Mr, Baker of Austin, the heusc then ad-

journed antil 10 o’clock to-morrow,
W. F. GRAY, CI'k.

¥rmav, Juwe Oth, 1837,

The house met pursuant to adjournment.

Twenty-three members presents

Mr. Gani, from the jeiut commiltce on the bill to yaise a
sevenne by impost duties, made the following

BEPORT:

The majority of the joint committee upon the bill to raise
a revenue by impest duties have had the same under considera-
tion, in conjunction with the committee on the part of the sen~
ate, and recommend the following amcndments, to wit: that the
words “or properly authenticated drafts on the treasury,” in the
9th section of the bill, be stricken out, in ‘which they ask the
concurrence of the housc.

The ameudment was accordingly adopted.

Mr. Baker of Austin moved the following amendment,

‘& Propided: That the original holders of the treasury drafts

shall have the privilege of pfxying their dulies in suid treaswry

drafts:”
Upon which the ayes and noes were ardered,
These who voted in the aflismative were, Messts, Speaker,

Allen of Milam, Allen of Nacogdoches, Balker of Austin, Boyd,
Hooper, Holman, Lewis McKinney, White, Wright,—11.
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Those who voted in the negilive were, Messrs. Aruold,
Baker of Matagorda, Billingsly, Branch, lBrnsh, Burnham,
Chenowecth, Cartwright, Gant, Geraghty, Hill, Roman, West,

So the amendment was rejected. ] .

Mr. Baker of Austin, by lave introduced a bill, authorizing
the president to sell five hundred thousand acres of land scrip-

On motion of the same, the 51st rule mas suspended and
the bill read a second time.

On motion of the same, the following amendment was made
to the bill, viz: .

«That no soldier’s drafts be paid, unless he is at the time of
presentation the original, actual, and lona_fide owner of said
draft,—and he shall take an oath to that effect before the said
draft shall be paid.” And .

On motion of Mr. Roman the 5lst rule was further suspen-
ded, and the bill read a third thime, and passed.

Mr. Rorhan submitted a joint resolution to prevent the au-
ditor from charging illcgal fees.

On motion of Mr. Billingsly, the 51st rule was suspended
and the joiat resolution read a sccond time.

On motion of Mr. Roman the rule was further suspended,
and the joint resolution read a third time, and adopted.

A message was received from the senate. by their secreta-
ry,announcing the concurrcuce of the scnate’in the amend-
ments, made by the hoase, to the bill estublishing a sccond au-
ditor and comptroller’s oflice, and also to the bill supplementary
to the act establishing tlic city of l{ouston, and the adoption o

a resolution to appoint a commiltce of conference on the land
bill.

The resolution from the senuie io appoint a commitice of
confercnce on the land bill was adopted.  And Messrs, Buker
of Austin, Allen of Nucogdoches, aud Billingsly, were appoin-
ted a commitiec on the part of the house,

Mr. Boyd asked and obtained leave of absence frem ser-
vice in the house for the balance of the session.

On motion of Mr. Allen of Nacogdoches, the house ad-
journed until 1 o’clock.

1 O'CLOCK, Po Mo
The house met pursuant to adjournment. .
The bill from thc senate defining the boundaries of Jefter-

son was taken ups read a third time, and laid oo the table.
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The bill for the stay of exccutions was tuken up on its se-
cond rcading, the 5lst rule was suspended, and the bill read n
third time and passed.

On motion of Mr. Gant the house resolved itself into a
committec of the whole on the bill to raise a revenue by direct
taxation, .

5 Mr. Allen of Nacogdoohes, in the chair;

And after seme time spent thercin, the commiltee rese, re-
ported the bifl with amendments, and were discharged from its
turther consideration. ’

"T'he bill was then read a third time, and on the question,

#Shall the bill pass?”

The ayes and noes were orderced. )

Thosc who voted in the affirmative, were Messrs, Speaker,
Allen of Milam, Allen of Nacogdoches, Bnker of Matagorda,
Burnbam, Billingaly, Branch, Brush, Chenowetl, &artwright,
Geraghty, Hill, McKinney, Roman, West,—15. " -

Thosc who voted in the ncgative, were Messrs, Arnold,
Baker of Austin, Boyd, Gant, Hooper, Holman, White, Wright,

8o the bill passed.

Mr. Baker of Austin, from the commiltce of conference on
the land bill, reported a bill supplementary 1o an act entitied
“an act to establish a gencral fand office for the republic of
Texas,

Mr, Baker of Austin moved a suspension of the dlst rule;
beforc the question was put,

A message was received from the senate, by their secreta-
ry, announcing the passage in that house of the joint resolution
concerning gencral T. J. Chambers, with an amendment.

Mr. Gant moved that the supplementary Jand bill, repore
ted by the committoe of confercice, be rejpcted, which was
lost. . '

A message was received from the senate, by the sceretary,
with a joint, resolution authorizing the president to raise an ex-
pedition ganinst the lndians, by ordering out the present fors
ces in the field, by draft or otherwisc.

The 51st rule was then suspended, and the bill supplemen-
tary fo the land law, was read a sccond time.

Mr. Roman moved {o amend the bill by striking out “first
of Octoher,” and inserting “fiftcenth of November,” as thelime
for opening the land officc, which motion was lost,
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Mr. Boyd moved to amend the bill by striking out all ufter
the enucting clinse, which motion was lost,

Mr. Bakcer of Austin moved a further suspension of the
rale for the purposc of reading the bill a third time Torthwith
the house refused to suspend the rule.

Mr. Billingsly presented a petition from Thomas I' Mc-
Kinney, prayiug to be allowed interest on the debi due fromtin
government to McKinney & Williwms,

On motion of Mr. Billingsly the petition was referred to a
select commitice of three, and the Speaker appointed Messrs.
Billingsly, Branch and Roman, that commiittee.

On motion of Mr. Branch the bill from the scnate, defining
the houndaries of Jefferson county, was taken up on its second .
reading.

On motion of Mr. Branch the bill was amended, by stri-
king out the two last sectiony, and inscrting a new one: and

On motion of the sume the 51st rule was suspended, the bill
read a third time, and passed.

The joint resolution concerning general T. J. Chambers,
was then taken up, and the amendment of the senate concurred
in.

The bill from the senate authorizing the president to raise
an epedition against the Indians was.taken up and read:

The 5Istrule was swspended and the bill read a second time.

On motion of Mr. Billingslyv, it waslaid on the tuble

On motion of Mr. fiuker of Matagorda the Lousc as
until 10 o’clock to-morrow morning,

ljourned

W. F. GRAY, CIk.

Sarvepay, Juss 10th, 1837,

The house met pursutant Lo adjourmment,

Twent}'-two members present,

Mr. Billingsly from the sclect committee to wham was re-
ferred the petition of Thomas F. McKinney made the following
REPORT:

The sclect commiitecto whom was referred the pelition of
Ti.wm'as F.McKinncy. praving relief from the embarrassed situ-
ation in which he is placed, on account of the large advances
Whlc.h he hasmade to the government of Texas, have carefully
considered the same, and are fully satisficd with the justice of
the petition, and unanimously recommend the adoption of the
following resolution,

Resoleed, That the ayditor be and he is hereby authorized
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to allow ten per centam inlerest on all treasury drafts issued to
McKinney & Williams, and that said drafts shall be received
for all government dues,

On motion of Mr, Biilingsly the 51st rulc was suspended,
and the resolution read a second time.

Mr. Allen of Milam was called to the chair.

On motion of Mr. Baker of Austin, the words, “and said -
drafts shall be received.for all government dues,” were.stricken
from the resolutiop.

On motion of Mr. Billingsly the 51st rule was further sus-
pended, and the resolution read a third time, and on the ques-
tion,

“Shall the resolution be adopted?”

The ayes and noes were ordered. .

Thoge who voted in the affirmative, were Messrs. Speaker, -
Allen of Milam, Allen of Nacogdoches,Baker of Austiny Busa~
bam, “Billingsly, Braiich, Hooper, Léwis, McKinney, Romax,
West,—12. ’ )

Phose who voted in the negative, were Messrs. Arnold,
Baker of Matagorda, Boyd, Brush, Chenoweth, Cartwright,
Gant, Hill, Holman, Wright, White,—11.

So the resolution was adopted.

Mr. White from the committne on enrolled biils reported
the following acts and resolutions, as aving been approved by
the president.

“An act to regulate the pay of pursers in the navy.”

“A joint resolution authorizing the president to send an
agent to the United States, to scttle with the agents for Jand
scrip.” -

P“Ajoint resolution for the relicf of Alexander Walsh.”
“An act authorizing the issuing of promissory notes of the

government.” .
The bill supplementary to an act establishing a general

land office, &c., was taken up on its third reading, ]

Mr. Branch moved that the house resolve itself inte a com-
fittee of the whole on the bill, which motion was lost:

On the question,

#Shall the bill pass?”’

The ayes and noss were ordercd.
Those who voted in the affirmative were, Messrs, Speaker,

Allen of Nacogdoches, Baker of Austin, Billingsly, Branch,
Hill, Hooper, Lewis, McKinney, White, West,—11.
Those who voted in the negative were Messrs. Allen of

18
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Milam, Arnold, Baker of Matagorda, Buruham, Boyd, Brush,
Cherg?weth, Cartwright, Gant, Geraghty, Holman, Roman,
Wright,—13.

So the bill was lost. .

Mr. Baker of Austin presented a letter from g’e:neml‘Fehx
Huston, relating to the pledges mude by general 'L J. Charlr;
“bers, general 8.F. Austin, and other agents of Texas, tot
soldiera raised in the United States, respecting scitlements, or
head rights of lands, which on motion of Mr. Baker of Austin,
was referred to the committee on public lands.

The house adjourned until 4 o’clock.

4 0’CLOCK, P. M.

The bouse met pursuant to adjournment.

Mr. Billingsly substituted a joint resolution authorizing the
-guditor to employ as many clerks as he may think necessary for
one month, which being read, on motion of Mr. Branch the
5lst rule was suspended, and the resolu‘ion read a second and
-third time, and adopted.

A message was received from the scnate communicating @
bill establishing a medical board,

-And a bill to license the retailers of liquors and others,
‘whichBad passed that body.

" Mr. Branch, by leave introduced a bill supplementary to
an act, to establish a general land office, &c., which was read.

Or motion of Mr. Chenoweth the 51st rule was suspended,

and the bill put on its second reading.

Mr. Billingsly moved that the bill be laid on-the table,
which was rejected.

Mr. Chenoweth moved that it be referred to a select com-
mittee, which was also rejected.

Mr. Billingsly was called to the chair.

Mr. Branch moved to amend the supplemental land bill,
by allowing the emigrants who arrived in the country, between
the declaration of independence and the first day of January
1887, to heads of families a league and labor of land, and to
single men one third of a league of land: the motion was re-
jected,

b On motion of Mr. Arnold the bill was then laid on the ta-
e.

The following message was received from the president, by
M. Richardson his private secretary.
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Executive Departmoend,
City of Houston, June 10th, 1837.}
. GGENTLEMEN oF THE SENATE AND
House or REPRESENTATIVES.

I take pleasure in calling your particular attention to the
subject of authorizing the district judges to call courts in ctime
inal cases, and in their absence from the district, to authorize
the chief justice of cach county to call and hold courts in crim-
inal cases,

This recommendation is made owing-to the fact that wa.
have nojails, nor means to employ guards: hence the most. atre-
cious offenders eseape justice, and our country is degraded
abroad. This measure it ig sincercly hoped may claim your
attentign, ns I do sincerely believe that the welfare of the
couniry, and'the preservation of order depends upon it - If
granted, it shall be' executéd. - ;

S ' SAM. HOUSTON..

On motion of Mr. Branch,the message was referred to tho'
committee on the judiciary. )

A message was reccived from the senate, by their secretary,
announcing the concurrence of the senatein the joint resolution
authorizing the auditor to employ as many clerks as he may §
think necessary, for one month:

*" Alsoy thaf the senate had concurred in the joint resolution
for the relief of McKinney & Williams. .

On motion of Mr, Branch the bill suppleticutary to an act
establishing a general land office, &c., was taken up, and R

On motion of the same it was referred to a select commit-
tee, with instractions to report on the same, this evening at8

o’clock. .
The Speaker appointed Messrs, Gant, Roman and Branchy

the commitice:

Mr. Gant introduced a joint resolution respecting the t}u-
ties and compensation of the chicf clerk of the house of repre<
sentatives, » ‘

On motion of Mr. Holman the 51st rule was suspendedy
and the joint resolation read a sccond time, R

Mr Chenoweth moved to fill the blank with two thonsand”
, a8 the salary of the clerk, which was rejected. .
r. Archer moved eighteen hundred dollars, which was al-

50 rejected. .
On motibn of Mr. Gant the blank was filled with fftcew

hundred dollars,

dollars,
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On motion of Mr. Branch the 31st rule was further suspens
ded, and the joint resolution read a third timc_, and pussed.
The joint resolution, authorizing the president to order out
torces against the Indians, was taken up on its sccond reading.
On motion of Mr. Armnold the clause allowing bounty lands
~ to the-militia was stricken out. . .
Mr. Billiogsly moved that the joint resojution be rejected,
; which was Jost.
' Mr. Arnold moved a further suspension of the 5lst rule,
which was also refused by the house. i
On motion of Mr. White the house then adjourncd until 8
o’clock.

8 o'crock, P. M.

The house mct pursuant to adjournment, .

A message was received from the senate, by their secretary
announcing the passage by thesenate of the bill to raise a re-

venue by direct taxation, with amendments.

Also the joint resolution respecting the adjournment of cons
gress, with an amendment.

Mr. Brapch submitted the following

REPORT:

The select committec to whom was referred a bill, entitled
“an act supplementary to an act establishing a general land of-
_ﬁce for the republic of Texas,” hiave copied the same with some
;Jq]clonsidcmblc amendments, and recommend the passage of the

ill,
EDWARD T. BRANCH,
W. W. GANT,
RICHARD ROMAN.

The bill was read as reported,and being on its second rea-

ding, Mr. Baker of Austin moved «n amendment providing for
classification of land claims, which was rejected by the house.
» Baker of Matagorda moved the following amendment, viz:
those who have been six years in the country, und have families,
shall be entitled to onc league and labor of land, providing
they have served threc months in the army.”
"~ The amendment was rejected.

Mr. Baker of Austin moved the following amendment:
Provided, however, no ‘man who refused to sell ammunition to
the government on a credit, between the first ¥ebruary and
st of June 1836, shall be entitled to land under this act;

Which was also rejected. -
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Mr. Arnold moved the following amendment: “Provided,
the Mexicans at Nacogdoches, that were embodicd, shall not be
allowed to sell head rights for the benefit of Tories:”

Which was also rejected.

Oq motion of Mr. Chenoweth the 51st rule was suspended
and the bill read a third time; and on the question,

“Shall the bill pass?”

The ayes and nocs were ordered, .

Those who voted in the affirmative were, Messrs, Speaker,
Baker of Austin, Baker of Matagorda, Burnham, Billingsly,
Branch, Brush, Chenoweth, Cartwright, Gant, Geraghty, Hill,
Hooper, Lewis, McKinney, Roman, White, West,—18,

Those who voted in the negative were, Messrs, Allen of
Milam, Araold, Boyd, Holman,—4.

86 the. bill passed.

The bill toraise a revenue by dircet taxation, returned from.
the senate with amendments was takcn up, the two first amend-
ments, excepting real and mixed property from taxation, were:
disagreed to, the others were concurred in.

The joint resolution providing for the zdjournment of con-
-gress on the 4thinst,, was taken up, and on motion ]zxiq on the

table.
The house then adjourned until 10 o’clock on Monday

wmorning. e
W. F. GRAY, CPL.

Moxpay, June 12th, 1837,
The house met pursuant to adjournment.

Twenty-two members preseut. )
Mr. White from the committee on carolled bill, made the .

following

L4

REPORT:
The following joint resolutions werce submitted to the pres-

ident on the 10th, inst., for his approval.

“[st. A joint resolution for the relicf of John 11, Harry”

«2d, A Joint resolution cencerning general To Jo Cham-
bers.”
«3d. A joint resolution for the relief of Toxian prisoncrs
taken by the Mexicans.”

And on the 12th, inst., ithe following were submitted:

«lst. A joint resolution for employing cxtra clerks in the
auditor’s office.”

«24, A joint resolution for the yelict of MeKinney & Wik

liams.”
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©3d. A act to raise areveaue by impost duties,”

S. ADDISON WHITE,
Chairman of Committee on Enrolied Bills.

e, Baker of Austin submitted the following resolution.

Whereus sothc members have lelt their seats in this house,
and returncd home without permission, and whereas the  busi-
ness of this house has been seriously incommoded for the want
of the attendance of such members, therefore

Be it resolved, that the clerk in the journals folowing this
resolution enter the naines of the members who have so left. =

Mr. Brush submitted the following additional clause hy
way of amendment, viz: ”

«And that the members who have so left without leave be,
and they are hereby, expelled from their seat in this house, and
that the president be informed of the expulsion, and requested
to issue writs of elcction to Nl the vacancies so created.”

And the resolution as amended, was adopted.

. According to order it is here recorded, that the honorable
Joseph Rowe of San Augustine, left his séat in the housc on
the Gth June, and had not returned; and the honorable George
W. Wright, of Red River, left his seat after the 10th of June,
amd hagnot returned. N .

On motion of Mr. Brush the vote on the amendment to
the foregoing resolution was reconsidered, and by permission of
the house the amendment was withdeawn.

On motion, it was .

_ Ordered, That the proamble and resolution above, together
“‘xlh'ihc names of the abscntecss, be published in the Tele-
graph. )

On motion of Mr. Baker of Austin the house adjourned
until 4 o’clock,

, 4 0’CLOCK, P. M.

The bouse met pursuant Lo adjournment.

Myr. Brash submitted the following resolution:

. Whereas a bill providing for the sale of Galveston Island,
which originnted in the senate and passed both houses,has been
lost or misliid, so that it cannot be cnrolled and submitted to
the president:

Be it resolved, That a select committee be appomtﬂd to
make search for said bill, and investigate the subject of its_loss.
“ " The resolution was adopted, and the Speaker a point?d
Messrs. Gant, Branch; Allen of Milam, and White thegtomm't'
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On motion of Mr. Branch, it was

Ordered, That the same sum of moncy be allowed the door
keeper, at the present session, that was allowed that officer at
the last session of congress for contingent cxpenses,

A message was received from the senate by scoators Ellig:
and Horton, announcing the illness of senator Everitt, who was
confined to his bed, by reason of which the senate could not
form a quorum in its chamber, and asking the consent of the
{:ousc for the senate to adjourn te the chamber of the sick mem-

er. .
The consent of the house was unanimously granted, and
On motion the house took a reces until 8 o'clock. -

8 o'cLock, P. M.
The Spcakﬂ‘ resamed the chair, and called the bouse to or-

er.

The bill from the senate to license retailers of liquors ind
others, was taken up and read the first time.

On motion of Mr. Brush, the 51st rule was suspended and
the bill put on its second reading.

On motion of Mr. Baker of Austin, the sccond section
was amended, by inserting before the words “nine or ten pin
alleys,” ‘the words “any specics of game comuonly known as
such” -

On motioti of the same, the clause, in the third section ma-
king imprisonment the penalty for non-payment of the fine, was

stricken out.
Mr. Billingsly moved to strike out “three hundred doilars,”

as the tax on billiard tables, which was rejected.
On motion of Mr. Billingsly, “one hundred dollars,” was
adopted as the tax on showmen, to be assessed and collected in

each county where they exhibit.
.. Mr. Branch moved fo strike out “two hundred dollars,” the
tax on retailors of spiritous liquors, for the purpose of inserting
“one hundred dollars,” which was rejected.

On motion of Mr. Baker of Austin the 51st rale was sus-
pended, and the bili as amended, read 2 third time and passed.

The bill from the scnate establishing a medical board was
taken up and read ihe first time,

Mr. Gant moved that the bi

was rejected. - . )
Mr. Brash moved a suspension of the 5lst rule which was

ill be laid on the table, which

also Jost.
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On motion of Mr. Allen of Nacogdothes the house went
inte seeret session.

Upon-the doors hring again opeued,

A messagd was received from the senate, by Mr. Stickney,.
amnonncing 1hat (he =enate had roncurred in the resolution for
publishing ws, journals of congress, &c., and that they
have rec ¢ amendmont to the bill for raising are-
venue by direcl {axation, which had been disagreed to by the
house.

Another message was receivel from the senate, by Mr.
Tompkins, announcing that the bill supplementary to an act
entitled “an act establishing a general land office for the repub-
tic of Texas,” pased on 22d December, 1836, which was vetoed
by the president and afterwards passel on the 8th inst., by a
constitutional majority of the house of representatives, had al-
so becn reconsidered and passed by n constitutional majority of
the senate, and that the sameis now the law of the land.

On motion of Mr. Gant, it was

Resolzed, That if shall be the duty of the clerk of the house
of representatives to {ake charge of the bodks, documents and
papers of the house as well during the rccess as the sessior of
the house, and until a sufficient and convenient office shall be
provided by econgress, hc shall be allowed to rent a suitable
place for their: arrangement and safe keepings He shall not
permit any papers or documents in his possession as clerk to be
withdrawn, except under order of the house, or the written or-
derof the Spegicer, but he may firnish copies of any of the doc-
uments in his possession as clerk, which is not on the secret filey
for any person desiring them. Ile shall be allowed as full pay-
ment for his services fiftexn hundred dollars per annum, and du-
ring the scssion of congress be may employ as many additional
clerks as may he necessary for the prompt and correct dispatch
of businecss.

Mr. Branch, from the commitice appointed to investigate
alledged loss of the bill providing for the survey and salc o
Galveston Island, reported -that a diligent but unsucccssful en-
quiry and scarch had been made for said Lill, and that a aubsti-
tute was preparing for it in the scnate.

Mr. White from the copmittce on cnrolled bills, made the
following

REPORT:

The following acts have been submitted to the president
and appreved by him, viz:
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Ist. “An act to raise a revenue by direct taxation.”

2d. «A joint resolution for the relief of McKinney &
Williams,”

3d “A joint resolation authorizing the auditor o employ
an additional number of Clerks,”

4th, A joint resolution goncerni aj ' P
Chambore.? ] [ ng major-general T, J‘

5Sth. %A joint resolution for the relicf of Texinn prisoncrs
taken by the Mexicans.”

6th, -#A joint resolution for the reliefof John IL. Ilarry.”

S. ADDISON WHITE, :
Chairman of Com, on Enrolled Bills,

On motion of Mr. Branch, it was

Ordered, Thal five hundred copies of the, act, entitled “an
act supplementary to.an act establishing a gengral land office in
the republic of Texas,” be printed for the use of this house.

A message was received from the senate, by Mr. Stickney,
with a bill providing for the survey and sale of Galveston Isl-
and, and all other Islands in the republic, which was passed in
the scnate in place ofthe bill for the same object which was lost.

Also, annommcing the concurrence of the senale in the a-
mendments made by the house to the bill for licensing retailers

of liquors and others,
The bill for.the survey and sale of Galveston Island, &c.,

was taken up and read. }

On motion of Mr. Allen of Nacogdoches, the 5lst rule,
was suspended and the bill put on its second reading,

On motion of the same the latter clause of the third sec-
tion; appropriating one fourth of the proceeds to the payment
of the civil list, was stricken ont and the following inserted:
“and one fourth shall be paid into the treasury of the republic,
to be paid out only for the redemption of the promissory notcs
of the government, contemplated to be issued by a law previ-
ously passed by this congress.” . »

Mr. Ganf moved that ten dollars be paid as the minimum
price per acre of lands to be sold under this act, which was re-
jected.

! A message was received from the senate, by senators Ro-
bertson and Somervell, announcing that the senate had dispatch-
ed the business before them, and were ready {o adjourn without

day.
7 A message was sent (o the senate informing that body that
the house will be ready te adjourn <o soon ag it shall bave acted

on the Galveston Island bill.
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The scnate returned for answer, “that so soon as the house
shall be ready to adjourn, the senators will meet the repres2n-
tatives in their hall for a final adjournment of the two houses.”

The 51st rule was then further suspeaded, and the bill pro-
viding for the survey and sale of Galveston Island, &c., was
read a third time, and amended, and passed.

The house then adjourned wntil 10 o’clock on Tuesday morn-
ing, to give time for enrolling bills.

1 o’crock, Tuespay MoRrsimag,
June 13th, 1837. §

The house met pursuant to adjournment.

Mpr. Allen of Nacogdoches, by lave, introduced a bill sup-
plementary to the act entitled “an act sapplementary to an act
entitled an act establishing a general land office, &c.”

The bill having been read the first time,

On motion of Mr. White the 5lst, rule of the house was
suspended, and the bill read a second time.

On motion of Mr. Allen of Nacogdoches the rale was fur-

ther suspended, and the bill read = third time, and passed, and
sent to the senafe,
e O tion of Mr: Arnold the bill from the senate, author-
izing the president to order the forcesinto the field, or to call out
the militia, to protect the frontiers, was taken up on its second
reuding, -

Mr. Branch submitted the following substitute,

Be ¢t enacted, That the president be, and he is hereby, au-
authorized to order out forthwith such a portion of the militia as
he may think proper, for the beiter protection of the frontier:”
which was adopted, and the bill read a third time,and passed.

On motion of Mr. Allen of Nacogdoches, it was

Resolved, That the thanks of this house be given to the
Speaker, for the able and impartial manner in which he has
conducted the business of the house,

Mr. Bakerof Austin from the committee on the judiciarys
to whom was referred the president’s message of the 10th inst.
{'ecux.nmending the authorizing the district judges to call courts

in cr~1minal cases, and in their absence from the district, to at~
thorize the chief justice of each county to call and hold courts
in criminal cases,” reported verbally.
. »"‘That the committee deemed the proposed measure uncon-
stitutional, and asked that the committee be discharged fromits
firther consideration;” which was agrecd to,
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Mr. Baker of Austin from the same commiitee, to whom had
been referred sandry petitions for divorces, reported verbally,
that therc was not sufficient evidence adduced in the several
cases to warrant the action of the house, and recommended that-
the petitions and documents be returned to the several appli-
cants, and asked that the committee be discharged from the fur-
ther consideration: which was agreed to.

Mr. Allen of Milam, from the committee on the statc ofthe*
vepublic, returned sundry documents which had been referred
o that committee.

Mr. Branch from the committee of claims and accounts]
to whom was referred the petitions of B. R. Whitecomb and
A. Washington, and Handy and Lusk,

B REPORTED:

“That they have not been able to obtain the information
necessary to enable them to judge of the merits of the pelitions,”
and asked leave to retarn the petitions of the house.

On motion of Mr. White, it was upanimously

Resolved, That the thanks of  the house be tendered to the
revercnd W, W. Hall, for the pious and devoted manner in
which he has discharged the daties of chaplainto this house.

On motion of Mr. Branch, it was unanimously

Resolved, That the thanks of the house be tendered Lo the
clerks and officers of the house, for the ability and promptness
with which they have discharged the dutics of their respeclive
offices. N
A message wag received from the senate, by Mr. Farish,
ibeir engrossing clerk, announcing the passage by that body of
the bill supplementary to theactentitled #an act supplementary
to the actentitled an actestablishinga generalland office, &c.”

On motion of Mr. Allen of Nacogdoches, it was

Ordered, That o committee of two be uppointed to notify
ihe president that,if he has no farther business to communicate’

to it, the house is ready to adjourn.
The Speaker appointed Messrs. Allen of Nacogdoches, and

Branch, the committee,

Mr. White, from the commitiee on enrolled bills, reported
the following ncts as having been approved and signed by the
president, viz:

1st. “Anact to raise a revenue by direct taxation.”
2d. “An act to authorize the president to call out the mi-
litia.”
3d, “An act supplementary to an act entitled “an act
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“ supplementary to an act entitled an act cstablishing a general
land office, &c.”
Mr. Allen of Nacogdoches, from the committee appoin-
ted to wait on the president,
REPORTED:
That they had performed that duty, and that the president
‘had no farther business to communicate to congress at ils pre-
sent session, bat that he would wait on the two houses, in a few
minates, for the purpose of taking leave of them.
The senate was then invited into the hall, and the honora-
ble members accommodated with seats in front of the chair.
At 4 o'clock, A. M., his excellency the President was re-
ceived by the two houses, in joint session, io whom he delivered
a valedictory address.
The two houses of congress then adjourned sine dic.






