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JOiJRNALS 

o II' 'I'U" 

EXTRA SESSION 

OF TB Ii: 

---
SENATE CHAMBER, ~ 

Washington, Monday, June IGth. 1845·5 

"fhe Senate met in Special Session, I?u.rsu'lnt to th e P ro
«Iamation of His Excellency the President, Hon. K.. L. 
Ande rson, Vice President of the Rephlbli.c in th~ Ch9.ir. 
The roll being called, the following members a nswered to 
their names: 

Senators Greer, GrLmes, Kallfman, Luckie, Munson, Me
Crearey, Parker, Patillo, Pilsbury anel Roman quorum 
present. 

On motion of Senator McCrearey a commiHee was appoint
&>'d tu inform the HOLlse that the Senale was organized au·u 
!'(lady to proceed to business. 

Senators McCrearey, Kaufman and Munson Vlere appoin~-
8d l!Ilid committee. 

On motron of Senator Kaufman,a committee was appointed 
~ &C~ wilh ,a like committee on tbe pa.r~oftbe HOYS6 gf IW-
I 

• 
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pr ~en tatives, to wait upon the President and inform him 
that the two Houses \Vere organized, and ready to receive 
any communication Ihe might have to mal<e. 

enu tors Kaufmarl, McCrearey and Munson were appoiot
tl said commi,uee. 

A committee from the House of Representatives, HOIl. M. 
T. John~on, chairman, appeared and informeclthe Senate 
tll:l~ the House were organized and ready to proceetl to 
bu. 10 ss. 

On motion of Qenator .McC rearey, the Senate adJourneci 
until to-morro\\' at 9 o'clock, A. M. 

T UESDAY, June 17, 1 45. 

"';cnale met pur-uant to adjournment ; roll called ; quorum 
present; prayer by the Chaplain. 

Journals oftbe pteccdingday read and adopted. 
~ committee flOm the House, HOIl. J. W. Henderson, 

'hairman. appealcd and in\ ited tbe . pnate to a ~eal -,vithin 
t c ill"pr sClltutive Hall to rccei,-c tbe Message of' his Excel
lellCY tbe President, at 10 o'c;lock . 

... enator I\:uufman, Imirman of the committee appointed 
10 wait UpOl1 the 1 residelJt, reported duty performed. 

On motion of .... enator Pilsbury, tbe tanding Committees 
or the last sl':;sion were relained , 

)n motion of wcnalor GrimC'-, the ecretary was instructed 
10 inform til President tbat the tilnding Com mittees and 

fEeers of the last ses'ion nre retain d at thi- special session. 
enaLOr leer arey, hairman of the comm ill c appointed 

[0 wait upon the House, report d duty performed. 
o motion of '"'enalor reer, the enator from Bexar was 

placed upon the tanding Committees of the former enalOr 
from that di trict. 

On motion r Qenator Parker, the Senate repaired to tbe 
n presentative Hall, to receive tbe Message of His Excel· 
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lency the President, ancl the accompanying document', 
'which were read as follows: 

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, , 

W llshington, June 16, 184.5. ~ 

Gentlernen of the Sf'nate, 
and of the House of Representatives: 

I am happy to greet YOll on this interesting occasion, as the 
representatives of the people, again assembled m tile djscharge 
of your high and Important duties. The call 0 . an extraordi· 
nary session of Congress at this early day, by the Ex~cutivc , 
WaS not made without the most mature deliberation, atld a due 
reference to the great crisis which has arisen sillce your late 
adjournment, in tbe affairs of Texas, as well as the almost 
unanimous expression of public will, which took place 
throughout the country, in regard to the some. 

The Execlltive has now the pleasure to transmit to the 
Honorable Congress, for such action as they may deem suit
able, the proposiLions which have been made 'on tbe part of the 
United States to this Government, for the annexation of Te;{us 
ant! its incorporation as a Slate into that great and kindred 
confederacy; together with the correspond ence between the 
two governments, which has arisen out of tbe same. Thi 
correspondence, entering as it does, very fully into the views 
and sentiments of tbe Governments in qu estion, renders it 
unnecessary for the Executive to adt! (for the inlormation or 
consideration of Congress,) but lillIe thereto in reierence to 
the proposedl measure. 

The Executive bas much satisfaction in observing, wbat no 
doubt will forcibly arrest tbe attention of the Congress, that 
although the terms embraced in the resolut ions of the Onitf;d 
States Congress, may at first have appeare I Jess fays;'at1v... 
t ha~ was d~sirable for ~ex~s., that the 'Y~j'y liberal and mag
nal11mous VIews entertained by the President of tbe Unit d 
States towards Texas, and the promises made throuoh toe 
lepresentl~tive of that country in regard to tbe fUlure ~dvan
lages o. lie extended 10 . hell if she consent to tile [{foposed 
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union, render those ·terms much more acceptable than they 
would otherwise have been. 

The stale of public opinion, and the great anxiety of the 
people to act definitely upon the subject of annexation by a 
Convention of Delegates, induced the Executive to issue hi 
proclamation on tl-.e 5th of May, ull., recommending an elec
tion throllghout the Republic on the 4th of the present month, 
and to assemble in Convention, at the city of Austin, on the 
4th of July next. This recommendation has met the sanction 
of the citizens of Texas generally, and the D e puties in the 
several count ieE, so far as heard from, having bee n elected 
upon the basis proposed, it is confiJenLly expected tbe Con
vention \vill assemble at the time and place fixed upon. ;fo 
this Convention the question of Annexation and the adoption 
of a State Constitution, will properly belong; and they will 
determine the great question of the nationality of Texas, as 
to them shan seem most cOlH.ll1cive to the interest, b~ppil1ess 
and prosperity of the people whom tbey will represent. 

It is important that the "consent of the existing govern
ment" should be given to tb eir exercising the powers wlJidl 
have been delegatr.d to them, ill order to comply with 11 require
ment to tbat effect in the resoluti ons on the subject of 3.nncx
alien, passed by t11e American Congress. For this purpose, 
the preselH extraordinary session of the Congress of the Re
public of Texas has been convoked, and to its wisdom a's 11 co· 
ordillate Department, the Executive now submits the deterrni· 
untion of the malter. 

The services to be performed by the Convention: will be ar
duous, and will probably engage it for a considerable period of 
time j and tbe Executive would respectfully recommend to 
Jongress the propriety of making 11 uitable appropriation for 

tite payment of its members, as well as the officers it may find 
occasion to employ. 

The Executive has the pler.snre, in addition to presenting 
C0ngress the propositions concerning Annexation, to in10rm 
them, that certain conditions preliminary to 11 treaty of peace t 

upon the basis of n recognition of the Independence of Taxa. 
b,' Mexico, were ~igned on the part of the latter, at tbe city of 
11exico, on the 19th of May last, and were transmitted to this 
Government on the 2-d iost., by the Baron Alleye de Cyprey, 
Mlni ter Pleni potentiltry of his Majesty the King of the French, 
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~t that court, by the hands of Capt. Billot, H. B. M. Charge 
d'Affaires near this Government. In consequence of the sign-
109 of these preliminaries, the Executive believed it to be hilS 
duty in the recess of CongTess, to make the fact known to the 
people of T exas, end to declare and proclaim a cessati,on of 
hostilities between rr'exas and Mexico, until the same could be 
communicated to and acted upon by Congress and the Conven
tion about to assemble. A proclamation for this purpose was 
consequently issned on the 4th inst., a copy of whIch IS here
with tralJsmitted. These preliminaries bemg in the nature of 
a treaty, will, with all the correspondence in relation thereto, be 
forthwith communicated to the Honorable Scnate for its COll

stitutional advice, and snch action as in its wisdom the same 
shalt seem to require. 

The alternati ve of Annexation or Independence, will thus 
be placed before the people of Texas, and their free, sovereign, 
and unbiased voice, will determine the all-important issue land 
so far as it shall depend u pon the Executive to act, he will give 
immediate and full effect to the expression of their will 

His situation in regard to the important subjects now com
municated to Congress, has, since their late adjournment, been 
one of great delicacy und el11bal'rassmenl Qllestions of much 
difficulty have been presented for his determination, upon which 
the fate and welfare of the country depended, and without pre
cedent or constitutional guide for his governance, he has been 
obliged to assume in consequence, great and severe responsi
bilities. He trtl. Is, ho wever, that Oongress will approve !he 
course he has adopted, and by their enlightened counsels, re
jie e and direct bim in the course hereafter to be par. ned in 
relation to those 'q-ueslioils. 

The Executive is happy to announce to Congress, that Texas 
is at peace with the world; tbat with all foreign powers with 
whom we have had intercourse, friendly relations are main
tained. The different tribes of Indians on our borders, with 
whom treaties exist. have continned to observe the same with 

• 
good faith; and within the last few days, information has been 
received, that the only band of Comanches within onr limits, 
who had maintained until then n hostile attitude towards 
Texas, have sueu for peace, and expressed a wish to be permitted 
to come to Bexar to celebrate a treaty of friendship, which on 
1he part of this Government, has been complied with. 

The arrangements made at your regular session, for addi-
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tlOnal companies of rangers to be mustered into service,naye 
been carried into full effect, nnd have afforded adequate and 
very efficient protection to our frontiers. The receipts into the 
Treasury, have been sufficient to meet the various expenditures 
of the government. A specie currency has been maintained 
without difficulty, and nearly all the Exchequer bills which 
were in circulation at the peIiod of your late adjournment, bave 
been redeemed and withdrawn from circulation, and the Exe
cntive is happy to congratulate the Congress and tbe country, 
upon a state of peace, happiness and prosperity never before 
xperienced by 'l'exas, and rarely if ever equalled by w young 

a nation. 
[t only remains for the Executive to express an assnred con

fidence in your indi vidnal wishes to sustain the best interests 
of Texas, und the fervent hope that He who holds the destinies 
of men and nations in his hand, may crown your deliberations 
with his richest blessings. 

~ 

ANSON JONES. 

CORRESPONDENCE. 

[ll'.l1'. Donelson to Mr: Allen.] 

W ASBINGTON, Texas, March 3 J I 1845 . 

• 

The nndersign-ed, Charge d'Affaires of the United States, has 
tue honor to transmit herewith to the Hon. Ebenezer Allen~ 
Attorney General of the Republic of Texas, and charged ad. 
interim. with the direction of the Department of Foreign 
Affairs, the joint resolution which has been recently adopted 
by the Congress of the United States, for the annexation of 
Texas to the Union. 

This important measurre has thus been brought to the COD 

summation so confiwmtly anticipated. by the undersigned, in, 
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nis communication of the 10th December ltlst, to this Govern 
ment; and he trnsts that It may be received as a just response 
to the wishes of the people of 'rexas, al ike honorable to both 
countries, and worthy of the reciprocally national interests 
which have so long demanded it. 

It now remains lor tbe Government and people of Texas, by 
their acceptance and ratification of the provisions contained in 
this joint r.esolution, to finish the great work of annexation; 
and to assume their station as an independent, eqnal, and sove~ 
reign member of the American Confederacy, as soon as the 
constitutional requirements usual in the admission of new 
States, can be complied with, 

Anxiolls to execute the trll st devolved upon him by the reso
lution referred to, in tb e malJner best calclllated to secure its 
objects, a.nd with the least itlcol1veuiellce and delay to Texas, 
the President of the oiled States has instructed til e under
lIigned to inform this Government that he hns selected as the 
basis of the action yet necessary on the snbjc{ t, the first and 
second sections of the resolu tion leaving- out of view the re~ 
maining or third section . This last section, as the Bon. Mr. 
Allen is awure, was added as nn amendmetlt, and leaves op~ 
tional with the President u resort to the meaus it renles for all 
adjustment of th e terms of Annexation on a basis dIfferent from 
that offered in th e first and secoud sectiOlJs, which COllstltuted 
the bill as it originally came to the Se nate from tbe Honse of 
Represe n tati ves. It was dOll btJess ill tended to place in the 
hands of the President, the ~11eans of obviating- sllch objections 
as T exas might possibly make to tbe details of the propositions 
contained ill the two preceding seciiolls; bnt in. doing so) it 
complicates the pl'OC~SS, and is otherwise prod~l ctlve of disad· 
vantages so considerable, as to indllce the Presiden t not to rely 
upon it as the most appropriate or pl"l1cticable mode 01 securing 
to Texas a speedy admission into the Union. 

It is obviolls, that if the discretionary power contemplated by 
the third section were resorted to, the action on the part of this 
Government, which can now settle the ques tio n 0 1 annexation, 
would be deferred until the ne\\, negotiation to be made by 
eommissioners, or ministers, on the part of the respective Go
"Yernments, conld be known. Bllt this is not all. The negoti. 
ation thus made, even when ratified by Texas, would not be 
conclusive. It would still have to undergo a similar reference 
to· the Government of the United Sk1tes, where it would again 
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-be liable to alteration or amendment, and this in its turn neces
sarily referable b'lck again to this Government, might involTe 
the subject ill inextricable confusion, and conld not fail to be 
productive of dallger to the measure, and of irritation to those 
friendly relations in other respects, which so bappily prevalJ 
between the t W'O count.ries. 

Such difficl1lti es will be avoided by adhering to the proposals 
contained in tile first and second sections. By those proposals, 
the door is at once opened for tbe admis:sion of T exas into the 
Union in th e manner that has been cL1stomnry wilh the olher 
territories of the United Slates, varied ollly by lhe peculiar 
relations which the two Republics have mailltained as separate 
nations. If Texas now accepts those proposals, from that mo
ment she becomes virtu ally a State of the Ullion, because the 
faith of the U ll ited States will be pkdged for her admission, 
and the act of Congress necessary to redeem ti le pledae, is 
obliged to follow as soon as he presen ts a republican form of 
Government. All, tilen, that is necessary upon this basis, is 
for this GoVel'l1mcllt, after expre_ sing its <l sent to the proposals 
submitted to H, to call a convelltioll of tbe peoplp. to clothe 
their deputies with the rower necessa ry 10 amend their constl
tuti01l, and adapt the Governmell t crcated by it, to tile new 
circumstullces under which it will be placed by annexation to 
the Union. 

On tbe grounds therefore, of more directness and simplicity 
ill the proces , whereby time and nmcll cxpendltllre or money 
will be saved a.l1ll or the entire avoidance of all further risks 
resulting from poss ibl e differences attending eiIo]'ts to obtain 
terms more s llitable to the separate views 0(' th e respec.tive Go
vernmen ts it ha been th ought best by the President of the 
United States; as before stated to 1'e:;t the question on tlIe joint 
resolution, as it came from th e HOl1se of Repre elltatives, which 
contains propositions complete and ample, as an overture to 
Texas, and which if adopted by her, places the l'e-llnion of the 
two countri s beyond the possi bility of defeat. 

This great qllestion, then, is in the hands of TeA-as. It de
pends upon herself, whether slle will be rei tored to the bosom 
of the RepLlblican family, and, takillg her station with the other 
sisters of the confederacy, will co-operate with them in advaIl
cing the cause of free government; or whether, standing aloot 
from them, she is to fU 11 the hazards of a separate career, at a 
period in the nffairs of the world, when the friends of a differ-
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ent system of Government, are urged by the most powerrul 
motives to resist the extension of the republican principle. 

The undersierned doubts not that there are objections to thtl 
terms proposed, which, under ortliuary circumstances, ought to 
be obviated before a basis which admits them is adopted. Bllt 
the ci rCll mstances are not ordinary, and the objections, w beD 
weighed in the scale of importance, with (he magnitude of the 
interests involved in the Sllccess 01 tbe mea me, become secon
dary in theii' character, and. ma.y well be po Iponed, until the 
)latura) course of ~vents removes them. If annexation should 

ow be lost, it may never be recovered. A patriotic and letel
ligent peopl e, in tile pnrsnit of a l1lcasnre of f!etlerallltility, if 
they commit a part' al mistake, Of inflic t temporary injuries, were 
never knowll to fail in making the proper reparation. If they 
have, in this instance, made propo:'nl s of union to Texas, on 
terms which deprive her of meallS tb a t should be exclusively 
hers, to enable h er to pay tile debt contrac ted jn the war for her 
independence, it has been accidental' and no assurance from 
the undersig ned, can be ll eeded, to g ive vallle to the anticipa
tion, that sncll an error will be corrected, wh CI1eVel' it is com· 
municated to the Gov ernment of the United S lales . 

.It is objected that Texas, in slll'rcnd erin g lI er revenue from 
customs, parts with the ability to put illto etficient organization 
her State government. This objectioll mll s t rc:mlt from an 
undue examination of the expenditllres whi ch the U. States, 
on the other lland, will make ill the muny improvements neces· 
sary on the sea-coast of Texas, to protect and facilitate her 
commerce, in the removal of obstructions in her llumerOllS bay!> 
nod rivers, and in the military org;mizatiol1 necessary to guard 
her extensive frontier a.gaillst the inroads ot a {oreian enemy. 
When expenditmes for these and man yother internal objects 
nre drawn from the Treasury of the Union, and not from that 
of Texas, it will be seen that the remaining means for the sup
port of the Slate government, win 1J0t only be as erreat as they 
now are, bnt rapidly increased by the infltlx of population; and 
the growing capacity resulting from the superabundance of 
heir ricI! productions. 

'30 siso, 0\1 the part of the United States, it was objected that 
the cession of the unappropriated lands, ought to have been 
made by Texas, for a fair consideration, to enable the Federal 
Government to extend ber Indian policy over the various tribe. 
within her limits. The right to extinguish the IndIan title to 
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these lands, seems al,tnost a necessary eonscquence of the obli
gation to regulate the trade and intercourse with them and to 
keep them at peace with each other and with us i and' the ab
sence of ar.y prOViSlOl1 to this effect in the terms propo!ed con
stituted a serions ohstacle in the minds of many sinderely 
friendly to the me<snre~ Yet so strong- was the desire to put 
the qnestion beyond the possibility of d 'feat, and to leave with 
Texas tile means of di~charglllg' bel' lHtliolJul debt, that they 
nevertheless recorded their votes ill its favor. 

But referellce is made to snell objectiolJ<;, not to ascertain 
their justness 01' ulljustncss Oil this occusion; but to remark. 
on tbe part of the United State", that much was conceded to 
obtain the passage of the reso lutioll. Alld it W<lS also believed, 
that a like- spirit would illdllce Texas to overlook minor con
siderationsr relying Oll tbat high sense of honor and magnani
mity which governs both the people and the representa.tives of 
the United 'tates, to secure to her hereafter, all that she can 
reasonably desire, to pJ'nce her on the most favorable footing 
with the other members of tbe Union. It \Vas this belief, that 
mainly induced the Pre.icJent of the United State!; to give the 
instructions which have COlltrolled this communication from 
the undersiglled, adoptIng' as the basi of action, [or llOlshing 
the work of annexation, the joint resolution as it originally 
passed the Honse of Hepresf'1J tnli ves. 

With these observatiolls, the qneslion is now submitted to the 
Hon. Mr. AlLen, under tbe cOl1fi ent [lOpe that this Government 
will see the necessity of prompt and decisive actioll, whereby 
the measure may obtain tbe constitllti011ul sanction of Texai 
And the llndersiO'l1ed tukes this occusion to renew to Mr. Allen, 

expression of the distingnished consideration, with which . 
he has the honor to be, 

His very obedieClt servant, 
A. J. DONELSON . 

.. 
• 

• 
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TWENTY-EIGHTH CONGRESS, 

SECOND SESSION. 

'Begun and held at the city of Washington, in the District 
of Columbia, on Monday the second day of December, 
eighteen hllnured and forty-four. 

JOINT RESOLUTION, 

For annexing Texas to the Un'ited States. 

RESOLVED, by the Senate an I House of Representatives 
of the United Stutes of America, in Congress assembled. 
That Congress doth COl sent, that tbe terrilory, properly in
c!uJed within, and rightrullY belonging to tbe Republic of 
Texas, ma', be erected into a new Slate, to be called the 
8t te of Texas, witb a republican form of government, to 
be adoptcJ by the people of said Uep llblic, by deputies in 
convention assemb led, with th e consent of the existing 
government, in oreler that the same may be admitted as one 
OJ !" tbe tate" of this U Ilion . 

.2d . And be it further resol \'ed, That tbe foregoing consent 
)f Congress is given upon tbe [l)llowillg conditions, and with 

... he followillg guarantee,.:. to \ it: Fi,t'st, Said State to be 
formed, subjec t to the acJjustment by tbis government, of all 
questioils of boundary that may arise with other govern
ments; and tbe con~t illltio ll thereof, with the proper evidence 
of its auoplion by the peopl of saiJ Republic of Texas. 
sball be transmitted to til e Presidf'l1t of the United States, to 
bo lair! before Congress for its final action, on or before the 
first day of January, one tholl sanJ eight bundred and forty
six. Second: Said State, when admitted into tbe Union, 
after ceding to the United Slales all public edifices, fortifi
cations, barracks, ports and harbors, navy and navy-yards, 
(Jocks, magazines, arms, armaments, and all other property 



and means pertaitlil1g . to the pub:ic defence, beloning t .. 
the .aid Republic of Texas, shall retain all the public 
funds, debts, ta:tes, and dues of every kind, \vhich may 
belong to or be due and owing said Republic; and shall also 
retain all the vacant and unappropriated lands lying wilhm 
its limits, to be applied to the payment of the debts and lia
bilities of said Republic of Texas; and the residue- of sni<f 
lands, after discharging saiLl debts and liabilities to be die~ 
posed of as said State may direct; but in no e\tent a.re said! 
debts and liabilities to become a cbarge upon. the Govern
ment of the United States. 71kiriF:- New Stales of conve
nient size. not exceeding four in number, in adtlition to said 
Elate of Texas, and bav;ng sufficient population, may here
after, by the consent of said Stale, be fOrmed out orlbc terri 
tory thereof, wh-~ch, s~a;1I' be entitled' to admissiolil under tho 
provisions of the Federal Constitutic:H1. And such Slates a. 
may be fC)rmed ocrt of that portion o·f saId territofY lyiOrg south 
of thirty-six degrees thirty min~~es, north ]alb~LJJe, com
monly known as the Missouri Compromise Line, shall be ad
mi'lle·d into the Union , wltb or without s lavery. , as the people 
of each Slale asking admissio n ma.y desire . Anu in such 
Stale or States as shaH be rormee! out of said terrjlory, north 
of said Missouri Compromise Line, slavery or involuntary 
servitude, (except fo'r c'rim e,) sha11 be prollihited. 

3d. And be it further reso[vec1, 'I hat if the President of 
the United States shall in his judgment anu uiscrelion, deem 
it most advisable, instead of proceecl)~1g to submit the fore
going to the Republic of Texas, as an overture on the part of 
the UOlted States for admission, to negotiate with that Re-" 
public; Then, be it resolved , that a Sf.ale, to be formed out of 
the present Republic of Texas, wrth suilable extent aod 
boundaries, and w~lh two representatives in Congress, until 
the next apponiollment of Representation, shall be admilt~d 
into the Union, by virtue of this act, on an equal footing w~th 
the existing States, as soon as the terms and conditions of' 
such admission, and the cession of the remaining Texian. 
territo 'Y to tbe United Stales shall be agreed UPQ!l' by t.he 
Government of Texas an-d the United Stales: Ana thal th • 
• um of one hundred thousand dollars be, and tl~e same i.. 
bereby appropriated to defray the expenses of missionl sCi! 
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Mgotiation!l, to agree upon the terms of said adroi!lsion and 
cession, either by treaty to ue submitted to the Senate, or by 
articles to be submitted to the Houses of Congresit, al the 
Preaideot may direct. 

J. W. JONES, 
Speaker of the H. of Rep. 

WILLIE F. MANGUM. 
President pro tempo're of the Senate . 

.lpproved" March lst, 1845.. 
. JOHN TYLER. 

• 
• 

[Mr. Allen to Mr. Donelson.} 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE, Washington, ' 
on the Brazos, April 14, 1846. 

The undersigned, Attorney General of the Republic of 
Texas, charged ad interi7r6 with the direction of the Depart
ment of State, has the hOQor to acknow ledge the receipt of 
the note addressed to him under date of the 31st uI.Limo, hy 
the Hon. Mr. Donel'son, Charge d' Alfaires of the United 
States, &c. &c., transmiuing the Joint Resolution recently 
adopted by the Congress ot' the United States, relating to 
the annexation of Texas fo the Federal Union, and informing 
this Government that His Excellency the President of the 
United States has selected the fiTst and second: sections of the 
Resolution as the oasis of action yet necessary to be had on 
'he subject leaving out ef view the l1emaining or third 
lection. 

The President of this Republic has 1!ea!!l wiltth deep intere!t1 

che propositions contia.i.nedr in Mr. Dooelsonls communicn
lion, the .lieason whieh induced the Pliesicrent of the Uni
ced States to- select the proffel:ed ba{j~T and the lueid. expij,. 
_\!QD of the views, di3positio.oo and in.~enlioni Ci)f the 
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government and p.eople of th!'lt Union respecting this Rt? 
public, and the nghts and lOterests of her citizens and 
government connected with the terms of tbat basis, and the 
new and interesting relations proposed to be eventually con
summated lhereby, as presented in the llOle referred to; and 
notwithstanding the great physical prostration occasioned by 
a severe attac k of illness, which has confined the President 
for the last ten days to a bed of sickness, he has given to the 
contents of Mr. Donelson's [lole tbe consideration due to 

• 

their great imporLal1ce, viewdd in conli/eclion with their pro-
bable influence upon the future destiny of this nation. 

The inlimate acrplailHance of Mr. Donelson with the in
stitutions and orgallic law of this Republic, renders it unne
cessary for the undt>rsigned to make known to him, that the. 
President is not clothed with the power either of accepting or 
reJecting the terms of the proposition presented by the note 
referred to. Under sucb circumstances, he is impelled by a 
sense of the high dUlies of his station, at so important a 
juncture, to call to his aid the assembled representatives of 
the people, and to aV.iil himself of tbe benefits of their coun
sel and deliberations touching the important matters com
municated by Mr. D., to whom the undersigned has the 
honor of an lJotlllci n g under the instruct ions 0 f his Excellency, 
that he has determined at an early day to convene the Con
gress of lbe Republic, when he will lay befure tbat honorable 
nssembly, f,n its conSiUf'ralion and action, the note of tbe 
Hon. Mr. Donelson, and tbe Joint Resolution therewith 
transmitted. 

In communicating whicb, the undersigned avails bimself 
of the occasion to renew to Mr. Donelson tbe assurance of 
the high regard with \vbieh he has the honor to remain, 

His most obedient, faithful servant, 
EBEN'R ALLEN . 

• 

• 



• 
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[Mr. Donelson to .. ~r . .AUen.] 

LEGA.!J'ION OF THE UNITEn &r~TES, 
Washington, ~Texas,) April 16, 1846. 

The undersigned. 'Charge d'Affaires of 11e U nited States, 
hall the honor to acknowledge the receipt 0f the note ad
-dressed to him on the 14th inst., by the Hon. Eben'r Allen, 
A.ttorney General of the Republic of Texas, charged ,ad in
terim with the direction of the Department of State, in an
swer to that of the untiersigned, transmitting the proposals 
from tue United States for the .admission of Texas into the 
Union. 

The determination of the President to convene the Con
gress of the Republic ot Texas at an early day. for the pur
pose of consulting with that body as to the deliberation and 
action due to these proposals from the United States, is what 
the undersigned expected. The consummation of tbis im
portant measure, changing as it will, the organic laws of tbe 
Republic, necessarily requires the ratification and direction 
of tl.e people, nnder sucb forms as the existing Government 
may recommend; and the undersigned is happy to say to tbe 
Hon. Mr. Allen, that this iniliary step, so promptly taken by 
this Government, will not fail to be gratifying to the Presi
dent of the Uni ted States, who will see in it an assurance 
that, if the proposals for tbe re:'union of the two Republics 
are adopted, tbe changes made neces.sary thereby in the 
present Constitution and Government of Texas, will be 
effected wit·h the calmness ,and deliberation becoming the 
important subject. 

And the undersigned takes pleasure ':io renewing to Mr. 
Allen assurances of the great regard with which he has the 
,bonorto subscribe bimsel~ 

His obedient servant, 
A. J . DONELSON. 



• 

[.Mr. Allen-to Mr. Donelson.] 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 

Washington, Texas, May 19, 1846. 

• 

The under5igned, Attorney General of · the Republic of 
Texas, charged ad intc1"im with the tl,irection of the Depart
ment of State, respectfully invites· the allention of the Hon. 
101r. Donel son, Mi nis ter Charge J'Aff'aires of the U. States 
near this Government, to the following considerations re-

pectlng the interests of the two countries, whether viewed 
in the existing attitude of th ei r mutual relations, or in that 
of their probaule and prospective L:onnections. 

It cannot have escaped th e notice of th e Hon. Mr .. Donel
son, that, from the tenor of the late communication of Gen. 
A lmun te to the President of the United States, when de
munding his passports as 1\linister PIE'nirotentiary and Envoy 
Extraordinary of the Government of Mexico, T exas is still 
claimed by the latter as one of its departments, and tbat bel
ligerent measures are threatened to mnintain this claim; al.so, 
that from the new paper accounts of tbe termination of all 
diplomatic intercourse with tbe American 1\1ioi'ter at ~lex
ico, the same belligerent attitude is manifested Ly a circular 
alleged to have been acldressetl to tbe representatives of 
England and Frntice at that court. 

From the tone of these manifestos, a new in vas ion of the 
territvry of Texas may rea sonably be apprehe nded, if Lho 
proposals lately received from the United Slates for the an
nexation of Texas to the Federal Union should be accepted 
by Texas; of which result the sure inc.lications of the popu
lar \vill, exhibited from the various po rtio ns of the Republic, 
present to th e mind an assurance so strong, as Lo challenge 
conviction, and leave scarcely a possible room for doubt. 

For th e reasons suggested, th e untlersigned Jeerns it his 
dULy respectfully to inquire of Mr. D onelson whether, under 
such ci.rcumstance2, calcula ted to excite tbe reasonable ap
prehensions of the people of Texas, and especially to disturb 
the tranquillity of the settlements along her western froll-
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rier~, it would not be al'ike proper and consistent for the U .. 
States \,I) extend its protection to this Republic? 
T~e people of Texas would regard the presence of tbe 

requisite force on their fronliers in no other light tban as a" 
act of justice and friendship, properly accorded during tbe 
pendency of the measures in prog ress for ann exation, and 
[tg an indication of the aid justly clue them in the compietio!'} 
of t be constit utional steps ye t necessa ry to t\Jeir admission 
HltO tb e Union . 

The pe rforman ce of th e conditions relluired by the niled 
Stutes of Texas, in act ing UPOll the terms of the overture for 
Clonexat,ion, necessarily subjects the people of this Republic 
\0 very onerOllS expenses, ttJ e burtben of which operates 
with Car greater sevel ity In consequence of the l1on~payment 
tlf tbe sums duc to this Governml"nt from the UniteJ S ta tes 
fo r clnims arising in the case of .... nively and tbe collectoral 
dj~trict of Red River. 

The undersigned cannot for a moment ente.rtain the belief 
that the Uniled , tates will require that Texas slHlll alone 
flustain these btJrthens; and spC'clally in the event of n. 
renewal of tbe war by Mexico, Ih,lt tbis llepuLlic will be 
expected [0 bear xclusively its uurtilens; since, in reality, 
such a war would be hastened allel occasioned by the <1cts 
anti aimed at tbe interests no less of the llilecl tltales than 
o f Texa s. 

To this subject ttJe llnd ers.ignetl has by the direction of 
fhe President, solicited the a,tlenlion of the Han. Mr. D. and 
liaS been authorized uy him to say that. in case of the antici
pated emergency, the pa~sage of the nited Slates troops 
through the Tcxi,1n Terrilory to its ,,'-estern frontier, will be 
welcomed and fi:tcililated b the 0115t11 uted authorit Ies as 
welt as by the people oftiJis country. 

The und ers igned renews to .l\1r . Donelson tbe assurances 
of his dis tinguished consid eration and regard, and remains 
lbji mnst obedient servant. 

EBEN'R ALLEN . 

• 



[Mr. ![jJollelson to Mr. Allc".) 

NEW OnLEANs, May 24th" 1'8~ 

The undersigned, Charge d' Affair-s 0f the Un.i~ed Statei-., 
bas bad rhe h0nor to receive the note 0£,lbe Hon~ MI!". Allen-. 
Attorney GeneraL .0f the Republic of 'i!'.e:xa.g, .charged ad l~
te1'im with the direction of the Depanl1'l'l1mt .of Stale,-datf'd tb 
19th inst., io which he slates the cO!h1iderations UP('IO which 
be thinks it proper that Texas shol:llal .receive the pro.tecLion 
of the United lates, sh0uld MeKi,oo <carry into effect iher 
hostile declarations in cons6guence ·of :the acceptance by 
Texas of the pruposu.ls subm.itteCil 'by the United States for 
her admission as one of t:he Sta·tes of .the Union .. 

In reply to this note of t.he Hem. M,r .• Aller.l, a copy <If 
which has been forwarJed to the Department of State at 
\Vashington City, the undersi,gGed taJ{CS pleas'l:lre in stata,ng 
that be has not a doubt tbe requisite instrwctions will be im
mediately issued by tbe President of the United States or 
securing to the westenn froOlier of Texas full protection 
agninst any invasion tbat may be threatened 0r attempted hy 

.Mexico, under tbe cir.cumsla!Jces stated. Tbere is already 
~ 

a considerable force concentrated on the portion of the fron-
tier of th e United Slates, adjacent to tbe territory of Texas, 
anci also an. increase of th e naval force in the Gulf of Mexico. 
In tbe event of the renewal of <the war against Texas9 on 
account of her determination to become a member of tbe 
Federal Union, this force can be readily brought to act in 
defence of Texas, and tbe undersigned doubts not it will be 
so orde~ed to act, if tbe exigency arises -so reasonably anti· 
cipated by the Hon. Mr. AHen. 

'rhe ,undersigned ad mits the justice of the remarks made 
by tbe Hon Mr. Allen in relatioA to tbe extraordinary expen
ses thrown upon Texas by the steps necessary to execute 
the provisions of tbe Joint Resolution of the United States. 
Under nearly similar circumstatlces, tbe United States have 
borne "the eI'Kpcnses incurred by their territorial. governments, 
and it may be confidently anticiJ!>ated that the same liberality 
will be extended to Texas. 



In respect to the claims arising in the cases of Snively 
a.nd the revenue dlstFict 011 Red River, which were recom
mended for payment by. the President to the last Congreii9 
(!If the United States, the undersigned uoubts not that the 
most ample provision win be made by the next Congress. 
The Hon. Mr. Allen is· aware ofi the circumstances which 
ofteu 'prevent action on 'claims, e""en when they are favorably 
reported up.on by appropriate committees, in time to bring 
them within the provilliol1s of law, and secure their payment 
by the proper accr.lUntiog officers j such, in all probability, 
was tbe case in this· ins-lance. 

But conc6rning tLese claims and the extraordinary expen
ses to be incurred by '.UeX'as in the extra session of her Con
gress and Convention r and also concerning other inconve
niences to which she may be Si.Jbjected bYllthe acceptance of 
the proposals for hel' admission . ioto the Union, the under
s.igned will address anot1ier· communication to the Hon. ~lr. 
Allen, in which · he trusts- a ' mode will be suggested for their 
disposition which will' be entirely sat is factory to Texas; and 
in the mean ' time the ' undersigned has the hon ol" to renew to 
lin-. Allen assurances- of tbe g.real respect Wilh which he 

• 
rematns 

His mostlobedient servant, 
A. J. DONELSON_ 

-

fiAti-. DonelSon to .;,\[r. Allen.]' 

LEGATION. OP THE UNITED S'.cATES, ' 

'Vaillington, June 11th, 1 -45. 

111 e· unclel"Signed, Charge d' Affaircs of the United State + 
referring to his note of the 24th ult., in answer to that of the 
19th,from the Hon. Mr. Allen on the subject of the protee
lion which, under certain emergences, the Uni ted Slates 
would be expected to aflord 'Dexas, has now tbe satisfac tloll 

f. replying more.. explicitly,. in conformity to inslruc\ioD~ 



~nich he bas received from the President of the United 
tates. 
Reciting several indications or the belligerent in~enlions 

of Mexico, tbe Han. Mr. Allen remarks, that" a new inVll
si n of tbe territory of Texas may be reasonably appre
hended, if the proposals lately reep.ivecl from the United 
States for the annexaLioo of 'l'exas to the Federal Union 
sbo uld be accepLed by Texas, of \ biery. result the sure indi
cations of the popular will, xLibitecl I~om the various por
tions or the Rep ublic, present to the mind an assurance (} 
strong us, to challenge conviction, and leave scarcely a p03si
ble room for doubt"; and afler rurther askiug \,'helher, under 
unuer such circum-rances, so well calculaLed to ~isturb thtl 
tranquility of the settlements along the western fronLier or 
Texas, it would not be proper lor the nited Stutes lp extend 
to them proLecLion, be adds, tl at " the people of Texas would 
regard the presence of Lbe requisite force on tb ei r frootier in 
no other light tban n,s an acL ot jllslice alld friendship properly 
aocorded during the pendency of the measures in progress 
f~)r annexation, and as an indication of Illr aid justly due 
them io the completion of the constitutional steps yet 
llecessary to their admission ioto the Union." 

• 

_'\nclthe Hon. Ir. Allen also re~narks, after enumerating 
some of tbe- bllrlbens whicb are tbro\vn upon l't'xns III eoo
<;ell1cnce of bel' Get ion upon lhe J[lint ltesolutioll for her 
admission as a "tulc inLo tbe Federal Union, thut he " canlloL 
itl!" a moment ntcrtain the belie{~ tbal the United 'tat swill 
require thal Texas shall alone sllswin LbesE: burtneJls; and 
·'Il!cinlly ill the e ent of tbe r newal 0[' the war by l\lexico, 
that this 1 epublic will be expec ted to bear' exclusively it. 
ljurt~ ens, since, in reality , suc.:b a war would be hastened 
\tnd occasioned by the ::telS and aimed at the interests, 1 II 

le33 of tbe Unitec..l"lates tban of Texa'." 
In answer to the application tbus made fi1r the employ

/Dent of the troops of the United . taleS on the frontier 
of Texa '. the undersigneu is authorized to, say that n SOO[1 

as til xisting Government and the Convention of T exn .. 
~ball have accepted the te rm3 of annexation now under 
thei r consideraLioll, tbe Prcsidt!nt of th t:: United . 'lales will 
iuen conceive it to be both his right and his duty. to emploJ 



• 

iha army in defending this Stale against the attacks 01' any 
foreign power; and, that this clef nee may be prompt1y anel 
efficiently given, should tbe anlicip~ted emergency arise 
rentlerin6' it neces~ar'y, the undersigned is also authorized to 
~ay, that a force consisting of three: thousand men, placed 
upon the bortler atljacent to Texas, will be prepared to :lct 
without a moment's uc lay, witliiu the territory of Texas, as 
circumstallces may rC'C[uire, so as be~t to repel invasion. 

The President of' the Onited Slates fcels in alltlleir force 
the obligations which enjoin upon bim as a sacrecl uuty the 
Jefence of' Texas, aft I' she sh all have accepted the condi
tions which lJave heelJ submitted, for her anmission into the 
Onion, in accnrdance with a solemn re'olulion of Congress. 
An assault upon her just right;;, fin tbis cause and under such 
circumstances, will be <111 assault upon the TJnited States, 
and it will be f~lt the more k (,Idy, becalJse it will involve -the iuea that the Uoit 'd tate5 Can be made to ab~l1don Lbe 

• 

injunctions ",[, guod l'iith from tbe (car ot' tbe arms of a [i)T-
• 

elgn power. 
AI~hough ' TexQs may not actually be a Slate of:.lJe Federal 

Union, unlil the new Constitution she is about to make may 
be corr:pleted and thell accepted by the Congress of tbe 
United Slales, in th e manner that has been customa ry with 
the new tutE'S now in the UIlio!l, vet it cannot be denied 

¥ 

that whilst she is prosecuting witb sincerity the work neces-
s ry on bel' part 10 off. ct tbis objcct, she possesses tbe r~hts 
of a flate so fi.lr as to b entitled to pn)tection, Ifshe accepts 
nnd executes ~he provisions of til e tWO tirst sections of the 
Joint Resolution now befi1re her, and tbat she will, tbe Hon. 
'Mr. Allen assures rhe underssigned there is scarcely a po~sl
ble room for doLlbt, she will be bet\""\'i:\t the period of bel 
doing so, aQd that of formal ad mission by (be passage of tbe 
usual declaratory law, in the same silllution tbat many or the 
present rates of ·tbe Union were when they ·had complied 
with tbe preparatory or prelimio' ry conditions rE:quired by 
Congress, 'but were not yet·actua lly!received into the family oC 
States. Like those tates, she will have ful'fil1ed all the 
requisitions df Oongress; ane.! in re spect 10 the dissimil:Hity 
iLl situntion. growing out of her previoos separate nationality , 
'Lhc; only effect ceo be to increase, if this were po:,~ible! the 



obligation upon Congtl'ess. to pass the pledged law for her 
lldmission, because in exehanging her nationalitv for tbat of 
the "Ul'IIllm (l plur:ibus" ovthe F'ederal.liJnion, she will have been 
iubject.ed to gl1eater burthens , and in case of disapPointment 
would suffer more ill hell social and political relations. 

In considering Texas tben as a Slate,. after she sball have 
accepte'd the conditions, now under ber consideration and 
a,etion, annexing he r LCi) tbe U'nion, so far at least as to be 
entided to proleGLion against the attacks of any foreign 
nation, the President of tbe United States can have assumed 
no ques.tionable power;. and it is gratifying to know tbat its 
exercise will be as. MceplabletQ tbe GOTerument and People 
of Texas- as it is. c(ilnsistent with, the princi pJes of justice and 
Ule high dictates. Qfbonor and patriotism. Blll tbe under
signed trusts tbat the emergency, now so threatening as to 
rende r neoessary the 'preparation of an armed force to act 
wit bin tbe limits of Texas, may yet disappear, and tbat the 
\neasure of annexation may be COnSUfl,1matecJ. in p,eaee. It is 
difficult to anticipate a differ.ent conclusion for a measure 
wbich seems 10, be as necessary to the rest Qrat io n o£ order 
~nd security to Mexico, as it is to the preservation of the reci· 
procal interests. of 'Eexas and, the IDnited States; but if it 
Gannot· be carried into effect peaeea,bly, in Gonsequence of the 
opposition made to ,it biY Europeau governments, the motives 
for adhering to it ate not tbe less strong. 

If Texas cannot be allowed to enjoy the blessings of: peace 
anci.4'J. ndependence, as. one of the sov.ereigp members of the 
American Union, without asking permission of Mexico or of 
the monarchies of Europe, the fact is worth, volumes of argu· 
lDent in eXiplaining the duty of those \'\'ho are struggling to 
maintain a sy:stem of guvernment foundecJ; on tbe will and 
(>ontr01leJ bJ the authori1y of. tbe people. 

The United, States did not seek to influence the action of 
Texas, whose free will first proposed the measure of annex
ation. On the contrary, history will record the event as new 
in the annals ofnatipns. that the Bnited! States,.avoitling the 
vractice of alll)ost .. all the great powers. of the world, majn~ 
uined a position Otlllhis question so suoordioala,t!Hhe senti
ment of respect for even, lheprejuwces of Mexiao,. that tbey: 
fur many. years liC(usea. to, ~Q~ it,. ng,( did. 1bltl' sanctloDJ 
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the measure at last, until it became apparent that jts longer 
Jilostponernent would inflict an injury upon both Texas and 
themselves, which could not be recollciled with a sincero 
desire to· sustain tbe Republican cause. Yet no sooner is 
this measure.,. so long delayed, and decided upon, afLe.l1 being 
iubjecte<;ll to all tbe lests. which could free it from misa,ppre
hen-ion and prejudice, brought within the reach of the pe0!Jle 
of the two· countries,. and wilh a unanimilY on the part of 
'fexas a,lmost entire, than she is told she must abandon it, 
Qr otbellwise take the alternative of a war. For such sub· 
8tantiall!y is the proposilion now brought for-word under the 
auspices of the French and Ellglisb Go ernments, by which 
MexLc0 at length agrees to re ognise :.l,e ' incJcp~n ience of 
Texas, provid'ed,she will bind herself. noll to change her sepa
rate oationalily. 

The undersigned feels authorized to.aoverl to the aspect 
given l(}.this question bg th e recen t aClion or the Mexican 
Government, because of its n e~essarJ COt1IJeCtion with the 
emergency anticipated uy this Government, and made the 
basis of the request for the emploJrnenl of the troops of the 
United States within the Limits of r17e><a . . ACter a solemn. 
resolution oC t.he Congress oft the Uoi lecl ..:tal s has pledged 
the faith of tile Wnion, to Vile admission of Texas as a State. 
on conditions which, are satisfactory, and which she is- about 
{.O execute with, une.~ampled unanimily, she receives an offer 
of indcpendenG6 under the au pices of the English aod 
French Mlini lers,. with a proviso that she will never, anne::t. 
l'lerselfto any. other ::State. 

Under sucli l circumSlan6es it may. be unneces-sal'Y, but it 
C'ttnnot be indelicate or improper, 00 the part of. tHe under
iigned, wnfm he declares to tbis Government tbat whilst the 
IDnited, States-are incapable of any exped ient to take from the 
l!ction of 'rex -as the mer,itJ of, a free and' unbiased choice, they 
are yet eqpaHy incapable of being· driven frolO the support of 
obligations which have been or may be aontracled by such 
action, no matter under what auspices 01' by what preteXli 
luch an attempt may be made. 

That this proposition from Mexico would be eRforced as 
a .restraint upon the sovereignty of Texas, if the power 
aris,tedtoldo s.o"is demonstraled,by' all , the circumslanae.s-ofi 



'it! a doption. The Minister of the For ign Affairs of M :\1Ce., 

~ben ~al<i,nq for the nlllboriz~tio~ 0(' t~le Chamb rs to 0('(;0-

IlOn W~t11 fe:ns, on tbe ba"ls of be r lndepen ietlcP, at ttlP, 
same time declared lhallhe army on tbe HiD ' 'r<lode would 
be re inforc~d, ~n ( l lbe agency that ob~ainec.l a'nd rougbt 
back to tillS 'Gov rnmcnl the ueclaralloll lhal the door i. 
open for the negotiation of a definitive trent uelw en the 
two nation, broughl al~() the l"ormaluotiticotion that this door 
will be closed ::tg'un if Te.'n" COlJ"euLi> in an manner to tbe 
Resoluli ol ras'3etl by th e Congress of th e uiled ._tates, on 
the subject or annexatinn . 'rhus i3 it made dj(ljcnlt fiJr 
Te,-us, c \'en hnd hE'r judgll1C'l1tled her to rC'jrct tlt e o\'erlure 
for he r ad li~sion inw the Federal Union, to al:ccpt the pro
positions from :\lexico, without illcurring the imputation of 
being awed by an arlnecl force I,cpt avowedly UpOI1 her fron
tier to commrllce ilo5tilitic" it' her Jeei. -ion should be dil1er
~nt from thal pIP;::t:tilwd flI t" bel'. Nor is tlJi!; dilliculty 
Jesscnetl bec:1.'lse it h:15 cOllllected with it I be kiud ol:Jces of 
tbe Government- or Frallce and GrecH Dlltain. Yie\ 'ed if! 
it.> best aspect it ~ ltow;; thaL I). shackle upon til pres nt find 
pro'peclive j'(.!.ltioIlS r.f Texa;:;, in ddi.1I1Ce ,.(' Iter i'OV 'r i!:?n 
will, is rc"ol "ed upnn lJ, others, not to s: lisfy l\lexico-.,
because siJe, in re("ogniziug tbe indepenu nl'e of 'fl' ~, 
admits her in::1bility \0 place th i..: rcsLruint UP0;) il, uut 10 
sali I'y olhc>r and din~'rc()L illlere;:;t~ . 

• 

""'hen it i' cOll-iderp,i that Texas, after nine 'ear' of 
actual independen ce, is fill" morl"! alJte tbun be wn at fir t 

to maitlL:!!n it, nnd lhat th is fact is well kncH'Vn to Fnlllc an i 
Enaland, holding' rJ" they do, dif.>lomatic relation' \\ itb both 
Mexico and Texas, th~s allempllo estnbli~h a 'otl<Jilioll ul'on 
tbe sovct"Piantv of T e·xns , will attract tbe attentioll or th ,., -
world. Did it ~land alone, unconnected with the law of tho 
United tates 011 the lIlJjecL of anne. ati n, it 'ould not out 
excite dee npprehen ~ i on of all who respect tb e lual right ot 
nation I bllt cot'llemplated as an aUE'lIlpt to subvert the prin
c,jple which lies at the foundation of popular government, it 
N.ssum es. an imRortance th at must touc h the hea rt of ev r! 
lL1yer or freedom. 

All who have any knowledge ofl11e scate of the annexati 
-4;J1.le.lion, mu 1 see that tbe condition upon ~tho sover~jgol 



or T exas ,proposed by Mexico, applies in an equal degree tt!t 
t118 sovereignty oftbe Feeleral Union, if Texas chooses to 
become a pal t of it. \Vhat then cnll be the moti ve fC)J" sut:h 
I1n oiler, with the penalty, il" it be rejf'cted, Df war denounced 
upon both tbe United Stat s aIld 'l'pxas, when thc very ofier 
8.dmits the ina,l:;ililY of Mexi('o to enli)rc.:c sue!J a penalty UPOIl 
Texas alone? \'Vas it th :ll 'l'exa .' , llboulto form and express 
bcr determination UpOll the proposals suhrnillNlby tile Ulli 
ted Stales (or her odmi 'sion into Ihe rederal Ullion, could not 
be leLi to reject them froilJ all u[>pJ'ehen.:;ioll of 'olltinueci war 
with l\Ie:it:o, b ill. migltt be soleLi il"to [his nppreh Ilsion ould 
be added tbat of immediate war In; twcen the UnilC'u • 'tat .5 

ncl the great Ellropeun power lb at bas c1wri"hed witb so 
mllciJ zeal the hope that '!' I'.'a.' would pr<"crve be l' separate 
nalionality? \Vith thi s nbjf't:t i l l vie\\', illC most efIcctual 
mode of promot in g it \\,:1S II) gi\'e uoldllf'SS to the de!1a nce 
hurled by Mexico at the Uuil. d ~1:.t('S. 111 rroportion 10 b r 
inubility to ('Xl cll te III r threal' \\'Oldd <l ri, > the probability 
tlrat sho could Ilot 111.\'e sf'ri'lllJ,v prnpoiWc\ a limit"ltion UpOl1 

the so\'ereig'JiY o( bOlh ,[ f'X ~I" aIld t b~ nil! d :Stat's, UIJUC1' 

1 he kiut! au:,pice' of t\\ 0 or I he lllll _t po \\'crt'u I mOlJ;lIch:e', 
\\ it!tout baving sowe causc to e.'pect their aid in InainwilJillg 
• 

It. 

'Pbe unclF'rsi gned repls llr h i:!h re ponsibili tj be take ,> 
wIl en be asc rib t:'s to Ibe ag"lll;; of otf or gOH!rntnC'tl ts a desi"lI 
toillrtuence tbetipcisiot1 oI'Tl'xu' IIPOIlIII' CJ lostion of annex
ution, by means lhul arC' lilr l'igll to its merit, ; but he is U'
(uiuou by tho deve[opptncu t;; tilal arc made <1S the time (ill' 
til' express ion ot llll ' Of- 'i .. ioll arproaches. it ,:va' his dUly 
ill looking at the slate of thing.; \\ I!i <.:h ira;; JUSI i(jed the Presl
d III of titi' IteplJulic, ill mal\illg ;:J pplicall(JIl lilr lbe lilf(; of 
th e nite.d Stules to prolect her J'IOIl1 invasion, whilst sb 
is rxccutin.g the compact wllicli is to make her a part of'the 
Ullioll, nol to pass unnoli(;eci th e feature in th~ action ot' 
Texas \ hieh will secur to it the ndmiration oftbe world. 
The mnnifestnti" ll'ofberwish and determinaticm to be r tor
I'd 10 the bosom of the lleptlulican f"amily have been unchang
t<i by lhe uenllllcialions of" war, and havp. been expressed iu 
o.ppnsilion tl) most artflll atlempts to creatc a doubt ab lH 
.the final ac{ion of the Congress of the United tilules in ~H ;. 



Shlg the law yet necessary. for her ad'mission into the Union~ 
80 gt!nerous a cnnfidance' is worthy of a people who valu6 
the blessings of freedom,. allC~ cannot be disappointed. As 
lure as T exas accepts the ~I'()posals for her annexation to the 
Union , anu. adopts a republiaan form of government not in
compatible in its rrovisions with the Constitution of the 
United Stal·s;. so sore will the G:ongress of the Un ited 
btates, \¥hich bas never yet violated its engagements, declaro 
Texas to· be a St1Le ( J f the Union, with alllhe sovereignty, 
rights and ' privileges OL allY other 'tate . 

The undersign d, .io ,&ubmitling these obse rvations on the 
eharacter of the proceedings on. the part of Mexico to defeat 
unnexation, is [<1.4' from intimating a.. qpestion of the course
pursued by His Excellency the li'resident of this Republic 
0[) the u~j ct. As the Executi-ve <Yhier. Magistrate, he hae 
received with kindness and courtesy the views of the Un ited 
States, and· he bas suhmitted. their J loint Resolution to tho
people and' ConaJess· of! 'lIexas with a prompt avowal of his 
willingness to c}"'el,;uta tlHeir decision upon tb<>m. In feeli ng 
it to be bis dULY. Lo be eqpally bOlJllti to respect tbe proposals 
of other gove l nmeots, offered in , te rms of kindrtess and affect
illg the highest interests of, his-country, the Ullited tat s, far 
from complailling, will rather be gratified thal thus T xas 
will have been. affordedl all tbe means· of an enlightened . , 

JU(lgmcnl . 
The under'&igned ' renews to the Hon. Mr. Allen, ass urances 

of th e hig.b rrt'gll rd \\ ilh. whiah he rema ins his obed ient 

A. J. DONE LSON. 

[:i\-rr. IJ)bnclson to lIlr. Allen.] 

L E GATION OF T H E UNITE D S TA'.l'E S, ( 

Washington, (Te.xas,) June 13, 1845. ~ 

• 
The ulld'ersigned, Charge dt Affaires of the United State~. 

»0. the honor to invite the attention or the Hon. Mr. A lleo 
IQ tho alleged obj{:ctions which exist lO. the p,rop,osala coo r ' 
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:lai'ned I.n the Joint Resolution for It/he -a~lne~ation of lI'-en!l flO 
{be Union, and to the expenses -wlhicb are inieparable frOth 
'her acceptance and executJl0tl of the e lr>ro.p0sa\s. 
I It was the object of the .lIll'1dersigmed w/ben he first pre
.ented the Resolution. to shew the propriety -of 3<.lhering to 
its first and second sections .as the basis of a,rqnexation, leaT-

' ing out of view as impractica,lDle and inexpedlient ·its third or 
last section. Fu ri her refieclJi0.n con firms t,he corr ectoess or 
that position, and it is now c0t1ceded that the course adopte(J 
i the one most acceptable to Texas herself: Both in th~ 
Ut.ited tates and here, alllDarlies seem to have come to the 
conclusion that on the basis of the first and &econd sections 
the proposed union ought to take place, and that i t is hetl T 

o leave tbe correction of such defects as tbey may contain 
to future r ... egislative agreements, afte r 'J.'exas shall have 
becomt:: a tate, than to attempt it now. 

'\Vbattbese defects are, and what tbe remedies ought to be. 
n litlle time and experience will soon develope, and it is 
always safe to walt lor these guides, if they can be obtained 
without too much present sncrifice. Thus, notwithstanding 
the objections existing in tbe basis elected, tbey may be 
more manageable agu less bazardou to the success of the 
measure than any remf'Jies wbich could now be supplied. If 
tbat b~'i be accepted by Texas, it secures her admission 
into the Union with the least possible tl lay 2.nd expense, and 
)t leaves tbe olJjecl!ions to be obviated hf'reafter, wben they 
they can be ob lUted without prejudice, with all tbe informa
tion and light wbich can be collectetl from the records and 
experience of botb countries. After the admission of 'fexas 
I!lS a tate, tbe party excitement engendered by the discussion 
of tbe measure will bave passed away she will have Rep re
"entatives in both Houses of Congress to explain her want -
and it may be e.·pected tbat ,with the acce~sion of so large a 
territory to the limits of the Union, will come those good aod 
liberal feelings whicb have never yet failed to bring to a 
national measure, once consummated, the support and protec
tioo- of all parties, nor ever permitted injustice or jnjury, 
i ectional or j·odiv,idual, to remain a blot upon tbe escutcheon 
of tbe Union. In proportion, then as Texas has suffered 
frDm the delay of tbe measure which is to restore her to tbe 

• 
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fX>Mm of her na~ura~. friend.s, in proportion as her struggle te 
ltchieve and' mall1talll her Indepencience has ex posed' ber tu 
merciless assaults from Mexicans ant! savages, may she 
expect to have the noble band that fought he; battles honored 
aot! rewarded, and all tne fruits of her success in war and 
peace blessed by the sympathy oml compensated by the love 
and admiration of a happy unu united people. 

Bl1t should the existing Government of rrexas, or the Con
vention which is 0011 to nssem1Jle, i11sist 11 pan sOlOe spec.ilia 
xpression in respect to the fl1lure disposition of their public 

lnnds, aud, of the occupancy of the lndinn Tribes within their 
limits, the nndersigned wonld make til e following nggcslions 
011 til se subjects, pointing out a. mode by which tbis may 00 
dOlle without malring such expr ssion a qualification of Ille 
'lcceptallce nnli ratification of tile provisions contained in· t!~e 
first alld second sections of the Joint Resoll1lion. Upon tbe 
supposition tllO,t Texas is adl1lilted as a State, having ndoptti!d 
withont chunge or alteration tile tern s of those sections, whnt 
will be her 'itllutiol11 

She will bave within her limits tile Comanche Indiuns (lid 
olher fierce anel warlike tnbes) wilh notipnlalion respecting 
the mode in w h i ell they are to he fesl rai ned from depredatiolJ, 
or their occupancy of the blJds 1l0W open to tllem for huntillg 
and cultivation rf'gnlat U. It is ohvious thnt the expense and 
hurtltells of wars WIth these IlIdi,ll1S cnnuot allll will not be 
borne by Texas aloDe; and yet it is PQl1aUy obviollS that the 
United States, whell he:ld respoll ible for their ('ontrol and 
guardiunship sbould be so ouly as tlleY are allowed to intro
clnce umong t them the Indian jlolic)" WillCh, with the consent 
of the other States of the Union, uf'ter much experience, has 
been <ldopted, and i 1l0W so l1ll1Ch ndmirecl . It has been iOllnd 
that the location of Illdiat1s as a di tinct communit.y within the 
limits of n State, has been producth'e of much embarrassm IH 

nd hence the effort has be 11 mnde to extinguish their titlo 
~ 

when they were thus located, und assign to them a separate 
territory. Thus the laws of tile United Slates regulating trade 
and intercollrse wirh them, are kept free from conflict with the 
jurisdiction of the States, und the e11'orts to introduce amongst 
them the habit of husballdry and the bJessincrs of edll~ation 
and rel10'iol1 1 directed by the power of the Federal Govern
ment, have been so far crowned with success us to justify t~ 
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i~ that these races may yet be reclaimed nnd perpefllated. 
The attainment of these benevolent objects amongst the Indi -. -
o.ns within the limits of Texas, may be mllch obstructed, i'( 
\here be not some specific agreement hereafter, by which the 
Indi.m policy elsewhere enforced' by the United States, may be 
e;:(rended to Texas, 

So also ill respect to the public lands which are left by the 
ptovisions o( tb e Joint Resolution, withOtlt cession to the United 
~tates, This Was done becallse it was believed-that the pubJ'ic 
d ebt of Texas could not be extingllishcd if she parted-with her 
lands. And the assumption of that debt was impractioable, 
because it would have been setting a dallgerolls preCedent, not 
warran ted, in the judgment of a larg.e portion of Congress, hy 
the Constitntioll of the United States. Henoe n othing could 
be settled differently from what it is in the Resolution on this 
subject. . 

B th honor and justice forbade th e United States from touch · · 
ing the only l'esonrc~ whicb, afte r admi sion into tile Union, 
wonld be Jert to Texas· to pay the debt contracted in the war 
for he r illd ependence. Although in 111any poi nt s of view tha 
reasons were urgellt for illSislillg 011 the operation withi n her 
limits, of the same lanel system \\ hich has been introduced with 
so much advantage into the other States of tile Union, yet th ey 
were given up ruth er thun endanger the passage of the bill, or 
leave doubtful the abllity of Texas to discharge the highes t 
and most sacred of all public oblig-atiol1s, the paymen t of the 
means whicb have beetl bo rrowed and expended to advance the 
cau se of liberty and inciepetlcience. It is: however, not the les!'! 
true, if an arrangement C[(11 be made for the payment of this deb t 
by u pledge of lhese lands for tbe pm'po '0, tbat tb e prosperity 
of Texas, li ke that of tbe o th er Stales 01 the Un ion , \Vonld be 
promoted. The land system now in force in the United States, 
bas w or ked admirably well, and has contributed g rea tJr to the 
prosperity of the new States) by giving unifornlity to the sur
veys, and that gene ral accuracy in tbe es tablish ment of met~ 
und boundaries which are so usefld in preventing-litigation, and 
protecling the rights ·of the hardy till ers of the soil. Even 
those States lhat surrendered the territory out of which th-Q 
larga addition. to the Republioan . family has been made, havQ 
found tha.t they have been. more than compensated in relief 
irom, any" system they could, have enforced separately for th9 
ptelilervalion,sl1rvey. and sale of the lands~, It cannot be doubted 

• 
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tCb&t1the like causes would produce the like effects in Te':ru, 
Und.er 't~ese views of this subject, an? seeing that eql1aland 

,exact ~ustlce ~0 all the States ot the Umon, would reqnire thal 
a.Il l~elr pUbhc lands sl'}01i11d. re~t on the snme footing, n;)d be 
,admIOlstered. under the snme :tllnlfoTm system, the only qNestion 
to solve is, how cnn this be done with(l1l~t lleav:ing'Texas unab18 
to discharge mer pll blic debt, and without means 1110 put int-G 
efficient operation her State Governme'):)it. 

The uJildersigned, in pr(l)posing to answer this question, dou 
so with great deference to the better judgment and greater e~ ~ 
perience of the many able citizens who win {:onsider and will 
have the ri ght to act npon it Nor would he wttempt it but for 
his great desire, that what may be dOl'1e on the subject, should 
be so done, us not to raise any new q,uestion respecLh1g the 
powers of the Congress at the United States. His object JS 10 

give success to the present measure of annexation, which is 
now entirely within the control elf Texas, if Bhe accepts the 
provisiolls of the Jaw of Congress befor her, and puts nothing 
in her Oonstitution of a debateable natnre as respects either her 
rights or interests, or those of the Ulfion. If the Cor.vention 
soon to a semble, were to make their acceptanoe 'af the provi
sion~ of the first and second sections of that Jaw, dependent 
upon the adoption by the Congress of the United Slates, of any 
definite disposition of these debated questions, the mea UTe o( 
annexation might be re-opened in the United States, nnd sub
jected again to all the delay which it would be in the power oC 
those opposed to it to create. Such questions, if made a con
dition of admissi0n , might encounter opposition from member~ 
of Congress who would make none at all to their liberal settle
ment, after Texas is admitted as a State. Such members, be
lieving the measure of annexation to be injnrious to the COUll

trv, would make opposi tion to It, while they have any plea for 
so doin~. After the measure, however is once settled by th. 
action of 'l'exas in fulfilling !iterally all the provisions of the 
Joint Resolution, it is not to be supposed that they will allow 
that opposition to become injustice or illiberality to Texas.
Hence if the Con ve 1 tion should form and express an y deEinitM 
opinion on these subjects, the safe course would be to express 
it, not as a qualification of their acceptance of the terms pro~ 
posed by the United States, or as in any manner connected 
with th"'e question of admission, but as a proposition Qr opinion 
.altogether independent of such acceptance. 
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For in&tance,.the COlllvention, when making the new govern
ment, and clothillg it with the power, as it doubtless will, to 
ascertaill and liquIdate the public debt of Texas, might direct 
that this debt should have a perpetual security for its faithful 
payment in all.tl~e lwappropriated lands, and that thus pledged, 
it might be comptumt for tlte Lef?;i lature of the State, to cede 
the lands in trnst.to the 'United States, with an obligation to 
apply the proceeds ar,ising from tbe sale ,thereof, to the extin
guishment of tile debt of Texas, the United States to have 
jurisdiction over aU the lands within the occupaLJcy of the In
dians, and the right to extend over it the some 1I1dian policy 
which is in Gperation upon the other Indian territory of the 
Ullited States. 01' if in tead of wai.ting for the ascertainment 
4lnd liquidation of the public debt of Texas, the Convention 
shollid preti'r to empGwer the LecTlsJature to make the cession 
of the pnblic lallds fol' a fair and adequate sum of money, the 
amollnt to be settled by agreement between the J .egi:;I11.ture and 
the Congress of the United States, the same object could be 
obtained ill the same manner. A.n Independent proposition in 
either of these forms, would be so just and reasonable, so COll
sonant with tbe established policy of the United Slates, and so 
beneficial to T.e.l(a · that h canllot be douLted it wonld receive 
the sanction of ong.ress. Such 11. proposition the President of 
tue United States bas empowered the uudersigned to say to this 
Government, if adopted separate and apart from the qLlestion 
of her admission into the Union, and 110t as a qllalificatioll of 
her acceptance of the terms contained in the first alld second 
sections of the Joint Resolution, shall receive his cordial sup
port, and '\Till be earnestly recommended to the favorable con
sideration of Congress. 

To Sl1ch a proposition might also be added estimates of the 
expenditl1res whid, have been tbrown upon Texas in conse
quence of tbe steps necessary to obtain her compliance with 
the law admitting ber into tbe Union, which, with the claims 
already acknowledged by the United States: arisin<r out of the 
cases of Snively and the Revenue District on Red River, will 
doubtless be paid by Congress. 

III respect to the bnrthens which may be thrown upon Texas, 
should she accept the proposals for her ad mission into the 
U11100, by the th reatencd if! vasion of n'iexico, the u ndel'signed 
has alrea,dy informed the Hon. Mr. Allen of the steps which 
will be taken by the President of the United States to protect 
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Texas. Such nn invasion, occasioned by the acts of the n. 
States, and aimed at the destnwtion ot tbe interc Is of tile U 
Stales, as welL' as I,hos df ~rex ns, jt will 01' course be tlle duty 
of the Presldent ot tbe Ulllted S taL s to rep l; and the cxpen· 
dill1l'C alld los es inciden t to tbe pertorn~i1llce of this dllty, 
witl be paid ont of the Tl'easoryof the Uu iolJ. 

The 11 ndersigll cd hay iog stated tlms generuJl y tl~e v iews of 
the Government of the United Stntes, for tile iu1crlllatioll of this 
Gove rnment, siJewiu :r the necessily for a li te ral ndh ;;enee to 
the prJvis iollS of the first atld secolld sectioLJs of the Joint Re-

Intion in order to ensllre the safety of the aunexation mea- . 
sore, will detain the Hon. Mr. Allen with bllt few more re-

• 

marks. 
According to those provisions, all that the Ol'ngress, which 

is to assemble on Monday next; will bave to do 011 the subjp.ct, 
wi ll be to express their assent to them, and d' thou g ht properj 
to sanction th e call of tbe Conven tion, which bas beP lJ made 
by the President 01 the Republic) for tbe pLlrpose of ascerta.iu
ing tbe wi !les of the people, alld enub!ing" them to make a Dew 
Constitu tion . Wben thi s Convention (hen, d( clure~ also their 
nqceptuuce of tbese provisions, Cl.l'd I1Hlke the COllstitn tioJl pro
viding for its transm ission to tbe PresiuefJt of' the U , ' tate~ 
with the proper evidence of its ratification or adoption by tile . 
people, the work of annexn.lioll will he compll'tec .as far as the 
action of Texas is cOllcerned. No thing: will remain [0 IJe done 
bnt tbe passage of a simple Resolllticn on the I art of the Oon- . 
gress of th~ U. Slates, declaring tll at Texas, lJu\liug fulfilled 
all the requisitions of law, is a member of tIle Unioo, equal, 
indepcndell t, and sovereign with th e othe r Srutus. 

The nndersigned cannot but felicitate himself in having' been 
called to cont ribute bis humble aid to an object so deeply inte
restin g as tbe in(;orporatioll of Texas into the American Union. 
N ot understood originally by the great muss of the people of 
the United St[l.tcs, it ha had to work its way slow ly through 
party prejudice, and that spirit of distru st which is a necessary 
slue ld against the dangers of reckless advcutnl'e and innova
tion. But like most other good thi ngs, it has bad tlJe capacit~ 
to bear disappointment and defeat, and it has risen the strongel 
fro m ever] attempt wllieh has been made t give it a direction 
adverse to its trne character. It is however not so lllUCh an
nexation, as the manner of it, that gives it importullce, and 
ilenles it as u moral ql1estion fur above those r.cqllisitions of 
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terntory which have been made by most of the great lHHioni 
of the earth by violence and bloodsbed. "rhcre ha~ been no 
conqnest in this instance, 110t even an effort t inflllence the 
jlldgmen~ of the people of 'l'exas. On tbe contrary, moved by 
tbeir own free will) neither baffled by repulse 011 Lh part of the 
United States, 1101' tempted by the insidious counsels of other 
ualion:>, tlley hAve maintained their virtllolls itJdepend nce,IDre
lying confidently that time al.ld disc . wOllld op.en tile way, 
\lot by swords bLlt by votes, for their re8tO)'1111011 to the Union. 

The undersigned renews to the Hon. 1\1 r. Allen, assurances 
of Lhe high regnrd with which be coutil111 :; to be, 

His most ob dient servant, 
. A. J. DO ELSON • 

• 
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By the President of the Repuulic of Tex'as, 

A PROCLAMATION. 

Tlte ExecLltive is now enabled to declare to tbe people of 
Texas the actll itl state of tbeir aff,.~irs WI th re pec t to Mexico, 
to the end that they mny direct and dispose them us th 'y shall 
judg-e best 101' the honor and permanent interests of the Re
public. 

During the C'Ol11'se of last wioter, it reached the kn'owled!!e 
of the Kxecu ti ve from vnriolls sOl1l'ces of i L1 formation, Ulloffi ~ 
cial indeed, bm still worthy of alten'tion and credit, that the 
late o.ud pre-cut Goverunleut of IVlexico were dispo, eu to n. 
peaceful selliement of the difficulties with Texas by tile ac· 
knowledgment of Ollr Independence, 1lpon tile ll11del'standing 
that Texas would maintain her separate existence. No action 
however, could be taken upon the suhject, becanse nothing 
authentic was kn nntil the month of March last, when the 

resentatives nce and Great Britilin near this Govern-
t, jl/intly an formally renewed the (l ifer of tbe good offices 

of those powers with Mexico, for the early ap.d pea eful settle
mel1 t of thi strug~le, n pon the basi of the acknow ledgmen t 
"I Ollr independence by t!lat Repnblic. 

It would (lave been the imperative duty of the Executiv6 at 
once to rt'~ject these offers, if they had been accompanied by 
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"onditions of any kind whaleve,r. BI,lt) with llttelltive watch . 
fulness ill that respec t? and great .di~inclination to el tan~IiDli 
alliances of any descnp.llOll, or wIth ,any power, be mu t de
clare, in a pirit of justice, that no terms or conctiLions bave 
ever been proposed by the two Govert)ments in questioll, or 
either of them, as the consideratIOn of thejr friendly intel'pOSl 

• 

non. 
Maturely considering the ,sitllati.ol1 of af):'airs at that tjme, the 

Executive felt that it- waS incumbent upon him not to reject 
lhis opportunity of seeming to tbe people of thjs country, lln
trammeled by cond i tions, a penceflll, h oporable and ad vantaae
OllS settlement of their dlfflculties with Mexico, if they should 
s e Iit to adopt that. n,lOde of adjllstment. 

~rhtls infiuellced, be acceptpd the good offices of the two 
powers, which, Wilh thos.e of the Ullited tates, hnd been pre
viol1sly invoked by Texas, and placed in tbe hands of their 
R ep resen tati ves a statemen t of eOlld i lions preliminary to a 
tr~aty of peace, which he declared he should be read,y to nlJ
mit to the people of tltis country for tlJ eir decision aDd actioD , 
as soon as they w e re adopted by the Government of Mexico. 
Bnt he emphati.cally remind d those fl1nctionaries, for the pe
cial notice of their governnlents, thilt hp. WAS no trlOJ.e than the 
ng-ent of tIle people j tbllt he could neith e r direct ) control, lJot 
1l1fiuence their decision; and that his \Joul1peo dllty was to 
carry out th ei r determination, constitp(ionally ascertaiped and 
. xpresseu) be it what it might. Our represen tative at th· 
Court of France and Great Brita~n, in addition to the tnsle of 
lreugtllening tlte fnendly di spositions of those Governments, 

was also especially iGstrocted t9 press upon their attention, tbat 
If the people of Texas should determiue to pllt an end to the 
separate exi s te nce of the «ollntry, the Execlltive, so far as de· 
pellded upon bis official action, must and wOllld give imme.
diate and full eft'ect to th eir will. 
. The circl1mstances which preceded and led to an under
standing witb Mexico) have thus been stated· and the people 
~peakin~ through their chosen orgal1s, will now mine as 
th ey sh~ll jndge right. BLlt in the mean time, and Iltil their 
rleasnre call be lawfully and constill1tionally ned, it is 
the duty of the Executive to secure to the !lutioD the exercise 
of cho ice between the alternn.tive ) of peace willi the world and 
Independence, or annexation and its continO'encjp.s ; and be hu 
therefo re, to issue the following proclamation: 
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WftEa:EAs,1l.1ltllentic proof has recenter bee'n laid before me, 
to tbe etTect that the Congress of Mexili:o has authorized t,he 
Government to open negotiat!'Ons and conclude a treaty wlth 
Texil s, subject to the examination and' approbation of tbat 
body; and further, that the Government of Mexico has ac
cepted the conditions prescribed on tbe part of Texas, 
preliminary to a fiual nnd defillite treaty (If peace; 

Therefore, I, ANSON JONES, President of the Republic of 
Texas, and ommander-ill- bi'ef of the Army and nvy and 
Militia thereof, do be,reby molke known these' circnn'lstnnces 10 

the citizens of this Republic, till the same can be more fulJy 
communicated, to tbe Hot1orable . oog-ress and Convention of 
the people, for their lawful action, at tbe period of their -
bling on the 16th June, al1d 4th of July next, and pendhig the 
lSaid a-etion, by virtueof the authority in me vested, I do Ilereby 
declare and pI'oclaim a cessation of hostiHties by land and by 
lSea, against the Repul:rlic of< Mexico, ar against the dtizens 
and trade thereof. 

In testimollY whereof, I have ca.used the Great Seal of the Re. 
public to. be herellnto affixed. Oone at Washing. 
ton, this fourth day of Jnne, in the year of our Lort1 
one thousand eight hundred and forty five, and of 
the Independence of the Republic the tentb, 

By the President, 
EB8N'a ALLEN, 

Attorney General, anti 

ANSON J NES. 

• 

Acting ecretary of State. 

• • 

• • • • 

The Senate returned to their chamber; roll called; quo'" 
nrm present'. ' 

011 motion of Senator Parker, one thousand copies of the 
Pr('l5ident's Message and' the accompanying documents \ver 
ordered to be printed (j,r the use of the' enate. 

On motion of' Senator Kaufman, th e Message end accom
panying-documents wert~ rererred to the Committee on For

igra R!elations, with instructions to report 011 lo-morrow 
morning, by bill or otherwise. 
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On molion of Se nator Kaufman, Senator Luckie was addeJ 
to the Comm itlee on Foreign Relations. 

"':Senator MeCrear y Olov cl thal the Secretary be in . tmeted 
to subscribe for three hundred copies oCthe Weeldy Regisler, 
fur tbe use of tb t:nale . 

Ayes and Noe' being cal led for stood thu : 
Ayes -Senators Kaufman, Luckie, McCrearey anu 

'W right. 4. 
Noes Sel'lalors Greer, Grimes, Munson, Parker, Patillo , 

Pilsbury and R oman 7. 
So the motion was lost. 
Senator McCrearey moved that two hundred copies be 

subscribed fQr. 
A'jes and Noes being called for stood thus: 
Ayes ' Senators Grimes, Kaufman, Luckie, McCrearey, 

. 1unson, Roman and Wright 7. 
Noes Senators Greer, Parker, Patillo and Pilsbury 4. 
So tbe motion was carried. 
On Motion of ' enator Kaufman, the Segate adjourned 

until 4 o'clock, P. M . 
• 

• 

4- o'dock, P. M. 
, 

Senat(s met; roll called; quorum present. 
On motior.! of Senat0r Greer, the Senate adjourned until 

to-morrow at 9 o'clock, A. M. 
• 

, 

'VSDNESDAY, June 18, 184~. 

Senate met pursuant to adjournment; roll called; quorum 
present; prayer by th~ Chaplain. 

JOIHnal' of the preceding day rean. and ac1?pted. · . 
Senator Greer introduced the f.)Howing JOint reso'utlOo. 

tendering to General Andrew Jackson the Hibute <?f a Ila
tion's ,gratitude: 



, 
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Wllerea;;, by the many valuable and impnrlanl !'If','vicf's ren
der"d thr(?ughout a long and llsef'lllli1i, by Iiljnr General 
Andn~\V J ackso n to the ci11l:> e or civil <'did religious lib fty. · 
heju'<tly IljlJys i:l11d is elltiLiiHl to tb love :ll1d adm iration 
of all hi, spc'cies: th e redc)rt-', 
RCliolvcd vy thp. S cmale and HOllse rif Reprcsenta lices of the Re

public of Tam ·in, CUligres,s as cmb/cd, Thrtt in tile llame and 
in beba:f of the p>ople 01' tbe n.'~rublic of T.exas, we ~ereby 
tende.r to General And rew Jackson the unfclgned gnUlladc if 
a natum. 

Be it Jitrthcr resolved, That ~he President of (I.e Rppublic 
of Tex;'ls is bereby requf' led to transmit to eneral Jackson, 
to His Excellency the President of the Un ited ~tates, aod to 
tbe Governor ofcuch Slat and Territory of the American 
Uoion, a copy of tbis Joiut Resolutioll. 

Read lSL time; rule suspended, reud second time; rule 
further suspenoeJ. 

Ayes and Noes called for on the passage of the resolution 
stood thtl~: 

Ayes ..... ena tors Greer,g Grimes, Kaufman, Lawrence, 
Luckie, I\luoson, Parker, Patillo., Pilsbury, Roman and 
VV right II. 

Noe 00 . 
. 0 tbe resolution was passed. . 
Senator Kaufman introduced a bill to be entitled an act 

to sel apart a portion oftbe public domelln, lying bet ween 
he Arkan~as anu Red River (or the payment of tile national 

debt of the Rppublic of Texa ,and to repeal a cerlain act 
therein named; read first time; rule suspended, read second 

• 
tune. 

enaror \Vrigbt moved its reference to the Committee On 
the State of the RepublIC. 

Senator Roman mt>ved its reference to the Committee on 
Finance. 

enator R.oman withdrew bis motion. 
Senator Wright renewed his motion, which was put and 

carried. 
Sellalor Greer introduced a bill to be entitled an act to , 

alter the time Ifor the meeting of [he annual session of Con
~re.ss . ; r~ad tir-st lime. 
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Senator Roman, by leave; chairman of the Committee on 
Engr03sed and Enrollt:d Bills made the following report: 

C'OMM1TTEE ROOM, June 18, 1845. 

Han. K. L .. Anderson" 
President of the Senate: 

Tha Oommittee on Engrossed 'and Enrol1ed Bills ha¥-e ex
amined and find correctly engrossed, a joint resolution ten
oering to General' Andrew Jackson the 11 ibllte of 'a nation's 
gratit ude. 

RICHARD R.oMA~ Chairman. 

A message Waf! reaeived from tbe President, through bis 
Private Secretary, S. ~. Hoyle, transmilting a communica· 
tion in writing, marked, " Secret." 

Senator Kaufman moved a oall of the Senate. Carried. 
Roll Galled; quoru m present;- fu nber call suspended. 
On motion the Senate went into secret session. 
The cloor.s ~ing opened, 
Senator Kaufman, by leave, chairman oftbe Committee on 

Foreign Relations,. made the ffillowing- report: 

COMMlrrTEE RooM, June 18, 184S. 

Han. K. L. Anderson, 
President 'of tlie Senate: 

The Committee ,on Foreign Relations, t'O ,whom was refer
red tbe message of bis Excellency the President, together 
with the accompanying documents, have instructed me to 
report to tbe fav.oral>le consideration of the Senate the ac
company.ing bill, entitled aJoint reaolulioB giving tbe consent 
of tbe existi.ng Government to the annexation of Texas to the ' 
United Stat-es, .and tbey respectfully ask leave to be dis· 
charged' from the further consideration of the same. 

DAVID S. KAUFMAN, Cbairmal1' • 
• 

Bill read first time. 
On rvotion of Senator Pilsbury, the- SenaJ.e adJQurneci 

until to.morrow. at 9 o'clock, A. M; . 
• 

• 
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TnURSDAY, June 19, 184.6. 

Senate met pursuant to adjournment; roll called; quorum 
present; Prayer by the Chaplain. 

Journals of' tb~ preceding day read and adopted. 
enator Lawrence pr sented the petition of Nathaniel 

Hoyt, playing compensation for services rendered in the 
navy. 

n motion the same was rererred ' to tbe Committee on 
Naval affairs. 

Senator Greer, cbait-man of the Committee on the State of 
he Republic, maue the following report: 

COMlI1TTTEE ROOM, J'u ne 19, Hj45. 

Ron. K. L. Andenon, 
President of tlte Senate ; 

The Committee on the State of the Republic , to whom was 
refe rred ~ bill to be entitled an act to set apart a portion of 
tbe public domain, I ' iog between 111 Arlwll::as and Hed Ri
ver , for the payment of the nalional uebt of' th e Rt'public of 
Texa , and to repeal a certtlin act tl)p r in named, have had 
the same under con sid ration, and would rf>port the same 
back to the et1ate, wilh an amend mt-rIt, and r commend its 
passage. In the fourth section, s~rike out tbe followirlg 
words, afler the woal " repealf>d": "excep t so fur as the 
same may have been adoptetl /01' the dpnefit of t>lIles, by a,n 
act granting to settlers- on vacant public domalO pre-emption 
privilege, approved January 22,1 45." 

J. A. GREER, Chairman. 

enator Greer introduced a joint resolution rf'lalive to the 
introduction of Uniled States troops into Texas; read first 

• tme. 
enator Roman mo\'eu to suspend the rules and place the 

bill on it- second reading. Lost. 
On motion of Senator Kaufman the Senate proceeded' to 

he'orders o£ the day. 

• 
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Ajoint resolutio n gi \ling the consent of the f'xi stioo:r Go
vernmt"l1t to the annf'Xatio ll of Texas to t I le United ~ates; 
read sf'cond time, and nn mC'>lion ofSelJJltor Grc't:r, the e
nate went into committee orthe 'whole, Senator Gree r in the 
chair. 

The commitlee ros ,anu through their chairman re porleu 
the resolDti .n hac k to tbe Senat ) without amendment, and 
recommenced its pa sagf' . 

On.motion of Sena tor Gree r, tbe report and bill \Vas taken 
up, report adopted and bill ordered Lo be engrossed. 

On molinn of Senato r Kinney, the rules were sllspended. 
Ayes and Noes called for on the final passage or the bill; 

stood thus: 
Ayes enators Greer, Grimes, Kaufman, Kinney, 'Law-

rence, Luckie, Munson, 'Parker, Patino, Pllibury, Roman and 
Wright 12. 

On motion of S e nator Wright, a committee was appoinJ.ed 
to wait upon Senalcr McCre.a rey aCId ,receive bis vote. 

Senators 'vVrigbt and Lawrence were appoi,nted said CO:Il-
• mlttec, 
They returned and reported that Sel'lator McCreary voted 
'e--13. . 

oes 00. 
So the bill passed. 
On mOlion of Senator Kaufman, a bill to be entitled am 

act to set ::lp ~trt a portion of the pllhlic domain, lying be
tween tAe Arkanila s and £led River-s, for the payment of the 
national d£'bt oflb e He'l ublic of Texas, and to rf'pt>al a cer-

'tain act the rein nam e I, was -tal,en up, and the report of th~ 
Committee- on the State of the Republic adopted. 

Senator Ka urman movf'd 1O Sl rike out io the second section 
the words "of the United Nates." Adopted, and bill ordered 
to be engrossed. . 

Rule su:>pellded ; bill rend third lime and pasaed. 
A messacre was received frnm the House, through J. H. 

Raymond, Chief (;If'rk, transmilling a joint If'PSnlUlion ten
dering Lo General Jar-l\son the tribote of a nal.!ion's gratitudf', 
'vhich originated in the St-'nale and had pas f'd the House; 
also a bill r('quiring the Commissioner of the General Land 
Office to ,issue pale.o.ts in .ceI.tai.o .cases, which originated ia 

• 
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th House, and 'equcsting tbe concurrence of tbe Senate (0 

the ~ame . 

uen lor Lawr nee iuln<lu(' d a joint. rp.:()lulion for tbe 
reliefo[Po~lCartail1 8 . \V~ (j re; read fir llime. 

"'enuLor Law!" 'nee lDoved u .:u'l ell::- iotl of tbe rule . 
A' 'S and Noes called for, st Joel lh s: 
Ay s "'p()utors K~Urm:U1, Killn y, La.,; renee, Pi1sbu ry, 

Roman a nd \V right G. 
Noes Senato rs Gree r, Grimes, Luckie, 1\ unson, Parker 

and Patillo 6 . 
o th e Senate refused to suspelld th e rul s . 

A bill to be entill cJ an aCI to aller ll.e. lime for the meelill g 
of the annual session of Congr S5; r ad s cona I ime and 
rerorr d to the COll11OilteO on tbe StnLe of the RPfJuhlic . 

A bill requirillg the Commissioner 0(' tlw (j t nera l Land 
ffice to i sue patents in cc;rtain cas .s j re ~Jd fir:;t time. 
~en' tor Kaufman intraddced a bill 10 be nliti f' d an act 

making un appropriation to opf'rny tbe expense.' 0: the Con
vention, anu granting lh~ member~ thereof the frau king pri
vilege; read DrSl time. 

011 motion of Senator Kinney, tae Senate adjourneu until 
to-m orrow at 9 o'clock, A. ~L 

• • 

• 
• 

1 ) 
FRIDAY, June 20, 1845. 

Sel~ate met pursuant 10 adjournment; roll called; quoraffi 
p re COl; Prayer by the Cllilplain. 

Journal r the preced ing day read and ad opted . 
SenatM Lawren ce presented the peti lion oC A. J. Lewis, 

Lieutenant of the nRvy, praying comFensation fo r sP l'vices. 
On motion of Senator Parker, referred to the Committee on 

Naval Affa irs. 
Senator Roman, chairman of the Committee on Engrossed 

Bills, made tbe following repdrl: 

• 

I 



• 
44 • 

COMMITTEE ROOM, June 20, 1845. 

Ron. K. L. Anden011. 
Presiden.t of the Senate: 

The Committee on Engrossed Bills haye examined and 
find correctly engrossed a bill to be. enti.tled an act to sel 
apart a ponion of the publi domain, lyila o bet,wecn the Ar
kansas and Red Rivers, for the paymenl of the national debt 
of the ilepublic of Texas and [0 repeal a certain act-therein 
namp.d, and a jnint resolution giving the consent of lhe exist
ing ~overnment to' the annexation of Texas to the United l 

St ates. • 

R1CHARD ROMAN, Chairman., 

Senator Lawrence tresented the petition of James Reily, 
praying com pensatioR for services a~ Charge d" Affaires to 
tbe U oited Stales. 

Oh motibn, referreu ' to·the Committee on the State of the 
Republic. 

Senator McCrearey, ohairman·of tbe Committee on NaTal 
Rffi:Jirs, to whom was rererre(j' the petitio .. of Nathaniel Hoyt. 
Tp.ported that the committee have had Llie same under consi
d.eration, and although the claim of the petilione r may be 
meritorious in its charactter, yel they Jeem it inexpedient for 
Congress to take any action · oLl·it at tbis time. 

Report adopted'. ' 
Senator Kinney presented the petition of Julia M. G. 

Veave" praying (hat certain property depositeu in the Trea
sury, be delivered ov·er· to her. 

On molion, the same was referred to the Committee all 

the State uf the Republic. . , 
Senator G'reer, diairman 'of the Committee on ' the State of 

the Republic, to whom was referred an act to alter the time 
for tbe meeti'ng of the annual session of Congress, reported 
the same back to the Senate and ·recommended its passage 
with the following additional section. . 

"That such of the appropriations of the Teg~lar sessioll of 
the 9th Congress as the President may deem necessary, and 
cannot oe dilpeAeed' wilh, .are hereby. extended pro rata to 

• 
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the econd Montlay of lay, A. D. 1846, or until the incor 
poration of'l'exa as a State of tbe U niled States, anu tbi .. 
act hall take effect from anu after its pass8cre." 

"enato r Luckie inlrod uc d a joint resolution acl<nowleclg~ 
ioO' the cl im of L. S. Hargous and othf'rs; read first time. 

A mc~sage was re 'eived from the HOllse through J. H. 
Ray mond, Cbier Cler'k, transmilling the fi)llownin g bills: 

A.joint rc'o lut'ion making an appropriation tor the contin
gen l exp nses of Congress ; also ajoint re.olution giv ing tbe 
conserrt of the existing Government of 1 he Repub lic of Texas 
10 the admission of tbe sam p , as a State, into the Fedt!ral 
Ullion (If tbe United States of America. 

enator Pa rk er introduced aJoinl resolution grant ing r.ur
ther time for th e payment of government dues 1WJ tbe return 
of Geld notes; read first time. . 

, enrltnl'La wrence inlroduce.d 1;1. joint resolution for tbe re
lief of Lielltenaot Charles B. Snow; reCld first time . 

Senalor l\1cCr.earey, by leave, iotrod .uc.e.d the following 
re>:olution: 

Rcsolt'cd , That the president be requested .1.0 lay befo re the 
enate, alt the "orr.esponden .ce that has taken pl ace between 

this GoveJ'nmeol and the British and Mexican GOTernmenl , 
since the adjournment of tbe ninth Congres.s. 

On mOliol1 of Senator Lawrence the rule was suspended , 
ana the rel"o lulion arlopted, 

n mOlion of enator Parker, the Senate proceeded to tbe 
orders of the tlav. 

Joint resolulio-n relative to the admission of United State 
troops into th e R epublic.of T exas; reO'ld . econo time. 

Senator Grimes moved to strike nut in the fir f't ! ectioo , 
the \\ro rds, "through their representative, tbe Hon. A. J. 
Donelson." Lost. 

Bill ordered to be engrossed; rule suspended, read third 
time and pa '"ed. 

A bill to ue entitl ed an act making an appropriation for 
defraying the nses of the Convention, ancl granting tbt" 
franking privi to tbe members tbereof, on its second 
reoding . 

Sena McCrea y moved to strike out in 
section , lUI:; words U franking privilege." Lost. 

the second 
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Bill ordered to be engrossed ' rule suspended, read th ird 
ti me aocJ pus ed. 

J ojut r e~olll ti nn for tbe reli~fof P ost C' plain E. ,Yo Moore, 
read second ti U'l~ d ordc r to be -engros . cI. 

A bill to be entiti<:'d an act requi.ring tbe 'ommissioner of 
the General L an d OlfiQ to i SSll~ pateots in cenain cases, 
,reno second ti m~ and passed to third readillg. 

eualor Parker moved a s pen sion of tbe rllh,. Lost. 
On motion of ",enato!" McCrearcy, the ::;enute adjuulllea 

unlil to-morrow at 9 o'clock, A. l\I . 

• • • I 

• 
I • 

• 
• 

• 
SATURDAY, June 21, 1846. 

tie na(€ met pursuant to adjournment; roll callcu ; quorum 
presen t; Pray,' r by th e CbClplain. 

Journals of th e pl;eceding cloy read and adopted. 
'enator Roma n presf' llled the petition of James Venator, 

praying compcllsaLion for services rendcrpd in 1 36 . 
On mOlion , the same was referreo to tbe Commiltee on 

Mili tary Affairs. 
Senator !toman, chai rman of tbe Committee on Engrossed 

Bills . macJe lhe follo\yi ng report: 
• 

COMMITTEE ROOM, June 21, 1845. 

IIon. K . L. Ande-rson. 
President of the Senate: 

The Committee on Engrossed Bills have examined and 
find correct y engrossed the foll ow ing bills: 

A bill to he entiderl an act mitt-ing an ::pp riation 10 
defray tb e eXfle nses of the Con pn ti nll, and g ing to t he 
members lht-;r'of lbp franking privil ege. 

A joint reso lution for the reliefof Post Oapluin l • 

Moore. • 

• 
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A joint resoluI101l rerative to tbe introduction of the Unit~d 
tales troops into Texa~. 

RICHARD RO~AN, Gbairman. 

Report adc!ptBd. 
Senator , lcCrenr~, cbairman of th e Commiltec on Naval 

Affairs, 10 whom was referred tl1e P ' Iidol) of" A. J. Lewis, 
reporled that tbe commilteo have had tile ~amE' lll)df'r consi· 
deration, aoJ are satisfied of I he merilOrir)IJS cbala ter of the 
claim; yet the committee deem it t01ilily tl,H?xpecliellt to go 
into gelleral legislaLiDt1 at the PI' l"SE'U L 0 ·tra sPbsion . They 
tberefore recommend its indefinite postpollement. 

Report acloptf'd . 
Senator W rigbt introcl uced the following resolution: 

Wbereas, the measu re of annexation or tbe ltepublic of 
Texns to the United States of the North, is deemed by the 
citizens of tbis Republic a:: one of Ilu" grandest and most 
patriotic measurf'S recorded in tbe hi slrJr. of nations: 

Anu whereas, ,he citizens of Te.xas are always read y to re
ward the ratrioliG and virtuous: Lil e rf'r;, r , 
Be it rcsolL'ed b!J tlte Senate of 1'ex((s. '1'b,1 John Tyler. ex

President oCthe Uniled :Stal(' of th t> NprLh, tb zealous and 
untiring advocate oraones:ltioo, (be ofJJei!ll mover allcL sup
porter of the measure, i entitled to the It sting gratit\:Jde of 
the citizens of tbis Republic. 

Adorted. 
On motion, the Secretary was i,nstructed to furnish John 

Tyler a copy o/" tbis re'olulion. 
:Sellalor Caldwell, by leav of tbe f'nalf' . \Nns . errnittf'tl to 

record his vote in tbe a I'mativl', Oll Ibe l'us""g of tbe joint 
reso luti on gi ving the consent f I be xistiJlg Government to 
tbe annexation of Texas to the United Slat, . . 

Senator Patillo oifert'd tbe follo\\'illg n' ·olulYon. 
RpsolL'cd, That tbe Senate vill nt lIelin IlO measure ther 

than that Cootilfi'cted \\ ilb tne sllhjt·ct of ;llille.<ilion, except 
with the concurrence of t\AO L.lJi,d: or dIP :P{WI '. 

On motion, the rule was su. pentl tl and tbe resolution 
I . 

adopted . 
On motion of Senator Roman, the Senate proceeded to-

the orders of tbe day. . 
• 

• 
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Joint resolution for the relief of Post Captain E. W. 
Moore .: read third time and passed. 

Joint r('solntion giving the co sfOnt of tbe existing, Govcrn
ment of' the Republic of T as to the admi sion of the same, 
as a tate into tbe Federal Union of the United St'ltes of 

merica: r 'ad first litlle. 
Joint re'ollllion authorizing the Commis'ioner of the Ge~ 

l'eral Land O(fice to issue patents in erta1Cl cases; read 
tbird lime and rassecl. 

Joint resollJli ll n making an appropriation for tbe contingent 
xrenses of 'ongre:s ; r ~HJ first lime j rule susrended, read 

s cond tim and r ~ Hed to the CornmiLtee 011 Finance. 
J int re:olulion granting further lime for the payment of 

gove.rnment dues and the return of field notea ; reaJ second 
, 

Urne. 
Senatnr ROlOao moved to slrike out 1.1 1848," and lusert 

• 1847." Lost. 
But ordered to be engrossed. 
Ames aqe W (lS received from the House through Ja's H. 

' Raymond, hi r lerk, tran -milling tbe follo'."jng bills: 
A bill to u entitled an act making an appropriation to de~ 

fray the expenses of the extra essioll of 1he ninth Congress. 
which originated in lhe Hoose, re<jue stitl~ the roncurrence 
of the Senate to lhe same; and had pa~sed the ...:;enate's bill 
making apprnprialions to derray the expenses or the Con~ 
ven{ion, and granting to the memoers thereoftbe franking 
privilege; also, had passed, wi~h am ndments, the eoate' 
joint re.;;:olulion giving the coosp.nt of the eXt,ting Gov ro
ment to tbe ann :{ation of TeKas to the United States. 

Joint resolution ackno\vledgiog tbe claims of L. S. Har
gou' and olb . r ; re d ecood Lime anel order d 10 be engross
ed ; rule U'pf'lIucd, read third time and pa sed. 

n motion of ~('tHl(or reer, tbe joint re 'iolutio n giving tiJP. 
coo'cnl of' the ei'lillg ove rnment to the annexalion or 
T In lhe niled. ',at's wa taken up, and on mOlion, tbe 
arnendll coP or tllf' Hou e were concurred in. 

00 motion or 'ponalClr Grf'cr, a bill to be entitled an act 
granting furth er tillJ (r th payment of go\,ernment dues 
aou ti1P return of [jpld n tes was taken up; rule suspeoued 
r~ad third time and passed. 
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Joint resolution for the relid of Lieutenant Charles IL 
Snow; reaJ "econd time an I ordered to be engrossed; rule 
suspended, read third time and passed. 

A bill to be entitled an act m~king an appropriation to 
defray toe expenses of tile extra session of toe ninth Congress; 
read first time; rule s Lispend ed, read second time, and re
ferred to thf" ComrniLlee on Finance. 

Senator 'Wright moved to suspend the rule prohibiting any 
new busilless , so as to allow him to introduce a bill. Lost. 

On motion of Senator Roman, the Senate wenl into secret 
session; doors clos d . 

The doo: s being opened, on motion of ~ enato r McCrearey. 
gnc thollsand copif's of the s cret message of the Executive, 
and accompanying docoments, were ordered to be printed. 
1<." On molton of Sl'nator Patillo, the Senate adjourned until 
Monday at D o'clock, A. M. 

• 

1\10 DAY, June 23, 1845. 

Senate met pursuant to adjournment; roll caHed; quorum 
present; Prayer by the Chaplain. 

Journal" of' tbe rrec dilleY day read ancl adopted. 
"enator Roman, chairman or tb e Committee on EoarDsscd 

Bills, m' de the following report: 0 

COM~HTTEE ROOM, June 23, 1845. 

Hon. K. L. Anderson, 
President of the Senate: 

The Committee on Enarossed Bills have examined and 
find c~rrectly enwos.sed the foli o illg bills: 

A blll to be entttied an act to "lIter tbe time for the meet
ing 0.r the an r. u~1 sess ion 0 r Congl e s. 

Jomt resolution for tile relief of LieutenaiH Charles B . 
SOtJw, Texas navy. 

n 
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J int utioa gl1lrnio further time for l e y eot 0 

ov rnmenL du and Iii , r turn 0 fi 1<1 not •. 
Joinl relolulioo c no\\ Ie S'l1g the cI il of L. . Har

<Tou aod other • 
RIeRA ... ~ 

R port adopted. 
n l o r om n chairml n of the Jo in 

roll·u ill:>, u1ade lhe following re POrl ; 

~lA'\, hair an. 

• • amI 1l! e on n-

C o.·:'11 TEE Uoo I, June !:!;J, 1_ 1!j, 

llon. K. L. nt1rrsoTl, 
Pre idCllt of the St ~ c: 

Thc Joint Committee 00 I nroll d Dill .. Ita\" e:~l1 'Ile 1 
aLl find cor! elly enrolled. a joint It IIIlniol), I tl "ing to 
<:cncral lldrcw Jackson the tribulC of.1 II'ltilllJ'~ gr~llilUdr., 
the arne ha"'illg b ell inued IJY lbp • pI n1 (r II till' H( us' 
:lnu Prc,i /'nt of til ,'cnal', wa pr ''''l'lllf d 10 "i~ I: "cc,lI /l

'y dlC Prc .... id 'nt, lilf lIi'i arrro\'al, on ...:. md y till' ~ I t j 

also n joint rc~o!l!li()lI giVlIlCl thl" 'oo"'('lIl r Ih. (. i lill~ '0-
'crnmcllt to the annc."alioll 01''1'1'.... 10 ,IJ· II d I Ie ; 

un j '10 ad m lhng nn appr priali n 10 de In y 11m c' p 1 - ':. 

flf the .... oo\·f>llliull, and Orlllilinc- III 111 mill r,.. 111 Il 
• 

flUllkin T pri\'ilf'{!c. the nm b:l\·in b(' (I !->llln cl h. I 
.'p(!ttl,er nrlh· ill I of Hf'pr "'lltalj\ • n I l'/(',..j 'nt r 
the ~ell'l • W lhi" U " pIe elll d to Hi L:'tL' lIel ry tl 
Presidcnt for bis ~:l! pro\'a1. 

nlCIL nD Il )L N, hnirm3T1. 

lleporl udopt "d. 
Senator Gald well mover to su PCI dlC Illlc, 033 0 a110 v 

him to introuucc bill. Carrif'd. 
Joint rc oluLion li)r tbe !'cli..,!' or T. Jf'n~'I ... r}n· "'hambers . 

read fir st time; rule su~pel ded, reutl ~(t'CllId lin c, and 
(rtIe red to be engrossed; rul, further su pen I tl read third 
lime and passed . 

en lor rimes, one of the Oomminee 00 rinance ad 
tbe foUot.; ing rc porl ; 



!H 

CO}CIMITTEB RooM, June 13, 1SU. 

Ho". K. L. Ande1'Son, 
President of tlw S enate: 

• 

The C omm ittee on Finance to w hom wns re ferred tW& 

eve ral bills, one to defray the expenses of th e e xtra session 
of th e nln th Congre's, the otber an appropriation for the 
contingent expen 'es, asl~ leave to submit a substitute for said 
hills and recommend its pa~sage. 

JESSE GRIMES, 
One of tbe Commiltee. 

t:lenator Greer, chairman of the Committee on the Stal 
ot the H.epub lic, to whom was referred the petition of James 
leily, lute Cha.rge d' Affaires to the United States, and 1 he 
petition ot' ~I tria M. G. Veave, reported tbe same back to 
the t3 nate, and recommend ed the reference of tbe same to 
til Committe on CliJims aod Accounts. 

011 mOlion th J r port was adopted. 
Scnator Pil 'bury moved to s uspend the rule, s as to allow 

him to introduce a bilL Carried. 
A btll to Iw entillpd an :lcl to fix: the time and n1accs of 

lOldillg t'le District Cour~' fi)l' tbe first Judicial District; 
reall first time; rule suspended, read second Lim and ordered 
to be cngros:!ed ; rule furtber suspend~d, reau third time and 
pa~scd. 

A messng" wns received from the House through Ja's H. 
Raymond, Chief Clerk, transmilling the follo·,· iog bills: 

A bill to be entitled un act allowing th Commissioner of 
the General Land O(ne two additional Clerks. 

bill to be entitled un act authorizing the CounlY Com
missionp.l"' of ulves[on county to licel se a ferry from Gal 
veston to Point Bolivar, whicb origill<lted in the House, anJ. 
requesting tbe concurrence of tbe t:lenale to tbe same. 

On motion the Senate proceeded to the orders of the day. 
Joint reso lution giv ing the consent of th e exist ing Go

vernment of tbe Republic of Texas to the annexation of th e 
same as a State in to lIle Federal On ion of the Un ited Stales 
f') America; read second time and laid on the table. 
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A bill to be entitled an act allowing the Commissioner 01 
fhe General Land Office two additional clerks; read first 
lime; rule suspended, reau second time. 

Senator McCrearey moved to strike out" until the Hhh 
January next," and insert" two months." Lost. 

Senator McCreary moved to in3ert "fifty dollars per 
month." Lost. 

Rule further suspended; read third tim e and passed. 
Senator Kaufman moved La suspend tbe rule, so as ttl 

allow him to introduce a petition. Lost. 
Senator Kinney mcved to suspe nd the rule so as to allow 

him to introduce a bill. Carried. 
A bill to be entitled an act to establi sh a ce rtain mail 

route tberein nam ed , and for othe r purposes; read first time; 
rule suspended, read second time. 

Senator C a ldwe ll mo\'ed to insert the word" defined," 
before Ihe word" limits." Carried. 

Senator Kaufman moved to insert at the bottom of the 
section, "and this act take effect from and aflcr its passage." 
Carried . 

Bill orciered to be engrossed; rule further suspended , 
read third time and passed. 

A bill to be entitled an act authorizing the County Com
missioners of Galveston COUllty to license a ferry from Gal .. 
veston to Point Bulivar; rea d first time; rule sll' pended, 
read second time; rule further suspended, read tbird time 
and passed. 

On motion of Senator Kaufman, the report of the Commit
tee on Finance \\ as taken up. 

On motion, th e repo rt of the committee, recommending 
substitute, adopted. 

Bill read first time; rule suspended , read s('cond time ; 
rule further susrended; read tf;jird tim e and ra~sed. 

On Motion of Senator Cald well, the Senate adjourned 
until 4 o'clock, P. M. 

4 o'clock, P. II. 

Senate met; roll called; quorum present. 
A message was received from the House, through 1. H 



Raymond, Chief Clerk, transmiuing Senate's bill to be en
titled an act requesting the introduction of United State8 
troops into Texas, with the amendments ot the House. 

On moti on, the bill Hod amendments were take n up. 
Senator K ufmull offi red thp. following amendment: 
Strike out (he words, "and rt'qu ired," and afler the word. 

"authorizpd," in the second lin e , insert, .. if the preserva
,ion of the inlt"grily of lh e coulllry d emands it-" 

Ayes and No s call ed for on the amenrlmen t stood thus: 
Ayes '"'(!oator Greer, Grimes, Kaufman, Luckie, l\'Ic

Crearey, Munson, and Parker 7. 
Noes S natol's C~lrl\V ell, Kinney, Lawrence, Patillo Pils-

bury, Roman :mcl Wright 7. 
There being a tip, the President of the Senate voted no. . 
So the ame nd ment \Va' lost. 
Question on lite adop ti on of the amendment of the House. 
Ayes and N\Jes bf'ing called fiJI" stood lhus : 
Ayes ·Senalors CalcJwell. Kinn t:y, Lawrence, McCrea

rey, PilsoLlry. R()m~n and Wright. 7. 
Noes .' ~ na[On~ Greer, Grimes, Kaufman, Luckie, Mun

son, Parker and Palillo 7. 
The re being a t ie, the Presiuent of tbe Senate oted ho. 
So the Sf'nale refused to concur. 

enator Rom:lO, chairman of the Committee on Engrossed 
Bills. made the fullo\\ing report: 

• 

COl\1MITT.EE ROOM, June 23, 18M;. 

Bon. K. L. Allderson, 
President oj the Senate:' 

The Committee on Engrossed Bills have examined and 
find correctly engrossed tbe following bills: 

A bill to be entitled an act to establish certain mail routes 
therein namp-d, and for other purposes. 

A bill makincr an appropriation to defray the expenses of 
he extra session of the ninth Congress. 

A joint resolution for the relief of T. Jefferson Cbambers. 
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A' bill to be entitled an act to fix the time and places of 
boldi ng the District Co u rts of 1 bp fi 1St JudiciaL District. 

RICHAE D ROMAN, Chairman. 

Report adopted. 
A message \vas received from thp- President, through hi s 

Private Secretary, S. Z, Hoyle, infimning the Senale that 
the President had signed the following bill:>,: 

'Joint resolution tendering to General Andrew Jackson tI.e 
tl'ibute of a nation's gratitude. •. 

J oi n t resoln tion gi ving the con Sfll1t of 1 he existi ng G overn
ment to tbe annexation of Texas to the United Slates. 

An act making appropriations to defray the expenses of 
the Convention, and granting to 'the members thereof the 
franking privilege. 

ALso transmilling the following communications in writing: 

. To the Hon. the Senate: 

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, 

Washingto~, June 23, 1845 . 

Tbe Executive respectfully transmits, in reply to the reso
,lutioo of your bnnorable borly. of tbe 21st iost., the enclosed 
communication from the Department of State, furnishing the 
desired information: 

Sir,-

• ANSON .J ONES . 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 

Washington, Juno !3, 1845. 

In answer to the resol ution of the Hon. tbe Senate, adopt
ed on the 21st inst., and referred to this Department, request
ing to be informed whp.wer any other propo,:;itions than those 
confided to the Senale, have been made by Mexico, and ask
iog that such propositions. if any, witb all correspondence 
upon the subject be laid befoce the Senate; also requestiryg 

• 
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information whether any T exian agent or 'officer of otbe 
description, was employed in negotiat ing the condi tions 
preliminary to a treaty with Mexico, now befi)r the Senate, 
and if so, the person, rank, and instructions undpr which he 
acted; I h· ve th e honor to reply that no r-ropositions, other 
than th ost> now b t·fore the Senate, have b ell made bv Mex.i-

~ 

co to this Government, and that with th ose proposil inns, aU 
correspondence had upon tbe subj~ct has already been sub
milled to thc ellute. 

In relution to the request contained in the latter part of 
sait! resolution, I reply re"pectful1y, but ca'cgnrically, that no 
Texian aC1pn~ or ofilcer of any descriptiull, was employed by 
this government in negotiating with Mexi<.:o tbe conditions of 
that prelimll1ary treaty. 

I have the bonor to be, very respectfully, 
Your Excellency's ob't sprv't, 

• 

EBEN'l1 ALLEN, 
Act'g Sec'y of State. 

To HIS EXCELLENCY, THE PRESIDRNT 

of the RepuLlic of Te. as. 

Senator McCrearey moved that 500 copies of the commu
nication of the President, and the accompanying document, 
be printcJ. Lost. 

Senator \\' right moved to su pend the rule', so as to anow 
him to introduce a bill. Carried. 

A billtn be cntitl(,J an act to authorize the Rl'public, by the 
Atlornf'Y General. to institute L1ilS against certain contractor 
for the illtroduction of colonists into Texas, under con lracts 
made with the Presiclent; reat! first tim ; rule su pended, 
read second lime and referred to the Committee on the J u
diciary. 

Settalof Greer introduced the following resolution: 
ResoZvl'd. by tILe enate, That with the consent of the Hou e 

of Repre !>.nlatives, the present ses ion of Congrpss will 
adjourn sine die, on Wednesday the 26th ins1., at 9 o'clock, 
P. M. Adopted. 

On motion, tme Senate adjo.urned until to-morrow at 9 
o'clock, A. M. 
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TUESDAY, June 24 IGlA.t:l , O~. 

Senate met pursuant to adjournment; roll called; quorum 
present; Prayn by the Chaplain. 

Journals of the preceding day read and adopted. 
A message was received from the HOlJse throllgh J. H. 

Raymond, Chief Cle rk, transmitting the fullownin g bills: 
A bill to be entitled an aCl to establish certaill Jn tl il routes 

andfot" other purpOi':es ; a joint re ' olulioo acknnwlt 19ing the 
claims of L. S. Hargous and oth rs J joint resolutIon {or tbe 
relief of Lielltenant Charles B. Snow, Texa ~ nuvy; joint 
resolution for tbe relief of T. J effe rson Chambe rs ; and bad 
passed, witb amendment, a joint resolLllioo for the relief 
of Post Caplain E. vV. Moore j al 0 that th H ouse adhere 
to their amendments to ajoint resolution rel:.tlive to the intro
duction ofUnitetl Stall'S tlOOP illlO Texas, and Il J d appoint
ed a committee ot' conferencc, and requcst the appointment 
of a like commillee 011 the rurt of the Senate; also, had 
passed a joint resolution for the relief of a certain person 
therein named; and a bilt to be enlillf'd an act for the benefit 
of the owners of the steam ship Mel im. 

On motion of Senator Caltl well, the Senate proceeded to 
the orders of the day. 

Joint resolution far tbe relief of Post Captain E. W. 
Moore, with the amendment of the Hou'e. 

Senator Kaufman muved to insert, "and all other bills." 
Lost. 

Amendments concurred in. 
Joint resolution li,r tbe relief of a certain person therein 

named; read first time; rule suspendpd, read second time. 
Senator Grimes moved to strike out the caption of tbe bill 

and insert, "joint resolution mRldllg an appropriation for the 
redemption of John Parker, a prisoner amongst the Indians." 
Carried. 

Rule further suspended. read third lime and passed. 
Joint resolution for the bf'oefit of the owners of the steam 

.hip McKim; read first time. 
A message ,"as received from the House, through Ja.l . 
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..fi; Raymond, Chief Clerk, informing the Senate of the inde~ 
finite postponeme Tlt of a hill to be en1itled all act 10 fix the 
time and places of holding the Di ;; tric.:t Courts ill ,tbe first 
Judicial Di.3triL:t; and had amended th e Senate's bill grant
ing further time for th e payme nt of government dues and the 
return~o f field nOle::., 

The Chair appointed Sena tors Kaufman, Caldwell and 
Pilsbury, a committee of conferf'l1ce as a;;ked by the HO,use 
on ajoint re:;:ol uli oll reb,tive to the introduction of the United 
~tates troops 'into T(~. · as. 

SeDator Caldwell moved to suspend the rule, so as to allow 
him to introduce a bill. Carried. 

Joint resoilltioll restoring certain persons to th eir rank in 
the navy; read firsl time; rule sllspr' tl d('d, r('au sf'cond time 
nO,d ordered to be engr03secl; rule furtber suspended, read 
tblrd time and passed. 

Senator McCrearey moved to ::u"rf'nd the rule, so as to 
allow him to inlrod llce a bill. Ca r rie~1. 

Joint re~iolulion for tlJP relief of certain 'disabled seamen, 
landsmen and marine3; read first ti me; rille suspended, 
read second lim"). 

Senator Gri lnps offi.'rf'd the C llowing amellclmf'n t: 
"Section 2. Be it furllJPr' ellU (; teJ, 'I hat JClsepb Cecil be 

nnd be is lwreby allowed the sum of on bUlidred dollars 
per annum in arltliti)n to Ilis anllual pension of three bundred 
uollars." Rt'j ected. 

Rule further SU~p t'Il( l eu, rf'acl third time aud passed. 
On motion of Senator Palillo, the Seliate aUJourneli untit 

to-morro\v at 9 o'c1ol:k, A. M. 

-
-

, \VEDNE3DAY, June 25, l846. 

~enate met pursuant to adjournment; roll called; quorum 
present; prayf'r .by I be CIUt plain. 

Journals of tbe preceding day read and adopted .. 
, 



Senator Roman, chairman of the Committee on Engros~e 
Bills made the following report: 

COMMITTEE ROOM, June 26, 18415. 

H01~. K. L. Anderson, 
President of the Senate; 

Tbe Commitle~ on Engrosserl Bills h~ve ex:amined and 
find correctly engr,)s~p.d the following bill~: • 

A joint reilnlillion for tbe rf'lief of c€'rtnin Sf'<lmen, lands
men and rmHinC:'s; and a joint resolution restoring certain 
persons to their rallk jn thp navy. 

RIGHARD ROMAN, Chairman. 
I 

Report arlnptecl. 
Senator Roman. chairman of the Joint Committee 011 

Enrolled Bills, made the follo,ying report: 

COMMITTEE ROOM, June 26, 184~. 

Hon. K. L. Anderson, 
President oj lite Senate: 

The Joint"Committee on Enrolled Bills have examined and 
find correcLly €'nrollpd Ihe f(~lIo\Ving bil~s, to wit: 

Ajoinl resolution fur the reliefof Lieulenant Charles B. 
Snow, Texas Nctvy. 

Joint resolulio: acknowledging the claims of L. S. Har
gous and otbers. 

An act to establish certain mail routes therein named aDd 
for otber purpoiles. 

Joint resolution for the relief of Post C<lptain E. W. Moore. 
Joint resolution for th e relief of T. Jefferson Chambers. 
Tbe same having bee n signed by the peakf'r 01 the House 

of Representatives and Preside nt of th l> Spnale, was on yet 
terday presented to the EXf'cutive for his approval. 

RICHARD ROl\lAN, Chairman. 

n~port adopted. 



Senator Caldwell moved to suspend the rule, so· as to aUo,,. 
him to introduce ,a bill. Lost. 

On motion of Senator Roman, the Senate proceeded \.G 
the orders or tbe day. 

Joint resolution for the relief of the O'\vners of the steam 
ship McKim; read second time. 

On mlHion of ~enator Grimes, the bill was laid on the 
table until the first day of Sfptember next . 

Joint rewlution grantitJg furth r time for the payment of 
government dues atld the return of fi e ld notes , with amend
ments of the H ouse. 

Senator Kaufman moved to amend th e amenrlment of the 
House, by striking out" 1s l July, IS4()," and in se rting" 1st 
January, 18'17." Lost. 

On motion the Se nate refused to concur in the amend
ment of tbe House. 

On motion of Senat0f ~&" cCr6'B.rey, the Senate adjourned 
until 4 o'clock, P. l\f. 

4: o'clock, P. :.1, 

Senate met; roll called; qunrum present. 
A message was recei vecl from the House, (h rough J as. H . 

Raymond, Chier Clerk, trans mitting tb e following bills: 
A bill to be entitled an act supplementary to an act mak

ing an appropriaion for the pa. mpnt of the mf'mbers of the 
Convention, ancl granting to tbem top franking privilege, 
which haJ passed the House and request ing tO f' conc urrenc~ 
of the Senate to the same; alld had passed. a joillt resolu
tion for tbe relief of certain seamen, iandsmE'n, and ma
rines; and a j oi nt resolution rf'storing- certain persons to 
their rank in the navy, which originated in tbe ::senate; and 
had passed with amendments a bill 10 be entitled an act to 
aller the time for the meeting ofIhe rfgular session of Con
gress; and the Housp. had r ceded from their amendments 
to ajoint resolution granting further time for the rayment ,of 
government dues and the return of fi('ld notes; and had pas
led a substitute to the Senate's hill to be entitled an act to 
set apart a portion of the public domalO, ly ing belWC~Jl 
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'~e Arkansas and n ed Rivers for tbe payment orthe natIonal 
debt of the Republic of Texas, and to repeal a certain act 
rnerein named; and had a.dopted the repon of the commiuee 
of conference on a jowt resolution relative to the introduc
tion of United tStalC's troops into Texas. 

A message was rer.eiveo from His Excellf'ncy the Presi
dent, through bis Private Sec retary, . Z. Hoyle, transmit
ling a communication in wriling, witb accompanying docu
m e nts, Ilnd informing the Senale of the ~pproval of the fol
lowing bill ~ : 

A joint resolutio n acknowledging tbe claims of L. S. Har-· 
gous and olhers. 

Joint resolution for the relief of T. J effi. rson Chambers. 
An act to es.tabli::.h certain mail routes th e rei n named, and 

for other purposes. 
A bill to be entitled an act supplemelltary to an act mak

iog an arrropria.tion fM tl1 11a of the memhers of the Con
vention and gr~lnling them tb e franking privilege; read first 
time; rule suspenJed, read second time; rule further sus
pendeu, read lbird lime a nd pas5ed. 

A bill to b e entitlpd aD aCl to alter th e lime for the meet
ing of tbe annual se ssions of Congress; amendments oftne 
House concLlrred in. 

Report of th committee of conferencf' on the joint resolu
lion relative to the introduction of Onited Slates troops into 
Texas. 

On molion of Sena or R :lllfman, tlie report was adopted. 
Substitute to Se ti21 le'S bill to be entitled an act to set apart 

a portion of the public dom a in, lying between the Arkansas 
and Red Rivers., fi1t" th e pay ment of the national uebl of the 
Republic of Texas, atlci to re pea l a certain act th e rein named. 

On motion the sub2litute \Vas adoptpd. 
Senator Caldw~l'l mfJ ved to r~con'idf'r the vote laying on 

~he Laule a bill to be entitled an act for the benefit oftb€f 
owners of the steam ship l\lcKim. 

Ayes and ~oes called for, stood thus: . 
Ayes Senators Caldwell, Kinney, Lawrence, Pc:.tillo and 

Wright 5. . 
Noe~ Senators Greer, Grimes, Kaufman, Luckie, }lc

~reareYI Parker and Roman 1. 
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So the motion was lOllt. 
On motion of Senator Kaufman, the following comD"Juneia. 

lion from His Excellency the President was read. 

'To the Hon. the Senate; 

EXECUTlVE DEPARTMENT, 

Washington, June 25, 1845. 

The Execlltive, in pursuance of a resolution of tbe ~Otb 
inst., respectfully tran sm its the clJclot'ed con o:unication 
from the Department of State, with accompany trig oocu-

• 

menls. 
• ANSON JONE5 . 

• -

DEP A}l.TMENT OF STA'.rS. 

'1'0 His ExcellenC1J, 
A SON JONES, Preside7lt . ~'c.: 

Sir, 10 answer to the resolution of the Senate adopted 
)[1 tbe 20th insL, and reCerred to this D epartment, requesting 
.0 be furnished with" all the correspond ence th t r.as taken 
lace be,\Veell this Government and the British anc.l Mexican 
;ovcrnment~, since the adjournment of tbe ninth Congress , 
I have the bonor to transmit, herewith, e.ll the correspondence 
in the possess ion of this Department, required in the said 
resol u t ion, not he relofore I'll rn ished. 

Very respectfully, 
Your Excellency's oh't !::erv't 

1 EBEN'R ALLEN. 
Sec'y of Slatt! . 

• 
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(Mr. Elliot-teo Mr. ANen.] 

GA.LVE~TON, January 8th, 184.6. 

Tb THE HON. EBENEZER ALLEN, 

Attorney General and Secreta1'Y oj State, ad i7~terim, 
of the Republic oj T exas : 

The undersigBed, Her Britanic Majesty's Charge d' Af
fairs to the Republic of Texas, has the honor to tran smit to 
Mr. Allen, the original declaration made by Ir. Thomas 
Hilbert, mercbant, of Liverpool, in England , respc>c ting tbe 
pending claim for tbe cargo of the "Litlle Penn." He sbould 
acq uaint 1\1r. Allen , that agreeahly to a suggestion of hi s own , 
all the correspondence upon this subject had been submitted 
to the Queen's A.dvocate in Admiralty, arId tbe accompany
ing deqlaration was made in conformity with that officer's 
advice . 

The unde rsigned sincerely trusts tbat tIle Government of' 
Texas will !loW feel itself in a situation to adjwI tbis very 
long standing claim, which is tile subjr'ct of frc(luent and 
urgent redam ation on Het' Majp~ty's GOYerlllnf'nt by the 
parties concerned . He would also feel oblig.·J to Mr. Allen, 
to re turn the declaration al bi s conVf'nicllt If'isure, tbere being 
110 copy of it in the arcbi( yes of this Lf'galiot1 ; 3tHI be avails 
lJimseJ{' oft Ii- occasion to convey to 1\1 r. Allel1lhe nSSlll'UnCC3 

~ 

Idf esteem and high consid eration with which be hilS to e ~. o -
']01' to be 

• 

His most obedient and faithful servant, 
OHAl?LE..? ELLIOT. 

, 
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[ Copy.] 

BOROUGH OF LIVERPOOIl, 

d the COUllty Palatine of Lancaster. 
To' wit: . 

I, Thoma-Hilbert, merchant, of Liverpoool. in the county 
ofLaoca~ ter, in the United Kingdom of Great Britain and, 
Ireland, do solemnly and sillcerely declare, th ut in the year 
one thousand eight hundred and thirty-seven, I was acting 
as I now am, as manage r of the affairs of Fcs. de Llzardi & 
Co, of thi s port, who at the time afill'esaiJ were correspon
den ts of'Dun JOCJuaiD Gutierres de Estrada, with whom they 
had an open accorJnt,anrl that in pursllance o('orders received 
from thc saiJ Joqlluil1 Gutierres de Estrnd,l, they, the said 
Fcs. de LizarJi & Co., this deponpot, lilen acting io thei r be
half, shipped slInu,y goods or merchandize Oil bO'ird the Bri
tisb 'les 'el called the "Little Penn," Pugh, ClIa",ter tbereof: 
uound !(Ir l'ob.1SCO, amounting to tile sum of' four tbousand 
six hundrpd and seventy pounds filtH shilling and four 
pelJce, as p'~r invoices . all of which was ilJ;;urt'J ill London, 
against tbe risks of the "oyage . That it app,'ars by tbe 
captain's repnrt, and documents tralBmittl'd tll tbis country, 
the" Lillie Penn" was wrecked all the shf1 .. d, or rt'I'f', knowll 
as tbe Alacrall~s, not far from Camp<>:lchy, nnd tbat the 

Iexicun vessels emplo)'cJ hy the C:q)I<l11l of tbe "Little 
1)('1111," to Sll\'e the cargo, WC'lC eitller C'lrtlJl'eci Dr driven 
Hway by the 'l'exiilll vessels of war. Thn.tliw u!lder\Vritcr~, 
on the receipt of the documents sent hiJl1H' by C~ptnin Pugh, 
~nd the agent at Lovds! paid the 105s, alit! tbe ~uid Fe . de 
Lizardi & Co., on behulC of the said und('rwl itl'r~, claim com
JJcnsalion liOln the 'l'exian Goyerllmell! lelr lhe loss aod the 
Jnjury occ. Sil)twd to thpir interests, as Uriti:;b subjects, by 
the acts of tbe 'l'exian vessels of \~ ar. 

And I make this solemn declaration, cOllscient iously be
lieving the same to be truc, and by virt ue or tbe provisions 
of an act made and passed in the sixth ye-n r of til e reign of 
hi late Maje ty, in lituleJ .. An ac t to rt'peal an act of tn61 
present session of parliament, intituled· an act for the ' 



more effectual abolition of oaths, and affirmation I, takeH and 
made ill various departments of the State, and to substitu te 
declarations in lieu thereof, and for the more entire suppres~ 
sion of voluntary and extra-judicial oaths ~nd affidavits, 
and to make other provisions for the abolition of .unneces~ary 
oaths." 

Declared anti subscribed at Liverpool aforesaid, the ail· 
teenth day of September, one th ousan d eight hundred 
and forty·four. 

(Signed) THOS. HILBERT. 

Before WILLIAM DIA~A, 
Magistrate of th e DorolJoh of Liverpool. 

, 

[Mr. Smith to ltfr. Elliot.] 

• 

CAPTACN CHAl'tLE <:' ELLroT, 

DEPAUTlVIET OF STATE, 

February 22, 18M>. 

H er Britannic It!ajestv's Charge d' AiJain:s, ~c., q-c" ~'c, : 

The undersi 6 ntd, Secretary of. State of tbe Republic·of 
Texas, has the honor to ac,knowlecl ge the rf'ceipt of the note 
orCaptain Elliot, Her Britannic l\laje~ ty'<: Cbarge el' Affaires, 
of the 81h niL, enclosing the declaration of Mr. Thomal!l 
Hilbert, concerning the" Little P e nn." 

This subject bas been complicated quite unnecessarily by 
the suspicious ::lnd conflicting statements rllrni~hed by the 
Messrs. Lizardi, concern ing the value of th cargo of the 
c. Little Penn," and the amount of damage' s claimed, nnd by 
their neglect to make any rleducti on fo r the salvage retained 
on the goods wbich \Vere saved by the l\Jexican wreckera , 
or for other lTIerchandize notoriou sly plundered from the 
wreck by the Mexicans, which merchandize it appears ",at 
never accounted for in any manner. 
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The undersigned will not waste time in endeavorin~ to 
econcile the conflicting tatements presented to this Govern

.nent, nor in exposing the attempt of the Messrs. Lizardi 
'.G recover from Texas payment for losses for which under no 
lOS sible view of the subject, could bis COLlntry be held re

tipon silJle. Passing by, therefore, all irrelavent oonsidera
tio ns , the undersig'1ed will proceed at ouce to place the 
matter on that principle of law which, in his opinion, is deci
sive of tbe merit of toe claim. 

Mr. Thomas Hilbert, in tbe declar~tion transmitted by 
Captain Elliot, states tbat sundry goods or mercbandize were 
sbipped on board the" Litlle Penn, ' by himsell~ as manager 
for Messrs. Lizardi, to tbeir correspondent, Don Joquain Gu
ti-erres de Estrada, witb ,vhom tbey hau an open account, 
nnd in pursuaL1ce oronlers received from tbe said Don Jo
'luain Gutierres de Estrada. In none of tbe documents sub
mitted to tbe undersigned is it alleged, nor does it otbcrwise 
appear, that Don de Estrada is a British subject . On the 
contrary, from his name and place of residence, and from 
other known circumstances, it is clear that Don de Estrada is 
a Mexican citizen. According to the British municipal law, 
ai well as the doctrine of the civil law, the merchandize, on 
being shipped, became fonhwitb the property of Don de Es
trada, H Mexican citizen, and as such was Jiable to capture 
by Texian cruizers, djrectly it :\'as found on tbe high seas. 

The Joctrihe Lhat the property in the merchand ize on its 
being shipped ceased to be thnt of a British subject, and 
'esled in Don de Estrada, has not been controverted. The 

undersigned begs to cite as relevant to tbis point, an autho
ritative British writer OTI law, as follows: 

" Tuerefore, if a person order goods of a trader Jiving at a 
distance, and directs that tbey s-hall be sent to bim, by a car
rier or other conveyance, witbout naming anyone in particu
lar, a delivery of tbe goods to a known carrier or trading ves
sel going either to the town or nearest place to wlJere tl:.e 
vender resides, will in effect amount tQ a ldelivery to tbe 
vendee, in whom the property is immediately vested; and 
he must sland all risks of conveyance; and he alone can 
maintain un action for injury done or other accident happen
ing to the goods in their transit. And so, wilen goods are 

E 
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sent abroad, the property vests in the consignee, from the
lime they are shipped." COni!}? un COnlTacts, page 136,2d 
American Edition . 
. The Artide No. 1583.of the Code ~~poleon, is respect
fully referred to, as showlng tbat the Clvll Law eSluulishes a 
like rule as tbe Common Law, in these ca:)es. Aeeordina, 
then, to the well established principle of British Law the 
goods and merchanuize having ceased to belong to M. M. 
Lizardi, and the property in the same having vested in Don 
de Estrada, tbe former cannot, in theif character as British 
subjects, maintain any claim for compensation for their loss 
by capture. 

It will not be denied by any British authorities that the 
goods being the property of Don de Estrada, a citizen of 
Mexico, a country at war with Texds, were lawful capture 
for 'l'exian cruizers, in whatever vessel they may have been 
found. To meet a uifterent rul e, incorporated by some na
tions into their maratime code, by treaty, it is sufficient to 
advert to the fael that the goods alledged to have been 
wrongfully captured, were taken in tbe ,. Abi pa," confess
edly a l\Ip.xican vessel. 

The British vessel, tbe "Lillie Penq," was a wreck before 
tbe appearance of the Texian cruizers, ami it is not alleged 
that she was detained or her navigation in any manner inter
fered with by thcJ Texi~n vessels of war. 

The merchandize ca ptu red in the" Abispa" being, accord
ing to an undisputable principle of English law, not British 
property, bUl that of a .Mexicuncitizen, anu as such a fuir 
prize, the under£igned , therefore, conceives that no claim 
can be sustained by Her Majesty's Government against tbat 
of Texas, for the property shipped on bOllrd tbe" Little 
Penn," were all the facts admitted as set forth in the docu
ments whicb have fallen under his notice in support of the 
c laim in question. 

The Governmeot of Texas are animattd with a sincere 
desire to adjust this matter without unnecessary delay, in 
the spirit of frankness. The undersigned would, the-refore, 
stale, that should satisfactory proof be hereafter exhibited, 
that Don Joquain Gutieres de Estrada was a Btitish subject 

nd not a citizen· of Mexico. in that case, even, no further 
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v aim would accrae agaill't his Govel'nment for tbe merchan
dize captured on the" Abispa," and that alleged to have 
been taken from the "Little Pelln," th an for the amount of 
sales made at MatagonJa, of the merchandize in question, 
after tleductin a salvage. It is not for a moment imagined 
that Captain Elliot desires Texas to pay salvagc on goods 
saved on the" Paz," anu for olher goods plundered from the 
wreck of the" Little Penn," by Mexicans , all which has 
heen claimed by the 1\1. M. Lizardi. 

The undersigned embr;;tces this opportunity to present to 
Captain Elliol assurances of the high consideration with 
~hich he has the honor to be, 

Most respectfu][y, 
Captain Elliot's • 

Very obedient servant, 
ASH BEL SMITH . 

• 

• 

• 

[ilfr. Elliot to 151')·. Allen.] 

GALVESTON, June 13, 184.5. 

The unclersignecl, Her' Britannic l\{8:jesty's Charge el' Af
fai res to the Republic of Te~as, has the honor to acquaint 
Mr. Allen, that tbe bad state of his health constrains him to 
:1vail himself of leave of absence, to take the benefit of a 
temporary change or climate. 

He would not like to go away, however, in any uncertainly 
as to his return, without offering the President his sincere 
acknowledgements for the constant public consideration and 
private k,iod ness he has receiveu from bis Excellency in bis 
long intercourse "vilh this Government; or witbout adding to 
those thanks his cordial wishes for the continued honor and 
prosperity of the Itepublic and people of Texas. 

He requests Mr. Allen to convey these senti ments to His 
E.'tcellency, and to accept upon his own part tbe assurances 
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Qf regard and distinguished consideration with which be bas 
• tbe honor to remalO 

His most faith ful 
And obeJient servant, 

CHARLES E LLIOT . 
• 

To THE • 

Hoc . EEE:NEZER ALLE='<, &c., &c., 

• 
Senator Kaufman, one of the Committee 011 tbe Judiciary, 

to \vhom was referred a billlo be entitled an act to authorize 
the' Republic, by the Attorney General, to institute suits 
against certain contractors [or the introduction of colonise' 
into Texas, under contracts made with the President, and 
fol' other purposes, reported the same back to tbe ~enate bv 
0. substitute, for the action of the Senate. ~ 

Senator Vright moved to suspend the rule, so us to take 
up the llepott. ost. 

On motion of Senator Kinney, the Senate adJourniid until 
to- 10rrow at 0 o'clock, A. l\I. 

• 

• 
• • 'T J t,)- 1 nURSDAY, one ",D, • 

• 
Senate met pursuant t9 acljournment; roll called; quorum 

prc:;cnt; prayer by the Chapbin. 
J oumals of tbe.l'receding day read and adopted. 
Senator Caldwell moved to stl~rcnd the rule, so as to allnw 

him to introduce a bill. Carried, 
_ bill to be en itlcd an nct adtlitionn.l to an n.ct to regula e 

the proceedings in civil suits; rGad first time; rule susren~cd, 
ead second time; rule further suspen,dcd, reari Llmd time 

und passod. , 
On motion of Senator CaM 'ell, tho Senate proceeded to 

the ordu of the rJa " .' 
~ . 
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A bill to be entiLled an act to authorize the Republic by 
ttorney General to institute ~uits against certain contrac

to rs for the introduction of colonists into Texas, under con
tracts made with the President; report of the Committee 
on the Judiciary, recommending a substitute for tbe bill, 
laid on the table. 

Bill read second time and ordered to be engrossed; rule 
uspended, rend third time and passed. . 
Senator Munsoll, one of tbe Committee on Claims and 

Accounts, to whom was referred the petition of James neily, 
reported they haTe bad tbe same under consideration, that 

lthough the claim of petitioner IIlay bejl1st, yet there is no 
evidence befim' tbe committee of the amount of service 
'cndcrecJ, tberefore recommend that the Senate take no further • 
r ctiol1. Al:.o, to whom was referred the petition of Julia 1\(. 
G. Vcave, rerorl that in the opinion of the committee there 
is ne neces .:: ity for legislation to secure tbo rights of the peti
lionel', and therefore beg leave to be discbargeu from the fur
ther consideration of the S:lme. 

Senator Pd · bury moved to suspend the rule, so as to aUo v 
Lim to inLrod uce a bill. Carried. 

Joint resolution for the relief of J. F. Brown; read first 
time; rule suspended, read second time anu ordered to be 
engrossed; rule further suspenued, read third time and 
passed. 

Senator Kinney moved to adjourn unti14 o'clock, r. M. 
Lost. 

:Senator Roman, chairman of Lhe Committee on Enarossctl 
Bills, made the following report: 0 

COlI?IITTEE ROO:\I, June 26, 184.5 . 
• 

Hon . K. L. Anderson, 
Presid,cnt C!l tllc Senate:' 

Tbe Committee on Engrossed Bills ha\'e examined anu 
find correctly engrossed tbe following bills: 

A. bill to be entitled an act additional to an act to regulate 
tbe proceedings in civil suits, approved 5th February, 18 4. 0. 

J()int resolution for the relief of J. F. Brown. 
RICHARD RO.\oIAN, Chairman. 
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On motion of Senator Kinney, the Senate adJournoi 
until 4 o'clock, P. M. 

4 o'clock, r. M. 

£enatb met; roll called; quorum present. 
A message was received from the House, through ]. H. 

Raymond, Chief Clerk, transmill ing a bill to b enlitled an 
act additional to an act to regulate the proceedings in civil 
s uits, which originated in lbe enate and bad pa sed the 
House; and a bill to be elHiLled an act to autborize tbe Re
public, by the Attorney General, to inslitute SuilS against 
certain contractors for the introduction of colonists into Tex
as, under contracts made with the President, witb amend
ments; also have passed a joint re solution to establish a mail 
route between Galveston and New Orleans; Ul50 a bill to be 
entitled an act supplementary to an act to detect fraudulent 
land certificates and to proviue for tbe issuing of patents to 
legal claimants; and a joint resolution for tae relief of David 
F. Webb, and requesting tbe concurrence of the Senale to 
the same. 

Senator Homan, chairman of tbe Committee on Eogl'os!ed 
Bills, made the following report: 

CO~DlITTEE ROOl\!I) June 25, 1646. 

Hon. K. L. Ande1'son, 
President of the Senate: 

The Committee on Engrossed Bills have examined and 
find correctly engrossed a bill to be enliLled an act to autho
rize the R epubl ic, by the ALLorney General, to institute suit" 
against cerlain contracLors for the iutrouuctlon of oolonists 
under contracts made wlth tbe Presiden t. 

RIOHARD ROMAN, Chairman. 

Senator Roman chairman of the Joint Committee on E 
roll\:!d Bills, made the following report: 



COMM1'l'TEE ROOM, June 25, 1815 • 

. 1Hon. K. L. Anderson, 
P1'esident of the Senate : 

The J oint Committee on Enrolled Bills have examined and 
find correctly enrolled tbe following bills: 

A bill to b entill~d an act to alter the time for tbe meet
ing of th e annual sessions of Congress. 

Joint re~otulion gran tillg further lime fo r the payment of 
governmen t dues alld the return of nelc! nOles. 

J oint resolution [or th e relief of certain disabled seamen, 
landsmen and marines. 

J oint resolutLon relative to the introduction of United , 

States troops intO Texas, and for otber purposes . 
Joint resolution suspending the operations of an act enti

tled an act authorizing any holder of prom issory notes, 
bonds, (unu ed debt, or any olb3r unliquidated claims against 
the Government, to surrender the same and receive in lieu 
thereof lan d scrip. 

The same having been signed by tbe Speaker of the House 
of R epreselltatives and PreSIdent of the Senate, was this 
day presented to the Executive for his approval. 

lUCHARD ROMAN, Chairman. 

Amendments of the House to a billio be entitled an act to 
authorize the Hepublic, by the Attorney General, to institute 
suits ag in-t certain contraotors furthe iou'ou Dction of colo
nists into Texas" under contracts made with the President, 
concurred in. 

A bill 10 bp, entitled an act supplementary to an act to de
tect fraudule nt lalld certificates alld to prov ide for the issuing 
of patenLs to legal claimant's ; read first time; rule suspend
ed, reau' second lime; rule further suspended, read tbird 
lime a nd pas ed . 

Ajoint re-solulion to establish a mail route from Galveston 
to New Orle~ns , read first time; rule suspended, read second 

, 
time. 

Senator Greer moved to in-sert "one balf," before the word 
~I amount," 

Ayes and Noes called for, stood thus: 
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AY fi S Senators Gree r, himes, Kaufman, Luckie lItl
('rearey Munson, P arker, P uillo ami R amall 9. 

Noe~ Senators Caldwf'lI, and Kinney 2 . 
Amendment auopted i rule furt her suspended, r ad third 

lime and passed. 
Joint resolution fi)r the relief of David. F . W bb; rcad 

first lime ; rule suspended, rend ccond time. 
Senator Kinney oilercu tbe follO\ving amcllllmcnl: 
Section 2. Be it furtbe r CIHlClCd, '1 hnt tbe act to which 

this is a supplerr.cI1t, be so amended ::IS to reall "John R. 
Duker," instead of Ie John C. Baker," and "G. \V. Tra
hern," in.:tead of "G. 'V. Tl'i~gba •. " 

Adopted; rule further suspendeu, reau tbird Lime anll 
passed. • 

A messnge' was received from the House, through J:u. 
H . Haymond, Chief' Clerk, transmiLling a bill to he I1tille~ 
tln act supplementary to an act to restore la!ld~ 011 for 
ta."es to the (;Hmer owners, approved Jan. lSth, 1845, which 
origillutcu in the 'House, anu requesling the cOllcurrence 0 
the Senate to the salDe. . 

Bill read first tilDe; rule suspended, rend second time. 
~cnator Parker mO\'ed to in~ert H assembl d," after the 

word" Congress." Auopted . 
Rule furliwr suspended; read tbinI time and pns ell. 
~enalor Culdwell moved to suspend the rule, so as to allo~' 

Rim to introduce a bill. 
Ayes and Noes cnlled for slood thus : 
Ayes Senators Caluwell , Kinney, Luckie , Munson, and 

'VV Tight 5. 
Noes Senators Greer, Grimes, Kaufman , McC rearey, 

Parker, Patillo and Roman 7. Lost. 
Senator Wright moveu to suspend tbe rule, so as to 

allow him to introJ uce a petition . • 
Ayes a nd Noes called fors toou tbus : 
Ayes Senators Caluwell , K inl1 f',Y , Luckie and '"\Vrigbt 4. 
Noes Senators Greer, Gri me , r aUfLI)nn , .1cCrearey, 

Munson , P arker, P atillo an d Roman S. LO~ l. 
On mOlion, the enate adjourned until to-morrow at 9 

o'clock, A. M. 
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• 

• FRIDAY, J une 27, 1845 • 

Senate met pursuant to adjournment; roll called; quonlln 
f>resent; Prayer by the Chaplain. 

Journals of the preceding day read and ac1ortetl. 
Senator Roman, chairman of the Joint Committee 01:1 

Enrolled Bills, made the following report: 

COl\nrITTI;;E RooM, JUlle 27, Ui·1:5. 

HOI!. K. L. Anderson, 
President rif tlte Senate..' • 

• 

The Committee on Enrolled Bills bave examined ano 
fillLl correctly enrolled the following bills: 

An act to authorize the Republic, by tbe Attorney General 
or District Attorney!, to insl1tute suits ag lil t certa'u C(,O

tractors fol' the in trod uclion of colonists in to Texas! tl nder 
contracts made with the President. 

A joint resolution restoring certain persons to theif rank 1[1 

the navy. 
The same having been signed by the Spea',er of the House 

of R.epresentatives and Pre3iJenl of the .:enalc, was present
ed on yesterday, the 20tb inst" to the Executive for 11is ap
proval. 

RIOHARD ROl IAN, Cbai mun. , 

Report adoptetl. 
SeAG.Lor Patillo introduced the following resolution: 
ResolL'cd, by tlte Sencte, That with the concurrence of the: 

HOllse of Rerresenlatives, the present e -tra session of Con
gress will adjourn sine die, on' to-morrow, the 28th inst., at 
9 o'clock. 

On motion the rule was suspended and the resolution 
?ldopted. 

Senator Kaufman moved to suspend the ru le, so as to a1low 
him to introduce the petition of Messrs. Berry &:: Mason. 
Lost. 

A message was received from the House througb J. H : 
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Raymond, Chief Clerk, informing the Senate tbatthe House 
had adopted a resolution that with the concurrence of tbe 
Senate both Houses of Congress would adjourn sine die, thi 
day, at 5 o'clock, P. M. 

Senator Munson moved to take up the resolution Carried. 
Senator Cald well moved to lay the resulu lion on tbe table. 

Carried. 
On motion of Senator Lawrence, the Senate adjourn d 

until 4 o'clock, P. M. 

4: o'clock, P. M. 

Senate met; roll called; quorum present. 
A message was recei vetl from the House, th rough J as. H . 

Raymond, Cbier Clerk, informing tbe enale Ihat the House 
had recon sidered the vote ao.opling the resolution to adjourn 
sine die, this day, at 5 o'clock, P. M., anti requested leave to 
withd r<l.w the same. 

00 mol ion of Senalor Cald well, leave was granted to 
withclra\\ tbe resolution. 

Senator UOlllan, cbairman of the Joint Committee on En
rolled Bills made the following report: 

CO~Il\IITTEE !lOOM, June 27, 1 46. 

Han. K. L . .AndeTson~ 
President of the Senate : • 

The Joint Committee on Enrolled Bills have el:amined 
and find correctly enro1led, an act additional 10 an act, to 
regulate the proceedings in civil suit~, approved F bruary 
6th, 1840, and the same hayin a been Iligned by tile Speaker 
of the House of Representat ivf's and President of the coate, 
was this day presented to the Executive for his approval. 

RICHARD RO~IAN, Chairman. 

Report adopted. 
On motion of Senator Patillo, the Senate adjourned until 

to-morrow, at 8 o'clocl(, A. r.1. 



SAl1URDAY, June 28, t8~. 

Senate met pursuant to adjournment; roll call ed ; quorum 
Ipresent; Prayn by the Chaplain. 

J ournals of til prcc ding Jay read anel adopted . 
A meSdae-e was rer:eived from His Excellenc v the Presi-

~ 

dent, lran milling a. communication in writing. 
Senator I urker moved to suspenu the rule so as to allo\,. 

him to int"6du('p a bill. Lost. 
On motion, tbe Senate proceeded to tb orders ortlle oay. 
Senator 1\01 wrenee woved a. cull of I be Senute . Canied 
Sergt'ant at arm' de patched for absent Senators. 
Return d and further call su pellded. 
Comml1nicUlioll ("rom th e Pre::;itietlt was La ,en up. 
On motion of i4enalOr Cald \Yell, tbe COlDUlUllicution was 

laid all the table. 
cnator l'Julls00 moved to cdjourn until half rast ten 

o'clock. Lost. 
A message from thc House of n('rre;;;enlutiw's, through J. 

II. HuynJOlld , CIJicf Cl 'Ik, trnll Illilting a joint resolution 
authorizing the issuance 01 Ext:iH'qller bill " and a bill to be 

ntilled an ;Jet to alter the time ur IlOlclillg the courls in til ) 
sevellth J udil"ial District, aud requestillg tbe concurrence of 
the Senate Lo tile same . 

• cnator l\IcCrr'nrey, introduced the followninC'Y resolulioll : 
• 

RC$olvecl by tltc ,_ella/ I' , That it is tIle orin ion or tbis body. 
that the trial of p(1~t Captaill E. V. Joorc, under 11 joint' 
resolution of tile Congress or this Rt>puulic, appro\'cd Fe
bruar. -.1 H, by the srcci.tl Court :\lartial, convened under 
said resolution, was fill~d and conclusive. 

011 motion, the rule was suspended and tbe resollltion 
adopted. 

A bill to be entilleu an act to alter the time of holding tbe 
courts ill tb" seventh J udi cln l Di Irict; Icad fir't time; rule 
su~pend (' d, rpad second lime and refened to tbe ommittee 
on tbe Judiciary. 

Joi nt resolution authorizing the further iseue of Exchequer 
bill ; ; r ad first Lime; rule su p'>lllled, read &ecoud Ii me. 

Senator Cal \\'ell !.Dove to strike out in the ~econd se '. 
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h~n, th:- ~?rds "'tba~ all laws, and parts ?f laws' conflicting 
with thIs Jomt resolutlOl1.be and the same IS hereby repealed. 
Carried . 

Rule further suspended, read third time and passed. 
Senator Kaufman, one of the Committee on the J udieiary, 

to whom W:lS referred a bill to be entitled an act to alter the 
time of balding the courts in the seventh J nelicial District, 
reported the same back to the Senate for tbeir action. • 

O n m( tion, tbe report was taken up and adopt d; and 
bill passed to a third reading; rule further suspende,l, read 
third time. 

Ayes ant! Noes called for, stood thus: 
Ayes tSenntors Caldwell, Kinney, Lawrence, Lucl,ie, 

Parker, ilOllHll1 antI \Vright 7. 
Noes Senat rs Caldwel l, Greer, Grimes, Kaufman, Mc

Crearey, ttl Ul150ll and Patillo 6. 
So the bill rassed. 
The fol low ing com m u niea tion from the Presid -J t, [I:lu rn

ing a joint resolu tion for the relief of Post Captain E. "'-. 
Moore, without his approval, was taken up and read: 

To tlte l-Ion. the Senate :' 
• 

EXECU'l'lVE DEPART'lENT, 

Wasbington, June 27, 1845. 

The Executive retu rns to the House in which it originated, 
a bill to be entitled. "A joint resolution ror the relief of 
Fast Captain E. W. Moore," without his approval and signa
ture, for the following among other reasons: 

Captain Moore, it appears, was arrested rrom his com
mand , by my predecessor, upon charges of insuboru inate 
conduct and ddiance or the laws and authorities of the coun
try and disobedience of orde rs, in the spring of 184~. Sub
seq uently a court martial to investiga te these charges was 
applied for by him and granted. 

The court, after a patien t and rUif investigation.of his of
fe Plces, for upwards of seventy days, found him the sai~ 
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Moore guilty in manner and form as; charged in the follow-. 
ing ipecifications, to wit: 

1st. "In that the said E. W. ~foore did not report at Gal" 
veston, wi th the vessels under his command, as ordered to 
d I on the 5th November, 1842, reitcrated on the 16th of the 
laC!le month. 

2d . "In that the said E. \V. Moore diu not report in con
formity with the on.l ers issued to him on the 2J December, 
1842 amI 2d January, 18,13, requiring him to sail fc) r Gal
"estoo, and after preparing his report as ordered in October 
previous, to report in person to the Department, but refused 
in like manner to (Ibey. 

3d. "In that tbe said E . W . Moore did, on or about the 
27th Feuruary, 1843, receive peremptory orders under date 
of 22d January of the same year, to leave ~ e vcssels then 
under hi - command, in the port of New Orleans, unde r the 
comtnand oC the senior officer present , and repair without 
delay to thi place, (Washington,) and report to tbis Depart
ment in person; to whjch he likewise refused obedience in 
the mOil positive and unequivocal term!!. 

4th. "In that the said E. \V. ~loore did, on or about tile' 
3,} of April, 1843, receive [rom tbis Department an order of 
Siu3pension from command, dated on tbe 21st of March of 
tbe same year, requiring him to report in arrest to the De
purtm nt in p rson, and notif)'ing him that any intel fcrence 
on bis part \vith the command or with those who had been 
directed to as::iume it, would be regarded by the Government 
a~ mntiny and sedition to ",,'hich he also refuseJ to yield 
ob.cdiencc, and continued to exercise tbe function's of COlD" 

mander of the Navy." 
The Executive is satisfied from an attentive e.·amination 

,f the proceedings of tbe COllrt martial which tried the said 
Captain loore, that the verdict of the court in regard to thp. 
liPOVC was just, and fully sustained by the testimony adduc
ed. The trial appears to have been an impartial one; the 
accused bad the benefit of witnesses, brouc:bt from distant 

~ 

parts at the pubrc expensc, and the aid ot competent counsel 
in his dofence. 

Captain Moore therefore stands duly convicted by a eourt 
having competent jurisdiction, of vcry aggrayaled offences 
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he ( nnlly for li:e"e offcnc , "'hicl! the cnurt bn 1 no I 
uthoril: 10 nft I' • b apphc I hj' the I W fltl It i!: at 

'rom lh r-r\'IC i 1 Ii hI 1 pllnl hm III whi'h ilenfl rc s. 
The joint I I tio 1 propo 10 rei a e him fr HIl thc f-

~ CIll of 1 Ie ' ourl ~ (ltCIlC • nn I t r in tat· him in III _ 
mand 'lilt! ~m 111m :1 1 . I' r Jm th de j ion and ~ Ol nco 

court IIf the ' 0 IOtry , I he E . ctHi \'c alone h the po . r 0 

p'l r<ioo y lh .Il1n 1llllion. ' 'he j lint t olution, therefor t 

a-~uminN a f nClion /lot bt:lonoin to the J 'i-!nlurc,lkC E ._l 
Pocuti· I 'li \'C' i \ iolntivc 0 the fund.lIll nla1 J. w; bUl 
we re il n t Il, h ('on '('ivo' the Ollll lrV ha alrendv!'uOercc\ . -
too muc h ill ttl )od nnd trca -un.: from ir • .::uhordrIl3Iio 1 unci 
t1i -phcdi 'Dec I)f \ rd r~, fiJr such a pnlp ble Instance of it ir 
an ofiiccr of tli ~r de or nplain \IOll[C', 1 receire the .--
JuorJinnry meed or leni lali·c li>lgi\'enc sand re\\'anl : 

The ympnlhi .' or Congre.~s and Lho Executive, mi[!hl in
deed be il1vuk d ill hi, lOti 1\ lclua' beh:.df~ bUl it mioht Wt'll 
)C refused 1Jlllc5 ... '-nt 1l1l0 LlnJoi'l, J UIllCS Hu d in:::, h. ole 
.\ l1cn and William :impson, ,"\ lJO w 'r C.'cculed tit Ihe 'ard 
arm or the , hip Au-tin, hy hanging fr>r one hour nnd ulltil 
dead, for a . im ilr.r otl;'[1ce, by order of aptain M orc, ",bile 
under arre t him"elf-could be rc:.loreU (0 lite ond partake 
or its eOicacy. Could" til deep O'ive up it.;; dead,' DOl) .he 
symp:llh . cla imed be made g~n ral in il;; operation . the El':
ccutivc would O'ladly listcn t) its tlicwles; but lip can II \' r 

• 

sancLion a rill e which h In"'~ thc poor <nilor and rewards hi· 
officer for olrellet 5 of a cIlnncnbl character, 

T hc joillt rc:>oitllion propusc' 10 allo v aptain ~Joore seve
ral thou' nt! dolla rs a" hi' pro mIn p:lY. \ 'crc thNc no olher 
objection lO Illi allo\\'nncp. thnn the fau, tliat he stanlh 
chargcll upon til, books of the Audllor of' public accounts for 

large bulance, the :,;irnrlc cxi"tencc 01 Ihi- f.1ct woulJ. bc 
a sufficient rcas '11 fiH il~ rejection , F rom the enclosed cer
ti fi cate a the .\ uditor, it appear~ that "plain d oom has re 
ceivell at differen t times sincl'! J une , 1· 12, or public money, 
eventy-two thousand se \'en huntlretl nn cl t wenly - ~i doll lH 

;tnt! scventy-four cen ts; nnd thn t up to lh pre cnt lime , he 
ha acco unted fo r I wonly ·one thousand e igh t bu m1r d nnd 

ny-one dolla rs and thirty-eight cen t leuv ing in his bllnd i 
aaccoullted for, fifly thousand eight hundred and sevent .-
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rive dollars and thirty-six: cents . Besides this, tbe Executi ve 
is informed tbere is still a balance standing against hIm on 
the Auditor's books, at AusLin. In adtJiLion Lo th ese , unde r 
0. proclamation issuecl by my predecessor, claims have been 
filed against the Govern ment for c.1ebt, cont racted by Ca ptain 
Moore, to tbe amount of about [\ .... ('nty thousand dollars, 
making an aggragate or between seventy and one hundred 
tbousand dollars. Should the j oint resolution now proposed. 
bE'come a law, it will act as a \·i, tual release to Captain 
Moore from all responsibility for this large sum ; an d tbe pay 
which is slipulatec.1 Lo be biven him, could .only be viewed as 
a reward for disobedience and insuborc.1ination to the laws 
and authorities of the country. 

Such a preceuent once eSlabhshed in th e case of an officer 
of Cap tain Moore's rank in the public service , tbe Executive 
conceives would have the immediate te nd e ncy to a sll uversion 

f all good order, and all good government. 

• 

• 

ANSON JONES . 

• 

• • • 

• 
• • 

, 
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184~ 

July 27. 

1844 
April 16. 

'" 26. 
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COlI. E. W. MOORE, in aCCQunt current 

To warrant No. 215 on requisition for 
support of the Navy 18,SU 74-

To amount received from the Govern
menl of Yucatan, 

do. ,do. do. do. 
41,971 $0 
11,~13 00 

" " To amollnt received 
chronometers, 

do. 
for sale of spare 

730 00 

.... --- , 
$72,726 74 

, 
• 

To balance brought down, 

• 
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-

.with. the Republic of Texa8. -OR . 
• • 

1844 

April 16. By amount of disbursements made out 
of the Yucatan fund $12,903 71 

" 26. do. do. do. do. do. 2,338 41 
do. do. do. in the year ,1843, 6,609 26 

To balance, 60~875 36 
• - '$72,726 74 

• 
• , 

• 
, TREASURY DEPARTMENT, 

Auditor's Office, June 27, 1846. 

1 certify that the foregoing statell)ent is correct, according 
-to tl:!e books of this office. 

CHARLES MASON. 
Auditor . 

• • 
• 

• 
• 

• 
• • • • 

• . .. 
, 

• • • 
. .., . 

• , • 
, 

• 
, • 

• • 
• 

• • 

• I 

• 

• , 

• 



tion, lhe e nd bill wer laid nn the labl . 
:,ell:llor Ie rearey iutr duced III lol\owin r ~oluti n: 

\ 'bc rea , the rrc~jilcnt, in the arbitr' ry r i e of H" 

l:-C ty m kina pow r vc d in hi concurrently \ ilh the 
'en tc,it s . olia ed a lreal ' \ llh ~lc.ic r the re 0 ni

lion f the independ ce of lhi llep lie, upon lb cOlloi· 
timl that -he woulo never be annc. cd to tha Un'ccd t t 5. 

at with Lan ling the almost una nimous expres on' t • 
peopl of . ~ in favor of annexa ion: therefor, 
/:c it rd,ol' d y the Senate, That tI e Pre:.iJent in t1 u~ 

nrlJl r01'ily excrcisi g the power of ne<Yo.inllng a treaty, h 
"' O)C an ollicinl act un'worthy o' the E cuti,·o.of T U'. d 
dcgradio a t tile countr , ant! llas set "I: defiiln e the ko \\'0 

a d xpre;; will of thp. people, and tbereforeUu:.Lly es r 
t ccn u re of tb is bod)'. 

I otton f "':enator -jnne:, toe enate adjo • unt: 
. o'clock P. 1\ , o 

~ 0 clock, 
o 

II C mnt; roll calle i quorum pre'ont, 
• 1 I' 01' \ a ~ rcceivc( trom lhl! Hnuse tbro II . 

Haymond, 'hid" Ct rk, tran'minlllO' a bill 10 U clltitl d an 
al:t 0 pre~clibe the rno c of aUlhenticating [;)rcigo judgmenls 
and LO limit SUil tll€reOll nnd rcque ting the concurrcoc o · 
tbe nate to the ~ame. 

ill read fi [,5l [ime. 
~ nator Munson moved to sus pen the rule. Carrieu. 
Bill read ('cond time. 
• yes and N eS called for 011 pa~sing t 

tood bus: 

o 

tbinI reading • 
o 

yes 'cnator~ Ca1d-;vell. Greer, Grimes, inney, Mu n
on, P rker and Palillo 7. 

1'Iloe ' enators nufm 0, Lawrence , IcCrearey, Rom n 
od "Tright . 
Bill passed to third readwg. 

enalo r funson moved a further uspenslon of the rul . 
Ayes and Noes called for, stood thus: 
_\.ye~ nalors Caldwell. Greer, Grimes, Kaufman, Kin· 

n . , lun on, r rker and Patillo . 
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oe3 -Senators Lawrence, McCrearey, Roman and 
Wrig41t 4. . 

Ayes and Noes called for on the final passage of the bill, 
stood thus: 

Ayes Senators Caldwell, Greer, Grimes, Kinney, Mun~ 
on, Parker and Patillo 7. 

Noes Senators Kaufman, Lawrencc,l'fcCrearey, noman 
and Wright 5 

So tbe bill passed. 
A message was received from the House, through Ja . H. 

Raymond, Chief Clerk, informing the Senate that tbe House 
ha I adopted a resolution to adjourn, sine die, this day at five 
o'clock, and requesting. the concurrence of the Senate to tbe 
.same. . 

n motion of Senator Parker, the resoluti.on was concur reel 
• 

o. 
Senator McCrellrey offered the follow ing resolution: 
Resolved, Tbat the thanks of the Senate are hereby ten

elered to the Hon. K. L. Anderson, President of the enale 
and Yice Pres ident of the R public, for the able and impa.r
ial manner in which he bas presided over this body. 

Adopted. 
enator I inney moved to adjourn unlit half past lour 

o'clock. Lost. 
n motion of Senator Parker, a commillee of two was ap

pointed to act with ~ like committee on the part of the House, 
antI inform the President that the two Houses of Congre 5 

:\'ou1d adjourn, sine die, this Jay at [) o'clock. 
Senalor~ Pa.rker and Kinney were appointed said com

lllll tee. 
n mOlion of Senator Grimes, tho enate adjourned until 

alf past 4 o'clock. 

Half past 4 o'clock, P. ).{. 

Senate met; ron eaIted ; quorum present. 
Senator Parker, chairman.of the commillee appointed to 

wait on the President, reported that t c committ6e had 
performed that duty, and His Excellency info rmed the com 
miltee be had nothing more to lay b'efore the Congress. 
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Senator Patillo moved to take up the resolution offered 
SenatO!' Mc'Crearey, censuring the President~ 

Resolution taken up. 
Senator Patillo moved the rejection of the resolutioB. . 
Senator McCrearey moved to lay the resolution ou the 

table. 
Ayes and Noes called for stood thus = 
Ayes ·Senators Lawrence, McCrearey, Roman and 

Wright 4. 
Noes Senators Greer, Grimes, Kaufman, Kinney, Luc-

kie, Munson, Par1rer and Patillo 8. 
So the Senate refused to lay the liesolution on the table. 
Senator Roman moved a call of the Senate. Carried. 
Sargeant-at-Arma :was despatched for absent Senators. 

Returned. 
Senator McCreary 'was granted leave to withdraw t~e 

resolution. 
The hour having arrived at which the two Houses should 

adjourn, on motion of Senator Parker" the Senate adjourned 
4iw! die. 

• 

• 

• 
• • 

• 

• 

• • 
• 

• 

• • • • 

• 
• 

• • 
• 

• 




