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JOURNALS

OF THE

SENATE.
~EIGHTH CONGRESS

REPUBLIC OF TRXAS:

Begun and held in the Town of Washingtoa, i the Coun-
ty of Washingtqn; inithe Rep.ub{ic aféresaidy ot Monday, the
fourth day of December; in thie  year of our Lord one thou-
sand eight hundred and forty-three, being the first session of
the Eighth Congress, held under the Constitution and Laws of
the Government of the Republic of Texas, and ia the eighth
year of the Independence of said Republic: :

On which day, being the day fixed by law, and at which
place, being the place fixed by Proclamation of the President
of the Republic of Texas for the meeting of Congress,
Stephen Z. Hoyle, late Secretary to the said Senate, called-
the roll of members by Districts, beginning with the District
of San .Augnstine, when the following Senators appeared,
presented their. credentials and took their seats, to-wit:

From the District of Houston, Nacogdo-

ches, and Rusk, . Isaac Parker.
From the District of S8an Patricio -
Goliad and Refagio, ’ } William L. Hunter.

There being no quorum present,the Senate adjourned until
to-mortow, :at-3 o'clock, P. M. . :

—

‘ Turspay, December 5th, 3 o’clock, P. M.
Senate met pursuant to adjournment. The Hon. Edward
Burleson, President of the Senate, appeared and took his
seat. The roll of members by Districts being again called,

the following Senators appeared, presented their credentials
and took their seats, to-wit : _
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From the District of Austin, Fort :
Bend and Colorado, } Gustavus A. Parker.

From the District of Bexar, John W. Smith.

From the District of Matagorda,
Jackson and Victoria,

On’ motion of Mr. Rugeley, the Secretary, Sergeant-at-
Arms, and Door-Keeper of the last session were appointed
to act as such pro tempore.

On motion of Mr. Rugeley, the Senate adjourned until to-
morrow morning at 10 o’clock, A. M.

} John Rugeley.

WEDNES’.DA.Y, Beéembcr 6th, 10 0’clock A. M.

Senate met pﬂrsuant to ad]oumment. Vice-President of
the Republi€ it the' Chair. -.The roll of Senators being called,
the followitig" geniflemen anxwered:to .ths*lr usmes, to-wit :

Messrs. Parker of Nacogdoches,: *
o Parker ¢ Fort Bend,
¢ Smith ¢ Bexar,
o Hunter ¢ San Patricio,
« Rugeley ¢ Matagorda.

And, whereupon, the following gentlemen came forward

and took the oath prescribed by the Constitution, to-wit =
Messrs. Parker of Nacogdoches,
“ Parker ¢ Fort Bend,
i Hunter ¢ San Patricio.

There being no quorum—on motion of Mr. Parker of Na-
cogdoches, the Senate adjourned until to-morrow at ten
o’clock, A. M.

TrurspAY, December. 7th, 10 o’clock, A. M,

Senate met pursuant to adjournment. President in the
Chair. 'The roll of members by Districts being. called, the
following Senators appeared and took their seats, to-wit:

From the District of Harris,
Galveston and Liberty,
From the District of Bastrop, Travis
Fayette, and Gonzales,’ ’§ James Webb.
There being no ‘quorum present—on motion of Mr. Webb,
the Senate adjourned until to-morrow at ten o’clock, A. M.

g Willtam Lawrence.
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Fripay, December Sth, 10 v’clock A. M.

Senate mel pursuant to adjoutnment. President in the
Chair. The roll of members by Districts being called and
there being no quorum present—

On motion of Mr Parker of Fort Bend, the Senate adjourn-
ed until to-morrow at three o’clock P. M.

- —

SaTurpaY, December 9th, 3 o’clock, P. M.

Senate met pursuant to adjournment. The President in
the Chair. The roll of members by Districts being called,
the following Senator appeared took his seat, from the
District of Jaaper and Jeflerson, G. A. Paullo, dnd there be-
ing no quorum present,

On motion of Mr. Parker of Fort Bend, the Senate ad-
Journed until Monday morniug ten o’clock, A. M.

U

Monpay, December 11th, 10 o’clock, A. M.
Senate met pursuant to ddjournment. The President in
the Chair. The roll of members by Districts being called,
Mr. Greer, from the District of San Augustine, took his seat,
and there being no quorum present,
On motion of Mr. Parker of Fort Bend, the Senate ad-
Journed until to-morrow morning at ten o "clock.

Tuespay, December 12th, 10 o'clock, A. M.
Senate met pursuant to adjournment. President in the
Chair, The roll of Senators being called, the following gen-
tlemen answered to their names, to-wit :
Messrs. Greer of San Augustine,

o Jack “ Brazoria,

v Lawreunce *¢ Liberty,

¢ Parker * Fort Bend,
. Parker * Nacogdoches,
b Patillo ¢ Jefferson,

“ Hunter ¢ San Patricio,
. Rugeley ¢ Matagorda,
“ Shaw ¢ Milam,

“ Smith ¢ Bexar,

R Webb ¢ Bastrop.
And, whereupon, the roll of members by Districts being
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called, the following Senator appeared, presented his creden-
tials, ook the oath and his seat, to-wit:
I'rom the District of Montgomery 3 p 0 ar Williamson.
and Washington,
T'hen the Senate proceeded to the election of a Secretary.
Mr. Hunter nominated Mr. Green,

-« Patillo “ Mr. Robertson,
< Parker 2 Mr. McLeod,
«“ Lawrence Mr. Hoyle,

And upon an examination of the first ballot, it appeared
that _ .
Mr. Green received six votes,

¢ Robertson ¢ two
« McLeod - ¢ one **
« Hoyle “ three ¢ :

Noone candidate having received a majority of all the votes,
the Senate proceeded to a second ballot, and apon examination
of the same, it appeared that

Mr. Green received five votes,
“ Robertson ¢ two ¢
6 Hoyle 6 five €

No one candidate having received a majority of all the
votes, the Senate proceeded to a third ballot, and upon exam-
ination of the same, it appeared that

Mr. Green received six votes,
“ Robertson ‘¢ onhe vote,
“ Hoyle “ five votes.

No one candidate having received a majority ofall the votes,
the Senate proceeded to a fourth ballot, and upon examination
of the same, it appeared that ‘

Mr. Green received seven votes,
« Hoyle five ¢« _

Whereupon Mr. Green was declared duly and constitution~
ally elected Secretary.

The Senate then proceeded to the election of an Assistant
Secretary.

Mr. Greer nominated Mr Shepard,
1 1 6 6 Raymond,

¢ Parker “ “ Blake,
« Patillo « “ Waples,
“ Smith “ © ¢ Mitchell,

« Jack . - ¢ Wells,
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And upon examination of the first ballot, it appeared that
Mr. Shepard received two votes,

“ Raymond ¢ five ¢
¢ Blake s one vote,
*“ Waples “  two voles,
“ Mitchell ¢ one vote,
“« Wells o one ¢

No one candidate having received a majority of all the
votes, the Senate proceeded to the second ballot, whereupou
it appeared that

Mr. Shepard received four votes,

“ Raymond  * six ¢
“ Waples “ one vote,
¢ Mitchell . one

Mr. Jack withdrew the nomination of Mr. Wells, and a
third ballot being taken, it appeared that

Mr. Shepard received four votes,
¢ Raymond “  eight «
Whereupon Mr. Raymond was declared duly and consti-
tutionally elected Assistant Secretary.

The Senate then proceeded to the election of an Engrossing
and Enrolling Clerk.

Mr. Rugeley nominated Mr. Nicholson,
¢ Parker s * Durham,
And upon examination of the first ballot, it appeared that
Mr. Nicholson received seven, votes
¢ Durham s five “

Mr. Nicholson having received a majority of all the votes,
he was thereupon declared duly and constitutionally elected
Engrossing and Enrolling Clerk.

The Senate then proceeded to the election of a Sergeant-at-
Arms.

Mr. Wébb nominated Mr. Ward,

¢ Shaw e “ Byers,

« Patillo ¢ « Pipkin,

“ Parker “ “ Woodruff,
“ Lawrence * “ Gay,

“ Smith 6 “ Jones.
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Aud upon examination of the first ballot, it appeared that
Mr. Ward received four votes,

“ Byers 6 one vote,
“ Pipkin “ four votes,
“ Woodruff « two ¢

“ Jones “ one vote,

No one candidate having received a majority of all the
votes, the Senate procecaed to the second ballot, whereupon
it appeared that

Mr. Ward received three votes

¢ Pipkin “  seven ¢

“ Woodruff ¢  one vote
3

« Jones ““  one ¢

Mr. Pipkin having received a majority of all the votes,
he was thereupon declared duly and constitutionally elected
Sergeant-at-Arms of the Senate.

The Senate then proceeded to the election of Door-Keeper,

Mr. Lawrence nominated Mr. Durham,

Y3 6 £ Mlller,

[ € " WOOd,
Mr. Webb o “ Goodwin,
¢ Parker o ¢ Peacock,
“ Greer s “ Johnson,

« Patillo “ « Little.

And upon examination of the first ballot, it appeared that
Mr. Durham received one vote,

“ Goodwin ¢ six votes,

¢« Peacock “ one vote,
¢ Johnson ¢ three votes,

« Little “ one vote.

No one candidate having received a majority of all the
votes, the Senate proceeded to the second ballot, when it
appeared that

Mr. Durham received two votes,

« Miller s one vote,
“ Goodwin “ seven votes,
« Johnson ¢ two s

Whereupon, Mr. Goodwin having received a majority of
all the votes, he was declared duly and conslnuuonally elect-
ed Door-Keeper of the Senate.

On motion of Mr. Parker of Fort Bend, the officers elect
came forward and took the oath of office.
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On motion of Mr. Parker of Nacogdoches, a committee
consisting of Messrs. Parker of Nacogdoches, Webb, and
Jack, was appointed to wait upon the House of Representa-
tives and inform that body that the Senate was organized
and ready to proceed to business.

On motion of Mr. Greer, a committee, consisting of Messrs.
Greer and Smith, was appointed to act in conjunction with a
committee on the part of the House of Representatives and
inform His Excellency, the President of the Republic of
Texas, that the two Houses of Congress were organized and
ready to receive any communication he may have to make to
them. '

On motion of Mr. Jack, the Senate adjourned until to-
morrow, ten o’clok, A. M.

WEebpNEspaY Morning, Dec. 13th, 1843,
10 o’clock, A. M. }

Senate met pursuant to adjournmment—roll called—quorum
present—journals of the preceding day read and adopted.

Oa motion of Mr Webb, the Senate proceeded to the elec-
tion of Chaplain. Mr. Webb nominated Mr. Tryon.

There being no other nomination, Mr. Tryon was declared
duly and constitutionally elected Chaplain of the Senate.

On motion ot Mr. Jack, the Secretary was instructed to
inform Mr. Tryon of his election as Chaplain of the Senate.

On motion of Mr. Greer, the committee appointed to wait
upon the House and inform them of the organization of the
Senate had leave to perform that duty.

On motion of Mr. Greer, the Secretary was instructed to
purchase one dozen chairs for tke use of the Senate.

On motion of Mr. Jack, the Secretary was instructed to
procure six copies of the laws of Texas for the use of the
Senate,

Mr. Parker of Nacogdoches, on the part of the committee
appointed to wait upon the House of Representatives and in-’
form that body of the organization of the Senate, reported
that duty performed. '

Through their Chief Clerk, Mr. James H. Raymond, the
House announced its organization, and the appointment of a
committee to. wait upon His Excellency, the President, and
inform him that they were ready to receive any communica-.

B - )
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tion be might wish to make to them ; and requested the aj-~
pointment of a like eommittec on the part of the Senate, to
act in conjunction with the committee on the part of the
House for this purpose.

Committtee on the part of the House—Messrs. Hogg, Lott
and Johnson.

Committee on the part of the Senate—Messrs. Greer and
Smith.

A message was received from the House, through their
Chief Cluk, Mr. James H. Raymond, furnishing the Senate
with the following list of officers elect of the House of Repre-
sentalives:

Honorable R. Scurry, Speaker,
Mr. James H. Raymond, Chief Clerk.
«“ T. M. Taylor, Assistant Clerk.
‘“ Ben. F. Hill, Engrossing Clerk.
¢ James M. Long, Enrolling Clerk.
¢ Samuel Highsmith, Sergeant-at-Arms.
« Willham Cockburn, Door-Keeper.

On motion of Mr. Jack, the Secretary was instructed to in-
form the House of" the officers elect of the Senate.

On motion of Mr. Jack, the credentials of members of the
Senate were referred to the Committee on Privileges and
Elections.

The President of the Senate announced the following as

Standing Committees of the Senate:
" Committee on Foreign Relations.—Messrs. Kaufman, Webb
and Jack.

Commattee on Finance—Messrs. Greer, Jack and Rugeley.

Committee on Military Affairs.—Messrs. Williamson, Wright
and Lawrence.

Committec on Naval Affarrs.—Messrs.. Rugeley, Lawrence
and Hunter.

Commattec on Publzc Lands.—Messrs. Smllh Greer and
Wright.

Committee on Indian Afjarrs—Messrs. Shaw, Wllllamson
and Parker of Nacodoches.

Committcc on Judiciiry.—Messrs. Jack, Kaufmanand Webb.

Committec on Post Offices and Post Roads.—Messrs.: Par!ke:
of Fort Bend, Smith and Kaufman.

Commattee on Public Printing. —'\’Ieasrs. Hunter, Shaw and
Parker of Fort.Bend:

-

-~



11

Committce on Entrussed and Enrolled Bills.—Messrs. Patil-
lo, Parker of Nacogdoches and Parker of Fort Bend.

Committee on Claims and Accounts.—Messrs. Parker of Na-
cogdoches, Greer and Paiillo.

Committee on Privileges and Elections—Messrs. Lawrence,

Jack, and Webb.

The committee appointed to act in conjunction with the
comrmittee on the part of the House to inform His Excellency,
the President, of the orgamzation of both Houses, asked
leave of absence to perform that duty, which was granted.
Committee returned and reported that the Presiaent had in-
formed them that he would meet the two Houses of Congress
in the House of Representatives and deliver his message to
them at that place, at 3 o’clock, P. M.

On motion of Mr. Greer, Senate adjourned until half past
two o’clock, P. M. .

Harr-pasT TWo o’clock, P. M.

Senate met—roll called—no quorum. The Sergeant-at-
Arms was despatched after absent members—returned—and
a quorum .present. The roll of members by Districts being
called, the following Senator answered, presented his creden-
tials, took the oath and his seat, to-wit:

From the District of Sabine, .

Shelby and Harrison, E David 8. Kaufman.

* A message was received through Mr. Lott, from a commit-
tee on the partof the House, inviting the Senate to repair to
the House of Representatives at three o’clock, P. M., to hear
the President’s message.

Oun motion of Mr. Williamson, the Senate adjourned to the
House of Representatives.

The Senate having returned to the Senate Chamber, Mr.
Greer moved that two hundred and fifty copies of the Presi-
dent’s message be printed for the use of the Senate.

Mr. Williamson moved to amend by inserting two thousand
and fifty—motion lost.

The question -being taken on the original motion of Mr.
Greer, the same was carried.

. On.motion of Mr. Rugeley, the rules for the government of
the Senate at.the last session were adopted.

On motion of Mr. Rugeley, the Committee on Public Prin-
ting was instrugled to ascertain the prabable cost.of printing
fifty copies of the rules of the Qenate and report the same.
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On motion of Mr. Greer, the resolution of this House re-
quiring the Secretary to purchase six copies of the laws for
the use of the Senate was reconsidered, and the motion laid
on the table.

On motion of Mr. Greer, the Senate adjourned yntil ten
o’clock, to morrow morning.

TrURsDAY, December 14th, 1843,
10 o’clock, A. M,

Senate met—the roll of members being called the follow-
ing gentlemen answered to their names, to-wit: Mr. Greer,
Jack Kaufman, Lawrence, Parker of Fort Bend, Parker of
Nacoqdoches Patillo, Hunter, Rugeley, Shaw, Smith, Webb
and Williamson—quorum present—prayer by the Chaplain
—journals of the preceding day read and adopted.

The President announced that the Senate were in posses-
sion of the Report of the Secretary of the Treasury.

Mr. Jack moved that five hundred copies of said report be
printed—motion withdrawn by Mr. Jack, and on motion of
Mr. Lawrence. the same was referred to the Committee on
Finance.

Mr. Lawrence presented the memorial of Jesse Grimes,
and on motion, the same was referred to the Committee op
Privileges and Elections.

Mr. Greer, by leave, introduged a joint resolution “prowd-
ing for an amendment of the Constitution, and for the estab-
lishment of a separate Supreme Court”’—read first time.

Mr. Jack, by leave, introduced a bill to be entitled ¢‘an act
to make an appropriation for the payment of the salaries of
District Attorneys, for the year eighteen hundred and forty-
three’—read first time, and on motion of Mr. Jack, rule sus-
pended and bill read a second time, and referred to the Com-
mittee on Finance.

Mr. Jack, by leave, introduced a bill to be entitled ‘*an act
to relinquish the title of the Government to two lots in the
town of Quintana’—read first time.

Mr. Jack, by leave, introduced a bill to be entitled “an act
requiring the Executive and Heads of Departments to repair
to the Seat of Government”——read first time.

On imotion of Mr. Jack, the Senate adjourned: unhl‘ ten
o’clock, to-morrow morning.



FriDAY, December I5th, 1543, )
10 o'clock, A M. §

Senate met—roll of members being called, the tollowing
gentlemen answered to their names, to-wit: Mr. Greer, Huu-
ter, Parker of Fort Bend, Parker of Nacogdoches, Patillo,
Rugeley, Shaw, Smith, Webh and Willinmson—quorum
present—prayer by the Chaplain—the journals of the pre-
ceeding day were read and adopted,

The Committee on Finance, 1o which was referred a bill tn
be entitled *‘an act to make an appropriation for the payment
of District Attorneys for the year eighteen hundred and forty-
three,” through their Chairman, Mr. Greer, reported that they
had had the same under consideration, and recommend s
passage with the following amendments to-wit : strike out the
words *“fifteen hundred” and insert the words ““seventeen-
lrundred and fifty ;”° strike out the word ““six” and insert the
word **seven,” and

On motion of Mr. Webb, the said report was adopted, and
the bill ordered to be engrossed.

Mr. Patillo offered the following resolution, to-wit :

“ Resolved, That the President be requested to cause 10 be
laid before the Senate a statement of the claims (and the
amount) that may have been audited under the provisions of
an act euntitled *an act directing the auditing of the claims
for carrying the mail for the years one thousand eight hundred
and forty-one, and one thousand eight bundred and forty-
two,” and also an estimate of the amount that may probably
be due and unpaid, for and on account of mail transportation
for the year 1842,” and on motion the same was adopted.

Mr. Kaufman offered the following resolution, to-wit:

“Resolved, That the President be respectfully requested to
communicate to the Senate copies of such correspondence as
may have taken place between this Government and the Gov-
ernment of Great Britain, in relation to the claims of British
subjects to certain Empresario lands in Texas,” and

On motion of Mr. Hunter, the words *‘certain Empresario™
were stricken out, and the resolntion adopted.

Mr. Webb, by leave, introduced a bill to be entitled ¢“an act
requiring the Auditor to audit certain accounts therein:
named”’ —read first time.
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On nyWdion, the Senate proceeded to the
ORDERS OF THE DAY.

Joint Resolution providing for an amendment of the Con-
ativion aml for the establishment of a separate Supreme
Court”—read a second time, and

On motion of Mr Williamson, referred to the Co‘mmilee on
the Judiciary.

A bill to be entitled an act to reh—nqmsh the tule of the
Government te two lots in the town of Qumtana,”—mad a
second time, and,

‘On motion of Mr Parker of Fort Bend, referred to ghe'
Committee on the Judiciary.

“Bill to be entitled an act requiring the Executive and
Heads of Yepartments to repair to the Seat of Government.”
Read a second time, and,

On motion of Mr. Wllhamson, referred to the Commttlee
on the State of the Republic.

On motion of Mr. Webb, the Senate ad_yourned until to-
morrow, at 10 o’clock, A. M. .

—

SATURDAY, December 161b, 1843,
‘10 o’clock, A. M.

Senate met—roll of members being called, the followmg
gentlemen answered to their names, to-wit ; Messrs Greer,
anler, Kautman, Lawrence, Parker of Na.qogdoqhes, Pa-.
tillo, Rugeley, Shaw and Smith—no.quorum::. . The Sergeant-
at-Arms was despatched afier absent mmbemv—mtwmed
and a gquorum. present—prayer by the Chaplain-nthe jourpals
of the preceeding day were read and adopteds'; ... .

Mr. Patillo, CLairman of the Committee on Engrossed apd
Enurolled Bills, reported that the. Committee bad examined a
bill to be entitled an act making au appropriation for the pay-
ment of the salaries of District. -Attorneys for the ysar 1848,
and found the same correctly engrossed. - i “{ ¥

Mr. Wiliamson moved that Mr. Parker of Fott ‘Bend,be
added to the Committee ‘on theBtate of the: BRepublioy - Mr
Parker asked to be excused,and motion; wwbdsqw@by.m :
Williamson.
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The President then added Mr. Kaufman tothe Commiiice
on the State of the Republic.

A message, was received from the House of Represcutu-
tives, tnrough their Chiel Clerk, James H. Rayme md Lisqr.,
that the House had paszed a bill to be entitled *‘an act for the
relief of C'iplam John C. Hays and Company, also a bill to
be entitled ‘‘an act to change the name of the Seat of Justice
of Fannin County,” upon which bills the House had suspend-
ed the rules and requested a similar suspension on the part
of the Senate. Read first time.

Mr. Webb, by leave, introduced a bill to be entitled ¢ an
act to permit the administratrix of Neill Munn, deceased,-10
l\eep together the property of said deceased.” Read a first.
time.

On motion of Mr. Parker of Nacogdoches, the bill to be en-
titled ““an act for the relief of Capt. Jobn C. Hays and Com-
panv,” was read a second time and referred to the Conunittee
on Finance, with instruetions to report on Monday morning
next.

Mr. Kaufiman moved that the bill to be entitled “‘an act to
change the name of the Seat of Justice of Fannin County”
be read a second time—motion lost.  Mr. Parker of Nacog
dociies, moved the rules be suspended—motion lost.

M. Kaufman, by leave, introduced a bill to be entitled ““an
act to change in partthe times of holding the District Courts
in the fifth and seventh Judxcml Dlsmcta Read a first time.

Mr. Williamson moved a suspension of the rule—motion
lost.

The Senate then proceeded to the

ORDERS OF THE DAY.
A bill to be entitled “ an act to make an appropriation for
the payment of the salaries of District Attorneys for the year
1843,” Read a third time and passed.

A bill to be entilled ““ an act requiring the Auditor to audlt
certain accounts therein mentioned.” Read a second time
and referred to Committee on Post Offices and Post Roads.

On motion of Mr. Greer, the Senate adjourned until 10
.0’clock, Monday wmorning.



Mox~pay, Decamber 1Sth, 1543.
10 o’'clock A. M.

Senate met—the roll of members being called, the follow-
ing gentlemen auswered to their names, to wit: Messrs.
Greer, Lawrence, Parker of Fort Bend, Parker of Nacogdo-
chies, Patillo, Rugeley, Shaw, Smith, and Webb.

No quorum present, the Sergeant-at-Arms was despatched
afier absent members —retarned, and a quorum present.

Praver by the Chaplain.

‘I'he journals of the preceding day were read and adopted.

Mr. Greer. Chairman of the Committee on Finauce, re-
ported that the committee had examined a bill, 1o to be enti-
tled “ An Act for the relief of Captain John C. Hays and
company,” and recommend its passage. ’

Mr. Kaufman offered the tollowing resolntion, to wit :

“ Resolved, that His Excellency, the President, be respect-
fully requested to communicate to the Senate, the number of
contracts for colonization wade with different individuals,
under any laws now in force, authorizing the same; the
names of the individuals so contracting; the number of indi-
viduals said contractors are authorized to introduce; the
amount and locality of territory set apart for said contractors ;
whether the conditions of any, or all, of said contracts have
been punctually complied with; the number of families, or
individuals, already reported to the President, or Department
of State, to have been introduced by the respective con-
tractors; and whether said contractors have yet applied for,
or have been allowed any compensation for their services;”
and, - '

On motion of Mr. Webb, the same was adopted.

Mr. Webb, by leave, introduced a bill, to be entitled ¢ An
Act to reduce into one act, and to amend the several acts
relating to the establishment of a General Laund-office, ap-
proved 16th December, 1837.”” Read a first time.

Mr. Kaufman, by leave, introduced a bill, to be entitled
““An Act to provide for making certain documents evidence
in courts of justice, and for other purposes.” Read a first
time.

Mr. Jack, by leave, introducea a bill, to be entitled “ An-
Act to provide the manner by which non-resident married
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women may convey their property situated in this country.

Read a first time.
The Senate then proceeded to the

>
ORDERS OF THE DAY.

A bill, to be entitled *“ An Act to permit the Administratrix
of Neill Munun, dec'd, to keep together the property of said
dec’d.” Read a second time; and,

On motion of Mr. Webb, referred to the Committee on the
Judiciary, with the accompsanying documents.

A bill, to be entitled ¢ An Act to change the name of the
Seat of Justice of Fannin County.” Read a second time,
and, on motion of Mr. Webb, laid on the table.

A bill, to be entitled *“ An Act to change, in part, the times
of holding the district courts in the fifih and seventh Judicial
Districts.” Read a second time ; and,

On motion of Mr. Parker, of Nacogdoches, the same was
referred to a special commnittee.

Messrs. Parker of Nacogdoches, Kaufinan, and Patillo,
were appointed said committee.

A bill, to be entitled * An Act for the relief of Capt. John,
C. Hays, and company.” Read a second time, and,

On motion of Mr. Parker, of Fort Beund, rule suspended
and read by its caption; and,

Oa motion of Mr. Parker, of' Fort Bend, rule further sus-
pended, aund bill read a third time, and passed.

Mr. Jack presented the memorial of Samuel H. Walker;
and, on motion of Mr. Jack, the same was referred to the
Committee on Military Affairs.

Mr. Jack, by leave, presented a bill to be entided, ¢ An
Act to fix the place for the sessions of the Supreme Court.”
Read afirst time.

On motion of Mr. Parker, of Fort Bend, the Seonate ad-
Journed until 3 o’clock P. M.

Monpay, Dec. 18th, 1813, 3 o'clock P. M,

Senate met—roll of members called—no quorum.

The Sergeant-at-Arms was despatched after absent mem-
bers—returned, and a quorum present.

Mr. Kauf'man by leave, introduced “A Joint Resolution

C
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for the relief of the heirs of Nathaniel M. Kerr and Joseph

Kerr.” Read a first time.

Mr. Rugeley offered the following resolution, to wit:

* \VHEREAS, great excitement has, for some tlme, existed
upon the subject of negonations, said to be going on be-
tween the Government of Texas, and certain foreign pow-
ers, respecting the continuance of our sovereignty as a
nation ; and

**WHEREAS, it is confidently expected, by the people of Texas,
that the objectand intent of such negotiations (if any such
exist) will be submitted to their immediate representatives,
in congress assembled, before any final action shall be had
thereon; and

“WHEREAS, the Senate, in courtesy to the executive head of
the nation, has deferred making any direct call for iofor-
mation upon that subject, under the belief that the same
would be communicated, before any further steps would
be taken, in reference thereto; and

“WHEREAS, it is now understood that a special messenger has
been despatched, this morning, to the Government of the
United States, charged with important matters ccnnected
with said negotiations—the same being kept secret from lhe
Representatives of the people ; and

#WHEREAS, it is the special duty of the members of this
Congress, to enquire 1nto all matters in which their con-
stituents are supposed to be so deeply interested, and par-
ticularly in regard to those which have produced great ex-
citement in the public mind ; be it, therefore,

s Resolved, That the President be requested to recall said
special messenger, and delay his departure, until the matters
to be commumcated through him, shall have been made
known to this Cdngrese, and cuch action shall be had thereon,
as shall be deemed advisable:” and,

On motion of Mr. Jack, the said resolution was adopted

The ayes and noes being called for, stood as follows:

Ayes—Dessrs. Jack, Hunter, Rugeley, Shaw, Smith and
Webb—a6.

Noes— Messrs. Greer, Kaufman, Lawrence, Parker of Fort
Bend, Parker of Nacogdoches, and Pattillo—é6.

There being a tie, the President voted for the adoption of
the Resolution.

A message was received, in writing, from His Excellency
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the President, through his private secretary, William D. Mil-
ler, Esq., in answer to a resolution of this House, calling on
him for information, relative to the claims of British subjects
to_lands in Texas, and,

Oun motion of Mr. Jack, the same was referred, with the ac-
companying documents, to the Committee on Foteign Rela-
tions.

On motion of Mr. Smith, the Senate adjourned until 10
o'clock to-morrow morning.

Tuespay, December 19th, 1843.
10 o’clock, A. M.

Senate met roll of members being called, the following gen-
. tlemen answered to their names, to wit: Messrs. Jack, Hun-
ter, Parker of Nacogdoches, Pattillo, Rugeley, Shaw, Smith and
Webb. '

No [quoram—the Sergeant-at-Arms was despatched af-
ter absent members—-returned, and a quorum present.

Prayer by the Chaplain.

The journals of the preceding day were read and adopted.

Mr. Webb presented the petition of Jonathan lkin, and
" On motion ot Mr. Greer, the same was referred to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary.

Mr. Parker, of Nacogdoches, presented the memorial of the
citizens at and near the Three Forks of Trinity, and

Moved its reference to the Committee on Public Lands.

Meotion earried- _

The Committee on the Judiciary, to which was referred a
bill to' be entitled : “An Act to permit the Administratrix of
Neill Munhn, deceased, to keep together the property of said de-
ceased, through'Mr. Jack,” '

Their Chairman reported that they had had he same under
consideration, ard ré¢ommended its passage.

'Report ordered to lay upon the table one day.

Mr. Jack, moved that a select:committee be appointed to sub-
mit to the Senate, Tules for their government.

Motion carried, and

Messrs. Greer, Jack and Parker of Nacogdoches, were ap-
pointéd’ said Committee. '

Mr. Jack, by leave, introduced a bill, to be entitled : “An
Act to fix the currency in which fines and forfeitures shall be
recoveréd.” Read afirst time.
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Mr. Kaufmnn,. by leave, introduced a hill, to be entitled : «Ar
Act to repeal all laws now in force, authorizing the President
to form Colonization Contracts, and to forfeit such as have al-
ready been made, where the conditions have not teen strictly
complied with.” Read a first time.

Mr. Jack, by leave, introduced a bill, to be entitled : #“An Act
to change the times of holding the Courts in the first judicial
District. Read a first time.

Mr. Parker, of Nacogdoches, offered the following resolution,
to wit:

“Resolved, that the Committee on printing, on the part of
the Senate, act in conjunction with a like Committee on the
part of the House, to contract for the printing of the Laws
and Journals, at as early a day as practicable.” .

Which resolution was adopted. '

Mr. Kaufman, offered the following resolution, to wit:

"« Resolved, that the President be respectfully requested to
communicate to the Senate, the resolution of the Bremen Sen-
ate, and the correspondence with said Government alluded to
in his late message to both Houses of Congress.”

Which resolution was adopted.

On motion of Mr. Jack, the Senate proceeded to the

ORDERS OF THE DAY.

A bill to-be entitled : “An Actto permit the Administratrix of
Neill Munn, deceased, to keep together the property of said de-
ceased.”

Read a second time, and upon the suggestion of Mr., Jack,
the same was amended so as to require the Administratrix to
give bond and security for the faithful settlement with the heirs
of said deceased, and the bill as amended read—and

On motion of Mr. Webb, ordered to be engrossed.

A bill to be entitled : «An. Act to reduce into one Act and to
amend the several Acts, in relation to the establishment of a
General Land Office, approved December 16th, 1837.” Read

a second time, and
On motion of Mr. Webb, the same was ordered to be engross-

ed.
A bill to be entitled : “An Act to fix the place for the sessions:

of the Supreme Court.”
Read a second time—and _
On motion of Mr. Greer, the same was referred to the Com-

mittee on the State of the Republic.
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A bill to be entitled: “An Act for making cortatn dectinon:s
evidence in Courts of Justice, and for other purpeses.  Head w
second time—and

On motion of Mr. Greer, referred to the Commn:ittee on the
Judiciary.

A joint resolution for the relief of the heirs of Nathaniel M.
Kerr and Joseph Kerr. Read a second time—and

On motion of Mr. Kaufman, laid on the table. _

A bill to be entitled : *“An Act to provide the manner by
which non-resident married women may convey their property
situated in this country.” Read a second time, and

On motion of Mr Jack, referred to the Committee on the
Judiciary.

On motion of Mr. Webb, the Senate adjourned until 10
o'clock, to-morrow morning.

Web~xespay, December 20th, 1843.
10 o’elock, A. M.

Senate met—roll of members being called, the following gen-
tlemen answered to their names, to wit: Messrs. Greer, Jack,
Hunter, Lawrence, Parker of Fort Bend, Parker of Nacogdo-
ches, Rugeley, Shaw, Smith and Williamson—querum present
—prayer by the Chaplain—the journals of the preceding day
were read and adopted. :

Mr. Greer, Chairman of the Select Committee appointed to
revise the rules for the government of the Senate, reported that
the Committee had had the same under consideration, and ask
leave to return the same with amendments—and recommend,
that, one hundred and fifty copies be printed for the use of the
Senate. '

On motion of Mr. Jack, the said Committee were instructed
to act in conjunction with a like Committee on the part of the
House of Representatives, for the revision of the jeint rules of
both Houses.

Mr. Pattillo, Chairman of the Committee on Engrossed and
Enrolled bills, reported that the Committee had examined =a
bill to be entitled : “An Act to permit the Administratrix of
Neill Munn, deceased, to <eep together the property of said de-
ceased,” also—a bill to be entitled : “An Act to amend an act
to reduce into one act and to amend the several acts relating to
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the establishment of a Geueral Land Office, approved 16th De.
cember, 1837,” and find the same correctly engrossed.

Mr. Jack by leave, introduced a bill, to be entitled “An Act
to authorize Administrators, Executors or Guardians to pur-
chase property for the collection of debts in certain cases.—
Read a first time.

0. motion of Mr. Kaufman, “a Jomt‘Resolunon for the re-
lef of the heirs of Nathaniel N[ Kerr and Joseph Kerr, was ta-
ken up and referred to the Committee on Public Lands.

On motion of Mr. Parker of Nacogdoches,, the Senate pro-
cceded to the

ORDERS OF THE DAY.

A bill to fix the currency in which fines and forfeitures shalk
be collected. Read a second time.

Mr. Lawrence, moved its reference to the Committee on Fi-
nance—motion lost—and

On motion of Mr. Greer, the same was referred to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary.

A bill to be entitled: “An Act to repeal all laws now in force,.
authorizing the President to form Colonization Contracts, and
to forfeit such as have already been made where the conditions
have not been strictly complied with.”

On motion of Mr. Jack, the same was read by its caption, and
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary.

A bill to be entitled : “An Act to change the times of hold-
ing Courts in the first judicial District.” "Read a second time,
and

On motion of Mr. Jack, referred to a select Committee,

Messrs. Parker, of Fort Bend, Rugeley and Lawrence were
appointed said Committee.

A bill to be entitled : “An Actto permit the Administratrix
of Neill Munn, deceased, to keep together the property of said
deceased.” Read a third time and passed.

A billto be entitled : ¢“An Act to amend an act to reduce into
one act, and to amend the several acts relating to the establish-
ment of a General Land Office, approved 16th December,
1837.” Read a third time.

The ayes and noes upon the final passage of the Bill being .
called for stood thus:

Ayes—Messrs. Jack, Hunter, Rugeley, Shaw and Smith—5.

Noes—Messrs Greer, Kaufman, Lawrence, Parker of Fort
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Bend, Parker of Nacogdoches, Pattillo, Webb aud Wilhamson
--8.

Mr. Webb, gave notice, that he should on to-morrow move
for a reconsideration of the vote this day taken upon the final
passage of said bill.

A message was received in writing from his Excellency the
President, through his private Secretary, William D. Miller,
presenting two several communications, one of which was mark-
ed “Secret.”

Mr. Jack, offered the following resolution, to wit:

Resolved, that the President be requested to lay before the
Senate a statement from each of the heads of Department, in-
cluding also, the Land Office, showing the manner 1 which
the contingent fund for each Department has been expended,
and giving a minute detail of the several sums expended, the
names of the persons to whom money has been paid, and the
.object for which said funds may have been expended,” and

On motion of Mr. Greer, the same was ordered to lay upon
the table one day.

Mr. Parlker, of Nacogdoches, moved thereading of the open
communication from the Executive—motion carried.

A message was received from the House of Representatives
through their Chief Clerk, Mr. James H. Raymond, that the
House had passed a Bill to be entitled: “An Act to legitama-
tize certain children therein named. Read a first time—also a
resolution marked “Secret.”

On motion of Mr. Pattillo, the communication from the Ex-
ecutive in answer to a Resolution of this House, requesting him
to lay before the Senate a statement of the claims and the
amount that may have been audited under the, provisions of an
act, entitled: “An act directing the auditing of the claims for
carrying the mail, &c.,” was referred to the Committee on Post
Offices and Post Roads.

On motion of Mr. Parker, of Nacogdoches, the Senate went
into Seeret Session.

The doors being opened

On motion of Mr. Greer, the bill to be entitled : “An act to
change the name of the county seat of Fannin County” was ta-
ken up—read a second time.

Mr. Greer, moved that the bill pass to its third reading—mo-
tion carried.

On motion of Mr. Greer, the Senate adjourned until to-mor-
row morning, 10 o’clock.
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Trurspay, December 21st, 1843, ¢
10 o’clock A. M. §

Senate met—the roll of Members being called, the following
gentlemen answered to their names, to wit. Messis, Greer
Jack, Kaufman, Lawrence, and Rugeley,

No quor um——the Serrreant at-Arms was deepatched after ab-
sent nwmhels——louuned and a quoram present.

Prayer by the (‘haphm

The journals of the preceding duy were read and adopted.

Mr. Kaufman presented the memorial of sundry citizens of
Harrison county, and oved its reference to the Committee on
Public Lands.  Motion carried.

The Committee on the Judiciary, to which was referred a
bill, to be entitled « An Act to repeal all Jaws now in force, au-,
thorizing the Presideunt to form colonization contracts, aund to
forfeit such as have already been made, where the conditious
have not been strictly complied with,” through their chairman,
Mr. Jack, ask leave to report the same back to the Senate, with-
oant amendment, and recommend its passage; also,.

A bill, to be entitled “An Act to fix the currency in which
fines and fotfeitures shall be recovered,” with the following
amendments, to wit: after the word “Repubhc, in section 1st,
insert “or President of the same ;” and 1n same section, after
the words “ or gold or silver,” insert the words “or exchequer
bills ;" also,

A blll to be entitled “An Act to provide the manner by
which non-resident married women may convey their property
situated in this country,” with the following amendments, to
wit: amend caption by adding—+and for other purposes. Add
this section—

“Sec. 2. Any bond, deed, power of attorney, or other in-
strument of writing, exeuxtvd in any foreign country, in ecither
of the modes provided in the first section of this act, shall be
admitted to record, and may be read in evidence in any suit,
without any further proof: provided, that where such deed, or
other instrument of writing, as contemplated by the ﬁrst or
second section of this act, is offered in evidence, if the adverse
party shall make oath that he believes it to be a forgery, then
the proof shall be made according to the common law, princi-
ples of ev1dence and this act shall take effect from and after
Its passage.” '

The Committee on the State of the Republic, to which was.
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referred a bill, to be entitled “An Act to fix the place for the
sessions of the Supreme Court,” through Mr. Rugeley, their
chairman, ask lcave to report the same back to the Senate,
without amendments, and recornmend its passage.

The Setect Committee, to which was referred a bill to be en-
titled *“ An Act to change, in part, the times of holding the dis-
trict courts in the fifth and seventh Judicial Districts,” through
Mr. Parker, of Nacogdoches, their chairman, ask leave to report
the same back to the Senate, with the following amendments,
to wit: In section 1., where the word “Sabine” occurs, strike
out the same, and insert “Jasper;’ and where Jasper occurs,
strike out the same, and insert ¢ Sabine.”

In section 1., strike out “one week,” as the time of holding
the Shelby Court, and insert “two weeks.” In same section,
strike out ‘‘two weeks,” as the time of holding the Nacogdo-
ches Court, and insert “three weeks;” and in same’ section,
strike out all after the word ¢« Houston,” and insert “on the first
Mondays after the fourth Mondays in May and November, and
may continue their sessions until the business is disposed of,”
and recommend its passage. .

Mr. Parker, of Fort Bend, chairman of the Select Committee,
to which was referred a bill, to be entitled “ An Act to change
the times of holding courts in the first Judicial District,” re-
ported the same back to the Senate, without amendments, and
recommend its passage.

Mr. Jack presented the following resolution, to wii:

“ Resolved, That His Excellency, the President, be requested
to lay before the Senate, a statement, in detail, of the manner
in which the appropriation for Indian purposes, of the sum of
ten thousand dollars, approved 6th January, 1843, has been
expended ; setting forth, minutely, the names of the persons to
whom money has been paid, the amount of the same, and the
purposes of each payment;” which was adopted.

Mr., Parker, of Nacogdoches, by leave, introduced a bill, to be
entitled “ An Act for the relief of G. W. Miller.” Read a first
time,

On motion of Mr. Sinith, the Senate proceeded to the

ORDERS OF THE DAY.

A bill, to be entitled « An Act to change, in part, the times of
holding the district courts in the fifth and seventh Judicial Dis-
tricts.” Read a second time, and the amendments reported by
the committee adopted ; and,

D
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. Oun motion of Mr. Greer, the bill was laid upon the table.

A bill, to be entitled ““ An Act to change the times of holding
the courts in the first Judicial District”” Read a second time;
and, on motion of Mr. Jack, ordered to be engrossed.

A bill, to be entitled “ An Act to fix the place for the sessions
of the Supreme Court.” Read a second time; and,

On motion of Mr. Williamson, laid upon the table until the
twenty-sixth of the present moxth.

A bill, to be entitled «“ An Act to change the name of the seat
of justice of Fannin County.” Read a third time, and passed.

A message was received from the Executive, through his
Private Secretary, Wm, D. Miller, in answer to a resolution of
the Senate, requesting him to recall the messenger, &c.,
adopted 18th December, 1843.

Mr. Jack moved the-adoption of the resolution offered on yes-
terday, requesting the President to cause to be laid before the
Senate, a statement {from each of the heads of departments, in-
cluding the General Land-office,” &c. Motion carried.

“A Bill to legitamatize certain children therein named.”—
Read a second time; and,

On motion of Mr. Parker, of Nacogdoches, referred to the
Committee on the State of the Republic.

A message was received from the House of Representatives,
through their Chief Clerk, Mr. James H. Raymond, that the
House had passed a bill to be entitled “ An Act to provide for an
extra term of the District Court for the county of Harris;” also,

“A Joint Resolution, transferring a certain appropriation
therein named.”

A bill, to be entitled “An Act to provide the manner by
which non-resident married women may convey their property
situated in this country.” Read a second time, with the amend-
ments; and,

On motion of Mr. Lawrence, re-committed to a select com-
mittee. Messrs. Lawrence, Rugeley, and Williamson, were ap-
poirted said conunittee,

A bill, to be entitled ¢ An Act to fix the currency in which
fines and forfeituves shall be recovered.” Read second time,
with the amendments, and the amendments adopted, and the
bill ordered to be cngrossed.

A message was received from the House of Representatives,
through their Chief Clerk, Mr. James H. Raymond, informing
the Senate, that the House had appointed Messrs. Cazneau,
Darnell, and Hogy, a select committee, to act in conjunction
with a like committec on the part of the Senate, for the revision
of the joint rules of both houses.
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A bill; to be entitled “ An Act to repeal all laws, now 1n force,
athorizing the President to form colonization contracts, and to
forfeit such as have already been made, where the conditions
have not been strictly complied with ;” and,

Oun motion of Mr. Greer, the same was re-committed to the
Committee on the Judiciary.

A bill, to be entitled “Aun Act to authorize administrators,
executors, or guardians, to purchase property for the collection
of debts, in certain cases.” Read a second time, and,

On motion of Mr. Williamson, referred to the Committee on
the Judiciary. ~

On motion of Mr. Lawrence, a bill, to be entitled “ An Act to
provide for an extra session of the District Court for the county
of Harris,” was taken up, and read a first time.

Mr. Williamson presented the account of Joseph P. Lynch,
and, on motion, the same was referred to the Committee on
Claims aud Accounts.

On motion of Mr. Parker, of Nacogdoches, the communica-
tion from His Excellency, the President, was read, and,

On motion of Mr. Jack, the same was referred to a select
committee. Messrs. Jack, Williamson and Lawrence, were
appointed said committee.

Mr. Jack offered the following resolution :

“Resolved, That His Excellency, the President, be requested
to furnish to the Senate, a minute statement of the disposition
which has been made of the nine thousand dollars, (being a
part of the twenty thousand dollar appropropriation, for the
protection of the frontier for the year 1842,) which, by the re-
port of the Seeretary of the Treasury to the preceding Senate,
appears to have been drawn by His Excellency, on the 20th
of December, 1842, to pay ountstanding liabilities for Indian
purposes, supplies furnished, &ec.

, b?q motion of Mr. Kaufman, the resolution was laid on the
table. '

Mr. Parker, of Nacogdoches, by leave, introduced a bill, to
be entitled «“An Act for the relief of G. W. Miller.” Read
first time.

On' motion of Mr. Lawrence, the Senate adjourned until
3 o’clock P. M.

THREE 0’CLOCK P. M.
Senate met—roll called—quorum present,
 On motion of Mr. Jack, the resolution requesting the Presi-
dent to furnish the Senate with a statement of the disposition
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made of the $9,000, &c., being part of the $20,000 appropria-
tion for the protection of the frontier for the year 1842, &c.,
was taken up, and adopted.

A bill, transferring a certain appropriation therein named.
was taken up, read a first time, and,

On motion of Mr. Kaufman, rule suspended, read second
time, and referred to the Committee on Finance, with instruc-
tions to report in the morning.

Mr. Rugeley, by leave, introduced a bill, to be entitled « An
Act requiring all persons to recoxd their tltles within a given
time.” Read a first time.

Mr. Smith, from the Committee on Public Lands, made the
following report :

ComMmiTTEE-RoomM, 21st Dec., 1843.

“To the President of the Senate:

«'The Committee on Public Lands, to whem was referred a
joint resolution for the relief of the heirs of Nathaniel M. Kerr
and Joseph Kerr, deceased, have had the same under conside-
ration, and instructed me to report—that the committee are in-
formed, that letters of administration have been extended on
the estates of the deceased persons referred to in the resolution;
and that the head-right claims, as therein alluded to, have been
proven up, and received by the administrator ; wherefore, the
resolution is reported back to the Senate, and it is recommended
that the same be indefinitely postponed.

«JOHN W. SMITH, Chairman.”

Report adopted.

Mr. Smith, from the Committee on Public Lands, aIso made
the followmg report :

“CommitTTEE-Roon, 21st Dec., 1843.

“To the President of the Senate:

“'The Committee on Public Lands, to whom was reterred
a petition from sundry citizens who have settled at or near
the Three Forks of the Trinity River, have had the same un-
der consideration, and instructed me to report——thatthe claims
of the petitioners, as embraced in their petition, are similar to
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titat of hundreds of the citizens of this Republic, and, tl.érefore,
Tecomwﬂeud th.\t the same be indefinitely postpaned.

«JOHN W. SMITH, Chairman.”
Repoft adopted.

"‘On'motion of Mr. Jack, the Senate &d‘Jo'rrnvd antil 10 o'cleck
{0-MOFrOW MoFi tte.

T Frinay, December 22d, 1843, )
e 10 &clhc koA M. g

o B

“Benate met—-roﬁ of mémbers bemrr C‘l“cd the following gen-
tlemen answered to theit names, to wit : Mesvrs Greer, Jack
Liawrence, Parker of Fort Bend;, Pattillo, Rugeley, Shaw,
Smith, Webb and Williamson—quorumx present—prayer by
the Chaplain—the journals of the preceding ddy were read
and adopted.

.The Committee on Engrossed and Entolled bills, through
“Mr. Pattillo their Chairman, reported, that they had examined
- bilt tobe entitled ¢ «An act to fix the currercy in which fines
and ‘forfeititres shall be recovered,” also, a bill to be entitled :
“An act to éﬁdhge the times of hoidmg the Courts in the first
Judlclal District,” and fird the same correctly engrossed.

' Mr.“Greer,) Chairman of the Committee on Finance, to
which was referred a bill, to be entitled: “An-act transferrmga
cextait apﬁropnatlon therem natned » reported the same back
to the Senate for its acpm '

- MIF-¥acl, Chairman ' of ihe Comnhittee dn the Judlcxary, to
whlch was referred a bill, to be entitled: “An act to authorize
+gdministrators; éxecytors Or ‘ghdrdjang to purchase property

fot-fhe collection of debts ift tortain ‘cases,” repotiéd the same
back to the Senate, with the followmg amendments, to wit’:

~After the word offeritig® in” dth' line 'from bottom, in-
ettt following : «Provided ‘that no bid shall have been
made by any other person sufficiently high to make a sale un-
der ‘the forn r*e:hstmﬂztws » ant recotnmend its passage.
 Mr. R le Charmmu of the Comnnittee on the State of the
Repmbliél vz’hlch ‘was referred a bill, to be entitled: “An act
e§§tamaume certain children therem named,” repdrted ‘the
withiotit' Amendment,and récomimend its passage.
Mr‘ Jadk, offered the foﬂowmg resolution, to wit :
“Resolved That a select Committee be appointed to inquire
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what. misber of Officers may be dispensed with in the various
Departiments, withont prejudice to the public service, and what
wnount of money may be saved to the Nation by a reduction
of the nuaver of officers, and the said committee report by
13\t or otherwis+.” Resolution adopted, and

Messrs. Jack, Greer and Smith appointed said committee. *

Mr. Smith, by leave, introduced «a bill to be entitled : “An
nct to reorganize the District Courts in the fourth judicial Dis-
trict.” Read alirst time.

Mr. Greer, by leave, introduced a bill, to be entitled : “An
act mking appropriations for the support of the Government,
the year one thousand eight hundred and forty four.”

Mr. Sm.th, Chairman of the Committee on Public Lands; to
wilch was referred the memorial of sundry citizens of Harri-
son County, reported the same back to the Senate, accompanied
by a joint Resolution for the relief of Thomas Bristow, and
recommend its passag-.

On motion of Mr. Parker of Nacogdoches, the Senate pro-

ceeded to the
ORDERS OF THE DAY.

A Bi!l to be entitled : “An act to legitamatize certain children
thereinnamed,” readasecond tiine and passed to its third reading.

A joint resolution transferring a certain appropriaticn there--
in named,” read second time and on motion of Mr. Jack, rule
suspended and read a third time and passed.

The ayes and noes being called for on the final passage of the
Bill, stood thus:

Ayes, Messrs. Kaufman, I.awrence, Parker of Nacogdoches,
Rugeley, Shaw, Smith, Webb and Williamson—8.

Noes, Messrs. Greer, Jack, Hunter, Parker of Fort Bend and
Pattillo—5.

A Bill to be entitled . “An act to provide for an extra term
of the District Court in the County of Harris”—read a second
time, and

On motion of Mr. Lawrence, referred to a select committee.

Messrs. Lawrence, Williamson and Rugeley were appointed
said committee.

A Bill to fix the currency in which fines and forfeltures
shall be recovered”—read a third time, and

On motion of Mr. Jack, recommitted to the Committee on the
Judiciary. _

A Bill to be entitled : “An act to change the times of holdmﬁ
the Courts in the first judicial District”—read 8 thnrd time an
passed.
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A message was received from his Excellency the President,
through his private Secretary W. D. Miller, continuing two
several communications, one of which was marked «Secret.”

A Bill to be entitled: “An act to anthor ze administrators,
executors or guardians to purchase property for the payment of
debts in certain cases,” with the amendments as reported by the
committee—read and adopted, and the bill ordered to e cn-
grossed.

A Bill to be entitled : “An act for the relief of G. W. Miller,”

On motion of Mr. Parker, of Nacogdoches, read by its cap-
tion and referred to the Committee on Public Lands.

- A Bill to be entitled : An act requiring ull persons to record
their titles within a given time”—read a sccond time, aud

On motion of Mr. Rugeley, referred to the Commitiec on the
Judiciary.

A joint resolution for the relief of Thomas Bristow—-read a
first time.

Mr. Jack, moved the reference of the open communication
from His Excellency, to the Comrmttee on Foreign Relations,
motion carried.

On motion of Mr. Greer, the Senate went into secret session

T'1e doors being opened—

On motion of Mr. Rugeley, the Senate adjourned until to-
moyrow morning 10 o’clock.

Saturpay, December, 23d, 1843. 2
10 o’clock, A. M.

Senate met—the roll of members being called, the following
gentlemen answered to their names, to wit: Messrs. Greer, Jack,
Kaufman, Lawrence, Parker, of Nacogdoches, Pattillo, Ruge-
ley, Shaw, Smith, Webb and Williamson--quorum present.

Prayer by the Chaplain, the journals of the preceding day
were read and adopted.

The Committee on Engrossed and Enrolled bills, through
Mr. Pattillo, their Chairman, reported, that they had examined
a Billto be entitled : “An act to authorize administrators, exe-
cutors or guardians, to purchase property for the collection of
debts in certain cases,” and find the same correctly engrossed.

Mr. Parker, of Nacogdoches, Chairman of the Committee on
Claims and Accounts, to which was referred the account of
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Joseph P. Liynely, roporled, the same back to the Seuate, and
recommend that it be referred to the Judiciary Committee,

The Judiciare Commniittee, throngh Mr, Jack, their Chair-
ma, to which was referred a bill, to be entitled : ¢An act to
repeal all laws now in torce, authorizing tire President to form
Colenization Contracts, and to forfeit such as have already been
made, where the conditions have not been strictly complied
with,” reporied the samie bacli to the Senate, with the follow-
ing amendments, to wit: “add—

Sic. 5. Be it furtiier enacted, that it shall be the duty of the
President, wheuever he ascertains that any of the Colottization
Coutracts hereiolore made have been forfeited by a failure to
comly with all their provisions on the part of the Coutractors,
to issue his Proclamation to that effect immediately —change
words “Sxe. 537 to “Sue, 6.7 —-also

A Bill o be entitled : ¢An act to fix the currencey, in which
fines and forfeitures shail be recovered” with the illowing
amendments, to wit : add to Sec. 1st. “any law to the contrary
notwithstanding, and that this act shall take effect from and af-
ter its passage,” strike out “Sec. 2nd” and recommend their
passage.

Mr. Lawrence, Chairman of the Select Committee, to which
was referred a Bill, to be entitled : “An act to provide for an
Extra term of the District Court for the County of Harris,”
reported the same back to the Senate, with the following a-
mendment, and recommend its passage,towit: “Strike out the
word “second” where it occurs, and insert the werd “third.”

Mr. Jack, offered the following resolution, to wit:

“ Resdlved, that His Excellency the President, be requested
to lay before the Senate, copies of any correspondenceSZetween
this Government and Her? Brittanic majesty’s repre ntative
near this Government, touching the Armistice between Texas
and Mexico, also, copies of any correspondence between this
Government and Mexico, or any of the officers of the same,
and also, copies of the instructions which were given to
Messrs. Williams and Hockley, Commissioners on the part of
our Government to Mexico, adopted.

Mkr. Pattillo, offered the following resolution, to wit :

“ Resolved, that the Commissioner of the General Land Of-
fice, be required to furnish to the Senate, a copy of the annual
report of the General Land Office, for the year eighteen hun-
dred and forty three,” adopted. '

On motion of Mr, Kaufman, the Senate proceeded to the
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A Bill to be entitled : “An act authorizing administrators,
sexecutors or gnardians to purchase property Tor the collection
of debts in certain cases,” read a third time and passed.

A bill to be entitled : “An act to legitamatize certain children
therein named,” read a third time and passed.

A Bill to be entitled : “An act making an appropriation for
the support of the Government, for the year one thousand
eight hundred and forty-four.” Read a second time, and

On motion of Mr. Jack, referred to the Comumittee o
Finance. :

A Bill to be eutn]ed “An act reorganzing the fourth judi-
“cial Distriet,” read a second time, and

On motion of Mr. Smith, referred to a select Committce.

Messrs. Smith, Webb and Hunter, were appointed said Com-
mittee.

A joint R(.soluuon for the relief of Thomas Bristow,” rcad a
second time, and

On motion of Mr. Greer, ordered to be engrossed.

A Bill to be entitled : “An act to fix the currency, in which
fines and forfeitures shall be recovered,” read a second time as
amended.

"Mr. Parker, of Nacogdoches, proposed the following amend-
ment, to wit : insert after “gold or silver” wherever it occurs
“or ev'hequer bills.” Amendment rejected and bill ordered to
be reengrossed.

A Bill to be entitled : “An act to provide for an Extra term
of the District Court for the County of Harris,” read a second
time as amended, and passed to its third rendmo

A Bill to be eutitled : “An act to repeal ali laws now in force
authorizing the President to form Colonization Contracts, and!
to torfeit such as have already been made, where the conditions
have not been strictly complied with,” read a second time, as
amended, and ordered to be Pnorossed

Mr. Shaw, offered the followmrr resolution, to wit:

«Resolved, by the Senate, that His Excellency the President
be respe_ctfully requested, to tay before this body, in such form
and manner as he may see proper to adopt, so much of the
correspondence, had with Great Britain and the United States,
with this Government, since the adjournment of last Congress,
as he, in his Jndomcur may deem advisable for the future in-
terest and prosperity of this hepnbuc,” adopted.

Mr. Jack, moved that the Secretary be instructed to contract

E
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for 15 °copies of the National Vindicator, weekly, for the use of
the Senate,

Mr. Williamson, moved to amend by inserting twentv five
eopies.

Mr. Jack, withdrew his motion, and

On motion of Mr. Kaufman, the Secretary was instructed to
procure thirty copies weekly, for the use of the Senate.

A message {rom: His Excellency the President, through bis
private Segretary W. D. Miller, ‘was read on motlon of Mr, Jack,
and laid on the table.

On motion of Mr. Greer, the Senate adjoumed until 3 0 clock
on Tuesday next, P. M.

Tuespay, December 26ti:, 1843, {
3 o’clock p. m.

Senate met—in the absence of the President, Mr. Jack called
the same to order.

'The roll of members being called, the following gentlemen
answered to their names, to wit: Messs. Greer, Hunter Kauf-
man, Parker of Nacogdoches, Pattillo, Shaw, Smith and- Wil-
liamson.

No quorum—the Sergeant-at-Arms was despatched after
absent members—retumed and a quorum present.

Prayer by the Chaplain.

The journals of the preceding day were read and adopted.

The Senate then proceeded to the election of a Presxdent
]no tempore.

Mr., Parker, of Nacogdoches, nominated Mr. G‘eer _

There bcmo no other nomination, Mr. Greer was ‘detlared
duly and cons stitationally clected President of the Senate, pro
e pore.

A message was received from the House of Representatives,
through their Chisf Clerk, Mr. James H. Raymond, that the
House had passed the followmn bills, to wit:

A bill, to be entitled ¢ An Act for the relief of ’I‘homas S.
Doss.”

A bill, to he euiitled © An Act, supplementary {o an: act eﬁ
titled ¢ Au Act creating the county of Rusk.””

A bill, to Le entitled  An Act ,supplementary to ¢ An Aét to
decmmte the southern boundary of Lamnar county, }md for
other purposcs,’ approved December 26th, 1842
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A bill, to be entitled ~ An Act requiring the Exccutive and
ITleads of Departments to return to the Seat of Government.”

“A joint resolution, granting the Hon. Richard Morris, Judge
of the first Judicial District, leave of absence, until the 1.t Mon-
day in March next;” upou which resolution. the IHouse had
suspended all rules, and rcquest a similar suspension on the
part of the Senate. ‘ ‘

Mr. Jack moved that the Senate tauke up said joint Resolu-
tion. Carried—read a first time.

On motion of Mr. Jack, rule suspended, read a second time,
bill passed to its third reading; and, on motion, the rule waxs
Ciether suspended, bill read a third ume, and passed.

On motion of Mr. Wehb, the Senale adjourned until Thurs-
day evening, 3 a'clock.

Tuurspay, Dec, 25th, 1813, )
3o'clock p.m.

Senate met ;—the roll of members being called, the following
gentlemen answered to their names, to wit :

Messrs. Greer, Jack, Hunter, Kaufman, Parker of Fort Bend,
Parker of Nacogdoches, Pattillo, Rugeley, Smith, Webb and
Williamson—quorum preseut.

Prayer by the Chaplamn.

The journals of the preceding day were read and adopted.

Mr. Smith, chairman of the Select Committee, to which was
referred a bill, to be entitled “ An Act to re-organize the Dis-
trict Courts in the fourth Judicial District,” reported a substi-
tute for the same, to be entitled “An Act to re-organize the
District Courts in the fourth Judicial District,” and recom-
mend its passage.

Mr. Pattillo, chairman of the Commitice on Engrossed and
Enrolled Bills, reported that the committee had examined a bill
to be entitled “ An Act to fix the currency in which fines and
forfeitures shall he recovered;” also, a bill, to be entitled «“ An
Act to repaal all Jaws, now in force, authorizing the President
to form colonization coutracts, and to forleit such as have al-
ready been made, where the conditions have uot been strictly
complied with ; also « A Joint Resolution for the relief of Tho-
mas Bristow,” and find the saine correctly engrossed.



36

Mr. Webb, by leave, introduced a bill, to be entitled « Au’
Act to revive, in part, the duties on imposts, imposed by an
act entitled ¢An Act altering the several acts to raise a public
revenue by impost dnties,” approved 5th February, 1840.”—
Read a first time, and,

On motion of Mr. Webb, rule suspended, and read a second
time,

On further motion of Mr. Webb, rule further suspended, and
read a third time, and passed.

The ayes and noes, on the final passage of the bill, being
called for, stood thus: :

Ayes—Messrs. Greer, Jack, Hunter, Kaufman, Parker ot
Nacogdoches, Pattillo, Rugeley, Shaw, Smith and Webb—10.
Noes—Messrs. Parker ot Fort Bend, and Williamson---2.

Mr. Jack, by leave, introduced a bill, to be entitled « An Act
to prevent the retailing of spirituous liquors in quantities less
than a quart.” Read a first time.

Mr. Parker, of Fort Bend, moved a suspension of the rule.

‘The ayes and noes, upon the motion, being called for, stood
thus:

Ayes---Messrs. Parker of Fort Bend, Rugeley, Shaw and
Williamson---4.

Noes—Messrs. Greer, Jack, Hunter, Kaufman, Parker of
Nacogdoches, Pattillo, Smith and Webb—S8.

The motion was lost.

Mr. Kaufan offered the following resolution, to wit: -«

“ Resolved, by the Senate, That, with the consent of the
House of Representatives, the two Houses of Congress ad-
journ sine die, on Monday the twenty-second day of Jan-
uary next.”;

Mr. Jack offered to amend, by inserting ¢ fifteenth” 1nstead
of “twenty-second.” Amendment accepted.

Mr. Williamson moved the Reselution lie on the table.—
Motion lost, and,

On motion of Mr. Greer, the same was laid on the table un-
til to-morrow.

Mr. Williamson, by leave, introduced a bill to be entitled
«“An Act declaratory of the several acts in relation to the
Seat of Government of the Republic of Texas, from the or-
ganization of the Consultation in 1835, to the present period,
and to provide for the permanent location of the same, at the
town of Washington.”

Read a first time.
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i regulate the tonus uv on steam pac.‘u\ N
Rcad a first time.
he Senage then proceeded to the

ORDERS OF THE DAY.

A bill to be entitled «An Act to repeal all laws, now in
force, authorizing the President to form colowization contracts,
and to forfeit such as have already bden made, where the con-
ditions have not been strictly complied with.”

Read a third time, and passed.

« A joint resolution for the relief of Thomas Bristow.”

Pend athird time, und pgssed.

A bill, to be eutitled « An Act to fix the currency in which
fines and forfeitures shall be recovered.” Read a third time.

The ayes and noes upon the final passage of the bill being

called for, stood thus:

Ayes—Mesqrs. Greer, Jack, Huanter, Kaufman Lawrence,
Parker of Nacogdoches, Patm]o, Rugeley, Shaw, Smlth and
Webb—I0.

Noes—Messrs, Parker, of Fort Bend, and Williamson-—#2.

«“An Act for the relief of Parker S. Doss.” Read a first time.

« An Act, suppléementary to an act, entitled ¢An Act creating
the couuty of Rusk’” Read a first time.

«An' Act, supplementary to an act, entitled ¢ An Act to desig-
‘nate the southern boundary of Lamar County, and for other
pufposes,’ apptoved Decembet 26th, 1842.”

Read a first time.

" «An Aot to- provide for an extra term of the District
Court for Harris County.”

Read a third time, and passed.

A bill; to be entitled “An Act - requiring the Executive and-
Heads- of Departments to return to the Seat of Government.”

Read Ist time.

M. Greer moved its rejection.

'The ayes and noes, upon the rejectlon of the bill, being
calledl’ fot; stood thus :

A és--—Messrs Greer, Kaufman, fiawrence, Parker of Fort
Bend; Pidker of Nacogdoches, Patillo, Webb &nd Williamson--8.

“Noed: Nfessrs. Jack, Hunter, Rlig‘eley, Shaw and Smith--5.

Motion carrjed.

‘Mr. Webl'give notice, that he should move for 4 reconsxde-
ration of thid voté' tothorrow.

Mr. Gredr not hoved its re-consideration.
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t lﬁ!r. Juck moved that the motion of Mr. Greer lay on the
S H &

The aves and noes heing calied for, stoed thus :

Ayes—Messrs, Jack, Hanter, Rugeley, Shaw, Williamson
and ‘Webb—6. )

Noes —Messrs, Greer, Iaufinan, Lawrence, Parker of Fort
Rend, Parker of Nacogdnches, Pattilio aund Smith—7.

Motion lost, ,

T'he ayes and noes, ou Mr. Greor's motion to re-consider
being called for, stood thus: ?

Ayces-—Messrs. Hunter, Rugeley, Webb.--3.

Noes---Messrs. Greer, Jack, Kaufinan, Lawrence, Parker of
Fort Beud, Parker of Nacogdoches, Pattillo, Shaw, Smith and
Williamson---10. ‘

Motion lost.

A bill, to be entitled ¢ An Act to fix the place for the sessions
of the Supreme Court.” .

Read a second time. '

Mr. Williamson moved that it lay on the table, until to-mor-
row, ten o’clock. .

Motion lost, ‘
On motion of Mr. Jack, the bill was ordered to be engrossed.

The ayes and noes being called for, on the engrossment,
stood thus : .

Ayes-—--Messts. Jack, Huunter, Kaufman, Lawrence, Rugeley,
Smith and Webb---7. i

Noes---Messrs. Greer, Parker of Fort Bend, Parker of Na-
cogdoches, Pattillo, Shaw and Williamson-- 6.

On motion of Mr. Jack, the Senate adjourned until to-mor-
row, at 10 o’clock A. M.

Fripay, December 29th, 1843,
10 clock, & M. " §

Senate met—the roll of members being called, the following
gentlemen answered to their names, to-wit: Messrs. Greer,
Jack, Hunter, Kaufman, Lawrence, Parker of Nacogdoches,
Patillo, Rugeley, Smith, Parker of Fort Bend, Shaw, and
‘Webb—a quorum present. . -

The journals of the preceediag day were read and adopted.

Mr. Shaw presented the petition of Calvin Boals, David Daw-
son and Ethan Melton, and on motion, the same, with accom-
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panying docnments was referred to the Comnnittee or: Claims
Accounts
Mr. Greer presented the wemorial of Jaumes Power, and on

motion, the same was leferxod with the accampanying docu-
ments, to the Commitfee on Prl\’l](’UPS and Elections,

M. Pattlllo chairman of the Committec on Engrossed and
Enrolled Bl]ls reported that the committee had examined a hill
to be entitled «an act to fix the place for the sessious of the
Supreme Court,” and find the same correctly engrossed.

Mr. Webb, from the Committee on Privileges “and Elec tione,
to which was referred the metmorial of Jesse Grinies, made the
following report, to-wit :

The majority of the Committee on Privileges and Elections,
to which was referred the petition of the Hon. Jesse Grimes,
claiming to be the Senator elect for the District composed of the
counties of Washington, Montgomery and Brazos, have had
the subject, embraced in that petition under conslderatlon and

Report, that from the returns legally made from the different
precincts to the returning officers of the district, it appears that
the Hon, R. M. Williamson received 76 votes, the Hon. Jesse
Grimes 27 votes, and the Hon. G. W. Barnet 20 votes ; from
which it results (should these returns be taken as conclusive of
the election) that Mr. Williamson was duly elected, and is there-
fore entitled to the seat which he now holds in  this body.—
These returns, however, do not present any thing like a true
statement of the vote which was given at the late Senatorial
election in this district. The evidence shows that the votes
which were taken at a number of the precincts in the county of
‘Washington were rejected on account of objections to the returns,
which, in most of the cases, the committee regards as merely
technical; but as the rejection of these votes did not affect the
result, the committee would not have regarded it as important
in this contest, had the election been confined solely to the
cotnty of Washin gton; but as such was not the fact, it becomes
necessary to consider these votes, at least so far as o ascertain
the will of the voters in that county, in respect to the different
candidates before them, and regarding them for this purpose, it
is shewn that Mr. Williamson received 231 votes, Mr. Barnet
received 190 votes and Mr. Grimes received 78 votes.

From a document laid before the committee, purporting to
be a statemerit of the votes polled at the several precincts in the
county of Montgomery, and which is certified to as being true
by the Chief Justice of that county, it appears that Mr. Grimes
received 408 votes, Mr. Barnet received 213 votes, and Mr. Wil-
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Liamsou reccived 185 votes in that county.  This decument it
appears was forwarded froon Montgomery county to the town
of Washingtou by mnil, and was not received by the Chief
Justice of Washington couuty, (wio is made by law the return-
inz oflicer for the district) uutil alter he had decided tie ¢lee-
tion upon the legal retaras received in faver of Mr. Villiunson,
and had given him a certificate to that effect. It is true, that
hefore the decision was made aud the certificate was given to
Mr. Witliamsen, and indeed before the time for making the re-
turos had expived, the Chief Justice of Washiington county, wus
inforued that a package was ifi the Post Office at tise town of
Washington, direc‘ed to him, and which was supj seecd (0 con-
tain tie returns of theelection from the county of Montgomery,
bat as the law p.csunbcs adifferent mode of waking the returny,
the CLicf Justice would not reccive the package throngh the
medivin by which it wasattempted to be éonveved, atid conse-
quently these votes weie not received or taken into consideration
in making his decision.  In refusing to take tinis package from
the Post Office, or to count votes conv«,yed to him through such
a medium, the committee are of opinion that the Chiel Justice
of Washington acted strictly in accordance with the law, and
was bound to pursue the course in reference to them which he
adopted ; but slill these votes were cast by the free citizeus of
the district, legally entitled to vote for the candidate of their
choice in this election, and if they be rejected for causes over
which they had no control, while others are counted, simply be-
causc the officers of the law were more particular and strict in
the discharge of their duties, it might result in a defeat of the
expressed will of a majority of the people of the district, in a
case, in which, according to the genius and spirit of our Gov-
ernment, the will of that majarity should govern. If the re-
Jected votes from Montgomery be added to The rejected and re-
ceived votes from Washington, it will be found that Mr. Grimes
ims received 486 votes, Mr. Williamson 416 votes, and Mr. Bar-
net 403 votes, and if no other votes had been cast in the district,
it would have changed the result, and Mr. Grimes instead of
Mr. Williamson would have been entitled to the seat. But
there were other votes given in this election, by persons as
much entitled to vote, and to be represented by the candidate of
their choice, as were the people of Washington and Montgom-
ery. From information reccived by the committee, it appears,
that in the county of Brazos, Mr. Barnet received 56 votes, Mr.
Williamson received 26 votes, and Mr. Grimes received 10 votes.
These votes never were returned to the Chief Justice of Wash-
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angton county,so far as the committee are miol med, but still they
were legally cast at the polls, as is shown by the f-wt that the
Representative from that county in the other branch of the Legis-
lature, has taken his seat in virtue of these same votes. The
fault therefore, which prevented these votes from exercising
their influence in the election, cannot be attributed to the people
whose rights are involved in the question, but are solely attribu-
table to the officers of the law, whose actions the people could
not control,

There was another list of votes cast in this election, which
were also rejected by the Chief Justice of Washington, for the
reason that the return of them was illegal and informal. These
were votes taken in a portion of country which now forms a part
of the county of Milam, but which it is contended under the Con-
stitution still forms a part of the Senatorial District of Washing-
ton. The committee do not give an opinion upon the quesnon,
whether or not the voters in this section of country, do legiti-
mately appertam at this time, to the district in which this con
test has arisen ; as it is one Wluch_was not made by the return-
ing officer of the district, nor by either of the parties to the con-
test; and if these votes are counted together with the votes
cast in the county of Brazos, and are added to the votes cast in
the counties of Washington and Montgomery, it will be seen
that Mr. Williamson has received 513 votes, Mr. Grimes 506
votes,and Mr. Barnet 46} votes.

It is alledged however, that there were two precincts in the
county of Montgomerv, at which elections were held, but from
which, no returns were made, either to the Chief Justlce of that
county, or to the Chief Justice of Washington; and that if the
votes cast at these precincts had been returned, it would have
changed the result so as to have given to Mr. Grimes a larger
number of votes in the district than was given to either of his
competitors ; but of the truth of this matter, the committee have
no evidence or information upon which it can rely. 1t is not
known, except from rumor, that elections were held in these
precincts; and even rumor Itself does not go so far as to shew,
what was the result of those elections, if they were held. Mr.
Grimes 1s of the opinion, from information communicated to
him, that he received the largest vote at them; while others
state, that Mr. Barnet got the largest vote, and others still, give
it in favor of Mr. Williumson. 1ln this state of uncer tainty, the
commiitee are somewhat at o loss to know what report to make

F
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as to the positive number of voies received by each of the can-
didates. Of one thing, however, it is certain, that the certificate
was given to Mr. Williamson upon scarcely a tythe of the entire
vote polled in the district; and if certificates, given under such
circumstances, are to control the elections and voice of the coun-
try, then the boasted right of suffrage, and the principle that
majorities shall govern, are destitute of meaning, and should be
discarded from the form and system of our Government.

T'he committce do not pretend to say that Mr. Williamson is
not legally eutitied to the seat which he at present occupies.—
That 1s a question which they leave for the decision of the Sen-
ate, upon the facts which are here collated and presented, and
in order that that guestion may fairly come up, they submit the
accompanying resolution, for its consideration and action.

Iu concluding this report, the majority of the comnmittee can-
not avoid expressing their regret, that their chairman dissents
from’them as to the time of making it; and eshecially, as they
know that he agrees with them as to the truth of the statement
of facts here presented, and have reason to believe that he con-
curs with them in the conclusions at which they have arrived
from that statement of facts. The majority of the committee
have waited patiently upon their chairmen in reference to this
matter, until nearly one half of the session has passed by : and
were they to permit the subject longer to slumber, they believe
they would be doing injustice to the country, and a wrong to the
Senate, as well as to the feelings and rights of the individuals
engaged in the contest. If Mr. Williamson be entitled to the
seat which he now occupies, it is time that he should be assur-
ed of it; and if he be not entitled to it, it is time that the people
of the district which he now represents should be advised of
the fact, in order that they may be here represented-by one in
whom they arc disposed to confide.

T'he majority of the commitiec have felt the force and delicacy
of the argument, urged by their chairmdn, for delay in. this
matter, and to that argument, they have already yielded much.
That Mr. Grimes was permitted by the chairman to be absent
for five days, was a sufficient reason with them to abstain fgom
urging action upon this subject until the expiration of. tha:pe-
riod, notwithstanding their assent was neither sought nar given
for such apsence: but as eight days, or more, have passed by
since that permission was given, and Mr. Grimes has not yot re-
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tnrned, the majority ot the committee connot feel themsclves
authorized longer to procrastinate the action of the Senate upon
the question presented to them ; they therefote offer the foljoy-
ing resolution for the consideration of the Senate.

. JACK,

R - J. WEBB.
Resolved, that inasmuch as alarge majority of the vetes cust

in the Senatorial District of Washington, for a Senator to repic-
sent said district in the present Congress, were not returned ac-
cording to law, the said district is now uurepresented in the
Senate, and that the seat at present occupied by the Hon. Robert
M. Williamson, be, and the same is hereby declared vacant,
and that the President of the Republic be requested to cause the
necessary writs of election to be issued, to fill said vacancy.

On motion of Mr. Greer, the same was laid vpon the table
until Monday next.

Theayes and noces being called for, upon the motion; stood thus:

Ayes—Messrs. Greer, Kaufman, Lawrence, Parker of 1ot
Bend, Parker of Nacogdoches, Pattillo, and Shaw-—7,

Noes—Messrs. Jack, Hunter, Rugeley, Smith, and Webb—5.

A message was received from the House of Representatives,
through their Chief Cleri, Mr. James H. Raymond, informing
the Senate that the House had passed the following bills, to-wit :

A bill tq be entitled : “An Act to authorize the holding of the
District Court in three places in Liberty county, and for other
purposes.”

A bill for the relief Wm. M, Eastland and others.

A bill to be entitled “An Act for the relief of the counties of
Bexar, Gonzales, and Victoria.” .

A bill to enforce the eollection of costs in the Supreme Court
of the Republic of Fexas,” upon which bhills they respectfully
request the concurrenee of the Honorable Senate.

Mr. Jack, offered the following resolution, to wit «

“ Resolved, that His Excellency, the President be respectfully -
requested to tay before the Senate all information which he may
deem: proper to be communicated in relation to the expedition
lately under the command of Jacob Snively; also, what was
the object of said expedition, and also such evidence, if any be
i his possession, which will shew that the persons engaged 1n
the enterprize were within the territorial limits of this Re}mblic
at the time of their capture ;, and also, such evidence as he may
possess relative to the conduct of the captives, both before and
after the surrender; and as to the manner i which the prisoners
were treated.” oo
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Mr. Williamson moved that said resolution lay on the table —
motion lost. And,

On motion of Mr. Jack, the resolution was adopted.

Mr. Rugeley, offered the following resolution, to wit :

“ Resolved, that the, President be requested to furnish the
Senate with the instructions given the Commissioners for the
sale of the Navy, under the act of the secret session of the
seventh Congress, also, with such other correspondence as was
had with said Commissioners and officers in command of the
Navy—what action has been had touching the sale of the Navy,
also an cstimate of the amount necessary to preserve the Navy
in port, what number of men will be required, and the pay of
each, together with such information as he may think necessa-
ry to enable Congress to take some action on the subject: also,
what amount has been paid to the Commissioners for their ser-
vices”—adopted.

Mr. Kaufman, by leave, introduced a bill to be entitled “An
Act for the benefit of settlers in good faith,and to amend An Act
to provide the mode of trying titles to lands, approved KFeb. 5th,
1840. Read a first time.

Mr. Parker, of Nacogdoches, by leave, introduced a Joint
Resolution proposing amendments to the Constitution, provid-
ing that Congress shall meet every second year only, also that
the President shall hold his office for four years, alsg that Sen-
ators shall hold their office for four years. Read first time.

Mr. Jack moved a reconsideration of the vote taken on yes-
terday, which retused to reconsider a vote rejecting a bill to be
entitled “ An Act requiring the Executive and Heads of Depart-
metif¥ to return to the Seat of Government.”

Mzr. Jack moved that the motion just made by him to recon-
sider, be laid upon the table until Monday next.

A call of the House being made, the following gentlemen
answered to their names, to-wit: Messrs. Greer, Jack, Hunter,
Kaufman, Lawrence, Parker of Fert Bend, Parker of Nacogdo-
ches, Pattillo, Rugeley, Shaw, Smith, Webb, and Williamson.

The Ayes and Noes being called for upon the latter motion
of Mr. Jack, stood thus:

Ayes—Messrs. Jack, Hunter, Rugeley, Shaw, Smith, Webb,
and Williamson—7,

Noes—Messrs. Greer, Kaufman, Lawrenee, Parker of Fort
Bend, Parker of Nacogdoches, and Pattillo—6. So the motion
carried.

Mr. Webb moved to reconsider the vote taken on yesterday,
which rejected the bill to be entitled « An Act requiring the
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Kxecutive and Heads of Departments to return to the Seat o!
Government.”

Mr. Jack moved that the motion of Mr. Webb lay upon the
table until Monday nest—motion lost.

"The ayes and nnos bcm«r called for, stood thus:

‘Ayes--Messrs, Jacl Humel Rugeley, Shaw, Smith, and
Webb—6.

Novs—Messrs. Greer, Kaufman, Lawrence, Parker of ort
Bend, Parker of Nacogdoches, Pattillo, and Witliamson—7.

The aves aud noes upon the motion of Mr. Webb being cal-
led for, stood thus:

Ayes—Messrs. Hunter, Rugeley, Shaw, Smith,

Noos—Messrs, Greer, Llc.\. Kaufinan, Lu\vwnce Parker of
Fort Bend, Parker of l\m OO(JO(_hCS, Pattillo, and Wllhamsou-—o

So the motion was lost.

On motion of Mr. Parker of Fort Bend, the Senate adjourn-
ed until 3 o’clock, P. M.

3 OcLock, P M.

.Senate met—roll called—a quorum present,

Mr. Greer, chairman on the part of the Senate of a Joint
Committee from the two Houses of Congress, to adopt joint
rules for the government af the two Houses, leponed the same
and recommend their adoption.

Report adopted.

The Committee on the Judiciary, to which was referred a
bill to be entitled “ An Act to provide for making certain docu-
ments evidence in Courts of Justice, and for other purposes,”
through Mr. Jack, their chairman, reported the sameeback to
the Senate with the following amendments, to wit : «strike out
Sec. 2nd.” To Sec. 4. add “provided that in all suits contem-
plated by the provisions of this section, final judgment shall not
be had until the second term after such publication, unless the
party defendant sooner enter an appearance ; and further pro.
vided, that notice may be served on such non-residents for
taking depositions, by fixing the same on the Court House
door, where the suit is instituted or tried, twenty days before
i1ssuing the commission for taking the same.”

A messsage was received from “the House of Reple%ntatxves
through their Chief Clerk, Mr. James H. Raymond, that the
House had passed “A Jomt Resolution for the relief of Edward
Dwyer,” also that they concurred in the amendments ot the
Senate to a bill to be entitled «“ An Act to provide for an extra
term of the District Court for Harris county.”
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Mr. Kaufinan, by leave, introduced a bill, to be entitled “An
Act for the relief of James Truett and Andrew J. 'I'ruett, in re-
iation to their headright certificates. Read a first time, and

On motion of Mr. Kaufman, rule suspended, read a second
tim~ and referred to the Committee on Public ands.

"The Seuate then proceeded to the

ORDERS OF THE DAY.

A Bill to be entitled An Act to fix the place for the sessions
of the Sapram Oourt. Read a third time.

Mr. Williamson moved its indefinite postponement.

The ayes and noes being called for on Mr. Williamson’s mo-
tion, stood thus:

Ayes—Messrs. Greer, Parker of Fort Bend, Parker of Nacog-
doches, Pattillo, Shaw and Williamson—6.

Noes—DMessrs. Jack, Hunter, Kaufinan, Rugeley, Smith and
Webb—6.

There being a tie, the President gave the casting vote in the
negative. ,

On motion of Mr. Webb, the bill was laid on the table.

A Bill to be entitled “ An Act for the relief of Parker S. Doss.
Read a second time, and .

On motion of Mr. Kauffnan, referred to the Committee on
Public Lands. :

A Bill to be entitled « An Act supplementary to An Act en-
titled An Act creating the county of Rusk.” Read a second
time, and on motion of Mr. Parker of Nacogdoches, passed to
its third reading.

A Bill to be entitled “An Act supplementary to An Act to
designate the southern boundary of Lamar county, and for
other purposes,” approved Dec. 26th, 1842. Read a second time
and on motion of Mr. Kaufiman, passed to its third reading.

A Bill to be entitled “An Act for the relief of the counties of
Bexar, Gonzales, and Victoria.” Read a first time.

A Bill to be entitled “ An Act for the relief of William M.
Eastland and others.” Read a first time.

A Bill to authorize the holding of the Distriet Court at three
places in Liberty county. Read a first time.

The resolution fixing the fifteenth day of January next, as
the day for both Houses of Congress to adjourn sine die, was
taken up. The amendment as offered on yesterday was with-
Arawn, and the resolution in its original shape was adopted.

A Bill “to regulate the tonnage on steam packets.” Read a
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second time, and on wmotion of Mr. Juck, relerred to the Coin-
mittee on Finance.

A Bill to be entitled “An Act to enforce the collection of costs
in the Supreme Court of the Republic of I'exas.” Read a first
time.

A Bill to prevent the retailing of spirituous liquors in quanti-
ties less than a quart.” Read a second time, and

On motion of Mr. Jack, referred to the Committce on the
Judiciary.

A Bill to re-organize the District Courls in the fourth Judi-
cial Disticts, 'The substitute recommended by the committee
oh yestexday was adopted, and ordered to be engrossed.

A Bill to be entitled “An Act declaratory of the the several
acts in relation to the Seat of Government of the Republic of
Texas, from the organization of the Consultation in 1835 to
the present period, and to provide for the permanent Jocation of
the Seat of Government at the town of Washington,” Read
2nd time. Mr. Williamson moved its engrossment-monon lost.

The report of the Committee, to which was referred the claim
of Joseph P. Lynch, was taken up and adopted.

The President of the Senate announced that the Senate were
1n possession of the annual report of the Commissioner of the
General Land Office, and

On rotion of Mr. Hunler the sume was referred to the Com-
mittee on Public Lands.

On motion of Mr. Jack, the Senate went iuto secret scssion.

The doors }teing oponed the Senate continued the orders of
the day.

A Bill to be entitled “An Act to provide for making certain
documents evideuce in Courts of Justice,” Read asecoud tie,
and the amendmeuts recommended by the committee .1dopted
and on motion of Mr, Pattillo, the bill was faid on the table.

On motion of Mr. Parker of Nacogdoches, the Senate ad-
journed untit 10 o’clock, to-torrow morning.

SaTurpay, December 30th, 1843, ¢
10 oclock, A. M. |

Scunate mot—the roll of membersbeing called, the following
gentlemen answered to their namcs, to wit: Mcq"m.Grecr, Jack,
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Hunter, Parker of Nacogdoches, Shaw and Smith, there being
no gnoernm, the Sergeant-at-arms was despatched after absent
mewmbers —returied and a quorum preseut,

Prayer by the Chaplain.

The journals of the precceding day were read and adopted.

Mr. Pattillo, Chairman of the Committee on Engrossed and
turolled hills, reported that the Commitiee had exarnined a bill
to be entitled : “An act to reorganize. the District Courts in the
fonrth judicial District,” and find the same correctly engrossed.

Mr. Smith, Chairman of the Committee on Public Lands, to
which was referred, a bill to be entitled: «An act for the relief
of James Tructtand Andrew J. Truett, in relation to their Head-
right certificates,” reported the same back to the Senate with-
out amendments, and recommend its passage.

Mr. Jack, Chairman of the Judiciary Committee, made the
following report, to wit: “The Judiciary Committee to which
was referred the memorial of Jonathau Ikin, with the accom-
panying documents, have instructed me to report, that in their
opinion, the memorialist has shown rothing which is sufficient
to justify Congress in granting the relief prayed for. But, as
the matter is in some measure connected with foreign relations,
we reccommend that the momorial be referred to that com-
mittee.

(Signed,) : WM. H. JACK,
: Chairman Com. Judiciary.

The Committee on Public Lands to which was referred a
bill to be entitled. “An act for the relief of Parker S. Doss,
through Mr. Smith, their Chairman, reported the same back to
the Senate without amendment, and recommend its passage.

On motion of Mr. Williamson, Mr. Webb was added to the
Committee on Military Affairs.

Mr. Greer, offered the following resolution, to wit:

“Resolved, that the secret message of the President, in
relation to the Navy, made to the seventh Congress with the
secret journals ot the Senate and the Act, disposing of the navy,
be spread upon the public journals, and that 500 copies be pub-
lished,” adopted.

Mr. Jack, offered the following resolution, to wit:

“ Resolved, that His Excellency the President, be requested to
lay before the Senate, copies of ull the correspondence which
may have taken place between this Government and that of
his majesty the King ot the French, relative to the “re-establish-
ment of the friendly relations which had been broken off by
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his predecessor, by makiug le.pdmt)on for the treatment whicls
the Charge d’Aftairs of the King bad received, not in strict ac-
cordance with the relutions which should be Toaintained with
friendly powers throngh their public ministers,” which subject
wakes a part of His Eixcellency’s annual message to Congress,
adopted.

Mr. Jack, Chairman of the Committee on the Judiciary 1o
which was referred a bill, to be entitled: “An act to relinguish
all the title of the Government to two lots in the town of Quin-
tana,” reported the same back to the Senate.

On motion of Mr. ICanfinan, a Bill to be entitled : «An act for
the relief of JamesTruett and Andrew J. Truett, in relation to
their Headright certificates,”” was taken up, read a second time
aand passed to its thivd uadmvw rule suspenrded, read a third
time and passed.

The Senate then proceeded to the
ORDERS O T{E DAY.

An act to re-organize tire Bistrict Ceurts in the iourds Judi-
cial District,” read third time aud passed.

A joint Resohmon proposing amendents to the Constitution,
providing that Congress shall incet every secend year only—
also, that the President shall hold his office four years-—also,
that Senators shall hold their effice four years, read a sceond
time, on motion of Mr. Parier, of Nacogdoches, by its caption
and referred to the Judiciary Comuitiee,

A Bill to beentitled: “An act for the relief of William DI,
Eastland aund others,” read a second te,

Mr. Jack, moved its reference to the Conuuittee en FMinance,
motion lost, and

On motion of Mr. Puvker, of Nacogdoches, referred to the
Committee on the Judiciary.

A Bill to beentitled : “An act supplementary to an «et, cutitled
an act creating the County of Rushk,” read a tuird time and
passed.

A Bill to be entitled : “An act {or the relief of the Connties of
Bexar, Gonzales and Victoriu,” read second time

On wotion of Mr. Smith, and referved to the Committee on
Tiunce.

A Bill to be entitled : <A ot supplementary 1o s act te de

[
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signate the Southern boundary of Lamar County and for oth-
er purposes, approved Dec. 26th, 1842,” read a third time and
passed.

A Bill to be entitled : “An act for the relief of Parker S.
Doss,” read a second time and passed to its third reading.

A Bl“ to bo entitled : «“An act to enforce the collection of
costs in the Supreme Court of the Republic of Texas,” read a
second time, and

On motion of Mr. Parker, of Nacogdoches, referred to the
Judiciary Committee.

A joint resolution for the relief of Edward Dwyer,” read a
first time.

A Bill to be entitled: ¢ An act authorizing the holding of
the District Court in three places in Liberty County,” read «
second time.

Mr. Webb, moved its reference to the Committee on the
State of the Repubhc

A division of the vote being called for, and there being a tie,
the President decided in the necratlve and

On motion of Mr. Parker, of Fort Bend the bill was referred
to the Committee on the Judmary

A Bill to be entitled : “An act for the benefit of settlers in
good faith, and to amend an act to provide the mode of trying
uitles to lands, approved Feb. 5, 1840,” read a second time, and

On motion ot Mr. Kaufman, referred to the Commlttee ou
the Judiciary. :

Mr. Pattillo, Chairman of the Committee on Engrossed and
Enrolled bills, reported, that the Committee had examined a
bill to be entitled : “An act for the relief of James Truett and
Andrew J. Truett, in relation to their headright certificates,
and find the same r-onecr]v engrossed.” '

A Bill to be entitled : “An act to relinquish the title of the
Government to two lots in the town of Quintana,” read a second
time, and

On motion of MMr. Jack, laid on the table until Monday next,

Mr. Huanter nmved an adjournment until Monday morning
at 10 o'clock, A. 1.

The ayes and noes being called for, stood thus ;

Ayes—DMessrs. Jack, Hunter, Rugeley, Shaw, Smith and
Webb—6.

Noes—Messrs. Greer, Kaufmaa, Parker of Fort Bend, Park-
* er of Nacogdoches, Pattillo and Williamson —8,

There being a tic, the President decided in the '\ﬁirmallvt‘—
so the Senate adjour ued
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Monpay, January 1st, 1844, )
10 o'clock a. m. §

Sen s being called. the following
geutlemen anbwered to their names, to wit : Messis. Grecer,
Jack, Parker of Nacogdoches, Rugeley, Shaw, Smith and
Webb.

No quorum—the Sergeant-at-Arms was despatched after ab-
sent membua—rﬂumed and a quorum preseut.

Prayer by the Chaplam

The journals of the preceding day were read and adopted.

A message was received from the Honse of Representatives,
through their Chief Clerk, Mr. James H. Raymond, that the
House had passed the following bills, to wit:

A bill to be entitled “An Act to lepeal and amend the ex-
isting laws in relation tp proceedings in Courts ot Probate;”

A blll to be entitled  An Act to authorize Constables to 'wt
in their oﬁicnal capacity, throughout their respective counties;’

A bill, to be entitled « An Act legalizing the records of Pano-
la (/ouuty, and constituting the same a patt of the records of
Harrison County ;” in which they respectfully request the
concurrence of the Honorable Senate.

Mr. Kaufman presented the petition of Elizabeth M. Park,
praying a divorce; and, on motion, the same was referred to
the Committee on the State of the Republic.

Mr. Parker, of Nacogdoches, presented the petition of the
heirs of Robert W. Harris, praying relief, in relation to the
head-right certificate of said Harris; and on motion, the same
was referred to the Committee on Public Lands.

The Committee on the Judiciary, throngh Mr. Jack, their
chairman, reported that they had had a bill to be entitled, “An
Act to enforce the collection of "costs in the Supreme Court ot
the Republic of Texas,” under consideration, and return the
same without amendment, and recommend its passage ; also,

A bill, to be entitled “ An Act for the benefit of settlers in
good ialth ” and to amend “ An Act to provide the mode of try-
ing titles t0 lands,” approved February 5th, 1810.

Mr. Greer, chairman of the Committee on Finance, reported
a bill, to be entitled « An Act to regulate the tonnage on steam
packets ” with the following amendment to wit:

After the word “collect,” msert “mxty cents per ton as,” and
recommend its passage.

Mr. Jack, chairman of the Commiittee on the Judiciary, re-
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ported a bill, to be entitled “ An Act to prevent the retailing of”
spirituous hqums In quantities less than a quart,” with “the
tollowing amendments :

« Add to fifth section-—“and in case the body of the offending
purty canvot be arrested, and any property may have been
seized, under the pxovmons of this section, the district court
may, upon presentment or indictment, ploceed to try the case
in the same manner as if the orfendmcr party were present, and
execution may issue to recover fine and costs, and recommend
its passage.

Mr. Kaufman, by leave, introduced ¢« An act for the settle-
ment of estates.”

Read 1st time.

Mr. Webb, by leave, introduced a bill, to be entitled * An act
requiring the owners of lands in the counties of San Patricio,
Goliad and Refugio, to cause their lines to be designated and
marked.” -

Read ist time.

Mr. Rugeley, by leave, introduced a bill, to be entitled “ An
act to incorporate the Colorado Nav1gatlon Company.”

Read first time.

Mr. Jack, by leave, introduced a bill, to be entitled « An act
to amend the charter of the Brazos Canal Company.”

Read first time.

Mr. Williamson, by leave, iutroduced a biil, to be entitled.
¢ An act authorizing the President to cause all the public re-
cords, books, archives, and public stationery, of a moveable
character, to be immediately transported from the city of Aus-
tin to the town ot Washington, and for other purposes.”

Read 1st time.

On motion of Mr. Webb, the report and resolution of the ma-
jority of the Committee on Privileges and Elections, in the
contested election between Messrs. Grimes and Williamson,
was taken up, and read.

Mr. Greer moved that the report lay on the table,

Carried.

Mr. Greer moved a call of the House.

Carried.

Mzr. Parker, of Nacogdoches, moved that the resolution lay
on the table, till 3 oclock p- m.

The ayes and noes bemcr called for, stood thus

Ayes—Messrs. Greer,’ Kaufman Parker of F. B., Parker of
Nacogdoches, and Pattillo---5.

-
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Nocs---Messrs. Jack, Hunter, Rugeley, Shaw, Swmith and
* Welb---¢
bu the metion was lost,
© Mr. Greer moved to take up the motion of Mr. Jack, made
ol Fnd.uv last, to re-consider the vote which refused to re-con-
sider the vote taken upon Mr. Greer’s motion, the day previous,
to re-cousider the vote rejecting the bill to be entitled “ An act
requiring the Fxecutive and Heads of Departments to return
to the Seat of Govermment.”
The ayes and uoes being called for, stood thus :
Ayes—M«_ssm Greer, Kaufman, Pnrkcrof TPort Bend, Parker
of Nacogdoches, Pamllo and Vi nlmmson --0.
Noes --Messre. Juck, Hunter, Rugeley, Shaw, Smith and
Webb--6.
The Chair voting in the negative, the qustion was lost.
On motion of Mr, Jack, the Senate proceeded to the

ORDERS OF THE DAY.

« A Bill to enforce the collection of costs in the Supreme
Court of the Republic of Texas.”

Read second time, aud,

On motion of Mr. W ebb, passed to its third reading.

« Joint Resolution for the relief of Edward Dwyer ”

Read a second time, and,

On motion of Mr. Kaufman, referred to the Committee on
Finance.

“ An act for the relief of Parker S. Doss.”

Read a third time and passed.

A bill; to be entitled « An act to relinquish the title of the
Government to two lots in the town of Quintana.”

Read a second time, and,

On motion of Mr. Williamson, ordered to be engrossed.

A bill, to be entitled “An act to prevent the retailing of spi-
rituous hquors in quantities less than a quart.”

Read second time. _

The report of the Judiciary Committee adopted.

On motion of Mr. Kaufman the sixth section of the bill,
which was as follows: «Sec. 6. The informer or prosecutor,
shall be entitled to receive one fourth of the amount of the fine;
and he is, hereby, inade a competent witness; but, in such

case, he must be sustained by other sansfactory testlmonv,”
was stricken out.
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e, Willinmson moved 1ts reference to the Commitlee on the |
seate of the Republic.  Lost.

O motion of Mr. Jack, the bill was ordered to be engrossed.

"The ayes and noes beirg called for, stood thus:

Aves—Messre, Jack, Hunter, Kaufman, Parker of Nacogdo-
¢y, Rurotey, Shaw, Smith and Webb---8,

Noes-.-Messrs, Gireer, Parker of Fort Bend, Pattillo and
Williamson---4.

« A Bill to repeal and amend the existing laws, in relation to
proccedings in courts of probate.”

' Rond first tinse.
© A Bl w regulate the tonnagze on steam packets.”

h(-.xd second tllnb and, on motion of Mr. Jack, ordered to be
chgrossed.

¢« An act authorizing constables to act in their official capa-
cities, throughout their respective counties.”

Read fl]QL time.

« An act legalizing the records of Panola county, and consti-
tuting the same a part of the records of Harrison county.”

Reud first time.

A bill, to be entitled « An act for the relief of settlers in good
faith,” and to amend ‘An act to provide the mode of trying titles
to lands,” approved 5th February, 1840.”

Read 2d time, and, on motion of Mr, Webb, laid on the table
until to-morrow.

‘On motion of Mr. Parker, of Fort Bend, the Senate ad-
journed until 3 o’clock, p. 1n

The ayes and noes being called for, on the adjournment,
stood thus:

Ayes—Messrs. Greer, Kaufman, Parker of F. B., Parker of
Nacogdoches, Pattillo and Williamson—®é.

Noes—Messrs. Jack, Hunter, Rugeley, Shaw, Smith and
Webb—6.

The V. P. voting in the affimative.

THREE O'CLOCK P. M.

The Senate met—roll called, and quorum present, the presi -
dent pro tem. in the chair.

On motion of Mr. Jack, the Senate adjourned until to-mor
row morning, 10 o’clock A. M.
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TUL;DAY, Jaunuary 2d, 1844, )
10 o'clock. A M. \

Senate met—the roll of members being called, the following
gentlemen answered to their names, to wit : Messrs. Hunter,
Kaufman, Lawrence, Parker, of Fort Bend, Parker of Naccg-
doches, Pattillo, Rugeley, Shaw, Smith, Webb and Wll~
liamson—a quorum present.

Prayer by the Chaplain,

The journals of the preceeding day were read and adopted.

A message was received from the Executive, through his
private Secretary W.- D, Miller, in answer to a resolution of the .
Senate, requesting copies of the correspondence had by this
Government with his majesty the King of the French, in rela-
tion to the re-establishment of the frlendly relations hroken off
by his predecessor, &c., alluded to in his Excellency’s annual
message, &c.

On motion of Mr. Parker of Fort Bend, the message was
read :

Executive Department, {
WasHINGTON, January 1st, 1844. )

To the Honorable the Senate :

In reply to a resolution of your Honorable body, requesting
copies of all correspondence which may have taken place be-
tween this Government and that of his majesty the King of the
French relative to the re-establishment of friendly relations be-
tween them, the Executive herewith transniits the copy of a
letter addressed by the Department of State to M. de Salig-
ny, Charge d’Affaires of France.

- "This is the only portion of the correspondence now within
the possession of the Government.
SAM HOUSTON.

On motion of Mr. Williamson, the same was referred to the
Committee on Foreign Rclanons

Mr. Greer, presented the memorial of .Anthony B. Shelby,
praying rehef &e., and

On motion cf Mr. Webb, the same was referred to the Com-
mittec on the Judiciary.

Mr. Kaufman, from a majority of the Judiciary Committee to
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swhich was referred a Bill to be entitled : “An act to authorize
the holding of the District Court.in’ three places in Liberty
County,” reportcd the same back to the Senate without amend-
tnents, and recommend its passage.

Mr. Willlamson, Chairman of the committee on military af-
fairs, to which was referred the memorial of Samue] H. Walker,
reported by a joint resolution for the relief of the said Walker,
and recomme:nd its passage.

Mr. Parker, of Nacogdoches, by leave, introduced a bill, to
be entitled : “An act authorlzmo the taking ofthe, ceusns of 'the
Republic,” read a first time.

The Senate then proceeded to the
[y

ORDERS O THE DAY.

The report of a majority of the Committee on Privileges and
Elections, to which was referred the memorial of Jesse Grimes.

On motion of Mr. Webb, the same was laid on the table.

A bill, to be entitled : “An act to legalize the records of
Panola County, and constituting the same a part of the Records
of Harrison County.” Read a second tlme and passed-to its
third reading.

A bill to ‘be entitled “An act to repeal an act to amend the
existing laws, in relation to proceedings in Courts of Probate.”
Read a_second time, and referred to the committee on the Judi-
ciary. .

A Bill to be entitled: “An act to authorize Constables to
act in their official capacities throughount their respective Coun
ties.” Read a second time, and

On motion of Mr. Williamson, referred to the committee on
the Judiciary.

A Bill to beeatitled : “An act to enforce the collection of
costs in the Supreme Court,” read a third time and passed. -

A Bill to be entitled . “An act requiring the owners of lands
in the Counties of Goliad, San Patricio, and Refugio, to cause
their lines to be desmnatvd and marked,” read a eecoud time,
and—

On motion of Mr. Williamson, referred to the Committee.
on Public T.ands.” - -

A Bill to be entitled : “Au uct to incorporate the Calorado
Navigation Company,” read a second time. .

Mr. Parker of Nacogdogches, moved its reference to the com-
mittee on the State of the Republic—motion lost—and
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On motign of Mr. Rugeley; the same was referred to a select
committee.

Messrs. Rugeley, Jack and Webb, were appointed said
commiltee, ) |

A Bill-to be entitled : “An het to amend the charter of the
Brazos Canal Company,” read a secoud time, and

On motion of Mr. Jack, referred to the said select com-
ittee. '

A message was received from the House, through their
chief clerk, Mr. James H. Raymond, that the liouse hadr resed
the following bills, to wit:

“A joint resolution for the relicf of Richard We<ft De] uty
Collector at Port la Vaca.”

A Bill to be entitled : “An act to alter in part and define the
boundary line of the County of Harrison.”

A Bill to be entitled : “An act to amend the 17th Section of
an act to reduce into one and amend the several acts concern-
lng execntions, approved 27th Janvary. 18427

A Bill to be entitled : “Au act transferrine a certain appropri-
ation made 17th January, 1842, for the redeinption of son and
nephew of J. Cox.”

A Bill to be entitled : “An act to amend the Crinminal Laws
of the Republic of Texas”—upon which bills they respectfully
request the concurrence of the 1lon. Scnate.

On motien of Mr. Jack, Mr. Parker of Fort Beud was added
to the Select Committee this day appeinted. ~

A Bill to. be eutitled : «An act for the settlenmient of Estates,
read a second time, and

On motion of Mr. Jack, referred to the Judiciary Committee,

A Bill to beentitled: “An «ct autuorizing the President to
cause all the Public Records, Eooi;s, Arciiives, and Puoblic Sta-
tionary of a moveable character, to be inimediaiely transported
from the city of Austin to the m\' n of \nmm-frmn, and for
other purposes,” read a second time, and :

Onmotion of Mr. Hunter, referred to the Committee on the
State of the Republic.”

Mr. Pattillo, Chairman of tie Committee on Engrossed and
Enrolled bills, reported that the Comunittee had examined a bill
to be entitled : “An act to relinquish the title of the Govem-
ment to two lots in the town ol Quintana.”

A Bill to be entitled : “An act to re'rnlate the tonnage od
Steam Packets,” also,

A Bill to be entitled : “An et to prevent the retailing ot

H
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Spirituous Liquors in quantities less than a quart,” and find the
same correctly engrossed” also,

ABill to beentitled : “An act for the relief of James Truit
and Andrew J. 'T'ruit, in relation to their Headright Certifi-
cates,” and find the same correctly enrolled.

A Bill to regulate the tonnage on Steam Packets, read a third
tirne and passed

A Bill to be entitled : “An act to relinquish the title of the
Government to two lots in the town of Quintana,” read a third
time and passed.

A Bill to be entitled : “An act to prevent the retailing of Spiri-
tuous Liquors, in quantities less than a quart; ” read a third
tirne,

The ayes and noes being called for, on the final passage of
the bill, stood thus :

Ayes—DMessrs. Greer, Juck, Hunter, Kaufman, Parker, of
Nacogdoches, Rugeley, Shaw, Smith and Webb—9.

Noes—Messrs. Lawrence, Parker, of Fort Bend Pattillo,
and Williamson—A4. :

So the Bill passed. '

A Bill to be entitled: “An act for the benefit of settlers in
good faith, and to amend an act to provide the mode of trying
titles to lands, approved Feb. 5, 1840.”

Read a second time—Report of the judiciary Committee ad-
opted—bill taken up and read by sections.

Mr. Webb, moved toamend the 5th Section, so as to read
thus :

“Nor shall the defendant except in cases of metes 'md hounds,
be required to put in any other plea, than that of not gmlty »

Motion lost.

Mr. Williamson, moved to amend the 7th Section, by making
the bill take effect ten days after its pablication, (camed.) and
bill ordered to b2 engrossed.

A Bill to be entitled: “Anact to amend the Crlmmal Laws of -
the Republic ot Texaz” read a first time.

A Bill to be entitled . “An act to alter in part and define the
Northern boundary line of Harrison County,” read a first. time.

A Bill to be entitled : “An act transferring a certain appro-
priation made 17th January, 1842, for the redemption ofson
and nephew of J, Cox,” read a first time.

A Bill to ke entitled : “An act to amend the 17th Section of
an act to reduce inio one afd amend the several acts, conceri-
ing executions, approved 27th Ja anuary, 1842.” Read a first
tiwe. - ‘ '
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A joiat resolution fur the relief of Richard West, Depmy
Collector at Port la Vaca,” read a first time.

A Bill to authorize the Lolding of the District Court in three
places in Liberty Counnty,” read a second time and passed to a
third reading.

On motion of M. Jack, the Seuate adjourned unul 10
o'clock, to-morrowjmorning.

WEeEbNESDAY, January 3d, 1844.
10 o'clock, A. M.

Senate met—the roll of members being called, the following
gentlemen answered to their names, to-wit : Mc>sr< Greer,
Hunter Kaufman, Lawrence, Parker of Fort Bend, Parker of
Nacogdoches, Patillo, Rugeley, Shaw, Smith, and Webb—quo-
rum present.

Prayer by the Chaplain.

The journals of the preceeding day were read and adopted.

Mr. Pattillo presented the petition of the heirs of Hardin B.
Runnels, praying relicf, &c., and, on motion, the same was re-
ferred to the Committee on Public Lands.

Mr. Greer, chairman of the Counnittee on Finance, reported
a bill; to be entitled “An act making appropriations for the
support of the Government for the year 1844, with amend-
ments, and recommend its passage.

Mr. Pattillo, chairman of the Committee on Engrossed and
Enrolled Bills, reported that the comumittee had examined a
bill, to be entitled *“ An act for the benefit of settlers in good
falth, and to amend an ‘Act to provide the mode of trying ut]es
to lands,” approved February 5th, 1840,” and find the saine cor-
rectly engrossed

Mr. Jack, chairman of the Committee on the Judiciary, to
which was referred the petition of Anthony B. Shelby, reported
the same back to the Senate, with an accowpanying bill, and
recommend its passage.

Mr. Parker, of Nacogdoches, by leave, introduced a joint
Resolution, in relation to the able and patriotic services of
Captain LonisSanchez.

Read a fiyst time.

Mr. Kaufman, by leave, introduced a joint resolution for the
relief of Susannah wud Thomas Jackson. '

Read @ first time.
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On motion of Mr. Kaufman, rule suspended, read a second
time, and refeired to the Committee on Post-offices and Roads.

A message was received {rom the House of Representatives,
Hmm 70 their Chicf Clerk, Mr. James H. Raymond, informing
e Sanate; that they fiad passed the following bills :

A biil, to be entitled #An act to authorize the sheriff of Rusk
County, 1o collect the state and county taxes for the year 1842,
and for other purposes;”

“A joint resolution for the relief of L. S. Hargus, of the city
of Vera Cruz;”

“ A joint resolution, making an appropriation for carrying the

mail uutil the first of March, 1844;” in which bills, they res-
pectfully request the concurrence ‘of the Honorable Senate'
also, a communication marked «secret.”

Mr. Hn uter, by leave, iniroduced a bill, to be entitied « An
act to repeal an act, eumled ¢An act to revulale the collection
of Impost Duties.””

Read a first time. _

On motion of Mr. Kaufman, the Senate proceeded to the

ORDERS OF THE DAY.

“A-bill maKing an appropriation for the suppoit of the Go-
vernment for the year 1s44"” -

Oa motion of Mr. Greer, the same was made the special or-
der of the day for to-morrow. ,
On motion of Mr. Webb, the Senate went into secret sess10n-

The doors being opened,

On motion of Mr. Parker, of Fort Bend, the report and reso-
lution, from the Comyu mtee on an1|e0es and Elections, to
which was reforred the memorial of Jesse Grimes, was taken
up; and, on motion of Mr. Webb, was made the specxal order
for threeocloek P. M.

A joint rmoluuon for the relief of L. 8. Hargus, of Vera
Cruz.” Read a first time,

Mr. Williatnson moved a suspension of the rule. ,

The ayes and noes being called for; on the motion, stood
thus :

Ayes—Messsrs. Greer, Jack, Hunter, Kaufman, Lawrence,
Parker of Nacogdoches, Rurr le;, Smith, Webb and William- -
son—10.

Noes---Messrs. Parker of Fort Bend, Pattillo and Shaw---3, .

Motion carried—read a 'second tlme and
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On motion of 3r. Parker, of Nacogdochc referred fo the
Committee o Finance.

“A joinst resolution, making an apploplmuon for carrying
the mail untl the tirst day of March, 1844

Read a first tinie.

Mr. Parker, of Fort Bend, moved a suspeu’sion of the rale.’
Mation lost.

A bill, to be entitled “an act to authorize the sherifl of the
county of Busk to collect the state and county taxes for the
year 1842, nud for otiier porposes.”

Read 1st time

«X bill for the henefit of seitlers in good faith, and to amend
Gn act to provide the mode of tryiug titles to land,” approved
5th Fehruary 1840”7 Read a third time.

Mr. Kaufman moved to re-cousider the vote, placing the bill
upon Its third reading. Carried.

Mr. Kaufman propmed to amend section 7th, by striking out
the words “such publication,” aud insert * its passage.”

Amendment accepted.

Mr. Williamson moved its commitment to the Judiciary
Comnmittee.

The President pro tém. in the Chair.

Mr. Jack arose to a question of order, whether the President
pro tem. had a right to second a motiod ?

Decided in afirmative. .

The motion of Mr. Williamson, to commit the bill to the
Commirtee on the Judiciary, was lost. ‘

Mr. Kaufinan moved the following amendment, to wit:

« Be it further enacted, That scc. 9, of ¢ An’act to provide thc
mode of ‘trying titles to lands,’ be so amended and chauged,.
that in case the plaintiff, or his legal representatives, shall neg-
lect, for the term of one year, to pay the excess in value, of
said improvements, the said defendant, or. his legal 1ep1€¢euta-
tive, shall have twelve months after the explratlon ot said year,
instead of six months, as heretofore, to pay to the clerk of tire
court for said plaintiff, the value of the lands or tenements, as as-
sessed by the jury; and that ull parts of laws conflicting v ith the
provisians of this a¢t be, and the same are hereby repedled 7

There being a tie upon BMr. Kaufman’s motion,. the chair
decir'ed: in the negative; so the amendwment was rejeCted

Mr. Jack moved the bill be referred to the Judiciary Com-

_mittee.  Motiot lost.
Mr. Williamson moved to lay the bill on the table.
Motion lost. i’
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Mr. Kaufman inoved a suspension of the rule, and place the
bill ou its third reading,

Motion carried—read a third time.

The ayes and noes, on the final passage of the bill, being
called for, stood thus :

M(&---Mbsqrx Greer, Jack, Huuter, Kaufman, Lawrence,
Parker, of Fort Bend, Parker ofl\acoodoches Pamllo, Rugeley,
Shaw, Smith aud Webh-—12.

Noes-—-’\[x Williamson---1.

So the bill passed.

A bill, to be entitled « An act to legalize the records of Pa-
nola county, and constituting the same a part of the records of
tiae county of Harrison.”

Read a third time, and passed.

A bill; to be entitled “An act to amend the 17th section of
 An act to reduce into one act and to amend the several acts
concernmcr executions,’ approved 27th January, 1842.”

Read a second time, and, on motion of Mr. Williamson, re-

ferred to the Judiciary Committee.

A bill, to bz entitled “An act transferring a certain appropri-
tion, mule 27th Jaunary, 18142, for the redemption of son and
nephew of J. Cox.”

Read second time, and passed to 3rd reading.

A bill, to be entitled ¢ Anact to alter and define the northern
boundary line of the county of Harrison.”

Read a second time, and passed to a third reading.
~ “A joint resolution for the relief of Richard West, deputy
collector at port Lavacca.”

Read second time, and, on motion of Mr. Smith, referred to
the Committee on Finance.

A bill, to be entitled “ An act to amend the criminal laws of
the Republlc of Texas.”

Read a second time, and, on motion of Mr. Hunter, referred
to the Judiciary Committee.

« A joint resolution for the relief of Samuel H. Walker.”

Read a second time, and ordered to be engrossed.

A bill, t» be entitled ¢« An act authorizing the taking of the
census of the Republic of Texas.”

Read a second time, and, on motion of Mr. Parker, of Na-
cozdoches, referred to Cornmlttee on the State of the R.epubllc

‘On motion of Mr. Jack, Mr. Smith was added to the Com-
mittee on the State of the Republic. :

A bill, to be entitled * An act for the relief of Anthony B.
Shelby.” Read 1Ist time.
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A bill, tp be entitled «An act to authorize the Lolding the
district court in three places in Liberty connty.” '

Read a third time, and,

On motin of Mr. Jack, faid on the table.

On motion of Mr. Jack, the Senate adjourned uutil three
o’clock p. M. '

3 o’cLoc¥, P M.

Senate met—roll called—a quorum present,

A message was received from His Excellency the President,
through his private secretary, W. D. Miller, kisq., presenting
three several communications, one of which was marked “se-
cret.”

On motion of Mr. Jack, the open communications were read.

On motion of Mr. Kaufman, the same were laid on the
table.

The resolution reported by the Committee on Privileges and
Elections, to which was referred the memorial of Jesse Grimes,
was taken up.

Mr. Kaufman offered the following resolution, to wit:

“ Resolved, by the Senate, That the Hon. Jesse Grimes, the
gentleman coutesting the seat of the Hon. R. M, Williamson,
the sitting member, for the district composed of the counties of
Washington, Montgomery and Brazos, be heard at the bar of
the Senate, by himself or attorney; also, that the Hon. R, M.
Williamson be heard by himself or counsel.

Mr. Greer moved to amend by restricting the arguments to
two hours.

Motion lost, and the resolution adopted.

Mr. Webb moved the adoption of the resclation offered by
the majority of.the Committee on l’rivilegeﬁnd Elcctions.

Mr. Pattillo moved a call of the House—the following gentle-
men present: Messrs. Greer, Jack, Hunter, Kaniman, Law-
rence, Parker of Fort Bend, Parker of Nacogdeches, Pattillo,
Rugeley, Shaw, Smith, Webb and Williamsoun.

On motion of Mr. Jack, the counsel, B. Gillispie, Esq., for
the Hon. Jesse Grimes, was heard—Mr. Wiliamsou for himself.

Mr. Jack advocated the adoption of the resolution offered by
a majority of the Committee on Privileges and Elections, Mr.
Kanfman opposing.

On motion ot Mr. Parker, of Nacogdoches, the Senate ad-
Journed until to-morrow morning 10 o’clock. :
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'1'1{61{81):\&, Jan. 4th, 1844, )
10 o'clock A. M.

Senate met—roll of meinbers being cu!hu the iinllowmaJ @en -
tlemen answered to their names, to wit : I‘d(,s\r\ Greer, J'\("n
Huanter, Kanfiman, Lawrence, Parker of Fort Beud,, Parker
of Nucogdoches, Pattillo, Rugeley, Shaw, Smith aud Webb---
quorum present—prayer by the Chaplain—the jouruals of
the preceding day were read and ndopted.

Mr. Parker, of Nucogdoches, presented the petition of Daniel
L. Harper, prayiag adlvorce, and

0 mntion, the same wasreferred to the Comuuittee onthe State
of the Repubhc

The Committee on Post Ollices aud Roads, through their
Chairman, Mr, Parker of Fort Bend, xeported : “An act requir-
ing the Auditor to audit certain claims thercin mentioned, huck
to the Senate with the following ameudments, o wit :

“Fill first blank with $1358.39,” «Fill second blank with
$286,67,” “Strike out 3d Section,” and recommend its pas-
sage—also,

A joint resolution for the relief of Thomas Jacksoh ard
Susannah Jackson, mail contractors for 1838 and 1839, and re-
commend its passage,

The Comthittee on the State of the Republic, through Mr.
Rugeley their Chairman, reported the petition of Eilizabeth M.
Park, and a joint resolution for her relief; eutitled : *A joint re-
solution divorcing Is Elizabeth M. Park ahd Joseph B. Park.”

The Counniitee on the judiclary, to which waus referrved a bill
to be entitled : “An act anthorizing Coustables to act -in taeir
oflicial cap: u,n_,r throughout their respective Counties,” through
2r. Jack their Chawman, reported the same back to the . Senate
and recommend that it be indefinitely postponed.

The Conuuitee on PublicLands, through Mr, Smith their
Chairman, to which was referred the petmou of the ticirs of
Hardin B Ruanuels, reported the same back to the Senate
with a bill 1o be entitled : “An act for the relief of Martha B.
Lunnels and others,” and recommend its passage. T

The Select Commmee Mr. Rugeley, chairman, to which was
referred the bill to be entltlea : “An act to incorporate the Co-.
lorado Navigation Compauy,” reported t'ie same b.u.k wuh the
following amzmudmeuts to wit

Stc. 6. Be zhnacted. thatin case any owher or. owmers rof
tie soil or timber on the banks of said river, shall refuse to sur-
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tender the same to the said Corporate body, for said purposes,
then the said Corporate body shall have power to apply:to any
iustice of the peace, in any of the Counties through which the
said Colorado river runs, and where such timber or earth may
be ueeded or used, whose duty it shall be to summons a jury of
five free holders, not stock-holders, to estimate the damages
which theowner or owners of the said soil on said river, will
suffer by the provisions of this act contemplated ; and it shall
be the duty of the said Corporate body, to pay the damages so
estithated, to the said owner or owners, and when the value of
soil and timber shall be so assessed and paid for as aforesaid, it
shall be vested in said Corporate body.

Mec. 8. Strike out in the fifth line “Town of Columbus”
and insert “Elliot’s Ferry,” and add to this Section “Provided
that none of the above named crafts shall be charged toll, un-
less the same shall pass through a place now known as the
Raft on said river, some fifteen or twenty miles above where the

said Colorado river enters into Matagorda Bay.”

Skc. 9. Insert at the end of the first line “at any time,” strike
out all in 9th Seec. after the words “null and void.”

Sec. 10. Be it further enacted, that the Company shall have
the right to regulate all tolls for the space of five years from
and after the completlon of said work, according to the provi-
sions of the eight section of this .wt and fromn and after that
time 1t may be lawful for Congress to appoint two Commission -
ers to act in conjuuction with a like pumber of Commissioners
or Directors of said Chartered Company, who shall proceed to
assess the rate of toll, and if suid Comunissioners and Directors
cannot agree, they shall choose an uwmpire, whose decision
shall be bindinyg ; said assessment of tolls may be had once a
year at the dlS"l\ tion of Congress.”

The Select Committee, to which was referred a bill to be en-
titled : “An act to amend the Charter of the Brasos Canal Com-
pany,” through Mr. Rugeley, their Chairman, reported the same
back without amendment and recoramend its passage.

Mr. Parker of Nacogdoches, offered the following recohmon,
to wit :

“Resolved, by the Nenaie, that with the concurrence of the
House of Repne\enmtnes, the two houses will proceed to the
clection of a Public Printer on Saturday next at 11 o’clock,
A. M7

Mr. Webb, moved to strile out “Saturday next,” motion lost.
—Mr. Greer, moved to strike out Saturday and insert“Monday,”
motion carried—and resolution as amended adopted.

I
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On motion of Mr, Parker of Fort Bend, the Senate proceeded
to the

. ORDERS OF THE DAY.

The resolution offered by a majority of the Committee on-
Privileges and Elections, to which was referred the memorial
of Jessee Grimes, was taken up.

Mr. Parker, of Nacogdoches, offered the foilowing substitute:
“WHEREAS, an expression of the Senate in relation to the votes,

polled in the present boundary of Milam County, in the late

election for Senator for the Senatorial District, composed of
the Counties of Washington, Montgomery and Brasos, is in-
dispensable—therefore

Be it resolved, that the votes polled in the present boundary
of the County of Milam for Senator for the Senatorial District
composed ot the Counties of Washington, Montgomery, and
Brasos, were illegal.

Be it further resolved, that in the opinion of thie Senate, the
Hon. Jessee Grimes, having received the highest number of the
legal voters of the Senatorial District, composed of the Coun-
ties of VWashington, Montgomery and Brasos, is constitutional-
ly entitled to his seat as Senator of said District.”

Mr. Parker ot Nacogdoches, supported the adoption of the
resolution—Mr Webb and Mr. Jack, opposed it, when

On motion of Mr. Parker of Fort Bend, the Senate ad-
journed until 3 o’clock, P. M.

. 3, o’cLock, P. M.

Senate met—roll called, no quorum—the sergeant-at-arms
was despatched after absent members—returned, and a quorum
preseut.

Mr. Shaw_offered the following substitute, by way of amend-
ment to Mr. Parker’s substitute to the original resolution to wit :

Resolved by the Senate, that the present sitting meinber, the
Hon. R. M. Williminson, Liold his seat in the Senate until the
adjournment of the present session of Congress, at which time
his seat is herchby declared vacant, and the President shall issue
the necessary writ of election to fill said vacancy. .

Be it further resolved, that the candidates for election to fill
said vacancy are hereby recommended to coufine their election-
eering campaigns to their own Senatorial District, composed of
the Counties c¢f Washington, Brasos and Montgomery, and not
to obtrude 1nto any part or portion of Milam County in search -
of. voters.” :
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The ayes and noes heing called for, upon the resolution of-
fered by Mr. Shaw, stood thus: ‘

Ayes—Mesers, Hunter, Rugeley, Shaw and Smith—4.

Noes—-Messrs. Greer, Jack, Kaufman, Lawrence, Parker of
Fort Bend, Parker of Nacogdoches, Pattillo and Webb—8—-re-
solution rejected,

The question recurred upon the adoption of the substitute
offered by Mr. Parker. .

Mr. Shaw moved to strike out Section 2d.

The ayes and noes being called on Mr. Shaw’s motion stood
thus:

Ayes---Messrs. Jack, Hunter, Lawrence, Parker of Fort Bend,
Rugeley, Shaw, Smith and Webb---8§,

Noes---Messrs. Greer, Kaufman, Parker of Nacogdoches, and
Pattillo---4---motion carried. '

On motion of Mr. Jack, the substitute was laid on the table,
and the resolution offered by the Committee was taken up.

The ayes and noes being called for on its adoption, stood
thus :

Ayes—Messrs. Greer, Jack, Hunter, Lawrence, Pattillo, Ru-
geley, Shaw, Smith and Webb—9,

Noes—Messrs. Kaufman, Parker of Fort Bend and Parker
of Nacogdoches—-3.---adopted.

Mr. Greer, offered the following resolution, to wit .

Be it resolved, that the votes polled in the present boundary
of Milam County for Scnator for the Senatorial District com-
posed of the Counties of Washington, Mongomery and Brasos
were illegal.

Mr. Webb, offered the following as a substitute to Mr. Greer’s
resolution :

Be it resolved, that the candidates for election to fill said va-
cancy, are hereby recommended to confine their ¢lectioneering
campaigns, to their own senatorial district, composed of the
Counties of Washington, Brasos and Moutgomery, and not to

. i . ) .
obtrude into any part or pcotion of Milam County in search of

voters.
The ayes and noes being called for upon Mr. Webb’s substi-
tute, stood thus :
Ayes—Messrs. Jack, Hunter, Rugeley, Smith and Webb—5.
Noes—Messrs. Greer, Kaufman, Lawrence, Parker of Fort
Bend, Parker of Natogdoches, Pattillo and Shaw—7.—substi-
tute rejected.
G'I‘he question recurred upon the resolution offered by Mr.
reer.
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Mr. Kaufman, moved to strike out the word “indispensable”
and insert “proper,” carried.

T'he ayes and noes being called for upon the resolution as
amended, stood thus:

Ayes—Messrs. Greer, Kaufian, Lawrence, Parker of Fort
Bend, Parker of Nacogdoches, Pattillo and Shaw—7.

Noes— Messrs. Jack, Hunter, Rugeley, Smith and Webb—5.
Resolution adopted.

On motion of Mr. Jack, the bill to be entitled : An aet malk-
ing appropriatious for the support of the Government for the
year 1811, was taken up and laid on the table until to-morrow
11 oclock.

A message was received from the House of Representatives,
throuch their Chief Clerik, Mr. James H. Raymond, inferming
the Senate that the House had passed the following bills,
to wit: .

“A joint resolution for the reorganization and relief of Refu-
gio County,” read a first time.

A Bill to be entitled : “An act to establish a Post Office at
Anahuac, tn the County of Liberty,” read a first time.

A Bill to be entitled : “An act to repeal all laws now in force
authorizing the President to form Colonization Contracts, and
to forfeit all those where the conditions have not been strictly
complied with,” with an amendment, which was concurred in
by the Senate.

A Bill to be entitled : “An actto alter in part and to define
the Northern boundary line of Harrison County,” read a third
time and passed.

A Bill to be entitled : “An act transferring a certain appro-
riation made 27th January, 1842, for the redemption of son
and nephew of J. Cox,” read a third time and passed.

On motion of Mr. Jack, a bill to be entitled: “An act to au-
thorize the holding of the District Court in three places in Li-
berty County,” was taken up and read a third time.

The ayes and noes upon the final passage of the bill being
called for stood thus:

Ayes—Messrs. Kaufman, Lawrence, Parker of Fort Bend,
Parker of Nacogdoches, Pattillo, Rugeley, Smith and ¥Webb—8.
Noes—Messrs. Greer, Jack, Hunter and Shaw-—4—passed.

A Bill to be entitled . “An act to authorize the Sheriff of
Rusk County, to collect the State and County taxes, for the
year 1842, and for other purposes,” read a sccond time, and
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On motion of My, Parker of Nacogdoches, referred to the
Committee on Finance.

A joint resolution making an appropriation for carrying the
mails until the first of March, 1844, read a second tiwe, and

On motion of Mr. Parker of Fort Bend rule suspended and
read a third time aud passed.

A Bill to be entitled : “An act to repeal an act entitled an act
to regulate the collection of impost duties, approved 23d July,
1842, read a second time, and

Ou motien ot Mr. Hunter, referred to Committee on Finance.

A joint resolution in relation to the able and patriotic services
of Captain Lewis Sanchez, read second time, and

On :otion of Mr, Waulinan, referred to a Select Comuiittec,
Messrs. Parker of Nacoouoches, Kaufman and Juck, were ap-
pointed said Committee.

A Bill to be entitled : “An act for the relief of Anthony B.
Shelby,” read a second time.

On motion of Mr. Jack, the blank was filled with $200, and
referred to the Committee on Claims and Accounts.

On motion of Mr. Kaufman, a bill to be entitled : “An act to
alter the times of holding the Distriet Courts in the fifth and
seveiith Judicial stmcls was taken up and referred to a select
Committee. Messrs. GlPel Lawrence, Parker of Nacogdoches
and Kaufman, were appomted said Committee.

Mr. Hunter, by leave, introduced a bill, to be eutitled : «An
act to authorlze the Secutary of State to employ an additicual
assistant Clerk. Read a first time,

On inotion,of Mr. Webb, the Scnate adjourned until 10
o’clock to-morrow morning.

Fripay, January 5th, 1844,
10 o’clock, A. M.

Senate met—the roll of members being called, the following-
gentlemen answered to their hames, to wit : Messrs. Greer, Jack,
Lwrence, Kaufman, Parker of Fort Bend, Parder of Nacogdo-
ches, Pattlllo Rugeley, Shaw, Smith, Webb——quorum present

Prayel by the Chaplain.

The journals of the preceding day were read and adopted.

Mr. Jack, chairman ot the Judiciary Committee, to which was
referred a Joint Resolution proposing amendments to the Con-
stitution in relation to the term of office of the President and
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mebais of Congress, reported that they deem it inadvisable to
prss said resolution at the present session of Congress.

Mr. Pattillo, chairman of the Committee on Engrossed and
Furolled Biils, reported that the committee had examined a bill
to be entitled “ An Act to permit the administratrix of Niell
Mnnn decensed, to keep together the property of said deceased,”
and find the sume correctly enrolled.

Mr. Parker of Nacogdoches, chairman of the Committee on
Claims and Accounts, to which was referred A Bill making an
appropriation to pay A. B. Shelby for attending to the case of
H. H. Williams, & Co., vs. Gail Borden, Collector of Customs
at Galveston,” reported the same with the following amend-
ments, to wit: in 1st Section, add the words “of the Republic
ot Texas,” also in st Section, second line from top, strike out
«two” and insert “one,” so as to rend $100, and recommend its
passage.

The Committee on Public Lands, to which was referred the
petition of the heirs of Robert W. Harris, reported the same,
through Mr. Smith, their chairman, with an accompany bill to
he entitled An Act for the relief of Maria E Goodman, Louisa
Harris, and Eliza V. Harris, and other heirs of Robert W.
Harris deceased, and recommend its passage ; also a bill to be
entitled An Act for the relief of George W. Miller, in company
C. of the Regular Army of the Republic of Texas, and recom-
mend its indefinite postponenent.

Mr. Lawrence, by leave, introduced a bill to be entitled “An
Act to prescribe the mode of serving process or notice in certain
cases.” Read afirst time. Also “a bill to provide the mode of
making Administrators and Executors parties to certain suits.”
Read a first time.

Ou motion of Mr. Parker of Nacogdoches, the Senate pro-
ceeded to the

ORDERS OF THE DAY.

A bill to be entitled An Act making appropriations for the sup-
port of the Government for the year 1844.

Mr. Jack moved the bill be read by sections—carried.

Mr. Jack moved to strike out ¢“nine hundred” and insert
“seven hundred and fifty” dollars, as compensation to- Presi-
dent’s Private Secretary—carried »

Mr. Jack moved to strike out “sixteen thousand” in the arti-
cle making an appropriation for carrying the mails for 1844
and part of 1845, and insert “thirtecn thousand”—carried.
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Mr. Greer moved to strike out *three thiousand” in the arti-
cle making an appropriation for contingent expenses of Eighth
Congress, and insert “two thousand”—carried.

Mr. Kaufman moved to strike out “three hundred” in the
articles making appropriations for contingent expenses of Audi-
tor’s and Comptroller’s offices, and insert “two hundred”—car-
ried.

Mr. Lawrenee moved to strike out “three hundred” in the
article making an appropriation for contingent expenses of At-
torney General’s office—carried.

Mr. Shaw moved to fill the blank with #two hundred”—car-
ried.

Mr. Jack moved to lay the amendment proposed by the Com-
mittee on Kinance, appropriating ¢ ten thousand” dollars for
Indian purposes on the table—carried.

Mr. Webb moved to strike out “ten thousand dollars” in the
amendment proposed by the committce, making an appropria- =
tion for the pay of Commissioners to Mexico, and necessary ex-
peuses connected with said commission, including pay and ex-
penses already incurred—carried, and amendment adopted.

On motion of Mr. Greer, the amendment proposed by the
commiittee appropriating three hundred andsixty dollars as com-
pensation to (Jhaphuns of Senate and House of Representa-
tives—was adopted.

On motion of Mr. Lawrence, the amendments proposed by
the comunittee, appropriating the sum of three thousand one
hundred and fifty dollars for the payment of Messrs. Ward and

" Ingraham, according to the restrictions therein specified, was
adopted.

On motion of Mr. Rugeley, the amendment proposed by the
committee, appropriating seven hundred and ninety-three dol-
lars to pay James Riley, late Charge d’Affairs to United States,
was adopted.

Mr. Kantman offered the following amendment to section 4 :
after the words “an agent to mqmre into the conditions of the
Custom Houses,” insert «who shall give bond with good and
sufficient security, payable to the President of the Repnbllc of
Texas and his suceessors in office, conditioned for the faithful
performance of his duties,” also after the words ¢“his necessary
travelling expenses,” the words « verified by the oath of such
agent.”

“The ayes and noes being called for upon Mr. Kaufman’s
amendments, stood thus:



72

Ayes—Messrs. Kaufman, Parker of Nacogdocti=s, Rugeley,
Shaw, and Smith—5.

Noes—Messrs. Groer, Jack, Hunter, Lawrence, Parker of
Fort Bend, Pattillo and Webb—7. Amendments rejected.

The question recurred upon the adoption of the fourth sec-
tion.

The ayes and noes beirg called for, stood thus:

Ayes—-Messrs. Greer, Jack, Hunter, Lawrence, Parker of Fort
Bend, Parker of Nacogdoches, Pattilio, Shaw and Webb---9.

Noes.---Messrs. Kaufman, Ruoeley, and Smith---3. So the
section was adopted.

Section 5. was read and adopted

On motion of Mr. Jack, Section 6. was laid on the table.

Secti n 7. was adopted.

. On motion of Mr. Jack, the Senate adjournced until 3 o’clock,

P. M.

TIIREE O.CLOCI(, r. M,

Senate met—roll called—quorum present.

Mr. Greer moved to take up the 6. Section of a bill making
appropriations for the year 1844-- to strike out all after the words
“year 1843,” and insert the words «shall be cancelied except
in cases where services have been performed”—imotious carried,
and section as amended adopted.

Mr. Parker of Nacogdoches moved the engrossment of the
amendments—motion carried, nud

Oa motion of Mr. Webb, L Il Latd on the table *till to-morrow
morning, and

The Senmc went into secret session,

The doors being opened, a communication {from the President
was read in relation to the expedition under the command of
Col. Jacob Snively, and ordercd to be transmitted to the House
of Representatives.

A communication {rom the President in relation to the corres-
pondence had with the Naval Commissioners, &c., &c., was
read and referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs.

On motion of Mr. Lawreuce, Mr. Webb, and on motion ¢f
Mr. Kaufman, Mr. Jack were added to said commiittee.-

. A messsage was received from the House of Representatives,
through their Chief Clerk, Mr. James H. Raymond, that the
House had passed the following bills, to wit:

A bill to be entitled ¢ An Act to lucorporate the Wesleyan

Male and Female College of San Augustine. Read 1st time.
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A Joint Reselution making an appropriation of one thousand
dollars for printing.” Read a first time. :

A Joint Resolution for the relief Samuel H. Walker. Read
a third time.

The ayes and noes, upon the final passage of the bill being
called, stood thus:

Ayes---Messrs. Jack, Hunter, Lawrence, Parker of Fort Bend,
Rugeley, Swmith, and Webb---7.

Noes-—Messrs. Greer, Kaufman, Parker of Nacogdoches, Pat-
tillo, and Shaw---5.

Mr. Greer, President pro tem. in the Chair, decided that as
the bill was one making an appropriation’for a private purpose,
1t required a majority of two-thirds of the Seuate to pass it,
from which decision Mr. Webb appealed.

On motion of Mr. Rugeley, the Senate adjourned uatil 1@
o'clock, to-morrow morning.

——a

SaTurDAY, January 6th, 1844, }
10 o’clock, a. M.

Senate met— the roll ot members being called, the following
gentlemen answered to their names, to wit: Messrs. Greer,
Jack, Hunter, Lawrence, Parker of Fort Bend, Parker of Na-
cogdoches, Pattillo, Rugeley, Shaw, Smith and Webb.

Quorum present. '

Prayer by the Chaplain.

The journals of the preceding day were read and adopted.

Mr. Rugeley, chairman of the Committee on the State of the
Republic, to which was referred a bill to be entitled « An act -
authorizing the taking of the census,” reported the same back
to the Senate, and recominend its rejection.

Mr. Webb moved the adoption of the report.

'The ayes and noes, upon the same, being called, stood as
follows :

Ayes—NMessrs. Jack, Hunter, Rugeley, Shaw, Smith and
Webb—6, '

Noes—Messrs. Greer, Kaufman, Lawrence, Parker of Fort
Bend, Parker of Nacogdoches, and Pattitlo—6.

‘There being a tie, the President decided in the affirmative.
So the report was adopted. ,

Mr. Webb from the Judiciary Committee, reported a bill, to
be entitled «An act for the relief of Wm. M. Eastland and
othiers, with amendments.

K
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Mr. Greer, chairman of the Committee en finance, to which
was referred a bill to be entitled « An act to repeéal an- aet,
entitled ¢ An act to regulate the collection of Impost Duties’,
approved July 23d, 1842.,” reported the same back to the Se-
nate, and Teeommend that it be indefinitely postponed.

Mr. Lawrence moved the adoption of the report.

The ayes-and noes heing called for, stood thus :

Ayes—Messrs. Greer, Juck, Kaufinan, Lawrence, Parker of
Fort Bend, Parker of Nacomioohes, Patiillo, Rugeley, Shaw,
and Swith--10.

Noes---Messrs. Hunter, and Webb---2.

So the report was ndopted

Mr. Rugeley, chairman of the Committee on the Sate of the
Republlc to which was referred the petition of Daniel E. Har-
per, praying for a divorce, reported by a *joint resolution di-
vorcing Daniel E. Harper and Llizabeth Harper.”

Read a first tine.

Mr. Webb, by leave, introduced a bill to be enutled “An act
snpp[ementdrv to the '1ct of limitations.”

Read a first time.

On motion of Mr. Parker, of Nacocrdoches, the Senate pro-
ceeded to the

ORDERS OF THE DAY. N

“A joint resolution for the relief of Samuel H. Walker.

The question upon the decision of the President pro tem. be-
ing put, and

The aye and noes. being called for, stood thus:

Ayes---Messrs. Greer, [Hnnter, Kanfman, Parker of Nacogdo-
ches, Pattille, Shaw, and Sinit} 7. .

Nocs---Messrs. Jack, Lawrence, Parker of Fort Bend, Ruge-
ley and Webb—-5. 8o the Chair was sustained.

‘Mr. Jack moved to take ap am »tion made on Monday last to
reconsider a vote which refused on the previous to re-
consider a vote which rejected o bill to be entitled an act re-
quiring e Fxcentive and Heads of Departments to return to
the Seat of Government. A division being called, and there-be-
ing a tie, the President decided in the affirmative. The ques-
‘tion recurred upon the reconsideration of the vote wlnch refusw
ed to reeonsider, :

The ayes and noes being called for, stood thus: '

» Ayes—Messrs. Jack, Hunter, Lawrence, Rugeley, Bhuw
Smith and Webb—7.
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Noes—Messrs. Greer, Kaufman, Parker of Fort Bend, Parker
of Nocogdoches, and Pattitlo—5.

T'he question was now upon the reconsideration of the vote
rejecting of the bill,

Mr. Greer offered to withdraw the motion.

Mr. Jack opposed the withdrawal ; when,

On motion of Mr. Parker of Fort Bend, the same was laid on
the table ’til Monday next.

The ayes and noes being called for on Mr. Parl\er motion,
stood thus:

Ayes—Messrs. Greer Kanfman, Lawrence, Parker of Fort
Bend, Parker of Vacocrdochee, and’ Pattillo—6.

Noes— Messrs. Jacl\, Hunter, Rugeley, Shaw, Smith, and
Webb—6.

There being a tie, the President decided in the affirmative.

A Joint Reaoluuon making an appropriation of one thousand
dollars for printing.” Read 2 second time, and

On motion of Mr. Kaufinan, referred to the Committee on
Finance. '

A Bill to be entitled “An Act to establish the Wesleyan Male
and Female Colleg: of San Augustine.” Read a second tume,
and ou motion of Mr. Greer, referred to a Select Committee.

Messrs. Greer, Kaufman, and Webb, were appointed said
Committee. .

On motion of Mr. Lawrence, a bill to be entitled ‘ An Act to
fix the place for the sessions of the Supreme Court,” was taken
up and read a third time.

Mr. Greer moved to lay the bill on the table until the 15th of
January.

The ayes and noes upon Mr. Greer’s motion being called,
stood thus:

Ayes—Messrs. Greer, Parker of Fort Bend, Parker of Nacog-
doches, Pattillo, and Sh.tw —5.

Noes—Messrs. Jack, Hanter, Kaufman, Lawrence, Rugeley,
Smith and Webb--7. 8o the motion was lost.

The ayes and noes being called on the final passage of the
bill, steod thus:

Ayes—Messrs. Jack, Hunter, Kaufman, Lawrence, Rugeley,
Smith and Webb—7.

Noes—Messrs. Greer, Parker of Fort Bend, Parker of Nacog-
doches, Pattillo, and Shaw---5. So the bill passed.

A message was received from the House of Representatives,
through their Chief Clerk, Mr. James H. Raymond that the
.House had passed the followmg bills, to wit :
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A Joint Resolution for the relief of John W. Smith. Read &
first time.

A bill to be entitled « An Act for the rclief of Robert Pace.
Read a first time.

A Joiut Resolution for the relief of Angelina . Smith. Read
a first *time.

A bill to be entitled “ An Act to legitamate certain children
thersin named. Rcad a first time.

A bill to be entitled “ Au Act supplementary to an act regu-
lating the sale of runaway slaves, approved January 5th, 1841.
Read a first time. -

A bill to be entitled “An Act granting the Commissioner of
the General Land Office the franking privilege. Read a first
time.

A bill to be entitled “An Act making the town of Jasper in
the county of Jasper, the legal county seat. Read « first time.

A bill to be entitled “An Actto define and fix the practice of
Probate Courts in certain cases.” Read a first time.

A hill to be entitled “ Au Act to establish a Post Office at
Anahuac, in Liberty county. Read a second tinie.

Mr. Greer moved its reference to Committee on Post Offices
and Roads---motion losf, and bill passed to its third reading.

A bill to be entitled *“An Act to provide the mode of making
administrators and executors parties to certain suits. Read a
second time, and .

On mntr ot Mr. Lawrence, referred to the Committee on
the Judiciary. : '

A bill to be entitled An Act to provide the mode of serving
process or notice in certain cases. Read a second time, and

On motion of Mr. Kaufman, reterred to the Committee on
the Judiciary.

A bill to be entitled An Act for the relief of William M. East-
land and others.

The report of the Judiciary Committee was read and adopt-
ed. '

Mr. Smith offered to amend by adding am additional section,
extending the benefits of this act to the prisoners and kiiled,
during the incursion of Gen. Woll to the city of San Antonio,
in the month of September, 1842, Amendment adopted.

A Joint Resolation for the reorganization and relief of Refu-
gio county. Read a second tune, and

On motion of Mr. Hunter, referred to the Judiciary Commit-

tee. .
A bill to be entitled an act to incorporate the Colorado Navi-



o
gation Company. Read a second time as aniended by the Com-
mittee,

Mr. Kanfuian moved to amend the 6th Section by inserling
“twelve” jurcrs, instead of “five”---motion lost.

Mr. Rugeley moved to amend the 10th Section, with these
words, after the werd “ampire,” and if said Commissioners ean-
not agree in selecting an umpire the President of the Republic
may appolut one, and also to strike out “Columbus” tn Sections
8th and 13th, and inscrt “Lilliots Ferry.,” Amendments adopt-
ed, aud the hill ordered to be engrossed. .

Mr. Pattllo, chairinan ot the Committee on Engrossed and
Earolled Bills, reported that the committee bad examined a biil
to be eutiited “An act to repeal adl laws now in force authoriz-
ing the Presideunt to forin colonizing contracts, and to forfeit
such as have already been made, where the conditions of the
same have not beeen strictly complied with,” and find the same
correctly enrolled:

On motion of Mr. Webb, the Senate adjourned until three
o’clock p. M.

THREE O'CLOCK P. M.

Senate met—.roll called- -no quorum----the Sergeant-at-
Arms was despatched after absent members--returned, and a
quorum present, .

A bill to be entitled An Act makiug appropriations for the
support of the Government for the year 1844: Read a second
time.

Mr. Smith moved to amend by adding this additional section ;
Be it further enacted, that all Auditor’s certificates for carrying
the mails endorsed by the Secretary of the '['reasury, shall be
received in payment of direct taxes at the same rates as Ex-
chequer bills are received for the same dues”---adopted.

Mr. Kaufman moved to amend by adding this Section; “Be
it further enacted, that this act take effect from and after its pas-
sage”---adopted.

Mr. Greer moved to strike out $13,250 from the article mak-
ing an appropriatiou for the carrying the mails for the year 1844
and part of 1845---carried.

- On motion of Mr: Jack, the bill was laid on the table ’till
-Monday next, 3 o’clock.

Mr. Parker of Nacogdoches, chairman of the Committee omr

Claims and Accounts, to which was reterred the petition of Cal
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vin Boales, David Dawson and others, reported & joint resoll'r-
tion for thelr relief.  Read a first time.

A bill to be entitled “An Act to amend the 17th Secuon of
ail act to reditce imo nne, and to- amend. the several acts com:
carniny exeentions, approvvd January 27th, 1842: Read a se-
cond time and passed to a third reading.

A bill to be entitled An Act for the relief of Martha B. Runa
nels and others. . Read a first trme.

A bill to be entitled An Act authonnno' the Secretary of
State to employ ay additional Assistant Clerk: Read a second
tine, and

On mntion of Mr. Parker of Nacogdoches, referred te the

- Committee on the State of the Republic.
A bill to be entitled Aun act requiring the Audltor toaudit cer-
tam accounts thereinr named. Read a second thue, and

On motion of Mi. Parker of Nacogdoches, the same was lald
upon the table until Tuesday next.

A Joint Resolution divorcing Elizabeth M. Park and Joseph
B. Park. Read a second time.

Mr. Kaufman moved the engrossment of the bill.

The ayes and noes being called for, stood thus:

Aiyes—MessTs. Kaufmau Lawrence, Parker of Nacowdoc‘les,
Rugeley and Smith—5.

- Noes—Messrs: Greer, Jack, Hunter, Parker of Fo?t Bend,
Pattillo, Shaw and Webb—7. Motion lost.

Mr. Pattillo moved to reconsider the vote—carrzed. And on
further motion of Mr. Patillo, the bill was laid on the tabie.

A joint resolution proposing amendmemnts to the Constitution,
providing that Congress shall meet every second year only, also
that the President shall hold his office four years, also that Sen-
ators shall hold their oflices four years. T

Oa motion of Mr. Kunfimau, the same was laid on the table.

A bill to be emitled An act for the relief of Maria E. Good-
win, Lonisa Harris; and Eliza V. Harris and ether heirs. ot Rob-
ert W. Harris deceased. Read a first time. .

A bilt to be entitled An Act to amend the chaarter of the Bra—
zos Canal Company.” Read a second time.

Mr Greer moved to strike out “30 per eent”~—motion lost; and'

On motion of Mr Jack, the bill was ordered to be engrossed.

A bill to be entitled An Act for the relief of Anthony B. Shed-
by. Read a second time and ordered to be engrossed,:: ()

A bill to be entitled An Act for the relief of Guorge W -
ler of Company C. of the Army.of the Bepublic of Texash,

- On motion of Mr. Greer, the same was indefinitely: pestponsd,,
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A joint resolution for the relief of Thomas and Susannah
Jackson mail eontractors for the year 1838 and 1839. Read e
second time and ordered to be engrossed.

A bill to be entitled An Act authonzmg constables to act In
their official capacities throughout their respective counties.
Read a second time, and

“On motion of Mr. Jack, the same was recommitted to,.the
Commuttee on the Judiciary, '

On gnotion of Mr. Jack, the Senate adjourned umiil 10
_o'cloc®t, Monday morning next.

——

Moxpavy, Jan. Sth, 1844, )
’ 10 o'clock A. M.

Senate met—the roll of members being called, the following
gentlemen answered to their names, Mecqm Grcox Jack, Hun-
ter, Kaufman, Lawrence, Parker of Fort Bend, Parker of Na-
eogdoches, Patt lle, anelev, _Shaw, Smith and Welb.

The jOlU‘[ldlS of the preceding dav were read andfadopted.

A message was received from the House, of Representa-
tives, lhrouoh their chief clerk, Mr. Janes H. Ruyniond, in-
mrmmathe Senate, that the House had passed a joint resoltion
for the <elief of (‘omge T. Holwan ; also, that the House had
put in noniination foy Public Printers, pessts. Cruger &
-Moore and Mr. 'I'bomas Johinson,

The Committee on the State of the Republic, through Mr.
Rugeley, their Chairman, to which was referred a hill to be en-
titled : “An act authonzumthe President to cause gll the Pub-
lic Records. &c. to be removed from the city cof Austin to the
town of Washington, and for other puvposcs,” veported the bill
back to the Senate, and recommend its rejection.

Mr. Webb, moved the adoption of the report.

The ayes and noes being called for, stoed thus: '

Ayes —Messrs. Jack, Hunter, Rugeley, Shaw, Smith and
Webb—6. : )

Noes—DMessrs. Greer, Kaufman, Lawrence, Parker oft Fort
Bend, Parker of Nacogdoches, and Pattillo—6.

There being a tie, the President decided in the affirmative.

So the report was adopted.

Mr. Greer, Chairman of the Committee on Fmance, to.which
was referred a joint resolution for the relief of Richard West,
Deputy Collector at Portla Vaca; also, a joint resolution for
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the relief of Edward Dwyer, reported the same back to the
Senate for their action ; also, “A joint resolution, making an
appropriation of one thousand doliars for pnntmrr ” reported a
substitute.

Mr. Caldwell, from a Committee on the part of the House o-
Repleeentatlves informed the Senate that the House were reaf
dy to proceed to the election of a Public Printer, and invited
them to a seat within the Hall.

Oa motion of Mr. Jack, the Senate proceeded to the House
of Representatives. .

The Senate having returned to their Chamber, after having
voted for Public Printer, which resulted as follows, on the part:
of thie Senate :

For Johnson—Messrs. Greer, Jack, Kautman, Parker of Fort
Bend, Parker of Nacogdoches, Pattilio and Shaw---7.

Those who voted for Cruger and Moore, were Messrs. Hun-
ter, Lawrence, Rugeley, Smnh and Webb---o

Mr Pamllo, Chairman of the Committee on Engrossed and
Enrolled bills, reported that the Committee had examined :

A Bill to be entitled . “An act to change in part the times of
holding- the District Courts in the fifth, sixth aud seveath Judi-
cial Districts, and to attach Jasper County to the sixth Judicial
District.”

A Bill to be entitled : “An act to amend the Charter of the
Brasos Canal Company.” '

A Billto be entitled : “An act for the relief of Authony B.
Shelby.” :

A Bill to be entitled : “An.act to incorporate the Colorado
Navigation Company,” also, a joint resolution for the relief of
Thomas and Susunna Jackson, as mail contractors for the
years 1838 and 1839,” and find the same correctly engrossed;
also, ‘

A joint resolation for the relief of Thomas Bristow,” and
find the same correctly enrolled, the same having been signed
by the President of the Senate and the Speaker of the House
of Representatives, was this day presented to His Excellency
the President of the Republic, for his approval.

Mr. Greer, Chairman of the Select Committee, to which was
referred, “a Bill to be entitled; “An act to establish and incor-
porate the Weslyan male and female College of San Augustine,”
reported the sanie back to the Senale, with the following amend-
ments, and recommend its passage, to wit:

dn Sec. 2, strike ont the words “twenty-five” and insert
“thirteen.” Sec. 3, strike out all after the word “wit” in the
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third line, and insert the following names: Francis Wilson,,
John C. Brooks, Travis G Brooks, James Perkius, Daniel Poe
Alexander M. Davis, . G. Lovell, O. Fitzallen, Littleton ow-
ler, Henery W. Augustine, John G Berry, Williarn D. Ratliff
John G. Love, aud J. Pml\ney Heunderson. Sec. 4, in third
line from bottom, strike the word “wo” and insert tne
word “one” Sec. 17, add “uuless there is a {ull board present.”
Sec. 20, strike out all after the word ¢“privileges” in second line-
and insert the following : “or any other privileges not contemp-
lated by this Charter, and a non-compliauce with the provisions
of this act, or a brea:h of the same, shall work a forfeiture of
this Act or Charter,” also,

A bill, to be entitled : “An act to chauge in part the times
of holdmor the District Courts in the fifth, sixth and seventh
Judicial Dlsm_cts ” and to attach Jasper Connty to the sixth Ju-
dicial District, andleport the sume back to the Seuate, and
recommend its passage. :

On motion of Mr. Greer, the same was ordered to be en-
grosscd.

Oa further motion of Mr. Greer, the rule was suspended---
bill passed to its third reading---read a third time and passed.

The Senate then proceeded to the

ORDERS OF THE DAY.

A joint resolution for the relief of John T'. Holman.”

Read iirst time,

A Bill to be entitled : «“An act for the relief of-the heirs of
William M. Eastland and others.”

Read third time and passed.

A Bill to be entitled: “An act to establish a Post-office at
Anahuac, in the County of Liberty.”

Read a third time, and passed.

A Bill to be eutijled: “An act to legitimate certain <hil-
dren therein named.”

Read secoud time, and

On motion of Bir. Greer, the same was referred to the Cowr-
mittee on the Judiciary.

A joint resolution, divorcing Daniel E. Harper, and Elizabeth
Harper.

Read a second time.

Mr. Jack, moved (o lay the same on’ the table---lost.

Mr. Webb moved the following amendment, to wit :

«“ Be ztfmther resolved, That Theodocia C. Scates of the
County of Fayette be, and she is hereby divorced from the

L

N
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bonds of matrimony, subsisting between herself and her hus-
band William I3. Scates, as fnllv as lhough no such bonds had
ever been solemnized lulwuzn then.”

Amendmeunt lost.

lll\lr Parker, of Nacogdoches, moved the engrossment of the
b

The aycs and noes being called for, stood thas :

Ayes --Messrs. l\au m.m, Lawrcuce, Parkerof I\acogdochee
Rugeley and Webb.--

Noes---Mcssts. (uevr, Jack, Hunter, Parker of Fort Bend,
Pattillo, Shaw and Smith—--7.

So the bill was lost.

A Bill to be entitled : “An act for the relief of Anthony B.
Shelby.” '

Read a third tinie and passed,

“ A joint resolution for thie reliefof Thomas. and Susannuh
Jaclkson, as mail coutractors for t:e year 1838 and 1839.”

Reud a third timue and passed.

On motion of Mr. Jack, the Scnate adjonrned until 3 o’clock
P. M.

3 o'cLoc¥, P M.

Senate mci—roll called—quornmn present.

A Bill to be entitled “An act making appropriations for the
support of the Government for the yvear 1844.”

Mr. Greer, moved to strike ont 15300 from the article making
appropriation tor contingent expenses of Ordnance Dt‘parlmeur
and insert 1000.--Carried.

Mr. Jack, woved the followine amendment to Sec. 5th, after
the word “and” in third line, strike out all until the word +and’,
in fith line, and insert the following , “after the first of March
next,.no more cxchequer bills shall be issued, until the amount
in circuiution shall be reduced 1o the sum of twenty thousand
dollars, and whea the amount shall be reduced to that sum or
below it, ti.t auuount may be kept in circulation and no more.

Adopted.

In Sce. 4, A3r. Greer, moved to strike out £1000.

"The ayes aud noes heiig ealled for, stood thuas:

Ayes---Mez s, Greer, Jack, Lawrence, Parker of Fort Bend,
Pattillo and Weily --6.

Noces, ---Hews Huonter, Kaufman, Parker of Nacogdoches,
Rugeley, Shaw and bmlth---b

There bemg a lie the President decided in_the affirmative.
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Motion carried.

Mr. Parker of Tlort Bend, moved to fill the blank with
$1300. Lost.

Mr. Shaw, moved to fill the same with 531250. Cuarried, and

On motion of Mr. Jack, the bill was laid on the table.

A Billto amend the Charter of the Brasos Canal Comwpany.

Mzr. Jack, moved 'to strike out 30 per cent. and nsert 20 per
cent. C’ll‘l‘led and bill read a third time and passed.

Mr. Rngeley moved to take up an act to incorporate the Colo-
rado Nidvigation Company. Carried and bill read a third time
and pas.ed.

A Billto be entitled an act to ameund the 17th Section of an
act to reduce into one act, and to amend the several acts con-
cerning executions, approved 7th January, 1842.

Read a third time, and passed.

A joint resolution for the relief of Angelina D. Smith,

Read a secoud time, and passed to its third reading.

“A bill to be entitled : “Au act for the relief of Robert Pace.’

Read a second time, and

On motion of Mr. Greer, refencd to the Commiittee on Claims
and Accounts.

A joiut resolution for the relief of John W. Smith.

Read a second time, and

On motion of Mr. Greer, referred to the Committee on Claims
and Accounts. .

A Bill to be entitled : “An act supplementary toan act, to re-
gulate the sale of runaway slaves, approved January 5, 1841.”

Read a second time, aud

On motion of Mr. Kaafiman, referred to the Committee on
the State of the Republic.

A Bill to be entitled : “An act granting the Coimmissioner of
the General Land Olfice, the im';kmu privilege.”

Mj, Parker of N. ncnrrdocheq woved to refer the same to the
Committee on Finanee.  Lost.

Mr. Greer, moved to insert “Anditor” after the words “Com-
missioner of the General Land Office,” wherever they occur.

Carried, and

On further motion of Mr. Gf(,el, the preamble was striken
out, and bill passed to its third reading.

A Bill to be entitled : “An act nmkma the town of Jasper in
the Connty of Jasper, the legal County seat. '

Read a 2d time.

Mr. Greer, moved its reference to the judiciary Committee.

Lost, bill passed toits third reading.
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A Bill to be entitled : “An act to defire and fix the practice
of Probate Courts in certain cases.

Read a second time, and

On motion of Mr. Jack, referred to judiciary Committee.

A Bill to be entitled : “An act for the relief of Martha B.
Runnels, and others.

Read a second time, and ordered to be engrossed.

A Bill to be eutitled: “An act for the relief of Monio E.
Goodwyn, Louisa Harris, Eliza V. Harris and other heirs of
Robert W, Harris deceased.”

Read a second time, and ordered to be engrossed.

A joiat resolution for the relief of Calvin Boales, David Daw-
son and others,

Read a second time, and ordered to be engrossed.

A Bill to be entitled : “An act supplementary to the act of
Limitations.

Read a 2d time, and

On motion of Mr. Webb, referred to the judiciary Committee.

A Bill to be éntitled : “An act to establish and incorporate the
Wesleyan male and female College of San Augustine.

Read a second time the amendments reported by the Commit-
tee; adopted, and bill passed to its third reading.

Mr. Lawrence, by leave, introduced a bill to-be entitled : “An
act for the relief of McKinney & Williams.”

Read a first time.

A joint resolution making an appropriation of one thomsand:
dollars for printing. 'The substitute reported by the Commit-
tee entitled : “A joint resolution making an appropriation for
contingent printing,” was read and adopted, and bill passed to
its. third reading.

On motion of Mr, Jack, rule suspended, read a third time,
and passed.

A joint resolution for the relief of Richard West, Deputy Col-
lector at Port la Vaca.

Read a second time. :

Mr. Pattillo moved to lay the bill on the table. Lost, and
bill passed to its third readiug.

Mr. Greer, moved an adjournment until 10 o’cloek, to-mor-
row morning. Lost.

A joiut resolution for the relief of Edward Dwyer.

Read a second time, and passed to a third reading.

-On motion of Mr. Jack, the Senate adjourned until 10
o’clock, to-morrow morning. .
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Tuespay, January Gth, 1844, ¢
10 o’'clock a. M.

Senate met—the roil of members being calicd. the following
gentlemen answered to their names, to wit: Messis, Greer,
Juck, Hunter, Kaufivan, Lawrence, Parker of Fort Beud,
Parker of I\d(‘O(TdOC“"? Pattillo, Ruoeley, Shaw, Smith aud
Webb---quorum preseat.

Prayer by the Cha‘ul\lin

"The JOIIlleIb of tie (ucedm; day were read and adcpted.

Mr. Lawrence, presented the petition .of sundry individuals
as offic ers of the Nuavy, praying an appropriation for their re-
lief, aud on motion, the saime was referred to the Committee on
Naval Affairs.

Mr. Kaufinan, on behalf of the judiciary Comniittee, report-
ed the foHowmtr bills with the foliowing amendments, to wit :

A Bill to be entitled : “An act to fix the practice of Prolate
Courts in certain cases,” amendments: add Sec, 2d—

“Be it further enacted, that whenever there nmy be outstand-
ing bouds, obligations or contracts in writing, for the convey-
ance of lands or tenements, against the estate of any deceased
person, which it may be to the interest of said estate should be
lifted or complied with, it shall be the duty of the Probate Court
where the sucoession was opened or where the same was, or
may be administered upon, on application by petition of the Lixe-
cator or Eecutrix, Administrator or Adininistratrix, or widow
of the deceased or gmrdlan where all the heirs are minors, and
have such guardian after full proof of the existence of such
boud, obligation or contract in writing, and upon satisfactory
evidence that a compliaizce with the réquirements of said hond,
obligation or contract, would be beneficial to the interests of
said estate, to decree that the person thus applying shall fully
cotmply wilth the same, and any deed or tender of deed made
under such decree, shall be as valid and bi nding asif it had
been made or tendered by the Testator or Intestate himself.--
add—

Sec. 3. “Be it further enacted, that such bond or contract
thus complied with or tendered to be complied with, shall ex-
onerate the estate from all liability or responsibility on such in-
strument, and the Probate Court shall take possession of such
instrument of writing and file it among the papers of the Court,
and, when the same is complied with, it shall be cancelled by
the Probate Judge; and all the testimony heard under the se-
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coud section of this act, shall be taken down in writing, signed
by each ofthe \Vlmcssm and preserved among the lecords of
the Coart,  Provided, that winors and all persons laboring
" puder disabilities rmo'ru ized by the Statute of liniitations, shall
have two years after such disabilities are removed, to set aside
all deeds or judgments made by virtue of this act, for fraud, co-
vin, and collusion, or any other cause that should vitiate the
sune.”  Add---

Sec.4. “Be it further enacted, that when bonds or obliga-
tions are ontstanding against any deccased person, for the con-
veyance of lands suits, may be brought in the. District Courts.
azainst the executor, admlm strator or guardian, as the case may
be, and upon full proot being made of the Jmtlce of the same,
thie Courts shall decree a tnle- and such title shall be as good
as if made by the original obhcor Add :

Sec. 5. “B: it further enacted that executors, administra-
tors or gnardians, may bring and sustain all actious for the re-
covery of titles, upon such bonds or obligations or contracts,
and all actions necessary to recover the posse-sion of lands
which are held by any person or persous adversely to the estate
which he represents, and this act shall be in full force, from and
after its passage.”

A Bill to be entitled : «“An act to amend the criminal laws of
the Republic ot Texas,” amendments---add,

Sec. 5. “Be it furthér enacted, that where an indictment be
-mislaid or lost, upon the discovery of the fact by the District
Attorney, he shall request the Court to have the fact entered
upon the minutes of the Court, in which cases those offences.
which are barred by the expiration of acertain timne froin the
commission of the same, shall not be barred until the expiration
of the same length of time alter such loss is noticed upon the
minutes of the Court.” In sec 1, strike out “ten years’ and
insert “five years.” Strike out the word “application” in sec.
4, and insert the word “affidavit.”

A Bill to be entitled. “An act to prescribe the mode of serv-
ing rocess or notice in certain cases,” amendments, add

Skc. 2. “Be it further enacted, that in cases of apphcatxon
for a divorce, should the petitioner declare in his or her peti-;:
tion, that although the defendant may be a resident of the Re-
pubhc his or he; residence is unknown or transient, upon an
affidavit to that effect, process may be served in the same man-
ner as provided for in the first section of this act; provided,
‘that in none of the cases provided for by this act shall final
judgment be rendered at the first term of the Court, unless the -



87

-defendant appears; and, further provided, that such publica-
tions shall specify the names of the parties, the Court wherein
the snit is depending. the nature of the action, and if money be
clained the amount thereof”  Add

Suc. 3. “Be it further enacted, that where the defendant is a
non-resident, notice to take depositions may be s rved by pub-
lication four weelks as prescribed in the first section of this act.”

A Bill tobe entitled : “An act to legitimate certain children
therein named,” which the Committee report back to the Sen-
ate, for their action.

Mr. Pattillo, Chairman of the Committee’'on Engrossed and
Enrolled bills, reported that the Commitiee had exumined the
following bills, to wit :

An act for the relief of Martha B. Runuels and others.

A joint resolution for the relief of Calvin Poales, David
Dawson, and others, aud—-

An act for the relief of Monio B. Goodwin, Louisa Harris,
Eliza V. Harris, and other heirs of Robert W. Harris, deceased,
and find the same carrectly engrossed.

Mr. Lawrence, Chairman of the Committee on Privileges aad
Elections to which was relerred the mermorial of James Power
reported the same back to the Senate for its action.

Mr. Greer, Chairman of the Committee on Finance, to which
was referred a bill to be cntitled : “An act authonzmrr the
Sheriff of Rusk Cennty, to cotlect the State and County tax of
said County, for the year 1842, and for other purposes, reported
the same, with the following amendments, and recommend its
passage. Infonrthline of Sec. 3, strike cout the word “Jury,’
-strike out the fourth section.

Mr. Parker, of kort Beud, by leave, introduced a bill to be
entitled : An act to legitimate certaiu children therein named.

Read a first time.

Mr. Kaufman, by leave, introdnced a bill to e entitled :
«An act to prevent the Major General from calling out the Mi-
litia, except by order of the President.

Read a first time.

Mr. Greer, by leave, introduced a bill to be entitled . “An act
authorizing the Commissicner ot the General Land-office, to
issue patents when the field notes by mistake or accident con-
tain a greater quantity of land than is called for by the certifi-
-cate.”

Read a first time.

The question of order made by Mr. Jack, on a previous day:
—~whether Mr. Greer had a right to withdraw a motion made
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"y him previously, to reconsider the vote rejecting a bill to
)e entitled : *“An act requiring the Executive and heads of De-
Jartments to return to the seat of Government,” was taken up.
‘I'he question of order withdrawn.

Mr. Greer, asked leave to withdraw his motion, upon which
the question was taken.

The ayes and noes being called for upon the question, stood
thus :— ,

Aves—DMegsrs. Greer, Kaufnan, Lawrence, Parker of Fort
Bend, Parler of Nacowdoches and Pattillo—6.

Noes—Messts. J‘\ck Humer, Rugeley, Shaw, Smith and.
Wehh—6. )

T'here being a tie, the President decided in the negative,

Me. Parker ot Fort Bend; 1moved to lay motion to 1econ°1der
upon the table, until the | 17th day of the present mouth.

The ayes and noes being cailed for, stood thus:

“~Ayes —Messrs. Greer, Kaafman, Lawrence, Parker of Fort
Bend, Parker of ’\dcoaunches, aud Pattillo—6,

Nocs—Messrs. Jack, Hunter, Rugeley, Shaw, Smith, and
Webh—6.

There being a tie the President decided in the negative.

So the motion was lost.

Mr. Greer, made a question of order—whether the question
before the Senate was iu order. The chair decided in the af-
firmative—{rom which decision, Mr. Greer appealed.

Th-= ayes,and noes being called for, stood thus:

Ayes—DMessrs. Greer, h.mfnmn Lawrence Parker of Fort
Be: 1d Par erof I\dcovdoches, and Pattlllo-—ﬁ
Messrs. Juck, Huonter, Rugeley, Shaw, Smith and

VVebb—~(5

There being a tie the President was sustained.

Mr. Jack, moved the previous question.

The ayes aud noes being catled for, stood thus:

Ayes—"lesars, Jack, Huuter. Lawrence, Rugeley, Shaw,
Smith and Webb—7.

Noas—Messrs. Greer. Kaufman, Parker of Fort Bend Park-
ker of Nacogdoches, and Pattillo—5.

So the motion to reconsider, carried.

The bill was now read a first time,

Mr. Parker of Nacogdoches, moved to lay the bill on the
talile until to-morrow at 11 o’clock.

The aves and noes being called for, stood thus.

Ayes—Messrs. Greer, KKaufman, Lawrenco, Parker of Fort
Bend, Parker of Nacogdoches, and Pattillo—6.
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Noes—Messrs. Jack, Hunter, Rugeley, shaw, Smith and
Webb—6.

There being a tie, the President decided in the negative.

So themotion was lost.

Mr. Greer, moved the following amendment to the 22d Rule
of the Senate, to wit :

Add “and no motion to lay a motion to reconsider on the ta-
ble’ shall be in order,” and '

On motion of Mr. Kaufman, the same was laid on the table.

The Senate then proceeded to the

ORDERS OF THE DAY.

A joint resolution for the relief of Calvin Boales, David
Dawson and others, '

Read a third time and passed.

A Bill to be entitled : “An act for the relief of Martha B.
Runnels and others.”

Read a third time and passed.

A message was received from His Excellency, through his
private secretary, W. D. Miller, Esq., marked “secret.”

A bill to be entitled: “An act for the relief of Monio E.
Goodwyn, Louisiana Harris, Eliza V. Harris, and other
heirs of Robert W. Harris, deceased.”

Read a third time and passed.

-A Bill to be entitled : “An act granting the Commissioner of
the Generzl Land Office and Auditor, the franking privilege.”

Read a third time and passed.

A Bill to be entitled: “An act making the town of Jasper in
the County of Jasper, the legal County seat.”

Read a third time ané passed.

A joint resolution for the relief of Edward Dwyer.

Read a third time, and

On motion of Mr. Jack, the bill was laid on the table.

Mr. Jack, by leave, introduced a bill to be entitled : “An act
to increase the salaries of District Attorneys.”

Read a first time. .

A Bill to be entitled : “An act to establish and incorporate the
Wesleyan male and female College of San Augustine.”

Read a third time and passed. = '

A joint resolution for the relief of Angelina D. Smith.

Read a third time and passed. '

A joint resolutian for ﬂ}e relief of Richard West, Deputy Col-
lector at Portla Vaty. S S

M
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Read a third time. :

Mr. Parker of Port Bend, moved to lay the bill on the table
until 10 o’clock, to-morrow. Lost—and

(l)n further motion of Mr. Parker, the same was laid on the
table. -

Mr. Parker of Fort Bend, moved an adjournment until 3
o’clock. Lost.

A joint rcsolution for the relief of George T. Holman.

Read a second time, : ‘

A Bill to be entitled : “An act requiring the Auditor to au-
dit certain claims therein mentioned,”

Read a second time—report of Committee adopted.

Mr. Parker of Nacogdoches, moved the following amend-
ment: to insert the claim of John E. Knight, for $162,91, for
carrying the ‘mail on route No., 25, in the year 1842 ; also,
the claim of. Richard G. Hall, for carrying the mail on route
No. 3, for same vear, for $125. '

Mr. Rugeley offered the following amendment to Mr. Par
ker’s amendment—*and all and similar claims of a like charac-
ter by the claimants, giving bond and good security to the Au-
ditor in double the amount of the claim to be held until final
settlement of their accounts.” o

Mr. Parker of Nacogdoches, moved the bill be recommitted
to the Committee on Post Offices and Roads. Lost, )

The question recurred upon Mr, Rugeley’s amendinent.—
Lost, The question was now upon the amendment offered by
Mr. Parker, which was lost—the bill.was then ordered to be en-
grossed. '

On motion of Mr. Jack, the Senate went inio secret session,

'T'ue doors being opened, .

O1 motion of Mr. Shaw, Mr. Smith was added to the Com-
mittee on Indian affairs. _ ‘ '

On motion of Mr. Parker of Fort Bend, the Senate adjourn
ed until 3 o’clock, P. M. ’

1

THREE O’CLOCK, P. M,

Senate met—roll called—a quorum present. 3

The report of the Committee on Privileges and Elections, to
Which was referred the memorial of James Power, was taken
Mr. Jack, offered the following resolution, to wit: . °~
Resolved, that as no notice, as required by law, has besn' gi-
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ven by James Power, who contests the seat of the Hon. W. L.
Hunter, therefore the Senate should take no action on the ap-
plication of the said Power.

. Mr. Pattillo, offered the following substitute, to wit :

Resolved, that the Hon. James Power, is hereby decla ed
duly entitled to his seat as Senator for the Senatorial District,
composed of the Counties of Refugio, Goliad and San Patricio.

When on motion of Mr. Jack, the same was made the spe-
cial order of the day for to-morrow, at 11 o’clock.

A Bill to be entitled . “An act for the relief of Messrs. Mc-
Kinney & Williams.” ' »

Read a second time, and .

On motion of Mr. Lawrence referred to Cominittee on

_Claims and Accounts. '

A message was received from the House of Representalives,
through their Chief Clerk, Mr. James H. Raymond, that the
House had passed the following bills, to wit:

A Bill to be entitled : “An act to change the seat of Justiee,
of the County of Austin.”

Read first time.

A joiat resolution for the relief of Jonathan Bird.”

Read first time.

A joint resolution for the relief of Jerome B. Robertson.

"Read first time.

A Bill to be entitled : “Ar act to exempt the citizens of the
County of San Patricio from taxation.”

‘Read a first time. :

A Bill to be entitled : “An act to legitimate John S. Hodges.”
. Read a first time. :

A Billto be entitled : “An act for the relief of the heirs of
Henry Pearson, deceased.” o o

Read first time. . - SR
" A Bill to be entitled : “An actto regulate the fees of County
‘Clerks, in certain cases.” ‘

Read 1st time. ' : : ‘

On motion of Mr. Jack, a bill to be entitled : “An act requir-
ing the Execitive and heads of Departments to return to the
Seat o;f Government,” was taken up, and passed to its’ second
reading.’ T,

A Bill to be entitled : “An act requiring the Sheriff of Rusk
County to collect the State and County tax for the year 1842,
and for other purposes.”
 Read a se¢ond tite —amendments adopted and bill passed to

_its third reading. o S e
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A Bill to beentitled . “An act to legitimate certain children
therein named.”

Read second time and passed to its third reading.

A Bill to be entitled : “An act to amend the Criminal’ LaWs
of the Republic.”

Read 2d time—amendments adopted and bill passed to third
reading,

A Bill to be entitled : “An act to prescribe the mode of serv-
ing process or notice in certain cases.”

Read a second tlme—amendments adopted and bill ordered fo
be engrossed.

A Bill to be entitled: “An act to define and fix the practice of
Probate Courts in certain cases.”

Read 2nd time—amendments adopted and bill passed to its
third reading.

On motion of Mr. J ack, the Senate adjourned until 10 o’ctock
t0-morrow morning. .

¢ ot

WeipnEsDAY, January 10th, 1844,
10 o’clock a. M.

Senate met—the roll of members being called, the foltong"
gentlemen apswered to their names, to wit :

Messrs. Greer, Jack Iiunter, Kaufman, Lawrence, Parker
of Nacogdoches, Pattlllo, ugeley, Shaw, and Smith—a quorum
present.

Prayer by the Chaplain,

' 'The joyrnals of the preceeding day. were read aml aﬁdpted,

Mr. Lawrence presented the petition of Messrs, Bates and
‘Smith, praying that the Auditor be requlred to zftuait e we-
counts- therein, named, which was, on meotion, refened f’ﬁ the
Committee on Claims and Accounts.

Mr. Kaufman presented the petition of Sfepbgan G Mcﬁlfehny
praying for, a divorce.

Mr. Parker of Fort Bend, moved that the same lay’ on the
table until the, 17’t§lda of Februa,r; next—motxon las apﬂ

On motion of %aufman, the same was re‘ferre to the
Committee on the State of the Republic.

Mr. Pattillo, chairman, of the Committee on Engrosséd’ and
Earolled Bills, reported that the Commiltee had exa,{m)r)ea Kl blll
to be entitled an act to pravidg the mode of serving i'%“ 8
notice in certain cases : also an act requiring the’ %l
audit certain claims therein mentioned, and find thé
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rectly engrossed : aiso a bill to be entitled an act to reorgahize
the District Courts of the lourth Judicial District,” aud find the
same correctly enrolled, the same having been signed by he
President of the Senate and the Speaker of the House of Repre-
sentatives, was this dav presented to His Excellency, the Presi-
dent of the Republic, for his approval.

The Select Committee, Mr. Parker of Nacogdoches, chair-
man, to which was referred a joint resolution in relation to the
able and patriotic services of Captain Lewis Sanchez, reported
the same back to the Senate with tlils slight amendment to wit:
“in the enacting clause, strike out the words, “in Congress as-
sembled,” and recominend its passage. ,

Mr. Smith, by leave, introduced a joint resolution for the re-
lief of Donat Radag, deceased. Read a first time.

Mr. Parker of Nacogdoches, by leave, introduced a joint re-
solution for the reliet of Richard G. Hall and John E. Knight.
Read a first time.

On motion of Mr. Parker of Fort Bend, the Senate proceeded
to the

ORDERS OF THE DAY.

In thre contested election between Messrs. Hunter and Powery
the question was upon the adoption of the substitute offered on
yesterday by Mr. Pattillo, to a resolution offered by Mr. Jack.

©n motion of Mr. Greer, the substitute was laid on the table.

Mr. Jack then withdrew his resolution, by leave of the Sen-
ate, when '

Mr. Webb offered the following : _
~ Resolved, that the term of four weeks be and the same is
hereby allowed to the Hon. William L. Hunter, the present sit-
ting member from the District composed of the counties of Re-
fugio, San Patricio ard Goliad, and James Power, Esqr., who
claims said seat, to take such testimony as said parties or eithexr
of them may deem necessary, in support of their respective
claims, each of said parties giving to the other notice of the
time and place of taking sald testimony.’

Mr. Jack offered the tollowing substitute :

Resolved, that the Hon. William L. Hunter is duly entitled to
the seat he occupies as Senator from San Patricio, Goliad and
Refugio.

Mr. Jack, by leave, withdrew his substitute.

The question was now upon the adoption of the resolution
offered by Mr. Webb, when
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Oa mstion of Mr. Kaufman, the same was laid on the table
until 3 o’clock, p. a1

A message was received from the House of Representatwes,
through their Chief Clerii, Mr. James H. Raymond, that the
House had passed the following bills, to wit:

A bill to be entitled An Act to estabhish a standard of weights-
and measures. Read a first time,

A bill (from the Senate) to be entitled An Act to authorize
executors, administrators or guardiaus, to purehase property for
the collection of debts in certain cases.

A bill to be entitled An Act requiring the Auditor to audit
certain claims therein mentioned. Read a third time and passed.

A bill to be entitled An Act to provide the mode of serving
process or notice, in certain eases. Read a third time.

The ayes and. noes upon the final passage of the bill being
called for, stood thus:

Ayes—Messrs. Jack, Hunter; Kaufman, Lawrence, Rugeley,
Shaw Smith, and Webb—8

Noes—Measrs Greer, Parker of Fort Bend, Parker of Na-
cogdoches and Pattillo—4. So the bill passed.

Mr. Lawrence, by leave, reported upon behalf of the Select
Committee, to which was referred a bill to be entitled An Act
prescribing the mode by which non-resident married women
may dispose of their separate property, situated in this country,
that they had had the same under consideration, and recom-
mend the rejection of the admendment proposed by the Judi-
ciary Committee, and the passage of the original bill.

The ayes and noes being called for on the adoption of the
report, stood thus: =
Ayes—Messrs. Greer, La.wrence, Parker of Fort Bend Pa-
tillo, Shaw and Smith—-6.
Noes—Messrs. Jack, Hunter, Kaufman, Parker of Nacogdo-
. ches, Rugeley and Webb—6.
There being atie, the President decided in the nagatwe
So the report was rejected.
The question being called for on the. engrossment of the bill,
and the ayes and noes being called, stood thus :
Ayes—Messrs. Jack, Hunter, Kaufman Rutreley, Smith, and
Webb—aé6..
Noes—Messrs. Greer, Lawrence, Parker of Fort Bend, Par—
ker of Nacogdoches, Pattillo and Shaw—®6.

There being a tie,; the President voted in the aﬂirmanvg,
So the bill was ordered to be engrossed. 0 -
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A Bill to be entitled: “An act to ainend the Criminal Laws
of the Republic.”

Read a third time and passed.

A Bill to be entitled : “An act to define and fix the praetice
of Probate] Courts, in certain cases.”

Read a third time and passed.

"~ A Bill to be entitled: “An act to increase the salaries of
District Attorneys.” :

Read a second time, and

On motion of Mr. Webb, referred to the Committee on the
Judiciary.

A Bill'to be entitled : “An act authorizing the Sheriff of Rusic
County to collect the State and County tax for said County, for
the year 1842.”

Read a third time. .

Mr. Webb, moved its committal to a Select Committee.

Lost. The question was now on its passage, which was
carried, .

A joint resolution for the relief of George T. Holman.

Read a third time, and

On motion of Mr. Kaufman, the same was recommitted to a
Select Committee.

Messrs.—Kaufman, Greer and Webb, were appointed said
Committee.

On motion of Mr. Pattlllo, the Senate adjourned until 3
o'elack, P. M. ' .

THREE 0’CLOCK, P. M.

Senate met—.roll ealled- -quorum present.

The question upon the adoption of the resolution of Mr.
Webb, in relation to the contested clection between the Hon.
William L. Hunter and James Power.

Mr. Kaufman moved to amend the resolution by inserting
three weeks instead of “four’.

Amendment accepted.

Mr. Greer, offered to amend by granting the Hon. William
L. Hunter, leave of absence for three weeks.

The ayes and noes being called for upon the amendment of-
ferred by Mr. Greer, stood thus:: .

Ayes—Messrs. Greer, Lawrence, Parker of Fort Bend, Par-
ker of Nacogdoches, and Pattillo—5.

Noes——Messrs, Jack, Kaufman, Rugeley, Shaw, Smith and
‘Webb--6. :
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So the amnendment was rejected.

T'he guestion was now on the adoption of the original reso-
lution offered by Mr. Webb. :

The ayes and noes being called, stood thus :

Ayes---Messrs. Jack, Kaufman, Rugeley, Shaw, Smith- and
Webb---6.

Noes---Messrs. Greer, Lawrence, Parker of Fort Bend, Par-
ker of Nacogdoches and Pattillo---5.

So the resolution was adopted.

A joint resolution in relation to the able and patriotic servi-
ces of Captain Lewis Sanchez. Amendment adopted.

Read a second time, and ordered to be engrossed.

A Bill to beentitled : “An act to legitimate certain children
therein named.”

Read a third time, and passed.

A joint resolution for the relief of Jerome B. Robertson

Read a second time, and - -

On motion of Mr. Kaufman, referred to. the Committee on

Public Lands.

A bill to be entitled : An act to exempt the citizens of the.
County of San Patricio from taxation.”

Read a second time, and

On motion of Mr. Webb, referred to the Committee on Fi-
nance.

A bill to be entitled : “An act to legitimate John S. Hedges.”

Read a second time, and

On motion of Mr. Greer, referred to the Committee on the
State of the Republic.

A Bill to be entitled : “An act for the relief of the heu's of
Henry Pearson, deceased.’

Read a second time, and

On motion of Mr. Shaw, referred to the Comumittee on. Pub-
he Lands.

A bill to be entitled: “An act to change the seat of justice
in the County of Austin.”

Read a second time, and passed to its third reading.

A joint resolution for the relief of Jonathan Bird.

Read a second time, and , :

On moticn of Mr. Kaufman, referred to: the Commlttee on
Claims and Accounts. 7

A bill to be entitled : “An act to regulate the fees of 'Connty
Clerks in certain cases.” C

Read a second time, and
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On motion of Mr. Kaufman, referred to the Committee on
the State of the Republic.

A bill to be entitled : “ Au act legitimizing certain children
therein named.”

Read a second time, and

On motion of Mr. Greer, referred to the Committec on the
State of the Republic.

A Bill to be entitled : “An act to prohibit the Major General
from calling ont the Militia, except by order ot the President.

Read a second time,

Mr. Jack, moved its reference to the Committee on Military
Affairs.

The ayes and noes being called for on the reference, stood
thus:

.Ayes—Messrs. Greer, Jack, Hauter, Rugeley, Shaw, Smith
and Webb—7. ‘

Noes--Messrs. Kaufman, Lawrence, Parker of Fort Bend,
Parker of Nacogdoches and Pattillo—5.

So the bill was referred.

A bill to be entitled : “Aun act authorizing the Commissioner
General of the Land Odice, to issue patents when the field
notes by mistake or accident contain a greater quantity of land
than is called for by the certificate.”

Read a second time, and .

On motion of Mr. Jack, referred to the Comumittec o Pub-
" lic Lands.

A bill to be entitled: “An act requiring the Executive and
heads of Departments, to return to the seat of Government.”

Read by its caption, and

On motion of Mr. Jack, laid on the table.

On motion of Mr. Parker of Fort Bend, Senate adjourned
until 10 o’clock, to-morrow mormung.

Tueespay, January 11, 1844. ¢
' ' 10 o’clock a. m. y

- Senate met—the roll of members being called, the following
gentlemen answered to their names, to wit: Messrs. Greer,
Huntet,Rugeley, Shaw, Smith,and ¥Vebb—-
« There not being a quorum—the Sergeant-at-arms was des-
patched after absent members—~returned and a quorum present.
Prayer by the Chaplain.
N
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"The journals of the preceding day were read and adopted

Mr. Lawrence presented the petition ot Messrs. League &
Andrews, praymg for relief, &c., and

On motion the same was referred to a select committee.

Messrs. Lawrence, Greer, and Smith, were appointed said
Commites.

Mr. Patullo, Chairman of the Committee on Engrossed and
Enrolled bills, reported thag the Committee had examined a
joint resolution in relation to the able and patriotic services of
Captain Luis Sanchez,” also,

A bill to be entitled : “An act to provide the manner by which
nonresident married women may convey thelr property situat-
cd in this country, and for other purposes,” and find the same
correcily engrossed, Also,

A bill to Be entitled : “An act to authorize administrators,
execu tors or guardians to purchasc property for the collection

f debts in certain cases,” and find the same correctly enrolled,
the same having been qngned by the President of the Senate,
and Speaker of the House of Representatives, was this day
presented to his Kxcellency for his approval.

Mr- Smith, Chairman of the Committee on Public Lands, to
which was ruferrcd a joint resolution for the relief of Jerome B.
Robertson, reported the sae back to the Scnate, and recom-
meud 1ts indefinite postpsruement.

My. Parker, of Nacogdoches, Chairman of the Committee on
Claitns and Acconnts, to w hich was referred the joint resolu-
tion for the relief of Johu W. Smith and others, reported the
same back to the Senate, without amendmem aud recommend
its passage.

Mr. Rugeley, Chairman of the Committee on the State of
the chn‘mc to which was referred, a bill to be entitled: “An
act authorizing the Secretary of State to employ an additional
assistant Cler ",” reported the same back to the Senate for its ac-
tion. Also,

A Bill to b entitled : “An act suplementary to an act regulat-
ing the sale of runaway siaves, approved January 5, 1842, with
the following amendments, to wit : In Section 1st strike out
«ind for each and every slwve taken up without the llrmts of
this Republiv, one hundred dollars.”

In the first section strike out the word “recovered” and in
sert the word “secured.” :

In the third Section strike out the word “any” and msert the
word “no” in the first line.

Mr. Rugeley, Chairman of the Committee on Naval A{fmrs, .
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vy, reported a bill to Lo entitled : “An act makiug an appropria-
tion to pay in part the officers of the Navy,” which was read a
first time.

A message was received {rom his Excellency the Pres;dent
through his private Secretary; W. D. Miller, returuingt to theSen-
ate the bill to be entitled: “An act to repeal "all laws ow in force
authorizing the President to form Colonization Contracts, and
to forfeit_such as have already been made, wherc the counditions
have not been strictly complied with,” with his objections, as
follows, to wit :

Executive Departinent, ¢
Wasmnaron, January 10th, 1844, )

To the Honorable the Senaie :

The Executive has had under consideration, the biil provid-
ing for a “repeal of all laws now in force, authoriziug ti:e Pre-
sident to form colonization contracts, and to forfeit such as have
_already been made, where the couditions have not beenr sty 10113

complied with,” and is constrained to return the seme to tho
House in which it originated, without his approval.

The various contracts under the laws intended to be repeal-
ed by this bill, were all made with reference to those liws as
they stood at the date of the contracts. Those laws coutem-
plate and provide for an extension of time, under certaiu cir-
cumstances, to the contractors. 'This provision entered iuto

and became one of the governing priuciples of the contracts;
and any law now passed declarmcr that “no exteusion of time
.ot privilege shall begranted to said contractors  for the purpose
of carrying sach contracts into effect,” would, in the opinion of
the Executive, ditectly impair the obligation of the existiug
contracts. 'The contractors have the right to expect a just and
strict compliance with the spirit and letter of the laws governing
their contracts, on the part of the Government ; and To curtall
their rights as provided for in the bill, wou]d, tre Executive
conceives, be not only a violation of the constitution but werk
. great loss and incenvenience to these who have iuvested copi-
tal and expended labor in endeavoring to carry out their respee-
tive undertakings in good faith.

In oneor two instancm contractors nave been prevented.
from iutroducing settlers into their colonies, by the cxpress re-
quest and direction of the Government, under the apprehien-
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sion that by so doing, the efforts of the Government in bring-
ing about a peace with the Indians would probably be inter-
rupted Under these circumstances, it would be a glaring vio-
lation of good faith to deprive the contractors of the privileges
secured to them under the law.

Nothing certainly exerts a more detrimental influence upon
the plObpeI‘lty and happiness of a nation than instability in legis-
lation. The contractors for the seitlement of our vacant do-
main have not, as yet, had time to perfect their respective con-
tracts; and beforea fair ex ¢periment of the policy of this mode
of settling the country is made, it should not be eondemned.—
The dignity, as well as interests of the nation, requires, as the
Executive believes, a strict fulfilment of all its pledges. If in-
dividuals are not protected in their just rights, it will be utterly
impossible that any confidence should exist; and the conse-
quences must naturally be languor, indecision and failure in
every thing wherein the Government has any occasion for indi
vidual enterprize.

The Iixecutive is assured from many sources, both in Europe
and America, that many cmigrants are already on their way to
the colonies to be settled under existing contracts; many have
already arvived, and many more will (unless all faith 'in the
Government is destroyed) make our vacant territory their fu-
ture home. A very powerful and wealthy association at May-
ence, in Germany, is on the eve of commencing the introdue-
tion of a large number of German families into Western Tex-
as. By aﬁ'ordmcr a few facilities and observing a strict regard
for the laws, much may be done towards the settlement and
protection of that portion of our vacant territory by a popula-
tion distinguished for its industry and thrift.

SAM HOUSTON.

Which was read, and

On motion of Mr. Kaufman, ordered to lay on the table one
day.

Mr. Jack, by leave, introduced a bill to be entitled : “An aet
giving the dn'ect taxes to the Counties.”

Read a first time. :

On motion of Mr. Jack, rule suspended—read a second time
and referred to the Committee on Finance.

'The Senate then proceeded to the
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ORDERS OF THE DAY.

A bill to be entitled: “Anact to provide the mode by which
nonresident married women may convey their property, situat-
ed in this Country.”

Read a third time.

The ayes and unoes being called for stood thus :

Ayes—Messrs. Jaek, Hunter, Kaufman, Rugeley, Smith and
Webb—¢.

Noes—Messrs. Greer, Parker of Fort Bend, Parker of Nacog-
dochies, Patillo, and Shaw—25.

So the bill passed.

A joint resalution in relation to the able and patriotic services
ol Captain Luis Sauchez.

Read a third titne and passed.

A bill to be entitled : “An act suplementary to an act entitled
an act regulating the sale of runaway slaves”—amendmzents re-
ported by the Committee adopted.

Read second time.

Mr. Kaufman, rmoved to strike out the words “with all rea-
sonable costs and damages” in 2d Sec.—carried.

Mr. Greer, moved to sirike out in same section the words “or
persons” also the words “or they”-—carried—also, strike out in
first section the word “near” and insert “West of ——carried.

Mr. Rugeley, moved to strike from lst Section the words
“fifty dollars” and insert “forty dellars”—carried, and

On motion of Mr. Kaufman, the bill was recommitted to a
select Committee.

Messrs. Lawrence, Webb and Greer, were appointed said
Committee.

A joint resolution for the relief of Jerome B. Robertson—the
report of the Committee recommending its indefenite postpone-
ment was adopted.

Abill to be entitled: “An act to authorize the Secretary ot
State to employ an additional assistant Clerk”--the question be-
ing on the engrossment of the bill, was lost.

Mr. Greer, moved a reconsideration—carried:

The ayes and noes being called for on the engrossment of the
bill, stood thus :

Ayes—Messrs. Hanter, Kaufman, Lawrence, Parker of Fort
Bend, Pattillo and Rugeley—6.

Noes—Messrs. Greer. Jack, Parker of Nacogdaches, Shaw,
Smith and Webb---6.
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‘1here being a tie, the President voted in the negative,

39 the question was lost.

A joint reselution for the relief of John W. Smnh

‘{md a second time, and passed to its third reading.

A message was rccelved from the House of Representatlve'z ;
throuzh thcn Chief Clerk, Mr. James H. Raymond, that the
touse had passed the tollowmw bills, to wit:

A Bill to be entitled : “An act authorlzmo- John C. Hays, to-
raise a Company of mounted gunmen.

Read a first time,

A Bill to he entitled : “An act to incorporate the Cumber.
tand Presbyterian Church of Clarksville.”

Reud a first time.

A Billto beertitled : “An act to amend an act organizing the
Militia of the Counties of Robertson aud Brasos, approved Jan-
b 18 1 9] )7

Read a first time.

A Bill to be entitled: “An act to amend an act regulating
sales by Judgment or Decree of a Court of Probate or- Court of
Chancery, approved January 14, 1843

Read a first time.

A joint resolution for the relief of the heirs of John. Hibbins
deceased.

Read a first time.

A Bill to be entitled. “An act to repeal the 13th section of
an act, entitled an act to raise a revenue by direct taxation,. ap-
proved 4th Feb. 1841.”

Read a first time.

A Bill tobe entitled : “An act supplementary to an act to locate
a road from Washington, to Sabiné river.”

Read a first time. Also,

A Bill from the Senate, entitled : “An actto fix thecurrency in
which fines and forfeitures shall be collected,” with the follow-
ing amendment, to wit :

After the words “or gold or silver” insert “or Exchequer
bills.”

The Senate refused to concur in the amendment of the
House, and

On motion of Mr. Jack, a Committee of conference was ap-
pointed on the part of the Senate, to confer with a like Com-
mittee on the part of the House, &c.

Messrs. Jack and Kaufman, were appointed said Committee.

A Bill for the relief of the heirs of Wm. M. Kastland, and
others.
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A Bill granting the Commissioner of the Geuneral Land-ol-
fice and Auditor, the franking privilege.

A Bill toincorporate the Wesleyan male and female College
of San Angustite. The amendments of the Senate to whicl
several bills, the House of Representatives had concurred iu.
Also—

A joint resolution making an appropriation of one thousand
dollars for printing—the House having adopted the substitute
of the Senate. Alsq,

That the House had concurred in the amendments of the
Senate, to a bill te be entitled : “An act to amend the Criminal
Laws of the Republic of Texas.”

A Bill to be entitled : “An act to change the seat of Justice of
the Connty of Austin.”

Read a 3d time.

Mr. Jack, offered the foilowing amendme:t, to wit :

“Provided, however, that the removal of the different offices
shall not be made 1ili after the next spring term of the District
Court, which Court shall be holden at the place fixed by the
former law.”

Amendinent adopted and bill passed.

Yo miotioir of Mr. Greer, the bill to be entitled: “An act
makiong appropriations for the vear 1844, was taken up.

On motion of Mr. Parker of Nacogdoches, the article making
an appropriation for a spy company on our Western and South-
western {rontier, was stricken out.

Mr. Jack, moved to strike out the article making an appro-
priation for pay of Commissioners to Mexico.

The ayes and noes being called for, stood thus :

Ayes---Messrs. Jack, Huuter, Rugeley, Shaw, Smith and
Webb—6.

Nocs.-—Messrs. Greer, Kaufman, Lawrence, Parker of Fort
Bend, Parkerof Nacogdoches, aud Pattillo—6.

Mr. Gireer, being i the Chair, and there being a tie, the mo-
tion was lost.

On motion of Mr. Lawrence, the bill was laid on the table.

A joint resolntion for the relief of the estate of Donat Ra-
daz.

Read a secoud time, and

On motion of Mr. Smith, referred to the Committee on Claims
and Accounls.

A joint resolution for the relief of Richard G. Hall and John
E. Knight.

Read a second time, and
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On motion of Mr. Parker of Nacogdoches, referred to the
Committee on Post offices and Roads.

A Bill to be entitled: “Aun act to establish a standard of
weights and measures.”

Read a second time, and

Ou motion of Mr. Lawrence, referred to the Committee on
the State of the Republic.

Mr. Kaufman, offered the following resolution, to wit :

“Resolved, that His Eixcellency the President be respectful-
Iy requested to communicate to the Senate, as early as practica-
ble, an estimate of the probable amonnt necessary to be appro-
priated towards Indian purposes, and pay of Comumissioners to
Mexico.” ’ ’

Adopted.

On motion of Mr. Parker of Nacogdoches, the Senate ad-
journed until 10 o’clock, to-mmorrow morning. '

Furrpay, Jauvary 12th, 1844,
10 o’clock, A. M. §

Senate met—the roll of members being called, the following
geutlemen answered to their names, to wit: Messis. Greer,
Hunter, Parker of Nacogdoches, Pattillo, Rugeley, Shaw and
Smith. i

There not being a quorum, the Sergeant-at-Arms was des-
patched after absent members—returned, and a quorum present.

Prayer by the Chaplain. ,

The journals of the preceding day were read and adopted.

Mr. Webb presented the jmemorial of C. 1. Mercer, relative
to a contract for colonization, &c., and on wmotion, the same was
referred to the Commiittee on the State of the Republic.

Mr. Lawrence presented the petition of Anthony B. Shelby,
praying an appropriation for services as District Judge, and

On of Mr. Parker of Nacogdoches, the same was referred to
the Committee on Finance.

Mr. Parker of Nacogdoches, chairman of the Commiltee on
Claims and Accounts, to which was referred “A joint resolu-
tion for the relief of Jonathan Bird,” also “A joint resolntion
for the reliet of Robert Pace,” reported the same back to the
Senate, and recommend their passage.

Mr. Lawrence, chairman of the Committee on Military Affairs
to which was referred a bill to be entitled “An Act to prevent
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the Major-General from calling out the militia, except by ord
of the President,” reported the same back to the Senate for i
action. -

Mr, Webb, from the Select Committee, to which was referre.
a bill to be eutitled “An Act supplementary to an act regulating
the sale of runaway slaves, approved January 5th, 1841,” re-
ported the same back to the Senate with the following amend-
ments, to wit : strike out of the first section, all after the word
“slaves,” in the fifth line, to the words “the San Antonio,” in
the seveateenth line, and insert the words “on or west of ”
strike out of the second section the word “rates” in the fifth line
and insert the word “sum”——; in same section, after the
word “receive” insert the words “for each slave so apprehended
and delivered ;” in same section strike out the words “or they”
in the seventh line, and the words “with all reasonable damages
and costs” in the tenth line, and the words “or persons’’; in the
fourth line insert this additional section as Section 3rd., to read
as follows :

Be it further enacted, that the provisions of the second sec-
tion of this act shall extend to persons apprehending runaway
slaves in an' part of the Republic, provided said slaves are de-
livered by the apprehender to the owner thereof, at his or her
residence. (Change the number of Section 3 to Section 4.

Mr. Greer, chairman of the Committee on Finance, to which
was referred a joint resolution for the relief of L. S. Hargous of
the city of Vera Cruz, reported the same back to the Senate for
its action.

Mr. Kaufman, from the Judiciary Committee, to which was
referred a bil] to be entitled An Act authorizing constables to act
in their official capacities thronghout their respective counties
with the following amendment, to wit : in 6th line of Section 1,
after the word “office” insert “connected with suits legally insti-
tuted within the beats to which said constables respectively be-
long:” also “a joint resolution for the relief George T. Holman,”
and recommend its indefinite postponement: also “An act to
provide a mode of making Executors and Adminstrators parties
to certain suits,” and recommends’that it lay on the table.

Mr. Webb, by leave, introduced a bill to be entitled An act to
repeal the first section of an act entitled an act fixing the time
at which laws passed by Congress shall go into effect, and pre-
scribing the manner in which the same shall be promulgated,
approved 16th January, 1840.” Read first time.

Ou motion of Mr. Jack, rule suspended, read a second time,

0
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on motion of Mr. Parker ot Nacogdoches, rule further suspend-
ed, read a third time and passed.

Mr. Smith, by leave, introduced a bill to be entitled An act
for the protection of the Western and South-Western frontier.
Read a first time, and

On motion of Mr. Greer, the rule was suspended and bill
read a second time.

Mr. Jack moved its reference to the Judiciary Committee—
carried. .

Mr. Jack, chairman of the Judiciary Committee, to which was
referred a joiut resolution for the re-organization and relief of
Refugio county with the following amendments to wit: strike
out the preamble and first section ; amend Sec. 2nd s0 as to read
thus:

Be it resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives
of the Republic of Teras in Congress assembled, That the
‘Chief Justice of the County of Victoria be, and he is hereby
required upoun the petition of twelve resident citizens of the
county of Refucrlo to issue a writ of election for the election of
a Caief Justice for Refugio county, which election shall be held
in eonformity to law, at the precincts in Refugio county, and
the Chief Justice of the county of Victoria shall make a proper
return of said election to the Department of State.

A substitate for 5th Section.

Be it further resolved, Thut the Chief Justice of Victoria
.county be required to perform the same duties for the re-organi-
zation of the couity of Goliad and all the provisions and bene-
fits of this joint resolution shall be extended to the citizens of
Goliad county.

Auend 4th Section by striking out the words 1842 and 1843,
and insert “previous to 1844.

A messaze was received from His Excellency, the President,
tavough his Private Secretary, W. D. Miller, in answer to a re-
solution of the Senate of yesterday, requesting an estimate of
the probablc amount required to be appropriated for Indian pur-
poses, and for pay of Commissioners to Mexico, the present year,
which was read in the words jollowing :

Execurive DEPARTMENT, g
Washington, January 11th, 1844.
To the Honorable, the Sennle :
The Executive has the honor to communicate to the Sennte
in answer to their resclution of inquiry of this date, that the
sum of tcn thousand doilars will probably be required for In.
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dian purposes for the current year.  In this amount will be in-
cluded any liabilities alrcady meurred which may not be met
from the appropriations lierctofore made.

It will be necessary to hold one or more councils with the
Indians during the present year; and provision must he made
for the purchase of the presents usually distributed upon all
such occasions, as well as for the pay of commissioners, super-
intendants, agents, messengers and other incidental expenses,

The several resoluuons of the Senate, calling upon the Iix-
ecutive for a statement of the mode in which the {unds hercto-
fore appropriated for frontier protection, Indian purposes anud
the contingences of the various Departinents and offices oi
Government have been expended, were immediately, upon their
receipt, referred to the Auditor. 'T'he labor and time necessa-
rily required for the compilation of the infermatioti requested,
have prevented any report from that oflicer as yet.  As soon as
1t shall have been made, the Bxecutive will forthwith transuit
the same to the Senate.

In answer to the inquiry as to what amount will be required
for the pay of Commissioners to Mexico, I have the honor to
reply, that there is now due to the Commissioners one thousand
dollars each, which was principally expended by them in fitting
themselves out tor the service assigned them in a respectable
manner. This was supposed, with the advances which they
themselves very generously agreed to make for the sawe object,
to be sufficient for their support until the probable termination
of the commission upon the Rio Grande. The propositions
from Mexico concerning the armistice, contemplated the ap-
pointment on our part of not one, but two or more Commission-
ers—otherwise but one would have been appointed. In addi-
tion to the amount due the Commissioners, obligations have been
incurred for carrying expresses between Galveston and Mata-
moros,in relation to the armistice and the release of our prisoners,
amountmcr to between three and four hundred dollars ; both of
which sums are included in the estimate of ten thousand dol-
lars respectfully asked of Congress as an uppropriation for in-
tercourse with Mexico. This estimate is intended to include,
moreover, whatever may be reasonably required for the eflicient
conduct ot the negotiations, in the event of their removal to the
city of Mexice.

The Honorable Senate, as well as the Executive, are aware
that the public interests demand the strictest economy and cir-
cumspection in the disbursement of the public moneys ; and the
Executive will not, of course, expend more for the purposes
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above indicated than may be absolutely necessary to the attain-
ment of the best practicable results in both Indian and Mexican
negotiations.  If the armistice be continued, and negotiations
progress at the Mexican capital, it may be unnecessary to em-
ploy more than one Commissioner. In that case, the Executive
would feel it obligatory upon him to reduce the expenditures to
the indispensable wants of the service, which wonld probably
bring them much within the sum specified as probably requisite,
- SAM. HOUSTON.

Mr. Lawrence presented the memorial of Edwin W. Moore,
in relation to his conduct as commander of the Navy, &c., with
the accompanying documents, which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Naval Affairs.

Mr. Pattillo, chairman of the Committee on Engrossed and
Enrolled Bills, reported that the Committee had examined “An
act to repeal the first section of an act fixing the time at which
laws passed by Congress shall go into effect, and prescribing the
manner in which the same shall be promulgated, approved Jan.
16th, 1840,” and find the same correctly engrossed.

On motion of Mr. Greer, the Secretary was instructed to fur-
nish His Excellency, the President with a copy of the printed
documents accompanying the memorial of E. W. Moore.

Mr. Webb offered the following resolution, to wit :

Resolved, that with the concurrence of the House of Repre-
sentatives, the Naval Committees of the two Houses will act
conjointly on the memorial of E. W. Moore, late Post Captain
in the Texas Navy”—adopted. :

A message was received from the House of Representatives,
through their Chief Clerik, Mr. James H. Raymond, that the
House had passed the following bills, to wit: .

A bill for the relief of William G. Cooke, late Acting Quar-
ter Master General. Read a first time.

A bill to be entitled an act supplementary to an act concerning
rents. Read a first time, and

On motion of Mr. Jack, the same was laid on the table.

A joint resolution requiring the Commissioner of the General
Land Office to open his office at Austin for the transaction of
business. - Read a first time, and :

On motion of Mr. Webb, the same was laid on the table.

A bill to be entitled an act to incorporate the Colorado Navi-
gation company, with the following amendment, which was con-
curred in by the Senate, to wit.

Be it further enacted, that said corporation shall not be per-
mitted to issue any bill, promissory note or other instrument to
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circulate as money, or deal in bills of exchange, except purchas-
Ing such bills of exchange as may be necessary to carry on said
work.”

Mr. Jack, from the Committee of Conference, appointed on
vesterday, to confer with a like committee on the part of the
House, upon the amendments of the House to a bill to be enti-
tled “An act to fix the currency in which fines and forfeitures
shall be recovered,” reported that the House had receded from
the amendment proposed by them to the said bill.

The Senate then proceeded to the

ORDERS OF THE DAY.

A bill to be entitled An act supplementary to an act to regu-
late the sale of runaway slaves, approved January 5th, 1841.
Read a second tine. Amendinents adopted and passed to a third
reading.

A bill to entitled An act to prohibit the Major General from
calling out the militia. Read a second time, and

On motion of Mr. Webb, the same was [aid.on the table until
3 o’clock, p. M.

Mr. Webb moved an adjournment until 3 o’clock p. Mm.—
motion lost.

A bill to be entited An act for the relief of L. S. Hargous.
Read a second time, and passed to a third reading.

A joint resolution for the relief of George T. Holman, Read
a second time—the report of the Committee adopted—which
rejected the bill.

A bill to be An act to provide a mode for making Executors
and Administrators, parties to certain suits—laid on the table.

A joint resolution for the re-organization and relief of Refu-
gilo county. Read a second time,.

The amnendments of the committee were adopted, except the
amendment to the fourth section, which was rejected. Bill read
a second time. r

Mr. Webb offered the following amendment, to wit: after the
word “taxes,” in fourth section, insert the words “on real
estate,”

Mr. Kaufman moved to strike out 4th Section—carried, .

Mr. Hunter moved to lay on table—carried.

On motion of Mr. Jack, the bill to be entitled An act requir-
ing the Executive and Heads of Departments to return to the
Seat of Government was taken up.

Mr. Lawrence moved that the bill lay on the table until the
20th instant.
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T'he ayes and noes being called for, stood thus :

;\L_vec—W BISTS, ern, Kaufman, Lawrence, Parker of Fort
Baud, Parker of Nacozdoches, and Pattxllo—ﬁ

,\’ocs—}l:ssm Jack, Huater, Rugeley, Shaw, Smith and
Wehb—6.

"T"here being a tie, the President decided in the negative. So
tha motion was lost.

Mr. Greer move] the bill be referred to the Committee on the
State of the Republic,

The ayes and noes being called for, stood thus :

hm—— Slessrs. Greer, Kaulman, Lawrence Parker of Fort
Bend, Parker of I\kxco'rdoches and Pattillo—6.

Voc —Messrs, Jack Hunter, Rugeley, Shaw, Smith and
Webbh—6.

There being a tu,, the President decided in the negative.

So the motion was lost.

Mr. Webb moved to fill the blank in the bill with ¢“six hun-
dred.”

Th= ayes and noes being called for, stood thus:

Ayes—ilessrs, Jack, Hunter, Rugeley, Shaw, Smith and
Webb—-6.

Noes—Messrs. Greer, Kaufman, Lawrence, Parker of Fort
Bend, Parker of Nacogdoches, and Pattillo—6.

There being a tie, the President decided in the affirmative.

So the .motion carried.

Mr. Greer offered the following as a substitute for the last
section, to wit:

Be it further enacted, that this act shall take effect one year
after it passage.”

The ayes and noes being called for, stood thus.

Ayes—Messrs. Greer, Kaufman, Lawrence, Parker of Fort
Bend, Parker of Nacogdoches, and Pattillo—6.

Noes—Messrs. Jack, Hunter, Rugeley Shaw, Smith and
Webb—6. -

There being a tie, the President decided in the negative.

So the substitute was rejected.

Mr. Greer moved to strike out from the first section these
words, to wit: “the Seat of Government established by law.”

The ayes and noes being called for stood thus :

Ayes—Messrs. Greer, Kaufman, Lawrence, Parker of Fort
Bend, Parker of Nucocdoches and Pattillo—6.

Noes—Messrs. Jack Hunter Rugeley, Shaw, Smith and
Webb—6.
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There being a tie, the President dectded in ti.c negadive.

So the nmeudmcm was rejected.

Mr. Parker of I'ort Bend moved an adjourunment until 3
o’clock, p. m.

The ayes and noes being called for, stood thus :

Aycs—DMessrs, Greer, IKaufinan, Lawrence, Parker of Fort

*Bend, Parker of Nucogdoches, and Pattillo—6.

Noes—-Messrs. Jack, Hunter, Ruogeley, Shaw, dinith and
Webb--6.

There being a tie, the President dcmded in the negative.

So the motion was lost.

Mr. Parker of Nacogdoches offered the following amendment
to the first section : strike out from the word "Lumedntc)y n
third line to the word «it” in fifth line, aud insert these words,
«“ immediately after official information shall have been re-
ccived of the establisiiment of the armistice between Texas and
Mexico, or the acknowledgement of the independece of Texas
by Mexico.”

Mr. Jack moved the previous question. 'The uestion was
now, shall the main question be put ?

The ayes and noes being called for, stood thus:

Ayes—DMessrs. Jack, Hunter, Rugeley, Shaw, Smith and
Webb—6.

Noes—Messrs. Greer, Kaufman, Lawrence, Parker of Fort
Bend, Parker of Nacoodoches, and Patlllo—-ﬁ

There being a tie, the President decided in t' ¢ affirmative.

So the quesnon was put.

Mr. Parker of Nacogdoches rose to a question of order,
whether the call for the previous question precluded the vote
from being taken upon the amendment proposed by him. The
President decided in the affirmative. 'f'he main question was
shall the bill pass to its third reading ?

The ayes and noes being called iox stood thus:

Ayes—Messrs. Jack, Hunter, Kaufnmn Lawrence, Rugeley,
Shaw, Smith and Webb—8.

Noes——Messrs. Greer, Parker of Fort Bend, Parker of Nacog-
doches and Pattillo—A4.

So the bill passed to its third reading.

Mr. Juck moved to take up the amendment offered by Mr.
Greer to the 22nd rule of Senate—carried.

Mr. Webb offered the following substitite :

No motion to reconsider a vote refusing to reconsider a pre-
vious vote shall be in order—adopted.

Mr. Jack, by leave, introduced a bill tq be entitled “An act to
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provide for the more certain collection of the License Taxes.”
Read a first time, and

Oa motion of Mr. Jack, the rule was suspended—bill read a
second time, and referred to the Committee on Finance.

On motion of Mr. Jack, the Senate adjourned until 3 o’clock,

P. M.
THREE O'CLOCK, P. M,

Senate mct—roll called—a quorum present.

A bill to be entitled An act authorizing John C. Hays to raise
a company of mounted gunmen. Read a second time, and

On motion of Mr. Smith referred to the Committee on Milita-
ry Affairs.

A joint resolution for the relief John W. Smith. Read a third
time and passed.

A bill to be entitled An act for the relief of Robert Pace.
Read a second time and passed to third reading. -

A Joint resolution for the relief Jonathan Bird. Read a se-
coud time, aud passed to its third reading.

A Dbill to be entitled An act authorizing constables to act in
their official capacity throughout their respective counties.
Read a second time, and rejected.

A bill to be entitled An act to incorporate the Cumberland
Presbyterian Church of Clarksville. Read a second time, and
referred,

On motion of Mr. Kaufman, to the Committee on the State of
the Republic.

A bill to be entitled An act to repeal the 13th Section of an
act eutitled an act to raise a revenue by direct taxation, approv-
ed Feb. 4th, 841, Read second time.

Mr. Lawrence moved to amend the last section by adding
after the word “Matagorda” the words “Houston and Galveston”
andon motion of Mr. Smith, San Antonio was added——carried.
And on motion of Mr. Kaufnmu, the rule was suspended—bill
read a third time and passed.

Mr. Kaufiman moved to reconsider a vote which indefinitely
postponed a bill to be entitled an act for the relief of Gcorge
T. Holman --carried, and bill read a second time and passed to
its third reading.

A bill to be entitled An act to amend an act, entitled an act to
organize tie militia of Brazos and Robertson counties, approv-
ed January 16th, 1842. Read second time, and on motion of
Mr. Shaw, referred to the Committee on Military Affairs.
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A bill to repeal an act entitled An act regulating sales by
judgment or decree of a Court of Probate or Courts of Chancel v,
approved January 14th, 1843, Read a second time, and

On motion of Mr. Iwuﬁnan referred to the Judiciary Com-
mittee.

A bill to be entitled An act supplementary to an act to locate
a road from Washington to the Sabine river, approved Decem-
ber 14th, 1839. Read second time, and

On motion of Mr. Greer, referred to the Committee on Post
Offices and Roads.

A joint resolution for the relief of the heirs of John Hibbins
deceased. Read second time, and

Ou motion of Mr. Smith, referred to the Judiciary Committee.

A bill to be entitled An act to prohibit the Major General
from calling out the militia, cxcept by order of the President.
Read second time.

Mr. Greer moved to amend the last section by inserting these
words, “any law to the contrary notwnhstapd'nﬂ”-—ca)rled

The question was now on the engrossment of “the bill.

The ayes and noes being called for, stood thus :

Ayes---Messrs. Greer, Hunter Kauafinan, Lawrence, Parker of
Nacogdoches, Patillo and Shaw-7

Noes---Messrs. Jack, Parker of Fort Bend, Rugeley, Smith
and Webb---5. So the bill was ordered to be engrossed.

A bill to be entitled An act making an approplmuon to pay in
part the officers of the Navy. Read a second time, and

On motion ot Mr. leeley, referred (o the Committee on
Naval Affairs.

On motion of Mr. Hunter, a bill for the relief of Richard
West, Deputy Collector at Port La Vacca, was taken up,
read a second time. ’

Mr.Jack moved to strike out the preamble---lost, and bill pas-
sed to its: third reading.

On motion of Mr. Parker of Fort Bend, the Senate adjourn-
ed until 10 o’clock, to-morrow morning.

SaTurDAY, Jan. 13th, 1844, )
10 oclockA M.\

Senate met—the roll of members being called, the following
gentlemen answered to their names, to wit: Messrs, Gleer
Juck, Hunter, Lawrence, Kanfman, Parker of 1 \acowdoches,

r



114

Parker of Fort Bend, Pattillo, Rugeley, Shaw, Smithn .d
Webb.---quorum present.

Prayer by the Chaplain.

The journal of the preceding day was read and adopted.

Mr. Lawrence, Chairman of the Committee on Military Af-
tairs, to which was referred, a bill authorizing John C. Hays, to
raise a Company of mounted gunmen—-also

A Bill to be entitled: “An act supplementary to an act or’
ganizing the Militia of the Counties of Robertson and Brasos,’™
reported the same back to the Senate, and recommend their
passage.

Mr. Jack, Chairman of the Committee on the Judiciary, to
which was referred a joint resolution for the relief of the heirs
of?John Hibbins, deceased,” reported the same back to the Sen-
ate. with the following amendment, and recommend its passage,
to wit: Insert at the end of sectiorr 2d: “Provided, however,
that this act shall not be so construed as to impair or affect the
rizhts of any person or persons claiming the lands adversely to
said Hibbins or his heirs.” .

Mr. Rugeley, Chairman of the Committee on Naval Affairs,
to which was referred a bill to be entitled : “An act making an
appropriation to pay in part the officers of the Navy,” reported the
sarne back to the Senate, with the following amendments, to wit:

Strike out in the first section “thirteen thousand eight hun-
dred and ninety two dollars,” and insert “seventeen thousand
eight hundred dollars.” In section 2, strike out these words
“except the account of Post-captain E. W. Moore.”

Mr. Pattillo, Chairman of the Committee on Engrossed and
Enrolled bills, reported that the Committee had examined-a bill
to be entitled: “An act to prohibit the Major General from cal-
ling out the militia except by orders of the President, and find
the same correctly engrossed.

Mr. Smith, Chairman of the Committee on Public Lands, to

"which was referred an Act requiring the owners of lands in the

Counties of Goliad, San Patricio and Refugio, to have their
lines designated and marked—reported the same back to the
Senate, and recomwend its indefinite postponement.

Mr, Lawrence, Chairman of the Select Committee, to which
was referred the petition of Messrs. League, Andrews, & Co.,
reported a joint resolution for their relief, which was read a first
time. .

Mr. Kaufman, by leave, introduced a bill to be entitled : “An
act to prescribe the duties of District Judges, in regard to charg-
ing juries.”
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Read a first tume. iso,

A Bill to be entitled : “An act authorizing the Secretary of
State to have the opinious of the Supreme Court, printed.

Read a first time---and on motion rule was suspended---read
2d time and referred to Committee on Judiciary.

On motion of Mr. Parker of Nacogdoches, the Senate then

proceeded to the

ORDERS OI" THE DAY.

A Bill to be entitled : “An act to prohibit the Major General
from calling out the Militia, except by order of the President.”

Rcad a third time, ,

The ayes and noes upon the final passage of the bill being
called for, stood thus: :

Ayes—Messrs. Greer, Hunter, Kaufinan, Lawrence, Parker
of Nacogdoches, Pattillo and Shaw---7.

Noes—Messrs. Jack, Parker of Fort Bend, Rugeley, Smith,
and Webb—5.

So the bill passed.

A joint resolution for the relief of the heirs of Johi: HibLins,
deceased.

Read a second time—amendment adopted, and bili passed to
its third reading.

A Bill to be entitled: “An act requiring the owners of lands
in the Counties of Goliad, San Patricio and Refugio, to have
their lines designated and marked.”

Read a second time---the report of the committee rejected,
and—

On motion of Mr. Hunter, the bill was laid on the table.

A Bill to be entitled : “An act making an appropriation to
pay in part the officers of the Navy.”

Read a second time---amendments adopted---and bill ordered
to be engrossed.

On motion of Mr. Greer, a hill making appropriations for
the support of the Government for the year 1844, was talken
up.

Mr. Jack, moved to fill.the blank in the article making an
appropriation for Commissioners to Mexico, with $2000.

Mr. Kaufman, moved $5000.

The ayes and noes upon Mr. Kaufiman’s motion being called
for stood thus:

Ayes—Messrs. Greer, Kaufinan, Lawrence, Parker of Fort
Bend, Parker of Nacogdches, and Pattillo---6.
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Noes—Messrs. Jack, Hunter, Rugeley, Shaw Smith and
Webb—6.

There being a tie, the Presidcnt decided in the affirmative.

So the motion was carried, and bill ordered to be engrossed.

A Bill to be entitled : “An act requiring the Executive apd
heads of Departments to return to the seat of Government ?

Read a 3d time.

Mr. Lawrence, moved that it lay on the table until the 17th
1nstant.

The ayes -and noes being called for upon the motion stood
thus:

Ayes---Messrs. Greer, Kaufnan, Lawrence, Parker of Fort
Bend, Parker of Nacogdoches, Pattillo---6.

Noes---Messrs. Jack, Hunter, Rugeley, Shaw, Smith and
Webb---6.

There being atie, the President decided in the negative.

So the motion was lost:

The question now was upon the final passage of the bill.

The ayes and noes being called for stood thus:

Ayes.--Messrs. Greer, Jack Hunter, Lawrence, Rugeley,
Shaw, Smith and Webb---8. ‘

Noes—Messrs. Kaufman, Parker of Fort Bend, Parker of Na-
cogdoches, and Pattillo --4.

So the bill passed.

Mr. Greer, gave notice that he would move to reconsider this
vote, on Monday next.

A Bill to be entitled : “An act supplementary to an act to or-
ganize the Militia of Brasos and Robertson Counties.”

Read a second time, and passed to its third reading.

Mr. Greer, Chairman of the Committee on Finance, to whom
was referred a bill to be entitled : “An act giving the direct tax-
es to the Counties,” reported the same without amendment and
recommend its passage.

Read a second time.

Mr. Kaufman, offered the following amendment, to wit .

“Be it furthe: enacted, that it shall be the duty of the respec-
tive Counties, in consideration of their receiving the direct tax-
es, to pay their Representatives in Congress, and of each Sena-
torial District to pay théir Senators, ¥ proportion to the assess-
ment of taxes in the respective Counties, composing said Sena-
torial Districts.

The ayes and noes being called for, stood thus:

Ayes—Messrs. Greer, Kaufman, Parker of Fort Bend, Par-
ker ot Nacogdoches---4.
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Noes—Messrs. tack, Hunter, Lawrence, Paitiiio, Kugcley
‘Shaw, Smith and Webb—8-

So the amendment was rejected.

Mr. Greer, moved to amend by inseiting the words “‘consid-
ered as County taxes” afier the words “shall be” in section 2.

Carried. '

Mr. Parker of Nacogdoches, offered to amend the bill, so as
to give no preference to any claim for payment.

Motion lost.

Mz. Greer, moved that the Dill lay on the table until Monday
next, which motion was carried, and

On motioa of Mr. Jack, the Senate adjourned until 10
o’clock, Monday morning.

Monpavy, January 15th, 1544. 2
10 o’clock, a. m.

Senate met—the roll of members being called, the following
gentlemen answered to their names.

Messrs. Greer, Jack, Hunter, Lawrence, Kaufman, Parker of
Fort Bend, Parker of Nacogdoches, Pattillo, Rugeley, Shaw,
Smith and Webb—quorum present.

Prayer by the Chaplain.

The journal of the preceéding day was read and adopted.

Mr. Webb, moved that the Senate stand adjourned until 10
o’clock, tc-morrow morning.

The ayes and noes being called for, stood thus:

Ayes—Messrs. Jack, Hunter, Rugeley, Shaw, Smith and
Webb—-6.

Noes--Messrs. Greer, Kaufman, Lawrence, Parker of Fort
Bend, Parker of Nacogdoches, and Pattillo---6.

There being a tie, the President decided in the aflirmative.

So the motion was carried, and

The Senate adjourned until to-morrow morning, 10 o’clock.

Tu=spvay, January 16th, 1844, }
10 o'clock, A. M. §

Senate met—the roll of members being called, the following
gentlemen answered to their names, to wit: Messrs. Greer,
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Juck, Haunter, Kaufman, Lawrence, Parker of Fort Bend, Par-
ker of L\umzrdoohm Pumho Rugeley, shaw, Smith, and Webb
—quoriin pr«:scnt

Prayer by the Chaplain.

The journal of the preceding day was read and adopted.

Mr. Lawrence moved an ddjournment until 10 o’clock, to-
morrow morning,.

The aves s and noes being called for, stood thus :

Avce---\lv ssrse Greer, Kaufman, La\vxe,nce Parker of Fort
Bend, Parker of \Iacoudoches and Pattillo---6.

Noe:--- Messrs. Jack Hunter, Rugeley, Shaw, Smith and
Webb---6.

There being a tie, the President decided in the negative,

So the motion was lost, »

Mr. Parker of Fort Bend, moved an adjournment until 9
o’clock, to-morrow morning.

The ayes and noes being called for stood thus:

Ayes—Messrs. Greer. Lawrence, Parker of Fort Bend, Par-
ker ot Nacogdoches, and Patnllo---

Noes—Messrs. Jack, Hunter, Kaufman, Rugeley Shaw, Smith
and Webb---7.

So the motion was lost.

Mr. Rugeley, Chairman of the Committee on the State of the
Republic, to which was referred a bill to be entitled: “An act
to mcorporate the Cumberland Presbyterian Church of Clarks-
ville,” reported the same back to the Senate, and recommend its
paswcre Also,

“An act legitimating certain children therein named,” which
the Comumittee report back to the Senate for their action. Also,

A Bill to be entitled . “An act to regulate the fees of County
Clerks in certain cases,” with the following amendment, and re-
commend its passage, to Wit :

“Be it further enacted, that hereafter the fees of Chief Justi-
ces of Counties, Notaries Public or two Justices of the Peace
or other officer, for taking down answers to interrogatories, by
virtue of a commission directed to them. shall be twenty cents
for every hundred words by them requiired to be written, to-
gether with fifty cents for attaching the official seal thereto.”---
Also,

A Bill to be entitled : “An act to legitimate John S. Hodges,’ d
which the Committee report back to the Senate, and recommend
its passage. Also,

The memorial of C. F. Mercer, upon which the Committee
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reported a bill to be entitled : “An act to mncorporate the Tera
Land and Emigration Company.”

Read a first tine

My, Pattillo, Chairman of the Committee on Engrossed and
Earolled bills rm)ontv(l that the Comunittee had cxamined the
following biils, to wit:

A Bill to0 be entitled : “An act making an appropriation fo poy
in part the otlicers of the Navy.”

“A Bill making appropriations for the support of the Govern-
ment, for the year 1844.”  Also,

A Bill to be entitled : “An act giving the Counties the dircet
tax now levied and collected by the Republic,” and find the
same correctly engrossed.

Mr, Smith, “Chairman of the Committee on Public Lands, to
whlch was 1efer1cd “An act authorizing the ( ommiesioner of
the General Land Oﬂice, to issue patents when thie field notes
by mistake or accident, contain a greater quantity of land than
is called for by the certificate,” reported the samnie, with the fol-
lowing amendment, and recommend its passage, to wit:, Add to
section Ist---

«Provided, the excess shall not exceed five per cent.”

The Committee on Finance, Mr. Greer, Charirman, to which
was referred a bill to be entitled: “An act for the relief of the
Connties of Bexar, Gonzales and Victoria,” reported the same
back to the Senate, and recormnend its indefinite postponement.
Also,

A Bill to be entitled : “An act for the more prompt colleetion
of License taxes,” with the following amendment, to wit:

In Sec. 5, third line, strike out “three or more,” and in 4th
and 5th lines, sirike out “in the sum of five thousand dollars
gold or silver.”

Mr. Greer, moved to reconsider a vote passing a bill to be
entitled : “An act requiring the Executive and heads of De-
partments to return to the scat of Government,” as the session
of yesterday wasnot one as contemylated by the 22d rule of the
Senate, asan adjournment was moved and carried, immediately
after the journals were read—which motion was seconded.

Mr. Webb, made a question of order whether the motion of
Mr. Greer was in: order.

Mr. Lawreice, moved an adjournment until to-morrow at 10
o’clock, a. M.

The ayes and noes being called for, stood thus:

Ayes---Messrs. Greer, Lawrence Kaufman, Parker of Fort
Bend, Parker of Nacogdoches, and Pattillo—-6.
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Noes.---Messrs. Jack, Huuter, Rugeley, Shaw, Smith and
Welh—S8.
'Iiere being atie the President decided in the negative,
So the motion was lost.
"The Presilent decided that Mr. Greer's motion was out of
order, from which decision Mr. Greer appealed.
T'he ayes and noes being called for ou the appeal, stood thus :
Aves—2Messrs, Greer, Kaufman, Lawrence, Parler of Fort
Bend, Parker ofl\acocrdoo es, aud Patullo---6.
Noes—-Messrs. Jaclx, Humer Rugeley, Shnw, Smith and
Webh---6.
S0 the Chair was sustained.
Whereupon, Mr. Greer gave notice, that he would enter his
protest against the pxoceedmv of the Senate.
Mr. Parker of Fort Bend, also gave notice, tlmt he would en-
ter his protest on same subjecr
A message was received from the Executive, through his
private Secremry, W.D. Miller, presenting two communications
in writing ; one of which was referred to the Committee on Na-
val Affairs, and 1s in the words following :

Executive Department, ¢
WasnaingTON, January 15th, 1844, )

To the Honorable the Senate : and
House of Representatives,

'I"he Fxecutive deems it his duty to lay before Congress the ac-
compunying papers {rom the Departmex't of War and Marine, in
relation to the situation of certain seamen permanently disabled
by tire Mexicans, tn May last, off the coast of Yucatan, They
are recommended by E. W. 1\10010 late in command of the Tex-
as Navy, to the hhemhty of the present Congress, as richly de-

serving of a pension.
"Their clainis are respectfully submitted for such action as the

IIomnub.e Congress may think they merit. Humanity at least
pleads in their favor. And though they have thus become dis-
ablcd and dependent by the acts of others, they must now live
upen the bounty of a generous people or endure that want
which their unhappy necessities tmpose.

' SAM HOUSTON.
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The other presenting to the Senate the manner in which the
contingent funds of the different Departments have been dis-
bursed, &c., was

On motion of Mr. Kaufinan, laid on the table.

On motion of Mr. Kauiman, the Senate proceeded to the

ORDERS OF THE DAY.

A Bill to be entitled : “An act making an appropriation to

pay in part the officers of the Navy:
"Read a third time.

On motion of Mr. Kaufman, the bill was recommitted to the
Committee on Naval Affairs with instructions to report as ecar
ly as possible.

A bill to be entitled : “An act for the relief of the Counties of
Bexar, Gonzales and Victoria.”

Read a second time, and

'The ayes and noes heing called for on the adoption of the re-
port of the Committee, stood thus:

Ayes—NMessrs. Greer, Jack, INaufman, Lawrence, Parker of
Fort Bend, Parlier of Nacogdoches, Pattillo and Shaw---8.

Noes—MMessrs. Hunter, Rugeley, Smith and Webh—4.

So the report was adopted and bill accordingly rejected.

A bill to be entitled : “An act to exempt the citizens of San
Patricio from taxation.”

Read a second time, and

On motion of Mr. Jack, the bill together with the report,
was laid upon the table.

A bill to be entitled: ¢An wct authorizing ihe Commission-
er of the General Land Ot’nce, to issue patums when the field
notes by nustake or accident, coutain a greater quantity of land
than is called for by the cemhcule ”

Read a second time, amendmant adopted, and the bill ordered
to be engrossed.

On motica of Mr. 1\aufnmn, a bill to bLeentitled: ““An act
supplementary toan act concerning rents,” was taken up.

Read 4 secoiid time, anud referred to thc Committee on the
Judiciary.

A Bill to Le entitled : “An act iaking appropriations for the
support of the Government, for the year 1844” made the spe-
cial order of the day, for 4 o'clock, p. .

A bill*to be entitled : “An act lemm.mmw cerlain chl'dlcn
therein named.

Read a second time.

q
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On motion of Mr. Parker of Fort Bend, the rule _was suspend-

d (mfl bill wes read a thivrd time and pasxed
A bill to be cntitled : “An act to incorporate the Cumbexland
l’u‘n)"terl'ill Church of Clarksville,”

Read a second time, and

On mation of hir. (1[“(?1‘ the bill was laid on the table.

Un motion of Mr. Biaw, the doors were closed.

The doors being opened—

A messsage was received from the House of Representatives,
through their Chiet Clerk, Mr. James H. Raymond, mform—
ing the Senate, that the Housc had passed the following bills,
lo wit

A Bill to be entitlod : “An act to amend au act for the regu-
lation of the coasting trade, and the protection of 'Fexian ship-
ping.”

A Bill to be entitled : #4n aet to alter and anmend the vari-
ous acts relating to the duties of Chief Jlls[lCLS, and prescribing
the manuer i which Commissions shall issue’

AJomt resolution for the relicf of Col J. C. l\elll.

A Bill to be entitled : “An act to continue in force an act for
the reliet of parchasers of lots in the City of Austin.”

A Bill to be entitled : “An act to provide for carrying the
Pubhe I ‘Iails, for the year 1844, and establishing the rates ot
postage.”

A Bill to be entitled: “An act to incorporate Herman’s Uni-
versity.”

A Biil to be entitled : “An act to open and establish a Na-
tional road.”

Also, that the House had adopted the resolution of the Sen-
ate, providing for the naval committees of the two Houses toact
conjointly on the memorial of K. W. Moore, and concurred in
the amendments of the Senate, to a hill to repeal the 13th sec-
tion of an act to armend an act to raise a revenue by direct tax-
ation.  Also, in the amendment of the Senate, to an act requir-
ing the BExecutive and heads of Departments to retarn to the
seat of Goverament. .

Ou mwtion of 3lr. Parlier of Fort Bend, the Senate adjourned
until 10 o'clock, to-rnorrow morning.
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WepNespaY, January 17th, 1841,
10 o'clock, a. .\

Senate met—the roll of members being called, the following
gentlemen answered to their nanles, to wit: Mossrs. Greer, .,acl\,
Lawrence, Parker of Fort Bend, Kanfman Parlier of Nacozdo-
ches, P(L[[l“O, Rugeley, Shaw, Smith and YWebb—qrerum
present.

Prayer by the Chaplain,

The journal of the prececding day was read and adopted.

The Committee on the Judiciary Mr. Jack, Chairwan, to
which was referred a bill to be entitled : “An act supplementary
to an act concerning rents,” reporied tiie same back to the Sen-
ate, with the followtng amendnients, to wit: At the end of See

2, add “unless the cross stbject to saxd ten be found upon sald
rented premises, alter the said time.” I See. 5, Letore the word
“instrument” in sixth line, strike out the word “several® and
insert the vords “joint and several”  After section 5, insert
Sec. 6. «Be it further enacted, that nothing herein contaited,
shall be so construed as to prevent landlerds and tenants trom
entering into stich stipulations or contracts, i regard to lien, as
thcynmy think proper, provided, that the rights of third pu-
sons shall not be thereby affected, unless sucii contract l)c re-
duced to writing and put upon record.” Change “Sec. {7 to
“Sec. 7.7

The Committee on Engrossed and nrolled bills, Xlir. P(thll
lo, Chairman, reported that the Conmunittee had examined the
following bills, to wit :

An act to fix the place for the sessions of the Supreme Court,

An act to fix the curreirey in which fines and foricitures shall
be recoverable.

An act to incorporate the Colorado Navigation Company, and
find the same correctly enrolled, the same having been signed by
the Speakel ol the House of chlesentatlvcs and the President
of the Senate, was tiiis day presented to his Excellency for his
approval,

Mr. Jack, moved a reconsideration of the vote, which reject-
ed a bill to be entiticd : “An act for the relief of the Counties
of Bexar, Gonzales and Victoria.”

Mr. Jack, then moved that the motion lay on the table, which
was carried.

Mr. Rugeley, Chairman of the Committee on Naval Affairs,
reported the bill to be entitled : “An act, making an appropria-
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tion to pay in part the officers of the Navy,” with the following’
amendments, to wit: Strike out in the fifth line after the word
T'exas “now residing in the country.” Strike out in section 2,
“now residing in Texas for one third of the amount of pay” and
msert *pro rata according to the amounts.”

Mr. Rugeley, moved that the bill be taken up.

Motion lost.

Mr. Pattillo, by leave, introduced a bill to be entitled : “An
act authorizing an Association of Physicians of the Republic of
Texas.”

Read a first time.

Mzr. Parker of Nacogdoches, by leave, introduced a bill to be
entitled . “An act to authorize the board of Land Commission-
ers, to issue land certificates to those entitled to the same, 1n
any County where the evidence may be produced.”

Read a first time.

Mr. Parker of Nacogdoches, presented the petition of K.
Clapp and others, praying relief, &c.,” which was referred to
the Committee on Claims and Accounts.

Also, the petition of Burnett, praying relief, &c.
~ which was referred to the Committee on Finance.

On motion of Mr. Kaufman, the Senate then proceeded to

1)

tne

ORDERS OF THE DAY.

A Bill making appropriations for the support of the Govern-
ment, for the year 1844.

\/h Kaufman, moved to fill the blank in the article making
on appropriation for carrying the mails, &ec., with $12,000.

Mr. Parker of Nacogdoches, moved, $]7 000,

Mr. Parker, amended his motion by ﬁlhnor with $16,200.

Lost.

The question was now on filling the blank with $12,000,
which was also lost.

Mr. Jack, moved to fill the blank with $10,000.

Mr. Webb, moved $12,500.

Mr. Webb, withdrew his motion, and—

Mr. Jack, moved $12,500.

Mr. Hunter, moved to fill the blank in the article making an
appropriation for contingent expenses of the General Land Of-
fice with $1500. Lost.

Mr. Jack, moved $300.

Mr. Kaufman, $500.
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Mr. Kaulman, withdrew his motion,

The question was taken upon Mr. Jack's motien and carried:

Mr. Kaufman, moved to fill the blank 1n the article mukivg
an appropriation for Indian purposes with $10,0C0.

The ayes and noes being called for, stood thus:

Ayes—Messrs. Greer, Kaufmau, Lawrence, Parker ci Fort
Bend, Parker of Nacogdoches, Pattillo, Shaw, Smith und
Webb—9.

Noes—Messrs. Jack, Hunter, and Rugeley—3.

The question was now “shall the bill pass,” which was car-
ried. So the bill passed.

On motion of Mr. Greer, the vote was reconsidered.

Mr. Greer, moved to amend the 8th section by inserting af-
ter the word “'T'axes” the words ‘“lue the Republic,” which ani- °
endment was adopted.

The question upou the final passage. of the bill was now put
and carried.

So the bill passed.

A Bill to be entitled: “An act giving to the Counties the di-
rect tax now levied and collected by the Republic.”

Read a second time, and

On motion of Mr. Parker of Fort Bend, the bill wa slaid upon
the table until Monday next.

A Bill to be entitled: “An act authorizing JohnC. Hays, to
raise a Company of mounted guninen.”

Read a 2d time.

. Mr. Jack, moved tostrike out all after the word “organiza-
tion” in Sec. 6.

The ayes and noes being called for, stood thus :

Ayes—Messrs. Greer, Jack, Parker of Fort Bend, Rugeley,
and Shaw,—5.

Noes—Messrs. Hunter, Kaufman, Lawrence, Parker of Na-
cogdoches, Smith and Webb—6.

So the motion was lost.

On motion of Mr. Rugeley, the bill was referred to a select
Committee.

Messrs. Jack, Rugeley and Kaufman, said Committee,

A Bill to be entitled : ¢ An act for the relief of William G.
Cooke, late acting Quarter Master General.”

Read a second time, and

On motion of Mr. Parker of Nacogdoches, the same was re-
ferred to the Committee on Military Affairs,

A Bill to be entitled : “An act to regulate the fees ot County
Clerks in certain cases.”
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.« second time, in the amendment proposed by Judicia-

., Committee.

Mr. Jack, moved to strike out “20 cents,” the ayes and noes:
being called for stood thus:

Aves—Messrs Jack, Hlm-ter, Kaufman, Rugeley, Smith and
Webb—8.

Noes-—Messrs. Greer, Lawrence, Parker of Nacogdoches,
and Pattillo—A4.

So the motion was carried.

Mr. Kaufman, moved to fill the blank wnh 30 cents, which
motion was also carried,

Mr. Greer, moved to strike out 50 cents” and insert «25 cts.”
as a compensatlon for attaching thg seal of office.

The ayes and noes being called for upon Mr. Greer’s motion,
stood, thus:

Ayes—Messts, Greer, Parker of Fort Bend, Parker of Na.-
cogdoches, and Rugeley—A4.

Noes-—Messrs. Jack, Hunter, Lawrenee, Kaufman, Pat-
~ tillo, Smith and Webb—7. S o

So the mrotion was lost.

Mr. Jack, moved to amend by inserting after the word “seal”
the words “or certificate,” which motion was carried. )

The question was nowupon the adopnon of the’ a,mend-
ment, as amended, upon which— . :

The ayes and noes being called stood thus :

Ayes--Messrs. Jack, Hunter, Kaufman, Patillo, - Rugeléy,
Smith and Webb---7.

Noés---Messrs. Greer, Lawrence, Parker of Fort Bemi‘ Pa.r
ker of Nacogdoches-~4. L

So-the amendment was adopted. D

Mr. Kaufman, moved to amend the captlon of the’ b"l],, by ad-
ding these words: “and the fees of Chief Justlces{ for, ta.?vhg

depositions.” Carried.

Mr. Parker of Fort Bend, moved an ad}opr;x}m : M ¥0
o'clock, to-morrow. Lost. ' e .

Mr. Kaufman, moved to lay, the bill on the ta’lﬂe} untll 11
o'clock, to-morrow. Carried.

A message was received from the Hmm f Representatlves, '
through their. Chief Clerk, Mr, James. ﬁ:ymond mformm
the Senate that the House had pass “the foliovlﬁng "hitis,
to wit:

A joint resolution for the reh f Sa.rah N Hu ﬁfgu y

A Bill for the better set'un chamcs a.n 0
A Bill fm‘ the rehef of Carohne :f nson.
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A Bill to provide for removing and fixing the scat of JHQIIC“
for the County of Washington.

A Bill to repeal certain Loan lass.

A Biil requiring the Anditor to audit ail duly authenticat:d
claims agaiust the Governuent,

A Bill toauthorize the holding of the District Court in two
places in Red River County, and for other purposes.

On motion of Mr. Kaufman, a Bill to be cotitled : = act
to fix the dutles on imports” was taken up, and

Read a first time.

On motion of Mr. Paricer of Nacogdoches, the Senate ud-
journed until 3 o’clock, p. m.

THLEE O CLOCK, P. M.

Senate met—Mr. Greer, President pro tem in the Chair—
roll called—no quorun.

On motion of Mr. Parker of Fort Bend, the Scnate adjourn-
ed until 10 o’clock, to-morrow morning.

"Trurspay, January 18th, 18414 g
10 o'clock, a. m.

Senate met —the roll of members being called, the following
gentlemen answered to their names, to wit ¢ Messm Grecr, Jack
Hunter, Kaufman, Lawrence, Parker of Nacogdoches, Pat-
tillo, Rugeley, Shaw, Smith and Webb--quorum present.

Prayer by the Chaplain.

The journal of the preceding day was read and adopted.

Mr. Lawrence, Chairman of the Committee on Military Af-
fairs, to which'was referred a bill to be entitled: “An act for
the relief of William G. Cooke, late acting Quarter Master Geu-
eral,” reported the same back to the Senate and recomiend its
passage.

Mr. Jack, Chairman of the Judiciary Committee, to which
was referred a bill to be entitled. «An act to increase the sala-
ries of District Attorneys,” reported the same back to the Sen-
ate and recommend its passage.

Mr. Kaufman, from the Committee on the Judiciary, to which
was referred a bill to be entitled : “An act to repeal an act regu-
fating sales by jndgment or decree of a Probate Court or Court
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ot Chancery,” reported the same back to the Senate for.its ac~
tion--nlso '

Anact anthorizing the Secretary of State to receive propo-

s ls for printing the opinions of the Suprm.w Court, which was
also renorted back to the Senate for its action. .

Sl chbn by teave, introduced a bill to be eutitled : “An act
amendatory of an act regulating Indian intercourse,” which
was read a first time.

O:a motion of Mr. Parker . of N:IC()ITJOCd(’s, the Senate pro-
cecded to the

ORDERS O THE DAY.

A wmessage was received from the Houst of Representa~
tives, tthUOh their Chief Clerk, Mr. James H. Raymound, in
forming the Senate that lhe House had passed the following:
bills, to wit :

A Bill to be entitled: “An act to provide for th.e national de-
fence, by erganizing the Militia.”

Read o firs st time, and )

On motion of Mr. Lawrence, the rule was suspended, bill
read a second time and referred to the Committee on Military .
Affairs.

Also, that the House refuses to concur in the amendiment of
the Senate, to an act authorizing the Sheriff of Rusk County to
collect thie State and County tax, for the year 1842. Where-
upon—

Mr. Parker of Nacogdoches, moved that the Senateinsist upon
its amendment, and asked a Committee of Conference, to con-
fer with alike Committee on the part of the House of Represem
tatives, which motion was carried, and

Messts. Parker of Nacoodoches Webb and R Ueley ‘were
appointed said Committee.

A Bill authorizing the holding of a District Court at the town,
of Fort Houston, in “Houston County

Read first time, and

On motion of Mr. Parker of Nacogdoches, the rule was sus-
pended, bill read a second time, and reterred to a select Com-
mittee.

Messrs. Parker of Nacogdoches, Kaufman and Smith, weje
appointed said Comrnittee.

A bill to be entitled : “An act to alter and amend the; variouis
- acts in relation to Chief Justices, and prescribing the manper in
which Commissions shall issue.” - Read first time, -

1
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A Bill to beentitled : “An act for the relief of William G.
Coolie, late acting Quarter Master General.”

Regd a 2d time, and passed to its third reading.

The ayes and noes being as follows .

Ayes—Messrs Hunter, Ko ufinan, Lawrence, Pattillo, Ruge-
ley, Smith and Webb—7.

Noes—Messrs. Greer, Parker of Fort Bend, and Parker of
Nacogdoches—3.

On motion of Mr. Jack, a bill to be entitled: “An act to in-
crease the salaries of District Attorneys,” was taken up

Read a second time, and

'The ayes and uoes bemg called for on the engrossment of the
bill, stood thus :

Ayeq—Messrs Jack, Hunter, Lawrence, Rugeley, Smith and
Webb—a6.

Noes—Messrs. Greer, Kaufman, Parker of Fort Bend, Par-
ker of Nacogdoches, Pattillo and Shaw—6.

There bemg a tie, the President decided in the affirmative.

So the bill was ordered to be engrossed.

On motion of Mr. Kaufman, a bill to alter and fix the duties
on impdsts, was taken up.

Read a first time, and

' On motion of Mr. Jack, referred to the Committee on Fi-
nance.
A Bifl to be ertitled : “An act making an appropriation to
pay in part the officers of the Navy.”

Read a second time, amendments adopted and bill ordered to
be engrossed.

A bill to be entitled: “An act authorizing and requiring the
Secretary of State to receive proposals for publishing the opin-
1ons of the Supreme Court.

Read a second time.

Mr. Jack, moved its indefinite postponement.

The ayes and noes being called for, stood thus :

Ayes— Messrs. Jack, and Pattillo~ 2.

Noes—Messrs. Greer, Hunter, Kaufman Lawrence, Parker of
Nacogdoches, Rugeley, Shaw, Sinith, and Webb—9.

So the motion was lost.

Mr. Jack, moved to strike out “Secretary of State” wherever
it occurs, and insert «“Clerk of the Supreme Court.”

The ayes and noes being called for, stood thus :

Ayes---Messrs. Jack, Rugeley, Shaw and Webb-—-d.

Noes---Messrs. Grecx, Huater, Kauim:m Lawrenee, Par
ker of Nacogdoches, Pattillo, and Smith.-.

R



130

So the motion was lost.

Mr. Parker of Fort Bend, moved thatthe bill lay on the table.

"T'he ayes and noes were as follows : -

Ayes—Messrs, Jack, Hunter, Parker of Fort Bend, Pattillo,
Shaw, and Webb—6.

Nocs—Messrs, Greer, Kaufman, Lawrence, Parker “of Na
cogdoches, Rugeley, and Smith---6.

There bemtr a tie the President decided in the negative,

So the motion was lost.

The question was now, shall the bill be engressed ?
The ayes and noes stood thus:

Ayes—DMessrs. Hunter, Kaufman, Lawrence, Rugeley, Smith
and Webb---6.

Noes—Messrs. Greer, Jack, Parker of Fort Bend, Parker of
Nacogdoches, Pattillo and Shaw---6.

There being a tie, the President decided in the negative.

So the bill was lost.

Mr. Lawrence, by leave of the Senate, changed his vote up-
on this question.

Mr. Greer, by leave, introduced a'bill making an appropria-
tion for the paymeunt of salaries of District Attorneys, for the
year 1543

Read a first time, aud

On motion of Mr. Greer, rule suspended read a second time
and ordered to be engnossed

On motion of Mr. Parker of Nacogdoches; the rule was fur-
ther suspended, bill read a third time and passed.

A Bill to be entitled : “An act legitimating John S. Hodges.”

Read sesond time, and passed to 3d reading.

A Bill to be entitled : “An act to repeal an act regulating sales
by judgment or decree of a Probate Court or Court of Chance-
ry, approved Junuary i4th, 1843.7

Read a &Pcox‘d time, and

Oa wotion o) Mr., Kaufiman, laid on the table.

A joint resoluiion for the relief of George T. Holman,

Read a third tine and passed.

A Bill to be entitled: “An act to prescrlbc the duties of Dis-
trict Judges, in regard to charging juries.”

Read u second ume, and

On motion of Mr. Lawrence, referred to the Committee on
the Judiciary.

A joint resolution for the relief of League, Andrews & Co.

Read second time, and
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On motion of Mr. Jack, zeferl ed to the Commntee on Claims
and Accounts,

The following protest was eutercd in accordaiice with the
notice given on Tuesday, to wit:

«The undersigned Senators, avail themselves of the right
‘guaranteed to them by the Constitution of the Republic, to en-
ter their solemn protest against the passage of the act entitled :
“An act to require the President and Head of Departients, &c.
to return to Austin, &c,” and against the conduct of this body
in its action on the said act.

The journals of the Senate will shew that en the second reca.
ding of the bill those opposed to its passage, were deprived of
the usual, and reasonable privilege, of discussing its merits, by
a call of the previous question, which call was sustained by the
casting vote of the Hon. Vice President. In Parliamentary pro-
ceedmO's a resort to the previous question can only be justified
upon motlves of urgent necessity.

It is an extraordmary rule, adopted solely for the purpose of
preventing the abuse of the Republican privilege of debate. In
the present case, there is no pretext for saying, that this privi-
lege, was abused, for there had been no debate upon this sub-
Ject,

Seeing that they were thus deprived of their legitimate and
constitutional rights.

Two of the Senators opposed to the passage of this bill,
Messrs. Greer and Lawrence, voted for the bill on its final pas-
sage, with the known purpose of moving a reconsideration of the
vote then taken. One of the undersmned Mr. Greer, who vot-
ed in the majority, gave nolice, that on Monday, (the nextday of
session) he would move the said reconsideration. This was
his Senatorial right, and he doubted not, it would be accorded
to him ; instead of this, however, early on Monday morning,
lmmedlately after the readmtr of the journals, aud before the
morning business was even talen up, an Hon. Senator, moved
an adjournment until the next day, wi:ich motion was carried
by the casting vote of the Hon. Vice President; an officer that
is elected to presule over thé deliberations of the Senate.

This therefore (being Tuesday) is in the opinions of the un-
dersigned, the first day of the session of the Senate, since the
notice to move a reconsideration, given on S'tturday But,
the injustice and proceedure of the majority on this question
did not end here. When a motion was made this morning
[Tuesday,] by one of the opponents of the bill to adjourn under



132

similar circumstances to those of yesterday, it was lost, by the
casting vote of the Hon. Vice President.

The same officer has also decided, that the motion to recon-
sider this bill to day, to be out of order! In which decision he
has been sustained by the Senate, it being a #ie vote.

The whole conduct of this majority is, in the opinions of the
undersigned, a direct and palpable violatiorn of Rule No 22;
which provides : ¢nor shall any metion for reconsideration be
in order, unless made on the same day on which the vote was
taken, or within the next day ot the actual session of the sen-
ate thereafter. A simple meeting and adjournment of the
Senate, cannot possibly be construed so as to constitute an ac-
tual Session, within the spirit and meaning of this rule; and,
any attempt so to construe it, is nothing more then a per-
version of its terms, an evasion of its spirit and intent, and a
subterfuge to avoid the legitimate consequences resulting there-
from. '

Rules, like laws, are made, not for the systematic despatch of
business alone, but mainly for the protection of minorities,
against the caprice and the tyranny of Inajorities. Any eva-
sion of a rule, therefore, by which these rights are destroyed, or
even invaded, is as flagrant a violation of the spirit and intent
of that rule, as would be a direct infraction of its very letter.”

(Signed) ,
J. A.GREER,
WM. LAWRENCE,
G. A. PATTILLO,
GUSTAVUS A. PARKER,
ISAAC PARKER.

On motion of Mr. Pattillo, the Senate adjourned until
o'clock, p. M. :

THREE 0'CLOCK P. M.

Senate met—.roll called- -quogum present.

The Committee on Engrossed and Enrolled bills, Mr. Pattil-
lo, Chairman, reported that they had examined a bill to be en-
titled : “An act making an appropriation for the payment of sal-
ariesof District Attorneys, for the year1843,” and find the same
correctly engrossed.

A Bill to incorporate Hermann’s University.

Read a first time.
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A Bill to provide for removing and fixing- the seat of Justice
for the County of Washington.

Read firsttime.

A Bill to provide for carrying the mails, for the year 1844,
and establishing the rates of postage.

Read Ist time.

A joint resolution for the relief of Jonathan Blrd

Read a third time and passed.

A Bill to amend an act to organize the Militia of Brasos and
Robertson Counties.

Read a third time and passed.

A Bill to regulate the fees of County Clerks in certain cases.

Read a second time, and passed to 1ts third reading.

A Bill for the relief of Robert Pace.

Read a third time and passed.

A Bill for the relief of Col. J. C. Neill.

Read a first time.

On motion of Mr. Parker of Nacogdoches, rule suspended,
read a second time.

Mr. Webb, moved to amend by striking out these words :
“out of any unappropriated money in the Treasury.”

Carried.

Mr. Lawrence, moved to strike out the preamble.

Carried, and

On motion of Mr. Kaufman, the rule was suspcnded, bill
read a third time and passed.

A jointresolution for the relief of the heirs of John Hibbins,
deceased. Read a third time, and

On motion of Mr. Kaufman laid on the table.

A Bill to open and establish a National Road.

Read first time.

A Bill supplementary to an act regulating the sale of runa-
way slaves.

Read 3d time and passed.- '

A joint resolution for the relief of Richard West, Deputy Col-
lector at Portla Vaca.

Read a third time, and

The ayes and noes being called for on the final passage of the
bill, stood thus:

Ayes-—Messrs Greer, Hunter, Kaufman, Lawrence, Parker
of Nacogdoches, Rugeley, Smith, and Webb—_8.

Noes—Messrs. Parker of Fort Bend and $haw-.-2.

So the bill passed.
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A joint resolution for the relief of L. S. Hargous, of the ecily
of Vera Cruz.

On motion of Mr. Parker of Fort Bend, the same was laid on
the table.

A Bill to incorporate the Texas Land and Emigating Com-
pany.

Read a second time, and

On motion of Mr. Shaw, referred to the Judiciary Committee-

A Bill for the more prompt collection ot License Taxes.

Read second time, amendments adopted, and bill ordered to
be engrossed.

A Bill authorizing an Assocmtlon of Physicians of the Re-
public of Texas.

Read a second time, and

On motion of Mr. Kaufman, referred 1o the Committec on
the State of the Republic.

A Bill to continue in force an act for the relief of purchasers
of Austin City lots.

Read first time.

A Bill to amend an act for the regulation of the coasting trade
and the protection of Texian shipping.

Read a first time,

A Bill to authorize the holding of the District Court in two
places in Red River County, and for other purposes.

Read a first time.

A Bill to repeal certain loan laws.

Read first time.

‘A Bill for the relief of Caroline Johnson.

Read first time.

A Bill supplementary to an act concerning rents.

Read a second time—amendments adopted and passed to its
third reading.

A Bill authorizing the Boards of Land Commissioners to is-
sue certificates in any County where the evidence m'ty be pro-
duced.

Read a second time, and *

On motion of Mr. Parker of Nacogdoches, referred to the
Committee on Public Lands.

A Bill for the better security of Mechanics and others.

Read a first time.

A joint resolution for the relief of Sarah N. Hubert.

Read a first time.

A joint resolution requiring the Auditor to audit all duly au-
thenticated claims against the Government. Read a first time.
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‘The message of his Excellency containing his objections to
she bill “to xepoal all laws now in force authorizing the President
to form Colonization Contracts, aud to forfeit such as have «l-
ready been made, where the conditions have not been strictly
complied with,” was made the special order of tue day, for tc-
morrow at 11 o’clock.

On motion of Mr. Hunter, a bill for the reorganization and
relief of Refugio County, was taken up and placed among the
orders of the day

Mr. Kaufman, offered the following resolution, to wit :

“Resolved by the Senate, that the Auditor be respectfully re-
quested to communicate to the Senate, as early as practicable,
what amount is due the officers of the Navy, as may appcar
{rom official documents in the possession of his Department.”

Adopted.

On motion of Mr. Shaw, the Senate adjourned until 10
©'clock, to-morrow morning.

Fripavy, January 19th, 1844,
10 o’clock a. m.

Senate met—the roll of members being called, the following
gentlemen auswered to their pames, to wit :

Messrs. Greer, Hunter, Lawrence, Parker of Fort Bend,
Parker of Nacogdoches, Rngeley, Shaw, Smith, Kaufman and
‘Webb—a quorum present.

Prayer by the Chaplain,

The journal of the preceeding day was read and adopted.

Mr. Webb, from the Committee on the Judiciary, reported “A
bill to be entitled An act supplementary to the act of limitations”
with the following amendments, to wit :

“Sec. 3. Be it furlher enactcd That so much of the 15th
Section of “An act of limitations,” approved Feb. 5th, 1811, as
{imits the time for the institation of suits to recover real cstate
to three years be, and the same is hereby repealed. and that
from and after the passage of this act it shall require an actual
adverse possession of lands or tenements for five years, under
title or color of title to bar and preclude the claims of others or
the institution of suits respecting the same, provided that this
act shall not affect any law heretofore pabced to quiet the titles
to lands within the border leagues. Also
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“An act for the protection of the South-Western fronter,” with
the following amendments, to wit:

Strike out of 5th Section the words “or to any other person
not known as a good citizen of this Republic.” :

Mr. Parker of Nacogdoches, chairman of the Committee on
Claims and Accouuts, to which was referred the joint resolu-
tion for the relief of Messrs. League, Andrews & Co., reported
the same back to the Senate and recommend its passage.

Mr. Parker of Nacogdoches, chairman of the Select Commit-
‘tee, to which was referred a bill to be entitled An act creating
a District Court at Fort Houston, in Houston county, reported
the same back to the Senate with the following amendments, to
wit: ¢“in 1st Section, five lines from top, strike out the word
“boundary” and insert “division :” in seventh liite, same section,
strike out “west” and insert the word “north :” in same section,
eleventh line, after the word “river” insert these words, “so as
to make a stralght line from the Trinity to the Neches river :”
in Section 2nd, third line from top, strike out “boundary” and
insert «division :” in 3rd Section, second line from top, strike
out the word ‘of” and insert the word “at,” and recommend its
passage. )

Mr. Shaw, by leave, introduced a joint resolution for the relief
of John Gregg. Read a first time, and

On motion of Mr. Shaw, the rule was suspended, bill read a
second time, and referred to the Committee on Claims and Ac-
counts.

Mr. Rugeley offered the following resolution, to wit.

« Resolved that His Excellency, the President be respectfully
requested to inform the Senate the number of arms now in the
possession of the Government fit for use, where they are kept,
also the quantity of ammuuition on hand, and where the same
is, with any other mIormatlon he may deem proper, touching
the above inquiries”—which was adopted.

Mr. Webb offered the following resoluticn, to wit:

“ Resolved, that His Excellency, the President, be requested
to inform the Senate whether there are any, and how many va-
cancies in the offices of the Judges of the District Court”—which
was acdopted.

A message was received from the House of Representatives,
throucrh their Chief Clerk, Mr. James H. Raymond, that the
House had passed the following bills, to wit:

A joint resolution for the relief of Mary Johnson. A

A joint resolution moving the Custom House of the District
of Calhouu.
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A bill for the relief of Maria Jesusa Garcia.

A bill to incorporate the Fanmn Artillery in the city of Hous-
ton.

A bill to prohibit slaves from carrying fire arms.

Also that the House refuses to concur in the amendments of
the Senate to a bill to define and fix the. practice of Probate
Courts in certain cases,”-and had appointed a committee of con-
ference to.confer with a like committee on the part of the Sen-
ate upon said amendments: whereupon

M:. Greer moved that the Senate 1nsist upon its amendments,
and the appointment of a committee as requested by the House,
—motion carried, and Messrs.. Webb, Kaufman, and Greer
were appointed said commitiee. :

On motion of Mr. Parker of Fort Bend, the Senate proceed-
ed to the

DRDERS OF THE DAY.

‘The message of the President containing his objections to
the bill to repeal all laws now in force authonznm the President
to form colonization contracts, and to forfeit such as have al-
ready been made whén the conditions of the same have not
been strictly. complied with,” was taken up.

" Mr. Greer moved to lay the same on the table until the 25th
_of the present month, -

The ayes and noes being called for stood thus :

Ayes—Messrs. Greer, Lawrence, Parker of Fort Bend, Parker
of Nacogdoches, Shaw and Swmith—6.

Nees—Messrs. Hunter, Kaufman, Rugeley and Webb—4.

So the motion was carried.

On motion ot Mr. Greer, the Senate adjourned until  to-
.morrow morning at 10 o’clock, a. .

Sarurbay, January 20th, 1844, ¢
10 o’clock, 4. M.

Senate met- -the roll of members being called, the following
UPntlemen answered to their names, to wit: Messrs. Greer,
Hu.nter, Kaufman, Lawrence, Parker of t'ort Bend, Parker of
Nacogdoches, Pattillo, Ruveley, Shaw, Smith and Webb-—-a
quorum present. .

Prayer by the Chaplmn-



The journal of the preceding day was read and adopted.

Mr. Webb, from the Judiciary Comnmittee, to which was re-
ferred a bill to be entitled An act to incorporate the Texas Land
and Emigrating Company, reported the same back to the Semte
for its action. :

Mr, Rugeley, chairman of the Commmee on the State of the
Republic, to which was referred a bill to be entitled An act au-
thorizing an .Association of the Physicians of the Republlc of
Texas, 1eported the same back to the Senate for ifs action.

Mr. Smith, chairman of the Committee on Public Lands, to
which was referred An act for the relief of the heirs of Henrv
Pearson, deceased, reported the same back to the Senate, and
1ecommend that it be referred to the Judiciary Committee.

Mr. Kantmau, from the Judiciary Committee, to which was
referred “A bill to preseribe the duties of })Mr)ct Judges in re-

gard to charging juries,” also “a joint rcsolution proposing
amendments to the Constitution, and providing for the estab.
lishment of a separate Supreme Court,” reported the same back
to the Seuate withoutamendment, and recommend their passage.

Mr. Greer, chairamxan of the Committee on Fmance, to'which
was referred a bill to alter and fix the duties on 1mposts, report-
ed the same back to the Senate for its action. '~ .

Mr. Parker of Nacogdoches, chairman of the Committee on
Claims and 'Accouats, To which was referred a ‘joint resolution
for the rehef of John Grer"tr, reported the same back to the Sen-
ate with the following amendments , and recommend its passage,
t> wit: in first secnou strilke out the words ‘and hﬂy ? add
this section :

Be it further enacted, that this act take effect from and after
its passage.

Mr. Pattillo, chairman of the Committee on Engrossed and
Enrolled Bills, reported that the committee had 'eéxamined the
frllowing bills, to \vit An act antherizing the Commissioner of
tre Generul Lund Office to issue patents when the field notes by
mistake or accident contain a greater quantity of land then is
called for by tie cortificate : An act to increase the salaries of
District Attorneys: An act making an appropriation to pay in
part the officers of the Navy: and a bill for the more prompt
collection of the License Taxes, and find the same cor‘réctly
engrossed.

A message was received from the House of Raepresentauves,
through their Chief Clerk, Mr. James H. Raymond, that the
House had passed the following bills, towit: & “ " ##

A bill to divoree Missouri Jane Wagner. ' -
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A bill exempting distiileries from Taxation.

A bill to change a muil route therein named.

A bill to repeal in part and amend an act regulating the du-
ties of Probate Courts and the settlement of successions, passed
at the 4th Congress, ard approved Feb. 5th 1840.

A joint resolution for the relief of minute men, created under
an act approved Feb. 4t], 1841,

A bill to authorize Sylvanus Dunham to establish a ferry
across Matagorda Bay.

A joint resolution for the relief of John G. Chalmers

A joint resoluation for the relief of Jeremiah Tirnnen.

A bill for the relief of Antonio Menchaca.

A bill for the relief of John Saunders.

A joint resolution for the relief of Midshipman A, J. Bryant.

A joint resolution requirinz the Auditor to scttle certain ac-
coutits.

A bill, from the Senate, making an appropriation for the pay-
meunt of the salaries of District Attoneys for the year 1843, also
that the House had concurred in the amendments of the Senate
to the following bills, to wit:

A bill supplementary to An act providing for the sale of run-
away slaves.

A joint resolution for the relief of Col. J. C. Neill.

Mr. Kaufman moved that the Hon. R. M. Williamson late
Senator from the District composed of the counties of Mont-
gomery, Brazos aud Washington, be notified of the vacation of
his seat as a Senator in Congress, which motion was carriet,
and the notification having been given, the following communi-
cation from the said R. M. Williamson was received and order-
ed to be spread upon the journals, to wit :

Mr. President, and Gentlemen of the Senate :

It is not my intention further to allude to the late contest be-
tween the Hou. Jesse Grimes and myself, than simply to ac-
knowledge the notification of the vacation of my seat in the
Senate, by a resolution of your honorable body, passed on the
fourth day of the preseut month, and referring the election
again to the people.

" Having uniforaly entertained and expressed in public and
private life the belief that our country was safe of her common
enemy, I deem it of little consequence, at this crisis, whether I
am in or out of her councils, and having no political or person-
al asperations to gratify, I assure your honorable body that it is
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with but little concern on my own part that I receive such no-
tice. Had I have felt myself at liberty to have pursued my own
inclinations on this subject, I might have saved the Senate of
somo time, and perhaps some trouble.  But having received a
plurality ot all the votes cast in the District of Washington, as
defined by the Constitution, (in iy humble conception,) and the
notice of Mr. Grimes pending that he would contest my seat;
a just sense of my duty to those of my fellow-citizens, who
honored me with their confidence at the ballot-box, compelled
me to await the action of your honorable body thereon. That
action has been had, and with it I am content. And, now gen-
tlemen, on retiring from your deliberations, allow an old citizen-
soldier to tender to you, as a body, his sincerest and kindest
regurd, and individually, his right hand.
(Singed.) R. M. WILLIAMSON.

Mr. Parker of Nacogdoches, by leave, introduced a bill to be
entitled An act to repeal an act to sectionize and sell the Chero-
kee Lands. Read a first time,

On motion of Mr. Parker of Nacogdoches, the rule was sus-
pended, bill read a second time and referred to the Committee
on Finance,

Mr. Rugeley, by leave, introduced a bill to be entitled An act
making an appropriation for pay of seamen lately attached to
the Texas Navy. Read a first time.

-Also, a bill to authorize the Secretary of War and Marine to
contract for keeping the Navy in ordinary. Read a first time.

Mr. Kaufman, by leave, introduced a bill for the more prompt
collection of the Direct Taxes. Read a first time.

Mr. Kaufman moved to suspend the rule—motion lost.

Also, a bill prescribing the mode of proceeding against de-
linquent holders and collectors of public monies. Read a first
time, ’

On motion of Mr. Kaufman, the rule was suspended, bill
read a second time, and referred to the Committee on Finance.

The Senate then proceeded to the

ORDERS OF THE DAY.

A bill to alter and fix the duties on imposts, was taken up,
read a second time. :

Mr. Kaufman offered the following amendment, to wit: “and
that coffee, salt, iron, steel, powder and lead, be admitted free of
duty,” which was rejected.
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Mr. Webb moved to strike out the 2nd, 3rd and 4th sectiots.

The ayes and noes being called for, upon the motion, stocd
thus:

* Ayes—Messrs. Greer, Hunter, Lawrence, Parker of Fort Bend,
Parker of Naoorrdoc‘w,, _dlllllO Rugeley, Shaw, Smith and
Webb—10.

Noes—Mr. Kaeulman—1, -

Mr. Shaw offered the following amendment, to wit: in Sec,
7, third line, strike out ¢ fifteen” and insert ¢ twenty-five”—
which was rejected.

Mr. Greer moved to strike out the 5th Section.

The aves and ‘nocs being called for, stood thus:

Ayes—DMessrs, Greer, Thnter, Lﬂwlu}ce Parker of TFort
Bend, Parker of Nuacogdoches, I‘amllo, Ruoeley Smith and
Webb--9.

Noes—-—Messrs. Kaufinan, and Shaw—2.

Mr. Greer moved to amend the 8th Scetion, so as to admit
bibles, testaments, and primary school books, free of duty, also
to insert, in same Scction, alter the word “kinds,” the words
“the property of emigrants, and also”—which motions were
carried. _

Mr. Pattillo offered the following amendmnent, to wit:

Beit further enacted, that there shall be lev ied and collected
a duty of twenty per cent. ou all shingles and ldmber,” which
was adopted, and bill passed to its third reading.

A commmunication from the Auditor in answer to a resolution
of the Senate, requesting information, &c., was read and on
motion of Mr. Rugeley, laid on the table.

On motion of Mr. Parker of Nacogdoches, a bill to authorize
a District Court at Fort Houston, in Houston county, was taken
up, read a second time—-amendments adopted, bill passed to its
third reading—-rule suspended, bill read a third time and passed.

On motion of Mr. Webb, a joint resolution requiring the Au-
ditor to settle certain accounts, was taken up—read a first time
—rule suspended—bill read a second time, and referred to Judi-
ciary Committee.

On motion of Mr. Lawrence, a bill makmg an appropriation
to payin part the officers of the Navy was taken up, and read a
third time.

Mr. Kaufman moved to amend by inserting after the word
“account,” in Section 2, the words “upon presentation of proper
and legal vouchers,” which motion was lost.

The question was now, shall the bill pass ? which was carried.

Mr. Greer moved a reconsideration, and
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The ayes and noes being calied stood thus :

Aves——3iessrs. Greer, Imu;mm Parker of Nacogdoches, Pat-
titlo, Shaw, Sith and "Webb—-7.

_ Noes—Messrs. Huunter, Lawreunce, and Rugeley—3. So the
vote was reconsidered. :

~ 'Th= ayes and noes being called for, ou the final passage of
the bill) stood thus:

Ayes—Messrs. Hunter, Lawrence, Rugeley, Shaw, Smith
and Webb—5,

. Noes—Messrs. Greer, Kaufman, Parker ol Nacogdoches and
Pattillo—1.  So the bill passed,

A bill for the more prompt collection of the License 'T"axes.
Read a third time and passed.

A bill to Increase the salaries of District Attorneys.

On motion of Mr. Pattillo, the same was laid on the table.

A bill athorizing the Commissioner of the General Land
Offize to issue patents where the field notes by mistake or acci-
dent contain a greater quantity of land than is called for by the
certificate. Read a third time, and

On motion of Mr. Greer, the same was laid on the table.

A bill to provide for carrying the Public Mails for the year
1844, and establishing the rates of postage. Read a second
time.

Mr. Greer moved to strike out in 4th Section, thlrd line “80”
and insert “100”—carried.

Mr. Greer also, moved to strike out fourth line, in same sec-
tion ; and iu fifth line of same section, to strike out “150” and
insert “100:” also in same section, teuth line, strike out these
words ¢ letters lodged for delivery, 64 cents:” also after the
word ¢ ceuts,” and before the word “the,” in eleventh line, of
same section, insert these words, “on newspapers conveyed 100
miles and under, one cent; over 100 miles, two cents, and on
foreign newspapers one cent, in addition to the foregoing rates.
On books and pamphlets, per sheet, the same as newspapers,”
which amendments were adopted,

Mr. Pattillo moved to strike out so much of the bill as re-
quires Post-masters to make their returns under oath, which
was carried. _

Mr. Greer offered this additional section, to wit:

That there may be an agent appointed in New-Orleans,
whose duty it shall be to assort and forward all letters, keep a
mail bag in his office, and shall receive compeusatlon for all
trouble and expense to the amount of one hundred and fifty
dollars, which was adopted.
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Mr. Parker of Nacogdoches offered the following amendzent,
to wit :

Be it further enacted, that the Secretary of State shall con
tract for the transporting of a mail from Washington to Croei-
ett via Fanthorps, Fort Boggy, Alabama, Mustang Prairie, once
every two weelis, which was rejected.

Mr. Hunter moved to strike out the last cluuse of ihie first
section, which motion was lest,

The question now was, shall the bill pass to its third reading!?
which was carried.

Mr. Webb, from the Judiciary Committee, by leave of the
Senate, 1eponed a joint resolution requmntr lhe Auditor to au-
dit celmln accounts,” with the following amendment, to wit :

“Be it further enacted, that this joiut resclution take efiect
from and after its passage.”

A joint resolntion providing for an amendment to the Con-
stitution, aund for the establishment of a separate Supreme
Court, was read a second time, in words following :

Wue, eas, owing to the oredt increase of business in the Su-
prewe Contt of the Repubhc, and under the preseit organiza-
tion of our judiciary system, it.is wholly in*)powible that our
judges can have sufficient time and opportanity to investigaie
the important questions that they will be called npon to decide.

And Whereas, it is believed that a separate and independent
Supreme Court of the Republic is absolutely necessary forthedue
administration of justice, and that the same can be established
with but little additional expense to the country ; therefore,

Arr. 1st. 'T'hat Sectious seven, eight, and uine of Amcle
four of the Constitution of the chubhc of Texas be changed,
and amended, so as to provide that the Supreme Court of the
Republic of T exas shall consist of a Cinef Justice and two As-
sociute Judges, a majority of whem shall constitute a ¢uorum
to do business.

Art. 2. That the said judges of the Snpreme Court shall
be elected at the regular sessions of Coongress, by joint ballot of
both Houses, and shall hold their offices for (he term of six
years, théir compensation shall be fixed by law. and sha!l not
be increased or diminished during their continuance in oflice.

Arr. 3rd.  That in the event that a -quoruam of said Su-
preme Court caunot be had in any particular case, in conse-
quence of the disability of auy one or more of said judges,
then the President of the Ilepublic shall comunission some one
or more gentlemen, learned 1 the law, to hear and determine
said case or cases.
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Art. 4. That should a vacancy occur in the vacancy of
Chief Justice of the Supreme Court or either of the judges there-
oi, the President of the Republic of Texas shall forthwith fill
tiie same by appoiutment, until the next regulzr session of Con-
gress, \hen such vacancy shall be filled by Congress for the
bailanece of the term, by joint ballot.

On motion of Mr. Kaufman, the rale was suspended, and
bill read a thivd time.

'The ayes and noes, on its fina) passage, being called, stood
thus:

Aves—DMoessts. Greer, Kaufrian, Parker of Fort Bend, Parker
of Nacogdoches, Pattillo, Rugeley, Smith, and Webb—S8.

Nous—Messrs. Hunter, and Shaw- 2.

So the bill passed.

On motion of Mr. Webb, the Senate adjonrued until 10
o’clock, Monday morning.

Moxpay, January 22d, 1844,
10 o’clock, a. m.

Senate met—the roll of members being called, the following
weutlemen answered to their names, towit: Messrs. Greer, Hun-
ter, I{aufinan, Lawrence, Parker of Fort Bend, Parker of Na-
cogdoches, Pattillo, Rugeley, Shaw, Smith and Webb—~quorum
present.

Prayer by the Chaplain.

The journal of the preceeding day was read and adopted.

Mr. Greer, Chairman of the Committee on Finance, to which
was referred a bill prescribiug the mode of proceeding against
delinquent holders jand collectors of public monies; reported
the same back to the Senate with. the following amendment,
o wit: “in Sec. 2d, 10th line after the word ‘“chattles”
insert the words “lands or tenemeuts.” )

Mr. Rugeley, Chairman of the Select Committee to which
was referred “a bill authorizing John C. Hays, to raise a Com-
pany of mounted gunmen,” reported the same back to the Sen-
ate withont amendment, and recominend its passage.

Mzr. Parker of Fort Beud, Chainnin of tne Coummittee on
Post Offices and Roads, to which was referred a bill to be en-
titled : “An act supplementary to an act to locate a road from
Waslington to the Sabine River, approved December 14th,
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1839,” reported the same back to the Senate without amend-
ment, and recommend its passage.

Mr. Pattillo, Chairman of the Committee on Eungrossed and
Eurolled bes, reported thut the Commitiee had examined a
bill making an appropriation for the payment of the salaries of
District Atmrnevq for the year 1843, and find the same correct-
1y enrolled, the samne having been smucd by the Speaker of the
House of Representmives and President of the Senate, was this
day presented to his Excellency, for his approval. Also,

A joint resolation for the relief of League, Andrews & Co.

A joint resointion providing for an amendment of the Consti-
tation and the establishment of a separate Supreme Court, and
tind the saine correctly engrossed.

A uessage was reccived from his Excellency the President,
through his private Secretary, W. D. Miller, Esq., presenting
three several commuuications in wmmo--the first in answer to
a resolution of the Senate, requesting information in relation to
the nuinbar of arms, the quanm_v of ammunition, &c., in pos-
sesstol of the Govumnent; which was read and re('er.red to the
Cowmittee on: Military Affairs. The second was a reply to a
resolution of the Senate, asking information of any vacancies in
the offices of District Judges, &c , which was read. And the
third coutained the objections of the Executive, to a bill to be
entitled: “An act to fix the place for the sessious of the Su-
preme Court, which was read aund laid on the table,

A message was received from the House of Representa-
tives, !lnoucrh their Chief Clerk, Mr. James H. Raymoud, that
the House hud passed the following bills, to wit:

A Bill (from the Senate) for the “elief of Thomas and Susan-
nah Jackson, as mail eontractors, for the years 1838 and 1839.

A Bill (trom the Senate) requiring the Auditor to audit cer-
tain claims therein menticned.

Oun motion of Mr. Parker of Fort Bend, the Senate then pro-
ceeded to the

ORDERS OF THE DAY.

On motion of Mr. Parker of Nacogdoches, a joint resolution
for the relief of League, Audrews and Co., was taken up.

Read a secoud time, and ardered to be engrossed.

Mr. Kaufman, moved a suspension of the rule. Carried—
bill read a third time and passed.

A Bill anthorizing John C. Hays, to raisc a Company of
mounted gunmen.

T
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Read second time, and passed to third reading, rule sus-
pended. bill vead a thivd time and passed.

A Bill supplementary to an act to locate a road from Wash:
ington to Subine River, approved Dec. 14, 1839.

Read a second time, and pussed to its lhnd reading.

A Bill prescribing the nwode of proceeding against delinquent
holders and collectors of public monies.

Read a szcond time, ameudment adopted, and bill ordered to
be cngrossed,

Mr. Greer, moved to suspend the rule, which motion was
carried —Dbill read o third time and passed.

A Bill for the relief of William G. Cooke, late acting Quarter
Master General.

Read a third time.

'The ayes and noes upon the final passage of the bill being
called stood thus:

Aves—Dessrs. Hunter, Kaufiman, Lawrence, Parker of Na-
cogdoches, Pattillo, Rufr ley, Swith and Webb—8,

Noes—Messrs. Greer, Parker of Fort Bend, and Shaw---3.

So the bill pas-ed.

A Bill to provide for carrying the mails, for the year 1844,
and establishing the rates of postage,

Read a thivd thme, aud passed.

A joint resolutiol requiring the Auditor to audit certain ac-
counts,

Read 2d time, amendments adopted, and passed to its third
reading.

On motion of Mr. Webb, the rule was suspended, bill read a
third time and passed.

A Bill to alter and fix the duties on imposts.

Read a third time. .

"The ayes and noes being called upon the final passage of the
bill, stood thus: '

Ayes—Messrs, Greer, Huuter, Lawrence, Parker of Fort
Bend, Parker of Nacogdocies, Paitillo, Ruogeley, Smith and
Webb---9,

Noes--Messrs. Kaufman, and Shaw.—2.

So the bill passed.

A Bill to prescribe the daties of Distriet Judges, in regard to
charging Juries. Read second time, and

On motion of Mr. Kaufman, laid on the table.

A joint resolution {or the relief of John Gregg.

Read a second time, amendments adopted, and bill ordered to
be endrossed. -
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A Bill to incorporate the Texas Land and Emigrating Com-
pany.

Read sccond time.

Mr. Greer, moved to strilic out the preamble to 5th section.

.Carried.

On motion of Mr. Webb, the words “for the canses aforesaid”
were striken out, and the words “by the action of Govermment”
were inserted.

Mr. Greer, moved to strile out in 6th section, the words «for
ten years thereafter” which motion was carried, «nd the bill or-
dered to be engrossed.

A Bill toanthorize an Association of the Physicians of the
Republic of Texas.

Read second time.

Mr. Greer, moved to amend by inserting after the word
“real” the words “for the use of the institution,” which amend-
ment was adopted and hill ordered to e vtigrossed.,

A Bill supplementary to an act of litnitations.

Read a second time, amendiments of Comwitice rejected.

The ayes and noes being called for on the engrosswentof the
bill, stood thus : -

Ayes—Mo.srs. Greer, Hunter, Lawrence, Parker of Nacog-
doches, Pattillo, Rngeley, Smith and Wrbb--8.

Noes-~Messrs. Kaufman, Parker of Fort Bend, and Shaw--3.

Mr. Parker of Fort Bend, moved an adjourumeut uutil 3
o'clock, p. M., which motion was lost.

A Bill for the protection of the Sonth Western {rontier.

Read second time, amendments adopted.

Mr. Greer, moved to lay the bill on the table, which motion
was lost, and

On motion of Mr. Webb, the bill was recommitted to a selec
Committee,

Messrs. Greer, Webb, Lawrence and Smith were appointed
said Committee. :

A Bill amendatory to an act regnlating Indian intercourse,

Read a second time, and ordered 1o be engrossed.

A message was received fromn the Tixecutive, through his
private Secretary, W. D. Miller, matked “secret.”

On motion of Mr. Greer, the Senate went inio secret session:

The doors being opened on motion of Mr. Webb.

Mr. Greer, was added to the Committee on Foreign Rela-
tions.

On motion of Mr. Pattillo, the Senate adjourned until 3
o'clock, p, M.
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: 3 o’cLock, p. M.

Senate met—roll called —quorum present.

Mr. Grimes, Senator elect from the District composed of the
Counties of Washington, Montgomery and Brasos, appeared,
presented his credentials, took the oath and his seat, and

Oa motion of Mr. Puarker of Nacogdoches, the credentiuls
were referred to the Committee ou'Privileges and Elections.

A joint resolution for the reorganization and relief of Refugio
Conuty.

Read asecond time. :

Mr. Hunter, moved to amend the 4th section, so as to read :

“Be it further resolved, that tite citizens of said County of
Refugio be, and they are hereby exempt from the paymeut of
direct taxes previous to 1844.”  Also, “provided, that not wore
than two leagues of land belonging to any one person, shall be
cxempt from the paywent of taxes,” which amendments were
rejccted.

Mr. Kauiman, moved to amend so that not more than one
league and labor belonging to any one citizen, should be ex-
empt, which mfotion was lost. .

"I'he ayes and noes, beiug as follows :

Ayes—Messrs. Kaufman, Parker of Fort Bend, Parker of
Nacogdoches, and Shaw---4. _

Noes—Messrs. Greer, Hunter, Patiillo, Rugeley, Smith,
Webb and Grimes—7.

Mr. Grimes, moved to’strike out the 4th section, and the
ayes and noes stood thus: ‘

Ayes—Messrs. Greer, Kaufman, Pattillo, and Grimes—4.

Noes—Messrs. Huuter, Parker of Fort Bend, Parker of Na-
cogdoches, Rugeley, Shaw, Smith and Webb—7.

The question now was, shall the bill pass to a third reading ?

Thue ayes and noes, were as follows :

Ayes—Messrs. Hunter, Rugeley, Shaw, Smith and Webb—5

Noes---Messrs. Greer, Kaufinan, Parker of Fort Bend, Par-
ker of Nacogdches, Pattillo, and Grimes---6.

So the bill was lost.

A joint resolution for the relief of Sarah N. Hubert.

Read a second time, and

On motion of Mr. Parker of Nacogdoches, referred to the
Com:mittee on Post Offices and Roads. '

A Bill to legitimate John S. Hodges.

Read a third time and passed.



149

A Bill for the relief of tiie heirs of Henry Pearson, deccased.

Read second time and referred to the Judiciary Commitice.

A Bill supplementary to au act coneerning sents.

Read a 3d time, and

Ou motion of Mr. Kaulinan, the same was recomtnitted to a
select Comnittee.

Messrs. Grimes, Raufinan, aud Parker of Nacogdoches, were
appointed said Connniltee, .

A Bill to wucorporate Hermanun’s University.

Read second tme.

Mr. Kaofman, moved to striiie out 12th section, and

The ayes aud toes being ealled; stood thus:

Ayes—Messrs Greer, Koufumn, Parker o(I\ucogdoches, Ra-
geley, Shaw, Santh and Grimes—7.

Noes—Messrs, Hunter, Parker of Fort Beud, Pattillo, and
W.bhs-4.

So the motion was carried, nnd bill passed to 3d reading.

A Bill for removing and fixing the seat of justice for the
Conaty of Washiugton.

Read secoud time, aud

On motion of Mr. Grimes, referred to a select Committee.

Messrs. Grimes, Parker of Nacegdoches, and Hunter, were
appointed said Counnittee,

A Bill to regnlate the fees of County Clerks in certain cases.

Read a third time and passed.

A Bill to repeal certain Joan laws.

Read sccond time.

Mr. Kaufinan, moved its reference to the Committee on Fi-
natce.

Lost, and bill passed to third reading.

A Bill to authorize the holding of the Distriet Court in two
places iu Red River County, aud for other purposes.

Read 2d time, aud

On motion of Mr. Greer, referred to the Committece on the
Judiciary.

A Bill to amend an act regnlating the coasting trade, and for
the protection of Texian shipping.

Read second time, and

On motion of Mr. Shaw, referred to the Committee on Fi-
nance.

Ou motion of Mr. Kaufman, a bill for the more prompt col-
lection of the License 'f'axes, was taken up.

Read a second time, and referred to the Committee on Fi-
nance.
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A Bill to continue iir force an act for the relief of purchasers:
of Austiu City Lots.

Read s:coud time, and passed to 3d reading.

Ou motion of Mr. Pumllo, Mr. Grimes was placed upon the
sanie standing Comumittees of whlch Mr. Williamson was a
member,

A Bill for the better security of Mechauies and others,

Read 2d time, and

On motion of Mr. Kanfman, referred to the Cemmittee on
the State of the Republic.

A Bilt {or the relicf of Caroline Johnson.

Read secoud time, and passed to third reading.

A Bill to alter and amend the various acts rd.\tm'r to the du-
ties of Ciief Justices, aund puacnbnm the manuer in which
Commissions shall issue.

Read 24 time, and

On wotion of Mr. Kautman, the same was referred to the Ju-
diciary Committee.

A joint resolution requiring the Auditor to audit all duly au-
thenticated clanms agaiust the Governmenit,

Read 2ud tite, aud

On notion of Mr. Parker of Fort Bend, referred to the Com-
mittee on Finance

A Bl 1o open and establish a National Road.

Read a second time, and

Oo motiou of Mr. Parker of Fort Bend, referred to the Com-
mittee nu the State of the Repnblic.

A Bill to anthorize the Secret u)y of War and Marine, to re-
ceive proposals for keeping the Navy in ordinary.

Read second time.

Mr. Kauafinan, moved to strike out 7th section, which is as
follows .

“Sec. 7. Be it further enacted, that the President of the Re-
public, is authorized to offer for sale at public auction, upon
such terms and at such time and place, as he may see fit, the
brig Archer, now lying in the barbour at Galveston. the pro-
ceeds of \vhlch shall be paid into the public Treasary.”

The ayes and noes being called, stood thus :

Ayes—Messrs. Greer, K:mfmun, Parker of Fort Bend, Par-
ker ol Nacogdoches, Smith, Webb and Grimes—7.

Noes—Messrs. Hunter, Rugeley, Pattillo and Shaw—4.

So the motion was carried.

Mr. Webb, moved fo insert the word “Archer” in 1st section
after the word “Wharton,” also, to strike out from section 6,
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these words: “known as the secret act,” which nictions were
carried.

A Bill making an appropriation for pay of scamen lately at-
tached to the 'Pexus Nuvy.

Read 2d time, and

Oa mation of Mr. Shaw, referred to the Corunitice on C!aum
and Accouunts.

A joint resolution for the reliet of Minute-men, crcated under
an act, approved Feb. 4, 1841, '

Read tirst time. ,

On motion of Mr. Parker of Fort Bend, the Scnate ad-
Jjourned uutil 10 o'clock, to-morrow.

Tuespay, January 23d, 1844. g

10 o'clock a. M.

Senate met—the roll of membersheing called, the following
gentlemen answered to their names, to wit :

Messrs. Greer, Honter, Lawreuce, Kaufinan, Grimmes, Par-
ker of Fort Bend, Parker of Naccgdoches, Pattillo, Rugeley,
Shaw, Smith, and Webb—quorum present.

Prayer by the Chaplain,

The journal of the preceding day was read and adopted.

Mr. Pattillo, Chairman of the Cogumittee on Engrossed and
FEnrolled hills, reported-that the Commitiee had examined a bill
to incorporate the Texas Land and Emigrating Company; a'so,
+Anact aunthori mntr an Association of the Phw)cmns of the Re-
public of Texas.’

“Au act to anthorize the Secretary of War and Matrine to con-
tract for keeping the Navv i ordivary.”

“An act supplementary to an act of hmitations..

“An act amending an act to provide for thie establishnent and
maintenance of peace, aud to regnlate {riendly intercourse with
Indians, appreved 7th January, 1843.”

“A Bill prescribing the mode of proceeding against delin-
quent holders und collectors of public montes,” and

“A joiut resolution for the relief'of John Gregg,” and find the
same correctly engrossed. Also

“An act requiring the Auditor to audit certain accounts
therein named,” and
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A jolntr sohmon for the relief of Thomas and Susannah Jac-
son, and find the sne correctly enrolled, the saune having been
siagned by the Speaker of the House of Replesel. tatives and the
President of the Senate, was this day presented to his Excellen-
cy, for his approval.

Mr. Grimes, Chairman of the select Commxttee to which
was referred “a bill supplementary to an act coneerning rents,”
reported the saone back to the Senale with the ame ndiments Te-
ported by the Judlcmny Committee, and recommend 1ts passage.

Mr. Greer, Chairman of the scleet Commitiee, to whieh was
relerred +.in act for the proteciion of the South "Wastern  frou-
tier,” reported a substitute for the same, to he: entlled : “Au act
Tor tiie protection of the South Western frontivr.”

Ir. Greer, Chatrman of the Conmittee on Finance, to which
way wicn\d 4 bill to repen] all laws which anthorize the sec-
tionizing and seiling the lands formerly occupied by the Chero-

-kee Indians,” rep orted the same back to the Senad for its ac-
tion.

On motion of Mr. Greer, the Senate proceeded to the

ORDERS OF THE DAY.

A joint resol'ition for the relief of John Gl ag.

Read 3d time and passed.

A Bl amending of an act regulating Indian intercourse.

R:ad third time and de\(‘d

A Bill for the relief of C'aroline Johnson.

Read 3d time and passed.

A Bill supplementary to the act of Limitations.

Read 3d time.

Ou motion of Mr. Greer, the vote which passed this bill to
its third readine was 1e\on51dued

Mr. Greer, woved to amend the sccond section, by adding
these words: “provided, that nothifig in this act shall te so con-
strued as to extend the time to holders of rejected certificates.”

Motion carried,

The question now was, shall the bill pass to its third
reading ?

The ayes and noes being called, stcod thus:

Ayes---Messrs. Greer, Lawreuce, Parker of Nacogdoches,
Rncrelbv, Smith--and Weob—-—b g

Noes---Messrs. Geimes, Hunter, Kaufman, Parker of Fort
Bend, Pattitlo, and Shaw—8.
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_ There being a tie, the President decided in the affirmative.
So the bill was passed to its third reading.
A Bill to authorize the Secretary.of War and Marine to con-
tract for keeping the Navy in ordinary.
Read 3d time.
Mr. Rugeley, offered this additional section, to wit:

Be it further enarted, that if the Secretary War and Ma-
Tine shall not be able to make a contract mcotdmo to the pro-
visions of this act, then, and in that case, the Secnetary of War
and Marine, shall have power to applythc amount appropnat-
ed to the keepnw the Navy in ordinury, under his direction.”

Which was unanimously adopted.

Mr. Rugeley, oflered to fill the blank in the bill with $la,000

Mr. Webb, moved $20,000.

Mr. Webb, withdrew his motion, and

Mr. Grimes, moved to fill the blank with §10,000.

The question was put upon Mr. Rugeley’s motion to fill with
$15,000, and

The ayes and noes being called, stood thus:

Ayes—Messrs. Hunter, Kaufman, Lawrence, Rugeley, Smith,
and Webh—6.

Noes—essrs. Greer, Grimes, Parker of Fort Bend, Parker of
Nacogdoches, Pattillo and Shaw—=6.

There being a tie, the President decided in the affirmative,

So the motion was carried.

The question now was, shall the bill pass ?

Which was carried,

A Bill authorizing an Association of the Physicians of the Re-
public of Texas.

Read a third time and passed.

On motion of Mr. Greer, the message of the President con-
taining his objections to the bill to fix the place for the sessions
of the Supreme Court, was taken up, and

On motion of Mr. Webg the sume was laid on the table, until
Monday next.

A Bill supplementary to an act coucerning rents.

Read 3d time and passed.

A Bill toincorporate the Texas Land and Emigrating Com-
pany. ,

Read a third time, and

The ayes and noes bemo- called for, stood thus:

Ayes—~ -Messrs. Lawrence Parker of Fort Bend, Rugeley and
Webb--4.

v
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Nocs—Messrs. Grimes, Hunter, Kaufman, Pattillo, Shaw,
Smith and Greer--7,

A Bill tor the protcction of the South Western Frontier.

Read second time, and the substitute Teported by the Com-
mittee adopted.

Mr. Hu.xter moved to insert after the word ¢“dollars” these
words : “or impxiboned at the discretion of the Court.”

Carried, and bill ordered to be engrossed.

On motion o: Mr. Greer, the rule was suspended, bill read a
third time and passed.

On motion of Mr. Kaufman, the Senate went mto secret
session.

+The doors being opened, on motion of Mr. Greer, the Senate
adjourned, until 3 o’clock, p. M.

TIREE 0'CLOCK P. M,

Sanate met—DMr. Greer, President pro tem in the Chair—roll
called—no quorum—the Sergeant-at-urms was despatched after
absent members—returned and .aquorum present.

A message was received from the kHouse of Representatives,
that the House had passed the following bills, to wit:

A Biil to prohibit skeves from carrying fire arms.

Read first time.

A joint resolution for the relief of George W. Terrel.

Read first time.

A Bill regulating Elections.

Read a firet time,

A joint resolution for the relief of Samuel Lemons, his heirs
and :ssigis,

Read first time.

A Bill for the relief of Stephen Jones.

Read first time.

ﬁ& Bill to extend the corporate limits of. the town of Clarks-
ville

Read 1st time.

A joint resolution for the reliet of the heirs of Captain Ro-
bert Oliver. _

Read 1st time.

A joint resolution for the relief of Jose Cassiano. -

Read a first time.
~ A Bill to amend an act passed 18th Januarv, 1841, regulat-
ing wreck-masters.

ad 1st time.

Lo
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A joint resolution for the relief of Messrs. Cruger & Moore.

Read a first time,

On motion of Mr. Lawrence, the rule was suspended, bill
read a second time and referrad to the Con,niitice on the State
of the Republic, withi instructions to 1epm! 1 the mornng.

A Bill torepeal all laws authorizing the sale of thie Navy,

Read a first time. Also,

A Bill (from the Senate) lecrmmatmcr certain chi:dren tlicrein
named.

Mr. Pattillo, by leave, introduced g bill for the relief ¢f Geo.
W. Smith.

Read a first time,

On motion of Mr. Kaufman, the rule was suspended, bill read
second time and referred to the Cownmittee on Claims und .Ac-
counts, with instructions to report to-morrow mornin:.

Mr. Grimes, Chairman of the select Coinmiittee, to' which was
referred a bill ‘providing for the removing aud fixing the scat of
Justice of Washington County, by leave of the ocnute reported
the same, with the following ameundiuents, to wit:

Amend caption by striking out these words “reinoving and”
in 5th section strike out «J. W. Brisier” and inscrt «William W.
Buster,” in same section, strike out “Farquier” and insert “Fa-
quhar, ?in same section strike out “John” and msert “Joshua,”
s0 as to read “Joshua Graham.”

Read second time, amendinents adopted, and bill passed to
3d reading. _

A Bill to repeal all laws which authorize the sectionizing and
selling of the lands, formerly occupied by the Cmrokee In-
dians.

Read 2nd time and ordered to be engrossed.

On motion of Mr. Parker of Nacogdoches, the rule was sus-
pended, read a third time, and

The ayes and noes, bemg called for, on the final passage of
the bill stood thus:

Ayes—DMessrs. Greer, Grimes, Hunter, Kaufman, Lawrence,
Parker of Fort Bend, Parker ot Nacogdoches, Pattiijo, and
Smith—9.

. Noes—Messrs. Rugeley, and Shaw- 2

So the bhill passed.

A Bill to repeal certain Loan lLaws.

Read a third time and passed.

ABI“ to continue in force an act for the relief of purchasers
of lots in the City of Austin.

Read 3d time and passed.
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A bill to incorp orate Hermann’s University.

Read 3d time.

Mr. Parker of Fort Bend, offered the following amendment as
substitute to 12th section of the bill.

“Sec. 12. And the aforesatd President and Tmstees are here-
by authorized to locate and have surveyed for the use of said
University, one league of any vacant land of the Republic of
Texas, and the Commissioner "of the General Land Office, s
hexeby required to issue a patent for said land, whenever the
survey thereof shall have been made accordmg to law.”

Which was unanimously adopted, and bill passed.

A Bill supplementary to an act to locate a road from Wash-
ington to Sabine River.

"Read 3d time, and passed.

A Bilt for the relief of Antonio Menchaca.

Read a first time.

A Bill to incorporate the Fannin Artillery, in the City of
Houston. Read first time.

A joint resolution for the reliefof Jeremiah Tinnen.

Read a first time.

A Bill for the relief of Maria Jesusa Garcia.

Read a first time.

On motion of Mr. Kaufman, “An act to prescribe the duties
of District Judges, in regard to charging Juries,” was taken up,
read 2ad time, and referred to a select Commxt(ee

Messrs. Kaufman, Grimes and Hunter, were appointed said
Committee.

A joint resolution removing the Custom House, in the Dis-
trict of Calhoun.

Read a first time, and

On motion of Mr. Rugeley, the rule was suspended  bill read
2nd time, and referred to the Committee on Finance.

A _]Oll]t resolution for the relief of Mary Johnson

Read Ist time. ’

A joint resolution for the relief of Minute-men, created un-
der an act of Congress, approved Feb. 4, 1841,

Read 2nd time, and

On motion of Mr. Shaw, referred to the Committee on Claims
and Accounts,

A Bill to divorce Missouri Jane Wagner and Charles Wag-
ner. Read 1st time. ‘

A Bill to repeal in part an act regulating the duties of Pro-
bate Courts, and the settlement of successions.

Read lst time.
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* A Bill to charige a mail route therein named.
Read a first time. ,
A joint resolution for the relief of midshipman A. J. Bryant.
Read a first time.
A Bull for the relief of John Saunders.
Read 1st time. P
A Bill to authorize Sylvanus Dunham, to establish & Ferry
wcross Matagorda Bay.,  Read first time.
A Bill exempting Distilleries fr.m taxation.
Read 1st time.
A joint resolution for the relief of Joiin G.Chalmers.
Read first time.
On motion of Mr. Shaw, the Senate adjourned until to-
morrow morningy at 10 o’clock, a. M.

WebNESDAY, January 24th, 1844. )
10 o'clock, 4. m.

Senate met—Mr. Greer, the President pro tem in the Chair—
the toll of members being called, the following gentlemen an.
“swered to their names; towit: Messrs. Greer, Grimes, Hunter,
‘Lawrence, Parker of Nacogdoches, Pattillo, Shaw and Smith—no
‘qunorum—the Sergeant-at-arms was despatched after absent
“members---returned and a guorum present.
~ Prayer by the Chaplain.

- The journal of the preceeding day was read and adopted.
~ Mr. Kaufman, oue of the Committee on the State of the Re-
‘public, to which was referred, a bill for the better security of
chanics and others ; reported the same back to the Senate,
bwith the following amendments, and recommend its passage, to
wit ;' At the end of fifth section, add the following proviso:
‘“Provided, that the provisions of this act shall only apply to
incorporated cities.” :
i Mr. Parker of Fort Bend, Chairman of the Committce on
Post Offices and Roads, to which was referred a bill for the re-
‘Hef of Sarah N. Hubert, reported the same back to the Senate
“without amendinent, and recommend its passage.

Mr. Greer, Chairman of the Comumittee on Finance, to which
Wwas referred a bill to amend an act regulating the coasting
{twde, and the protection of Texian shipping ; reported the same
back to the Senate, and recommend its passage. '

- “T'he Committee on Engrossed and Enrolled bills, through
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Mr. Purker of Nacogdoches, oue of the Committee, reported
that they had examined the followine bills, to wit:

A Bill to repeal all laws which anthorize the sectionizing and
selling the lands tormerly occupied and reserved for the Chero-
kees,” and “An act for the protection cf the Sonth Western
frontier,” and find the same correctly enurossed.  Also,

“An act legitimating certain children therein named,” and
find the same correcily envolled, the same having been «mned
by the Mnenker of the tHouse of Reprcsoutmlveq and the PICSI-
. dent of the Senate, was this day presented to his kixcelleney for
his approval.

Mr. Rugeley, Chairman of the Committee on the State of the
Republic, to which was referred a joint resolution for the relief
of Messrs. Cruger and Moore ; reported the same back to the
Senate, with the following amendments, and recommend its
passage, to wit: Strike out tiiese words : “forthwith or as soon
as practicable,” and insert “immediately after the puassage of
this resolution.” Strike out *“ten days” and isert these words
“the time they have been delayed in couscquence of copies of
the laws and resolutionrs not having been furnished them in ac-
cordance with their propositious.”

Mr. Kaufman, from the Judiciary Committee, to which was
referred a bill to alter and amend the various acts relating to the
duties of Chief Justices, and prescribing the manner in which
Commissions shall issue ; reported the same with the following
amendments, and recommend its passage, to wit :

Strike out “January” in first section, and insert “t'ebrnary.”
Add “Scc. 10. Be it further enacted, that this act shall be in
full force fromand adter its passage.”

Mr. Kaufiman, from the select Committee to which was refer-
red a bill prcscnl,nw tire duties of District Judges, in regard to
charging Juries; reported the sane with the following amend-
ment, to come in at the end of fourth line from the last :

“Provided, that the Judge may charcre the Jury on such oth-
er points ot I\\v, as he may think proper.”

Mr. Kaufman, by leave, introduced a bill to provide for pun-
ishing Fcrrymen who refuse or neglect to cross mail carriers
gratis, and also, Post Masters who neglect to report to the State
Department, every failure of the maiis on their respective routes.

Read a first time. :

On motion of Mr. Greer, the rule was suspended, bill read
asecond time, and referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. .

Mr. Webb, offered the following resolution, to wit :

"Resolped that the Secretary of the Senatg be, and he is
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hereby directed, to pay out of the contingent fund of the Senate,
to the administrater of J. W. Harrison, deceased, twenty dollars,
for articles furnished for the use of the Senate, at the session of
1841 and 2, as per account attached.”

Which resolution was adopted.

On motion of Mr. Kaufman, the Senate proceeded to the

OiDERS OF THE DAY.

+ A Bill supplementary to the act of llmltatmns

Read 3d time, and

Th= ayes and noes upon the final passage of the bill being
called, stood as follows:,

Ayes—Messrs Gnmes, Rugeley, and Webb—3.

Noes—Messrs. Greer, Hunter, Kaufman, Parker of Fort
Bend, Pattillo, Shaw, and Smith—7.

"~ So the bill was rejected.

Mr. Greer, moved to reconsider a vote taken on yesterday,
which re )ected a bill to incorporate the Texas Land and Emi-
grating Company.

Carried, and bill read 3d time and passed.

A Bill to incorporate the Fannin Artillery in the City of
Houston.

Read 2nd time, and

On motion of M:. Lawrence, referred to the Committee on
Military Affairs,

A Bill for the relief of Antonio Menchaca.

Read second time, and

On motion of Mr. Parker of Fort Bend, referred to Committee
on Claims and Accounts.

A joint resolution for the relief of George W. Terrel.

Read a second time, and passed to third reading.

A Bill to amend an act regulating the coastmg trade and the
protection of Texian shipping.

Read second time, and passed to its third reading. -

A message was received from his Excellency, in words fol-
lowing, to w:t- ,

Exkcurive DEPARTMENT, |
Washington, January 20th, 1844. §

To the Honorable, the Senate :

The Bill “to fix the place for holding the sessions of the Su-
preme Court,” having been presented to the President for his
signature, has received mature consideration.
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T ae Judicial branch of Government in every free country, is
of the greatest importance to all its citizens; and in this, the Su-
preme Judicial ‘Tribunal, is the point to which they resort for
the attainment of final justice and the protection of their rights,
It is therefore but reasonable to suppose that every facility
would be desired by them, to enable them, whenever necessary,
12 give their personal attendance at its sessions, at the least pos-
sibie expense.  1fthis be true, the more central it is to the body
of the population the morve eligible its location. In removing it
from the City of Austin to Washington, one of the arguments
urzed in favor of the measure, was the increased convenience
which would thereby be afforded to suitors, on account of its
more central position.  If this was a sonud reason for its re-
moval to this point, in the removal now to Galveston, the reason
would seem tolose all its force ; for Galveston is quite as incon-
venient to the people of the country as Austin was; and, in-
deed, would be attended with greater expense, from its insular
position, than auny other situation which could be selected.

It may be urged that the convenience to Judges and lawyers,
would be greater in Galveston than at Washington, because
they would there have uccess to libraries, whic't are not at this
time, to be found here. But in the opinion of the Executive
this should not be regarded as a solid argument, It is the busi-
ness of professional gentlemen, to prepare and attend to the bu-
siness of their clients ; and if the Supreme Court should re-
main here permanently, or at any other convenient point, the
want of libraries would soon be obviated ; because necessity
would furnish inducement to provide the necessary means of
investigation. It certainly would be more reasonable to sup-
posz, that the use of libraries was contingent upon the location
of the Supreme Court, thaa that the location of the Supreme
Court should depend upon the location of libraries. Qneisa
matter of individual provision and accomplishment—the other
1s a matter of national convenience and general necessity.

The Governmant as well as individuals, has rights to be adju-
dicated inthis Supreme Tribunal, to which it s as necessary
as expected, that the Attorney General ofthe Republic should
give his attention. He is compelled to reside at the Seat of
Government. and to attend the sessious of the Court elsewhere,
m the performance of hLis official duties, would not ounly be
productive of great inconvenicnce, but perhaps, in maay cases,
serious injury to the important interests involved. During his
absence, the Government would necessarily be deprived of his
advice. At this time, the title to many scores of leagues of valu-
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able land is in dispute, to be decided by the Supreme Court.—
In theinvestigation of these causes, to which the Governmentisa
party, reference must be made to the records of the General Land
Office, and perhaps to those of other Departments of the Gov-
ernment. 'The removal of the Court, theretore, would in this
respect, greatly embarrass the course of justice and probably the
rights of parties. '

Another objection to the approval of the bill, arises from the
fact that, in a country like ours, not yet having assnmed a fixed
and compact character, it is important to give an air of unity to
the national institutions, by associating thewm intimately togeti-
erin point of locality. Nodanger can ever spring out of this
assoclation, so long as the fuunctions of each coordinate branch
are maintained in seperate action according to the provisions of
the Constitution. DBut by placing the seat of action of each of
these branches, remote from each other, instead of establishing
in the mind of the citizens one common ceotre as the deposito-
ry of their rights and interests, it wealkens the force and influ-
ence of them all upon the public mind. It is to be deplored as
one of the greatest misfortunes to the country, that with the aid
of the Coustitution and Laws, there is but too little disposition
manifested to render that respect and allegiance to the Govern-
ment so necessary to the maintenance of order and the promo-
tion of the general prosperity. 'The less remote the separation
in locality of the different departinents of government, the grea.
ter will be their combined moral influence upon the communi-
tv and the conduct of every citizen—the fewer distractions
will occur, and at the same time, conveunience in adninistering
the public affairs will be increased.

Whatever might be the temporary convenicnee of a removal
of the Supreme Court to Galveston, it would be more than
countervailed by the bad iufluence which might hercafter be
exerted on the country and its legislation.  In matters ot legis-

“lation, as well as in the administration of the laws, it is wise to
have recourse but seidon: to tewporary expedients. In the
managemeut of all lmportant affuirs, a systemn shouid be pur-
sued by which thie greatest good may result and the least pos-
sible imjjury.  Itis to be deplored that diversified and scctional
interest should alresdy hiave had such a malign infinence upon
our harmony as well as our national character. 1In the ad-
vancement of the general interest, union and barmony are all
important, and whatever is calculated to promote them wonld
seem to be the true policy to be adopted and pursued.

If this bill were to pass into a law, it would create a new and

v
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powerful sectional interest at Galveston ; and if at any future
day it should be deemed expedient that the Supreme Court
should be again removed, and an aitempt made to do soy Gal-
veston would Jhave its adherents as a location, however mani-
fest and important the general interest involved in its removal,
During the agitation thuq created, other measures affecting the
Gener‘ll welfflre, would be lost swht of in the legislature, and
.comblmtlons formed tor the exchanve of influence, having re-
ference to this sectional measure,

Believing, as the Executive does, upon a full consideration
of all the circnmstances connected with the passage of the bil,
that it would subserve the interest of the few, and that the many
would be ceriously prejudiced, and that it would give just cause
for complaint, the Executive is constrained to withhold his ap-
perval.

SAM HOUSTON.

Which was read.

Mr. Parker of Fort Bend, moved that 300 copies be prmted
and

The ayes and noes being called stood thus :

Ayes—DMessrs. Qreer, “Grimes, Kaufman, Lawrence, Par-
ker of Fort Bend, Parker of Nacogdoches, and Pattillo—7.

Noes—Messrs. Hunter, Rurreley Shaw and Smith—4.

___So the motion was carried.

TTABill to prohibit slaves from carrying fire arms,

Read 2nd time, and

On motion of Mr. Pattillo, referred to a select committee.

Messrs. Pattillo, Kaufmu'), and Parker of Fort Bend, were
appointed said Comittee. '

A joint resolution for the relief of Jeremiah "f'innen.

Read asecond time, and referred to Comumittee on Claims
and Accounts.

A joiut resoletion for the relief of Maria Jesusa Garea.

Ru d second tiine, and referred to the € ommmce on the
State of the Lepublie.

A Bill 'to repeal all laws authorizing the sale of the *\'wy

Read SCC().ld time, and .

On moticn of Mr. Greer, laid on the tab‘e

A Bill to amend an act respecting wreckmasters.

Read second tine, and passed to 3d reading.

A joint resolution for the relief of Messrs. Cruger & Moore.

Read a second time—first amendment of Committee adopted,
the question upon the adoption of the second amendment 6f the
Lommittee was called, and :
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The ayes and noes were as follows :

Ayes—Messrs. Hunter, Lawrence, Rugeley, and Shaw---4

Noes—Messrs. Greer, Grimes, Kaufinan, Parker of Fort
Bend, Parket of Nacogdoches, Pattillo and Smith—7,

So the amendment was rejected,

Mr. Lawrence, moved to strike outin first section “ten days?
and insert “twenty days.” A divisiou of the question was cait-
ed, and Mr. Lawrence's motiou througheut was cairicd, bill
passed to its third reading, and

On wotion of Mr. Kaufmau, the rule was suspeudad, bill
read 3d time, and passed, )

A Bill for the better security of Mechanics and others.

Read a second time, amendments of Committee adopted, and
biil passed to its third reading.

A message was received from the House of Re; resentatives,
that the House had passed “A bill to provide the mode of set-
tling claims of creditors of estates of deceased persons in cer-
tain cases,” which was read a first tite.

Also, that the House had concurred in the ameudinents of the
Seuate, to the following bills :

A Bill to provide for carrying the mails, for the year 1844,
and establishing the rates of postage.

A Bill creating a District Court at Fort Houston, in Hous-
ton County, and a joint resolution requiring the Auditor to au-
dit certain accounts.’

Also, that the House had concurred in part of the amend-
ments of the Senate, to a bill to fix the duties on imposts.

Also, that the House had rejected a bill from the Senate, to
change the times of holding the Courts, in the first Judicial
District.

A Bill to alter and fix the duties on imposts was, on motion
of Mr. Lawrence, laid on the table.

On motion of Mr. Parker of Fort Bend, the Senate adjourned
until J'clock, p. M.

THREE OCLOCK, P. M.

Senate met—roll called—quorum present.

On motion of Mr. Grimes, a bill to provide for fixing the seat
of Justice of Washington County, was taken up and referred to
the sams select Comumittee which reported it on yesterday.

A joint resolution for the relief of Sarah N. Hubert.

Read a second time, and passed to its third reading,

A bill to prescribe the duties of District Judges in regzard to
charging juries.
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Read second time, amendments adopted, and

The ayes and noes upon the engrossment of the bill, stood
as follows :

Ayes—Messrs. Grimes, Hunter, Kaufman, Parker of Fort
Bend, Parker of Nacogdoches, Rugeley, Shaw, and Smith—8.

Noes—Messrs. Greer, and Pattillo—2,

So the bill was ordered to be engrossed, and

On motion of Mr: Kaufman, the rule was suspended, bill read
third time and laid on the table uutil to-morrow.

A joint resolution for the relief of John G. Chalmers.

Read a second time, and

On motion of Mr. Greer, reterred to the Committee on Claims
and Accounts.

A joint resolution for the relief of Jose Cassiano.

Read 2nd time and referred to Committee on Claims and
Accounts.

A Bill to authorize Sylvanus Dunham, to establish a ferry.
across Matagorda Bay.

Read secoud time, and

On motion of Mr, Rugeley, referred to a select Committee.

Messrs. Rugeley, Hunter, and Parker of Fort Bend, were ap-
pointed said Committee.

A Bill for the relief of John Sanders.

Read a second time, and

On motion of Mr. Kaufman, referred to Committee on Lands.

A joint resolution for the relief of midshipman A. J. Bryant,

Read second time, and

On motion of Mr Rugeley, referred to the Commlttee on
Naval Affairs.

A joint resolution for the relief of the heirs of Capt. Robert
Oliver.
Read second time, and

On motion of Mr. Kaufman, referred to Committee on Pub-
lic Lands.

A Bill to establish the Corporate limits of the Town of Clarks-
ville. Read 2nd time, and passed to third reading.

A Bill for the relief of Stephen Jones.

Read a second time.

Mr. Pattillo, moved its reference to the Committee on Milita-
ry Affairs. Lost and

On motion of M. Kaufman, referred to the Committee on
Public Lands
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A joint resolution for the relief of Samuel Lemons, his heirs
or assigns.

Read 2d time, and

On motion of Mr. Greer, referred to the Committee on Pub-
lic Lands.

A Bill to change a certain mail route, therein named.

Read 2d time, and

On motion of Mr. Grinles, the caption of the bill was amend-
ed so as to read thus: “A bill to change the malil route from
Huntsville to Montgomery,” and bill passed to its third reading.

A Bill to repeal m part and to amend an act regulating the
duties of Probate Courts, and the settlement of successions.

Read second tine, aud passed to its 3d reading.

A joint resolution for the relief of Mary Johnson.

Read second time, and

On motion of Mr.. Parker of Nacogdoches, referred to the
Comniittee on Public Lands.

A Bill to divorce Missouri Jane Wagner and Charles Wag-
ner. .

Read second time, and

On motion of Mr. Shaw, referred to the Committee on State
of the Republic.

A Bill regulating Elections.

Read 2d time, and

On motion of Mr. Shaw, referred to the Committee on Privi-
leges and Elections.

A joint resolution exempting Distilleries from taxation.

Read second time.

Mr. Kaufman, moved its reference to the Committee on Fi-
nance. Lost.

Mr. Grimes, moved to lay the bill on the table.

Mr. Greer, amended the motion by adding—until the 1st of
March. Lost. _

Mr. Greer, moved the indefinite postponement of the bill, and

The ayes and noes being called, stood thus.

Ayes—Messrs. Greer, Grimes, Hunter, Parker of Nacogdo-
ches--4.

~ Noes—Messrs. Kaufman, Parker of Fort Bend,, Pattillo,

Rugeley, Shaw and Smith—6.

So the motion was lost, and bill passed to its third reading.

A Bill to alter and amend the various acts in relation to the
duties of Chief Justices, and prescribing the manner in which
" Commissions shall issue.

Read 2nd time, and amendments of Committee adopted.



166

Mr. Huuter, offered to amend by adding this section.

“Sec. 10. Be it further enacted, that for each certificate
under the sealfof the Department of State, there shall be paid to
the Ciief Clerk of that Department, the sum of fifty cents, by
the person requiring the same,”

Which was rejected, and

On motion of Mr. Kaufman, the bill was referred to a select
Comnmittee.

Messrs. Kaufman, Pattillo and Grimes, were appointed said
Committee.

Mr. Parker of Nacogdoches, Chairman on-the part of th®
Senate, ol the joint Committee of the two Houses, appointed to
confer npoa “A bill to authorize the Sheriff’ of Rusk County, to
collect the State and Couaty taxes, for the year 1842, and for
other purposes,” reperted—and recommend that the Senate re-
ceds from s first amendimeant to the 3d section.  '['he Commit-
tee further agree, that the 3d section be so amended, by insert-
ing after tire words “Jury services” the words “so far as the
tax collected for 1842, will extend.”  Also, that the amend-
ments of the Senate, striking out the 4th section, will be con-
curred in by the House.

Mr. Kaufman, moved to.take up “A Bill to amend an act re-
gulating sales by Judgment of a Probate Court or Court of
Chancery.” ‘ ‘

Mr. Greer, moved that the roll be called—quorum present.

Mr. Greer, moved to adjonrn until 10 o'clock, to-morrow
morning:

- 'The ayes and noes being called, stood thus:

Ayes—DMessrs. Greer, Grimes, Parker of Fort Bend, Shaw,
and Smith.—5.

Noes—Messrs. Hunter, Kavufinan, Parker of Nacogdoches,.
Pattillo, and Rugeley—-5. .

Mr. Grimes, being in the Chair, and having voted, and there
being a tie, the motion was lost.

The question on Mr. Kaufman's motion being taken, was
carried, aud the bill referred to the Judiciary Comumnittee.

On motion of Mr. Hunter, a bill to exempt the citizens of San_
Patricio from taxation, was taken up aund referred to a select
Comuittee.

Messrs. Hunter, Parker of Fort Bend, and Rugeley, said Com--
mittee.

On motion of Mr. Parker of Fort Bend, the Senate adjourn-
ed until 10 o’clock, to-morrow.
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Trunspay, January ! ath, I8
10 o’clock a. m. y

Senate met—the roll of members being called, the following
gentlemen answered to their names, to wit : i

Messrs. Greer, Grimes, Hunter, Ix wfinan, L:twrmm-, Par.
ker of Naccgdoches, Rogeley, Shaw, Swmith, and Wbb—-quu-
rum present,

Prayer by the Chaplain,

The journal of the preceding dayv was read and wdopted.

Mr. Parker of Nacoxdoclies, preseuted the petition of  Joscepls
P. Buruett, prayiug relief, wh ich was read aud referred to th
Comumittee on Finance.

Mr. Pattillo, Chairman of the Committee on Eugrossed u
Eurolled bllls reported that the Committee Lad examined
bill to pxeﬂcnbe the duties of District Judges, in regard to Llu r;-
g juries,” and find the same correctiy engrossed.

Mr. Swith, Chairman of the Committee on Public L:mds, to
which was rchned “a joiat re<oluuon for the relict of Samuel
Lemous, Lis heirs or agsigns,” reported the same buck to the
Senate, and recommend its p(leg(:.

Mr. Greer, Chairmaun of the Committee on Finance, to which
was referred, “u bill to remove the Custom UDHSr for the_ Dis-
rict of Calhion: 1" reported the swine back to th &enate for its
action.  Also,

A joint xesalution, requiring the Anditor to audit all duly au-
thenticated claims anainst the Government, whiclh the Commit-
tee reported baclz, and recommend its passage.

Mr. Lawrence, Chairman of the Commitice on Privileges
and Elections, to which was referred . bill reculatine Elee-
tions,” renorted the same back to the Senate, with the foilowi iy
amendment, to wit: {nsert in 12th Sec. uf’!u the werds “this
act” the words “except so far as they relate to elections for de-
populated Counties.”

Mr. Kaufman, from the Commitree on the State of thie Re-
publie, to which was referred “a bill to open and establish a Na-
tional Road,” reported the same to the Senate, with the follow-
ing amendmenrs and recommend 1ts passage, to wit: In 9tb
Sec. 5th line, sml\e out the words “the other two” and insert
the words “’l majority of the same.”

In 9th section, 6th line, strike out the word “one” and insert
the word “two.” At the end of 13th section, add “and survey
ed in a square.”
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Mr. Kaufman, from the Judiciary Committee, to which was
referred “an act for the relief of the heirs of Henry Pearson,
deceased,” reported a substitute to the same, to be entitled : “An
act for the relief of the heirs of Henry Piersou, deceased, and
to provide a remedy for all cases where the Administrators or
Eixecutors have brought suits for the establishment of rejected
certificates.”

Also, “an act to repeal an act regnlating sales by jndgment of
decree of a Probate Court or Court of Chauncery, with the fol-
lowing amendment, to wit: Amend caption, so as to read thus:
“An act to repeal an act to amend an act entitled an act regu-
lating sales by judgiment or decree of a Probate Court or Court
of Chancery, approved Feb. 4, 184} —approved Jan. 14th.
1843

Mr. Rugeley, Chairman of the Commiitee on the State of the
Republic, to which was referred «“an act for the relief of Maria
Jesusa Gareia,” reported the same back to the Senate, and re-
commend its passage. Also,

A Billto divorce Missour: Jane Wagner and Charles Wagner,
which the Comumittee report back for the action of the Senate-

Mr. Grimes, Chairman of the gelect Committee, to which was
referred “a bill to provide for fixing the County seat of Justice
of Washington County,” with the following ameucments, to wit:
After the word “provided” in 4th section, insert “any one
place shall have received a majority of ail the votes polled in
said election, but in the event no one place shall have received
a majority as aforesaid, then and in that case, it shall be the du-
ty of the Chict Justice to proceed to order another election, after
giving notice. as in the first instance—putting in nomination
the two places that have received the greatest number of votes,
which election shall be conducted and the returns made as
heretofore provided—and the place then receiving the highest
number of votes, shall be declared the County Seat of Justice—-
provided,” ' .

Mr. Pattillo, Chairman of the select Committee, to which
was referred “a bill to prohibit slaves trom carrying fire arms,”
reported the same with the following amendments, to wit :

Skc. 3, “Be it further enacted, that it shall not be lawful
for any master or owuer of a slave, to permit such slave to own
in his owu right, any horse, mule or hog, aud any property so
owned by any slave, shaull be forfeited to the County, and the
master or owner of such slaves, shall be fined in a sum not less
than teu dollars, nor more than twenty dollars; recoverable be-
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fore any justice of the peace, as other fines, which fine shall be

paid into the County Treasury.”? '
Mr. Rugeley, Chairman ol the Committee on Naval Atfhuirs,

to which was relerred a joint resolution for the reliet of Mid-

shipmen A.J. Bryant, reported the same; with the following
amend cents, to wit: Add ,

Sec. 2. “Beit further reselved, that John Norris, Thomas.
Barnett, George Davis, Jumes Brown, and James Hogan,y seca-
men, disabled for life 1 the service of the country, may receive
a yearly pension, equal to the half pay of a sean:an.”

Mr. Parker of Nucowdoches, presented the claims of the
Steamships Nej:tune, and New York, for serviees reedened, &e.
and moved a relerence of the same to the Committee on Na-
val Atfairs.  Lost, and”

On motion of Mr. Parker of I'ort Bend the same was referred
to the Conun ttee on Claims and Accounts.

Mr. Grimes, by leave, introduced a Lill to amend the several .
acts granting donations of land to emigrants.

Read 1st time. ,

On niotion of Mr. Grime s, the rule was suspended, and Lill
read a second time, and referred to Concmitiee en Fublie 1 ands.

On motion of Mr. Parlier of IFort Bend, the Seuate proceced,
ed to the

ORDERS OF THE DAY.

A Bill exempting Distilleries from Taxation.

Read 3d time. :

Mr. Hunter, moved its reference to the Committee on Fi-
nance.

The ayes and noes being called, stoed thus:

Ayes—DMessrs Greer, Grimes, Hunter, Lawrence, Parker of
Nacogdoches, Pattillo, Rugeley, and Shaw—8.

Noes— Messrs. Koufuwian, Parker of l'oit Bend, Sniith and
‘Webb-4. '

A joint resolution for the relief of Sarah N. Hnbert.

Read 3d time, and

The ayes and noes being called npon final passage of Lill,
stood thus:
. Ayes—Messrs. Greer, Huuter, Kaufman, Lawrence, Parker
.of Nuacogdoches, Pattillo, Rugeley, Smith aud Webb—9,

Noes—DMr. Grimes—1. : '
8o the bill passed.

w
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A Bill to extend the corporate limits ' of the town of Clarks-
ville.

- Rend 3d time and passed.

A Bi'l to repeal in part and amend an act regulating the du-
ties of Prohate Courts in the seitlement of successious.

Ruead 3:d thwe, and

O uotion of M. Shaw, referred to a sdert Committee.

Messrs. Shaw, Gnmes, and Rngeley, were appoinuted said
Comnittee.

A Bill to chaunge a mail route from Montoomery to Huits-
ville,

Read 3d time and passed.

A Billior the relict of Maria Jesusa Garcia.

Read second timne, and passed to 3d reading.

A joint resolution for the relief of Géorge W. Terrel.

Read th rd ti: me, and

Ouv mintion of Mr. Shaw, referred to the Judiciary Committee,

A Bl to amend an act respecting \vrecl(mastels

Read a third time, and passed.

A il to amnend an act regulating the coasting trade, and the
protection of Texian shipping.

Read third tine and p.ssed.,

A Bill for the beiter security of Mechanics and ‘others.

Rend third time, and passed.

A Bill to preseribe the duties of District Judges, in regard ta
charging Juries.

Read 3d time, and passed.

A Bill to preseribie the mo”e of settling the claiws of ereditor®
of the listates of deceased persons in certain cases.

Rend secand tiine, and referred on motion of Mr. Parker of
Fort Bend, to the Judiciary Conunittee.

A Bill providimg for fixing the seat of Justice for Washington
Conanty.

Read second time, amendments adopted, and bill passed tg
its third reading. .

A Bill to opeu and establish a National Road.

Rezad second time, amendments adopted, anrd

On motion of Mr. Saith, bill Iaid on the table.

A joiut resolation requiring the Auditor to audit-all duly an;
thenticated claiins against the Government.

Read second time,

Mr. Parker of Fort Bend, moved that the bill iay on the ta.
ble. Lost, and
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On motion of Mr. Parker of Nacogdoches, the bill was re-
committed to the Committee on Finance.

A Bl regulating Elections,

Read 20d time—amendments adopted, and -

O motion of Mr. Shaw, recommitted to sclect Committee,

Messrs. Shaw, Grintes and Kaufinan, were appoinied suid
Committee,

A Bill for the reliefof the heirs, of Henry Pearson, deccased.

Read 2d time, the substitute reported by the Committee .ad-
opted, and

O 1 motion of Mr. Kaufinan, bill Iaid on the table.

A Bull to divorce Missouri Jane Wagner and Charles Wag-
ner.

Read a second time.

The ayes and noes being called on the passage of the bill
to its third reading, stood thus :

Aves—Messrs, Lawrence, and Rageley—2,

Noes— Messrs. Greer, Grimes, Hunter , Parker of Nacogdo-
chiese Partillo, Shaw, Smith, W cbh aud I\uu.nn L---4,

Llr. Parker of Lort Bwnd, moved an adjonrument until 3
o’clock, p- m.

Motion lost,

A joint resolntion removing the Custom House for the Dis-
trict of Culhioun,

Read 2ud time, and

On motion of Mr. Webb, laid on the table, until 3 o’clock,
P. M.

Mr. Webb, moved an adjournment until 3 o’clock, this even-
ing.

Mr. Lawrence, amended the motion by moving 10 o’clock,
to-mnrrow moritg,

The qnestion upon Mr. Lawrence’s motion was put, and
lost.  Thae question upou Mr. Webb's nuotion was also put, and
lost.

Mer. Shaw, moved to reconsider the vote which rejected the
bill to divorce Missouri Jane Waguer, and Charles Wagner, and

On motion of Mr. Shaw, the motion to reconsider was laid
oh the table,

A message was received fronr the House of Representatives,
that the House had passed the following bills, to wit.

A Bill allowing District Attorneys ten per cent. on all gov-
ernment liabilities collected by them. :

Read first time.
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On motion of Mr. Kaufman, the rule was suspended, bill
read 2ud time, and referred to (‘nmmmee on Finance.

A joint resolution for the relief of Heury M. Smith.

A Bill for the refief of John Trussel.

A joint resolution for the relief of A. B. Shelhy. ,

A Bill requiriug the Auditor to audit the accounts of the heirs
of Erastus Sinith.

Also, a resolution to 1d30nm “sine die” on the 5th day of
February next, which was read, and ’

Qu motion o(' Mr. Parker of Nacogdoches, laid on the table.

A joint resolution for the relief of Samuel Lewons, his heirs
or assizns,

Read 2ud time, and passed to third reading.

A joiut resolution for reliet of 'l'lldshlpmdll A. J. Bryant.

Red 2ud time, amendwments adopted, and bill passed to 3d
le-l(ﬂl]”

Ou motion of Mr. Greer, a bill to alter in part and fix the du-
ties on 1mpnst~ was taken np, and

~Ou motion of Mr. Webb, the Senate insists upon its amend-
ments to the said hlll—-wlwrvnpnn

M ssrs. Greer, Webb and Lawrence, were appointed asa Com-
mittee of conferern ce, to conter with a hke Comniittee on the
part of the House of Representatives, npon the said amend-
ments,

A Bill to prohibit slaves from carrying fire arms.

Read second time, amendinents adopted.

Mr. Huooter, moved to amend the Lill by inserting in section
Ist, — line, these words “unless by the written cousent of the
master or overseer of the slave,” adopted and bill passed to third
reading.

O motion of Mr. Kaufinan, the message of his Excellency
containing his objections to the bill to repeal oll laws now in
force, authorizing the President to form Colonization contracts,
and to forteit such as have already been made, when the con-
ditions of the same have not been strictly complied with, was
titken up, bill read, aud 7

The ayes and noes upon its passage over the veto, stood
thus:

Ayes—Messrs. Greer, Hnmel. Kanfman, Lawrence, Parker
of Nacogdoches, Rugeley, Shuw. Swith, aud Webb—9.

Noes—Messts. Gries, Parker of Fort Beud and Pat-
tillo—3. ~
" Bp the bill passed.
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On motion of Mr. Smith, the Senate adjourned until 10
o'clock, to-morrow moruing,

Fripay, January 26th, 1844,
10 o’clock, a. m.

'The Senate met persuant to adjonrnment—the roll being
called, the following Senators auswered to their names——
Messrs. Greer, Grimes, Hunter, Kaulwan, Farker of LIort
Beud, Parlier of Nucogdoches, Pattiilo, Rugeley, Shaw and
Smith—a quorum present.

Prayer by the Chaplain.

The journals of tie preceding day were read and adopted.

Mr. Shaw, Chairma n of the select Committee, to whom was

creferred a bill reguluting Flectious, veport the same with anend-
ments, to wit : Sec. 4, lme 3. stnl\e out #4” and t.sert «3,” s0
as to read 3 o'clock. In Sec. 6, Iiue 4, after the word Hreturn,”
sert “signed by the managers,” In line 6. strile cut *‘on
oath” and insert “or sowe other safe couveyatice,” also, an ad-
ditional section, as——

- Sec. 12, “Be it further enacted, that returning cfficers
shall be entitled to three cents per nile in geing to or jeiunitg
from the County seats, to make returns of Elections, to be pad
out of the County Treasury, upon the certificate ol the Chief
Justice.”  Also,

A Bill to repeal in part and amend an act regulativg the cu.
ties of Probate Courts, &e., report the following amendme s ;
In section 1st, in line 3, strike out the words “mmtecmh and
insert “ﬂnnet'u,” s0 as to read 40 Sectien.

Mr. Parker of Nacogdoches, Chairman of Commntce on
Claims axd Accnnutsl to whom was referred the joint resolution
for the relicf of Geo. W. Smyth, also, Jeremiah T'innen, report-
ed the same without amendment, and recommended their pas-
sage. '

Mr Pattillo, one of the Cowmmittee on Claims and Accounts,
to which Foulxnnllee was referred a bLill for the relicf of Me I\m-
ney & Williams, (and the vouchcrs accompanying) repoit a
substitute therefor, and recommend its passage.

The Judiciary Committee, NMr. Webb, Chairman, to whom
was referred a joint resolution for the relief of G. W. Terrel,
report the same and recommend its passage.
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Mr. Smith, Chairman et the Committee on Public Lands, to
whoim was referred, a bill to be ec:titled : “An act to amend the
several acts, granting donatious of land to ewigrants,” report the
sam? back for the action of the Senate, Also

A joint resolution for the reliel of Mary Johnson. Also,

A joint resolution for the reliet of Cuptain Robert Oliver, and
reeommend the passage of the same.

Mr, Greer, Chairman of the Connuittee on Finance, to whom
was referred a joint resolution, moving the Custom House of
the District of Calhonn, and, an act allowing District Attornies
ten per centum of all mounies collected by them on Govermneut
liahilities, report the same aud recommend the passage of the
same.  Also,

An act for the more prompt collection of Direct Taxes, re-
ported a sabstitute for the saine, and recommend its passage.

Mr. Kanfinwn, one of the Commitiee on the Judiciary, tor
whici was referred an act to prescribe the mode of settling the
claims of creditors of the estates of deceased persons in certain

“cases, reportad the same back for the action of the Senate.--—
Als)y,

Au act, to alter and amend the various acts; relating to the
duties of Chief Justices and prescribing the manner 1 which:
Cor uissions shall issue, report the same back with the follow-
m r wma:‘.dment viz.

e it flll‘[’l,”l' enarted, that hereafter it shall not be lawful
for lh(,(,zhlet Justice and associate Justices, to hold any of the
regular sessions of County Courts, nor shall any associate Judge
of the County Court, hereafter, have any connection with
the Probate Courts, in the tranaiction of Probate basiness, and
the Commissioners Courts shall only meet twice i a year, o
wit: on the first Mondays of Jaunary and July,” andreeom-
nmend its passage.

AMr. Ruzeley, Chairman of the Committee on the: State of the
Republic, to wnom was referred, an act to establish a standard
of weights and measures, report the same back for the aetion
of the Senate. ‘

Mr. Hunter, one of the sslect Committee, to whom was refer-
red a bill to he entitled : “An act to autherize Sylvanus Dun-
ham, to establish a Ferry across the Matagorda Bay,’ reported
the same, with the following amendment, to wit : In 2nd Sec. .
strike out the word “exclusive” and recommend &he passuoe‘
of the same. .

Mr. Parker of Nacogdoches, ‘Chairman on Committee: 0t
Claims and Accounts, to whom: was- referred the claim-of Ml
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sha Clapp and others, reported a joint resolution for the relief of
the satue, and reeommend its passage.
On motion of Mr. Kauafman, the Senate proceeded to the

ORDERS OF THE DAY.,

A joint resolution tor the relief of Geo. W. Terrell.

Read 2ud time, and passed to a third reading.

On mation of Mr. Greer, o b il for the more prompt collection
of Direct Taxes, wastal:en up, read 2 2ud tinie, anud sulstitote
reported by the Committee adopted, the sanie was read sectienn
by section.

M. Kaufman, moved to add to 1st Sce. these woerds: “or be
subject to removal by the President o comyplaint of the "L'rea-
surv Depariment.”

Motion carried.

2nd, 3rd, 4th, 5th and Cth sections were adopted.

Mr. Kaufmen, moved to fill the blank in 7th section with
these words : #15 Decerncher”  Carried.  8th See. adoy ted.

Mr. Grimes, offered the following substitute for the Gth Sec.

“«Beit further inacted, that i auy person shall fal to cive
in a list of his dircet taxes, on or beore the firet day of Sejtem-
ber in eacn year, he shall pay in additicn to the smount of his
direct taxes, the sum of twenty five per cent . to be collieted and
accounted for in the smine manner as is hercin provided for the
collection of the direct taxes ; and if any person shall refuse to
give in histaxable property, he shall foifeit and pay the snm of

dollars, to be recovered iu the District Court of the
Connty wherein heresides.  And, it shall Le the duty of the
Assessor, to give inforiLation to the District Attortey. whese
duty it shall be, to prosecute the delqufcnt, and he shall Le en-
titled to receive ten per ceut. on the amounts by him col-
lected.” -

Mr. Parker of Port Bend, moved to lay the bill on the talle.

Lost.

Mr. Greer, moved to strike out “ten per cent.” in the amend-
meut by Mr. Grimes, and insert «20 per cent.” Carried.

Mr. Greer, also moved to fill the blank with «3¢0.” Carricd.

Mr. Kaufman, moved to insert after the word “given” in said
substitute, the words “under oath,” also, after the word “projer-
ty” the words “after being called on by the Assessor.”

Carried. . X

Mr. Kaufman, moved to add the following to Mr. Grime’s sub.
stituts, “‘provided, that in giving in Lands for assessment, eve.
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ry tract shall be designated by the name of the original gran-
tee, and shall also specify the County where said Jand is sit-
1ldtbd ?

T'1e ayes and noes being called for on Mr. Kaufinan’s provi-
so, stood thus, to wit.

Ayea—-\lu\rq Greer, Grimes, Hunter, Kanfman, Pattillo,
and Shaw—0.

Noes—DMessrs, Lawrence, Parker of Fort Bend, Parker of
Nacogdoches, Rugeley, and Webb—5,

S the proviso was adopted.

Mr. Greer, moved to fill the blank in 10th section, 3d line,
with ¢ liiO']U "o Carried.

Mr. Ruveley, moved toinsert in same section, 3d line, aftér
the word ¢dollars” these words “orin a smuller amonnt at-
the discretion of the Secretary of the 'reasury.”  Carried.

Mr. Greer, moved to fill the blank in 10 sccetion, 7th line, with
the word 5.7  Carried. .

Mr. Greer, also moved to fill blank in same section, 8th line
with “two anda half”  Carried, and '

O mation of Mr. Kuniuan, th: se words were stricken from |
the 10th Sec. to wit: *on the first amount of 5,000 dollars, ‘and,
two and a half per cent. on the remaining sam.” Also,
strike out these words, which oceur again in the same secti n,
to wit : “on the first amount of 5,000 dollars and the suwm of
per ceut. on the remainder.” Carried.

Mr. Greer, moved to fill the blank in same section, 9th line,
with the word 8" Lnsf.

Mr. Grivpes «7.”  Lost.

Mr. H-iter, moved to reconsider the vote which refused to
fill the blank with ' #segen.” Carried, .

S the blauk was filted with ©7.7

Mr. Kaafman, moved to fill the blank in 11th sectlon, 2nd
line, withh ¢1st December.,”  Carried.

M. Parker of N: woudoches, moved to fill the blank in same
Sce. dth hine, with «ist March,” also, to strike out in 5th line
s.me section, the words “each and every” and insert the words
“the snhsequent.”  Carried. The 12th and 13th sections were
read and adopted.

Mr. [Kantisan, moved to insert in 14th s. ctmn 4th line after
the word “residence” the words “in this Repuhllc.” Carried.

Mr. Greer, moved the suspension of the rule, that the bill
might be placed upon its 3d reading. Lost, and the bill was
ordered to be engrossed.

On motion of Mr. Greer,a.bﬂl authorizing the: Shenﬂ’ of
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Rusk County to collect the State and County Taxes, for the
year 1842, was taken up, and the report of the Committee of
Conference was adopted.

On motion of Mr. Smith, the Senate adjourned until-3

o'clock, p. M.

THREE O'CLOCK, P. M.

Senate met—yoll called—no quorum-—the Sergeant-at-aries
was despatched after absent members—returned and a quorum
present, .

Mr. Parker of ] \’ncnrrdncheQ (by leave of the Scnate) Chair-
man of the Committee on Claims and Accounts, to whici: was
relerred a joint resolution for the relief of I\mmre men  reported
the same back to the Senalte, aud recommrend its I.ass'uje.

A joint resolution removing the Custom House of the District

of Culhonn.

Read 2nd time, and passed to third reading. :

A ]omt resolutmn for the relief of Sdlllllbl LLemons, hxs heirs
or assigus. :

Read 3d time, and passed.’

A Bull for the relief of Maria Jesusa Garcia.

Read 3d time and passed.

A joint resolution for the relief of midshipman A. J. Bryant.

Read third tine, and passed.

A Bill to prohibit slaves fromn carrying fire arms.

Read 3d time, and passcd.

A Bill to provide for fixing the County seat of Justice of the
County of Washington.

Read 3d time and passed.

A Bill to authorize Sylvanus Dunham, to establish a Ferry

across the Matagorda Bay.

Read 2nd tine, amendment adopted, and bill passed to 3d
reading.

A Bill allowing District Attorneys ten per cent on «ll monies
collected by them on Government liabilities.

Read 2nd time, and passed to 3d reading.

A Bill to preseribe the mode of settling the claims of creditors
of Estates, of deceased persons in certxnn;aqes

Read 2nd time, and passed to 3d reading.

A Bill to alter and amend the various acts relating to the du-
ties of Chief Justices, and prescribing the manner in which
Commissions shall issue.

X
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Read 2nd tlme, amendmeqt adopted, and bill passed to 3d
reading.

A Bull reaul'mng Elections.

‘Read 20d time, amendinents adopted, and bill passed to its 3d
reading.

A'Bill to amend the several acts granting donations of land to
emigrants.

he.nd 2d time, and ordered to he engrossed.

A joint resolutxon for the relief of Jereminh Tinnen,

Read 2ud-time, and passed to 3d reading.

A joint regolution for the relief of George W. Smyth

Read 2ud time, and ordered to be engrossed.

A Bill to establish a standard of weights and measures.

Read 2nd time, and’

Ou metion of Mr Grimes, laid on the table.

A joint resolution for the relief of Captain Robert Oliver.

Read 2nd time, and passed to its 3d reading.

A joint resolution for the relief of Mary Johnson.’

Read 2nd time, and passed to 3d reading.

On motion of Mr. Smith, a bill requiring the Auditor to andit
the accouuts of the heirs of Erastas Smith, was taken up.

Read first time, rule suspended, read 2nd time, and referred
to the Committee on Claims ard Accounts.

- A message was received from the House of Representatlves,
that the House had passed the following bills, to wit:

A Bill for the reliet of A. C. Davidson. - _
Read 1st time, :
On motiou of Mr. Kaufman, the rule was suspended, blll read
2nd time and referred to Committee on Post Offices .and Roads.
' A Bill (from the Senate) making an appropriation ‘to pay :in
part the officers of the Navy. AlbO, .
That the House have concurred in the ameudmems of the
Senate, to the followiuy bills, to wit: L
A Bill to be entnled “An et 1o regulute the 'fees of County
Clen ks 1n certain cases. AN
A Bl supplememnry to an act concemmg rents.
A Bill toncorporate Hermann's University. -
Also, that they have passed the followiag bills :
A joint resolution for the relief of A, B. Shelby.
A Bill for the relief 8f Rose Maheony and Mary Healey. e
A joint resolution for the relief of ;quh A. Cooke. , . :
» A joint resolution for the rehef of Thomas Wm.- W m ¢
~ A Bill to protect the property of Texian pnsonera

’



179

A Bill to repeal an act to incorporate the Caney Navigition
Company.

A Bill authorizing the appointments of additional No:.ries
Public.

A joint resolution for the relief of certain digabled seamen and
landsmen.

A Bill to provide the mode of taking interrogatories when
witnesses reside beyoud the limits of the Republic.

A Bill to define the boundary line between the Counties of
Washington and Austin.  Also,

That the House had agreed 10 the report of the Committee of
cenference, upon the bill'to authorize the Sheriff of‘RusL Co u-
ty, to collect the State and Couuty tux, for the year 1842, .. d
for other purposes. Also,

That they have passed a biil ({rom the Senate) to repea' sl
laws which authorize the sectionizing aud selling the L.uds for-
ierly owned by the Cherokee lndmns, with  the following
amendments, to wit :

Sec.2. Be it further enacted, that all legal and valid orders
of Survey certificates, script or bonnty warrants legally aud cor-
rectly obtained, and smvcved or Jocated in the above recited
territory, and all titles and colonists rights legally and properly
surveyed and located under the C nlomzanou laws of Mcxico, in
said territory be, and the same are hereby declared as v(md, as
if located or situated in any other portion of tlie pullic do-
main—and any such claims are hereby placed upen thie same
basis and grounds as claims of* a similar character, located or
situated in other portions of the couutry, any law or act for the
sale, survey or hypothecation of any of the said lands or any
indian treaty or treaties which might be construed to affect the
right or tie of said lands to the coutmry notwithstanding

Sec 3. Beit further enacted, that all the lands vacart in
said territory be, and the same are hLereby declared subject to
entry and location, and the setilers residing therein, be entitled
to all the immunities and priviieges of entry and location al-
lowed to citizeuns residing 1n other portions of the public do-
main. And provided, that in no instance shall it be lawful for
any non-resident to locate upon the land occupied and setiled
bonafide by any resident citizen in the aforesaid district of
country.

Sec. 4. Be it further enacted. that an act entitled : “An act
granting a donation of land to actual settlers on or near the mil-
itary road, on the Western Fronticr, approved January 21, 1841~
be, and the same is hereby repealed, and that-all legal locations
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and surveys heretofore madé north of said road are hereby vali;
dated

And, because of the absence of several members of the
Senate—on motion of Mr. Parker of Nacogdoches, the bill was
1ai4d on the table. - Also,

An act tochange the times of holding the District Courts
in the fifth, sixth and seventh Judicial Dlstncts, with the fol-
lowing ame.ul nents, to wit:

Strike out the word “sixth” in the caption. Strike out all
in the caption after the words “Judicial Districts” in second line.
In the 4th line of the st section, strike out the word *second”
and insert «nest®  In 6th line, after the word ‘tweek” insert «in
the County of Jasper on the second Mondays in March and Sep-
tember, and may continu? their sessions one week.”  Strike out
3 section.  In st soction, 17th liue, strike out all after “ses-
sions” aud msert “one \veek 7 Strike out “two weeks” for Bow-
ie Cotnnty and insert “one week.”  Add to fourth section—-

«Andt at imuoediately after the passage of this act, 1t shall be
the daty of the S-cretary of State, to have the same published
in the National Vi dicator, a newspaper in the town of Wash-
ington, for three successive weeks.”

Wiiich were concurred in by the Senate

A joint resolution for the relicf of A B Shelby.

Read first time, rule suspended, read 2nd time and referred to
Comunittee on Clahwus and Accounts,

A joint resolution for the reliel of the Sheriff of Houston
County. ’

R.ad second time, and ordered to be engrossed.

0. motion of Mr. Parker of l\acocdoches rule suspended,
read a third time and passed.

A Bill to repeal in part and amend an act regulating the du-
ties of Probate € uris, and the settlement of successious. |

Read 2nd time, 'mmnd ments of Committee adopted.™

Mr. Kaufinan, offered the following amendnienf, to wits

At the end of 2nd Section, add these words “for which ser-
vices, the siud Surveyor, shall receive the same pay as now al-
lowed by Iqw, whicli was adopted, and bill passed to 3d reud-
ing. :
A Bill toauthorize the holding of the District Court in two

laces in Red River County.  Read second time. '

Mr. Webh, moved a suspension of the® rule. Carrie‘d, bill
read o third time and passed.

A Biil for the relief of McKinney & Wi llmms

Read 2d tume.



181

On motion of Mr. Parker of Fort Bend, the Senate adjousned
until 10 o’clock, to-morrow morning.

—_—t

SaTUurRDAY, Jan. 27th, 1844,
10 o'clock a. ni.

Senate met—the roll of members being called. the following
geutlemen answered to therr nanes, to wit: fessrs. Greor,
Grimes, Hanter, Kaufiman, Lawrence, Parker of Fort Bund,
Parker of Nacogdoches, Pattillo, hugelcy, Shaw,; Suuth aud
Webb-—-quoruw present. .

Prayer by the Chaplain.

The journal of tiie preceeding day was read aud adopted.

Mr. Grimes, [rom the dMijitary Commitice, to which was re-
ferred, abxllto incorporate the Fauniu /\mllu\, in the Cnty of
Houston, reported the same back to the Scuate, with the fol-
lowine amendment, towit ;. In See. 2, strikc out all after “Regi-
ment” in 6th lioe.

Mr. Parker of Nacogdoches, from the Committec on Llngross-
ed and Eurolled Bills, reported that the Comuittee had exam-
ined the folloeving bills, to wit :

A Bill for the morc promipt collection of the Direct Taxes.

A Bull to amend the several acts, granting donations of iand
to enngrants, and

A joiut resolution for the relief of George W. Smyth, and
find the saime correctly engrossed.  Also,

An act making an appropriation to pay in part the officers of
the Navy.

An act to change in part the time of holding the District
Courts, in the fifth and seveuth Judicial DlSlHC(b, and find the
same correctly enrolled, the same having Leen signed by the
Speaker of the House of Representnuves and the Presxdc it of
the Senate, was this day presented "to his Excellency, for his
approval. .,

Mr. Webb, from the Committee on Naval Affairs, to which
was referred the memorial of E. W. Moore, reported a joint re-
solution for his relief, which was— .

Read a first time.

Mr. Parker of Nacogdoches, Chairman of the Committee on
Claims and Accounts, to which was referred a joint resolution
for the relief of A. B. Shelby, reported the same back to the
Senate, with the following amendment, for its acticn, to wit:
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Ins.rt alter the word “District” in Sec, 1st, “and that the Audi-
tor issue nis warrants in such sums, as ihe said Shelby may re-
¢itire, not under $100, for the amount of said appropriation, and
that the same be receivable for Direct Taxes due the Republic,
wrlthat thisact take effect from and after its passage.”

Oa motion of Mr. Kaufman, a bill for the more prompt col-
lection of the Direct Taxes, was taken up.

Rzad a third time, and

Tie ayes and noes, upon the final passage of the bill stood
as follows :

. Ayes--Messrs. Greer, Grimes, Kaufman, Lawrence, Par-
ker of Fort Band, Parker of l\acogdoches Pattillo, Ruveley,
Shaw and bmth-«lO

Noes---3essrs Hunter, and Webb—-2

So the bill passed.

On motion of Ir. Webb, a joint resolution for the relief . of
L. 3 Hargous, of the City of Vera Cruz, was taken up.

Read a 34 time, and

The ayes and noes upon the final passage, of the bill bemg
called, stood thus:

Ayes—Messrs. Hunter, Lawrence, Rugeley Smith and
Webb—5. ‘. .

Noge---Messrs. Greer, Grimes, Kaufman, Pagker of Fort
Bend, Parker of Nacogdoches, Pattlllo, and Shaw—7.

So the bill was rejected. ‘

Mr. Shaw, moved a reconsideration.

Mr. Greer, moved that the motion lay on the table. Carried.

On motion of Mr. Parker of Nacogdoches, a bill to repeal. all
laws which authorize the szctionizing and selling the lands’ for-
merly occupied by the Cherokee Indians, was taken up, and .

On further motion of Mr. Parker of Nacogdoches, the amegd
ments of the House concurred 1n,

On motion of Mr. Parker of Fort Bend, the Senate ptoq&eded..

to the _ .

ORDERS OF THE DAY.'_ -

A joint resolution for the relief of Anthony B. Shelby.
Read 2nd time, amendments of Committee adopted.
On motion of Mr. Kaufman, the word “half” in 1st sectlon,
was striken out, and the words «in ﬁLﬂ" inserted.
The ayes and noes beirg called on the passage of the bill tq,\
_its third reading, stood as follows:, '
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Ayes—Messrs. Grimes, Hunter, Kaufman, Lawrence, Tar-
ker of Fort Bend, Parker of Ndcnrdocl'm, and Webb--8.

Noes—-Messrs. Greer, Pattillo, Shaw and Smith—4.

A bill to incorporme the Faunin Artillery in the City of
Houston.

Reud second time, amendnients of committee rejected.

Mr. Ilumer, moved to strike out in last clause, the words «ju-
ry seryices”’.- Carried.

Mr. Kaufman, offered the following, to come in at the end of
Section 6. “Promded that nothing “herein contained shall Le
so construed as to authorize banking privileges, and any faiture
1o comply with the provisions of this act shall work a forfeiture
of this charter.”

Which was adopted.

Mr Grimes, moved to strike out this Section : “Sec. 7. That
the Government is hereby required to supply the said corps
with two brass 6 pounder field pieces, with casscons and appa-
ratus complete, with complete sets of harness for four horses for
each piece of ordnance, with ordnance stores and muvitiens of
War, also, with small and side arms and knapsacks. The cap-
tain of the company, shall be responsible for the small and side
arms and knapsacks, and the company in its corporate capecity,
for the ord:iatce and ordnance stores and munitions of War.”

Motion lost, and

On motion of Mr. Kaufman, these words were stricken {rom
the said section, to wit: “with complete sets of harness for 4
horses for each piece of ordnance,” and bill passed to its thnd
reading.

On motion of Mr. Rugeley, a bill for the relief of McKmney
& Williams, was taken up.

Read 2nd tumne. _

Mr. Lawrence, moved to insert in first section after the word
~authorized” the words ¢and required ”

Which motion was carried, and bill ordered to Le engrossed.

Mr Lawreuce, then moved a suspension of the rule.

Carried, and bill read a third time and passed.

A joiut resolution for the relief of George W. Smyth.

Read 3d time and passed.

A Bill to amend the several acts granting donations of land to
emlgrants

Read a third time and passed.

A Bill to define the boundary line between the county of
Washington and the county of Austin.

Read st time.
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A mnt resolution removing the Custom House of the Dis-
trict of Caihoun

itead a 3d time and passed.

A Bull to repeal in part an aet regulatiug the dutiesof Pro-
bate Coutts, in the settlement of* successious.

Read third time and passed. T

. A joiut resolution for relief of George W, Tcrrel

Read third time and passed

~ A joint resolution for the relief of Mary Johnson.

Read third time -and passed.

A Bill regulating Elections.

ut‘dd a third time and passed.

‘I'he ayes wnd noes, stood thus upon the final passage: .
‘ Ayes—MPS\rq Greex Grimes, Parker of Nacogdoches. Pat-
tillo, Rugeley, Shaw, and Smith—7.

Noes—Messrs, Hunter, Kanfman, Parker of Fort Bend—3.

A Jomt resolution for the relief of Jeremiah Tiunen.

Read a'third time and passed.

A Bill to alter and amend the various acts in relation to the
duties of Chief Justices, and prescribing, the manner in which
Commissions shall issue. , -

Read third time, and , ‘

On motion of Mr. Hunter, laid oun the table.

A joiut resolution for the relief of Captain Robert Oliver.

Read third time and passed.

A Bill to authorize Sylvanus Danham, to estabhsh a Ferry

across Matagorda Bay.

Read third time and passed.

A joiut resolution for the relief of Elisha Clapp, and mhets

Read 2d time.

On motion of IMr. Humer that portion of the bill which
makes the claims receivable for direct taxes, was strikdn’ out
and the bill was ordered to be engrossed.

A joint resolutien for the relief of 'Thomas W, Ward:

Read first time,

On motion of Mr. Smith, rule suspendbd réad 2nd tme, and
referred to select (‘ommmee

Messrs. Parker of Fort Bend, Kautman and Smith wemdp-
pointed said Committee.

A message was received.from the House, that the Hoase had-
passed the following bills, to witz * . . i et

A Bill te provide the. manner of taking m'en‘ogawrieﬁ Where
witnesses reside heyond the limits bf this republie.:

Read first time.
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A joint resolution for the relief of certain disabled seamen
and landsmen,

Read first time.

A Bill to repeal the Matagorda Caney Navigation Cormpany.

Read first time, rule sucpended on motion of Mr. Rugeley,
read 2nd time, and referred to a select Committee.

Messrs. Iiuoeley, Hanter and Webb, were appointed said
Committee.

A joint resolution for the relief of Henry M. Smyth.

Read first time,

On motion of Mr. Lawrence, rule suspended, bill read second
time and referred to the Committee on Claims and Acconnts,

A Bill to protect the property of Texian prisoners of War.

Read 1st time.

A Bill for the relief of John Trussel.-

Read 1st time.

A Bill authorizing the appointment of additional Notaries
Public. Read 1st time. ,

A joint resolution for the relief of Sarah A. Cooke,

Read 1st time, rule suspended, read a’second time, and referred
to the Committee on Claims and Accounts.

A Bill for the relief of Rose Mahoney and Mary Healey.

Read 1st tine, rule suspenced, read second time, and refer-
red to the Committee on Claims and Accounts.

A Bill to repeal the 9th Sec. of an act entitled an act sup-
plementary to an act entitled : “An act 1o raise a Tevenue by
impost duties, approved Feb. 5, 1840.”

Read Ist tlme _

A Bill for the relief of Bryan, Austin & Co. Read Ist time.

On wotion of Mr. Parker of Nacovdoohes, the Senate adjourn

ed unul Jd'clock, p. M.-
THREE 0’CLOCK, P. M.

Senate met—roll called—a quorum present. .

Mr. Pattillo, from the Committee on Engrossed and Enroll-
ed bills, reported that the Committee had examined a bill for
the relief of McKinney & Williams, and find the same correct-
ly engrossed.

A Jomt resolution for the rehef of Minute-men.

Read 2nd time, and passed to 3d reading.

A Bill to repeal an act regulating sales by judgement or decree
ofa Probate Court or Court of Chancery

Read 2nd time, and bill rejected on its passage to a third
reading.
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M. Parker of Nacogdoches, from the Committee on.Enrolled
bills, reported that the Committee had examined a bill to repeal
all laws anthorizing the sectionizing and selling the lands for.
merly occupied by the Cherokee Indians, and find the same
correctly enrolled, the same having been signed by the Speaker
of the House and President of the Senate, was this day approv-
ed by his Excellency.

Mr. Parker of Fort Bend, Chairman of the select"Committee,
to which was referred a joint resolution for the relief of Thonms
Wm. Ward, by leave of the Senate, reported the same with the
following amendmeut to wit :

Sec. 2. “Be it further enacted, that the sum of one hundred
and twenty five dollars, is hereby appropriatéd to discharge the
claim aforesaid.”

Bill read 2nd time, amendment adopted, and rule suspended,
bill read a third time and passed.

Mr. Parker of Fort Bend, Chairman of the Committee on
Post Offices and Roads, to which was referred the joint resolu-
tion for the relief of A. C. Davidson, reported the same with
ameundments, to wit : After the word “dollars” in 6th line of Is
Sec. insert “for carrying the mail”—after the word “required”
in 9th line, insert :‘to receive said Aunditor’s certificate’in pay-
ment of any direct taxes that may be due and payable in said
County” In 1st section, strike out all after the said word
“required” in said 9th line to the word “this” in 12th line.

Read 2ud time.

Mr. Parker of Nacogdoches, offered the following amend-
ment-:

Sec. 2. “Be it further resolved, that the Auditor shall au-
dit the claim of John E. Knight, for $162 91 cents, for carrying
the mail on route No. 25, for the year 1842, which claim shall
be receivable for the direct tax for Houston Cmm!y Also, the
claim of Richard G. Hall, for $125, for carrying the mail on
route No. 3, in the year 1842, which shall be receivable for di-
rect taxes for Nacogdoches County ?

Sic. 3. “Be it fur(hcr resolved, that 'this joint resoluuon‘
take effoct from and after its passage.”

Which amendments were adopted, and bill p-\s<ed to third
* reading, and on motion of Mr. Kaufmau, the rule was suspend-
ed, ball read a third time and passed,

On motion of Mr. Kanfiman, a bx.ll to open and establish a
National Road, was taken up.. .

. Read 2nd time, amendments of Com;mtbee ndopbed

Mr. Greer, moved to amend ‘first séction, so as 'to thi’c the
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road comimence at the mouth of Mill Creek in Bowie County,

Motion lost. ‘ ’

The ayes and noes npon the passage of the bill to its third

“reading, being called, stood thus:

Ayes—Messrs. Kanfman, Lawrence, Parker of Fort Bend,
Rugeley, Smith and Webb—6.

Noes—Messrs. Greer, Hunter, Parker of Nacogdoches, Pa!-
tillo and Shaw—a5.

So the bill passed to a third reading.

A message was received from his Excellency, containing his
objections to a bill requiring the Auditor to audit ce:tain ac-
counts therein mentioned, as follows, to wit : T

Execurive DeparrtmenT, }
Washington, January 27th, 1844. z

To the Honorable, the Senate :

The Executive is constrained, from motives of safety and
public policy, to return the bill “requiring the Auditor_to audit
certain accounts therein nrentioned,” without his approval.

As stated in the bill, these claims are for services in transport.
ing the mailin the year 1841 ; butupon inquiry at the Burean
of the General Post Office, it appears, that no such claims have
ever been examined or certified by the proper officer. The FEx-
ecutive therefore conceives it to be a bad precedent, to approve
these appropriations, unless based upon the data vsually de-.
manded of other contractors. Indeed, a different course would
render the Government liable to be defrauded ont of large sums
of money, and to pay the same claim more than once. How is
it possible to ascertain with certainty, except by reference to the
records of the proper office, that a portion of this claim atleast,
has not already been paid ? Even a transcript from the books
at Austin would not be satisfactory, for who can tell that those
books exhibit all the proper charges against the contractors?
They may not have been fully posted up. There are doubtless
numerous other contractors in precisely the same situation, and
were this bill to pass, they wonld with equal justice call upon
the Congress and the country for stmilar relief, and if their calls
should nmat be met, they would have just reason to complain of
partiality. The provision for the payment of these cleims in
drafts on Sheriffs, does not make the burthen lighter upon the
country. ‘We need every assistance in supporting the curren-
cy, and if these drafis should not be issued the taxes which they
would pay' would be paid in Exchequer bills. ' :
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Itisa matter of serious regret to the Executive, that the finan—
ces of the Nation require that the payment of this, as. well as
many other claims, should be postponed, until the means of the

nation will enable it to liquidate them. *

Claimants for advances to the amount of millions are impor-:
tunate for remuucration.  The country is unable to meet any
of them. Unless our appropriations are curtailed and our re-
sotrces hnsbanded, our mouney now daily depreciating from the.
fact of such large appropriations by the present Cougress, will

presently become worthless.
SAM HOUSTON

Which was read and laid on the table one day.

Mr. Lawrence, by leave, introduced a bill to protect and en-
conrage the Commerce of the Republic of Texas.

Read a 1st time, rule suspended, read 2nd time and referred to
the Committee on Naval Affairs.

Mr. Smith, by leave of the Senate, withdrew the evidence in
relation to the claim of Donat Radaz.

Oa motion of Mr. Hunter, a bill for the relief of Edward
Dwyer, was taken up. Read 3d time, and .

The ayes and noesaipon its final passage, stood thus :

Ayes—DMessrs. Huuter, Kaufman, Rugeley, Smith and
Webb—35.

Noes—Messrs. Greer, Lawrence, Parker of Fort Bend
Parket of Nucogdoches, Pattillo and Shaw—6.

So the bill was rejected.

A message was received from the House of Representatives,.
that the House had passed the following bills, to wit :

A joint resolution ({rom the Senate,) proposing amendments
to the Constitution, aud providing for the estabfishment of a
separate Supreme Court.  Also

A joint resolution (irom the Senate) for the relief of League.
Andrews & Co. Also,

A joint resolution for the relief of Cruger & Moore, over
the Veto of his Excellency. ,

Which: was read and laid on the table one day.

A Bill to provide the mode of settling the claims of creditors
of Bstates of deceased persons in certain cases, Read 3d time..

On motion of Mr. Kanimun, the following amendment was
made 10 the first Sec. to wit: Strike out the words “or by ad-:
vertisenent in the manner the Court may prescribe,” and in--
sert “or by publication in some newspaper nearest the place of
the openiug ot the succession, for three weeks successively.”

Which amendment was adopted and bill passed.
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A Bill allowing District Attorneys 10 per cent. on all monies,
collected by thetn upon Government liabilities.

Read third time, and

On motion of Mr. Kaufman, the bill was so amended as to
allow 10 per ceut. on all mounies where the aniountis §5,06C0
and under aud over {ive thousand. 5 per cent.

"The question being upon the fnal passage of the bill, was
carried.

On motion of Mr. Greer the Senate adjourned until 10
o'clock, Monday moruing.

\

Monpavy, January 29th, 1844,
10 o’clock a. m. i

Senate met—the roll of meinbers being called, the following
gentlemen answered to their names, to wit :

Messrs. Gteer, Hunter, Kaufinan, Lawrence, Parker of
Fort Bend, Parler of Nacc gdoches, Paitillo, Rugeley Shaw,
' Smith, and chb-—quornm present. :

Prayer by the Chaplain,

The journal of the preceding day was read and adopted. -

On motionw ot Mr. Parker of Fort Bend, the vote taken on
Saturday, which rejected a joint resolution for the relief of Ed-
ward Dwyer, was reconsidered.

Mr. Pattillo, Chairman of the Committee on Engrossed and
Enrolled bills, reported that the Committee had examined a bii}
for the relief of Elisha Clapp and others, and find the same cor-
rectly engrossed.

Mr. Purker of Nacogdoches, Chairman of the Committce on
Claims and Accounts, to which was referved the joint resolution
for the relief of the heirs of Erastus Smith. Also

The joint resolution for the relief of Antonio Menchaca, re-
' ported the same back to the Senate for its action.

Mr. Rugeley, Chairman of the select Commrt(ee, to which
was referred a bill to-repeal the Matagorda Caney Navigation’
Company, reported the same back to the Senate,. and recom-
mend that it lay on the table until the first Monday in Decem-
ber next.

The ayes and noes being called on the adoptlon of the re-
port, stood thus:

Ayes—Messrs. Hunter, Lawrence, Pattillo, Rugeley Shaw,-
$mith and Webb—7.
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Noes—Messrs.'Greer, Kaufman, Parker of Fort Bend Par-
of Nacogdoches.—4.

So the report was adopted.

On motion of Mr. Kaufman, a bill to prescribe the duties of
Chief Jmnces, and prescribing the manner in which Commis-
sions shall issue, was taken up.

Mr. Kaufman, moved to insert in 9th Section, 10th line after
the word “clections” the words “to the Secretary of State, who
shall furnish a statement of the result thereof,” which. was ad-
opted, and bill read a third time and passed.

Qu motion of Mr. Hunter, the Senate then proceeded to the

ORDERS OF THE DAY.

Mr. Webb, moved to take upa bill to provide for the Nation-
al defence, by organizing the Militia,

Motion lost.

A Bill to incorporate the Fannin Artillery in the City of
Houston.

Read 3d time and passed.

A joint resolution for the relief of A. B. Shelby.

Read a third time, and

The ayes and noes upon the final passage of the bill, stood
thus:

Ayes—Messts. Hunter, Kaufman, Lawrence, Parker of Fort
Bend, Rugeley, Smith and Webb—T7.

Noes-—‘\lessrs Greer, Parker of hacoodoches, Paltmo and
Shaw—4.

So the bill passed.

A joint resolution for the relief of Minute-men.

Read third time and passed.

A Bill to define the boundary line between the ’Cm,mttes of
Washington and Austin.

Read second tine.

On motion of Mr. Parker of Fort Bend, rule snspended, bill
rcad 3d time and passed.

A joint resolation for the relief of B. ‘W. Moore.

Read 2ud time, and

Ou motion of Mr. Parker of Nagocdoches, made the 8pecml
order of the day for tr-morrow 11, o’clock.

‘A Bill for the velief of Bryan, Austin & Co.

Read second time, and - :

On motion of Mr. Kanfman, téferred to’ the

Fmance

.
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A Bill for the relief of John Trussel. Read second time,
and, ’ ‘

On motion of Mr. Shaw, referred to the Committee on Pub-
lic Lands.

A Bill to protect the property of Texian prisoners,

Read second time, and passed to 3d reading.

A jaint resolution for the reliel of certain disabled scamen and
landsmen.

Read second time, and

On motion of Mr. Rugeley, referred to the Committee on
Naval Affairs.

A joint resolation for the relief of Edward Dwyer.

Reud third time, and passed.

A Bill to provide the mode of taking interrogatories, where
witnesses reside beyond the limits of the Republic.

Read 2nd time, aud

On motion of Mr. Kaufman, referred to the Committee on the
Judiciary. )

A Bill for the relief of Antonio Menchaca.

Read 2nd time, and passed to a third reading.

A joint resolution for the relief of Elisha Clapp and others.

Read a third time and passed.

A Bill requiriug the Auditor to audit the accounts of the heirs
of Erastus Smith.

Read 2nd time, and passed to a third reading.

A Bill authorizing the appointment of additional Notaties
Public.

Read a second time and passed to 3d reading.!

A message was received from the House of Representatives,
informing the Senate, that the House had passed the following
bills.

A Bill for the relief of persons who have furnished supplies
for the public service.

Read first time.

®7A Bill (from the Senate) for the protection of the South Wes-
tern Frontier, with the following ainendments, to wit:

Ist Sec. After the word “found” in the second line from the
bottom of the section, strike out all that follows, and insert “to
be citizeus of this Republic and not in arms against the Gov-
ernment at the_time of their arrest, but guilty of any treasona-
ble offeuce, said commander shall deliver such person or persons
to the civil authorities. Those who are not citizens, and are
guilty of any evi] practices and designs against this Governinent,
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shall be subjected to any penalty said Court Martial may deem
proper to inflict.”

2nd S-c. Strike out the word “conjointly” and insert “con-
cuarrently.”

Strike out «Justice” and insert “Justices.”

Strike out “Bexar” and insert “Any.”

3] S:e. Strike ont “the said” and insert “some.”

5th S-c. second line from the end, strike out “treasonable’
and insert “evil.”,

Which were all concurred in, save the last dne.

A Bill to open and establish a National Road.

Read athird time.

Mr. Kanfman, offered the folowing amendments, to wit: to
come 1 after the words “January 1845.” N

Ske. 15. “Be it further enacted, 'I'hat no patents sha!l is-
sue for any lauds granted nuder the provisions of this act, until
all the work shall be completed, as provided in this act, and a
certificate of the fact certified to by a mujority of the Comunis-
sioners and deposited in the General Land Office, shall be suffi-
cient evidence of the work having been completed.”

Sec. 16. “Be it further enacted, 'That the foregoing section
shall not be so construed, as to preveut those who may be en-
gaged in the opening or supermtendmo the surveying, marking
and opening said road, from having the lands to which they.
would be entitled to locnted provided, said work shall be com-
pleted.”

Which were adopted, and

The ayes and noes being called on the fina pasSage of the -
l’nll stood thus :

- Ayes—Messrs. Hunter, Kaufman, Lawrence, Parker of Na-

oodoohee Rugeley, Smith, andWebb—7. .
l\oes—-Me%srs Greer, Pattillo, and Shaw—3.

So the bill passed.

A Bill to repeal the 9th section of an act entitled an act sup-
plementary to an act entitled: “An act to raise a revenue by
unpost duties, approved Feb, 5th, 1840.”

Read 20d time, and

On moation ot Mr. Shaw, referred to the Committee on Fi-
nance.

01 mntion of Mr. Parker of Fort Bend the Senate adjourn-
ed until 3 o’clock, p. M
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THREE O'CLOCK P. M.

Senate met—Mr. Greer, President pro tem in the Chair--roll
called—quorum present.

A message was received from the House of Represcntatives,
that the House had passed the following bills, to wit:

A Bill to alter the time of holding the District Courts in the
County of Colorado.

Read first time. .

On motion of Mr. Webb, rule suspended, read second time
and passed to its third reading, rule further suspendcd, bill read
3d time and passed. '

A Bill requiring the Auditor to audit certain claimns therein
named. Read Ist time.

Also, the following bills which the House have passed over
the Véto of his E‘{cdlencv the President, to wit :

A Bill for the relief of William Gi. (Jool\e late acting Quarter
Master General. And

A Bill for the relief of J. C. Neill.

A Bill {from the Senate) for the benefit of settlers in good
faith, and to amend an act to provide the mode of trying titles
to lands, with the following amendments, to wit: Add to 4th
section “Provided, that the defendant to entitle him to the Bene-
fit of this section, shall shew that he has paid the taxes due on
the land claimed by said defendant during his oceupancy of the
same.” Which amendments were concurred in by the Senate.

A Bill for the relief of William G. Cooke, late acting Quarter
Master General, was read. The message of his Excellency,
containing his objecuons thereto, was also read ; and the ques-
tion bemo' upon the passage of the bill over the Veto of the Pre-
sident, and )

The ayes and noes being called, wete as follaws :

Ayes—Messrs. Hunter, Kaufmnn Lawrence, Pattillo, Ruge-
ley, Smith and Webb---7.

Noes—Messrs. Greer, Grimes, Parker of Fort Bend, Par-
ker of Nacogdoclies, and Shaw—5.

So the bill was lost.

‘A Bill for the relief of J. C. Neill, was read. 'The message of
his.Excellency was also rcad—and the question being upon the
passage of the bill over the Veto, and

The ayes and noes being called staod thus :

Ayes—Messrs Greer, Huntor Kanfman {.awrence, Ru-
geley, Smith and Webb-7.
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Noes—Messrs. Grimes, Parker of Fort Bend, Parker of
‘Nacogdoches, Pattillo, and Shaw—5. o
-the bill was lost. v B
The message of his Excellency, containing his objection to
the bill to fix the place for the sessions of the Supreme Court,

was taken up and read. .
Vd

Execuiti Departmen,t,; {
‘V'ASHINGTON,'J?UIUM: .20th, 1844.  y

To the Honorable the Senate :

The bill “to fix the place for the holding the sessions tf “the
Supreme Conrt,” having been preseénted to the President fo¥ his
signature, has received matnre consideration. s

Tiie Judicial branch of Government 1n every free country
is of the greatest importance to all its citizens; and in this,'the
Supreme Judicial Tribunal is the point to which they ‘Tesort for
the attainment of final justice and the protection of their rights.
It is therefore but reasonahle to suppose that every: fmcjlity
would he desired by them to enable them, wheneyer, necessary,
to give their personal attendance at its sessions, at the least. pqs-
sihie’ expense. If thisbetrue the more gentral it.is to the body of
the population, the more eligible itslocation,. In removipgit from
the cityof Austin to Washington, one of the argnmentsurgedin
favor of the measure was the increased convemence which
would therehy be afforded to suitors, on account of its more
central position. If this was a sound reason for its removal o
this point, in the removal now to Galveston, the reason would
seen to lose all its force ; {or Galveston is quite as ineconvenient
to the people of the country as Anstin was; and, indeed, would
be attended with greater expehse, from its insulat; Position, tl;iin
-any-other sitnation which could be selected, "7 .0 " |

it may be urged that the convenience to Judges ahd lawyers
would be greater in Galveston than at Washinglon, ‘beeatse
they would there have access to libraries ,\vﬁichf,&i,;g',%'qt, at thig
time, to he found here. But in the opinion of {fie Executive,
this should not be regarded as a solid-vigyment, Tt is the bu-
siness of prafessional gentlemien to prepure and attend to the
business of their clients; and if the Sapreme Court shpu‘ld“ré-
main here permanently, or at any other cotivenient poiift,. the
want of libraries would soon be obviated ;. because necesgity
would furnish inducement to provide the necessary mgans, of
investigation. It certainly would be more reasonable to stips
pose that the nse of libraries was contingent upon the location
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of the Supreme Court, than that the location of the Supreme
Court should depend upon the location ot libraries. . One 1s
amatter of individual provision and accomphshment—the oth:
er is a matter of national convenience and gencral necessity.

The Government, as well as individhals, has rights to be,
adjudicated in this Supreme Tribunal, to which it is as neces-
sary as expected, that the Attorney General of the Republic,
shonld give his attention. 'He is campelled to reside at the seat
offmvernment and to attend the session's of the Court else-
whcrc in the pertorumncc of hisofficial duties, would not only
be produchve of great inconvenience but pelhapq in many cas.

- es, serious injury to the important interests involved. During
lus absence the Government wonld necessarily be deprived of
his advice, At this time the title to many scores of leagnes of val-
uable land is in dispute, to be decided by the Supreme Court.
In theinvestigation of these canses, to which the Governmentis a
party, reference must be madeto the records of the Gencral Land
Office, and perhaps to those of other Departments of the Gov-
ernment. 'The removal of the Court, theretore, would in this
respect, greatly embarrass the course ofJ\lstlce and probably the
rights of parties.

“Another objection to the approval of the bill, arises from the
fact that, in a country like ours, not yet having nsmmed a fixed
and compact character, it is important to give an air of unity to
the national institntions, by associating them mtnnutcl ; togeth-
erin point of locality. No'danger can ever spring out of  this
association, so long as the functions of each cnmd nate braueh
are maintained in separate action according to the provisions of
the Constitution. But by placing the seat of action of cach of
these branches, remote fro'u each other, instead of establishing
in the mind of the citiz*lis oue conmon centre as the dr'pns}'o-
ry of their nghts and interests, 1t weakens the force and intin-
ence of them all upon the public mind.  Itis to be deplored s
one of the greatest isfortunes to the country, that with the aid
of the Coustitution and Laws, there is but too IRtle diznosition
manifested to render that respect and allegiance ta the Govern.
ment so necessary to the waintenance of ordel amd the promo-
tion of the general prosperity.  The less remote the separation
in locality of the differeut departments of goveinment, the grea-
ter will be their combined moral influence upon the communi-
ty and the conduct of cvery citizen—the tewer distracticus
will occur, and at the same time, convenience in '1d1mmst9rmo
the pablic "affairs will be increased.

Whatever might be the temporary convenicnce of a removal
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of the Supreme  Court to Galveston, it would be- more thaIf

countervailed by the bad influence which might hereafter be
exerted on the country and its legislation. In matters of legis-

lation, as well as in the administration of the laws, it is wise to

have recourse but seldom to temporary expedients. In the

management of all important affairs, a system should be pur-

sued by which the greatest good may résult and the least pos-

sible injury. Itis to be deplored that diversified and sectional

interest should already have had such a malign inflience upon

our harmony as well as our national character. 1In the ad-

vancement of the general interest, union and harmony are all -
important, and whatever is calculated to promote them would

seem to be the true policy to be adopted and pursued.

If this bill were to pass into a law, it would create a new and
powerf{ul sectional interest at Galveston ; and if at any fature
day it should be deemed expedient that the Supreme Court
should be again removed, and an atteinpt made to do so, Gal-
veston would have its adherents as a location, however mani-
fest and important the general interest involved in- its removal.
During the agitation thus created, other measures affecting the
general welfare, would be lost sight of in the- legislature, and
combinations formed for the exchange of influence, having re-
ference to this sectional measure, ' '

Believing, as the Executive does, upon a full consideration
of all the circumstances connected with the passage of the bill,- -
that it would subserve the interests of the few, and that the many
would be seriously prejudiced, and that it would give just cause
for complaint, the Executive is constrained to withhold his ap--

proval. _ s
' SAM HOUSTON..

And the ayes and noes being called on the final passage of the’
bill over the #@to of his Excellency, stood thus . )

Ayes—Messrs. Hunter, Lawreoce, Rugeley, Smith' and’
Webb—5,. . 4 '

- Noes—Messrs. Greer, Grimes, Kaufman, Parker of Fort Bend, -
Parker of Nacogdoches, Pattillo, and Shaw—7. T
So the bill was lost. - o '

The message of his Excellency, to the bill requiring the Au-
ditor to audit certain accounts therein named, was taken up- -
and read. ' ‘ B
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. Exrcvrive DepakTmenT, |
Washington, January 27th, 1844. - §

T'o the Honorable, the Senate :

The Executive is constrained, from motives of safety and
pablic policy, to return the bill “requiring the Anaitor to audit
certain accounts therein mentioned,” without his approval.

As stated in the bill, these claims are for serviees in transport-
ing the mail in the vear 1841 ; butupou inquiry at the Eurcau
of the General Post Oflice, it appears, that vo such claimss have
ever beerr examined or certified by the proper oflicer. The Ex-
ecutive therefore conceives it to he a bad precedent, to approve
these appropriations, unless based upon the data wvsually de-
manded of other contractors. Indeed, a different course would
render the Government liable to be defrauded ont of large sums
of money, and to pay the same claimi more than once. How is
it possible to ascertain with certainty, except by reference to the
records of the proper office, that a portion of this claim at least,-
has not already been paid ? FKven a transcript from the books
at Austin would not be satisfactory, for who can tell that those
books exhibit all the proper charges against the contractors?
They may not have been fully posted up. There are doubtless'
numerous other contractors in precisely the sarse situation, and
- were this bill to pass, they would with equal justice call upon:
the Congress and the country for similar relief, and if their calls
should not be met, they would have just reason to complain of
partiality. The provision for the payment of these claims in' .
drafts on Sheriffs,does not make the burthen lighter upon the-
_country. We need every assistauce in supportiug the carren-

cy, and if these drafts should not be issued the taxes which they
woutld pay would be paid in Exchequer bills.
" Itis a matter of serious regret to the Executive, that the finan--
ces of the Nation require that the payment of this,-as well as
many other claims, stiould be postponed, until the means of the
titibn wil enable it to liquidate them. ,

Claimants for advances to the amount of millions are impor--
" tunate for remuneration. The country is unable to meet any
of them. Unless our appropriations are curtailed and our re-
. ources husbanded, our money now daily depreciating from the

fact of such large appropriations by the present Congress, will-

_presently become worthless. ' :
R ' SAM HOUSTON-
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The question being upon the passage of the bill over the
veto, and the ayes and noes being called, stood thus:

‘qrc — Messrs. Huater, Kaufman, L.awronce Parker of Fort
Boud, Rueeley, Shaw, hnmh and \Vubh—S

Noos—Meassrs, Greer, Grimes, Parker of Nacogdoches, and
Pattillo—a,

30 the bill passed,

M. m.mmm, mmoved to reéonsider a vote which passed &«
bt for the refiet of AL C. Davidson!

Motion lost, -

Mr. Parker of Fort Bend, by leave, introduced a bill to repeat
an act for the permanent Iod.mou of the Seat of Government.

Read furst mm

AMr. Kaufman, {rom the Committee on Conference, on the
part of the Senate, upon a bill to define and fix the practice of
Probate Courts in certaiu ¢ises, reported that the Committee
had examined the same and reecommend the adoption of the
amendments with the following, to wit : In Sec. 2nd, 9th line
strike out the words “or widow of the deceased.” In Sec. 4, af:
ter word «title” in seventh line, insert “in favor of the heirs of
said estate or wards, as the case may be.” :

Which report was adopted by the Senate.

On motion of Mr. Grimes, the Senate went inte ‘secret
session.” ' ‘

The doors being opened—

On motion of Mr. Hunter, the ‘Senate adjpurned until 10 _

o’clock, to-morrow.

.

Teuspay, January ‘30sthy, 1844, - ¢ .
10 o’clock A M. ,u( g
Senate met—the roll of members bemg called; t.he fnllowmo-
entlemen answered to their names, to: wit: . Messrs.: Greer,
%‘rnm% Hunfer, Kaufman, Parker of Fort Bend, Parker of
Nacovdoches, Pattlllo, Shaw, ,Rugeley, Smith and Webb---
guorum present.
Prayel by the Chaplain.
The journal of the preceding day was read and adopted, -
 Mr. Pattillo, Chairman of the Committee’ on Engrossed, and
Enrolled bills, reported that the Commiitlee lmd e\mmlnqd the

following b,llls, to wit :
" A Bill for the benefit of settlers in good falth and to amend

i
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#n aot to provide the mede of!rvmg titles to lands, dppwvcd
¥eéh. 5th, 1840. - ¢

Ajnms resolytion for the relief of Lieague, Andrews & Co.

A’ joint resolsition providing for an amendment of ti.e Con-
stitution and the establishment of a separate Supierre Cour,
and find the same correctly enrolled, the ssne havidg bect
signed by the Speaker of the House und President ol the Senate,
was this day presented to his Excellency, for his approvai.

Mr. Smith, Chairman of the Connnittee o1 Public Lands,
a bill for the relief of John Saunders, reported the same tuck .
wnhoutamendmem and recommend its passage. Also

"A Bill to antherize the boards of land Commissioners, to is-
sue certificates to those entitled in ary County where the_eyi-
dence may be preduced, and recommend that ‘the same Le. leid
on the table. :

' "The question being ecalled, on the adoption of ti:e repeit, tha
sume was rejegted.

“Mu. Parker of : Nacogdoches, Chairman of the Comniittee on
Claims and Acconntk, to which was referred a bill for the relief
of Rose Mahoney and Mary Halev, reported a substitute thete-
for, entitled 1 “A joint resolntion (m the 1elicf of Rose Mo hm ¢ y
‘atid Mary Haley, which was adopted.”

. Mr. Hunter, Chairman of the select Commilter, to \\huh
‘s referred a bill to exempt the citizens of San Patricio from
taxation, reperted the same with the following amendments, to
wit': In ]et See. 8th and 9th line, strikerout the words “and on
+ their muveable properly in any other County,” apd insert
“where the qmn,my of land dees ot e'\ceed one league and
- otf# Yahor

Mr Phattillo, by leave of the Senate, prevonted docaments- in
reélation to the contested election of Messrs. Hunter and Power,
and, ’

. On moticn of Mr. Webh, the same were xeferred to the Conre
tiftteéd on Privileges and Blections: :

Mr. Greer, Chairmin of the Conimiftee on Fm-mco to; “‘h!ch
‘Was' reﬁ-’rted a bill for the reliefof Brywn, “Anstin & Co., re-

orted the saine, with the folldwing, towit : (In Sec. 2, Tth line
ke om the word “awfal* heforésthe ‘word: “interest” and in-
sert.“five per cent.” In 3d Section, strike out all after the words
“direct taxes” in lhe th Ime to the word “aud" m lhe Imh
line—and re¢ 18 hossage -

On ‘motion of Mr Smith, a bill for the -relief of the hems of
m bebms, Cedded; Was aken up and placéd nmong the

rs of the do

3 “’HTN]
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Mr. Pattillo, inoved a reconsideration of the vote takén ox
yesterd:y, which adopted the report of the select .Committee,
which recommended that g bill to repeal the Caney Navigation
Company, be laid on the table until the first Monday in Decem-
ber next.  Motion carried.

"~ e ayes and nocs, beiyg as follows

" Ayes—Messrs. Gu,er Grimes, Kauim'm Parker of FortBend
Parier of N: mwdnches Pattillo, and Shaw—1. :

Noes - -Messrs, Humx,r Rogeley, Smith and Webb—-4.

Mr. Webb, moved to lay the bill on the table, and

Tae ayes aud noes being called, staod as follows .

Ayes——Messrs. Greer, Gnmes Hunter, Parker of Nacogdo-
«<hes, Pattillo, Rugeley, Shaw and Webb-—8

Noe°-~-Mes~tre Kaufinan, Parker of Fort Bend, and Smith
—3. And so the motiou carried

Mr. Parker of Nacegdoches, by’leave, iltroduced a bill donat-
ing 640 aeres of land to actual settlers on the lands formerly
knowu as the Cherokee lands—also, appropriating threeleagucs
of said Cherokee lands, to the County of Rusk, for school pur-
poses, aud for other purposes.

Read first time,

On motion of Mr. Parker of Nacogdoches, the ru]e was sus-
ppended, bill read 2ud time.

Ou motion of Mr. Pattillo, “640 acres” were smken out, aud _
4320 acres” were inserted, and bill ordered to be encrrossed

Mr Parker of '\chdoches mosed a further squen\lon of
the rule, which motion was carricd, erd Lill read a third
dime and passed.'

Mr. Kaufman, by leave, introduced a bill requiring mdlwdu-
als giving 1n lands for taxation, to specify the names of the ori-
;£10al grantees, or claimants, and to designate the Coumy where
.said land is situated.

» Read first time. '

On motion of Mr. Kanfman, the rule was suspended, bill read
a second time, and ordered to be engrossed.

A message was received from the House of Representauves,
that the House had passed the following- bills, to wit. : ..

A Bill authorizing the transcription of the County Records of
Milam County,

Bead first time.

A joint resolution for the wehefof Josmh G. Beaty.

Read first time, and . :

On motioh of Mr Webb, the mle was suspended, bkﬂ read [}

. second time and referred o the Committee on Finange,, .

.
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A Bill for the relief of George W. Smyth, Administrator; &e.

Read first time, and

On motion of Mr. Pattillo, the rule was suspended, bill read
-a second time, and referred to a select Comuuittee.

" Messrs. Pattillo, Shaw, and Parker of Nacogdoches, were ap-
ypeinted said Committee

A Bill (from the Senate) to provide the mode of serving yro-
cess or notice in certain cases, with the following amendments :
at the end of Sec. 2nd, insert— -

“Anud further provided, That in cases now on the docket
where publication has already been made in accordance with
the practice heretofore adopted by the Courts, judgment may be
taken final at the first term of the Conrt, without publication as
above required in suits hereafter to be commenced.”

Which amendment was concutrred in by the Senate.

Also, that the House have concarred in the amendments of
the Senate, to the following bills, to wit : :

A joint resolution for the relief of midshipman A. J. Bryaut.

A Bill to change a mail route, therein named.

A Bill to prescribe the mede of settling the claims of deceased
persons in certain cases,

A Bill allowing District Attorneys,ten per cent. upon all mo-
nies collected by them on Government liabilities.

A Bill to aut orize Sylvanus Dunham, to establish a Ferry
-acress the Matagorda Bay.

A Bill for the protection of the South Western Frontier.

X Bill to alter and amend the various acts relating to the du-
ties of Chief Justices, and preseribing the manver in which
Commissions shall issue.

A Bill to incorporate the Fannin Artillery in the City o
Houston. '
A Bill to open and establish a National Road. '

A Bill to repeal in part and to amend an act regulating the
duties of Probate Courts in the settlement of successions, und
have also adopted the report of the Committee of Conference, on
@ bill to alter in part and fix the duties on imposts.

Mr. Greer, Chairman of the Committee of conference, on the
part of the Seuate, upon a bill to alterin part and fix the duties
-on imposts, reported the following :

After the word “enacted” in third Sec. insert «That there
shall be levied and collected, a duty of twelve per cent advalc-
rem on the importations of the following articles, to wit : Coffee,
brown Sugar, Salt, Iron, Steel, Bagging and Bale Rope, and
#hat on:the importation of all other articles and description of

%



goods, wares and merchandize, other than those enumerated
aud provided for in this aet, there shall be levied and collected,
a duty of seveuteen per cent. ad valorem. Mso, this uddmo: al
seciing, o wit,

“ Be it further enacted, That the first proviso in secnon 27
ol au act alteriug the several acts to raise u revenue by nnpost
d.tics, approved Feb. 5, 1840, so furas the swme upplies.to the
Uuited Stutes be,and the sameis hereby repeuled.” Ailso,that the
S:uate recede from their fourth amendusent, and recowsmend
that the two Houses agree thereto. .

Wiiich report was adopted,

Ou moion of Mr. Parker of Fort Bend a bill to repeal an act
for the permauneut location of the Seat of Govemmem, was (a-
ken up, : L :

Read a 2d time,

Mr. Shaw, offered the io}lowmg subsmurp Ior tha second sec-
tion, to wit : '

“Be it further enacted. 'I‘hat for the pubhc as well as the
private convenience of the O‘eneml mass of the present popula-
tion of the Repnblic, the Seat of Government is hereby esthb-
lished at the ‘Town of Washington until étherwise retoved by a
vote of the Peaple or by stbsi bquient Lé*ﬁﬁl?ﬂwé enncrnigm aud
that the President is hereby anthorized abd required to 'use il
necessary meaus to canse the Archives, Records, and all other
Public Docutnents, belonging to all of the Depar!mems of Gov-
ernment, to he removed from the city ‘of Austin, on the Colora-
do river, to the aforesaid town of” Washington. »

“Be it further enacted, That the sum of — dollars be, gnd
the same is hereby appropriated to carry qut the pmvxsng}ns of
the precedmu' Sectio: 1, aud that this act take effect lrom ,us page
sage.”

o Mr. Rucroley moved the referenee af. !he blll, tog\ethel" vmh
the suhstitute. to the Comuittee- ou the Stutle ofﬂtmﬁé@ubhc.

Motion lost.

Mr Grecr, moved to strike om; thrse wnrdaum sulsmme, xo
wit : the 'I‘owu of Washingion™ :and insertitsuch point on:the
Brasos river, as the Pxesxdent umy dsem; -e;pedwm R

Motion cumed ECRTRTTIN JLTI SRS R I

. 'The ayes and noes being ns follows.s 1::: 1. '

" Aves -Messrs. Greer, Grmms; Kanfman, Parker. ‘of Fot‘t
Band Parker ofl\ncogdoches, Pattaito.aud Shaw—-7¢ . e
Nocs —Messrs. Hunter, Rugeley, 8mith aud Wsebbn-m: §10

Nr.. Webb maved t0 amend.the substitute: by insarig-after
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the word “at” the words “some other place, than the town of
Washington.”

Motion lost.

Mr. Greer, moved to strike out “Town of Washington,” in
the last line of Szc. 2nd, and insert “puint or place.”

Carried, and

On further motion of Mr. Greer, the blank in the last section
of substitute with $2000.

Mr. Webb, offered the following:

“Provided, 'That if in the use of said means, it should become
necessary {0 order out'a military force, the President shall co.q
m nd said force in person.” °

Which was rejected.

The ayes and noes standing as follows :

Ayes—Messrs. Hauter, Rugelev, Sinith and Webb—4,

Noes—Messrs, Greer, Grimes, Kantman, Parker of Fort Bend
Purker of Nacogdoches, Pattillo und Shaw—7,

A call of the House was made—cail withdrawn.

Mr. Parker of Nacogdoches, moved to strike out “Brasos”
in said substitute and insert “Trinity.” Lost.

The question was now upon'the adoption of the substitute as
ametided.

Which was carried.

The question was now on the engrossment of'the bill, and

The ayes and noes, were as follows :

Ayes—Messrs. Greer, Grimes, Kaufman, Parker of Fort
Bend, Parker of Nacogdoches, Pattillo and Shaw—7,

Noes— Messrs. H: ter, Rnwley Smith and Webh—4.

On mtion of Mr. Parker of Fo,t Bend, the Senate adjourned
until 3 o’clock, p. M.

THREE 0'CLOCK, P. M.,

Senate met—the President pro tem AMr. Greer, in the Chair-
«roll called—quortim present.

My’ Kauf.nan, moved to reconsider a vote which- passed cn
yesterday, ever the Veto of his Fxcellency, a bill requiring the
Auditor to audit certain accounts therein ur-med, and farther
moved, that the motion lay on the table, which was curried.

A Bill lor the relief of .Autonio Menchaca.

Read a third time, and

Ou motion of Mr. Rageley, made the special order of the day
for to-morrow.

" Mr. Parker of Nacogdoches, from the Committee on Enrolled
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and Fogrossed bills, reported that the Committee ad examin.-
ed a bl donating 320 acres of land to actual setflers on the
lands, fprmerly known as the Cherokee lunds, &c., and find the
sawe correctly engrossed.

Mr. Kaufinan, from the Judiciary Committee, by leave of the
Seuate, reporled a bill to provide for pumshmg public ¥erry-
men, who refuse or neglect to eross Mail Carriers gratis, and
also, Post Masters who neglect to report to the State Depart-
meut, every failure of the mail on their respective routes ; and
recommend its passage. :

Mr. Kaufwan, by leave, introduced a bill to authorize the
Chief Justice of Red River County, to take possession of the
papers and records of Miller County Court,

Reud tst time.

Mr Kaufinan, moved to suspend the rule--earried, and bill
read 2ud tiwe, and ordered to be engrossed.

Ou mntion of Mr. Kaufian, the rule was further suspended,
bill read a thivd time und passed.

A Bill requiring the Audutor to audxt the accouats of the heirs:
of Frastus Swmith.

Read 3d time,

The ayes and noes, upon its final passage, stood thus :

Ayus---Messrs., Humer, Kaufman, Parker of Fort Bend, Ra-
geley, Smith and Webb—6.

Noes---Messrs, Greer, Gumes, Parker of Nacogdoches, Pat-
tillo and Shaw---5:

So the bill passed.

On motion of Mr. Kanfman, thls vote was reconsidered, and

On wotion of Mr. Webb, the bill was referred to the Com-
mittee ot: the Jndiciary. '

A joint resolutton for the relief of Thomas William Ward«
wag lale2n up, and the Senate, on motion, receded from their
amendments thereto-

A Bill for the relief of Bryan, Austin & Co.

Read 20d time, the first amendment of the €ommittee adopt-
ed and the 2ud- was rejected, and -

O motion of Mr. Kaufman, the bill was made the special or
der of the day, for to-morrow.

O: motion of Mr Grimes, the vote which refused te pass a-
billfor the relief of J. C. Neill, on yesterday, overthe Veto of the
President, was recomndered and on further motion of Mr.
Grimes, the bill was laid on the table.

Mr Parker of Fort. Bend, moved to reconsider a vote taken
on yesterday, which reiused to pass over:the Velo of his Ekodél-
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fency, a joint resolution for the telief of William G. Cooke, late
acting Quarter Master General, and

© On motion of Mr. Kaufman, the motion was laid on the

fable.

A joint resolation for the relief of the heirs of Joha Hibbins*
deceased.

Read a third time and passed.

A Bill for the relief of Rose Mahoney and Mary Haley.

Read second time, and passed to a 3d reading.

- A Bill to prescribe the mode of punishing pubhc Fenymeu
who neglect or refuse to cross Mail Carriers gratis, &c.

Rzad a 2nd time.

On motion of Mr. Kaufman, the bill was so amended as to
fix the punishment against delmquem Post Masters, by fine of
fifty and one bundred dollars, 1ustead of $100 aud %200, as
named in said bill.  Bill ordered to be engrossed.

Mr: Kaufman, moved to suspend the rule, and

The ayes and noes, were as follows

Ayes—Messrs. Greer, Grimes, Kaufman, Parker of Nacog=-
doches, Rugeley, Shaw, Smith and Webb-—8,

Noes—-Messrs. Hunter, Parker of Fort Bend, and Pattillo---3..

So therule was sucpendel bill read a third time and passed.

A message was received {rom the House, that the House had
passed « bil) (over the Veto of 'the President) to repeal all Jaws
now in force, authorizing the President to form Colonization
Contracts, und to forfeit such as have alread ysbeen made v here
the conditions of the same have mot bzen smclly complied
with. Also

A Bill fromn the Senate, making appropriations for the sup-
port ot the Government, for the year 1844, with amendments,
which was taken up by the Senate—the ainendments were read.
when,

Mr. Webb moved to make the said bill the special order of
the day for to-morrow.

Which motion was lost, whereupon a call of the House was
made. Also,

That the House had disagreed to the amendments of the
Senate, to a bill to prohibit slaves from carrying fire arms,
which was taken up, and the Senate iusists upon its first and
second amendments to the said bill, whereupon a Committee of
Conference, consisting of Messrs. Kaufman Pattilo and Parker
of Nacogdoches, was appointed to confer with a like Commit-
tee on the. part of the House, upon the said amendments, :

The -calt of the House: wpon thie bill- making .appropriations -
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To: the support of the Goverument, for the year 1844, having
been withdrawn, the bill was,

Ou motion of Mr. Webb, laid on the table.

Ou motion of Mr. Pdml'o the Seuate adjourned untll 10
) Llod\, to-10rrow.

WeDNEsDAY, Jan. 31st, 1844, )
. : - 10 o'clock a. M : ¥

The S mate met--the roll of members being called, the fols
lowing geatlemen answered to their names, to wit: Messrs.
Greer, Grimss, Huauter, Kaufinan; ;. La.wrence, Parker of Na-
cozd: aches, Pat tillo, R:lgeley, Shaw, Swmith and Webb-—-
quoruwm present. -

The journal of the preceeding day was read and adopted.

M. Pattillo, Caairman of the Committee on Engrossed and'
Earolled bills, reported that the Committee had examined the
following bxlls to wit:

A Bill'to anthorizs the Chief Justice of Red River County, to
take possession of the papers and records of Miller County Court.

A Bill requising individuals giving in lands for taxation, to
specify the naimes of the orlomul grdntees or claimauts, and to
designate the County in which sad land issituated.

A Bill to repeal an Act for the permanent location of the
Scat of Governmead, and find the same correctly engrossed.

Also, an Act to prescribe the mode of serving proeess or no-
tice in certain cases.

An Act fir the protection of the South Western Fron-

tier; and find the sane correctly eurolled, the same having.
bzen. signéd by the Speaker of the House and the President o
the Senate, was this day presented to hlS Excellency, for hlS ap.
proval.
Mr. Rugeley, Chairman of the Commlttee on Naval Aﬁ'zurs, to
which was referred a joint resolution for the relief of certain
disabled seamen and landsmen ; reported that the same be laid
on the table, which report was adopted '

Mr. Parker of Nacogdoches, Chairman of. the Commnt“e on -
Claims and Accounts, to which was referred a joint resojution
for the relief of Henry M. Smyth ;.reported the same, bacl.
to the S2nate, with the following amendmelm, 10 wits Addl—
tional Secuon, o R

“Be it further resolved, Tha.t any County Coust, may ,hy
and levy a tax upon the citizens of such County,eqnnl $0..she
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State tax, in lieu of the present County tax—any thing in any
law to the contrary, notwithstanding.

Mr. Greer, Chairman of the Connuittee on Finance, to which
was referred abill for the relief of Josiah G Beaty and otliers;

reported the same, w ith the following amendments 1 in 4th line
ater the word ‘*ten mscxt‘Txumny ? 1n bth line after the
word “#Beaty” strike out ‘-’z'u'xr,-rlmr: and insert <n fuill” In
same line, alter the word *“Treasu y” insert “warrants ”

Mr Webb, from the Judiciary Comimitiee, to which was re-
ferred a bill requiring the A: wditor to andit me accounts of t.',
h:irs of Erastus Sunth, deceased; 1epolted the rawse back for
the action of the S('nate

Mr. Kaufman, from the Judiciary Comumittee, to whieh was
referred, a bill to provide the mode of takuwmtenogatm ies
where witnesses reside beyond the limits of the Repulilic ; re-
ported the same bhack, with the following amendments, to wit :
in Sec. 1, after the word “party” in ath line, insert “or Attor-
ney.” In See. , strikke out the words “or sooner 1t notice is
namegd.” A(*d ‘

S-.c. 7. “Be it further enacted: That the translnnom of all
such original Spanish documents, as may be in the General
Land Othce whieh have been mide hy toe translator of that
office ander the hand and seal of the Comniissioner or Chief
Clerk of the General Land Office, shall be conupetent evidence
in the trial of all suits where copies of the orwmals would be
evidence.”

Amend the caption, by acdding the follow ing words “and for
other purposes.”

Mr. Pattitlo, Chairman of the eelect Committee, to which was
referred n hill for the relief of George W Swnyth, Administrator
&ec.; reported the same with the following amendu.ents. Add
to 3d Sec. “any law to the contrary, notwnhslandmu

Mr. Smith, by leave, presented a communication, which was
referred to the Comittee on Privileges and Llectious.

On motion of Mr. Greer, tfie Senate proceeded to the

ORDERS OF THE DAY.

A Bill making appropriations for the snpport of the Govern.
meut, for the year 1844, was taken up, and on motion, the Sen-
ate refuse to concur in the amendments of the House to said
bill, whereupon a Committee of Conference, consisting of
M :ssts. Lawrence, Kanfman and Webb, was appmmed to con-
fer with a hike Committee on the part of the House, upon - said .
amendments, and .
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On motion of Mr. kaulman, Mr. Greer, was gdded to. said
‘Committee. : o -

A Bull for the relief of Antonio Menchaca.

Read 3d tine and passed.

A joint resolutioun for the relief of Bryan, Austin & Co.

Read 2ud time, and passed to 3d reading.

A message was received from the House, that the House had
passed the following bills, to wit :

A joint resolutien anthorizing the Presideut to commission
the Major General of Militia.
® Read st time.

Oa wmintion of § Mr. Shaw,, the rule was suspended, bill
red a second time and referred to the Military Commiittee.

A joint resoluation for the relief of Thomas D. Yokuwr’'s Ad-
miunistrator, :

Read a first time,

A Bill supplementary to an act amending the several acts in-
-corporating the City of Houston.

Read lIst time. -

Ou motion of Mr. Lawrence, the rule was. suspended, bill
read asecond tie, and referred to tlie Committee on the Judi-
-clary.

A joint resolution for the relief of E. W. Moore.

Read Ist time. Also, ' v ,

That the House have concurred in the amendments to the
bill for the reliefof A. C. Davidson.” Also,

That the Honse have adopted the report of the Committee of
Contferetice, to a bill to define and fix the practice of Probate
‘Courts im certamn cases.

That the House have concuyrred in part only, to the amend-
meuts of the Senate, 10 a bill regnlating Elections ; whereupon,

Mr. Kaufman, moved that the Senate recede from the first
amendment in which the House refuse to coacur, which  was
carried. Also, ' v | ,

Mr. Kaufman moved that the Senate insist on_ the second
am:ndment not concurred in by the Houyse. ' /

Which motion was lost—when

Mr. Grimes, moved that the Senate insist on the third amend-
ment not concurred in by the House. .

Waich motion was carried. Whereupon, . R

Messrs. Grimes, Hunter, and Shaw, were aprointed a ‘/Co'm,-"
mittee of Confereuce, to confer with'a like Comumittée: on, the
part of the House, upon the said amendments. T
. On motion of Mr. Parker of Fort Bend, a bill to repenl pn_act
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for the permanent location of the Seat of Government, was ta-
ken up, bill read 3d time, and’
The ayes aud noes upon the final passage of the bill, stﬂod
as follows :

Ayes—Messrs. Greer, Grimes, Kaufman, Lawrence, Parker

of Fort Bend, Parker of Nacogdoches, Pattulo Shaw and
Webb—9.

Noes—Messrs. Hunter, Rugeley, and Smith—3.

On motion of Mr. Kaufman the Senate went into secret ses-
sion.

‘The doors being opened, on motion of Mr. Parker of Fort
Bend, the Senate adjourned until 3 o’clock, p. M.

THREE o'cr.ocx, P. M.

Senate met—Mr. Kaufman, being called to the Chair, the
roll was called—no guorum-—the Serue‘mt-.at arwis was des-
patched after absent members—returned and a guornm present.

A Bill for the relief of Georze W. Sinyth, Administrator, &c.

Read 20d time, and passed to its third reading.

Ou motion of Mr Puttillo, the rule wus su;peuded bill read
a third time and passed.

A Bill requiring the Auditor to audit the accounts of the
heirs of rastus Smith,
Ou motioa of Mr. Parker of Fort Bend, laid on the table.

A Bul authorizing the appointmeut’ of additional Notaries
Public.

Read a third time, and _
Ou motion of Mr. Parker of Nacogdoches, the bill was so
amended as to allow an additional Notary Public for the Northi-

ern division of Houston Connty, and bill passed.

A Bill to protect the property of Texian prisoners.

R ad athird time and passed.

A j int resolution for the relief of E. W. Moore, (introduced
in the Senate) was laid on the table.

A Bill to provide the mode of taking interrogatories w!«
witnesses reside heyond the limits of the Republie:

Read second time, and amendmeuts adopted, and

On motion of Mr. Parker of Fort Beud, the bill was iaic cn
the table. o

Mr. Rugeley, Chairman of the Committee on Naval Affairs,
to which was referred, a bill for the encouragement and pro-
tection of the Commerce of the Republic of Texas, reported the
same back to the Senate and recommend its passage.

AA
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Read second time and ordered t .De,gngrosse
* On mation of Mr. Rugeley, the fule was mnded, bL(l f'e’a'd
a thlrd time and passed. '
A B 1l to apthorize the Boards of Land. Commxssxoners o is-
3119 (:;:mﬁcates in any County where the evidence may be ‘pro-
uce
Read second time, and the question being on the engrossment
of the bill, the same was lost.  ° :
A Bill to exempt the citizens of San ancno frow Taxation.
‘Read second time, amendment adopted, and
The ayes and noes on the passage ‘of the bill to its third read-
ing, stood thus :
Ayes—Messrs. Hunter, Kaufman Lawrence, Parker of Na-
cogdoches, Rugeley and Smith—6. -
- Noes—Messrs. Grimes, Parker of Fort Bgnd Pattillo and
Shaw—4.
So the bill passed to its third reading, .
‘A Bill for the relief of Rose Mahioney and Mary Haley.
Read third time and passed.
- A Bill for she relief of John Saunders :
Read a second time, and passed to third reading.
A Bill requiring the Auditor to audit certain claims therein
named.
Rend a second tirhe, and referred to the Committee on Post
Offices and Roads. . -
A Bill for the reliefof persons ‘who. have furnished supphes
for public service.
Read second time.
Mr. Shaw, moved its reference to the Committee on Claims
and Accounts. Lost, and
Ou motion of Mr. Parker of Nacogdoches, referred to the
Committee on Finance.
A Bill to authorize the transcribing the Records of the Coumy
., of Milam, :
. Read Ist time. \
A joint resolution for the relief of Josiah G. Beaty
Read secord time, amendments adopted, and bill passed to its
third reading.
Mr. Gnmes ‘moved to reconsider a vote \Vhl(‘h ‘receded fram
.the amPndment of the Senate, to a bill thr the rellef of Thomas
Wm. Ward. , e
- ‘Motion carraed—-whereupon .
Mr. Parker.of gcquoches, moved zlmt the Senate insist ap-
on the amefidment, which was carried.

1
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A joint resolution for the relief of Henry M. Smyth,

‘Read second time, amendments of Committee rejected, and‘
bill passed to its third reading. o

A Bill to provide for the National defence by oroamzmo the
Militia, was

On mouon of Mr. Kaufman, laid on the table.

A Bill reqmrmo‘mdlvnduals giving in lands for taxation, to
specify the names of the original grantees or claimants, &c.

Read third time.

Mr. Grimes, moved to lay on table. Lost and

On motion of Mr. Parker of Fort Bend, made the special or-
der of the day for to-morrow.

On motion of Mr. Parker of Fort Bend the Senate adjourn-
ed until 10 o'clock, to-morrow.

'l‘ntmsmv, February 1st, 1844.
10 o’clock, a. u.

The'Senate met—Mr. Greer, President pro tem., in the Chalr
the roll of members being called, the following gentlemen an-
swered to their names, :

Massrs. Greer, Grimes, Hunter, Parker of Fort Bend, Parker
of Nacogdoches, Pattillo, Rugeley, Shaw, §mllh and Webb——
qunrnm present,

Prayer by the Chaplain.

The journal of the pn,cedmg day was read and adopted.

Mr. Lawrence, chairman on the part of the Senate, of the
Committee of Conference of the Two Honses, to which was re-
ferred the amendments of the Houuse of Renrewentdmec to a
bil} makma' appropriations for the snpport of the Govemment
for the year 1844, made the following report:

They reconun:nd that ten thonsand dollars be inserted in
said bill, for pay and mileage of Members of the eighth Con.
grees in lien of fifteen thousand dollars.

“They farther recommend that the House of Representatives
recede from its amendinent in relation to the contingent fund
of the Executive Departient.

~ They { further recommend that the Senate concur with the
House, in ﬁllmg the blank with $12,000, for carrying the mmls
for 1844

They f‘!"_ﬁh‘," recommegg, that the House recede from it
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smpendment respecting the' conungam.ﬁpd for the 'I'rqqsury
Department.

They further recommend, that. tbe qum nf $800 be mser(eﬂ
in the bill, in lieu of the sum of one thousand, for the contin--
gent expenses of the Departinent of War apd. Marme.

< 'They fnnher recommend, that the House recede from ‘its
amendmguts. in refereuce to the contipgent fund of the Atlot-
ney-General’s Department.

They further recommend, that the Senate concux in thc
ameudments of the House, makmg dpprouatwn for the Geueral
Land-otlice. 7

‘I'ney further recomuend, that the provnsmns of the Senat»’
b1|| and the amendments of the House, in relation fo the clerks
emploved in the various departments of the Governimeut, be so _
modified as to insert 17 clerks in lieu of 21, plovnded for in
- said bill; and that they he so arranged for the different depart-
ments, as speufu :d i the dmeudmem of the House,; with the ex-
ception that there be.allowed three clerks for the T'reasury De-
partizent, in lieu ol two, named in said amendment; and that
the sum of twelve thousand three hundred dollars be appropn—
ated forthe salaries of said clerks, ., ¢

The Comuiittee lurther rpcommend ‘that the House recede'
from. its amendment, respecting the kmdof funds,i m 'which
syid clerks are to be. p.ud

They farther recommend, that the amendments of the House,
* respecting the appropriation for printing the laws and journals

of the eighth Congress, be so amended as .to strike out of . the
section, all after the words « Eighth Congress, ” and msert &
vided the said Cruger and Moore cmuplg with such go»;dmong
as have heretofore been required, to. secure. the speedy ublica,
tion of the laws and jouruals, aud for their delxvery (G he Sec.
retary of State,” aud that said amendmem be oon;:ur;ed in by
the Senate.

'V'hey further recommend, ‘that, the Hbdse ‘recede 'fr’m% its
asendment, making aprroprmhnns for, the sala‘nes dve M. B.
La nar and David G. Buruet; and. lhqt the two, houses strike
0.t of the original bill_ the approp: muom {for James Rnley, anq

for Wurd & lngram.

iy .my further recommend, thaf, th 1wp Homes strike nﬁ

the original bill, the appropristinn, ni‘ 83,0 Up.for, gv}iqq

laws xd vmrnals of the eighih Congreéss.

T »,rth T recommeg‘d t,h(ls he amendmpent. {l} Efaﬁd
e ov.ag 36 per diera’ to the lerks,” %rgeaut-a
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Door Keepers of the two Houses of the il Congress, be
concarred in by the Senate.

Ou motiou o' Mr. Kanfiman, the same was taken up by wrti-
cles, and, in part, adopted.

The ayes and noes beuw called on the article makivg appro-
priation for Messrs. Ward and Ingram, stood thus:

Ayeq_—‘\lusn\ Greer, Grimes, Lw’re:vce Paiker of Fort
Bend, Purker of Nacogdoc'ies, P(millo Shaw a.ld flugeley,—-8.

Noes—Messrs. Hunrer Kaufmun, bmllh and Webh-.-4,

So the article was ud')I ted.

The ayes and noes being called, on the propasition of giving
$6, per diem, to the Ofﬂ(.(.le ei buth [louses of the emhth Con-
gress, stood as follows )

Messrs. Huntw Kuu('mzm‘, Lawrence, Smith and
Webb-—»5. »

Noes—Messrs. Greer, Grimes, Parker of Fort Bend, Parker
of Nucogdoches, Pattillo, Rngeley, and Shaw—7.

So the proposition was rejected.

Mr. Pattllo, Chairman of the Committee on FEungrossed and
Eurolled bills, reported that the “Cowmittee hud exatnined the
following bills, to wit: :

A Bill'to provnde for punishing pnhhc Ferrymen who refuse,
or neglect, to cross mail-carriers, gratis; and, also, post-masters
w.i0 neglect to report to the State Departmem every failure of
the maif on their’ respe-tive routes; also,

A subsiitute to a joint resolution for the relief of Rose Maho-
ney and Mary Huley; also,

A bili for the encouragement and protection of the commerce
of the Republic of Texus, and find the same correctly engrossed.

. Mr. Webb moved to re-cons.der a vote, which passed a bill to
repeal an act for the permanent location of the Seat of Govern-
Inent.

Motion lost. ‘ -

Mr. Grimes, from the Military Commitiee, to which was re-
ferred a bill, reqniring the President to commission the Major-
. Gdneral of Mlllll.l, reported a suhstitute for the same; which
was adopted—read 2nd time, and passed to 3rd re.cdmo

Mr. Lawrence, by leave, introduced a joiut resolution for the
rebie/ of Memucan Hunt. Read first time.

The Senate then proceeded to the

ORDERS OF THE DAY

PG

A bxll xeqmnng persons giving in land for taxation, toepwﬂ’y
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the names of tie original grantees, or owners, &e.

Read third time, and

‘The ayes and noes, upon the final pussnge of the bill, being

called, stood thus:

Ayes——Mescn Greer, Grites, Huntor, Kaufman, Lawrence,
Parker of N: xcorrdodws, anllo Rugeley, Shaw and Smlth——9

\oes——Messrq Parker of Fort Bend and Webb-2. '

So the bill passed.

A joint resolntion for the relief of Josiah G. Beaty.

Read third time and passed.

A joint resolution: for the relief of Henry M. Smyth,

. Read third time, and passed. ’

A biil for the relief of John Saunders.

Read 3d time and passed.

A bill to exempt the citizens of San Patricio county from
taxation.

Read 3rd time. ‘

Mr. Kaufman moved to strike out the last clause of the bill,
which was lost; and the ayes an. noes, upon the final passuge
of the bill, being called, stood thus.

Ayes- —Messrs Hunter, Rugeley, Smith and Webh—A4,

Noes—Messrs. Greer, Grimes, Kanfman, Parker of Fort
Bend, Parker of Nacogdoches, Pattillo and Shaw—7.

So the bill was lost.

A bill requiring the Auditor to audit the accounts of the heirs
of Krastus Smith,

~ Read third time, and

The ayes aud noes, on the final passage, of the bill, stood
thus :

Ayes—Messrs. Greer, Hnnter, Kanfman, Parker of Fort Bend,
Parker of Nacogdoches, Pattillo, Rugeley, Smlth and Webl,)—9

Noes—Maessrs. Grimes and Shaw,—2.

A bill for the reliet of Bryan, Austin & Co.

Read 3rd titne, and pasted.

A joint resalution for the reliet of E. W, Moore.’

Read second tiwne.

Mr. Pattillo moved its reference go the Gon,mutteg qn ghe {u,-
diciary.

Motion lost.

Mr. Grimes moved its refgrgnqg to.the, Commluae on Ncnl
Affairss  Lost; and,

. On motion of Mr, Pprker, of Fart %gnd,tz g same was yeferred
" to a select commlttee—-Messts- Parksr of Kort Bend, Lawrence

g S§mith,
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A joint resolution for the relief of Thom:s D. Yeium's ¢ (-
ministrator.

Read 2nd time, and

On motion of Mr. Pattillo, referred to a select commiltee,

Messrs. Pattillo, Lawrence and Grimes were appointed said
‘committee.

A bill authorizing the transcribing the county records of the
county of Milam..

On motion of Mr..Shaw, the bill was laid on the table.

Mr. Kaufman, from the Judiciary Committee, to which was |
referred a bill, amendd{oxv of the several acts mcorpomhng the
city of Honstnu reported the same back to thp Senate, and re-
. commend its passage. :

Read second time, and -

Ou motion of Mr. Kaufinan, the words “ all laws,” it 4th sec-
tion, were stricken ont, and bill passed to its third reading.

Ou motion of Mr. I\aufmau, the rule was smpended bill read
a third time, and passed.

. A message was received from the House of Representatives,
“that the House had passed the following bills, to wit :

A bill supplementary to the several laws regulating license
tax. '

Read firét time, and

. On motion of Mr. Smith, the rule was suspended, bill read
second time and referred to the Committee on Finance.

A bill to suppress private banking,

Read first time.

i A bill to anthorize the holding of the District Court in two _
places in Fannin county, and for other purposes.

Read first time.

. A bill to regulate praceedings in cases of forcible entry and

. detainer.

Read a first time.

A joint resolution (from the Senate) for the relief of George
W. Smyth.

A joiut resolution (from the Senate) in relation to the able
and patriotic services of Captain Luis Sanchez. '

A bill (from the Senate) amendatory of an act regulating In-
dian intercourse.

,. Also, that the House have passed, over the veto of His Ex-.
sellency, a bill for the relief of _Sarah N.*Hubert, which was
fead, in connection with the message of His Exce)lency in re-
hﬂon thereto; and the quesuon being upon the passage of the

LY
[
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C B overine vel, and tae ayes apd noes being c:tlh,d stood
thns:
Aves—3dessra. Tunter, Kaufman, Lawreuce, Parker of Ni-
e I ;; lzv, Shaw, Smith, Webb aud Greet—9. "
TR PN Gm s, Parker of Fort Bend, aud Pattillo---3.
O ..;.,‘i).: v Iars Greer, the Senate adjourned until 3 o’clock
P.M.

TAIREER OCLOCK P. M.

Sonate mct—roll called---quorum present.

Mr. Paitillo, by leave, introduced a bill for the reliefot James
Biley. ,

Read ist time.

Ou uotion of Mr. K'tufman the rnle was qmpended bill read

second time s and,

On wotion of \Ir Greer, referred to the Comm;t:ee on FI-
nance,

O motion of Mr. Parker, of Fort Bend, the otin tade on
yesterday, and laid on the t'xhle to re-cousider a vbté which
passed, over ithe veto of His iuxuehency, a hill requiring the

Auditor to audit certain accouats lhemu nd.ned wus lukcu Q
y.

and carried. -

The question now was, shall the bill‘pass ? and the ayes and
noes stoad as follows" v ' ' -

Aves - Messrs, Humer, Kanfman, Lawreuce, 'Parker of Fort
B:nd, Rugeley, Shaw, Smith aud, Webb—8.

Nocs — Messrs. Greer, _Grimes, Parker of Nadogdoches and
Pattitlo—4.
~—Se-the bill passed. i

'A message’ was recefted from His I:.sn’:elléner ‘the #red‘?ent
containiug his objections to the bill muking an .lpp.roprmtmn to
pay, in part the officers of the navy, as, follows

i
Vi

.

_ Executlve Department é '
Ws\nme'rom, J:ebruury lst 1844, © "y

To the Honorable the Senate: - .. S m-.i ).

A _Bill “making an appropriation tp pay in pa,rt the ¢
the Nav y," havigg been subfhifél 1o the Presidenr by

the sawe wuhout his approva "'wgeﬂ‘ler wnh His réasetiddhere-
for o

.
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None can feel a more lively interest for, nor a more ardent de-
sire to see compeusatton afforded to all those who have rendered
the country faithful service, than the Executive; yet he cannot
give his sanction to a measure which, he conceives, is only
calculated to deceive and embarrass those for the benefit of
whom it was intended.

The bill requires the Auditor to “audit the account of each
of the officers of the navy, pro rate, according to the amounnt
due to each,” &c.,, to be paid out of the appropriation therein
made. To comply with this, would require that the precise
amount due to each officer who has rendered service in the
navy, since its first establishment, should be ascertained, before
the amount for which any single claim should be audited.
could be known; which, as must be evident to all, could not
be done at present, as it would require an examination of the
entire records of the proper departments, to which accéss can
not, at this time, be had, to enable the proper officers of Ge-
vernment to ascertain the entire amounts paid, and other de-
ductions which may be necessary—and by a neglect of which.
the public interest might, and wonld, in the opinion of the Kx-
ecutive, materially suffer.

Could these objections to the bill be obviated, no claim conld
be audited while it retains its present requirements. . Of the
crew of the schooner San Antonto, no report has been received
at the proper department, since some time prior to the voyage
which resulted so unfortunately in her loss.

To ascertain, at present, the amount due the officers who
were on board that vessel, would be impossible. Until this
could be accomplished, no claim could be paid, should the bill
become a law.

If the revenues of the country were such as to enable the
proper department to control an issue, (in addition to other ap-
propriations) of the amount named in the bill, the Executive
would esteem it but an act of justice, that the honest seamen
(whose necessities may be considered, at least, as urgent as those
of the officers) should have afforded him, at least, some portion

. of that amount—no provision for which, however, is made it
the bill.

Could the amounts due to officers and seamen be paid, or
could they be really benefitted by the provisions of this bilk
there would be no objection to its passage. Their case is one
of great hardship, as is that of every just claimant against the

" Government. Buat when we reflect, that individuals have made
cash advances for Government, amounting to millions, and that

.BB
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we are unable to pay any portion of their debts, or even the in-
terest upon any portion of them, the reason for deferring the
payment of smaller debts not based upon better grounds, cannot
be censured. It arises solely from the inability of the Govern-
ment to pay them. 'The present administration, with a dimi-
nished revenue, and laboring under the postponement and non-
payment of the direct taxes, has been burthened with the pay-
nent of many thousand dollars, contracted and owing previous
o its commencement. Could the navy have been sold, as pro-
vided for by law, some sixty or seventy thousand dollars might
Liave been placed at the disposition of the Government, for the
payment oi the claims of both oflicers and seamen ; as it is, how-
ever, the Government is now wholly unable to do so.

The effects of this measure, should it become a law, are not
gloubtful. Officers to whom the Governmentis indebted, learn-
g that an appropriation is made for their payment, will visit
the seat of governinent, and, after days spent in fruitless at-
teiupts to obtain funds, will have to leave with all the effects
which follow disappointment, and the unprofitable expenditure

of time and means.
SAM HOUSTON.

‘Which was read, and laid on the table one day.

A message was received from the House of Representatives,
that they had appointed Messrs. Green, Kendrick, Ogden, Davis
and Maverick, a Committee of Conference upon the disagree-
ment of the two Houses, to the report of the Comnittee of Con-
ference to the amendmnieuts of the House, to a bill making appro-
priations for the support of the Government for the year 1844,
and request the appointment of a like committee on the part of
the Senate ; whereupon,

On motion of Mr. Kaufman, the Senate proceeded to elect a
Committee of Conference, of three members, to counfer with a
like comumittee on the part of .the House, respecting the disa-
greement of the two Houses, upon the report of the Committee
of Conference, upon the amendents, of the House, to a bill
making appropriations for the support of the Governmeut fcr the
year 1844 ; whereupon, Messrs. Shaw, Grimes, and Pattillo,
were elected said committee,

The message of His Excellency, containing his objections to
a joint resolution for the reliet of Messrs. Cruger & Moore, was
taken up; and, :

On motion ot Mr. Lawrence, thc same was laid on the table.

On motion of Mr, Kaufman, a biil providing the manner of
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taking interrogatories, where witnesses reside beyond the limits
of the Republic, was taken up.

Re=ad 2nd tine.

Mr. Greer moved to amend, so as to prevent the translation
ofany copy of an original document, fromn being competent evi-
dence; which was carried, and bill jassed to its 3rd reading.

On motion of Mr. Parker, of Fort Bend, Mr. Greer was added
to the Committee on Privileges and elections ; and,

On motion of Mr. Greer, Mr. Parker, of Fort Bend, was
added to the same committee.

On motion of Mr. Parker, of Fort Bend, the Senate adjourned
until 10 o’clock to-morrow morning.

Fripay, February 2nd, 1844.
10 o’clock a. m. g

Senate met—the roll of members being called, the following
gentlemen unswered to their names, to wit: Messrs. Greer,
Grimes, Hunter, KKaufman, Lawrence, Parker of Fort Bend,
Parker of Nacogdoches, Pattillo, Rugeley, Shaw, Smith and
Webb---quorum present.

Prayer by the Chaplain.

The journal of the preceding day was read and adopted. -

Mr. Greer, Chairman of'the Committee on Finance, to which
was referred, an Act supplementary to the several acts regulat-
ing License Tax, reported the same back to the Senate, and re-
commend its passage. Also, '

A joint resolution for the relief of Memucau Hunt, and
recommend its rejectien. Also,

A joint resolution for the reliel of James Reily, and recom-
mend its passage. Also,

A Bill for the relief of persons who have furnished supplies
for the public service, and recommend the same to the action of
the Senate.

Mr. Pattillo, Chairman of the Committee on Engrossed and
Enrolled bills, reported that they had examined the following
bills, to wit : ‘ :

A joint resolution in relation to the able and patriotic services
of Capt. Luis Sauchez.

A )oint resolution for the relief of George W. Smith.

An act amendatory of an act to provide for the establi-hment
and maintgpance of peace, aud to regulate friendly intercourse
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with the Indians; and find the same correctly enrolled, the
same having been signed by the Speaker of the House and Pre-
sident of the Senate, was this day presented to his Excellency,
for his approval. Also,

A substitute to a joint resolution, authorizing the President
to cotnmission a Major General of Militia, and. find the same
correctly engrossed.

Mr. Pattillo, Chairman of the Select Committee, to which was
refeired a joint resolution for the relief of Thomas D. Yo-
cun’'s Administrator ; reported the same with the following
ainendments, and recommend its passage.

Atter the words “Harris County” in 13th line, add the follow-
ing: “which shall be as valid as though the administration had
h-en opened in the said County of Harris.”

M. Grimes, Chairman of the Committee of conference on the:
pait of the Senate, to which was referred the subject matter of dif-
ference between the two Houses, upon a bill regulating Elections,
reported that they had agreed that the Senate recede from its
amendment to said bill, and that in Sec. 6, 4th line after the .
word “and” strike out all to the words “return day” inclusive,
and 1sert these words : “transmitted to the Chief Justice, by
oue of the managers or by some responsible person, under the
penalties of this act, or by mail free of postage, so that it shall
reach the Chief Justice, before the return day.”

Which report was adopted.

Ou motion of Mr. Rugeley, a bill for the relief of certain dis-
abled seamen and landsmen was taken up.

lead a second time.

Mr. Rugeley, moved to strike out all names in first section
ch(,pl: the names of Dick Stretchout and Thomas Adkins.

t‘arried, bill passed to third reading, and

On motion of Mr. Rugeley, therule was suspended, bill read
third time and passed.

Mr. Parker of Fort Bend, Chairman of the Commmee on
Post Oiiices and Roads, to which was referred a bill requiring-
the Auditor to audit certain accounts therein named, reported
the sa:me back to the Senate, and recommend its passage.

On motion of Mr. Seaw, the Senate proceeded to the

ORDERS OF THE DAY.
A Bili to provxde the mode of taking interrogatories where

wit uesses, reside beyond the limits of the Hepublic.
Read a third tlme, and



Theayes and noes upon the final passage of the bill stocd
as follows :

Ayes—Messrs. Huater, Lawrence, Kaufman, Rugeley, Smith
and Webb—6. : ’

Noes—Messrs Greer, Parker of Nacogdoches, Parker of ot
Bend and Shaw—4.

So the hill passed.

Mr. Parker of Fort Bend, asked leave to change his vote uyp-
on this question, and

The ayes and noes being called, were as follows :

Ayes—Messrs. Greer, Lawrence, Parker of Nacogdoches.
Shaw, Smith and Webb—o. '

Noes---Messrs. Hunter, Kaufman, and Rugeley—3.

So leave was granted, and Mr. Parker voted for the passage
nf the bill.

A Joiut resolution authorizing jhe President to commission a
Major General of Militia.

Read 3d time, and

The ayes aud noes, upon the final passage of the bill stood
thus :

Ayes—-Messrs. Grimes, Hunter, Rugeley, Shaw, Smith and
Weébb--6.

Noes---Messrs. Greer, Lawrence, Kaufman, Parker of Fort
Bend, Parker of Nacogdoches, and Paitillo---6,

There being a tie, the President decided in the affirmative.

So the hill passed.

On motion of Mr. Parker of IFort Bend, the message of his
Excellency, containing his objections to the bill making an ap-
propriation to pay in part the officers of the Navy, was taken up
" and read. ‘

. :
_ Executive Department, ¢
WasnineTon, February 1st, 1844. )

To the Honorable the Senate :

A Bill «“inaking an appropriation to pay in part the officers of
the Navy,” having been submitted to the President, he returns
the samé without his approval, together with his reasons there-
for.

None can feel a more lively interest for, nor a more ardent
desire to see compensation afforded to all those who have ren.
dered the country faithful service, than the Executive ; yet he
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cannot give his sanction to a measure w' ‘ch he conceives is
only caleulated to deceive and embarass .ose for the benefit of
whom it was ibtended.

The bill requires the Anditor to “andit the account of each of
the oificers of the Navy, pro rata. according o the amount due
to cach,” &e., to he paid out of the appropriation therein made.
To comply with ts, would require that the precise a-
monnt due to cach ofiicer who has rendered service in the Navy,
since 1ts first establishient, should be ascertained before the
amount (or which any single claim should be audited, could be
kaown ; which, as must be evident (o all, could not be done at
preseiit, as it would require an examination of the entire records
of the proper Departinents, to which access cannot at this time
he had, to enable the proper officers of Government to ascer-
tain the entire amounts paid, aud other deductions which may
be necessary—and by a neglect of which the public interests
might and would, in the opinion of the Executive, materially
suffer. .

Could these objections to the bill be obviated, no claim eould
be aundited while it retains its present requirements. Of the
crew of the schooner San Antonio, no report has been received
at the proper Departinent since sowe time prior to the voyage
which re ulted so unfortunately in her loss.

T ascertain at present the amount due the officers who were
on board that vessel would be impossible.  Uutil thi$ could be
accomplished, no claim conld be paid, should the bill become a
law '

If the revennes of the country were such as to enable the
proper Depa:tment to control an issue, (in addition to other ap-
propriations) of the amount named in the bill, the Executive
would esteem it but an act of justice that the honest seamen
(whose necessities may be considered at least as urgent as these
of the officers) should have afforded him at least some portion
of that amount—no provision for which, however, is made in
the ill.

Could the amounts due to offlcers and seamenbe paid, or
could they be really benefitted by the provisions of this bill,
there would be no objsction to.its passage. Their case is oue
of great hardship, as is that of every just claiiant against the
Goveroiment.  But when we reflect that individuals have made
cashadvances for Govermmnent. amounting to millions, and that
o are 1aa le to pay any portion of their debts or even the n-
terest upon any portion of them, the reason for deferng the
payment of smaller debts not based upon better grounds, caunot
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be censured. It 1r1§"meolelv from the inability of the Govern-
ment o pay them. Mx( prvxentadmlm\tmnon, wiin a divin-
shed revenue, aind laboring under the postponcment and pon-
payment of the dircet taxes, has been burthened with the Pty -
ment of many thousand dollars contracted and ow g previots
to us comenencement.  Could the Navy have been wld, us pro-
vided for by law, some sixty or seveuty ‘thousand dollars miolit
“have been pld(,cd at the d spositicn of the Government for the
pay uent of the claims of both officers and seanen.  As it g
Lowever, the Goverument is now wholly unable to do so.

The effects of this measure, should it become a law, are not
doubtful. Officers to whom the Govern veut is indebted, leaiy;-
ing that on appropriation is made for their payment, will visit
the seat of Government, and after days spent in fruitless at-
sempts to obtain funds, 'will have to leave with all the effects
which follow disappointment and the unprofitable expenditure
of time and means.

SAM HOUSTON.

And the question being upon the passage of the bill over the
Veto, and the ayes and noes being callod, stond as follows ;

Ayes—Messrs. Huuter, Lawreunce, Pattillo, Rugeley and
Smith—5.

Noes—Messrs, Greer, Grimes, Kaufiman, Parker of Fort
Bend, Pariker of Nabogdoches, Shaw and Webb--7.

So the hil] was lost.

A Bill requiring the Auditor to audit certain claims therein
named. .

Read second time, and

The ayes and noes upon its passage to a third reading, being
called, were as follows: i

Ayos-—Mesqrs Hunter, Kaufman Pattillo, Rugeley, Smith
and Webb—6. :

Noes—Messrs, Greer, Gnmes, Parker of Nacogdoches, and
Shaw-—4. :

The President decided that as this was a bill appropriating
money for a private purpose, it came within the provision of
the Constitution, which required a vote of two thirds, to pass it,
and there not being a vote of two thirds of the Senate for its
passage, the bill was lost; from which decision Mr. Webb ap.
pealed, and )

The question now was, is the Chair out of order 2

Upon which question the ayes and noes stood as follows.

Ayes---Mess¥s, Hunter, and Webb---2.
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Noes.--Messrs, Grimes, Greer, Kaufman, Parker of Nacogdo-
ches, Pattillo, Rugeley, Shdw and Smith---8.

So the Chalr was sustained.

01 motion of Mr Kaufman, 250 copies of the caption of the
'mv;- pussed at the present session of Congress, were ordered to
e privted.

A Biil 1o suppress private Banking.

Read second time.

Nir. Pantillo, moved its reference to the Committee on the
State of the Republic.

Which motion was lost.

Mr. Greer, moved its reference to the Commlttee on Fi-
natee, w hlch was also lost.

M. IKauiman, moved its reference.to the Comumittee on Judi-
ciary; with instractions to report in the evening. Carried.

A Bill regulating proceedings in cases of forcible entry and
detainer.

Read second time,and

On motion of Mr. Kaufman, referred to the Judiciary Cotu-
mittee.

‘A joiut resolution for the relief of Thomas D. Yokuays Ad-
ininisirator.

Read second time, amendments adopted, and bill passed to its
third reading.

A Bill for the relief of persens who have furmshed supphes
for'the public service. ‘

Read second time and passed to its third reading.

"T"he ayes and noes standing as follows : ‘

Ayes--.Messrs. Greer, (:nmes Hunter, Kaufman Parker of
Fort Bend, Parker of '\’acovdochea Pattlllo, Rucele, Shaw,
Suith and Webb---10.

Noes---0

Mr. Smith, moved to take up a motion which was laid on the
dble, to recoublder a vote which refused to pass over the Veto
of his Excellency, a joint resolution for the relief of William'G.
Cooke, late acting Quarter Master General. Carr.ed, and

I‘hu ayes and noes upon the reconsideration of the vote, be-
ing called, stood as follows:

‘Ayes - Messrs. Hunter, Lawrence, Kaufman, Rugeley, Smith
aud Webb---6. -

Noes---Messrs. Greer, Grimes, Parker of Fort Bend, Parker of
Nacogdoches, Pattillo and Shaw—6.

There bemnr a tie, the Presidcent dacided in the affirmative.

So the vote was reconsidersd, and the question now was
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upon the passage of the bill over the Veto, upon which the ayes
and noes were as follows :

Ayes—Messrs. Hunter, Lawrence, Kaufman, Rugeley, Smith
and Webb---6.

Noes---Messrs. Greer, Grimes, Parker of Fort Bend, Parker of
Nacogdoches, Pattillo and Shaw --6.

So the bill was lost.
' A message was received from the House of Representatives,
that the House had passed the following bills, to wit:

A joint resolution for the relicf of W ard & Ingram.

Read first time.

On motion of Mr. Kaufman, the rule was suspended, bill
rea second tinie and passed to its third reading.

On motion of Mr. Rugeley. the rule was further suspended,
bill read third time and passed.

A Bill to authorize the County of Fort Bend, to levy a tax, for
a special purpose.

Read first time, rule suspended, read second time, and

Oun motion of Mr. Kaufinan, refetred to the Committee on
the State of the Republic.

A Bill to prevent the obstruction of navigable rivers.

Read first time, and

On motion of Mr. Pattillo, the rule was suspeuded, bill read
second time, and passed to its third reading ; rule f{urther sus-
pended, and

The ayes and i1oes being called on the final passage of the
bill, stood thus:

Ayes—-Messrs. Grimes, Hnnter, Kaufman, Parker of Na-
cogdoches, Pattillo, Rugeley, Shaw, Simith and Webb—90.

Noes—Mr, Parker of Fort Bend —1.

A joint resolution for the reliefof Daniel Alexander.

A Bill to mount, equip, unspike and purehase amunition for
the artillery of the Republic at Galveston.

A Bill to repeal in part and amend an act incorporating the
City of Galveston.

A Bill more permanently to establish the County seat of Bow-
ie County.

A joint rosolution for the reliefof Holland Coflee.

Also, that the House have concurred in the amendments of
the Senate, to a joint resolution for the relief of Josiah G. Beaty.

An actsupplementary to «n act amendiug the several acts in-
. corporating the City of Houston.  Also,

That the I]ouse have xejected the tollowmg bills {rom the
Senate.

e
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A Bill to repeal an act for the permanent.location of the Seng.
of Government.

A Bill preventing the retail of spxmuous hquors in qunntx.
ties less thana quart.  Also,

A Bill (from the Senate) to authorize the Secretary of War
a d sdariue, to contiuct for keeping the Nayy in ordinary, with’

i Hu\vluo- amendment, to wit:

S blnke out the 4th Secuon, whlch was concurmd in by the

tuate.

Mr. Parker of Fort Bend, from the select Committee, to which
was referred a joint. resolutuon for the relief of E. W. Moore,
made the following report, to wit: “That they seriously doubt
the ()onstlmnonahtv of sueh a Tribunal as the one thus sought
to be erected —they can only view the resolutions'as ‘an mte.. .
tion to erect a ‘Tribunal for the trial of offences already commit-
ted, and as sueh, have no hesitation in pronouncing them as re.-

troactive in their bearing. These are the conclusions they
have co ne to, if they are to view the resolutions as obligatory,
aither pon the Captain to accept such Trxbunal or the Secre-
tary of War to prefer the charges.

Your Committee consider, however, that it will be perfectly
compatent for the Congress fo erect such a tribunal as is con-
templated by the resolutions, provided ‘that the applw.mt seeks
an :uvestigation in this matter before such a Tribunal, but they
d ot as they have expressed above, consider it obhgatory on
eithier party, and would view such an action by the Congress,
in no other hght than as a compromise between the parties
consenting, to wit : Captain Moore and the Represent.mves of,
the people

Your Committee in coming to the above ¢oucluslons, have
only contemplated the re~olut10ns laid betore them, and have
hotd emed themselves authorized to 1nvestigate the merits of
the case, cither as affects the Government or the applicant ; .they -
Heer iore bave not thonght proper to seek how far, the opinions
thev have here e}mw%sed conflict with. the proper and legm-

~mate rights of the Exe,umve ”

On motion of Mr. Lawrence, the report; together Wlth the
Joint resolution, was made the specml order .of the day for to-
motrow.

A Bl authorizing the holding of tho stmct Com-t m ;”wo
places in Fannin Cnuntv

Rsad second time, and: passed to mnd xeadmg

The ayes and noes being as follows ;
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Ayes—Messrs. Kaufman, Parker of Fort Bend, Parker of Na-
¢ogdoches, Pattillo, Rugeley. and Webb—6.

Noes—Messrs. Greer, Grimes Hunter, Shaw, Lawrence and
Smith—6.

There hemg a tie, the President decided in the affirmative.

Ou wotion of Mr. Parker of Fort Bend, the Senate adjo -rized
until 3 d’clock, p. m.

‘

THREE O'CLOCK, . M

Senate met—roll called—no guorum.
Mr. Greer, move.l that the Senate adjourn nntil to-merrow
10 o’clock, o. m. Lost, and
On motion of Mr. Bhaw, the Senate adjourned-until 4 o clocL
P. M.
4 o”cLocx, P. M.

Senate met—roll called—quorum present.

Mr. Kaufman, froin the Judiciary Committee, to which was
referred a bill to suppress private Bnnkmo reported the saine
back to the Senate, and recommend its passage.

Mr. Parker of Nncogdoches, Chairman of the Committee on
Claims and Accounts, to which was referred an act making an
appropriation for pay of seamen ; reported the same back for
the action of the Senate.

On motion of Mr, Webb, the Senate ad‘journed unti} 10
o’clock, to-morrow morniug.

Saturpay, February 3rd, 1814, ¢
10 o'clock, a. M.

Senate met—Mr. Greer, President pro tem i the Chair.

The roll of menbers hem'r called, ¢ e following gentleinen
answered to thelr numes, (o wit: ’Iesus Greer, Gn.nes Huunter,
Kaufman, Parker of Nacogdoches, Pattillo, Rngeley, Sha\v,
Smith and Webb-—-quoru.n present.

Prayer by the Chaplain,

The journal of the pre cwdmfr day was read and adoptpd

Mr. Pattilio, Chairman of the Conmnittee ou  Engrossed .md
Enrolled bills, reported that the Committee had examined « il
authorizing the Secretary of War and Marine, to contract ior
kezping the navy in ordinary; .
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A Bil, autﬁonzmg the Chief Justice of Red River to take pos-
session of the papers and records of Miller County Court: and

An act for the relief of Monia E. Goodwin, Louisiana Har-
ris, and Eliza V. Harris, and other heirs of Robert W. Harris,
deceased, and find the same correctly enrolled. The same,
having been signed by the Speaker of the House, and President 01
the Sezmte, was, this day, presented to His Excellency, for his
approval, .

e, Parker of Nacogdoches, Chairman of the Committee on
Claims aind Accounts, to which was referred sundry relief hills
and petitions, reported the same back to the Seaate, and recom-
mend that the Senate take no further action upon them.

Which report was adopted.

Mr. Webb, from the Committee on Privileges and Elections,
to which was referred sundry documents relative to the con-
tested election between Messrs. Power and Hunter, made the
followiug report, to wit:

'The Committee on Privileges and Elections, to which was-
referred the memorial of James Power, . Esq., contestmcr the seat
of the Hon. Wm. L. Hunter, as senator elect from the district of
Refugio, submit, for the consxderauou of the Senate, the follow-
lng statement offacts

TFrom returns made to the Department of State, it appears,
that at elections held in the town of Victoria, on the first Mon-

day of Septewber last, for the depopulated counties of Refugio,
San Patricio, and Gnliad, Mr. Hunter received 10 votes for the
county of Refugioe, 28 votes for the county of San Patricio, and
7 votes for the county of Goliad; and from returns made by
the Chief Justice of Harris county, of an election held by citi-
zens of San Patricio, temporarily residing there, 1t appears that
Mr. Huuter received 7 additional votes in that county, making
an aggregate of 52 votes cast tor him, as senator for said dxsmct
It also appears, from said returns, that at an election held at Cor-
pus Christi, for the county of San Patricio, Mr. Power received
21 votes; and atan election held oo the San Antonio river, for
the county of Refugio, lie received 17 votes, making an a.qgreoate
of 38 votes cast for him as senator for the district,

From these returns, it is’ seen that Mr. Hunter received a
majority of 14 votes, over Mr. Power. It was urged, however,
by Mr. Power, in his memorial, that of the votes cast for Mr..
Hunter, many were illegal ; and if the illegal votes be discarded,
he had received a ma_]onty To arrive at the truth of this al-
legation, time was given, by a resolution of the Senate, te both .
pames, to take testimony ; and it is a summary of the testimo-
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ny thus taken, that thc comittee now propose tosubnit o the
considerating of the Senate, so far as they Lave been enabled to
collate it, from the confused and heterogenecus muss f decs-
ments, nnd conuadu,tmy stalements preﬂemod to thew.

"The resolution of the Scnate required either pasty, to give
notice to the other, of the Lo and placc of taking the testimony
intended to be veiiod upon.  'i'he object was to cive to Loth, an
oppoitunily ol exaumining the witnesses, for the purpose of eli-
etting the truih. Pt this obvious intention of the &:-mate seems
to have been disregurded, on this occasion, by the contesior.
From the affiduvitsof Maj R. Roman, A, 8. Cunningham, and
Geo. W. Palmer, Chiel Justce of \1: ‘toria county, it appears,
that on the 17th of January, tiie day appointed by Mr. Power,
to take testimony at Vietoria, J. €. Allen, Esq., appeared as his
attorney, before Judge Pnimcr 1o take th testimony of wit-
nesses 1t regard to the legality of tiie votes polled at that place:
at the same time, Field: ng Jones, Eisq., appeared as the aliorney
of Mr. Hunter; and upou his requesting the magistrate to put
down the answers o; the witnesses, to the questions propounded
to them, in their own words, he \Vds toid by Bir. Allen, that he
hud no right to interfere in the examination; that as a metter
of right, he wonld n :t be permitted even to cross-cramine the
witiesses ; bot, as a matter of courtesy, that privilege would be
extended to him. Lir. Jones then appealed to the magistrate,
and asked if he were not taking testimony under the duthomy
of the resolution of the Senate? o which the magistrate re-
plied, that he snew of no resolution of the Senate, and was not
acting under any such authority ; that he was acting as a No-
tary Public, by the request, and ot the instance, of Mr. Allen;
and that he considered the examination as an ez parte one, and
wholly under the direction of Mr. Allen. Upon which Mr.
Jones desisted from further interference, and the examination
of the witnesscs was conducted by Mr. Allen alone.

It being the inteirtion ot the committee, to presett facts alone,
for the cousideration of the Senate, thev forbear to wmake any
comments npon this proceeding, leaving it for the Senate to de-
termine, whether testimony taken under such circumstances,
and in such direct and palpable violation of the spirit and in-
tention of their resolution, ought to he received for any purpose.
Should it be discarded,’ there is but little left to act upon, so far
as the claim of Mr. Power is concerned, as nearly all the testi-
mony he has taken, is obnoxious to lhib objection ; but should
the Senate regard it as legal, it will then become necessary to
examine and compare it with the testimony taken by the other
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narty, for the purpose of ascertainipg how far the votes cast for
either, have beeu invalidated,

From the documents referred t- the Committee, it appears
that Mr. Powers objects t0 8 votes polled for Mr. Huuter, at
tha Betngio election, to 6 votes polled -t the San Patricio elec-
tnn, and to ole vote potled at the Goliad election—making, in
all, 12 votes. ''wo of these votes are objecied to, on accouut
of the non-nge of the voters, and the testimony shows that they
were under age at the tinie they voted ; the othier ten are ob-
jected to on accounnt of an alloged 101fennn of the rights of citi-
zeaship in the depopnlated counties, by having voted in the
county of Victoria.  The testimony ‘shows that 7 of thewm had
vot:d in the corporation elections in the town of Victoria, but
had always refused to vote for county otlicers, or for members
to Congress, except at pnlls opened for the counties in which
t!wy cl.nmﬂd their residence. The other three had voted at
elections for connty officers in Victoria, though one of then,
Wiilard Post, nad subsequently returned to his residence 1n
Refugio county, and had resded in that county for twelve
mouths, immediately antecedent to the election in Septewber
last.

If these 12 votes, however, he deducted from the number
cast for Mr. Hunter, it still leaves bim a majority of two votes
ovet Mr. Power, even should it appear that no illegal votes had
been cast for Mr. Power at the other polls. it is true, that Mr-
Power ohjects to all the votes for San Patricio county, which
were polled in Victoria, upon the alleged ground that the elec-
tion was conducted nnf'urh and l“t‘ﬂ'd“V but so far from this
ohjection being sustained by the tectlmonv, it is abuandantly
shown, that the cleetion for that county was conducted with
fairness, openness, and more than usual care, to prevent the in-
troduction of illegal votes.

Ofthe 122 votes objected to by Mr. Powers, the llleouthtv of
six of them is attempted to be sustained by the ez parte aftida-
vit of Edmd. St. John, takeu on the 20th of Janunary, three days
after the timne .\p')omted for .taking the testimony in Victoria,
and when neither Mr. Hunter or hiis attoruey were present, or
had any notice that such an affidavit was to be taken. 'T'his
Mr. St. John is the same individual who swore, in the first.in-
stance, that 25 out of the 28 votes polled at the San Patricio
clection were illegal ; and in reference to his credibility, the
Committee refer to Lis depositions, taken before Judge Palmer,
which they submit as a part of this report. As some excuse,
however, for his contradictions, and apparent recklessness in
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making his statements, the Committec wounld also reler to the
affidavit of Mr. hchxb'lld Buss, which siiows that Lie was too
much iuto.xlmted on the day ot el ction, to forny a correct
opiuion as to what was gotug on, or to recellect afterwards
what had taken place.

Io regard to the votes polled at Corpus Christi_for Ar. Pow-
ers, it appears, fromn the testimony of Joseph .(:1,\’ pdmd.‘
Quin, and John James, and the written statewent of the Hot,
‘W. Philips, of the House of Representatives, thut 14 of them
were illegal, the individnals giving theui, never having resided
in that, or either one of the depopulmcd counties: Lrom tho
testimony, it appears that no person has lived ia San Patricio
county sinee the battle of Lipantidan, until some time in the
mouth of August last, when Mr. inney retarned to his ranch
at Corpus Christi, with three or four others, who had tormerly
resided in that county ; aund that at the election in September,
Mexicans, sailors, and all strangers who were present, voted for
Mr. Powers.

In support of the legality of the election held at Corpus
Christi, Mr. Powers has introduced a certificate, signed by a
number ol persouns, not under oath, several of whom were not
there at the time of the election, and some of them had never
been iu the county previous to December last.

If these 14 votes taken at Corpus Christi, which are proved
to be illegal, by several witnesses, be deducted from the num-
ber cast for Mr. Powers, it will leave Mr. Huuter's majority 16,
even if the 12 votes objected to by Mr Powers, should also be
deducted from Mr. Hunter's poll; and if 10 out of the 12 who
were objected to, on accouunt of the alleged forfeiture of their
citizenship in the depopulated counnties, be not deducted from
Mr. Hunter’s poll, his majority will then be 26 votes over Mr.
Powers.

All of which is respectfully submitted.

JAMES WERB,
Oue of the Conunittee,

And on motion of Mr. Webb, the report, together with the
documents referred to, be laid upon the table until Monday
next.

Mr. Smith, Chairman of the Commmee on Public Lands, to
which was refened the joint resolution for the relief of John
Trussel, reported the sawme back to the Senate, and recommend
that it be indefinitely postponed.

" Report adopted,
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‘Al a joint resolution for the relief of Stephen Jones, and
reco naend that the saoe be Taid on the table.

Herort o iopud

"Uie Seanate then proceeded to the

ORDLRS OF THE DAY.

A joint fesolution for the relief of Edwin W. Moare,

On motion of Mr. Webb, was laid on the table.

A bl ,upulemeutm y to an act regulating license tax.

Read 2wl time, and passed to third reading. ‘
On motiou of M. Smith, the rule was suspended, bili read a

third thme, and passed. ~

Mr. Kaufman, from the Committee on the Judiclary, to Whlch
was referred a bill to levy a tax upon the county of Fort Bend;
for a special purpose, reported the same back to the Senate, and
recommend its passage. : .

Read 2nd time, and passed to a third readmu

On motion of Mr. Kaufman, the rale was further suspended
bill read a third time, and p').ssed

Also, a bill to regulate proceediogs-in cases of forcible. entry
and detainer, and recommend its passage.

Which was read a second time. , :

Mr. Pattillo moved to lay the same on the table ; and t'he"ayés :
and noes being called, stood thus:

Ayes—\rlessrs Hunter, Pattillo, Rugeley, Shaw, Smnh and
Webb—6. :

Noes—Messrs. Greer, Grimes, Kaufman, Parker of Fort Bend,
Parker of Nacogdoches—5. :

So the motion carried.

A bill to authorize the holding of the stmct Cour»ts in mio
places in Fannin county, and for other purposes. g

Read a third time ; and the ayes and Noes upon the ﬁnal pas'.
sage of the bill, stood thus:

Aves —Messrs. Kaafim- w, Parker of Fort Bend, Parker of Na-
cog'doches, Pattillo, Rucreley and Webb—6.

Noes —Messrs, Greer, Grimes, Hunter, Sha’W amd Smlth-—5

So the bill passed. '

A joint resolution for the relief of Thomas D Yokumsaﬂs
ministrator.’ . I

Read 3d time and passed. , AL

A bill for the relief of persons who bawe furvished supplfeﬂﬁ
the public service.

ead third time and passcd.
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On motion of Mr. Par ker, of NacOOdocﬂes, the resolution,
from the House, to adjourn sine die on the 5th of Feb,, (inst.)
avas taken up, und the ayes and noes being called on its adoption,
stood thus:

* Ayes—Messrs. Greer, Grimes, Hunter, Kaufman, Parker of
-Fort Bend, Parker of Nacoodoches, Pattillo, Rucreley, Shaw,
Smith hnd Webb—12,

Noes—- ——.

Mr. Kaufman, froin the Committee on the State of the Re-
public, to which was referred the petition of Stephen G. Mec-
Clenny, praying for a divorce, reported the same back to the
Senate, also,

A bill to suppress private banking ; which was read a second-
time, aud passed to a 3rd reading.

A joint resolution for the relief of James Riley.

Read 2nd time, and passed to 3d reading.

On motion of Mr. Pattillo, the rule was suspended, bill read
3rd tinse, and passed.

A joint resolutlon for the relief of Memucan Hunt.

Read 2né timé.

Mr. Kaufman moved to lay the bill on the table.

Lost ; and the report, recommending the rejection of the bill,
was adopted.

So the bill was rejected.

A bill inaking an appropriation to pay, in part, the seamen of
the navy.

Read a second time; and,

‘On motion of Mr. Rug‘eley, the same was laid on the table

A joiut resolution for the relief of Daniel Alexander.

Read a first tlme,

A bill to repeal, in part, an act moorporatmtr the city of (,ml-
veston. .

- On'motion of Mr. Hunter, the same was laid on the table

A joint resolution for the ;ehef of Holland Coffee.

Read Lst time,

On motion of Mr. Shaw, the rule was suspended, bill read 2nd
time, and referred to select committee. Messrs. Grimes, Shaw,
and Kaufman, were appointed said committee.

A bill; more permaneiitly; to establish the county seat of Bow-
ie county. .

Read 1st time. '

Mr. Kaufman moved to suspend the rule. -

Carried, and bill read 2nd time.

nono
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Un motion of A‘r‘ Greer, the following amendmients were
masie

Rtrize ont the word “ permanent.” *

Add the words “until otherwise provided for by law ;” and

Oii motion of Mr. Kaufmau, the bill was laid on the table.

A message was received from the Honse of Representauves,
that the House had passed the following bills :

A joint resolution for the election of Chief Justices of the
connties of Refugio, Goliad, and San Patricio.

Read st time; nnd ‘ '

On motion of Mr Kanfman, the rule was suspended, bill
read 2::d tune, and passed to 3rd reading. :

Rule firrther suspended 3rd time, and passed.

A bill making appropriation for part pay of officers and sea-
men ort e navy.

Read st time. '

Mr. Rugeley moved to smpend the rule.

Lo-t.

"A bill to endow the Weslyau male and female college of San-
Anrastine. :

Read st time.

On motion of Mr. Huanter the rule was suspended brll read
2ud time.

Mr Parker moved to amend, so as to donate 4 leagues of land
to Trinity college.

Mr. Shaw offered to amend the amendment, so as to have
the land located in the Cherokee country-—accepted

Mr Parller's wmendment was lost.

Mr. Grimes moved to amend, so as to dogate 4 leacrues of
land to Wash. ugtou college.

Linst.

Mr'Rugeley moved o strike out ¢4 leagues of land,” in seid '

bill,and insert “one league of land.” el
Motion Inst, and the ayes and noes, upou the passage of'”,t'he
bxll ta a third readmtr stood thus;
A yes—Messrs. Huntel Kaufman, Pattillo and Webb-4 J
Nives—Messrs. Greer, Grimes, Pdll\hl’ of \acogdoches, Rugen
‘ley, Shaw, and Smith—0.
So the bill was rejected.

3

PR

On motion of Mr. Parker of N, the Suw.}e adjoiirned v ul
3 o'clock, P. M. ’ qeﬂ .
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Senate met-—Mr. Greer, President pro tem., in the Chair—
" toll called—quorum present.

On motion of hir Kaufman, a bill to repeal, in part, and
amendan act incorporating the city of Galveston, was tuken up.

Mr. Kaafman moved to suspend the rule.

Carried, bill read 2ad time, and passed to 3rd reading ; rule
further snspended LIl read 3rd thne, and passed.

On motion of Mr. Grimes, a joint xesolunon for the relief of
_ Dan’l Alexander, was talkien ap. :

Rule suspended, bill read 2nd time, aud referred to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary.

A bill to mount, egnip, unspike, and purchase ammunition for

the art:llery of the Republic, at Galveston. |
" Read Isttime; rule suspended, read 2nd time, and passed to
3rd reading ; rulv furthier snepended bill read a 3rd time, and
passed.

Mr. Grimes, from the select commlrtee towhich was referred
a joint rem!ulmn for the relief of Holland Coffee, 1eported the
same back to the Scnate, with the following amendment, to wit:

In section 1, 8th lme, insert, anex the word “cents, " these .
words—* upon his producing the proper vouchers.” Adopted
bill read 2nd time, and passed to 3rd reading.

On motion of Mr. Grimes, the rnle was suspended, biil read a
third time, and passed.

Mr. Grimes moved to re-consider a vote, which refused to sus-
pend the rule on a bill, making applopnanon for part pay of
officers and seamen of the navy.

Carried. Rule suspended, bili read 2nd tinie, and passed to
3rd reading : rule further suspended, read 3d time, and pa%ed

The ayes and noes being as follows :

" Ayes—Messrs. Gnmes, Hnmer Kaufman, Parker of F oft
Bénd, Ruvelev, Shaw and Sanith -—7

' Noes-- Messrs. Greer, Parker of Nacogdoc!ies, and Pattillo--3.

Mr. Kaufman maved to re-consider a vofe, witich adopted
the armeiidients to g bill, to more permanently fix the county
seat of Bowie county,

Carried, and amendments rejected ; bill pa<sed to its third
readmg. .

On tidtion of Mr. Kaufman, rule suspended, bill read a 3rd
timée and passed.

A méssage was feceived from the House of Rep;esenmtwes,
that ¢hé House had passed the following bills :
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A joint resolution for the reliel of Texian prisoners in Mex~
.ico: Read 1st time:

A bill (from the Senate) for the relief of McKinney & Wil-
liams, with the following amendments, to wit:

Add to first section, “and shall be lssued to said McKmney
& Williams, whenever they shall produce, to said Commission-
er General of the Lawd-office, a certificate from the Auditor;
that, as appears from his records, no part of said elaim for fifty-
four thousand four hundred and eight dollars and eleven cents,
has heretofore been allowed to said McKinney & Williams.

~ In section 5, strike ont all after the words « McKinney &
Williams.”

Strike out 3rd section.

Which amendments were concurred in by the Senate.

Also, that the House had passed a resolution to go into an
electlon by and with the concurrence of the Senate, for a Judge
for the 4th District, on Mondey, at 11 o’clock; which was
adopted by the Senate.

Also, a resolution calling upon the Senate, for documentary
evidence, in their possession, in relation to the elections in San
Patricio county.

Mr. Kaufman moved that the Committee on Privileges and
Electious, of the House, have access to said documents.

- Motion lost.

The Senate then went into ¢ secret session.”

"Thé doors being opened,

On motion of Mr. Rugeley, the Senate adjourned until 8
o’clock P. M..

8 0’CLOCK,+P. M.

Senate’metb—rolr called-—quorum present..

Mr. Kaufman, from the Judiciary Committee, to whlch was"
referred a joint resolution for the reljef of Daniel Alexander, re
ported the same, with the'follown%g amendment, and recom-
mend its passage, to wit :

Strike out the words 4 and notwithstanding the regular clmm

of transfer may not be in proof.”,

Amendment adopted, bill read 2nd tlme, ‘and passed to 3rd
reading ; rule suspended bill read 3rd time, and passed.

On motion of Mr. Parker, of N., leave was granmd..to.mdi
viduals who have presented documents to the Senatg,n,nﬁ mhmb
Rave not been acted upon, to withdraw the same. - i A

Mr. %’amno, Ghau'man of the Go:nmmee on | E( grossed’ al
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Bnrolled Bills; reported that the Cammitiee had cfimined it
bhill for the relief of McKinney & Williams, ard find the swne
correctly earolled. N

The same, haying been signed by the Speaker of the House;,
and President of the Senate, was, this day, presented 10 His
Fixcellency, for his approval. .

A message was received from the House of Representatives;
that the House have concurred in the amendments of the Se-
nate, to a joigt resolution for the relief 6f Holland Coffee ; -

That they have passed a bill to regulate the tonnage on steam-
packets; .

That they have rejected a bill to incorpotate the Texas Land
and Emigrating Company.

On motion of Mr. Parker, of IFort Bend, the Senate adjourned
until 10 o’clock, Mouday morning. )

—

Moxbpay, February 5th, 1844. 2
10 o'clock; 4. M.

Senate met—the roll of members being called, the follawing
gentlemen answeted to their names, to wit: Messrs. Greer,
Grimes, Lawrence, Kaufman, Parker of Fort Bend, Parker of
Nacogdoches, Pattillo, Rugeley, Shaw, Smith and Webb—.-"
quorum present. ‘ ‘

Prayer by the Chaplahr, - y

The journal of the preceding day was read and adopted.

Mr. Shaw, Chairman of the Committee of Conference on the’
part of the Senate, appointed to confer with a like Committee
on the pprt of ythe House, jupon the disagreement of the two
Houses upon the Bill making appropriations for the support™ of
the Government, for the ‘'year 1844 ; reported that the Comnit-
tee had agreed to sundry amendments, which report was ad+
opted. :

Mr. Lawrence, from the Committee on Privileges and Elec-
thans, to which was referred the credentials of members elect to’
the Senate of the eighth Congress, reported the same back tor
the Senate as duly and legally authenticated. :

Mr. Greer, Chairman of the Committee on Finance, to which
were teferred the following bills :

A Bill to exempt Distillevies from taxation. .

A Bill requiring the Auditor te audit all duly authenticated:
‘claims against the Government.



239

A Till to repeal the 9th Sec. of an act, dpproved January 27th
1812, ent.tled: “An aet supplementury to an act to raise a re:
venite by impost duties, approved Feb. 5th, 1840,” and’recom-
mend that the same be laid on the table wnhout day adopted.

Mr. Pattillo offered a resoktion giving ‘the officers of the
Sonate, two dollars per diem, in audmou 1o the amount _ allow-
ed them by taw, to be paid.out of the coutingeut fund of lhe 8th'
Cmurle‘n

Xr. Rugeley, offered to amend by st'lkmo out “two” .md in:
sert “one;” and

The uyes aud noes being called on t‘)e amendmeut snood
thus;

Ayes—Messrs, Gwer, Grimes, Hunter, Parl\er of Fort Bend,
Parker of Nacogdoches, Rt’lgelev aud Smith—6.

Noes—Messrs. Lawrence, Kaufman, Pattillo;: Shaw ‘and
Webb—>5.

So the amendment was adopted—the question now was, up=
on the adoption of the resolution as qmended, whlch was car-
ried.

A Bill to suppress private Bankm

Read third time and passed.

Mz, Greer, presented the account of Messrs. Gm#ger.&iMﬂdte,
for articles furnisheéd the Senate, at the called session’-of Con- -
gress, 1842, which was on motion ordered to be paid out of the
bommncrent fand of the eighth Congress.

Anactto mount, equip, unspike and purchase ammnmtmn fdr
the artildery of the Republic at Gulveston. A -
" On metion of Mr. Webb, the same was laid on’ the table.

My. Smith, moved to take up a motion which was tawd on the
table to *reconsider a vote, which rejecsed a- _,]om-t reso&dmm }tar

#

-

the relief of L. 8. Hargous. oo “ R
Monoﬁ«loet o o w
On wotion of Mr. Smith, a btll for the rehef‘MStephen }enes;

wag taken up. ‘ A S e b

! BOOVE I

Read second 'time, Ll
Mr. Greer, offered.to amend so as to.vequiré the Seorerary of
War mnd Marme, toissne a warrant to . Hr Hali, for 320 acres:

‘of {and. e '-um_u . AT
(Jmned and lﬁli passed to third rc*admg:fi L e
On motion of Mr, Pattillo, the mla W snspehded bi} Fead

‘third ti:ne and passed. - i el T i d ot

iﬁé
Wibg

Mr. Pattillo, from the Gmmmxweemwlhgfossed audoF,
bills, reported, that:the Onmmthexhnﬂ ﬁkmnhm& thg o
‘bills,
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A Bill making appropriations for the support of the Goverry
ment, fon the year 1344,

A Bill to regulate the tonnage on Steam-paciets, .

A Bill for the relief of ln‘m rege, and find the sane coi-
rectly curolled, the same having Leen sianed by the Speaker of
the Honse and President of the Senate, was this day presented
to his Excellency, for hisapproval,

A joint resolution for the selief of Texion pris oners 1
Menco

' Read & second time. .

Mr. Webb, offered an amendroent, which was acdopted, aid
bill passed to tts 3rd reading —rules further suspended, bill read
a third time and passed.

On motion of Mr. Webb, a joint resolution for the rehc[ of E.
W Moore, was talken up.

© Mr. Webb offered the following amendment, to wit :

Strike out iu first section d{xer the word “ch.ngm against
‘him” 1n 6th line *for which be was disniissed” and insert “uy-
ou which an order was issued dismissing him.’

Concureed in. .

Sttike 6ut in second section, the word “forthwith.”

Concurred in.

Mr. Greer, moved to amend as follows :

Strike out Sec. 4th. Carried.

Mr. Shaw, moved to amend the captien thus:

Joint resolution 1n establish a Tribanal for the lmpumdl trigl
of Post Captain E2. W Moore, and others.

Passed to 3rd reading, and

On motion of Mr. Webb, the rule was further SlN]"EL)dfd and
bill read third time and passed

A message was received {romthe House of Repres-ema,uz/es,
that the House had passed the following bills : :

A Bill for the relief of A. B. Shelhy, with amendments,
which were coucurred in by the Senate.  Also,

That the House have concurred in the amendments of the
Senate to a bill to s suppress private Banking.

A'Bill incorporating the Galveston Gnards. .

Read first time, rule suspended, bill read a second time, and,
passed to third readmo-—-rule forther suspended, read Brd time
and passed.

‘A 'joint resolution from the Senate for the relief of John
Gregg. P
A Bill fram the. Senate to prescribe the duties of District
: Judg“m regard to charomv juries. Also,
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That the House have receded from their amendments to 3
Joint resolution for the relief of Thomas William Ward, ang
have adopted the dmendments of the Senate to the same. |

That the House have disagréed to thé amendments  of the
S:uate, to a bill to provide the mode of taking: interrogatories
where witnesses reside beyond the limits of the Republig,
whercupon, ‘

Mr. Kaufinan, moved that the Senate iusist on its amend-
menis thereto, which was carried—and wheretpon,

Messrs Kaunfinan, Greer and Parker of Nucogdcxche’s, were
appointed o Comitiee of Conference. o

- A mossage was received from the House, through a Commy-
tee appointed for this purpose, inviting the Senate to the Hal|
of Represeutatiyes for the purpose of going into an election for
a Judge of the 4th Judicial District, whereupon the Senate pro-
ceeded to thé House, and the Hon. Wn. E. Jones, being putin
nomination, received the unanimous vote of the Senate.

" On motion of Mr. Webb, the Senate adjourned. until 3
o'clock, p. M.

L

L] ~ L
TIIREE O'CLOCK P. M. ~ ¢

-

Senate met—roll called---guorum preseut. . )

Mr. Pattillo, by leave, introduced a bill to revive a certain
Act therein named. - :

Read first time, rule suspended, read second time and order-
ed to be engrossed, rule further suspended, bill read a third time
and passed.. v ,

Mr. Greer, offered the following resolution, to wit:

Wherens, many grave charges have been made by the ener
mies of Sam Houston and of Texns—against the President,
which if true, would deservedly consign his name to infamy.
and to the loathing of all good men, and .

- Whereas, these various charges, to wit L e
Bribery, corruption, treason, and abolitionism have found their
way into the public prints, and oL e

Whereas, if these charges:-would admit of proof, they would
be good cause for impeachment, and whjch .attaching a lasting
disgrace to the individual, would at the same time save the pa. .
tion from such machinations, and ' e

Whereas, it is as much the bounden daty of all good patrigts
to guard the Republic from domestic foes - as from external-elge .
mies, and : A 1

i Lo . ';f . At v,;_: I""}¥'?,‘?"r.";&!‘ iy
Whereas, after a setling of the H@RUOMMWE*MY
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eight weeks, no such charges have been prefered, although
some of them have been traced to persons who should stand
kigh in the estimation of the nation, and

Whereas, His Excelleucy the President has permitted all
corréspondence of the Government to be inspected by Senators
wishing to examine into the same, and :

Whereas, atter a careful inspection of all correspondence, a
careful review of his numerous services to the country, both in
war and in peace,a careful examination of the able and efficient
manner of conducting our foreigu relations, as well as our In-
diah-affairs, the honest and econowical administration’ of the
financial affairs of the country. The firm and manly stand he
has ever taken against faction and the excitements of the day,
and nt fite, the able administration of the affairs and laws of
the‘ration, we see much to admire and approve, and’ but little
to condemn. Therefore :

Be it resolved by the Senate, the Constitutional advisers of
the Ezecutive : That Sam Houston, President, &c., for his
able, faithfal, honest and economical administration of the
Governmg'nt, is justly entitled to thre admiration and gratitude of
the nation; and to the support of the Senate. o

Mr. Rugeley, moved to lay the samc on the table, and the
ayes and noes, stood as follows:

Ayes—Messrs. Hunter, Rugeley, Shaw and "Webb—A4.

" Noes—Messrs. Greer, Grimes, Lawrence, Kaufman, Parker
of ‘Fott Bend, Parker of Nacogdoches, and Pattillo—7.

So the motion was lost. :
And'the ayes and noes being called on the adoption of the
resolution, stood thus: ’

Ayes-—-Messrs. Greer, Grimes, Kaufman, Lawrence, Parker
of Fort Bend, Parker of Nacogdoches, Pattillo; and Shaw—38.
* Nogs-—~Messrs, Hunter, Rugeley, Smith, and Webb—4.

"On'motion of Mr. Kaufman, the Senate went into secret
sessian. The doors being cpened. _

Mr. Sniith introduced the following resolution, to wit: .
 Resolved, That the officers of the Senate be, and they are
‘hereby allowed one dollar in addition to the amount allowed
thitk Indrniug, to be paid out of the contingent fund of the Sth
’ﬂaﬁg‘é@gs,, making two dollars in addition tothe amount allowed
By {aw to each of the officers of the Senate. o
‘And the ayes and noes being called for on its adoption stood

Y

thus: ° ‘ '
.. Ayes_—Messrs, Hunter, Kaufman, Lawrence, Pattillo, Smith
VL s _ A
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Noes—Messrs Greer, Grimes, Po,rker of l\acoqﬂnghm,
Rusge!ey and Shaw—5. . N L
the resolution was adopted. N

M. Pattillo, from the Committee on Eng;ossed and Emdled

gllls, reported that the Commmee had exammed the followmg
itls :

. A Bill making an appropnatwn to pay A B. Shelby, for at-

tending to the case of H. H. Williams vs. Gail Borden, &.c .

A Bill to prescribe the duties of District Judges, in regard fo
charging Juries, and find the same-correctly enrolld, ¢ "
‘having been signed by the Speaker of the House and the P!
dent of the Senate, was this day presented te his Exc
for his approval. ‘

A Bill toamend a supplementary act to dn ac; enml.eat “A}}
act supplementary to an act to raise a revenag by 1m9mt dggpq,
approved January 27, 1842.”

On motion of Mr. Kaufman, the same was lald on the table.

A J()]lﬂt resolution making an appropriation for. Samuel G

orva .

.Read first time, rule suspended, read second time yd passed
to thlfidteadmg, rale further suspended, read third tkme and
passe .

'Mr. Kaufwman, by leave, introduced a bill to be entl,tled “An
act for the more prompt collection of the direct taxes.” "

Read first time, rule suspended, bill read second {ime, and or-
dered to be enorossed rule further suspended, bill read third
time and passed

Ou the question of a suspension of the rule in, the, ﬁrst in-
stance, the ayes and noes were as follows : |

Ayes--Messrs. Greer, Grimes, Kaufmap, Lawxence, Parker
of Nacogdoches, Pattillo Rugeley, Shaw’ axyi Webb-—-Q,

Noes---Messrs.. Hunter, Parker of Fort ‘Bend dnd " Smj

The contested election between Messrs.’ I-Iunter and
was taken up, when

Mr. Parker of Nacrgdoches, offered the follmmpg1 ;Qgglgyuon,

to wit : i )
atafial Distrigt

Resolved, That the votes polled out of the Sg!g i
composed of the Counties of Refuglo, GQL! . a
it the last election for Senator for saxd cl, Vv e
in violation of that article of ‘the. Consu!;u Whlch prp idgs:

“that six months residance in the Coungy ar District, pm i )
the election, is reqmred to em§tle a cifigen’ to the rlg
rage for Sarmtors or. Members to qug@. R

Resolved, that the Hon. ,Iames Pg
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highest number of legal votes poiled within the Senatorial Dis-
trict, composed of-the Counties of Refugio, Goliad and San Pa-
tricio, is hereby declard legally entitled to his seat for the term
for which he was elected. T

Mr. Smith, aoffered the following as a substitute, to wit:

Be it resolved, that the seat of the sitting member for the
Senatorial District, composed of the Counties of Goliad, Refugio
and San Patricio be, and the same is hereby declared vacant,
and that the President be, and he is hereby required te order an
election for Senator in said District, and that the Secretary of
the.Senate, shall notify the Hon. Wm. L.. Hunter, of the pasgage
of this resolution. X

Angd the ayes and noes being called on its adoption, stood
thus :

Ayes—Messrs. Greer, Grimes, Lawrence, Parker of Fort
Bend, Rugeley, Shaw, Smith and Webb—8.

Noes—Messrs. Kaufinan, Parker of Nacogdoches, and Pat-

. tillo—3.

So the substitute wasadopted in lieu of the [original resolution:

' On motion of Mr. Webb, the Senate adjourned untif 8 v’clock;
P. M. :

* 8 o’clock, p. M.
February, 5th, 1844,
Senate met—roll culled—quorum present. )

A message was received from the House—that the House
hed passed the following Bills, to wit :

A Bill for the protection and encouragement of the Com-
merce of the Republic of Texas.

A joint resglution to revive a certain act therein named ; also,
that they have passed over the Veto of the President, a bill to
alter and fix the duties on imports.

. Which Veto was taken up and read, and the question being
upon the passage of the bill over the Veto, the ayes and noes -
were called for thereou, and stood thus.

Ayes—Messrs.Greer, Kaufman, Parker of Nacogdoches, Ru-
geley and Webb—5. : o

Noes~Messrs Grimes, Lawrence, Parker of Fort Bend, Pat-
- tillo, Shaw and Smith—H6.

.80o! the bijk was lost. o

On motion of Mr. Parker of Nacogdoches, a Committee was
appointed t6 inform ihe House that the Senate will adjourn
" mine die at 10 o’clock.’ .:Also, .

A @omittee was appointed to act in conjunction with a like

i
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Comnmittes on the part of the - House, to.wait upuiihis Exésl-
lency and know if. he has: any further communications te. ‘make

to them. R O I ST T TRIUR AR S
The House hwmo i [mmed the Senate of the appomm'nént_
on their part of sinular Committees, Messrs. Parker of Fert

Bend, and Parker ol inacogdoches, were'appomted on the pim
of the Senate. -
The Committee returned and reponedduty petformed. W
Mz, Pattillo, Chairman of the Commiftee on Enrolled bills,
reported, that the Committee had examined the followinig billes
. A,Bill to encourage and protect the commerce. of -the: B.etmbﬂ
llc of Texas. And TS
" A joint resolution to revive a certain act therem namedg g
find the same correctly enrolled, the same having been :signed.
by the Speaker of the House and President of the. ‘Senate, was
this day presented to his Excellency:for his app*ﬂwa.l SR
Report adopted:. < E
‘Mr. Pd.rker of Nncovdoches oﬂ"ered the followmcr Resolutwn,
to.wit:
Resolved,, 'l‘hat the Secretary of the Senate furnish? ‘the: Exe-
cutive Depaltment with a list of the names of the members of
the Senate, for the 8th Congress of the Hepublic.
Adopted. -
Mr. Rugeley, offered the following Resolutlon to wit:
Resolved That the Secretary of the Senate be authorized-to
approve, the accounts for liabilities incirred at the present ses-
sion of the Senate, for wood, candles, chairs, &c to ba\paﬂ_l. out.
of the unexpended appropnatxon for prmtmg ' (‘.'<a gy
Adopted. ST
-Mr. Kaufman, offered the tollowmv Resolutim t‘d \V!t‘““ s

Resolved, That the thanks of the Senate ‘be, and tﬁ E i
hereby tendered to the Hon. Edward Burlesoh Pres1d§qt of:
Senate, for’ the able, dignified and impartial manner in W K’J}
he has preolded over its delibérations’ durihg the qeqamn now
drawn to a close. Y .

Resolved, That the thanks of the Senatex be,‘ il they are:
hereby tendered to the Hon. Jobn H. Greer,i Biesidenit. procdém’
of the Senate, for the able, dignified and.-ifnpersial :mansér i
which he has filled the Chair during the sesslon -of . this: Téh-.
gress now about-o terminate: ;' .. e e

, Which resolutionswere unmzmoudy udopted ood oqth

Mr. Webb, offered the following Resblution <y ¢4 ta. 4y wes

Resolved, That, the' Senuta nfed'spntmﬂy amioduﬁiﬁ«#e
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fariner in which the duties of Chaplain have been pérforme&
at the present session, by the Rev. Mr. Tryon.

Adopted.

A message from the House—that the House have rejected a
bill for the more prompt collection of the direct taxes.

On motion of Mr. Kautman, the. Senate adjourned sine die.





