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JOURNAL
O the SecondCa’ngrm,qf the Republic of Tezas.

Iv putswancs of the Py ation of fhe. President,
"bearing date..of the- 100 . aiy of Augusty ulfimo, the
members elect mét in the Hall of the Hause st Ropre-
sentatives in the Capitol, at the City of Houston, on the
twenty-fifth day of September; A. D. one thousand
eight hundred and thirty-seven, and of the Republic the
second. - . ]

At 12 o'clock, meridian, the wiembers having been
called to order by the clerk, only twenty were found to
" be presént; twenty-two being the number required to
muke a constitutional quorum.

On motion of Mr. Rusk, the inembers adjoyrned untii
to-morrow at 10 o’clock, A. M. .

Tuvespay, Sepr. 26, 1§37.,

The House met pursuant to adjournment., =~ -,

The House was called to order by the clerk:

-On motion of Mr. Rowe, Mr. Gazley was called to
1he cliaiv. ) R

The members being called by counties, it was as-
certained that only twenty-one nembers were present.
The Sergeant-at-Arms was sent in quest of some absent
members, who were understood to have arrived in the
city. No other members being found, on motion of
Mr. Gant, the House .adjourned until 3 o’clock, P. M.



THREE 0'CLOCE, P- M-
The House met pursuant to adjonrnment: tweniy-
three members present.
On motion of Mr. Jones, of Brazoria, the proclama-
.tion of the President, calling the extra session of Con-
gress, was read.
On motion of Mr. Brush, the credentials of the metn-
"bers elect, were handed to the Clerk; when it appeared
that the following members were present, viz:
me lhe Coumy Bexar, Wm. H. Patton.
Brazoria, Pat. C. Jack.
e “ Anson Jones.

¢ Colorado, Wm. Menifee.

N Harrisburg, Thos. J. Gazeley.
6 Jackson, Geo. Sutherland.

« Jasper, Samuel 8. Lewis.

6 ; Je_ﬁinson, Jos;-Grigshy. - -
win _BS Yb' :
*»M}na, gy Cunmngham ‘

: B “Ed. Burleson.
.o Milam,

Walker.
o Matagorda, Thos. Hardiman.
(L Nacondoches, Thos. J. Rusk.
“ = Douglass.
s Refugm, Elkanah Brush.
“ Sabine, Wm. Clark.
s San Augusi.me‘, Joseph Rowe.

Charlton Thompson.
u Shelby, John English.

« . ¢ " William Pierpont.
“wo Wa.shmgton, W. W. Gant.
“ W.W. Hill.

On motion of Mr. Rusk, Mr. Jones, of Victoria, who
swas present; but whose certificate of election, as he
‘%tatei was sent by mail, and had not arrived, was-al-
dov take his seat as u member.
a¢k moved that the House now proceed-to the
tion of & 8 peaker. Mr. Gant submitted the follow-
rresolution, which was accepted by M. Jack; and
xd; on the suggesnon of Mr. Rusk, was

Igaolved That the House' pmceed to elect a Speaker
for the present extra session of Congress.
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Mr. Jones, of Brazorla, and 1 ‘\[r. Menifee were ap-
pointed tellers. :

Mr. Branch nominated Mr. Ttusk, as Speaker. Mr.
Rusk declined the nomination, 2nd it was withdrawn
by’the mover.

Mr. Gant nommated Mr. Bra.nch

Mr. Rusk nominated M. Rowe.

Mr. Jack nominated Mt. Menifeé.

A ballot was then taken, and it appeared Mr. Rowe .
had 11 votes, Mr. Brarich 8; and Mr. Menifee 6 the
nomivation of Mr. Menifee, wgs withdrawn by Mz, Jack.

A second hallot was then takén, and Mr. Rowe re-
ceived 12, and Mr. Br:mch received '11 votes: Mr.

Rowe was,declared duly elected Speaker, and was con-
ducted to the chair'by Messrs. Jones, of Brazoria, and
Menifee ;. and. the ¢ath of, office” was: administered to

.him by Isaac Batterson, one of the Justices of the Peace
for the courity of Harrisburg: the other members were
then sworn by the Speaker.

On motion of Mr. Brush, the House then proceeded
to the election of a Chief Clerk. -

Mr. Brash nominated the late clerk, Wm F. Gray.

Mr. Tusk nominated John M. Shreve.

Mr. Cunningham and Mr. Jones were appomted tel-
lers. On cm.mmo' the ballot, Mr. Shreve had 15 votes,
Mr. Gray 8 votes, ‘and there was one blank. Mr. Shreve
being duly elected, was sworn into office:

On motion of Mr. Branch, the House then proceeded
to the election of Assistant Clerk.

Mr. Jones, of Brazoria, nominated E. M. W. Rice, and
Mr. Rusk nominated F. R, Lubbock. On counting the
‘ballot, Mr. Lubbock had 16 votes, snd Mr Rice: had 8

- -votes.” Mr.' Lubback was declared duly elected, .and
swotn into office.

On motion of Mr. i%ranch, the House
the election of a Sergennt-at-Arind. " .. -

Mr. Branch nomma:ted the !ate sergeam~at—ax ms, Mr.
Siratton.

Mr. Rusk nommated Mr Hunt.

On counting the ballot, Mr. Stration had 15 votes, and
Mr. Hunt had 9 voles: Mr Stratton was declared duly

. elected, a.nd sworn inte office.
11+

>

; ‘&eded to
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On motion of Mr. Branch, the House proceeded to
the election of Door-keeper.

Mr. Brasich nominated the late door-keeper, Mr. John-
son.

Mr. Rusk nominated Mr. White.

On coninting the ballot, Mr. Johnson had 12 votes, and
‘White had 12 votes. On the ballot being re-taken, the
vote stood for Johnson 13, White 10, blank 1: Mr.
.:iohnson was declared duly elected, and sworn into of-

ce. . :

On motion of Mr. Gant, Thomas Green was nomina-
ted Engrossing Clerk: elected without a division of the
House, and sworn into office. : ’

Mr. Gazley moved that the House appoint Mr. Mat-
thews Chaplain of the Houseé of Representatives. The
Speaker decided the motion to be out of order.

Mr. Gant then moved that the House proceed to the
election of Chaplain.: < .

‘Mr. Jack oppased--the:ixetisng M. Brush followed
Mr. Juik, in suppodt of thé motion; Mr. Rusk followed

- Mr. Brush; in support of the motion; when,

. On moties of Mr. Jones; of Brazoria, the House ad-
journed till 10 o'clock to-morrow.
‘WebpNESDAY, SEPT. 27, 1837.

‘The House met pursuant to adjournment: the jour-
nal of the preceeding day being read, .

... Mr. Rusk presented Mr. Lumpkin, the member elect
from Houston, and moved that he should be permitted
to take his seat. The vote being taken, he was allowed
to take his seat, and sworn into.office. ; .

A message was received from the Senate, informing
the House that they were organized and ready to pro-
ceed to business, and had eclected the following officers:

8. H. Everitt, President pro tem.

A. Robertson, Chief Secretary.

M. Beyy, Assistant Secretary.

-QOsear Farish, Engrossing Clerk.

E. L. 8tickney, Enrolling Clerk.

_A. M. Tompkins, Reporter,

N T. ‘%'yéts,]Segeant-at,-Arm;l.

- J 6L Wilkingon, Doos-keeper. )

Mr. Gazley moved that a committee of two be ap-
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pointed to wait apon the Benate, and inform them that
this House is now organized and ready to proceed to bu-
siness. Messrs. Gazley and Branch were appointed said
committee,

‘A message was received from the senate, informing
the House, that they had appointed a eommittee 1o act
in conjunction with a commiitee of the House, to wait
upon his Excellency the President, and inform him that
the two Houses of Congress are organized and ready ¢o
receive any communications he may have to make them.
Mr. Gant, Mr. Jones, of Brazoria, and Mr. Thempson
were appointed said committee.

Mr. Branch moved that the committee appointed to
wait on the President, have leave of absence to carry
their duties into effect: adopted. .

On motion of Mr. Rusk, the House adjourned till 3
o’clock P. M. .
o THREE 0’CLOCK, P. M.

The House met pursuant to adjournment.

Mr. Gant, from the committee to wait on the Presi-»
dent, reported that the committee have discharged that
duty, and being informed by the President, that he will
make a comwmunication to Congress, to-morrow morn-
ing at 10 o’clock ’

Mr. Gant asked leave to introduee the following
resolution: granted : .

Resoleed, That commiitees of five members each, be
appointed by the Speaker, on the following subjects, as
the Standing Cominittees of the House, to wit:

On Privileges and Elections.

“ Ways aud Means.
Public Lands,
¢« Post Office and Post Roads.
¢ Juadiciary.
Indian Affairs.
Military Affairs. "
Naval 1 86
Foreign Relations,
Stute of the Republic.
Claims and Accounts. Adopted.

Mr. Branch introduced a resolution, that a Standing
Committee of five be appointed by the Speaker, on
County Boundaries: adopted.

%

“

¢

¢



8

On motion of Mr, Branch, the House adjourned mH 10
o’clock, to-morrow morning.

—_—

Tuaurspay, Supr. 28, 1837.
The House met pursuant to adjournment.
The Journal of the precedmrr day being read, the
Speaker informed the House, that he had appomted the
following Standing Committees:

COMMITTEES.
Privileges and Elections.
Jones, of Brazoria, Menifee,
Pierpont, Knglish,
Thompson, ‘
Ways and Means.
Menifee, Gazley,
Pierpout, Lumpkin.
Douglass, L e i
. Post Offices’ond P,o:t Roads.
Gazley. ) Balker,
Hill, a : Clarke.
Burleson, .
Judiciary.
Jack, Gant,
Branch, Rask.
Gazley,
Public Lanids.
Thompson, . Branch,
Hardiman, ) Grigsby.
Walker, ‘
Claims and Accounts.
Douglass, Sutherland,
English, Jack.
Pierpont,
Indian Affairs.
Burleson, Lumpkin,
Rusk, ‘Walker.
Hill,
: Military Affairs,
Rusk, - ry; ﬁ Patton,
Buyleson,. ... . Jones, of Vlctons.

Cunningham,
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Naval Affairs.

Jones, of Austin, Sutherland,
Grigsby, : Hardiman.
-Brush, '

Foreign Relations.
Branch, . Douglass, -
Cunmningham, Gant.
Clarke,

State of the Republic.

Hnardiman, Baker,
Jones, of Brazoria, Patton.
Lewis, :

County Boundarics.
Baker, . : - Jones, of Victoria.
Brush, Lewis. :

Jones, of Austin, :

Mr. Rusk moved, that all papers concerning subse-
quent elections, be referred to the Committee on Privi-
leges and Llections: adopted.

Mz. Rusk offcred the following resolution, and the
rale of the House being suspeunded, it was adopted :

Resolved, That the Sccretary of the Treasury be re-
quired to communicate to this House, what quantity of
Land Scrip has been issued and authorized to be sold:
when, and by whom, issued: in what quantities: how
much has been sold: by whom: at what price; and
what payments have been made: what monies (if any)
have -been received; and what disposition has been
made of them: what persons are now the agents for
the sale of scrip, together with copies of the bonds, cor-
respondence with, and instructions to agents, which
may be on file in his office, on this subject.

Mr. Gant offered a resolution, amending the rules of
last €ongress, for conducting business in the House of
Representatives; afler an amendment offered by Mr.
Rusk, so as to read thus: : :

Resolved, That the House adopt, as Standing Rules
for conducting business in the House of Representatives,
the rules of the last Congress, except the 3d, 40th and
58th rules; and that the 65th rale be so amended as to
read thus: after commitment and report thereof to the
House, or at any time before its \{rassage, a bill may be
amended : rule suspended and adopted.
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Mr. Gant offered the following resolution:

Resolved, That a standing committee of two members
be appointed, to act as a committee on enrolled bills,
on the part of the House, and that a committee of three
be appointed to contract for the printing of such docu-
ments as may be ordered by the House. Adopted.

Messrs. Jones, of Brazoria, and Branch composed the
committee on enrolled bills; and Messrs, Gazley,
Brush, and Thompson composed the last committee.

Mr. Thompson moved that the House go into an
election of a Reporter at ten o'clock to-morrow. Mr.
Branch opposed the inotion.  Messrs. Thowpson,
Husk, and Gant followed in support of the motion.
Adopted. :

A communication was read from M. A. Allsbury,
contesting the seat of Mr. Patton in the Iouse. Mr.
Rusk supported the validity of M. Patton’s seat.  Mr.
Brauch moved to refer it to the committee on Privileges
and Elections. “Adopted. - :

Resolution offered by Mr. Branch: - ‘

Resolved, That the Chief Clerk of the House of Rep-
resentatives be, and he is hereby authorizud to procure
whatever stationery may be necessary for the use of
the House, and also a suvitable room 1n this House for
the safe keeping of his papers, and the transaction of
business.  Adopted.

The President’s message was received from the
Senate with a request that it be returned so soon as
read. On the message being read, Mr. Jones, of Bra-
zoria, moved that the request of the Senate be complied
with, which was adopted.

Resolution offered by Mr. Rusk:

Resolved, That o committee of three be appointed by
the House, to join such committee, as may Le appointed
on the part of the Senate, 1o enquire into the propriety
of selecting a site, upon which to locate permanently
the seat of Government of this Republic,  Adopted.

Messes. Rusk, Burleson, and Menjfee were appointed
said committee, : .

Resolution by Mr., Jones: .

Hesolved, That so much of the President's message
as rélates to-the boundary between Texas and the
United States, be refered to the committee on Foreign
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Relations; and so much as relates to the Land Office,
be referred to the committee on Public Lands, ordered
tolie on the table,

Resolution by Mr. Gant :

Resolved, That the committee on printing be author-
ized to procure the printing of three hundred copies of
the communication just received from the President of
the Republic, for the use of the House. Lost.

On motion of Mr. Hardiman, the House adjourned
til 3 o’clock P. M. .

THEEE 0'CLOCE, P. M.

The House met pursnant to adjournment.

Mr. Gant asked leave to introduce a bill, which was
granted, “entitled a bill, to repeal the act incorporating
the Texas Rail Road, Navigation and Banking Com-
pany” passed its first reading. Mr. Rusk moved to
suspend- the rule of the House, and that the bill be
submitted to a select committce. Mr. Gant opposed
the suspension of the rule, with a few remarks, and was
followed by Mr. Rusk in support of the suspension.
The rule was suspended. Mr. Jones, of Brazoris,
moved, it be referred to a select committee of five
members. Messrs Jones, of Brezoria, Jack, Gazley,
Rusk and Thompson were nominated the committee,

Mr. Gazley moved a committee of three be appoin-
ted to procure rooms for the use of the commitiees.
Messrs. Gazley, Cunningham and Thompson were
appointed the committee.

On motion of Mr. Jones, of Brazoria, the House
adjourned until 10 o’clock to-morrow morning.

Fripay Mogrning, Sepr. 29, 1837,
. The House met pursuant to adjournment. The
Jjournal of the preceding day being read, Mr. Hardi-
man askéd Iedve to be excused from-serving on the
committee for printing, granted; and Mr. Brush was
appointed on said committee. -

Mr. Rusk presented a petition, claiming damages on
goods lost 2t the mouth of the Brazos, on the schr.
Santa Anna, from R. . Handay & Wm. Lusk, which
wag read and referred to the committee on claims and
accounts.

Mr. Rusk presented a petition from Mr. Billingsly
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which was referred to the committee on Privileges and
Elections, without being read.

Mr. Jones, chairman of the committee on Privileges
and Elections, made the following report:

The Committee on privileges and elections, to whom

" was referred a communication from H. A. Allsbury,
protesting on behalf of himself and the citizens of the
county of Bexar against the election of Col. Wm. H.
Patton, have had the same under consideration, and
respectfully beg leave to report:

That no evidence has been adduced before us to
substantiate the fact, that there was any illegality in
the manner of holding the election for Representatives,
or that it was influenced by fraud or force; but that on
the contrary it was freely admitted, that so far as Mr.
Patton was concerned, he used his best exertions at the
polls to prevent either.  As regards the questicn of six
months’ previcus residence in the county as required by
the Constitution ; it appears that Mr. Paiton removed
to Bexar in 1835, that he purchased property there
and commenced planting; thus becoming domiciliated
in that county.

The advance of the enemy drove him from his home
in the spring of 1836. Since which time ‘he has been
uvsefully, honorably and constantly employed in the
public service, and returned to Bexar so soon as his
public datics permitted, and has resided there up to the
time of the election. Your committee are thercfore of
opinion that Col. Patton is duly and constitutionally
elected a Representative of the people of Bexar in this’
general Congress. .

The committee have also had under consideration
the credentials of Mr. John J. Linn, and beg leave to
report, that Mr, Linn has a regularly authenticated
certificate of election, as Representative from the Hon.
John M‘Heury, Chief Justice of the ceunty of Victoria;
and that in accordance with the usage of the House, he
is entitled to his seat until the contrary is made to
appear; all of which is respectfully submitted,

Sigued, ANSON JONES,
Chairman of the Committce on

" Privileges and Elections.

Mr. Gazley moved that the report be concurred in.
Adopted. T ‘ ‘
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Myr. Linn, the Representative elect from Victoria, was
sworn ahd took his seat, :

Resolution offered by Mr. Jones.

Resolved, That the Clerk be authorvized to procure for
the use of the members of this House, five hundred
copies of each number of the Tclegraph, during the
present session of Congress: adopted.

Resolution offered by Mr. Gant.~

Resolved, That the “House adopt the joint rules and
orders for conducting business between the two Houses
that were adopted by the fizst Congress: adopted.

" Resolution offered by Mr. Rusk.

Resolved, That the committeée on privileges and elec-
tions, be required to Teport at as early a day as prac-
ticable wpon the credentials of the different members of
this House, and. that ‘they ‘present a statemient of the
nutiber of vétes received by the different candidates,
so far as the same can be made to  appear from the
returns of the election; and also the names of the
individuals contesting seats in the House: adopted.

Resolution offered by Mr. Burleson. T

Resolved, That the reporter now to be elected, be
elected for the extra session only, and that he be
allowed the same pay, as is-allowed the Chief Clérk of
the Housé of Representatives & adopted.. -, ~

Resolution offered by Mr. Jones, of Brazoria.

Resolred, That the committee on Naval Affairs be
instructed to eall-on the Secretary of that department
for information respecting the present situation of our
Navy; and enquire into the expediency of an imme-
diate increase of the same, with aview to the defence
of our coast and commerce, and as a means of carrying
on offensive operations against Mexico: adopted.

The speaker informed the House that he had'before
him a communication from the Secretary of State, rel-
ative to clections, and wished to know what disposition
the House would make of it.  On mytion of Mr. Rusk,
it was referred to the committee on *privileges and
elections. )

The following joint resolution was received from the
Senate :

Resolved, by the Senate and House of Representatives of
the Republic of Texas, That the operation of a law,

)
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catitled -the Liand Law, passed the last session of
Congress, by which the Land Offices are to be opened
on the 1st day of the ensuing October, be, and is
hereby suspended until further action of Congress on
the subject, which was amended by Mr. Branch, so as
1o read thus: Resolved, by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives of the Republic of Texas, in Congress assembled,
-That so much of an act, entitled “an act supplemen-
tary to an act, establishing a general Land &ﬁce for
the Republic of Texas.” Passed -22d of December,
1836, as provides for the opening of a Land Office on
the 1st day of October, 18375 and -for the appointment
of officers under said law, be, and the same is hereby
suspended until the further action of Congress. The
rule of the House being suspended, the resolution
passed to its third reading, and was adopted.

Mr. Gazley nemipated Mr. Sample as reporter to the
House, and there being no opposition, he was declared

. duly elected.and sworn:into offie,. .

On motion of Mr. Gazley the House adjourned till
3 o’clock P. M. . - .

- Frioay, SEpTEMBER 29, 1837, 3 o’crock P. M.

The House met pursuant to adjournment.

Resolution offered by Mr. Douglass.

Reiolved, That the Chief Clerk of the House be
instructed  to call on the Secrctary of State; and
abtain from him thirty-five copies of the acts of the
last Congress of the Republic of Texas, for the use
of the House: adopted. :

Resolution offered by Mr. Gant. )

Resolved, That the commissioner of the General Land
Ofiice be instructed to furnish the House of Repre-
sentatives, as soon as practicable, information as 1o what
eiforts he has made to procure the survey books, papers,
and wiber documents, relating to the land titles of the
Republic; and to what extent he has succeeded
adopted. ) :

Resolution offered by Mr; Douglass.

Resolved, That a committee of five be appointed to
draft and repert a bill for the purpose of repealing the

_ present Tariff Laws: adopte(?. ‘

Mesars. Douglass, Sutherlagd;, Thompson, Lumpkin,

and Conpingham were appointed said committee.
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The Joint Resolution for the suspension of the Land
Laws, and the resolution appointing a committee te
select a site for the seat of Government, were received
from the Senate, as amended by the House, with their
concurrence.

Resolution offered by Mr. Cunningham.

Resolred, That a committee of five be appointed to
revisc and amend an act, entitled “an act to raise
a revenue by direct tax,” passed by the Congress of
the Republic of Texas, at its last session: adopted.

Messrs. Cunningham, * Grigsby, Walker, Hill, and
Lewis were appointed said committee:

Mr. Cunningham moved that the name of Mr. Linu
be inserted in the place of Mr. Jones, of Victoria, ou
the standing commiitees: adopted.

Mr. Hardiman moeved that Mr. Rusk be added to the
committée on Naval Affairs: adopted.

On motion of Mr. Branch, the House adjourned
antil 10 o’clock to-morrow morning.

The following is the President’s message, received
on the 28th of September, 1837.

ExgcvTive DEPARTMENT,
ReruBric oF TExas. }
To the -Benate and House of Representatives:

GextLEMEN: Circutnstances involving important in-
terest to the country, have induced the call of a special
session of Congress, which subjects will require your
attention and profound. deliberation; the frequent call
of extradrdinary sesgions is to be deprecated,.and would
have been avoided on the present occasion, especially,
as the annual session of Congress will occur so soon;
but the necessity of your present meeting could not'be
so well anticipated by any future action of your honor-
able body, as it can at the present moment.

At the last session of Congress, provision was made
for the appoiniment of a’ éommissioner to run the line
hetween theé Governmént of the United Siates and
Texas; this meéasure was based so as to correspond
with measures which have been adopted on the part of
the Goverument of the States; it was nevertheless
deemed satisfuctory as to its correctness; and has subse-
cuently been verified, as will be shown to your honor-
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able body, by documents which will be referred tor
your.consideration.

The land law which was passed by the last Congress
of the Republic of Texas, and which was desigued to
take effect on the first day of October next, could not
go into operation without conflicting with subjects too
important to he disregarded, inasmuch as some of the
land districts would necessarily fall within that section
of country over which the Unitcd States have for some
years exerciscd civil jurisdiction; but over which there
15 no doubt, that the Government of Texas, so soon as
the limits of cach country are defined, will be mani-
festly entitled, to the civil, as well as the political juris-
diction thereof. It is to be deplored that so soon as
measures had been adopted by the Government of
the United States, on this subject, that thc Govern-
ment of Texas was not apprised of the fact, or its
agents near that Government, until the 17th of June
last, when a commmieation was'made to ouUr ageit,” by
the Honorable Secretary. of State, for the first time, of
the desircs of that Government.. . .

Although authority was given to the Executive of
Texas, to appoint.a comrmigsioner for the purpose of
running the kine, in accordance with stipulations long
since existing, yet no appointment has been made, for
the reason that no satistactory intelligence had reached
this Government, in relation to the course which the
Government of the United States might wish to pursue.
No time had been lost in communicating to.our Minister
at Washington City, the course which had been adop-
ted at the last session of Congress.. As -early as the 4th
of Augusi last, a special communication was made
upon that subject, by our Minister. We are advised, '
that he had received no response to his communication ;
it is to be boped as the Congress of the United States is
now in session, that the subject of the boundary line
will claim the prompt action of that Government, and
that such measures will be adopted by its functionaries
as will lead 10 a speedy termination of the subject, and
gbviale all such embarrassments, as might result {rom
its further (prpcrastinution. Nothing, 1 {eel confidem, on
the part of this Government, will be omitted, which
can eonduce to -the. amicable adjustments of a mat-
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ter desirable and important to the two countrics. As
the land law which has been referred tn, is nccessa-
rity connected with this subject, it will be for the hon-
orable Congress to determine what modifications or
revisions may be proper for adoption.

The period at which the annual session of Congress
will take place being so near at hand, it is presumed
that the present session will not adjourn previous to
that time; therefore, I have abstained from submitting
any other subjects for. the present, other than those
which induced the call of the present session. At the
commencement of the next session, the Executive will
have it in his power to present to Congress, the situa-
tion of the country generally, and to submit subjects
connected immediately with the defence of the nation,
and igs financial resources, for their action.

Whilst we invoke the continuance of favors which
have been conferred upon us by an Almighty Béing,
and render to him our grateful homage, let us remem-,
ber, that the important trusts in which we are placed,
demand of us unceasing exertions to defend and pre-
setve our independence; by our united efforts, to pro-
mote the happiness of our constituents, and the pros-
perity and glory of our country.

(Signed,) SAM HOUSTON.

City of Houston, Sept. 25, 1837..

Saturpay, SEPT. 30, 1837.

The House met pursuant to adjournment.

The journal of the preceding day being read,

Mr. Rusk presented a communication fromi the Secre-
tary of the Navy: ordered to lie on the table. '

Mr. Jones, Chairman of the Committee on Privileges
and Elections, made the following report: !
To the Hon. the Speaker of the House of Representatives.

The Committee on Privileges and Elections, most
respectfully beg leave to report, thut there are a num-
ber of contested cleetions; and the principles of the
elections depend entirely on the question, whether regu-
lardy enlisted soldiers are authorized to vote or not?

QJI
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and whether soldiers furloughed for a time, or tothe end
of theirterm of service, are allowed or not? Therefore,
this committee beg leave, that this question be decided
by the House; we, therefore, offer the question to the
House, as a resolution for the purpose of tssting the
question, and submit the following resolution:

Resolved, That regularly enlisted soldiers are not en-
- titled to vote. -

Mr. Rusk offered a substitute to the resolution, which
was supported by Messrs, Gant and Lumpkin, and op-
posed by Messrs, Branch, Jack and Menifce: the ques-
tion being taken, it was rejected; Mr. Branch, Jack and
Menifee supported the original resolution, and was fol-
lowed by Messrs. Rusk, Gant and Lumpkin, in opposi-
tion.

Mr, Jones moved that the report and resolution be
concurred in. '

On the Ayes and Noes being called, the vote stood ds
follows : . . o '

Ayes—Messrs. Branch, Brush, Clark, Gazley, Grigs-
by, Hardiman, Hill, Jones, of Brazeria; Jack, Linn,
Lewis Menifee, Pierpont and Thempsen—14.

Noes.—Messrs. Speaker, Burleson, Douglass, Eng-
lish, Gant, Lumpkin, Patton, Rusk, Sutherland, Walk-
er—10. - - ’

The Speékei' declared the report concurred in.

A mesgsage was received from the Senate, informin,
the House, that a joint resolution had passed the Se-
nate, authorizing the Attorney-General to purchase cer-
tain books for the use of the Government, and requested
the concurrence of the House.

On motion of Mr. Gant, the House adjourned ull 8
o’clock, P. M. .

) . THREE 0'CLOCK, P. M.
The House met pursuant to adjournment.
"The committee appointed:to procure committee rooms,
report, that they have been umable 10 find but three
rooms; one of which is occupied by the Chief Clérk of
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the House; and that the committee occupy the rooms
alternately, until other arrangements can be made.
' T. J. GAZLEY, Chairman.

Concurred in. :

Resolution offered by Mr. Jones.,

Resolved, That the following persons shall be ad-
mitted to seats within the bar of this House, viz:

The President, Vice-President, the members of the
Senate, the heads of Departments, with the Attorney-
General and Chief Justice; the Commander-in-Chief of
the Army, the Commander-in-Chief of the Navy, Foreign
Diplomatic Agents, with their suits: and Ex-Presidents
and Vice-Presidents of the United Stateg, the Ex-Pre-
sident of the Republic of Texas, members and ex-mem-
bers of the Congress of the United States, ex-members
of the Cabinet, Ex-Governors of the States and Terri-
tories of the United States; and such distinguished
strangers as the Honorable the Spcaker, or a majority of
the House, may at any fime invite; also, all Editors of
newspapers within the Republic of Texas: adopted.

Resolution offered by Mr. Sutherland.

Resolved, That a Special Committec of three be ap-
pointed, to inquire into the prepriety of laying off a cer-
tain section of the country, and reserving the same for
the locating of Soldiers’ Claims; and 'that said commit-
tee have leave to report by bill or otherwise: adopted.

Messrs. Sutherland, Thompson and Patton were ap-
pointed said commiitee.

Resolution offered by Mr. Patton.

Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs be
instructed to call on the Secretary of War, tor informa-
tion relative to the situation of our Army, the number of
officers in service, the number ‘under the pay of the Go-
vernment, the number necessary for the troops in the
field ; and the number of effective forces in the service,
and where stationed : adopted.

Resolution offered by Mg Jack.' .

Resolved, That a Committee of five be appointed to
ascertain from the different Heads of Departments, the
number of officers, civil and military, now in the pay
and employment of Government—with their pay and
salaries; and to repott the propriety of reducing the
rumber of such officers: adopted. -
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Messrs. Jack, Gazley, Branch, Linn and Gant were
appointed said comumitiee.

esolution offered by Mr. Jack.

Resolved, That the Door-keeper be authorized to pro-
cure suitable seats for the acconunodation of -the body :
adopted.

Mr. Gazley asked leave to introduce a bill relating to
Elections: granted. Read first time.

Resolution oftered by Mr. Burleson.

Resolved, That the Committee on Public Lands, be
nstructed to call on the Secretary of the Treasury, and
ascertain whether or not the fifty thousand dollars due the
Republic of Texas, from M. B. Menard and his asso-
ciates, have been paid to this Government; and if paid,
whether or not the payments were made in accordance
with an act, entitled, an act granting one league and la-
bor of land on the east end of Galveston Island to M. B.
Menard and his associates, passed by the last Congress :
and to report by bill or otherwise. A .

On motion of Mr."Gant, the Housé adjourned till 10
o’clock, on Monday morning. - . ) R

Moxpay, Ocr. 2, 1837, -

‘The House met pursuant to adjournment.

The journal of the preceding day being read,

Mr. Menifee presented a petition from Mark T. Mitch-
ell, praying the grant,of a patent for a brick machine.

On motion of Mr. Menifee, it was referred to a com-
mittee of three. Messrs. Menifee, Hardiman and Su-
therland were appointed said committce.

Mr. Rusk presented a petition from Mr. Lawrence,
which, he stated, related to elections. Referred to the
Committee on Privileges and Elections.

Mr. Rusk presented various papers concerning Elec-
tions, which were referred to the Committee on Privi-
leges and Elections.

Mr. Lumpkin presented a memorial from a portion of
the citizens of the County of Houston, praying a reduc-
tion of the tariff laws, Tazes, &c.: referted to the Com-
mittee on the State of the Republic.

Mr. Gazley, Chairman of the Committee on Printing,

>
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reported, that the Government is indebted to the office
of the Telegraph, for services and materials, o a large
amount. ‘The proprietors of the press have Informed
your comumittee, that they are unable to comply with the
requisitions of Congress for the number of newspapers
ordered, and job printing, on accoint of pecuniary em-
h'ma%mentb, and their 1mb1htv to procure waterials
without uid from the Government, YOur columitiee,
having made an estimate of the probable expense of
prmtmrr for the present session, and considering the
amount already due to the office, earnestly recommeud
an immediate appropuatlon of one thousand dollars to
the proprietors of the Telegraph, in order that the pro-
ceedings of Congress may be disseminated among the
lnhabxtams of lhe country, as early as possible.
: ~ THO J. GAZLEY, Chairman.

Concuired in. . .

Mz, Jones, of Brazoria, Chairman of the ("mnmmec
oun Privileges and Elections, reported, that they have
examined the credentials of the different members of
this House, and that the following have regular certifi-
cates of election in due form, and authenticated by the
Chief, or acting Chief Justice of their respective coun-
ties, viz:

Fxom the coumy of Bexar, Wm. H. Patton;
Brazoria, Anson Jones and P. C.

. Jack;
o5 s Colorado, ‘Wm. Menifee;
4 s Harrisburg, Tho. J. Gazley;
“ o Jacksen, George Sutherland ;
st « . Jasper, 8. S. Le\w
o “ Jefterson, Joseph Gngsby
it o Liberty, E. T. Branch:
w & Milam>Wm, Walkers
i i Houston, Major Lumpkin;
‘e oo Matagorda, T. J. Hardiman;
« oo Nacogdoches, T. J. Rusk and Kel-
scy H. Donglass;
« u Sabine, Wm. Clarke;
o “ San Augustine, Joseph Rowe and

Charlton Thompson ;
5 s Vietoria, John J. Liun:
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From the county of Mina, Edward Burleson and L. C.
Cunningham ;

i e Shelby, John English and Wm.
. Pierpont;

W s Washington, W. W. Gant and W.
W. Hill.

The returns of elections ot the different counties not
having been mude to accompany the certificates of
election, your commitlee are unable to.give a statement
of the votes received in these counties for the different
candidates.

The names of the different individuals contesting
seats in this House, are: for the county of Mina, Jesse
Billingsly, who claims to be elected in the place of L.
C. Cunmngham; and Wm. J. Russell, who has given no-
tice, that he claims to be elected for the county of Bra-
zoria, in the place of Mr. Jack. Your comuiittec have
also had unr{)er considcration, the returns from the
county of Victoria; and report-that Mr. J. J. Linn re-
ceived eighteen votes, and Mr. Fielding Jones received
six votes, as cerified by the Hon. Johin M‘Henry, Chiet’
Justiceof that county ; and also, that Mr. Jones received,
at an election held at Dimmitt’s Point, in said county,
fifty-four votes, given by soldiers, ‘and six votes given
by citizens, all of which werc rejected by the Chief
Justice of the county, as illegal; your committee are,
therefore, of opinion, that Mr. J. J. Linn is duly and
constitutionally elected the representative of the county
of Victoria, in this Congress; your committee also re-
port the following returns of elections for representa-
tives of the depopulated counties, viz:

For the county of Gonzales, A. Ponton has received,
at the city ot Houston, five votes, at Lynchburg seven,
total twelve votes; and J. D. Clements has received,
at the city of Houston, two votes, at Liberty four votes,
total six: for the county of San Patricio, John Turner
received, at the city of Houston, one vote; and Wm.
Brenan received, at Victoria, four votes for the county
* of Refugio, E. Brush received, at the city of Houston,

oné vote, at Victoria five votes, total six votes; and

Wm, E. Walker received at Vietoria, eight votes: your

comittce also report, that they have received a docu-

nent, purporting to be a return of an election. held in -
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the town of Goliad, for a representative of that county,
which gives to F. W. Thornton, Esg., four votes; all of
which 1s respectfully submitted : concurred in.

Resolution offered by Mr. Lumpkin.

Resoleed, That the Secretary of the Treasury be re-
quired to furnish this House, so soon as practicable, with
all the information in his possession, 1 regard to the
number and class of vessels which have, at any time,
entered the several ports of this Republic, since the
adoption of the cxisting tariff law; their separate and
aggregate amount of tonnage, together with the aggre-
gate amount of goods; when and by whom introduced;
the amount of money, date, and from whom received:
the amount bonded, and when payable; together with
other information in regard to the operation of said law,
which he may be in possession of, and may deém ne-
cessary for the use of this House: adopted.

Resolution offered by Mr Rusk.

Resolued, That Mr. W. E. Walker, from Refugio, be
requested to come forward, take the eath prescribed by
the Counstitation, and take his seat as a member ot this
House: adopted. .

Resolution offered by Mr. Douglass,

Resolzed, That the Auditor of Accouuts be required
10 lay befbre this House, the reason why he has refused
o audit the discharges of the volunteers who served a
tour of dutv under the command of Captain Michael
Costly and Captain George W. Jewell: adopred.

Mr. Junes, of Brazoria, introduced a-joint resolution,
relating to the signing of Promissory Notes of this Go-
cvernment.  Ca motion of Mr. Rusk, made the special
arder of the day for Wednesday next.

Joint resolution from the Seuate, authorizing the At-
torney-General to purchase -certain books for the use of
the Government: read the first time.

Bill relating to elections: read the second time, and
committed to & Committee of the whole House, Mr.
Branch in the ehair: the comminee rose, reported pro-
aress, and nsked leave to sit again: granted.

M. Cumninghan: asked leave to introduce a bill
(granted) reiating to the Land Law: read first time.

On motioa of Mr. Gazley. the House adjourned till
3 o'clock. UM,
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The House met pursuant to adjonrnment.

Mr. Thompson asked leuve to introduce a bill, re-
quiring the Auditor to audit claims of deceased persons:
read first time.

Mr. Cunningham asked leave to introduce a bill, lay-
ing off a road from the town of Mina to Red River: read
first time.

Mr. Gazley moved, that the ITouse go into Committec
of the Whole on the bill relating to Elections.

‘Mr. Branch in the chair.

The committee reported the bill 4s amended, and
asked leave to be discharged: adopted.

On motion of Mr. Rusk, the report was concurred in-

Mr. Jack presented a communication from the Secre-
tary of the Treasury, relating to an apartment for his
officc. ) .

Resolutien offered by Mr. Patfon..

Resolved, That 3 committée of three be appointed, te
to act with such committe as may be appointéd by the
Senate to miake a proper division of the rooms in the
Capitol: adopted. Messre. Patton, Burleson and Gaz-
ley were appointed said committee. N

On motion of Mr. Thompson, the House adjourned
till 10 o’clock to-morrow morning. )

Tuespay, Oct. 3, 1837,

"T'he House met pursuant to adjournment.

"The Journal of the preceding day being read,

Mr. Gazley presented a petition from Jolm Buchanan.
praying remuneration for-services rendered the Govern-
ment ad interim : referred to Committee on Claims and
Accounts. . '

Mr. Menifce presented a petition from Flkanah Brush,
protesting against the elcction of W. E, Walker, from
the county of Refugio: reforred to the Comnittee on
Privileges and Elections.

The Senate requested leave of the House, to adjourn
to the room of a sick member: granted. ’

Mr. Joues, Chairman of the Committee on Privileges
and Elections, reported : 7
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Tha* they have had under consideration, the protest
of Mr. edse Billingsly, and the documents submitted
therewii, in substantiation of his claim to the seat now
occupi=d by Mr. Cunningham

Frentie certificate of the Chief Justice of the county
of Min, it appsars that Mr. Billingsly received sixty -
votes, given by citizens; Mr. Cuunningham received
fifty-four votes given by citizens, and thirteen votes
given by rangers, stationed on the N. Western frontier of
the country.  Atier a laborious investigation of the mat-
ter, yor comueittee are of opinion, that the question
depend: catirely upon the reception or non-reception of
the rangers’ votes. Ten of them have certified, under
oath, ikt they have, neither of them, ever taken the
oath which is required of a soldier who enlists; and that
they do not consider themselves ey © have been en-
listed soldiers, hutvolnnteers ofily. On reference to the
records in the War Departifient, however, the naes of
all the tadividaals appenr upon the muster roll of Com-
pany ¢, under' the cominuad of Major Smith, with the
dates +f their enlistment; the person by whom, the
place where, and the time for which they enlisted, and

- nearly all are for during the war, and the balance for
one year; and their enlistments (at least five of them)
dly subscribed and sworn to, are on file.

With this statement of the facts in the case, and re-
ferring the House to the memorial accompanying, the
committee beg leave to submit the question to their de-
termination, giving it 28 our opinion, that Mr. Billingsly
48 duly clected.

The comurnittee beg leave to recommend, that this
House set the seal of its unqualified. disapprobation
agains{ irregalaritics at elections, and preserve pure the
sacred: fight of suffrage, by protecting it from al ¢or-
ruption’ ey therefore sécommend, that the Di?ﬁt

trieybe instructed to institute an inguiry intoPthe
conduct of the individpals whose names are subscribed
to the accompar f{ijp Aaffidavit, who voted at the election
in the county of¥Mina, and whé have, Contrary to the
solemn sturments of the affidavit which they have there
gabscribed and sworn to, regularly enlisted, and taken
the out’. #f enlistnents all of wiich ie resnectfully sube
mitted : sdered o lie o0 the table fir the pre .




26

Mr. Sutherland, Chairman of the Co:
into the propriety of laying off cert
cating of soldiers’ claims, reported hr
time.

Resclution offered by Mr, Douglass.

Resolved, That the Secretary of iz Treasury be re-
quested to communicate to this House, the total amount
of public debts, as near as practicable, of military, na-
val and civil: adopted.

Resolution offered by M:. Rusk.

HResolved, That L. C. C.nningham be allowed to be
heard by counscl, at the bar of this House, upon the
question of his right 1o u seal; und that he have a right
to examine papers: adoptod.

Resolution offered hy Mr, Gant.

Respived, That the Committce or. Ways and means,
be instrucred to enquire into the expadiency of making
all properly authenticated dralts upun the Treasury of
the Republic of Texas, receivable in the payment of
dues, of whatever nature soever, to the Government, or
any officers thereof: adopted.

Resolution offered by Mr. Jones.

Resoleed, That 2 message be despatched to bring to
the bar of this House, Oliver Jonies and Joseph Baker,
said to be electcd members of it; and that they be re-
quired to show cause why, if clested, they should not
take their seats.

The aves and noes being calicd for, the vote stood
thus:

Aves—Messrs, Speaker, Gazley, Hardiman, Hill,
Jones, Jack, Menifce, Patton and Rusk—9.

Nogs—Messrs. Branch, Burescn, Clark, Douglass,
English, Grigsby, Gant, Linn, Lumpkin, Lewis, Pier-
pont, Sutherland, Thompson and Walker—13: Rese-
lution lost.

Resolution offcresd by Mr,
by Mr. Jones.

Resolved, That w1 all contested elections bhefore the
House, the parties have leave ‘o be heard by themselves
or by counsel, or hy bath: adopted.

Mr. Thompein asked leave to introduce o bill
(granted) relating to parsons of color: rad the first time.

Mr. Rusk moved tu disagree to the i port of the Com-

ittee to inquire
1s for the lo-
: read first

sYardiman, wnd amended
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mittec on Privileges a»1 Elections, so r2r as concerned
the election of Mr. Cu:ninghara.

Resolution offered b:v Mr. Thomy -on.

Resolved, That the Clerk of the Yiouse be despatched
to the Bzcretary of the War lepartment, and request
the sait Secretary to furnish thi= House the enlistments
of the wilowing names, if in his possessio:, to wit: Wm.
Casncr, Smithwicke, Littin, Owen, Mcore, Bane, Jas.
Christian, N. W. Palmer, Jobn Seekel, iiichd. Egleston,
"Thos ' Kennon,!S. R. Blish, John Angel, A. J. Benson:
adopted.

On motion of Mr. Gazley, the House adjourned till
3 o’clock, P. M.

THREE 0’CLOCK, P. M.

The House met pursuant to adjournment.

Mr. Baker, the representative elect from Bexar, was
sworn and took his seat.

On motion of Mr. Jones, of Brazoria, the House pro-
ceeded to the unfinished business of the day.

The contested election of Mr. Cunningham was taken
up, and argued by Mr. Rusk and counsel, Mr. Baker,
and opposed by Messrs. Jack and Thompson.

On motion of Mr. Rusk, the House adjourned till
10 o’clock, to-morrow.

‘WeDNEsSDAY, OcT. 27, 1837,

The House met pursuant to adjournment.

The journal of the preceding day being read,

Mr. Oliver Jones, the representative elect from Austin,
wag sworn and took his seat.

On motion of Mr. Rusk, the House proceeded to the
unfinished business of yesterday.

The contested election of Mr. Cunningham was taken
up.

er. Ttusk moved to review his motion, disagreeing

to the report of the Committee on Privileges and Elec-
tons. Messrs. Rusk, Gant and Thowmpson supported
the motion to disagree to the report: Messrs. Branch,
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Jack, Jones and Menifee opposed the moiion. The ayes
and noes were called for, and the vere g1ood thus:

Aves—Messrs. Speaker, Burleson. Ttouglnss, Endlish,
Gazley, Oaunt, Patton, Rusk, Suther: .1 1, Thomps.nd
Walker, of Milum,—11 votes.

Nozs—Messts. Baker, Branch, Claxk, Grigsby. Har-
diman, Hill, Jones, of Brazoria, Jack, Jones, of -ustin,
Linn, Lewis, Menifee and Pierpont—13: lost.

Resolution offered by Mr. Rusk.

Resolved, That tlie seat of a member, in this House,
from the county of Mina, occupicd by M. Billingsiv, be
declared vacant; and that the Presilent be notified of
the [act, and requested to issue writs of election torth-
with, to fill said vacuncy.

The Ayes and Noes were called for, and the vote stood
thns:

Aves—Messrs. Speaker, Burleson, Douglass, English,
Gazley, Gant, Patton, Rusk, Sutherland, Thotnpson and
Walker, of Milam,—11.

Nogs—Messrs. Baker, Branch, Clark, Grigsby, Har-
diman, Hill, Jones, of Brazoria, Jack, Jones, of Austin,
Linn, Lewis, Menifee and Walker, of Refugio—13.

On motion of Mr. Buker, Mr. Billingsly wus sworn,
and took bis seat.

On motion of Mr. Branch, the House adjourned ull
3 o'clock, P. M.

THREE 0’CLOCK, P, M.

The House met pursuant to adjournrent.

Mr. Rusk moved that the name of Mr. Thompson be
added to the Judiciary Committee, and Mr. Xnglish on
the Coramittee of Public Lands: adopted.

Mr. Patton, Chairman of the committee to make a di-
vision of the rooms in the Capitol, reported, that the
rooms that are finished are divided as follows:

Noz. 1, 3, 5, 6 and 13 for the use of the Senate. Nos.
7, 9, 12, 11, 14, House of Representatives; No. 2,
Treasury: No. 4, Navy; No. 8, War; No. 10, State;
No. 16, Comptroller; No. 18, General Land Commis-
gibner; Nos, 15, 17, 19, 20, unfinished, but will be
ready in afew days, which will be at the disposal of
Congress.

Your committee, having nothing further before them,
beg leavé to be discharged : concurred in.
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The resnlution authorizing the issuing of Promissory
Notes, was read a zecond time.  Or mntion of Mr. Gant,
referred to the Counulttee on Ways and Means.

Resolution relative to the DPresident’s Message: read
a second time and adopied.

Joint resciuntion from the Senate, authorizing the At-
torney-General 10 putchase certain books: read second
time, @nd indefinitely postpened.

Mr Ganiasled leave to offer 2 bill {granted) for the
building ol a Lospital: read a first time.

Bill 1 :lating to the land oflicers was taken up, and re-
ferred to the Comnmittee on Pablic lands.

Biil relating to slaves and persons of color was taken
up, and referved to the Judiciary Comumittee.

Biil, reqairing the Auditor tn audit the claims of de-
ceased persons wus taken np; nnd, on motion of Mr.
Rusk, referred to a Select Committee of five members.
Messrs. Rusk, Thompson, Burleson, Patton and Jack
were appointed said committee. )

On motion of Mr. Jones, of Brazoria, Mr. Ponton, the
member cicet from Gonzales, was sworn, and took his
seat.

Resolution offered by Mr. Douglass.

Resolved, That a committee of three be appo‘?nted, to
enquire into the propriety of ascertaining the forfeited
lands, and having them surveyed and sold for the puor-
pose of paying a portion of the pubiic debt, and in-
creasing the navy: that said committec have leave to
report by bill or otherwise.

Bill to set apart a certain district of country for the
location of soldiers’ bounty lands was taken up: ye-
ferred to the Committee on Public Lands. .

Bill relating to opening a Road from the Town of
Mina to the county of Red River was taken up, and
referred to o committee of three: Messrs. Billingsly,
Hill and. Walker, of Milam, were appointed said com-
mittee.

On motion of Mr. Gant, the House adjourned till 30
o’clock, to-morrow.

3$
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Tuerspay, Ocr. 5, 1837.

The House met pursuant to adjournment.

The journal of the preceding day being read,

Mr. Kinney, the member elect from Red River, was
sworn and took his seat.

Mr. Jones, Chairman of the Committce on Privileges
and Elections, reported : that they have had under con-
sideration, the protest of Wm. Lawrence, Ksq., against
the illegality of the election in Harrisburg County ; and
your committee are of opinion, that the election in Har-
risburg County has been held in accordance with the
law and the usages of that county; and is, in nowise,
invalidated by the testimony adduced before us.  Your
committee further beg leave to report, that they have
had under consideration, the protest of Wm. J. Russel;
and from the testimony adduced, they are of opinion that
Mr. Jack is duly elected, and by a large majority of the
qualified voters of that county; all of which is respeet-
fully submitted: concurreed in.

Mr. Menifee, Chairman of the committee to whom
was referred the petition of Mark Twitchell, praying a
pateut for a brick-making machine, reported: that in
their opinion, it was inexpedient for this Republic to grant

atents at this time; but that the arts would be much
better encouraged by granting premiuws to the inventor,
in proportion to the utility and value of his invention, or
improvement; all of which is submitted to the House
for its concurrence: ordered to lie on the table.

Resolution offered by Mr. Walker, of Refugio.

Resolved, That the Comumittee on the Judiciary be
directed, to enquire into the expediency of making a
digest of convenient form, of the Colinization Laws, and
such of the Ordinunces of the General Council a1s are
still of force and unrepealed, together with the unets of
the first Congress, and all of the laws and resclutions
which may be passed during the present session of Con-
gress; and that they report upon the same hy bill or
otherwise: adopted.

Mr. Gant asked leave to introduce a bill, (granted,) to
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be entitled *“An Act to amend the proceedin
Justices of the Peace, and for other purposes:” reud the
first time.

Resolution offered by Mr. Rusk.

Resolved, Thai the rules of the House be so amended,
as to strike out the fifiy-third and fifty-fourth rules; and
so amended as to allow a reference of a bill to « coro-
mittee, on us first reading: read the first time.

Mr. Walker, of Refugio, asked leave to introduce a
bill, (granted,) entitled, *“An Act for the relief of Jehn
Keating.

Bill for building a public hospital was iadefinitely
postponed.

On motion of Mr. Patton, the House adjourned till
10 o’clock, to-morrow.

Fripay, OcrorEr 6, 1837.

The House met pursuant to adjournment.

The journal of the preceding duy being read,

A message was received from the Senate, asking leave
of this Housc, to adjourn to the room of a sick member:
granted.

Mr. Gazley presented a petition from Ienry Folley,
praying a remuneration for goods, &c.: referred to the
Committee on Clatms and Accounts.

Mr. Branch presented the petition of Mr. J. 8. Hol-
man, in behalt’ of the Houston City Company, with cer-
tain propesals, w Co red to a Select Com-
mittee of five. Messes. Jones, of Brazonia, Lumpkin,
Menifee, Pierpont and Branch composed said committee.

Mr. Rusk, Chairman of the committee to whom was
referred, a bill relating to slaves and persons of coler,
reported by bill, entitled, ¢ An Act for the punishment of
crimes committed by slaves and free persons of color.”

Mr. Walker, of Milam, asked leave to introduce a bill
relating to the evidence of women: read the first time.
Also, a bill relating to Clerks of the County Courts: read
the first time.

Resolution offered by Mr. Rusk.

Rissolved, That the Secretary of State be required to
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furnish the clerk of this House, forthwith, a copy of all
the laws and resolutions that have been heretofore
passed by the Congress of this Republic, together with
copies of the ordinances passed by the Convention that
formed the Constitution: adopted.

Mr. Jack offered a joint Resolution, defining the bu-
siness of this extra session: read the first time,

Bill relating to elections was taken up, and read the
second time. After varicus amendments, a motion was
made that the bill lie on the table: lost.

On motion of Mr. Meuifee, the House, adjourned il
3 o'clock, P. M.

THREE 0'CLOCK, P. M.

The House met pursuant to adjournment.

The bill relating 1o elections was taken wp.

Mr. Menifec moved to strike out the 9th section of the
bill. Ayes and Noes being called for, the vote stood thus:

Avrs—Messrs. English, Gant, Lumpkin, Menifee, Pat-
ton, Rusk, Suthertand and Walker, of Milam,~—8.

Nors—Messrs. 8peaker, Baker, Branch, Butleson,
Billingsly, Clark, Gazley, Grigsby, Hardiman, Hill,
Jones, of Brazoria, Jones, of Austin, Jack, Lewis, Piez-
pont, Thompson, M‘Kinncy and Ponton—18.

On mofion of Mr. Gazley, the bill was ordered to lie
on the table. .

" Mr. Thompson offered a resolution for throwing up a
walk from the flag-staff to the Capitol: referred to the
Committee on Public Roads.

Resolution offered by Mr. Gazley.

" Resoleed, That the Secretary of the Treasury be in-
vited to take ppssession of one of three rooms, in the
second siory of the Capitol, (occupied for committee
rooms,} wd appropriate the same to the use of the
Treasuy Department: sdopred.

Mr. Jones.moved to re-consider the memorial of J,
8. Holman, and to appoiui a joint committee of five, to
act with such committee as might bérappointed by the
Benate: adopted. And the same comumittee were ap-
pnted. -

Mr. Gazley offered a joint resolution, authorizing the
Secretary of the Treasury,to draw on the Collector of
the, port of Galveston, for one thousand dollars, in faver
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of Cruger & Moore: rule suspended—resolution ‘::w-ted
On munnn of Mr, Thompson, the House a: o e i till
10 o’clock, to-mourrow moming.

SaTurpaAY, OCT. 7, 1837,

The House met pursuant to adjournment.

The journal of the preceding day being read,

Mr. Doualdac, Chairman of the Committee on Claims
and Accounts, reported, that there was not sufficient
evidence to substantinte the claims of sundry petitions,
except the claim of Mr. Wilson for ten dollars, which

they recommend, should be paid. @
On motion of Mr. Rusk, the report was re-committed
to the Committee on Claxms and Accounts. ¥

Mr. Jones, Chairman of the Committee on Trivileges
and Elections, reported, that from the cvidence adduced,
Mr. Walker has a majority of the legal votes of the
county of Refugio, but that he has not the requisite qua-
lifications of citizenship and résidence in the county, and
consequently was ineligible to a a seat in this House;
and  therefore recommend, that the election be again
referred back to the people: ordered to lie on the table.

Resolution offered by Mr. Rusk.

Resolved, That the sum of ten dollars be allowed to
Mr. Wilson, for services rendered this House: and that

the sum be paid out of any monics in the 'T'reasury, not

otherwise appropriated: adopted.

Resolution oftered by Mr. Douglass.

Resolved, That the Military Committee be instructed,
to enquire into and report upon the propriety of allowing
pay to the company of volunteers who went against the
Indians, from the counties of Nacogdoches and Houston,
during:the last summer: adopted.

Bill relating to pmceedmgs before Justices of the
Peace was taken up, ‘and referred to the J udiciary
Committee.

Bill relating to the evidence of women was taken up,
and referred to the Judiciary Committee.

Bill relating to clerks of the County Courts was like-
wise taken up, and referrcd to the Judiciary Committee. -
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The report relative to the petition of Mark Twitchell
was taken up, and indefinitely postponed.

On weotion of Mr. Walker, of Refugio, the report of
the Committee on Privileges and Elections was taken
up.

Mr. Billingsly moved to disagree to the report.  Ayes
and ~oes being ealled for, the vote stood thus:

Avms—>Mossra. Speaker, Baker, Branch, Burleson,
Billingsly, Grigshy, Joncs, of Austin, Sutherland,
Walker, of Miluin, and Ponton—10.

Noms—DMessrs. Black, Douglass, English, Ganot, Har-
diman, Hill, Jones, of Brazoria, Jack, Linn, Lum pkin,
Menifee, Patton, Pierpont, Rusk, Thowmpson, and M*Kin-
ney—16: report concurred in.

Mr. Patton asked leave to introduce a bill, relating to
-the President’s appointing officers: read the first time.

The resolution for amending certain rules of the
Housc was taken up, and after the following amend-
ment by Mr. Branch, adopted: If no opposition shall be
made, or the question to reject be negatived, it shall
then be in order to commit the bill, either to & Standing
or Select Committee.

A message wus received from the Senate informing
the House, that they had passed a resolution instructing
the Commitiee on Public Lands, to draft a land bill for
their consideration; and to ask co-operation on the part
of the House of Representatives.

Bill relating to slaves and free persons of color was
read a second time.

Ou motion of Mr. Rusk, the House adjourned till
10 o’clock, Monday morning.

Mownpay, Ocr. 9, 1837,

The House met pursuant to adjournment.

Tte journal of the preceding day being read,

A message was received from the Senate, informing
the House of Representatives, that a resolution which
originated in this House, authorizing the Treasurer to
draw on the Collector of the port of Galvestou, in fuvor
of Messrs. Cruger & Moore, for the sum of one thousand
dollars, had passed the Senate.




35

The Committee on Public Lands reported by bill,
through their Chairman, Mr. Thompson, entitled, © An
Act supplementary to an Act, entitled an Act, supple-
mentary to an Act, to es tqblhh a General Land Office
forthe chubhc of Texas, passed 22d Deccmbuer, 1536”7
read the first time; and, on motion of Mr. Billingsly,
two hundred copics were ordered to be printed for the
use of the members of this Housc.

A communication was read, from the General Land
Commissioner; and, on motiou of Mr. Gant, referred 1o
the committee on Public Lands.

A communication was read, from the Audi or, and
referred to the Committee on Clalms and Accounts. A
communication was also read, from the Sceretary of
Stute.

The bill relating to slaves and free persons of color
was taken up, and re-committed to the Judiciary Cz)m—
mittee,

The bill relating to the President and Heads of De-
partments appointing officers: read a second time.  On
motion of Mr. Branch, was ordered to be engrossed for
a third readivg, and wmade the order of the day for to-
morrow.

On motion of Mr. Thomypson, the House adjourned
till 3 o’clock, P. M.

THREE 0’CLOCK, P. M.

The House met pursuant to adjournment,

The Lill entitled, “An Act for the reliel of Joln
Keating” was taken up, and referred to the Comnittee
on Claims and Accounts.

The joint resolutiow, defiving the business of the ex-
tra scssion of Congress was tahcn up, and Indefinitely
postponed.

The bill relating to elections was taken up, and or-
dered to pe (,nwro«ed for a third reading, to-morrow.

Resolujon oHcred by Mr. Jones, of Brazond

Pﬂwh/”l That the Judu:nry Committee be instructed
to enguire and report to the House, whether the absence
of various odicers of the Civil Government ui this Rx-
publie, inthe United States, whose official duties 1
a residence here, and who are receiving sulari
performance of their dutics,

s {or the
is in d(,COl(Ll!lLL‘ with law,
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#nd sl be alibved) swighout the, animadversionof

y éutr; Add 1f they ‘eoriclode in the
Gemptive, aflat oy boansndidied o n’-j;.n,a bili for the
o \ Sy -
; F'e-‘eﬂnmxwfqu heifevidin fiorgsos np(ed. -
o s T UM Thpmpsou - Fed ledve wuintroducda bill, imcor-
vt oo ,«pomtiuf,rthe Topd % let read the frse time. 2
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i #7 fThe joint refalufion, a i appigpriation 1o pay

<. the public prinfer, ‘was ordeted 4o bt énrolled.
.. On motion of Mt Joves, of Brazofia, the House ad-
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+ v gourned till 1060’ clock, to-morrow merning. ’
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‘t‘\‘ e Y‘q :, san) ! ¢
Ty '(‘Unsim'y, Ocv. 10, 1837,
- 2 Feak
The?ﬁoiﬁe met pursnant fo-adjournment. .
The journal of the preceding day beinggaead,,
Mr ngfkiu offered the following resolution:

Resolved, That the ary of War be required to

Wé’r‘?{m to issue Iﬁd war-

itled *to ‘bounty lands, for military

s is required o do by an act, entitled, “An

Act supplemementary to an Act, entitled, an Act to

establish a Generalriand Office for the Republic of
Texas, passed 22d December, 1836:” adopted. *

The bill relating to the President and Heads of De-
partments appointing officers, was read the third time;
and after an amendment by Mr. Branch, the question

* was taken on its final passage; and th es and Noes
Ng%ﬁig called for, the vote stood thus: iy
o % Aves—DMessrs. Speaker, Baker, Branch, Burleson,

Billingsly, Clark, Dougliss; English, Grigsby, Hardi-

man, Hill, Jones, of Brazoria; Jones, of Austin; Lump-

kin, Lewis, Menifee, M*Kinney, Patton, Pierpont, Pon-
ton, Sutherland, Thompson and Walker—23.
Nors—Mr. Gant—I.

s

s
8 |
LS

o A
.

i

Adopted; and the title adopted, for the bill was: «“An :

Act precluding aliens from being appointed to office.”
The bill relating to elections, was read the third time.
- Mr. Patton offered an amendment, that all votes, after
o ﬂmﬁsage of this act 1l be given wiva voce.
%A‘,_'Ayes a,mﬁi\ Noes being called, for the vote stood
- e~ TR ;

‘
“ v
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Ayes—Messrs. Branch, Burleson, Douglass, Lnahsh
Grigshy, Hill, Lewis, M‘Kinney, Palton Plcrpom, and
Suthelldml—ll

Noes—DMessrs. . Speaker, Baker, Billingsly, Clark,
Gant, Bardiman, Junee, of Brazoria; Jones, of Austin,
Lumpkin, Ponton, Thompann and Walker—12: lost.

The . vole was taken on the final passage of the bill.
The Ayes and Noes were called for, and the vote stood
thus: .

Aves—>Messrs. Speaker, Baker, Branch, Burleson.
Billingslv, Clark, Douglass, Fuglish, Grigshy, Hurdi-
man, Hill, Jones; of Brazoria; Joneq of Auqrm, Lewis,
M¢Kiuney, Pierpopt, Ponton, 't }mmpqm and Walker--18.

Nous—DMessrs. Gant, Lumpkiv, Patton aml Smher-
land—4: adopted.

Mr. Branch moved that the title of the bﬂl be, “An
Act regilating-Elections:” adopled

T hc bitl incorps oraling the Town of \hclhwﬂlc, i the
county of Shelby, was read a sceond times and after 2
subsitiute offered by Mr. Thompson, and 'uuptul was
ordered 1o be eng iwsed.

Mr. Menitee, Chairman of the Committee on W ays
and Means, re porte « and recommended, that the Presi-
dent’s private Secretary be authorized 1o sign the Pre-
sident’s name 1o the promissory notes of tlie Govern-
ment: councurred in.

And Mr. Jones, of Brazoria, moved, that the tide
should be, * A Joiut Resolution, aulhmumn the Presi-
dent’s Drivate Sccretury to sign the J’10n11<~01y Notes
of Government: adopte .

Mr. Jones, of Brazoria, Chairman of the Committe on
Enrolled Bi[ls, reported : that’ the committee had ex-
amined a joint resolution entitled “A Joint Resolution
for paying the Public Printer,” and found it to be cor-
rectly carolled.

On motion of Mr. Branch. the House a(JJoumed ull,
10 o’clock, to-morrow morning.

4




38

Webpnespay, OcroBer 11, 1837,

"The Housc met pursuant to adjournment.

The journal of the preceding day being read: a mes-
sage was received from the Senate, informing the House
that they had adjourned, to meet at 10 o’clock at the
room of Gen'l Green.

Resolution offered by Mr. Sutherland.

Resolved, That there should be a select committee of
‘five appointed, to take into consideration, the propriety
of paying for the property that may hdve been taken by
the enemy, or destroyed by our own army; and have
leave to report by bill or otherwise: adopted.

Mr. Rusk presented a petition from Antonia Men-
shaca, praying for a title to a certain house and lot in
Bexar: referred to commiftee on claims and accounts;
also a petition from Jamés W. Parker, relating to his
services againdl the Indians, &c.: refgrred to the com-
mittee on Indign Affairs. -

Mr. Rusk presented a communication, from the Sure
geon General to the Secretary of War, which was
referred to the Committee on Military Affuirs, without
reading.

. Mr. Linn asked leave to introduce a bill entitled *.an
actgto prevent traffic with slaves:” gragted ; read a first
yme and referrcd to the committec on Judiciary.

"~ Mr. Douglass introduced a bill entitled “an act for
the benefit and' relief of certain persons:' read afirst
time and referred to the committec on Military Af
airs.

Mr. Rusk, Chairman of the Joint Committee, to select
a site for permanently locating the seat of Government
of this Republic: reported that such site should be
selected forthwith, and five commissioners should be
chosen by a vote of both Houses, whose duties it shall
be to select said site, and that they should receive such
propositions for the sale of land as may be made to
them ; and to make conditional contracts, subject to the
ratification or rejection by this Congress, and that they
report by the 15th of November; and that on making
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selections they be confined to the section of country
between the Lrinity and Gaudaloupe rivers; and that
they select no place over twenty miles north of the
upper San Antonio road, nor south of a direct line, run-
ning from the Trinity to the Gaudaloupe river, crossing
the Brézos at 2t Fort Bend; read a first time:

The bill incorporating the town of Shelbyville. and
granting further powers to the town of San Augustine,
was read a third time, and atter an amendment, insert-
ing after San Augustine, Nacogdoches, passed; and the
title is ““an act ncorporating the town of Shelbyville,
and granting further powers to the corporations of San
Augustine and Nacogdoches.”

Mr. Donglass introduced a bill, granting an addition-
al quantity of land to those who participated in the
battles of San Antonio and San Jacinto: réad a first
time. On motion of Mr. Jones, of Brazoria, was refer-
red to a select committee of three. .

Messrs. Jones, of Brazoria, Douglass, and Gant were
appointed said committee.

On motion of Mr. Thompson the House adjourncd till
3 o’clock P. M.

THREE O’CLOCK P. M.

The House met pursuant to adjournment.

A communication was received, read from the Audi-
tor, and referred to the committee on Claims and
Accounts.

Resolution offered by Mr. Gant.

Resolved, That the committee on Military Affairs be
instructed, to enquire into the expediency of authoriz-
ing the Secretary of War to discharge all the soldiers
now on furlough that may desire it; and upon what
conditions would be just and expedient; and that they
report by bill or otherwise : adopted. i

Mr. Thompson offered a resolution, appointing a
committee of three, to call upon certain persons, and to
obtain certain papers relative to monies received for the
benefit of this Republic; Mr. Rusk offered an amend-
ment, which was adopted ; but upon the question being
taken on its final passage, it was lost,
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Mr. Jack, in behalf of the committee to whom was
referred the bill relaiing to the donating of linds 10
vertain persons, moved llut Mr. Jones of Ausiin, and
Mr. Poaton be added to said committee : adopted. .

And on motion of Mr. Rusk, Mr. Jones, ol Austin,
was made c¢halrman of the conunitice on Naval Artkiirs,
A communication was recelved and read from H. L.
Thompson, 1elative to u proper vessel for the Navy of
Texas 3 referred to the committee on Naval Afliirs,

Rezolution offered by Mr. Hill,

RResolved, Thut the \Lumd.u'r rules of this Houze be
so altered, that no bill shall be ameunded on its 1thad
reading ; nnlv by filling up blanks read a first time.

Mr. Gant infroduced a bill 1o protect the Public
Domain from illegal and fraudulent lund c¢laims; read
a first time, and referred to the commitice on Public
Lands.

On motion of Mr. ITill, the House athourxled ull 10
u L]OLI\, to-morrow maorning.

Tuuespay, Ocr. 12, 1837

The House met pursua at to .x(IJmenmnr.

The journals of the preceding day being read,

Mr. Lewis presented a petition from the citizens of
Jasper, relative to their lonndary lines: referred to the
Conuittee on County Roundaries. o

Mr. Rusk, Chairan of the Committee on Military Af
fuirs, to whom was referred the propriety of (lutlmn/mrv
ihe Secrerary of War to discharge {urlougled solo '|(){~
ruporlod by a bill, entilled, .an act to authorize tlie Nec-
retary of War to grant discharges, and wqunmfv ihe
President to issue Tis proclumation, calling into service
all officers aud soldiers on farlongh: read the first 1ime.

Mr. Jones, of Brazaria, Chairman of the ecommitice 10
whom a bill, donating extra fands to Pv““( ular individ-
uals, was referred, rvporlod by bill; read the first time.

Resolution offered by Mr. Sutherldnd.

Resolved, 'That the Committee on Military Affairs be
requested to take into consideration. the pro )rie(y of the
Paymaster’s attending at the different p{aces whete
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troops may be stationed, there, and then, to pay them up
for the time of their services, and quarterly thereafter.

On motion of Mr. Brinch. the Land Bill was taken up
in Committee of the Whole, Mr. Gant in the Chair,.

A message was received from the Senate, informing
the House, that a joint resolution relative to the Pro-
missnry Notes of Government had passed that House,
with amendments.

A message was again received from the Scnate, in-
forminz the House, that a joint resolution had /passed
that House, appointing a committee of three to revise
the Constitugon. .

The committec rose, reported progress, and asked
leave to sit again: granted. . -

The joict resolution, appointing dommissioners for
selecting a site for the Scat of Government ¢ read the
second time; and, afier an amendment offered by Mr.
Jones, of Brazoria, the rule of the House being sus-
pended, was read the third time and passed ; and the
title is:

«Joint Resolution for the appointment of Comimission-
ers to sclect a Site for the permanent location of the
Seat of Goverument of the Republic of Texas.”

The joint resolution from the Nenate, relating to the
signing of the promissory notes of the Government, wag
taken up, and the amendments concurred in.

The jowtresolution appeiating a commitiee of three,
was taken up. and concurred in.

Mesars. Itusk, Jimes, of Brazoria, and Jones, of Aus-
tin, were appointed the commitice on the part of the
House.

Rasolution offered by Mr. Jones.

Liesolved, ‘That the Clerk be authorized to procure
thirty copies of the Iand laws, and all other laws pub-
lished for the use of this Hause: adopted.

The resolution, relating to the Standing Rules of this
House, was read a second tinie, and adopted.

On motion of Mr. Jack, the House adjourned till
3 o'clock, I M.

TIIREE O’CLOCK, . M.

"The House met pursuant to adjournment.

On motion of Mr. Branch, the land bill was takenup
ar
B
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in Committee of the Whole, Mr. Hill in the Chair; and,
after various amendments,
On motion of Mr. Thompson, the committee rose, re~
ported progress, and asked leave to sit again: granted-
On motion of Mr. Thompson, the House adjourned
till 9 o’clock, to morrow.

Fripay, Ocr. 13, 1837.

The House met pursuant to adjournment.

The journals of the preceding day being read,

Mr, Douglass, Chairman of the Committee on Claims
and Accounts, reported favorably to the claim of Jobn
Buchanan: concurred in.

Mr. Patton offered the following resolution:

Resolved, That the President of this Republic be re-
quested to inform this House, whether he has expended
any of the public funds of the Government, for the
making of public buildings, as he was authorized to do,
by an act of the Congress of 1836, entitled, *“An Act
temporarily to locate the Seat of Government;” and if
50, how much: adopted.

Mr. Lewis introduced a bill relating to slaves, &c.:
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary, without
being read. )

Resolution offered by Mr. Douglass.

Resolved, That the President be requested to explain
to this House, the reason why the militia has not been
organized under the law.

Mr. Jones, Chairman ef the Committee on Enrolled
Bills, reported, that the joint Resolution for paying the
public printer, washanded tothe President on Thursday,
12th ultimo, for signature; and also reported, that on
examination of the enrolled copy of the joint resolution,
authorizing W. G. Cook to sign the promissory nates of
the Government, the preamble had been omitted; and
moved that the clerk be requested to correct the same:
concurred in. .

Mr. Burleson introduced a bill, appeinting a deputy
clerk for the County Court, in each county: referred to
the Judiciary Committee.
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A communication was received from the Secretary of
‘War, in answer to a resolution, calling on him for cer-
tain information.

A message was received from the Senate, informing
the House, that an act precluding aliens from holding
office had passed that House, with amendments; also,
a resolution requesting a eonference of the Naval Com-
mittees of both Houses.

Mr. Lumpkin offered the following joint resolution:

Resolved, by the Senate and House of Representatives,
That the Secretary of War be instructed, forthwith to
perform the daties of his office, relative to the issuing of
Land Warrants, &c.: read the first time. Rulesbeing
suspeuded, read second time; and on further suspension
of the rule, it passed.

The bill authorizing the Secretary of War to dis-
charge furloughed soldiers: read a second time and or-
dered to be engrossed.

The act precluding aliens from holding office was
taken up, and the amendments concurred in.

Resolution requesting a conference of the Naval Com-
mittees was laken up, and concurred in.

The biil for the relief and benefit of eertain persons:
read a second time, and referred to the Committec on
Military affairs.

On motion of Mr. Menifee, the House adjourned til}
3 o’clock, P. M. :

THREE 0'CLOCK, P. M.

The House met pursuant to adjournment.

On motion of Mr. Thompson, the Land Bill was taken
up in Committee of the Whole, Mr. Menifee in the Chair
and after various amendments, the committee rose, re-
ported progress, and asked leave to sit again: granted.

Oun motion-of Mr. Thompson, the House adjourned il
10 o'clock, to-morrow.

Sarurpay, Oct, 14, 1837,
The House met pursuant to adjournment.
The journal of the preceding day being read,
Mr. Rusk moved to reconsider the vote on a resolution,
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instructing the Secretary of War to execute certain du-
ties: adopted; and,

On motion of Mr. Rusk, the word “instructed” was
stricken out, and the word “required” inserted.

Mr. Jones, of Brazoria, offered the following resolu~
tion

Resolved, That the House elect a person to perform
the duties of Enrolling and Recording Clerk: sdopted.

Mr. Jones, of Brazoria, nominated Mr. R. D, John-~
son; and, there being no opposition, Mr. Johnson was
declared duly elected, and sworn into office. +

Mr. Ponton offered the following resolution:

Resoleed, That a Seleet Commirtee of five be ap-
pointed, to estublish the boundary lines of the county of
Gonzales, and report the same for the decision of the
House: referred to the Committee on County Bounda-
ries. .

Resolution offered hy Mr. M<Kinney.

esolved, ‘That the Recretary of Siate be requested to
furnish this House, with any information which may be
in his possession, relative to the boundary line between
this and the United States' Government, and all the cor-
respondence between the two Governments on that ques-
tion: adopted.

Mr. Rusk offered a joint resolution, making appropri-
ations of monies for the use of the Hospital: reud the
first time : rule suspended, and read a second time; and,
the rule being furiher suspended, read the third time
and passed.

On motion of Mr. Thompson, the House went into
Comumitiee of the Whole on the land bill, Mr. Gant in
the Choir.

A message was received from the Senate, informing
the House, that the Senate had adopted a resolution,
allowing the proprietors of the City of Houston to with-
draw their papers.

A message was received from the Senate informing
the House, that they bad concurred in n joiut resolution
wmakingrappropriwtions of monies for the use of the Hos-
pital; and that they had, ulsn, concurred in a joint reso-
lution to sclect a site for the permanent location of the
Seat of Government of the Republic of Texas.

On motion of Mr. Thompson, the committee rose,
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reported progress;. andasked léave fo sit agum : granted.

- On mation of Mr. Tbomgson, the: House dd_wurned tilt
3 o’clock; P. M . »

) . THREE o’cLocK; .M

The House met pursuant to adjnirnment.

‘Lhere not being a quoram present, Mr. Thompson
moved that the House adjourn, which was lost.

On motion of Mr. Branch, the names of the absentees
were noted ; and that they should furnish (o the House,
their excuzes for being absent, - Messra. Gunt, Baker,
Grigshy, Lill, and Jones, of Austin, were the ubsent
meml)ers.

On motion. of Mr. Branch, the Hogse - ud_)numed till
10 0’dock Monday morning.

Moxpavy Ocr. 16, 1837. .

- The House met pursuant-to adjournments

T e journal of the preceding duy heing read,

Mr:. Jones, ofBrazaria, moved that the 45 hand 47th
rulf-s of this- House be enforeed : adoptedp

The Speaker nrdered- the Sergeant-at-Arms to per-
farh his duty. .

Mr. Jones, of Au\tm, renderml his éxc usx-lfm non at-
teridance on Satarday, whiclr was received!

On motion of Mr. Husk, the other muinhers absent on
that divy were excused.
. A petition wag vead, froun the citizens of the county of
Gonzales: referred to the Judiciary Comuiitiee,
Mr. Jones, of Brizaria, from the Joint Select Commit-
tee, to whomwas telerred the petition of J: 3. Holnan,
moved. 1o coneor with the Senate, and. allow hun to
withdraw his papers: coneurred in.. T

Mr. Lumplkin, chairman of the commitee o whom was
referred the subject of the. tariff system, reported by bill:
read the first tine and ardered to lie on the table.

A message was received from the Senate, informing
the House, that the Senate had made some amendinents
to,and ‘concurred in, the bill relating to Elections,
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Mr, Jack offered the following resolution:

Resolved, That Charles Chamberlain, be allowed ﬂf
teen dollars, for services performed in the construction
of seats for the lobby; and that the order of the Clerk
of this House be a suﬁlcwnt voucher for the Auditor to
audit and allow the satne.

M. Rusk offered a joint resolution, paying Mr. Buc-
hanan for services rendered the Executive as Secretary:
read the first time.

Two communications were read {romn the Secretary of
the Tréasury; and Mr. Jones, of Brazoria, offered the
following resolution:

Resolved, That the communications now received,
from the Secrctary of the Treasury, be referred to the
Committee on Ways and Means; and that they request
a conference with the Committee of Finance of the Se-
nate, on the subject referred to; and that 200 copies of
the communication be printed for the use of the House.

A communication was received from the Auditor, rela-
tive to the claim of John H. Baker: referred to the
" Committee on Claims and Accounts.

The bill relating to Elections was taken up, and or-
dered tolis-an the table.

A joint resolution selecting a site for the Seat of Go-
vernment was taken up: read the first time; and, the
rule being suspended, read the second and third time,
and passed. And the title is,

On motion of Mr. "Thompson, the land bill was taken
up in Committee of the Whole, Mr, Jack in the Chair:
after many amendments was adopted.

On motion of Mr. Gant, the commiltee rose, reported
progress and asked leave to sit again.

The bill regulating elections was again taken up, and
two amendments disagreed and one ugreed to.

The bill grantmg lands to persons who were in the
battles of’ San Jacinto and San Antonio was tuken up,
and ordered to lie on the table for the present,

A message, was received from the Senate informing
the House, that they had passed a resolution, request-
ing a conference with the Finance Committee of this
Hause, this afternoon at 3 o ‘clock, in the Senate Cham-
ber = ‘coneurred in.

On motion of Mr. Rusk; Mr. Jones, of Brazorid, was
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added to the Committee on Ways and Means: Mr. Rusk
was also added to the same committee.

On motion of Mr. Patton, the House adjourned tilt
9 o’clock, to-morrow morning.

Tuespay, Ocr. 17, 1837,

The House met pursuant to adjournment.

The journal of the preceding day being read,

Mr. Douglass, Chairman of the Committee on Claims
and Accounts, reported unfavorably to the claims of
Messrs, Handy & Lusk, and Mr. Foley ; there not being,
in their opinion, sufficicnt evidence to allow their claims.
They also reported, that Antonio Manchaca should be
permitted to remain in possession of the property now
oceupied by him, until the lawful owner presents him-
self: ordered to lie on the table.

On motion of Mr. Gant, Mr. J. H. Baker was permit-
ted to withdraw his papers.

Mr. Juck asked leave to introduce a bill, to be entitled,
““An Act to incorporate the Houston, Brazos, and Colo-
rado Rail Road Company:” read the first time.

Mr. Branch offered the following resolution:

Resolved, That the Auditor of Public Accounts be in-
structed to inform this House, whether the Private Secre-
tary of the late President has not received pay for the
full time of the administration of the late President.

The land bill was taken up in Committee of the Whale,
Mr. Gazley in the Chair. .

Mr. E. H. Tarrant, one of the members elect from the
county of Red River, produced his credentials, was
sworn, and took his seat.

A message was received from the Senate informing
the House, they had passed an act authorizing the Com-
missioner of the General Land Office to send for papers,
&c., and request the concurrence of the House of Rep-
resentatives. .

A message was again received from the Senate, in-
forming the House, that they had concurred in the joint
resolution requiring the Secretary of War to exccute
certain duties: that they bad also concurred in the firs”
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amendmeént to thé bill regulating Elections, but adhered
to the secoud ; and that they had passed'a joint resolu-
tion, in regard to gramin(g letters of marque and reprisal;
also, a joint resolution for- taking the census of the Re-
public, and request the concurrence of this House, i
the same. .

The commijtee rose and reported the bill as amended,
and azked teave 10 be dischurged : granted.

The bill was then taken up before the House, .

Mr. Gant moved to refer the bill to a Select Commit-
tee. i : :
Afer eansiderable debate the motion was lost, aud the
bill prii upen s second reacding. R R

- My Biandtinoved 1o amend the first section, so a3 (o

elect the Commissioners by a joint ballot of both Houses.
of Congr: si, instead of their being elected by the people.

The Ayes and Noes being culled Tor, the vote stood
thus: o ) :

Avps—Messrs. Bakery, Braneh, Douglass, Gazley,
Grigsby, Jones; of Brazoria: Jones, of Austing Jack,
Lewis, Meuilee,” M'Kinney, Patton, Pierpont, Suther-

land and Thompson-14.

Nous—>Messts. Speaker; Burleson, Clark, Fnglish,
Gant, Hardiwan, Hill, Lion, Lumpkin, Ponton, Walker,
-and Tarrant—12: adopted.

On mation of Mr; Douglass, the House adjourned till
9 o’clnck, to-morrow.

.WepyEspay, Oct. 27, 1837.

The Iause met pursaant to adjournment.

Thi jourunl of the preceding day being read;

Mr. Buker offered the following resolution:

Resulred; That the several mewmnbers of this House; be
required to furnish the Cbmutitiee on County Bounda-
ries with such information as they may possess; rela-
tive to the lingits ol their respective counties.: :

- The hill régulating elections was then taken npy; and
Mr. Sutherland: moved to dppeint a Committee of -Con-
ference, 10 activbith-a commitige frontthe Sefiate, onlthe
bill:adoptedeins o vbon IR O S
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Messrs. Sutherland, Menifee, Hardiman and Linn
were appointed said committee.

The joint resolution in regard to granting letters of
marque and reprisal was taken up, and read the first
time.

The joint resolution for taking the census of the Re-
public was taken up, and read the first time.

The joint resolution, authorizing the Commissioner of
the Gencral Land Office to send for papers, &c., was
taken up, and read the first time.

The joint Resolution for paying the claim of J. Buc-
hanan was taken up: read a second time; and, on mo-
tion of Mr. Rusk, referred 1o a Select Committee of
Three: Mcasrs. Gazley, Branch and Burleson were ap-
pointed said committee.

On motion of Mr. Branch, the bill incorporating the
Houston, Brazos, and Colorado Rail-road Company
was taken up in Committee of the Whole, Mr. Thomp-
sonin the Chair.

A message was received from the Senate, informing
the House, that the act to incorporate the T'own of Shel-
byville, and granting further powers to the Corporations
of San Augustine and Nacogdoches, had passed that
House, with amendments; and that they had appointed
a Comrmittee of Conference to act with a committee of
this, on the amendinent to the bill regulating Elections.

Mr. Branch moved to adopt the bill as amended, by
the comenitiee of the whole. ~

On motion of Mr. Branch, the committce rose, re-
ported the bill as adopted, and asked leave 1o be dis-
charged from the further consideration of the same:
granted.

Mr. Jones, Chairman of the Committec on Enrolled
Bills, reported, that they had examined a joint resolu-
tion making an appropriatjon for the use of the hospital,
a joint resolution locating, permanently, the Seat of Go-
vernment, a joint rezolution preventing alicns from being
appointed to office, and a joint zesolution authorizing
Wm. G. Cooke to sign the promissory netes of the Go-
vermment, amil find the same correetly cnvolled; and
that the first joint resolution was presented to the Pre-
sident on the 14thinstant, for his signature.

5
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The bill incorporating the town of Shelbyville was
taken up, and ordered to lic on the table.

Mr. Gazley asked leave to introduce a bill for the re-
lief of Col. Neil: rcad the first time, and referred to the
Committee on Claims and Accounts.

On motion of Mr. Jack, the House adjourned till
3 o’clock, P. M.

THREE 0’CLOCK, P. M.

The House met pursuant to adjournment.

The bill incorporating the Houston, Brazos, and Co-
lorado Nailroad Compahy was taken up; and, on mo-
tion of Mr. Jones, of Brazoria, was referred to the Com-
mittec on Post-office and Post-roads.

On motion of Mr. Rusk, the resolution calling on the
Secretary of State for information, relative to the bound-
ary lines between this and the United States’ Govern-
ment, was rescinded.

The land bill was taken up on its second reading.

Mr. Walker moved to refer it to a Select Committee
of Three, to be chosen by ballot; and, after considerable
debate, the Ayes and Noes being called for, the vote
stood thus:

Aves—Messrs. Baker, Branch, Douglass, Gazey,
Gant, Hardiman, Hill, Jones, of Brazoriu; Jones, of
Austin; Lion, Menifce, M‘Kinney, Patton, Pierpont,
Ponton, Rusk, Walker, and Tarrant—18. .

Noms—Messrs. Speaker, Burlesoh, Clarke, English,
Grigsby, Jack, Lumpkin, Lewis, Sutherland, and
Thompson—10.

The House then proceceded to ballot for the commit-
tee: Messrs Jones, of Brazoria, and Jack were ap-
pointed tellers.  On the ballot being counted, it ap-

eared thae Mr. Rusk had 19, Mr. Jones, of Brazoria, 19,
Mr. Menifee 7, Mr. Gazley 7, and a number scatlering.
15 being nccessary to clect, Mr. Rusk and Mr. Jones,
of Brazoria, were declared elected.

The Housc then procecded to elect one of the Com-
mittec. Mr. Thompson rcceived 6 votes, Mr. Jones, of
Austin, 7,Mr. Memfee 5, scattering 10.

No one receiving the number requisite to a choice, the
ballots were prepared again, when it appeared, Mr.
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Branch had 10 votes, Mr. Jones, of Austin, 9, Mr. Meni-
fee 6, scattering 3.

No one recciving the number requisite, they proceeded
to ballot the fourth time, when Mr. Branch received 15
votes, Mr. Jones, of Austin, 7, scattering 6: Mr, Branch
was declarcd duly elected.

tesolution ollered by Mr, Thompson.

Resolved, That the HSenate be requested to appoint a
committee to confer with the comumittee elected by this
House, on the lund bill: adopted.

Mr. Jones, of Brazoria, presented a memorial of mem-
bers engaged in the storming of Bexar, and the battle of
San Jacinto: ordered to lie on the table.

On motion of Mr. Thompson, the House adjourned
till 10 o’clock, to-morrow.

Tuurspay, Oct. 19, 1837.

The House met pursuant fo adjournment.

The journal of the preceding day being read,

Mr. Jack presented a petition of H. C. Hudson: re-
ferred to the Committee on Claims and Accounts.

Mr. Douglass, Chairman of the Commitiee on Claims
and Accounts, to whom was referred a bill for the relief
of Col. Neil, reported by a bill for the relief of persons
wounded, &c., in the service of Texas: read the first
time.

The joint resolation in regard to granting letters of
marque and reprisal was taken up, and read the sccond
time, and made the order of the day for to-morrow.

The joint resolution for taking the census of the Re-
public was taken up, and read a sccond time.

On motion of Mr. M‘Kinney, the House took a recess
of one hour: at 11 o’clock they again met. The roll
being called,

Mr. Pierpont offered the following resolution:

Resolved, That the door-kecper be instructed to have
the plastering over head, in the Hall, all taken off; be-
licving it to be bad work, and unsafe to sit under:
adopted.

On motion of Mr. Thompson, the House adjourncd til]
10 o'clock, to-morrow morning.
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Fripay, OctorEr 20, 1837.

The House met pursuant to adjournment.

The journal of the preceding day being read,

Mr. Jack presented a petition from Johu Selden, re-
lative to his contract for carrying the mail: referred to
the Committee ou Post-office and Post-roads.

Mr. Gant presented o petition from 8. 8. Caurtis,
praying indemnification for horses furnished the Go-
vernment: referred to the Committee on Military Af-
fairs:

Mr. Gazley, Chairman of the Committee on Post-office
and Post-roads, to whom was referred a bill incorpo-
rating the Houston, Brazos, and Colorado Rail-road
Compuny, reported, that they have had the same under
consideration, and think there are no amendments ne-
cessary, save the addition of & section requiring the said
company to commence operations in cighteen months
from the passage of this act; and to complete the road
as fur as the Brazos, infive years; and should they fail
to do so, forfeit their charter: ordered to lie on the table.

Mr. Jones, Chairman of the Committee on Ways and
Means, to whom was referred the communications of
the Secretary of the Treasury, reported by two bills:
read the first time. Ordered to lie on the table.

Mr. Sutherland, Chairmau of the joint committee, to
whom was referred the bill regulating elections, re-
ported, that the House should udhere to the dizagree-
ment to the amendments of the Senate: concurred 1.

Mr. Gant offered the following resolution:

Resolved, That the Auditor of Public Accounts be
authorized to draw on the contingent fund of the House
of Representatives, for the sum of one hundred and sixty-
two dollars, in favor of W. 8. Hendricks, for extra
services as door-keeper to the House of Representatives
of the first Congress: provided, it shall appear from the
records of the Auditor’s Office, that the same has not
been paid : adopted.

Mr. Rusk presented a petition from Captain Henry,
of the schooner San Jacinto: referred to the Committee
on Claims and Accounts.

Mr. Branch asked leave to introduce a bill, entitled,
“An Act to provide for anditing the Contingent Ex-
penses of both Housesof Congress: read the first time.
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A communication was read from the Auditor, in an-
swer to a resolution, calling on him for information re-
lating to the late President’s Private Secretary : referred
to the Select Commiutee, to whom was referred the
claim of John Buchanan.

The joint resolution authorizing thé Commissioner of
the General Land-Office to send for papers, &c., was
zaken up und read a sccond time, and made the order of
the day for to-morrow.

The joint resolution for taking the census of the Re-
public was taken up: read the second time.

On motion of Mr. Hardiman, “#uo’” citizens in each
county was stricken out, aud “one” inserted. It was
then, on motion of Mr. Tompson, refarred to a Select
Committee of T'hree: Messrs. Thompson, Menifes and
Lumpkin were appointed suid commiltee.

The joini resolution in regard to granting letters of
marque and reprisal was taken up, and read the third
time, and passed.

The bill incorporating the town of Shelbyville was
taken up, and the amendments made by the Senate disa-
greed to.

The bill relative to the compensation of the soldiers
engaged in the battle of San Antonio and San Jacinto
was taken up, and made the special order of the day for
Lo-MOTrow,

A message was received from the Senate, informing
the House, that they had disagreed to the joiut resolu-
tion appointing o commitiee to coufer with the comnmit-
tee elected by the House, on the land bill.

The bill granting pensions to persons wounded in the
service of Texas was taken up: read a second time, and
referred to the Committeee on Military Affairs.

A communication was received from the Anditor; and,
on motion of Mr. Jones, of Brazoria, was referred to a
Committee on the same Department.

"The report of the Committee on the Tarift Luws wag
taken up, and referzed to the Committee on Ways and
Means. '

On motion of Mr. Burleson, the House adjourned till
3 o'clock, P. M.

5%
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THREE 0’'CLOCK, P. M.

The House met pursuant to adjournment.

Mr. Jones, of Brazoria, moved to have one hundred
copies of the report of the Committee en Ways and
Means printed for the use of this House: adopted.

Mr. Gant asked leave to introduce a bill, prescribing
the proof necessary to admit deeds, conveyances, liens,
Sgc., to record : referred to the Committee on the Judi-
ciary.

Or}rfl motion of Mr. Gant, the resolution authorizing the
Auditor to audit the account of W-. S. Hendricks was re-
considered.

- Mr. Jack offered as a substitute, a joint resolution:
read the first time: the rule being suspended, it was
read a second and third time; and the Ayes and Noes
being called for, on its final passage, the vote stood thus:

Avps—DMessrs. Speaker, Burleson, Billingsly, Clark,
Douglass, English, Grigsby, Gant, Hardiman, Jones, of
Brazoria; Jack, Jones, of Austin; Linn, Lumpkin,
M<Kinney, Pierpont, Ponton, Rusk, Thompsen and Tar-
rant—20.

Noes—Messrs. Menifee and Sutherland—2.

On motion of Mr. Rusk, the House adjourned till
10 o’clock, to-morrow.

SaTurpay, Ocrt. 21, 1837,

The House met pursuant to adjournment.

The journal of the preceding day being read,

Mr. Rusk presented a petition from George Gillespie,
praying for assistance: referred to the Committec on
Military Affairs.

Mr. Thompson; Chairmrn of the Comiuittee to whom
was referred the joint resolution for taking the census of
the Republic, reported by bill: read the first time.

Mr. Branch offered the following resolution:

Resolved, by the Senate and House of Representatives of
the Republic of Texas in Congress assembl-d, That the two
Houses adjourn this evening at 8 o’clock, until the rega-
lar session: ordered to lie on the table.
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Mr. Gazley asked leave to introduce a bill relative to
the finance and forfeited lands: granted. Reuad the
first time, and referred to the Committee on Public
Lands.

Mr. Jones, of Brazoria, pregented a memorial from
John Turncr: referred to the Cummittee on Privileges
and Elections.

The bill authorizing the Commissioner of the General
Land-office to send for papers, &c., was taken up: read
the third time, and referred to a Select Committee of
Three: Messrs. Rusk, Branch, and Jones, of Brazoria,
were appointed said committec,

The report of the comrmittee, to whom was referred
the bill incorporating the Houston, Brazos, and Colorado
Rail-road Company, was taken up.

A message was received from the Senate, informing
the House, that they had receded from their amendmerit
to the bill regulating Elections; and that they had ap-
pointed Messrs. Horton, Barnett and Burton as a com-
mittee on the Texas Rail-road, Navigation and Banking
Company.

Mr. Gazley offered the following amendment to the
16th section of the bill, incorporating the Houston, Bra-
zos and Colorado Rail-road Company, providing, that in
case of an invasion of the country by the enemy should
prevent the Company from proceeding with the work,
that so much time as is lost by reason of such invasion,
shall be added to the time specified in this section, for
the commencement and completion of the road to the
Brazos: adopted.

On motion of Mr. Menifee, “eighteen months” was
stricken out, for the commencement of the work, and
“twelve months” inserted.

On motion of Mr. Gazley, the House adjourned till
10 o’clock, Monday morning.
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Moxpay, Oct. 23, 1887,

The House met pursuaut to adjournment.

The journal of the preceding day being read,

Mr. Gazley, Chairman of the Commnitice on Post-
offices and Post-roads, to whom was referred the con-
tract of John Selden for carrying the mail, reported,
that therc has been no evidence adduced to prove that
he has discharged Lis duty; and recommend his dis-
charge without remauneration, if he bas fuiled in his con-
tract; on the contrary, that should proof be adduced, of
his having disclarged his duty, then they recommend
his being paid; also, recommend an approp: iation to the
Post-office Department, to a sufficient amount to enable
the Postmaster-General to provide for the transportation
of the madil to the several post-oflice cstablishments
throughout the Republic.

A message was received from the Senate, informing
the House, that they had passed a joint resolution re-
quiring the Secretary of the Treasury to issue the pro-
missory notes of the Government, and request their con-
currence.

Mr. Daniel Rowlett, one of the members elect from
the county of Red River, wus sworn, and inviled to take
his seat. )

On motion of Mr. Jack, the papers of Mr. Selden were
withdrawn.

Mr. Jones, Chairman of the Commiittec on Privileges
and Elections, reported, that they have had the memo-
rial of John Turner under considersiios; and that ne
evidence has been adduced before them, (o substantiate
the fact of the incligibility of Mr. Brenan, (the person
returned,) to a scat in the House.

Mr. Rusk offered the following resolution:

Rosolred, That onz of the unoccupizd reoms in the
wings of the Capital, be appropriated to the use of the
County Court of Harrisburg, during its present term:
adopied.

Mr. Rusk presented a communication from the Sec-
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retary of War, in answer to a resolution of this House,
calling for information relative to the Anny: reterred
to the Committee on Military Affairs.

Mr. Thompson oftered the following resolution:

Ttesolved, That a committee of five be appointed 1o
wait upon the Hon. Aleee Labranche, Minister from the
United States, and request him to visit this House, and
take a seat within the bar; and that the Speaker nomi-
nate some members to address the said Minister, and
bid bim welcome to our country: adopted.

Mr. Rusk was appointed io address the Minister, and
Messrs. (lazley, Thompson, Branch, Jack, and Jones,
of Brazoria, were appointed said comumittee. :

Mr. Pouton offered the tollowing resolution:

Resoleed, 'That a conunitiee of three be appointed, to
ascertain on what terms Congress are to have the Cupi-
tol for the next session of Congress; and what they are
charging at present for the use of said building: adopted..
Mecssrs. Patton, Hardiman and Baker were appointed
said comimiltee.

Mr. Buwleson introduced a bill, requiring the Com-
missioner-General to furnish certified copies of records,
&c.: read the first time.

Mr. Billingsly asked leave to introdnce a bill, estab-
lishing a rate of interest: read the first time and re-
ferred to a Select Committec of three: Messrs. Baker,
Jack and Thompson were appointed said committee.

Mr. Patton otiered the following resolution: .

Resolved, That u committee of five be appointed 10
revise the Tariff; and report by bill or otherwise:
adopted.  Messrs. Patton, Pierpont, Douglass, Jones,
of Austin, and Burleson were appointed said Commit-
tee.

The joiut Resolution for auditing the Contingent Ex-
penses of both Houses of Congress was taken up: reud
a second time,

Mr. Branch offered an amendment, so as to draw on
the Contingent Fund of both Houses of Cengress, tor thie
anount.

Mr. Joues, of Brazoria, offered the following nddi-
tional Section :

Be it jurther enacted, That two thousand dollras be,
and the same is hereby approprinted, to defray the con-
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tingent expenses of both Houses of Congress: ordered
to be engroszed for a third reading.

A messuge was recetved from the Senate, requesting
the House to apprint a commitiee, to act in conjunction
with a commitice on the piat of the Senate, for receiving,
in a proper manuer, the Hon, A. Labranche, Charge
Jd’Affaires from the United States of the North, near thie
Republic.

On motisn of Mr. Rusk, the vote was reconsidered,
on the resolution, appointing a committee 1o wait upon
the Han. A. Labranche.

‘On motion of Mr. Jack, the message from the Senate
waus concurred in; and a joint committee, composed of
Messrs. Gazley, Thompson and Branch, were appointed.

The bill for taking the census of the Republic was
read a second time.

Mr. Thompson moved to amend it, so as to make &
separate colamn for Spaniards and descendants of
Spaniards: adopted.

On motion of Mr. Jones, of Austin, the first section
was amended, so as to require the Chief Justice to give
not less than twenty nor more than forty days’ notice;
and “twenty days” was stricken out, in the 4th section,
and *sixty days” inserted.

A message was reccived from the Seuate, informing
the House, that they had passed an act supplementa,
to an act entitled, “ An Act 1o exclude Aliens from hold-
ing office. .

On motion of Mr. Gazley, the House adjourned till
10 o’clock, to-morrow.

Tuespay, Oct. 24, 1837,

The House met pursuant to adjournment.

Mr. Guzley moved to suspend the reading of the jour-
nal; and, as Chuirman of the Joint Committee to wait
upon the Hon. A. Labranche, wade the following report:

Do the Speaker and Gendemen of the ouse of Repre-
sentafives:

The Speciat Comrmittee, appointed to make arrange-
ments fo: the reception of the Hon. Alcce Labranche,
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Charge d’Affairesof the United States of North America,
respectfully report: that they have, in conjunction with
the committee ou the part of the Scnale, chosen the Hon.
Wm., H. Wharton to deliver an appropriute address.
The Joint Committee have also waited upon the Hon.
A. Labrunche, and presented him a communication in
substance as follows:

To the Hon. My, Labranche, Charge &’ Affuires, §c.:

Siz: We are a committee, appointed by the Senate
and House of Representatives, to weleome vou as a di-
plomatic agent of the Government.of the United States
of North America, to the shores of our adopted country.

Your presence at this place, in your representative
capacity, belore time has completed the second anni-
versary of our national existence, is an event so novel,
that while it excites emotions of pleasure, and awakens
= lively sensc of gratitude towards the goverument of *
our nativity, it also induces a retrospective inquiry in
our history.

We emigrated to Texas at a time when Mexico was
composed ot contederated States, with n constitution and
laws promising security to the colonists in the enjoy-
ment of personal as well s national rights; with a tas
condition, that the same Republican Government should
continue its operations unchanged. Lured by the hope-
ful prospect, we becaine engaged in avocations to which
we had been accustomed, uncenscious of approaching
dangers, when suddenly, internal commotions began to
agitate the Republic ot Mexico; and finally revolutions
succeeded, by which the Government was subverted,
and a military despotism attempted o be substitoted.
Expostulations with the enemy were ineflectual, nego-
tiations were tejected, and an appeal to arms in self
defence waz made compulsory, by an actual invasion by
the foe. In the deadly conflict that succeeded, while
the dark cloud of adversity and desolation rose upon our .
western borders, the patriots of our native country ad-
vanced to our standard, success crowned our cfforts, and
Texas assumed the attitude of a sovereign and inde-
pendent nation.

The United States of North America elevated our po-
sition, by an carly recognition of our independence. The
impressions made doubly interesting by the arrival of a
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nationul representative from our parent country, and
the high regard this nation entertains for the Government
you represent, has induced Congress to appoint this
committee 1o Invite the attendance of your Honor, to
the Capitol, to-morrow at 12 o’clock, M., when both
Houses of Congress will be convened for your reception.

The committee having received the assent of the Hon.
A. Labranche to the arrangements proposed, proceeded
to Invite his Excellency the President, and the several
members of the Cabinet, to attend at the Capitol on the
24th day of October, at 12 o’cloek, M., to greet the
first diplomatic agent of another nation 1o the Republic
of Texas: coucurred in.

Mr. Gazley offered the following resolution:

Resolved, That a committee of three be appointed to
wait upon the Senate, and invite their attendance at the
Representative Hall, at 11 o’clock, A. M., 10 receive the
Hon. Mr. Labranche, Charge d’Affaires from the United
States of North America.

Mr. Rusk offered a joint resolution, inviting the Senate
to convene in the Hall of the House of Reprentatives,
tor electing Commissioners to select a site for the per-
manent location of the Seat of Government: ordered o

* lie on the table. :

Hr. Jones, of Brazoria, moved to proceed to the busi-
ness of the day.

The journal being read,

Mr. Burleson offered the following resolution :

Resolved, That the printer e required to furnish fifiy
copies of the original land bill, passed 22nd Decerber,
1836, at the earliest possible hour, for the usc of this
House: adopted.

Mr. Jones, of Brazoria, offered the following resoly -
tion:

Resolved, That the Door-keeper be directed to préceed
and placc a stove in the Represeutative Hall: adopted.

On maotion of Mr. Billingsly, Messrs. MKinnev and
Rowlett were added to the commnittee, to whom was re-
terred a bill for luying ofl'« road from the town of Mina
to the county of Red River.

The joint resolution for electing the Commissioners for
locating the Seat of Government was taken up, and
passed.
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A message was received from the Senate, inforining
the House, that they had passed “ A Joint Resolution 1o
suspend an Act for direct taxation,” and request the
concurrence of the House; and that they had concurred
in “A Joint Resolution making an allowance to W, 3,
Hendricks” also, the report of the commitice for re-
ceiving the Hon. A, Labranche.

A message was received from the Senate forning
the House, that they had accepted the invitation, and
would attend ar 11 o’clock.

The bill for auditing the contingent expenses of both
Houses of Congress was tuken up, and ordered to liec on
the table for the present.

A messuge was received drom the Benate, informing
the House, that they had concurred in the resolution
inviting them to attend in the Representative Hall, o
elect Commissioncrs.

On examining the resolution, it appearcd that the Se-
nate had amended the rezolution, which was not re-
ported by the Secrotary.

It was then moved, that the Secretary be requested to
correct his report, and that the House concur in tl
amendment.

The bill for auditing the contingent expenses of both
Houszes of Congress, and making an appropriation there-
for, was taken up: read the third time and passed.

An act supplementary to an act, entitled, “An Act
to exclude ahens from holding oflice,” was rcad the
first time, and indefinitely postponed.

The joint resolution requiring the Sceretary of the
Treasury to sign the promissory notes of the Govern-
went was read the first time, and ordered to lie on the
ble.

The bill for taking the census of the Republic was
tuken up: read a second time; and, after some amend-
mments being made,

On motion of Mr. Hardiman, the House took a recess
of fiftcen minutes.

The House met pursuant to adjournment,

The roll being culled,

A message was received from the Senate. intorming
the House, that they only waited an intimution of the
hour to attenud.

[3)
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The commitiee appointed to discharge that duy, in-
iormed the Senate, that they were now prepared tw
receive thewn; and they appeared in the Hall.

Mr. Rusk moved, that the commiittee intorm the Hon.
Myr. Labranche, that the two Houses of Congress are
now ready to receive him.

Mr. Rusk moved, that a committec of three be ap-
pointed, to prepare scats for the reception of the Hon.
Charge &’ Affuires: Messrs. Rusk, Billingsly and Burleson
were wppointed said comnuittee.

The arrival of the Hon. Charge d’Affaires being an-
uounced, Mr. Wharten procecded to welcome his arrival
1 this country; and was replicd to by the Hon., Charge
4’ Atfdres

O rotion ot Mr. Rusk, a joint comimittee of two were
appointed, to wait upon the Hon. Charge d’Affaires and
the Fion. Scuutor, for copies of their address for pub-
lication: Messrs. Rusk and Jack were appointed said
comimittee.

On motion of - Mr. Jack, the House adjourned till
3 o'clock, to-morrow.

THREE 0'CLOCK, . M.

The House met pursuant to adjournment.

Mr. Branch moved, that o commitiec of three be ap-
pointed to inform the Senate, that the House is now
ready to receive them for the purpose of electing Com-
missioners o select a site for the permanent location of
the Seat of Government: Messrs. Branch, Thompson
and Clark were appointed said committee.

Mr. Patton, chairman of the committe that was ap-
poinied to ascertain on what terms Congress oceupied
the Capitol, reported: that the agent of the Town Com-
pany left it discretionary with Congress; and request
that a Joint Commiitee thould be appointed, with power
to fix the terms: coucurred g and Messrs. Patton,
Rusk add Sutherland were appointed said comuuittee.

The bill giving instructions to the Commissioner-
General was taken up, and ordered to lie on the table.

The Senate convened in the House; and they pro-
ceeded 1o elect, by joint vte of both Houses, five Com-
missioners, to selcct a site for permanently locuting the
Seat of Government.



The ballot being taken, Mr. Gircer had 25 votes, Mr.
M<Geehee 24, Hr. Burton 20, and a number =catte iny:
20 votes bring necessary to a choice, the above nwned
persons were declared elected.  They proceeded to bal-
lot for two others, and Mr. Scherlock bevg the only
candidate who received the number of votes necessary
to elect, was declared elected.  'The ballor was tnken 2
third time.  Mr. Chrissman reccived 23 votes, Lemoin
12, scattering 3: Mr. Chirissman was declared elected.

The clection being over, the members of the Senate
withdrew; and.

On motion of Mr. Thompson, the House adjourned till
10 o'clock, to-morrow morning.

Wepxespay, Ocr. 25, 1887.

The House met pursuant to adjournment.

"T'he journal of the preceding day being read,

Mr. Rowlett presented a petition from sundry citizens
of Red River County, praying for a ncw county: re-
ferred to the Commitiee on County Boundaries.

Mr. Douglass asked leave to introduce a bill relating
io finance, and for establishing a circulating medini:
read the first time, and ordered to lie on the table.

Mr. Jack, Chairman of the Committee on the Judi-
ciary, reported a bill, to be entitled, “ An Act to amend
an Act entitled, *An Act regulating proceedings before
Justices of the Peace, passed 22d December, 183677
read the first time.

Mr. Jones, of Brazoria, introduced a bill making au-
dited draits, &c., recoverable, for lats in the Town Site
for the Seut of Government; and for forfeited lands: reac
the first time.

The joint resolution from the Senate, to suspead an
act for direct taxaticn was taken up: read the firs
time, and ordered to lie on the table.

The j()int resolution from the Scnute, requiring the
Seerctary of the T’ 1o issue the promizsory notes
of the Government wus taken up: read the secoud time.

“on of Mr. Dranch, the woras “Hecretary of
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the Treasury” was stricken out of the eighth line, and
“Congress” inserted.

It was then moved that the proviso be stricken out;
and, after considerable debate, the Ayes and Noes were
called for, and the vote stood thus:

Avps—Messrs. Speaker, Baker, Branch, Burleson,
Billingsly, Douglass, English, Gazley, Grigsby, Hardi-
man, Hill, Jones, of Brazoria; Jones, of Austin; Jack,
Linn, Menifee, M‘Kinney, Patton, Pierpont, Ponton,
Rusk, Rowlett, Sutherland, Thompson, Tarrant and
Walker—26.

Nozs—Messrs. Clark and Lumpkin—2.

Mr. Rusk then offercd a proviso in place of the one
stricken out; which, together with the joint resolution,
was ordered to lie on the table.

Mr. Rusk, from the committee appointed to waitpon
the Hon. A. Labranche and W. H. Wharton for their
addresses, asked and obtained leave of absence to per-
form that duty. '

The message annexed was-received, and read, {rom
the President, réturning a joint resolution, requiring the
Secretary of War to execute certain duties, with his veto.

- ) Exrcvrive DEPARTMENT,
Houston, Oct. 24, 1837, E
To the Hon. Congress of the Republic of Texas.

GENTLEMEN :

I have had the pleasure of receiving a joint resolu-
tion, requesting the Secretary of War to execute certain
duties. This resolution is submitted for the approbation
of the Executive. I regret that a sense of duty is the
least hesitaney on the part of the Executive, to yield
his sanction to it. .

It was supplemental to a General Land Bill, which,
by its own provisions, was rendered inoperative, for a
certain time, and subject to a suspension by the action of
the Executive. It was not thought to be imperative as
to its immediate execution. Had the Executive ap-
proved its immediate execution, or the Secretary of War
performed it, nothing appeared more ruinous to the coun-
try. Qur army was numerous; it was destitute of

* chathing; it was without ten days’ provisions: it had not
five-hundred efficient arms; it was wotully defective in
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ammunition—{and I regret to say, that the country is
without any at this time:) we had to look abroad for
our supplies; gencral discontent prevailed in the army;

Our only reliance for the remedy of those evils, was
upon the scrip which had been sent to agents of this
Government in the United States, to be disposed of:
unless that scheme should prove successful, the army
must remain destitute, which would soon have led to
anarchy and its dissolution. Congress had adjourned;
the Executive and his advisers had the country to sustain
in the emergency; whatover would go to sustain the fi-
nance, or resources of the country, it was wisdom and
patriotisim to promote them.

Under the directions of the Government ad wnterim,
the acting Payraaster-General had issued upwards of
thirty thousand acres of Land Certilicates for discharged
soldiers. ‘They immediately sailed for New-Orleans;
and, on thelr arrival there, finding themselves destitute
of means, they found persons there always ready to pur-
chase at a great sacrifice. 1t was sold at tweanty cents
pet acre, and under that price. Speculators soon availed
themselves of these facts.

When the scrip of the Government was brought into
market at 50 cents per acre, there werc ulways persons
who had purchased the soldiers’ certificates, for a mere
nominal amount, who were prepared to speculate upon
it at a price from twenty-tive to thirty cents per acre,
alleging, that it emanated from the Government; and
that it was equally as good as the scrip sent there by the
Government. This at once, depreciated the scrip of the
Government, and rendered it 1mpossible to vend it for
cash, or to purchase supplies for the army, without pay-
ing from one to two hundred per cent. advance for them.

Under these circumstances, had no other difficulties
presented themselves, it would have been manifest im-
policy to have issued the scrip to the soldiers. In au-
diting their accounts, they have an assurance of what
land 1s due them. No injury can result to the soldicr, in
not havin ed to him, the serip.

Had the Government recalled all its serip at the time,
t# would bave obviated onc manifest reason tor not ig-
suing scrip to soldie The danger of depreciating the

G*
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scrip of the Government would then have ceased, and
the soldicrs placed on a more respectable footing.

But there were other difficultics. There was a want
of stationery in the country, on which to have printed
blank forms. No forin was prescribed by the Hon. Con-
gress; and I would respecttully suggest, that much for-
mality should he used in issuing the warrauts, whenever
it may he proper to do so.

That they should not only be signed by the Secrctary
of War, they should be countersigned, and great care
taken in their completion. If it is not dome, the conse-
quence will be, that not only this country, but the Uni-
ted States, will be flooded” with counterfeit warrants,
purporting to be issued by this Government. This
course would be calculated to destroy confidence with
those who might be willing to adventure to our country;
und instead of their imputing the act to individuals who
should become the principals or advisors, or abettors, in
this nefarious transaction, the odium would fall upon the
citizens of the Republic, as a community, and prejudice
our standing as a nation.

I have respectfully presented, cursorily, some of the
reasons touching this subject, which appeared entitled to
consideration.  With great deference to the Hon. Con-
gress, they have appeared sufficient to the Exccutive to
withhold his approbation from the resolution.

(Signed) SAM HOUSTON.

. Mr. Rusk moved to pass the joint resolution vetoed by
the President: The Ayes and Noes being tuken, the
vote stood thus:

Aves—Messrs. Speaker, Baker, Branch, Burleson,
Billingsly, Clark, Douglass, Lnglish, Gazley, Grigsby,
Gant, Hardiman, Hill, Jones, of Brazoria; Jones, of
Austin; Juck, Liinn, Lumpkin, Menifee, M-Kinney, Pat-
ton, Pierpont, Ponton, Rusk, Rowlett, Sutherland,
Thompson, Tarrunt and Walker—29.

Nors—None.

Mr. Paiton offered the following resolution:

Resolued, 'I'hat a committee of three be appointed, to
ct as a Joint Committee to inquire into the cxpedieney
of recalling our agent 1o the United States 1o scll land
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scrip: adopted. Messrs. Patton, Rusk and Hill were
appointed said committee.

Mr. Billingsly offered the following resolution:

Resolved, That the Auditor of Public Accounts be re-
quired to inform this House, by what authority he al-
lTowed a part of the corps of mounted gunmen one dol-
lar and twenty-five cents per duy: adopted. Messrs.
Billingsly, Ponton and Walker were appointed a com-
mittee to carry this resolution into effect.

The bill for taking the census of the Republic was
iaken up; and, on its second reading, on motion of Mr.
Jones, of Brozoria, the 4th section was so amended as
to require the returns to be made to the Chief Justice of
the County.

Mr. Rusk moved that the bill be indefinitely postponed.

The Ayes and Noes buing called for, the vote stood
thus: .

Aves—Mecssrs. Baker, Braach, Billingsly, Douglass,
Jack, Menilee, M‘Kinney, Ponton, Patton, Rusk, Su-
therland and Walker—12.

Noes—Messrs. Roeaker, Burleson, Clark, Dnglish,
Gazley, Crigsby, Gant, Ilardiman, Hill, Jones, of Bra-
zoria; Joues, of Austin; Linn, Lumpkin, Pierpont, Row-
lett, Thompson and Tarrant-—17: motion lost.

Mr. Jack offercd the following resolution:

Resolved, That the Door-keeper be required to pro-
cure, for the usc of the House, a sufficient quantity of
chairs for the use of its members: adopted. .

On motion of Fir. Thompson, the House adjourned til!
3 o'clock, P. M.

THREE 0 CLOCK, P. M.

The House met pursuant to adjournment.

Mr. Jones, Cliairman of the Commitiee on Enrolleu
Bills, reported: that they huve examined the Bill regu-
lating Elections, and find the same correctly enrolled.

The bill for ng the census of the Republic was
taken up at the 6th section.

On motion of Mr. Patten, the words Spanierds and
descendants o Spaniards was stricken out, in the 7th
section.  Oun 1aotim of Mr. Dranch, the lust line of the
same was stricken out.

The word Tre:asurer was stricken out, in the 9th sec-
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sion, and Auditor mserted ; and the two Iast lines of the
scetion were strickeu out.

On motion of Mr. Branch, the 7th section was so
amended, as to require to be kept in separate columns,
all tree white persons, male and female, over tifty, be-
tween forty and fifty, between thiny and forty, between
twenty-one and thirty, between seventcen and twenty-
one, between ten and seventeen, and under ten years of
age.

On motion of Mr. Buker, the following section was
added to the bill:

Be it jurther enacted, Uhat it shall be the duty of the
assessors to take down, in separate columns, all persons
belonging to the depopulated countics, and return them
as inhabitants of the counties to which they respectively
helong.

Ordered to be engrossed.

The bill giving instructions to the Commissioner-Ge-
neral: read the third time, and ordered to lic on the
table for the present.

The bill to compensate the soldiers who participated
in the battles of San Antonio and San Jacinto was taken
up on its gecond reading.

Mr. Baker moved to indefinitely postpone the bill.
The Ayes and Noes being called for, the vote stood thus:

Aves—Messrs. Baker, Iinglish, Jones, of Austin;
Tnmpkin, M‘Kinney, Thompson and Tarrant—7.

Nogs—Messrs. Branch, Burleson, Billingsly, Clark,
Grigsby, Gant, Hardiman, Hill, Jones, of
ria; Jack, Linn, Menifee, Patton, Ponton, Rusk,

{owlett and Sutherland—18: lost.

AMr. Thorapson moved that the blank jn section 1st,
be filled with six leugues.  The Ayes and Noes being
called for, the vote stood thus: )

Ayes—Mr. Thompson—1.

Noes—M . DBaker, Branch, Burleson, Billingsly,
Clark, Dougls English, Gazlev, Grigsby, Gaut, Har-
dliman, Hill, Jones, of Brazoria; Jones, of Austing Jack,
Lion, Lumpkin, Menifee, MKinney, Pation, Pierpont,
’Pomou, Rusk, Rowlett, Sutherland and Tarrant—26:
13t

My, 3illingsly moved that it be filled with one quarter

71
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of a league. The'Ayes and Noes being called for, the
vote stond as follows:

Avms—DMessrs. Branch, Billingsly, Douglass, English,
Grigsby, Hill, Jack, Lumpkin, Patton and Tarrant—10.

Nomes—Messra. Baker, Burleson, Clark, Gazley, Gunt,
Hardiman, Jones, of Brazoria; Jones, of Austin; Linn,
Menitee, )\T‘ivnnov Pierpont, Ponton, Rusk, Rowlett,
Sutherland and Lhomp%on—17

Mr. Patton moved to fll the blank with 640 acres.
The Ayes and Noes were called for, and the vote stood
as follows:

Avrs—DMesars, Branch, Burleson,. Billingsly, Clark,
Donglass, English, Gnosby, Gant, Iill, Lmn, Lumpkm,
Pattml, butherland and Tarrant—14, '

Noes—Messrs, Baker, Gazley, Hardiman, Jones, of
Brazoria; Jones, of’ Austin; Jack, Menifee, M‘Kinney,
Pierpont, Ponton, IRnsk, Rowlett and Thowpson—13:
carried.

Mr. Patton moved to adopt the section as it stood.

Ayes and Noes being called for, the vote steod thus:

Aves—Messrs. Branch, Burleson, Billingsly, Clark,
English, Grigsby Gant, Hardiman Hill, Jones, of Bra-
zoria; Jack, Linn, Lumpkin, Mcnifee, Patton, Pierpont,
Rusk, Sutherland and Tarrant—19.

Noes—Messrs. Baker, Gazley, Jones, of Austin;
M‘Kinney, Ponton, Rowlett and Thompson—7: adopted.

Mr. Patton movi cd to fill the blank 1n 2d section, with
640 acres: adopted

Mr. Hardiman offered- the following proviso to the
section :

Provided, That no more than 640 acres of land be al-
lowed to any one individual, under the provisions of
this act.

The Ayes and Noes were called for, and the votc
stood thus:

Ayes—DMessrs. Baker, Branch, Burleson, Clark, Douu-
lass, (Gazley, Grigsby, Hardxman, Jones, of Bramna,
Linn, M‘Kinney, Rusk, I’lcrpom‘., Rowlett, Sutherlund
and Tarrant—16.

Nors—Messrs. Billingsly, English, Gant, Hill, .Tones,
ot Austin; Jack, Lumpkin, Menifee, Patton, Ponton,
and Tlmmpﬂov]—]L a upted

The Ayes and Noes hemng cailed for, on the adoption
of the section as nmended, The vote &tnod thns:
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Baker, Branch, Burlezu
ish, Gazley, Gri
; Linu, L
Patton, Pierpout, Rusk, Rowleu, S
rant—21. X

Noms—AMessrs. Gant, Jones, of Austin ; Jack, Menifee,
Ponion and Thompson—6: adopted. o

On motion of Mr. Branch, the proviso in scetion 3d
was stricken out; and the words *during the lifeume
of the individual,” was stricken out, and the \\‘Aords.
“and Jiable only for such debt or debts,” alsu stricken
aut.

The Ayes and Noes being called for, on the adoption
of the section as amended, the vote stood thus:

Avms—>Messrs. Branch, Burleson, Billingsly Clark,
Dougluss, English, Grigsby, Cant, Hardiman, Hill,
Jones, of Austin; Jack, Lunmpkin, Menitee, 1’atton,
Pierpont, Rusk, Rowlett, Sutherland and Walker—20.

Nogs—Messrs. Baker, Guzley, Jones, of Brazoria;
Linn, M<Kinney, Ponton; Thompson and Tarrant—=8:
adopted.

The 4th 5th, 6th and 7th sections were adopted.

On motion of Mr. Gant, the House adjourned ull 10
a'clock, to-morrow.

ard 1,
tphing M- Rinney,
serland snd Tar-

Tuvrspay, Ocr. 26, 1S37.
The House met pursuant Lo adjournment.
The journals of the preceding day Leing read,

Mr. Jones, of Brazoria, introduced a bill, granting ad-
ditional powers 1o the Corporation of Brazona: read the
tirst time.

Mr., Juck presented a petition from John Sellers and
Thomasz Robinson, praying for titles to lands which they
claim, on Clalveston lsland: referred to the Commmittee

©on the Judictary.

Mr. Ru ik, Chairman of ihe commiitee to whom was
referred 1ie joint resolution from the Senate, authorizing
the Cominissioner of the General Land-office 1o send for
Papers, &c., reporied a substitutc to the bill.

Mr. Jack, Chaistman of the Judiciary Committee, 10
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whom was referred a bill to prevent illegal trade with
slaves, reported a substitute to the same, to be euntitled,
s An Act to prohibit trading with slaves, and other pur-
poses:” read the first time.

Mr. Joncs, of Brazoria, offered the following preamble
and resolution:

Whereas, 1t appears from the public papers of the
United Siates, that a portion of the citizens ol that coun-
try arc of opinion, that Texas sccks annexation to the
United States of the North at the expense of their Union:
therefore, be it

Leerolved, That this Houge disclaims such a doctrive,
and expressly declares, that no such intention, or wish,
exists on the part of the people of this Government: or-
dered to lic on the table. ‘

The joint resolution from the Senate, requiring the
Seeretary of the Treasury to sign the promissory notes
of the Government was tuken up, and ordered to lie on
the tuble.

The joint resolution from the Senate, 1o suspend an
act for direct tixation was taken up, and referved to the
Committee on Ways and Means.

The bill, to be entitled, “An Act to amend an Act,
cntitled, ¢An Act regulating proceedings before Justices
of the ’cace,” passed 22d December, 1836, was tuken
up, and read the second time.

Mr. Gant offered an amendment, that the Attorney’s
tas-fee now allowed by law, upon eacl case continued
i a Ceunty, a District Court, be, and the same shall be
hereafter discontinued.  The Ayes and Noes being
called for, the vote stood thus: )

Aves—Mes Gant, Hardiman, Patton and Walker.

Nous—Messrs. Speaker, Branch, Duaker, Billingsly,
Clark, English, Gazley, Grigsby, ILill, Jones, of Austin;
Jack, Linn, Lumpkin, Menitee, M‘Kinney, Pierpont,
Ponton, Rusk, Rowlett, Sutherland and Thompson—=21:
lost. .

Mr. Brenan, the member clect from San Patricio, wasg
sworn into office and took his seat.

The bill roported as a substitute by Mr. Rusk, as
Chairman ot the Sclect Comnitiee, was taken up on its
second reading; and, atter an amendment offered by
Mr. Guzley, to the 1st scetion, so as o require persous
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to deliver the archives at the Seat of Government of the
Republic of Texas, was re-counnitted to the same con-
wittee.

On motion of Mr. Rusk, the House adjowned till
10 o’clock to-morrow.

Fripay, Oct. 27, 1337,

The House met pursuant to adjowrnment.

The journals of the preceding day being read,

Mr. Rusk presented a petition frem J. W. Burton and
A, M. Tomkins, proposing to compile the lnws of this
Republic: referred w a conunittee of three.  Messrs,
Rusk, Eowlewt and Brenan were appoiuted said com-
mittee.

Mr. Thompson presented a petition from J. 8. Laue,
praying a divorce: refcrred to a committee of three.
Messrs. Thompson, Pierpont and Linu were appointed
said commitiee. -

Mr. Rowlett moved, that the petition praying for a
new county; from the citizeas of Red River, be with-
drawn from the Committee on County Boundaries, and
referred to a Belect Committee of Three: Mesirs. Row-
lett, Tarrant and M‘Kinney were appointed said com-
mittee.

Mr. Rusk, Chairman of the Committce to whom was
re-committed the bill relating to kund titles, records, &c.
reported a substitute to the bill. .

Mr. Rusk, Chairan of the Committee on the Lond
Bill, asked and obtained leave of absence for the pur-
pose of attending to the busincss before that committec.

A message was received from the Senate, informing
the House, that the aet authorizing the Secretary of
War to grant discl;arg‘cs, and require the President w
issue his proclamation, calling into service, all the offi-
cers and soldiers on furlough, had passed thai Housc,
with amendments.

The bill relating to the Finance, &c., was token up:
read a second time, aud ordered to lic on the table.

The act authorizing the Secretary of War to grunt dis-
charges, &c., was taken up, and the amendment of the
Senate agreced to; and ordered 1o e cnrolled.
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Mr. Billingsly wtroduced a bill, incorporating the town
of Mina: read the first time.

The bill relating to Finance was taken up in Com-
mittce of the Whole, Mr. Gazley in the Chair.

A message was received from the Senate, informing
the House, that they had passed an act authorizing an
appropriation for the Post-office Department; also, a
resolution appointing an Overseer for taking care of the
Capitol; that they bad receded from their amendment
to the bill incorporating the town of Shelbyville, and
granting further powers to other Corporations; and that
they had concurred in a resolution appointing a com-
mittee 10 fix the rent of the Capitol; and had appointed,
as a committec on the part of the Senate, Messrs. Hor-
ton, Rains and Dunn.

A message was received from the Senate, informing
the House, that the joint resolution requiring the Secre-
tary of War to cxecute certain duties, which was vetoed
by the President, had passed that House unanimously.

On motion of Mr. Juck, the committce rose, reported
the bill as amended in Committee of the Whole, and
asked leave to be discharged from further consideration
of the same.

The bill relating toFinance was taken up on its second
reading. .

Mr. Jack moved that fifty copies be printed for the
use of this Housc: adopted; and, on motion of Mr.
Thompson, it was made the order of the day for Mon-
day next.

Mr. Sutherland introduced a bill relating to persons
who have illegally deprived individaals of their pro-
perty.

Mr. Burlison introduced 2 bill ‘relative to certain for-
feited lands: referred to a committee of three: Messrs.
Rusk,.anch, Jones, of Brazoria, were appointed said
committec.

On motion of Mr. Thompson the House adjourned to
3 o’clock, P. M.

THREE 0'CLOCK, P. M.
The House met pursuant to adjournment.
Mr. Patton offered the following resolution:

Resolved, That a committee of three be appointed to
ki
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inquire inte the situation of the Surgeon General's De-
partment: adopied; Messrs. Pailon, Ponton, and Jones,
of Austin, were appuinted said cominijtee,

The bill regulating proceedings before justices of the
peace was taken up: read third time and passed; and
the title is an sct regulating proceedings before Justices
of the Peace.

The bill requiring persons to deliver up the archives
of the Laund Oftices, &e. substituted by the Seleet Com-
wittes, 10 whom was referred a similar bill; was taken
up on its seennd reading. '

Mr. Menifee msved 1o amend the 5:h scetion so as not
to renquire the cerctary of State, to tra i
the Chict Justices of the County Courts,
led for, the veote stoed thus g
3 2 Npeuker, Buler, Doug
fee, ‘Thomnson—6

N

,Gant, Meni~

—Mes

Branch, Burlison, Billingsby, Brenan,
, Guzley, Hardiman, Hill, Jones, of Brazoria,
Jones. of Austin, Jack, Lien, M<Kimmey, Patton, Pler-
12k, Rowlett, Sutberland, 'Tarrant, Wal-
Ordered to be engrossed for a third

ker—<2 ¢ lost.
reading.

The bill for taking the Census of the Republic was
taken up on its third reading, and read by iis title. The
ayes and nwes being eailed lor the vote stond thus;

Avyes—>i 5. Npenker, Durlison, Clatk, Douglass,
nes, of Brazoria, Joues, of Austin, Row-
mt—11,

Noes—>Messrs. Beker, Dronch, Billingshy, Hardiman,
Jack, Linu, Menifee, M‘Riuney, Patton, Pierpont, Pon-
ton, Tinsh, Hutherland, Walker,—14: lost.

The bili s compensating the soldiers of San Jacinto
and Ruau Anion 15 tken up on its second reading:
on motion of M. [iusk, the voic was recousidercdgiving
640 acro.

Mr. Branch moved to fill the blank with 960. The
ayes and noes being called for, the vote stand thus;

Ayes——NI Srunchi, Burlison, Billingsby, Brenan,
Donglass, Gant, {1ill—7.

Nocs~—Messrs Speaker, Baker, Clark, Lnglish, Gaz-
ley, Hardiman, Jones, of Brazoria, Jones of Austin,
Linn; -Menifee, M‘Kinncy, Pauon, Pierpont, Ponton,

.
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Rusk, Rowlett; Suthertand, Parran:, Walker—19:last.
Mr. Grant moved that the blank be Glled with 640
acres.  The ayes and noes being called for, the vote

- Spealer, Brancl: Burlison, Billingsly,
, Gant, Hill, Walker—9.
Baker, Clark, zley, ‘Hardiman,
Juues of Austin, Linn, Menifee, M*
Kinney, Patton, Pierpont, Ponton, Rusk, Rowlett, Su-
therland, Tarran—16. lost.
Mr. Jones of Brazoria moved to Al the blank w}th
220 acres; adopted. ' o
Mr. Jones, of Austin, presented some additional sec-
tions to the bill. : . :
...On:motiba of Mr. Gazley, the House adjourned to.10
o’clock to-morrow..

o

Satunoay, Cor. 28, 1837,

The Iouse met pursuant o adjournment.

Tte journal of the preceding day heing'read,

Mr. Rysk, Chairman of the Select Committee, to whom
was refeired the Land Bill, reported a substitute,

Mr.. Rowlett, Chairmun rof the Select Commiitee to
whom was referred the petition of sundry citizens of the
County of Red River, praying for a new. county, re-
ported by bill; read first time. ;

i Mr., Thompson, Chairmaa of the Committee to whom
was referred the petition of J. 8. Laue, praying a di-
vorce, reported by bill; read fivst time,

Mr. Billingsby offered the fullowing resolution: ;-
i JResolved,. That the Secretpry of War be requesied to
. deliver 1o this House, a copy of the reportof gxc fofmer

Quarter Master General padopredu: 0%

r. Branch olfergd the following i ps the 14th rule:of
thig' house, no. smoking .shall be allowed in the hall
of the House: of Representatives, during the time the
House is in session; adopted.

The substitnte to the Land Bill was taken up; read
a-second time, and on motion of Mr, Baker, ene hundred
copies were ordered to be printed, and made the order
of the-day fur Tuesday next.
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On motion of Mr. Rusk, the House adjourned to 10
o’clock Monday merning.

Trespay, Oct. 30, 1837.

The Ifouse met pursuant to adjournment.

The journal of the preceding day being read, Mr.
Donglass offered the {ollowing resolution ;

Resolved, That a committee of three he appoint-
ed to investigate the official conduct of the Secre-
tary of the Treasury, in relation to the subject of issuing
the promissory notes of the Government ; and the law
authorizing the funding of the public debt; and the re-
port thereons adopted.  Messrs. Douglass, Menifee, and
Branch werc appointed said commitice.

On motion of Mr. Thompson, the House went into a
committec of the whole. - Mr. Rusk in the chair.

On the Bill relating to Finance, &c. a mcssage was
received from thc Senate, informing the House, that
they had concurred in an act, which originated in this
House, to pmovide for auditing contingent expenses of
both Houses of Congress, and making an appropriation
therefor.

On motion of Mr. Gazley, the committee rose and re-
ported the bill as amended, and asked leave to be dis-
charged. Granted.

Mr. Patton moved that the bill be indefinitely post-
poned. The Ayes and Noes being called for the vote
stood thus:

Ayes—DMessrs. Baker, Branch, Gazley, Hill, Jones,
of Brazoria, Jones of Austin, Patton—7.

Noes—Mess Speaker, Burlison, Brenan, Clark,
Douglass, English, Grigsby, Gant, Hardiman, Linn,
Lumpkin, Menifee, McKinney, Pierpont, Ponton, Rusk,
Rowlett, Sutherland, Thompson, Walker: 20; lost.

A message was received from the Senate, informing
the House, that a joint resolution for selecting a seat of
Jjustice for the county of Brazoria, had pussed that House,
and request their concurrence.

The Bill rclating to Finunce was, on motion of Mr.
Rusk, ordered to lie on the table.

Fhe bill incorporating the Houston, Brazos, and Co-
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lorado Rail Road Company veos taken up on its second
rerding.  Mr Jones of Ausiin, effered the following
section, which heing amended by BMr. Jack, was adopt-
ed.
And be it further cracted, that nothing herein con-
tined shall be so constrund as to prevent any couuty,
or neighborhood roml, crozsing said road. | Provided
ing dues not impede the progress of said rail

road.
On motior of Mo Rusk, the bill was ordered 1o be en-

grossed v a third reading. Mr Rusk offered the fol-

lowing resolution:
Resolred, That a coma

“tee of three be appointed to
confer with the proprictors ol the Housc at present oc-
cupied by the resident, and make arrangements for
its completion ; and Mnecessary to draw upon the Trea-
sury for an amount equal to the object adopted. And
Messr=. Rusk, Hardiman and Buker were appointed
said committee.

Ou motion of Alr. Menifee, the House adjourred till
2 o'clock, L

Moxpay, 8 Punce 0'cLOCK P. M.

Tha Houze wmet porsuant o adjournment.

A conununication was read {rom the auditor ia an-
swer to an bnguiry of the House, why he allowed a por-
tion of the Raugers 81 & day 3 relerred w a select
committee of five.  Me Brancl, Billingsly, Brenan,
Ponton, and Walker, were appointed said committee.

A message was received from the Senate informing
the House that they had passed a joint resolution ap-
pointing an agent to procure vessels for the navy.

A communication was read from the Auditor relative
to the claim of Capt. Zambrane: referred to a commit-
tee on claims and aceounts.

The bill authorizing an appropriation for the Posy
Office Depuartinent frow the Seaate, was taken up, reud
first thme, audreferred 1o a select comnittee of (hree,
Messrs, Menilee, Brauch, and Sutherland were appoint-
ed said commitice.

I
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Mr. Jack introduced a bill for convening the District
Court of the County of Brazoria in January next, was
taken up and read first time.

The joint resolution from the Senate for holding an
election to fix the seat of justice for the county ot Brazo-
ria was taken up and read first time.

Mr. Jones moved to suspend the rule, and the reso-
lution was read second time.

On motion of Mr. Rusk, the tule was further sus-
pended, and the resolution read the third time, and
passed.

The joint resolution from the Scnate, appointing an
agent to procure vessels for the Navy, was taken up:
read the first time.

On motion of Mr. Jones, of Brazoria, the bill incor-
porating the town of Brazoria was taken up: rcad a
second time and amended, so as o embrace only the
town of Brazoria, and ordered to be engrossed.

The bill relative to the Archives, &c., was taken up
on its third reading, and passed.

The bill to divorece J. 8. Lane and his wife was taken
up on its second reading.

Mr. Branch moved it be indefinitcly postponed. The
Ayes and Noes being called for, the vote stood thrus :

Aves—DMesars, Baker, Branch, Grigshy, Gant, Jones,
of Brazoria; Jack, Mcenilfee M:Kinney, and Sutherland.

Nors—Messrs. Speaker, Burleson, Brenan Clark,
Douglass, Euglish, Hardiman, Jones, of Austin; Linn,
Lumpkin, Patton, Ponton, Rusk, Rowlett, Thompson
and Walker—16: lost.

On motion of Mr. Jones, of Brazoria, the House ad
journed till 10 o’clock, to-morrow morning. )

Tuespay, Ocr. 31, 1837

The House met pursuant to adjournment.

The journal of the preceding day being read,

Mr. Menifee, Chairman of the Select Committes, to
whom was referred an act making an appropriation 10
the Post-office Department. reported, that they were
fully satisfied of the necessity of the appropriation, and
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beg leave, most respectfully, to recommend the passage
of the hill withont amendment.

On motion of Mr. Gazley, the report was concurred in.

Mr. Baker, Chairman of the Select Committee, to
whom was roferred an act establisling a rate of interest,
reported a sabstitute to the bill: concurred in.

The bill 1o divorce John 8. Lane was taken up on its
third rea:ting.  The Ayes and Noes being called for, on
its final p ssage, the vote stood thus:

Avss—Messrs. Clark, Douglass, English, Gazley,
Lumpkin, Patton, Rusk, Rowlett, Thompson and
Walker—10.

Nores—Messrs. Baker, Branch, Burleson, Billingsly,
Grigsby, Gant, Hardiman, Hill, Jones, of Brazoria;
Jones, of Austin; Jack, Liun, Menifce, Picrpont, Pon-
ton and Sutherland—11: lost.

The joint resolution frora the Senate, appointing an
agent o procure vessels for the Navy, was vead a second
time ; and, on motion of Mr. Jones, of Brazoria, referred
to the Commitice on Naval Affairs.

An act creating the county of Independence was taken
up on its second reading.

Mr. Rowlett offered an additional section, which was
adopted.

On miotion of Mr. Jack, the word “Independence”
was stricken out, and “Fannin” inserted.

On motion of Mr. Rusk, the bill was referred to the
Committee on County Boundaries.

« Anact incorporating the town of Mina was taken up.
On mwotion of #r. Billingsly, ordered to lie on the table.
An act to preaibit unlawful trafficking in slaves, and

for other purpos 3, was taken up on its sccond reading.

On motion of 4{r. Branch, one of the blanks in section
4th was filled wiih not less than twenty-five, nor more
than one hundred dollars.

On motion of Mr. Rusk, the bill was re-committed to
the Judiciary Committee.

An act to mcorporate the town of Brazoria was taken
up on its third reading.

On motion of }ir. Rbusk, the 58th rule of the House was
suspended, and « - additional section adopted, including
the towns of Nacigdoches and San Felipe de Austin.
The vote being taken on its iinu! passage, the bill passed =




80

and the title is, “An Act to incorporate the Towns of
Brazcria, Nacogidnches, and San Felipe de Austin.”

Mr. Rusk offered the following resolution
red, That the rule of this House prohibiting the
amendinent of a bill on its third reading, be, and the
same 1: hereby rescinded: read the first time,

The joint resolution for appointing an tverseer or
bouse-keeper, was taken up: read the first time.

The Bill relating to the compensation of the soldiers
engaged in the battles of San Jacinto and San Antonio
was taien up; and,

On r:otion of Mr. Rusk. the House went into a Com-
mittee of the Whole, Mr. Jack in the Chair.

Ou votion of My, Rusk, the com nittee rose, reported
the bill as amended in Committee ot the Whole, and
asked Irave to be discharged from the further considera-
tion of the same.

A message was rteceived from the Senate, informing
the House, that they bad passed an act creating 1he
County of Robertson, and request their concurrence;
and that they had concurred in an act regulating pro-
ceedings before Justices of the Peace.

On motion of Mr. Douglass, the House adjourned till
3 o'clock, P. M.

THREE 0'CLOCK, P. M.

The House met pursuant to adjournment.

The foliowing communication was received from the
Becretary of War, and referred to the Commitiee on
Military Affairs:

“In compliance with a resolution of the House of
Representatives, I have the honor of furnishing the ma-
teral facts, as extracted {from the late Quarter-Master-
General’s 1 ~port to this Department.

«The puilic property in every direction, and almost
of every dcscription, has beea much wasted. Many of
the public Lorses have been loaned to officers of the line;
end soldiers have been entrusted with, <ud in most
cases, have sold them.

There is nothing more common thau to seé citizens
riding horses and mules with the public brand ; and, on
application being made to a Justice of the Peace by &
proper officer, it has been decided that the public brand
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was not, in itself, sufficient evidence of their being pub-
lic property.  Many of the oxen have heen used as heef
by citizens and soldicrs, and mauy more branded with
citizens’ brands.  Inthe town of Bexur, the chiel of the
inhabita ve subsisted on public beel during thie last
year: v ons aud carts have heen seattercd m every
directio y and some ot them sold by the Quarter- Mas-
ters of iue different posts. L.uu:v droves of cuttl: have
b(’en seat finm the other side ot the Nueces, b_y izens
not in the employ of the Government, for private use,
thereby lessening the means of supplying ( the army.

Some contracts have been made by the Quater-
Masters of the Army, to drive cattle from the West on
shares, for the use of the Army: to what extent, I am
unable to say, for want of returns from the different ,
Quarter-Masters, many of whom, have never made w
return since I came into office.  This, and the general
recklessness of the officers of the Army, were among
the principal inducements for relinquishing my appoint-
ment as Quarter-Master-General.

% As there ure but two officers in the Quarter-Master’s
Department worthy of their station, I would recommend
a thorough change.

“In my last order to the Quarter-Master at Bexur, he
wag authorized to press corn as bread-stuff; as the last
alternative; I also made a contract for turnishing one
hundred horses for the Cavalry at that post, at t\vemv
dollars cach; all of which is respectfully submitted.

(Signed) BARNARD E. BEE.”

The bill for compensating the soldiers of San Jacinto
and Bexar was taken up on its second reading.

On motion of Mr. Jack, the Fouse ad_]oumcd il
10 o'clock, to-morrow.

Wrepxesvay, Nov. 1, 1887,
The House met pursuant 1o adjonrnient.
The journal of the preceding day being read,
Mr. Burleson, Chairman of the Committen on Indian
Affairs, r(,pmled that in the Eastern part of the Republic
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they find many tribes of Indians resident, some of whom
have preteasions more or iess to sail, as the Ciiorokees,
Bhawuees, and Delawares, bot they ilo not huow that
any suchright has cecrued 0 zaid Indians.

- They recowmend fowards thos: tribes, a canciliatory
course of policy; und we of opinion, that t,is conrss
should be carried vut by menns of Coramissicuers; and
that snid Commissioners be authorized 10 st apart a
sertain portion of country for tlie occupauncy of said
tribes. | : )

They find that there is a flaitering prospsct of a peacs
heing brought about between the Licpublic and the hos-
tile-tribes which have so long infestel our fromtiers.
These tribes, viz: the Caddoes, Keechies, Tywacca
gies, &c., your committec believe, should be inspiIEd.
with confidence in.our Government. - They recommend,
that Commissionera should be forthwith appointed,.
treat with said Jndianss. and-that nothing should be de-
manded of them;. but: a restoration of the priseners
on acCoufit of “past hostilities; ... They also recommentd,
that block and: trading houses be established onthe fron-
tier, under the dire¢tion of the Government, for the putt

- pose of supplying their wants, and opeuing a chanpcl
ef cornmerce dor their articles of trade. e

-They are of opinion, the Comanches on the North-West
Frontier should be acied against offensively, always
having in view, the seizure of the first opportunity 1
make with thews. o lasting peace. They recommiend
the raising of not less than two companys of volunteers |
{mounted men) “ahder the command of an experience
afiicer, for this purpose.. . i

They are.of opinion, that Coffee’s trading house should
be suppressed, or placed under the survilance of this
Government, believing this establishment to bo the canse
of so many misfortunes and trfgedies enacted on our
frontior.

They also recomend that immediate steps should be
taken, to release the prisoners that have been taken by
the Tirdians, and that are now in the-vieinity of Coflee™s
trading house, on Red River: concarred.in. Co

Mr. Joogs, of Bragoria, introduced a _int reselation
maying.oﬁicers. under the Government ad:iuarim:

Lahe st time.
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Mr. Rusk moved, that in consequence of the death of
Commodore Thomsen, the House adjourned tll 10
o’clocii, to-morrow.

Truurspay, Nov. 2, 1837,
The Fouse met pursnant to adjournment.
There not being o quorum present, the journal was
not read. .
On motinn of Mr. Rusk, the House adjourned till
2 o'clock, V.M., to uugml the funeral of Commodore
Thompsou.

'THREE O’CLOCEK, P. M.

The Housc met purstant to adjpurnment.

The journal of the preceding duy being read,

Me. Jones, of Austin, Chairman of the Committee on
Naval Al , to whom was referred a resolution relas
tive to the anpoin of nu agent 1o purchase. or have
buili, cervtin ve or the us2of the liepublic, re-
ported a substita concarred . !

Mr. Meaifee presented the reiurns of an election, held
i the town and connty ol ¥ictoriy, for a representative
to represent the county of I 2lugio. )

Mr. Baker moved 1o refer the papers to the Commit-
tee ou Privileges-and Klections. '

The Ayes and Noes belug cailed for, the vote stood
thus:

Avms—NMessrs, Branch, Burleson, Billingsly, Doug-
lass, Gane, Hill, Jones, of Brazoria; Jones, of Austin
Patton, Pierpont aixd Sotherland—11.

Nors—N s. Speaker, Baker, Brenan, Clark, Eng-
lish, Grigshy, Hardiman, Linn, Lumpkin, Menifee,
M<Kinney, Ponton and Rusk—13.

A commanication was read from the Auditor, stating
that be was out of ftationary, and requesting Congress
to adopt gome mens to supply him with the samé:

s peferred to the Commitlee on Ways and Means,
" The bill making wn anpropriation lor the Post-office
Department was tzkan vt read o second time.

Oa maotion of Mr. Branch, the rale was suspended:

the bill was réad a thurd time und passed.
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Mr. Mcnifee moved to take up the Finance Bill.

The Ayes and Noes being called for, the vote stood
thus:

Ayes—Messrs. Speaker, Brenan, Clark, Douglass,
English, Gant, 1ill, Linn, Menitee and Sutherland—10.

Noes—DMessrs. Baker, Branch, Burleron, Billingsly,
Grigsby, Hardiman, Jones, of Brazoria: Jones, of Aus-
tin; Lumpkin, M<‘Kinncy, Patton, Pierpont, Ponton,
Rusk and Rowlett—15.

The bill for fitting out the Navy was taken up on its
third reading. The blank in the third page was filled
with 350 dollars.

Mr. Power, the member clect from the county of’ Refu-
glo, was sworn and took his seat.

On motion of Mr. Brauch, the first section was so
amended, as to authorize the President to appoint an
agent when, in his discretion, he may thiuk proper: or-
dered to be engrossed for a third reading.

On motion of Mr. Rusk, the House adjourned ull 10
o’clock, to-morrow.

Fripay, Nov. 3, 1837.

The House met pursuant to adjournment.

The journal of the preceding day being read,

Mr. Jones, of Austin, presented a petition from sundry
citizens of the counties of Harrisburg and Austin, pray-
ing for 2 new county: referred to the Committec on
County Boundaries.

Mr. Gant introduced a bill to provide for an increase
of the Navy: referred to the Commitiee on the Judiciary-

Mr. Jones, ol Brazoria, introduced a bill, to allow the
Secretary of the 'I'reasury to issuc promissory notes less
than five dollars, as change votes, &c.: read the first
tme.

} Mr. Jones, of Austin, introduced a joint resolution,
dispensing with the oath required of soldicrs before au:
diting their claims: read the {irst time.

The bill relating to the appointing of an agent 1o pro-
cure vessels for this Republic, was taken up: read the
third time and passed.
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The Land Bill was taken ufr8f tf5etond reading, i
the end of the first section.

The words “{rom the date of his appointment” were

added, in the Mh section,

Mr. Gunt m: wed i strike out “joint vote of bmh
Houzes ol Congress,” and lasert < the qualified voters.”

The Aves ant Nozs were called for, unid the vote stoed
thus:

3. Rpeaker, Brenan, Clark. Douglass,
Engl \h, Gant, Hardiman, Linn, Luupkio; Meuitee,
Plelpﬂﬂf Powron and Power—13.

Mo Buker, Branch, Burleson, Gaziey,
iy Joaes, of Brazorias Jones, of Austing
ck, M Kin ey, Panton, Rusk, Rowlett, Sutherland,
Thomps.. and \\/.lllmx—ll lost.

Mr. Hardiman mm( d 1o strike out “for cach County
a County Sur vey or,” and 1I1~Cll ‘“in each surveyor’s dis-
wict 4 Ceneral Surveyor:” lost.

Or wmston of M, Jack, in the thied line, after the
county survevor, “whose duty it shall be 1o re-
side at the coun at” was added.

On motion & My, Mereifee, the words ¢ Chicl Justice,”
in the 13th line, stricken oat, and “Board of Land
Commissioners” mserted.

A messaze was received from the Serate, informing
the House, 1hat they had concarred in an act appointing
an agent o procure certaln vessels for the usc of this

-

mution of Mr. Thempson, the words “five per
ccut,” in the 11th scotion, was stricken out, and “two
per cent’” nzerted. The words #Chief Justice,” in the
same secting, was stricken out, and “County Court”

nserted, “for i there l be no County Court, the Bourd of
Land Commissione:

A message was received from the Senate, informing
the House, that they had pussed a bill concerning the
public archives, which originated in this House, with
mendments.

Ta section 18 Lh, the words “at the date of the pas-
sage of suid Jaw™ were stricken out, and “during the
time sui inserted.

In sectinn 14L|1. “Chiet Justice” was stricken out, and
“Board of Land Commissioners” inserted,

3
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In the 16th section, from the word “had,” in thc 10th
line, to the word ““conclusive” in the 12th, was stricken
out.
On motion of Mr. Baker, the House adjourned till
3o'clock, P. M.

THREE 0’CLOCK, F. M.

The House met pursuant to adjournment.

The Land Bill was tuken up at the 18th section.

In section 19th, the word *apening,” in the 14h line,
was stricken out, an:! “closing” inzerted,

On motion of dir. Rusk, the Lllowing was inserted as
the 20th section:

 And be it further enacted, That the Commissioner of
the Ceneral Land Office is hereby authorized 10 grant to
all persons holding au order of survey, legally obtained
previous to the closing of the land office in 1535, and
having a survey which was made agreeably to said or-
der, and in conformity to law, in all respccts, a patent
for the same, upon the holdér presenting the certificate
of some Board of Land Commissioners, that he is enti-
tled to the gquantity of land surveyed, and making such
proof 1o him as is required by law; and upon his paying
the several fees as the laws require.”

Messrs. Ellis and Wharton waited upon and informed
the House, that they had been appointed a committee by
the Senate to say, that the Senate would adjourn to-
morrow at 12 o’clock, sime die, and request the coneur-
rence of the Housc. )

. ‘Mr. Branch moved that a committee be appointed to
aet with the Senate, relatiye to the adjournment of both
Houses of Congress : Messrs. Branch and Hill were ap-
pointed said committee, R

On motion of Mr. Rusk, theé words, “and under no
circumstances shall any onc grant be made in more than
two surveys” werc added in the 6th line of the 21st sec-
tion. ’

On motion of Mr. Thowpson, the words «“if not to
run as circumstances will permit” were stricken out of
the same section.

On motion of Mr. Rusk, ‘“bead right” was inserted in -
thé 5th line of the 22d section. Inthe 29th seclign, the
words *“declared null and void” were siricken out,,and
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*repealed” inserted; “ab inifio” was also stricken out
in the same line.

Mr. Rusk moved to add the following amendment to
the 29th section:

“ And cvery emigrant who may have arrived in Texas
since the 1st day ol October last, and who may arrive
in this Republic before the 1st day of June next, and
who are frec white men above the age of eighteen years,
shall be entitled to a certificate for a grant of three hun-
dred and twenty acres of land; and also every married
man and every widow who has a family, and are like
emigrants, shall be entitled to a certificate for a grant of
six hundred and forty acres, upon the same conditions as
are pointed out in the previous part of this section: ez-
cepting, that said lands shall not be located until the land-
officc shall have been open twelve months; and the
several Boards of Land Conmissioners of this Republic
are hereby authorized to grant to the class of cmigrants
herein provided for, a certificate of their claims, upon
their presenting themselves before them, and proving by
two witnesses that they aze cutitled to the amount of
land they claim.”

‘The Ayes and Noes being called for, the vote stoed
thus:

Aves—Messrs. 8peaker, Baker, Branch, Burleson,
Brenan, Clark, Douglass, English, Guzley, Grigshy,
Gant, Hardiman, Jones, of Austin; Jack, Lumpkin,
Menifee, M‘Kinney, Pierpont, Ponton, Power, Rusk,
Rowlett, Sutherland, Tarrant and Walker—25.

Noes—>Messrs. Hill, Jones, of Brazoria; Linn, Patton
and Thompson—5: adopted.

On motion of Mr. Walker, ¢“June” was stricken out,
and “October inserted.

In the 14th line, 32d section, the words *per annum”
were added. .

In the 84th section, “County Court” wags stricken out,
and ¢ Board of Land Commissioners” inserted.

On motion of Mr. Rowe, all of the 35th section, from
the word “office’ in the 9th line, to the word “same"”
in the 16th line, was stricken out, and the words * which
warrant =il be sullivient evidence for any legally au-
thorized surveyorto proceed to survey any vacant l:-mds,
in accordance witl his insirucilons, and the laws existing
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on that subject, who shall return the field rotes to the
county surveyor of the county in which the land lies”
was inserted.

In the 36th section, 4th line, afier the word *land,”
imsert ““a part of the land.”

In the 871 section, 1Sth line, the word “tenth’ was
stricken out, and “{ourth” inserted.

On motion of Mr. Jones, of Austin, the following pro-
viso was added to the same section:

“ Provided, That nnthing herein contained shall apply
to lands sold by the Government of Cozhuila and Texas,
in the years 1834 and 1835,

On motion of Mr. Rusk, the House adjourned till
19 o’clock, to-morrow.

SaTurpay, Nov, 4, 1837.

The Hoyse met pursuant to adjournment.

The journal of the preceding day being read,

Mr. Jones, of Brazoria, Chairman of the Committee
on Enrolled Bills, reported, that they had examined.the
following billsand joint resclutions, and find them cor-
rectly enrolled :

“A joint resolution in regard to granting Letters of
Marque and Reprisal.”

A bill etitled, ‘An Act regulating Elections.’*

“A joint Resolution making an appropriation to Wrn.
8. Hendricks.” - i

“A joint resolution authorizing the Secretary of War
to'grant discharges.” )

An act to incorporate the town of Shelbyville.”

“An act to provide for auditing the contingent ex-
penses of both Houses of Congress, and making ap-
propriation therefor.”

A joint resolution requiring the Chicf Justice of Bra-
zoria to hold an clection for the Seat of Justice of that
county.”

“An act regulating proceedings before Justices of the
Peace.”

“Aun act authorizing an appropriation for the Post~
office Department.” . ’
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#An act augmenting the Navy, and making an ap-
pmpriﬂrlr)n therelor.” ]

Mr. Baker, chairman of the committee to whom was
referred a bill creating the county of Fannin, on Red
River, reported a substitute: read the first time.

Mr. Patton, Ghairman of the joint commitiee appointed
to fix the rent of the Capitol, reported the answer of the
owners, and bepged leave to be dischorged : concuarred in.

Mr. Joues, of Brazoria, offered the following resolu-
tion:

HResolved, That all unfinished busivess being on the
table of the ITouse of Represcntatives at the close of
the present scssion shall, on the meeting of Congress,
again be tuken up in the order and progress in which it
is left: adopted.

A message was reccived from the Senate, informing
the House, that they had concurred with them in ap-
pointing a committce to wait upon his excellency the
President, and inform him that bolli Houses of Con-
gress wouald adjourn at 12 o’clock, sine die.

The Land Bill was taken cp at the 39th section.

On motion of Mr. Rowlett, the words “except in the
county of Red River” was stricken out, and the follow-
ing amendinent fnserted: “ Provided, however, that the
operations of the lund office in the county of Red River,
shall not extend to any portion of the territory near the
supposed boundary line between this and the Govern-
ment of the United States of the North; and provided,
further, that if the Government of the United States of
the North shall object to or remonstrate against the ope-
rations in the land-office of Rled River county, that the
operations of said land-office shall be suspended untik
the boundary line betwecn the two Governments shall
have been run; and in that event, the citizens of said
county of Red River shall have the same time after
opening the said office a second time, to locate their land
claims, that is herein allowed to the citizens of other
counties in this Republic, to the esclusion of all other
persons.”’

On motion of Mr. Jones, of Brazoria, the following
amendment was also added : )

“ And provided, also, thut should auy person obtain a
certificate for land, {from said board of Land Commis-
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sioners for the county of Red River, who, at the date
of the passage of this act, shall reside east of the hound-
ary line hereafter to be run between Texas and the Uni-
ted States, said certificate shall be void.”

‘Mr. Gant offzred the following amendment 10 the 39th
section, 24th and 25thlines: *“Xo far as they contlict with
this law.”

The Ayes and Noes being called for, the vote stood
thus:

. Speaker, Baker, Dranch, Burleson,
Brenan, Clark. Douglass, Knglish, Gazley, Grigsby,
Hardiman, Hill, Joues, of Brazoria; Jones, of Austing
Linn, Lumpkin, Menilee, M*Kinncy, Pierpont, Ponton,
Rowlet, Sutherland, Thompson, Tarrant and Walk-
er—=25.

Mr. Gazley moved to strike out the 36th section.

The Ayes and Noes being called for, the vote stood
thus:

Aves—DMessrs. Speaker, Baker, Branch, Burleson,
Clark, Gazley, Grigsby, Gant, Hardiman, Hill, Jones,
of Brazoria; Jack, Linn, Menifee, M‘Kinney, Ponton,
Power, Rowlett and Tarrant—19,

Noes—Messrs. Brenan, Douglass, Englizh, Jones, of
Austin; Lumpkin, Patton, Pierpont, Sutherland, Thomp-
son and Walker—10: stricken out.

Mr. Hardbman offered the following additional section:

“ And be it further enacted, That so much of the county
as is intended to be entered by this act, shall be section-
ized agreeable to the constitution; and alt old SUrveys,
laid down on a gencral plan, of each surveyor’s district,
30 that citizens of the county can ascertain the vacant
from the appropriated lunds, previous to the opening
of the land-offices.

The Ayes and Noes heing called, the vote stood thus:

Aves—>Messrs. Gant, Hardiman and Jones, of Aus-
tin—3,

Noms—Mcssrs. Speaker, Baker, Branch, Burleson,
Brenan, Clark, Douglass, English, Gazley, Grigsby,
Hill, Jones, of Brazorin; Jack, Linn, Lumpkin, Meni-
fee, M‘Kinney, Patton, Picrpont, Ponton, Power, Row-
}ett, Sutherland, Thompson, Tarrant and Walker—26:
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A message was received from the Senate, informing
the House, that they had passed an act supplementary
to an act, eutitled, ““ An Act to suppress gambling;” also,
*“An Act to authorize the Auditor to audit the claims of
those officers and soldiers, &c., who fell at San Anto-
nio, &c.,” and request the concurrence of the Housc to
the same; and that they had concurred in “ An Act to
incorporate the town ol Brazoria.”

Mr. Branch, chairman of the committee appointed to
wait upon the President, informed the House that they
had discharged that duty, and were informed, that he
had wo communication to make to the House.

Mr. Jones, of Brazoria, then moved that the House
adjourn sine die.

JOSEPH ROWE,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.



