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OF THR 

SECOND CONGRESS, Ai"NUAL SESSION. 

MO"DAV; Xov. 6; 1837. 
The time for the regular Se<sioll of the Seoond 'Con­

gress having.arrived, the f(,ll,minn: members met in the 
Repr~se~ve Hall at the City of Houston:' 

From the County of Austin, Mr. Jones. 
,,' Bexar ]lk"r;" Baker and Pattol1. 

" ,;; 
u ·'t 

Brazoria, M,,,J'.s . .I," ,e. and Jack, 
Colorado, :\1r. Thlcnil'ee. 
Gonzales Mr. Ponton. 
Goliad, Mr. Thorn:nn. 

-Houston, ~Ir. Lumpkin, 
Harrisburg, Mr. GazIey. 
J~ffers()lJt ~rr. Grig8by. 
,fasper, !lIr. Lo,,·i3. 
Ja,kson, Mr: ~utherland, 
Liberty, Mr. Branch. . 
Mina, Messrs. Burleson and Bil" 

lin~sly. 
]lIatago;:,";' "Mr. Hardiman. 
Milam, Mr. Wall.'er. 
Nacogdoct's, l'dessrs. Rusk and 

DChlglass. / 
I/.ed River," Messrs. M!Kinney, 
. Rowlett and Tarrant. 

ReflJgio, ~fr. Power. 
Sari Patricio, Mr. Brenan. 
Sabine, Mr, Ciark. 
Shelby: ~Li"·'!. F":;lish and Piere 

San ~!c"ers. Rowe an4 
rrlw;".,?s(w. 
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From the County of Yiet"ri", '[r. Linn. 
From the count\' of \Vashill1.,!tn[l, Messrs.-Cant and 

Hill. . ~ 

On motion of ~lr. Ro\vc, .Mr. Jon('~, of Bra?:oria, waa 
called to tile chair. 

The m,,,,,'n, then prnr'eeded (cl ballot for a Speaker . 
. Mr. Hu::;J.;. lJ{}[ninatr.d Mr. l{O\\"e 
Mr. Gazlev n(lrllillateci Mr. Branch. 
On c()l1nti~~g thr: Yotl'i': JJ r. Hu\\ e lwd 21 votes: r.fr'. 

Branch bad 11; w;lereup"ll :lIr. Howe we, declared 
duly clccled i"pcakcr, and sworn into office oy the Han. 
Shelby Corzine. 

On motion of 1\lr. Jones, of Brazoria, ~fr. Thornton, 
the member elect from Goliad, \Vas sworn into office. 

On molion of .Mr. J <leI\., the House WC'lIt into an 
election for Chief Clerk. 

!lfr. Baker nominated Francis R. Lubbock, and Mr. 
Menifee nominated Mr. Wm. Fairfax Gray. 

The ballots being counted, Francis R. Lubbock had 
21 yates, and Mr. Gray had 11 yotes: Mr. Lubbock wa. 
declared duly elected, by the Speaker, and sworn into 
office. 

On motion of Mr. Gazley, the House went into an 
election fiJr Assistant Clerk. 

!llr. Gazley nominated Mr. A. L. lII'COY, and thero 
being no upposition, he was declared duly elected, by 
the Sppaktr, and s\vorn into office. 

On motion of .Mr. Thompson, the House ,\-vent into an 
election for Engrossing Clerk. 

Mr. Hu,k nominated Mr. Thomas Green; and there 
being llO opposition, he Was declared duly elected, antl 
sworn into office. 

On mot iOIl of l\Tr. Jane:), of Brazoria, the Hnu~e ,"vent 
into an election for Enrolling and Recording C~<..'d\.. 

Mr. Jones, of Brazoria, nominated Mr. 11. D. Johnson; 
anel, there being no opposition, he "\-vas declared duly 
elected, by tbe t-;peake!" anu sworn illto office. 

On motion of Mr. Gant, the House went into an 
election of Door-koper. 

Mr. Gazlev nominated 1IIr. S. L. Johnson; and, ther .. 
being no opposition, he was d,,,,lareJ duly elcctetl. by 
the Speaker, and sworn into office. ' 
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On motion of Mr. Jono', of Brazoria, the House went 
into an clrclion fi-lr Serge.1t11-:lt-Arms. 

1lf. Tbomp . .:;on llominated Mr. G. f!. Stratton, anu Mr~ 
Gazlpy llo111ill,Lled Mr. Florpnoy I-lunt. 

Tllr: lnllot.3 being cnUll~ed, I\Ir. Stratton had 24 votes r 

and Mr. Hunt h",J 9 votes. 

Mr. SUat!"1l "-as dt'cbrcd duly elected, by the tbe 
Speaker, <ltl(i S\V()I'n illto ofIicc. 

A m"~-',;;;'lQ:C' 'wa~ Tf'C'f·j\-e(1 from the g~nilte, Ihrol1!Zh a 
COIll'niuc,:; '('(\;lll)osc·d (If !\r.·~~r;;. Horton and \\liJarton, 
infi)Ljliw.~ :hc litlllsf" tll;lt thl:Y '''ere organized, and had 
cl,-:t.:lPd tIll' t(illu . illg ojJic('rs: 

::3. H. E\"rritl, rrC',~id('ni. rJrQ ((:lrt. 

A. H.[)hf!rtsnn, Chid' Ck;·k. 
j\1. Scv('v, A-','3:-:;~.::t:--dlt Clt'rk. 
O. Farri~h, EIl~r(} . ..:.<::inQ· Clt'r1.. • 
.E. L. Stid~lley'. ElJrn1!iw~' Ckrk, a,nd Reporter. 
J. T. HY(,L';::, ~;_'!'/;'·ant-(ll-:\.nlls. 
J. G. 'Yll\\in<:I)r], D(;{jr-l'~('qwr . 

. Mr. JOIW,-: , or Dr,1%I)ri:l 1 Il1l1vc.:11 that a committee he 
appoiliLcd to ill[~)r:ll t.be t~I~;Wk) th:lt tbe HO:.1~e of Hep­
re"c-mtaLil':es urc lJd\\- Ofo'Jlliz'...:d and ready to pruceed to 
busilW"';:::. 

Me"rs. Jones, of Brazoria, ana Menifee were ap­
pointed said co[nmittcf.'. 

On tllut.iull 01- ;\lr. (;"n" the journal of the last day of 
the est ra SC'S;:;iOll \Y<'~S fc;,d. 

A I11(,S:~'lgC \va, ft'c<.:i\-\.;{[ from the Renate) infiJrming 
the HOl1::-ic~ tlHlt they llitll nppoill1 p d l\[cs,~r..;::. 'Vlmrt{m,. 
Dut1lJ and 'ViJ:.~():1 to ~leL with ~mc!l ('ommittec as the 
HOll"':p may appoil!t, to ,vait upon hi." Ex(:dlcncy the 
President, <lnd illi()rm him that Congrf':-::> lw s assembled, 
and are ready to l'cct;ive any communication he may 
have to make. 

r\1r. Ga.zlcy moved that;). committee be appointed, to 
rH:t with t.he eomtnitl.cl-~ on the part of the Senate, to in­
furm the PrcsicIrll1.~ that COllgrl'~=' is no\y org;::mizf'd, aud 
ready tl) Y{~Ct,j,-p <my cOIIHllnnicatioli he may ha.ve tt, 
IIl:J.ke: J\Ic.::sr:-:. C;lzlp~~, Burlc;soll :1nd ratton wen! ap­
pointcll ~<lid cOIIJ!llittcp. 

1I1r .• lack offered tIll' following resolution: 
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ResolveJ, That the filllowing Standing Commiitee& af 
five members he n J'pointe,l by the Speaker: 

Upon Pri"leg'" "1ll1 Electiuns, 
" \Vnvs alld ~Jeans, 

Pul;{ic LaluJs, 
i, PO:-!I-n::-;',;c''O [lid Post-roads, 
U" IndijlJl ~""tt;lil'::':, 

Mili~ilrv Athlirs, 
N;n'at Attilirs, 
Foreign HellitiollS, 
f"t",p"ot the ltepublic, 
Jl,t:ici;;fY, ' 
C:,:·,~:-: ;~,!d AccouIlts, 
Cuullty BUGuthtries:' 

Adopted. 
011 motion of Mr. Gan!, the House adjourned till 

3 o'clo(;k, P.lI1. 

THREE O'CLOCK, P. lL 

The House, met pursuant to ad.iournment. ' . 
Mr. Gazley~ from the committee to wait on and inmrm 

the l'residcnt tbat the House had met to hold their an­
nual SE'ssiorr, and were ready to receive any communi- ~ 
cation be mi~ht have to makp, reported, ibat they had 
performed the cL.lty, and tbat he \yould communicate to 
Congress lo-nWlTQyt-, 10 o\.fock, A . .;.\i., being the time 
the Senate had Ri l,Jonrncd to. 

The Speoker illll1rmecl the House, that by a resolution 
of the called sc:=;sion of the House, the unfitJished busi­
ness of that f:f'ssioll \yonld be first in onif'l'. 

The L~nd bill W:iS taken up on its se('ond reading. 
On motlCll1 of ,Mr. Husk, the words ~'and Ihl: said. Com­

missioner of the GCtH .. ~ral Laoll-o{J]cc sh,tH receive a 
salary of 8:3,000 per. annum, payable qu::,terly," \yere 
addel~ to the 1 ,t scctlOn. 

Mr. UO\\'('" ll!OY(;"c! to strike out 111e IOters "ors," and 
insert "ev:,-;," ill the fourth line, nth >;:\..'('1:0);. 

The AYe'] :Hld Noes being called jrJr, the vote stood 
thus: " 

AYE's-l'rfe:;::''1rs. Speaker, Burlf'son, IIanliman, Jones, 
~Brazoria; Jones, of Austin; Lilln, Lur~q~~\.in, ':,Menifee, 

: Piw-er, Rusi;;, Howlett, Tarrant amI TlJomrson-=-13_, 
NOEs-Messrs. Baker, Billinwly, Blenan, Clark, 
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Douglass, English, Gazley, Grigsby, Gant, Hill, Jack, 
Lewis, ~l'Kinney, Patton, Pierpont, Sutherlanrl and 
Thompson-17: lost. 

The word" and" was stricken out from the ninth line. 
On motion afMr. Rusk, the words "if their claims be 

t1therwise equal" wen? inserted afler the \vord oceupant. 
in the 9th line, 17th section. 

On motion of Mr. Patton, the words" and he shall re­
ceive as a cOIIlpen~iltion for each and every case, the 
sum of five hundred dollars" were stricken out from the 
27th section. 

On motion of Mr. Burleson, the House adjourned ti!1 
10 I)'clock, t.O-Illorraw. 

TFESDAY, 10 O\:.'LOCK, Nov. 7,1937. 

file House mr:)t pursuant to adjournlTlent. 
The journal of t.he preecding tiny being read, 
On motion of }Ir . .J one~, of Brazoria, a committee of 

t\VO "':ere appointed to inform the Senate, that the Hou:::e 
,vas ready to receive them, ;:md hear the communication 
from the President read: ~'I(-?8sr:-3. Joues, of Brazoria, 
anJ Thompson were appointed said comlniUee. 

The fnllo\ving Rtanuing Comlnittees \Vcrc then an-
11()llllCeU to the House, as having been appointed by thf" 
"p"aker: 

:--TAKDINn COliTMITTEF.'s. 

(In Pril:ilcgcs flnd Elections: 

Me~srs. Jones, of Brazoria; Pierpont, Menifee, Row­
lett and Thompson. 

On Wftys and ftlcan,': 

"Icssfs. rvlenifee, Pierpont, Douglass, G azley and 
Lumpkin. 

On Public [,0",,', : 

Messrs. Thompson, Hard illlan, \Valkcr, Branch ~·md 
~ ;ri~~bv. 

" "9 
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Ol! Post-~tJiccs and Post-Tl)rfds : 

:11(,,,1'.<. Gazley, Hill, Tarrant, Baker and Clark. 

A" Indian "~irairs: 
MeSlrs. Burleson, Rusk, Rowlett, Lumpkin am' 

Walker. 

On Count!! BIJ/I'ldaries: 

~Ie3srs. Baker, Jack, L~wj~, Linn and Gant. 

all, lIilitrU!1 Affllirs: 
~Iessl'3. ILusk, Patton, Burleson, Power and Thorn· 

ton. 

0" Slanl 4ff'lirc: 
!\Ic'ssrs. Jones, of Austin; Drenan, Power, Sutherland 

awl Thornton. 

On Forcfgn Relations: 
Messr,. Branch, Billiugdy, Clark, I\PKinney and 

nrtnt. 

On State 0/ lhe Rcpubz.ic: 

~Iessrs. Hardiman, Jones, of Brazoria; Lewi:::~ Br!­
ker and Patton. 

Olt Claims and ./lccount:;: 

1\res~rs. Douglass, Linn, Tarrant, Billillgsly and Pnn­
.tn. 

all, Jllli"iary. 
)Iessr~. Jack, Bmnch, Chtzley, Ponton aHd H.usk. 

On EIlTolled Bill.,: 
\k~:,-rf.,. JOtles, of Dr:.lzoria; Brunch. 

A llll':-:sagc from the Scnate was received, statin!! then 
d/Uy ~,vl)l]ld ,,"ait on 111(>. I-Iouse immediately. ~~ 

.\fr. Cazley moved that the arnCndnll';lt (dl;'rcrl hv 
llim ye:-3terda~y, to the 9th :section, be recol'dcLl on th~' 
jOllrnal:.;, Vl7.: to .strikf-~ Ollt from the word "county," 
tltird line, to the wurd "lie)" eleventh line, and insert 
the follo\Yin~: "C<lllnty SUl'Yt;yor, whose duty it >;haU 
he to recf'i;'e and ex;.minc ,,11 ficltl IJOtC8 or sur~'c1/s 
made, Or wbich may hereafter be made, in said county l~y 
the different deputies; and he shaH ~ee that the ret,;r,;, 



uf note:3 lnade by thClu arc COlJllcctL'd; anel, ill nu la:-:F. 
,,11all permit a survey to he rcturw"d, the: notc~ or whiclJ 
\vill not sbr)\v its rebti\Tc sit.uation with to --0111l' 

other section of .survC'vs: he .slwll rccorJ sallle L.t ,] 
book to be kept by hi;u for that purpose: ~tlUl1 cerlitj 
the notes of all surveys so prcscllIcd, to be COIrect, jj 
admitted, and transmit. tbe satne to the Commi~:.:ioller 01 
the (;eneral Laud-oflice; and shall advise the Board nt 
Commi.".c:.lol1t'rs of all surveys so examined, by Q"i\,jn~ 
adlllission 1.0 his record book:" .' '-

Tht' motion 10 amend \Ya~ lost. 
The SpcQkcr desired the clerk, in future, to recon1 tIlt 

ucgatil.:c as well as the nfiirmati-.;,:c pr()ceedin*~ of the 
HOllse. 

The Senate entered and took their scats. 
A COlnlntmi~ation waf' received from 1he President by 

his Private Secretarj~, ~Jr. I-feuril]ucs, to buth I-Jo1.1f.:.p"",; 
~ l Congrf:~S. 

The roll, were crtllcd by tbe respecti.-c Clerks of boil, 
HOUi~es. 

The Clerk of tk, House Was ordered to re,,,l lllC 
comnluJlic~ltion !j:Olll the Prc~jdent, \vbich "~(].s as. i;ll~ 
lows: 

EXECU'£IVE DEPARTl1E~T, ~ H t I\¥ ] 1 -')~ 
REPUBLiC OF TEXAS-, 5 ous on, 1 OV. , 'c).J{. 

To the lIon. SCi/arC and [-[om:t:,. of Rf!pres(;lltatires: 

GEYTL1';MEN! 

In reply tn the allnouncement of the .Taint ConnniJ­
tee of your honorable boJies. that the two Houses 01 
Congrc'ss ,,,"ere' organized and ready to receiYe any C01l1-
Inunications from the Execlltive, I lJave only to remark. 
that it is with no ordinary degree of regret that a re­
newed and violent attack of my late protracted iljn",,·. 
\v.ith which I am still suHering, has precluded me t}n 
pleasure of concluding my aunual rnes.sage, [trlll havinc 
it iu readiness f(:n' the <.:onsideratioll of your honorabk 
bodjes; I lL()P(~ bow ever, to be able to comlllllllie~!Je 
\yith you at a very early date. As BOlm as 1 an1 rclic\('r/ 
fj'olIl-my inten::;c"suH(';~n.g.it. ,yill alttlI'd 111(' much ('J';u.i­
!ication" to In.1' before the JlOll. COllgrp::,s, lhc g~~wl';d 
coudition of the n(,PLJhli(~, illJd ;·j11 tlle ~t11~i(\cl-; iml'nl'ianl 
1.0 the advancement 0(' the pul.'lic illtCI"t:S1. 

(:-:i~l)c(l) :'.HI H(WSTO';. 
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At the instance of their President, the Senate then re­
tired. 

On motion of Mr. Branch, the message of the Presi­
dent Was ordered to be printcd in the T~legraph. 

Mr. Jack moved that the House now proceed to the 
election of Reporter: lost. . 

On motion of Mr. Jones, of Brazoria, all the bUiill1CSS 

on the Speaker'S table, from the last session, was relerred 
to the appropriate committees. . 

The Speaker declared his opinion, that the bUSlllCSS 

left unfinished at the last session, i~ no\v in order, in the 
pro.~rei3s in which it was left. 

On m(j[ivn of Mr. Jack, the resolution passed at the 
extra se:;sion, relative to the unfinished business, was 
read; also~ the resolution of adjournment of that session. 

Mr. Baker appealed from the decision of the Sp~aker. 
The Ayes aud Noes bcin,.g called for, the vote stood 

thus: 
AYES-Mf!ssrs. Burlison, Brenan, Clark, Douglass, 

English, Gazley, Grigsby, Gant, Hardiman, Hill, Jones, 
of Brazoria; Jones, of Austin; Jack, LnJIlpkin, Mellifee, 
yl'Kinney, Pierp9nt, Ponton, Rowlett, Sntherland. Tar­
rant Thornton .and Walkcr-23. 

NOEs-Messrs. Baker, Branch, Billingsly, Linn, Pat­
ton, Power and Rusk-7: Speaker sustained in his de­
cision. 

Mr. Rusk, Chairman of the Select Committee to Iuakt.~ 
arrangements for obtaining a suitable house for the Pre­
sident, reported, that they had examined a house owned 
hy Mr. Lubbock; which, with the addition 01· some im­
provements, they would recommend as a Suitable resi­
dence for his Excellency; and recommend the adoption 
of the fc,]lowing resolutioll: 

Rest)h!cd7 by the Senate Dlld lIowlc r:f llepTcsentatl:rt:s olt/f{: 
Repuhlic qf 'Texas in COII~!..rfess aStJcrnblrd, That the surl1 of 
six thousand dollars be appropriated f(,r the purchase of 
a house for his Excellency, the President; and that the 
Secretary of the Treasury draw for two thousand dol­
lars, at sight, in favor of :f'rancis R. Lubbock on the 
~ollector of customs at the port of Galve"ton' ;lIld that 
the Treasurer be required to pay four thous;nd dollars 
of the. promissory notes of the Government to the 8aid 
FranCIS R. Lubbock, upon his executing to the Govern-
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ment, titles for the house, and lot upon which it stands, 
on Main-street. 

Bill read the first time. 
Mr. Rusk moved to suspend the rule that the bill migl,t 

be placed on its second reading: lost. 
Mr. Baker moved that two dollars per day, in addi­

tion to the regular pay, be allowed to the door-keeper of 
the Honse of Representatives of the last session, for ex· 
tra services by him performed. 

On motion of Mr. Jones, of Brazoria, referred to the 
Committee on Claims and Accounts. 

Mr. Gazley moved the following: 
That a committee of two be appointed, on the pact of 

each House, to contract with some competent person or 
persons, to print all the laws passed by the Consultation 
and Conventi.on, together with those enacted since the 
Declaration of Independence; and also the jonrnal of 
the Special and Regular Session of the Congress of the 
year 1837. and the said committee arc required to as­
certain what progress, if any, has heen made in the 
above work, and report all their proceedings to this 
Congress. 

Ordered to lie on the table. 
Mr. Gant moved to take up a bill relating to the public 

archives: decided to be out of order. 
The Land Bill was taken up at the 28th section. 
Mr. Rusk moved to insert after the words" by paying 

fifty dollars, and," seventh line, 28th section: with­
drawn. 

Mr. Menifee offered the same, and called for the Aye,; 
and Noes. The vote stood thus: 

AVEs-Messrs. Branch, Douglass, Linn, Menii;"', 
Rusk and Sutherland-6. 

NOEs-Messrs. Speaker, Baker, Burlison, Billingsly, 
Brenan, Clark, English, Gazley, Grigsby, Gant, Hardi­
man, Hill, Jones, of Brazoria; Jones, of Austin; Jack, 
Lumpkin, Lewis, M'Kinney, Patton, Ponton, Rowlett, 
Thompson, Tarrant, Thornton and Walker-25: lost. 

?1fT. Rusk offered the following amendment to the 
amendment of the 28th section: 

.. Provided, in all cases, where the grantees shall p1y 
into the hands of the receiver of the proper counties, the 
SJlm of sixty dollars for every twelve hundred and eighty 

9* 
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acres, and thilty dollars for every six hundred and forty 
acres, and filleen dollars for every three hundred and 
twenty acres, at any time after twelve months from the 
date of their emigration to the country, he ur .,he shall 
be entitled to receive an nnconditional grant to the land." 

The Ayes and l\oes being called fill', the vote ,tood 
thus: 

AYES-Mess"s Speaker, Brenan, Clark, English, 
Grigsby, Hardiman, Jack, Le\vis, 1\Ienifee, ~I'Kinney, 
Patton, Power, Rusk, Rowlett, Sutherland, Thompson, 
Thornton and \Valker-1S. 

NOEs-Messr,. Baker, BrancH, Burlison, Billingsly, 
Gant, Hill, .Jones, of Austin; Linn, Lumpkin, Ponton 
and Tarrant-ll: adopted. 

Mr. Branch moved to strike out all of the 28th sec­
tion after the words" are hereby repealed." 

The Ayes and Noes beiug called for, the vote stood 
thus; 

AYES-Messrs Baker, Branch, Billingsly, Brenan, 
Douglass, Gant,. Hill, J?nes, of Brazoria; Jones, of 
Austin; Jack., Lmn, LewJs, M'Klllney, Patton, l)onton, 
Power, Sutherland and Tarrant-18. 

NORs-Messrs. Speaker, Burlison, Clark, Enolish, 
Grigsby, Hardiman, Lumpkin, Menifee, Pierpunt, {tusk, 
Rowlett, Thompson, Thornton and 'Valker-14: strick­
en out. 

Mr. Ganl oflered the following additional section (0 

the bill: 
And be it furtlter enacted, 41:., That every free white 

p8rson who was musteredinto the service of' this llepnb­
he between the Declarauon of Independence and the 
1st day of March, eighteen hundred and thirty-seven, 
and is or may bereafter be honorably discharged for a 
tour of duty not less than three months, slmll he allowed 
until the first day of January, eigbteen hundred and 
thirty-nine, to introduce his family into this Republic' 
and upon so doing he sball be entitled to the salDe 'luau: 
tity ofland he wuuld have heen, had his family aniwd 
in Texas between (be Declaration of Independence and 
the 1st of March, 1837. 

Mr. Branch moved the following as a substitnte to the 
fotegoing: . 

In it ''Wether <"!!acted, <\'c. That all officers and soldier~ 
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who engaged in the service of Texas previous to the 1st 
of March, 1837, wh()se lamilies arc now here, or may 
arrive within twelve months froru the datc of their dis­
charges, shall be entitled to the same quantity ofland as 
they would have been entitled toil' their families hademi­
grated with them to the country:" adopteu. 

On motion of Mr. Brenan, the House adjourneu till 
10 o'clocl" to-morrow. 

VVEDNI<SDAY, Nov. 8, 1837. 

The House met pursuant to atljournment. 
The journal of the preceding day being read, 
1\1r. Jones, of Br:.zoria, Chairman of the Committee 

on Enrolled Bills, reported the hill incorporating the 
Town of Brazoria as examined, and iound it correctly 
enrulled. 

!\oIr. Jones, of Brazoria, chairman of the Committee 
to whom ,vas retcrrf'a a bill to repeal the Charter of 
the Texas Hail-road, Kavigal.ion and Banking Company, 
reported, that having understood that there was a pro­
position before Congress from the stockholders, for a. 
modified charter, he begged leave to return the same. 

1\Ir. Patton, irom the cOlnmittee to enquire into the 
expediency of recalling our agent for the sale of land 
scrip ill tbe C niteu States, reporled a bill recalling him, 
anu forbidding the flntber sale of said scrip: read the 
first time. 

On motion of 1\Ir . .Jones, of Brazoria, a Select Com­
Inittee of Three were appointed to examine the unfi­
nished business of the House of Representatives of the 
first Congress, and report the same to this House: The 
committee are Messrs. Jones, of Brazoria, Rowlett and 
Hill. 

Mr. Patton introduced a resolution, that from and 
aft.er this day it shall be a standing rule of this House. 
to meet at 9 o'clock in the ll10ruing, and adjourn at 
3 o'clock in the evening: read the first time. 

On motion of Mr. )It'nifee. the Chief Clerk was au­
thorized to employ a clerk, to copy the journal of the 
proceedings uf the House, and furnish the same to the 
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editors of the Telegraph: provided, the expense of such 
service shall not exceed two dollars per day. 

Mr. Rusk asked lcave to introduce a bill entitled, 
"An Act amendatory of the several Ordinances and 
Acts granting Bounty Lands: " first reading. 

!'Ifr. Jones, of Brazoria, asked leave to introduce a bill 
for the appointment of Notaries Public: read the first 
time. 

The following communication was then received from 
the Commissioner of the General Land-office: 

Believing it my duty to make a report to your hono­
rahle body, of the progress made by me in collecting the 
archives of the several land-offices; and also to give 
some in/ormation in regard to tbeir situation, I would 
tberefore beg leave to state, that since my former com­
munication to your honorable body, I have received the 
tollowing archives: 

Those of Austin's Colony, Dewitt's, Powers'; and also 
those of Bevil's Settlement: hesides, a register containing 
entries made for land in Wavel's Colony, on Red River. 
Those ot Nacogdoches have not yet reached here, but by 
a letter received from George A. Nixon, Esq., dated 4th 
Oct uIt., I learn that he will probably be here with 
:them in a short time, as he had been for some time 
making preparations to that effect. 

I find from examining tbe archives of Bexar, that 
there arc only thirty-four titles, most of them issued in 
the years 1831 and 1832, some by the Commissioner of 
Dewitt's Colony, some by the Alcaldes of Bexar. The 
amount of land granted lying in the county of Bexar does 
not exceed forty leagues, which fact clearly shows that 
all the original titles belonging to that part have not been 
received. I have been informed that some of them as 
well 'lS other archives have been destroyed; and that 
there is, also, a part of them in the hands of Judge Tay· 
lor, of Nacogdoches. The whole of that section of coun­
try along the San Antonio River, on hoth sides, from 
Goliad to within ahout fifiy miles of Bexar, appears to 
he unsurveyed; at least, no returns have been made, 
but to which titles have probahly been issued by tbe dif­
ferent authorities of the Spanish and Mexican Govern­
ments. ,!, 

From returns of surveys made in Powers' Colony, I 
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lind that the work has generally been done in a loose 
manner. Although there are two plats 01 consIderable 
.iUlporta.nce~ showing the sil1mtiou of a portion of the 
country. There have been one hundred and seVl~llty­
three titles i~ucd, besides some ten or fifteen petitions 
by applic"n ts. 

I '\voulJ beg ler-Lve to correct an error jn rfly former 
report rclali\"e to the pap(~rs belonging to Dc Leon's 
Colony, having been misinformed as to what had been 
the hlte of them. It is merely neces~ary for rne to state, 
that instead of the eucmy~s destroying thern, it was the 
Tcxian Army. A fe\v of them, however, \vere prcsrrvcd 
hy Phtcido Bcnivides, who will probably deli,ocr them 
lip OLl his return. 

Haviug but httle timE' to examine the surveys made 
in that section of country cast of' Trinity, known as Be­
vil's Settlemellt, ] am a::; yet :Jlril()~t unqualitlcJ. to say 
wha.t their eundition is; however, tlti.:3 a.ppt!ars evidcn[~ 
that altllou~h there ha\"c been more tlEtll !<JUr hu ndred sur­
\ey~ ImlClc:~ yel tilt'fC is lin map ;:,hu\ying tIle coullccti{)ll or 
~ituatioll of aLlV lhrc(~ (If titem-not so 111uch as a list of 
the names {Jr dw gruLllees, \vith the several quantities of 
lanu.attached thereto. The Humber of titles i.ssued by 
(;. "V. Smyth, COlllmLssi.oncr of t.hat section, is one hllr~­
tired and fiftv-Lw0 . 

. The public money which I ,,"nt for, through the ad­
VIce uf the t::.(~(~retary of the Treasury, mnounting to 
Sl ':)~), awl which I received. \vith the archives of' Bevil's 
Kdtlemenl, fro111 G. IV. tlmyth, I h"yc appropriated [t, 
t,,!lows: 

'1'0 John Hadnot, M 14 tflr services rendered in bring­
ing the archivcs from !Hevii's ~cttlemcnt. 

To Davie;:; Grigg, 850, for li.ke service, going to ~a­
e.ogdocoches and ~atl Augustine, and Gre~ ,V. Fallon 
$20.00 

There still remains a balance <luc Mr. Grigg and Mr. 
Fulton, which 1 trust your honorable body will make, as 
f~arly as practicalJle, some appropriation to pay. 

Being a.\vare of tbe act \vhidl is aboul to be pRs.:-:.eli, 
cCI,Uing upon all EIIlplT~ario:), or otilCr PCl'sou::, holding 
m'chivcs, to bring them to tbe :-)cat or GovcrmYlcut, illlt't 

dcli\'cr thCln over to we, J base llot, tt)r the ]ast 1.\VI) 

wpck.s, used any exertions to employ persolls t()r that 
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purpose; although had I been authorized to pa:-' such 
l'erWIl sO employed, I could certainly hci\"e hod the dij: 
fercnt archi\·es eollected much sooner th<1n by the opera­
tions of the present contemplated arrangement. 

As it is "important that connected maps of the dit~ 
ilerent counties, so far as now surveyed, be made; and 
as this caunnt be done with propriety, at any other place 
lhan in this office, it is sincerely hoped that the present 
land law, \vhen passed, will provide, in some manner, 
lor the accomplishment of the abol"e ubject; and while 
making this report, it may not be consiJercd irrc1cvant 
j()r me to suggest to your'houorabIe body, the necessity 
(If making some appropriation of money, togetber with 
,uffici"nt house room to enable me to have all such plats 
!!Jade out ill due form, all of which is most respectfullv 
,;ubmitted bv 

Your obedient, 
Humble servant, 

JOHN P. BORDEN, 
Com. of the Gen. Land-office. 

On motion of Mr. Jones, of Brazoria, the report wa, 
referred to the Committee on Pu blie Lands. 

Mr. Gant moved to reconsider the motion, which was 
~lost. 

~rr. Menifee submitted to the House, the returns of 
ciection for the county of Refugio, held at Houston anel 
'fexalla; which, on lllotion of I'tIr. Brenan, \verc referred 
to tile Cntlllnittee on Privileges and Elections. 

Mr. Jack introduced the following resolution: 
"FV!tcn:({s, much inconvenience has arisen and been sui:' 

fered by the citizens of -'Vlalagorda and Brazoria conn­
ties, in consequenee of the boundary line between the 
silid counties lJeing unknown, there:(()I'c, 
Hem!rul, That th" Committee un Countv Boumlaricil 

he, in:-,trucLed, to in<]uil-e illlnand report the proper houllJ­
aries (if :;;-1 id COIHltic,-,,:: II :lduptcc1. 
_ )[1'. JOlle.s. of Brilzorla, prc.s('utccl the :1CCOU!lt of n. 
J: Calder, SlJerilf or BrLIZiJria COUUl}! ji)I' kccpl!lg pri­
"::IOller::;, &.c.; <wel, ou UlOLiou. it \~-;l8 referred to tbe Com­
mittee on Claims and Account~ . 

.'I1c. Itusk moved to lay the Land Bill on the table, in 
,order that the bill providing lor the organization of the 
rnIlltl'l bp.'read the Iir&t time: lost. 
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Mr. Linn introdnced a resolution, to allow J\bjor Dig-g,; 
10 withdraw his papers, filed in the House at Columbia: 
'))1 motion of Mr. J Olles, of Brazoria, referred to the 
above t::elect Committee of Threp.. 

The Land Bill was taken up. 
Mr: Bren'ln moved to reconsider the 2Bth section: lost. 
Lea,'o·o[ absence was granted Mr.·J 'lCk for ten days, 

'Lt the request of )Jr. Rusk. 
Mr. Baker moved to amend thn 35th section, by adding, 

"and if they emigmted subsequent to the 2nd clay of 
\fay, 1535, anel previous to the Declaration of InJe­
)(,ncienee, they shall he required to pay the amount fixed 
.,y law, passed-by the State of Coahuila and Texas, OI! 

~he above date." 
The Ayes and Noes being called for, the vote stood 

thus: 
AYEs-Messrs. Raker, Branch, Burleson, Clark, Doug­

lass, Englisb, HardiInnn, lIllI, Jones, of Brazoria; J one~, 
of Austin; Linn, Lumpl\.jn, Lewis, }\t[enifce, PattoH, 
Piprp()llt, Ponton, Po\ver, Rowlett, 8utlJerlancl, Th()mp~ 
oon, Tarrant, Thornton and \V" lker-23. 

~oEA-i\Iessrs. Billiugsly, Breuan, Grig~by, Gant, awl 
.\l'Kinney-5' adopted, 

A 111eSsage Was received frOlll the Senate, jnforming 
the House, that they had passed a joint resolution to 
have printed, certain Jaws, &c. 

On motion of l\Ir. Jones: of Brazoria, the \vard "s:lIne'~ 
in the uinth Jine, 35th section, was stricken out, and 
H field notes" inserted. 

On motion of IVIr. Jones, of Brazoria, the \vord H re­
git::ter," in the same section, \vas stricken ont, and 
" President of the Board of Land Commissioners" in­
serted in tbe 13th line. 

On motion of I\-Ir. ThOlnpson, the words" provided, 
Jurther, that if the Government of the United States of 
the North shall oQject to, or remonstrate against the 
operations in the L~nd-office, &c.," ending ~ \-vith the 
woru "persons" \vCre stricken out of the 39th section. 

~lr. Jones, of Austin, moved the reconsideratioll 01 
the 23c1 section: adopted. 

]\:fl'. Jones, of Austin, moved to strike out the pr",i,,) 
to the same scctiol1, and insert the tollo\,ving : 

Provided, That all th03C who received '!ands as Co-
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lonists previous to the year 1830, shall be excluded from 
the benefits of this section: lost. 

:Mr. Baker moved to strike out the proyiso: lost. 
Ou motion of :Mr. Branch, the vote was reconsidered. 

requiring the business of the last session to be taken up 
in the order and progress in which it was left; and the 
House decided that the unfinished business of the last 
session must be taken up "de n""o," if taken up at all. 

Mr. Rusk then moved to suspend the rule, and read 
the bill a second time by its caption. 

The Ayes and Noes being called for, the vote stood 
thus: 

AYE,-Messrs. Speaker, Baker, Branch, Burleson. 
Billingsly, Hrenan, Clark. Douglass, English, Grigsby. 
Hill, Jones, of Hrazorih; Jones, of Austin; Linn, Lewis, 
M'Kinney, Patton, Pierpont, Ponton, Rusk, HowlettJ 

Sutherland, Thompson, Tarrant, Thornton and Walk­
er-2G. 

NOEs-Messrs. Gant. Hardiman, Lumpkin, ]l;fenifee 
and I'ower-5: adopted_ 

On motion of Mr. Baker, the bill was ordered to be 
engrossed for a third reading. 

On motion of Mr. Rusk, the House adjourned till 
10 o'clock, to-morrow morning. 

Tnr.R.SDAY, 10 O'CLOCK, A. M., OCT. 24, 1837. 

The House met pursuant to a.t~journment. 
The .iounml of the preceding day heing read, 
Mr. Rusk asked leave to introduce the petition oj 

Thomas H. Mulrync, pmying for relief for goods fur­
nished the army. 

On motion of Mr. Itllsk, referred to the Committee on 
Claims and ACCOUl1t~. 

:Mr. Rusk, also presented the petition of J. W. E. Wal­
lace, praying remuneration li)r property destroyed, &c. 

On motion of Mr. Husk, referred to the Committee on 
Claims and Accouuts . 

. On motion of Mr . .Jones, of Austin, the petitions of the 
elllzens of the counties of Austin and Harrisburg were 
referred to tbe Committee on County Boundaries. 
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Mr. Branc1I.· moved tbat the journal of Tuesday be 
corrected, 00 that the Land. Bill would appear as intro­
duced on that day: adopted. 

Mr. JaRes, of Brazoria, asked and Dbtaincd leave to 
. .,btire from the committee on Enrolled Bills, "n<1 ,fro 
Baker was substituted by the Speaker. 

jIr. Billingsly asked and obtained leave to introduce 
the petition of 'rhos. G. McGee, praying remuneration fill" 
]>roperty, &c., which, 

On his motion was referreu to the Committee on 
Chims ami Accounts. 

'\Ir. Jones, of Brazoria, introduced the following reso­
luti.on: 

"R"oiL'Cd, That the Pr.esielent of this Republic be re­
spectfully requested to reduce the representation of 
'Texas, at the city of 'Vashington, to that of a Charge 
d' Affaires;" read a first time and onlcred to lie OIl the 
table. 

~Ir. J one~, of Austin, introd uce a joint resolu­
tion, reqllLring the Auditor of Public Accounts to audit 
all discharges of ,;oleliers, without the oath hom the inter­
ested party; rcau a l-irst time. 

-"1r. Jones, of B., asked leave to introduce a hill to 
amend an act entitled "au net to Jispn~c of Galve~tul1 
and other Islands of the Ikpublic;" read a first time. 

On motion of Mr. Gant the rule was suspended, and 
the bill rea.d a second time. 

On Illation of ;\Ir. Menifee, the words" and the notes 
of current awl specie paying Banks" were stricken out 
of the first sectiou. 

(In motion of Mr. Gant the rule was further suspend­
ed, and the bill was read a third time, and passed. 

The title is "an act to- amend an act, entitled an act 
to dispoi,c of Galveston, and other Islands ortbis Repub­
lic, "'p,pl'lived, 12th June, 1836." 

Thet>~ amendatory to the 86vora1 ordinances grant­
ing B6a~ty·:~ands, was taken up on its se«ond reading, 
and, "' 

On motion of Mr. Billing.;ly, was referred to the Conl­
Illittee on Military Affairs. 
Th~ joiut resolution from the Senate for appoint.ing 

commlttees, &c'.' was taken up and reall a first timp-, 
aIHI ordered to he on the table. 

10 
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~Ir. Rmk offertrthe following resolution: 
.. R.saived, That the ~ecrelary of Slale be required to 

lay before this House ],is proceedings under ajoint res­
"inlioll authorizinl! him to contract for the printing of two 
thousmd copies of the Laws, together with copies ofthe 
contract and the state of the printing: adopted. 

An act lor the appoint men t of Notaries Public, &c., 
was taken up and read Go second tim e. 

On motion oj' ~[r. Gant the words "alld shall k<,ep a 
register of aU thci r otlicial acts" were added to the gat:r:e. 

Un motion of l\Ir. Bratlch. the \vords "hv and WIth 

the advice and consent of tbc SP..natc~' w~'re stricken 
out of the first ~cclion. 

The bill lor the rcc"ll of Agents lor the sale of Land 
Scrip, in the Lnited States, \Va, thell takcn up"and read 
the second time, and, 

On motion of Mr. Husk, the first seclion was stricken 
out. 

lIlr. Rusk offered the following additional sectiOn to 
the bill, which was adopted: 

"That the said agent be required, forthwith, to retnrn 
to the Secretary of the Treasury all ti,e Land t'crip in his 
possession, and should he fi-1jl or refusp to do so li1f four­
Inonths, frolfl-the -fi,rst of JaOlrarv next, he slu-III be con­
sidered guilty of a high misoetneunor, and on convjclion 
hcture iJilV court, shall be Ilned in a sum not less than 
iive, nor IDore than tWCIlty 1l1011sand dollars, which fine 
shall go to tbe u~eof tIle Republic, and slmll be liable, and 
su~iect, with his secll.rittPs, tobe sued on his llisbonus;" 
aI,so, . 

On mc.tion of Mr. HURk tho words" Land Scrip at 
<my price" Were stricken out, and H forthwith recalling 
our Agent to tbe Uniteu Slates for the sale of Land 
.Scrip;') and, 

0" moti'JI' of :lfr. lI.u,k the bill was onlered to he en­
grossed for a third fp.llding. 

A bill reported by the selpet Committfi\C to ohtain a 
guitahle house li)r the president was taken up and read 
the $llconcitirnc. 

On motion of !\fr. Rusk tho rule was suspended :J.ild 
the"bill read the third time. ' 

Ou motion of ~lr. Rusk the rule was §uspencled so 
that tbe bill might be amended. . ,""" 
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On motion of 1\Ir. Rusk the bill ""fts amended by an 
aJ,..litional sect.ion;'repealing so much of the act <l,utlJOr­
iziug the President, &c., to. expend the sum of $1'),000. 
for public buildings, at the, temporary seat of g()\cru· 
Tuent. , 

On lIlotiotl of !vIr. Rusk the ,\!Innis" Be it ltesolved .. 
\vere stricken (}ut~ and the \vords "Be it eniLctcd" In­
::::crtcd wherever they oct.:ur. 

The a.yes iU1J noe~ heLug ell-Hed [OJ' on the fiLial pa:3_ 
:-3:I,~e of the bill; tho vote stood thus, 

.:\.YEs--~I~:-: .. H·5. Speake.r, lirnnan,. English, Gi.lllt. 
I-IarJimrtLJ, Hiil, Jnllt)~ or Brazoria, JOlles of Austill. 
1,l.llIl[)kin, ,Mcnitee, )[cK.inue.y, l)attoll, Ponton, Po\vert 
lto\ylctt, butherland, Tarra.ut, Thornton, & \Va.lkel'--UJ. 

NOEs--=-:\Iessrs. nrH;-Ilcb~ Burle::;nn, Billingsly, Clark, 
Douglass, Grig3by, Hill, Lyon and Pierront~9; passed. 

Antl the. title ~'i~ an uet appropriating six thousand 
doUal's, f(l!' the purpose of purcba:-;ing a house allcllot fur 
the use of his excellency, tlw President; E,ud to repciil 
part of the act locating, temporarily, the seat of (JO\,­

ernmellt. " 
The resolution (ixing the time for meetiug anJ adjoufll­

ment was takeu up and read the second time. 
On Illotion of Mr. Branch the bill was ameuded to 

rea~l " adjourn at 2 o'clock, P. M." 

On motion ot' :Mr .• Joues, of Aw~tin, the hour £;)1' 
opt'ning the hou:-le was fixed at half past 9 o'clock, A. 1\,1. 

Mr. Rusk moved to lay the resolution on the table, till 
the loth of June next; l,;st. 

()n motion of 1\1r. Jones, oC Brazoria, so much of the 
resolution as fixes the hour of adjournment wa::; stricken 
out. 

"'1r. Rusk moved to adjourn the house at 6 o'dnck,. in 
the eveniPg; adopted. 

l\fr.~'.>nes, of Brazoria, moved to lay the resolution 
on the t"tIIe; lost. 

Mr. BmndP moved indefinite postponement; lost. 
~Ir. JOnes, of Brazoria, moved to refer it to a select. 

co'mmittce; 10:31.. 
Mr. Bmuch muved to aujoufIl till 10 o'clock, to-mor­

ro\\'; lost. 
The voLe: was then takf::'ll nn the adoption of the rule 

to meet ~t b~l[ past 9 o'clock, A. M.: and adjourn at 6 
o'cluck, P. M.j udopteJ. 
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~l;-. Ilowiett, asked leaye to introduce n bill to create 
,] lIew COlllltv, &c.; re;l(l;:"l. first time. 

)ir. D"U~{LSS "sked le:n.' to introduce a hill relating 
hl Linanec, &c.; rt'.ad a firi't lime. 

Mr. Jones ,,[Brazoria moved to "'jeet the hill; lost. 
)Ir. Jones, of Brazoria, asked, and outained leave to 

introduce a bill for the issuing of Treasury Dtafts, &c., 
&(:.; read a first tinlP. . 

A.lso a bill, supplementary to Han act ftJnding the 
public debt, &c., read a first time. . 

I\1r . .Tones, of Brazoria, asked Jeayc to lntroduce a 
rt·:::,olntion to repeal the standing role of thf' House, 
adortf'd this morning, so far as relat.es to cotJtirJUing in 
~p~;;i-on till G o'clock, P. M.; read a first timf:'. 

;'t[r. Jones, of Brazoria, moved that a f:elcet''Commit­
tee oftbrce he appointed to examine the ulJiiuisbed bu­
:::.inesR of the last session, and report so mucb of It as 
I hey may deem important; lost. 

C)n motion of Mt. Billingsly, the resolution, adopted 
this morning, as a rule for meeting and adjournment of 

, 1his House, was re-considered~ and on his motion laid 
on the' table. 

Aves and Noes on-the-' question, to re-cousidcr; yote 
stood 'tlius, 

AYEs-Messrs. Branch, Billingsly, Hardiman, Hill. 
Jones of Brazoria,' Jones of Austin, Lumpkin, ~Ienifee! 
'o1'Kinney, Patton, Ponton, Power, Rowlett, Sutherland, 
'farrant, 'I'horntdll, and Wulkcr~i7. 

Nogs-Messrs. Burh~son, Brenan, Clark; Dougla$s 
Rnglish, Grigsby. Gaut, Linn, PIerpont, Rusk~ ,!inj 
Thompson-il' adopted. , 

On motion of Mr. Menifee, the House adjourned till '3 
o'dock, P. M. 

THREE O'CLOCK, P. M. 

The Honse met pnrsuant to adjournment. 
Mr. Walker asked leave to introd'lce " bill to create 

the county of ~ohertson; read a first time. 
Mr. F.nglish asked and ohtaiucd leave 10 introduce a 

hillestahlishinga rate of interest: read a first time .. 
Mt. J.one8, of· Brazoria, introcin?ed a joint resolution, 

10 Rppomt an <lVerseer to the ear1tol ; n'ad aiirs t time. 
and, . 
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, On molion, r,oferred to a Select Committee of three: 
Messrs. Jane., of Brazoria, Thornton and Brenan were 
appointed said C.0mmittee. 

Mr. Douglass asked leave to introduce a bill for the 
organization of the militia; read. a first time, ~nd, 

On motion of Mr, Patton rctencd to the Committee 
on \Iilitary AIElir,. 

Mr, Gant a;ked leave to introduce a bill, to repeal 
the bill. incorporating the Texas Rail-Road, .'Iavigation 
and Banking Company; read a first time. 

Mr. Jones, of Brazoria, asked leave to introduce a bill 
suppkmenLury to an act to suppress gambling; read a 
Grst t~ml::. 

~Ir, Jones, of Bmzori", asked leave to introdnce a bill 
relating to LIm (Jilblic an:hivc5, j read u first time. 

;\1r. Jones, of Brazoria, asked leave to introduce a bill 
authoriziug the Treasurer of the Repuulic to issue 
dunge lIotes l)f ccrtaiu den()mination~; read a first time. 

~lr. JOllt'8 of Brazoria, iutroJut:eu a bill fix the COIfl­

pen.:;ating ofcerta.ill persous therein named; read a first 
time aud reierred. to the Committee on Claims and Ac~ 
couuts. 

Mr. Rusk 1Jj{),-ed to take up the rule passed and laid 
on the table, this Inoflling, relating to aujournments, &.c.; 
",lapted. 

Oil motion of '\fr. Billingsly the question was indefi­
nitely postpone,!. 

Mr. Gazley asked leave to introduce a bill to incorpo­
rate the Dmzori", Houston and Colorado Rail-road Com­
pany: read a. fir6t time. 

A communicattuu frOUl the -\udi-tor, wasrt:ceivetl an.tI 
r"ild, un allowi ng the claitlB of J. W. Littlefi~ld, for 
hor::\es, pressed for the U.:-ie of the army; also the claims 
of C. C. Dewitt, &c. 

On motion of Mr. Gazley referred to the Committee 
on Claims and Accuunts. , . 

On motion of Mr. GallI, Mr. Douglass was a~dcd to 
the Committee on )filitary Affairs. 

On motion of Mr. Durleson, the Heuse adiourued till 
9 u'clock, to~morrow morHing. . 

'10 
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FRIDAY, !'iOy. 10, 1837. 
The. House met pursuant to adjournment. 
The journal of \be preceding day being read, 
Mr. Jone., of Brazoria, of the Seleci Committee of 

three, appointed yesterday, reported a hill entitled an 
act lor the appointing of a superintendant of public buIld-
~~ . 

Mt. Linn introduced a resolution to appoint a Speclal 
Committee to draft a law giying jurisdiction to the 
county courts over the the towns that ha\-e lour league 
grants, &c.; lost. 

On motion of Mr. Branch, Mr. Thompson and Mr. 
Gant were fielded to the Judiciary Committee. 

The Land Bill was taken up;" read a third time, anJ 
pa"e(1. 

The title is " an act to reduce into one act, and amend 
the several acts relating to the estnblishment of a Gen­
eral Land-office." 

The Aves and Noes on the passage of the bill are, 
AyE,....;:..Mc.srs. Speaker, Baker, Branch, Burleson, 

Billingsly, Brenan, Clark, English, Gazley, Grigsby, 
llill, Jones, of Brazoria; Linn, Lumpkin, Lewis, I\Ieni· I,,,., M'Kinney, Patton, Pierpont, Ponton, Rusk, Row­
lett, Sutherland, Tarrant, Thompson, Thornton and 
Walker-27. 

!'ioEs-Messrs. Gant, Hardiman, Jones, of Anstin; 
and Power-4: 

The tl)llowingmemhers requested that theirrcasonsfor 
voting against the bill should appear on the journal: 
" The Land BillllOw before this House I conceive to be 
unequal" and um.:Onstitutional, inasmuch as it does not 
provide tor &cctionizing' the country, so any citizen can 
find the vacant hl;nd without he be a surveyor, which 
will be giving the surveyor the advantage over aU 
:-ipt.tlcrs,-n~ there is no plan devised, whereh)c they 
call find the vacatlt land, which will compel them to 
employ a SlIn"eyor, at his own price, to show them' the 
vacant land. 

" There is nothing in this law which will prevent onc 
claim from being entered on another, which will encour­
age rather than prevent litigation, which may be the 
Cause of breakmg up many of our good citizells, by 
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entering one claim on another, and JUing in la\v, 
which mi'~ht ,be prevented by sectionizing the country 
in a proper manner, and making such laws to govern 
surveyors, as the situati,on of this couotry requires. 1 
therel<lre am compelled to vote against this bill. 

(Signed,) 'rHOS. J. HARDIMAN." 

H I vote against the passage of this la"T; Fir~t, be­
cause it repeals all laws on the "u~iect of ti,e public 
la.nds. Second, because it docs not enable any citizen 
to ascertain the lands that arc vacant, or those that are 
covered with valid or spurious titles." 

(Signed,) W. W. GRANT." 

Mr. Jones', of Austin, reaSOliS :fiJI" voting against it, arc, 
Ii I vote against the bill hecause the 24th section grant~ 
relief to a"flart of onc dass of Colonists, to the exelu­
;sian of the other part." 

The bill ::J.ppninting Notaries Public \YUs taken up ana 
reaa a third time, and passed. 

The title is "an act to provide Ii)r the appointment 
of Notaries Public." 

OhlDotion of ~Ir. Jones, of Brazoria, the joint re.solu~ 
lion uuthnrizing the issue of cllange notes, &c., ,vas ta~ 
ken up and reud a second time. 

On motion of .Mr. Rusk the \von1 "fi\'e" was strick­
Cil out, f:ll1cl "ten" inscrteu. 

On motion of .Mr. JOlles, of BrazoriH, "f(,r their re­
demption" was adeled to the bill, and ordered W be 
engmskcd fi)f a thinl rcading. 

Th" joint resolution authorizing tile Auditor of Public 
Accounts to di8pen~e with.the outh, &c., &c., ,was takell 
1] p and read a second ti.me. 

1\11'. Branch moycd to insert" and certificales of ofiJ­
cc;rs of ~lJC army~ and of the different committees of 
~afety and VigiIa'ncc~ and all 'othf>1' miiitary claims, 
\yhicb, hi· law, OUgtlt to IJe audited;" 108t. 

~Ir. Jom~s, of Brazoria, moyetl to refer it to the Com­
mittee OIl l\Iilitarv A fhlir.s; 1ost. 

011 motion of..' .Mr. G:nit 1he follo\ving substitute for 
thE' origiual \\';]2- :lllnptcd : --

"TInt it .11"11 nut IJ,? 1:J\yf,d fo,. the Auditor to require 
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any oath oftbe holtle{of a discharge, maue nut in COll­

t;)r"'mitv '''lith the law, as necessary for auditing tbe 
same.;' 

}Ir.Husk moved the following sub,titute forthe ahove: 
"Whereas as a practice has been adopted Ly the 

A uJilor of Public Accounts, requiring those \vbo present 
daim:-; to make aflldavit bettJf!.:' au<1iting dJf' same. 

~'B/~ ,it tlu.:rY;Jre l-lnwlu .. J IJH tl/(J St'twtc, q:l'., 4t., That 
such affidavits shall not in lutu,"" be required or deemed 
lleCeSs.ary to be m~ldc by the claimants; 11 wllit:h was 
uJol'tetl. 

Oll 1l1Otion of ~Ir. Jones, of Brazoria, the rule was sus­
pended, and the bill was read if I hird time, and p""ed. 

The title is "a joiut resolution requiring the AuJitor 
of PulJlic AccouulS to dispense "wid.! the practice of re­
quiring an affiJa"it to be made by claim<tnts. 

On motion of Mr. Rusk tlw hill relating to.finance was 
taken up and referred to a select CfllllITlittec of tluce. 

The Ayes and Noes being oalled tor, on retcrring, 
the vote stood thus: 

AYEs-Messrs. Speaker, Baker, Brunch, Burlison, 
Gazley, Grigsby, Hardiman, Hill, Jones, of Brazoria; 
Junes. of Austin; Linn, Lurnpkin, Lewis, l\Teuifee, :\1'· 
l(inney, Patton, Pierpont, Ponton) Po\ver, Rusk, ltow~ 
lett, Tarrant and Thornton-2:L 

NOES-:Mcssrs. Clark, Douglas8, EU{.jlish, Gant, Suth­
erland. Thompson anel \Valker-7. 

On motion the House balloted for said Committee. 
On the first ballot the ballot being incorrect there "'as 

no election. 
On tbe second ballol, lIlessrs. Rusk and Branch were 

clpct~d. 

Thinl ha11ot-tlo election. 
(llllhct'lUrlh hnllot Mr. :-<rraker, Howe, Was elected. 
Ml·s~rs. Ru:-,k, liranch anJ UCJwc, special cOlnmiUct;, 

oe tbree. 
On' motiol1 of ~lr. Ru.,k, the other bill on finallce, (Oll 

tllC table,) \Vas H'ferred to tile same committee. 
On motion of ~Ir. ~Ienite.e the committee ,vere re­

quired to report the IIou~e OIl l\Ionclay next. 
On mOlion of !'IIr. Ponton, Mr. Menifee was added 

to the Committe on Claims ilnd Account&. 
. Mr .. Gant and Mr. Linn were appointed !l Cum­

Imttee on Engrossed Bills. 
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On' molion of Mr. -, the House "djourued till 
JO o'clock, tOrlllOrrnw. A • .1\1. 

',t, 

SA'J'tTRDAY, 10 o'CJ~OCK, Nov ... 11,'1837. 

fhe IIou3c met fJUr,nam to adjournment. 
The ,inurrvtl of tbe prpcerling (bS bRing read, 
~\lr. BjlIjlL!5~ly u ..... k,cd le:lv(' to pre'6ent the petitinn nf 

oC 3undry citizens, of ,CnlortJ.({o <Lnd i\Jina. countit.,s pl'<ly­
ilJ J t()r i.l uew Coulltv; and OIl his lIlotin!) it was n·ti::rred 
tn''''' the Cot'ntnittcc -'on County BOlJnchuie:3. 

~Ir. D()US"laS8~ chainnnn,of the Committee on Chim~ 
;111(1 ACCOllUI.~, reported" unfivoraLlc to tbe claims of 
Tito~. G. l\1cGee; and ugaillSl ailowing $2, per day, tn 
rile Joor-kecpcl', liJI' extra sCr\icc~; ag'ainst the claim 
of Thos. H. J\Iulrvne; ena in j'lYor of the claim of 
C.lptaill John Z-L:li'HtlLU; and also a joint Tt:'solutinn 
for the benefit of H. C. Hudwn; ali'n, the bill to com­
pensate certain persons thcr~in named. 

The report \vas concurred in, except so much as re­
bte to the ch,im of Thos. G. McGee, which, 

On mot Lon of l\Ir. BilIin,::?:sJy, was ret~lTetl to a spe­
I.:ial c:ul11UliUee (11' three. 

Messrs. BillingAy, Me"i!"c, and Hill were "1'1'0intrd 
sd.id cottltnittee. 

1\'1r. Patton {'rom tlH~ S(~lt~(.·t committee to revit:f' tl1e 
Tariff: reporfed a bill t()1" rai~ing a public rf'Vf:'tlUC by 
impo.st dUlie:::., n::"\(]d a first time. 

l\lr.,I-IarJi.man introdnce the f<,Bowing r('wIui.ioB: 
"'Trial, no .m,ernJwrshaIl be allowe~J 'to.'SneHk Of} an\' 

subje.ct berore theJtQl1se ,more ~hau .twice, and rhtH h~~ 
~baU not speak longer than ,fifteen mjnutes 1 the tir.-)t 
limp., . and 'not more than live minutes the. ~ec()nd 1 illl(" 
and it ::.:hall he the dllty of the Speaker to call au," rnell1-
1>"1' tf) pni('t' \Vhf'!! be gets off tb~ suiijed bV/(Jr(';' tIlt' 
JIon,;:;t~; laid on t/JP tahle. 

Mr. T~(d ... ('r, cll(\i:'nj~m of' 1he contI1Ji1lee OIl ('<)lll<lV 

BntJIJ"hric::;, reported. a Ilii] f:JJ' tlw crr,lti'Jl1 ,of ,l lJC\\' 
('.)J.nty tl) hc~ called FOi 1 Bend: rc'ud a lirs.t time. 
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Mr. Branch asked leaH' to intro,lue~ a hill to detine 
the boundaries of the couu1y flf Liberty; It..'[HJ a :first 
tinie. 

On motion d-l\Jr. PmlOl1, 1:1 sckct cmnmittf'e of three 
\Vas appointed to enquire into tLe pOWf'f of the Ex­
l.:'t."utiYe, relative to tile a}l}loilltIllt'llt IIi" elliet Ju3tices 
of the COllntv court::::, and ~aid COJIllHitt('c an~ ~le8s-r5. 
Patton, llnulch, and Gri!!~!J\·. 

On motion of :Mr. Pat1«';'11 (~ select committee of tlJree 
\\'n~\ npP<JiIlP(l to euqllirc illtn nlld report nri thp ccHl:--titu­
<It (11H\:~liot1 Vdl{~dH'r n ;::'t';rt ill Cilflgrt'::~ j...: inc'ilrl})(lti'l,le 
witL th(' officp. of Chip!, Jlltiti('(~ ;;r thr' COUIl!\' court; 
;':,1[<,1 cnmmitt'f,(, (HE" :\Ie:-'::T:-'. Patton, c.;,ndcy alai 1.f'\':i:3~ 

-:\J r. J()ne::!, of ilrazorirr, a':::krJ and obtained leaH: to 
illtr,)(]ut't> the petition of J(lil11 ~J. Darry. 

On motioIl ofl\Ir. BilliJvl~lv referred to' the cOlllwittee 
on Claims amI Accuunt:,>. U .. . 

:\Ir. Jone<, of Brazo"i". osk"d arid ohtained leave to 
intrm\uced the pctihon or w. '1'. BrcnlI'+tll, and ---
-' -" I}ursers·ofthe Xavy. ' 

On motion of :Mr. Patton, referred to the committee 
00 Naval Aff"irs. 

Mr. Branch aske,lleave to present the aecouu! of A. 
n. j. Win/i'ey, aod, 

Un his mot.lou it waS referred to the Comlnittee on 
Claims and ACCl)ullt~. 

Or! Tllotion {Jf ::\11'. Sullwrb.wl, )'Ir. Dow:d<J:--:-' \\i!.S 
aJd(·d 10 l.b~' C01llmittee fln Indian AHiiirs. '--

The act till" reeC!llin,g ,1P(~[]ts from the Cnites ~1;Jlf"'S 
\va~ tilkpn nfl: fend u third time and passcfl; aTl(1 the 
tid,· j . ..:, "All Act to prohibit the further sale of Land 
Scrip." ' 

'1'1](' ,inint J'f'Sollltion 1.0 (lulh01ize tlw i::;~Ilf' of Qbangt.' 
nolf':=< WiI~ rC<1d (l tbird time, and pa~sed; 31H} tlte titlc'.i:::, 

H .Joillt rc,...:ulut ion uuthorizlng the Trca,sul"t'r ()f the He~ 
pnhlic to if:~l1(, change notes." . 

A hill app()inlin,~ a sllpr:rintf.'IH.{ent of Puulic Bnild­
ing<: \Y:l;'l; tak(~IlIlP'": read seeond time. 

()!] rnotioil of 1\1r. iI'ho!ll(}SOII, t111' worJ...: BOVt'l" tlle 
nffi!:t':-i UlHl property" wl'r~ stricken {Jut, (; tId dIe \v·prd::i 
n'over the furniture thert:>.to belonging" insertf'(l. 
1 On n~ot.idry .of Mr. Me~ift}e,~;hl' \v~)rrls I. hy :111£1 "\yith 

LJe ad \' lee and. consent 01 dlC t;cllate' were s tnchen t.'ut. 
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On motion of )fr. Thompson, the 2d section was 
stricken out. 

Mr. Brenan moved to appoini the oflicer by.ioiHt Yote 
of hoth Il ouses of COlJgrcss: lost. 

Mr. Patton moved to strike out $600: lost. 
On motion of Mr. Meniiee, tbe bill was bit! nil the 

table. 
Mr. Gazley asked 'lilt! obtained leave to introduce a 

bill to incoq;\1l'i-lte the Colorwlo l';avigation Company: 
read the iir~t time; and, 

0" motion of '\fr. Branch, was referred to a Special 
C01l1witlee of TIl"'e: Me:;s". Bmnch, Gazley and Bur­
If~.son "'ere :J ppoinLed snid committeE>. 

"An Act areating the coun1V of llobertson" was 
taken up, anti read s~cond time ; ~ and, 

On motion of ~Ir. Thompson, referred to the Commit· 
tef': on County' Boundaries. 

A bill crc~tillg the county of Fannin was taken up; 
and read ,'"'('cond tim~. 

On mot!tJll of ~I r. Ro\\ lett, tI18 '\vonl "thEreof" \va.s 
insertp,d; afwr the words" the cro3~ing," the woru ter­
ritorv Bub~titutcd tor" inhabitant,;" the blank filled by 
" Jacob Black." 

~rr. Ro\',dett moved to strike out" F'nnnin:" lost. 
On motion of l\fr. Ilo\ylett.,thc H 6th l\londflY" was strick­
Hn out, and" 7tb I\londay" in:3e-rtf~d. 

The ti)l1owitlg",lJitioll~1 section ollered by Mr. llranch, 
was adoptml: 

"Thut said county of Fannin, awl tho county of Red 
River, shall constitu'te and compose one Senatorial Dis~ 
triet." 

011 motion, the bill \vas ordered to be engrossed fot:' a 
third read1ng. 

The bill establishing a rate of interest was taken up, 
and read a second time . 

.l\Ir. Hanliman moved to strike nut ''-ten:H lost. 
lIfr. Branch ollered an additional section, which was 

adopted. 
"jThat open accounts shall, in no case, hear interest." 
On motion of Mr. Baker, the ,vorclB "or monied" were 

insel'ted after the ,vord H COtnlllercial." 
On motion of l\1r. Billingsly, tlJe ,vords U in writing" 

were "dued. 
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Mr. Billingsly moved to strike out "ten per cent.," 
an(l insert" eight per cent." 

The Ayes and i'loes being called for, the vote stoO,] 
thus: 

AYEs-}[essrs. BLllingf:ly, Burleson, Brenan, Do~g. 
ltLss, Engli:..:h, Gazlcy, Crjgsby, Gant, Hardiman, HIll, 
Jones, of Brazoria,; Linn, _Menifee, l\1'Kinney, Patton, 
Pierpont, Ponton, Row lett, ;Sutherland, Tarrant and 
Walker-ill. 

i'loEs-Me"rs. Speaker, Baker, Branch, Clark, Jones, 
of Au,tin; Lumpkin, Power, RU5k, Thotnl',on a.od 
Thornton-to: adopted. 

!\Ir. Jones, of Austin, moved to strike out the second 
section: lost. 

:Mr. Gant moved to insert" 6 per cent:' instead of 
eight: lost. _ 

AYEs-Messrs. Burleson, Billingsly, BrCtlan, Doug­
lass, English, Gaot, Hardiman, Hill, Jones, of Austin; 
Linn, M'Kinney, Patton and flowlet-13. 

NOEs-Messrs. Speaker, Baker, Branch, Clark, Gaz· 
ley, Grigsby, Jones. of Bm7.0ria; Lumpkin. Menifee, 
Pierp,mt, Ponton, Power, Husk, Sutherland, Thompson, 
Tarrant, Thornton and \V".II,er-lS. 

On motion of ThJr. Billing,]y, the bill \vas ordered to 
be engrossed for a third reading. 

The hill relating to the Public Archives was taken UI" 
and read a second tlnle; and, 

On motion of Mr. J Dues, of Brazoria, ordered to be I 

engrossed for a tbird reading. , 
The bill for the repeal-of the Charter of the Texas 

Itail-road, i'lavigation, and Banking Company was taken 
up: read a second time; and, 

On motion of :VIr. Gaut, ordered to be engrossed for a 
third reading. 

The bill for the suppression of Gambling was taken 
up, and read a second time; and, 
, On motion of Mr. Rusk, tLe 3d scction was stricj<en 
out, and the bill referred to the .J udiciary Committee. 

A message was received from the Senate, informing • 
the House they had passed a joint fesolulion, aljtbon' 
zlt.g'the Auditor to, audit the accounts ,of Nelson Jon"" 
"OR motion of, Mr. ,Rp.sk,the,House adjnurlled till 
10 O'clock, Monday, A.1\[' 
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MONDAY, 10 O'CLOCK, Nov. 13, 1837. 
The House met pursuant to adjournment. 
The ,iournal of Saturday being read, 
Mr. Pattoll, Chairman of the 8elect Committee to en­

quire into tlw digibility of Chief Justices of the County 
Courts to ~ scat in Congrf'ss, reported, that in their 
opinion, llJf'V (In not vacat~ their office as Chief Justices, 
unless :11"11' n''':1~11ations arc tendered in \Vrilillg; and 
wOllld relt;r the House t.o the Constitlltion. 

Section J s1. and section 23ci, in the '1st article; and 
aleo the :~:!nd ;o:..ectiotl of a b\v, "An Act organizing the 
Courts,:' "pprnYf'd December 20th, 183G: orUf)red to 
lie on the tal lIe. 

On motion of ~rr. Jone~, of Brazoria, Mr. Rusk, Chair­
Ulan of tbe ::Special Committee to \vbom' the finance bills 
were reierred, Jpported progress, and asked till tu~mor­
row to n~p()rt: gTanted. 

l\Ir. Branch from the Judiciary Committee, reported 
"An Act ~IJPplrtllctltary to all ..:\('t,t'tltiticd, 'an Act or­
galli7.ill~ Di~;1 rid Courts: f(~ltrl the first time.'" 

1\'11'. Doud'lS;.":, Chairman of t1w Commiw-:c on Claims 
and ACC(}U~L:::, rppnrtcd ill favor of a./lowing C. Hallibot 
88 per beef, :: lid against alto-wing l1is claims fill' the 
horses; alld beg leave to refer tlw claim of J. R. Calder 
to the Jndiciary Commillee, and the claim of" Captain 
Alexander I [erring to the Naval Committee. The report 
\Vas cOIlcurred ill. 

:\Ir. Bmll"h, {i'om the Select Committee on tlle bill 10 
ineorpomtc tllt, Colorado Navigation Company, reported 
the same. \vith amendments. 

Mr. Sutlwrlalllj asked leave to introduce a bill 
lor the relief of persons who lost property during the 
war: read the 111"8t time. 

~fr. English asked leave to introduce a bill establish­
ing the bounda reis of Shelby County: read first time. 

An act relating to the archives was taken up, and read 
third time and passed; and the titfe is, 

"An ACl cuncerning the Puhlic Archives." 
The bill cr?c.tinq the connty of Fannin 'vas taken up; 

and, on mot !(j[1 ot l\lr. Rusk, referred to a committee 
composed of th8 delegation from Red River. 

The ect, to '"labli,h the rate of interest wastak?n up, 
and read the ulHd tlOle and passed; and the tnle IS, 

11 
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"An Act regulating the rate of Interest'" 
A message was received from the Renate, infinming 

the House, that they had concurred in the act I()r the 
<l}Jpoiulment of Notal:jes Public, wbich origifmLcd in this 
House . 

. \ joint resolution from the Sena1e, to authorize the 
Auditor to audit the account of .\chon .Jone:' wa;:; tilken 
up, and read first tiltH', 

On motioll of .Mr. Gallt, the Clerk of the HUW3C' was 
Rent, to reqUf~t>L of tbe !)f-'ll!lll'. Lbe \ lJuclJcr~ bt'longing to 
; he above resolution. 

T\Ie8l"llW' /i'U1Il 1.he Senate, illf()rmin:2. Ill(; I-::l!~j:,c, that 
they Iwd IJI) nHH.:!JCr.-: in the C'bC. lind ill;H. the rL'::,olution 
\\';l~ predicated l1j)(JU hi:, pt>tition, \', a~ rf-'c(~j\·f'd . 

. '\u ael to l'cfwnJ the Cililrl{,l" ()f rl!(_ ·1\S.·,1~ Hnii-road, 
and Bi-lllklllg COUlj':!U], ",',',J:- wkcn up, and 

1 ill' tLlinl ttmc; awl, 
UJ] tllotion of I\Ir. l{usk, relerred to the J uuiciary 

·~;()!nrnjttee . 
..:\ye~ and f'ocs being called t()r, the 'u1e 5tood thus: 
AYEs-~k~~r:;. Speaker, Bokl'r, Branch, Burlc30n, 

ilrenan, Clark, Gazle'l, Grig:,bv, H:1.rdituiill, JIJtlCS, of 
Br<Jzoria; Jones, of ~<\llsti[J ;'--Li"nn, ~\lenitf:><...', .Jl·~'~inncy, 
Patton, Pierpont, rPllwn, 1\)\\-<-'.;:, nll.-:k, Ho\-dett, 
Thompson und \V'llhf'r-:2:2. 

l'\[m:-,-l\le~srs. Bi:JilH.!,~l~;-, ])()UQ']ns>! J':n~li:-h; Gant, 
Hill, LuItlpkin, ~ut!Jerl;ltlJ anLl T1Jorlltoll-';. 

A uws.sagr: ,va S f('cci vl'd tj·Ol11 the 1:)enate" jufc)rming 
tiw House, tlw.t they li:lll passed an act authorizillg the 
. 'resident to issue JJis Procla.mation, calling f(Jf papers, 
-\:c. &c, 

On J1lot~()n of 1\1r. Jones, of Brazoria, the House ad· 
i1110 o'clock, to-morro\\ lUorniug. 

TeEf::DAY, 10 O,cr.0('K, A. l\T. l\n\'. lA, 1537 
The Hou~c JlH't pursuall1. to ndjournmell1. 
Tilt, jOllrn;d of 111e precedillg d~ty being read, . 
l\fr. Bnrl(':~on, Cha.irman of tbe COlllllliUt:i"'" on Tndw.n 

Affairs, reported ill fa.vor of the appointllwllt of tbrce, or 
~nDre, Commissioners to conclude treaties with the va-
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fions tribes of Indian . ., on Ollr Fronrier, <1ml a bill tiJr lhe 
estahlishmpnt of tradillg hC'u . .::cf., &l'., \\hieb \yas n'~ld the 
fir3t tim"", ~ll(l the report cOflcurred in 

I\fr. Baker, fi'OlD tbe CommiltE'(' on Cmmlv B()lJlltla~ 
ries, rl'portcd a Lill cf{-~aling a new county, to be called 
"}~IP/l't!t':" Tf'iHJ the tirst time. 

1\1'1'. Donglass, Cbninmlll or the C()mmitte~ on Cl<li1Il8 
and .\CCllllllts, reported ill 1:1vor of allowing the claim of 
C. C. Vcwill; iJ.lId rt'('oml1lcnde{llhe rctcreJ1Cp. of J. 1\1. 
BillTy';-: cbim La till"".! COllllnittcc 011 1\rilitary Afrair~. 
They fC'('OlI1lllentil,d the passage of ~l general ad to regu­
latl-' :,llcil claillls <1:-; tlJ()~t' of .T. \V. E. \Vnllac<" \vhen"by 
the _\llditor ma.v be en ,:1 bled to :-;ettle snell rwt:()llnLS \vilh­
out (l rdcn-:!lc~"to tlli.., House: report concurreu iB. 

:Mr. Billingsly, [rom rhe committee to whom ,vas re­
ferred the i.1C~:Ol;nt of Tho~. U. ~I'(;e(~, reported a. resolu­
tion ,dlo\yinQ: said ~1'Gee 8800 t;H' a bor~e, &c.: read 
the first l.inm'-j and, 

On motiotJ of 1\11'. Patton, tllf' report \nl~' djs~lgr('cd to. 
Oll llliltion of ':\1r. .TOll(-'S~ of Aus-tin, Lbo rq)()rt \vas re­

ferred to a ~t'l\'('t Commit1ee of Three, \yho \' cre ill the 
- army o.nd hilt! ;o.:()Ill{, kno\\ lcd!2,e of the case: Me,s'-1':". 
R~sk, Burleson an(l Hilling,sly \~-crc nppointed ~aid com­
mIttee. 

1\11'. Gazley, from the Committee to ,,,hom Jno. Hl1ck­
hanan':'3- ncco~unt \\'as referred, reported, that two of the 
con~ll1i1t.ee \Yere in favor of allo\ving his claim, and one 
agallJH It. 

On mol ion, ]\[1'. Patton's report was concurred in, and 
the m:l.I.ter re-committed to the same committee to report 
a bill to ""rry into dlect the report. 

lllr. Ilu.sk asked lea.ve to present the petition of Henry 
~~llLlrd, praying for compensation as Indian Commis­
SlOl}('r! &c., which was, 
• On motiun nDh. Patton, referred to the Committee on 
Claims and Accounts. 

~rr. Rowe, from the minority of the Special Commil1.('e 
to \"hom were referred the nnn.nc~ bills, reported, that 
they \\"('1"(' IIll:lhle 10 agree on one hill, and that each 
\VOllld re[lort iJis own hill Ott tlw subject: Bill read the 
firs! 1 ill1f~ . 

. Mr. Rn"k, from r he mil,ifll itv of said cnmmittC'f', re­
port,·d. ;ll>il!, \\-lIidl \\,1." 1'1 :Id ;11<' fir·t li:ll( : ;111(1 
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On motion, the bills were made the speci,,; urder of the 
day for to-morro\v. 

On motion of l\I r. Jonp~, of Brazoria, the papers were 
referred back to the committee. 

Mr. Branch, Ii-Dill the Judiciary Committee, reported a 
bill to prm-icic for the trial of crimes committed by slave. 
and free per~llns of color: read first time. 

~fr. Ponton a.sked and obtained leave to intmduce a 
bill to establish the boundaries of the county of Gon­
zales; read first time; and, 

On motion of Mr. Linn, referred to the Committee on 
County Boundaries. 

Mr. English asked and obtained leave to introduce a 
bill, to authorize Clerks of the County Courts to appoint 
their deputies; read the first time; and, 

On Mr. Gazley's motion, referred to the J udiciar.\' 
Committee. 

Mr. Rusk, from the committee to whom was referred 
the Militia Bill, reported the same with amendments: 
ordered to lie on the table. 
~ Mr. Rowlett asked leave to introduce a bill for defining 
the boundaries of Red River County: read the first time. 

On motion of Mr. Rusk, the Judiciary Committe were 
instructed, to enquire into the exp,·uiency of purchasing 
the laws, &c., passed by the legislature of Coahuila and 
Texas; a copy of which, was in the possession of an in­
dividual in this place. 

An Act to authorize the President to issue his procla­
mation calling for papers, &c., from the Senate, was 
taken up, and read the first time. 

A hill to create the County of Fannin was taken lip, 
Md read the third time and passed: the title is, 

"An Act creating the County of Fannin." 
An act to appoint a superintendent to the public build­

ing \vas taken up, and read second timE'; ::Illd, 
On rnotion of Mr. Jones, of Austin, Poi-tpolled till t~e 

contract with the proprietor "I' the building he confirmed, 
_ The resolution to repeal tbe rule to adjuurn at 6 o'clock, 
m the evemng, was takeu up; imd, 

On motion Mr. Billingsly, indefinitely postponed. 
The resolution, requestino- the President to reduce Qur 

diplomatic representation .;:'t Washington City, was w­
.ken up, and read a second time. 
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,On motioll of ~lr. B rancII, it was made a Jomt re~o· 
lution, aLld the words" be, and l~e is berelly required,~' 
inserted in place of" requcst~J." 

On motioll uf Mr. Jones, ~f Br.1zoria, the salary of the 
Charg(~ d' Afiilires \vas fixed al :fH,OOO pel' annum. 

Mr. CLlzlc,Y movcJ to rCler, the same to u ::3pccial Com­
mittee: ;(Jst. 

_\ 111. 's::;age 'was received ii'um the SellCitp, iuforQlin~ 
the II()Il'w, t11at tbf:Y ba.d pa:;:;ed a law ma,king an alJ­
propria1.ioll i!)[' the purpose of purchasing a. honse for 
His E\:cellcm.:y, the President, as a substitute i()r tlle 
uIH-~ pa.:;;:;ud by 'Llie House, and rC{lut'sting the !Iou~eJo 
CUllcur \vTith Lhelll. 

On nwl ion of :Mr. Rtl:,;k, tbe bill \vas taken up, and\ t?c 
sllb~tiliito cOllcurred in. 

A rc::;olntion tu compensate certain persons thGre~p 
JIamed, was taken up, and r~ad a sccouu time and l.air! 
on the whlo, on ~Ir. Brallch's motion. 

The. bill to incorporate tl](, I-lollslon, flra%os and r.J . .o-· 
IIJrllcio H.'Jil-l"03.U Company ,"'-<16 taken up, illld rca~f,~1 
secoIH.l time. ' 

1\lr. Linn moved the followlng amendment: 
"Pruvided;' Tliat no toll ,1I:'.ll be mllected on "'fi,] 

vri,clge, or bridges, unless :;aid Rail-road has been COfll­
p-Icted to the point where sw.:h bridge i;:; necessary, H' 
crossing the H.'lit-roa.d over saitl stream, or strean.ls; l~.;r 
its iiw.J 1 cOlllplction:" 10:-;t. 

Un lllottOn of )Ir. ltu:;k, the Iiouse u,<.ljourneJ. till .) 
o'clock, this afternoon. 

THREE O'CLOCK, }>. M. 

The Hou:=;c met pllr:3uant to adjol.~rnment. 
The roll being calletl, " 
.A joint rus~!ulion [nlm the SC!)flte w,astaken uP'itl'­

thorizing the Auditor, to audit th'i,!cc!'fl!,t qf N~l"1ul 
Jp.nes, ,an~ re~d a .8e~.ond t.in~e. ft' , 

, 0", motion' ,of Mr. h'lkcr, 'it was'prdered to be ClI-
gm,sscd for it tJl'ird reading. .." ., f . 

On lllot~on of Mr. ~l1t'l~'~on, the ru~e was suspcm~c:"l., 
and tho bill H,ad a tlnrd tnne aml P"S,SL'(l. ' 

~lr. Billingsly a~l,ed QiHl i?hlil!HCcl luave to introdllt;(' 
" !Jill, fin tlw teEd' of Mco"!.s W,dkcl' "lllllhrwn', rc~t!1 
the iIrst tune. - , 
, '11 
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The bill to incorporate tllc Hnu-tnn, 13mz", and Co­
lorwlo n,lIl-ron"d rOIlJf':lll.V, W:1." tnkp'(I "P, nnd ordered 
to be en£,!!tos:"f'd [nr il third n>adill~. 

TIIf' f;ill creating the county ()( Fort Bend wa~ taken 
up; and, 

Cn Illotion of ~lr. Gnzley, p()~lp(Jr)('d, and made the 
order of I h" ":tv for Thuml",' lint. 

The bill III i,;corporale Ihe"Colorado Nayigation Coro­
pany \va~ taken up, tlOtl read a s.eeolld limC'. 

On molioll of Mr. Joncs, of Austin, the lollowing pro­
viso was added to the last sectioH : 

II PrOl,ideti, further, thot tbe GovemmC'nt may, at 3!£ly 
time. pay the balance Jue the StockholJers, and take 
the Chane",,, 

On mol ion, the bill was DruCI'oJ to be engrossed for a 
third reading. 

Mr, i'ierpont asked, an(1 obtained lea\'e, to introduce 
a bill, to authorize the Judges of the District Court to 
hold Special Terms of the"Circuit Court, in certain cases; 
read the tirst time. 

Tbe resolution on adopting a new rule for tile govern­
ment of the Ho~se, wns t(lken up; and, 

On motion of Mr. Hill, indefillitely postponed. 
On motion of Mr. Burleson, the House adjoumed till 

10 o'clock to-morrow morning. 

WEDNESDAY, 10 O'CLOCK, Nov. 10, 1837. 
The House met pursuant to adjournment. 
The journal of the preceding day being read, 
Mr. Jones, of Austin, from the Committee on Naval 

Afrairs, reported: that they were of opinion, that the 
claim of Captain Henry, of the Schooner, San Jacinto, 
wa_j,ust, and that the alllount should be paid; and that, 
in their opinion, Brigadier Geneml F. Huston had nO 
auth\lrity to press said vessel; and that he ought to be 
responsihle to the Government, lor the amount allowed 
to the OWners of said vessel. They reported a bill. 
IIlaking: an appropriation of $3648 50, to the owners of 
nid· schooner, which was read the first time. 

Mr.' Itusk, from tbe committee to whom the financo 
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billswere rf'-commitl(,rl, rCjJdn('d prngrp,.;::;::, find ohtained 
leave until th~ day afu'j' to-morrow, tocOI"npl!'l(' 1heir re­
port. He 8-Llhlllillpd a hill (, om llJ(' Il;:l,!oriry of the 
commit1PC', whicb Wil~ ortlt'lt-'d II) lie Oil tIl{-' lilhl\" 

J\olr. Bllrl(~."IHl intr'HlllCt'll a re~()lutjnll, IlJilt tlw Door­
keeper of the llou::;('. he ;dl()wed j \\"0 dollars [wr day, for 
carryin~ ;wd ~\\'('(>plllg: ildoptpd. 

~Ir. Britnch, CbaiJ'tlJan Ilf the Coml11it.t{,p. on Judiciary, 
reported a ,joitll rt':30ilJ!ioll, t;lr iln approprilllion to pur­
c.hase the laws pni;:=:rd by the Lcgi::dilture of Coabuila 
and Texil~, nnw in the p(J~~es8i()t1 of Mr. CaJ'avahal: 
read the tirst time. 

IHr. Thompson submitted a joint resolution, allowing 
the COlllluiseloners who ,Y('r6 nppoillted to select a site 
for the :Se:I1. of (;ovcrnnwilt. uIltil the 25th of November 
to report: rcall dw fir:'t time. 

Mr. [lusk. Chairman IIfthe Committee on Military Af­
fairs, n~IH)I·teJ. a hill as a suh~tilllte f(Jf the one nderrttd 
to tht·m, granting bounty lal1(1R: rf''-Hl a fir3t time. 

MI'. Thomp,D" Inllvl'd til ,u,p"nd the rule. and place 
the joillt resolution, allowing furtlwr time to the Com .. 
misgi()llr.r~, on ils second rending: lost. 

Mr. B;'an~h ollhcd the f"lIow:og re;olution: 
'" That the Secrf'tary or the Treasury be instructed, 

to furnish this House a copy of 1.hf' in.strudions givl~n, by 
him, to the Cnllcctors of the dillerent ports, ji,rbidding 
them to receive, in payment of ,duties, the promissory 
notes of the Governmellt, and bis- reasons fiJr giving such 
instructions: adopted. 

'l'he bill, ineorporating the Colomdo Navigation Com~ 
pany: was tukUI up on its third reading; and, 

On molion of Mr. Billing,ly, referred t'o a Select Com­
miltee of' Three: Messrs. BilJing,ly, Gazley and Meni­
fee, were appointed said Committee. 

On motion of Mr. Husk, the hill granting bounty 
lands \Vas taken up, and read a second tin'1e. 

On motion of Mr. (;ant, the rule' was su<pen<led, and 
the hill read a third time find passed. Tbc title is, 

H An Act amendatory oj the sevqal ordinances, grant­
ing bounty land~." 

A GomCl1ul1iL.::l1.ion from the Anditor, \Va::; Terrel; and, 
On mntiqn of l\Ir. ltusk, rt:fcrrcd to a Special Com­

mittee of Three, WbD were also rcquird L0 examine 
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the A1HlItor:i' office, and I'f'JHJft tberon: the ('(}mrnjt~ee 
are, }(c:::srs. G;:Izley, "Baker and .Jones, of All:Stin . 

. The joint rcsulution to re(luce the rcprc-:('lllJ.tion.of 
this G(;\"ernment at \"~'I:-;hiiJ,S'~ol1 City, W;I"; ."ken up, 
and read <l third time and [hl:<.?d. The li,Ie >" 
"" A J(i::lt Hc:-:ohniol1 requiring the Pn.: .... jtient tel rcdu~e. 

the n~p(:\Sent:liioll of tbis GO\(.:'rIlmen!.. at tb( City qf 
Wnsl!iiJ,~,utl." 
, A jnitlt. [(>l)llltiol1 , ii'om the ~cnatc~ :mthnrizing the 
PrcslJ ,li: to c<lll for p:ll?cr~, &c., \vas taken up; and, 

:On Il',ntion of )11'. Hll.~k, bill on the table. 
The Ilin to incoq){)ratE' the HoU . ...;I(J[I, Colorado ard 

~raz~s H.ail-road COllJpallY was read a third. time, and 
p.as:::e~L ' . 

l'he Ayes awl Xoes bcin3 c"l1c,1 i()r, the yole sto(?!i 
tbus: 

A n::s-~Ie:3sr::. 8pc.ak(~r, B!"Jl~f'r, ,Burk:::oll, ,TIilling;sly, 
(Jazley, Gant, Han!i'pan, lEll, .J()iH~:::, of AU::itin j L~~llh 
Menifee awl Thornton-~2. 

NOEs-~Ic~srs. :Brenan, ,Clark, Dougbss, .Eng~JJh, 
G,l-1o-sby, ~I'Kjnn~y, Pierp(n~t, Power~ llo\vlett, Suthe~-
i"arid and Thompson-I), .' ' ., 

The bill to define the boundaries' of tbe county of 
L,ihcl'ty \yas re:Hl a s,e~owl time; ,and, 
" On motion of }Ir. GinH, ref;':-IT('d to the CODllnittee on 
qqunty Boun{l~lr;es. : . 
", the joiut reS01Uli(!Jl fi)l' \he rC'lici' of ccrta~n persons" 

wa;:; "n'ad a. ~:'!C;J1l([ time; <']lid, 
:. '0:1' n101 inn ~Jr ~\h. Th 0 tIl'p:::on , was rc-c~:HJ1[llitted to 
d:e COlllmittee on Claims and Accounts. . 
\)ll motion 9f Mr. :l?bug~a;,s, 1\1r. Thompson \vas aaacJ 

~d the Committtte on Clair~l~ awl J\CCOlltl.t.:3. .' 

. The act to aniend'the scvel:al tariff' 'laws, was tu.l~~,p 
up; 'imJ, '" 

,()n motion of Mr. l)illil!gsly, bid on the t~,ble. 
·'Tl!() {let to ddine tile -h()und~!rj('::; nr the eonnty of 

Sb_elLy,,~vil~ t;lb'i1up, rE'~J(] asccOl~d time, - .'" 
:\lr. Ro\vlett moved :1ll1c'lld, by t-;trikiw:~ nut fi·om the, 

words ".S04<1 Lake," 'alld in:-:-:crt H l1if:u'l:c:~ E~lst, to .tJic 
boundary Ii;]c h,;\WCCIl ihe ft"pnblle and the United 
S,atee of the North; thence, ,,]on'Y said line,' Sout1J, 10 . 
tlll' Sahine River:" p.i[~jlted, and <!rd~red to be '~n-
~~wi.%ed for a third reading: " " 
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The biiJ relating to district Courts and Judges was 
taken up, allu read a second time; amI, 

On HLdj ion of J\fr. Gazley, reierred to the Judiciary 
Commi1le(~.· . 

Mr. G d"y asked, and obtained leave, to introduce 
a joint re":;illutloD, making an apprvpriation for the ho~­
pital: read a first titT.e. 

On motion of 1I1r. Branch, the House adjourned till 
:I o'clock, P. M. 

TIIREE 0' CLOCK, P. M. 

The House met pursuant to adjourllmcnt. 
There not being a quorum present, adjourned till 10 

o'clock ro-morrow morniJjg. 

THURSDAY, 10 O'CLOCK, A. 1'.'I., Nov. 16 t 1837. 

The HOllse met pursuant to a(~jounlIl~·ent. 
The journal of tile preceding day being Tead, 
Mr. Gazlcy moved tbat tl", Committee on Public 

Lands be required to fcnum Lo this I-louse, all papen 
committed to them: adopted. 

1I1r. Pierpont asked, and obtained leave, to introduc. 
a bill, to exempt. certain property from sale and eXeCll­

tion; reild the first time. 
IvIr. Rusk asked, and obtained leave, to introduce a 

joint resolution for the relief of Samuel J\Ioore: read the 
first time. l-

On motion of Mr. Gazley, the rule was suspended. 
and the hill to authorize the .. Iudge~ of the Di!'tricl 
Courts, to hold Special Terms, in certain C::lses, taken 
up, aud read a second time. 

On motion of Mr. 'fhompson, the 2J section ""as 
a.mended by adding, "upon information oein,8' given." 

,- On motion of .Mr. Gazley, the following proviso W'IS 

added to the b.slaection: 
H Proridfd, That this la\\' shall not extelld to (urv 

County wbereiu tbere Ul,'ly be a jail buill, hy the cnullt~:', 
fur the :"(1.1e kc('ping of CTllllillai~.l' 

On !VII'. Gazley's motiou l the rule ·was 3usp(';ndeJ, awl 
the bill read a tbinl time an,1 l,,~"scd. 
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The Aves "ut! Noes being c"lleu ior, the Yote stood 
thus: ' 

AYE:-,-.J.l('s3rs. Bllrlc:-3on, Dilli!J~;.:l.Yl BrelUtll, Clark, 
Dougla~:-;, (-jaziey, Grig:;by, Hardiman, JUIlE.':;;. or _.-\ustin; 
Lumpkin, .l.\l' Kjnn(~y, Pattun, Pierpont, Ponton, Power, 
Rusk, Lto\vlctt, '1'h()tl1p.son (lu(l 'l'llornton-19. 

NOEs-.Messrs. ~p{-'ukt:r, Brancb, EIi,~li:-:=h, Gilnt, Hill, 
Jack, Linll, ~Ienitce, iliid ;:;uthcrland-D. 

The I ide is, "An Act L<J autiJorize the J uc13"cs of the 
Di~trict COUl!S to hold bpecial 'l'erlll:;, in certain cases 
there!l) nallH'd." 

Lca\c of' absence \va.:; granted to ':\1r. Tarrant, for five 
dc,,',. 

"fl'he hill cleftlling the boundaries of the county of 
~hellJy wa~ takeD up: read a third tiwc, and passelL 
TJw tlIlc i:-;, 

"An .. Act to <lcfine the bountlaril's of the county of 
bhc1!n;." 

TIJ~ act to authorize the President to call 1(1l' papers, 
&c. &c., \~ a:-; taken up; and, on )Ir. Gant's motion, laid 
on the tah]e. 

Tbe bill creating the County of Fort Dend wa,o laken 
up, and rC::"Jl a secuud ti:ne. 

On IlOtion of 1\11'. Jack, all after the ,vnrd "and," to 
the end of the section, was stricken out of the :'t'colld 
s€<.:ti{)n, arid" that tlw Di~trjt:t Courts ~ball oe bolden 
on tim b::;"L Moudays in FetJ1 uary £-!ud Aug~::;1., of each 
year ," ilJ::;I~'rLCd. 

"" On Ilwl 011 of .Mr. Jones, of Austin) the follo\Yin~ seC' 

tiOll '''', a <Idee! to I he bill: ~ 
"Tkll the cOlUltie, IJf Aust.ir. ant! Fort Bt'llJ, shall 

t;nm (Ill(' ~~(.)nfLtoria.l Di:"trict." 
011 lllnt inti of "II'. Ba.ker, tbe words, " an act org;1I1izing 

lnf'-:ri()f C(HlrL:::" \\'C'l"C t;trickcn out, ulHl1.iJe wnl~d::-;, Han 

act c:rt'dtin,,{ tile COLlflty of Hou3ton)' ilJsertcd ~ \vhich 
wa,'::, 

On wolio!] or 1'I1r. Bal":(lr. I'cfl'nT{l 10 a f:p~'(-i111 Com" 
mittce- or '1'W(I>, consistiw.,:' of -'Ie:-:srs. Jo tlc::-; , or Austin, 
ant! J,I.("k. '-

Mr. Ja<:k ;j.·,d\.ed, amI ohtnill{'d leave, to Introduce a 
hill. ti)!, t1.H.' rclief of the ottleen aud CH-l\V of the .'3cIJOoner, 
IndepemlPnce, &c.: read the tir~t time' ; alld, 

On. ~ll()tj()n Ill' :\I1'. .Ji:"cl~, dIe rule W;t:'o :3lHIJPndcci, and 
the bdt read a second limC'. 
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On motion of !\Ir. Rusk, the word "citizens" wall 
stricken out, and the words H officers, sailors, and sol.· 
diers," inserted. 

On motion of ilIr. Jack, the rule was suspended, and 
the bill read a thirl! time and passed. The title is, 

"A JOlnt ResolutLon for the relief of certain persons, 
therein nn.mcll." 

~Ir. Hillillgsly asknu, and obtained leave, to introduce 
a bill, c()mpcn~alil1g soldiers of San Jacinto: read the 
first tilIl(~. 

~fr. Jones, of Austin, rnoved to refer it to the Commit­
tee on Ci)1ll11V DOllndarlf-'s: lost. 

The jniul r~~s(Jlul inll to l'O[Hpl~nsat.e certai L1 persons, &c., 
\vas tiil{t-'n up, and rC;ltl a ,S('l'oL1(l tllllP.; and \"a8, 

On Ulolioll uf lUr. Bilkt'r, illddilJiteiy postponed. 
'l'be juiut resolutioll) ti'om tbe ;O:;cllalp., autborizing cer­

tain printing, &c., WHS taken llP, and feud a set;ond 
time. 

On nintion of "l\r r. GiLllt, " 1 S:3G" was inseru~d, prece­
ding J,:-;:},'l. 

011 l11i)1 ion or :\Ir. Gazle,r, ordered to he (~ll!!,To.;;;:3ecl for 
"thinl • '-

1Ir. Burleson, (be Hou", adjourned till 

THREE 01CLOCK, 1'. I{. 

Thr~ Houge tnPl pur~lJant to adjournment. 
TIle lJiH to organize: tbe 1\lilitia \vas t,11"P11 up) and 

read n second I illlf-;. 

OJ! lflotinll of .Mr. Rusk, the words "Bri,gadif~r Gene­
fal" \verc trLlll~pO~l::d, ~o as to precede" A.djutallL Gene­
raL" 

On motion of i\Jr. Hll~k, the \vord "C()mllli~snry" was 
added to the second .section; i:lnd the words H Aid-de­
Can~p to tbe Assistant AlVul.ant General," stIick,cn out. 

The \von1, "assista.nt," \vas stricken out of the 6th sec­
tIon, and" fit and proper persons" inscrtcJ; awl the 
words, "one 3d Lieutenant," inse-rtc<.t in the 7th sec­
tion. 

The \vonb, "A:3-.",istant Adjutant General," were 
strick(:n out of tlll~ 8th ~(·(·tion, awl tll(~ word, "ccrtiii­
cates," .. qll:-:titutl'd ltl[" rt,t'l'ipt~.)l 

The retl1:..tinderoft.be .;ecliotl, h-um the 'iV"o:d, "c'li'ctioD"" 
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was stricken out; ardd the words, "one certificate to be 
sent to the Coullty Clerk, one to the SecretalY of War, 
and one to the A(GUldiJL Gener31." ... 

The words, '" Adiuta!!~ General," were stri .. l,en outor 
the 9th sec:tioD, anj', "n .... o Captains, to be elf. pointed by 
the AdjuL;;, ee'leraJ," inserted; and the baLtilcc of the 
section, from tbe ,,,nrc! I: vote," was stricken out. 

In section 10, the word "Pavmaster,'~ stricken out, 
and the worJs, "Commissaf't ~;,rergeant-~l:Jj()r. Quarter­
Master Sergeant, <-l'l.J Commissary 8crgeanL,') ill::Jertetl. 

Mr. Patton nJOved to strike O~lt" musicians,~' from the 
11th sectioll : lost. 

On motion or :llr. Hu,k, "30" was inserted, instead of 
·'50," and u 70,11 illstead of "7'5," us the nlltlll)r~r of men 
to form olle Lonr '.lflY, in the same sectioll. 

The \\ or<h, "be liable to trial, and puni-hed as a 
deserter," were added to the encl of sccli()11 12; 'land 
accepts," "\YQS inserted ;lIfer the \vord "elected," in the 
same sectiun. 

On i\Ir. Billingsly's motion, "knapsacks and haver· 
sacks," were stricken out oftbe 14th section. 

)fr. ThotrlI"nn moved t.o strike out" member, of Con­
gress anJ their 0fficcrs," fi-om the 15th sec1.Loll. 

The Ayes an!l Noes on the question being called for. 
the vote stood tb LlS : 

A.YEs-i\ic~t'r~. Baker, Brenan, Hill, Jones of Austin; 
Linn, Menifee, ~l'Ki[lllt'Y. Patton, Sutherland, Thomp­
oon-10. 

NOEs-lIfossrs. Speaker, Bmnch, Burleson, Billingsly, 
Clark, Douglass, English, Gricrsby, Gant, Hardiman, 
Jack, Lumpkin, Lcwi:.;, Pierpon~, Ponton, Po"\Yer, Rusk, 
Rowlett awl 'l'hornton-18: lost. 

"AU persons engaged carrying the mail," were 
stricken out, '-'.lId .111 ., Ul!1 it carriers" inf:erteci. 

On mOll(J;l c!' ~1r. JOI!ef', of Austin, the \yords u $10, 
or morc th:l~t :~lOe," were inserted, in place of $100, or 
more than 8200." 

The word" 810, or more than $100," were also in­
sened, in place (jf " ::noo, or more than $200." "of.) 
for more than S100," were stricken 'out, ~nd "3, or 
tnore than ~iJ,~' insertcc b the 16th section. ' 

-The renliLindcrui' the sccticln, after the word "Gounty," 
was stricken out. "Justice of the Peace" was stricken 
out, and" Judge" inserted. 
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On motion of Mr. Jack, the words, "one day in each 
month, were struck out, and "once ever\, hvo months" 
irtserted. oJ 

"':Vhich fines, shall be paidinlo the County Treasury " 
.. .ere i USP-rLcd at the last of t he section, 

"Tile \Y()f1I)~, "ant"!, b0.1ia[llc 10 be tried-and pt:nishcd 
as a deserter, ,H'TO Itl~{H1.cd. 

On !~lot.i()n of LVlr. BillirJgs.ly, the 'ivords, "be forever 
di2f,anchisctl, anJ deprived of all the privileges of a 
citizcn,ll wefe stricken out. 

Tile· ..,;v()rd~, "or furnish an able-bodied subst.itute," 
were :n~('rt0d in the ::.:ame spctioL1. 

On wotion, .Mr. n"i11ings.Iy':; motioll \V;!)S n~c{)nsidercd; 
and llle Ayes and L\'ocs being called for, on the adoption 
of the ~;llllf:;', ~looci thus: 

AYE~-;Hf'::~,r.s. Bilker, Billil1,~· .. d'y, Clark, English, 
GrigsiJ)', Gant, IIardinJi1ll, Jad;::, Linll, Le\vis, !\.Ienifee, 
~l'l'G)]ncy, Pi(:rponL nncl Pontotl-1t. 

j\'oF.:t'-~Ic,,::,·m::;. Branch, Bllr1c"nll, Drcn:1n, D~)Ugla3[';, 
Hdl, JOlll':':, of AUi'tin; LLllllpkin, Pat10Il, Po\vcr, Husk, 
Row jett, ~Lll bt'rhnd ,lIld Thorulo11-- L;~~: ;-H!()I)led. 

Otll11o;inn or )11'. Jilcktbc Y~'()rd::\ "or v(Jlut1leering~~ 
were addr.:d 1.0 lhe 21~t E'e<"tinn: tlrc words "awl the 
nam,>; .of IlIo;u ucl"iif>,I.b"ll be furni,ltcd 10 the Bri­
gade i\bjor, tor cnn:=.;olid,Ltinn, and E:('nt h1" llilD to thp 
Adiul:ll1t G2tWra~" wprc iu:-{'rtcd in th(-: ;2:!nd scc:tinn: 
H!l~j till; r("naindcf of tho scctiOll W.:1:3 strid:cll out after 
the word "rem,lin." 

On ~lr. Ihk(·:r'i3 motion, the \yord "civil" \Va:-; 
t!itricl"Cll (llJt of tlw 24.Lh f'(~ction; aIHl also tlw \\·ord;.; 
"shall be ('Illied in r<1nk, to the pcr"Ol1 to he 1 ried ," were 
stricken Ollt, utlll "not won.; tbnn half sb:dl Le i-nferior 
to him iu ranI.;:," '.\"(,:'1'2 a~'3f) struck out. 

The rCll1:Lindcr of t1W ~7th section was stricken out 
from the W;)f(t '" authority." 

Section 28 was stricken out. 
ThE woru, " Aid Je Ca.m p," was stricken out of sec­

tion 30. 
J\fr. Unsk moved to insert, in 29th SE'CtiO;l, "a COP.i' 

ot:" in the first line; and !o stril\(' \Jut [rllm tlJe W{),'/ 
"~W,:' j.l IIIC :],l to" it/' in till; lith litH" awl inf:'i-:t 
H sha.ll 1)1' iJ ::, :,d')pre(i. 

'fhl.' ;Ullrl'Hil, ~,;,OOO, \Va::, na Thfr. Dillingsly's lTi()ij(.I;'~ 
1:2 
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~trickcn cut, and "82,000" inserted, in section 30. 
Mr. Rusk moyetl to reconsider: lnst. 
On motion of Mr. n!l~kl the \\ onls: "to the l\[ajnr-Ge­

neral anJ Sl'crctnrvof \Var," ,vere ills\~rlcJ aitf.f the 
word, H rl';:;,ron~Ll.)1e·~n ill the 33d section; nnd the ba­
lance of the seeri:)]l stricken out, atler dIe word "only." 

0:1 mulio!] of -;\i r. Husk, tlJC hou~e adjuurnecl t11110 
o'clock, to-[Il(]rnnV 1l1Orning. 

[<'I{l/).\Y, 0 O'CLOCK, A. 1\1. Nov. 17, 1837. 

I'll'':> TT()l1-W [l]('1. pnrsuant tn a.djournmcllt. 
Tb(~ ,i~"JrlPtl or tlw prect:ding (by lJcing' read, 
I'lr. Pa110n rre::f'llted the l)ctitiun of Pru.::pcct ~PCoyt 

whicll. 
Ou mntinn of Mr. Dillin,!!f>Jv, \va~ refi:::rretl to tIle Com­

mittee on Cl:litIl:' c1lld Accou·'lIts. 
:i\lr. Ch~z:l(~y pl'cscrfled the petition of John Bnman. 

wbieh \V{l~, 
011 lI1otlOt1 of l\l r. Branch, rcflTrcc1 to t1:.0 Com­

mittee nn :\liliti1ry AH;lir~. 
Mr. Ru:-:k, fro[~l It If' ('nmrni1lcp 10 \\'hnm \YD.:'; rcfcrreJ 

the chilll of' T. B. M 'Ul\P, jj jc)iut resohtion f(1f 

his relief: \vllich was 1"(-'::<1 tile timl'. 
1\1r. G<lzlcy, fi"(lm l];c ~('h-'Ct C()U"lmitt!?p, to \vhom was 

rcfclTPd tltp ;:bil11 of J. J;ll!.'l:;\lI()n~ n:porleJ a bill fl.)!" hii 
reli<d~ wbich wa::, fe',ll! <1111'3t lirlH-~. 

1\Ir. Bmneb a'3l.;:~d, lind nbtaillcd leave, tn iiltrnduce 
ajo;IJt rr.solUlinn, tn rC(Jllirc the ~l'crc!<l\·y()r \\':;1' to Jiil­
eh:lJ"g,c (,f'rI,lill oiljcpr:.; urthe Army, &(,,: ]c;:d tbc Lst time. 

I\1'I:'. C~llJt lU(J\('rl, IlJ<l1: 11)(' .J~ldi("i:,:-\' C()lnm:uee he 
rcq1.H'~I('d 10 ]"('port to the II()n~r', til:' IIii1 r;'l" repealing 
the C'b;it1c'r oj' ,:iL: 'I'CX<lS n~lil-r():i(J, ~it\"if..!!lon lind 
Bankillp' CnrnprlIly, nlJ :Jfnn:by ll('xt: 

Mr. D011[d(J:-:;-; ()il~-r('d ttl\'; JidJr)\\ : 
"'l'h,!t r~f) further bu:;j;w;-;s he II up un:il all tbe 

huslTl{':-:~ C~ fjr!ishf'd, th~t is bellne the house ilt prcsenl; 
read tilPlir·t time. 

A L"OrnmuniL:U.1jon from the Audilor was received and 
read; (wei. 



On motion of Mr. Billingsly, referred to the Comm,­
tee on Ways ana 1\.[eans. 

On motion of Mr. Gazley, Messrs. Douglass, i'outh­
erland an(1 I1.o\vlctt Wt~re added to tbe committee 10 ex­
amine tlw Auditor's office. 

Tlw Joint RC:-'Idmiull [rom tbe Senate n.uth()rizin~ the 
prill! i!]g of ct~riailJ 1.(1\\"5, &c., wa:'!; rei.ul a third time 
;;md ril~sed, rllld, . 

Me:;.,;;,r.", Uazel.y ~JI1{l Br:lnch \Vt'rc appointed the Com-
mi!1t'(' (llJ lh(~ p~!r[ of dle' Tfol1:::c llier('illn,lt)wd. . 

Till' bill ()r~'anizillg the ~lilitia Wtl::i tuken up on Iti> 
.. wel!IHI 

011 :l1'llion ~\Ir. BiUin~.;:ly, so much of the first ~f'C-
tion [1:' rr};lk'~\3 tile l\Yn Bri~adi('1' GC'l!{'rals elective by 
Joint \(lte of COlJ,~TC.':3, \Y;tS :,trickC'n out. 

Otl motion 01' ~lr. nillin~:-h', lilb \Yords "s}lall be 
t~leclC(l IJv tho.sc :lllb jCl't to [~)ili'tia (iul v 'In tbe. Brigade" 
~.\"cn~ il1s~rted after'til!: \Yl)rd:3 .. two' Ihigttdier Gcner­
uls. l1 

Mr. HiliLlc.·~·lv 11](1\"(:11 tl) ckcL the )In.inr General in 
the .-'::JlLH' '_. (lud, 

TIl'; .-\.yc::, ~~lk'" bf'i!l::!,' l'~tlled for, the vote stood 
!.hus, -

AYEs-Mcs;;rs. P~e~l\('r\ Brallch, BllrlC,30n, ililling"9-
ly, Bn>nan, Ellglish, GriQsi>v, Gant, H<lrclrlti~lll, IIII!. 
M'KiJJtH~Y, Piei:rol\t~ Po\,"cr:, Husk, lluwlctt, :Suther­
land, :mtl ThOlnpsoll-L7. 

I\(J[';s-,·l\1CS::iI'S. Bilker, Clark, Douglas:?'1 Gazk:Yl 
Jonesor .:-\u3ti!l\ Jack, Linn, Lumpkill, Mcuifee, Patton, 
and Puntoll-ll; [ull)ptcd. 

On tllotiotl of \11'. Hllrlt'::!on, n~fi::rrcd to the Comrnit­
tee 011 Militarv Afl',ir,. 

Leave bci~~p: granted, i\f r. Gazley introclucpd a bill 
r?l:u'lng to lhc .Cbartcr of tbe Texa.~ Rail-road NLl.viga­
tlOl1, and J?ankltlg Company; read a fi.r~t time, and, 

.On malton Mr nu~k referred to tbf!, Judiciary Com­
nnUpe, 

On Hlotion of "Ir. Jones, of Aust.in, thE"! hill crcatin~ 
tht~ eonntry of F'ayettc W,15 1,11;;:('11 111', and, "-

On motIOn of .'Ir. Billing:::lv reli-:rrC'd to;l. Select Com­
mittc(-~ of tlJref' :\It',.::.sr~. Dilli'lJ~~ly, JIt~ni[ee, and Burle~ 
Bon \HTn appniJlrcd S:lid CotnlllitV~('. 

O~t rn')tio!l (If' ~rr. Patton, .\Ir. JOlJCS or Austin was 
added to the COll1[IJitLe(~. ' 
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Un motion of Mr. GJnt, Mr. HiH WJS utltlp(1 to tbe 
samt:. 

On motion nr~\Ir. Rikt~r: ::\Tr. Ponton \Y:l:-: :1I30 cH.ltled. 
Thp bill "utll()rizi:l.~ tlJC Pn~,;idcnt 10 Cd.ll for papcr5, 

&c •• \\'(1:; lakelL U:} Olt iL; .~('c:)[}d 1'1...' t(iiIJ.'~, <1nd, 

On motioll or 1\\1'. Hu.-::.k, rtlerrcJ tll the Cummittee oa 
Ways awl :\klll.'. 

Leave h(-'in.'~ gr;~[1tcdj :'IlL n~E!:" (~rTr\:O,.1 il .luiut reso­
tJtinn to pay tilL cbiUl o( H{Jlland Cpflt.'e, & Cu: read a 
tr8t time, <Jnd, 

On hi.:-; motion, the rule wa3 suspe!)(:etl and the bill 
read a :c:('CtJtlf.l tir~w. 

J\Jr. G:tnt 1l10\"t"a to refer it to tbe C()rrllni~L(:'c On Indiaa 
AfLir:--; l()~t. 

Oil motion J\II'. (If .TOIlC'S, of AU.s'.in, the' rule \V:iS sus-­
r"'2~ld!~d, ,Jnd tile Lill rc,1(l <J !hird ti:!lc, anl1IJCi:o:::-ea. 

Tlw title is "AJoiut Hcsolutiun I"()r the f(Jief ofHol~ 
bnd CnfTl'c, & Co." 

On motion of Mr. Husk, the HOlloC adjourned til 
3 o'clock, P. l\o1. 

THREE O'CLOCK, F. M.. 

The 1-Iouse met pt1r~llant to ur1.lou:nmcl1t. 
An act n~lating to FiIlance, and to provide a circul&~ 

ling medium, wa..; takf'D up. 
On motion of l\lr. Thomps')n the House went into 

Commillep of the whole upon the t\VO bills on }l~inance. 
reported by tlw COllltnitlee. 

Ou mntion of l\lr. 'l'hnmp:wn, the Commitle'c rose and 
r€porlt-·d Lfl\~ hill as <ldoptcd, lO t.he I-I()ll~e, nnJ 1 

On bi3 motion, lbe,bill \vas taken up on its se<';olld read­
Illg-. 

Mr. Iluok IWlved tillt the r"port of th" lll"jnrity of the 
t'OmLllittt't; to "lWrTl 1 he Finance hill:; \Yl-'rt' rf'il~ITcJ be; 
taken np; decided 10 be out of order. 

Mr. Hu;:k Ll1()\"{'cl 111:11 the Hou::.-c gl) into Committee 
oftlw wbole upon illt' !Jill ullcler cfJII:,idf'ra1ion; 

The Aves UHrl ~U('3 lwill!)" called ti)r, the vote stood 
thu~," - 0 

AYE8---i)f(>;3~rs. Baker, Brallch, Billiu,:.!.,:-:.ly, Clark, 
(.Jazky, .JOIH:S of An:;:.tin, .Jnck, LitJn, Luml)kin, Lewis., 
MCKintwy, P,l:tr![], Pierpont, Po[]ton, Power, llu::;k, 
and ThoffJlon-.17. 
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NOEs-Messrs. Speaker, Burleson, Brenan, Doug­
lass, English, Grigsby, Gant, Hardiman, Hill, Menifee, 
filutherland, and Thompson-12. 

Mr. Rusk in the chair:-
Mr. Rusk called Mr Thompson to Ihe Chair, and 

lDoved Ihatthc Committee rise and repO/tthe bill with· 
out amendment', and rHurn the two other bills to tha 
Ho","; adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Thompson, Ihe House adjourned 
till 10 o'clock, to morrow morning. 

SATUIWAY, Nov. 18, 1837. 

The Hou:;c met pursuant to adjournment. 
The jdurnal of the plcceding day heing reud, 
l\fr. Baker ch:lirman of the CommitH~(~ Oil Count ... 

BourdOlries t repurtcd the bill to d{~lille the houuciarie"'s 
of the county or Li!)f:rl.v, w!th amclldmrnt..::. 

Otl 1!1OLion of ~Ir. TiJoLDp.son, Ip:lyt-~ ofah3cnce f()[ the 
remainder of t!](~ :'c3o:.ioll \va:; gmutcd to i\Ir. \Valkert 
on aCCoullt of ill health. 

It-fr. JOtlC;S, of Brazoria) clnirmatl oCtlh: Sclf-'ct Com­
mittee to whom WaS. rd{~rrE.'d the unf:nished business of 
the la~l ~(''':;L{)n of tht: nr:st Congre:;s, reported the fol­
lowing bills and re~olu[jolls: 

" A hill fixiug the salaries of TIevcnue Officers." 
"A bill to ascl~rt<Lin the public uIJnlaitl.'1 
U An act for the relief of Grecnherry Logan." 
" An act establi:;;hing a Medical Boanl.H 

"A Joint n.csolution pointing out the method of au­
thenticating Deeds." 

,. A Joint H.csolutioll appointing a board of Commis­
lioner~ to investigate Land Titles.H 

" A Hcsnllltioll calling on the Secr~.tary of State for 
iniormatirm rC,'3pecting Gen. T. J. Chambers;" which 
lVere alllaill 011 the table. 

~Ir. Hu . .,k, from the m:~jorily of the Committee to whom 
Ill" Filllllc>" BilLi \Vcr" rcicrreJ, b,ll1ueu in n repon 
which wa:'; bill 011 thr: t.tblt'. 

Mr. J ;ncs of AlHtill, ko", the Select Committee I., 
·12 
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whom was referred the bill to create the County of Fort 
Bend, rcported the same without amendment. " 

Mr. Douglass, chairman of the Committee on Claims 
.and Accounts, rcponed in favor or allow;ng Henry 
Millard five dollare per day for services as Commission­
er to treat with til. Lndi1.113, ,md, 

A Joint Rcsolminn fixing the con!pcll~ "Ilion of Indian 
ComlDissioner~; rcad a first time. 

Mr. Gaz!ey introduced a bill to incorporate the Bank 
of Texa::,; read ,} {ir~t .tinK'. 

~rr . .rone's, nt" Br,Lzoi'i'l introdu<..:ecl a hill to unite in 
one the Navy and \Var DqxlrtnlPllt::: :~' rp(ld ., f~:'~l :;me. 

~,!r.13ra:<h intr,;Jlwl'cl a hill fut i~t2 rL:~~i' \,f C. llilli~ 
brant, arcotnpa.!licd with voucher:::, &c.; wbicb \Y[13 read, 
and, 

On his motion. referred to a Select committee of three, 
.\1C':3:3f8. Tltornto'n, Lutnpkin and Dn'[Jan, \\"(~rc appoint­
ed sai(l Committee. 

On motion of Mr. Patton, Col. Pinckney Caldwell 
'Was invited to take a seat in the Hous.e, and~tbr. ~peak­
er (endered the thanks of this H(lUSC to him, for 1.is long, 

.. per~evering, and invaluable services in the cause of 
~ 'rex as. 

Mr. Jones, of Austin, inlroflucerl a bill to provide for 
the taking of the census of the j{qmolic; read a first 
time. 

Mr. Hill introduced a bill to define the boundaries of 
Wasbinwon eounty; read a first time, and referred to 
the COlTlmittce on County Buut1l1aric!;. 

l\1r. Jones, of Bn:1zoriu, introciuce(t a bill to i 11corpo­
rate the Texas Steam Mill Company; reo.d a first 
time. 

On motion or "1\lr. Branch a select committee oCthree 
was appnintC'd 1..0 r(;"'i'j"~e "the bill t'llti!ll'd An Act to 
rai:;::c a n'\Tnuc by (\irp<.;t taxationt UIl1l rq)()rt by bill 
or otberwi2C', ~Ic 3:~T;'. Branch, Pierpont nnd l lower, 
were appointed dIe Cnminittcc. 

Mr. Husk illtro<iucccl a Jilint Hcso!ution for the re­
lief of Ellen ()1.Dnn()v:::m; rcaJ iL first time, and, 

Ou his mntinL1, the Yllie \ViU~ sLJspcnlieci, and the bill ' 
rea,l a ~ccond and thi~c1 time anti passed. 

The lltle IS "A JOint Itcsolution for the relief of 
.~llen O'Donovan." 
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Mr. Rowlett introduced a hill providing fiJr the Assea­
.ors of Direct Tax to take tbe Census; read a first timE"'. 

Mr. Gazley introduced a bill to 3mendthe law regu­
lating the acknowlpdgement of Deeds; read a first time. 
O~ motion of Mr. [to we the orders of the (lay were 

taken up. 
A mcssogc \v(~s received fi'om the Senate, informing 

the Iioutie I hat they hud concu rred in a. joint resolution 
f(Jr the relief of Ellen U'Donovan, originating in this 
House, , 

Thp f()llowing communication from the Secretary or 
the Tre<l~lJry, wa.'; then read to the Hom;e. 

Aa fo110\v3:-

Tn.EA~eHY DEPAltT:\IENT, ~ 
City of H')Wi(un, J.YOl1. lu, lE<:'7.) 

GENrI,EME)J",-ln compliilncc with [L resolution from 
your b()(ly, lln~ler datr~ (jf tbn l:')th i~I'·.t., reqlliring me 
i'J tr:ll1stflit a copy of rny ill:-:lrLJl'li,~ll,; l() 11:8 Coli..:ctors 
of th~~ diHf:~rC'llt P{)rt~, init1rLlling tlwlll that tbc promisso­
ry Hote;:; of the <30\emIl:ell! /lOW Iwing i~;"'J\-~d cOllld ~ot 
be r('c.:-~iv('d fur JUlic3, to,2ctbcr with Illy rCa,;Ol!S tor giv­
ing such instructinns, &c.- &c. 

Under date oftlle Gth of tbe pre;-:;cllL lllOnlb, ill:";l.ruc­
tions \yere tranS[IJilh~d from this dcp~rtnwnt to the col­
lectors of the port::; of Galvc~ton, Brazos allel Matagonla .. 

_'b lollows:-

uDEAn. SIll-I kno\v tl](' opinion pri;\'ail:'ll generally, 
that the prorni:::.o:::ory not:;:,; oftbc GovernmcTlt, no\v being 
jssned, will be rccci\-cd ["til· duties a:-: \vpll as all ot'bcr 
public dues. This idc>:), ho\yc\'-er, isP,ITon,'oll~ n::; I'nay be 
~t~en by the LU\Vii themscly['s. ·Tbe Promi5sory Note 
Law passecJ on the 9th of June hst, and the Tariff' on 
the 12th ant! being tho last, tbe other could not af­
fh,t it; and the reVCnL1CS ari:3illg from impl)~t duties, 
were f'~peejally Dppl'npr!atcd for a parill'ubr ol~j(>ct you 
will, ·thcrci(xc, in no case "t~('('iYt: Il](·m [rH' duf ii's." 

y, ,y H:'·'ITl'lrully, 
111<:1\11)' ::;~IITH, 

8("f;rUa 1";1 (1' lite Tr(~(J!.;ury4 
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.. On the 13th of the same month. his Ex~ellency the 
President, instructed me to countermand tbe abov., 
order. which was done on the some day, by the follow­
ing communication being transmitted to the same offi­
cers, severlllly, as above." 

H Dear Sil':-lrl my last communication to you, I noti­
fied you '.!:ftt in coui()rmity \\'i!b the f"xi:-:;ting laws, that 
the prom;:i;3vry noles of the Government, now being 
issuf'J, ,!,.{)uld 110t be ret:ci\cd li)r dUlles. His Excel­
lency the Prcsidt'llt, bf:l~ i!l:::-tlllcteJ me, hn\Vev~r, to­
noti(y you that tbc:y woulrllll' ITt:ei\'ed ,l6"Casb, and you 
will ~hl!rer(}rc be g;J\'f'~'ljl'd ;J('I.:(.rdi!:.p"ly." 

"Yery lic:;pecl[iilly," 
HEl\Jty S~IITH, 

SCCTettlT!J '-if the Treasury. 

°In a previous commnllicalinn m:Jde to both I-Iouse. 
of Congress, at an early pcrirHJ of tile crtlled session, I 
mentioned the confiict whidl I cOl1:'3idered as existing 
in the provisions of certain L:l\Y~, with a hope that they 
wou1d take such ilction ilS the circumstances of tbe case 
ieemf'o to Te(luirc, "\yhich \y()uhl JI[)t only hase screened 
me Ji-OlTI all con:-;cip,ntioLl'3 sCfllpll's, b~lt. at the same 
time have n:li~vcd me fl-mIl the di::;agrc<lble imputa­
tions of arbitrary mi.-.:rule. At the first ses~ion of 
the Gell~,:rnl C()ll,:jrcs~, I urged that body to organ .. 
ize the DcpartlD811t OVf'r which I preside by a laW 
prescrihing tbe gelleral dutic:3 of the illcurnbeot, which 
however, was D(,Ver dotw, ullli I h:1\-e been left to 
infer, from anu.log-y, alone, \vh,tt my propcr d llties 
as the hea,1 of thQt upp"rtment shollle! be. e~cept 
wlwll f:prcial [Id~ of' tlH~ C0t1!~;rC133 h:lye specified (Iuties 
to b(~ pcriin-mt,J. And such Spt'Ci'll acts I.lwvc c\·cr en­
deavored to exeCl.lte in tl](' 1)(';:;1. or !ll\- ahi111.i(.~.-;. 'fhUJ 

~itu;:ltf>cJ, ,It till! hC'rld uf a Ul'p:!nmcL;t, \\"itbout proper 
organiz:lti,ltl, or (lilY law a~ n g"it' .. 1 rille of ;}('tiOfl, I bave 
ever considered my·,!'l!' f.;UhjL't"t II 1~:' dictatinn of the 

,Chief Executive, \~ho w;ls'dir,·crly J[ 'f)-!Il~ible, even if 
hi~' opinions were in direct (;pp·):::fll('!l t~) my o\vn. 

"On examination of tlte l(~l!v\\'lllg Laws passed at 
the hst session,. it will be l:3eC!1 1 h:lt they 80 much con-
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tlict in their rrovi~irms, that, under existing circumstan­
ces, they t:annot all he executed u.s contelJIlliated by 
their p!'OyjSiOll'::. J 

.. The Jaw li,[ cOlI,ojidating and fundin~ the Public 
Debt, the Promissory Note Law, nnd the Tariff, Hre the 
law; alluded til. It will be found that the Law I<> 
}~und, and the Promissory Note L,t\v, pnssed anterior to 
the Tarin; and th"t tbe Tariff is specific in its prnvis­
ions re(lilirin,~ dlltif's to he paid ill g()lJ, silver. or such 
f:Uffcnl Hatll.;: r:1pPl', as Ilw authorities, from timn to lime. 
,.,bouhl direct, and tbp proceeds at i:-,ing {j-om imp(:st and 
tonagr' du!ic~ \Ycrc e.pp cially flpprllpriateJ fill' the pay­
m;~(]l {lIthe inlerf.':';t of l11c FUtl .. ll~ll Debt, being cll;Jrged 
specially \vith tile (,xccuii()~1()flhe FUllding and Promisso­
ry NOll~ L'l'.v,-=<, and J\lul\viug L1mt, if u cunfEct in their pro­
v13iou3 diLl not (~xi:::;t in Elct, a tiH'cefl cOllslructi()n of the 
ProlDi~~ory Noto La\v woul<l bri~)g it abDUl, nud breed 
di3cnrltcnt and cll!l!"usinn, n circl]m~t(j::ce ill wbich Ihavo 
nOl bl'<,n di:-"lppoillWd. J d~cm('d it prudent tow;:i\f':the 
execlltion of' ('jtbe!' \ladl tLc Pt'C'3(,flt COHgrf':::s would be 
in sc~~jon and CUlT tbe evil. It \\-as notll]), oLjcct or in­

tention to disolwy pjLjj(~r oC tbd h\v~, but, if' p:):::-:ihle, to 
preservpanll CXf:'(!utc uoth, tl.::. the one was a~ obligatory 
as the oth(~r. The Funding Law was the only provis­
ion made fi)r the relief of tbe mass of the [)ubli" eled­
itors, a oJ :18. I concci\'cd less c'nerous OIl the (3o\'crnmrnt 
than the other. 1 view it as a standing cnntr(lcL on the 
part of tlH~ Governtnent, fur an pllhlie Lfeditors who 
tnigllt choose te, aLcert its pnwi::;iot1s, and [In infringe-­
m('nt madn OLl the aplH'opriations ~~t ap,lrL flJr llJe pay· 
InC'nl of the itltl~re~t, a~ a bn-'rtch .of faith on the part of 
the Goverunwnt. I have bCC'll coerced to the execu­
tion of the Proll1lssory \'olP Law, atH] hence the m.~ees­
aity, as I cotH.:eive, ot' ji';$uing to the Collectors the j(XC­
going illhihiwry qrder, ti)r the protection of the Funding 
La\v, as it must be a tllalter clear, and hpvonc1 a doubt, 
that Ih~ COllgress never did intend that th~ Promi:;sory 
Noles of this Government t'lliould be p:1id fi)r !nlCfcst 00 
the Funded Df"!i>t, ilS it \yolll(l at once he ruising" it 
from tl!ll to i\"'('i~ty p~~r C(A[]1. 11. i~ extr('mdy llIl!llcaf.:1.lUl 

La tbe llltlCll()n:lry to he required, ill !lic diJ-
char'2c I:;~ dUl i(::-;, t.o execute, 1:"I.\V8 so ('~'mplcx if I their 
n:iturc all,\ prl)\i.-::.iofls as not only to caU down ct'l1;:;ure-



142 

from the law make1's them.elves, but at the "arne time to 
create public excitement, and heap upon him the abuse. 
and anathumas of Lhe whole eommunity. 

" In i:"5l1JinO'the loregoin(T inh\uitory prdcr, I congcjen~ 
ciously belie;e I was righ~ and acting in the la wl'ul di .. 
charge of Illy duty. And in issuing the ~ounterm.nd 
which irTlTIlcdiate1y followed, I a],'o c()nsillpred I wu 
right, as it was ordered by my superiur wh~ aSilumen 
the responsibility. Having taken a cursory VIew of the 
subject matter contained in the resollltion from your hon .. 
orable body, the fiJrc,g-oJog ?-re ~ubmitted as the princi .. 
pie reasons which induced me to issue the order refer, 
red to. 

U Hoping they will prove satisfactory, I subscribe my­
self, 

" Gctlllcmen, 

(Sig"ed,) 

"Very respectfully, 
'~Yollrohe(fient scn'ant, 

"HENRY S!'\llTH. 
"Secretary of tlte ~rIe(fJfIJr1j. J' 

'On 1i11otion of Mr. Rusk the cornmunication was refer· 
';"d to the Committee of Ways<and Means. 

On motion of Mr. Rusk it was 
"Resollxd That the Secretary of tile Treasuribc re­

quested to furnish tLis Hnuse with the reasons wby he 
has not carried into effi,ct tI.e law authorizing the con­
solidation and funding of the Public Debt; and ,als'o to' 
report whether or not any applications to fund have been 
made." 

On motion of Mr. Rusk, leave was granted Jl> Mr. J: 
~.E. \V"llacc, to wilhdraw his'papers from tlie:House. 

Tbe bill on Finance, reported by the Committee of 
the whole, )~estf"rd(ly, to the HOllSe:, W<lS tnhf'll up, and, 

On motion of Mr. Branch laid on tbe table. 
" The Aves and Noes being called je)r, the VDte stood 
thus, • 
: AYEs-Messrs. Brandl, Baker, Brenan, Clark, Gai­
let, Grigsby, Jones oLBrazl'ria, Jones of Austin, Jack, 
L,nt'l, I,uml'kin, Lewis, M'Kinney, Patton, Pierpont, 
Pllnl"", Power, Rusk and Thornton~l~. 

N--.M""rs. Speaker, Burlesoll, Douglllss, English, 
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Gant, Hardiman. Hill, Menifee, Sutherland and Thomp­
son-10. 

On motion of Mr. Rusk, the House adjourned till 10 
o'clock, Monday. 

MOKDAY, 10 O'CLOCK A, M. Nov. 2Cth, 1837. 
The House met pursuant to a.djournment. 
Thcjol1rnal of ~<ltLlrd<ly being rc~d, 
Mr. Husk presented tbe petition of Col. D. C. Wey· 

mOllth, CotIltlliS~ilry Hctlf'rul of the army, which was 
re~,M~ . 

011 !'oIr. Ituskls motion, reft'rreu to the Committee on 
Military An'tils . 

.\lr. H.usk, Chairmell of the Committee on Milittlry 
AffiLirs, reported the biU org:Ltlizing the :,\Iilitia, with 
3memllIlt:llt:-::. 

l\Ir. l\Jcnill'e frOlll il!e t)c]('ct Committee' tn "\yholl1 was: 
reierrE.d the hill tn itlcorpor::tr' tile Coioraclo NuvigH.tion 
Company, rf'pnrt('d a Slj\),-..litlltc Ji);" tbe :::;;ww. 

1\1 r. J ()n,-,~, of'A u:::1 ill, introdllcc d a J oillt Gpsolul ion re­
latiIlg- tot!,l8 appOillt1"!1C'llt ()!o:lIl (I:2"(Ont to pllrch;t;:.;c vessels 
for the Navy, IJY the Prcsiden/.; rl'ad il. Il!":-;t time. 

l\Ir. Burleson ofIcrcd;l Jnillt Hcsoluti,Jll authorizing 
.Military :Sc-rip 10 l)(~ receivcd.ill payment ft11" Gaiveston 
lots, (le.; reacl a fir.:..t tilllr~. 

nfl'. (3:1nt (lli{'rn'd n JUil.t H(~s()lll!i()n relating to tho 
f3er~rt-!trHy of the Trea:-:nry; read n [1r;31. time. 

l\1r. l!(Jugb:sos intnJilncr~d a bill to incorporate the Uni­
versity of TexLls; )"f--ad u fir~t time. 

l\fr. Douglasi: introduced a bill to lay of}' certain l~d 
for the redemption of the Naval "nt! Military List; read 
a first time. 

The Election returns from the county of Victoria, for 
Representiltive of Refugio, wen~ re:td, a~d, 

On motion, referrcd ta the Committce on Privileges 
and Elec1ioll~. 
° A pct~lion ;'\'(1.$ rea~l fi-om, l\Ialeolm !\!'Cauley. F:-otest­
mg ilgcU,l::L the ch:(;I!Oll of l\Jr. JU1UCS P~JWt;r, :is mem-
ber from ltefugi(l, \ybich was, • 

(Ju motion !)f Mr. Pi/lInll, referred to the Committe~ 
on Pri'i.'ile~t~:3 and Electiolls. 
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The act for the organization of the militia was taken 
up on it:::. ::;ecnnd reaJing. 

On motion of ~Jr. Linn the" 3J Lieut." \vas stricken 
out of tljV 8th sectIon. 

).fr. Jflnc:s, of AU5tin, moyeJ to in:3t:rt "coITlmlssioned 
officf'r:.;:) in:'tl',:ll or H Hll'mlH:r:::," in tbe alb ::,pclion j 
lOB!. 

On motion of l\fr. Ponton, "JT,2"ubrlv (JTfbirwd ~fin' 
istt>rs of tht! (;O'3pel" were in::-cl r;'d in 'the 1·51 h ~u:lioD. 

The Aves alld 1\01:'8 ocintJ callL'd filT, thl~ Y(Jtf~ stood 
thus, .. v 

AYEs-~Icssrs. Speakpr, B(lld:~r, Burlc~on, D()ug~~ss, 
English, Grig:sbv, Uant, .J()uc::: oL\USlill , Linn, l\jf:miee, 
)'I'K~llney, PiC~'P()llt, POlltan, Fmyer, Hu::-k, Howlett 
anc1 ThornloIl-17. 

1\oE:-::-}Ict-sr:-:. Brf'Iwll. Jhl!d:rlitHl, Hill, JCl!CS of 
Brazoria, Lumpkin, IJ a1torJ, :-)Ui bel bud und Thumpson 
-8. 

l\fr. Baker movcJ to insC'rt " and meulL(J's of the Soci­
€tv of Friends;" lost. 

"On motion of Thlr. JooeE!, of Austin, t'r.c \YOr<15 "i~}r 
mililu;y purpo:3E's ' \yel'c ill~(lrlt'd in ihe 16th sect:on. 

1I1r. lIlenifee moved to strike out the 17th anJ 15th 
section, and, 

The Ayes m.o Noes being crtllnl :~H') the vote stood 
thus, -

AYES-rtfcssrs. Spt'ukcr, En,~.;,1i:3h, GazlC'y, Gant, Har­
dirrwn, JOtJI':5 nt" Brnzoria, Liml, l\I{~niiCC', i\l'Kinnev. 
Pierpont and ~ulhclb[Jd-1l -

l'\uEf;-~r('ssrs. B<lLer, Hmncb, Ihn1cson, Brpni'lll, 
Clark, Doug1a~s, Grig·shy, I-lill, .Toiles of Aw:tin, Patton, 
Ponton, PfHV(r, Husk, l{o\vlt'lt, Thompsnl1 and Thorn­
ton-1n; lost. 

On Hlolio:l of ::\ir. H!lrin:"on, the h:l.tt;tlinn muster to 
be held ill .\ pri I, was sf ;id,t'll ()U i (Ie the 17t h ,s{'c( inn. 

Mr. l\Icni(ee lllf)\-cd to f::!rikc out llw 2Glh :;:cctinn; 
lost. 

On motinJ) or :\Jr. P:J!tdll lllP word ·'a:=--.:j.-;tnnt" W8' 
substitllte,l tin-the \yord "sujl(-\~l ill tbe ~GtlJ ~(·ctinn. 

011 IIIO~ioll of Mr. H.u;:;i~ "if a ClllllP:llJY of H('gimf'.nt~ 
a.l or Stafi offic(>rs" ,,\"err. strickcll'nUl of tlie ~71 b ~,:(:ti(m. 

On mOl ion of I\[r. Uosk the word" nuditc'i" W8' 

aub.tituted UW 'paid' and tbe word s by the Treasurer 
were stnckcn out of the 30th sP-ctlon. 
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Mr. Pattoll moved to $trike out the "ojlice of Major 
General" from the b.ill; lost. 

Mr. Sutherland moved to strike out the Battalion 
Musters, and have an annual Regimental muster.to last 
lour day.: lost.. . 

Ou motion of Mr. Thmnpson the bill was orderen 10 
be engrossed f'Jf a third reading. 

l'he following communication was received from his 
Excellency, the President, by hi. pri,'ate secretary, IIfr. 
lli~~~ . 

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMEtiT, .~ 
REPUBLIC Dr! TEXAS. 5 
City of Housto",' No" • . 2D, 1837. 

GENTLEMEN :-It affords me much grati6cation to 
inform you that I will be ready to comlllua;~atc uly an· 
nllal message to the honorable Congress, at 12 o'clockt 

ro-morrow, 21 8t instant. 
(Signed,) SAM HOUSTON. 

On motion of Mr. Husk a committ"c was appointed 
to intiJnn the Senate that the House.would he ready, at 
l~ o'clock to-morrow, to receive them, to hear a commu­
nication fi'om the Presirlenl, and to invite them to attend: 
Messrs. Husk and Jack. wero appoinlee! the committee. 

The fc)llowing communication was received from the 
Becretary of the Treasury: 

TREASURY DEPARTMEK"T, ~ 
Gily 0/ Houston, ]\,TU'C. 20, 1837. 5 

7(, tlte )lo1wrab7(', the Spea7.rr, 'a.nd 
mClllbl;'fS l!/ tlw IJlu.se. q/ Ilcprescrttativc$. . 

GENTLEMEN:-The re,olutiol) frmn your House und~r 
date of the 18th inst., has ueen rcceived, and I. hasten to 
comply'with its requisition:;:~ . 

I am reqltil'ed by the resolution to furnish your body 
wjth ~ rp-"Bons why I have not carried into effect the 
law authorizing Ihe consolidation. and funding of the 
public debt. This plan was one of my own suggp.stion, 
and the law was drafted by myselt; together with the 
revenue laws f()[ its protect.ion, but oue of which, how­
twer, was sustained, and that underwent various altera­
tions and amel1dmelJts which materially altered it from 
d"e original presented. 

13 
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Owing to the funding system not being well uoder­
,,_ood, 1 h"d too much difficulty t(} procure the passage 
"f the law at the last session, and too well satisfied of 
Its-beneficial results both to Government and -creditor,;, 
to have (Ire-least disposition on my part to abandon it. 

tn two previous communications to your House I have 
aliverted to the substantive reasons which ha,-e induced 
me to ,delay its execution, in terbl.3, as I concpived, too 
"lain to be tnisunderstood. Ever willing, however, Ii> 
~c('.oUl1t satisfactoriiy for any sceming neglect of offi.. 
cial duty, on my part, I give the following as the last 
though not the leasL reason why tbat law has been de· 
layed in its execution: Two different bill. have been sellt 
up to New Orlean" for suitable and necessary stationary 
to' be used liJr that and other public purposes, neither, 
of v,hich however have been filled for reasons ea· 
sily imagined. Suitable materials cannot be procured 
in Lho country, and, being suti~fied that the present Con· 
gress would -not probably take any action calculated to 
protect that law in -its provisions and special nppropn­
ations, I, some days since, issued the necessary order to 
the General Stock Commissioner to use such materials 
a.~ could be procure,1 here, and the law is now being ex· 
ectited; leav;ng the suitable and necessary appropria­
tions for the interest ace-ruing to be made by the present 
or flome subsequent Congress. 

To the enquiry mad~ "whether anv application hall 
heen mac'e to fund I" 1 reply that many ha,-e been made, 
""d no doubte"is!s in my mind that the public creditors 
will willingly avail thcmselycs of the advantuges and 
iuducements held mit in the law, and that the great mass 
of public liabilities will be limded as soon as circum· 
atances will permit. AH the laws-will be executed in 
: ... trlct accordance with its provisions, tJo injury has reM 
~l1lted either to the Government or creditor. by the de· 
hty in it~ execution. "'" c 

Hopir.g my respo(}s"S to your enlluiries may l'rov~ 
... tisfavtnry. 1 subscribe myseU; 

Gentlelllcn, 
Very respectfiJl1v, , 

- Your obedi~nt-servlmt, 
(Signed,)· _ HENRY SMItH, 

Secretary if the Trc"sUry. 
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On motion of ·Mr. Gazley the comrr.unication was re­
ferred to ihe Committee of Ways amI l\Ieans. 

Mr. Douglass offered the following resolution: 
"That a committee of three he appointed to ClJ­

'luire into the propriety of reporting a bill to repeal tlte 
law authorizing the consolidation and funding of th(· 
Public Deht:" adopted. 

~:fe.;srs Douglas~, Jones of Brazoria, and Baker wen' 
appointed said cOlUmittee. 

On motion of Mr. Husk the several bill. on Finance 
were taken up, and, 

On his motion, made the .pecial ORDER OF THE DAY 
for Fridav next. 

On m~tiDn of MI' Thompson, the House adjourned 
till 3 o'clock, P. M. 

THREE O'CLO'CKt P. ~ 
The House met pursuant to adjournment. 
:VIr. Sutherland presented the aCCoLInt of S. Hatch, 

and, 
On his motion, it was refi~rred to the committee on 

Claims and Accounts. 
The hill filr incorporating the Colorado Navigati"l1 

Company was taken up on its second reading. 
On motion of Mr. Gazley the bill was laid on tlw 

table. 
On motion of Mr. Gazley the commissioners who 

were appointed to select a site for the scat of Govern­
ment were invited to take seats within the bar of the 
HOHse, to make their report in person. 

The chairman of the comnlissioners presented their 
report. ' 

On motion of Mr. Gazley the Speaker returned the 
thanks. of the House to the Commissioners; for Ill<' 
]YI"oml}[ manner in which· they had petiformed the dUh­
a!!sig'lfl8. them,' . . 

Mr. Jack .moved that the report he referred to a Se· 
lect Joint Committee of five members of each House: 
Messrs. Jones of Brazoria, Burleson, Hill, Lumpkin and 
Rowlett were appointed the committee on the part of 
the House; 

Mr. Ru,k moved to lay the report on the table, and 
called for the Ayes and Noes. 
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An:s-Messrs. Burleson, Clark, Douglass, Grigsby, 
Gant, Le\\is, M'Kinney, Pierpont, Rusk, and Thomp­
sOll-lO. 
NOEs-l\les~rs. Speaker, Bilker, Branch, English, 

Gazley, Hardiman, Hill, JOlles of Austin, Jones of 
lIra."ria, .lack, Linn, Lumpkin, Menifee. Patlan, Pon­
lon, Power, Howlett, :Sutherland and 'l'hornton-19: 
lost. 

On motion of Mr. Sutberland, IIlr. Menifee was added" 
added to the committee. 

On motion of Mr. Rusk a Select Committee of three, 
was appointed to receive proposals from those persoM 
who had not had the opportunily previously lor a site for 
the seat of Government; Messrs. Rusk, Sutherland and 
Gnnt were appointed said Committee. . . 

On motion of Mr. Burlcson, the House adjourned t,ll 
10 o'clock to-morrow morning. 

TUESDAY, 10 O'CLOCK, Nov. 2'1,1837. 
Tbe House met pursuant to adjournment. 
Tbe journal of tbe preceding day being read, 
Mr. Hill presented the petition of sundry citizen5 of 

\Vashington Connty praying for a new county to be 
created. 

On his motion it was referred to the Committee on 
County Boundaries. 

Mr.".l ones of Brazoria, presented the petition of Mar­
.:;aret B. Jamison praying lor a divorce; which was, 

On his motion, relerred to the Committee on the J udi­
ciary. 

Mr. Menifee, from the Committee on Ways and 
Means, reported lor the indefinite postponement of the 
Joint Rf:so\ution Irom the Senate to authorize the sus"" 
pension of the law to raise a revenue by direct Ta;, 

They returned the act authorizing the President tl> 
call for certain papers, &c., aud deemed theolaw unilfj-" 
eeS\lary, and sufficiently provided for by the.previou, 
en,actments. -\ ~;0 

. Tl>ey also returned the Jaw to revise t\l'l TariB' 
without amendments. 
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They also 'returned two documents from the Auditor. 
They also are of the opinion that the reasons assigned 

by the Secretary of the Treasury are satisfactory. 
On Mr. Branch's motion laid no the taLle. 
Mr. Menifee, from the Committee to, whom was refer­

red the bill to C'T',,~n the Cou,,:y of Fayette, reported a 
substitue f<" the same. 

Mr. Iimk intro<luced ajoint resolution for the relief of 
Lucinda Shannon; read a utst time. 

On m:Hion of 1\1r. Rusk the following: rcsol~ltion was 
adopted: 

U That no new bU3iness L~ received into this House 
after the 25th instant." 

Mr. :cIlcnifee movcd to lay the resolution on the table, 
and, 

Called for the Ayes and Noes, whieh stood thus, 
AYBs-l\'Iessrs. n:'lker, Branch, Gant, Hardiman; 

Jones of Austin, ~Ienifee, PauIlD, Rowlett and Suther­
land-g. 

NOEs-}Iessrs. Speaker, nlirlcson~ Brenan, Clark, 
Douglass, El1g1ish, Gazlf'Y, Gl'lgsbY,,,lIill, Jack, Lewj:-:;, 
M'KillIley, PicrponL Po\ver, RU3k, Thompson and 
Thornton~ 17: lost. 

nIr. Le\vis introduced a joint resolution to <l.udl{)l'tze 
assistant justices to act as l'iotary Public ex-officio: 
read. a first time, and, 

On motion of Jill'. Gazley referred to the Judiciary 
Committee. 

Mr. Rusk presented the petition of ll. R. Hoyal, and 
moved its rclerencc to the Committee ,;n Claims and 
Accounts, with power to send for persons and papers: 
adopted. 

Mr. Jones of AU.'3tin, introduced & joint resolution 
for the relief of W. L. Martin, surgeon: read a fifst 
time, and. ' 

On motion of Mr. Sutherland, referred to tbe commit-
tee on Claims and Accounts. ' , 

j[r. Bnrleson intrnlluceu "joint resolution making 
military scrip receiva.ble for dlles, &c., &c.~ when offer­
n~d by the ortgillal bolder: read a Ijn~t time. 

A llJessage wa:,; re(;cj\'f:~d fi:om the Senate informiIJg 
the Hou,e that they hail appOIlited Mes"s. AU"llstine 
Barnett, Everitt, Ra.ins and Dana, a Select COI~mitte~ 

"13 
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of five, to act with a similar committee appointed by 
tbe Houoe, to whom was referred the report oftbe Com­
missioners to locate the seat of Government. 

A Committe conoisting of Messrs. Wharton and Hor­
ton was received irom the Seante informiug the House 
that tbe Senate had accepted tbeir invitation, and 
would wait on them at 12 o'clock, to hear the communi­
cation from the President. 

The bill to incorporate the Colorado Navigation Com­
pany Was taken up on its second reading. 

Mr. Jones, of Austin, moved to lay the bill on the 
tabl~, and, 

Tbe Ayes and Noes being called for, tbe vote stood 
thus, 

AYEs-Meosrs. Baker, Branch, Clark, Douglass, 
English, Grigsby, Gant, Hill, Jo.nes of Austin, M'Kin­
ney, Patton, Pierpont, Ruok and Rowlett-H. 

1'ioEs-;'rlessl's. BurlesOn, lIrenan, Gazley, Hardin,an, 
Jones of 'Brazoria, Linn, Meni fee, Power, Sutherland 
and Thornton-l 0; lai d on the table. 

The bill to· create the cOlJnty .of Fayette Was laken 
lJp and read a second time. . 

Mr. Jones, of Brazoria, moved to insert "Austin n i~ 
1 he bill: lost. 

On motion of Mr. Bmleson ordered to be engrossed 
for a third reading. 

The bill to create the county of Fort Bend was taken 
lJp on its second reading, and, 

.on motion of Mr. Jones, of Brazoria, laid on the table. 
The bill to amend the several Tariff laws was taken 

upon its second reading, and, 
. On motion of Mr. Branch laid on the table. 

The bill to define tbe boundaries of the cOlJnly of Lib­
erty Was taken up on its third read iog. 

On motion of Mr. Rusk a committee of two was sp 
pointed to act with such committee as the Senate might 
appoint, to wait lJPon the President, and inform him 
that the house would be ready to receive him at 12 
o'clock, M. ' 

Messrs. Rusk and Jones, of Brazoria, were appointed 
on the part of the House. ' 

'On motion of Mr. Jones, of Brazori .. , the house wok 
.. ~. QffilleeIJ minutes, to prepare sea~ 4c. 



151 

'The House met, and, the roll heing called, 
On motion of Mr. Jack a committee of two were ap­

pointed to inform the Senate that tbEl House was ready 
to receive tbem. • 

Messrs Jack aud Branch were appointed tb" Commit, 
tee. 

A message "as received from the Senate informing 
the House that they would wait on theJ;ll immediately. 

The ::len ate entered, conducted by their President, IIDd 
were seated, amI, 
, The roll of both HOllSe$ were caned by their respec­
tive clerl<s. 

The Presidellt was then announced, and conducted to 
the Speaker's Chair, by the Committee of both Houses. 

Mr. Alcee La Branche, Charge d'Affaires of tbe Uniled 
States, was also invited to a scat. 

The President then delivered tbe following message 
to tbe Congress' 

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, REPUBLIC OF 'l'y,;XAS, ? 
CitlJ of Houston, Nov. 21,1537. S 

, GIlNTLEMEN,-Congress having heen apprized of the 
reasons which have delayed the I<:xecntivc in presenting 
his views to their consideration, at the commencement 
of the 3r>nual session, will supersede the necessity of an 
apology. ' 

The important responsibility w bich, at the commenc,e­
ment of every community or n~ltion, must devolve upon 
its lawgivers and officers. is man;f~st to all but the beed­
less, and will be properly estimated by tbe patriotic and 
virtuous of every country on \vhom those duties may be 
cOl;.ferred. Upon their exertions must the bappiness 
and pro.perity of a nation depend, at home, and by tbeir 
aeis will its character he ascertained and determir.ed in 
the"opinions of tbe enlightened abroad •. Our relation. 
to the n.!ltions of Europe, as well as, to tbe government.. 
of South'America, have ,yet to be estahlished, nor has 
the imporla~ce of"this suhject been disregarded, parti­
cularly witb England anel France, as our commercial 
relations, so iar as they depend upon European sup­
plies, must exist \Yi~h ll:o~e nU.lOnS4 Since the depar~ 
ture of ourCornmissionnr to tbe Cmut of St . .James, no 
intelligence ii-om him bas reached tbis Gov<:rnment. 
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For the regulu(ion of the circumstances of foreign mi­
nisters, agents and consuh, it will be necessary tv pass 
enactmellts) or to adopt some system to fa.cilitate' t}w 
dc.s.i~·es of the GovenJ tncc:.i, and 0bviate the embarrass· 
ments which must impf'!:ie ifH::'lr ~'lJcccss. Upon this 
subject a rep"'-! or t)", Secretary of State will be pre­
eented to Cungress fiJr considf'r::ttinn. 

The relation:, which exiMe-d hct,veen tlJis country and 
the United States, at the period of my last comrnunica~ 
tion On the 8uhiect, ba\'e undergone no important 
c~ange, unles::: ""'~ rp g:ll"d the correspondence of our Mi· 
fJister at \Ya.:-3hingtoll, \"jth the HOll. ;:)pcretary of State, 
as- ir;(licatin~ the dPtf:ormination of the GovenHIlPnt of 
the United '-~tates upon the subject of our fl1:1lcxaticn. 
This Government, from the expression of the people of 
'rexas, having in the most frauk and undisguised man~ 
ncr presclJted their desires for annexation, anq. enforced 
them by consitlcratione which ::lppcared to be concln­
sl\-ely bendicial 10 both counllies, did bope that the 
United States. would deem it their inlerest, wbile ill the 
proSeClJtiOll of a wise. and just policy, to receive ~nd 
embrace Texas "s an integml palt of the Union oftbe 
North. 'l'be cot)sUmn.l:ltio!l of this desire SCf'ms to be 
postponed fin" the present, and will ren.der the course 
which wc should adopt palpable and necessary. Re­
<cognized as we have I,,'en by the United States a free, 
sovereign ;Jnd independent ~ation, il becomes our im.l­
p":ious duty to pursue such a coufse of policy and legis­
latIOn as WlU at once 'command the respect and confi­
dence of other ualions, while our internal saletyand 
prosperity will he secured. A ji,ir and libeml poli{'J 
should be extended to all nations who may desire to 
establish c6mroercial rclatioll3 with DS, or ,vho may 
deem it proper to introdu(:e their tHbric3 m· commodi~ 
ties into our cnuntrv. 
, The Ch~rg,; d'Altaire, of the United 8(,,(es, duly-ac­

credited, has heen l"eeeived at the Governmcqt bf Tex~ 
a'S~ and confidetlce is ('n!2rtained lhat the mosj- friendly 
r~iprocal undetstandin~ benvcen the t \Vo countrif's v.riIl 
il?established and pre;crvcd. This circumstence ori-' 
guJating with out mother country. the first to hail Texas 
all a tnemberof the great f- mily of nations, is calculated 
to a"!tiken in us'emotibns the most friendly, and inspire 
uS with It manly confidence iil our condition. 
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A well organize.d J lldiciary, composed of enlightened. 
and honest. memhers, i8 the palladium of ",viI liherty. 
The prC3cnt existing laws are doubtlesi:; as perfect Uf.i 
{:ou Id b tVe been expecled to arise u~lller the eircmn­
Rtanc(~.", ill which they were created. Experienee a.nd 
time heLve dem:m~trated to lIS their -in~ufficienc1:,r, and 
!orc,hly inculcate tbe necessity ofa remdy. 'l;!tc re­
sonrce" of the ::;cveral count.ies up to this time, h:lve no! 
unthnrizcd the ~[ectlun of.iail~. For t.he reme\ly {if this 
defect., 1 woulrl recommend that authority blS'! giH'1l to 
the several district judgc~ (v,rhere influomatioll shall be 
filed) in "aseg of felonY, to direct th" ,mmcdi"te tr,al of 
the accl1~ed. From this course no prejudice ca.n arise 
to the culprit, while the co.untry wil.1. be relieved from a 
burde.n, and the oppOfilinitin::; of the guilty. to esca.p~ 
from justice will ht~ cllmillish~d. 1.'he ri.~glltatlons of lees 
amI perquisite, bOlIlIect~d with the J mEtial d"partment of 
the Government is iL su~jeet of mnch Importa.ncc, and 
sh()uld c1~liln the scrutiny (Jnd consideratiou of Con­
gre... If this is done we .nay hope that ~uI'idity will 
be disappointeJ, and extortion banished fronl our land. 

The financ.:etl. of our eountrv, siJlC~ the commencement 
of too revolution up to thi:::; "'tim(\ have bef'll ill a more 
embarrassed situation t doubtless, than any other nation 
ever experience~J. Sincn the commencement of the 
present administration, during the. first year, there was 
at the dlsposltion .of the Executive, or.in the Treasury, 
but five hundred dollars in cash. The s~veral mnouuts 
,,-hich Imd been apri"Opri"t~ j"r specific or general 
purposes depended upon the "ale or scrip, and that, by 
acts of Congres::;, was placed i~J t.he hands of foreign 
aw'nlii 'vho were irrespon:::iblc tl) the Exeeuti\re, haviug 
given no security SQ. as to insure accountability, and 
furthermore·, placed beyond thniurisdiction of ourse!v"e. 
'J.'~~.imagi!lary and unulrtunate expedient is now at an 
enaf?'lln,~lro..~ left the gQvermnent in a situation to 
afford t , ,most ample redemption or all her plecl a,," 
and re8p'~' '~ibilitie_" ~ 

A bmI11'qif'ss revenue to tlw country will ari.::;o from 
the openi;lg of the Land-Offices, alld so soon :1:-; tbat CUll 
take pl{ll:':~ c~)!]sist.ently with tbe pO:-5itive provi~ion~ of 
the ConStItutIon, anJ regulatf)d \)y such enactments U$ 

will guard the public interest against ii-eLUd awl imp<>-
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sition, it will meet the de.ire of tit" Executiye and 
promole the public tranquillity. 

Owing to' the financial derangemellt of the Cllitf'd 
Sla.tes, from ,vhieb our CIllTP\lev was almost entirely 
derived, and where it wus hoped i'bul thi;.; country coul;1 
obtain a IH~p;~)ciatton f(}f five million of dollars, our e:\­
peclatiolls have not benl realized, By the last ",hice, 
from our agents of the loan they had not succeeded, 
but regarded the prospect of success greater than they 
hud been at any previous time. 

The enactments of Congl'e~s authorizing the fundinil 
of " portion of the public debt, in conneetion with th., 
i:<:sue of a half million of Treasurv notes, is calcub..: 
tf'd in a short time to relieve the go'~'el'lllnent from ('nl­

ba,rrn.-:sm~nt, and e:;tablish a cunency of her ou'n, 
snpprjnr in v-alue to any which can he introduced ofth" 
non-specie paying hanks of the United States. Thp. 
reBources of the government, which are pledged forth, 
pavment of the interest, aUfl the redemptlOn 'Of QUI;" notf'::i 
and certifi~ates, are ample and unqu€stioJ1'lble, and as 
lOUR as Congress may decline i~Buiug an excess of notei';, 
or dOElS'I1ilt €Xect-d a blf million of dollars, and thal 
amount is received at tfie Tre3f'Ury for aU dues to Go\'~ 
"mmen! at par with gold and silver, we will have a 
sound currenLV, and one that will have credit in coun­
trIPS who ha\'; cmnrnercia.1 intercourse with us. Five 
hundn'd thousand dollars will supply all the necesslties 
of exchallge among ourselve&; and while it is rcceive(i 
f'lf revenue and it) payment lor public lands, should it 
not he su:f!icient for the purposes af p.xchange. tbe pre­
"iolls rm""1.ali' will find theiT '\vay into ollr counlry and 
supply the deficiency or sGat'city of our currency, giving 
to it additional valu(~. The is~uillg of a 1{reater amount 
of notes than \vhat would meet the aetna"l necessities of 
a circulatillg medium, (while the government is co:n~[J'" 
ually receiving it in revenue, and paying i. ouffor 
demands against it,) would cause cleprecia\¥>n, in its 
value, in the same proportion to the surplus, an1OllU' 
Ih.at may he i~sued. As no experiment ha\ yet been 
tried to ascertain the requisite amount" no POSSlbJe 
prejudices can result to the country or to individuals by 
adhering to the present enactments on the suhject until 
the ne"t ·session Qf Congress,.-'while, by pursuing a 
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contrary_ course, it may involve our finance. n difficul­
ty irremediable.' . 

The repurt of the Seoretary of the Treasury is sub­
mitteu to Congre •• , and i. the result of much. appli­
cation and attenlio[l to the subject of [=ntC, and elll: 
braces views and a system as well adapted to our situa­
tio[l as any that could be presented at .. the present time. 
Intimately connecte,l with the resources of tbe treasury 
is the aceouqtability of tbe receiving and disbursing 
officers of the government. It must be the case with us 
<ts with 0.11 other countries, t},,,t defalcations will take 
place; to ga,,,,l against this evil, it is proper that respon­
Slhility should be secured in fUlure, and tbat Some mode 
shonld be pointed ant which will authorize process to 
isaue against th(He who have heretofiJre been defiluIters 
in any oflice or department. 

The first Congress w!.ich met after the convention 
authorized the President to acc"pt lhe services of twenty 
thousand men. Exercising bioS discretion upon the sub~ 
jeet, he bo.s not deemed it l1('Cessary thu, liu to marshall 
so large il force and maintain it in, the field, or to com­
mence an offi:nslve war, bUl has lletermined to await 
!'>ome indications on the part of the enemy, that \vill, in 
the opinion of the world, jU:5ti(y the most decisive meas­
u res to "secure our inJe:pcndence, and establish an hOIl­
orable p~ace. To this end the officers ancl soldiers 
h3.ve been furloughed, except such a part a:-l was nr.ce~­
·mry fiJI' lluinl:lilling certain positions which were rcgar­
uea as most requisite frJf our preseut cirCllm~tallCel". 

It 1S gratif:rin~ to a~S1jre the honorable Congress tha.t a 
large portion of th",,, tlmt were furloughed have direct­
ed thei r Iu,tlcntion to agriculture and the medJauic arts; 
they have become citizens, and now thr-ir lin"s as well 
'''' their fulure hopes are iJentitied with the deBliny 01 
T~ 
~~IC comn::ltnceme~t' of the present a.Jministrar ion, 

t~IC \~<a~ •.. artment has b?~n the ~IlO.st. lahorious i.lfILi dim­
~~1Jlt.l.'h. th~:lJer'fi:rtll'.ltlcc 01 It~ (~utle;;;. It has bceu inlprov~ 
lIlg In ltg oJ"~anlzatlOn, and it lS behevcu that under dIe 
direction of t.he gentleman who is placed at its head a. 
system will very ,suon be est:lhli,hed, anu the fereiliti", 
of the country, lOasmuch as lliev are connected with 
the depnrlment, greatly inereased-
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Th\l';militia of. all Republics must be regarded and 
esteemed as tbe bulwark of Liberty. and particularly ".­
while the generation relIlains which have achieved the 
emancipation of their country. With them libelty h •• 
begun, and they will preserve' it at every, hazard. Thei 
organization and discipline should claim the first aUen­
tion of Congress. and liS soon as it is perfecteu, Texll,~ 
will be in a most confident aUitude of sncce", over all 
herenemie.. The prescnt'militili laws arc not sO per­
fect as to preclude amendment, nor has it heen in Ih" 
power of the War Dep:rtment to execute the wishes of 
Congress, owing to v<-triou8 causes over which il had no 
control. Iiis hoVd that Congl'estwillgivc suchdirectiolt 
to the st1~iect as witl "ive the greatest efficiency to tbat 
arm of the service. The report of the Secretary will be 
submitted to the Congress it)! consideration. 

The extraordinary 'emharrassment of ,the finances of 
of the countrY, at the'comrnencemellt of the revolution1 

and its contin~ance until the adoption of the present sys­
tem, has' heen .. och as to preventth&creationofan efficient 
Navy. ,Theoxterit ofou, seahoard inculeates the nece'_ 
sity" and man'lests the advantages which must ,"sult tt) 
the government from the command DC the Gulf 01- Mexi­
co. 'The certain means WhlCh Texus now rosses~eg, 
.. nd must have at her tlisposal, induce the Expcutive It> 
urge the most ample appropriations, in adJition to those 
which have been made at the present session of Congress. 
There can be no doubt. but that the ellemy will avail 
themselves of every atlv'mtage by sea which may be 
within their power. Thereft}J'e it will be illcumbent'on 
U~, not alone to mU1\:e preparations to meet them, butt-o 
InalIltatH active operations OS Beu. and by land. \Vlle.D'" 
eyer our gallant lar~ haye filet the ('nemy~ Ihey have 
evinced the mostdaringchivalry anu intlomil::!blecouraget' 
nor has our Hap: ever been 81 ruck to less than jil'CJff"es' 
Ollr k .. rcE:, awl then lIot until after a rrolrat:u:~.engag~-
tnent. '$; .' 

In the creation of a Na.\'Y, 1 f'ccommend l() -the ~arllest 
attention of Cougre~s. 1 he eU<.lctment of suc.li~\~:s and 
reguldtio"s ll£ wili enahle the Governmclll'to control the 
cooduct of its officers, and to punish them promptly for 
the dl..,beience of orders. It may be of, imporwnCf' t<> 
nur amicable relations with ,other powers. "AcirclJ1n-
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stance occurred on the last cruise which was directed 
bv the Executive, demalHJs of me in tbi~ communica­
ti~n to notice the same to the honorable Congress. Or­
ders \vere issued from the Navy Department Ly direc­
tion of the Executive, to the commander of the Navy, 
tho,l all neutral Jlags s/!Quld be respected, nnless tlte vessel tvftS 

bound to an cncJlI,Y's port a.nd /tnd on bow"d articles contra­
bando/war. In violation of these orders, the Eliza lIusseJl, 
an EuO"lish brig, was seized and sent into port, with a 
valuable cargo of fine goods, but containillg nothing 
contrciband r:if war! U pan information of the circumstan­
ces, the Executive dirG~ted her immediate release} aBd 
the payment of damages so far ~s he deemed it within 
his competency. The subJ"ct wlll be presented to Con­
gress by the owner of tbe vesseL WIth a mmute state­
ment of all the facts. The circumstances of, the case 
were immediately communicated to our Commissioner 
ueartbe enurl of :St. James, anJ the Executive has been 
assured that tbe di<patch would reach Englaucl hy the 
time of his arrival. Other act;; connected with the 
em (se, of a character not caklllateu to Plevate us in tl:;e 
sca.le of nations, were done either "\vithout orders or in 
direct vi"latioa 01' those which had been issued by the dc­
'partment. These taets ill) pcrinusly ,jemand of the Exec­
utive afrank and solemn J'i.sa~;owal C!.l all things done c·ither 
in contrm:enli(m or viola.tion rif lti.8 nnlers. 

The accompanying report of the acting Secretary of 
the Navy will prc:-;ent his \ iews on the subject of its im­
provement, and utility to the country. The report is 
n~fened to the consideration of Congres~. 

Heretotc)re d.ifIicllltie~ iusuperable Were IH"cspntea to 
.the establishment und regular conveyance of tbe mail! 
but hy indebtigahle attention and labour, the Post-Mas­
ter. General bas been enabled to give elficiency to the 
d:epartment, and hereafter with sllitahl·t' aid from Con­
~ress there will be but little difficulty in the rC"lIlar 
trausmis-sibn of mails and the circublifHl ofintt.:1li~en('e 
: hronghout the Republic. It is not to be ""pel'tcd~ thut 
any revenue can arise to the GO\Trrlt~lent Ii-om this t1e­
p~:l'tmf.'nt, but it.i;;:; thotl,ght tb:H a high~'r rate f)fpostagc 
llllght he esu~blisbeJ. \V~thout nppresslllg allY portion of 
the community, but WJth advClnt=--tg(! to the reYc'IlUE'_ 

14 
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as it w ill be SCelt by a report of t he department herewIth 
submitted. 

It is much to be deplored that one important item of 
intelligence has not beell circulatEd througbout the Re­
public. The t'ccl"Ptnry of State, to "hem the duty of 
having the laws published was assigned by Congress, 
has used every exertion possible to attain the object, hut 
for the want of means, {as Congress had omitted to 
make an appropriation necessary for the payment of 
printing.} he has not had it ill his power to have it com­
oleted. But for this circumotance the work would have 
heen !inished, and the laws distributed. This suhject is 
presented to Congress without any suggestion, as it> 
importance to the community will be a sufficient recom­
mendation to its attention. 

It is of much interest to our countrv thatour relations 
with Ollr Iudian neiglibors should he placed upon a hasis 
'J[lastillgpeaee and li·iendship. Convinced of this truth,­
it has been the policy of the adlIlini.tration to seek out 
every pas-ible means to accomplis h this object, and 
give security to our frontier. At t!Jis time I deem the 
indicalfions more htvorahle than they have been since 
Texas assumed her present attitude. l\leasures are in 
progre.s with the several tribes, whic\', with the aid of 
suitable appropriDtion~3 by Congress, m::JY enable us to 
attain the o~jects of peace and friendly intercourse • 
• \pprized of these filcts, it is desirable tbat the citizens 
of Tez", shoulu so deport tbern,eIYes, as to b('come the 
aggressors in no nlfl', Lut 10 ("vince 3 ('nnciliulOl'V dj~p08i­
tion, \Vhenev~r it can be (101~(" consistently, ,,'iih justice 
'Uld humanity. Unofficially itbns beencommuuicaled to 
io the Executive that s8"eral small tribes residing within 
our settlements express a dispusition, (if the government 
will assign to thf'IU a country on the frontier,) to remoV,1l 
from their pre~ent ::;ituatif"lns. The undeviating opinion 
uflhe Executive has heen, thni. from the estahlishment 
of trading houses on the frontier, (under prudent regula­
tions,) and the appoiutment of capthle and honest agents, 
the happiest results might he anticipated for the country. 
The int<'rcourse hetweeu the eitizells and lndians should 
be regulated hy acts of Congress which experience will 
readily suggest. The situation of Texas III this tiure 
"-Oil leT doubtles~ justi!y the establishment nl' martis! 
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law at slich alit-posts as are detatchcd from the hody 
of our population, and it does seem to me that no ituury 
could allse froID the at1option of the mea.sure .. 

In thi::i communication the Executive lIas no hesitancy 
in presentingtte claims of those who have been \Vounde~l 
and dis "bled in the uefence of the Liberties of Texas. 
It is the policy of all governments to reward those who 
have rendered great and important services to their 
c:onntry, and wherl disahled to secure to them pensions, 
proportionate to their disahility. The Texian Congress 
cannot eschew the necessity of adopting this course 
in relation to her hrave and gallant defenders. The 
widows and orphans of those matchless spiT its who per­
ished in the Alamo, and the heroic and gallant band 
who Were basely massacred on the plains of Goliad, 
have peculiar claim. upon the sensibility and justiCe of 
the Congress and the Nation. It is to be regretted that 
Ihe merits of this subject have ntJt h",1 the good fortUne 
to claim the earlier notice of Congress. Therefore it is 
recommended to their immediate attention and provis­
ion! 

lB relation to Mexico it is proper to state that, £revi­
DUS to the capture of the Texian sch·mner of war, Inde­
pendence, by two Mexican brig" and a schooner of war, 
the Executive had issued an order lor the release of all 
the prisoners of war who had been taken at San Jacinto, 
which order owing to the news of the capture was coun­
termanded for the purpose,. of reprisal, if the government 
of Mexico should again disregaru or violate the laws 
of war. With a desire to releaBe the chivalric officers 
Ind gallant Crew who had so bravely maintained' file· 
AOMT of OUT flag and the citizens of Texas. (among 
whom was our minister the han. 'YO). H. Wharton.) 
l'he Government dispatched oolond John A. Wharton 
and thirty Mexican prisoners, with a cartel. He was 
treateu by the authorities at Matamoras ill a manner 
~~ich has always chRracterizcd a. vain and ignorant na­
tIOn. Although Col. Wharton presented bimselfulldertlw 
protection of aflngof truce, he represents "t1111t he Was not 
received by the I\-"fexican authorillc~, but on tllC COntran:, 
Wa~ treated, \vith every i.[1civilit~r ~'Hl indignity th~H 
couI.d. he offered t~ an ordmry c;nmlDal or pirate." In 
aJdtllOn t? the pflsoners sent Wltlt Col. W!tarton, a ves-
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;el had been chartered and upwards of sixty prisoner< 
\\'ere 3ent from Galt'cst.()n 10 'Matamoras. Tbose of the 
(,fficers and citizens who had not escaped wpre subse­
quently released, after a cruel and rigid confinement of 
months. The .ground on which they were !"eleused i, 
unknown to the Executive, inasmuch as no communica­
tion accompanied their return. 

To speculatc upon the course which Mexico intends to 
pursue would be idle and ridiculous. Since the first invi­
tal:io~ of the Anglo-Saxon rac_c to this country, the narrR-­
tiveofher conduct would be but the history of her perfidy. 
and a manifestation of our wrongs. The first settler£ of 
Texas -entered a wilderness, and expelled tbe savage 
cannibals who had maintained this f"ir region against 
the boasted ,power of Mexico. The enterprize of the 
p60ple, with the accumulation of plenty. excited tilt! 
eqpidity of ·their governmeut,-and persons \"ere s€n.t. 
among us to -graM pretended titles to land; whilet~le~ 
extorted from ind ustry its honest gains, and left us In " 

sitnation li!\htle to further demands and extortion, with­
out a right to the soil wbich had been pledged to us by 
",very,-.l<lgal-and political solemnity. The l"rm of gov­
t!rlim~t' undl'r which we were invited, and lilr .wbich 
tlw,eit\zens of ~rexas periled their lives. in eighteen hun­
,hedllnQ thirty-two, was the constitution of eighteen hun~ 
<jf'!'li _and twenty-four. It was "hanged and the .iron· 
yllke of s!jlvery w~s tendered in its stead. Oppression 
beg0t resistance, and l'e~ellion gave us Liberty and lnd .. 
pendence. . 
. It is vain ,to suppose- thDl--Mexico, imbecile_ as she is, 

"n,l distracted by internal li,clions, cau,ever re-conql'''' 
the lair region of Texas. and maintain her conquest. The 
'arne spirits who have -subdued the wilderness, aI)d 
repelled the boasted invincibility of Mexico. yet live. 
Our soil i" consecrated by the blood of martyrs, and Wtl 

will defend it or perish! 
.4 blind infatuation may impel Mexico to another 

attempt to subjugate freemen, and precipitate her own 
catastrophe-while wisdom and a just policy migbt enable 
her to improve ber own social and political ,relations, and 
establisl) ber government on a rational and firm fOllnda­
ti~n. Were it possible for Mexico tn drive from tbe soil 
of ',I.'~, or massacre the race whicb now inhabit it. 
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bright regions, their last faint whisper, arousing their 
kindred of the United States of the North, would be the 
death knell of Mexico, and their chivalric and daring 
enterprise would 'lot alone prompt them to avenge the 
wrongs of brothers, but would impel them to loftier 
chievements, and Mexico herself become an object of 
onquest. Let Mexico tl,cll counsel with her safety!!! 

The cause of Texas being just, let us look with heart­
felt reverence to the great Arbiter of Nations, and by 
OUr virtues, as a people, endeavor to insure a continu­
ance of his benefactions. 

(Signed,) SAM HOUSTON. 

The President having retired, the Senate, at the 
instance of their President, returned. 

On motion of Mr. Thompson 500 copies of the message 
were ordered to be printed. 

The House then adjourned till 10 o'clock, to-morrow 
morning. 

WEDNESDAY, 10 O'CLOCK, A. M., Nov. 22,1837. 
The House met pursuant to adjournment. 
The journal of the preceding Jay being read, 
Mr. Rusk presented the petition of R. D. M'Clure, 

claiming remuneration for provisions, &c., for the army_ 
On motion of Mr. Thompson referred to the"Committee 

on claims and Accounts. 
Mr. Jones, of Brazoria, ch[l,irman of the Committee on 

Privileges and Elections, reported-
U That they had examined the election returns from 

the county of Relugio, and were of opinion that Mr. 
Power had receive a majority of legal votes:" reporl 
concurred in. 

Mr. Jones, of Brazoria, chairman of the commilt" .. 
to whom was referred the unfinished business of the la" 
session, reportcd-

.. That they had examined the same and found nothing 
more of importance to present to the House, and relurne,! 
the papers. 

14' 
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On Motioa of Mr. Jones, of Austin, a Select Como 
miltee of three were appointed to ellqure into and ex­
amaine a law, passed by the State of Coahuila and 
Texas, granting to Benjamin R. ~Iilam tlle right of nav~ 
igating the river Colorado. 

~essrs. Jo'ws, of Austin, Baker and Gazley wer< 
appointed the (;"mmittcc. 

Mr. Gant oLtained le~ve and introduced the petition 
,·."d a bill for the relief Lewis B. Jones; bill rcad a 
first time. 

On motion afMr. Jones, of Austin, referred to the Ju­
Jici'ary Committee. 

Mr. Rusk presentee! the petition of Albert Emanuel, 
which. 

On 'hi3 motion, was referred to the Committee on 
Claims and Accouts. 

Mr. G:J.ZI~y intrnduced a bill to incorporate tl", City 
L,f I-Iouston: read a first time. 

Mr. Rusk presented the petitioll of F. W. Thorntun, 
which ",va:;, 

On his motic>H, referred to a Se leet Committee of 
thrt:e .. 

MesSrs. qusk, Power and Menifee were appointpd the 
committee. 

On ~fr. Rusk's motion, the joint r~:-;olution {()r the njiei 
of Henry Milli1.rd, and o1Lers, was taken up on its ~("c')lld 
reading. 
O~ motion of Mr. Rusk tlw worch "appointed Ly the 

President according to law" \-Vf're inserted. 
Mr. Jones, of Brazoria, moved to insert" Ii \Ie dollar.;;;. 

fix every lwenty-five milp.;s:" lost. 
RABolution ordered to h(" cngros~pd fin a Ibird read­

ing. 
The follow<ing eOfIHHunicali()f! Wri,:, then r~ad from th~ 

Secretary of ~latt:. 

DEPAI{Tj.H::,"T Of' ~T ATE, < 
City '111ou$!on, ,Vot'. 2(1, 1837.} 

To the' President if tl", 
Republic if l'c~'l1$, 

SlR:-Agreeably to your inotrncrion., I have d:e 
honor,.herewith, t6 transmit to your Excellency a report 
on var.OU3 oubjeets connected with this Department. 



'Thf~ imrnrtant relatiion,~ wlli,'h \VC dt~:::ire to c-stabli'Sh 
f1fl<1 maint:.tin with fiw("ign pO\'lii'r~1 to~ho~eeourtsaccr~d~ 
I ~p-d Agellt~ or !\Ii ~i,:.;ter~ ha.H~ or may be s('ot by: this Gov­
f'rnnl'..~nt. rctJdt~r~ 1! !l .... ~ct~t-'$ary dIcit provisioll~ ~hould he 
rmule bv law tor t"uch emIJ;i$.sic3", 5utable to the ranl. 
conf~;rrt;d upon them by their respectivc,uppointmentst 
in oruer that they may 8ustHin thcmsch'es in a maIlner 
oorresponding \yith the etiqllE't usually obs.erved in such 
intercourse bf'twf'cn free and itJdependent sovreignitics. 

'The United f;t3.tes' Lega.tiolls arc allm" nl from $;500 to 
$2000 each, per annum, for c()r:tingcncies~ thiS' is 
luthendcd for 8tationary, postage, :iwl other una­
"oidablp- expenditures tllilt. must ncccs:::.:nily occur. 
independently of the pcrsoml expcnses of the l\Iin­
isterd and Secretaries of legatilln, wI-jell, were they not 
borne by government, \vould a.h~orh:t large portion of 
their silleri(~s, and rendpr their f:ituation in some instan­
(.<::'~, extremely unplea.sant and tIH)rtlfying~ C!specially 
\',lheom 1p.,~ation5 had riot beC'll r/'('"iou~]y cst<1hlished. 

The mtlk attac~hed to Diplomatic Agent.s i::; a ::;1J~ject 
which has occa~inn:Jlly produe~'d slighl. dispUlf'S hct\\'epn 
friendly governments. A Ilhoug a nation ·has the rjght 
tl1 determine tile· rank of its o\vn mini'3f.~r~, vet it. has 
heen the general ll:,age, of gOl'C'rnn1f'nt3 to. ;cnd and 
receive resident i\Iinis1.en; of thp- snme rank. 

The commereial jnt{~re.;::t oft.be H~pulJlic n~q1Jire til;}t 
"orne definite systpm ,bou],! 1", adopted for the govern­
ment ofoLlr Cons-ular Agents. T'bn reputation ofa COun­
try, in:l commercial point of' view, depend:; mnch upnn 
the c:'1!1rluC't or its Con.::: 111::. :In,l it. i" dtPff~fore highly irn­
Ihlrtant that those t\!n'·ljonal'~_'::: should IJ(~ guiJf~d hy 
Rtrid rules, cnj()inhl hy Lhp low;,: (,ft!J{' nation \vhich tlH·y 
f(-':present.. 

In our cafl.e having no systf'm, they are left in a gre;.: 
rJleasure to- excreiBe lIw1r nWlJ judgment and discretion. 
in the pert~)rtnanc~ of their pnrticular duties, which, if 
(·ontinlled, must oft.e-n 11?ad to collisions and difticultics. 
tbat might. he avoided hy a well regulated systeul. 

With n~~p{~ct to COrn[h:llsLlt.ion the question nriSf":s. 
i-ihould lilf'y he l'''irl by fixed salaries or hv fees; 
'With rcg:lrd to Ibis point J would moM rcsp.,ctfullv 
suggest tInt, howeycr d("~irflhle it mi.t~ht he in :l cliffe;­
~~nt state of the Tre<~sllry to establish standing Rularjes, 
It appr:ars to m{~ det:",d/'dly more expedient, under exiBt~ 
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ing circumstances, to compensate them by fees. With 
this view of the suhject, the object to be attained is to 
guard against the exaction of improper and exhorbita nt 
charges, by defining the extent of their duties, and pre­
scribing the fees to be gi,-en for the executian of tliose 
duties. 

In order to encourage genius and promote the cultiva­
tioti of the arts and sciences, the munificence of all 
liberal governments has extended peculiar privileges to 
those whose \vritings, discoverieis or inventions have 
been calculated to advance the interests of society, by 
granting" copy rights" and" patents." Those subject. 
have not hitherto engaged the attention of the Texian 
Congress, and it appears desirable that some regulations 
should be established relative thereto. 

The public printing demands the most serious consid­
eration of Congress. The act passed on the12th of June 
last, autharlZing the publication of the Laws and other 
legislative documents, was unaccompanied by a corres­
ponding appropriation. No actual funds could be real­
ized, without which I found it utterly impracticable to 
have the work executed with that dispatch which the 
public interest required. Immediately after the ad­
journment of Congress, in June last, I applied to ~Iessrs. 
Cruge~ and Moore, the proprietors of the Telegraph. 
proposIng to contract for tile printing as authorized by 
Congress. Theirs was the only establishment of the 
kind at the seat of Government: they had but Doe press, 
and that too engaged in the pubhcation of a weekly 
newspaper. Their materials were exhausted, and they 
could not undei·t"ke the work unless Government could 
make an ad"ance in money, or furnish materials. Th"v 
agreed to undertake it at the rate set forth in the accom­
panying documents, marked A .• provided the materials 
could be furnished as before stated, and to prosecute 
the work as expeditiously as circumstances would per­
mit. Finding it imposrible to procure paper in this 
country, I obtained a small quantity through an agent 
of this government, at New Orleans, which was received 
here in Angust, when the publication of a volume of 
abOut 300 pages, comprising the Declaration of Inde­
pendence, tbe Constitution, and the enactments of the 
1ir~t and l!eCOBd sessions of the first Congress, were 
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hegun, which progressed slowly up to the openir.g ,,( 
Congress., in September la5t, at wh~ch time, owing to 
the printing of tbe Congressiollal proccetlin'gs, it WrI.':) 
~uf'pc[}dcd. One thousand copies of a. volume' conta~n­
ing, in::;tt~ad of 3QO as wa:; QrigiQully intended, ab,pnt ' 
nu pages, will he "",,,ely for delivery duri'hg lh~ pres­
-ent week. AnJ another 1 a.m assured of a1Jout tbe same 
gizp, (most of the work having bCGn already do~e,) will 
be finished in a few days after the arrival of the paper, 
which has been recently ordered from New Orleans, hy 
the said proprietors. No speciiic cont.ract could be 
entered iltto, owing to the uncertainty uf procuring rna .. 
tcrials, the sickness of operatives in the printing estab­
lishment at that season of the year, and many untoward 
call:';CS which it is tm(,l'c(~:;sar'y to ellumerate. Deeply 
impressed with tbe necessity of baying the la\ys, uuder 
which the Con~tltution~l qovmnrnellt has been organ­
iZ('ll, circulated at a~ carly a period <~::. possible, 1 
aJopted such an arrangernent in their publication as 
8e."i,ed b.ost calculaf"d to allee!. that impurlant object. 
Commencing "\\'ith the DceJaration o~' ]ndepentlt~llcP. 
the Coo:'5tiLution and the en:lctments of the two first 
~nssions ofCon~rcs..::;; l.bt'~1 tilt' Onlinance:~ and thp De­
crees of the Con,:mllatiol1 i'lHd the Provisional (Jo\'crn­
rnent and Convention a,t \Va.-:.hingLon; and, thirdly, t!H-­
Colonization Laws of Mexico and those of the Gov~rr.­
ment of Coal1llila alHl Tex;t:;, as f r a~ thc'y relate to 
the latter country, intending to defer the pllhlicati f i!l 

of the journaL; of the varioud legi:.:btivc bodiea, til( 
th~ last, 1115 they are uf SCC(fnJary importance only. 
It seeln,;; tu me unfllrtullilte that a similar plan waa: 
not at first adopted, iilr sufficient labor has heen be­
p.;to,vf'd upon [be jO;Jrnais to have priuted long ago all 
the, important laws. Enquiries alier enquiries, from 
timt" to time, ,have been made al tbis uepartmellt, why 
the laws have not been distributed? shewing in many 
tt1stances dissatisfaction and irritation on the subjecL. 

Ulld~r these circumstances I would most respectfully 
,r\~(';I)mtIlend that an appropriation be imm(~diatelv rnl-Hk 
of $6,000, in IIhHWy that cali b~; u~ed in New (hkii.lb 
lil the purchase of the ncce~:mr'y lllat(~ria.l::;, eVp.D if it 1m:" 
to be dOlh~ at a cOIJ:;;idl'rablf~ s;!r.:riliec. \Vith thid .. 

llrHOunt the work can be pro;:;et:utL:J succcsss(ullyalld 
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expeditiously to its comple'tion. 'Without an adequa. 
appropriaLion 1 he same embarrassments and delay 
will again occur; rC&Illts to be Jeprecate(l and avoided in 
future if pnosiblc. 

Until a general promulgation of the laws takes placE. 
public opluion will always be subject to erroneous im­

'. vressious, resulting eit:.her from misstatements designedly 
Enatle for Binistl~r purposes, or a want of authentic infor­
mation. 

With regard to the civil department of the govern 
men!. I have the AAlisfactioll to slate tim, the organiza­
tion is complete, elections having taken place through­
out the populated portions of the Hepuhlic, and comm;,­
.ions having been lorwarded to all the officers there ... ,. 

I have the honor to he 
With great consideration and'Tnspect, 

Yonr obedient sen'aOI, 
(Signcd,) R. A. IRION. 

Secretary of StaU. 

The fol!mvillg c<>mmunicntion from tile Acting Secr..­
tary' of the Navy was read: 

To hit E.cellfllr!/, the 

NAVY DEPARTMENT, ~ 
HfYUljton, .Sept. 30, 1837.5 

Pruidcnt if the Republic if 7'CXUl, 
filR :-In suomitting to you a Report of the Navd 

branch of the public service, it hecome! my duty to 
take sOm~ notice of its past "!,,,rmions and Its pres{-,,! 
cuudition. 

At an early period of our struggle li,r national In.le­
ptlndence the importance of our navy, (small as it was,) 
Was fully develop,,,!. Illvaded by a large force by land, 
"lid the natural pro,{uctions of tlte country principally 
destroyed, we haJ to luok "broad for the support of our 
army: and even in fl gre:lt mca.sure fOI' the sustetHJ:llce 
~f'the inhabitants ufthe country. But by the aid of a 
httle fieet, we were enahled so far to eommanrl the Gulf, 
as to kel*p the ve.sseis of ou r enemy off OUl" coast, and 
""cure the introduction of supplies frum abroad. 
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Since the destruction of the MexfC'an army the country 
1ms been gradually recovering from the effects of their in­
human devastation; and it is now mu"h belter prepared 
f0ranother campaign than it was at..the commencement of 
the past. But while thecountry has been gradually rising 
from the eflects of the revolution, our Navy has becollle 
almost extinct. 'rhe emharrased siluat;on of our finan­
ciahffairs, has heretofore renderecl it impossible to make 
the neces~~ry appropriatiuns for keeping it ui; and we 
have now bllt one small vessel afloat to guarc a coast of 
more th'1n ,ix hundred miles in length. While our :'Iiavy 
is in t.his shattered condition, and entirely unable to a1~ 
ford the necessary protection to our commerce, the ~Iex­
ican~ have found means to make such additions to their 
own naval f.trength as will enable them to hold an entire 
control cf the (i~lt: The necessity or adoptin~ meas­
ures tOft'P.1Cdv this evil 'will be apparent to your Excel­
lency. \Vbil(~ our co~st i:; in ttll8 unguarded situation 
the l\fexic·1!B are w;ing every exertion in their power to 
increase tlwir ~trpngth, and thu'3 ser.;ure the permanent 
command oftha Gu It: 

Whether they will attempt illlother campaign against 
11S remn.ins to be solved hy time. But every considera­
tion ofpridc ant! interest \~ill impel them to the underta­
king, ami while we have every assurance from that 
go\'crnment that the conquest of Texas will not be given 
lip, it b'.'cO'nes lb Q.t lc"st to be as well prepared for the 
Wor3t a::; the exigencies of ollr country will allow, and 
even 011 the scon~ of economy it appears to me that the 
interest of oo:r country will be mmt promote!1 by adopt­
ing meu:,urcs to secure the eommanJ of the Gult:...... 
protect OUf commerce and defend u our most impor­
tant pointe on the coast. \Vo sho 1,1 then obviate 
the neC'Cssity of a large number of troops which must 

, ~e required to guard the short" in the event of a weak 
and ineffiL.:ient navy. By this weans an pxpenditure of 
near half a million of dollar .. might he avoided by a 
reduction of the number of troops required to keep up 
the different mdttary posts along the coa~t. From a fair 
".timate it i3 believed tlmt one hundred and fitly men 
would be sulficient for this service, inclnding all o~ forti­
fications. This view gives the Navy an additional claim 
for our consideration; and it becomes onr duty as pub-
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lic-officers, feeling a deep interest in the welfsre 01 the 
country, to reduce the expenditure as much as pouible. 
And when we take into consideration the amount of our 
impost duties which must inevitably be lost if some­
thing is not done. to secure their protection, and the great 
suffering [lnd privation wLich must be' felt by our citi­
zens ti)r the want of foreign articles, amongst which are 
many of the necessary subsistences oflile, too much im­
portance cannot be atLached to tllis subject. Your Ex­
cellency must be aware that our rich commerce must be 
lost, and with it the revenue arising from that source, if 
some thing is not done for its proJection. 

And I am fully of opinion that whatever expense may 
be incurred, for the increase of this branch of our 
public service, we shall be lTlOre than remunerated in 
the revenue which will arise froUl impost duties. 1 
\voula not under the present emharrassed situation of 
the treasury recommend any very heavy cxpemliture tor 
(his purpose; but am of opinion that an appropriation 
of a few thousand doll"rs would be sufficient for the 
contemplated improvement. Two brigs of eighteen 
g'uns, and one or t\VO :small schooners it is believed will 
be 'a slifJiclcnt t(}n:e to give us command of the Gulf~ 
and secure not onlv our commerce but enable us to CIl1-

harass and cripple the po\ver ofourenelIJics. And I am 
convinced that lIO cour::c will be so \vell calculated to 
force the ~lcxicani; 10 a. rec:ognitinn of our national 
independence a~ 10 ~nake them feel OIlT pOWf1'. This 
can b(~ etleclcd in no \\ t1y so eas1ly and \vith the same 
assurance of success as in the manner here proposed. 

But the necessity of a Navy. great at all times, \viH be 
imperiolls in case o[ anodlt~r invasions by the ~IexjcaDs. 
\Vith the ,c:ca dosca against Ollr COlnmCl'<..:e, the crops of 
our entcrprizin.q' pl:mters. either destroyed or rendered 
\"aluclc:::::s, and ollr country invaded by fl. brge army, 
you may readily" (';:dcuhted the: emharrassed situation 
of'all clil,sSC8 of the C'r;mnlunity. Contemptible as ,1,'C 

view th~ pnhr,y I!fllion ""yho are ~mnoying us, it is neveI­
theless the {lell'! of wi,dom (rj be prepu.red for the \n>rst. 
And we should Hot in any c\"put alIo\v them to annoy our 
commerce, or rlisplay a hostile Ilttg upon our horders. 

N,jthing will ho so well calculated to increase our rep­
utatipg abroad-as the knoWledge of our ability, to protect 



169 

ourselves. This ability we know we have. The 
bravery of our troops; the noble acts ,of our small but 
gallant navy assure us of success; and we only want ~n 
opportunity to BIlOW to the world. that a nation distin­
guished alike for perfidy in her councils and cowardice 
in the field, though numbering millions, cannot prevail 
against a ,'malt "mid ~/ determiued freemen! ! \Vhen 
we take into cOllBideration the value of our forei,Q"11 com­
merce which H1u~L be crippled or destroyed it' some 
tbiug is no~ done i<)l" i~~ protection, a l~~cJaule priae it is 
beliel,red wIll be nmmlested by nur cltli;;ens OIl the: sub­
ject; and we may look with confidence to their liberality 
tor aid in t.his measure. 

Nature has suppliea U.1 with an abundauce of the best. 
mCltcrials in the worl<l for the construction of ships, nnd 
1 look t()[wa.rd "vi til much solicitudr~ to the time wheu 
ou (. own hardy ship builders shall repair to our <>Wll lor­
[PM, cut timber alJd lallnc.h into our own harbours ,llly ad­
ditional force \Va may rCfJuirc for our protection. Butour 
country i.'3 now too young. That hardy and enterprising 
cla:;;.::; of medlil.lIic~, baye Bot as yet iJ/~come BUtilCiclltly 
nUIl1croUS in our country, anu ,vc shall be cOrIlpdled tt? 
rely on tcn-eign markets fl1r the pun.:hase of our \-e::;seis. 
But experience has taught us the necessity of hav lUg 
~()lne depot· Oft our oum coast capable of repairing Our 
'\"'Csscls, such vessels as 've have heen under dw nc­
Ilt'ccs:;ityof sending abroad tor that purpose; the re­
pairs have gcnerally cost us double what they would 
had the Silme work bern done in our O'VIl harbours. 
Others tiJ[ the ,vant of the necessary repairs have beC']) 
!~Jllnd unsci1\yorl.llY, rUHI lo:.'t, \,,-hen perhap:::: the expclH1i­
tun: of a small sum \v(JUld have saved lberJ] i()[ the ser­
vices of our country. Thp. sc:hnoner Brutu9, no,v the: .ollly 
vessel remainlng of our little navy, is ill Ihi~ condil iOll, 
and \vill he unfit fOf sea until she shall undergo a tbo:i:­
nugh cxalDination anJ reiitment. \Vith tlJi:s view :_b~ 
department has ordered Capt. AlexuIldl.':'[ Tboml'~'u_~_ 
...:hid" hydrographer, to make an exarninatioll ()f(jah~L'::;toij 
harhor, [or tbe purpose ot making a selection of a. slIi1.;l­
blc place [or a Savy Yard, amI ,,,,mostly reqtlested linn 
be ~d101Jld make a rcturu to thIS department 8t as early :l 
da.y a:3 possiLle. But o\vitlg to indisposition be ha-:: ~]ot 
yet ;'cen able to perform that duty, but I am in daily' ex-

16 . 
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pcctationof his repolt. The expense itis believed will be 
nothing when compared with the advantages which will 
fio\v from the measure, for nothing like a naval estab­
lishment can be kept up without having some place 
\yithin our o\vn ,vaters fin° the repairs of our vessel:;. 

In selecting this place it will be well to look for­
\'\"ard to future cvcnts 1 \vhen the expenditures no\v made, 
IIwy he a part of a more extensive establishment. We 
look forward te the time when the finances of the coun­
try (though now small,) will be abundant; when the 
~."penditure fClr (his most important branch of the public 
scryicc need not be limited to a few thousand dollars. 
\Vitl! thi, view it will be necessary to select a point 
suitable for an extensive estalJIichment and that the 
\,.-ork be done in a ~uhstantial and pro-pcr manner. An 
(·~tirnate of .tlle probable expenses necessary for this 
df~[lartDlent for the next t\velvc months will accompnny 
i his report, ma.rked A. 

The conduct of the commander of the Invincible has 
IH:-en the subject ofiIl\-cstigation in this (lepartment. In 
co~sequence of tbere nnt being a suffici!3pt number of 
"meers of' tbe same grade, to enable tbis department to 
convene a court martial, on1ers were issued to the com­
mander of the Brutus, Capt. Boyland, to' superintend 
rhe, taking oT depositions relative to the chfJ.rges prefer­
red against Capt. Tbntnpson and the other officers of the 
invincible, all of 'which have heen attended 1.0, and arc, 
logcthcr vvith a copy of Capt. ThOlnpson's sailing orders 
on the late, cruise, here\vith submitted to your Excel· 
lucy's consideration, markRd n. The Brutus sustained 
C{ Il1sillerable damage in consequence of {in ineffectual 
'l((empt to get out of the harbor of Galveston to the assis­
'ance of the Invincible, in the bte action between that 
'essel and the two Mexican brigs. A report of her present 
condition toO"ether "vith the reports of the ,commanders 
nf both vcs~e1s, and the correspondence oj' thi.s d ('part­
lllent, and Capt. ThompmIl of (he fnvincible, upon the 
;-;ubject of the cruise, \\' ill be found in the accompany­
ing uocuments, marked C. 

I wonld respeetfnlly suggest the prop~iety of adopting 
.oome measures for the better payment of tbe officers and 
,:rews. of our Navy. Your' Excellency is aware that 
lherelS not a class of men on earth who require means 
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when Oil shore mpre than seamen. It will be utterly 
impossible to man our vessels, or even keep a. Crew 
together, if \ve do not adopt some measures for paying 
them off regularly 'i.n a guoti C1tt'rellOj!! I 'V QuId t}lere­
i()fC suggest the propriety of luaking scrip, i~s.ucd iIi 
payment for naval services, receivable in the CU3tmll 
House, awl i;)1' any other monies due the government. 
If sQmelhing i::l not done in thi;; matter I am convinced 
that we might a. well ahandon any attempt to keep up 
" Naval establishmellt. Seamen will not attend to their 
uuty unless they are regularly paid. Experience has 
demonstrated this fact, anu I leave the propriety of 
uoing something in this matter fur the consideration of 
your Excellency. 

Something should also be done for the better provis­
ioning of the Navy. An extract from" communication 
on this subject, ji-om Capt. J. D. Boyland, of the schoo­
ner Brutus, is here\\rith communicated, marked D. 

r have dso to communiCClte to your Excellency the 
report of Lieutenant Francis B. Wright, who has been 
appointed b:\(l this department to make an examination of 
the brig Phuinix, an,l the schooners Correo anu Thorn. 
Toby. l<~rQfn his report it may he soen that they may 
all be IittJid out for sea at a very trifling expense, and 
tkat'the Tlfom Toby, in,partieular,is now ita a tolerable 
conditiop for a cruise. . ~; ... ' 

His report and the reason's urged for their immediate 
purchase, will be found in a document marked E. 

I have not yet been able to investigate the accounts of 
the officers of the Navy to the end that I may ascertain 
the expenses of that branch of the public service for the 
the last year, but will hand them to Vou as soon as lllad·, 
out, whi"ch is in progress. oJ 

The eamestGC;;S with which I have urged the neces­
sity for an appropriation for the increase of our l\aval 
establishment must find an excuse in the s~rona convic­
tio~ whi~h I fee~, that no appropriation can be' mack 
whICh WIll more mcrease the glo:y and prosperity of our 
country. I have ln~de suggestIOns for such ltnprnvc. 
ments, a!; I anl convJncecl the nature of the seryice dc­
m~ncls, should the): meet -with y?ur approhation, and n> 
Celye acorresponulOg response from Con.2,ress, llookfof-
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ward to days of prosperity to our navy, and safety and 
protection to our commerce. 

Very Respectfully, 
Your obedient servant, 

(Signed,) W"L l\I. SHEPHERD. 

P. S. Since fini,hing the above, Capt. Alexander 
Thompson's Report of the survey and location of a site 
for a Navy Yard was handed in and is herewith submit­
ted, marked F. 

Respectfu lly, 
Your obedient servant, 

(Signed,) WM. M. SHEPHERD. 
Acting Secretary <if the Na,xy. 

The following communication wasthen read from the 
Post-Master General. ' 

POST OFFICE DEPARTMENT, . ~ .,' 

City of HoustQn, 1837 •• ) , 

To hiB Excellency, Sam Houston, . ' t", 0.' 

Pre~,dent of tlte RlpubltLfJI '1'e1'% ' 

SIR :-In submitting for your con~iaeratio' th9 follow­
ing report asking a repeal of We 9th section 'of the Post 
Office Law, I am influeri~~"'y' a sincere deslIe to see 
this brancb of tbe government established on such a basis 
as will be a: sure guarantee to its future successfulopera­
tion, independent of the present limited resources of our 
government: 

In calling your attention to this subject allow me If> 
present for your consideration tbe following facts as they 
exist in relation to this Department: 

First, '(1ne immense unsettled country over ,yhicb the 
carrie" Imve to transport the mails, to meet tlw neces­
sary .demands of this branch oftbe public service. 

Secondly, The higb value placed on all kinds of 
labor forbids the idea of obtaining contracts for transpot­
ing the mails at reduced rates for many years to come. 

And, thirdly, The policy of tbe former form of goy­
ernment, was sucb that it placed in the bands of ihdJ­
vlduals sucb large portions of the wild domain, that it 
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cannot at an early day become a very densely populated 
country. I would therefore respectfully Bugge,! [0 your 
Excellency tho propriety of repealing the 9th scction of 
an act creatIng a General Post Office, &c.; passed 
Decemher 20th, 1836; and the adoption of the following 
rates of pn . ..::t:(qC, namely: 

For ,'V .~\. !f. :j"r composing a single sheet of paper, 
and 1 ~Uly d.istance not exceeding forty miles, 
twelve n "P1Jts; over forty and not exceeding one 
hundrell llllle:-;, twenty-five ccnts; over one hunched :lna 
not exceeding one hundred and fifty miles, thirty-seven 
and a half cents; over one hundred and fifty miles, fifty 
cents. U pall all ship letters, six and a fourth cents ,hedl 
be charged in addion to it the above mteB ; on all letters 
composed of two piecps of paper double theratioofasin­
gle letter; letters composed of three pieces, tripple those 
mtes; and f(lr every package composed of four or more 
pieces of paper, or things, and weighing one ounce, 
quadruple thaserates; and in that proportion for all grear­
or '\veights. 

NC\\'3papCl'~ carried not over one hundred miles, onc 
cent each; pamphlets carried not over one hundred 
miles, per sMf, one and half cents; oyer one hundred 
miles, t\!,oocnts and a half; ancl allletlcrs and news­
papers. g?ip~ out of Texas it shall be the duty of the 
Post Master10 reqUlre the postage In advance. 

In order lIlore fully to illustrate the necessity of the 
repe"l of said section, I herewith submit an account of 
the revenue arising fi'om the different office~, COll1JDCllr."f'­

ing on th" 1st day of March, and ending on the 20th 
day of June, 1837; and also the amount of expenditure', 
during the same period. 

Amount of revenue arising from the differ­
ent offices for the time mentioned as nearly 
as can be ascertained, $725 00 

Amount of contracts for the same period 
nearly 7 000 00 

l3y this exhihit y~u will see how utterly ina~lc(luat" 
ih~~ present reV~llue IS to meet the current expencliturr:s 
of this departmcet. 

I would therelorc respectfully suggest the proprietyof 
all approp"allOn of twenty thousand dollars, to meet 
the present demands, and sustain this department iu tI 

'1~ Je 



174 

early part of 1838. Confidently, howeyer, this snbject 
will command your early attention. 

I have the honor to be, 
Your obedient servant, 

(Silled,) R. BARR, 
Poat Master Geru;ral. 

On motion Qf Mr. Branch the report of the Secretary 
of State waS referred to tbe Committee on Foreign Re­
lations. 

On motion of Mr. Gazley the report of the Post lIIas· 
ter General was referred tQ the Committee on Post 
011ice8 alltl PO,! Roads. 

On motion of IIlr. Thompson, so much of the Acting 
Secretary of the Navy'. Report as relates lathe Navy,. 
was relerred to the Committee on Nayal AfJairs; and, 

So much as relates to the army referred to tbcCom-
mittec on Military Afhirs. - . . 

Mr. Baker mo\'cd to reconsider the vote on re[ernng 
the Secretary of State's report to the C01nmittee on 
Foreign Relations: lost. ,_ 

An act creating the county of Fayeu9 \vas taken up 
and read a tbird time and passcd, and, " 

The title is * • • .~ 

The Ayes and Noes being called filr, the vote stood 
thus, 

AYEs-Messrs. Baker, Branch, Burleson, Brenan, 
Gazley, Hardiman, Hill, Jones of Austin, Linn, Meni­
fee, M'Kinney, Ponton, ltusi<, Rowlett, Sutherlund 
and Tborton-16. 

KOEs-<Messrs. Speaker, Clark, Douglass, Eng~ 
lish, Grigsby, Gant, Jones of Br,azoria, Jack, I .. uU1p~ 
kin, Pierpont, Power, and ThOlnpson-12. 

On motion the House adjonrncd till 3 o'clock, this 
afternoon. 

THREE O'CLOCK, P. )II. 

The House me! pursnant to adjournment. , 
The act to organize the militia was taken up on lts 

third reading. 
On motion of 1I1r. Baker referred to the Committee 

on Military Affairs. 



175 

The act to define the boundaries of tbe county ofLih­
erty was taken up, and, 

On Mr. Rusk's motion, laid' on the table. 
On motion of Mr. Rusk the orders of the day were so 

far suspended as to permit the Military Committee to 
report 

Mr Rnsk, chairman of the ~mitary Committee, then 
reported the Militia Bill without amendment. 

Mr. Baker mover! to refer the bill to a Select Commit­
tee of five: lost. 

The fu~ther read,ng of the bill was dispensed with, 
and, 

The Ayes and Noes hc,ng called for, the vote stood 
thus, 

AYEs-Messrs. Branch, Burleson, Baker, Brenan, 
Clark, Douglass, English, Grigsby, Hardiman, Hill, 
Jones of Brazoria, Jones of Anstin, Jack, Linn, Lump­
k,n, Ponton, Power, Rusk, Rowlett and Thornton-21. 

NOEs-Messrs. Gazley, Gan!, Menifee, M'Kinney, 
P,erpont, Sutherland and Thompson-7; the bill passed, 
and, 

The title is 

The bill to defme the boundaries of the county of Lib­
erty was taken np. 

Mr. Gant move to strike out the words after" Trinity 
River "thence across the river in the same direetion to 
a point nine miles distant," and insert '"thence do\vn 
said river to the lower Cochatta Village:" lost. 

On motion of Air. Branch the bill was ordered to be 
engrossed for a third reading. 

On motion of Mr. Thompson, the House atljourned till 
10 o'clock to-morrow morning. 

THURSDAY, 10 O'CLOCK, Nov. 23, 1837. 
The House met pursuant to adjournment. 
The journal of tbe preceding day being read, 
Mr. Sutherland presented the petition of Samuel 

M'Culloch, which was, 
On his motion, referred to the Judiciary Committee. 



176 

:'Iff. Rusk, chairman of the Military Committee, to 
whom was referred the petition of J ohl! Brenan, [('ported 
that they had h:l:d the subject under considerai inn and 
are of opinion that the ca3C is one that shoul,1 be inve;­
ticrated and relief granted; that they could not sanction 
th~ infliction of punishluent so severe, as the loss of 
reputation by being dishonorably discharged from the 
service, \vithout first having a fair and impartial trial. 
There being many cases of this description they ,ue of 
opinion that some general law ought to be .pa.ssed for 
the relief of such persons; and report the following reso· 
lution, in order to place the House in possession of the 
['lcts: 

" Resolve .. :, That the Secretary of War be required 
to furnish to this House the names of all persons who 
have been dishonorably discharged from the service, by 
whom, for what cause, under whose orders, and by 
what authority or law they have been so discharged:" 
adopted, and report concurred in. 

:'liT. Jack, chairman of the Judiciary Committee, 
reported a bill to explain and amcnd the laws relating 
to Probate Courts:" read a first time. 

Leave being granted, Mr. Thompson presenled the 
the petition Mr. Legrand, with accompanying vonehers : 
which, 

On his motion, was referrcd to a Select Committee of 
three. 

Messrs. Thompson, Rusk and Burleson were appoin· 
ted said committee. 

Mr. Jack, chairman of the Judiciary Committee, tu 
whom was referred the petition ofLcwis B. JOlles, a free 
negro: rcported unfavorably to the same: report con­
curf(:~d in. 

)Ir. Baker, Chairman of the Committee on Countv 
Boundaries, reported a bill accompanied by the petitio;l 
of sundry citizens of Washington county for the crea­
tionof a new county to be called Montgomery county: 
read a first time. 

Mr. Gant withdrew the papers of Lewis B. Jones, 
by leave~ of the House. 

Mi. Jack, introduced a bill to incorporate the Brazos 
Insurance Company: read a first time. 

Mr. Douglass introduced a bill to incorporate tbe 
Bank of Nacogdoches : read a first time. 
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~lr. Jones of Austin, intreullced a joint resolution to 
authorize the Chief J ostice's of the counties, to grant 
Brlllk Ch:trtt'fS, provided they do not grant more than 
t\velvc chartcr~in each county: read a first time. 

~Ir. B,lker, chairman of the committee on Cl)llntv 
Boundaries, reported a bill to define the boundarie:3 ~f 
Bau Aug-ustinc county: read a first time. 

;\Ir. Hardiman introduced a joint resolution, Ina king 
.atl appropriatioI1 for purchasing stationary, &c., flJr tke 
General Land Office: read a first time . 

. Mr. Thompson introduced a joint resolution to au­
thorize the Prcsident of the Senate and Speaker of the 
House of Representatives to adjourn their respective 
HOUS8.s, on the second of D;)ccm bel', to mp,et at \Vasb­
ington, on the Brazos: read a first time. 

'\1r, Branch moved the indefinite postponemetJt of 
the resolution. 

Tlte Ayes ant! Noes heing called for, the vote stood 
tbll:::, 

..:\..YE;:;-~leR~rs. B~lk{-'r, Bnlllch, Jones of Brazoria, 
Jac:k, Linn, l\Icnifee, Ponton aHel Power-So 

Nrms-~Iessrs. Speaker, Burleson, Drenan, Clark, 
Douglass, English, Gazley, Grigsby, Gan1, Hardimuu, 
Hill, Jones of Austin, Lewis, Lumpkin, !WKiliney, 

, Pierpont Rusk, Rowlett, Sntherland, Thompson anci 
Thornton-21 : lost. 

i"Ir. Jones, of Austin, introduced a hill to incorporate 
the towns of Uichmond anel San Fclippe: read a fifOl 
time, 

.Mr. Burleson introduced a joi.l1t resolution to aLRolvf' 
the dppopl:11ated counties from paying taxes during the 
present year: read a first time. 

Mr. Jones, of Austin, from the Select Committee to 
enquire into the agreement of B. R. Milam, reported" 
copy of the act. 

On motion of Mr. Gazley the bill-to incorporate tho 
city of Houston was taken up and referred to a Select 
Committee of three . 

. l\Iessrst ~.Tazley, Jack :lorl Hardiman \Yew n:ppointed 
saId corn mlttce. 

Mr. Burleson introduced a bill to define the boundn­
rics of the county of Mina: rcad a first time. 

!llr. J>onton moved to refer it to the COll1tl1ilt~c on 
County Bounrlaries: lost. 
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On motion of l'Ir. Ponton the Cotllmittec on County 
1Jntlllll<llies 'Vt'ft' reqllestetl to return the bill defining 
:';c LOllJl(brie8 of the county of Gunz81es. 

)I~·. 1-)iil.';:f~r requf~:-:tclI to ~Le c,Xcll:sed from serving on 
lhp C~)ln!ll!Ltl:'e on Countv Bounuaries: lost. 

On rnutiull of :;)'1r. Bak~r, )Ir. Ponton ,vas added to 
the Committee on County BOllndaries. 

Tbe _\cl tn define the boundaries of the COllllty of 
Liberty was taken up and rcarl a third time, "and 
passcLl. 

The Ayes and !'ines being called for, on the pQssage 
of the bill, the vote stood tbus, 

AYEs-Messrs. Baker, Brancb, Burleson, Brenan, 
Clark, Gazley, Grigsby, Hardiman, Jones of Austill, 
Jack, Linn, Lewis, Menifee, M'Kinney, Pierpont, Pon­
ton, Power, Rowlett, Sutherland aIJd Thompson-20. 

"IoEs-lIfessrs. Douglass, English, Gant and Lump­
kin-4. 

Tbe title is "an act to define the boundaries of the 
County of Liberty." 

The joint resolution fixing the salaries of Indian 
Commissioners was taken up and read a third time, and 
passed, and, 

The title is "an act fixing the salaries of Indian Com­
missioner.a." 

The act to create the county of Fort Bend was taken 
up anJ read a second time, and ordered to be engross­
eJ for for a third reading. 

Mr. Gazley presented the petition of J. J. Linn, with 
accompanying documents, which was referred to the 
Committee on Claims and Accounts, without, reading. 

On Illotion of Mr. Douglass, the House adjourned 
lill 3 o'clock, P. l\I. 

THREE O'CLOCK, P. M. 

Tho Hou,e met pursnant to adjournment. 
The Tariffbill Was taken up, and, 
On motion of Mr. Sutherland, laid on the table. 
Mr. Jones, of Brazoria, introduce<l a bill relating to 

the Post Office Department: read a first time. 
OJ] motion of Mr. Jones, of Brazoria, the orders of 

the day were 80 far suspended as to take up the joint 
resolution to authorize the President to appoint an agent 
to purchase vessels, and fit out the Navv. 
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On motion o£ Mr. ~Icnifeo the resolution was indefi­
nitely postponed. 

The Ayes and Xoes being called for, the vote stood 
tlms, 

AYEs-i'lIessrs. Baker, Braneb, Burleson, Brenan, 
Douglass, Griq-ghy, Gant, Jones of Brazoria, Menifee, 
I\PKinney, Pierpont, Power, Rowlett, Sutherland, 
Thompson and Thornton-1o 

NOEs-Thlessrs. Speskcr, Clark, Euglish, Hardimau, 
Hill, Jones of Au,tin, Linn, Lumpkin, Ponton and 
Rusk-l0: postponed. , 

'The act to incorporate Colora:lo Navigation Company 
was taken up on its second readmg. 

On luotion oC ,Mr. Branch the House went into Com­
mittee of the ·'Vhole on the Lill. 

l\h. Jonc3.of Brazoria in the chair. 
On motion of :Mr. Mellif{~e the commlttcA rose; the 

chairman rcportel] the bill n3 adopted, and asked to be 
discharged from further consicleration of the bill; report 
concurred in. 

On motion of ~fr. Branch the bill was ordered to be 
engrossed for a third re:uling. 

On motioll of }Ir. Jones, of Brazoria, the House iJd­
ymrnull till 10 o'clock, to-D1orro\-v morning. 

FRIDAY, 10 O'CLOCK, A. M. Nov. 2·!-, 1837. 

rho Hous~ met pursuant to adjournment. 
Thejonrnals of the preceding day being rc;uL 
Mr. Ro\vlett introduced a. bill to incorporatP the to\vn.~ 

of Clarksville and Lexington: read a first time. 
Mr. Branch presented the petition of Samuel Whiling, 

\vith accompanying documents, which \\'at~, on hi~ 
motion, referred to the Committee on Claims mid Ac­
C()lltlt~. 

~!l'. Sutherland introduced a bill to define the hOllll­

d,uie> of the county of Jackson: read a first time. 
"JI r. Linn moycd to rcier it to the eomlI1jttc{~ on CfHlnl y 

boundaries: lost. . 
Mr. Gazlcy presente,] the petition of sU1l(lry citizcl" 

residing near the t:hn Jacinto river, relatinfT to 1be hord;,; 
of wild caltie in that neighborhood. b 
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Mr. Jones of Austin moved to return.the same to the 
persons who signed it: adopted. 

}lr. Linn presented the petition anJ protest of sundry 
citizens of Vi~toria county opposed to detaching any 
part of the saIlle to form the county of Jackson. 

On motion of :\1f. Sutherland, the vote 011 referring the 
hill to define the boundaries of Jackson countv was 
reconsidered, and rcierred, ,vith the petition all'd pro­
tegt from Victoria, to a select committee of three. 

}Icssrs. Jones of Austin, UllOk and Baker were ap­
pointed snid committee. Mr. Baker asked to be excused 
from serving on the cOIumittcc, \vhich was not grunted .. 

J1r. Gazley, Chairman of the Commiltee OIl Post­
OHlccs and Post-Uoads, reported that they have had the 
report of the Postmastf'r-Gcncral under consideration, 
aIlt] (hat there was now a bill lJdiJre tile House on tbe 

,mhie<:t of that department, winch they recommended to 
the HOllse. 

~I:-. Sutherland presented the petition of Thomas [". 
~rl(il1ucy and wife, praying Congress to pas . .:: a law to 
enahle theth to dispose 0f tbeir estates hy will to such 
I'enmns as they may see lit; also a hill filr their relief 
in the case: WG.':' read a first time. 

On mol ion of ;\1r. Husk, the hill was refencll to the 
"judiciary committee. 

2'fr. Jilck, Cbainmll1 of J LHliciary Committee, then 
reporteLl a bill relating to per;son.s donating their e:::1u.Lcs, 
,1S il Sub3titute for the one referred to them, \vhich ,vaS 
adopu>J and read the iirst time_ 

~\Ir. J::tc:k, tl'um tbe mnjority of the Judiciary Commit~ 
tee, rnadc the followilJg report, \vhich was laid on the 
taLle on ~'Ir. UanL'~ lllotiou. 

The Ilmlcreigucd members of the Judiciary COllHnit­
teE', to \vhom was referred the IJiU f(Jr the repe<:ll uf all 
act CflLitlcd Ail A(:t II) CharLer the TeXelS Hail-Howl, 
N,)sig~.ni{)n alld I-b.ukillg Comprwy, not being able w 
,ltrree ill opiuioll \yitll the (Jtber members of the Jlldi~ 
l'i~u'Y CommiLtee, rcsp:_'ctfully beg leave to submit tht-' 
fullo\viug, as containing their views upon the subject: 
submitted. 

No difference of opinion exists as to the ctTccts and 
ultimate consequences, if the company shall succeed in 
guing into operation under tbeir charter, we all unite in 
t he opinion that by the act of incorporation privileges and 
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pIn-vcrs are gruntcJ to .. individLl~lls tr;c cxcrci~e of \vhich 
would notouly be seriously ,letrimcntal to the welfare 
allll pro3pcrity of the nation, uut c,1.Iculatcd to controi 
and direct the operations o,f gpvernrnent, if jt did not 
t,)tally sl1i>vcrt ~ml ovc,rthrow its (reG am! republican 81"1f­
acler. If hy the power wbich wealth alonect>.n wield, 
the HOiltcltilJ~ h.-n-c been ablp to nlako the so"vrej""ns of 
I.!:llropo- sub~crYicnL tn their purpose,;:;, what may ~-e not 
calcubU·; ns the result o.f such an opcratiYe machine as 
this colossal cha,tcr \vhen a.cting upo~ and directed: 
aoainst the people and the government of Texas. In 
tl~is clmrter are contained provisions which will ine\-­
itably. produce a powerful monied aristocracy, awl 
1 hereby lU.'1.inly contributo to the 1.0'38 of the rights and 
liberties of the.people. But it is not tbe province of the 
l;ommittec to point out or enumerate tlw evils of tIlt::.; 
institution, they are palpable and manifold. TileY-are 
callell on for an opinion as to thu expe(licncy off! relnedy 
of lh(J~e evils t as proposC(~"by tIle bill uud~r considera­
tion, and h{;re. it is· that your committee diHcr. The 
undersigned, gre~tl~r as they deplOl~c the. con.3c(11lcnce;::: 
!)f t.llilJ basty and Ul1\Yt3C legis.lation Yi.~:~ich granted the 
chnrtcr, arc llc\-ertlwle.'3s qf the firm opinion that it \vas 
one in nccordant:;:c \vith the constitutional pr)\vers ot 
Congress, which <LutllOrizcs Congress to grant charters, 
&c. ancl that certain privileges nnd r~gllts arc tJl{~r8by 
vested in inclivi(luals, ruinou~ auo dangerous tbougll the)' 
he, [lmt \Yhir;h this Cou~rf:\:3S1 \vith no po\vers lhat t1)(' 
first did not pos3e~5, cnnnot t.ake a~ay. It i~ cOlltende(L. 
:llld perlmps corructly, th~lt there are certain privqe,gc2 
granted in the charter \v·hi.ch the grnntee~ arc not p{~r~ 
mittcd to hold anti C'xerci::;e Lv the con:-:ti1.lItio!l, uwl 
which t}le Congress was pl'Ohi,ljifed trom granting". II 
this hypothesis is est~bli~hed, docs it J()Jl()\V that til,· 
legisla,turc can declare it so and thus virtunlly repcai 
1.iH=' charter? The undersigned cannot se{-:! the f;)rct~ 0;' 
tlii::: reafl.onipg, nor ~dort the correctness of l]jf~ COru:lll­
.-:j,')11. [1' thJ~ i~ admitted, it ":Oula only llf'. ~leCCGSpr\ 
t()r you to inscribe uprJrt yrlur journal.:: your opinion :l.":; t:, 
Ihf~ Llncop~l.itlJti()!!ality ()t"llU'h\·I."~ and 111113 vou rniL:!Jt :1: 
!)l1CC extingui:-.b uud annihilaf.:' en;rv rirrlJt "hf)\VeY~"I' ...:' _ 

!:n·cL which fOrUlf't" It.:~.i ..... b..turr:; b;n:l' g~<'J:Jltcd, it \v()~li:l 
nnt b(~ nC!'c'ss,ary tin' a ];\\\. or ('harler l~) Gc actual1v un-

Iii ., 
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constitutional to render it inoperative, it would be suffi­
cient if you believed it so, and ,muld so declare it. 

This is a nc\v doctrine, a.nd one which is jn violatioH 
of all tbe usages and customs of liberal and constitutional 
govcrmnents, and ,,,ill not stand the test of argu,lllellt 
and investigation. 

In conclusion, the undersigned are of opjnioH that 
organizcu as the gOYf~rnment of Texas is, the judici~ry 
i< the only trihunal which can declare a law to be uncon­
stitutional. That \"hen Congress shall attempt to do so, 
it will be an assumption of power not delegated to them, 
and an encroachment on the jurisdiction and prerogatives 
of another and co-ordinate hranches of the government. 
They therefore recommend the indefinite postponement 
ofthe bill. 

P. C. JACK. 
T. J. GAZLEY. 

• E. T. BRANCH. 
Mr. Thornton, fium the'Seleet Committee, to whom 

was referred the papers, &c., ofC. Hillibrant, reported, 
that his claim for horses should not he audited, but that 

. he shoul,l receive pay for beef furnished. Report con-
curred in. " 

On leave of the House, Mr. Branch withdrew thr· 
papers of C. Hillihrant. 

Mr. Jones, of Brazoria, introduced a joint resolntinll 
to lax all bank stock: read first time. 

Several communicatiuns from the auditor were re­
ceived, and, on motion of Mr. Thompson, they were 
reICrred to the Committee on Claims and Accounts.­
The eiaiins of S. Whiting, J. Forbes, A. E. C. Johnson, 
alld M. A. de la Garza, were the several documents. 

The bin to ineorpomte the Colorado Navigation COtIl­
pany was taken up end read a thire! time by its caption. 
The ayes and noes being called for, on the passage oi 
the bill, the vote stood thus: 

AYEs-?I'iessrs. Speaker, Baker, Bmncb, Brenan, 
Gazley, Ilardiutan, Jones of Brazoria, Linn, Lumpkin) 
lIfenif"e, I1l'Kinncy, Pierpont, Power, Rusk, Sutherland. 
Tbornloll-16. 

NOEs-Messrs. Clark, Grigsby, Gant, Hill, Jones of 
Austin, Row 1ett-6: passed. The title is "An Act to 
Incorporat~ the Colorado Navigation Company." 
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The several finance bills were taken np on their se­
,:011<1 readmg, and Mr. Branch moved to postpone their 
'consideration until Wednesday next. The Ayes and 
:'i"oes being called for, the vote stood thus: 

A n,"-~Ic<srs. Speaker, Baker, Branch, Clark, En­
glish, Gazley, Grigsby, Hill, Jones of Brazoria, Jones of 
Austin, Jack, Lumpkin, !ll'Kinney, Pierpont, Power, 
Rusk, R.owlett, Thornton-1S. 

NOEs-Messrs. Burleson, I;lrcnan, Douglass, Gant, 
H"rdiman, Linn, Menifee, Ponton, Suthcrland~9. --

The orders of the day wete so far suspended, on 
Illation orMr. R.usk, as to take up the joint resolution Jor 
the purchase of the laws of Coahuila and Texas, on its 
second readirrg. 

Mr. Rusk moved to amend hy inserting "provided 
their cost shall not exceed more than $1200:" adopted. 

Mr. Jones of Brazoria offered a suhstitute for the joint 
resolution which was adopted, and on his motion lhe 
rule was suspended and the bill read a third time and 
passed: and the title is "a joint resolution for the com­
pensation of Manuel Carahajal." , 

On motion of Mr. Rusk, the rule was suspended, and 
the joint resolution for the relief of Lucinda Shannon 
was taken np on its second reading. 

On motion of Mr. Jones of Brazoria the rule Was sus­
pended, and the bill read a third time. Ayes and Noes 
being called for, on the final passage of the bill, the vote 
stood thus: 

AYES-~fcssrs. Baker, Burleson, Brenan, DoughBR, 
Grig:sby, Hardiman, Jones of Austin, Jack, Lumpkin, 
Memfee, M'Kinney, Pierpont, Power, Rusk, Rowlett, 
Sutherland, Thompson, Thornton-IS. 

NOEs-Messrs. Speaker, Branch, English, Gant, Linn, 
1'onton-6. 

Andt!>e title is "a joint resolution for the relief of 
Lucinda Shannon." " 

Mr. Gant introduced a bill for the relief of 8tilm3,n 
S. Curtis. ' 

On motion of Mr. Thompson the House adjounll,d tn 
:3 o'clock p. m. ' 

THREE O'CLOCK, r. M. 

The HOll,se met pursuant to adjournment. 
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The bill for, the relief of Stilman 13. Curti" ,Yas read 
nrst time. 

}Ir. Sutherbntl int.roJllce.<l a bill proyitling for the 
is:suing of attnchlnen18 jll cerlaip C<l..-;es: rC~ld first tin:u;;. 

J.Ir. :Douglass lntrodllce(l a bill relatiIlg to foreign 
YE'Bsds: read a fir:::!. 1jme~ and,. on 1\ir. Ja('k's lTI{Jt1o:a, 
retcrred to comminec on Ij'avid niTairs . 

. Mr. Jacli: ~l1t.r(){lllccd ajoil1t resolution to authorize the 
pudi\or to p.:ly the comrni'::=Sloncrs appointed 10 ~'eceive 
-i)ropusals to Locate the Stal of ~()Verllmfnt fiyc clollars 
each per clay: read OJ. 1i l"n time, and on his tTIotion the. 
rul", W"8 ;uspcnded ,ilIc)' the hill read ,a seconc) and tbird 
tjnw 8.11(1 passed, ana the title is "<1. joi~t.resolution to 
{)()mpcllsate the c~m1n~isioncrs appointed 10, locat~ the 
Scat of Goverm1,1cnt." 

}Ir. Douglass introuuced the accollnt of Dr .. A. Jones, 
[lnd on his motion it was referred to the Committee vn 
Claims ani,[ Accounts. _. '. ' 

lIIr. Brenaointtoclo:.;e.I '" bill to provide fortbe ".pro· 
tection of tbe South Western Frontier:" read first time. 

lIit. Gazleyintroducea'a'hill relating to forfeited laUds: 
read first tiiPe.' _ -, -_ 

Mr. Douglass introcluc~d a bill levying taxps on cer~ 
tian lands: read first lime. 

-Leave of absence was granted Mr. Gazlev till- live 
days. ' , . 

The act to create-the couuty of Fort Bend,: read 
third time by its caption and paS,sed, and the ~itle, is, 
"An Act to create the county "fFort Bend." 

The act to revise. the.'severa11'arifI· La;,\, 8 , was takell 
up. and all motion of ):Ir. Sutherland, laid on the tabl'" 

An act to define tbe boundaries of the count v of Red 
niver, was taken up on its second rcading. .. ,._ 

On !Dolion uC ~Ir. Howlett, the following ~clditional 
section was achloe! :-That the first county court ior said 
county sball he held in Clarksville, on tbe second Mon-, 
<lay in January, lS38, at which time and place the chie! 
justice of' said county shall appo,illt two commis"ioners 
from tile upper end, and two hom the lower end, and 
one from the centre of said county, whose duty' it shall 
be .(aller ,being duly sworn} to locate the temporary scat 
01 JustIce for srud county, and make report thereof to the 
cbiefjustice of said county, withinfifteen days after they 
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shall have been So appointed. and it shall be the duty of 
2aid chief justice to hold an election for all the officers of 
3aid county, in conformity with t4e laws in such case;; 
made a11<1 provided. . 

On motion of 1\11'. Hardiman the Speaker was reque~t­
e,l to remillll the members of the House of tbe rule in 
re~arcl to leaving the chamber without leave, &c. 

"II. Rowlett moved to suspend the rule, and the bill 
to define the boundaries of Red River munty was 
read a third time and passed, and, 

The title is "at. act to define the boundaries of the 
l.!ounty 01 Red River and to organize the same." 

On jIr. Sutherland's motion the bill lor the relief of 
per&om, who have lost property during the War wa:-:; 
taken up on it;.,: second reading. 

~Jr. Brauch· offered the following amendments '"or 
who had their property stolen or pressed." 

0" motion of Mr. Jack, the House adjourned till J 0 
o'clock, to-morrow morning. 

SATURDAY, Nov. 25, 18:J7. 
The House met pursuant to tu1journmpnt. 
The journals of the preceding day heing re.ad . 
• \Ir. Jack pre;cntccl the petition of Charles J. O'CUll­

ner, amI others, which \vas, 
011 his mutioll, referred to the Committee on }Iilil:!ry 

Altairs. 
)Ir. Burleson Llltrolluccli a bin to cnlist t\VO hundred 

and fifty lnoulltcd gun men: read a first time. 
~Ir. Rowlett introduced a bill to create the C()urtly ot 

Fannin a Senatorial District: read a first time. 
Mr. Power presented the account of Samuel l."Lilsing· 

bam, anti, . 
On his Illotion, it was referred to the Committee 011 

Claims and Accounts. 
~lr. Jack, chairman of the Judiciary COlllmittee, 

rtjprJrted and recommended tbe ildoption of thc lolh)wiJJ!.! 
hill, : 

•• A bill to appoint ~Otlle person to revise the:: La,,'.'...; 
an ~l repon a digest of the sc:nne." 

A bill granting land to J. C. Sci!." 
'·16 
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"An act supplementary to an act for the suppression 
of gambling." 

"An act to authoriz~ an injunction to be granted 
against the proprietors of the Texas Rail Road, Naviga­
tion and nankiIlg Company." 

"A bill £il1' the relief of R. J. Calder." 
"An act relating to District Courts and District 

Judges." 
"An act to make the Associate Justices' l"\otaries 

Public ex-officio." 
"An act to c:uthorize the Clerks of the Courts to em­

ploy deputies." 
"A bill pres(;rioing the proof necessary to admit 

Deed s to record. 
" A bill to prohibit the traffic with slaves." 
The petitioll of Margaret Jameson; and the petition of 

Samuel M'Culloch, they recommend to postpone indefi­
nitely; as also the bill to bind persons to keep the peace; 
they also informed the House that they had a bill in 
progress for the amendment of the Judiciary Laws; 
passed at the first session of Congress. 

On Mr. Gant's motion, the report and papers were 
laid on tbe table. 

On motion of Mr. Jack the House adjourned till 3 
o'clock, p. m. 

THREE O'CLOCK, p. M. 

The House met pursuant to atljournment. 
)lr. Baker presented the petition of A. IT. Bodman, 

with accompanying documents. 
On his motion, referred to the Committee On Claims 

amI Accouuts. 
Mr. Thornton pre!ented the petition of W. N. Bro-

naugh, which, . 
au his motioll, was reteITed to a Select Committee at 

three, 
Messrs. Power, Branch and Brenan were appointed 

the Committee. 
Mr. Donglass introduced a bill to provide for the re­

moval of obstructions in the navigation of the rivers 
Attoyac and Angelina: read a first time. 

Mr. Jack, from the Committee on County Boundaries, 
reported a bill to define the boundaries oflhe county of 
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Robertson, (trom the Senate,)' as amended: read a 
second time. 

On motion of Mr. Branch the bill was ordered to be 
engrossed for a third reading. 

On mOlion of Mr. Bremlll the Committee on County 
Boundaries were instructed to report a bill to define the 
boundaries of lbe county of Bexar. 

On motion of Mr. Donglass the Judiciary Commit­
tee were instructed to report a bill to organize the connty 
Courts. 

)fr. Baker offereel a joint resolution to anthorize the 
Secrelary of State to have translated in the Spanish 
langnage ccrtClin Laws: read a first time. . 

}Ir. Gaut introduced a bill to authorize the county 
courts to gri1nt divorces: read a. first time. 

Mr. Linn introduced a bill to create the Colleetoral 
District of La Bacea: read a first time. 

On motion of }fr. Ponton referred to a Select Com-
mittee of three: . 

Messrs. Ponton, Linn and Thornton were "ppointed 
said committee. 

Mr. Bakel' introduced a bill to incorporate the City of 
Bexar. 

Qtllllotion tLe House adjourned tilllO o'clock, }Ion­
day, A. M. 

MONDAY, 10 O'CLOCK, Nov. 27, 1837. 

The Honse met pursuant to adjonrnment. 
The journal of Saturday being read, 
Mr. Douglass, Chairman of the Committee on Claims 

and Acounts, reported that the claims of' B. D. M'Clure 
should not be allowed, there not being sufficicnt vouch­
ers; they cannot allow the claim of R. R. R.tlyal, luI' 
goods, $166 75; for goods lost at Bexar and'GoEr,,], 
$2,497 SO; for damage and loss on cotton in consequence 
of his hoat being pressed by the authorities of Mata­
gorda, $3,000; they think he may be able te recover bv 
,uit in a court of.J ustiee, but the vouchers are too incon1-
,Iete for them to report favorably. 
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They recommend the passage of a law to regulate 
such claims so that the time of the Hou,c will not 
be taken up with them; anel the following joiut resolu­
tion for the payment tu John ForbEs his clairn ofS2,068 
1;2; to widow !\I'Coy, by her attorney, S7S; Maria An­
tonio de la Garza l()f cattle furnished the army at Victo­
toria, &600; to R, R, Royal, as per vouchers; 83,905 85 
to H. C. Hudson, S300; John A. Zambrano's claims as 
per Secretary of \Var's certificate, S--; to J. J. Linn, 
in Promissory notes, S1,46G 02; they also report the 
claim of Albert Emanuel as just for horses, money 
and goods furnished to volunteers, ano recommend its 
alh)\vance~ bill read a first time. 

"Ir. Branch, Ch"irman of the Select Commillee to 
whom was referred the bill to incorporate the city of 
Houston: reported a. substitute for the same. 

}1r. Tbompson, f£Olll the Speeial ComIJliUce tu \vhom 
was referred the retition and papers of Major A. Le­
grand, reported" joint resolution lor his rehe!": read a 
fir3t time. 

A cOIIlmunit:ation fi-om the Auditor, with the al!count 
ofF. 'V. ThorntoIl, \vas read, ano, 

On motion of l\Ir. 'rhompson, referred to n. Selec..:t 
Committee, consisting of Messrs. Thompson, Rusk and 
Power. 

The joint resolution tiAing the time of ;ltDmunrncnt \Va.s 
taken up . 

.... \fr. Bra.nch moved to stril .. e out the \varus "' to meet 
(H "\VashingtoH on the Brazos," and, 

The Ayes and Noes being called for, th" vote ,(Dud 
thus, 

AY.Bs-:\Ie:~;sr;3. Speaker, Branch, Burleson, ClarI{, 
J uck, Linn, )'Ieuifce, Ponton, Power and Sutherlaud­
[0. 

NOEs-nlessrs. Bakel', Hrcnall, Doug!aoSs, Ellglish, 
qrig13Ly, Gant, I-Ianlilnall, I-Iill" Lumpkin, lvl'Kinney, 
Pierpont, !tusk, Ho\vielt, Thompson an(i Thornton-Hi: 
lost. 

:\Ir. Gant moved to lay the resolution on the w ble : 
lost. 

Mr. ~IeIliiGc moved to strike out" 2nd Dtcember : ,­
lo;;t. 

Mr. Jack moved to postpone indcUIJitciy. 
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The Ayes and Noes being called tor, the vote stood': 
llHl~: 

"\\"E"-:\I",,,rG" Branch, Baker, Clark, Jack, Linn 
:lld Po\ver-ti. . 

i\lms-Jles::;r~. 'epeUker, J3.u'rle·sOl~, Drel}an, Dpuglass, 
English, Grigsby, Gant, Hardiman, Hill, Lumpkin, 
2\ltmLfee, ~I'I(inney, Pierpont, Ponton, Rl13k, Howlett 1 

,",lItbcrbnd, Thom"pspn ami Thori,ton-19: lost. , 
'j~he voie \yas then t;{ken on the adoption of the resu· 

Illliou. . 
AYEs-~Iessr.s. Epcaker, DUr1CSOll, Breonn, Dougla.s5, 

Euglish, Grigsby, Gaut, Hardimau, Hill, Lumpkin, 
'['.Kinney, Pip;rpont, Rusk, lto",lett, TholUl'wn, and 
Thornton-lG; 

:-.oEs.,....Messrs. Baker, Branch, Clark, Jilal" Linn, 
~lcnifce: l>onton,. Power and Sutherland-9: adopted. 

The bill to alIlend the several Tariff Laws was tak~n 
l.lp 011 its second reading.' . 

~[r. Menifee moved to postpone the same to Monuay 
next: lost. 

On motion of Mr. Rusk it was referred to a Select 
Committee of three: ' 

Messrs. Rusl!, Thornton and Lnmpkin wch, appointed 
the Committee. . '. 

An act to compensate persons who lost property du­
ring the war was taken up on its second reading. 

){r. Branch moved to insert in the first section after 
.. army" the \yonIs" for all horses which were stolen 
ttom any citizen \vhi1c absent in defence of his country; 
t(lr all the hogs, cattle and other provisions; used or de­
:;troyed hy the citizens of Texas, on their Bight frOlll 
the Mexicans; <ll[' all the plank used in crossing the 
rivers of Easte~n :l'exas; ,\nd for all other prop~rty or 
wha.tever desc'nptlOll usen.., stolen, or destroyed III any 
man'ncr wluitever, during the campaign of lS:3G." 

1'}le Ayes and Noes bejng. called tor, the voLt.; :-:tood 
thus, " . 

AYEs-Messrs. Speaker, Branch, Burlescn, Clark, 
Englit:b, nrig~lJy, LUn11Jkin, }PKiu[J('Y, Pierpont, ltu:"k. 
Rowlett ancl ThOiLlpsnn-'l2 • 

. NOEs-?Icssr:3. Bilk~r,_ Br(,llan, Dough:"s! (jant, H:lr­
tilman, lIlli, JO~lCS of Bra:l.oria, J3ck, LillU, jIenifet'. 
Pouton~ Power, t)llthcrb.n~l and Tllornlun-l,l: 10:':.t. 
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:lfr. Thon,pson moved to indefinitely postpone the bil]. 
The Ayes and Noes being called lor, the vote stood 

thus: 
AYEs-l\fessrs. Spraker, Baker, Branch, Clark, Doug· 

lass, English, Grigsby, Jack, Lumpkin, 2\!I'Kinncy, Pier­
pont, Rusk, Rowlett, Thompson and Thornton-15. 

NOEs-Messrs. Burleson, Rrcnan, Gant, Hardiman, 
Hill, Jones of Brazoria, Linn, Menifee, Ponton, Power 
and Suthcrland-ll: indefinitely postponed. 

Tbe act to create the county or n()bert.~on "W:1S taken 
up on hs tLird reading. 

The Ayes and Noes being called for on the paggage, 
the vote stood thus: 

AYES-Messrs. Speaker, Raker, Branch, Burleson, 
Brenan, Clark, English, Grigsby, Gant, Hardiman, Hill, 
JOllfrS of Brazoria, Lumpkin, M'Kinney, Pierpont, Pon~ 
ton, Rowlett, Sutherland and Thornton-Hi. 

NOEs-Messrs. Douglass, Jack, Linn, Menifee and 
Power-....,5: passed, and, 

The title is "an act creating the county of Robert­
son." 

The bill for the relief of Walker, & Barton was taken 
up on its second r~ading,<and, 

9h motion of Mr. Gant, laid On the taLle. 
]')[r. Rowlett moved to suspend the rule. to introduce 

a resolution: lost. 
A joint resolution for the relief of C. C. De Witt was 

taken up on its second reuding. 
On motion of Mr. Jones, of Bwzoria, eighty-seven 

dollars was inserted. 
On motion of Mr. Jones, of "Brazoria, ordered to be 

engrossed for a third reading. < 
An act to establish the houndariBB of the wunty of 

Gonzales was t3.ken up on itR second reading. 
On motion of Mr. Linn referred to the Committee on 

Vounty Boundaries. 
The act to proyi,le for the trial and punishment of 

81aves, and fi'ee persons of color, ta.ken up on jts second 
reading. 

On motion i)f Mr. Jnck it was relerred to a Select 
Committee of three: 

Messrs. Jack, Th6mpson and .Tones of Brazoria werc 
appoi\ll:6d said cO!Pmittee, , 
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On motion of Mr. Thompson the House adjourned till 
3 o'clock, l" m. 

THREE O'CLOCK, p. 1\1. 

The House met pursuant to adjournment. 
Tlle Speaker being absent, 
OIL l1](Jtiol1, Mr. lIlelLitee took tho chair. 
The bill to compcllg,ltc peroons who were at the battle 

of SaIl J ilcinto 'vas tul:en up.on its ,se~onJ reaJing, and, 
OIL nlOtioll or Mr. Mellifee laitLoll the table. 
The bill to e"empt certain property from executiOll 

Was taken up on its seeD-flIl reading. 
On motion of Mr. MeniJee "five milch cows and 

calves" w~s stricken out, and "two milch cow::; and 
calvcs~' lwserted. ' 

The Ayes and Noes being calletl for, the vote stoo(l 
thus: 

A \'Es-l\'Iessrs. Spe:aker, Ba.ker, Dur1t'!son, Clark, 
Douglass, English, Grigsby, Hardiman, LinIlJ _Menitee, 
Pouton, Power and Thompson-V), 

NOEs-~Iessrs. Branch, Brenan, Gant, lIill, Lurnp~ 
kin, Pierpont, Husk, Ho\vlctt, Tbornton and Sutherland 
-10. 

~T.r. Thompsoll lllOVetl to strike out H one yoke of 
oxen, twenty head of hogs and one \v~gon or cart.~' 

The Ayes and Noes being calle(1 for, the vote stood 
thus: 

AYEs-)Iessrs. Speaker, Burleson, Clark, Doughss, 
Englisll, :Hardiman, Linn, :Menifee, Ponton and ThOInp~ 
oon-10. 

NOEs-~::\Ie8sr~. Baker, Branch, Bl'enan, Grigsby, 
Gant, Hill, Jones of Brazoria, LUlupkin, Pierpont, 
Ilusk, Rowlett, Sutherland antI Thortoll~13: lost, 

Mr. Menifee moved to postpone the bill indefinitely. 
The Ayes and Noes being "ClUed lor, the vote stood 

thus: -
AYEs-Messrs. Speaker, Burleson, Brenaa, Clark, 

Douglass, English, Hardiman, Linn, IHenifcc, PontoIl, 
How/etl, Sutherland, and Thompson-13. 

NOES:--"Icssrs. Baker,' Branch, (jrigsby, Gant, Hill, 
Lumpkm, PlCrponl, Hus!" nnd Thurnton-9: inddi­
nitely postponed. 

On motion of Mr. Hill, the House adjourned till 10 
{)~clock to-morrOVl lUorIling. 



Tl7ESDAY, 10 O'CfA_~K, ~Ov. 23, 1:3:37: 
Tin? Hnu3C met-pursuae,t In 3ujourllment: 
The journal of the preceding Jay IJCing reau: 
:'Ilr. Engli.,b woven to recomicJer the 'wte of yesterday. 

p:1~tpn:ling indefinitely the bill to exempt fi'Olll exccUlinu 
q:::.-tairL property: adopted. 

On ",otion of Mr. 11rc11an the bill was then referred 
l.n a Se lect Committee of tlJrcC': 

1\1e"r,. Brenan, Rusk and Pierro!>t were appointerl 
the Committee. 

illr. Rusk moved to re-consider the vote indefinitely 
}?ostpo-nin,g the bill ten' the compensation of persons \,-h;) 
1Q:;t property during the ,,:--ar: lost. 

:\Ir. Jaek from tbe Judiciary Committee reported it 
l?ill relating to the granting of-injunctio118: rc~d a first 
t1me; also, ' 

A bill to provide f<)l' taking testimony by interroga, 
tories: read a first time. . 

;\Ir. Rusk moved to suspend the rule to introduce a 
petition: lost.' . ' 

Mr. Rusk, from the committee to whom wils relerred 
the Finance Bills and other bills to mise a public reYC' 
nue, reported a bill reJatin!! to forfeited lands: read a 
first. time. -' 

Mr. Jack, limn tlle :sc1e"c!. Committee, to ",\rom \YUS 

re!crred the bill for the trial amI punishment of ,la,'c' 
and li'ce persons of color, reported the same as amended, 

. lIIt-. Jones, of Brazoria., ftnm the joint select committe" 
;,1.) \"]10111 \yas referred the report oft11C'Commis'3-ioners to 
k)('ntf' perrr~ancnt.ly the seat of' government, reported 
: hey had hn.d the su bjed nnder consideration, and had 
t'utn~ to 'the dctcnnillO.tioh to recommend that:1 joint 
committee _ of both hOW::'P3 be appointed to v[~it, in the 
r,~ce:3:i; ('If Cong-res;':. tb: diHcrent place,s propo.3ed f(H 

: L.=-' ,:::;'(,J: 4,f go'V(.'t'lJ.:nt>n1 j ~llld other places, as IDily be, 
[,1'01'02,0<1. and rcp1rl fully lhc'l'eon in thc early pari o( 
r.he tir~L meeting of Congress <l fier the nqjonrnnient, they 
:ds() inionnC'd the !JoiF'e thaL a rcsoludoll to tbat effect 
hQd b~en offered in the Sf:j1atc: report ~oncurret1 in. 

Mr. Ponton, from the Seipel Committee to \"hom was 
reti,\!'ed the bill to create the Collectorai . District of La 
Racca, Teported the same withoilt amendment. 
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On moLion of Mr. Rusk the bill to provide for the 
protection of Lbc South \Ve,Lern ii"ontier, and the bill to 
raise 2,)0 mOul1tec:l gun men, ,,"ere taken up. 

The latter \yas amended, on motion of ~,'!r. Rusk, by 
inserting Lll the seconll section after "block houses" the 
words ... wljch 6i1:l11 be upon vacant 1and." 

On motio" 01 Mr. liUok the following additional sec­
tions were ::tc1ded : 

"That there shall he reserved at each of the hlock 
houses that slmll be built under the provisions of this 
act, one torth (If it league of lanel f{Jr pnblic purp'Jsc2." 

"T hat the Secretarvof war shall bC f :lo(I he i~ here­
byauthorizeu tn gr:l~t to as many persons as he mny 
choose, the t~xclusive right of tra.ding with the Indians, 
nut to exceed one at each block house.?? 

On mOLinf1 of it.Ir. Douglass dIe lJill WrlS referred to :!t 

Select CommltteH of tlH~e: 
Messrs. Douglass, Husk and Jack were appointed th .. 

eommittec. 
On rnOL!()l1. l\I~:;33i.'S. Burleson and Drenan were add­

ed to th(:, committcG. 
On tw>tion "f Mr. Patton the report of the committee 

to \vhnm \y:-tS rcfcrrcll the questioll relating to Ille eligi­
hili1.yof thc,Chief" Justices of the County Courts to a 
q~at in COllgrcs:; ''''-(1S taken up. . 

On motion of ~rr. Thompson the report 'vas rc-com­
milteu to the eommittec \vith instructions to [('Dort a 
rcsnlution to carry nut the same. ~ 

A mes:",Jge \vas rccclvecl from the Senate informing 
the Hem,e that they hail cOllcurrerl in the bill u)r the 
relief ofH. con;,e, & Co.; and in the bill to fix the salary 
()f Indian Cnrnmisslnners, with an arnt;ndmE'Ilt, \vhichJ 

On motion of ~Ir. Thomp.:;;on, \va,.; disagreed to. 
The hill from the Judiciary Committee prescribing 

the proof necessary to adnlit deeds to record, \\'US taken 
up on its fir:-:t reading. 

On motion Mr. Husk referred to:l Select Committee of 
!hree to report tn-morro,,~r. 3-Iessrs. Rusk, Jack and 
Grant~ were a.prninted the CommitteE". 

'\Ir. Pa.tton from the Committee to' \vJ1Om \-':;3:': refcrren 
the report of the r)ommittcc on the Chid Justices of the 
County Courts being eligible to a seat in thi::; House, re­
ported the following resolution: 

17 
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" 'Vhcreas, the office of Chief Justice of the County of 
Bexar is vacated, the fiJrmer incumbenL hi1.yinc)" re;inn-
ed. there1(Jloe 0 ;:, 

Ru;o1f(.ll, That the SLllate 1e respectfully invitetl to 
join \vitli this Hnu~e, to-DlmTO\,/ at 11 o'clock, tC)J" the 
purpose of electing by joint YOte, a Chief J ustiee for the 
County of Be~ar. 

On ~noti()n of )1r. Grant, 8aturdav \yas: in::.erled i!.t 
place of "to-morrow," nnd on his m;tion laid ou the ta­
ble. 

The fo1hnving resolution \vas rHlopted: 
"Thot the office 01" Chief Justice and mcmhcrofthis 

Ifoui;c, cannol const.itutionally be vC'3ted in one indi\"id­
ual." 

An act relating to Dif.1,trict Judges alld District C<.Jurb 
'fas taken up on ito second reading. 

Mr. Uusi, moved to refer it to a Select Committee of 
41ree : lost. 

~Ir. Ja.ck moved to strike ont the fir~t ,scction, and, 
The Ayes ancllioes being calle,l for, the vote SlOOU 

tIm>: 
AYEs-:VIes~rs. Speal\:er, Baker, Clark, Douglas:;, 

English, IIarclinun, Juck, Ponton, Rusk and Suthcr~ 
land-10. 

NOEs-Thlcssrs. Branch, Bllr]~~"on! RTf'naIl, Grigsby, 
Gant, Hill, Linn, l\lenifr:e, Pilt1.0n, Pierpont, Pm,Yer, 
Rowlett, Thompson ana Thnrnton-l4-: lost. 

On motion of Mr. Hardiman, the House a,~ourne(\ 
till 3 o'clock, P. }I. 

THREE O'CLOCK, p. M. 

The HOll~e mf't pursuant to adjournment. 
The bill relating to District Judges ann District 

Courts ,"va~ taken up. 
Mr. Jack offi,rcd the following addiliollalseclion: 
"That from and after the po ssage of this act it shall 

not be lawful for Hny District Judge to absent himself 
from his ·district for more than lwo, months during the 
comse of onc year, nor shall any Di,lrict Judge neglect 
Or fail to attend the regular terms of the Circuit and 
Supreme Courts, ami should any Judge violate .the 
provisions of this section it. shall be considered sufficle~t 
caU!~e for impeachment and removal from office; prom· 
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Jed, that But:h absence shall not be cOllslnwd so as to 
prevent a .J udge from attending the circuit courts in any 
other G.ircuit or the Supreme Court: adopted. 

i\lr. Ru~k moved to strike out "trial term" and in­
sert "<1ppc;)xancc term" in the thtrd section: lost. 

~Ir. Rusk ollorOlI a. substitute Ji,l' the bill. 
The Ayes and Noes being called for, the yotc stood 

thus, 
AYEs-Messrs. Speaker, Burleson, Clark, Douglass, 

English, Jack, Linn, Lumpkin, Menitee, M'Killney, 
Pierpont, Ponton, Power, Rusk, Sutherland and Thorn­
ton-1G. 

NOE:')----:\fessrs. Baker, Branch, Drenan, Gant, Hanli­
man,. Hill, and Thompson-7: adopted. 

Mr. Thompsoll moved to postpone the bill indefinitely: 
lust. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a thirel 
reading. 

Mr. ]tusk, from the Committee to whom was referred 
the bill regulating the recording of deeds, reported 
a substitute for the same. . 

On ruotiun of Mr. Branch, postponed till to-morrow 
morning. 

Mr: Baker from the Committee on county boundaries 
reported a substitnte for the bill to define the bonndaries 
of the county of Gonzales. 

Mr. L inn ii-om the minority of the committee reported 
against the same, and offered the following reasons: 

Fi.rst, Because the county hnunda,rics \vere establish­
ed oyan act of the Congre5s of Coahll ila and Tex:lf', 
as per transcript taken from the Secrevuy of btute's 
Gfficc. . 

Secondly, Inasllluch as the people residing in the 
county have petitioned Congress again~l the partition of 
any part of the county, they being satisllcd with the 
prf':sent location and boundaries, all(l as it requires at 
least one hundred signers to create ad ivisiorl ol: or makc 
:J. new county, to comply with the letter of the Consti-
tution. ' 

Tlu:rrl, I am of opillion that if the COTlrTre:o;s make a. 
division as askell fIX by the member rn~1l {jo[lzul<:s, 
many persons \\'i11 be compelled to have their bnd sur­
veyed over aga.in, and create cou::::itlerablc confusion, as 
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respects lines, some of \\"hich 'v ill oe in both counties, 
therefore, I \vould reCOIllIlJ8nd the followinQ res(liution: 

" 'That olle lIlan be a ppoiuted by tbe C()'~h frul11 each 
of the counties of Bexar, Gonzales, and ~-ictoria, tu act 
a~ Commibsioners to run the boundarv lines Letween 
the aforesaid countips, whose report shari be made tothe 
Secretary of State a copy of which shall be lett with the 
county derk of cadI of the countIes aforesaid, \vhich 
report shall be final. 

(Signed,) J. J. LINN." 
On motion of Mr. Thompson, the House adjourned 

till9 o'clock to-morrow morning. 

\VEDNESDAY, 9 O'CLOCK, A. M., )lov. 29, 1837. 
The House met pursuant to adjournment. 
The journals of the preceding day being reael. 
Mr. Douglass, from the Committee on Claims and 

Accounts, reported favorably to the claim of A. R. 
Bordman and W. D. Martin; they recommend the pe­
tition of W. Lansingham to the action of the House; 
they cannot agree to allow the claims of Samuel \Vhi­
ting; or the account of J. E. C. Johnston for a horse; 
there is not sufficient evidence to support the claim of 
Handy & Lusk, and cannot allow it ; they also presented 
a joint resolution for the relief of Sylvanus Hatch: read 
a first time. 

On motion of Mr. Husk the rule was suspended, and 
the resolution read a second time and ordered to be 
engrossed for a third reading. 

Mr. Rusk moved to di"'gree 1.0 so much of the report 
as relates to the c:laim of Handv & Lusk: lost. 

Mr. Rusk, from the Committee on Military Affairs, to 
whom was Tpferred the petition of C. J. O'Conner, and 
others, Tt:'pnrted again:;;!. the same, a~ the claim was not 
,..;uflicieru 1y sustained by \TJUchcrs or tCEtimony: con· 
curred in. 

l\ir. Dakf'r from th~ Committee on County Bounda­
ries, reported the bill to define the bounJn;-ies of the 
county of \V u sbiu,gton, as amended. 

lIlr. Ru,k moved to re-consider the vote of yesterday 
re.fusing to sUBpena the rule to allow him to present the 
petition of General Chambers: lost. . 
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Mr. Thompson, from the Select Committee to whom 
Was referred the papers of F. W. Thornton, reported a 
joint resolulion for his relief: read a first time. 

~Ir. Power, from the Select Committee to whom was 
referred the petition of "\V. N. Bronaugh, reported 
against lh~] same: concurred in. , 

The V~t resolution for the relief of C. C. DeWitt 
was taken up and read a third time, and passed: and, 
the title is as above. 

The bill relating to District Courts and Judges was 
read a third time. 

The Ayes end Noes being called for on its final pas­
sage, the vot e stood thus: 

AVEs-Messrs. Speaker, Baker, Burleson, Branan, 
Clark, Douglass, English, Grigsby, Hardiman, Hill, 
Jones of Brazoria, Jack, Linn, Lumpkin, Menifee, 
M'Kinney, Patton, Pierpont, Ponton, Power, Rusk, 
Rowlett, i'lutherland and Thornton-2<l. 

NOEs-Messrs. Gant and Thompsfin-2: passed,' and, 
The tille is "all act to require the district Judges to 

reside permanently in their proper districts, and for 
other purposes." 

The Finance Bills were taken up and, . 
Mr. Jones, of Brazoria, moved to postpone their con­

sideration till the first Monday in May next. 
The Ayes and Noes being called for, tbe vote stood 

thus: 
AVES-'fesRrs. Speaker, Burleson, Clark, English, 

Grigsby, Hill, Jones of Brazoria, Jack, Lumpkin, Menifee, 
M'Kinney, Patton, Pierpont, Rusk, Rowlett, Thompson 
and Thornton-Ii. 

NOES-Mcsf'irs. Baker, Drenan, Douglass, Gant, Har­
diman, Linn, Ponton, Power, and Sutherland-9: post­
poned. 

The bill to de fine the boundaries of the county of Gon­
zales was take'n up, and, 

.on motion of Mr. Rusk, laid on the table. 
The bill to prohibit the traffic in slaves, and for 

other purposes, w~s taken up, and, 
.on mot.IOIl.of Mr. Rusk, referred to the Judiciary Com­

lOIttee, wIth mstructlOlls to report the first of May next. 
The bIll for the suppresSIOn of gambling was taken 

up, and, 
'17 
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On motion of .Mr. Thompson, referred to the Jndiei­
ary Committee with instructions to report on the first 
of May next. 

The bill for the rel:c f ~[ J. C. Neill was taken up and 
read a. first time. OE Illnti(ln ,,[ l\Ir. Husk, the rule was 
bUS pend cd and the ~);1i t)!~~I~" 'U en its second reading. 

On his motion the blank Via, filled with "half a 
teague of land. H 

On motioll of ~Ir. Pallan the bin was referred to the 
Committee nn Military .\fiuirs. 

The petition of ~brgaret Jameson was taken up and 
iudefinitely postponed on motion of "'fr. Jack. 

The bill toau(iJorize (he clerks of the district and coun­
ty courts ((j employ deputies was taken up on its second 
reading. 

On motion of Mr. Uusk the words "required" was 
substituted for" compelled" and the bill ordered to be 
engrossed for a thjr~ re,ading. 

The bill authorizing the appointment of some persons 
to make a digest of the laws was taken up on its second 
reading. . . 

On motion of Mr. Jack the bill was referred to a select 
committee of three: 

Messrs. Jack, Jones of Brazoria, and Menifee were 
appointed the committee. 

An a.ct to authbrize an ir!.iul1ctinn to be issued against 
the proprietors of the Texas Rail Road and Banking 
Companies taken up on its second .reading. 

On motioll of J\h. Rusk" quo warrantoH were strick­
en out and the words" SClera facias" inserted: ordered 
to be engrossed for a third reading. 

The following bills reported by the committee to whom 
was referred the nnfinished business of the last session 
ot the first Congress were read: 

"A resolution calling on the Secretary of State for infor­
matioT,l relati1lg to Gen. T. J. Chambers: indefinitely 
postponed. 

"The bill to fix the salary of revenue officers: indefi­
nitely postponeu. 

" A bill to define the public uomain, and define tbe 
locations: rejected. 

"An act to allow Greenbury LQgan and his wife to 
remain permanently in the county: rejected. 
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"An act providing for the authenticating of deeds. 
On motion of :Mr. Rusk laid on the ta]'le. 
On motion of Mr. Rusk the remainder of the bill. 

reported hy the Committee, not yet acted on, were laid 
on the table. 

On motion of Mr. Rusk the bill relating to the record­
ing of deeds was taken np and read; also, the subslitute 
offered for the same, which, on motion, was adopted. 

,On Mr. Jack's motion the following proviso was added 
to the last section: 

U That when such counties are organized the same 
shall be recorded in their proper county within six 
months." 

Mr. Gant moved to postpone the bill till the first of 
May next. 

The Ayes and Noes being called for, the vote stood 
thus, 

AYES-Messrs. Branch, Clark, Gant, Hill, M'Kinney, 
Pierpont: 6. 

NOEs-l\Jessrs. Speaker, Burleson, Brenun, Douglass, 
Elolglisl1, Grigsby, Hardjman~ Jack, Linn, Lu~npkin, 
Menifee, Patton, Ponton, Power, Husk, Ro"\vleH, Suther­
land, TllOmpwn, and Thornton: 19. Lost. 

On motion of Mr. Rusk, the following proviso was 
added to the Gill: "Provided that no lien, deed, intrust, 
or mortgage, shall aflect the rights of third persons, 
until it shall have been proven and recorded as herein 
required." The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a 
third reading. . 

The report of tbe Committee on Ways and Mea.ns 
was then taken up and read. . 

Mr. Branch moved to disagree to so much of the re­
port as relates to tbe Secretary of the Treasury, and 
called for the Ayes and Noes. 

AYEs-Messrs. Speaker, Baker, Braneb, Bur/eson, 
Brenan, Douglass, English, Grigsby, Jack, M'Kinney, 
Rusk, Sutherland, Thompson: 13. 

NOEs-Mes"rs. Clark, Gant. Hardiman, Hill, Jones 
of Brazoria, Linn, Lumpkin, Menifee, Patton. PiorDon" 
Ponton, Power, Thornton, 13: lost. -

On motion of Mr .. J ones of Brazoria, the remainder of 
the report 'vas concurred in. 

A message was received from the Senate, informing 
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the House that tbey bad :rassed a joint resolution for 
remunerating tbe C"mmisslOners to close tbe Land Offi­
ces, and Commissioners receipting for monies in the 
hands of the then Government of Coahuila and Texas; 
also, informing the House that they had withdrawn their 
amendments to the bill fixing the salaries of Indian 
Commissioners, and asked the concurrence of the House 
to the bill, which was taken up and read a first time. 

On molioll of Mr. Thompson, the House adjourned till 
3 o'clock p. In. 

THUEE O'CLOCK, P. M. 

The House met pursuant to adjournment. 
The bill to define the 00undaries of the County of 

Gonzales \Yas tal-cn up on motion of Mr. Ponton, on its 
second rc"ding, and on his motion ordered to be en­
grossed j;,r a tbird reading. 

On motion of rl\!. Bnrleson, the orders of the day were 
suspended, and the bill to define the boundaries of tbe 
County of Min a was taken up on its second reading. 

On motion of Mr., Jones of Brazoria, the word "pro­
posed" was inserted previous to tbe words" new county 
of Fayette." 

On motion of Mr. Baker the rule was suspended, and 
the bill read a third time and passed. 

The title is "An Act to Define the Boundaries of the 
County of Mina." 

On motion of Mr. JonES of Brazoria, tbe President's 
message was referred to the follo'wing 'committees: 80 

much as,relateR to OUf foreign affairs, to that committee; so 
much as relates to the judiciary to that 'committee; SO 

mucb as rciates to the finances of the cour-try, to the 
Committe" on \Vap and Means; so much as relates to 
the army anI I military, to ~he Military Committee; so much 
relates to llaval (lflair~, to that committee; so much as 
relates to the public mails, to committee on Post Offices 
and Post Roads; 8f) much as relates to Indian Affairs, to 
that committee; so much as relates to our enemy, the 
Mexicans, to committee on State of the Republic. 

The bill to deliee the houndaries of tbe countv of 
Washington, was taken up on its second reading; "rule 
suspended and read a third time, and passed, and the 
title is "Au act deJining the boundarie.s of the county of 
Washington.'" . 
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On motion 0£'\1r. Ponton. the rule was suspended, arrd 
lhe bill tn ,1'Jille the boundaries of the counlv of Gon­
zale~ ,\VrLS tai~:.:-,n up and read third timet and p[;bsed, and 
i~ entitled ~'An ~tct llcl~lJillg the boundaries of the county 
of Gonzales. 

The act 10 provide for the trial and pnnishment of 
slaveg anll free persons of color, ,vas ta!wn up on its 
second rcadjng. The. \vord " burglary" was insC'rted in 
the first section, on motioll of 1.\lr .• Jones of Bl'azoria. 

On Mr. Jack's motion~ the word8" kno,\Yrl to the COlD­

man law of Engla.nd" \yas in.serteu in the second sec­
tion, after the ,vord "misdemeanor:" ordered to be 
enarossed for a thil'll reading. 

Prhe bill t()r the relief of Walker and Bart.ln was taken 
up, and, on Mr. Husk's motion, was laid on the table. 

A bill for the relief of the owners of the schooner San 
Jacinto was taken up, and, on motion, \vas laid on the 
table. 
i.o. The bill granting futher time to the commissioners lu 

locate the scat of government was inddinitely post-
poned... . . 

The bill maklllg an "ppropnatlOn for the use of the 
hospital: takCI\ up and laid on the table, on Mr. Rusk's 
motion. 

The bill granting land to those who were at the baule 
ot San Jacinto, \Vas taken up on its s-econd readiIlg. 

Mr. Rusk moved to strike out 640, and insert 320 
acres: lost. Ordered (o,be engrossed for a third reading. 

On mOlion of ilIr. Patton, the rule was Bu.spended, and 
the bill r.ead a third time. Ayes and Noes being called 
for, the vote stood thus: 

AyEs-1\fessrs. 8pcnker, Baker, Branch, Burleson, 
Brenan, Douglass, Grigsby, Gant, I-lunhman, Hill, 
Jones of Brazoria, Linn, Lumpkin, Patton, Power, l{usk, 
Rowlett, Sutherland, Thornton: l~. 

T\YoEs-~Iessl'$. Jack, l\Ienilee, l't1,I{inney, Pontuu, 
Thompson: 5~rass(·'(1. The title is" A hill grantilJ~ 
lanJ to thns(~ v;."lIo WPH' in the batlie of San J<lcintu," 

The bill defining tlH~ bmmclarit,s of ill(' COlllJ1.y oft;ruJ 
Augustine, \Vas tilkpl1 up on its ,"('coni! rCildiur.r. 

:Mr. TboU1II.':()j'] nn(:red a ~uh-"titlltC~ which \~<J:) [Hlopt­
ed, ,-~nd, on in" .1DlJt.I1lJl, the rule wa..; ~nsp~'!Jdl'(l, alld 
the bill rf'.ud [)y liS t!l~1.' ~ll1a pus8rd. 'I'm' title i" "Au 
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;-:Cl to define the bOl\lIJarics or tbe Couuty of San .r\.o­
u.l1~tine." 
, A joillt rC:301uliol1 ::mlhoriz;ng the county courts to 

,.~rant hank charters '\Y;]3 1;11-;:(::'11 up, and, 011 motion of 
':\Jr. Thompson, postponed till the fitst of J~l[lUary, nine· 
teen hundred. 

Tb(, .i,)int l'r'::30111tion l11nkillg an appropriation for the 
w:.e of lilt:! (;cllt-'ral Land Office, \I/as taken up on its se· 
cond fPadilla-. 

The toHo'-~sing section was added on motion of Mr. 
RIBk. 

That the sum of Fiyc Hunllred Dollars be, and the 
same is hereby appropriated for the purchasing of sta­
tion HY, foro the usc of both :Uonses or Congress, and that 
1 he Treasurer is hereby authorized to pay over La the 
respective Secretaries and Clerks the above sum, and 
that the Secretaries and Clerks be required to produce 
tbe vouchers, shcwi.ng what disposition they may have 
made of the above sum at tbe ne.x! meeting of Congress. 

On motion of Mr. Jones of B., the rule suspended, and 
the resolution read third time and passed. 

'The title is "A Joint Resolution, appropriating money 
for the use of the General Lann Oflice, and for contin­
gent expenses o]"uoth Houses ofCongre,s." 

A Joint Resolution releasing the <Iepopulated counties 
of Refugio, San Palricio, Goliad,' Gouzales and Mina, 
ti-om the tax on Land il)r the year 1837, was thkcn up 
on lts second l'eaaing. 

On motion of Mr. Burleson, Bexar was added. 
On motion of Mr. Rusk, the bill was laid on tue table. 
,\ Joint Hcsolution allowing extra.pay t6 ~amuel 

~'roorc, taken up on ii~ second reflrling. 
On rnation of 1\1r. PattoH one dollar \VU'S stricken out 

ami twcntv cent..::. in:"crtcd . 
.on motion nf ~Ir. J a("k the rule Was suspended and 

the bill read a third time. 
The quostion "shall the bill puss?" being put, the 

bill was U)st. 
The joint resolution i'lf the relief of John Buchanan 

was taken up on lts second r('(]ding. 
On. motion of l\'lr. English the rule \vas suspendeu and 

the bill'read a third tillle nnd passed; 
Thu title "l:;'Il!1 aGt t~H" the rdi\~f of John Buchanan." 
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On l1J"t:,,~of Mr. Jones, of Brazorra, the House ad­
journ;::J .. ill to o'clock, to-InOrrO\V mornin."s;. 

TaURgOAY, 1>ov. 30, 1.537. 
Tbe Hon~p, mel Jlunuant to al~iournmcnr. 
The journals ufthe prccciling day being react. 
A rnC:'3Sagi~ \va~ n~ceiv(~a ii-IIIH tlle Senate informing 

the I-I,)u:,-p, tbat thc~T had passntl a resolution for the 
relicf()[ John \Vooc1rl1l[' <Lud ,!sked the House to concnr 
therell1. 

]\[1'. l1u,k from the Militarv CO:11lnitttc to wholI! wa, 
referred the hill tl) COllJpel1s";1tc .1. C. Neil, reported" 
substitute for the same. 

rvrr. Rusk, from tht':' select cOfl1miaee to 'ivbom Vi:[tS 

referred the bill to amend the sevcral1.Mitl'hws reporled 
a 8ubslitllt(' U)t' the ~alllC. 

r,.rr. l1u E-lli: , from the select committee to \V11OIll was 
referred the bilt to define the hDllWlill"it-':,> of the county of 
Jack~()n reporteJ i1 suhstitUlC for tIre same. ~ 

Mr. B~ker cb~irmall of tbe Committee on enrolled 
bills repnrt€ri the {()!lowing hilts as having rccci\~ed the 
signature of the President. 

U An act appointing Notaries Public. 
"An act il1corporatin~ the town of Brazoria. 
" An act appropriatipg money to purchase a hOll~e i()r 

the President. 
"A joint re:-;olutioll re(luiring the Auditor to audit the 

claim of Nelson Joncs. 
H Ajoidt resolution appointing a committee on printing. 
" A Joint resolution for the relief of Holland Coffee 

& Co:" 
.'ofr. Rusk, from the select committee to whom was 

referred the account of F. W. 'rhornton, reported n 
joint resolution for his reiief: read a first time, 

A message was received from the Senate informillg 
the House that they had passed a joint resolution allow­
ing the Secretary of\Var an additional derk, an(I askino 
the House to COBCllr therein. ") 

Mr. Rusk asked leave of absence for tbe remainder 
of the se5sion, for tbe llOnoT{J hIe }Ir. Powcr~ \vhicll Wr\..3 

gr::rnted. 
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The bill to provide t'le tlw trial or ,10\"8" ;,nd free per­
.'~,(m~ 01 colour) \vas taken up and rt':uJ a third time bv 
irs caption, and passed. ... 

,The till.::: i~ '>:1[1 act to providp. lin' the pnni~bment of 
crnrws ;ltld ITlI.:3dCm'_'d.lJl)lU'S cOUlmi~te\J by slaves an(l 
free pf-'f::uns of cololJr." 

The jnInt rcsolutton fen the relief of S. IIatch was 
taken up iJJHl read j] U<nl titne. 

On motion ofi\tr. Drallch tiH~ rule was su~pended and 
the bill amenc1enc1 by strj; . .ing auf all "fier the words 
Hquarter ma:::;ter" in the hill, and in.s~a;n~:" which was 
referred t.o the Committee on C1al.l1.;;' 'Jl-~l .\ccounts of 
the House of l~errt'se.Iltative~, md ;,y rlt('r:-:.. mislaid or 
lost:" anu p'13secl. > 

The title IS Han nct for the relief ()!' S. I-IJ.tC'!1." 
. The act to autlJOrize an injunctio:1 o~l(l o! hi~T proceed­
Ings to he granted against the proprietors or the Texas 
Rail ROild, Navigation and Runkillg Comp<lny, was 
ta.kml up and reatI a third time and p:lssed, and that is 
the title . 
. Tbe act lelating to the recording of Deeds was 'taken 
up and read a third time. 

The Ayes and Noes being called for on the pa""ge, 
the vote stood thus: 

AYEs-~Il's3rs. Speaker, Baker, Burleson, Brenan, 
Douglas~, English, Grigsby, I-Innlirnan, .Jack, Linn. 
Manilee, Pallon, Rusk, Rowlett, Sutherland, Thompson 
and Thorton-17. 

N",,,s-}!essrs. Branch, Clark, Gant, Hill, and Pier­
pont-5: passed. 

The tiLlo is "an act to amend the . severall~s. rela­
ting to the recording of ueeds, mortgages, &c. 

The acts authorizing the clerks of county courts to 
employ de.pllties was read a thirtI time by its caption and 
passed, and, 

The title is "an act to authorize the clerks of the sev­
eml courts to appoint tIcputie. and reqiring them to 
keep their ,}{fices at the county seat." . , 

The joint resolution frpm the Senate to allow the Sec­
retary of War to employ an additional clerk, read a 
first time and the rule was suspended and the resolution 
plaeedon it.q .econd reading. 
:<>n Mr. Patton's motion the words "forthe tefm of 
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six months" was inserted in the bill; the words" assls· 
tant clerk" WaS also added. 

On motion of 1\Ir. Thompson the rule was then sus· 
pended, and the bill read a third time and passed. 

On motion of lIlr. Jane,,' of Brazoria, the House ad­
journed till 3 o'clock, to enable the memhers to attend 
'the funeral of the late major Gabriel Long. 

THREE O'CLOCK, 1'. M.' 

The House met pursuant to adjournment. 
The joint resolution from the Senate for the relief of 

John Woodruff was taken up and read a first time. 
On motion of Mr. Rusk the rule Was suspended and 

the bill put on its second reading. 
On motion of )fro Rusk "Secretary" of 'Var was 

stricken out' and IITreasurer" inserted, and "out of the 
above appropriation" stricken out and "of the promisso­
ry notes of the government" inserted. 

On motion of Mr. Rusk the rule was suspended and 
the bill read a tllird lime am! passed. 
The following communication was then read from tile 

Secretary of tile Treasury. 

TREASURY D}.":PARTME!'lT 1 f 
City if Houston, No •• 30, 1837.5 

To the honorable, the ~'peakcl', and 
membeTfi of llie House qf &presentatit:cs, 

(JENTLE1-:lEi\:-:-The accomp<!nying documents will 
,show the ,ituation of my department up to the date 
therein ltIal11ed, O'wing to the great press of businc~s1 
logctlier ,vitll the indisposition of my chief clerk, has 
pre\-ented me from scnJing in my annual report at 011 

l.~arlier period of the session. ' 
It i s hoped howevertbat no injury will result from its 

aehy, which was ullavoidable. It will be seCll in one 
"f the documents, under the bead orspeda! liabilities,the 
;tlllount necessary to be appropriated for their payment. 
lllasmuch as they were created under circul1l~tnnce::; 
(~f pre:sing n.ccessity, w,ith the pledges of government 
for theIr certam redemptIOn at maluri(y, I would suo-o'es!. 
the propriety of authorizing their paymeut in the p~~lIn­
IR.;::or~- antes of the government. Their drafts ;lre rrcn. 

IB ,~ 



206 

daily past due, and if possible should be redeemed. It 
io the duty of this. department to furnish your body with 
~sllmatcs, of the probable current and coutingent ex­
penses of. the g()yernmen~ for t?e ellsuing year. Some 
ll.llle prevlOu. to the mectlOg of your body a call on the 
dlffewntheads of departments was made.to send in their 
estimates, in order that they should be laid before you 
in a c.ondenscd form, to the end that the necessary ap­
proprlq.tlOns should be made. At an early period of the 
clilled session a committee was appointed by your body 
to make a call on e<teh head of department for that 
information which superseded the neces.ity of further 
infelilllation on that subject. It is confidently hoped 
therefore, that the proper appropriations will be made. 

The law authorizing the assessment aud collection ~f 
a direct tax seClns not to have been executed in conior­
mity with its ,provisions, a.~ but few returns have as yet 
been transmitted to this department, as such I am un­
Old "ised whether or not the law refcrred to is ill success-
fiil operation. . . , . 

The collectors of revenue at the different ports 
h"se been instructed to note and transmit to this de­
partment any errors or difficulties which might present 
themselves in the execution 'of the Tarifl' la\\ s, and 
also such remarks as might seem expedient for their 
amendment, only OllC of the collectors howeyer have 
thought prop.er to make suggestions, which are hcrewlth 
transmitted. In conformity with a law passed attbclast 
ses:-:ion requiring this department to have surveyc(l and 
sold the different Islands on tbe coast; Galveston is·tbe 
only one which has been surveyed and the IO\j! brought 
into Inarkct. I here\vitJl transmit the account Tendered 
by the surveyor tor the i)lVestigatio(J of your body. 
you ,vill therefc}re please to submit it to such iny€stlga­
tion as the cirCutnstahces of the case rnay sceln to re# 
quire. Inasmuc:h a~ the accompanying documents tIre, 

yoluminous, mIll coutain information of iuterec:'t, botl! ot 
a general and special character, it is confidently hoped 
that the Honora hie, the Senate will be permitted, on ap­
plication to !ivail themselves of their use .. 

,Vith sentiments, &c., &c., 
. (Signed,) HENRY Sl\UTH, 

Secretary of the Treasury. 
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On motian of Mr. Jones, of Brazoria, the documents 
"ecompanying the report were referred to a select com­
miW'e of l,ve to make an abstract of the same and have 
publi"he,[ 500 copies . 

.'>1e"srs. J oneo, of Brazoria, Rusk, T hampson, Menifee, 
and Cl:u'k were appointed the committee. 

'1'he joint resolution from the Senate to remunerate 
the commissioners to close the General Land Office Was 
taker. up. and, . 

On motion of Mr. Branch, the bill was indefinitely 
postponed: 

The joint resolution authorizing the Secretary of \Val' 
to discharge certain offic:ers ,vas taken up, and, 

On motion of Mr. Patton,relerred to the Military Com­
mittee. 

The bill creating the county of Montgomery was 
taken up an its second reading. 

Mr. Hill oflered a substitute which was adopted. 
On motion of Mr. Rusk the words "not less than two 

hundred acres" were inserted after "scat of justice." 
The ,vord "Senator" on Mr. Jack's motion Was 

stricken out, and ihe words" that Washington and Mont­
gomery shall c6ustitute one Senatorial District" insert­
ed at the end of the section. 

The rule was suspended and the bill passed. 
The title is "an act to create the. county of Montgom­

ery." 
The bill defining the boundaries of the county of Jack­

Son was tak~n up on .Mr. Sutherland's motion. 
Mr. Linn moved to refer it to a special committee: lost. 
On motiQr of Mr. Thompson the rule was suspend",[ 

and the bill read a third time and passed. 
The title is "an act to define the boundaries or the 

county of Jaekson." 
'rhe bill for the compensation of persons wouncbl 

during the war was taken up on its second tcading. 
On motion of Mr. Menifee the second section was 

strickell out. 
On motion of Mr. Husk the rule was suspended, and 

the bill read a third time and passed. 
The title is "an act making provision for pE'l'son,<:: 

who have been permanently disahled in the service of 
Texas. 
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Oil motion of Mr. English the House atljourned till 
10 o'clock, to-morro\vrnorning. 

FUIDAY, 100'CLOCK, A. M. pee. 1, 13=37. 
rhe House lIlel pursuant to adjournment. 
The journal of the preceding day being read, 
",Ir. Linn l,;<nded in the following protest, and on hi. 

request it was o.rdered to. be entered on the .iournals: 
I protest against the passage of the act defining the 

boundaries 0.1' Ih" county of Jackson, so t:" as relates 
to crossing the La Bacca river, and taking six miles on 
l~e west side of La Baccil river, comencing at the lower 
Ime of Kent's league, and running to the hay, the for­
mer hne was a just and natural one, and ought not to be 
altered, and more particularly as the inhahitants ofVie­
tona County h(tve respectfully petitioned Congress to 
let the boundary remain as it was established by the 
tonner government between them. 'Ind Jackson, 1 hold 
it to be the true repuhlican principle for- the people 
alone to rcgul;;tte their o\vn municipal boundaries, as to 
what particular section or country th''Y ought to be 
attached to. And, further, from the iii cts now in my 
_possession, the county of Victoria wpi not rave the 
constitutional quantity of square miles i r said partition 
lakes place. 

(Signed,) JOR'" J. LL.'~. 
Houston. Nov. 30th 1587. 
)h. Dougla.ss, from the . select . commiUpe, to ,,,,hom 

w,,, retcrred the several bills for the protection of the .. 
frontier, reported a substitute for the s(tme. 

On motion of Mr. Rmk the Speaker was requested tv 
invite the Rev'ds. Mr. Fowler and Mr. M'Gowan, chap­
lains of the Senate, to officiate in thaI capacity to the 
House every morninl!. 

M~. Douglass, chc~innan of the C,;mmittee on Clain]' 
and Accounts, rcporteu the c~lln 0.1 Dr. A. ~o,nes, ant 
movell its rderence to the Comm,!tee on MIlItary AI­
fairs: report con~urr~d in. .'., . .", 

A communicatlon from the ChlCf J~8~lce ot Brazoll' 
was .read, informing the House that Brazoria had re' 
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cerv'ed a majority of thirty votes for the scat of justice 
of that county over the town of Columbia. ' 

Mr. Jones of Brazoria introduced a joint resolution 
to carry the same into effect: read a first time, and, 

On his motion, the rule was suspended, and· the bill 
read a second and third time and passed. 

The title is "a joint resolution locating pennanently 
the seat of justice of the county of Brazoria." 

A message was received from the Senate informing 
the House that they had concurred in the bill for the 
relief of Manuel Carabajal. 

Mr. Ponton moved that the several accounts acted on 
a:H] returned to the House by tbe Committee on Claims 
and Accounts be taken up and disposed of: lost. 

Mr. Patton moved to take up the resolution for the 
appointing of a chief justice of the county of Bexar 
which was done, and referred to the Committee on the 
Judiciary to report to-morrow. 

On Mr. Rusk's motion the act to raise a revenue by 
im post duties was taken u r on its second reading. 

On motion of Mr. Douglass the House resolyed itself 
into a Committee of the Whole, on the bill. 

lIlr. Jones, of Brazoria, in the chair. 
On motion of Mr. Rusk the committee rose, and their 

chairman reportecl the bill as amended and adopted, 
and asked to be discharged. 

A message was received from the Senate, informing 
the House that they had concurred in the bill amenda­
tory to the several acts granting bounty lands, ancl had 
passed a bill granting certain privileges to the steam 
ship, Columbia, &c., and asked the concurrence of the 
House the rei n ancl also a joint resolution for the relief 
of John M. Cli11:on; and an act for the relief of the 
heirs of Thos. 1<'. Edwards, deceased. 

Mr. Jones, of Brazoria, moved to refer the Tariff 
Bill as aclopted by the committee of the whole to a se­
lect committee: lost. 

On moti.~n of Mr. Rusk "from and after the passage 
of- tllis ace' was stricken out and "from and after the 
first day of January next" in3erteJ. 

3fr. Jones, of Brazoria, moved to postpone the bill till 
to-morrow: lost. 

" 0 
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0n :notiun of Mr. Jones, of Br.uo[ia, the bill was lao 
ken up by clauses . 

.:vIr. Jack moved to strike out of the first section 
"dried peaches," and called for the Ayes and Noes, tbe 
vote ~lood thus: 

.\YEs-;>,Iessrs. Baker, Branch, Burleson, Gant, Har­
I.iiman, Jones of Brazoria, Jack, Linn, ~Ienifee, Patton, 
Ponton, and Sutherland-12. 
NUEs-~Iessrs. Speaker, Clark, Douglass, Grigsby, 

Hill, Lumpkin, M'Kinney, Pierpont, Rusk, Thompson 
and Thornton-ll: adopted. 

Mr. Jack moved to strike out" boots and sboes." 
The Ayes and ;l/oes being called for, the vote stood 

thus: 
AYES-Messrs. Baker, Gant, Hardiman, Jones of Bra­

zoria, Jack, Patton, Ponton, Sutherland and Thornton 
-g. 

:\ToEs-Messrs. Speaker, Branch, Burleson, Clark, 
Douglass, English, Grigsby, Hill, Linn, Lumpkin, Men­
ifee, M'Kinney, Pierpont, Rusk, and Thumpson-15:· 
lost. ~ 

"1r. Jackmpveelto strikeout "beef." 
The Ayes and Noes being called for, tlee yote stood 

rhus: 
AYEs-iIIessr,. Speaker, Baker, Branch, Burleson, 

Grigsby, Gant. Hardiman, Hill, Jones of Brazoria, 
Jack, Menifee, Patton, Pierpont, Ponton, Rowlett, Suth· 
~r1and and Thornton-17. 

KOEs--Messrs. Clark, Douglass, English, Linn, 
J,umpkin, M'Kinncy, Rusk, and Thompson-S: stricken 
uut. 

On motion of Mr. Rusk the words "carriages, house­
hold and kitchen furniture, brought in by families actu­
tually removing to this HcpubliG," and the u,lIowmg 
additional section inserted: 

" That all articles brought itl hy tiunilies who are ac­
tually removing to the Republic for their own use 
shall beadmitted free of duty." 

Mr. Thompson moved to strike out "bagging and 
rope." 

The Ayes and Noes beiog Galled for, the vote stood 
thus: . 
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AYmi-Messrs. Douglass, Rusk, Rowlett, Thompson .. 
".[1(] Thornton-5. 

NOEs-Hessrs .. Speakpr, Baker, Branch, Brena", 
Clark, English, Grigsby, Gant •. Hardiman, Hill. Joneo 
of Brazoria, Jack, Linn, Lumpkin, l\tlenifee, l\I'Kinnney, 
Ponton, Pierpont and Sutherland-19: lost. 

""fr. Jones, of Brazoria, moved to strike out U Coffee." 
The Ayes and Noes being called for, the vote stood 

thus: 
AYES-~ressrs. Jones of Brazoria and Jack-2. 
:'juEs-Messrs. Speaker, Baker, Branch, Burleson, 

lhenan, Clark, Douglass, English. Grigsby, Gant, Har­
dim"-u, Hill, Linn, Lumpkin, Menifee. M'Kinney, Pat­
ton, Pi.erpont, Ponton, Rusk, Rowlett, Sutherland r 
Thomp·son and Thornton-24: lost. 

Mr. Rusk called for the previous question, the main 
1uestion was then put" shall the bill be engrossed?" 

The Ayes and Noes being called /or, the vote stood 
thus: 

AYEs-Messrs. Bntleson, Brenan, Clark, Douglass, 
English, Grigsby, Lumpkin, M'Kinney, Pierpont, Rusk, 
Tbompson and Tbornton-12. 

:'-IOEs-Messrs. Speaker, Baker, Branch, Gant, Hardi­
man, Hill, Jones of Brazoria, Jack, Linn, :!Ifeniiee, Pat­
ton, Ponton, Sutherland-13: lost. 

On motion of Mr. Jones of Brazoria, the House ad­
journed till 3 o'clock, p. Ill. 

THREE O'CLOCK, p. :.\1. 

The House met pursuant to adjournment. 
:No quorum appearing, the names of the absentee, 

were called, and, 
On motion of Mr. Thompson, the doors were closet! 

and rnembcrs were sent for. 
The following members appeared. and were each 

fineu two dollars, to be paid to the sorgeant-at-arms­
Messrs. Baker. Burleson, Brenan, Douglass and Rusk; 

Mr. Jack was excused; and Mr. Branch being mtlispo>­
ed, did not appear. 

The Tariff Billwas taken up and tbe first sectiON 
adopted. 

A message was received fi'om the Senate informilJu 
the House that tbey had concurred in tlte bill making a;' 
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~ppropriation tor the General Land Ollice, and both 
Houses of Congress, ~And had amended the same; also~ 
all act to prohibit the iurther sale of Land scrip; and that 
they had appointed a committee of three to act with" 
;oJIlmiltec on the part of the House on the message of 
tbe Secretary of the Treasury: 

:\fessrs. Robertson, BUJ"ton and \Vilson were appointed 
the committee. 

On mOLion of :\Ir. Jones, of Brazoria, Hleatber, har­
ness, saddles and bridles" were inserted"in the third 
section. 

On motion of Mr. Pierpont "dried peaches and beef" 
were inBerted in the Rection. 

On motion of Mr. Menifee, "molasses 25 per. cent. 
advalorem," was inserted in the fifth section. 

Mr. Jones, of Brazoria, moved to strike out "4{) per. 
cent." and insert "10 per. cent." on drugs and medi­
cines. 

The Ayes and Noes being called lor, the vote stood 
thus: " 

AYEs-Messrs. Speaker, Baker, Clark, English, G(lnt, 
Hardiman, JOlles of Brazoria, Linn, Lumpkin, Patton, 
Pierpont, Por,ton and Rowlett-13. 

NOEs-Messrs. Burleson, Ercnan, Douglass, Grigsby, 
J~ck, Menifee, M'Kinney, Rusk, Sutherland, Thompson 

"" tmd" Thornton-ll: adopted. 
" . A message was received from the Senate informing 
the Houee that they had concurred in the bill to com­
pensate the Commissionors to locate tbe seat of gover~ 
ment, and tbat they had passed a joint resolution to 
elect a joint committee, &c. 

On motioH of Mr. Sutherland, "colton and wool cards 
12 1-2 per. cent., advalorern" was added to the fifth 
section: the bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading. 

An act from the Senate granting certain privileges to 
the steam ship Columbia, &c., &c., ,,-as taken up and 
read a first time. 

Ajoint resolution amended hy the Senate was taken 
up and amendments concurred in. 

On motion of Mr. Gant the clerk was instructed to 
inform 1 he Senate of the select committee 10 whom waS 
referred the message of the Secretary of the Treasury, 
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and that they woul~,act as ajoint comn'litte,>'on'the ~ 
of the Honse.' ,,;. 

On motion of Mr. Patton the HanS!! adjourned till lO' 
o'clock to-morrow moz:.ning. 

SATURDAY, 10 O·CLOC~, Dec. 2, 18;]7. 
The House met pursuant to adjournment. 
Prayer by the chaplain. 
The journal of the prece(ling day I.)cing fe,,,1, 
l-Ir. Baker, dl;Iinnan of the comlnitt·~c on enrolled 

bills reported the following hill:;; as having been examin­
ed and found correctly enrolled: 

"Art act·amendato;y-to the several (Irdinances grant-
ing bounty lands: . 

"A joint resolution allowing the Secretary of \-Var 
all additional clerk. 

" A joint resolution for the relief of ~fa[luel Carab~ial." 
J\lr. Jack. from the select committee to whom wa~ 

relerred the'reporl of the JUdiciary Committee on the 
propriety of appointing a person to compile and make a 
.Iigest of the law" reported a joint, resolution to that 
eifecb: read a first time, and report concurred in. 

1\,,". Ruek announced to the House the death of Deaf 
Smith-, and offerml the f()l1owing re~oliltiung,' which \Ver~, 
unanimously adopted: 
.,. '*' * 

)Icssrs. Rusk, Jones of B., and 'naker~ \vere appoint.­
ed the committee to inic)nn the :Senate. 

A Joint Resolulion, to appoi,nt a Joillt. Committee to 
examine th~ proposals to Im:ate the Scat of Government 
permanently, wa~ read first time. 

On motion of Mr. Bur,jeson, the hill fur the proLectiolJ 
of the Frdntiers was taken up. on its second reauing, 

And, on his motion, the House went into cotIlmittP(, nt 
tbe whole on the same. 

~!r. Lumpkin in the Chair. 
The cummittf'e r08e, and their chairman rcportf'd prLJ­

grC::.i3, and asked leave tn '3it agaill, whieb \\';lS (.ili 

,gr:tntt'd. 
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And OlJ motion of Mr. Patton, the bill as amended, 
\Vas referred to a select coullniLt~c to report on l\IouJay. 

}Iessrs. Patton, Uu;;k, Branch, :,;utherland and Brenan 
were appoiutea said committee. . 

_\ 11le.:;si:ige -was Tccci ,oed from the Senate, iniluming 
! he House that they had concurred in "a bill to authorize 
the Treasurer to issue change nuLe.::;," 

Alai "a Dill to reduce into one act the several acts 
relatin~ to the establishment of a General Land Olliee, 
\vith a~llenJmcnts." 

A committee consisting of }Iessrs. \;YTharton, 13arnett 
and 1{ain~? ,vas received ti'um the Senate, iuforming tl1e 
House that thev \vauld cOlicur in in the resolutions of the 
House, relating to Deaf Smith, amI intorming them they 
had appointed a committee to act with a s·imilar com­
mittee on the part of the Hou::;e, relatillg to the erection 
ora monument, &c. The resolution \vas concurred in, 

, and the committee, I't-Iessrs. Husk, Patton and Bakert 

were appointed. 
The Land Bill Was taken up as amended by the Se­

nate. 
The amendment of the 12th section relating to widows 

and the representatives of orphans, subscribing to a cer­
tain portion of the oaths for the confirmation of claims 
disagteed to. \ . , 
• ' j311 motion of Mr. Jack the HOllse a<Jjourned till ~alf 

'pa!<t1! o'clock, p. m. 

THR}::E O'cLo9K, P. M. 

The House met. 
The clause of the amendment to 12th section \vhich 

relates to the decision of the Board of Land Commis­
sioners 011 claim:3 under the Colonization Law, :-;tricken 
out, and the remainder of the amendmellt agreed to. 

Ayes and noes on disagreeing. . 
A ¥Es-~fessrs. Speaker, Burieson, EnglIsh-3. 
~oEs-Messrs. Haker, Branch, J3renan, Olark, Doug-

lass, Grigsby, Gallt, Hardiman, Hilt, Jones of B., Jack, 
Linn, Lumpkin, l\Ienifee, ~rcKinney, Patton,l)icrpont) 
Ponton, Husk, Rr)\vlett, Sutherland, Thompson, Thorn-­
tim, 2;J-concufl"cd in. 

On motion of Mr. Branch, that part of the amendment 
~o section 17, relating to settlers or occupan~s under the 
laws of the Provi:-;iollal Government, ,"va':} dIsagreed to. 
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AYES-Messrs. Speaker, Baker, Branch, Burle$!W, 
Clark, Douglass, English, Grigsby, Gant, Hardim~;r; 
Hill,JonesofB., Jack, Linn, Lumpkin, Menifce,l\lcKiri- , 
ney, Patton, Pierpont, Ponton, Rusk, Rowlelt, Suther­
land, Thompson and Thornton-25. 

NOEs-Mr. Brwan-l. 
The remainder of the amendment disagreed to. 
The amendment to 23d section disagreed to. 
Amendment to 29th section re!atiqg to' volunteers: 

concurred in. 
That pOllion relating to 1st August and 1st Octoher:' 

disagreed to; and the words "or may hereafter," relat­
ing to discharges inserteil, and,. H or. may have died." 
" Provide1that no person who IS entItled to the benefIt 
of the first part of this section of the act shall he entitled 
to the bend,t ()f tbe last part of the same," was added 
to the end of the amendment-and second amendment 
concurred in. 

Amcndment to 33d section concurred in. 
Additional section to come after sectioll 37; concurred 

ill, relating to 1ocating. 
AddiliOlml section 39, that parl of the amendment re­

lating to runniug county lines, by the Surveyor, ~c .. 
down to the word HLines," stricken out, and 'ithat eaC'h 
county in the Repnblic be considered and constitUlc " 
section, inserted. 

,\Ir, Gant entered his o~jection to the same. 
A~ this is intclHlecl for such sectionizing as is rcquirf'u 

by tho Constitntion, I d0 hereby record my dis~ent. 
f:iigned, W. W. GANT. 

The word~ "so soon as practi(~able" ,vere inscrted~ 
awl the ilmendment concurred in. 

Scctiou 40 t insert afler "claims," the \VOrd3 "aU pro­
perly." 

';A message was received from the Senate, informing 
tfw House, that they had concurred. in au act to ·pr()l..-iJ~: 
j~}r the pumshmcnt of slaves and free persons of colur." 

"An act to define the boundaries of the Contlty oj' 
Shelby." • 

H An act l'clatingto the public archives," and alllemkJ . 
.. An act to create a MeRical Board." 
A Joint Resolution fin the relief of G. M. Colling,­

worLb." 
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Joint Resolution requiring the Auditor to audit the ac 
counts of Col. Weymouth, and asking the House to COIl­

Cllr therein. 
Mr. "Ieniiee moved to stri1<e out of 40th section, the 

words "to the amount of 8200 and under, in the hands 
of original holders." . 

The Ayes and J\'oes being called for on tbe passage, 
the vote slund thus: 

AYES-~'lessrs. Speaker, Branch, Burleson, Brenan, 
Douglass, English, Grigsby, Gant, Hill, Jones of B., 
Jack, Linn, Menifee, Pierpont, Ponton, Rusk, Rowlett, 
t5uther1and, Thompson, Tbornton-20. 

NOEs-Messrs. Baker, Clark, Lumpkin, "IcKinney, 
Patton-ii. Stricken out. ( '. 

!Ir. Jones of B., moved to insest the words "in Jthc 
. hands of original bo1ders." 

On motion of "fr. Gant the House adjourned till ten 
o'clock Monday morning. 

M";><DAv, 10 O'CLOCK, Dec. 4, 1837. 
The House met pursuant to adjournment. 
Prayer by the Chaplain. 
The journal of Saturday being read, 
The Land Bill was taken up as left on that day. 
l\fr. Branch moved to insf'rt in the amendment to the 

40th section, the words "in the hand's of the original 
ho1ders",...-lost 'I 

Mr. Rusk oifered the iollowing proviso: 
Provided, That the benefits shall not extend to' 

:lny nne individual fiJr a. larger quantity of lands 
than t \VO leagues and two labors: and any (lne offering 
to pay ie)r land ill ,wditetly,,!:'crofthe government, shall 
"wenr thet he has not paId ior as much as two leagues 
amI lohors in such paper bei('re, either by himself or bi' 
agent, which affidavit shall be filed with the CHairman 
of the Board ofJ.aud COlllmissioners. 

The ayes and noes being c"lIed ielr, on the passage of 
the bill, the vote stood thus: 

AVEs-Messrs. Baker, Branch, Brenan; Clark. GallI. 
Hill, Jones of A., June. of .B., Linn, Menifee,McKinney, 
Patton, Pierpont, Pdntml, Rusk, Rowlett, Thornton-17. 
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NOEs-Mesors. Speaker, Douglass, En<>lish, Grigsby, 
Hardiman, Lumpkin, Sutherland, and 'fh~mpson-8. 

Mr. Jot.es of B., moved to disa.gree to the amendment 
as amended. 

The Ayes and Noes being called for, the vote stood 
thus: 

AY1'1~-~I0~srs. Speaker, Branch, EnglLsh, Grigsby, 
Jones oCB., Lumpkin, Sutherland and Thompson-S 

N()Es.-~'\les~n;. Baker, Drenan, C lark, Douglass, 
Gant, Hardiman, Hill, JOllesof A., Jack, Linn, Menifee, 
.McKinney, Patton, Pierpont, Ponton, Rusk, Rowlett, 
and Thornton: 18. Lo"t. 

O.n !:(lotion of iIII'. Rusk, the 42d sec lion relating to 
na.vIga,51etstreams \Y<18 dIsagreed to. 

Also the 43d section, allowillg the t'lurveyor General to 
employ clerks at discretion. 

-"[r. Jack, Chairman of the Judieiarv Committee, to 
whom was referred the subject of Chief' Justices' Elec-
1 tons, reported that in their opinion tbe election belong­
('d solely to Congress, aIlel offered a resolution inviting 
the Senate to go iuta an election to fill the vacancies Oll 

the (Jth insl.: adopted. 
On motion, M,,,srs. Martin, !'>PCay and BOJd were 

permitted to withdraw their papers. 
~Ir. Linn asked and obtained leave to withdraw the 

petition of the citizens of Victoria. 
An act to raise a revenue hy impost duties was 

taken up on its third reading. 
Mr. Rusk moyed to suspend the rule and "30 per. 

(--:cnt .. " was stricken out of the ~ixth section on articles 
not enumerated, and" 20 per cent." inserted. 

Onl\Ir. Jack's motion the \vords "from and after tbn 
first day of January next" were inserted atthc ene! o[the 
eighth section: the bill passed. 

The title is "an act to raise a. revenue hy impost dutiet-;." 
The joint resolution for tbe relief of J.l\f. Clifton, j;;orn 

1 he Sonate, was taken up and read a first timo. ' 
On motion of ~Ir. Rusk tbe two joint resolutions for 

the rcliefof F. W. Thornton were taken up and read a 
second time, and ordered to be "ngrosscd. 

On motion of Mr., Jack the rule was suspended, ulld 
th~ several resolutIOns reported by the committee on 
Claims and Accouuts taken up. 

19 
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"A joint r830]utioll for the,relicfof A. R. Bodman: 
re.'1d a second time and cngru::;scd. 

"Aj!)ill! resolution forthf' relief of Thos. G.~I'Ghec: 
read a second titue. 

On Illotion of :'IIr. Sutherland the words "provided 
he ,ha 11 not reeeLye more tban two bundreJ dollars" 
\",-er(' in::;erted. 

The joint resolution lor the relief of Stillman S. Curti, 
\Vas read a second time, and laid on the table. 

On motion of Mr. Baker the vote on the joint resoln­
tion It)r the relief of A. R. Boelman 'was re-eonsiderd, 
and three dollars per day stricken out, and the words 
"allowing him such pay as is allowed other clerks lot 
similar services:" ordered to he engrossed. 

Thcjoint resolution lor the reliefof"ertain persons there­
In named "vas taken up on its second reading, anti re­
committed to the Committee un Claims and Accounts; 
also the joint resolution for the rcliefofF. W. Thornton.' 

A message was rech-ed from the Senate informing 
the House that they had passed a resolution appointing 
a joint committee to wait upou his Excellellcy, the 
President, for certain purposes therein named, and ask 
the concurrence of the House. 

The joint resolution for the relief of the heirs of Tho,. 
F. Edwards, from tbe Senate: read a first time. 

!\fr. Linn mm"ed that he he excused from serving on 
the committee on Claims and Acocounts: lost. 

On motion of :.vIr. Douglass the committee on CbiIn' 
and Accounts were authorized to employ a clerk. 

Thf~ resolution from the Senate appointing a. commit­
lee in \yait upon the l>rcsident was taken up amI 
aJoptccl. 

l\!essrs. Itowlctt, English awl Clark were appointed. 
the committee on the part ofthc House. 

An act to appoint a hoard of Medical Censors, from 
the Senate, '\-vas taken up auu read a first tirne. 

1\1;: Jones, of Austin, ruoveJ to suspend the rule amI 
llut it on its second l'caJing: lost. 

Mr. Patton, chairman of the committee to whom was 
referred the bills for the protection of the frontier 
reEorted a substitute. , 

The joint resolution from the Senate authorizing the 
Auditor to audit the claims of D. F. Weymouth was 
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read a first lime and referred to the committee on Claims 
and Accounts. 

The joint resolution, from the Senate, for electing a 
,ioint (;ommittce to examine and receive proposals for 
locating the seat of government, was taken up on jts 
:-:eeond reading. 

Mr. Jack moved to strike out "2 and 3," and insert 
" 1 and 2," in the first section. 

On motion of Mr. Thompson, the House adjourned till 
3 o'clock p. m. 

THREE O'CLOCK, 1'. M. 

The Houw met pursuant to adjournment, 
And proceeded to the unfinished business of the morn­

ing. 
~Ir. Lumpkin moved to strike out "committee" and 

insert" comissioners:" lost. 
Mr. Lumpkin moved to strike out "five:"lost. 
Mr. Patton ollered the following section: 
"That the same committee in making their selections 

shall be "areful to select and report upon such places 
"lone as will admit of placing the Capitol at least three 
miles from any land which may be owned by individu­

'als, and which cannot be purchased by the government: 
lost. 

On motion of Mr. Jones, of Brazoria, the following 
section was added: 

"That the said committee shall have power to make 
reserviitioll of an vacant lands which may be ~ituated 
within nine miles of any point whieh the committee 
may think proper to designate as a suitable location for 
the seat of g'overnment, and due notice of said reserva­
tions shall be forthwith given' in alleast three public 
newspapers, and no courity surveyor shan survey any 
land in the said reservations, until after said reservation~ 
shall be relinquished by Congress: Provided, that it 
sh"J! not be lawful for said committee to mo.ke such 
rC.:3crvatiOI~ in m.orc th,m five (Efferent places. 

On motJon of :\1r. Rowlett the rule was so lin sus­
pcmlecl ,as to tal:c up the bill incorpomting tbe towns uf 
ClarkSVIlle. and LeXll1gtoll, on It~ second reading. 

On motIOn, the towns of Goliad, Houston, Jonesho-
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rough, San Patricio, and i'Iilam \Vere in.sertcd, the rule 
was suspended the bill reau a tbird time and passed. 

The tItle JS " an Ltct to Incorporate certain towns there-
in named." , 

A n act to incorporate the city of San Antonio W:J.S 

laken up on its second reading. 
",fr. Ponton mo,-ed to insert the town of Gonzales: 

adopteu. 
!\fr. Linn mm-eu to insert Victoria, but only giving 

that town fiye aldermen, the rule was sl15pended and 
tbe bill read a tbird time and passed. 

A message \vas received from the Senate jnforming 
the House th"t they had concurred in an act incorpora­
ting the Colorado Navigation Company; and passeda 
bill incorporating the Neches River Navigation Compa· 
ny: and request the concurrence of the House. 

The hill incorporating the towns of Richmond and 
San Felipe de Austin Was taken up and read a second 
ti me and ordered to be engrossed. , 

Mr. Rusk moved to suspend the mle and take· up the 
hill providing for taking testimony by interrogatories: 
lost.' 

The joint resolution from the Senate for tbe relief of 
George M. Collinsworth ,vas taken up and read a tirst 
time and referred to the committee on C iaims and Ac­
counts. 

Mr. Menifee moved to appoint an additional commit­
teeon Claims and Accounts: lost. 

Mr. Jack moved to lake up the bill incorporating the 
Bank of Nacogdoches: losl. 

On mot;e>1l of )lr. Rusk, the House adjourned till 
7 o'dock, P. M. 

c SEVE~ O'CLOCK, P. :tI. 

The House met purBuanl to adjournment. 
A message "vas received from the Sena.te informing the 

House that they adhered to some of lbelr amendments, 
and had appointed Messrs. Wharton, Horton and Les­
ter a commIttee of conference, and asked the house to 
appoint a similar cornmittee. 

On n.otion of Mr. Rusk the House appointed a com· 
mittee to confer witb tbe committee of the Senate: 

~Iessrs. Rusk, Brancb, Sutberland, Jones of Austin 
and Thompson were appointed said committee. 
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The act t9 incorporate the Neches River Navigatiott 
Company, from the Senate, Was taken up and read a 
first time. 

The bill for takin~ testimony by interrogatories wa. 
taken up on its second reading.. ' 

On motion of Mr. Rusk Ihe follow ing was added: 
.. Pr01,idcrl, in all cases it shall be lawful to take the 

testimony offcmales in civil cases in the"same manner as 
herein provided, whether they be residents in the coun­
ty or not.~' 

On motion of Mr. Branch the rule was snspended, and 
the bill read a third time, by its caption, and passed, 
and, 

The title is "an act to provide for the taking of testi­
mouy hy interrogatories." 

The bill to inCOl'porate the city of Houston was taken 
up on its second reading. 

Mr. Thompson offered the following ns a substitute: 
" Be it enacted by tffe Senate and House if Representa­

! ives if the Republic nf TexfI,s in Congress assembled, that 
the citizens of the' city of Houston and the towns of 
'Washington, C rocket and Refugio, be incorporated un­
,jer, and entitled to all the privileges granted to the town 
of Brazoria, under a charter of incorporation, passed at 
I he extra session of this Congress:" adopted. 

The rule waS suspended and the bill read a third time 
and passed. " ' 

The title is " an act to incorporate the city of Houston 
and other towns therein named.'·' 

The bill to incorporate the Texas Bank was taken ut> 
and postponed to the first of May next. 

On motion of Mr. English the joint resolution tor the 
relief of John .~I. Clifton was talien up on its second 
reading and Jaid on the table. 

An act to incorporate the Texas Steam-Mill Compa­
ny was taken up on its s<ocond reading, and the rule was 
suspended, and the bill read a third time. 

The Ayes and Noes being called for on its final pas­
sage, the vote stood thus: 

_\YEs--'.\f~ssrs. Spc,:ker, Baker, Clark, Grigsby, 
Jones of AustIll, Jones of Brn.~ona, Jack, Linu, l\Ienjfee, 
aml Ponton-10. 

NOE"-.\fessrs. BI'anch, Brcnan, Dough!ss, E"glish, 
*19 
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Gant, Hill, ~[,Kinney, Pierpont, Rowlett, Sutherl11Jd, 
Thampson, and Thornton-12. 

An act for taking the census of the Republic was ta­
ken up on its second reading. 

On motion of Mr. Rusk the following proviso was 
~dded: ~ 

" Providea, that such compensation shall not exceed 
one dollar for each family: adopted. 

Mr. Jones, of Brazoria, offered a substitute to the 
bill, providing that the assessors of direct tax should 
take the census. 

The Ayes and Noes being called for, on the substi­
tute the vote stood thus: 

A¥Es-Baker, Branch, Brenan, Grigsby, Jones of 
Brazoria, Jack, Menifee, Ponton, Rowletl, Sutherland 
and Thornton-ll. 

NOEs-Messrs. Speakcr, Douglas., English, Gant, 
Hill, Jones of Austin, Lumpkin, M'Kinney, Pierpont, 
Rusk and Thompson-ll: lost. 

On motion of Mr. Rusk a separate column was added 
lor the citizens of the depopulated counties: the· rule 
was snspended and the bill read a third time Jlnd passed. 

'the title is "an act to provide lor taking the census 
of the republic of Texas." 

The Ayes and Noes being called fur, on it. final 
pa~sage, the vote stood thus: 

AYES-Messrs. Speaker, Douglass, English, Grigsby, 
Hill, Jones of Austin, Jones of Brazoria, Jack, Lump­
kin, Menifee, M'Kinney" Pierpont, Rusk, Rowlett and 
Thompson-Hi. 

NOEs-Messrs. Baker, Branch, Brenan, Gant, Linn, 
Ponton, Sutherland and Thornton-8: passed. 

On motion of )\'Ir. Jones, of Brazoria, the House ad­
journed till 10 o'clock, to-morrow mornilll(. 
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'rUEBDAv,.Dec. 6, 1837. 
The House met pursuant to adjournment. 

·.Prayer by the Chaplain. 
The journal. of the preceding day being read, . 
Mr. Rusk, from the Committee on Military Affairs, to 

whom was referred the petition of D. F. Weymouth, 
reported a joint resolution for his relief: read a first time. 

Mr. Bal,er, chairman of the committee on enrolled 
bills, reported the following as examined and correctly 
enrolled: . 

"A joint resolution authorizing the Treasnrer to issue 
change notes. , 

"An act to define the hound aries of SheJby county. 
"An act to prohibit the further sale ofland scrip. 
" An act concerning the public archives. 
" An act to provide lor the punishment of crimes and 

misdem€anors committed by slaves, and free persons 
of color. 

"A joint resolution making an appropriation for the 
I]se of the General Land Office, and to defray contingent 
expenses of Congress. • 

"A joint resolution to compensate comnllSSlOners to 
locate the site of the seat of government." 

A communication was recelved from the Secretary 0 r 
War with sundrv documents, which, 

On motion or" Mr. Rusk, the same was referred to, 
the committee on Military Affairs, without reading. 

On motion of l\Ir. Rusk the vote respecting the Lill 
incorporl;ltiIlg the Texas Steam-Mill Company WIIS re-
considered, and, . 

On motion of Mr. Jones, of Brazoria, referred to a 
~elect committee: 

Messrs. Jones of Brazoria, Rowlett and Patton were 
appointed the committee. ' 

A message was received from the Senate ioformino 
the House that they had .passed an act sup~lemcntary 
to an act fi'r the suppresSlon of gainblmg, and requested 
the House to concur tberein. 
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:\1r. Rus.k, from the committee on ~rilitary Ait'lirs, 
tCl'ortcu aJomt rewllltJOn for the relief of certain persons 
\dlU had served in the Indian campaian under Col. K. 
H. Unu!lla~~: read a first time. t:) 

Jh. j!w,k moved to suspend the rule and place the 
hill On jt~ second reading: lost. 

The joint resolution for the relief A. R. Bodman, read 
" third time and passed, and that is the title. 

Ajoint resolution for the relief of Thomas G. M'Gee 
wa.-; taken up and read a third time, and the rule was 
suspended, and the words "First Auditor" inserted on 
motion of l\Ir. Rusk: and the hill passed. 

The act from the Senate, supplernentary to an act for 
the suppression of gambling, was taken up and read a 
first time. 

Mr. Thompson moved to postpone the hilrto the first 
of ~1ay, 1838: lost. . . 

A- message was received from the Senate, informing 
the House that they had passed an act to allow the Audi· 
tor and Treasurer to draw their salaries monthly; and 
that they had passed a resolution to refer the acts defi· 
ning the boundaries of Jasper, Liberty, and San Au­
gustine,.to a committee, consi.ting of Messrs. Horton and 
Lester to report on the same, with a ~imilar committee 
on the part of the House.-

On motion of :Mr. Jones, of Brazoria, the bill lor the 
su ppression of gambling was referred to a committee of 
three, to.report on day alier to·morrow: 

!lIessrs. Jones of Austin, Jack and Ponton were 
appointed the committee. . 

The hill for the protection of the frontier was- taken 
up. on motion of lIlr. Patton, and the House .~ent into 
Committee of the Whole, on tbe same. -

.Mr. Jones of Brazoria in the chair. 
A message was received from the Senate, informing 

tlw House tbat they had passed an ac~ supplementary to 
an act incorporating the Colorado Navigation Company, 
and refluesled the House to concur therein. 
",'l,'hc cOHlmittee rose, and their chairman report~ the 
bill as amended, and that the committee had rejected 
the-.oame, and asked to he discharged. 

00 motion, _ the report was concurred in. ' 
0.. m()(ion of Mr. Rusk the bill was laid on the table. 
The act frOID the Senate supplementary to an a~t 
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incorporating the Colorado Navigation Company wa;; 
taken up and read a Jirst time. 

On his motion the rule was suspended, and the bill 
pla~ecl on its Becond and third readiug. 

On lllntipn of Mr. Rusk the House adjourned till 3 
o'clock, p. Ul. 

THREE O'CLOCK, F. !\I. 

The lIouse met pursuant to adjournment. 
The bill supplementary to an act incorporating tllc 

~-jolorc-l(lo Naviga.tion "\vas taken up as left in the maru­
mg. 

On motion of ,\Tr. TbomlBon the rule Wns suspended, 
'lllel the bill amended by adding the words "pJ'ol"ided suid 
aetcrmination not to purchase or «Bnu I on the part of 
Congress, shall not preclude them from the right of pur­
(~hasing at any future time. 

The Ayes anu Noes beillg calleel for, on the passage 
of the bill, the vote stood tlms: 

AYEs-~Ip,ssrs. Baker, Branch, Clark, Douglass, Ellg­
lish, Grigsby, Jones of Austin, Jones of Brazoria, Jac];., 
Lumpkin, '\iellitec, M'Kinncy, Pierpont, I)atton, Pon~ 
tf)n, Rusk, Rowlett, Thompson and Thornton-19. 

NOEs-l\[essrs. Burleson, Brenan, Gazley, (;ant, 
Hill, L inn and t>utherland-7: passed. 

Mr. Jon~, of Brazoria, asked leave to withdraw 
the papers relating to the scbooners Fanny DUller, 
Watchman, &c.: granted. 

A resolution from the Menate appoiuting a committee 
10 act on the bills fixi[lg the boulldaries of lhc counties 
of Jasper, Lilwrty and ~al1 Augustine, cOI1t'urred In, 
and, 

On motion ofl\lr. Branch, a committee uf three wen: 
nppointed, on the part of the House, to act with s[li,l 
I>ommittee from the Senate: 

~lcssrs. Sutherlanu, Jones of Austin, and .l\'1t:ni!f-!c 
\vere appointed the committee. 

A joint resal mion from the Semlte for tlie relid' of 
John M. Clifton was taken up on its secot1<1 reading. 

}[r. Thompson moved to suspend the fulf: awl pl:,-cc 
~he bill on its third rcadin". 

1\fr. l\Iootly was sent i{-~r, tn nive the IIou:.:p :.:ornc in­
{',rmation in r('~;ard to the .'5amc'~ 
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~ On l~o~ion of l\Ir. Gant. tiw .winds "tor his expenses 
l~r cnlistlng and mu~tcnng II1to the service of Texas, 
nmetY8 scven men, in the spring of 18:)7" ,"'ere addeJ1 

and, 
Un motion of :'IIr. Rusk, the bill was read a·third time 

and passed. 
The Ayes and ",oes being called for, the ",)to stooJ 

thus: 
.-\.YEs-:'IIessrs. Speaker, Burl~son, Brenan, Clark, 

Douglass, Englif',h, Ga.zIey, Grigsby, (~ant, Jones of 
Brazoria, Jach~ Linn, Mettifee, IljerpoBt, Ponton, l{o'v~ 
lel.l., Sutherland, Thompson and Thornton-19. 

Nm,,-Messrs. Branch, Hill, Lumpkin, l\rKinncy, 
Patton and H.usk-6: passed. 

A message \vas received from the Senate informing 
the House that tbey had passed a joint resolution allow­
illg the President to employ a private secretary; and 
an act to prevent the issue of printed or litbograph 
change notes, and requesting the concurrence of the' 
House therein. 

The act to incorporate the towns of San Felippc de 
Austin, and Richmond, was taken up on its third reading. 

On motion of IIIr. M'Kinney the rule was suspended 
and the town of Lagrange, in Red lEver coumy, in­
serted: the bill tben passed, and, 

The title is "an act to incorporate the to\vns of San 
Felipe de Austin, Richmond, and Lagrange." 

On motion of Mr. J.,ek the bill to incorporate the 
Br8zoria .Insurance Company \vat: t.aken up on its se~ 
t'ond read mg. 

On motion of Mr. Rusk all of the 7th section fi'om 
the word "anel" in the fi1teenth line was stricken out. 

On motion of 1\fr. Gant H f()fty'-nine years" \'-as strick# 
Ell out flnd "tllirtv'1 inserted. 

On motion "f'Ir. Husk the rule Y'as suspended, and 
the hill read a third time, by its caption, and passed. 

'rhc ti11f~ is "'rln act to incorponltc the Brnzoria Insu
# 

,ranee Comp<Juy." 
The act to create a noard of :l\fcdical Ccm;ors was 

taken lip on its s('cond reading. 
On motion of .Mr. Jones, c.J: Brazoria, the worda "a 

~n3.jority," were stricken out and "'one-third" inserted 
1:1 the fourth s('ction. 
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A message Was received from the Senate informin~ 
the House'that they had concurred in a bill to incorp; 
rate the city of San Antonio, and other towns therein 
named, aud that they had passed a bill to authorize 
extra sessions to be held by the District Court of Bra­
zoria cCJunty, and risked the House to concur therein. 

Tbe Hau," then adjourned till 10 o'clock to-morrow 
morning. 

"\VED.'rESDAY, 10 O'CLocrr; A. i'd., Dec. 6, 1837. 
The IIoll:ic met pursuant to adjournment. 
Prayer by the chaplain. 
The journals oftbe preceding cluy being read, 
Mr. Ilowlett, chairman of the comIllittee on Iudian 

.AO~lirs, to '.-dlOm wa.s referred dmt portion of the Presi­
dent's I1Jessagc relating to our Indian Affairs, reported 
that they bad h;ld tbe .same under cOlli;ideration, and 
were of opinion that five or six trading houses' properl y 
protected would speedily conduce to favorable relations 
with the great COnl;lllche tribe, ancl their dependent, 
of the samp-, and tbe Kickapoos, Shawnees, Dda wares~ 
and other small tribes, and that the force necessary to 
prolect ,uch establishments would be suUieient to c-has­
tise the lWotile tribes wlii"h still continue to depr"datc 
f)11 our dc1cIlceiess settlc'mcnts; they would not reCom­
lllend the pilS~:l~e oC arfy law cni()fcing on his Excellen­
cy the responsibility of declaring martial law on our 
frontjer. 

On motion the report \va:,; concurred in. 
1\.1r. Douglass. chairman oftbeCommittee (.)11 Claimsand 

Accounts, reported sundry accounts acted on, with r('~­
olutions to carry out the report which was laid on the· 
("ble, on lllOtion of Mr. Gant, without reading. 

Mr. Jones, of Brazoria, from the select committee t08 
wbom was referred the bill to incorporate the Texas 
Steam Saw-Mill Company, reported the same a 
amended, and recommended the passage of the same. 

~Ir' Gazley, from the committee on Printing, repurted 
a JOint resolutIOn to have pnnted certam papers, &c.: 
read a first time. 
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The bill to incorporate the Texas Steam Saw-Mill 
Comp"ny was taken up, and, 

On motion, the amendments were adopted. and the 
bill read a third time, and, 

The Ayes and Noe" being callectinr, on the passaGe 
of the bill, the yote stood thus: 0 

AYEs-Messrs. Speaker, Baker, Clark, Gazley, Grigs­
ho;r, Ha.rdiman, Jones of Au.=::tin, Jones of Brazoria, 
Jack, Linn, Lumpkin, Menifce, Ponton, Rusk and 
Thorntol1---:-15. ' 

)ioEs-~lessrs. Burleson, Brenan, Douglass, English, 
Gant, Hill, M'Kinney, Pierpont, Rowlett, and Suther­
land-l0: passed, and the title is as above. 

The bill from the Senate to prohibit the issue of print­
ed or lithograph change notes ,vas taken up and frad 
a first time, and, '-' 

On motion of Mr. Menifee the rule was suspended, 
and tbe bill placed on its second reading. 

On motion of Mr. Rusk the fine was fixed at not less 
tha,., $5 nor rrlO,'e than $50. 

l\[r Jack moved to insert the words "not less than 
amonnts under five dollars." 

The Ayes and Noes being called for, on the amend­
ments, the vote stood thus: 

AYES-Messrs. Jack and Jones ofBrazoria-2. 
NOEs-)fe3.<::rs. Speaker, Baker, Burleson, Brenan, 

Clark, Dn.uglass, Engli$b, Gazley, Grigsby, Gant, Har­
diman, llill, Jones of Austin, Linn, Lumpkin, Menifee, 
l\I'Kinney, Patton, Pierpont, Ponton, Rusk, Rowlett, 
Sutherland and Thornton-24: lost. 

On motLon of~dr. Jone~, of Brazoria, the word" \vith­
in" ,vas stricken out, anJ the words" after to day" 
lnscrterl. 

On motion of ;\lr. ~renif8e the rule was suspended, 
and the bill read a thircl time, by its caption, and passed. 

The act to authorize the l'msident to employ a private 
secretary \Vas taken up and read a first time. 

On motion of .\Ir. Patton it committee consisting of 
Messrs. Patton, J aek and Menifee was appointed to 
wait on the Senate to request them to inform the House 
what action they had token on the resolution inviting 
them to meet in joint session to elect chief justices to fiJl 
vacancies in that office. 
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The act from the Senate authorizing the District C0urt 
QfBrazoria county, to hold extra sessions, taken up and 
read a first time. 

The joint resolution from the Senate authorizing the. 
Treasurer and AuJitor to draw their salaries monthly 
was taken up anJ read a first time. 

The aet to create a Medical Board of Censors was 
taken up, as left yesterday, on a second reading. 

Tile word "meuicines" was inserted in the first sec­
tion, on mot jon of Mr. Jones, of Brazoria, and, 

On his motion, the proviso to the 10th section, relating 
to "diplonlas," was ~tricken out. 

On motion of Mr. Patton, .. nor hold a commission in 
the Army ur Navy" inserted. 

On motion of Mr. J ooes of Brazoria, the rule Was 
suspe .. ded, and the bill read third time. 

The Ayes and Noes being called for, on the passage, 
the vote stood tbus: 

AYEs-Messrs. Speaker, Baker, Clark, Douglass, 
Gazley, GrigsLy, HarJill';an, Hill, J.ones of Aus~in, 
Jones of Bra zona, Jack, Lmn, Lumpkm, Patton, P,er­
pont, Rusk, and Rowlett-17. 

NOEs-Messrs. Burleson. Brenan, English. Gant,. 
Menifee, M'Kinney, Ponton, Sutherland and Thornton 
-9: the hill passed. 

A committee from the Senate, Mes",s. Everitt and 
\Vhart(lll, was received, informing the House that the 
Senate were in Joubt respecting the appointment of the 
uffice of C Ilief Justice; and that they had passed a reso­
lution appointing a committee to act in conjunction with, 
a similar committee on the paTt of the House to exam­
'ne and report on the subjeet, and that the Senate de­
eli ned acting in joint session until after said committee 
should report. 

A message was received from the Senate intorminO" 
the House that they had concurred in the amendments t~ 
the bill for the relief of J. M. Clifton, made by the 
House; and that they had passed a joint resolution for 
the reliefbfthe officers and crew of the schooner of war 
Independen~e; and for the relief of Edmund P. Crosby; 
and requestmg the concurrenee of the House therein. 

The bill granting privileges to the steam-ship Colum­
bia, was taken up on. its second reading .. 

20 



Mr. Jones, of Austin, moved to insert after "mail" 
"all public property and accredited agents of the go," 
ernment:" lost. 

On motion of Mr. J alles, of Brazoria, the follo\\ing 
additional section Was added: 

.. That should such steam-boats carry any freight to 
or from the Republic they shall pay tonnage duty on the 
amount of actual ii·eight so earned, and,. 

On his motion, the bill Was laid on the table. 
The bill to incorporate Neches Navigation Company 

was taken up, and, 
On motion of Mr. Douglass, postponed till the first 

of Mayhext. 
On motion of Mr. Itusk the vote was re-considered. 
Mr. Jones. of Austin, moved to postpone the bill 

indefinitely. 
The Ayes and Noes being called for, the vote stooO 

thNS: 
AYEs-l'i["sgrS~ Baker, Gnut, Hill and Jones of Austin, 

-4. 
NOEs-Messrs. Speaker, Burleson, Brenan, Clark, 

Donglass, English, Grigsby, Hardiman, Jack, Linn, 
Lt!mpkln, Menifee, M'Kinney, Patton, Pierpont, POll' 

toll, Rusk, Rowlett, Sutherland and Thornton-20: 
lost. 

The bill'on the same subject, now, is the order of the 
day. 

On motion of Mr. Jack the bill was read. and, 
Ou motion of Mr. Husk, refened to' a select corumit· 

tee of three, to report to-morruw. . 
lIt'ess!'s. Rusk, Grigsby Rnd Hill were appointed said 

committee. 
The resolution li'om the Senate to appoint a joint 

committee to report on the subject of electing Chle! 
Justices ,\v:.\s fead ilnd concurred in. p 

Messrs. ,Go.zley, Rnsk, Patton and G ant were appointed 
said committee. 

The joint resolution for the reliefofEdmund P. ~~O" 
by, from the Senate, was taken up and read a first tllllt. 

The oiJI for the l'elief of the bfficers add ere'" of th.i 
schOoner of war Independence, was. taken up and rea . 
a first time. 
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On motion of Mr> Douglass tbe House adjourned 'till 
3 o'clock, p. m. 

TllREE O'CLOCl~, P. M. 

The House met pursuant to adjournment. 
A message was received fmm tbo . Senate informing 

the House that they had passed a resolution to !\tljourn 
on the 16th inst., and reqnested the House to ,concnr 
tberein. 

The liill to unite in one the War and Navy Depart­
ments, was taken up on its second reading. 

Mr. Jack offered an additional section to consolidate 
the State and Treasury Departments, and to require the 
Secretary of State to discharge the duties of both. . 

The Ayes and Noes being called for, on the question, 
the ¥ote stood thus: 

AYEs-Messrs. Speaker, Branch, Brenan, English, 
Grigsby, Jack and Patton-7. 

NOEs-Messrs. Baker, Clark, Gazley, Gant, Hill, 
Jones of Austin, Linn, Menitee, Pierpont, PonLOn, Rusk, 
Rowlett, Sutherland, Thompwn and Thornton-15: 
lost. 

fllr.Rusk moved to instruct tbe Judiciary Committee 
ta report a bill to uuite in one, the State and Treasury 
Departinents, to-morrow: lost. 

The resolution from tbe Senate relative to the 
aqjournment was taken up, and, 

On motion of Mr. Patton, laid on the table. . 
'rhe bill to rc-organize the Army was taken upon mo­

tion of lIfr. Brancb, and laid Oll tbe table. 
The bill relating to the Secretary of the Treasury 

was taken up on its second read ing. 
Mr"Gant moved to insert the words" Post-1\Iaster 

General." 
I On motion of lIfr. Rusk the bill was referred to th~ 
J udieiaryCommittee. 

'~he bill to amend the Post Office Law Was taken up 
on Its sccpnd read mg. 

lIfr. Branch moved to strike out" four" and insert 
., one:" adopted. 

Tbe bill was then ordered to be engrossed jor a third 
reading. 

The bill authorizing l'er,uns to dispDse of property by 
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will was take!' up on its second reading, and the rule was 
suspended and the bill read a third time and passed, 
and the title is as above. 

On motion of Mr. Rusk the bill for granting of injunc-
tions was taken up on its second reading. ' 

On motion of Mr. Rusk the words "if a resident of 
the county" were inserted. 

On motion of Mr. Thompson "three days" were 
stricken out, and" as soon after as practicable" inserted. 

On Mr. Jack's motior. the words" and the said notice 
shall be sufficient, if served on the party or his counsel" 

On motion of Mr. Gazley the House adjourned till 10 
o1clock to-morrow morning. 

THURSDAY, 10 O'CLOCK, Dec. 7, 1837. 
The House met pursuant to adjournment. 
Prayer by tbe Rev. Mr. M'Gowan. 
The journal of tbe preceding day J.eing read, 
Mr. Rusk, chairman of the Committee on Military AI­

fairs, reported that they had had" the claims of Dr. Anson 
Jones under consideration, alld that, satisfied of their 
correctness, they report a joint resolution requiring the 
Auditor to audit tbe same: read a first time. 

Mr. Rusk, from the committee of conterence on tbe 
land bill reported'tbe amendments as agreed to by them, 
which were severally read and agreed to, and the clerk 
of the House instructed to inform tbe Senate of the same. 

Mr. Baker, trom the Committee on Enrolled Bill" 
reported the tollowing bills as examined, and found oor-
reetly enrolled: , 

" An act to incorporate tbe Colorado Navigation Corn 

pany.". h . f SA' '&" "An act to IDcorporate t e city 0 an ntoOlc,. 0' 
Mr. Branch, from the committee on Foreign Relatlon$, 

to wbom was referred so much of the Presid~nt'8 mer 
sage as related to that subject, and the Secret~ry 0 

,State's report, reported a joint resolution relative to 
Legations: read a first time • 
. A joint resolution relating to Consulates: read anrsl 

tIlDe. 
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The bill relating to i'liUDctiOll$ Was taken up '!lnd rere; 
rcd to theJndiciary committ~e ·on Mr. Ganl's motion. ' 

On mottOn of Mr. Jack the rnleWWI-$llSpenM.lU}Q he 
introduced a joint resolution relating to our Minister to 
the United State~, which Was read a first time. 

Mr, Rusk, from the committee to. whom was referred 
the bills relative to the Navigation bf the Neche. and 
other rivers, reported the same without amendment. 

The bill granting certain privileges to the st .. am-ship 
Columbia was taken up on its second reading. 

Mr. GaDt moved to postpone the bill indefinitely. 
The Aycs and Noes being called for, the vote stood thu. : 
AYEs-Messrs. Burleson, Clark, Grigsby, Gant, Hill, 

Jone3 of Austin, Jack, M'Kinney, Patton, Pierpont and 
Rowlett-ll. 

NOE.-M'essrs. Speaker, Baker, Branch, Brenan, 
Gazley, Hardiman, Jones of Brazoria, Linn, Menifee. 
Ponton, Sutherland, Thompson and Thornton-13: lost. 

Mr. Patton moved to postpone the bill till the first of 
"fay next. 

'the Ayes and Noes being called for, the vote stood thus: 
AYl$s-A-Iessrs. Speaker, Burleson, Clark, Douglass, 

English, Grigsby, Ganl, Hill, Jones of Austin, Jack, 
lII'Kinney, Patton, Pierpont, Rowlett, Thompson and 
Thornton-l6. 

NOEs-Messrs. Baker, Branch, Brenan, Gazley, Har­
diman, Jones of Brawria, Linn, Menifee, Ponton and 

- Sutherland-IO: postponed till the first onfay next. 
A message was received from the Senate informing 

the House that they had passed a bill to incorporate 
tbe Brazos anal'rinity Navigation Company; and an act 
to sustain the currency of the country, and that they 
had amended the resolution for the relief of John Bu­
chanan. 

The bill to' amend the several laws regulating the 
Post Office· Department wa.s taken up and read a third 
lime by ils caption, and passed. and the title is as 
above. 

The bill from the Senate. to sustain the currency was 
taken up and read a first time, and the rule was sus­
pended, and the bill placed <?n its second reading. 

Mr. Sutherland moved to msert "all properly audited 
ac~unts." 

-20 
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The Ayes and Noes being called for, the vote stood 
tbus: 

AYES-Messrs. Speaker, Burleson, Douglass, English, 
Gant, Hardiman, Menifee, Sutherland-So 

l'\oEs-l\les,rs. Baker, Brancb, Brenan, Clark,.Gazley, 
Grigsby. Hill, Jones of Austin, Jones of Brazoria, Jack, 
Linn, III'Kinney, Patton, Pierpout, Ponton and Rowlett 
-16: lost. 

On Mr. Jack's motion the word "promissory" was 
illserted in place of" Treasury." 

Mr. Sutherland moved to postpone the bill indefinitely. 
Tbe Ayes and Noes being called for. the vote stood 

lnus: ' 
AYES-illessrs. Speaker, Burleson, Douglass, and 

Suthcrland-4. 
!'ioBs-Messrs. Baker, Branch Brcnan, Clark, Eng 

lisb, Gazley, Grigsby, Gant, Hardiman, Hlll,Jone~ of 
Austill, Jack, Linn, Menifee, M'Kinney, Patton. Plcr­
pont, Ponton, Rusk, Rowlett and Thornton-21: last. 

A message was received from the Senate informing 
the House that they had passed a joint resolution for 
the relief of J.l\l. Garrett; ajoint resolution requiring the 
Auditor. to settle the accounts of W. T. Brennum, and 
requesting the House to concur therein. 

On Mr. Pattou's motion the words, "nor shall any 
Bank notes be re.ceivedin payment," were added to the 
currency bill, the rule was suspended and the bill read 
a third time. 

The Ayes and Noes being called for, on tl)c .final pas­
sage, the vole ·stood thus: 

AVEs-Messrs. Speaker, Baker, Burleson. Brenan, 
Clark, Gazley, Grigsby, Gant, Hardiman, Hill, Jones of 
Austin, Jones of Brazoria, Jack, Linn, Menifee, ')f'I(inc 
ney, Patton, Pierpont, Ponton, Rusk, Rowlett/ThOJ!lP' 
son and ThorHLon-23. 

NOEs-Messrs. Branch, Douglass and Sutherland-a: 
the bill passed. 

The joint resolution amended by the Senate, {,,{the 
relief of John Buchanan, was' taken up and the amend­
~~nl dlsagreed to. . 

A meSB"tle was received from the Senate informing 
the 'Hou~e that· they had 'pass~ a bill to define the 
boundaries ,m Jasper county, and requested the House' 
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t.o concur thereOn ; 'and that they had concurred in the 
felJort of the Committee of Conference on the Land. 
Bill. ... ' 

On motion, Mr. Rusk was adde'll to the Committee 00 
~~nrolled bills, and, 

On motion of ?lfr. Branch, the enrollin" clerk was auw 
thor;ze,l to employ a clerk to make a copy of the bill, and 
furni,h tbe .ame to be printed. 

A InC8sage ,vas received frOID the Senate informing 
the House that they had concurred in the amendment 
made t.o the currency bill. 

On motion of Mr. Jack the House adjourned till 3 
0' clock, p. m. 

'.f1-11YU:: O'CLOCK, p.. .:M. 

The House met pursuant t.o adjournment. 
The bill from the Senate to define the boundaries of 

Jasper countY,was taken up and read afirsttime, and the 
rule wUs suspended, and the bill pluced on its second 
reading. ' 

On motion of Mr. Thompson the word, " Irish Bayou" 
were stricken out, and H Bear Creek" inserted, "and 
thence up Bear Creek to the ori(lge," "Iso added. 

On lIlotion of Mr. Branch the 6th section was strickelJ 
out,and, 

On his motion, the rule was suspended, and the bill 
read a third time. 1. 

On Mr. Thompson's motion, all that relates tb,ap­
pointing commissioners to locate the scat of justice '-"as 
stricken out, and "Jasper shall be the seat of justice" 
was inserted. 

On motion, the bill was read a third time, by its cap 
~ion, and v.assed. 
, The bIll makiug reserve of certain land /i)r the 

redemption of Naval and Military scrip was taken up OIl 

its second ·reading .. 
A message was received from theSeuate in/orming 

the Hous? that they had amended the bill creating the 
county at Montgomery, and had receded trom their 
amendment to thc bill for the relief of John 3uchanan, 
and requested the House to concur in the amendment. 

A committee consisting of Messrs. Wharton and Bur 
nett was received from the Senate, informing the House 
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thal, as It testimony of respect to the gallant Milam, who 
fell at San Antonio this day two years ago, they will 
a(ljourn, at half past 4, o'clock, till to-morrow 10 o'clock, 
and request the House to concur therein. 

On motion rA Mr. Patton, the House adjourned till 
10 o'clock to-morrow morning. ' 

FRlDAl', Dec. 8, 1837. 
'rhe House met pursuant to adjournment. 
Prayer by the Rev. ;\fr. M'Gowan. 
The journal of the preceding day being read, 
Mr. GazIey, from tlllO Joint Committee 10 examine and 

report on the appointment of chief justices of the co~nty 
courts, reported that, in their opinion, from an examina­
tion of tlilllews, &c., the'Presidenl bad not the power of 
filling said offices, but that it was the duty or Congress. 
except in certain cases, to cover which, they report,1I 
joint resolution, which Was read a first time .. 

On 'motion of Mr •. Tkomp"on dw report WWl concurred. 
in, and adopted. 

On lI,Ir. ,ratton's motion a commi~t.ee was appointed 
to ip.vite the SeDate to act with them in joint session, 
to-morrow .at, 10 o'clock, for the purpOS(l of filling all 
vacancies in the officc of Chief Justices of tile County 
Courts: 

r.lcssrs. Patton a,nd Grigsby were appointed &aid 
committee. 

On motion of Mr. Gazley, the bin making an 'appro­
priation, to have certain printing execDted, wa.s taken 
up on a second reading. 

On motion of :Mr. Jones of Brazoria,. the words" of 
the promissory notes of Government" were inserted. 

On motion of Mr Rowlett, the rule Was suspended. 
and the bill placed on its third reeding, and laid on the 
table. on motion of Mr Jack. ' 

The bill creating thecounty of MOl)tgomery. as amend­
by.!):Ie Sen.a.te, was w/<en up. and, 

. n I/f MrUill, the amendment relatipg 10 tbll 
l!t~, Was disagreed \!>, and the atneP.dment 

~, ~'IQw~ line concurred in. 
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The bills from the ~Senate to create the Brazos and 
TrinityNavigation Companies, was taken up, and, 

On motion of Mr. Jack, rejected. 
The bill from the Senate requiring the Auditor to set­

tle with W. T. Hrenan; dnd the bill for the relief of Jolm 
Garrett were taken up and read first time. 

The bill from the Senate, authorizing extra sessions of 
the District Court of Brazoria, was taken np on its se­
cond reading. 

Mr. Jones of Brazoria offered the followillg amend­
mend, which was adopted. 

" 13e it enacted, .ye., That tbe District Courts in and for 
the county of Matagorda, shall hereafter commence on 
the third Monday alier the first ;\londays in March and 
September, and continue in session one wee1{ and no lon­
ger; and in the county of Jackson, on the fourth Mon­
days after the fourth Mondays of March and September, 
and continue-one week and no longer." 

On motion of Mr. Jack, the rule was i'uspended, and 
the bill read third time by caption, and passed, and 

The title is "an act regulatin~ the time of bolding the 
District Courts of Brazoria, Matagorda and Jackson 
counties." 

The joint resolution from the Senate, allowing the Pre­
sident a Private Secretary~ was taken up, and, 

Mr Douglass moved its indefinite postponement. 
The Aycs and Noes being called ior, the vow stood 

thus: 
AYEs-Messrs. Speaker, Burleson, Brenan, Grigsby, 

Douglass, Gant. Hill, Jack, Lutnpl,in, Menifee, M'Kin­
ney, Pierpont, Rowlett, Sutherland and Thompson-I,';. 

NOEs--Messrs. Clark, English, Gazley, Hardiman, 
Jones of Austin, Jones of Brazoria, Linn, Patton, Pon­
ton and Thornton-IO: illdeftnitely postponed. 

The resolution from the Senate, relative to the adjourn­
ment·was taken up, and, 

On motion of Mr. Thompson, laid on the table. 
The joint resolution from tbe Senate, to pay the offi­

cers and crew of the schooner Independence, was taken 
up 011 its second reading, and, 

On motion, laid on the table. 
The joint resolution from the Senate, authorizing thn 

Allu.tor and Comrtrollc. to draw their salaries monthly, 
was taken up, and, 
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On motion of Mr. J aok, rr:icclc'd. 
The ,ioint rc.solution from the Senate, for lhe relief of 

Edmund P. Crosl)y, was taken up and read second time. 
On motion of Mr. Jones DrAusliu, Ibe words "and that 

the account is just" 'yen! ill~ertr-d. 
Tbe rule was suspended, ane1 ,he bill read third lime 

awl passell. 
Tbe bill for the relief of the heirs of Thomas F. Ed­

wards, \Vas taken IIp on its ~('e()IHl rcadin!!l and, 
On Mr. Jack's motion, postponed indefinitely. 
A message fi-nIn the 8elliJ.le was: rccciveJ, informing 

the Hou.,e that they had concur/eel in the amendment to 
the hill, creating a Bo.ud of l\[edical Cellsors; and the 
bill lor the relief of John W oodyn!!: 

Tbe bill making a reserve lor paying Military Ecrip, 
WHS taken up, and, 

all motion of·Mr Jones of Austin, laid all the table. 
The bills to incorporate the Neches j\avigation Com­

pany, and to clear out the obstructioIls to the navigation 
of the Neches and Angelim~ Hivers, were taken up, and, 

On motion of 1I1r. Jones of Brazoria, laid on the table. 
The bill to re-organize the army, was tal~en up on its 

second reading, and, 
Oil Mr. Thompson's motion, referred to a select com­

mittee. 
Messrs. Douglass, Patton, Burle8on, Thornton, Suth­

erland and Hill \yere the committee appointed to report 
1o-morrow. 

The bill to eXt'mpt certain counties from land ta.,es, 
·was. taken up, and, 

On motion of Mr. Burleson, indetluitcly postponed. 
The hill to appropriate money to the OWners of the 

schooner San Jacinto, ,vas taken up, nnd, 
~ O~ :l1r. Patton's motion, postponed to the adjourned 
SeSSIOn. 

The act appropriating money to the Hospital, was ta­
ken up, and, 

On motion of Mr. Sutherland, indefinitely postponed. 
The bill to incorporate the University of Texas, was 

taken up, and postponed till the first of May'next . 
. ~Es.-Messsrs. Clark. English, Grigsby, Gant. Har­

dllJlllil1,.;Hill, Jones of Austin, Jones of Brazoria, Lump­
kin; ~,Pierpont, Patton, PonteL!, Rowlett, Suther­
'land, Thompson and Thornton.-17. 
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NOl~s..,...Messrs. Speaker, Burleson" Brenan, Douglas!t, 
Jack ami Linn.-G. C 

The joint rCl;olution authorizing the Seeretary of the 
1'reas11ry to receive Military Scrip for lots on Galves­
Ion Island, was taken up and postponed tintil the next 
session, 

On motion of lIlr. Thompson. ' 
The joint resolution f(Jf the relief of Stiilml!lt S. Cur­

tis, was taken up on its second reading, 
On motion of }fr. ~I~nifec, the words HFirst Auditor'1 

in place of "'rreasun:r,ll \vcre inserted in the hill. 
On motion of Mr. Pierpont, the House adjourned to 3 

o'clock, P. ~1. 

THanE:. O'C1.0CK, P. M. 

The Rouse met, no quorum appearing, the House ad ... 
juurned to- 10 o'c1ocli, to .. morrow morning. 

SA'l'VRDAY, 10 O'CLOCK, A,M., Dec. 9, 13;37. 

The House mel pursu,lnt to ad,iournmcnt. 
Prayer hy trw Hevercnd Mr. McGowan. 
'Phe journal of the pt'eccding day being read, 
The joint Hcsolution f(Jf the relief of Stillman B., Cur ... 

tis was taken up, and, 
1:\Jr. Gant ()Hf_~reJ a ~ubst.itute for the same, \vhich \VU8 

lldopteJ; and 
On motion of Mr. Drf"nan, thp. r1l1e was sus}Jended~ 

Clud the bill read" thinl tirIle by its caption, and pas8ed. 
The bill to incOl'porate the Neches N[lvigation Com­

pany, was taken up on it~ second reading. 
On motion of Mr. Gant, the bill Was postponed till next 

Hession. 
The bill (0 render the Neches and' Angelinaltiwrs na­

vIgable, w"as taken up. 
Mr. Sutherland moved to strike out [Ill that part of thp 

I,ill which appropriates Public Lands, &c. 
The Ayes and Noes being called for, the vote stood 

thus: 
AYEs.~Messrs. Burleson, Clark, Gant, Hill, .Tones of 

Austin, .rones of Brazoria, Lumpkin, Menifee, MeKin-
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ney, Patton, Pierpont,.Ponton, Rowlett, Sutherland ant! 
Thornton.-15. 

NOEs.-lIfessrs. Speaker, Brer,an, Do"glass, English, 
Grigsby, Hardiman, Jack, Linn, Itusk and Thompson.-
10: Adopted. 

Mr. Gant moved to postpone to first of May. Lost. 
On motion of l\fr. Thompson, the words "two cents 

pef acre" were inserted in the bill; the rule was suspend­
ed, and the bill read third time. 

Ayes and Noes being called for on its passage, the 
vote stood thus: 

AVEs.-Messrs. Bnrleson, Brenan, Douglass, English, 
Grigsby, Hardiman, Jones of Austin, Jolles of Brazo­
ria, Jack, Linn. Menifee, McKinney, Pierpont, Ponton, 
Rusk, Rowlett, Sutherland, Thompson aIld Thornton.-
19. 

KOEs.-Messrs. Speaker, Clark, Gant, Hill and Lump­
kin.-v: Passed. 

The title is an act to clear out the Rivers Angelina. 
Attoyac and Neche •. 

The bill- for the relief of John Garrett, from the Sen­
ate, was taken up on a second readillg. 

A message Ji-om the Senate was received, informing 
the House that they had concurred in the bill creating 
the county-of Fayette, and the bill to define the bounda­
ries of \Vashmgton County. with amendments; and the 
bill creating the county of Montgomery, with amend­
ments, and req ue5t the House to concur therein; also a 
joint resolution for the reliefof Dugald Brown; a joint 
resolution for the relief of G. W. Bonnell, which they 
request the House to concur in. 

The bill for the relief of the ollicers and crew of the 
o8chooner Independence, was tal<en up all a second read­
ing. 

On motion of :lfr. Jones of Brazoria, so much as pro­
vides for a new issue ,of promissory notes was stricken 
'JUt, and "{lut of the promissory notes of the Go,-ern' 
ment" inserted. and ordered to be engrossed. 

The bill to require the Auditor to 5ettle with W. T. 
Brennum, was taken up {In a second reading. and order­
ed to be engrossed. 
~: creating the county of Fayette, as ame.nded by 

the.." , was taken up. and amendment agreed to. 
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A communication from the Senate was received, inform­
ing the House that the Senate declined actio" in joint 
session until afteu the committee to examine the subject 
relative to appointing Chief Justices, &c., haa reported 
to them. 

The bill creating the county of Fort Bend, as amend­
ed by the Senate, Was taken up, and 

Mr. Jack offered a substitute to the same, which was 
adopted. 

The joint resolution for the relief of G. W. Bonnell, 
and the joint resolution for the r~lief of Dugald Brown, 
were taken up and read a first tIme, and referred to the 
C"mmittee on Claims and Accounts. 

The bill relating to printing was taken up on its se­
cond reading. 

Mr. Gant offered a substitute for the same which was 
adopted. 

On motion of lIfr. Branch, from the word "as," 10th 
line, section second was stricken out, and the words "as 
the said Laws and Journals shall be printed to transmit 
by mail, a copy of said Laws and Journals toeach of the 
Chief Justices, )femhers of Congress, Magistrates, 
Clerks, Sheriffs, Coroners and Constables, of the sever­
al counties of the Republic;" adopted. 

On motion of lIfr. Branch, the rule was suspended; 
the bill read a third time by caption, and passed. 

The title is an act to provide for the publication of the 
Laws and Journals. 

A committee of Messrs. Everitt and Dunn was receiv­
ed from the Senate informing the House, that they had 
differed from the House on the report of the Committee 
of Conference, relative to the appointment of Chief Jus­
tices' and that they would act on the report on' Monday 
next, and inform the House of their decision. 

On motion of Mr. Pierpont, tbe House adjourned till 
;J o'clock, P. M. 

THREE O'CLOCK, p. M. 

The House met pursuant to adjournment. 
lIfr. B~ker, Chairman ,;,f the Committeo on County 

Boundafles, reported a bIll to define the boundaries of 
Brazoria County. 

On motion, the rule was suspended, and the bill read 
a second time, and ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading. 

21 
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On motion, the repOlt of the Committee on claims and 
Accounts, was taken up. 

A joint resolution for the relief of J.,J". Linn was tao 
ken up, on its second reading. 

On motion of Mr. Hill, "promi"sory notes" was strick· 
en oUt, and, 

On motion of II-lr. Douglass, the rule was suspended, 
and the bill read a third time and passed. 

A joint resolution for the relief of F. \V. Thornton, 
'vas taken up on a second reading, 

On motion of :\fr. Douglass, rule was suspended, and 
the bill read a third time and passed. 

A joint resolution requiring the Auditor to pay F. W. 
Thornton, was taken up on a second reading. 

On motion of Mr. Patton, the words "Treasurer" and 
"promissory notes" "\vere stricken out. 

On Mr. Rusk's motion, laid on the table. 
On motion of Mr. Sutherland, the vote on the resolu· 

tion for the relief of J. J. Linn, was reconsidered and 
laid on the table. 

A message \vas received from the Senate, informing 
the, House' that they had concurred in the se"cral bills to 
define the bonndaties of 'Gonzales, Robertson, Fannin, 
JaGkson and Min;;; "·ithamendments, and a resolution 
:"~spect'ng Jackson county, and rcquested the House ,to 

conCur therein. 
On 'motion of Mr. Rusk, the orders of the day were 

",lspewled, and the joint resolution for the relief of A, 
Legrand W:'lS taken up on its sccond reading. , 

Ch hi,; !)lotion the rule was suspended, and the bI]\ 
r",ld e, third time and passed. 

The joint resolution for' the relief' of H. C. Hudson, 
W:lS tl'iken up on its second rcading1 and, 

On motion of Mr. Douglass, the rule was suspended, 
"ad the bill rcad a third time alId passed. 
_ The joint resolution [nr the TO lief of R. R. Royall; was 

tak,m up on its second reading. 
On motion of Mr. THompson, the bill and vouchers 

accompanying the same were referred to a select con;­
mittee of three; Messrs. Thompson, Gazley and MenI-
fee, arc the committee. , 

''<'l\: messa;'efrom the' Seriate was received, iuforonng 
tb6~';!se \h"t 'they had concurred in the bill for clear' 
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ing out the Attoyac, Angelina, &c.; and the bill for defin­
ing the boundaries of Liberty county, anu have passed 
un act placing Captain Sylvester's company on the same 
footing as otber volunteelS. 

Leave was granted to ]',fr. Tlwmpson to withdraw til .. 
papers of A. E. C. Johnson. . 

The bill for the relief of Colonel John Forbes was ta­
ken up on its second rcauing; the Auditor Waa invited in 
to give information respecting the same; the rule Wa~ 
suspendeu and the bill read a third time. 

The Ayes and Noes being called for on the final pas­
sage of the I,ill, the vote stood thus: 

AYEs-Messrs. Speaker, Baker, Douglass,. GazIey, 
'Grigsby, Galli, Hardiman, Jones of Austin, Jones of 
Brazoria, Jack, Linn, Ponton, Rowlett, £ntherland and 
Thompson-I6. . 

NOEs-Messrs. Branch, Brenan, Clark, English, Hill, 
Lumpkiu, Menifee, M'Kinncy, Patton and I'ierpont.-
10: passed. 

The bill for the relief of Kitty i\fcCoy wa.s taken up 
on its seconu wading, 

On motion of Mr. Patton, "$78" was stricken oul, anu 
the whole amount of her claim inscrilod, $378. 

Mr. Branch moved to insert the words and to "a"dit 
the accounts of all others who had property destroyed 
by the soldiers, going to and returning from the army." 

Mr. Gant wished to amend the amendments, but the 
Speaker decided it out of order, as the amendment 
of Mr. Branch had been adopted. 

An appeal being called for from the Speaker'S decis­
,iun, the vote stood thus: 

AYES_Messrs. Baker, Branch, Brenan, Clark, Doug­
lass, English, Gazley, Grigsby, Hardiman, Hill, Jones of 
Austin, Jack, Linn, Lumpkin, Jl.fenifee, McKinny, Pon­
lon, Rowlett, Sutherland and Thornton-20. 

NOEs-Messrs. Gant, Patton, Pierpont and Thomp­
son-4: Speaker sustained. 

On motion of Mr. Linn, so much of the report as rei"," 
to committing the accounts ofColoncl 'Weymouth, to the 
Committee OIl Military Affairs, was concurred ill. 

The bill creating the county of Fannin, amended by 
the Senate, was taken up, and the amendment concur· 
red in. 
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The Ayes and 'Noes being called on adjournment, the 
vote stood thus: 

AYEs-Messrs. Speaker, Baker, Brenan, Clark, Doug­
lass, Grigsby, Gazley, Hardiman, Hill, Jones of Brazo­
ria, Linn, McKinnev, Patton and Rowlett-14. 

No.s-Messrs. B~anch, Burleson, Gant, Jones of Aus­
tin, Jack, Lumpkin, Menifee, Pierpont, Ponton, Suther­
land and Thompson-11. 

MONDAY, 10 O'CLOCK, A. M., Dec. 11, 1837. 
The House met pursuant to adjournment. 
Prayer by the Reverend Mr. Fowler. 
The reading of the journal was disppnsed with to en­

able the Clerk to amend an error in the taking of the 
Ayes and Noes. 

Mr. Douglass, from the Committee on Claims and Ac­
counts, to whom was referred the joint resolution for the 
relief of Dugald Brown and G. W. Bonnell, reported that 
they could not take it upon themselves to decide upon 
the bills, as the Senate had passed thein, and returned 
them therefore to the House. The report was concurred 
in. 

The bill amended by the Senate, to define the boun­
daries of the county of Jackson, was taken up, and, 

On motion of Mr. Sutherland, the following substitute 
was adopted, to the amendment of the Senate: That 
there shall be an election held at the house of John Me'­
Henry and Philip Dimmitt, on the first Monday of Janu­
ary next, to be presided over by such persons as the vo­
ters may appoint; at which election the question shall be 
upon the annexation of a part of Victoria County to the 
county of Jackson, and the volers shall be confined to 
that rortion 01 the county six miles west of the La Bac­
ca R,ver, and should a majority of the voters be !n fa~or 
of being attached to Jackson, it shall be so done; !l a rUe­
jority be in favor of remaining in Victoria, the line shall 
remain as it now is. . 

A message was received from the Senate inforrUlng 
tbe House that they had passed a joint resol~tlOn to 
P~ha.e the steam-ship Pulaski, and requestmg the 
Hot!Se I;I[! Concur therein. 
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The bill from the sellate, making an appropriation [Of' 
paying the soldiers of the Army and Navy, was taken 
up and read a first time, and, 

On motion of Mr. Rusk, the rule was suspended, and 
the' bill read a second time. 

On motion of Mr. Jones, of Brazoria, from the word 
" and," to the baltom of the second seclian Was stricken 
out, and" if there be any endorsement or appearance of 
endorsement on any draft, foe holder, shali be required 
to produce satisfactory :proof, to the Treasurer, that 
the said draft has has never been sold or transferred," 
inserted. 

On motion of Mr. Rusk, the words, "oftbe promisso­
ry notes of the government" were inserted after the 
word" dollars." 

On Mr. Rusk's motion, the rule was suspended, and 
the bill read a third time, and, 

The Ayes and Noes being called for, on its final pas­
sage, the vote stood thus: 

AVEs-Iliessrs. Speaker, Baker, Branch, Burleson, 
Brenan, Douglass, English, Gazley, Grigsby, Gant, 
Hardiman, Hill, Jones of Brazoria, Jack, Linn, Lewis, 
Lumpkin, Menifee, J\'I'Kinney, Pierpont, Rusk, Suther­
land. Thompson and Thornton-24. 

;VClEs-)lfessrs. Jones of Austin, and Rowlctt-2: 
passed. 

A message was received from the Senate, informing 
House that they had passed a joint resolution lor the 
relief of A. T. Burnly; and had amended the bill grant­
ing bounty land to those who were at the battle of San 
Jacinto; and the bill creating the county of Fort Bend, 
and requested the House to concur therein. 

The joint resolution to purchase the steam-ship Pu­
laski was taken up and read a first time, and the rule 
was suspended, and the bill placed on its second reading. 

MJe. Jack read to the House a letter from General 
Hamilton, of South Carolina, describing the vessel, &c. 

On motion of Mr. Jones, of Brazoria, the word 
"Resolved" was inserted in lieu of "Enacted." 

On motion of Mr. Jack, the rule was suspended, and 
the bill read a third time. 

The Ayes and Noes being called for, on it~ final 
passage, the vote stood thus: 

-21 
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AYES-,Messrs. Speaker, BH,ker, Branch, Burleson, 
Clark, Douglass. Gazley, Grigsby, Hardiman. Hill, 
Hill, Jones of Austin, Jones of Brazoria, Jack, Linn. 
Lewis, Lumpkin, r.I'Kinncy, Patton, Pierpont, Rusk, 
Rowlett, Sutherhmd, Thompson and Thf)mton-24. 

'NOEs-Messrs. Gant, and Menifee-2: passed. 
The bill creating tho county of Fort Bend, as amend­

ed by the Senate, was taken np, and, 
Mr. Gazlcv oflCred an amendment to the aR1endment 

of ,l,he S~natc, by inserting "bayou" in place of "Buffa­
Ie>. whiCh was adopted and the amendment concurred 
in, on his motion. , 

A messa.ge \vas recived from the Senate, inforrrling 
the Honse that they bad agreed to tho amendment of tbe 
House to the bill to pay the officers and soldiers of 
the Army and Navy; and the bill to purchase the steam' 
ship Pulaski; and had adopted the suhstitute of the 
House to ,the resolution rcspecting the county of Jack­
son; and that tbey had also concurred in the bill for the 
relief of S. Hatch; and tbe joint resolution.tixing the seat 
of justice of Brazoria county, permanently; and had ajoint 
resolution for tbe relief of C, L, Duro,cf!e; and passed 
a joint resolution' to incorporate tbe town of Matagotoa, 
and ask the House, Weoncur therein; also that anne! 
to require District J udgeg to reside permanently in their 
proper districts had hcen concurred in. 

The bill, as amended by the Senat€, granting bounty 
lands to those who were ,at San Jacinto, wns .taken up. 

Mr. Jack movP,d to, postpone the bill till the first of 
May: lost. 

Mr. Gant offered the following amendment to that of 
the Senatc: 

"And are not, by the existing laws, entitled tosi" 
hundred and forty acros of land extra of their head 
right and bounty l:tnd." , 

On motion of Mr. Tbompson, the House adjourned ull 
3 o'clock p. m. 

THREE o'eLOCK,·p. M. 

The House met 'pursuant to adjdurnment, 
Mr. Jack moved to ~uspend' the rule requiring ,mO­

tions of re-consideration to be ",ade the ~y after the vole 
to be,fe-cunsidcred was passed. s",that'll,' m.moltto re­

I;: 
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consider the yote postponing the bill granting certaill.' 
privileges to the ste,un-s!'ip Columbia: adopted. 

And the bill was rcleued to a select committee: 
!\lessrs. Jack, Jones of Austin, and Gazley were ap-
pointed the committee. ' 
, The unfini:liedbusinees of the m()tning.bei~g the 
San JacInto bdl, was laken up, 

The Ayes and Noes being called for, on ])fr; Gant', 
amendment, the vote stood thus: 

AYEs-l\!cssrs. Branch, English, Gazley, Gant, Jones 
of Brazoria, Patton, Pontnn and Rusk--8. 

NOEs-Messrs. Spr:L!u-:r, Bre.nan, Clark, DOll,alass, 
GrigsLy, Hill, Jack, Lillll r Lewis, Lumpkin, Me~ifec, 
Pierpont, Howlett, Thorr,]""n and Thornton-Iii: lost . 

. 2ilr. Thompson offered the following amendment: 
"And also all those who ieU at tbe Alamo, under tIle 

commands of Bowie, .Crockett, and Travis:" which 
was au opted ; the a.mcndzr.cnt, as amended, was then 
concurred jn. 

The biIl tor the relief of the officers and crew of the 
:-lchooner IntlcpAnJcncc \\',18 taken up and read a. third 
lime, and passed: 

On motlOll of Mr. Rusk, the rule Wfl' sllspended and 
the Vote, indefinitely postponing tbo hill to incorporate 
the University of Texas, W"S re-considered. 

The joint resolution for the relief of Kitty M'Coy Was 
taken up on its third reading, and, 

On motion of l\Ir. Jones, of Brazoria, was referred to 
" select committee of three, 

Messrs. Jones of Brazoria, Patton and Menifee Were 
appointe(1 said committee. 

The joint resolution requiring the Auditor to settle 
with W. T. Brannum WaS taken up on u thi'rd reading, 
and laid on the table, on ,Ifr. Thompson's motion. 

The bill defining the boundaries oftlle county of 1\linu, 
from the Senate, was taken up and the amendment was 
disagreed to, on motion of ~lr.13urlcsou. 

The bill to define the boundaries of the county oj 

Liberty, as umenuvl by the Senate, was taken up, and 
the amendments disagreed to. 

The joint resoluti0n from the Senate rcspeetino 
County Surveyors was taken up and read a first ~iID~ 
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The joint resolution for the relief of A. T. Burnley 
was read a first time, and, 

On Mr. Thomp~on's motion, postponed till the spring 
session, 

The,hill from the Senate definingthe boundaries oflhe 
county of Jasper was taken up and read a first time, and, 

On motion of :'dr. Branch, the rule was suspended, 
and the bill placed on its second reading. 

On motion of Mr. Clark, the words" to a point on 
the Sabine river, _ four miles above Bevil's ferry" were 
stricken out, and "from Bear Creek in a direct line to 
I'll'Kinney's, thence in a direct line to Bevi!,s ferry, on tbe 
abine" inserted. 

On motion of Mr. Hill, the rule was suspended, and 
the bill read a third time, by iL. caption, and passcd. 

The joint resolution from the Senate to place Capl. 
Sylvester, his officers and men, on the same footing as 
other volunteers, was taken up and read a first time. 

On motion of Mr. Gant the rule was suspended, and 
the bill read a second time. 

On motion of lIfr. Rusk, the rule·'was again suspended, 
and the bill read a third time. 

The Ayes and Noes being called -for, on the pas· 
sage of the bill, the vote stood thus: 

AYEs-Messrs. Speaker, Baker, Burleson, Brenan, 
Clark, Douglas, English, Gazley, Grigsby, Gant, Hill, 
Jones of Austin, Jones.ofBrazoria, Lewis, Linn, Lump' 
kin, ;)ienifee, ~l'Kinncy, Patton, Pierpont, Ponton Rusk; 
Thompson and Tnornton-24. 

NOEs-}lessrs. Jack and Branch-2: passed. 
}1r. Jack, from tbe committee to whom was referred 

the bill granting privileges to the steam-ship Columbia, 
reported a substitute for the bill. 

Mr. Jones, of Austin, offered the following amend· 
ment, ineert "200 barrels" in place of "100 barrels,:" 
adopted. 

An additional section was added, on motion of Mr. 
J ones, of Brazoria, 

"That this, act continue in forci, for, and during tbe 
pleasure of Congress." -

Mr. Patton moved to insert that they siJall pay ton· 
nage duties in all freights they carry, by measurement: 
lost. _ _ ' _ 
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On motion of Mr. Thompson, the bill was read a third 
time, by its caption, and, 

The Ayes and Noes being called for, on the passage, 
the vote stood thus: 

AYEs-Messrs. Speaker, Baker, Branch, Burleson, 
Brenan, Clark, Douglass, English, Grigsby, Hill, Jones 
of Austin, Jones of Brazoria, Jack, Linn, Lewis, Lump­
kin, Menifee, M'Kinney, Pierpont, Ponton, Rusk, and 
Thornton-22. 

NQEs-Messrs. Gant, Patton and ThOjllpson--3: passed, 
and, 

The title is "an act for the encouragement of the navi-' 
gatio" of the Gulf by steum packets. 

On motion of Mr. Douglass the House adjourned till 7 
o'clock, p. m. 

SEVEN O'CLOCK, P. M. 

The House met pursuant to adjournment. 
OD RIGtion of Mr. Jones, of Brazoria, the journal of 

yesterday was read. 
The bill from the Senate to incorporate the town of 

Mataaorda was taken up and read a first time. 
00

0 

motion of Mr. Jones, 0f Brazoria, the rule Was 
suspended, and the bill placed on its second reading, and 
offered a substitute for the bi II. 

On motion of Mr. Thompson, the town of Sabine, and 
the city of Hamilton, on the Sabine river, and the town 
of Mina, were added to the amendment, and the suh;;ti­
tute adopted, as amended. 

On motion of Mr. Branch, the rule was suspended, 
and the bill read a third time and passed. 

The joint resolution for tbe relief C. L. Duroehc, 
from the Senate, was read a first time, and the rule '''as 
suspended, and the bill read a second and third time, 
and passed. 

The joint resolution from the Senate for the relief of 
Dugald Brown was taken up on a second reading, and, 

On motion of Mr. Jack, laid on the table. 
The joint resolution for the relief of G. W. Bonnell 

was taken up on a second reading. 
On. motion of .~Ir. ,Jack, the rule ',:,us suspended, and 

the bill ~c:"d a thll'd,tJIIlC, by Its captteJll, an,1 passed. 
The Jomt resoh,tlon from the Senate fi>r the relief of 

John F. Kemper Was taken and read a first time. 
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The joint resolution from the :';cnatc for the relief of 
John Garrett \vas taken IIp Oll a .seconl reudincr. 

On motion of fill'. J.,,,k, it \\',15 lad 'JIl the ~bl€, and 
the clerk instructed to re(FJest ot lb2 Senate the vou­
chers, if any. 

The .bill authorizing the sc:veLl1 County Courts to 
grant (hvorces "\'/:=I.S taken up, and, 

On motion of Mr. Rusk. relerrci to a select committee 
of three : 

Messrs. Rusk, Gazley and ThompsoCl were appointed 
said commlttee. 

On motion of 1'1r. Rusk, the joi~t rC301ution requiring 
the Auditor to audit the claims 0:' Dr. Anson Jones, 
was taken up on a secoml n.'udiI::S' 

On his motion, the rule "a.; 3c:sp",,,led, and the bill 
rcad a third time and passed. 

The bill relating to forleited bnds; amI the "ill rela­
ting to fraudulent land titles, were takeu up on a second 
reading, and, 

On motion of Mr. Thompson, referred to the J udi­
dary Committee, to report to-morrow Gvening. 

The bill relating to attachments was takeu up 00 " 

second reading, and, 
On Mr. Thompson's motion, the word "Court" was 

substituted for "Republic," ana the bill ordered to be 
engrossed fur a third l'eading. 

On motion of Mr. 'l'homp"oIl, the bill to clear out the 
:"iedIes and Angeline rivers was taken up and referred 
to a. special committee: 

}lessrs. ThompsollJ i Branch and Douglass were ap­
pointed said cOIIlmittee. 

The bill to levy a tax on Bank stock was taken up 011 

J. second reading. 
On motion of )lr. Rusk, the... \vords, "whole amount 

of stock authorized hy law" wc:·c inserted. . 
On motion of "'Ir. Thompson, "5 per cent" wa; 

::;trickcn out, and" 10 per cent" inserted. 
lIlr. Branch moved to postpone the bill to the ad· 

.iourncd spring ses~ion. _ 
The Ayes and Noes being called for, on the q>lesllOO, 

the vote stood thus: 
AVEs-Messrs. Baker, Branch and Jack-S. 
NO~essrs. Speaker, Brenan, Clark, Douglass, 
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Grigsby, Gant, Hill, Jones of Anstin, Jones of Drazoria, 
Linn, Lewis, Lumpkin, Menifee, l\'['Kinney, Pierpont, 
Ponton, Rusk, Thompson nnd Thornton-H): lost. 

Mr. Rusk offered the following amendment: 
" Th"t all Bauk stock held lIy any individual, and 

nut given in to the Assessor of taxes, and the tax pai'l 
before the end of the current year, shall be,.and the same is 
l:tlreby forfeited to tlJC Govemmcllt of Texas:" adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Menifee, the bill Was read n third 
time. ' 

The Ayes and Nocs Lcing called for, on its passage, 
the vote stood thus: 

AYES-Messrs. Speaker, Drenan, Clark, Douglass, 
Grigsby, Gant, Hill, Jones of Austin, Jones of Brazoria, 
Linn, Lewis, Lumpkin, :i\'Icnifee, ~I'Kinney, Pierpont, 
Ponton, Rnsk, Thompson and Thornton-1,9. 

NOEs-Messrs. Baker, I3ranch and J ack-3: passed. 
The hill making a reserve of land for the payment of 

Military and Naval Scrip was taken up on a second 
reading, and, 

On motion of;IIr. Douglass, referred to a select com­
mittee: 

Messrs. Douglass, :nr~nch and Jones of Austin were 
appointed said committee. 

On motion of !lIr. Rusk the House adjourned till ten 
o'c1nck to-morow murning. 

T\:ESDAY, Dec. 1:':, lS~7, 

The House met pursuant to adjourn::wnt. 
Prayer by the Rev. fiIr. 1\I1'GOW"". 
The journals. of the preceding ~lay b~illg read, .. 
Mr. Burleson moved to reconsIder the vot.e on th(: bat 

incorporating the town of Matagorda, nnd others: Q\lopt. 
t3d, and, 

On his motion," Mina" was. stricken out. 
Mr. Baker, from the Committe" ou E;lf()Ued Bill,', 

reported the following bill~ us hasing hl'en t;xamlw-"l 
and found correctly enrolled, viz: 

" An act creating the county of Montgomery. 
\I An act creating thp county of Hobcrtson. 
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.• An act establishing the county of Fayette. 
"An act detining the boundaries of the county of 

Gonzales. 
"An act to reduce into one act, and amend the sever. 

allaws establishing a General Land·office. 
"A joint resolution for the relief of John Buchanan. 
" An act creating the county of Fanin, and, 
"An act to define the boundaries of the county of 

Washington. 
Mr. Jones, of Brazoria, from the committee to whom 

was referred the report of the Secretary of the Treasu· 
ry, and accompanying documents, reported as follows: 

"That by an examination of the same, the following reo 
suIts are shown: 

Total receipts of duties fur the quarter ending Sep­
tember 30, 1837. 

For the duties of Galvestou, 
do do Brazos, 
do do Matagorda, 
do do St Augustine, 
do do Sabine, 

$27,659 78 
16,536 64 
12,738 43 
2,041 72 

763 16 

Total receipts for the quarter, $59,739 73 
Of this amount, about $20,000 has been paid in, the 

Lalance bonded. The total amount of Laud Scrip au· 
thorized by law to be issued, is, 2,047,(41) acres, of this 
amount there remains unaccounted tor, 1,216,000 acres, 
which the agent Mr. J. K. Allen, has been anthorized to 
receive from the several sub-agents. 

The special liahilities now recorded on the books of 
the Department, exclusive of those not reported, amount 
to $70,456 28. For this sum, your committee respe~t· 
fully recommend, that an appropriation be forthWIth 
made. 

is) 
The amount of audited claims up to the 17th ultimo, 

Military, 
Civil, 
Naval, 
Contingent, 

$903,720 SO 
142,902 1i9 

Irti,S50 6ii 
23,334 35 

$1,126,808 44 



253 

Deduct amount t3,1""n up, as pet Se­
cretary's last report, 34,821 99 

Balance, $1,091,986 M 
In conclusion, your.committee take the opportunity of 

""pressing their entire approbation of the cleat alld able 
manner in which the Secretary of the Treasury has re>­

ported upon the business of that important department. 
(Signed} ANSON JONES, Chairman. 

Houston, Dec. 11th, 18;>7. 

The Stlr'veyor's account of $0,902' 40, for surveying 
Gaivcolou Island, your committee recommend to be re­
ferred back 10 the Secretary. 

On motion, the report was concurred in. 
'The joint resolution for the relief of Antonia de I .. 

(iarza, WD.<! taken up and read a third time and passed. 
The Committee Oll l'iaval Affairs, to whom waS refer. 

red the report of tile Secretary of the Navy, ""ported a 
Joint resolution, making an appropriation for naval pur­
poses. Read "a lJrst time. 

Mr. Rusk, from the Mililary Committee, to whom was 
reterred the papers of Colonel D. F, Vi eymoulh, rep0rt­
",I. favorably to ·the claim, with the exception of the 
charge for recruiting men. Herort concurred in. 

On motion of Mr. Burleson, tbe rule was su"pended, 
and leave was granted him 10 introduce a hill relating to 
certified copies of land titl0s, read a first time, and, 

On his motion, the rule was suspended, and Ih" bill 
pjaced on it~ second reading. 

On motion of Mr. Burleson, the words "twenty cehts 
for e17ery hundred words," were inserted in place of 
"nve dollars.'" . 

On motion of Mr. Jack, the words "if the owner has 
not been furnished with the same," were stricken OUI; 
the rule was suspended and the hill read a third time 
and passed. 

Mr. Jones, of Brazoria, from the committee to Whom 
was referred the joint resolution for the relief of Kitty 
J,(cKoy, reported the same with an amendment. 

Mr. Jones, of Austin, moved to strike out "destroyed:" 
-'dopted, 

22 



On motion of Mr. Gant, the amendment as amend. Ai, 
waS stricke.u out. . 

A message was received from the Senate, infonning 
the :a:ouse that they had 1'""r'd an act to dishand the 
army; andh"d c().n~urr('d in. the bill t? prov-ide for tho .. 
who 113\'" been rhsablcd III the servICe of the country; 
and ha,j amc:nded the bill defining the boundaries ofth. 
conntyof J{"d River; and the hill to define the bounda· 
ries of the county of San AuguBtine, and requesting the 
House to CDncur therein. 

The hill tn define thee bOllIHhries of the county of Bra­
zoria, 'vas taken IIp on its lbird reading. 

On motion of Mr. Hardiman, the rule was suspended, 
and he ol1'("cd an amendment, relating to the line be-
tween Matagorda Connty :ll1Q Brazoria: lost. . 

Mr. Hardiman, then moved to postpone indefinLlely: 
lost. 

The bill was read a third time by its caption. and, 
· Tbe'Ay"s and Noes heing caned for, on its final pas' 
sage, ·tbc vote st60d thus: 
· ;;A"'t;:s~Messrs~" Ba'ker, . Brenan, Clark, Douglass, 
Grigsby, Jones of Austin, Jones ofBT3zoria .rack, Lew­
si·M'Klnney, P'<I'tIDll, Pierpont, Husk, Rowi"u, Thomp­
smtandTh6rnt~16. 

NOEs-Messn~:.'Englisb, Gant, Hardiman, Linn, and 
Menifee-5: pa,ssed. 

On motion of Mr. JOllr.s, of Brazoria the ;oint resolu­
tion for the, relief 0( l;;oloncl D. F. W~ymo~th, was lU-
ken up OU.ltS s~cond rea.ding, ' 
· On mohon ot Mr. Pation, tlw cI,aiw "No.6, for enljst~ 
mg. 448 men, fl1 84 each, <lmounting to $1792," was 
stncken ou\. 
O~ motion of ~fr. Rusk, the rule was suspended, n~ 

the btll read" thml lIme a;;,] F"'sed, as amended. 
Leave was granted Col()n~! Weymouth to withJr~'" 

the docum en ts rejected. 
The ~il\ defining the bOlltidaries of the county of San 

AuguslLOe, was taken up as amended by the Senate, and 
atpendroent concurred in . 

. On motion, the House adjourned till 3 o'clock, p. !II' 

. .TlIREE O'Cr.ocJ(, :p. ]'101. 

~ ~~ .~.)lse met, no q QQr.um appearing, the House .,.d­
Jourruld m to-morrow, 10 o'clock, A. M. 
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WEDNESDAY, 10 O'CLOCK, A. M., Dec. 1:" 1837. 
The House met pursuant to s.djournmcnt. 
Prayer by the Reverend Mr. M"Gow~n. 
Tbe journal of the preceding day being rcal], 
A communication was received from Mr. Tarrant, re­

signing his seat as a member from Red Hive!, ""ich was 
accepted, 

On motion of Mr. Patton, amI the C!cd, instructed to 
inform the President of the vacancv. 

Mr. Baker, from the Committee"on Connty Boun~a­
ries, reported" bill to dcflne the boundari", of the coun­
tv of Jefferson; read afjrst time, and, 
" On Mr. Branch's motion, the rule ,vas suspended, and 

the bill read a second and tbird tim\' <lnd pas.;ed. 
A'message from the Senate ,vas recei'n'd, iufnrming 

the House tbat they had passed a joint resolution direct­
ing lhe Auditor to respect tbe accounts of G. W. Poo, 
late Paymaster Genera]. 

A joint resolution establishing permanently the seat 
of Government. 

A joint resolution fqr the government of the Auditor 
in certain cases. 

A joint resolution incorporating the town of Columbia. 
An act supplementary to an act for paying the ar-

my and navy. . 
An act su pplementary to an act to raise a revenue by 

direct ta". 
A bill to regulate the power rill die several courts in 

certain cases. 
A joint resolution providing (or the appointment of 

auctioneers. 
A substitute for the bill to rai". revellue by impost 

duties. 
A joint resolution appointing '~.'!'l mittee to confer on 

IhE! bill defining the boundaries """",rty County. 
A joint resolulioo appointing· a· eommittee to conf", 

on'tbe bill defining tbe boundaries of Mina County. 
An act to create a Justice of the peace and a Consta­

ble for Gal vaston Island. 
Tbat they bad concurred in an act to incorporate cer­

tain towns therein named .. 
An act to incorporatfJ the Texas Steam Mill Company­
An act to authorize the Clerks of the several courts If) 

appoint deputies. 



"A bill granting bounty lands to those" bu were in 
the battle of San Jacinto. 

H A substitute to an act to f~ncourage the navigation 
of the Gulf by steam. 

"An act to authorize the District Judges to hqld 
sp6Cial terms in certain cases. 

And that they had dioagreed to the amendment of the 
House to the Lill for the relief of D. F. Weymuuth. 

The bill relating to altachmenn was taken up on a 
tbird reading, and passed. 

1\I:r. Gant,from the committee to whom was referred 
the bill authorizing the County Courts to gram di vorces, 
reported Ii substitute for the same. . 

The hill making provisions for persons disabled, per­
ma.nently, in the tbe service of the Republic, as a~end­
ed by the Senate, was taken up, and the names ot Ak<­
.. nder Abrams, John Thoms, and Washingwn Lomas, 
were added to the first amendment, and the amendment 
as amended wa~ adapt;ed. 

The second amendnient was concurred in. 
On ~hc, th~d amelldu;tent;,givillg to. Col. Neill "tWO 

bgoes ofland."· . '. , 
The Ay~ 8.lld Noe~ .bei.ngcalled for, the vote stood 

thlls' . 
AYKs-Messrs. Speaker, Baker, Branch, 'Burleson, 

~~enan, Clark, Douglass, ~"glish, Grigsby, Hardiman, 
iItll, Jones of Austm, LIOn, LeWIS, Pierpont, Rusk, 
Rowlett, i?otherlan~:awl 'fhornlon-19. . . 

NOEs-Messrs, Gan!, Lumpkin, Meoifee,.~'Kiuncy. 
Patton, and l'omoll_G: adopted. 

On Mr. Husk's motion, the vote \vas recollsidered, and 
:he words "and all others provided Il'r in the pro~is: 
Ions of this act" inserted, and the amendment as arne.W 
ed, was adopted.. ' 

A mes.age Was ITceived from tbe Senate requesting 
of the House the vouchers of certain Lills; and that t,hcy 
had passed a joint resolution for lhe relief A. A. Chap­
man, and requested the House to concur therein. 

The joint resolution for the relief of D. F. Weymouth, 
Waii taken up, on Mr. Thompson's o.10tion, and laid all 
the table. . 
.,~e .. bill from the Senate to incorporate a Natjolla1 

~~:was taken QP, and rea<\ a first,tin~, O1ud, ' 
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On motion of Mr. Rowe, postponed till the .first of 
M .... next. 

'l'he Ayes an,1 Noes being called for, on the question, 
the vote stood thus: 

A n:s-Me".s. Speaker, Baker, Burleson, Brenan, 
Clarl" English, Grigsby, Hill, Jones of Austin, J,inn, 
Lewi" T,umpkin, Menifee, Pierpont, Rowlett, Thomp­
ilOU aDd ThorulOil-17. 

NOEs-Messrs. Branch, Douglass, Gant, Hardiman, 
Patton, Ponton, Rusk and Sutherland-S: adopted. 

The joint resolution from the SeDate to fix, . penna­
nently, the seat of government, was taken up, aoo, 

On motion of Mr. Thompson, indefinitely postponed. 
The bill from the Senate supplementary to an act to 

raise a revenue by direct taxation was taken up/iiod 
read a first time. 

Mr. Baker, from the Committee 00 County Bouoda­
ric" reporte.! a bill to define t.he boundaries orthe coun­
ty of Bahia: read a first time. 

On motion of Mr. Patton, the rule was suspended, 
and (he bill read ~. ~econd and tbird time. 

The Ayes and Noes being called li,r, 00 the final 
passage, the vote stood thus: I 

AYE~"""""~ .. lessrs. Baker, Branch, Burleson, English, 
Hill, Lewis, lIl'Kinney, Patton, Pierpont, Rowlett, 
Sutherland aud Thomton-12. 
NOE8-~less",. Brenan, Clark, Dnuglass, Grigsby, 

Gall(, HardilIlan, Linn, Lumpkin, ;\fenifee and Ponton 
-10: pas,ed. 

The bill frum the Senate creating a Justice of t~e 
Peace, and a Constable, for the I"land of Galvesto~, 
was read a first time, and, 

On motion of Mr. Jones of Brazoria, the rule was sus­
pended, and the bill placed on its second reading. 

On motion of Mr. Jones, of Austin, the bill was referred 
to a select committee of two: Messrs. Jones of Brazoria 
and Baker were appointed said committee. 

A message was received from the Senate informing 
the House that they had passed an act authorizing the 
President to appoint Chief Justices; and.a joint resolu­
tion requiring the Auditor to audit the pay tertificales of 
·the late Paymaster-General, G. W. Po,,-, 'and other pay­
masters, and requested the House to concur therein. 

·22 



The substilute of the Sena.W to the bill to~aioc a (e"'­
nue by impost duties, was taken up and read a linlt 
~iDlel and, 

On motion of 1'1r_ Branch, the rule wa., suspended, 
,.ud the bill p~'ed on its second reading, 

Mr. Douglass moyed to strike out" 10 per cent" on 
.ecrtt(}11 gomi:!::. 

TheAves and Jlioes being called for, t/le vote stood thl!.: 
.'\YI<"":""Messrs_ Baker, Brancb, DouglaM, English, 

Jones of Austin, Lewis, M'Kinney, Pierpullt, Rowlett, 
'XbOllll'soll. and Thornton-11. . 

NOR_Messrs. Speaker, Burleson, Brenan, Grigsby" 
'G!t>ll, Hardiman, Hill, Jones of Brazoria, Linn, Luwp­
J..';o. i\l<tEiJee Ponton and Sutherland-13: lost. 

)b; JOOOi!, of Brazoria, moved to strike oul all but the 
l.u,," clause of the second section. 

The Ayes and Noes being callcu for, the vole stood 
thus: 

AYES-Mes.rs-. Hill, Jo~s of Austin, Pallona.nd Row­
lett-,\.. 

NOEs-Mesns. Spea3<er. Ba.ker, Brandl, fuenan, 
Dooglm;s, Emglish Grigsby, Gant, Hardim&;l1, Linn, 
Lewis, Lumpkin, Menifee, M'l\inney, Pierpont, Ponton, 
Rui.4ki,Sutheiland, Thompson and Thorntoll-20: lost. 

On'lII.otion of Mr. Rusk, the hill was referred to a com­
mittee of two, to report to-morrow: 
Me~s. Rusk and Sutherland were appointed said. 

cornallttee. 
(In motion of Mr. Burleson, tbe resolmin.'s oftbe Sen­

Ble appointing a (:ommittee of couference ~n the bill de­
fining the boundaries of the counties of Mina, and Lib­
erty, were adopted: 

'~lcssrs. Burleson, Hill and Joues of Erazoz;ia were 
appointed the oonlmittee on the bill defining thl' bounda­
flM of the county ofMina. and. 

MeYrs. Branch, Jones of Austill and Jack were ap­
po'ated the committee on the bill defining the iIo!lDdarillii 
Qf dm county of Liberty. . . 

,lA..IIII<>.~e was received fraID the Senate illfonnm, 
thb; Houae that !.bey had concurred in the bill for tbe 
ileliefof F. W. Tbomwn • 

. Qn. 'UJatioo oi..Mr. 'Rowe th~HQUse ~nood till ,~ 
o'c"''P''''' ' 
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.. . THREE O'CLOCK, F. )f~ 
Thtt House met pursuant to adjournment. 
The juint resolution from the Senate for the reli~f 

qf A. A. Chapman was read a first time. 
The [.ill from the Senate to regulate the proceedings 

oftbe scvcralCowrts in certain cases: read a first time. 
_-I.n nct supplementary to an act to pay the oUicers 

a"d soldier. ufthe Army and Navy: read a first time, 
aud. 

On Mr. Ganl's motion, the rule was suspended, and 
tile lJill read a second and third time and passed. ' 

l'IIr. Baker, from the committee to ,whom was refer­
red the bill 10 create aJ ustiee of tbe Peace, and Consta­
ble, fOr Galveston IslRnd, reported the same as amend­
ed, which was adopted, and, 

On Mr. Branch's motion, the rule was suspended, 
and the bill read a second and third time, and passed. 

On motion of Mr. Rusk, Ihe rule was suspended, and 
leave given to him to introduce a joint resolntion for tlm 
reli~f of Erastus Smith: read a first time, and, 

Oil Mr. Baker's rnolion, the rule was suspended, and 
Ihe bill placed on [l second readillg. 

On Mr. Hill's motion, the \vards "81,000, per ;J,nnnm 
dur,ing the- war, and $iJOO ~per a.nnum afterwards" wt.:'rt': 
inserted. . 

OIl ~fr. Rusk's motion, the words" during the life of 
his \vife or children" were inserted, and tile rule wa~ 
suspended, and the bill rcad a third time. 

The Ayes and Noes beingcdled for, the yole stood thus: 
A,-gs-Messrs. Speal,er, Baker, Branch. Burieson. 

Brenan, Clark, Douglass, English, Grigsby, Gant.Hardi­
mau,Hill, Jones of Austin, Jones of Bra zaria, Linn, Meni­
fee, M'Kinney, Patton, Pierpont Ponton, Rusk, Rowletl, 
I:)utherlallld, and 'rhomtoll-24. 

NOD-None: passed. 
'rhe titk> is "a joint resolution for the retief of the 

family of Eraat:us Smith." 
).fr. Jones, of Austin, from the Naval Committee t6 

whom was referred the.petition of the pursers-in the Na­
'IT' reported that. in-their opinion, the existing laws pto­
",ded fully for the pay of those officers, and recom­
mended ~be reference oftbe report of the Committ~" t<) 

a. select corIimittee: report concurred in, and, 
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Meil1!rs. Menifee and 'Rusk were appointed said coni­
mittee. 

The bill from the Sena!~, I,) incorporate the to\1."Jl of 
Columbia, was read a fir;! "'oe, and the rule w"" 5U ... 

pended, and the hill placetl nn its ,ecoud reading. 
On Mr. Rusk's motion, tb..-· 'Nords. "and other towns" 

were stricken out, and the rll i ., wa~ suspended, and the 
bill read a third time and I",,~,'d. 

The joint resolution frorT! the Scnate, requiring tbe" 
AUditor to respct the acts 01 (;. IN. Poc, was read a fir,t 
time, ,and the rule suspf"ndcd, and the bill pl,\cNl 
90 its Recon(\ reading. 

On motion of Mr. -' ---, the wurd "official" was 
!4ubstituted for" legal," ft-nd. fllate Paymaster" strickcD 
eut, and u while acting in i h? capacity of Paymaste.t­
Generaf' inserted, the rul~ was suspended, and the lnll 
read atbird time.' 

1'he''Aycs and Noes being called lor, the vote Btood 
thus: 

AYEs-'-},fessrs: Speaker, Baker, Branch, Burleson. 
Drenan, Douglass, English, Grigsby, Jones of Austin, 
Linn, Ponton, Rusk, Rowlett, Sutherland "and Thornton 
"""-Ill. 

'" N<i .. 9'-4Ilessts. Clark, (hnt, Hariliman, Hill, Jack, 
Lumpkin, Menifee,M'Kin,,,,y, Patton andPierpont-10: 
pasliid. ", 

The bill from the Senc,te for the appointing of auc-
tioneers; read a first time. ' 

The joint resolution from the Senate, authorizing the 
President to appoint Chief Justices, was taken up, and, 

Mr. Branch moved to rpjcet. 
The Ayes and Noes bp"\Ilg called for, the vote stood 

thus: . 
AYEs--Messrs. Speakfr, Baker, Branch, '.BurleSon, 

Brenan, Clark, Douglass" !':nglish, Grigsby, Gaot, Har­
diman, Hill, Jones of AU"in, Jones of BrlUtoria, Lump­
kin,'Menifee, McKinney, Fatlon, Pierpont, Ponton,Ro,.r­
hltt, Sutheriand-22. 
'b~ssrs_Jack,Lmn and Thomton-"-3: rejected. 
,'I'.'·joint resolntion,requiring the Auditor to audit !be 

~ilfuates issued bYlbe late Paymaster Geild8l) 
G.~ .. ltoel;,from tlie'gen;lte; was taken up, IIIId,' 

'"'" lIIOliotvireje<:ted; 
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The hili from the t<enaJe to disband the arrm', ',";J' 
read a first time, and the role sllspended, mill [be bill 
pbc!~d on its second tenJing; tbe \~;of{ls "by procl;:ma­
lil")o," 

Oil 3-Ir. G<:lI1t's motion, waR inserted in the iirSl3€Cliort. 
On motion of :'Ir. JunC's~ of Hrazoria, the ~econd RN:­

lion \V1iS striekcll out. 
On .Mr. Jac.;k's motion, t.he Inst section wa:; i3tlickcH 

out. 
On :Jir. JiI.l'k'.::: l1l:>tif.';); ~11C Wi,lllS "and {Ji.':whrJr~t:' "all 

the officers atlli ~()hJjcr;-; connect(·d with tile ~tandi;g (lI­

myt" were <.ldtlcd wthe rir~t·s8c:tiun. 
Un motioH of" J\1 r . .J ael.;:, the hill was l"efcrreu to a sc­

It'ct committee, to repnr, 1n-IfIClrro,y; 

.,)It"s.srs. J al.:k., PattOlJ and Braneh~ were appointed surd 
committee. 

A message \vas rcceiw·d from the Scnatf', informillg 
the House, that they hdd pa~sE'd an i:let to require the 
Pl'CSiJCHt to app£lint commissinnE~·rs 10 a~;;;t-)ss dalilages 
by l\lexjcau~'i, &c.; and that lhf'V bad concurred in the 
j(;illt n:soluli:)n f<lrthn rdi(~fof J7;hn Forbe~; and the hill 
to define' the i.H)andLlrie;3 or the county of Jdll-'fson; tile 
hill to ddloe the boundaries of the ~:ounlY of 1\1irm, a~ 
amended; that they had pa.;,:scd 11 joint rc;:;!)lut:na. fiJI· the 
f('lief or Arthur n,obertson; and had cllncurreu in tbf~ 
joint rL~~()lutiun tor the relief of S. B. Curti:;; am] th(-'. 
joint rC:::iolutioll for the relief of C. ({. Dewitt. 

~rJ'. Patton ()tIt~r('d tbe filllowing re;:.;olution, , ... hich wa5 
adoplPd; tit:Jt <l COlHmitt(>e of nvo be appointed to invite 
the Senate to join tbe Honse at 11 o'clock, ou ~aturday, 
for the purpose of electing Chief Justices of the coun-
ties where vacancies of that otflce eXJst: ' 

Meilisrs.Jone.ilt, of Austin, anq Menifee, were the COOI­

minee appointed. 
The bill to define .the boundaries of the couuty .,( 

"fina, was taken upas amended by the Joint Committee, 
and amendment cotlc'..Jrred in. 

The joint r~501GtioI1 for the relief of Arthur RoberH;()n~ 
waS taken u.p and read a first time. 

'fhe joint r('solution requiring the President loappoint 
commis~jon(:r..; to [~3SCSS damage .... , &c., Wa s read a tint 

time, and~ , 
On motion of Mr. English, n:ie"tcd. 
The joint rc:;olution from tbe SC'n:ltc, re~p(,l:!illg couu-
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ty surveyors, waS taken up on its zc (' ~ [td reading, and, 
on motion, tbe rule WD.' suspeudc 1, and the bill read 
a third time and passed, 

Un motion of Mr. Jack, the rule ,'. ,lS suspended, aOO 
the bill for the relief of ArthurRoLcrtson, was taken lip 
tm its second reading, 

On ~Ir. Hill's motion, the words ('l!(:lf of" were insert ... 
ed hefore "tbe pay." 

ML Branch moved to insert u\V.?' Grnv:" lost: the 
rule was suspended, f'.nd the bill Te,,'; " t[,;r~! lime, and, 

Tbe Ayes and Noes being called j,'( (,II its final pas' 
~ilg{>, the vote stood thus: . 

AYES-Messrs. Baker, Hardiman, Jones of Brazorw, 
Jack, Linn and Thornton-6. 

NOEs-Messrs. Speaker, Branch, Brenan, Cla~k, 
l){mglass, Euglisb, Gant, Grigsby, Hili, JOtlf'S of Ausnn, 
Lumpkin, }1cKinney, Pierpont, Ponlon, RowleU and 
Sutherland-16: lost. 

On motion of Mr. 'thornton the House adjourned till 
tf"n o'clock to:,Ulorow 'morning. 

THURSDAY, 10 O'CLOCK, Dee. 14, 1837. 
The'"'Hou~e met pursuant to adjournment. 
Prayer by tbe Rev. Dr. Huller. 
The journal of the preceding day being rcad, 
Mr. Patton, from the Select Committee, to \vhom was 

referted the bill from the Senate, to disband the army. 
reported a substitute for th~ sa me, which was, 

On motion of Mr. Jack, laid. On the table. 
Mr. Brallch mover! to reconsider the vote On the joint 

r~50Iution, forthe reli~f of Arthur Robertson. 
, The Ayts and :'loes being calied tor on the questio,), 
the vote stood thus: 

AYES-Messrs. Baher, Branch, Burleson, English, 
Gaziey, Grigsby, G"nt, Hardiman, Jones of Arnstin, 
Jone$ of Brazori", Linn, Menifee, McKinney, Husk, 
Rowlett and Thorntnn-16. 

NOEs-~[essrs. Brenan, Douglass, Hill, Lumpkin, 
Patton, Ponton and Sutherl''1Ild--'':'7 : reconsidered. 

A message frolIl the Senale was received inforrn~ng 
~"~se.' that tbey had cOl1cu,rred in a joi~t .resolotlon 
~r t ~ef of Thomas G, McGhee; and a JOlut r~sollJo" 
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tion for the relief of Antonio De La Garza; and an 
act to amend the several laws relating to the Post Office 
Department; an oct. to provide Ulf the publication of the 
laws and journals; aud a joint resolution to incorporat,r, 
the City of HfluMoh;'and uther towns therein liamed; and 
bad amended tile o."t to provide for the taking of testi­
~nony by interwga!orics; an act ma,king pro\'isions for 
persons permanclJtiy di,,,bled in the·· service oftbe coun­
lry; and had p""ed an act for the relief of Samud \Vil­
Hams; and an act to have purchased arms, ammunition 
and pl'Ovi:5ions; and request rhe IIouse to concur therein. 

Mr. Baker, ChairmalJ at Committee on Enrolled Bills, 
reported the t()lluwing bills as examined, and found cor­
rectly enrolled, viz: 

The joint resolution for the relief of Anson Jones; an 
act t(~ clear out the rj\'crs Atloyac, Angelina and Neche.s; 
"lJ act to create the county uf Fort Bend; the bill to regu­
late the proceedillg~ of the scveri-lJ courts in certain ca­
J!e.~, was ta.ken np, aUfI reau a third lime and passed4 

The act to providp. f(n taking testimony by interroga­
rpries" amcnd.ed by the Sena.te, was taken up and amend­
ment concl1rred in. 

The hill making prqvisillns f()r ppl'sons permanently 
dj~abled, was tah .. en up Ci.::t i1ITIe ... 1l:(I by the Senate. 

Mr. Branch moved that the House recede from the 
amendment, objected to hy the Senate, giving tw<> 
leagues to all who WAre disabled. 

The Ayes and Noes being called for, on the question, 
the vote stood thus: 

AYES-Messrs. Speaker, Baker, Brauch, Brenan, 
Clark, Douglass, Engli.h, Gazlcy, Grigsby, Gant, Har­
diman, Hill, Jones of AU".ain, Jones of Brazoria, .Jack, 
Liiln, J,umpkin, Menifee, McKlDlley, Pierpont, Ponton 
and Thompson-22. 

NOEs-~l:essrs. Burleson, Pattoo, Rusk, Rowlett, Su­
tberland and Tbornton-6: adopted. 

Mr. Branch moved to disagree to the amendment .of 
of the Senate. 

'rhe Ayes and Noes being called for, the vote stood 
thus: 

AYES-~Ie.srs. Speaker, Baker, Branch, Burleson, 
Brcnan, Dougluss, English, Grigsby, Ganr., Har<liman, 
Jon.es of Brazoria, JacK, Lumpkin, Menifee, McKinn~y, 
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l' .. lt!un, Pierpont, Ponton) Rusk, U.o\ylelt und Sutherland 
-:]J. 

:'Io"ll~s-)lessrs. Clark, Oazley, Hill, Jones of Austin, 
Lina. Thomson and Thornwn'-:"7: o~opted. 

A communication \Vas read from the chief clerk, 
Francis n. Lu bbock, resigning the otiice, \vhich was, on 
motion, received. 

)fr. Jones, cf Austin, moved that the Hou.e proceed 
iCJrth,vith to fill the vacancv. 

On Mr. Rusk's motion, it w,~s laid on the tahle till 3 
o'clock. 

The joint resolution from the Senate to have por­
cha~ed arm~ and mUIlitiolls of war wa.:; taken np and 
n"'ad a first time, and the rule was suspe.-nded, and the 
hill placed on its second read ing. 

On motion of' rtlr. Fat:on !he \\"01U "arms" was 
.. tricken out .. 

On motion of Mr .. Tack, an the .'cction after the word. 
".hall lose no time in having purchased the requisite 
arms, munitions, &c., were strlcke~ out. 

On motion of Mr . .Tones, of Brazoria, tbe word 
h Pres~dent," was stricken out, and" SecretarY of Vol ar" 
inserted. -

Mr. Gazley mnvpd to insert suitable huildings ((} 
pmvide, &"., &c.: lost, 

The rule Was then suspended, and the bill read a 
third time and passed. 

A message Was received from the Denate informing 
the House that they had passed an act to establish a 
friendl), and .commercial inlercourse withtbe frontier In· 
d~l!llS; and, a suhstitute to t~e bill ~llthorlzing perElon~ to 
dIspose ot pmpc11y by wdl; and a eubstitute to the 
;1Ct to incorporate the towns ofRidul1ond. and ESan Felipe, 
and others; and hnd pasSf'd a joint resolution f(Jfthe 
rcliefof J obn A. \Vharton; and au act amending the s""er­
al judiciary laws, 

The joint res,olntion from tbe ';enate, for the relief of 
~amnel \Villiams. Wft. read a tirst time. 

The act from the Senate to establish a friendh- and 
~ommereial inter<lQurse with the fNntie .. Indian;' was 
~WI.~_.\lp.andi· . 

9nn.o\¥lb, .. fMr"Patton, the- bill ~IU! I~iected. 
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The joint resolution for the relief of JohnJ. Linn wag 
taken up on its seeond reading. 

On Mr. Sufherland's motion, the words "First Audit­
or" were stricken out, and H Second Auditor" in.i!erted ; 
aDd, the words "on his filing with the Second Auditor 
sufficient vouchers" inserted~ . 
. On Mr. Ru,k's motioll, the rule was suspended, and 
the bill was read a third time, and passed. 

The joint resolution for t',e relief of }<'. W. Thornton 
was .taken up on a second reading. 

On motion of Mr. Rusk, the words "First Auditor" 
were stricken outt and "Treasurer" inserted, and the rule 
was suspended. and the bill read a third time, and 
passed. 

On motion of 11ft. Rusk. the Committee on Claims 
abd Accounts were instructed to act on the papers, &c., 
of A. J. Yates, which the clerk was instructed to fuI':' 
nish to them the same from the unfinished busine .. of 
the former session. 

The bill authorizing the County Courts to grant divor­
ces, was taken up, and, 

On motion of Mr. Thompson, laid on the table. 
The joint rewlution from the Senate to appoint auc­

tioneers was taken up, and, 
On motion of 1I1r. Patton, indefinitely postponed. 
On motion of Mr. Patton, the bill making an appro­

priation to pay certain drafts, was taken up on a second 
readiflg, and, 

On his motion, "$70,000" was stricken out, and 
I' $75,000" inserted. 

The remainder of the section after the word "the" 
was stricken out. 

0" motion of Mr. Jones, of Brazoria, and "for the 
special liabilities of the government" inserted. 

Mr .. Branch moved to postpone the bill to the 1st day 
"I May next. . 

The Ayes and Noes being called for, the vote stood 
thus: 

AYlls-~{essrs. Branch, Burleson, Clark, Douglass, 
Grigsby, Gant, Hill, Jack, Lumpkin, M'Kinney, Pier­
pont, Ponton, Rowlett and Thompson-H. 

NOEs-Messrs. Baker, Brenan, English, Gazley, 
Hardiman, Jones of Austin, JODes of Brazoria, Linn, 

23 



Menifee, Patton, Rusk, and Sutherland-ii!: post-
poned. ._ 

A message was received from the Senate informing 
the House that they had passed a joint resolution for 
the relief of N. T. Byers; a joint rssolution for the relief 
of M. A. Beremendi; an act establisbing a port of entry 
iii the west end of Galveslon Island, and requesting the­
House to conCur therein. 

And that they had concurred in the amendment to 
the bill to create a J nstice of the Peace, and Cons~le, 
for the Island of Galveston; the joint resolutiQn from 
the Senate, for the relief of John F. Kt:mper, was taken 
up on its second reading, and, 

On motion or Mr. Baker, referred to the Committeeon 
Claims and Accounts. 

On motion of Mr. Thompson, the House adjourned till 
1I o'clock p. m. 

THREE O'CLOCK, p. !d. 

The Honse met l'ttrsuant to adjournment. 
The hill, amended by the Senate, incorporating the 

towns_ofRicbmood, San Felipe, >I(1d others, a,nd, 
On motion of Mr. Joneo, Austin, th~ amendment wa' 

disagreed to. 
On motion of Mr. Rusk, the resolntion relating to the 

,,!eotion of a Cbief Clerk, of the House, was taken up, 
and, 

On his motion, laid on the table till to-morrow morn' 
ing. 

'The substitute from the Senate to the act to author· 
ize persons to dispose of their property, by will, was 
taken up, and Mr. Jack offered a substitute to the S<Nne, 

The Ayes and Noes heing c.al!ed for, on the adop' 
tion, the vote stood thus: 

AYEs-Messrs. Speaker, Baker, Burleson, Brenan,. 
Clark, Douglass, Gazley, Grigsby, Hardiman, Jones. of 
Austin, J0nes of Brazoria, Jack, Linn, Lewis, LumpkUl, 
Menifee, Patton, Rusk, Rowlett, Sutherland and Thorn' 
Wn-21. , 

NClEs-Meils:rs.llranch; :Gant, Hill, M'Kinney, Pier­
pont and Pon!tQn-6< ..... ted. 
- A.ll!'tes. ,was _ivtd ftmn the Beaate inrormlng 
the ~4bat they bOO -pas$ed ,8 joint rescdutiCiN fur 
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the mising of cOlllpanies of videttes; and a joint resa­
hnion making an appropriation for the rent of the Capi­
tol, for one year, and requesting the House to concur 
therein. 

Ou motion of Mr. Rowlett, the rule was suspended, 
:md he. introduced a joint re80111tion to nave established 
a mail route; read a first time. 

The rule"lM .~l"'nded, and >he bill read a secQnd MQ 
third time and plI$sed. 

The title is· .. a joint resolution aUdlQ{~ing the post. 
master-General to establish a mail route. 

Mr. Jones, of Austin, from the select committee to 
whom was referred the petition of thC) plJrl!6fS of the 
Navy, reported that they had the Sallie 1.Ulde~ cQu~ra­
tion, and agreed in the report made hy the CQll\mi.I;~~\l 
OJ) Nil val Affairs. 

Mr. Gant moved to slJspend the rille tu ~\l him 
to il11;fodl1ce ajoint resulutlOn to extend the tim~ al\o.'i"Cd 
the $ecrctary of War to dischargll the ofIi,cer& a,nd slll­
diers, noW on furlough: lost. 

On motion of Mr. Burlesol1, the IlIle Wll.S ~\\Sp\ll)<l:ed, 
and he in trod uced all act entitled "an act to incorporate the 
lOWo, of Mina:" read a firs! time. 

The rule was suspended, and the hill r~ad a second 
and third time and passed. 

The bill from the Senate to amend the Judiciary Laws 
was taken up and read a first time. 

The joint resolution from the Senate for the relief of 
J abn A. Whartoil, was taken up and read a first time. 

The rule was sQspended, Oil motiol1 QfMr, P",~n, 
and the bill placed on its second reading. . ~ 

Mr. Wharton's petition was read tQ the RQU$e and 
the f\J1e snspe~, aqd thll4iU~ad a thinlliln~, I!Jld 
passed. 

'rhe joint re$QIQtiQI1 from the S~mttll fQf t\le relief of 
N. 'r. Byers was t,.klll) up llnd WlIA .dirst time. 

The bill frolll the Senate 10 estll,blillh a po~t of entry 
1lot the west end of Galveston Islllnd was takeD up and 
read a· first time, 

On motion of Mr. Branch, the bill was postponed till 
the first of May next. 

A message was. received from the President, by his 
private Secretary, Mr. Henriques, covering the Land. 
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Bill. lind containing his disapproval of the same: the Land 
Bill was reconsidered. and the question taken on its final 
passage. the vote stood thn": 

AYEs-Messrs. Speaker. Baker. Branch, Burleson. 
Brenan. Clark. Douglass. English. Grigsby. Hill.Jonesof 
Austin. Jones of Brazoria. Jack. Linn. Lewis. Lumpkin. 
Henifee. McKinney. Patlon. Pierpont. Ponton. Rusk. 
Rowlett. Sutherland, Thompson and Thornton--:-2G . 

. NO"8-Messrs. Gant and Hardiman-2: passed. 
The House then adjourned till 7 o'clock, p. m. 

SEVEN O'CLOCK, p. y:. 

The House met pursnant to adjournment. 
The joint resolution making an appropriation for the 

rent of the Copitol was taken up and read a first tim~, 
and on the rule being suspended. the bill was placed. on 
its second reading, and was amended by inse.rt~ng 
" Government" in lieu of "Congress;" and strikmg 
out "are" and inserting "is;!t and the words" in ad­
vance" were stricken out .. 

The joint resolution from the Senate for the relief of 
H. A, Beremendiwas taken up, and r"ad a first time: 

The Housej\djourued, on motioh orMr. Pierpont, lill 
II o'clock to-morrow morning. 

]<'RInAV. Dec. 15. 1~~7. 
The House met p~rsuant to adjournment. 
Prayer by the Rev. Dr. Hyter. 
The journal of the preceding day 8eing read. . 
Mr. Rusk moved to take up the resolution for the elec-

tion ,of Chief-Clerk: adopted. 
Mr. Rusk nominated Mr. Eldridge and Mr. Sturges. 
Mr. Palton nominated J. W. Scott. 
Mr. Hill and Mr. Jack were appointed tellers. and. 
The ballot bging counted. Mr. Sturges had 16 votes. 

, Mr. Eldridge had 6 votes; and Mr. Scott bad 4 votes' 
.... hereupon. the Speaker declared Mr. Sturges duly; 
elected Clief-Clerk of the House. 
~"y.;~~te~_}f!:..R!l~k to withdra.w the papers 
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Mr. Baker, chairman of the Committee on Enrolled 
Bills, reported the'following, as examined and found cor­
rectly enrolled, viz: 

" A joint resolution for the relief of S. Hatch. 
"An act to require the Di.triet Judges to reside with­

in their Districts, and for other purposes. 
"A joint resolution locating permanently the seat of 

jutice of Brazoria county. 
"An act defining the boundaries of the county of 

Jackson. _ 
"Ajoint resolution for the relief ofF. W. Thornton. 
" An act to authorize the Judges of the District Court 

to hold spetial terms in certain ca;es therein named. 
" A joint resolution to incorporate certain towns there-

in named. 
"Ajoint resolution for the relief of Col. John Forbes. 
"An act for the relief of Stillman S. Curtis. 
" An act to define the boundaries of the county of 

Jefferson. 
"An act to define the b~undaries of the county of 

Mina. 
"A joint resolution for the relief C. C. DeWitt. 
" An act to authorize the Clerks of the several Coults 

to appoint deputies, &c. 
" An act to provide for taking testimony by interroga­

tories~ 
" A~, act to encourage l?e Navigation of the Gulf by 

steam. ; 
The joint resolution for the relief of M. A. Beremendi 

witS taken up and read a second time, and, 
The rule was suspended, a"d the bill read a third 

time, and- passed. ;-. 
Messrs. Rusk and Patton were appointed a <-'Ommittee 

to invite the Senate to meet the House at 3 o'clock, 
p. m., for the purpose of, electing the officers contem­
plated by the Land Bilfr'and for the election of Chief 
Justices. , 

MK Baker, chairman of the Committee on County 
Boundaries, reported a bill to define the boundaries of 
the county of San Patricio : ,read a first time, and the 
rule was suspended, and the bill read a second and third 
time, and pasSlea. 

On motion of Mr. Jack, a committ~e of two were ap-, ' 
·23 
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pointed to infcrm the Senate that the House had rejected 
the bill authorizing the President to appoint Chief Jus­
tices. 

Messrs. Jack and Thornton were appointed said 
committee. 

The joint resolution relating to Consulates was taken 
up on its second reading. 

• On Mr. Jones, of Brazoria, motion the following words 
were added to the resolution: .. That no Consul of this 
Republic shall be allowed to charge any fees for pass­
ports, or certificates of character or intentions;" th~ 
rule was suspended, and the bill read a third time and 
passed.c 

• 

The joint resolution from the Senate for the reli~f 01 
Samuel Williams was taken up on its second readmg, 
and the rule was susp~nded, and the bill read a third 
tilDe and passed. 

The bill amending the Judiciary Laws, from the Sen­
ate, was taken up on its second reading. 

On motion of Mr. Rusk, the 8th and 11th sections were 
stricken out, and the rule was suspended and the bill 
read a thir<l, time and passed. • 

The substitute from the Senate to the bill to raise & 
revenue by direct tax was taken up on its second read­
ing. 
, 'Mr: Jack moved to amend the third section by adding 
"and that it shall n';'t be necefsary to appraise properly 
sold under execuutton, &c.:" lost. 

The rule was suspended, and the bill read Il. third.time. 
The Ayes and Noes being called fOr on the final pa'­

sage of the bill, the vote stood thus: 
AVEs-Messrs.t'Speaker, Baker, Branch, Bremm, 

Clark, I)ou~lass, 0 English, Gazley, Grigsby, Gant, 
Hardiman, Hill, Jones of Austin, Jones of Brazoria, 
Jack, Lumpkin, Menifee, M'Kinney, Patton, Pierpont, 
I'f.tton and Sutherland-22., 

NOR_Messrs. Burleson, Linn, Rowlett, Thomlon 
.. nd Thompson-5: passed. .~ , 
o The joint tesolution hm the Senate for the gover,n­
l\entof the Auditor, in ¥lain easel, wa:s taken up on III 
~nd ~ing, IUId, 
~1.,~ of~ ThoI,lIplon. po$tpoaed till thefirlt 
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The bill from the Senate te raise companies of Vi­
dette. was taken up on its second reading. 

Mr. Thornton moved to P9stponeittilhhe first of May. 
The Ayes and Noes being called for, the vote stood 

th us: 
Ayus-Messrs. Jones of Austin, Lumpkin, !II'Kinney, 

Thompson and Thornton-ii. 
NOE.-Messrs. Baker, Branch, Burleson, Brenan, 

Clark, Douglass, English, Gazley, Grigsby, Gant, Har­
diman,Hill, Jones of Brazoria, Jack, Linn, Menifee, Pat>­
ton, Pierpont, Ponton, Rusk, Rowlett and Sutherland-
22: lost. 

On motion of Mr. Rowlett the words "and one com­
pany between the heads of Trinity and Caney" were 
inserted. . 

Mr. Rusk moved to refer it to the Committee on Indian 
Affairs. 

The Ayes nnd Noes being called for, the vole stood 
thus: 

AYEs-Mes,"s. Speaker, Baker, Branch, Grigsby, 
GaDt, Jones of Austino, Lumpkin, M'Kjnney, Rusk,' 
Thompson and Thornton-H. 

NOEs-?lessrs. Burleson, Brenan, Clark, Dougl .. ,s, 
English, Gazley, Hardiman, Hill, Jack, Linn, Menifee, 
Patton, Pierpont, Ponton, Rowlett and Sutherland-16. 
lost. 

On motion of Mr. Thompson, laid on the table. 0 

The substitute to the bill from the Senate to disband 
the army was taken up on its second reading. 

Mr. Rusk offered a substitute. 
The Ayes and Noes being called for, onoits adoption, 

the vote stood thus: 
AYE_Messrs. Speaker, Baker, Brenan, Clark, 

-Douglass, English:Grigsby, Ganl, Hardiman. Jones of 
Brazoria, Linn, Lumpkin, Menifee, M'Kinney, Palton, 
Pierpont, Ponton, Rusk, Sutherland, 'l'hompson and 
Thornton-21. 

NOBs-Me!srs. Branch, Burleson, Hill, Jones of Aus­
tin and Jack.-oO: adopted. 

The rule was then suspended, and the bill read ill 
lhird time and passed. 

Tbe joint resolution for the relief ofD. F. Weymouth 
was taken up as amended by the Senate. 
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Mr. Thompson moved that the House recede from 
the amendment. 

The Ayes and Noes being called for, the vote stoml 
thus: 

AYES-Messrs. Clark, Douglass, Jones of Austin, 
Jones of Brazoria, Lumpkin, Pierpont and Thompson 
-7. 

- NOEs-Messrs. Speaker, Branch, Brenan, Grigsby. 
Gant, Hardiman. Hill, Jack, Linn, Menifee, M'Kinney. 
Patton, Ponton, Rowlett, Sutherland and Thonton-16: 
lost. 

On motion of the House adjourned till 3 o'clock, p. Illo 
THREE O'CLOCK, F. J\{. 

The House met pursuant to adjournment. 
The joint resolution from the Senate for the relief of 

N. T. Byers was taken up and read second time .. 
Mr. Jack, from the committee appointed to inform the 

Senate of the rejection of the bill to authorize the Pres­
ident to appOint Chief Justices, reported that they had 
performed that duty. . 

The joint resolution for the relief of A. A. Chapman, 
was taken up and read a second time. 

The joint. resolution to have translated certain laws,: 
~, was taken up on its second reading. 

On motion of Mr. Rusk the following proviso was 
added: .. Provided that such expense shall not exceed 
$300 annually." 

The rule was suspended, and the bill read a 
third time, and passed. 

A commitee of Messrs. Everitt and ____ , were 
received from the Senate, informing the House. that the 
the Senate, lJl consequence of the press of business noW 
befor~ them, would suggest to the House to postpone the 
electlO!l of the officers under the Land Bill; and to 
elect Chief Justices, &c. &c., until Tuesday next, and 
hQlled the House would concur therein. 

A message was received from the Senate infornUng 
t~ Hous~ that they had concurred in the bill to estaB­
h~h a mIDi route; and that the bill amending the sever~ 
j\<;t.$ relating to public lands, &c., vetOed by the l;'res1-

~~~~ and recon. sidered and passed by a conS.tiUltioDal 
~ty of the House had been reconsi<\fred and, unan" 
llnOlMly .~ by t~~. 
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The bill to have compiled the laws, &c., was taken 
up on its second reading. 

On motion of Mr. Jones, the blank was filled with 
the mimes of Wm. H: Jack, and D. 8. Kaufman, and,. 

On his motion. that part relating to compensation for 
the service was stricken out; and the words" such com­
pensation for the same as may hereafter he determined on 
by Congress, on the completion of the work" inserted. 

The rule was 3uspended, and the bilt read a third 
time and passed. 

On moti"o of Mr. Rusk, .. committee of two were ap­
pointed to inform the Senate that they disagreed to their 
proposition to postpone certain elections, till TUl'sday. 
and that the House would receive them at 7 o'clock, 
to elect tbe officers under tbe Land Bill: Messrs. Meni­
fee and Sutherland were appointed said committee. 

The joint resolution to recall our Minister to tbe Uni­
ted States was taken up on i'l'!! second reading. 

On motion of Mr. Jones of Brazoria, the words" and 
also to recall our Consul, at the city of New York, and 
appoint another in his place," were inserted. 

The rule was suspended, and the bill read a third 
time. 

The Ayes and Noes being called for, on its passage, 
the vote stood thus: 

AYES-Messrs. Speaker, Baker, Brenan, Clark, 
Douglass, English, Grigsby, Gazley, Hill, Jones of Aus­
tin, Jones of Brazoria, Jack, Linn, Lewis, Lumpkin, 
Menifee, M'Kinney, Patton, Pierpont, Rowlett, Suther­
land and Thornton-22. 

NOEs-Messrs. Gant, Hardiman and Ponton-3: 
adopted. 

The bill to incorporate the Bank of Nacogdof'he. was 
taken up, and, 

On motion of Mr. Douglass, postponed till the first of 
May next. 

The bilI making an appropriation for the Navy Was ta­
ken up, and, 

On motion of Mr. Patton, postponed till the first of May 
next. 

The bill to provide for filling vacancies in the officc$ 
of Chief Justice$ in certain cases Was taken upon it~ 
second reading, and the rule was suspended, and the 
bill read a third time, by its caption. 
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sage, the vote stood thus: 

AYEs-Messrs. Baker, Brenan, Clark, Douglas;;, 
English, Gazley, Grigsby, Gant, Hardiman, Jones of 
Austin, Jones of Brazoria, Jack, Linn, Lewis, Lumpkin, 
M'Kinney, ,Patton, Pierpont, Ponton, Rusk, Rowlett, 
Sutherland and Thornton-2S. 

NOEs~~lessrs. Speaker, Branch, Hill and Menifee-
4: passed. 

The bill authorizing the County Courts to grant di. 
VOi'ces was taken up and indefinitely postponed. 

The joint resolution providing for the authenticating 
of deeds was taken up on its second reading, and, Oil 

luotion, was laid on the table . 
. A committee was received frOn;l the Senate inform­

ing the House thllt they would wait on thorn at 7 o'clock, 
this evening, to elect the officers enacted by the Land 
Bill. ", 

The bill to repeal the chkter of t,he Texas Rail.ro~d, 
Navigation aud Banking Company was taken up 011 Its 
second reading. , . 

Mr Hill moved to postpone tpe bill indefinitely. 
The Ayes and N~s being called for, the vote stood 

tbus: 
AYEs--Messrs: Speaker, Baker, Branch, Clark, Gaz­

ley, Grigsby, Jones of Brazoria, Jack, Lewis, Lumpkin, 
Patton, Rusk and Rowlett-IS. 

NOIos-Messrs. Brenan, Douglass, English, Ganl, 
Hardiman, Hill, Jones of Austin, Linn, Menifee, 
)1~Kinney, Pierpont, Ponton and Sutherland-13; lost. 

Mr. Jack moved to adopt the bil1 
The Ayes and Noes being called for, the .ote~toQd 

thus: 
AvEsLMessrs. Brenan, Douglass, English, vanl , 

llardiman, Hill, Linn, Lumpkin, Menifee, M'KinIll'Y, 
S\ltherlalld and Thornton-12. . 

NOEs-Messrs. Speaker, Baker, Branch, Clar}" 
Gazley, Grigsby, Jones of Austin, Jones of B~ona, 
Jack, Lewis, Patton, Pierpont, Ponton, Rusk, and lW"­
lett-H,: lost. 
, The bill to create the, GoUectoral District of La Bsc-

"*: )Vas take,n ur-' and, 10. 
; ~!pj;ltion 0 ltJr. Rusk, postp'l0ed tilrthe fitst ofM~Y· 
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A message was recei'Ved from the Senate infonning 
the House that they had withdrawn their amendments; 
and concurred in the bill to define the boundaries of the' 
county of Liberty. 

The bill to create the county of Fannin a Senatorial 
District was taken up and read a second time, the rule 
was suspended, and the bill read a third time. 

Question, shall the bill pass? 
The Ayes and Noes being called for, the bill was lost. 
On motion of Mr. Rusk the House adjourned till 7 

o'clock, p. m. 

SEVEN O'CLOCk t P. M. 

The House met pursuant to adjournment. 
Messrs. Brarlch and Douglass were appointed a com­

mittee to inform the Senate that the House were ready 
to rl!ceive them. 

The Senate entered, conducted by their President. 
The Speaker of the House explained the manncr in 

which the voting would proceed; the Congress then 
proceeded to the election of officers under the Land Bill. 

The following officers were elected by joint vote of 
both Houses of Congress, held on this day, at 7 o'clock, 
1'.111. 

For the county of Austin, Joseph M'Nutt, President; 
~Tartin Allen a!HI Robert Kleyburgh, Commissioners; 
HamiltQn Kleykenburgh, Clerk; and ---- Kenney, 
Surveyor. 

For the county of Brazoria, Edward Waller, Presi. 
deHl; Theodore Bennett and A. C. Hyde, Commission­
NS; Thorn",s H. BkH:kwell, Clerk; and W m. H. Hunt, 
Surveyor, 

For tire county of Bexar, David Murphy, President; 
John S. Si~pson and John lWCreary, .ComIQissioners; 
Wm. P. D. ~tmore, Clerk; IUld R. C. Tnmble, Surveyor. 

For the county of C4>l"rado, Abraham Alley, Presi­
dent; Wm. Daniel's aOiI Wm. Thompson, Commission­
ers; Robert Brotherton, Clerk; and L. S. Hargler, Sur­
veyor. 

For the COUllty @f Fl!yet'te, Reddin Andrews, Presi­
dent; George W. Spier and David Breden, Commission-
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ers; N. \V. Eastland, Clerk; and Thomas Green, Sur­
veyor.' 

For the,county of Fannin, Bailey English, President; 
Joseph Murphy and Wm H. Burton, Commissioners; 
James Staten Baker, Clerk; and Daniel Montague Sur­
\'eyor. 

For the county of Fort Bend, Randall Jones, Presi· 
dent: Daniel S. Perry and Hiram Thompson, Commis· 
.ioners; Wm. H. Poole, Clerk; and Pascal B. Borden, 
Surveyor. 

For tbe county of Gonzales, Joseph D. Clements, Pres­
ident; James Hodges and \V m. jr. A. Matthews, Commis· 
iioners; Samuel Williams, Clerk; and Charles Lockbart, 
Surveyor. 

For the county of Goliad, Wm. P. Patterson, Presi· 
dent; M. B. Lewis and Wm. Bromley, Commissioners; 
Andrew Neill, Clerk; and Richard F. Hord. Surveyor. 

For tbe County of Houston, Stephen Box, President; 
Elijah Gossett and John Whartham Commissioners; 
Samuel G. Wells, Clerk; and Geo. Aldridge, Surveyo~. 

For the county of Harrisburg, Benj. F., Smith, Presi' 
dent; Wm. P. Harris a"d James S. Holman, Commis· 
sioners; It. D. Jobnson, Clerk; and G. W. Patrick, Sur· 
veyor.' ' 

For the county of J effenon, Claibourn \Vest, Presi· 
dent; Jobn Bollinger and Her. Williams, Commission' 
ers; Joseph P. l'aloifer, Cler)q and Andrew Smith, Sur· 
veyor. 

For the county of Jasper, G. W. Smith, Presidet1t; 
John Bevii and Thomas B. Hutin!" Commissioners; 
ltobert A. Fennell, Clerk; and Martm B. Lewis, S"r' 
,'eyor. 

For the county of Jackson, Patrick Usher, President; 
Francis W. "'hite and John Andrews, Jr., Commission­
ers; John S. Menifee, Clerk; and Thomas Simons, Sm­
veyor. 

For tho connty of Liberty, D. G. Coit, President; Hugh 
B. Jo1.'nson and Henry W. Farley, Commissioner~; Gcc. 
'V. Nlles, Clerk; Franklin Harden, Surveyor. ' , 
, For the ci)untyofMontgomery, E. Collard, Prt;'sid~1l 
W. B. Bowen and Jesse "Parker, Commissioners; R. B. 
~ridge, Clerk; and Wm. Rohinson, Surveyor • 

.l'oHbi>,oounty of Mina, Samuel P. Patten, Preilidenll 
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Josiah Wellberger and Moses Gay, Commissioners;. 
Russell B. Craft, Clerk; and Bartlett Sims, Surveyor. 

For the county of Milam, A. B. Fleury, Pr",ident; Da­
vid M'Candliss and ---Bell, Commissioners; E. L. 
Stickney, Clerk; Thomas A. Grave$, Surveyor .. 

For the county of Matagorda, ilamuel D. Brigham, 
President; Hamilton L. Cook and Thomas Jamison, 
Commissioners; D. C. Cadey, Clerk; and E. R. Wight­
man, Surveyor. 

For the county of Nacogdoches, David Rusk, Presi­
dent; Wm. Hart and Adolphus Stem, Commissioners; 
K. H. lIiews, Clerk; and W. A. Ferris, Surveyo,; 

For the county of Robertson, Thos. Dillard, Presi­
dent; James Dunn and I..eander Hart, Commissioners;. 
A.·J,. M'Coy, Clerk; Augustus W. Cook, Surveyor. 

For the county of Red River, Mansel W. Mathews,. 
Pre.ident; James I,atimore .and David Lane, aonimi~ 
sioners; Benj. Gooch, Clerk; and Jefferson Milam, Sur­
veyor. 

For the county af Refugio, James C. Allen President;· 
Martin Power and Walter Lambert, Commissioners; 
Richard Roman, Clerk; and Reuben Roberts, Su,veyor. 

For the county Sun Patricio, Mark Donaldson, Pres­
ident; Michael Hailey and Benj, Auldum, Commission­
ers, J. 'Po January, Clerk;· and John Buchanan, Sur­
veyor. 

For the county of Sabine, John Boyd, President; Ma?­
tin D. White and John 1I. M'Cray, Commisilioners; W .. 
H. Harris, Clerk; I;I,armal1 Frayer, Surveyor... . 

For the county Jt Shelhy, Geo. Eaglish, President;, 
Willis H. Landrum and George Butler, Commissioners;. 
L. W. Edwards, Clerk; and Richard Hoeper,· Sur'Veyar. 

For the county of San Augustine', Alexander Hotton,. 
PI'<l&ident; J .. D. Thomas and Nathaniel Hnnter, Com­
missioners: John C. Brook,. Clerk; John. M'Gowan, Sur­
veyor .. 

For the county of Vietoria, Edward Linn, President; 
John M'Hcnry and Arthur Burns, Oommissioners; Os­
ear·Farish, Clerk; and James Carr, Surveyor. 

For the county of Washington, Stephen R. Roberts, 
Pre<lident; Jesse Bartlett and James W. Smith, Com­
missioners; Prosper Hope, Clerk; and Adolphus Hope, 
Surveyor. 

24 
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The electiop:baving been got through with, the House 
adjourned until to-morrow morning 10 o'clock. 

'" 
SATURDAY, 10 O'CLOCK, A. M., Dec. 16, 1837. 

The House met pursuant to adjournment. 
Prayer by the llev. Mr . .\l'Gowan. 
'fhe journal of the preceding day being read, 
A committee irom the Senate was received, inlorming 

the House that they would nleet them at 11 o'clock, for 
the purpose of electing Chief Justices. ..' 

A message was receivet! from the Senate mlormmg 
the House that they disagreed to the amendment of the 
HOllse t{) the bill to disband the army, and insists on 
the original resolution. 

Mr. Bakel', chairman of the Committee on Enrolled 
~ills, reported that they had examined the following 
b,Us, . and found them correctly enrolkd, VIZ: 

A joint resolution for the relief of M. A. De La Gar-
za. ' . 

. ).; joint resolution requiring the Auditor to audit the 
claimof Thomas G. :1IlcGhee. 

An .act to authorize attachments to issue in certain ca'" 
sea tberein named. 

An act ttl,incorporate tbe City of H. OUSlOn, alid other 
towns the~ln named. 

An act to provide. I"l' the pubJicatt:,n of the laws ~nd 
journals of tbe Republic of Texas. ' 

A communication was received from W. F. Gray, ask­
ing compensation fOf certain services, &c. 

On motion of Mr. Jones, of Brazoria, the Speaker was 
autborized to give a certificate Jar the amount of the 
claim to Colorle! Gray, under a resolution of the House 
at the close of the first Congress. 
. A message was receiyed~ from tbe Senate iniorfIIing 
the House<tbat they had amended the bill to inc<>rpo~te 
the<HRU$ton, Brazos and' Colorado Railroad Company, 
1UI~ qll~:.amellde.d the titl" of the joint resolution for ap­
P9>1\W1g a committee to compile a judicial code of taws 
&c" I\.Bll tequested the House to concur therein_ 
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The Senate entered, conducted by their Presidenll'rQ 
fem, and were seated. 

The Congress then proceede'd to elect Chief Justices 
to fill the vacancies existing, 

The followin!i persons were then elected: 
For Bexar, \Vm, Henry Dangerfied; Brazoria, W, p, 

Scott; Colomdn, W. J. E. Herd; Fayette, Andrew Rabb; 
Fannin, J. G. Joett; Fort Bend, Wiley Martin; Goliad, 
W. L Hunter; Houston, Isaac Parker; Jefferson, Henry 
Millard; Minn, L. C. Cunningham; Matagorda, St. Clair 
D. Gervais; Robertson, Francis Slanghter; Red River, Ed­
mund H. Tarrant; Refugio, James C. Allen; Sabine, 
Francis L. Gaines; San Augustine, R. H. Foote; Victo­
ria, John Hay,"s; Montgomery, Jesse Grimes; the elec­
tions being over, the Senate, at the instance of their Pre-
sident, retired. ' 

Mr. Rusk, from the committee to whom was referred, 
the tariff bill, reported the 'same with an amendment, 
which was adopted, and report concurred in. 

The bill to disband the army, was taken up from the 
&lnate, and, 

Mr. Branch, moved to recede from the amendment of 
the House. 

The Ayes aIId Noes being called for o~ the question, 
the vote stood thus: 

AYEs-Messrs. Branch, Hill, Jones of Austin, Jones 
of Brazoria, Jack, Menifee and McKinney-7. 

NOEs-Messrs. Speaker, Baker, Burleson, Brenan, 
C.lark, Dougl~ss, :J<;nglish, Grigsby, Hardiman, Lump­
kin, Patton, Plerpollt, Pl)Ilton, Rusk, Rowlett, Sutherland 
and Thompson-17: lost. 

A message from the Senate was received, lnfonning 
the House that they had concurred in the bill to incorpo­
rate the Brazoria Insurance Company; the joint resolu­
tion to have translated certain laws into tbe Castiliall 
Janguage; an act to provide for the appointing of Chief 
Justices in cerlain eases; and had passed a substitute 
for the Militia Bill, and a supplemertt to the same; a joint 
resolution f;,r the ,relief of D. S.,Kaufman and W. F. 
Gray; and the, substitute to the bill to authorize persons 
to dispose of property by will, had been concurred in; 
also ajoint resolution filr the purchase of munition~ of 
war; and had adopted the addition to the act requiring 
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the Auditor tQ'respect the acts of G. W. Poe, late Pay­
Master General; and refused to strike out, and had pass­
ed an act to render legitimate, certain illegitimate 
children therein named; and had concurred in tbe 
amendments to the bill making provisions for those per­
manently disabled in the service of the country; and tbe 
t"riff bill; a joint resolution relating to consulates; and 
ha.;l adopted a substitute to the joint resolution for the re­
lief of the family of Erastus Smith, deceased. 

On motion of Mr. Rusk, a commIttee of conference' 
was appointed to act jointly with a. similar committee 
ii'om the Senate, on the bill to disband the army. 

Messrs. Rusli, Patton and Pierpont, were appointed 
the comnl;ttee on the part of the House. 

A message was received from the Senate, informing 
the Ronse that they had appointed Messrs. Horton, Dllnn 
and Somerville aOommittee of Conference, to act with a 
aimilal'<,emmittee imm the Rouse, on tile bill to disbaAd 
the army; arid·,1md conc\lJTed iD the amendment (If the 
House to\he,jointreaoiuWm wrthe rlllief ofD. 'F. Wey-
mouth. ' ' 

The ilubstitnte1foifn the &eBate, to> too Militia Bil~ #aa 
ta.I¥t up and read.,." ' ' 

' •• '.JlicltindveQ to strike QUt the i!econd and third sec­
tiol!!t an~ inseI1: the fo\lowing, as section secand, 

TtIe miUtll of Te~as shall be divided into foop bri­
gades, ,'fae~ to be .;ammanded hy a br~ier general, to 
he el.e.;tedm the ~I!-me I,llallner as the major general, and 
when a vacancy sDi!:ll hereafter@CeUT;he shall be 'elected 
by the officers or, his bligade. AU tbat portion of the 
eoqntry "Yest of the Brazos shall constitute olle brigade; 
all between'tjIe Brazo,!, and Trinity rivers, shall constitute 
a brigade; ~Il betweeil the :rrinity and Sabine, ODe bri­
gage; all north of the SabIne, and up Red River, one 
b' ad.' , 
~~. ~ant moved to strike out "by joint vote of beth 

Hou.ses (}f Congress: lost. " ' 
~,Slmt'called fur the Ayes and Noes. ' 
The speaker. (Mr' Bran~h,) decided it out of order 

~~,afterthe qne~loo l!aa been deeidl"l. . . 
'~: ,(!Iant 'D;ppeared fioomtheSpea1ter's doClson.' . 

. 
"',' ,~, ftOe&t,',. i~ being.,.p 1!t.to the House, was ded,w,m , ~~~.-r& aecisiou.' ' 
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The 'question was then taken on Mr. Bratlch'~ amend­
ment, arid the amendment adopted;'and the substitute as 
amended, adopted. 

The House then aqjourned to 3 o'clock, P. M. 

THREE O'CLOCK, P. M. 

The House met pursuant to adjournment. 
The joint l'ellOlution for the relief of Dugald Brown, 

was taken up on its second reading, and, 
On motion of Mr. Rusk, tbe rule was suspended, and 

the bill read a third time and passed. ' ' 
The substitute to the joint resoll1tion of the Senate, 

for the relief of the family of Erastus Smith, was taken 
ur and $250 stricken ont, and $500 inserted, on motion 
o Mr. Rusk, and the substitute as a~endp.d. adopted. 

,Mr. Rusk, from the Committee of Conference, on the 
hill to disband the army, reported a .substitute to the 
same, which was adopted, and the report concurred in. 

A message from the Senate was received, informing 
the House that they had concurred in the bill amending 
the judiciary laws; and the bill to incorporate the town 
of Mina; and had passed a joint resolution for the relid' 
of James Collinsworth; and ajoint resolution for the re­
lief' of the commissioners to the United States. 

Tlie bill to ipcorporate the Houston, Brazos and Colo­
rado Rail Road .Company, was taken up and amend­
ment concurred Ill. 

A n act from the Senate to render legitimate certain il­
legitimate children therein named, was t.aken up and 
read a first time, and the rule suspended, and the bjJl 
read a second and third time, and passed. 

'rhe joiut resolution from the Senate, requiring tI,e 
Auditor to respect the acts of G. W. Poe, late Paymas- , 
ter General, was taken up, and, 

On motion of Mr. Thompson, tbe amendment of the 
House receded from. 

The joint teso~ution to rais~ companies of Villettes. 
was taken up on a second readmg, the rule suspended, 
and the bill read a third time, and lost. 

A joint resolution requiring the Auditor to settle the 
accounts of W. T. Brannam, was taken up and read a 
third time and passed. 

The joint .resolution received from the Senate, for the 
·24 



relief of D. S. Kaufman and W. F. Gray, was taken 
up and read a first time, and, 

On motion of Mr. Thompson, postponed indefinitely. 
A message was received from the Senate, informing 

the House that they had concurred in the amendment to 
the joint res(llution for the relief of the family of Erastus 
Smith. 

The following joint resolutions from tl;>e Senate were 
taken up, and read a first time: 

Ajoint resolution for the relief of James Collinsworth; 
a joint resolution t.r the relief of the commissioners to 
the United States.i 

The joint resolutjon for the relief of A. A. Chapman, 
was taken up, and, 

On IlIotion of Mr. Patton, postponed to the first May. 
A message was received from the Senate, informing 

the House that they had passed a joint resolution for the. 
r"lief of Kitty McKoy, which originated in the HOllse; 
~he joint resol1>lioll for the relief of John Garrett waS ta­
ken lip, and, 

On motion of, Mr. Thompson, postponed to first lllay. 
The joint resolution for the relief of Arthur RobeI:tson, 

from the Senate, was taken up on its third reading, and, 
The 'Ayes and Noes being called for on its final pas­

sage, ,he vote stood thus: 
Ay~s-Messrs. Baker, Douglass, Gant, Hardiman, 

Jones of Brazoria, Linn, Menifee, M'Kinney. Patlon, 
Pierpont and Rusk-H. 

NOEs-l\[essrs. Speaker, Branch, Burleson, Brenan, 
Clark, English, Grigsby, Hill, Jones of Austin, Lump­
kin, Ponton, Rowlett, Sntherland, Thompson an.). Thorn­
ton-16: lost. 

The 'rule was suspended, and, Mr. Jones, of BTa~oria, 
introd, u,ced a supplement to the bill to appoint a board 
of I\f~di9al Censors, read a first time, and rule; suspend~ 
ed, and read a second and third time. 

The Ayes and Noes being called for on it$, final pas; 
.age, the v:ote,&tQQd th"s,: 
. Ans;-MIlsSls. Baker. ~renan, Clark, Dol/.glass, ~ng­
~h, Hill, Jones of Austin, Jones of Bra/wan, J:,mn. 
L~. Batton>.: Rusk I!Bd Rowlett-La. ,. 
, NO~eMrs. :Speaker, Branch, Burlel'.lon,Grigsby. 
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'Gant, Hardiman, Jack, Menifee, McKinney, Pierpont;' 
Ponton and Sutherland-12: passed. 

On Mr. Rusk's motion, the joint resolution for the re­
lieCof James Collelisworth, was taken up. He moved 
to strike out $2500 and insert $3000. 

The Ayes and Noes being called for, the vole stood 
thus: 

AYEs-l\[essr£. Baker, Branch, Burleson, Douglass, 
Grigsby, Hardiman. Jones of Austin. Jones of Brazoria, 
Jack, Linn, Lumpkin, Patton, Pierpont, Rusk, Rowlett 
and Thornton-17. 

NOEs-Messrs. Brenan, English, Gant, Hill, Menifee, 
McKinney, Ponton, Sutherland and Thompson:-9: a­
dopted. 
, The rule was then suspended; and bill read a third 
time. ' 

The Ayes and Noes, being called far on its final pas­
sage, the vote stood thus: 

AYES-Messrs. Baker, Branch, Burleson, Clark, 
Douglass, Grigsby, Hardiman, Jones of Austin, Jones of 
Brazoria, Jack, Linn, Lumpkin, Patton, Pierpont, RlI6k. 
Rowlett and TJlOrnton-17. 

NOES-Messrs. Brenan, English, Gant. Hill, Menifee. 
M'Kinney, Ponton, Sutherland and Thompson-9: pass­
ed. 

The joint resolution for the ~lief of N. T. Byers, was 
t"ken up, and postponed to the first of May. 

The resolution to adjourn, was taken upon second 
reading, 

On motion of Mr. Thompson, the fifteenth December, 
was stricken out, and eighteenth December, inserted. 
<indo 

On motioo of Mr. Patton, the first of March was .trick­
en out,' and the first Monday in May inserted, and; 

The Ayes aDd N0e8 being called for on its final pas­
sage, the vote stood thus: 

AYEs-Messrs. Speaker, Burleson, Brenan, Clark, 
Douglass, English, Grigaby, Gant, Hardiman, Hill. 

, Jane.' of Austin, Jones of Brazoria. Jack, Linn, Lump­
kiD, Menifee, McKinney. Pierpont, Ponton. Rusk, Row­
lett, Sutherland and Tbomton-23. 

N OEs-Me.srs. Baker, Branch, Patton and Thomp-
80n-4: paised. 
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The bill to appoint a Superintendant to the Public 
Buildings; ( 

A bill for the relief of Walker and Barton; 
And a joint resolution to provide for the authentication 

of deeds; 
A joint resolution allowing pay to Commissioners; 
A joint resolution relating to Probate Courts; "nd, 
A joint resolution allowiugpay to the Secretary ofLe­

gation, were taken up and postponed to first May_ 
The House then adjourued to 7 o'cloc~_ 

SEVEN 0 CLOCK, P. M. 

The House met pursuant to adjournment. 
A message was roceived from the Senate, informing 

the House that they had concurred in the amendment to 
the joint resolution for the relief of James Collinsworth: 
and a joint resolution for any person on filing in the office 
of Secretary of \Var, &c.; and also to drive in estrays; 
and hoped the House would coricur therein; a supple­
ment to an act supplemen\ary to the bill to reorganize 
the army; and a joint. resolution relating to the appoint­
ing of an additional agent to effect a loan; and request­
ing the House to concur therein. 

The joint resolution relating to the appointing of an 
additional commissioner, was taken up and read a first 
lime., 

Mr. Thompson moved to postpone it indefinitely: lost. 
, The supplement in the militia bill was taken up, 
Mt Thompson moved to po.tpone it indefinitely: lost. 

The rule was suspended and the bill read a third time. 
The Ayes and~oes being called'on its final passage, 

the vote stood thus: ' 
AYES-Messrs. Baker, Branch, Clark, Douglass_ E~g­

lish, Gant, Hardiman, Jones of Austin, J aek, Linn, Pier­
pont and Sutherland-Ii!. 
. NOEs-Messrs_ Speaker, Burleson, Bren"n, Grigsby, 
Hill, Jones of Brazoria, Lewis, Lumpkin, Menifee, M,c­
Kinney, Rusk, Rowlett, Thompson aqd Thornton-H: 
IOIt. . 
. A message ,was received from the Senate, inform!ni 
the House that they had concurred ill the joint reso]uUoa 
fOr.the relief ,of A. R. Bodman; a joint resolution f~r tbe 
rell~ 9.£ J4hn J. L. irm; a joint, resolution for the rehef of 
F,,,,., ~tlm. ' 
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On motion of Mr. Menifee, the House proceeded to 
",leet a committee of three, under the joint resolution of 
Congress, to appoint committees to select a site for tbe 
seat of Goverument. 

Mr. Lilln and ~Jr. Gant were appointed tene", and, 
The House proceeded to ballot for the same, and 

Messrs. Jack, Sutherland and Lumpkin were elected the 
committee of the House. 

A message was received from the Senate, informing 
the House that tbey hac! appointed Messrs. Somerville 
and Burton a committee to contract for certain prjllting, 
&c.; and hac! appointed Messrs. Barnett and Rains their 
committee to select a location for the Seat of Govern­
ment. 

The joint resolution from the Senate, appointing a 
committee to contract for printing the laws of Coahuila 
and Texas, was taken up and read a first time, and rule 
swspended and read a second time, and amended by 
adding, and the laws of a general nature passed by the 
Congress, and the journals of both Houses of Congres., 
and also the laws of the General Council, composed of 
two from the Senate and'three from the House. 

On Mr. Rusk's motion, a committee of tbree was ap­
poihted to draft a bill for the org .. nization of the m~litia. 

Messrs; '1Utsk, Rowlett and Menifee wefe appOInted 
the committee. 

On motion of M.I'. Engli.h, the HOllse adjourned to 
Monday at 10 o'clock. 

~IoNDA.Y. 10 O'CLOCK A.. M. Dec. 18th, '1887. 
The House met pursuant to adjournment. 
Prayer by the Rev. Mr. McGowan. 
Xhe readmg of the journal was dispensed with. 
Mr. Rusk/from the committee to whom waS referred 

the dnty of reporting a bill for organizing the militia: re­
ported. ! 

A hiU which waB read a first time and the rule sus­
pended, and read a second and third time and passed. 

The Ayes and Noes being called for, on its final pas­
sage, the vote stood thus: 

AYEs-Messrs. Speaker, Brenan, Grigsby, Gant, 
Jones of Austin; Jones of Brazoria, Linn, Lewis, Lump­
kin, Menifee, ~[,Kinne.r, Pierpont, Rusl" Thompson and 
Thornton-lo. ' 



NOEs-Messrs. Baker, Branch, Durle,nn, Clark, Doug­
lass, Hardiman, Jack, Patton and Ruwlett-9: pa,scd. 
~Lea\'e of absence 'vas 'granted ~Iessrs. English, 

Clark and Sutberland for n'!1l"inderof the session. 
The Commillce on Enrolled oi I1s, reported tbe follow­

ing, as examinc(l and found correctl:v enrolled: 
An act supplementary to >en act entitled an act to or­

ganize the militia of the Republic. 
An act granting bnds to those who "were in the battle 

of San J ,LCinta anu other battles. 
An aC,t to authorize the Postmaster General to estab-­

bh a 1'08t HOllte. 
An aCl to amend the several laws regulating the Post 

Office Department. _ 
An act to incorporate the i>te3.m Sawmill Company .. 
An act to define the boundaries of the county of L,­

berty. 
A joint resolution fi,r the relief of John J. Linn. 
A joint resolution for appointing two legal gentle.meo 

to compile a Judicial Code of Laws for the Repubhc of 
Texas. 

Mr. Brenan moved to reconsider the bill to rai!ll a 
company of Videttes ; .lost. 

On motion. the House adjourned to 3 o'clock, P. M. 
THREE O'CLOCK, P )I. 

The House met pursuant to adjournment. . 
A message from the Senate WK~ received, infonnmg 

the House that they had amended tbe resolutioD to ad­
Journ, hy inserting the "20th instant, and tbe second 
Monday in April," and requested tbe House to concur 
therein. 

The following communication was received from the 
President, enclosing a letter from John F. Kemper, 
which was read, and referred to the Cummittee oD 

Military Affairs, to report at 7 o'clock: , 
EXECUTIVE DEPARTMK'NT, l .\\ 

REPUBLIC OF TEXAS, 5 
City <if RoUtIO'll, Dec. 1St/., 1837: "\ 

1'0 the Htm. Hoft.e <if ll.epm<cntativc> <if Texas, 
GENTLEMEN-I have the bOllor,of communicating ~ 

laUltt intelligence in the enclosed document, from !~ 
:'lI\~,tn frontier, .which arrived, by expres.late ?n);8: 
C!V~ of ',thJl16th instailt.- ['he Executive .q1ielts I e 
advice Of the Ron. House of Representati"es, a.a hll can 



287 

arri,,~e at no condusio~, o.~"fing to the general confusion 
which has hungover th"l>frontier . 

, • t SAM HOUSTON. 

IIIr. Jones, of Austin, introduted a joint resolution to 
bRve ci.,terns providedior the use of the Capitol; read a 
first time, and rule suspended; read a second and third 
time and passed. 

The resolution to adjourn was taken up and the amend­
ments of the Senate concurred in. 

A message was received from the Senate, informing 
the HOllse thut they hud passed an act to change the 
llame of Mina county and town to that of Bastrop, 
which was taken up, read a third time and concurred in. 

Mr. Jones, of Brazoria, moved the following: that the 
Enrolling Clerk of the House be authorized to prpcure a 
suitahle buok, in which to record the journals olthe e:x,tra 
uml present .cssion of this Congress, &c. &c.-: adopt­
c,!. 

Mes.,,", Jones, of Brazoria, and Baker were appointed 
a committee to wait On the Senate and request their at­
tendance to elect ~ledical Ceusors. 

'rhe Senate entered, and the Congress then elected the 
following gentlemen: 

For Red- River, Isaac Jooes; Nacogdoches, U. A. 
Irion; Rurrisburgh and Liberty, Asbbel Smith; Wash­
ington, Asa Hoxey; Milam, George 'V. Hill; Brazoria, 
J, McNeil Stewart; Matagorda, Jackson and Victoria, 
Albert M. Levy; Mina and Gonzales, Thomus Andet-­
son; Auslin and Colorado, Joel Johnson; San Patricio, 
.T. P. January; Bexar, H. Bissell. 

The Senate retired, and the House adjourned until 7 
o'clock. 

'SEYEN dCLOCK, P. M. 

T~e Hguoe met pursuant to adjournment, 
A c~mmunication was received from Mr. Gazley, and' 

read. 
A message was recei\"ed from the committee of the 

Senate informing the House that they had determined to 
adbere to their resolution to adjourn on the 20th. 

A message was received, from the President, return­
ing the Militia Bill, with a communication: 



EXECUTIVE DBPAR~'}rENT, ~ 
REPUBLIC OF TEXAS, 5 

City oj H01Mtou Dec. 1 S, 15;37. 
To the honora.blc, the Sp8l1k.r, and 

mcmbe1'Ss oj the Holtse oj Repres,mtatit'e.., 
GENTLEMEN-It is with great reluctance that 1 am 

constrained to exercise the constitutional l'rivilege of re­
turning the act entitled" an act to organize the Militia 
of this Republic;" but the following reaSons induce me 
to the step. 

I do conceive that the Adjutant-Genem! of the Repub­
lic is a member of the staff' of tIle President, and is SO 

esteemed by all free governments, so liu as tbe last Jaw 
went, in relation to the appointment and duties of the 
Adjutant-General, there is no reasonable objection. 
The modifications by the supplement have certainly 
given him no additional efficiency, but they are calculated 
to produce conflicts and destroy harmony. A\] orders to 
an army s"buld pass from the President through tbe 
Adjutant-General. 

The proper organization of the Militia would have 
been con~ummated under the last law, had Congress 
~de an,!, a'jipropriation adequate to the completion at 
n. organIzatIOn. 
"Not one dollar was placed at the dispositien of tbe 
Executive. An Adjutant-General ,,,as appointed who 
w~uld bave affected every thing desired, but he. h~d 
neIther IDCWlsoftransportation nor subsistence, wblle lD 
the "xereise ofbis various duties. The Executive d()£S 
Bot object to tb6 organization propo;ed in the su!'ple­
mental bill so far as it embraces the election of a Major 
and BrigadieJ-General, nor does he hesitate in a~­
(,ordanee with the most anxious solicitude expressed 1iy 
the Congress for the organization of the Militia, but pre­
vious to his approving the supplement he cannot assent 
to any views that will exclude the nomination of tbe Ad­
jutan1;~eral bytbe Executive, and ratification by the 

" Senare, and the appropriation of such an amonnt of lXJ\1' 
~,. UIIwillensure an ~Ct 80 desirable, as givingth~ '1 
~. ~cy:to tbe Militia. of the country.~". 

," xeeutive· bas- aJways regarded it as the bul 
Q£freel;nen, audasSueh he estimates tn" 
" .eto_ tae supplemental. bill. 



The~e views are ~~mo.l respectfully subnlitted til the 
consideration of the honorable House of llepresenta­
tives, all impediments of the execution of the former bill 
arose from the want of It suitdble appropriation, there 
not heing a ceut in the Treasury. 

SAM HOUSTON. 

A message was received from the Senate infor.ming 
the House that they wcre about to go into secret session, 
and that the doors would bc thrown open to receive any 
message the House might wish to make. 

Mr. Rusk, froll! the Committee to whom was referred 
the message of, the President relating to the letter of 
.T. F. Kemper. reporled. 

The Committee on Military Affairs to wholn Wli-'I're­
Jerred the message of his Excellency, the President, con­
veying a letter from John F. Kemper, and others. in 
relation to the advance of two hundred Mexican cavalry 
to San Prtricio, and asking the advice ofthi. House, haa 
had the .ame under consideration and ask leave to 
report: 

" That whether the cavalry mentioned in the letter be 
.. detached party, or an advance guard of an invading 
army, is a malter of great uncertainty, hut in matters of 
tbis kind if error be committed it is greatly to be hoped 
that the error should be found on the safe side, aRd in 
energetic and active' preparations to meet the enemy 
upon our frontier, and Iwt again await their devastation, 
much to the injury of the interior of our country: if the 
militia are organized we are decidedly of the opinion that 
Ibere are stout hearts and strong anns enough alll9nglll 
them to meet and drive back the enemies of OW" corn­
lnon country • 

.. And this committee would recOmmend that 80me 

responsible individual_ be-forthwith despatched to make 
purchases of powder,and fead;in order to enable us to 
give <ltidbes a genteel reception. , 

THOS. J. RUSK, 
Chairman. 

'fhl! report Wall unanimously adopted. 
Mr. Branch asked to reconsider the bill entitled" an 
~ entitled an act to organize the Militia of lhi. Re· 
public. 

2& 
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The Ay$S and Noes being called for, on ilg final pas­
&age, the vote stood, Ayes 20, Noes 4: and the bill 
passed. 

Mr. Baker, chairman of the Committee on Enrolled 
Bills, reported that the Committee on Enrolled Bill. 
haVe examined the following bills and resolutions, viz: 

"An act relating to the pay and allowance of the offi­
cers and soldiers of the army. 

"An act authorizing persons to dispose of property 
by will. 

" A n act making provision:;; for persons \vho have 
been permanently disabled in the service of Texas. . 

"A joint resolution for the relief of the family of 
Erastus Smith. 

"An act to incorporate the Brazoria Insurance Com­
pany. 

" A joint resolution reqniring the Auditor to audit tne 
accounts of Col. Weymouth. 

"A joint resolution for the relief of A. R. Bodman . 
.. An act to define the boundaries of tbe county of Red 

River. 
" A joint resolution to translate tbe Laws of the Re· 

public into the Castillian language. 
"Ajoint resolution for tbe relief ofF. W. Thornton. 
".An act to provide for the appointment of Chief Ju.­

tices, in cases of vacancy . 
. . .. A joint resolution for the relief of H. C. Hudson. . 

"AJoint resolution relative to Consulates. 
"An act to incorporate the town of Mina. 
"A joint resolution for the reliefwidowofKitty M'Coy. 
"A joint resolution to amend tne act entitled an act 

to raise a revenue by impost duties. 
"A joint resolution altering the name of the county 

and town of Mina." . 
And find the same correctly enrolled. 

JOSEPH BAKER. 
Chairman. 

A joint resolution froJi, the Senate to authorize re."" 
sona to drive in cattle, mules, &c., &c., postponed till 
,tile first of May. . 

'-'l'he joint resolution to discbarge the. officers ",and 
soldiers of the army and Navy, was, 
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On motion of Mr. Jones, of Brazoria.,windefinitely 
postponed. . 

The joint resolution relating to allowing office .. of 
the Navy payment while under orders, was, 

On motion of Mr. Rusk, postponed till the first of 
~ay. 
Th~ 'n;n' resolution to appoint an additional Commis-

1'I10nr.r 1(1 ( ji'ct a loan. 
~!r. Hill moved to postpone the bill till the first of 

:>.fay. (Expun;lP'J.) 
Mr. Jone" of Brazoria, moveu that the Secretary of 

State be ch"rged with the care of the Capitol, and that 
he be authorized to employ a suitable person to attend 
to the same, the rule was su.'pended and the bill adopted. 

A message was received hom the Senate informing 
the House that they had passed an act relative to tbe 
Militia, vetoed by the President, passed unanimously 
by the House. 

A committee of Messrs. Rowe and Jones were ap­
pointed to inform the Senate that they were ready to go 
into an election of officers under the Militia Bill. 

A committee from the Senate to inform the House 
that they are ]·eady. 

The Senate met the House in joint session to elect the 
officers under the act entitled an act supplemental to an 
Rct entitled an act to orgallize the Militia of this Repub­
lic, vetoed by the President, and passed by a unanim­
ous vote of the Senate, and constitutional majority of the 
Hnuse of Representatives, on the 18th day of December, 
1837. 

The Senate entered and were seated. 
The Congress then proceeded to elect the officers 

contemplated under the Militia Bill. 
Major General-Thomas J. Rusk. ' 
First Brigade-E. Burleson, District west of the Bra-

zos. , ' 
Second Brigade-Mosley Baker, District between the 

Brazos and Trinity. 
Third Brigade-Kesley H. Dougla •• , District east of 

Trinity. 
Fourth Brigade-John H. Dyer, District east of,· and 

up Red River. 
Adjutant Ge1/eral-Hugh B. M'Leod. 
Th~ Senate then retired. 



}fro nu"k~oye.l that Mr. Sturges be sworn ina>; Chief 
Clerk. 

MI'. ~'€nifc<;: II oved the appointment of a committee 
of two to ill/orm the Senate that this House cannot 
agree 41 adjourn On Monday: 

Messrs. Menifee and Thompson were appointeu said 
N)m.miltee. 

A committee was received from the Senate informing 
the House that tbey concurred in their ",solution to ad­
journ on the 20th. 
. Mr. Menifee moved, as he had per/ormeu the duty 
assigned him, to adjourn till 10 o'clock. 

A committee was received from the Senate informing 
th" House that they deemed it important to remain a day 
longer, and requested that the committee of conference 
~hould meet and arrange the time of adjournment. 

Messrs. Rusk, Thompson and Jack, appointed the 
committee of conference, have come to the conclusion 
tQ ~rJl to-morrow at 12 o'clock; concurred in. 
~Il!. Jack al1d PattQ.ll were appointed a committee 

to inform tlIe PreJIident that the House would adjou.rn 
at 12-_Q'clPclo to,morrpw. , 

On motion of Mr. Baker, the House adj9nrned, till U 
o'~:tq,.mQrl"Ow mpining. 

l'U1UllAY, Dec. 19, 18;17. 
The HOUM met pursuant to adjournment. 
Prayer by the ~e", 1>r. nute~ . 
. T4@ jOl!rn~I qf tt¥! R~~!'~dtljg d'lY \l.eing read, 
Mr. Douglass, frQllJ. tb,e Committee W1 Claim, am! 

Accounts, reported, ia .lavor of allowiJ>g Capt. Kemper 
which ",as concurred ill. 
Mr. Rusk, Capt. Kemper had leave to. 



Mr. Rusk offered a joint reBolution to pay :;"'" Wil­
liams ill the promissory notas of the Government. Read 
a first time; the rule 'vas sU8p~~nded, and I he joint res(}o­
Iution read a second and ~bird time and passed. 

A mc~:.;age ""as received from the Senate, repealing 
the stunding rules of both Houses, declaring that no bill 
shall be bauJed to the Prcsident on the last day of the 
Session. 

On motion of Mr. Jack, all persons who had papen 
in possessiQl1 of the Clerk of the House, had leave to 
withdraw them. 

A committee of Messrs. Burton and Horton, from tbe 
Senate, inf(".med the House, that the Senate would'he 
ready to meet the House and adjrmrn at 12 o'clock . 
. Messrs. Jack and Patlan wcre appointed a committee 

on the part of the House, to inform the President that 
the Congress was ready to J'eceive any communjcation 
he might have to make. 

The Senate were infiJrmed that the House were ready 
to receive them, and hear the communieation from the 
President. 

A message was received Ii'om the Senate informing 
the Hou"e that they had concurred in a joint resolution 
lor the relief of Sam Williams. 

The Senate then entered the Hall of the House of Re­
presentatives, and were seated. The rolls of both Houses 
being called, a quorum of each Rouse were present. 

The President then entered, escorted by the Joint 
Committee, and delivered an address to the two Houses. 

The Senate retired to' their Hall, at the i",tance of 
their President. 

, The joint resolution from the Senate, relating to PI'C'­
IBnting bills on the last day of the sess1on, was ~colh 
coned in. 

Messrs. Branch and Thomton 'were appointed acom­
mittee to inform the Senllte, thatthey were now ready to 
adjourn. 

A like committee was received from the Senate in. 
forming the House that they had no further busines~ on 
hand, and were also ready tn adjourn. 

On motion of Mr. Jack" the Speakerthenadjourned 
tbe House of Reprftsentanve. to tbe .econn Monday in 
Aprilne:l<t. 


