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JOURNAL 

" r -"-' 
IN .. put~¢',tbC~.e:f~ltilla.tit'ii16f ~iie,l>~esident, 

'beatIng dJltem'ct~,l,Qt!l ,~lf.y ofAugtrstf~U~rp6, the 
members €;lect m1lt '~ tOO HaJI 'of .the HoiJse~6l;.~Pr.e. 
sent[tuves 10 t1ltl Capitol, at the City of Houston; on the 
twenty-fifth day of September, A. D. one thousand 
eight bundred and th.irty~sevell, and of the Republic the 
second. , 

At 12 o'clock, meridian, the members having been 
called to <'>rde!' by the derk, only.twenty were foulld to 
be present; twenty-two being the number required to 
make a constitutional quorum. 

On lllotion of Mr. Rusk. the inembers adjo'lrned untii 
to-morrow at 10 o'clock, A. M. 

TUESDAY, SEPT. 26, 1~7. 

The House met pursuant to adjournmen+.,., 
The House was called to order by the chirlf. 
On ~otion of 1\[r. Rowe, l'tlr. Cazley'ivas called to 

the cllait'. " 
The metribets 'beipg called by ci:ninties, it was as

certained that only twenty-one members were present. 
The :-3ergeant~at-Arms ,vas sent in quest of some absent 
members, whQ were understood to have arrived in the 
city. !'io other members being found, on motion ot 
Mr. Gant, the House,adjourned until 3 o'clock, P. M. 
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THREE O'OLOCK., p. M. 

The House met pursuant to adjournment: twenty
three members present. 

On motion of 1\1r. Jones, of Brazoria, the proclama
,Lion of the President, calling the extra 8ession of Con
gress, was read. 

On motion of Mr. Brush, the credentials of the mem
'bers elee(, Were handed to the Clerk; when it appeared 
that the following members were present, viz: 
From the County Bexar, Wm. IL Palton. 

" Brazoria, Pat. C. Jack. 
Anson Jones. 

Colorado, Wm. Menifee. 
Harrisburg, Thos. J. Gazeley. 
J aekson, Gen. Sutherland. 
Jasper, Samuel S. Le"is. 

" " ,c,.'{~~ • .J9IldJrigsby., 

:;~:;';t:~!~:;.:, 
!' ,'" , ' ' "Ed. Burleson. 

Milam, -- Walker. 
Matagorda, Thos. Hardiman. 
Nacogdoches, Thos. J. Rusk. 

" -- Douglass. 
" Refugio, EThanah Brush. 

Sabine, W m. Clark. 
San Augustine, Joseph Rowe. 

" , Charlton Thompson. 
Shelby, John English. 

" William Pierpont. 
Washington, W. W. Gant. 

" W.W.Hill. 
On motion of Mr. Rusk, Mr. Jones, of Victoria, who 

.was present; but whose certificate of ejection, as he 
"stltl:ed, was sent by mml, and had not arrived, was al
loWed to take his seat as a member . 

.,r,';Jai!k moved that the Hou8e now proceed to the 
!!~tiOiJ '6f,'a:Speaker. Mr. Gailt submitted the fullow
i~i~~luti<!l\i 'Which was acce~d by Mr. Jack; and 
belllg IIm"!'ded,; on the sugsestlOn of Mr. Rusk, WaS 

'adol>t~ '"i,'-- , , '-
, Ruoi;eit; Thai'tire House' proceed to eleet a Speaker 
for the present e"tte. session of Congress. 



Mr. Jones, of Brazoria, 'fIId J\~r. ;\Ienifee wep! ap-
pointed tellers. '. 

J[r. Branch nominated Mr. Rusk, as Speaker. Mr. 
Rusk declined the nomination, 'and it was withdrawn 
0Y'the mover. . . 

J\lr. Gaut nominated Mr. Br#lcll. 
Mr. Rusk nominated Mi. UO\V". "'f 

Mr. J ,,-ck nomi~a(ed ?ft. Menifee. 
A ballot was then taken, and it appea.ted Mr. Rowe, 

had Uvotes, Mr. BratTch 8, and Mr. Menifee (;! the' 
nomination of 1\lr. MenilCe, wl,ts wit,hdrawn,by Mr.,1llck: 

A second ballot was' theat3.ken, and Mr. Rowe re
ceivcd 12, and !\Ir. Bran,C-b ~ec<iived'l1 votes: Mr. 
Rowe was. declared quly elec~d, Speaker, and was con
d,ucted,to the ehairby~,eSsr~. Jones, of B~~oria, and 
Menifee"l!-Qd,.,tJw oath,'?£. office was .. adnnnlstered to 
him by ,I~<¥l,1liIt~roon, J:>ne of the J \1 stIces of the Peace 
for the courity ornarris'hnrg: tlie other members were 
then sworn by the Speaker. 

On motion of Mr; Brush, the House then proceeded 
to the election of a Chief Clerk., 

Mr. Brtlsh nominflted the late clerk, Wm F. Gray. 
Mr. Rusk nominated John M. Shreve. , ' 
lIlr. Cunningham and Mr. Jones were app0inted tel

lers. On cOlonting the ballot, Mr. Shreve had 15 votes, 
lIfr. Gray 8 \,otcs, and there was one blank. Mr. 8hreve 
being duly elected, was sworn into office. 

On motion of Mr. Branch, the House then proceeded 
to the election of Assistar.t Clerk. 

Mr. Jones, of Brazoria, nominated E.M. W. Rice, and 
Mr. Rusk nominated F. R. Lnbbock. On cuunting the 
baUot,-l\lt. Lubbock had 11; votes, and !\Ir Rice' had 9 
vote", . Mr.' Lnbbock ~vas declared duly elected, ,and 
sworn mto office. ;', ;,' 

011 motion of Mr. Branth. the Housep¢J.\lleded to 
,the election of a Serge&nt-at-,Artns.' "" ' 

~,Ir. Branch nominated,~he latesergeant-at-arms, Mr. 
~tratton.' ,'..",' , ' ' 

l\Ir. Rusk nominated Mr Hunt. 
On counting the ballot, 1\[r. Stratton had 15 "otes, and 

Mr. Hunt had 9 voles: 1\Ir Stratton was declared duly 
elected, apd s~orn into office. 

, 11" 
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On motion of Mr. Branch, the' House proceeded to 
the election of Door-keeper: 

Mr. Branch nominated the late door-keeper, Mr. John
son. 

Mr. Rusk nominated Mr. White. 
On counting the ballot, Mr. Johnson had 12 votes, and 

White had 12 votes. On the ballot being re-taken, the 
vote stood for Johnson 13, White 10, blank 1: Mr. 
Johnson was declared duly elected, and sworn into of
fice. 

On motion of Mr. Gant, Thomas Green was nomina
ted Engrossing Clerk: elected without a ,livision of the 
Honse, and sworn into office. 

Mr. Gazley moved that the House appoint Mr. Mat
thews Chaplain of the House of Representatives. The 
Speaker decided the motion to be out of order. 

]\[r. Gant then moved that the Honse proceed to tbe 
election of Chaplain. ,', 

Mr. Jack ~~t,he>"~~~<. Brosb followed 
Mr~J,~I..i:ili ~ of:tbemoli.m; Mr., Rusk fuIlowed 
Mi-. Brush; in support.()fthe motion; when, 
'. On m.oti",;, ()f Mr. jones, ,of Brazoria, the House ad
journed till 10 o'clock to.morrow. 

WEDNESDAY, SEPT. 27, lS3~. 
The House, lJlet pursuant to adjournment: the jour

nal of the preceeding day being read, 
Mr. Rusk presented Mr. Lumpkin, the ll\ember elect 

from Houston, and.moved that. he. should be permitted 
to take his seat. The vote beil)g take,", he was allowed 
to take his seat, and sworn in.\o,ojfiqe.. , 

A message was received 'from the SeDate; informing 
the House that they were organized and,ready to pro
ceed to business, and had elected the following officers: 

S. H. Everitt, President pro tern. 
A. Robertson, Chief Secretary. 
;.M..8eyy, Assistant Secretary. 
,Qscar Farish, Engrossing Clerk. 
E. L. Stickney, Enrolling Clerk. 
A,. M. Tampkins, Reporter. 
'1\;. T: B~er~.Segeant~at-Arms. . 
j~G. Wilkmson, ))<lbr-keep.er. 
Mr. Gazley lDoved tbat a. committee of two be ap-
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pointed to wait upon the Senate, and inform them that 
this House is now organized and ready to proceed to bu
siness. Messrs. Gazley and Branch were appointed said" 
committee. 

A mess~ge was received from the senate, informing 
the House, that they had appointed a committee to act 
in conjunct.ion with a committee of the House, to wait 
upon h is Excellency the President, and inform him that 
the two Houses of Congress are organized and ready to 
receive any communications he may have to make them. 
Mr. Gant, Mr. Jones, of Brazoria, and Mr. Thompson 
were appointed said committee. 

lVIr. Branch moved that the committee appointed to 
wait on the President, bave leave of ahsence to carry 
their duties into eflect: adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Rusk, the House adjourned till::: 
o'clock P. M. 

THREE O'CLOCR:, P. M. 

The HOllse met pursuant to adjournment. 
Mr. Gaul, Ii'om the committee to wait on the Presi-' 

dent, reported that the committee ha\'e discharged that 
duty, and being informed by the President, that hc will 
make a communiootion to Congress, to-morro\\-~ morn
ing at 10 o'clock 

Mr. Gai,t asked leave to introduce the following 
resolutIon; granted: 

Rc,,,,/t:,,d, That committees of five members each, be 
appointed hy the Speaker, on the following suhjects, as 
the Standing Committees of the House, to wit: 

On Privileges and Elections. 
" \Vays ami ~leans. 
" Public Lands. 
,. Post Office and Post Roads. 
" Judiciary. 
" Inilian Affllirs. 
.. Military Affairs. " 
u N ,H'tt1 .' " 
" Foreign Relations. 
" SI;:tc nfthe Repuelic. 
" Cbi,as and Accounts. Adopted. 

Mr. Branch introduced a resolution, that a Standing 
Gommittee of five be appointed by tbe Speaker, on 
County Boundaries: adopted. 



8 

On motion of Mr. Branch, the House adjourned till 10 
o'clock, to-1ll0rrow morning. 

THURSDAY, SEPT. 28, 1837. 
The House met pursuant to adj(mrnrnent. 
The Journal of the preceding day being read, the 

Speaker informed tbe House, that he had appointed the 
following Standing Committees: 

Co)IMITTEES. 

Privileges 
Jones, of Brazoria, 
Pierpont, 

and Elections. 
Menifee, 
English, 

Thompson, 
Trays and "'lfeuns. 

Gazley, 
Lumpkin. 

Menifee, 
I'ierpont, 
Douglass. 

Post Q.fIku'atll Po,; ROaJ •. 
Gazley, 
Hill, 
Burleson, 

Jack, 
Branch, 
Gazley, 

Thompson, 
Hardiman, 
Walker, 

Douglass, 
English, 
Pierpont, 

Burleson, 
Rnsk, 
Hill, 

it)lsk, 
B)lr!eson,. 
CUnningham, 

Judiciary. 

Baker, 
Clarke. 

Gant, 
Rusk. 

Public Land •. 
Branch, 
Grigsby. 

Claimt and Acc",,,,t •• 
Sutherland, 
Jack. 

Indian Affairs. 
Lumpkin, 
Walker. 

Military Affair •• 
Patton, 
Jones, of Victoria. 



Jones; 'of Austin, 
GrigsbY 
Brush: ' 
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NaVtJl Affair •• 
Sutherland, 
Hardiman. 

Foreign Relations. 
Branch, 
Cunningham, 
Clarkc, 

Douglass, . 
Gant. 

StiLle 'if the Repuhlic. 
Hardiman, 
Jones, of Brazoria~ 
Lewis, 

Baker, 
Patton. 

County Boundaries . 
Baker, 
Brush, 

I Jones, of Austin, 

.ranes, .of Victoria. 
Lewis.' 

Mr. Rusk I!lO\'cd, that nil papers <!oncerning subse
quent elections, be referred t.o tIle Committee on Privi
leg~s and Elee! ions: adopted. 

rtlr. Rusl, ofler~d the following resolution, and the 
rule of the House being suspcuded, it was adopted: 

Resolved, That the ticcretary of the Treasury be re
quired to communicate to this House, what quantity of 
Land Scrip has been issued and authorized to be sold: 
when, and by whom, issued: in what quantities: ho,<" 
much has been sold: by whom: at what price; and 
what payments have been marle: what monies (if any) 
have ·been received; and what disposition has been 
made of them: what persons are now the agents for 
the sale of ."rip, together with copies of the bonds, cor
respondence wit.h, aldd instructions to agents, which 
may be on file in his office, 011 this subJect. 

lIlr. Gant offered a resolution, amending the rules of 
last Congress. for conducting business in tbe House of 
Representatives, after an amendment offered by Mr. 
Rnsk, so as to read tbus : 

Rcso/ced, That the House adopt,;,s Standing Uules 
for conducting business in the Hnll~e of Representatives, 
the rules of the !:Ist Con:;ress, I'XCppt the 3d, 40th and 
58th rules; and that the ,,;5th role be so amended as to 
read thus: after commitment and report thereof to the 
House, or at any time before its passage, a bill may be 
amended: rul" sus penoed and adopted. 
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Mr. Gant offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That a standing committee of two members 

be appointed, to act as a committee on enrolled bills, 
on the part of the House, and that a committee of three 
he appointed to contract for the printing of such docu
ments as may be ordered by the House. Adopted. 

!lIessrs. Jones, of Brazoria, and Branch composed tbe 
committee on enrolled bills; and 1IIessr.. Gazley, 
Brush, and Thompson composed the last committee. 

IIIr. Thompson moved that the House go into an 
election of a Reporter at ten o'clock to-mormw. Mr. 
Bnlllch opposed the motion. Messrs. Thompson, 
Itusk, und Gant followed in snpport of the mol ion. 
Adopted. 

It communication ,vas read from II. A. Allsburv, 
contesting the seat of 11ft-. Patton in the lIouse. Mr. 
Ru,k supported the validity of IIlr. Pattoll'S seat. Mr. 
Brauch moved to refer 1t to the committee on Privileges 
und Elections; . Adopted.. . 

Resolution offered by Mr. Branch: 
Reso/wi, That the Chief Clerk of the House of R~p

r~sentnti\'es be, and he is hereby authorizud to procure 
whatever stationery may be Necessary for the use of 
1 he. House, anrl also a suitable room in this House for 
the safe keeping of his papers, and I),e transaction of 
busincs~. Adopted. 

The Presidtnt's message ,vas rcceiy~d from the 
Senate with it request tbat it be returned so soon as 
read. On the message being read, Mr. Jones, of Brll
~oria., moved that tbe request of the Senate be complied 
witb, which \\'as adopted. 

Resolution offered by 1\rr. Rusk: 
Resol""t, That n committee of three be appointed hy 

the House, to join such committee, as Illay ue appoinl"d 
011 the part of the Senate, t" enquire into tbe propriety 
of selecting a site, upon 'which to locate permanently 
tbe scat of GovernlllPnt of this Hepuhlic. Adopted. 

~Iessrs. Husk, Durlc,oll, mHl 2\Icni"'e were appointed 
saId eomn1l\tec. 

Hesn]ulion bv Mr. Jones: 
Resolv,r!, That so much of.tbe President's message 

'l;:relates to the boundary. between 'l'exas and the 
Lmten States, be referecl to the committee on Foreign 
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Relatiolts; and so much as relates to the Land Office, 
be referred to the committee on Public Lands, ordered 
to lie on the table. 

Resolution by l\{r. Gan!: 
IlBsolverI, That the committee on printing be author

ized to procure th" printing of three hundred copies of 
the communication just received from the President of 
the Republic, for the use of the House. Lost. 

On motiou of !'vIr. Hardiman, the House adjourned 
till 3 o'clock P. M. 

TlfE.EE O'CLOCK, P. M. 

The House met pursuant to adjournment. 
Mr. Gant asked I{'ave to introduce a bill, which was 

granted, "entitled a bill, to repeal the act incorporating 
the Texas Rail Hoad, Navigation and Banking Com
pany:" passed its first· read ing. !\Ir. Rusk tnoved to 
suspend· the rule of the House, and that the bill be 
suhmitted to a select committee. Mr. Gant opposed 
the suspension of the rule, with a few remarks, and wa. 
folIowed by Mr. Rusk in support of tLe suspension. 
The rule was suspended. lIfr. Jones. of Brazoria, 
moved, it be referred to a select committee of five 
memhers. Messrs Jones, of Bmzoria, Jack, Gazley, 
Rusk and Thompson were nominated the committee. 

Mr. Gazley moved a committee of three be appoin
ted to proe Lire rooms for the use of the committees. 
lIfessrs. Gazley, Cunningham and 'l'hompson were 
appointed the committee. 

On motion of .Mr. Jones, of Brazoria, the House' 
adjourned until 10 o'clock to-morrow morning. 

FRIDAY MORNING, SEPT. 29, 1837. 
. The Honse met pursuant to adjournment. The 
Journal of the preceding day being read, Mr. Hardi
man asked leav,; to be excused from serving on the 
committee fOr printing, granted; and. Mr. Brush was 
appointed on said committee. ' 

Mr. Rusk presented a petition, claiming damages on 
goods lost :It the mouth of the Brazos, on the sehr. 
Santa Anna, from R. };. Handay & Wm. Lusk, which 
was read and referred to the committee on claims :lnd 
accounts. 

Mr. Rusk presented a petition from .Mr. Billingsly 
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which was referred to the committee on Privileges and 
Elections, without being read. 

Mr. Jones, chairman of the committee on Privileges 
and Elections, made the following report: 

The Committee on privilegps and elections, to whom 
waS referred a communication from H. A. Allsbnry, 
protesting on behalf of himself and the citizens of the 
county of Bexar against the election of Col. ,V m. H. 
Patton, have had the same under consideration, and 
respectfully beg leave to report: 

That no evidence has been adduced before us to 
substantiate the /ilCt, that there was any illegality in 
the manner of holding the election for Representatives, 
or that it was influenced by fraud or force; but that on 
the contrary it was freely admitted, that so f:~r as Mr. 
Patlon was concerned, he used his beilt exertions at the 
polls to prevent either. As regards the 'lue,tjen of six 
months' previous residence in the COUl]ty as requirEd by 
the Constitution; it appears that Mr. Patton removed 
to Bexar in 1835, that he pUl~chased .property there 
and commenced planting; thus becoming domiciliated 
in that county. 

The advallce of the enemy drove him from his home 
in the spring of 1836. Since which time· he has been 
usefully, honorably and constantly employed in the 
public service, and returned to Bexar so soon as ·his 
public duties permitted, and has resided"there up to tbe 
time of the election. Your committee are therefore of 
opinion that Col. Patton is duly and constitutionally 
elected a Representative of the people of Bexar in this 
general Congress. , 

The committee have also had under consideration 
the credentials of Mr. John J. Linn, and bel! leave to 
report, that Mr. Linn has a regularly autlienticated 
certificate of election, as Representative from the Hon. 
John iVl'Henry, Chief Justice of the c,"unty of Victoria; 
and that in accordance with the usage of the House, he 
is entitled to his seat until tbe contrary is made to 
appear; all of which is respedfu lly submitted, 

Signed, Al\SOl\ JOl'.'ES, 
C4airma." <1 the Committee 0" 

.. " Privileges and ElcClimu. 
Mr. Gazley moved that the t:epnrt be concurr. ed in. 

Adopted." .., ' 
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Mr. Linn, the RepresentatiYe elect from Yietori", was 
sworn and took hi. seat. 

Resolution offered by Mr. Jones. 
Resohed, That the Clerk be authorized to procure lor 

the use of the members of this House, five hundred 
copic, of each number 'of the Tclegrn ph, during the 
present session of Congress: adopted. 

Resolution offered by Mr. G ant. 
Resolved, That the 'Honse adopt the joint rules and 

orders fur conducting business between the two Houses 
that were adopted by the first Congress: adopted. 
, Resolution offered by Mr. Ru~k. 

Resolvtd, That the committee on privileges and elec
tions, be required to 'report at as early a day as prac
ticable upon the credentials of the diflerent members of 
this House, and, tbat they' present a statenient of the 
number of'votes' received by the different candidates, 
so far as the same can be made to appea.r fram the 
returns of the election; and also the names of the 
individuals contesting seats in the House:, adopted. 

Resolution offered by Mr. Burleson. . ' 
Resal<ed, That the, reporter now to be elected, be 

elected for th" extra eession only, and that htl be 
allowed the same pay., as 'isal16'Wed the Chief Clerk of 
the Hous.i of Repretentatives:' adopted. , 

ResolUtion offered by MI'. Joues, of Brazoria. 
ResQZ,:ed, That the committee on Nayal Affairs be 

instructed to call'on the Secretary of that department 
fe,r information respecting the present situation of our 
Navy; and enquire into the expediency of an imme
di.ate increase of the same, with a'yiew to the defence 
of our co"ast and c~)lnrnerce, a.nd as a menns of carrying 
()l} offensive operatlOns against Mexico: adopted. 

The speaker informed the House that he had'before 
him a communication tram the Secretary of State, rel
ative to elections, and wished to know 'What dispashion 
the House'would make of it. On mqtlon of Mr. Rusk, 
it waS refclTed to the committee on privileges and 
elections. 

The following joint resolution was received from the 
~enate : 

Resolv,rI, bV the Sen ale and HOllse '!f Rep,."entatives '!f 
the H'public qf l'cxns, That the operation of a law, 

2 



entitled .the Land Law, passed the last session of 
Congress, by which the Land Olliccs are to be opened 
on th,,' 1st day of the ensuing October, be, and is 
hereby s'lspended until further action of Congress on 
the subject, which was amended by 1\fr. Branch, so ao 
to read thus: Resolved, I>y the Senate and Home 4' Jlepre
.. entati"es 0/ the Republic 0/ TexaJ, i" COI!gress assembled, 

'That so much of an a~t, entitled "an act supplemen-
,Iary to an act, establishing a general Land OIlice for 
the Repnblic of Texas." Passed 22d of December, 
1536, as provides for the opening of a Land Office on 
the 1st day of October, 1837; alId .for the appointment 
of officers under said law, be, and the same is hereby 
suspended nntil the further' 'aetign of Congress. The 
rule of the House being suspended, the resolution 
passed to its third reading, and was adopted. 

Mr. Gazley nominated )[1". Sample as reporter to the 
House, and the~e heing no opposition, he was declared 
duly e1eeted.lolnd ~worn,in):~ olli9,e,. 

On moti,;mpf Mr. Gazley th~ JIous,\ adjourned till 
3 o'clock P. M . 

• FR1DAY, SEPTEMBER 29, 1837, 3 O'CLOCK P. M. 
'fhe House met p!!l"snant to adjournment. 
Resolntion offered by Mr. Douglass. 
Rc.'ob;ed, That the Chief Clerk of the Honse be 

instructed . to 'call on the Secretary of State; and 
"btain from him thirty-five copies of the acts pf the 
last Congress of the Republic of Texas, lor the use 
.of the House: adopted. ' 

Resolution offered by )'fr. Gant. 
Resorvcd, That the commissioner of the General Land 

Office he instructed to furnish the House, gf Rcpre
,cntatives, as soon as practicahle, inlgrmation as tg what 
"aorts he has made to procure the survey books, papers, 
Clod "cher docnments, relating to the land titles of the 
Republic; and to what ""'<tent he has succeeded:' 
Oldopted. . 
. Resolution offered hy lIir, Douglass. 

Rcsoh;,d, That a committee of five be appointed to 
,\raft and repl<lrt a hill for the pnrpose of repealing the 
present Tarift Laws: adopted. 

:r.f'lssrs.. D?'ltIlass, Sutherl~ljd, Thompson, Lumpkin, 
,nel C\lnn~ghal\l were apporn!ed ~aid committee. 
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The Joint nesolutiOn for the suspension of the Land 
Laws, and the resolution appointing a committee «> 
.elect a site for' the seat of Government, were received 
from the Senate, as amended by the Honse, with their 
concurrence. 

Resolution offered by Mr. Cunningham. 
ResolU:d, That a committee of five be apFointed 10 

revise and amend an act, entitled "an act to raise 
a revenue hy direct tax," passed by the Congress oj 

the Republic of Texas, at its last session: adopted. 
Messrs. Cunningham, Grigsby, Walker, Hill, and 

Lewis were appointed said committee. 
lIfr. Cunningham moved that the name of Mr. LinT! 

be inserted in the place of Mr. Jones, of Victoria, Oll 

the standing committees: adopted. 
Mr. Hardiman moved that Mr. Rusk he added to the 

committee on Naval Affairs: adopted. -
On motion of ~lr. Branch, the House adjourned 

until 10 o'clock to-morrow morning. . -
The following is the President's message, rec€lVcd 

on the 28th of September, 1837. 

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, I 
REPUDLIC OF TEXAS. 5 

To the. Senate !l1id H01t>e of Repre ... rtative.s: 
GENTLFlMEN: Circumstances involving important in

terest to the country, have induced the call of a ~pecial 
session of Congress, which subjects will require your 
attenlion and profound deliberation; the frequent call 
of extrabrdinary se.~ions is to he deprecated, .and would 
have been avoided on the present occa3ion, especially, 
as the annual session of Congress will occur so soon; 
but the necessity of your present meeting could not he 
so well anticipated by any future action of yonr honor
able body, as. it can at the present ffiOJ;nent. 

At the last session of Congress, provision was made 
for the appointment of a' commissioner to run the line 
he tween the Government of the United Swtes and 
Texas; this measure ·was based so as to correspond 
with measures which have been adopted on the part of 
tile Government of the States; it was nevcrthe les~ 
deemed satisfactory as to its correctness; and ha~ subse
'Iuently been verified, us will be shown to your honor. 
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aole body, by documents which will be referred tur 
your considemtion. 

The bnJ law which was passed by the last Congres" 
of the It'opublic of Texas, an,1 which was desigHcd to 
tltke pffi,et on the first day of October next, could nol 
go into operation without- (:ouflicting with subjects too 
important t'J be disregarded, inasmuch as some of the 
land districts wOlll,luccessarily fall witliin that scetioH 
of country ovcr wl,ich the UlIitcd States have for some 
years ex~rciscd civil jurisdiction; but over which there 
]s no doubt, that the Government of Texas, so soon a~ 
the limits of each country are defined, will be mani
festly entitled, to t.he civil, as well as the political juris
diction thereof. It is to be deplored that so soon aE 
measures had been adopted by the Government of 
the United States, on this subject, that the Govern
ment of Texas was not apprised of the fact, or its 
agents near t!Ia.! Government, u,ntil the 17th of June 
last, when -acotn~was:mado to uur agent; - by 
the H<Jnorable Secretary -of State, _ for the first _ time, of 
the- desires bf that Government. _ ' -

Although authority was given to the Executive of 
Texas, to appoint a cOll1ini~siouer for the purpose of 
running the line, in accord"nce with stipulations long 
since existing, yet no appointment has been made, for 
the reason that no satistactory intelligence had reached 
this Government, in relation to tbe course which the 
Governmel)t of the United States might wish tQ pursue. 
1»0 time had been lost in communicating to our Minister 
at Washington City, the course which had been adop
ted "-t the last session of Congress. As -early as the 4th 
of Augusl last, a special communication was made 
upon that subject, by onr Minister. ,We are advised, 
that he had received no response to his communication; 
it is to be IlOped as the Congress of the United States is 
now in session, that tho subject of tl", boundary linu 
will claim the prompt action of that Goycmment, and 
that such measures will he adopted by its fuuctionaries 
as will lead to a speedy terminatiun of the subject, and 
obviate all such embarrassments, as might result fi-Olll 

its further procrastination. Nothing, I feel confiden1, on 
the part of this Government, will be omitted, which 
can eonduce ttl -tbe. amicable adjustments of a mat. 
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tel' desirable and importam to the two countri.;,. A; 
the land law which has been referred to, is necessa
rily connected with this subject, it will be for the hon
orable Congress to determine what modifications or 
revisions may be proper for adoption. 

The period at which the annual session of Congress 
will take place being so near at hand, it is presumed 
that the present session will not adjourn previous to 
that time; therefore, I have abstained from submitting 
any other subjects for" the present, other than those 
which induced the call of the present session. At the 
commencement of the next session, the Executive will 
have it in bis power to present to Congress, the situa
tion of the country generally, and to submit subjects 
connected immediately with the defeni!e of the nation, 
and its financial resources, tor their action. 

Whilst we invoke the continuance of favors which 
have been conferred upon us by an Almighty Bei'ng, 
and render to him our gr<11eful homage, let us rem~m-, 
ber, that the important trusts in which we ore placed, 
demand of us nncea~ing exertions to defend and pre
setve our independence; by our united efforts, to pro
mote the happiness of our constituents, and the pros
perity' and glory of our country. 

(Signed,) SAlIi HOUSTON. 
City of Houston, Sept. 2[}, 1837. 

SATURDAY, SEPT. 30, 1837. 

The House met pursuant to adjonrnment. 
The journal of the preceding day being read, 
Mr. Rusk presented a communication from the Secre-

tary of the Navy: ordered to lie on the table. , 
Mr. Jones, Chairman of the Committee on Privilege, 

and Elections, made the following report: \ 
To the Han. the Speaker if the House if Represene"/",,,. 

The Committee on Privileges and Elections, most 
respectfully beg leave to report, that there are a num
ber of contested elections; Ulld the principles of tlw 
elections depend entirely all the question, whetber regu
larly enlisted soldiers nrc authorized to vote or not? 

2" 
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and whether soldiers f>lrloughed for a time, or to the end 
of their' term of service, are allowed or not! Therefore. 
this committee beg leave, that this question be decided 
by the House; we, therefore, oifer the question to we 
House, as a resolution for the purpose of testing the 
question, and submit the following resolution: 

Resolved, That regularly enlisted soldiers are not en
titled to vote. 

Mr. Rusk offered a suhstitute to the resolution, which 
was supported by Messrs. Gant and Lumpkin, and op
posed by Messrs. Branch, Jack and Menifee: the ques
tion being taken, it was rejected. Mr. Branch, Jack and 
Menifee supported the original resolution, and was fol
lowed by Messrs. Rusk, Ga.nt and Lumpkin, in opposi
tion. 

1\1r. Jones moved that the report and resolution be 
concurred in. 

On the Ayes and Noes being called, the vote stood as 
follows: ',' , 

AYEs-Messrs. Branch, Brosh, Clark, Gazley, Grigsc 
by, Hardiman, Hill, Jones, of Brazoria; Jack, Linn, 
Lewis Menifee, Pierpont and Thompson~14. 

NOEs.-Messrs. Speaker, Burleson, Douglass, Eng
lish, Gant, Lumpkin, Patton, Rosk, Sutherland, Walk-
er-10. " , . 

The Speaker declared the report concurred in. 
A me!i:Sage was reqeived from the Senate, informing 

the House, that a joint resolution had passed the Se
nate, authorizing the Attorney-General to purchase cer
tain books for the use of the Government, and requested 
the concurrence of the House. 

On mol ion of Mr. Gant, the House adjourned till 3 
o'clock, P. M. 

THREE O'CLOCK, P. K. 

The House met pursuant to adjournment. 
The committee appointed, to procure committee rooms, 

report, that they have been unable to find but three 
rooms; one of which is occupied by the Chief Clerk of 
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the House; and that the committee occupy the room~ 
alternately, until other arrangements can be made. 

T. J. GAZLEY, Chairman. 
Concurred in. 
Resolution offered by Mr. Jones. 
Resolved, That the following persons shall be ad

mitted to seats within tbe bar of this House, viz: 
The President, Vice-President, the members of the 

Senate, the heads of Departments, with the Attomey
General and Chief Justice; the Commander-in-Chief of 
the Army, the Commander-in-Chief of the Navy, Foreign 
Diplomatic Agents, with their suits: and Ex-Presidents 
and Vice-Presidents of the United &ate~, the Ex-Pre
sident of the Repuhlic of Texas, members .and ex-mem
.ers of the Congress of the United States, ex-members 
of the Cabinet, Ex-Governors of the States and Terri
tories of the United States; and such diootinguished 
strangers as the Honorable the Speaker, or a majority of 
the House, may at any tIme invite; also, all Editors of 
newspapers within the Republic of Texas: adopted. 

Resolution offered by Mr. Sutherland. 
Resolved, That a Special Committee of three be ap

pointed, to inquire into the propriety of laying off a cer
tain section of the country, and reserving the same for 
the locating of Soldiers' Claims; and "that said commit
tee bave leave to report by bill or otherwise: adopted. 

Messrs. Sutherland, Thompson and Patton were ap
pointed said committee. 

Resolution offered by Mr. Patton. 
Resolved, That the ComHlittee on Military Affairs be 

mstructed to call on the Secretary of War, for informa
tion relative to the situation of onr Army, the number of 
officers in service, the number 'under tae pay of the Go
vermnent, the number necessary for the troops in the 
field; and the nnmber of eflective forces in the service, 
and whore stationed: adopted. 

Resolution offered by Mr. Jack. 
Resolved, That a Committee of five be appointed to 

ascertain from the different Heads of Departments, the 
number of officers, civil and military, now in the pay 
and employment of Government-with their pay and 
salaries; alld to report the propriety of reduciug the 
Rumber of such officers: adopted. 
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Messrs. Jack, Gazley, Branch, Linn and Gant were 
"ppointed said committee. 

Resolution offered by I\[r. Jack. 
Re.wlv~rl, That the Door-keeper be authorized to pro

cure suitable seats for the accommodation of tbe body: 
adopted. . 

Mr. Gazley asked leave to introduce a bill relating to 
Elections: granted. Read first lime. 

Resolution oflcred bv Mr; Burleson. 
Resolved, That the Committee on Public Lands, be 

instructed to call on the Secretary of the Treasury, and 
ascertain whether or not the fifty thousand dollars due the 
Republic of Texas, from I\t B. Menard and his asso
ciates, have been paid to this Government; and ifpaid, 
whether or not the payments were made in accordance 
with an act, entitled, an act granting one league and la
bor of land on the east er.d of Galveston Island to M. B. 
Menard and his associates, passed by the last Congress: 
and to report by bill or otherwise. 

On motion of Mr.' Gant, the House adjourned tin 10 
o'clock, on Monday morning. 

MONDAY, 001". 2,183"1. 
The House met pursuant to adjournment. 
The journal of the preceding day being read, 
Mr. Menifee presented a petition from lIfark T. Mitch

ell, praying the grant, of a patent for a brick machine. 
On motion of Mr. Menifee, it was referred to a com

mittee of three. Messrs. Menifee, Hardiman and Su
therland ,vere appointed said committee. 

Mr. Rusk presented a petition from IIfr. Lawrence, 
which, he stated, related to elections. Referred to the 
Committee on Privileges and Elections. 

Mr. Rusk presented various papers concerning Elec
tions, which were referred to the Committee on IJrivi
leges and Elections. 

Mr. Lumpkin presented a memorial from a portion of 
the citil.ens of the County of Houston, praying a reduc
tion of the tatifflaws, Taxes, &c.: referred to the Com
mittee on the State of the Republic. 

Mr. Gazley, Chairman of the Committee On Printing. 
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reporled, tlUlI the Government is indebted to the office 
of the Telegraph, fcn' services allu 1l1a.terial~, to a larg(' 
anl0Unt. The proprietors of the press have informed 
your committee, that ttwy are unable to comply witlI tlle 
requisitions of Con,gre:,s lor the nlllnber of nc\VSpal'l'ff! 
orderctl, and .iob printing, on ilccodnt of pecuniary em
brrrras$rnents; and their inability to procure l1laterials 
\viLiwut a.id from the Government, your eOlILmittec, 
having marIe an estimate of the probabJe expense of 
printing for the present session, and con::;idering the 
amollnt already clue to the office, earnestly recommelld 
an immediate appropriation of one thousa~d dollars to 
the proprietors of the Telegraph, in order that the pro
ceedings of Congress may be disseminated among the 
inhabitants of the cOUlltl·y, as early as possible. 

THO J. GAZLEY, Chairman. 
Concurred in. 
)[r. Jones, of Brazoria, Chairman of the COllimittec 

on Privileges and Electiom, reported, that they bave 
examined the credentials of the different members of 
this Honse, and that the following have regular certiti
cates of election in due form, and authenticated by the 
Chief, or acting Chief Justice of their respective coun
ties, viz: 
From the county of Bexar, \Vm. H. Patton: 

" "Brazoria., Anwn Jones and P. C~ 
Jack; 

Colorado, Wm. Menifee; 
Harrisburg, Tho. J. Gazley; 
J aeksoll, G.eorge Sutherland: 
Jasper, S. S. Lewis; 
Jefler"on, Joseph Grigsby: 
Libertv, E. T. Branch: 

" CVlilam;Wm. Walker; 
Houstoll, Major Lumpkin; 
Matagorda, T. J. Hard,m:l.Il: 
Nacogdoches, T. J. Rusk and Kel

sey H. Donglass: 
Rllbinc, W m. Clarke; 
San Augustine, Joseph Rowe and 

Charllotl Thompeon; 
Victoria, John J. Linn: 



From the county of Mina, Edward Burleson and L. C, 
Cuuningham; 

Shelby, John Endish and Wm, 
Pierpont; -

IVashing1on, \V, \Y, Gant awl \\-. 
W,Hill. 

The returns of elections of the different cOlllJties not 
having been 111,ulc to accompany the certificates of 

t election, your committee are unable to.give a st;;.ternent 
of the votes received in these counties lor the different 
candidates. 

The names of the different individuals conte.ting 
seatg iu this House, are: fur the county of ~ljna, Jessi" 
Billingsly, who claims to be elected in the place of I.. 
e, Cunningham; and Wm. J. Russell, who has gi.en no
tice, that he claims to be elected lor tIle Coulltv of Bra
zoria, in the pbcc of Mr. Jack. Yom C0n1111;ttee have 
a.lso bad under consideration, the returns {i·onl the 
county of Victona, and reporHhat, Mn J. J. I.inli re
ceived eighteen votes, and Mr. Fielding Jones :received 
six votes, a. certifie,l by the Hon. John M'Henry, Chic!' 
Justice of that county; and also, that Mr. Jones received, 
at an election hel,1 at Dimmitt's Point, in said county, 
fifty-four votes, given by soldiers, . and six votes given 
by citizens, all of whieh were rejectet! by the Chief 
Justice of the county, as illegal; your committee are, 
there lore, of opinion, that Mr. J. J. Linn is duly and 
constitutionally elected the representative of the countv 
of Victoria, in this Congress; your committee also r€'
p@rt tbe following returns of elections li)r representa
tives of the depopulated counties, viz: 

Vor the county of Gonzales, A. Ponton has received. 
at the city of H;)Ustoll, live votes, at Lynchburg seven, 
total twelve votes; ancl J. D. Clements has received. 
a't tlle city of Houston, two votes, at Liberty four votes: 
total six; for tbe county of San Patricio, John Turner 
received, at the city of I-Iousron, Olle vote; ana \Vm. 

/. Brenan received, at Victoria, f()Ul' Yotes; for the c~mnty 
of Refugio, E. Brush received, at the city of Houston, 
one yotc, at Victoria five votes, total six yutf'g; awl 
W ffi. ·E. Walker received at Victoria, eight vol~~: vour 
comittce also report, that they lmyc receiw,J a d"ocu
awnt, purportillg to be a return of an el"CliOll. held if! 



the town of Goliad, for a reprr,entative of that counn-, 
whirh gi,-es to F, \V, Thornton, Esq., filUr votes; al(of 
which is respectfully submitted: concurred in. 

Resolution offered by Mr. Lumpkin. 
Resoleod, That the Secretary of the Treasury be re

quirer! to furnish thie House, so soon a s practicable, with 
all the information in Ilis possession, in regard to the 
number and class of v('ssel~ which have, at any time, 
entered the several ports of this Republic, since the 
adopt.ion oC the existing tariff law; their separate and 
aggregate amount of tonnage, together \vith the aggrc
g<Ue amount of goods; when and by whom introduced: 
the amount of' mon81"', (hite, and from whom recei\-ed ~ 
the amount bonded: and when payable; together with 
other information in regard to the operation of said law, 
which he may be ln possession of; and may deem ne-
cc",ary for the u~e ofthis·House: adopted. ' 

flcsolu[;nn ofierBd by Mr Rusk. 
Rc,')!';,), Tb"l ,\lr. 'Y. E. \r alker, from Uefilgio, be 

requcSlecl to come [(WYI.-<1rU, take thA oRth prescribed by 
the COllStitl;l inn: nnd take hi~ seat as it member of thi~ 
Housc: adopted. . 

liesolutio'l oflcwcl bY,\fr. Douglass. 
Re.<olcui, That the :<\'uditor otACCOUllls he reuuited 

to lay bef6n; t.his House, the reason why he has n;filsed 
:0 audit the discharges of the volunteers -who served a 
tour of ,luty untler "tlle comm""d of Captain Mich",'1 
Costly and C"pta.ill George 'W. Je,,'ell: adopted. 

_'h. Junes, of Brazorw., introduced a-joint re:301ntion. 
[dating to lhe siguilJg of Pro11ljs~rn'y l\~otes of this Go. 
'1\'ftltnf:llt. n,t mOlioll of nIl'. Rusk, made the special 
\)rder of tht: day br 'Yedncsday next. 

Joint rc.solLltion from the Senate, authori;~ino' the At
JOi'lH~y-Gen~-'ral tu purchase 'ecrtaill books for the use of 
the Government: rcad the fIrst time. 

Bill rclatiEg to eleetions: rc"d the second time, and 
"DHlmilled to a Committee of the whole House, AIr. 
Branch iH the chair: the committee rose, reported pro

:.UE':;;S, awl uskeil Ie:l\'c to sit again: granted. 
~1r. C un~lilJgl){ltll [tskeJ lcaye to introduce a bill 

(granted) rC~;ltirJ6 to the Land La:w: read hr~t time. 
On motion of Mr. Gazlcy. the House adjourned till 

:\ o'dnclc • P. ;\1. 



The House met pursuant to adjo\lfnment. 
Mr. Thompson asked ICllve to intro,loc8 rr bill, [C

'Joiring the Auditor to audit clxim;; of deceased persons: 
read tirst time. 

Mr. Cunningham asked leave to introduce a bill, lay
ing ofr a road from the town uf MinCl. to Red River: read 
first time. 

Mr. Gazley moved, that the House go into COlTIIIlittee 
of the 'Whole on the bill relating 'to Elections. 

'Mr. Branch in the chair. 
'rhe committee reported the bill fls amended, and 

askeclleave to he dischmged' adopted. 
On motion of J\(r. Rusk, the report wns concurred in. 
1\lr. -Tftck pref.:ented a comrnunicrltion from tl!e Secr~

tary of the Treasury, relating to an apaliment for hI> 
office. 

Resolution offered by Mr. Patton., " 
Resolved, That a com"mittiie ot three, be ((ppointed, to 

to act with such con::rmitte as may be appomted by the 
Senate to make a proper division of the roomg in the 
Capitol: adopted. Messrs. Patton, Burle'son nml Gaz-
ley were appointed said committee. . 

On motion of Mr. Thompson, tbe House adjonrned 
till 10 o'clock to-morrow morning. 

TUESDAY, OCT. 3, 1-"'37. 
The House met pursuant to a(\journment. 
The Journal of the preceding Jay being read, 
",[r. Gazley presentedCl. petition from John Buchanan. 

praying remuneration for ,services remlercd the GOY(rD

lllcnt ad interim: referred to Committee on Claims and 
Accounts. 

Mr. ;\fmlifec presented a petition li"om Elka,,"h BrmlJ, 
protesting against the election of ,V. E. 'Valkor, li'c'lll 
the county of Refugio: reiill'red to the Committee on 
Privileges and Elections. 

The Senate rer\uested leave of the House, to adjourn 
to the room of a SICk metnher: granted. 

Mr. Jones, Chuirman of the Committee on pl"iviief!e. 
and Elections, reported: -
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Thac they have had under consideration, the protest 
of Mr . .' esse Billingsly, and the documents submitted 
thereW;t'J, in substantiation of his claim to the seat noW 
occup;'''' by Mr. Cunningham 

Frr. ,1 tile certificate of the Chief Justice of the county 
of Mill 1, it appears that Mr. Billingsly received sixty 
votes, given by citizens; Mr. Cunningham received 
fifty-lour vote, given hy citizens, and thirteen votes 
given by ranger:::, statiOlwd on the N. Western fronti~r or 
the cou 'try. Aller a laborious investigation of the mat
ter, yo r :omn:!ittee are of opinion, that tlIe qllestioD 
depencL. ('ntirely upon the reception or non-reception of 
the rail ~cr3' votes. Ten of them have ctrtificd, under 
oath, tb"t they have, ncitb"f of them, ever taken the 
oath wh,,:h i,; required of a "oldier who enlists; and that 
they do not consider thcmsplves ."Y('f'u,.'have been en
listed soldiers, hut'vol"nteers afilY. On referente to the 
record, in th" "Var Dcparllnent, however, the names of 
all the i'"Jiv;du:lls apP""f Ilpon tbe rIll!>ter roll of Corn
pany ('" uncler the COl1lillanei of ;\raj(;[ Smith, with the 
elates If ~heir enlistmellt; the person by whom, the 
place "kere, and the time [or whi~h they enlisted, and 

, nearly all are lor during the war, and the halal)ce for 
one year; and their enlistments (at least five of them) 
dly subscribed and sworn to, are on file. 

Witl , this statement of the facts in the case, and re
ferring the House to the memorial accompanying, the 
committee beC( leave to s"bmit the question to their de
termination, giving it as our opinion, that Mr. Billingsly 
,j~·duly dected. 

The committee heg leave to recommend, that this 
H/)use set th~ seal of its unqualified, disapprobation 
again.\ irregularities at elections, and preserve pure thOl 
eacre<f figllt 01" suffrage, by protecting it from all cor
ruptiOir. ",!fbey there/ilfe ~"p~mend, ~at ~he ,DiS!l'ict 
4.ttnmey:lb€ instructed to mstJtute an mqlllry mtO\1lftbe 
conduct of the indiv~li!iLals whose names are subscribed 
to the :tccomp!tO}:'inptidavit, ,,;ho voted at the e1.ectioI\ 
in the Cl>'.mty of1i1l\fln'l~ and wh5', have, c;nntr<1ry to th 
sole ton 'Vc;"lnents of.[oo affidavit which the,- have there 
~ubscribd "".r sworn to, regul"rly enlisl("( and ([lIre" 
the o~t: 'If !!r,li:-::tlofmt; all of YI,-:,ich i~ res:,.:ctfl.llly sub
mitted: ;·dcred '.(1 lif' (~1 the tahle ti:- ,'(l(; iif{~Bt:r1t. 
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Mr. Sutherland, Chairman of the Cm;:r:1iltce to inquire 
into the propriety of laying off cert c l(1 l~ ::'Js fil[ the lo
cating of soldiers' claim.', reportee1 ;';' ,d1: read first 
time. 

Resolution offere,1 by !\Ir. Dougl"", 
Resolved, That the !:lec' clary of ti,,, Trea,ury be reo 

quested to commun ~cate tr, this House, the tot,,1 amount 
of public debls, "' near ao practicable, of military, na· 
val and civil: adupted. 

Resolution oflered hy M,. Rusk . 
.Ji,!Sohed, That L. C. C tnningham he allowed to be 

heard by coumA, at the bar of this House, upon the 
question of his ri~ht to a :- ·~~at; and that he have a right 
to exalIline paper>: adopv d. 

Rewlution offered hy 1\1". Gant. 
RcsoZl'ed, That the Con,mittce or, \Vays and means, 

be instructed to cntl"ire into the exppdiency of making 
all properly authenticated drafts Upl!J.l (he Treasury of 
the ltcpublic of Texas, receivable in the payment of 
dues, of whatever natore soever, to the Government, or 
any officers thereof: adopted. 

Resolution ofiered by Mr. Jones. 
Re.oz"ed, That n, message he despatched to hrill," to 

the bar of this Jlouse, Oliver Jo),es and Joseph Baker, 
... id to be electe d mem Lets of j,; and thar they be re
quired to show cause why, if d"ctcd, they sh;)uld not 
take their seats. 

The ayes and noes beiug euJi.cd for, the vote stood 
thus: 

AVEs-Messrs. Speaker, Gaz1ey, iIardiman, Hill, 
Jones, Jack, Menifee, Pattou and RU3k-9. 

NOEs-Messr?:~ Brau'ch, nUIle~w,n, Clark, Dou::..!bss. 
English, Grigsby, Gnnt, Linn, Lllmpkin, Lewis,'~Pier~ 
pont, Sutherland, Thompson and 'Valker-13: Heso. 
lution lost. 

Resolution or!;_~r(':l by ~1r. :raIdiman, und 3mended 
hy Mr. Jones. • 

R"o/ved, That '" all ('onU ,ted elections before (he 
House, the partir"~ h"vt leave' a be hcard by themselves 
Or by counsel, Of hy klh; adnptcd. 

Mr. Thomp'''n asked lcuve to introilucc " bill 
(granted) relating to persons of color: j",ad the Ii,.,,( (ime. 

Mr. Rusk moved 1:0 disagree to (he f< port of the Com· 
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mittec on Privileges n' ,,-"~ E1cC'tlons, 8\1 t""tr as concerne~ 
the election of :Jlr. elL uing-ha[ 1. 

Resokti"n oflcrcd L' lIlr. 'l':lOmr on. 
lUBOlru!, That the C:"rk of Ille l.'.ouse be despatched 

to the ~~crelary of Ibl \VaT l:epar:menl, and requeBt 
the ;;;<lil~ ::;ecretary to furnislt tlj~':': House lhe enli:.:tments 
of the [lJ!lo\vingnam2s, ifin his ;)o:5'st'ssio'l, to \vit: \Vm. 
Casner! Smlthwic1{e, Littin, O'.ven, "M("'JfC) Bane, Jas. 
Christiw, K \V. Palmer, John "eekel, ltichd. Egleston, 
Thos ~l'Kcnnon,1 S. R. Blish, John An£el, A. J. Benson: 
adopted.' ~ 

On motion of Mr. Gazley, the Honse adjourned till 
3 o'clock, 1'. M. 

THREE O'CLOCK, p. M. 

The House met pursuant to adjOlunment. 
Mr. Baker, the representative elect from Bexar, was 

sworn and took his seat. 
On motion of Mr. Jones, of Brazoria, the House pro

ceeded to the unfinished business of the day. 
The contested election of ~Ir. Cunningham was taken 

up, aud argued by Mr. Rusk and counsel, Mr. Baker, 
and opposed by Messrs. Jack and Thompson. 

On motion of Mr. Rusk, the House adjourned. till 
10 o'clock, to-morrow. 

\VEDNESDAY, OCT. 27, 1837. 

The House met pursuant to a(~iournment. 
The journal of the preceding day: being read, . 
Mr. Oliver Jones, the representanve elect from Austill, 

waa sworn and took his seat. 
On motion of Mr. Rusk, the House proceeded to the 

unfinished business of yesterday. 
The contested election of Mr. Cunningham was take11 

up. 
Mr. Husk moved to review his motion, disagreeing 

(0 the report or Ihe Committee on Priyileges anel Elec
tions. Messrs. Rusk, {jam and Thompson supported 
the Inoi.ion to disagree to tIte rer~ort: )fessrs. Brandl, 
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Jack, Jones and Menifee opposed the m()i ic,n. The ayes 
and noes \...-ere callC'd fin', and the YI ·1('- ~v)·)d dlU.~: 

AYEs-.Messrs. Speaker, Burlesllt"], IrOll~;~lss) Enr~.i~h, 
Gazley, nant, Patton, Ru~k, SutlH'r'.J 1, Thumps.1l1 .md 
Walker, of i\lihim,-ll votes. 

NOEs-ClIessrs. Baker, Branch, Clark, GriQ'.,by ;{ar
diman, Hill, Jones, of Brazori~, Jack, Jones,'--' or"~ llstin, 
Linn, Lewis, Menifee anrll'icrpont-13: 10,(. 

Resolution offered uy;\1 r. Rusk. 
Resolt:ed, That the seat of a mrnlber, in 111i.-;. I-louse, 

from the county of Minn, occupi(·d by :III'. Dilling.,;\", be 
declared vacant; nud that the Pn::..;i(lent be notified of 
tbe fact, :mel rcquest(~d Lo issue \vrits of election iilrth
witll, to Jill sa.id \ aC:-JlICy. 

The Ayes audNoes ,';crc called for, and ti(e yote stond 
thns: 

A YEs-:lIes.sl's. Speaker, Burleson, DouQlass, Endish, 
Gazley, G,lnt, Patlon, Rusk, Sutherland, 'i'hotrlpS01~ and 
Walke(, of Milam,-ll. 

NOEs-:\fessrs. Baker, Branch, Clark, Grigsby, Har
diman, Hill, Jones, of Brazoria, Jack, Jones.,. of Austin, 
Linn, Lewis, Menifee and 'Valker, of Refugio-13. 

On motion of :\1r. Baker, 1\lr. Billillg31y \vas sworn, 
Ilnd took bis seat. 

On motion of Mr. Branch, the Hou,e adjourned till 
3 o'dock, P. 1\1. 

THREE O'CLOCK, P. lI. 
The House met pursuant to adjoUlT!((Jelll. . 
Mr. Rusk moved that the name 01 Mr. Thompson be 

added to the Judiciary Committp.c, and Mr. Engli.<h on 
the Committee of Public Lands: adopted. 

Mr. I':luan, Chairman of the committee to make a di
vision of the rooms in the Capilol, reported, tlla! the 
rooms that nre finished are divided as follows: 

Nos. 1, 3, 5, (; ancI 13 for the usc of the Senate. Nos. 
7, 9, 12, 11, 14, House of Representatiyes; No.2, 
Treasury: No. <>, l'\a\y; No.8, 'Val'; No. ]0, State; 
No. 16, Comptroller; iIi<). 18, General Land Commis
lionel'; Nos. 16, 17, 19, 20, unfinished, but will be 
ready in a few days, which will be at the disposal of 
Con.gress. 

Your committee, having nothing further before them, 
beg leave to be discharged: concurred in. 
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The rf'~l)lution authrnizir/g the issuil1g nf Promissory 
Note3, was read <l ;:;:r.;'I111d lin~p. Or. m'ltion of Mr. Gant, 
referred to the CUlf1nnL1.{"e on \VtJ)r~ ann j\Ieans. 

R~~(}lul;on n~htive to the Pn~sjdel:ll'3 ~Ies~age: read 
a seco!Jd tllllC and :tdi11JIr>d. 

Join! 1'1'8' .• utian from the ;--;enatc, authorizing the At~ 
torn('y-Ct'lJeral 10 putcl-.:ase eertain bonks: read second 
time, :llld indefinitel,v postponed. 

l\lr (J'J[Jt ",Led l""ve to oficr " bill (granted) for the 
build ill~ of <l L!j:;:pital: read a first time. 

Bill j "IJting 10 the 1;1m1 ofIicers wa., taken up, and re
ferred to the COInm;lh'C on Public land::;, 

Bill rc1cltirg tn S]:l\"f'S <llId persons of color Wi-IS taken 
up, ,-Illtl rC'fened to tlw Jurllci:iry Committef'. 

Bill, reqdiring till' Auditor to audit the claims of de
cca8ed perSOll,., \YaS taken np; ~tnd, on motion of Mr. 
Rusk. referred to a Select Comlllille~ of five members. 
l\Ies::;rs. RLl~k, Thompson, Burleson, Patton and Jack 
·were appointed said coml-nittcC', 

On motion of }Ir. JOlles, of Dnlz(Jri2.~ ~\ir. Punton, the 
member elect from Gonzales, wa.s ,,\I,:01'n, and took his 
seat. 

Hcsolution offered by ~Ir. Dougla,s. 
llcsolr<d. That a committee ot'three be appointed, 10 

enquire into the propriety of ascertaining the f(ll-feited 
lands. and having them surveyed and sold for the pur
pose of paying a portion of the pubiic debt. and in
creasing the navy: that said cOlluniltec hn. .. c lea.ve to 
report by bill or otherwise, 

Bill to set anart a certain district of conntrv for the 
location of f:ol~liers' bounty lands 'vas tUkt"I1" up: re
fen'ed \0 the Committee on Public Lands, 

Bill rclatin« to opening a Road from the Town of 
Mina to the ;ounty of !ted River was taken uJ'. and 
referred to a committee of three: Messrs. Billmgsly, 
Hill and. Walker, of Milam, were appointed said com
mittee. 

On motion of Mr. GaIlt, the House adjourned till 10 
o'clock, to-morrow. 

3" 
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THT:RSDAY, OCT. 6, 1637. 
The House met pursuant to adjournment. 
The journal of the preceding da~ i;Jeing read? 
Mr. Kinney, the member elect lrom Red RIver, ....-as 

IWOrn and took his seat. 
Mr. Jones, Chairman of the Committee on Privileges 

and Elections, reported: that they have had under con
sideration, the protest of \Vm. Lawrence, E~q., against 
the illegality of the clec1ion in Harrisburg County; and 
your committee are of opinion, tbat the election in Har
risburg County hets been held in accordance with the 
law and the usages of that county; and is, in nowise, 
invalidated by the testimony adduced bel are us. Your 
committee further beg leave to report, that tl1cy have 
had under consideration, tbe protest of vVrn. J. Russel; 
and from the testimony adduced, they are of opiniun that 
Mr. Jack is duly elected, and by a large majority of-the 
qualified voters of that county; all of which is respcct
fully submitted: concurreed in. 

Mr. Menifee, Chairman of thc committee to whom 
was referred the petition of Mark Twitchdl, pmying a 
patent for a brick-making machine, reported: that in 
their opinion, it was ,nexpcdientfi)I thi., Republic to grant 
patents at this time; but that the arts would be much 
better encouraged by granting premiums to the inventor. 
in proportion to tbe utility and value of his invention, or 
improvement; all of which is submitted to the House 
for its Concurrence: ordered to lie on the table. 

Resolution offered by Mr. \Valker, nf Hel11gio. 
Resolved, That the Committee on tbe Judiciary be 

directed, to enquire into tbe expediency of making a 
digest of convenient form, of the Colinization Law,;, and 
such of the OrdiwJIlCeS of the Ceneral Coullcil lS are 
still of force aud uurepeetled, together witiI the ,tets of 
,the first Congress, and all of the laws and rcsdutions 
which may he passed during the present session of Con
gress; and that they report upon the same by bill or 
otherwise: adopted. 

Mr. Gant asked lea,·e to introduce a bill, (granted,) I"~ 
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be ent:tkd ., An Act to amend the proceeding., before 
Justices of the Peace, and lor other purposes:" n:ad the 
first time. 

Resolution offered by }[r. Ru,k. 
Resoil·r:ri, That the r'ules of the House be so arnellrletl, 

as to strike out the filiy-third Qnd fifiy-fuurth rule,; and 
so amended as to allow a r~ference of u. hill to 'I com
mittee, on its first ftJ::tfling: ff'a.J the fir..;t tim'~. 

1\lr. \Valker, of Refugio, asked le;lve to ·in1rldnce a 
bill, (granted,) entitled, "An Act foJ' the relief of John 
Keating. 

Bill leI!' building a puhlic hospital was i.1definitely 
pc·.stpoL1ed. 

On motion of Mr. Patlan, the House adjourned till 
10 o'clock, to-morrow. 

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 6, 1837. 

The House met pursuQnt to adjournment. 
The journQI of the preceding day being read, 
A lne-;,~agc wa2i received from the Senate, asking leave 

of this House, to adjourn to the room of a .sick member; 
uranted . 
. ~ J\fr. Gazley presented e. petition from Henry Folley, 
praying a relnunet"ation for goods, &c.: referred to the 
Committee on Claims and Accounts. 

]\;[r. Branch presented the petition of Mr. J. S. Hol
man, ia behalf of the Houston City Company, with cer
tain propusa1s, to Cotlgn:'<s: r'.-: it'lTcd to it Select Corn
mittce of five. Messrs. Jone3, elf Hrilzuria, Lumpkin, 
j\[enifee, Pierpont and J3nHH.:h composed said committee. 

~1r. Rnsk, Chairman of the committee to \VhOIIl was 
referred, a bill relating to shv~s and persons of color. 
reported by bill, entitled, "An Act lor the puuishmellt of 
crimes committed by sl"YeR anrl free persons of color." 

Mr. \Valker, of Milam, asked leave to introduce a bill 
relating to the evidence of women: read the ilrst time. 
Also, a lJill relating to Clerks of the Coullty Courts: read 
:"e first time. 

Hesolution offeree! by !lIr. Rusk. 
Iusolved, That the 8ecretary of State be required tn 
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furnish the clerk of this House, forthwith, a copy of all 
the laws and resolutions tbat have been heretofore 
passed by the Congress of this Rcpublic, together with 
copies of the ordinances passed by the Convention that 
furmed the Constitution: adopted. 

Mr. Jack offered a joint Resolution, defining the bu
siness of this extra sessioll: read the first time. 

:Bill relating to elections was taken up, and read the 
second time. After variou! amendment£.;, a motion was 
made that the bill lie on the table: lost. 

On motion of Mr. Meuifee, the House adjourned till 
~ o'clock, P. M. . 

THREE O'CLOCK, P. M. 

The House met pursuant to adjournment. 
The bill relating to elections was taken "p. 
Mr. Menifee moved to strike out tlle 91h section of the 

bill. Ayes and Noes heing called for, the \-ole stom] thus: 
AVBs,-Messrs. English, Gant, Lum pki n, Menifee, I'at

ton, Rusk, Sutherland and IN alker, of Milam,-S. 
NOEs-Messrsi Speaker, Baker, Branch, Bm;leson, 

Billingsly, Clark; Gazley, _ Grigsby, Hardiman; Hill, 
Jones, of Brazoria; Jones, of Austin, Jack, Lewis, Pier
pont, Thompson, }'f'Kinney and Ponton-IS. 

On monon of ]\[r. Gazlev, the bill was ordered 10 lie 
on the table. -
- !\Ir. Thompson offered a resolution for throwing up a 
walk from the flag-staff to the Capitol: referred to the 
Committee on I"tiblic Roads. 

Resolution offered by Mr. Gazley. 
Raole,d, That the Secretary of the Treasury he in

vited to lake pl'ssessioll of one of tbree rooms, ill the 
second ,;ory of the Capitol, (occup,ed for committf'.e 
room,,) "",1 arPl'Opri:ne til<' same to the use of th .. 
Treasll.v Department: ,-"rinp'led. 

Mr. JOlles,moved to ",-consider the memorial of J. 
S. Holman, and to apT)();IJ', a joint co~mittee of fiVe, to 
act with such committee as might bd:;appointed by the 
Senate: adopted. And the same committee were "p_ 
pqjnted .. 

Mr. Gazley offered a joint resolution. authorizing the 
Secretary of ttIC Treasury,to draw on the Collector of 
the: portofGalv~on, for (;Ine thousand dollars, in favor 



of Cruger & ,Moore: rule ~uspended-re:::u1utinn 'ii ili:ted. 
O~ llwtinn of :\Ir. Thomp:"on, the Hou:-:-e n~lj()<I. ... till 

100 clock, to-morro,,, morniug .. 

SATURDAY, OCT. 7, 1837. I 

The lfOUi,C met pursuant to a(\jonrnment. 
The,iournal ofrhe preceding day heing read, 
Mr. DDllg1ass, Chairman of the Committee on Claim. 

lind Accounts, reported, that there was not sufficient 
evidence to substanl iate tlte elaims of sundry petitions, 
except the claim of Mr. \Vilson for ten dollars, which 
they recommend, should bc paid. ,-i' 

On motion of :\1r. Rusk, the report was re-committed 
to the Committee on Claims and Accounts. i 

Mr. Jones, Chairman of the Commillee on Privileges 
and Elections, reporl<,J, t1ml from the evidence adduced, 
~1r. Walker bas a llH\iority of the legal votes of the 
county of Refugio, but tbat he has not the requisite qua
lifieatim1S of citizcnsbip and residence in the counly, and 
consequently was ineligible to a a seat in this House; 
and therefore recommend, that the election be again 
referred back to the people: ordered to lie on the table. 

Resolution offered by Mr. Rusk. 
&sohcd, That the sum of ten dollars be allowed to 

Mr. Wilson, for services rendered this House: and that 
the sum be paid out of any monics in the Treasury, not 
otherwise appropriated: adopted. 

Resolution offered by i\f r. Douglass. 
Resah·ed, That the 1I1ilitary Committee be instructed, 

to enquire into and report upon the propriety of allowing 
pay to the company of volunteers who went against the 
Indians, from the counties Gf Nacogdoches ana Houston, 
during, the last summer: adopted. 

Bill relating to pr9Ceediugs before Justices of the 
Peace was taken up, 'and referred to the J udieiary 
Committee. 

Bill relating to the evidence of women was taken up, 
and referretl to the Judiciarv Committee. 

Bill relating to clerks of ihe County Courts was like
wise taken up, and refem,d to the JUdiciary Committei'. 
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The r"l)l)rt relative to the petition of !\fark T\\itchell 
\vas t;{].';'.PrI np, :111£1 indefinitely postponed. 

Ou u]lItiPIJ of ;\Jr. \Valker, of Refu,gio, the rf'port of 
the COU1!lllLteC Oil Privileges and Elections \vas taken 
up. 

aIr. BiUingsly moy('<I to disagree to tile report. Aye8 
and ~',Uf'':'; bClllg called for, tbe vllte stood thu~: 

AYEs-Jlc8~r~. Spc~jker, Baker, Branch, Burleson, 
Billing.sly, Grigsby, Jonc~, of Austill, Sutherlaud, 
Walker, "fMilam, and Ponton-10. 

NOE!::i-l\lessrs. Black, Dnllglas~, English, G<lIlt, Har~ 
diman, Hill, Jones, (Jf Braz:nria, JacJ.;:, Linn, Lumpkin, 
}Ieni±(3(~, Patton, Pierpont, H.u~k) Thompson, and )J'Kin
lle~v-l (): report concurred in. 

Mr.l'attoll mkcclleave to introduce a bill, relating to 
.the Pn~sidcltl'.-; dppoillting officers: read the first time. 

'The rCi;ollltiun for amending certain rules of the 
I-Iou,e was taken up, and atter the following amend
ment by Mr. Branch, adopted: lfno opposition shall be 
H1Udc, or the question to reject be Hegatived, it shall 
then be in urder to commit the uill, either to a Standing 
or Select Committee. 

A message WliS received from the Senate infonning 
the House, that tltey lmd passed a resolution instructing 
tlte Committee on Public Lands, to draft a bncl bill for 
their c:ot}::iideration; ano to ask co-operation ou ~he part 
of the lIouse of Representatives. 

Bill relating to slaves and hee persons of color was 
read u. second time. 

Ou motioll of Mr. Rusk, the House adjourned till 
10 o'clock, Monday morning. 

MONnAY, OCT. 9, 1837. 
The Huusc lIIel pursuant to adjournment. 
T~-e journal of the preceding day bcillg read, 
A mcs&uge \Vas received fronl the Senate, informing 

the House of ReprC,clltative', that a resolution which 
originated in this House, authoriy.ing the Treasurer to 
draw on the Collector of the port of C"JvC510lJ, in fa,"or 
of Messr,. Cruger & Moore, lin the sum of one thousancl 
dollars, had passed the Senate. 
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The Committee on Puhlic Lands rcporterl by bill, 
through their Chairman, Mr. Thompson, entitled, "An 
Act supplementary to un Act, entitled an Au, >llpple
mentary to an Act, to estoulish a Geneml Land Ollice 
forthe Republic of Texas, passed 2:!t! December, 1"36;" 
read the first time; and, on motion of }Ir. Billingsly, 
two hundred copies were ordered to ue printed i;)1" the 
lise of the members of tllis House. 

A communication ,vas read, from the General Land 
Commissioner; and, Oll motioH of fo.lr. Gaol, referred to 
the cOlllmittee on Public Lands. 

A communication \vas read, from the Audi or, and 
referred to the Committee on Claims and Accounts. A 
comlnunication \vas also read, from the Secretary of 
&~ • 

The bill relating to slaves and free persons of color 
was taken up, and re-committed to the Judiciary Com
miuf'c. 

The hill rdatillg 10 the President and Heads of De
partments appoillting nfTicers: re~Hl a second time. On 
motion of ~rr. Draneh, \""as ordt~red to be engrof.!:3ed for 
a third reading, and made the order of the (by telr to
morrow. 

0" motion of }Ir. Thompson, the HOllee adjourned 
till 3 o'e!ock, P. l\I. 

THREE O'CLOCK, P. l\I. 

The I-Iouse lnct pursunnt to a(~i()urmnent. 
The bill entitled, "An Aet IfJf the relief of .T ohn 

Ke;]ting" ·wn.-; taken IIp, amI referred to the Committee 
on Claims und Account:::. 

The joint l'e~oILltjntl, rlefiuing tlJe husiness. of the ex
tra sc:-:.siua of Congress Y,-a.8 taken up, and indefinitely 
postponed. 

The bill relating to elections ,vas taken up, and or
rlerecl to}e en.~rosserl for a thinl reading, to-morrow. 

HesoltKon oJlered by Mr. Jones, of Brazoria. 
Rc,·nl,]ft, That the .Tudicimy Commillee he ill3t1"llcted 

to Cl1lplre nod report to tbe Hous(;, 'wbether tIn:: aLsC'llcc 
of v" l'ioll:S (ldicers of the Ciyil Go\"C'rnlnent. of tlJi3 Hc
publi.c, in tly: ruited :-::trtte:-3, who3e oHicial dLlti('~ require
a resilIence here, "Llld \vlto ,-ue recei\"ing :o:.abrics 1(-)1: the 
performance of their duties, is in accordance \'"lth hnv, 
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TUESDAY, OC1·. 10, 1837. 

The House met pursnanl ,o9djournnlent. 
The journal of tbe preceding ""Y bein~ read, 
Mr. Lumpkin oflcreu the lrllluwillg resolul ion: 
Resolved, That the Hecrctary oj' War be required to 

inform this 1I0us!l. why If refuses to issue land war
rants to soldicra entitled to bounty Iand_, for military 
services, as he is .required 10 do by all act, entitled, "An 
Act sUl'plemcmentary to an Act, entitled, an Act to 
cstabli.h a General Land OtTIce for the Repul>lic of 
Texas, passed 22d December, 1836:" adopted .• 

The bill relating to the President and Hmds of De
partments appointing officers, was read the third time; 
and after an amendment by 1\1r. Bran<:Jh' the question 
was taken 011 its final passage; and the c6Yes and Noes 
baling caned for, the vote stood thus: 

A YJ,,-J\fessrs. Speaker, Baker, Branch, Burleson, 
BilliuJ!sl.v, Clark, Doug-Itss, English, Grigsby, Hardi
~an, Hill, Jones~?f Braz~ria; Jones, of A~stin; Lump
km, L eWIS, i\iemfee, i\I'Ku1ney, Patton, Pierpont, 1'011-
ton, Sulherland, Thompson and Walker-23. 

NOEs-Mr. Gaut-l. 
Adoptell; and tbe title adopted, for the bill was: "An 
Act precluding ali~ns from being appointed to office." 

The hill relating to elections, was read the third lime. 
Mr. Pal ton oflcred an amendment, that all votes, after 

the pas3tlge of this act, shall be given riva voce. 
The Ayes and Noes being called, for the vote stood 

thus : • 
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A YEs-Messrs. Branch, Burleson, Douglass, English, 
Grigsby, Hill, Lewis, lWKinncy, Patton, Pierpont, and 
Suthedawl-ll. 

NOEs-Me,,!"s .. Speaker. Baker, Billingsly, Clark. 
Gant, Hardiman, JI.nc~, of Brazorin; Jones, of Austin, 
Lumpkin, Ponton, Tbompson and 'Valker-12: lost. 

Tbe. vote \\'3S taken on ti,e final passage of the bilL 
The Ayes and Noes were called for, and tbe vote stooJ 
thus: 

AVE,-l\Tessrs. Speaker, Baker, Branch. Burleson. 
BilljIJ~:::h', Clark, Dougla:;~, EtJgJish, Grigshy, IIard~
m<'ll1, Bill, Jont's, or TIrclzorin; Joncf>, of ALlstin; Le\vis, 
~l' ~'-iu!Jf''y, Pie rpopt, 11oontnn, '1'ho.lJlPsoll and \\7 alklif--18. 

l\ocs-Me>sr;. Gant, Lum],lulJ, Patton and Stuher-
lanrl-4: adopted. • . 

.Mr. Bl'anch moved thot the title of the hilI be, "All 
Act rf'giliating.Elecriotls:" adopted. . ._' 

The hilt incOrpnnJJTng the Town of 8hc1h.yv111c, in"'ihe 
COLlntv flf ~11f'1I)\', \\,,1:- re,HI a sCt.:()ncl rime; ;111<.1 arter t' 

8uh.<i",[(te oOi'rt<l hy 1I1r. Thompson, uIHI a(loptcd, wa~ 
ordl'rt·d to tl(' cnCi"Il::;:-cd. 

Mr. McnJee, (;II:Jirlll,lll of lhe CnmrniUrc on \Yay:;: 
and ~Ie;Jtl~, n'portcd and recommended, thnt dlC Presi
dellC:, private ~ec.:l'l'tilr'y he lluthorized to :-ign the Pre
sident's name to the promissory notes of the Govern
mcnl: c()ucurrcd in. 

An,l ~Ir. Jonco;. of B,·owri". mo\'ed, Ihat the titls 
should he, "A-Juiut fif'soltl1ion, authorizing (he l)resj~ 
<lent's l)riva.le SecrC'tury to sign the Promis80JY ~ot{'s 
of (;O\'f'rnmellt: adopted. l ' 

1\1,.. Jonrs, of' Bntzorln, Chairmnn of the Committe on 
Enrolled Bill" rCl'orteu: that' Ibe cnmmiltec bad ex
amilled a. joint resolution entitled H A Joint Ueso1ution 
for paying the Public Printer," and found it to be eor
recIly cnrollcu. 

0" motion of 11ft. Branch. the House a.<ljounied til' 
10 o'clock, to-morrow morning. 

4 
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'VEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 11, 1837. 
The House met pursuant to adjournment. 
The journal of the preceding day being read: a mes

sage was received from the ;lenate, informing the House 
that they had adjourned, to meet at 10 o'clock at the 
room of Gen'l Green. 

Resolution offered by Mr. Sutherland. 
Resolved, That there should be a select committee of 

'five a.4>pointed,'to take into consideration, the propriety 
of paymg for the property that may hlive been taken by 
the enemy, or destroyed by our own army; and have 
leave to reporl by bill or otherwise: adopted. 

Mr. Rusk presented a petition from Antonia Men
shaca, pra,ying for a title to a certain house and lot in 
nexar: referIed,to committee on claims and accounts; 
also a petition from James W. Parker, relating to his 
services againsl·tloe Indians, &c.: referred to the com
mittee on Indian Affairs. 

Mr. Rusk presented a communication, from the Sill'. 
geon General to the Secretary of IVaI', which was 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs, without 
reading . 
. ~ Mr. Linn asked leav~ to introduce a bill entitled "an 
act,lto prevent traffic WIth slaves:" gral!t~d; read a first 
time and referred to the committee on Juaiciary. 
" Mr. Douglass introduced a bili entitled" an act for 
the benefit and' relief of certain peisons:" read afirst 
time and referred to the committee on Military Af
all'S. 

Mr. Rusk, Chairman of the Joint Committee, to select 
a site for permanently locating the seat of Government 
of this Republic: reported that snch sile should be 
selected forthwith, and five commissioners shoul,l be 
chosen hy a vote of both Houses, whose duties it shall 
be to select said site, and that they should receive such 
propositions for the sale of land as may he made to 
them; and to make conditional contracts, subject to the 
ratification or rejection by this Congress, and that they 
report by the 16th of November; and that on making 
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selections they be confined to. the section of country 
between the Trinity and Gaudalo.upe rivers; and that 
they select no place over twenty miles north of the 
upper San Antania raad, nor sauth af a direct liue, run
ning from the Trinity to. the Gaudaloupe river, crassing 
the Bril"zos nt it" Fart Bend; read a first time. 

The bill incorporating the town of Shelbyville. and 
granting further powers to the town of Sau Augustine, 
,vas reQ.d a third time, and .atter an amendment, inserl
ing after San Augustine, Nacogdoches, passed; and the 
title io "an act incorporating the town of Shelbyville, 
~n,-l gr~n1.ing fur~her powers t~ the corporations of San 
.d.ugustmc and Nacogdoches. 

Mr. Dauglass intraduccd a bill, granting an addition
al quantity of land to thase who participated in the 
batdes of San Antonio and San Jacinto: read a first 
time. On motian of Mr. Jones, af Brazaria, was refer
red to a select committee of three. 

Messrs. Jones, of Brazoria, Dauglass, and Gant wete 
appointed said cammittee. 

On matian af Mr. Thompson the House adjaurned till 
:I o'clock P_ M. 

THREE O'CLOCK P. M. 

The House met pursuant to adjournment. 
A communication was received, read from the Audi

tor, and referred to the committee on Claims and 
Accounts. 

Resollltion offered by Mr. Gant. 
Retoil'ed, That the committee on Military Affairs be 

instrucied, to enquire into the expediency of authoriz
ing the Secretary of War to discharge all the soldiers 
now on furlo.ngh that lllay desire it; and upon wbat 
conditions would be just and expedient; and that they 
repori by hill or otherwise ~ adopted. . . 

Mr. Thompson offered a resolution, appointing a 
committee of three, to call upon certain persons, and to 
obtain certain papers relative to monies received for the 
benefit of this Republic; Mr. Rusk offered an amend
ment, which was adopted; but upon the question being 
taken on its final passage, it was lost. 
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"[r. Jack, in behalf of thc committee If) \\ hOUl was 
referred the bill rehling to the dfillLlti!lg of bllds to 
certain persons, mo\'cd tlut ~Ir. JOll(,S (If A!l~ljil, and 
}fr •. Ponton be addt,,! to said c!)tl1miuu': elLlOt,led. • 

And on motiou of ;\fr. ItlJ.~k, .\11' . .}OIW=", of :\ll~:in, 
\~ras milde chairman of tbe cf)llJlnitlc~ on ~:l\':d A rhirs. 

A eomm{!,:icfLfinn \Va.:) rrcciH'd and fC;ld fr<JtIl H. L. 
tbompson, Idativc to a proper \"cs;::el fill' tIle ;\ll\,Y of 
Texas; rderwd to the cnllJlnittrc on .i\und AA;lirs. 

He,ollllif)11 oft(,n,J hI' :lJr. IJ ill. 
ifr:sobltd, Tbat t.lw o::-Landillg rulf:'~ of tlJi:; IJnu:.;,e be 

.'':0 altered, that nn bill sh,dl be amf'udf'd 011 it:' lbn-u 
rCllding; only by (jllin,~ up bhnk." rend a nrsi timc. 

Mr. Ganl illlroduC'cd a bill II) prolect the Public 
Domain from illrgal and fraudulent land daims; ,c~d 
It flr:,t time, and referred to the commltt(:e on PublIc 
1.2nds. 

On w(ltion of Mr. Hill, Ihe Huuse adjourned till 10 
./cJoc..li:., to-morro,v mqrnipg. 

THUHSDAY, OCT. 12, IS!37 <

The I-II)ilse met pur:;:ml!1t to ndj()UrnlnC'llt. 
The journal:; of tll.~ preceding d;:lY IJt'iug read, 
~fr. Lcwi~ pre.sentpi! it pCft.itilll1 ti·O[ll lllt, <.:ili.zcns of 

J:tsper, n.,lall\'e to their l:olJJlILny lines: referrc:d to the 
ComUlittcc on Countv Hou!lcbries. ' I 

1\1r. Hu"k, Chnjrtn:~ll oft1)n Commiltf'c flnl\Iilil<ll"\' :\f~ 
f,iri3, to whom \Va~ rd~rf'r'd tbe propripty of 'HltlH)):izinfT 
the Scercwf.Y ()~ \oVal" to di3chat"g(~ furiotlgilf·d ;'::(lll!ipr~ 
rcporled h.Y a bill, ICtltilled!.an il('t to nu!lll!t"iZt~ tile ~('c
ret:1tyof \rar to grant di:::;chnrg£'s, and J'l,t}uiring dIe 
President to iss!w hi:=- proclalIl:Jlion, calling into ~('r\'icc 
an oflil'ers 0,,,1 soldiers ()1l lilt IlltJgh: rend Ihe fi,~t lime. 

l\fr •• TOIlC:", f)fnnlz')ri~l, Ch:linmlll of dIe cnmmi!!ct' 10 
whom a bill, donilting extra bnds to particular indiYid
uals, was rci'''fcd, rep0ried by hill; read Ihc' firsltilllc. 

Resolution offered by Mr. ~Ulherland. 
Reso/"ca, That the .Cornmiltec on lIlilitarv Affairs be 

requested to take into consideration. the proj;riely of the 
Paymaster's attending at the different paces whele 



troops"lnay be stationed, there, and then, to pay them up 
for the time of their service., and quarterly thereafter. 

On molion of Mr. Bra-nch. the Land Bill Was taken up 
in Committce of the Whole, Mr. Gant ill the Chair,. 

A mcssage WaS recei~ed from the Senate, informing 
the Hou,e, that a joint resolution relative 10 the Pra
mi.snry Notes of Govcrnment had p%sed that House, 
with amendments. 

A message \Vas again received from the Senate, in ... 
formjn.~ tile House, thal a joint resolution had pns~ed 
that HOllse, appointing a committee of threc to revise 
the (> Hlstltution. 

The com mittec rose. reported progress, and asked 
IC(l\"e to !3il again: granleu. -

The jnir.t re30lution, <]rpointin~ Commissioner:; for 
selecting a. site filr the Scat of Govcrnment ~ read [be 
second tlI!W; and, ancr an amendment oRe red by AIr. 
Joncf', of Bn-Jzoria, the rule of' the House being ~sus .. 
pellde,l, was read the thirel time and passed; and th~ 
tit)" is: 

"J,)int Hcsolution fi,r the appointment of Commission
ers to select a Site for tbe permanent ](Jc<Jtion of tbc 
.scat of GnwTumenl of tlle Hrpubli<.: of Texas." 

Tile joint resolution from the :-:cnate, fl~lating to tlw 
signing of the promissory noles of the Government, wa~ 
tal\.cn up, and the nmendmcnt.-: concurred in. 

Tile jo~ntre~()ll~tion appdnting a <.:ommittcc of three, 
'\\'<15 tDl~cn up. and concurred in. 

lIfe»f'. {(usk, Jone., of Brazoria, !lnd Jones, of Aus
tin, were appointe(l the committee on the purt of the 
HOLlse. 

Ucsolulion off'erec.l bv Mr. Jones. 
I1eso/DCd, That tile 'ClcJ'k be anthorizcd to prooure 

thirty copies oj' the bn,) h"", "nd rell other laws pull
lished fi,l' the use or this lInusc: ,,,)nrt"". 

The rrsolution, relating to the St.:mdillg Ihtles of tllis 
ILm.:;e, \Vas reud n. second time, mal lldolltt'd. 

U!I '''''tinn of .\Ir. Jack, the Uou,c udjourned till 
:1 "'dod,, 1' . .'.1. 

THREE O'CLOCK, 1'. M. 

Tho I-Inusc met pl1T:;nant to ad,jnurnmrnt. 
On mol ion of Mr. llmJll'h, t!JC laud b,ll "'as uJ;ca IIp 

;,;-t 
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ill Committee of the Whole, Mr. Hill in the Chair; and. 
after various amendments, 

On motion of Mr. Thompson, the committee rose, re
ported progress, and asked leave to sit again: granted. 

On motion of Mr. Thompson, the House adjourned 
till 9 o'clock, to morrow. 

FRIDAY, OCT. 13, 1837. 
The House met pursuant to adjournment. 
The journals of the preceding day being read, 
Mr. Douglass, Chairman of the Committee on Claims 

and Accounts, reported favorably to the claim of John 
Buchanan: concurred in. 

Mr. Patton offered the following resolution: 
Resol.ed, That the President of this Republic be reo 

quested to inform this Honse, whether he has expended 
any of the public funds of the Government, for the 
making of public buildings, as he was authorized to do, 
hv an act of the Congress of 1836, entitled," An Act 
temporarily to locate the Seat of Government;" and if 
so, how much: adopted. 

Mr. Lewis introduced a bill relating to slaves, &c.: 
referred to the Committee on tbe Judiciary, without 
heing read. 

Resolution offered by Mr. Douglass. 
Resolved, That the President be requested to explain 

to this House, the reason why the militia has not been 
organized under the law. 

Mr. Jones, Chairman of the Committee on Enrolled 
Bills, reported, that the joint Resolution for paying the 
public printer. was handed lothe President on Thursday, 
12th ultimo, for signature; and also reported, that on 
examination of the enrolled copy of the joint resolution. 
authorizing W. G. Cook to sign the promissory notes ef 
the Government, the preamhle had been omitted; and 
moved that the clerk be requested to correct the same' 
concurred in. 

Mr. Burleson introduced a bill, appllinting a deputy 
clerk for the County Court, in each county: referred tl> 
the Judicillry Committee. 
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A cQ\llmunication was received from the Secretary of 
War, in answer to a resolution, calling on him for cer
tain information. 

A message was received from the Senate, informing 
the House, that an act precluding aliens from holding 
office had passed that House, with amendments; also, 
a resolutiou requesting a conference of the Naval Com
mittees of both Houses. 

Mr. Lumpkin offered the following joint resolution: 
Resolved, by the Senate and House 0/ Representatit'es, 

That the Secretary of War be instructed, forthwith to 
perform the duties of his office, relative to the issuing of 
Land \Varrants, &c.: read the first time. Rule.being 
suspended, read second time; and on further suspension 
of the rule, it passed. 

The bill authorizing the Secretary of War to dis
charge furloughed soldiers: read a second time and or
tiered to be engrossed. 

The act precluding aliens from holding office was 
t:iken up, and the amendments concurred in. 

Resolution requesting a conference of the Ntwal Com
mittees waS taken up, and concurred in. 

The bill for the relief and benefit of certain persons: 
read a second time, and referred to the Committee on 
Military afl~irs. 

On motion of Mr. Menifee, the House adjourned till 
:3 o'clock, P. l\f. 

THREE O'CLOCK, P. 1\:1 .. 

The House met pursuant to adjournment. 
On motion of Mr. Thompson, the Land Bill was taken 

up in Committee of the Whole, Mr.l\[enifee in the Chair; 
and after variolls amendments, the committee rose, re
ported progress, and asked leaye to sit again,: grantetI. 

On motion of Mr. Thompson, the House adjourned tIll 
10 o'clock, to-morrow. 

SATURDAY, OCT. 14, 1837. 
The House met pursuant to adjournment. 
The journal of the preceding day being read, 
Mr. Rusk moved to reconsider the vote on a resolution, 



instrucLi~g the Secretary of War to execute cerlain du
lies: adopted; anel. 

Ou motiou of lIlr. Ru.k, the word" instructed" was 
stricken out, and the word" required" inserterl. 

Mr. Jont'S, of Brazoria, ofiercd the following resoln
Lion: 

Rl'soh"d, 'l'h,t[ the House elect a peTimn to perform 
the dulie.s of Emolling nnd R.ecording Clerk: "dopted. 

Mr. Jones, of Brnori", nominated lIIr. R. D. John
son; alld, th{~rc being no opposition, l\lr. Johnson was 
declared duly elrcted, anrl sworn into office. • 

)ir. Ponton offered dw i()llowing rc::!olulion: 
Re.,o1·:cd. That a Sf'icct COfIJ;;Jirtee of five be ap

pointed, to estahlish the boundary lines of'the county of 
CO:lz:tlf-s, and report dJ8 sume for rlw tleti~jo!1 of the 
HOll""': referred to lbe Committee on County Boundu
rie~. 

Resolu'ion nffi"cd hy Mr. l'II'Kinney. 
Rf.wlrctl, That the ~e(;r('tary of 81ilt'C be rC'quested to 

furlJi::;h Ihi:; House, with any inrormation which may be 
in his }los~cS:'-lino, relative to the bouoclary line between 
this and the United States' GoveHlment, and "11th,, ('or
rc~pondence het\\'een tIle 1\vo Governments On Ihut flues ... 
lion: ,u]optPd. 

Mr. nu;\;; off'ere,l a joint rl'solution, ","king appropri
ations "r monies fiJr the use of the U"'piwl: rel,,1 the 
first time: rule sllspf'ndcJ. ,Joel read a srcolle] timc; a!ld, 
the rute being fur, her suspended, read the tbiro time 
and p"ssed. 

On motion of Mr. 'J.'hompSOll, the House went into 
Committee of the Whole on lhe land bill, Mr. Gaut in 
the Chair. 

A r:nc~sagc \Vas. receiver} from tll(' 8('n:1te, infrJrming 
the IImlsf', tb[l.l the S('n:1lf~ lwei ac\oplf'd" a rc~oLlfion, 
allowing the proprietor.;; of tbc City of Houston to wjth
om'\" tileir p''lJen. 

A me:!.::nge wa~ received froUl tllc Sellate irJf;)rrning 
the House, th<11 thpy tud C()!J(..:urred in aj:/int rc.solwinu 
makillg~<1pproprial inn.::. of ::nonic.s fcu' the ll~(' of doD Ilos~ 
piLal; clod that ilwv hild, al:sn, concurred in n joi[J! rrso
lution to sdect a site tilr" tIm prl"manf:.IUf Im';1i"inn of the 
Seat ,!f Go,ernm~nt of rhe Hepublic 01' .'rex",. 

On 1Ootion of 1\lr. Thompson, the committee rose, 
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reported progre~,at"f"$ked !eaveio sit agnin"grntiteit 
On Jl)l>tion of Mr. ToomRson, the' House adjOurned till 

3 o'dock; 1'. M.- " 

XHREE O'CLOCK, P. "M. 

'rhe I-Iollse met pursuant to adJou rnm(~nt. 
'fbt-'re not heinc:r a "qLJ-ornm present, 1\fr. Thompson 

moved that. the H,~use adjourn, which was rOf;t. 
On I1wtinn of ~Ir. Branch, tlw n;I!l1E"S of the ab:::p.nte~s 

Wf>fe nOled; n.nLl thflt the.v should furni5lJ to fhe House, 
their AXCll:<:es for being ahsent. l\f(>~sr8. Gun!, Baker, 
Grig~hy, Hill, alHI Jones, of Aus-tin, were lhe absent 
members.. 

On motinn of Mr, TIrane\!, the IIolJiWudjourllPd till 
10 o'dock, MOlldlly morning. '. 

',', .... 

J\IO"DAY,LOGT, lG, 1837. 

The HOllse met PUfSllUBt'lo adjournment, 
T e jnurna! of the pr-:c:pding dll'y hptt1g r(>ntf, 

. Mr, . .Jone'.~, ot'-~r"ull'i", Illo,,,,,l that tl", 4G·.b and 47th 
rulr~ of .this·H"use"he €nl,,,ce<l: "dopte"~~i' 

'fhe ~r~'nk~r hrd~rcd tIle Dergeanl-ntRArrns to pcr-
fQ.nj-l hi.~ du!v. . 

1\[1' • .lone..::.:' of Al1~ti1), rendt~r('d hi::; ('.'\Cll';'(~·£H· non at
ten(LLtH..:e nil t:iilltll'd;IS, which WilS Tt'e(~in·d. 

On m()tt0Jl of Mr. HllSk, the other m':rnhl~!"'" ;:Jbieut on 
that day werr {'xcu~('d. 
~ A r(~'litjon 'V,18 n~ad, from tlw t.:i! i7,('~lS or die conntyof 
GOJ1z,tle:;; l"pt(.'rre,d to diP, Ju;jic:iarv COlDLUillt"r>. 

AIr. Jon('~t of Bra:!nrin, ii"oln the joint :-Sf,lect Commit
tee, to \vhvm"wns rl'I(..Irl'pd dl(-> pelJti'lJl i,f"J. ~.l:I()lman, 
m{)Yf~d, to enl1tur wilh the' Sell:llt', and, allow bim to 
wit.hdraw his p"pf'r:;: conl'urred in.. , 

Mr. LllfnpkilJ, chair:m'm of" fbe commiteeol(J \vhom was 
rererred I he suhject or the. tarift' sy,lem. n·porl<·rl by bill: 
read the tirst time and "nl<'red 10 lie 011 tbe tabl". 

A message was recPlved from the Spnate, initlrming 
the House, that the :Senate had ma,le some amendments 
to, -and concurred in"the bill relating to Elections. 



Mr. Jack offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That Charles Chamberlain, be allowed fif

tecn dollars, for ecrvices performed in the construction 
of scats for the lobbv; and that the order of the Clerk 
of this House be a sU'llicicnt voucher for the Auditor to 
audit and allow the saIne. 

Mr. Rusk offered a joint resolution, paying Mr. Buc
hanan for services rendered tbe Executive as Secretary: 
read the first time. . 

Two communications \ycre read frOlll the SecretarY of 
the Trertsury; and !\Ir. Jones, of Brazoria, oi1ereci 'the 
followinrr resollltion: 

Resolt'~d, Tlmt the communications now received, 
from the Secretary of the Treasury, be referred to the 
CommIttee on IVays and Means; and that they request 
a conference with the Committee of Finance of the Se
n",te, on the subject referred to; and that 200 copies of 
the communication be printed for the use of the House. 

A communication was received from the Auditor, rela
tive to the claim of John H. Baker: referred to the 
Committee on Claims and Accounts. . 

The bill relating to Elections was taken up, and or
der.ed tolliHlll the table. 

A joint resolution selecting a site for the Seat of Go
vernment W~. taken up: read the first time; and, the 
rule being suspended, read the second and third time, 
alld passed. And the title is, ------ . 

. On motion of Mr. Thompson, the land bill was taken 
up in Committee of the Whole, Mr. Jack in the Chair: 
after many amendments was adopted. 

On motion of lIfr. Gant, the committee rose, reported 
progress and asked leave to sit again. 

The bill regulating elections was again taken up, and 
t \va amenciments disagreed and one agreed to. 

The bill granting lands to persons who ,,"ere in the 
hattles of San Jacinto and San Antollio was taken up, 
and ordered to lie on the table for the present. 

A messagll. was received hom the Senate informing 
!he House, tbat they had passed a resolution, request
mg a conference with the Finance Committee of this 
Hou&e, this afternoon at 3 o'clock, in the Senale Cham
ber 'Concurred in. 

On motion of Mr. Rus~, Mr. Jones, of Brazoria;,,"as 
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added to the Committee on Ways and .Means: Mr. Rusk 
was. also Ildded to the same committee. 

On motion of ~Ir. Pattoa, the House adjourued till 
9 o'clock, to-morrow morning. 

TUESDAY, OCT. 17,1837. 
The House met pursuant. to adjoHrnment. 
The Journal of the I.'recedmg day being read, 
lIfr. Douglass, ChaIrman of the Committee on Claims 

and Account" reported unfavorably to the claims of 
lIIessrs. Handy & Lusk, and. Mr. Foley; there not being, 
in their opinion, sufficient evidence to allow their claims. 
They also reported, that Antonio Manchaca should be 
permitted to remain in possession of the property now 
occupied by him, until the lawfiIl owner presents him
self: ordered to lie on the table. 

On motion of Mr. Gant, lIfr. J. H. Baker was permit
ted to withdmw his papers. 

Mr. Jack ",sl,ed le""c to introduce a bill, to be entitled, 
" An Act to incorporate tl,lc Houston, Brazos, and Colo
rado Rail Road Company:" read the lirst time. 

Mr. Branch offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That the Auditor of Public Accounts be in

structed to inform this House, whether the Private Secre
tary of the late l'reeident has not received pay for the 
full time of the administration of the late President. 

The land bill was taken up in Committee of the W1JOle, 
Mr. Gazley in the Chair. 

Mr. };. H. Tarrant, one of the members elect from the 
county of Red River, produced his credentials, was 
sworn, and took hIS seat. 

A message WaS received from the Senate informing 
the House, they had passed an act authorizing the Com
missioner of the General Land Office to send for papers, 
&c., and request the concurrence of the House of Rep
resentatives. 

A mes3age was again received from the Senate, in
forming the House, that they had concurred in the joint 
resolution requiring the Secretary of War to execute 
certain duties: that they had also concurred in the fir.· 



amenonientto the hill regulating Eleclions, but adhert'd 
to the second; and that Ihey had passed a joih! resolu
tion, in reg-dnl to granting letters of marque and reprisal; 
also, It joint resolulion for· taking the census of Ibe Re
public, und request Ibe concuTrence of this House, in 
the Mlme. 

'fbe cnmnli;tee rose anJ repmted Ihe bill as amended, 
and a,k.·r! ieavc 10 be disclwrgecl: granterl. 

Thc bi II was then taken up befnre tile Hou;:e. 
Mr. Gant moved to reiel' the bill to :l. Select Commit

tee • 
. Alier ('fTlJ.'iclerahle clchnte the motion waS loot, alld Ihe 
hill pili UP()H its sc(:ond rf'adiflg-.-
. Mr. B,:lnth IrHl\'(~d 10 fltnt:'lld the fil'~t section, sn 1t~ to 

elect Ill" COllJmis.;;ioners hy ujoint ha]Jot of both lInuses. 
ofCon:.(!'. ", illSlClld of tlleir being elected hy Ihe people. 

Tl1{~ _\)'cs ~md Noes. being c~IJed l()r, the "ole s.tood 
Ihm: . 

A YlCs-:lIe;;srs. BakN, Branch, Dou.glas., Gazley, 
Grig;:by, J'''ies;·of :Brazoria: Jon!>., nf A n'lin; Jack, 
Lewi;;, IIfpujii>e; ~l·Kinney,. Palton,. Pi<'tpont, Suther
lwd "nd 'I'lwmpsM-15 . 
. Xo~,-HI'~;;rs. Speaker; Burl"",n, Clork, F.nglish, 

Ganl, Hardimon, Hill, Linn, Lumpkin, Ponlon, W"lker, 
·and '[""T",,1-12: adopled. 

On mol ion or lIIr. Douglass, tbe House adjoun1cd t\ll 
9 o'clock, to-mor~'ow~ 

!'\ , . , 
.WEDl;'fESDA¥, OCT. 27, 1837. 

Tire Honse met pursuant to adY,urnment. 
The jOllrwtl of the precediug day IOJei·ug reacl, 
~Ir. lbJ..cr "ffcn·d Ihe t"llotvinii "'wlulion: 
Rl'Sulrcd,· That I he several members of ihis Honse; be 

required to furadl the ClmllJlitlee nn County JJounda
rics 'with sllch infiJrmntion tiS t}wy may possess, "rela--
tive to the li.~ of their respecti\'e c.;ounties.· . 
. . 'l'h" hill n:gulathlg elections .was, Ihen l,,~en np; alld, 

·Mr. Sul·orrlalJd moved to ,appOIill a Committee of·CCn" 
ference, 10 a.01i:~irilb a ~mit~frllnn)}eSeiiat'e,.()n;I'u· 
bill.,·.adopteik:····' 0:' • ;;. 
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Messrs. Sutherland, Menifee, Hardiman une! Linn 
were appointed said committee. 

The joint resolution in regard to granting letters of 
marque amI reprisal was taken up, ancl read lk lirst 
time. 

The joint resolution for taking the census of the Re
public was taken up, and reae! the first time. 

The joint resolution, 3,uthorizing the Commissioner of 
the General Land Ollie:e to send for papers, &c., was 
taken up, and read the first time. 

The joint Reoo\ution for paying the claim of J. Duc
hana~ was takell up: read a second time; ano, all mo
tion of Mr. 11usk, referred to a Select Committee of 
Three: Messrs. Gazley, Branch and Burlesoll 'YeIC ap
pointed said commillee. 

On motion of Mr. Branch, the bill incorporating the 
Houston, Brazos, and Colorado Rail-road Company 
was taken up in Committee of the 'Whole, :'\fr. Thomp
son in the Chair. 

A me::;sage \vas receiverl fronl the Senate, intorming 
the House, that the act to incorporate the Town of Shel
byville, au(l granting further powers to the Corporations 
of San AugU3tine and Nacogdoches, had passed that 
House, with amendments; and that they had appointed 
a Committee of Conference to act "\-vith a. committee of 
this, on the amendlnent to the bill regulating Elections. 

Mr. Branch moved to adopt the bill a. amended, bv 
the corrr.:niucc of the whole. - . • 

On motion of 1.fr. Llranch, the committee rose, re
porteel the hill rlS adopted, and asked leave to be dis
dlilrgp,d from the further consideration of the same: 
granted. 

1.[r. Jones, Chairman of tllC Committee on Enrolled 
Bills, IqlOrted, t hat they had examined a joint resolu
tion making all appropriiJ.t-iou fiu the use of the 11Ospital, 
a joint reE!olutioll Jocating, permanently, the Seat of Go
vernment, a jOilJt resolution preventing aliens iimn being
;]ppOinled to office, and a joint i'csolution autlJOrizing 
\V m. n. Cooke to sign the promissory notes of the Gc
VCl'nlDC'!lt, awl tilld t.he .sume correctly clll'olled; and 
:hat the !;r3l ,juint rceolution \ViiS prc,entcd tu the I'n,
siJcnt on tlIe JA-tl! instant, i<H' his ~igl1aturc. 

;j 



The bill incorporating the town of Shelbyville was 
taken up, and ordered to lie on tho table. 

lIfr. Gazley askedleavc to introduce a bill for the re
lief of Col. Neil: road the first time, and referred to the 
Committee on Claims ancl Accounts. 

On motion of Mr. Jack, the House adjourned till 
:I o'clock, P. M. 

THREE O'CLOCK, P. li. 

The House met pursuant to adjournment. 
The bill incorporating the Houston, Brazos, and Co

lorado Itailroad Company was taken up; and, on mo
tion of 'Ir. Jones, of Brazoria, was referred to the Com
mittee on Post-ot1ice and Post-roads. 

On motion of Mr. Husk, tho resolution calling on the 
Secretary of Slate for information, rclati,-e to the bound
ary lines between this and the United States' Govern
ment, was rescinded. 

The land bill was taken up on its second reading. 
lIfr. Walker moved to refer it to a Select Committee 

of Three, to be chosen by ballot; and, after considerable 
debate, the Ayes and Noes being called for, the vote 
stood thus: 

AYES-~fessrs. Baker, Branch, Dou0;1ass, Gazlev, 
Gant, Hardiman. Hill, JoneR, of Brazo~-i,,; Jones, ;'f 
Austin; Linn, i\fcnifcc, ~I'Kinney, Patton, Pierpont, 
Ponton, Husk, Walker, and 'l',uTant-18. . 

NOEs-l\Iessrs. Speaker, Burleson, Clarke, English, 
Grigsby, Jack, Lumpkin, Lewis, Sutherland, and 
Thumpson-10. 

The HOllse then proceeded to ballot for the commit
tee: -'lessI's Jones, of Brazor.i~, and Jack were ap
pointed tdlers. On lhf'. hclllnt being connted, it ap
peared [1"lt ~~f. RIHk}wtl 19~ Mr. Jone" of Brazoria, 19, 
Mr.l\IC'ultcc I, l\Ir. G(lzlry I, nnd a number scaUenng. 
11.; beiog occpssary to elrct, lIfr. Rusk and Mr. Jones, 
of Brazoria. were declare,] elected. 

The HOllse then proceeded (0 elect one of the Com
mittee. Mr. Thompson received 6 yotes, Mr. Jones, of 
Au~tin, 7':Hr. l\felllfee 5, scatterIng 10. 

No one receiving the number requisite to a choice, the 
ballots were prepared again, whcn it appeared, Mr. 



51 

Branch had 10 votes, Mr. Jones, of Austin, 9, Mr. Melli
fee 6, scatteriug 3. 

No one receiving the number requisite, they proceeded 
to ballot the fourth time, when Mr. Branch received 15 
votes, ~I\lr. JOJl(-':3, of AUGtin, 7, scattering (): Mr. Branch 
was declared (luly elected. 

Hesollllion oJlcfcd by Mr. Thompson. 
ResDlred, That the ~enale be requested to appoint a 

committee to confer Wilh the committee elected by this 
House, on the lund bill: adopted. 

Mr . .r ones, or Brazoria, presented a mcmorial of mem
bers eng"gcd in the storming of Bexar, and the battle of 
San .r acinto: ordered to lie on thc table. 

On motion of Mr. Th:Jmpsoll, the House adjourned 
(ill 10 o'clock, to-morrow. 

T,{URSDAY, OCT. 19, 1837. 
The House met pursuant to adjournment. 
The journal or the preceding day being read, 
Mr. Jack presenter! a petition of H. C. Hudson: rs

ferred to the Committee OIl Claims and Accounts. 
Mr. Douglass, Chairman of the Committee on Claim. 

aIld Accounts, to whom was Tefe,rred a bill for the relief 
orCol. Neil, reported by a bill for tbe relief of persons 
wounded, &c., in tbe service of Texas: read the first 
time. 

The joint resolntion in regard to granting letters of 
marque and repri,al was taken up, and read the second 
time, and made the order of the day for to-morrow. 

Thc joint re",lution for taking tbe census of the Re
public wa~ Laken up, and read a second time. 

On motion of :!\It'. 1I1'Kinney, the House took a recess 
of one hour: at 11 o'clock they again met. The roll 
being called, 

1\'11'. Pierpont offered the fhl10wing resolution: 
Resolud, Tbat the ,loor-keeper be instructf'd to have 

the pla;l<Ting ",'cr head, in the Hall, a II taken oir, be
lieving it to he bud \\'ork, and unsafe to sit unuer: 
adopted. 

On motion or Mr. Thompson, the House adjourned till 
10 o'clock, to-murrow morning. 
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FRIDAY, OCTOBER 20, 1837. 
The House Inet pursuant to adjournment. 
The .iournal of the preceding Jay being read, 
lIfr. Jack pre;ented a petition hom Jollll ~elrlen, re

lath·e to hig contract fe)f carrying the mail: referreu to 
the Cummittec OIl PO:3t·office and Post-roads. 

~lr. Gunt presented a petition from S. 8. Curtis, 
prayin,'S indemnification for horses furnishecl the Go
vernment: rclerrerl to the Committee on )Iilitary At~ 
jairs. 

lIfr. Gazley, Chairman of the Committee on Post-office 
and Post-roads, to whom was referred a bill im:urpo
rating the Houston, Brazos, ami Colorado Rail-road 
Comp,my, reporter!, that they have had the same under 
consideration, and think there are no amendments ne
cessary, save the addition of a section requiring the said 
company to commence operations in cigbteen months 
from the Eassage of this act; and to complete the road 
as fur as the Brazos, in five years; and should they fail 
to do so, forfeit their charter: ordered to lie au the table. 

Mr. Jones, Chairman of the Committee on \Vays and 
)feans, to whOlll was referred the communications of 
the Secretary of the Treasury, reported by two bills: 
read the first time. Ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. Sutherland, Chairman of the .ioint committee, to 
whom was referred the bill regulating elections, re
PQrted, that the House should adhere to the disagree
ment to the amendments of the Senate: concurred 111. 

Mr. Gant offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That the Auditor of Publi" Accounts be 

authorized to draw on the contingent fund of t!w Hous .. 
of Representatives, for the sum of one hundred and sixty
two dollars, in favor of W. S. Hendricks, for extra 
services as door-keeper to the House of Representatives 
of the first Congress: provided, it shall appear from the 
records of the Auditor's Office, that the same has lIot 
been paid: adopted. 

Mr. Rusk presented a petition hom Captain Henry, 
of the schooner San Jacinto: referred to the Committee 
on Claims and Accounts. 

Mr. Branch asked leave to introduce n bill, entitled, 
.. An Act to provide for auditing the Contingent Ex
penses of both Houses1of Congress:" read the first time_ 
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A communication Was read from (he Au<1itor, in an
swer to a resolution, caltin!Z on him for information re
lating (0 (he late Presi(hnt's Private Secretary: referred 
to the Select Committee, to whom was referred the 
clair.n of Johu Buchanan. 

The joint resolution autllOrizing the Commissioner of 
the Ge~eral L~nJ-Office to send ["r paper", &c., was 
taken up ami reml a second time, and made the order of 
the day fin° to-morrow. 

The .ioi nt resolution fi,r taking the census of the Re
puhlic \\'<1S wken up: read the second lime. 

On mOLtotl of Mr. I-Ianliman, "tll'O" citizens in each 
-county ,vas stricken out, a[l(l "one" jn~ertcd. It was 
then, on 1110tion of }Ir. Tompson, reft..~rred to n Select 
Commiltee of Three: Messrs. Thompson, Menifee and 
Lumpkin were appointed said committee .. 

The joinl resolution in rcg(lrcl to gnlDtmg letters of 
marque and reprisal was taken up, and read the third 
time, aud rms~ed. 

The hill .incorporatin:; the (own of Shelbyville was 
taken up, ,mel the anJemlmants made by the benate disa
greed to. 

Tho I,jll relative to tile compensation of the soldiers 
engaged in the hattie of San Antonio and San J5.cinto 
was taken up, and made the special order of the day for 
to-morrn\v. 

A In':::::;sagc was received from t11e Senate, infiHming 
the House, that they had disagreed to the joint resolu
tion appointing a committee to COllier \vith the cOInmit
tee elected by the House, on the land bill. 

The bill granting pensions to persons wounJed in the 
service of Texas \Vas tuken up: read a second time, and 
referred to the Cmnmitlcee on )Iili tary Affairs. 

A communication was received from the Auditor; anu, 
on motion of Mr. Jones, of Brazoria, \Vas referred to a 
Committee on the same Department. 

The report of the Committee on the Tariff L:.ws Was 
taken up, and referred to the Committee on Ways and 
Means. 

On motion of Mr. Burleson, the Hou.c adjourned till 
:l o'clock, P. M. 

0* 



THREE O'CLOCK, P. )f. 

The House met pursuant to adjournment. 
Mr. Joues, of Brazoria, moved to have one hundred 

copies of the report of the Committee en Ways and 
Means printed for the use of this House: adopted. -

Mr. Gant asked leave to introduce a bill, prescribing 
the proof necessary to admit deeds, conveyances, liens, 
&c., to record: referred to the Committee on the J udi
ciary. 

On motion of Mr. Gant, the resolution authorizing the 
Auditorto audit the account ofW. S. Hendricks was re
considered. 

Mr. Jack offered as a substitute, a joint resolution: 
read the first time: the rule being suspended, it was 
read a second and third time; and the Ayes and No~s 
\)eing called for, on its final passage, the vote stood thus: 

AVEs-Messrs. Speaker, Burleson, Billingsly, Clark, 
Douglass, English, Grigsby, Gant, Hardiman, Jones, of 
Brazoria; Jack, Jones, of Austin; Linn, Lumpkin, 
lVl'Kinney, Pierpont, Ponton, Rusk, Thompson and Tar
rant-20. 

NOEs-Messrs. Menifee and Sutherland-2. 
On motion of Mt. Rnsk, the Honse adjourned till 

10 o'clock, to-morrow. 

SATURDAY, OCT. 21, 1837. 
The House met pursuant to adjournment. 
Thejournal of the preceding day being read, 
Mr. Rusk presented a petition from George Gillespie 

praying fbr assistance: referred -to the Committee or: 
Military Affairs. 

Mr. Thompson, Chairmrn of tbe Comlllittee to whom 
was referred the joint resolution for taking the census of 
the Republic, reported by bill: read the Jirst time. 

Mr. Branch offered the following rewlution: 
&solved, by the Senate and House 0/ Representatil'es <1 

the Republic Qf Texas in Congress assemM,d, That the two 
Houses adjourn this evening at 3 o'clock, nntil the regu
lar session: ordered to lie on the table. 
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Mr. Gazley asked leave to introduce a bill relative to 
the finance and forfeited lands: granted. Read the 
first time, and referred to the Committee on Public 
Lands. 

Mr. Jones, of Brazoria, prejlented a memorial from 
John Turner: referred to the Committee on Privileges 
and Elections. 

The bill authorizing the Commissioner of the General 
Land-office to send for papers, &c., was taken up: ·read 
the third time, and referred to a Select Committee of 
Three: Messrs. Rusk, Branch, and Jones, of Brazoria, 
Were appointed said committee. 

The report of the committee, to whom was referred 
the bill incorporating the Houston, Brazos, and Colorado 
Rail-road Company, was taken up. 

A message was received from the Senate, informing 
the House, that they had receded from their amendment 
to the billrcgulating Elections; and that they had ap
pointccllVlessrs. Horton, Barnett iLnd Burton Hf.'\ a com
mittee on the Texas Rail-road, Navigation and Banking 
Company. 

Mr. Gazley offered the following amendmcut to the 
16th section of the bill, incorporating the Houston, Bra
zos and Colorado Rail-road Company, providing, that in 
case of an invasion of the conntry by tbe enemy should 
prevent the Company from proceeding with the work, 
that so much time as is lost by reason of such invasion, 
shall be added to the time specified in this section, for 
the commencement and completion of the road to the 
Brazos: adopted. 
~n motion of Mr. Menifee, "eighteen months" was 

stricken out, for the commencement of the work, and 
"twelve months" inserted. 

On motion of Mr. Gazley, the House adjourned till 
10 o'clock, Monday morning. 
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MO"DAY, OCT. 23, 1887. 

'111e House met pUrsUllllt to adjournment. 
The journal of the prececling day being read, 
lIfr. Uazley, Chn irmall of the Committee on Post

offices awl I)031-ro:ld:.:, 10 ,vl1Om \Vas referred the con
tract of John Selden for carryillg the mail, reported, 
that there h,,, been no c\"idm1ce a,!duced to prom that 
he lIfts discbarged bis duty; and rccorlllllend 1lis dis
charge \vitb()ut t'f~IllllnCl'ati{)n, if he has failed in hi~ con
tract; ou the uJnlrary, tbat shot~lJ proof be adduced, of 
his hayj[J!.r discl1!lf.:..!"ed his duty, tb:'11 they :-ecomrncnd 
his being" [)a id; 31~(~;, recOlnmcn'd n n <.1 Pprol)! i;J tion to the 
l)ost-office Department, to a sufficient amount to enable 
the Postmastt:r-Geueral to provide for the transportation 
of the mail to the seveml post-olliee cstablishments 
throughout the Republic. 

A message 'vas reeeived from the Senate, infbrming 
the House, that they had passed a joint rewlution re
quiring the Secretary of the Treasury 1<) issue the pro
missory notes of the Covernment, and rcquc,3t their con. 
currence. 

Mr. Daniel nowlett, one of the members elect from 
the county of Red niver, Was sworn, and invited to take 
his seat.. . 

On motion of Mr. Jack, the papers of Mr. Selden were 
withdrCl\Vn. 

Mr. Jones, Chairman of the Commiltt'o on Privileges 
and Election~, rcp()rh~d, that they have lweI the memo
rial of John Turner under considcr:,:io,'; and that no 
evidenc.:c h:J.s uecn adduced before thc'm, .0 substantiate 
the iaet of tbe incligibtlity of ]\fr. Drcnan, (tho person 
returned,) to a SC<:lt iu the House. 

Mr. Husk oiil:rcd tho following resolution: 
R,.wlred, That one of the lJrlo,;cllpi,d rooms in the 

wingg of tho C Ipitol, be appropriated to the usc of the 
County Court of lIarrisburg, during its present term: 
adopted. 

Mr. Rusk presented a communication from the Sec-



57 

retary of War, in answer to a resolution of this House, 
calling for information relative to the Army: reterred 
to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. Thompson offered the following resolution: 
n,so/veti, That a committee of five be appointed to 

wait upon the Hon. Aleee Labranche, Minister hOIll the 
United Btates, and request him to visit this HOllse, and 
take a seat within the bar; and that the 8peakcr nomi
nate some members to address the sa.id l\Iinister, [weI 
bid him welcome to our country: adopted. 

Mr. RUok was appointed to address the Minister, nnd 
lIfe"rs. Cazley, Thompson, Branch, Jack, and Jones, 
of Brazoria, \vere a.ppointed said committee. . 

1\[r. Poulon offered the following resolution: 
llesolced, That a t;omrnittee of three be appointed, to 

ascertain on \vhat terms Congress are to have the Capi
tol for the Hext se~sion of Congress; (lno what they are 
chargin~ ,1.1 present for the u~c of said buil(ling: adopted. 
Messrs. 1'ettton, Hardiman and Bakel' were appointed 
said committee. 

Mr. Burleson introdlleed a Lill, requiring the Com
rnissioner-Gcncral to furnish certified copies of records, 
&e.: read the first time. 

Mr. Billingsly asked leave to introduce a bill, estah
lishing a rate of interest: rea.d the first time and fl'

ferred to a Select Committee of three: Messrs. Baker, 
Jack and Thompson were appointed said committee. 

}Ir. Patton otiercd the iollm\-ing resolution: . 
Resolved, That" committee of five be appointed to 

revise the Tariff, and report by bill or otherwj~c: 
a.dopted. :Messrs. Patton, Pierpont, Douglas,::;;, JOllt',~t 
of Austi!" ulJ(lllurleson were appointed said Commil
tee. 

The joint Resolution for auditing the Contingent E ,
pcnses of bOlh Ifou:icS of Congress was taken up: n>,hl 
a second time. 

Mr. Bran<.;h offered an amendment, so as to dra\\' -J!l 

tbe Contingent Fund ofhoth Houses o[Congress, jtlr titl) 
amount. 

JIr. Jones, of Brazoria, offered the f()llowing :lddi-
tiona! :-3eetion : ' 

Be it ji/},t/trr rl/.w,tcd, That two tlinl1sand c..1011ru-.: :'(', 
and the same is herehy appmpri:1tecl, tu oeti-ay tbe , "::-
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tingent e"p~n,es of jj()th Hall.'e.' of Congress: ordered 
to be engros~cd f(JI- ,1 third reading. 

A mes:;tlg~ \Y;l"': r<.:c(;-(vcd {10m -the Senate, refjucsling 
the House to :JPPfI:nt a commiltep, to ad in C()lljur:ction 
with a comllliul'c Oil tilt:; Pi!!"t of the Senate, for receiving, 
in a proper llW1JtJCl', tLc Hun. A. Labranche, Cbarge 
d' AffiJire, from the United Statcs of the Korth, ncar thi, 
ltepublic. 

On moti,n of Mr. Ru.;k, the vote was reconsitlered, 
O[~ the resolution, appointing a committee to ,,,-ait upon 
the Han. A. Labranche. 

·On motion or Mr. Jack, the message from the Senate 
wag concurred in; and a joint committee, composed of 
'Iessr.;. Gnley, Thompson anti Branch, were appointed. 

The bill fiJI' taking the census of the Republic was 
read a second ti me. 

Mr. Thompson moved to amend it, so as to make - . 
• eparate eolum" for Spaniartls and descendants 01 
Spaniartls: adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Jones, of Austin, the first seetion 
was amended, so as to require the Chief Justice to give 
noLless than twenty nor more than forty days' notice; 
arid" twenty days" was stricken out, in the 4th section, 
and "sixty days" inserted. 

A message was reccived from the Senate, informing 
the House, that they bad passed an act supplementary 
to an act entitled, "An Aet to exclude Aliens Ii-om hold
ing office. 

On motion of lIfr. Gazley, the House adjourned till 
10 o'clock, to-morrow. 

TUESDAY, OCT. 24, 1837. 

The House 111et pursuant to al~inurnmcnt. 
Mr. Guzlcy )jJ{Jvcd to SLJspclld Lbe reacling of the jour

Ilal; alld~ a~ Cklirl1lan of tho Joint Committee to \yait 
upon the Hon. A. Lal,rallchc, wade the i(lllowing report: 

To the i')'pcab:1" and (hnllul'/cu {!l the 111JilSC of ilelJre
.'iento,tiDcS: 

The :'pecial Committee, appointed to mul" arrange
ments [0, the recl'plioll of the Hon. Alece Labranche, 
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Charge d'Affiliresof the Uniled St"l~,of :'i"orth America, 
respectfLlll.Y report: that they have, in cOII,iunction \\:ith 
the committee on the VHt of tho ;,lcn~le. eh,),en the Hon. 
Wm. H. Wharton to dcliyer on "ppropriale adoress. 
The Joint Committee have a]sn wailed lIpOIl the Hon~ 
A. Labranche, and presel1teu him a cOllJIlJUnication in 
substance as follows: 
To the HOIi ... lIr. Laoranc1w, C/wrge Ii' ,Ijjill'n:s, 4·c.: 

8m.: \Ve are a cornrniltm', (i.ppoinlcd by the Senate 
and House of l{cpJ'C'sentativcs, to wpkol1le you as a di
plomatic agent of the Governmcnt,o( the UniteJ ~tates 
'Of North Americrr, to the shores of our adopted country. 

Your pre:,ctl(;(~ at t11i~ plate, in YOllr representative 
capacity, ,hcf(H'8 time has cOl11plet{'d the second anni
versary of our national exi:-:tencc, is an event so no~'cl, 
that while it excites emotions of pica sure, and awakens 
a lively sense of gratitude towards tile g()n~rnmcnt of . 
our nativity, it also induces a retrospective inquiry in 
our history. 

\Ve cnliaratccl to T'CXilS <1t a tinH~ when l\Texico \vag 
{·.ompnsed (')~f cnntl:'derated ~tatf'~, \Vitll ;1 CI )!!:,lil ulion and 
laws promisil1~ slxurity to the coloLJi~ts ill the enjoy
ment of pe r.""o 11 '-1 t ns well as nnt10nn1 righlS j with a taeit 
condition, that the same ll.cpublican GO\'ernment :::hould 
continue it.s opt·rations unchan,~ed. Lured by the hope
ful prospect, \"Vc becillIle engaged in avocations to \vhich 
"\ve hau. uerm rlccllstomec1, l.Ulconscious of approa.ching 
danger~, wh(,11 suJdenly, lntp,rnnl commotions began to 
agil"lc IlLe llcpuhlic of Mexico; and finally revolutions 
.l!!uccccdcd, bv \\. bi{'h the Government was subverted, 
and a milit.iu:y despotism attempted to he substituted .. 
EXf-'ostulal ions \yith the enemy \vere ineHeciual, nege
tiatious ,ycrc n~iect("d, and an appeal to arms in self
defence \Vj];, llPll!C compubory, by a.n actual invasion by 
the foe. In 1be deadly connict that succeeoeu, while 
the dark cloud of ,,,lver~ity and desolation rose upon our 
weMern borJer;-;, the patriots of our native country ad
va.nced to our standard, success crowned our efforts, and 
Texas asslllTled the attitude of a sovereign and inde
pendent l1;ltiO!l. 

The Uniled Stales of North AmcriCD. elevated our po
sition, by an c:ldy rrcognilion of our independence. The 
impressions uude uouGly interesting by the arrival of a 
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national representative from our parent country, and 
the high regard this nation entertains for the Government 
you r'epresent, has induced Congress to appoint this 
committee to invite the attendance of your Honor, to 
the Capitol, to-morrow. at 12 o'clock, M_, when both 
Houses of Congress will be convened for your reception. 

The committee having received the assent of the Han. 
A. Labranche to the arrangements proposed, proceeded 
to invite his Excellency the President, and the several 
memhers of the Cabinet, to attend at the Capitol on the 
24th day of October, at 12 o'clock, lIf., to greet the 
first diplomatic agent of another nation to the Republic 
of Texas: cOlJcurred in. 

Mr. Gazley offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That a committee of three be appointed to 

wait upon the Senate, and invite their attendance at the 
Representative Hall, at 11 o'clock, A. !II., to receive the 
Han. Mr. Labranche, Charge d'Affaires from the united 
States of Sorth America. 

Mr. Rusk offered a joiut resolution, inviting lh~ Senate 
to convene in tue Hall of the House of Reprentatives, 
for electing Commissioners to select a site for the per
manent location of the Seat of Government: ordered tv 

. lie on the table. 
Hr. Junes, of Brazoria, moved to proceed to the busi-

ness urthe day. 
The journal being read, 
Mr. Burleson offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That the printer be required to furnish fiJiy 

copies of dw original laud bill, passed 22nd Decelllbe;. 
1836, at the earliest po"ible hour, for the use of thi' 
House: adopted. 

;\II'. Jone" or Brawria, oflered the follOWing resol,,
tion: 

Rcsolrtd, Tlwt ihe Door-keeper be directed to proceed 
and plat'e :l dove in tile RepreserIlati ve Hall: adopted. 

On mOli<lll of Air. Billingsly, !\Iessrs. l\I'Kinnevaml 
Rowlett ,\ ere wldpd 10 the ~ommittce, to WllOnt v . .:ZtS re
ten'cd a bill for layin,,, air a road. hom the town of Miwl 
to the count) of Hed Hiver. 

The joint re,olution lor elocling the ComlIli~sioners fin 
locating the f:leat of GovernmcuL was taken up, and 
passed. 
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A l11C3sagc ,vas received from the Senate, illilJnnillg 
(lIe House, that they had passed "A Joint ResuJllliun [0 
suspenu an Act for direct taxation," and HX]lI(~Sl the 
concurrence of t11e House; and that lllCy ]lad COllCUlTeU 

in HA Joinl nc~()lutiou Inaking ;::1.11 allowance to \Y. 8. 
Hendrick;" also, the report of tlIe committee {ur re
ceiving tIle Hon. A. LalJrmH.:hc. 

A n~cf'saQc \vas received frOUl tho Senate inU)1JJiine: 
the HOllSC,~ tImt they had accepted the invitatiun, 'lll~l 
\vvulc! attend alII o'clock. 

'rho Gill [(Jr auditing the contingent cxpcw::cs of botb 
Hou,-::c:=; of Cungress v,-as taken up, und onIerecl to lie OJ] 

tbe ll,LIe fur the pwscnl. 
A lllCS.3agc \VU:3 rct.:eiv8d iiOln the Senate, inifJIllJing 

the House, that th;:;y had (',oncurrcu in the resolut.iolL 
inviting them to atteuJ in the Representative Hall, to 
elect C01111nissioncrs. 

Oa cX~llnit1ing the resolution, it. appcarc<l that the Se
nate brill al1h:ndcd the rC2·ulution, \Y]licll was not re
purted hy the Secretary. 

It was tllert llwved, that the SCCl'ctLil'Y be req IlcStt'.'d t( ~ 
correct hi6 report, and that the House conCLIr ill lh( 
amendmellt. 

The bill f(Jr auditing tJIG contingent expenses of 0011, 
}Iousc:; of Cougrcss, and making an a.ppropriation there
for, W'b taken up: read the thin! time and passed. 

An act supplementary to all act, cntit~J.," An A tl 
10 exclude alicl1:3 from holdjng ofllcc," was reao tiw 
iir.,t time, awl illliefinitely postponed. 

The jOlllt rC6ululioH rcqnirillg the Dcerelar,)' of tIll .. 
Trcnsury to .sign tIle pronlissnry notcs of the C:-(lv(~rlJ
ll1l~nt \ras reaJ the first tinie, and ordered to lie un ti](; 

table. 
The bill ic,r taking the census of tlw Republic Wei,' 

I:lkcn up: read a second tin18; and, after some amcnd
'rJ(:~nts beillg made, 

On lUotion of .Mr. Hardiman, the House tuok a reces, 
'If tittccn minutes. 

The Hiluse met pur"uant to adjournWE::Ilt. 
The rull b"illg callccl, 
A mes~a!.!t' \\ a.::; ICCGIvcd from the SCIl: . .ltt:. mi()flllllJ ..... 

th~ Housc,<"';tbat they only waited an illtinmtivf1 jjf tl1~ 
hour to atteud. 

o 
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The committee appointed to discharge thaI duty, in~ 
I()frnccl tho Senate, tktt they ,\~ere nCJ\v prepareu to 
receive them; and they appeared in the Hedl. 

Dlr. Rusk moveLl, that the c0111l1littec illti)rm the I-Ion. 
Mr. Labrall~hc, that tllC two Houfes of Congress are 
no\V ready to rccei\-e lIim. '-' 

Mr. Itusk movecl, tLat " committee of three be ap~ 
pointed, to prepare scats liJr the reception of the Hon. 
Char,c;" cl' Afhtircs: Me"r,. ICllSk, BillingslyanclBurleson 
,yere ,-' ppointed said C0ll1l11ittce. 

Tbe arriv3i of tbe Hon. Charge d'Affaires being an· 
lJouncuJ, )'Ir. \Vhart011 pr{Jct'cded to \ve1come his arrival 
lli this country; awl was replied to by the fIon. Charge 
Ir AlE/ires. 

Ou Inotion of' :Jlr. Husk, a .ioint committee ofL\VO "were 
appointeJ, to ~.v~it upon the Hon. Clmrge (F ~-\fiaire.s amI 
the It on. Scuator, for copies of their address j(Jl' pub
licatiolJ: Messrs. Husk and Jack \yere appointed said 
comnlittee. 

On motion of' ].orr. Jack, the House ucljourned till 
3 o'clock, to-morrow. 

THREE O'CLOCK, r. M. 

The House [het pursuant to adjournment. 
Mr. Branch moved, that a committee of three he ap

poiutecl to int,mn the Senate, that tbe HuUBe is now 
ready to receive dIem {(jf tlm purpose of electing Com
missioners to sdect a site f;)r the permanent: location of 
the :Seat of Government: ~fc:-;srs. Brandl, Thompson 
Qud Clark 'I,rerc appointed said committee . 

. Mr. Patton, ch~inlJan of the committe that Was, ap
pOinif.!d to ascertam on what terms Congress occupied 
the (;opitol, reported: that the ageut of the Towl! Com~ 
pan)' ]r-;ft it discretionary with Congress; and request 
thai a J "illl Committee should be appointed, with power 
to fi\. tlw terms: cO!Jcurred ill; and Messrs. PattoH, 
Rusk. arid ::J'JtiJerlan(1 were apl'oilltud sail! cO'11lIlittce. 

Tho hill ,givjng in:3trl1ctions to the Corl11nissioner
(;on"ral wao taken up, awl ordered to lie on the table. 

The Senai e conycnecl in the Hou,e; and thev pro~ 
eeeded to elect, by joint vote of both IIouses, f,ye ~Com~ 
ltlissionertt, to select [l. site for IJermanently locating the 
Scat of Government. 
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The uu.l1ot bring tak('n, 1\lr. Greer kul ~!.') V()tc~) ~:Jr. 
1\'I'Gcchcc 24, Hr. Burton 20, an J ;-t nlllnucr :'caLte "illt!; 
20 votes being necessary to a. clloicc, dIe OIIOH' lj:ljJl~'d 
persolls \\"crc declared elected. TJjr;y prO(;I'edl'd tn h:!l
lot for t\\'O uthol'.o;, and ),11'. Scherlock he.ll!.!: tile only 
,~aIHlidatc \\ 110 received the numb:,r of V01\~S' 'lIcce.ssar\" 
to dec;;:, ',"as dechrctl elected. '.I.'he 1->n1l01.- ',"3S ftlken ~! 
tbird 1il!l~. ~lr. Chris.~1l1t1n received ~3 votcs. Lemoin 
L2, scattering 3: .Ur. Cllris.smau ~vas declared ~lcctcd. 

The election being over, the mCmbtTS of 1he SeDate 
withdrew; and. 

On Illotion of Mr. Thompson, the House adjourned till 
10 o'clock, to-Ulorrow morniug. 

'VED~ESDAY, OCT. 25, 18~7. 
rhe House lIlet pursuant to adjournlllent. 
The journal of the preceding (by bciug read, 
l\fr. Howlett presented a pctjtjon from sundry citizen:.; 

,)f Red River County, praying ic)l' a new county: re
ferred to the Committee on County Doundarie,. 

Mr. Douglass asked leave to il;lImluce a bill relating 
to Jinance, awl for estabEshing a circulating lllCdiUltJ: 

read tlw first time, and ordered to lie on tbe table. 
:\lr. Jad{, Ch"irman of the Committee on the JuJi

eiary, reported a bill, to be entitled, HAn Aet to amcwl 
an Act pnl itled, 'An Act regulating proc~eding3 beilxc 
J usticGS of the Peace, passed :!2rl December, 1836 :". 
read the lirst time. 

I\1r. Jones, of Brazoria, introduced a IJill Inaking au
dited drafts, &c., recoverable, fc)r IOt3 in the Town Site 
for the Seat ofGovernuwnt; and for forfcitecllanils: rc,lI~ 
the first time. 

The joint l"esolut.io/l from the Senate, to f:uspcl1f1 an 
act for direct taxatlcll \",,:1S taken up: n~nd the /ir...,l 

tillH', ;lIla oruercd to lie on thn talJl~. 
'The joint rc~o!llti()i1 fi'orn t}lf": f:::Clltltl', rr"jujring the 

~8erctarv of the '.I'rC'~t:,urv 10 !~suc tllt", lIntc:--
;;f11lc (~i;\'ernnwllt \\"~IS ttlk"11 l1p: rc,"pl 111l' tilde. 

:on of 1\Ir. Dro.l1c!I, the \\"oru~ .. ~:u.:r(.'lary or 
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J he Treasury" was strickeu out of the eighth line, anel 
"Congress" inserted. 

It was theu moyed that the proviso be etricken out; 
and. after cOIsiJorable debate, the A yes and 7'\oes were 
called for, and the voto stood thus: • 

AYE!)-j\:rc~srs. Speaker, Baker, Branch, Burleson, 
Billingsly, Donglass, English, Gazley, Grigsby, Hardi
rnan, Hill, Junes, of Bra,zoria; Jones, of Austin; Jack, 
IJinn, A-Ienifee, ~I'Kinney, Patton, Pierpont, Ponton, 
Rusk, Howlett, Su!bcrhtnd, Thompson, Tarrant amI 
Walkcr-26. 

NOEs-Messrs. Clark and Lumpkin-2. 
lIfr. Rusk then offered a proviso in place of the one 

stricken out; which, together with the joint resolution, 
was ordered to lie on the table. 

:'tfr. Rusk, from the committee appointed to wait rpoll 
the Han. A. Labranche and W. H. Wharton for their 
addresses, asked and obtained leave of absence to per
form that duty. 

The message annexed was·received, and read, tram 
the President, returning a joint resolution, requiring the 
Secretary of War to execute certain duties. with his veto. 

EXECUTIVE DEPART:\1EXT, ~ 
Houston, Oct. 24, 18:J7. S 

To the Han. Congre .. of Ihe RepuUic 0/ Texas. 
GENTLEME"; 

I have had the pleasure of receiving a joint resolu
tion, requesting the Secretary of War to execute certain 
duties. This resolution is submitted for !be approbatioll 
of the Executive. I regret that a sense of duty is the 
least hesitancy on the part of the Executive, to yield 
his sallction to it. 

It was supplemental to a General Land Bil!, which, 
hy its O\\'o provisions, was rendered inoperatjve, for a 
certain time, and subject to a suspension by the action of 
the Executive. It was not thought to be imperative as 
to its immediate execution. Had the Executive ap
proved its immediate execution, or the Secretary of War 
performed it, nothing appeared more ruinous to tbe COUD

ITY, . Our army was numerous; it was destitute of 
e~ing; it was without ten days' pro, isions; it had not 
five-hnndred efficient arms; it Was wotllIly defective in 



65 

ammunition-(and I regret to say, lhat the country is 
without any at this time:) we had to look "hroad for 
our supplies; general discontent prevailed in the army; 

Our only reliance lor the remedy of those evils, was 
upon the scrip which had been Bent to agents of tbi$ 
Government in the United States, to he disposed of: 
unless that scheme should prove successful, the army 
must remain destitute, which would soon have led to 
anarchy and .its dissolution. Congress had adjournecl; 
the Executive and his advisers had the country to sustain 
.in the emergency; whatever WOll Id go to sustain the fi
nance, or resources of the country; it was w-isdom 11111.1 

patriotism to promote them. 
Under the directions of the Government "d interim, 

the acting raywaster-General 1',Ld issued npwards of 
thirty thousand acres of Land Certilicates for discharaed 
soldiers. They immecliatcly sailed for ","e\V-Or1ea~s; 
and, on their arrival there, flnrling themselves destitute 
of means, they f()l!11l1 persnl1;; tltcrc (J lway:, ready to pur
dli.1se at a greil.t sacrifice. h \~-aB solJ at t\VCllty cents 
per acro, and under that price. ::-:;pcculators f.;OOll availed 
themselves of these tlu:ts. 

When the scrip of the Government was brought into 
market at 60 cents per acre, there were ahvays persons 
who had purchased the soldiers' certificates, for a mere 
nominal amount, who were prepared to specu late upon 
it at a price li'om twenty-five to thirty cents per acre, 
alleging, that it emal1ated from the Govermllcnt; and 
that it was equally a8 good as the scrip sent there by the 
Government. This at once, depreciated the scrip of the 
Government, and rcnclerr,(l it impossible to vend it lor 
cash, or to purchase supplies for the army, without pay
ing from one to two hundred per cent. advance for them, 

Under these circumstances, had no otber difficulties 
presented themselves, it would have heen manifest im
policy to have issued the scrip to the soldiers. In ~u
diting their accounts, they have an assurance of what 
land is due them. '<0 injury call resull to the soldier, ill 
noL having is~ue(110 him, the ?crip. 

Had the GovcrTlll1cnt recalled Clll ite eerip at the time, 
~t would have OOVL<'l1.ccl one manifest reason for not i~
.suing scri p to sold :(~rs. The danger of dqn'f~ci::tting the 

G* 
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.'crip of the Goycrnmcnt would then have cea,ed, and 
the soldiers placed on a marc respectable footing. 

But there were other diiliculties. There \Vas a want 
of statinl1cry in the COllutry, ou \vhich to ha\"0 printed 
blank jimns. 1'\0 limn was prescribed by the Hon. Con
gress; and I would respectfully suggest. that much lor
wality s.houltl he used in issuing the warrauls~ "\yheuever 
it may be proper to do so. 

That they should not only be signed by the Secretary 
of \VaT, they shoukl l)c countersigned, and greut care 
taken in their completion. If it is not done, the conse
quence will be, that not only this country, hut the Cni
ted States, will be flooded with counterfeit warrants, 
purporting to be issued by this Gowrnmcnt. This 
course ',\'olJlcl be calculated to destruy cOllfidence with 
those \\ ho might be ·willing to auventure to ()ur country;. 
and instead of their imputing the act to individual.s v.-ho 
,-;hould IJccome the principals or ad visors. or abettors, 111 
this nefarious transaction, the odium would fall upon the 
citizens of the Republic, as a community, and prejudice 
OUT standing as a nation. 

I have .respectfully presented, cursorily, some of tire 
Iea~ons touching fhi.') 8uLjcct, which appeareJ entitled to 
consideration. 'Vith great deference to the HOIl. Con
gress, they have appeared sufficient to the Executive to 
\vithhold hIS approbation from the resolution. 

(Signed) SAM HOUSTON. 

JlIr. Rusk moved to pass the joint resolution YOtoed bv 
the Presidcllt, The Ayes and Noes being taken, tho 
vote stood thus: 

AYF.~-~'\le~srs. Speaker, Baker, Branch, Burleson, 
BillilLgsly, Cbrk, DOllglu.ss, English, Gazley, Grig:;by, 
Gant, llardiman, Hill, Jones, of Brazoria; Jones, ~Jr 
Austin; .J ack, LiIln, Lumpkin, l\Ienitee, l\I'Kinllcy, Pat~ 
ton, l'ierpmlt, Ponton, Rl1:~k, R()\vlctt, Suthcrhnd, 
Thomp~()n, TalTani :lwJ \VaU,er-29. 

NOE;.;-Nol1c. 
i\fr. Patton of}i:reJ the follcJ\vjng resolution: 
Rc.<;oll.'f.J1, That a. eommlttcf' of three be npV1intcd, to 

a~t as a Joint Co~nmittcc to inquire into the (:xpeJiency 
Ji recaliiIlg our a~c!lt to the l~ nited States to sell land 
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8crip: adopted. Messrs. Patton, Rusk and Hill were 
appointed said committee. 

Mr. Billingsly offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That the Auditor of Ptlblic Accounts be re

quired to injemn this House, by wh:!t authority he al
lowerl a part of the corps of mounted gunmen one dol
lar and twenty-five cents per day: adopted. Messrs. 
Billingsly, Ponton and ·Walker were appointed a com
mittee to carry this resolution into effect. 

The bill I; >r taking the census of the Republic was 
taken up; and, on .its second reading, on motion of l\1r. 
Jones, of BrLzoria, the 1.th section was so amended as 
to require the returns to.be made to the Chief Justice of 
the County. 

Mr. Rusk moved that the bill be indefinitely postponed. 
The Ayes and :'lacs being called for, the vote stood 

thus: 
AYEs-~lcssrs. Baker, Braadl, Hilliligsly, Douglass, 

Jack, ~,Ieni:t_'e, .M'i(illllf'Y, Ponton, Patton, llus.k, Su
therland anrl Walkci'-ll. 

NOEs--~lcssl's. 8 )caker, JurleHm, Clark, English, 
Gazley, Grigsby, a"nt, Harr:iman, Hill, Jones, of Bra
zoria; Jones, of A lJst~ll; Linn, Lumpkin, Pierpont, Ro\v
lett, Thompson and Tarrant--17: motion 105t. 

Mr. Jack offered the follo\\·ing resolution: 
llcwlred, That the Door-keeper be required to pro

cure, for the me of the House, a sufficient quantity of 
chairs for the us'· of its memb<3rs: adopted. 

On motion of Hr. Thompson, the House adjourned tiJi 
:3 o'clock, P. M. 

'fHUEE O'CLOCK, P. M. 

The House ill'ot pursuant to aujonrnrnent. 
Mr. Jones, CLairman of the Committee on Enrolleu 

Bills, reported: I hat they have examined the Bill regu
lating Elections, "nd find tbe same correctly enrolled. 

The bill for t"-king the census of the Republic was 
takcn up at th" orh section. 

On motion (,r :Mr. Patton, the \vords SpanliJ,nls and 
<lesceudallt..; 0'- Sraniards ',Vus strid .. cm out, in the 7th 
section. On L10Lilln or I\Ir. Brunch, tbc laf:t line of the 
.same ,vas S1.rlc :\.cn nut. 

The won! T, .'flSLll"Cl" was stricken out, in the 9th sec-
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':;()11, at)'l Auditor in,ertcd; 'ind the two h"t lines of th8 
.~cction 'Yere ;;::t1'ick811 out. 

On moLLnrt of :\Ir. I3randt, the 7th section "\Yas 50 

amended, ns to require to be J.~ept in sepan.ttf::! columns. 
all ti'ce white persons, male and female, over tifty, he· 
t\\T'Ctl 1(Jrty and fifty, between thirty anel forty, !Jct\YCCtl 

l\ventY-one and thirty, between seventeen {JlHl L\\"entv
j)I1C, Getwcen ten and seventeen, and under ten yuns 'ot 
age. 

On lllotion of ~Ir. Raker, the fc,l1o\\-in!l ~ect~()1l was 
"dded to the bill: .. 

Be it Jimlter cnnctcd, That it sldl be the duty of the 
assesSOrs to t;'lke down, in separate columns, i111 persons 
belonging to t110 depopulated cOHnties, and return them 
as inhabitants of the counties to which tIleY respccti \-efy 
l)rlon lY , 

Or2ered to be engrossed. 
The bill giving instructions to the Commis~ioncr-Ge

neral: read the third time, and ordered to lie on the 
table lor the present, 

The bill to compensate the soldiers who participated 
in the battles of San Antonio and San Jacinto \VilS ta]u:"1"1 
up on its second reading. 

!\fro Baker moved to indefinitely postpone the bilL 
The Ayes anclNoes being callc(l for, the YOU: stood thus: 

~-\YE,"j-l\fessrs. TInker, English, Jonc~, of Austin; 
Lumpkin, l\I'I\:'inncy, Thompson alit! Tnrrant-7. 

SOEs-;l[eosr,. Branch, Burleson, Billingsly, Clark, 
D~Jngla:;s, Uri!?:shy, Gant, I-Iardiman, Irill~ Jones, oC 
Brazoria; Jack, Linn, l).'!enifee, l)attoIl, Ponton, Rus.k, 
L{n\vlctt and Sl1thcrIand-1R: 10.;;t. 

:lfr. TJ!O:npson mond that the bbnk in section Ist. 
(J(~ tilted wi th six lcaq:ucs. The Ayes and X oes being 
,;;lllcd f(-Jl·~ tlle \'Ull; stood thus: . 

. \n:,s-}fr. Thompson-I. 
\"or::-:-Jlf':3~r:3. Baker, nr~lt1('h~ Durlc:::;on, DillinQslv, 

Clark, ])Ollgla~8, Engli . ..:h, G,1;';lc::, Grig.3by, Gaut, lIdr
diman, IIill, Jone . ..:, (JfBrw-:nri~:t; JOIW.S, df'.:\ustln; Jnck, 
~i.nn, Lumpkin, I\Icnjfee, tlI'J\jnncy, .Pattoll, ].)iC'rpont, 
Pontou, Hu~k, llo\victt, f)utllCrhnd and Tilrrant-26: 
Ir)st. 

'lr. Billingslymovcd tlmt it be filled with one quarter 
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of a league. The Ayes and Noes lJeing called for, the 
vote stood as follows: 

AYEs-Messrs. Britnch, Billingsly, Douglass, Englisll, 
Grigsby, Hill, Jack, Lumpkin, Patton and Tarmnt-l0. 
NOEs-~Icssrs. Baker, Burleson, Clark, Gazley, Gallt, 

Hardiman, Jones, of Brazoriu; Jones, of Austin; Linn, 
}Icnitt~C', ~\r'l\inncy, Pierpont, Ponton., Rusk, Ro,ylett, 
Suthcrlo.ll<1 nll,1 Tbmnpson-17. 

:\1r. Patton moycd to Jill the blank with 640 acres. 
The Ayes and Noes were called for, and the vote stood 
as fi,Uows: 

AYEs-~Ics,rs. Branch, Burleson,. Billingsly, Clark, 
Donglass, English, Grigsby, Gant, Hill, Linn, Lnmpkill. 
Patton, Sutherland and Tarrant-14. ,vij; 

NOEs-l\iessrs. Baker, Gilzley, Hardiman, Jones, of 
Brazoria; Jones, of Austin; Jack, Menifee, M'Rinney, 
Pierpont, Ponton, Hllsk, Rowlett amI Thompson-13: 
carrieJ. 

Mr. Patton nwved to aJopt the section as it stood. 
Ayes ana 1\'"083 being calleu t()l-, thu Yote s.tu()(l tllUSi: 
AYE3-~Icss!'s. Braucb, Burleson, Billingsly, Clark, 

English, Grigsby Ganl, Hardiman Hill, Joncs, of Bra
zoria; Jack, Linn, Lumpkin, Mcnifee, Patton, Pierpont, 
Rusk, Sutherland and Tarr"nt-19. 

NOEs-l\Iessrs. Baker, Gazley, Jones, of Austin; 
~\f'Kinncy,l'onton, Rowlett and Thompson-7: adopted. 

Mr. Patton moyed to lin the blank in 2d section, with 
640 acrcs: adopted. 

Mr. Har.1imall oftEn'ed the following proviso to the 
section: 

Provided, That no more th"n 640 acres of land be al
lowed lo anyone individual, under the provisions of 
this act. 

The Ayes and Noes were called for, and the vote 
stood thus: 

AYES-Messrs. Baker, Branch, Burleson, Clark, Doug
lass, Gazley, Grigsby, Hardiman, Jones, of Brazoria; 
Linn, I\I'Kinney, Rusk, Pierpont, Rowlett, Sutherland 
and 'l'arrant-16. ' 
NOEs-)[ess". Billina:slv, English, Gant, Hill, JOl'''s, 
of Austill; Jack, Luinr;kin, iIenifcc, Patton, POnlr/ll, 
and Thol1ll,"on-ll: a:!opted. 

The J .. yc.:.; and !\"nc:i hcjn~ c:111cll ior, on t.hr adnntioB 
of the se(~t;()n os nmendcd, ~hc Ynte sto()ll 1.h11S: J. 
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,AYEs-:Mc5-srs. Baker, Bran('h, BurJe~lillt JLtlilJS",:ly~ 
t;lark, nou~la::;.:.:) Erl~1ish, C:3.zlc'\~, (;ri::.:)p:, I !:Jrlli:,;an, 
I-liB, Jonc~: of' Dri1;orja; Linll,~ Lw:.pk~;I, _\j'1':;nney, 
Patton, Picrpodt, Rusk, Ho\dctt, :3u/.;,_:,'bJ,d illliJ Tar
rant-21. 

NOEs-)Iessrs. Gnnt, Jones, or Austin; J :J.c1~, ~r( nife!], 
Po~ton and Tll<Jmr~()n-(j: adoiJted. . . 

On motion of l\Ir. Branch, the prmi-:() E1 ~cctlon :3u 
was stric.kcn out; and the \vonb "duri!J~ the lifetime 
of the individual," 'vas strickcll out, and tLe ,Yords, 
"anJ liable only for such JeLt or debts," ~l;o stricken 
out. 

,The Ayes and Noes being called for, on tllC adoption 
(If the sectloll as amended, the vote stood thus: 
AYES-~rcssrs. Branch., BllrlCOOII, Billillg,ly Clark. 

Douglass, English, Grigsby, Cant, Hardiltlall, Hill, 
Jones, of Austin; Jack, LnIllpkin, !\rcniIt~e, Patton, 
i'il'rpollt, RUok, Rowlett, Sutherland and \Yalker-20. 

:\oEs-I-"fessrs. Baker, Gazlev, Jones, of Brazona; 
Linn, j)'l'Kinney, Ponton; Thori{pson and Tarrant-S: 
adopted. 

The 4th 5tl!, mh and 7th sectioru; were "dopted. 
OIl motion of Mr. Ganl, the House adjourned till 10 

dclock 1 to-rnorrov..... . 

TIH;RSDAY, OCT. 26, lS37. 

Th(~ House met pursuant to a.djournment. 
The journals of the preceding da.y be:ing read, 

.\Jr. JUllf'i-;, of Brazoria, introduced a bill, gral1tin~ ad
ditional }lo\,-crs to the Corporation of Brazoria: read the 
tifst tifllc. 

Mr. Jack presented a pPlition from John Sellers amI 
Thomas Hnbinson, praying for titles to lanus which they 
chirn, (Jtl (i;llvcS~OlI ] slanrl: referred to the COIllmittee 
on tIl(! Judici"u·v. 

:Jofr. Uu ;l~, Cha.irman of dj{~ committee to \vhom \\--;:1:3 

relelTeu f 'C juint resolution ii"orn l1:c SCll:ttl';, ::mthori.zing 
the Cf)Illll!issi':)l)cr of the Gcncl"i.ll L:-nH.l-ofEee to scnn for 
papers, &('., repOlced a substitt11C to th, bill. 

)Ofr. JuC'h, Chaj'"man of tbe Judici,uy CommLttee, to 
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whom was referred a bill to prevent illegal trade with 
slaves, reported a substitute to the same, to Gc entitlell, 
"An A.ct to prohihit trading with slaves, and other pur
poses:" read tlw first time. 

Mr . .lonco , of Bratoria, offered the following preamble 
and rcsolutio!l: 

TVlwrca.,·, It "prears [rom the public IXIpers of the 
Unite(l 8101tCS~ 11wt rr portion oftlle citizen.:::; of that coun
tTy arc of O} Jillion, tlmt Texas secks annexation to the 
united States of the North elt the expense of their union; 
therefore, be it 

ll('.~()I,'crl! Tbal. this lIollsC disdaims such [l. doctriDe, 
~llJd c:-,:prcs'31y dcclarc3, tlIat llO such intent.ion, or \vish f 

CXl:--b ()1l11w pJ.rt ur the pco1Jlc ofthit: Government: or
derccl to j;e on the ielble. 

The joint rc~olution from the Sunate, requiring the 
Sccl'ct<lry of tho Treasury. to sign the promissory notes 
of the Gov-crnIlICllL wa.s taken up, and Olc1ureJ to lie on 
tlie table. 

The. i,}inL rc.snlUl;:Jll ['om lhe ~Cn:ltc, to :3-u::;pcnd a.n 
act l()r ~lin'Cl w\:ati()l~ ,,.-as taken up, anJ referred tn the 
Committee Oll \Vavs flnd :Mcalls. 

The hill, to be' elltillc'd, "A,1l Act to amend an Act, 
entitled, 'All ~\c1. rcgubLln,g proceetlings before .J ustieeF; 
of the Peace,' passed ~2d DccelIlbcr, 1.83G," was taken 
np, and read the second time. 

~Ir. (-iant ()Hcr~d an amendment, that thc Attorncy\; 
tax-fee' nO\I/ allo\ycd by Lnv, upon each case contin~et1 
in a Countv, a DlstriC:L Court, bCt and the same shnH be 
llGreati:Pl' ~lisconLillucJ. Thc Ayes and Noe" being 
callcel ior, the vote :~tood thus: 

AYEs-J.Ic::::~rs. Cant, Hardiman, Patton and \Valker. 
~oEs-Mcs:=.;r..,:. Speaker, Bra.nch, Baker, Billingsly, 

Clark, Eugli:.;h, Gazky, Grigsby, Ilill, JoneH, of Austin; 
.Jack, Linn, Lumpkin, l\1cnit(~c, ~l'Kinney, Pierpont) 
Ponton, ltusk, Rowlett, Sutherland ami Thompsoll-2 j : 
In,t. 

1\[r. Brenan, t.he mClllucr elect frolo San Patricio, was 
sworu into offic:c anu took his seat. 

The hill reported os n sull'titutc by ~Ir. Rusk, ~s 
Chairman of the ~(~lcct Cnmlllittcl..·, 'vas taken up on its 
:;:'CClJ}H.l reading; and, after an runenllmtmt ofi{_'red b,Y 
Nil'. Gazley, to the 1st section. ::':0 as to refluire persou.:': 
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to deliver the archives at t1w SC;Jt ui' Government e,f tht 
llcpublic of Texa;::;, ,"vas rc~committf:d tu tIll' ~arLe cor:.:~ 
mittce. 

On motion of lIIr. Ru,k, the House ad journecl till 
10 o'clock tu~morrow. ' 

FUIDA'l-, OCT. 27, 1:387. 

The House met purSU:lllt to ar\jnurnmcnt. 
The journals of the pn.'cclling day being reau, . 
?¥Ir. Uu::-k presented a peti.tion from J. Y\;"". Burton and 

A. l\I~ Tomkins, pr()po~ing to cum pile tbe lll'.'."'::: of thi; 
Republic: referred to a committee of 1.1Jfcc. }Ic:::;3r:;, 

Rusk, R\)\yleLl UtlJ Dn.mull v.ere appoiulCtl said com~ 
luiUce. 

l\Ir. Thornpsou presented a petition frOl11 J. S. Lalle! 
praying a d~vorcc: l~cicrrcd to a c:ouunittee (Jf t~ll-ec. 
Messrs. Thompson, Pierpont and L1l1Il were appolllted 
said CODuniUee. 

Mr. Rowlett moved, that the petition praying lin· a 
new county, from the (.~itizens of Red River, be \vith
drawn from the Committee on County Doundarie.s, rrnd 
referred to a Select Committee of Three: l\!cs,srs. Huw
lett, Tarrant and l\I'Kinney were appointed said com
rnittee. 

lIIr. Rusk, Chairrrmn of the Committee to whom \,"us 

fe-committed the bill relating to laud titles, records, &c .. 
repo'rte,l a substitute to the bill. 

Mr. Rusk, Chairman of the Committee on the Land 
DiU, aeked ant! ohtained le.ave of a_bsence lor the pur
pOS1"! of attendmg to the busmess before that c0111mittec. 

A message ,YUS received tron~ ~hc t:enatc, iIli()rmilig 
the House, that the act authonzlIlg the Secretary of 
\Var to Qr::mt tiisclmrQ·c~~, and require the President to 
issue his'''' proclml1atioll: calling into scrvic:c, all tllc offi
cers and soldiers on hn1uugh, had passed that House, 
with amcndrnen(,;. 

The Lill relating to the Finance, &c., was taken up' 
read :1 secollu tilne, awl onlerucl to lie on the table-. 

The act autllOl'izing the Secretary of \Yar to grant dis
charges, &c., was taken up, ano the amendment of the 
Senate agreecd to; and ordered to Le enrolled. 
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Mr. Billingsly introduced n bill, incorporating the town 
of Mina: read the first time. 

Tbe bill relating to Finance was taken up in Com
mittee of the \Vbole, Mr. Gazley in the Cbair. 

A Illcssage was received frotll the .'3enate, informing 
tbe Honse, that they had passed an act authorizing an 
appropriation for the Post-office Department; also, a 
resolution appointing an Overseer t{)r taking care of the 
Capitol; that they had receded from their amendment 
to the bill incorporating the town of Sbelbyville, and 
granting further powers to other Corporations; ancl that 
they 11tH1 concurred in a resolution appointing a com
mittee to fix the rent of the Capitol; and had appointed. 
as a committee on the part of the Senate, Messrs. Hor
ton, Rains and Dunn. 

A message was received ii-on1 the Senate, informing 
the House, that the joint resolution requiring the Secre
tary of War to execute certain <.Jutie.::;" which \vas vetoed 
by the President, had passed tlmt House unanimously. 

On motion of ~Ir. Jack, the commlUcc rose, reported 
the bill as amcntle(l in Cr,rnmittec 0[' the \Vholc, and 
askeel leave to be discharged from fiHlher consideration 
()f the same. 

The bill relating toFinallce was taken up on its second 
reading. • 

Mr. Jack moved that fifty copies be printed for the 
lIse of this House: adopted; and, on motion of Mr. 
Thompson, it was matlc the order of the day for MOII

Jav next. 
'&lr. Sutherland introduced a bill relating to persons 

who have illegally dep6ved imlil·iduals of their pro
perty. 

Mr. Burlison introduced a bill 'relative to certain for
feited lands: referred to a committee of three: Messrs. 
Rusk, Branch, J ones, of Brazoria, were appointed said 
COlIlmittec. 

On motion of Mr. Thompson the House adjourned to 
:I o'clock, P. M. 

THREE O'CLOCK, P. M. 

The House met pursuant to adjourmoent. 
Mr. Patlon oii'Ofcd the following resolution: 
Resolved, That a committee of three be appointed to 

7 



inquire int:t> tim situation of the f~Llrgcon General's De
parllnC"nt! adopted; ~le3."r.s. Pallon, POfllon,and Jones, 
of J\u~tjn, were ilrroirrled silid l'onJUJi)f(;'C'. 

The lJill r-egu(alillg pr()cppdings lJt'fiJl't-, justices of the 
pea.co wa~ tal .. en fJ!J: 1'(~ad third timn and passrd; and 
thp. title is all ,Jet rc~gulati!J6 pmceeding5 bel()fC Justices 
cf the l'"ace. 

The biE rC'qu;rir:g prr~nns /0 dpli\'cr up the :uchi-ves 
oftbe Laud Ollie,,", &~. ,,,h,,ill1lC'd Ity till' ~d('Cl Com
~nittef', to w!WIn \\';J;; rderrcd a sjmil;lf oi11, Was taken 
tip on its second reJr!in~" 

l\Ir. i\Tcnitt'l' l:tToL'd 10 ,JI"':-Jrnd tllC 5:h sC'ction 80 as not 
to )"t'fillire Ihe :--;, err'fary of .--:-lnt0, to tWlJ:-n!iL copies to 
the Cjlj("fJ U3: i!:('s of I lj(' County CfJurt~. Tbc :\Jes and 
Noes J;cinQ (~d!l'd f(;r, {lie'. ute ~ln()d 1 bus; 

Ayes---':\!.'~~I>. :--:'pcaKt'r, B,lker, VccJ]3,I;t~s, Gant, ~Ieni
fee, 'l'lt()!I!II,on-G. 

l\rws-"\l{~~"r",. Brnnch, nurIi~nll, Biilillgsbv, Drenan,. 
Engl1~h, G;Jzley, Hardimau, Hill, Jone.:3: o( Bmzoria, 
JOIJ(~s. of Ausriu, .Tack, l"inn, M'Kiliney. Patton, Pier6 

pont, P-{H)1on,.Atu~k, Howlett, Sutherland, ~rarrailt, Wal
ker-~2: lost. Orclclwl to be engrossed fur a third 
reading. 

The' bill fi,r hl,;ug the Census of lk> Repuhlic was 
taken up on jls 11Jird reading, and read h)T il:'; tide. The 
3.)'(,:" ,:Hld I!Oe.' being cailed jCll' tLc vote f.,"f(iOU tllUS; 

.Ayes-:-I\IE'~:.::r:-;. ~"rp,d~('r, Burlts(Jn, Clurk, Doug]ass, 
Englicb, 11 iil, Jo,,,,,, of Brazori", Jones, ofAuslin, How
lett, '1'1J(lmp~nrll T~!JTrtll~-J L 

1\Of'S-l\l('Si'l"s. B:'.ker, Emnch, BilJingshy, Hardiman, 
Jack, LirE!, i.\lenifc-:C', .M'E.inllt'y, PattO!lJ, Pierlwnt, Pon
ton, E 11 . .::/,! ,"";ld lJerh:I(I, Y\-;dk(Tl-L!: lost. 

Til:: lliil (;tl" crlmrcrj~~iting lhc soldiers of8an Jncinto 
and ~~lll _"\!li()ll;n, 'n~s l.)kelJ up on iLs second reauin:1': 
all mo~i()n of _\I; .• nuJ\) Ihc '"ole w:;.s recollsidcredgivj~g 
610 ;,e 1'0. 

'Mr. ilr .. "c:h Inm·(·rJ (0 fill the hlmlk with 9GO. The 
ayes and t\\iC.'3 tit';::.~· (:~Jlli'd tf)!", 11]('. vole :-t(jod dIlls; 

4J"es--J\rc~' )r.~. B!Ulldl, Burlison, Billing:.:by, Brcmtn. 
Danglo". G;lIJi, 11ill-7. 

NO('"-"J"s>l', ~pc"kcJ', B,dwr, Clark, Ellgli,h, Gaz
ley, Hnrdiman, Jorws, ()f Dra2oria, Jones of Austin

l 

Linn, 'Menifee, M'Kiuoey, Patlon, Pierpont, Ponton, 



Busk, Rmvlf'tt, Snlh,'rhrd 1, ','"rmn;, ''',,11<or-1 n: lost. 
Mr. Gnlllt lIlo"cd Ii",! t!,"' hLlIt\ 1,,,.' 1;1:<.',1 with 640 

acres. rr1I8 aye!; ,lrd noes bejll] <:ntt-~d !{):', the vote 
stoocllhns; 

Ayl'::;-:'Iess~'~. 8r( a~·:cl'. JJr:iil('l!~ DI!rli~()u1 Biiling.sly. 
Dougla,;;!, E!l~:.;li~h, Chwt, Hill, V/,dl;.cr-9. 

Noes-:VIes:=.r~. B[lker, Clark, Gazlev, I-Innliman, 
Jones, ofBrilzol~j[l, ,Jl,ncs of Allstin~ Lin~, l\lenif..=!c, ~{l 
Kinney, P,tttOl1, Pierpont, Ponton, Husk, Howlett, Su
therland, Tarran -16. lost. 

Mr. Jones of Brazoria. m,wed to fill the blank wjtb 
320 acres; adnpted~ 

Mr. Jones, of Austin, pres('nted some additional sec-
tions to the bill. , 
,On'motion afMr. Gazley. th9 House adjourned to.l!! 

o'clock to-morrow. 

~:ATunDAY, OCT. 28, 1537. 

The House me! TJUrsmwt to ",ljournment. 
T:'e journal of thf~ pr(;ceding day \wingread, 
Mr.lt1,lsk, Chairman o!'the :Oeleel Committee, towbom 

was re!erred the Land Bill, reporlee! a suhstitute. 
Mr. Rowlett, Chainnan 'of the Sel~ct Commil,cc to 

whqm was Tel,m'ed the petition of sundry citizen, of the 
County of Hed River, praying fur allOW ,c0l?-ntYt re· 
jj>9rtcd, by bill; read lit,t time. , 
, Mr., '1'1I031p,on, Chairman oftbe Committee towh()1l1 

Was referred the petition of J. S. Lane, praying a di
vorce, reported by hill; read lir~t time. 

Mr. Bil1ing~by off~red the li,llmvl1lg resnll\tion, " " 
,.·,l,lesolve,d. 'fila! Ihc:Secrctl'ry of War be .requested to 
d~ver ,w this H(llJse, a 'Cqpy of the report of >fc wimer 
QtI~,Master.G"n"rMi-"td'1p;~J:.: ,.' .,~ " 
~r.~ranch ,,\l'et&tllReJi,jk>\";ng :,',0& \he 14th ru1cQ{ 

thl$ ij(J\lse" no ,,,,,,,,'kings)Jnll b" allowed in the han 
of the House, of Representat.~~'e8, doring the time the 
Houge is in ~e&siorq adopted. 

The sU!15titlltp. to the Land Bill \Yoo token up; read 
a seco:l~l time, anJ on motiOl\ of Mr. Bn kcl', enD hundred 
COpi{~B were (}!'Ilr:red to he printed, and made the order 
of the tlay F!r Tuesday nexL. 
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On mor.ion of Mr. Rusk, the House ailjonrneil to 10 
o'clock l\londay rnorrulJg. 

'TrE~DAT! OCT. 30, 1837. 

The Ifollse met pursmmt to cdjonrllrnf"llt. 
The journal of tlw preceding (b.y being read, :\Ir. 

Douglass ofIi-ot"ed the i'oilolvillg resolution; 
llcsohcd, That a cnmnllttpe of three 1)f.! appoint

ed to investigate tlJr' ofliciill conduct of tbr~ ::iecre
tary of the Tlc:l-sury, it! rcbfion to the sul-:jcct (/fi~sning 
the promissory notes of the (Jovf!rmnent; und the law 
nuthorizing the fllncl;n,~ of the public debt; and the re
port thereon ~ adopted. l\lessrs. Douglaf.is, ::\Icnifce, nnd 
Branch 'Vi'-erc appointed f:aiu committee. 

On motion 0(' Mr. Thompson, the Hou," went into :l 

eommittec of the whole. Mr. Rusk in the chair. 
On the Bill relating to Finance, &c. a message was 

received from the Senate, informing the House, that 
they had concurred in an act, which originated in Ihi. 
House, to pooviclc for auiliting contingent expense" of 
hoth Houses of Congress, and making an appropriation 
therefor. 

On motion afMr. Gazlev, the committee rose and re
ported the bill as amende~l, and askeilleuve 10 be dis
charged. GranIeri. 

Mr. Patton moved that the bill be inilefinitely post
poned. The Ayes and Noes being called for the vote 
slood thus: 

Aycs-Messrs. Baker, Branch, Gazley, Hill, Jones, 
of Brazoria, JOll(\S of Austin, Patton-7. 

NUf's-l\Iessri3~ Speaker, Burlison, Brenan, Clarl\, 
Douglass, Engli:::h, Gri~gshy, G~nt, llardimun, Linn, 
Lumpkin, }lenifee, J\Ich.mney, Pwrpon1., IJoll toI1! Husk, 
Ro\vleU, Sutherland, Tbomp:-..on, \\T alker: ~O; lost. 

A mC3::i'i1!!f.\ was n..'ceiYca from the Senate, infi)nnin.g 
the IIousc, that a joiut resolution for selecting a sent 0-1' 
justice f~)r the COUIlty of Br;)7.oria, had passed t.hat House, 
and request their concurrence. 

The Bill rclatjng to Finance was, on motion of Mr. 
Rusk, orilercd to lie on the table. 

l.'h~ bill incorporating the Houston, llrazos, and Co-
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lorado Rail Road Comp::lny V'~S takpn up on its !'ccond 
rc:d:ng. 1\11'. Jnnrs of All:::lin, on-erect i\:C ti.,llowing 
section, ",hidl hcing al!:clldcd IJY l\!l'. J~ll'kJ '''as aJupt
et!. 

An(I be it furtlJCI' cr:nctr~c1, tbrrt no(hin~ herein con
:a.inc~~l :;:hll~l be .so Cl,nstr~1:·,1 i1~ to PI"C\,('111" any coulIt.y. 
or nei3hhorilood rt):l: I, Ct (};~si II <:"( sai, I road. Proridrd 
said cros:;i!lg dues llol impc\.1c the progress of s~lid rail 
(Glul. 

On motl,) I of 1\1,". Hnsh, tbe bin ',-as of(h~r('d to be cn
gro:s::;ed f;)l' <.l thirll re~uiilJ~} Mr. I~u!;k oflC'l'cd die {()l
lowing n~'~(lll11i()ll: 

Rcs'Jlt'cd, That a c(~tnn:~i~t(,('. (d'three he appointecl to 
con~t: .. \\,iLl! tlK' prnpril [O!' .... ol'l.hr J-Iousc at pr{,:'E'flt oc
cupit:d h.Y the l!re . .;:idc;:1 1 (llJd nl;d~c arnlllgemcDls fix 
its complctio~1; and l,'1JC 1 ;P:-:;-;,II'.Y t() draw upun the 'frca· 
Bury fiJr [In ~1111()llllt ('qwtll0 th,~ oh,it'd adupted. And 
~Ie~%r:-!. Hu;,l;;l Hardiman ':'!l1d Bater \yere appointed 
said cO:11mittcl'. 

On Tnf)linll or .Mr. ~lcllifcCJ 1.1:8 IIousc udjuun:.cd till 
.3 o'clock, P.M. 

.r-.ft):\·DAY, :3 TIII':'L8 O'CLOCK P. M. 

Th2 I:-Iou -c mct pLlrSLl~tnt 10 nd.inurntncnt. 
A C()nllnlllli~'fl~it)n \,,'(lS rC:Hl i"mlll Ibn illl(~itor in an~ 

Inver to :I.n i:HiLl!ry oflhc !{tHF;C, why he allo\vcd a por~ 
tion of the lLlllg('r~ S l 2.') it day; rclt'lTP,l to a selecl 
<XHnmittee ofiiq;. )1038r5. BrJ.ncll~ Billingsly, Brenan, 
Pantod, utHl \Vaikl'r, w{'rc ~!ppointecl ~J.id committee. 

A mcs:;:1ge y;us recei\'cd frotH the Senate jnlf'nlling 
the House tliat 11K')' had passed a j(Jiul resolution ap
pointing an <Jg'cnt to proCl:~'C \"p.:o:;:;e]s fin the IlilVY. 

A communication \vas rctl<l from the Auditor rdativl' 
to the claim of Capt. Zambrano: referred to a commit
tee on cbims and ue(:oulIt:::. 

The llill anthorizing an nppropriation £Jr dte Po:-::.t 
OIIice ])('llartJ1J('llt li'o:tl the SCn:ll(', ",itS taken up, rrwl 
first tllllc, :11l:l rd~Tr('d 10 <I ~el('ct cotnlJlittce oC tbret~. 
Mesm!. l\!cnil(:c, Br~uch, and 8ulhcrbud were appoint
ed said committee. 

7' 
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Mr. Jack introduced "bill for convening the District 
Court of the County of Brazoria in January next, was 
taken up and read lirst time. 

The joint resolution from the Senate tor hol,lin;.; an 
election to fix the eeat of justice te)r the county ot'Brazo
ria was taken up and read first time. 

Mr. Jones Hlo\o'et! to suspend 11w rule, and the reso
lution \Vas read second time. 

On motion of Mr. Rusk, the rule was further sus
pended, and the resolution read the third time, and 
passed. 

The joint resolution from the Senate, appointing an 
agent to procure vessels [or the l'Ia,'Y, was taken up: 
read the tirst time. 

On motion of Mr. Jones, of Brazoria, the bill incor
porating the town of Brazoria was taken up: read a 
,ccona time anu amendd, so as to embrace only the 
town of Brazori:t, and ordered to be engrossed. 

The bill relative to the Archives, &c., was taken up 
on its third reading, and passed. 

Tbe bill to divorce J. B. Lane and his wife was taken 
up on its seconu reading. 

Mr. Branch moved it be indefiDitely postponed. The 
Ayes and Noes being called fur, the vote siooelthus : 

AYES-~[essr::;. Baker, Branch, Grj!:!:~by, Gant, Jones, 
of Brazoria; Jack, MeniJee :WKinne):, and Sutherland. 

NaBs-Messrs. Bpeaker, Burleson, Brenan Clark, 
Douglass, English, llarJiman, Jones, of Austin; Linn, 
Lumpkin, Pattun, Pontun, Rusk, Rowlett, Thompson 
and Walker-l(): lost. 

On motion of Mr. Jon',", of Brazoria, the House ml 
journed tilllO o'clock, to-lllorrow morning. 

TUESDAY, OC1'. 31, IS37 
The House mel pursuant to adjournment. 
The journal of tho preced ing day being read, 
Mr. Menifee, Chairman of the Select Committee, to 

whom Was referred an act making an appropriation to 
the Post-office Department. reported, that they were 
fully satisfied of the necessity of the appropriation, and 
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beo leave, most respectfully, to recommenu the passage 
offhe hill willIont amendment. 

On motion of 1\1r. GazIer, the report \Va3 concurred in. 
Mr. Bakt'r, Cbairman of the :-3elect Committee, to 

whom 'va~ u.:ft~rred an act establislling a rate of interest, 
reported a 'ilh,ti!.ute to th~ bill: concurred ill. 

The bi!1 to lliYorce John S. Lane was taken up on its 
third re:Lting. The Ayes and Noes being called for, on 
its fina.l p t:3:3Ggc, the vote ~tood thus: 

AY:ss-\It'S:3fs. Clnrk, DOlJgla~s, English, Gazley, 
Lumpkin, Patton, Husk, Rowlett, Thompson and 
Waiker-IO. 

NOEs-~Iessrs. Bakel', Branch, Burleson, Billingsly, 
Griasbv, Gaot, J{ardiman~ Hill, .Joncti, of Brazoria; 
Jon~s, "of Austin; Jncb:, Lilln, l\Ienifce, Pierpont, Pon
ton and :'lutherland-ll: lost. 

The joint resolution froLl the Rcnatt), appointing an 
arrent to' urocllre vessels [PI" the Navy, Wa~ read a second 
ti~c; aw'l, Oil motion of l\h. Jones, of Bra%oria, referred 
to the Committee on Naval Affilirs. 

An act creating tile county of Independence was taken 
up on its second reading'. 

Mr. Rowlett offered an additional section, which was 
adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Jack, the word" Independence" 
was strjcken out, and" Fannin" illserlccl. 

Ou lDotion of Mr. Rusk, the bill was refcrred to the 
Committee on Ceunty Boundaries. 
, An :Jct incorporating the to\vn of ~1ina wa~ taken up. 

On tllntion of ifr. Billin~slv, ordered to lie on the table. 
An act to pr(. libit unL~:wful trafficking .in slaves, and 

for otht-~)" pUl'pOS -:, was t:d,en up on its second reading. 
On motion of :.fr. Branch, one of the blanks in section 

4th was fille£! wii h not less than twenty-five, nor more 
than one hundred dollars. 

On motion of ~Ir. Rusk, the bill Was re-committed to 
the J udicictry Committee. 

An a.ct to incorporate the town of Brazoria was taken 
up on its Ihird re.,ding. 

On motion of j', -. Rusk, the 68th fIlle of the House was 
.uspcnr!cd, an,! ; . aJditiOlml s('.ction a1lopted, including 
the to'.vn51 of NUL J~~doch(':::: imd. ~{tn Felipe de Austin. 
The vote- being tAcn on it, iill,,1 pa&sage, the bill passed! 
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and the title is, "An Act to incorporate the TO'\\"IlS of 
Brazcr:a, Nacog(iocheR, and San Felipe de Austin." 

Mr. Ruskollered Ihe following resolution: 
Rese)!",rI, Thot Ihe rnle of this House prohibiting tho 

amclIl;'llcnt of a bill on its third r""<1;n,,, be, and the 
same i, hereby resc-inded: read tbe fir.'! t'me. 

The joint resolution for appointing an Overseer or 
house·l,,,epcr, '''''as taken up: read the tir:3t time. 

The hill relating to the compensation of the wldier, 
engagt d in the battles of San Jacinto anti San Antonio 
was ta;,211 up; and, 

On I:!"tion of Mr. Rusk. the House went into a Com
mittee "ftbc W!lfJle, Mr. Jack in the Chair. 

On Ii,otion of .\fr. Rusk, the com )ljlte!) rose, reported 
the bill as amended in Committee of the \Vhole, and 
asked' '0\'0 to be dischargetl from the further considem
tion or tIle same~ 

A me3sage 'vas received from the Senate, informing 
the Houge, that they bad passed an act creating tbo 
County of Robertson, and request their concurrence; 
and t.hat they had concurred in an act regulating pro
ceedings before Justices of the Peace. 

On motion of Mr. Douglass, the House adjourned till 
:I o'clock, P. III. 

THREE O'CLOCK, P. M. 

The Housc met pursuant to adjournmpnt. 
'1'he foHn\Vin~ cotnmupication 'vas received from the 

Secretary of VI' ar, ami referred to the Committee on 
Military :\II"i",: 

"In' c('tnpliance with a resolution of the House of 
Represematives, I have the hOll'n' of furnishing the ma
terial tacte", as extraetee\ from the late Quarter.Master
General's I 'port to this Department. 

"The 1'" ,iie property in every direction, and almost 
of every d, .cription, has been much \vasted. Many of 
the public !"rseglw.ve been loanecl to officers of the line; 
and soldie", have been entrusted with, "nd in most 
cases, have sold them. 

There is nothing more common thall to sec citizens 
riding horses and mules with the public brand; and, nn 
application being merle to a Justice of the Peace by a 
proper, officer, it has been decided thallhc pub.lic brand 
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was not) in itself, sufficient evidence of theLr belng pub
lic prOpl'rty. )l~Dy of tllf~ O:'\:('n have h:~e~ uf'f,d as heef 
by citiz(",IL': and ;;;uldicr~, and InRlly more bmudf'd 'with 
citizen~' .nilud:3. 111 the tOWEl oj' Bex~u', the chief o(the, 
inhabitar.i":-: lnve subsisted un public IH-'ef during tIl('. bst 
year: '\'. il,'!'2,ons alJU car!~ lmvp been ~cattercd ill e""ET\r 

~iirectio " n'm} some uf tbem ;.;ol<1 by the.: quartcr-1'fas
ters of i :le JiHt-:reot po~ts. LJ.r,~e droves oC cank have 
been S(;lt D'om tlw otbcr side of" tht' Nueces, by citizens 
not in the employ or the Oovcrnmcllt, for private use, 
thereby lessening the means ()f supply jug lIle army. 

Some contracts haye been made bv the q.uatcr
Mastel's of the Army, to drive callie fro~ the '.V cst on 
shares, fur the use 0'1' tbe Army: to what extent, I am 
unable to say, for 'vant of returns fi'OIIl the difIerent; 
Quarter-Ma5tcr5:, m,tnvof ,vhom, 1liLVC never made it 

return since r came in'"'to office. 'rhi~;, and the general 
recklcssne::,s of the officers of the Army, \Vere among 
the principal induCEmcnt~ for relintlnishing lIly appoint
ment as Qmuter-l\laster-Gcueral. 

BAs there are but two otfi('.er~ in tllf' (~uurter-Master~s 
Department worthy of tbeir station, I would recommend 
a thorough change. 

"In mv last order to the Quarter-Master at Bex"r, he 
Was auth~rized to press Corn as bread-stuII~ as the last 
alternatiyc; 1 also made a contract fin furnishing one 
hunJrcd IHlrscs for the Cavnlryat that po~t, at twenry 
dollars cal'h; all of which is respectfully submitted, 

(Signed) BAlU'IARD E, BEE." 

The lJill for cumpc112ating the soldil'r,'; of S~U1 Jac1Iltl) 
and Bexar \VilS taken up on its. second reading. 

On motion of .l\Ir .. Jack, the H,)u:;c adjourned tiE 
10 o'clock, to~morro\v. 

""~ED1\ESDAY! Nov. 1, 1837. 
The lIollse met pursuant to adjonrntllcnt. 
Thcjonrnal of the prf'cerli!l~ da.\' bf'ing' rcau, 
)1r. Burleson, Ch:linnan uf tllc COlIllllittre on Indian 

Affairs, reported, lhat in tlte Eilstcrn part orthe Hepublic 
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they find ma~y tribes c·r lr~dian~ rcs~ll'-:1l' ~om~,of <,;h0u:' 
have l'retcnsJOns more or J0~3 to ~0I1! as "lhe L ,:,~J4!.Li:eeSr, 
5)ha\n!{'c~, fltld Ddi1ware~, hut tbr"v do nlit :,-l;nw that 
any Slh:h I ighL bas ,:n:rned ~() ~ai{' fndians. . . 
, TI1f'Y n'L'otlJIlKmcl loward:-- tbo:-:·. tr~b('.~, a e< .. 1clllntory 
COUBC of policy; a:~rl arc ot' opinion, that ,t Ji~ C~)llrS? 
should be carried (Jut b'y meadS or C(.rnrHi~:;il.· ;cr~; an.d 
that said Commi~.,iollcrs be authoriz~,J 10 gt,;l apart a 
ocrlaill ponion of .country br the occupancy of .aid 
tril;>es. . 

Tbey fiod that there is a fLLacrioJ [,:-a3pect of a peace 
being brought about betwee.n the l~"PHblic and the hos
tile tribes which have so long in!".tc,l our .frontierB. 
'fh<1Se uibes, viz: .the Caddllcs, Reecbies, Tyw~' 
,pies. &c., your committee believe, sbould b" in~p\fed, 
,';ith confidence in OU~ Ooverlln1cnt. 'TIH:y rccummen9. 
that Commission.ers should be forthwith appointed,·w 
trea,t wi\.b.!\llid,lnWllI1ll;l, a.nd~h<lt.nothing .sUould he de
m~IldeA "f t\leAli.\>u~ a ·rcstor;>tion Ol;.lbcprisoners. 
on account or past 1109Iilities., . ,T,bey' ald\> .reCf'~,meDd, 
tha.t block an4.trading hollB~ be established oalhe iroD
tier .. ullder the,~lire\!tiol1 or11le G,)\"emmcnt, fi,,' the put': 

. pose of supplying their wants, and opeuin" a chanucl 
..ti commerce .i<ll·tlreir articles of trade. 0 

,'J'beyare of opinion,the COlnancbes on the North-West . 
Fronlier shonN be acted against offi'nai\'ely, alwaJs 
baving i!l view, the sei·zurc of the first opportunity to 
mal,e ":nh thent It lasting pea.ce. They f('c()m~1lI.i 
th~.rui~ing of r.t~.t. ~e.5~ ,t~an two co~ranys ofyolunteers, , 
(n;.ouul<,d In':!'!) tiMe,' the tommand of un experienced 
olnt'cr, for tIm pnr'pose. . . . : 

They arc-uf "pinion, thaI Coffee's tr"ding ho·ucc should. 
be suppressed, or placed under tbe survilancc of !llIO 

(j')"crnment, believing thif; establislHIlcnt to b{'. t::;J c.an~ 
of :;0 many misfortunes and trt!gedies enactej on our 
fronfiC'r. 

'l'lH'Y also recomc:'nd th~t lmrnC'dh.tc stf'pS .dlOuld be 
laken, to release the prisoners l1."l It"Ye been t"k~n by 
the ··~l1'di"ns •. and that arp; now in l.],c.yicinity of Coffee.'l.1 
tradmg house., on Ued UIVGr: conCllfred.in. . ; ',.', "; 

Mr. ~'!ilftii,?f Bra~orin, intro<iLlcedaj·,int re,,:,,l!l!!on 
~!.MYH1g,<>ffi<:er~. l1opel.' the Gowrnment atl,'t/tW"IIn: 
.elllhh!'!l¥'st ~ime. 
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Mr. [tusk moved, that in consequence of the death or 
Commodo.-e Thomson, the House adjourned till 10 
o'clock, to-lnorrow. 

THURSDAY, Nov. 2, 1831. 
The House met pursuant fa adjournment. 
There not bcir:;; a quorum present, tbe journal ·waa 

Dot reacl. ' 
On mol inn 01" lIfr. TIu,:', the House acljourned till 

~ o!c\IH.:k, P. 1\1., to attew..l tlw funeral of Commodore 
Thomp;:;{)~l. .. 

'THREE O'CLOCK, P',M. 

The Ha1lse met pmSllont to ad.ioul'llment. 
Tbe journal or th~ p:'ec(~din,! thy 1)~jlJg reacl, 
'Mr. ,jon;:.-', of Auql:J, C11'_!I;'1!l~llJ of llw Committee on 

Na\'al AHit.i:·s, to W1ll,'111 V(,-',.:' rd::,rrcd a l'c:-,olution rela
tive to tlln ;1Qpuin:;w1 rd' ".U ;:1~Ci!t to ~)lllTha:3[,. or Imve 
buil~, <':(~J'L:ti~~ y~)-:. ,vl·.~J fl!' the '-11:'.~ of {be Hcpublic, re
porterl a su:)slitL1L~': ('()I!c~ltT('(l in. ' 

l\Ir. J{C';1iE".2 1)!\:.'3~;!ltCJ iht~ H'Ll1J'IlS or an ckct~on, held 
in the town aud cOllt]iy or Vi('toriJ, lor a represeIltative 
to reprei=:.::'nt the e: l l1lJiy of'Ii '{ug"io. . 

I'.Ir. }JcJ!\Pf nw'.'cd to rCIel' th~ rapers to the Commit
tee Oll Privjkgp.~·:U1..l ElcC/:!)!::,. 

The Aye3 ;:wd t{0e:; be~,j:'~ ca:1cd tiJr, the vote stood 
thus: 

AYES-~r('.-;sr~. Umncb, Burlc:;:on, Billin,gs1y, Doug
lass, G;t:l~, IIi!l~ .JOl1;~.3-, of B:·(]f.oria; Jones, of Austin;; 
Patton, Pirnnonl ;:U!:l .~:llllIcrInnd-ll . 

.NoEs-~f~8sn. H?('nker, D;lk(']', Brenan, Clnrk, Eng
lish, Crig:.lhy, I:lilrdiJ)1(ln, Linn. Lumpkin, II-Icnifee, 
M'IGnnev, Ponton and Rusk----...l:3. 

A C"om';nunic::J.lioh was "read from the Auditor, stating 
th:lt La 'ras out of ~~ta(jQni1ry, antI request.ing Congress 
to adopt EXWlC' me,\.::u:TS tu supply him \Vilh tbe same: 

~ J;nferreLl til the CnW!ll:tlcc on \-V~I}:; an;! ~leans • 
. The bill tll:lkiw:!: :m :1!)propriation for the Post~oflice 
Dcpnrtm~~nt V/<I-3 t~dc;n 1";1: l'~:1d u. second time. 

On motion of ~!r. nrc1Jch, tho rulc was suspended: 
the bill was [(;atl at":, d time awl passed. 
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Mr. Menifee moved to tuke up the Finance Bill. 
The Ayes und "'oes being called for, the vote stood 

thus: 
Ayp.s-i'Ilcssrs. Speaker, Brenan, Clark, Douglass, 

Engli"h, Gant, Hill, Linn, "'Ienitee and Sutherbnd-l0. 
NOES-~[cssrs. Baker, Brancb, Burlc~'on, Bllhngsly, 

Grigsby, Hardimau, Joncs, of 13razoria: Jones, of Aus
tin; LUlIlpkln, .I\I'Kinncy, l:Jatton, Pierpont, Ponton, 
Rusk anel Rowlett-15. 

The bill for fitting Ollt the Navy was taken up on its 
third reading. The Llank in the third page was filled 
with 350 doll'lfs. 
Mr. Power, the member elect from the county of Refu
gio, \Va:) s\vorn and took hi.-: seat. 

On motion of Mr. Branch, the first section was so 
amended, as to authorize tbe President to appoint an 
agent when, in hi, discretion, he may think prope" or
dered to be engrossed for a third reuding. 

On motion of Th'lr. Rusk, the House adjourned till 10 
o'clock, to-morrow. 

FnIIlAY, Nov. 3, 1837. 

The House met pursuant to adjournment. 
The journal of the preceding day b>eing read, 
Mr. Jones, of Anstin, presented u petition from sundry 

citizens of the counties of I-Iarrisburg and Austin, pray~ 
ing for a new county: referred to the Committee on 
County Boundaries. 

1\fr. Gunt iutrodnced a bill to provide for un increase 
of the Nayy: ref"rred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

~[r. Jones, of Brazoria, introduced a bill, to allow the 
Secretary of the Treasury to issue promissory notes less 
thun five dollars, as chunge notes, &c.: read the first 
time. 
I Mr. Jones, of Austin, introduced a joint resolution, 
dispensing with the outh required of soldiers before au, 
diting their claims: read the first time. 

The bill relating to the "I'poillting of an agent to pro
cure vessels for this Republic, was taken up: read the 
third time and passed. 
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The Land Bill was taken uT"~I!'i'!sseeond reading, al 
the end or the first section. 

The \\"I)ds H from the date of his appointment" wer~ 
n(hh~cl! in the :)jh section. 

~Ir. GcllH m,)\'f'd to sfrike out "joint vote of both 
HOll:::CS 0[' C()JlgI'CS~,1! illld i(]sert "the qualified voters," 

The A\"e:;; illlJ ~oes were c:ll!ed f{JI', and t.he VI~tc stood 
thus: . 

A )tt<:~~~10.'~3rs. ~~pe:lk('r, Jhenan, Clark. Douglass, 
Engli:3h, n<'IJlL, fLtrdiman, Linn, LUlllpklLl, ~Ie1iifce, 
Piernolli, r(',,~I'_'!l l:wd PO\\·/'l'-l ;3. 

N~~:;':;- 'Ie-::"r:3. Baker, nr:ln(:li, Burl"sotl, Gazley, 
GfI~'siJi', d,;;, .;\.df'.'~' of Br<li:oria; J()tJe~, of Austin; 
J~H:~, ~1'Fill. l~y, P,!ll()[], HL1::-k~ Howlett, SUlherlaud, 
Thnrnp;-.,',( (lild \Villkl'r-Il; l:)st. . 

lvIr. Hardimau m()\cd to stnkl~ out "for each county 
a County ~ul"\eyor," and in.-;ert "ill each surveyor's dis
trict a Ur;u-::nll ":'un'{''\"nr:'' I06t. 

Oll lInt ;dl1 nf 'Tr. -'.rack, III d;e thinl line, finer the 
w(,rd~ cnUII: V :,L:rYt'vnr, "w!WSC (lutv it shallllc to rCT 
~jd~, at t;11' (','lllllty ~(",-It" \YQS 'Idded .... 

On mill ;n:1 f',)' [\'lr. ]\it'I:! fl'C', lh() \';or\l~ "Chief.J usticc,ll 
in the 1:31'11 lill(', \'(as ~l'i('kcn uut, and "Board of Land 
COIf1111ic;:-;:oIJcr::;" iu:::crtcd. 

A mt'~.::Cl"!:C W,I~ rcc(-'ivcd from the SPl1:ltc, informing 
tiw l-]0u~,'.'lhat they had concurred in an act appointing 
;m :lQc:nL UI procure certairL vessels for the use uf this 
Rcn~~!)1it" 

()'l nJulinl1 of l\fr. ThotlJpsnn, t1lf; words" five per 
ccut," iu tilt" J J th '::occ[ ion, ,\YOlt' strickt'll Qut, and" two 
per c,;nl" in.3crl('d. The \\'ords "Chicf.J lI3lice," in the 
satHe '\\-;1S stricken 011t, and" County Court" 
in~crtrd, "or lh(~rc. be no County Court, the Board of 
Land Commis::;ionC'l"s.!l 

A message \VrlS recnivcd from the Senate, informing 
the House, that they had pa~2ted u bill concerni11g th~ 
public archives, \vbich originated .in this IIou~e, "'~ith 
~!l!leIldm('nts. 

In s(~ctinll l;1lh, the \vorrIs "j\t the date of the pas
~agl:; of s:!id 1,,\\':- ,vere sf rickcl1 out, alld "during the 
tim·.~ :C:Clid h'.y W;F III f()ITC:~ ill"crtt,(l. 

In sectir)[J 14th, ilChief J u~tice'l was stricken out, and 
!, Board of La:-H.l Cornmissiollers" in~ertetl. 

'l 
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In the 16th section, from the word "had," in the lOtb 
line, to the word" conclusive" iu the 12th, was stricken 
out. 

On motion of Mr. Baker, the House aojourned till 
30'dock,P.1I!. 

THREE O'CLOCK, P. M. 

The House met pursuant to adjournment. 
Tlte Land Bil! wa, taken up at the 18th seclion. 
In bf'Cl;Otl 19tb, th·· word "npl'nin?," iu t~le 14lh line,. 

was stridH>1I out, ali:: "closin~" in~ert('d. 
On lTlol ion of :I-lr. Hw;k, the l:llluwlllg was illSF'rted as 

the ~olh see '[inn : 
"A7Id be il jiml,Ci" enaclcd, That the Commissioner of 

the Ceneral Land Office is'l.ereLy uUlhorizcd to grant to 
all persons bnlJing aIJ o1"<l['r of survey, leg.tlly obtained 
preyio"s to the closing of the land otlicr in 1535, and 
having a survey \vhich .. vus made ugreeably tu said or
der, anJ in conformity to law, it) all re~pccts, a patent 
for tbe sam~, upon tlje bolder presenting the certificate 
of some Board of Land Commissioners, tbat he is enti
tled to the quantity of land surveyed, and making such 
JlToof to hiru as is required by law; and upon Iris paying 
the several fees as the laws reqmre." 

Messrs. Ellis and Wharton waited upon and infomied 
tbe House, tlrat they had heen appointed a committee by 
the Senate to s~y, that the fermte would adjourn to:. 
IUorrow at 12 o'clock, sine die, and request the concur
rence of the House. 

Mr. BmBch moved that a committee be appointod to 
act with the Senate, relatiye to the adjournment of Iroth 
Houses of Congres~: Messrs. Brancb and Hill were ap
pointed sail 1 commIttee. . ". 

On motion of :Mr. Rusk, the words, "and under no 
circumstances shall any oue grant be made. in nl0re than 
two surveys" were aoded in the 6tb line of the 21st sec-
tion. . 

On motion of !lfr. Thompson, the words" if not to 
run as circumstances \vill permit" were stricken out of 
the same section. 

\}O motion of Mr. Rusk, "head right" was inserted in 
tlle 6th line of the 2!:td section. In the 29th soc4lll', the 
words "declared null aud void" were stricken oU~;md 
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It;j repealed" inserted; "ah initio" was aho strjclwn out 
in the ~a me ItDe. 

Mr. Rusk moved to add the following amemlment tn 
the 29th section: 

"And every emigrant \vho may have arrived in Tc:xa~ 
since the 1st day of October last, and who may arrive 
in this Republic before the 1st <lay of June [,ext, and 
who arc free \vhite men above the age ()f eighteen years, 
shall be entitled to a certificate for a grant of three hun
dred and t\venty acres of land; and also every married 
man and every \vidnw \vho has a [amily, and are like 
emigrants, shall be entitleJ to a certificate for a grant of 
six hundred illlcl forty ucre~, l.pon the same conditions as 
a.re pointed out in the previous part of this sectioIl: ex
cepting, I hat ,ai,llanus shalllloL be locmed until the land
office shall have been open t\velve months; ,wel the 
several Boards of Land Commissioners orthi, Republic 
are hereby authorizf.!cl to grant to the class of emigrants 
herein provided for, a certificate of their cla.im~, upon 
their presenting them3t'lve~ befure them, and proving by 
two witnesses that they a:e entitled tu the amount of 
land they daim." 

The Ayes and Noes being called for, the vote stood 
tbus, 

AYEs-:Messrs. Speaker, Baker, Branch, Burleson, 
Brenan, Clark, Douglass, English, Gazley, Grigshy, 
Gant, Hardiman, Jones, of Austin; Jack, Lumpkin, 
b-Ienifee, l\l'Kinney, Pierpont, Ponton, Po\ver, Hu.::;k, 
Rowlett, Sutherland, Tarrant and Walker-25. 

NOEs-~Iessrs. llill, Jones, of Brazoria; Linn, Patton 
amI Thompson-5: adopted. 

On motion of ~rr. \Vallier, "J LIllel) ,\'as stricken out, 
and" Oct.ober in~erted. 

In the 14th line, 32d section, the words" per annum" 
were added. 

In tbe 34th section, "County Courtn was stricken out, 
and "Boarel of Land Commissioners" inserted. 

On motion of Mr. Howe, all of the 35th seet ton, from 
the word "office" in the 9th line, to the word "f:.ilmet

' 

in the l()lh lilH', Wit" ~lrickcIlollt, and thn ,vonh "which 
wrrrranl :drdl tw ::-.L1Il!l·jc·nt e\'idt'IIU' 1(11" ililY )t'Q:il!v au
thoriz\:d .':'\1 I"\"!'j'f I!" 10 :)I"occcd to ~IJr\Ty tluy V{lCill-lt l:l!Ids, 
in accord-..il1cc \. ;l;l bib ill::ii.l L1C~i01l3, UllJ tbe LJws c:\i:-:Ling 
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on that suhject, who shall retum tl1C fic:d !CeIFS to the 
coullty surveyor of tlHi county ill which the btld lies" 
was in:3erted. 

In the :3uth sed ion, 4th line, atter the word 'lland," 
insert" n pa.rt of the land." 

In the ~j'jth section, I SLh line, the ,vord "tenth" waa 
itricken (Jut, and "iourthl~ in:"f'rkd. 

On motion of Mr. Jone" of Au>rjn, the following pro
viso \vas added to the same section: 

"Provided, That nothing herein contained ,hall apply 
to lanus sold hy the Gqn- mlllent of Coahuila and Texas. 
in the years 1834 anu 1835, 

On motion of Mr. Husk, the House adjourned till 
10 o'clock, to~morro\v. 

SATURDAY, Nov. 4. 1837, 
The HOljs!" !)let pursuant to ac"\journment. 
Thejournal orthe ptecedingday being rel}d., 
Mr. Jones. of Bra~oria. Chairman of the Committee 

On Enrolled Bills. reported. that they had e,wminedthe 
following billsRlIu joint resolutions, and find them cor
rectly enrolled: 

"A joint resolutlon in regard to granting Letters of 
Marque and Reprisal." 

"A bill erititled, 'An Act regulating Elections.'" 
" A joint Resolution making au appropriation to W IIh 

S. Hendricks." 
, "'A joint resolution authorizing the Secretary of War 
~o grant discbargcs." , 

"An act to incorporate the town of Shelbyyillc.'l 
"An ilet to provide f()f auditing tbc contingent f;X .... 

penses of both Homes of Congress, and making ap
propriation thcrefi)r." 

"Ajnint resolulion rcqniring the Chief JU~lice of Bra
taria to bolel an election f()[ the Seat of J usl ice of that 
county." 

"An (lct frgn1uting procrec1ings bcfi)rc Jus~ice::; of the 
PeaCe." 

"An act authorizing an appropriation fur the Post
R~~·e Departmel~t." 
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UA,n ~ct augm.en~!ng the Navy, anJ making an u?, 
propflatlon therelnr. 

Mr. Baker, ch"irman of the committee to \v}JOIn was 
referre<l a bilt creating tbe county of Fannin, on lted 
(livpr, rt2ported a subslltutc: read the fjr~t time. 

1\fr. P;ltlon, Chairmnn of the joillt committee. at)pointed 
to fix the f,'IlI or lhc C:tpilo1, n'flOrtcd fbe answer ot' the 
OW!ll'I'.::, and bC,:!)~~~d !!~avc to l)e disL:h'~rg('d : cOllcurred in. 

Mr. JOlW,s, of Brazoria, offered the f(;lluwillg resolu
tion: 

Re.wllwl, That all unfinisLed busitJess being on the 
table of tbe House of 1tel're.,entativcB 'at the close of 
the prf'sent sc;;s:ioll si1Jl1, on the !neeiing of Congress, 
agaill be t:lken up in the orJer and progress in which it 
is lelt: adClptcd. 

A message was l'ec('ivcd from tIle Senate, in forming 
the House, ,that they had concurred with them in ap
pointing a committee to \vait" upon his excelhmcy the 
Prcsid(~nt, and infc)rm him that holl! HOUSC;3 of COIl

hTfess \vollid adjourll at 12 o'clock, 5illl' die. 
'rhe Laml Bill \vas taken IIp at the :39tb 3cction. 
On 1IJotion of )Ir. Ro\vlett, the words" C'xce}-Jt in the 

county of R(-:d niver" \vas stricken nul, and the follow
ing aI~le~J.Jlncnt inscrteJ: "PTOl'ideJ, howeycr, that the 
()!>eratioll, of the hnd offi~e in the county of Hed River. 
shall not extcn,l to any portion of tbe territory near the 
t!Uppo~ecl buundary line bel\vcCn this and the Govern
mcnt of the UniteJ ~tates of the ~()rth; and prorided, 
further, that if tbe Government of the United "1>1tcs of 
the l\urth shall object to or remon,trate agftinst the ope
rations in the land·office of Hed River eountv, that the 
opemtions of said land-oftiee shall be suspe~ded 11mi! 
the boundary line between the two Governments shall 
have heen run; and in that event, the citizens of said 
county of Red River shall have the same time after 
opening the said -office a second time, to locate their land 
claims, that is herein allowed to the citizen~ of other 
counties in this Republic, to the exclusion of all other 
persous." 

On motion of Mr. Jones, of Eruzoria, the fo)llowi!l!l 
amendment was also adJed: 

"A1/4 prm:id(;d, abo, tbat shuuld. any person ohtain a 
certific,lle for lund, fimn said bOelrd of Land CvmmiB" 

S* 
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sioners for the county of Red River, who, at the date 
of the passage of this act. shall reside en,t of the hou~d
ary line hf'feafier to l)c rUIl bet\yef'l1 Texas und the Lnl~ 
ted Stille:::, said certific,lt~ ~h:lll be ynid." 

"1\-lr. Cant ofic"lf'd the ir)llowin'! tll1JC'wlment to [he 39th 
section, ~4th and i:uth li!:es: .. ~~) tar as they coni:ict with 
thit; law." -

The Ayc" and l\ Des being called for, the vole stood 
thus: 

AYEs-::\lc3sfs. Gant, IJat ton nnJ PO\Yf',-3. 
l\oEs-'\I~:3srs. 8peakcr, Buker, Brallch, Burleson, 

BrcIl3n, Clnrk. Doug!<1sS, f':rJgii~sh, Uazky, (~rig-~hy, 
Harclimun, Hill, JOlH~~, of Brnzoria; .Jon('~, of ~\u.::itin; 
Linn, l.dlmpkill, ~Icnilt_>f;, M'KinnC'y, Pierpont, Ponton, 
Rowlett, t;uthcrhnd, '1'}lOmp .. :on, Tarrant alld \Valk
er-:!!). 

Mr. Gazley moved to 'trike out the 3Gth section. 
The Ayes and 1\oe8 being called for, the ,ote stood 

tllUS: 
AYEs-Messrs. Speaker, Baker, Branch, Burleson, 

Clark, Gazley, Grigsby, Gant, Hardiman, Hill, Jones, 
of Brazoria; Jack. Linn, .Menifee, M'Kinney, Ponton, 
Power, Rowlett and Tarrant-l9. 

NOEs-l\<Iessrs. Brcnnn, Douglass, Engli':3h, Jones, of 
Austin; Lumpkin, Patton, Pierpont, Sutherland, Thomp
son and \Valker-lO: stricken out. 

Mr. Hardiman ofihed the j(,llow ino' additional section: 
"And be it further enacted, That s;: much of the county 

as is intended to be entered by this act, shall be section
ized agreeable to the constitution; and all old surveys, 
laid do\vn on it general plan, of eaLh surveyor's district} 
-so that citizens of the county can ascertain the vacant 
ttom the appropriated lands, previous to the opening 
of the lanel-offices. 

The Ayes and Noe3 heing called, the vote stood thus: 
AYES-Messrs. Cant, Hardiman and Jone" of Aus

tin-3. 
NOEs-i)Icssrs. Speaker, Baker, Branch, Burleson, 

Brenan, Clark, Douglass, English, Gazley, Grigsby, 
Hill, Jone", of Brazoria; Jack, Linn, Lumpkin, 5feni
fee, ~1'J(inney, Patton, Pierpont, Ponton, Po\ver, Row
lett, Sutherland, Thompson, Tarrant and Walker-26: 
lost. 
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A message was received from the Senate, informing 
the House, that they had passed all act supplementary 
to an act, entitled, "An Act to suppress gambling;" also, 
"An Act to authorize the Auditor to audit the claims of 
those officers and soldiers, &c" \dJ() fell at t)an Anto
nio, &c,,': and requc~L the concurrence of the House to 
the same; and that they ha,\ concurred in "An Act to 
incorporate the town or i~razoria." 

Mr. Branch, chairman of the committee appointed to 
wait upon the President, informcc1 the House that they 
had discharged tlmt duty, and were informed, that he 
had no communication to make to the I-Iollee. 

Mr. J ones, of Brazoria, then moved that the House 
adjourn sinc die. 

JOSEPH ROWE, 
Speaker of the Hous';) of Representatives. 


