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Proceedings of the Conwvention af Washinglon. 7

Stanping Ruris Avp Owrpers For Cowpucting Businzss
In Tue Convention Or Texas.

Touching the duty of the President.

1st. ITe shall take the chair every day precisely at the hour {o
whieh the house shall have adjourned on the preceding day; shall
immediately call the ruembers to order; and, on the appearance of
a quorum, shall cause the journal of the preceding day to be read.

2nd. He shall preserve order and decorum; may speak to peints
of order in preference to other members, rising from his seat for
that purpose; and shall decide questions of order, subject to an ap-
peal to the house by any two members; on which appeal, no mem-
ber shall speak more (han once, unless by leave of the house.

3d. He shall rise to put a question, but may state it sithing.

4. Questions shall be distinctly put in this form, to wit: “As
many as are of opinion thal (as the question may be) say Ay”
and after the affirmative voice is expressed, “As many as are of
the contrary opinion, say No.”” If the President doubts, or a din-
sion be called for, the house shall divide: those in the affirmative
of the question shall first rise from their seats, and afterwards,
those in the negative. If the speaker still doubts, or a count he
required, the President shall name tivo members, one from each
side, to tell the numbers in the affirmative, which being reported,
Tte ghall then name two others, one from each side, to tell those in
the negative, which being also reported, he shall rise and state the
decision to the honse.

5th. When any motion or propoesition is made, the question,
“will the house now consider it#” shall not Dbe put, unless it is
demanded by some member, or is deemed necessary by the Presi-
dent.

Gth. The President shall examine and correct the journal before
it iz read. e shall have the general direction of the hall. He
shall have the right to name any member to perforir the duties of
the chair, hut guch substitution shall not extend beyoml an ad-
journment. )

Yth. All committees shall he appointed by the President, nnless
otherwize speeially directed by the house. in which case they shall
be appointed by ballot; and if, upon such ballet, the number re-
guired shall not be ciected by a majority of the votes given, the
house shall proceed 1o a sccond ballot, in which a piurality of votes
shall prevail; ane, in c¢ase a grenter number than is required to
compose or complefe a committee, shall have an equal number of
votes, the house shall proceed to a further hallot or bullots.

8th. In all other cases of hallot than for committees, a ma-
- jority of the votes given shall be necessary to an election; and
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3 Proceedings of the Convention at Washington.

when there shall not he such a majority on the first ballot, the
ballot shall be repeated until a majority be obtained.

9th. In all cases of ballot by the house, the President shall
vote: in other cases he shall not vote, unless the house be egunally
divided, or unless his vote, if given to the minority, will make the
division equal; and in case of such equal division, the guestion shall
be lost.

10th. In al cases, where other than members of this house may
be eligible to an office by the election of the house, there shall be
A previous nomination.

11th. Al acts, addresses, and joint resolutions, shall be signed
. by the President; and all writs, warrants, and subpoenas, issued by
order of the house, shall be under his hand and seal, attested by
the clerk. .

12th. In case of any disturbance or disorderly conduct in the
gnlleries or lobby, the President {or chairman of the whole house,)
shall have power to order the same to be cleared.

OF Decorum and ch&te.

13th. When any member is about to speak in debate. or deliver
any matter to the house, he shall rise from hijs seat, and respect-
fully address himself to “Mr. President,” and shall confine himself
to the question under debate, and avoid personality.

14th. If any member in speaking, or otherwise, transgress the
rules of the house, the President shall, or any membar may, eall
him to order; in which ense the member so called to order shall
immediately set down, unless permitted to explain, and the house
shall, if appealed to, decide on the case, but without debate: it
there be no appeal, the decision of the chair shall be submitted to.
It the decision be in faver of the member called to order, he shall
be at liberty to proceed; if otherwise, he shall not be permitted to
‘proceed, without leave of the houwse: and if the case require it, he
shall e liable to the censure of the houge.

15th. When two or more members happen to rise at once, the
president is tooname the member who is first to speak.

16th. No member shall speak more than twice on the same
question, without Teave of the house. nor more than once, until
every member choozing to speak shall have spoken.

1%th., If a question depending be lost by adjonrnment of the
house, and revived on the succeeding day, no member who shall
have spoken twice on the preceding day, shull be permitted again
to speak without leave.

18th. Whilst the President is putting any question. or address-
ing the louse, none shall walk out of, or across the house; nor. in
such case, or when a member is speaking, shall entertain private
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disconrse, nor, whilst o member is spenking, shall pass hetween
him and the chair.

19th. No member shall vote on any question in the event of
which he is hmmediately and particularly interested, or in any
cage where he was not present when the question was put.

20th. Upon a division and count of the House on any guestion,
no member without the bar shall he counted.

21st. Lvery member who shall be in the house when the ques-
tion is put, shall give his vote, unless the House, for speciul reasons,
shaill excuse him.

22nd. When a motion is made and seconded, it shall be stated hy
the President; or, being in writing, it shall be handd te the chaii,
and read aloud by the clerk before debated. :

23d. Every motion shall be reduced to writing, if the President
or any member desire it.

24th. After a motion is stated by the President, or 1ead by the
clevk, it shall be deemed o he in pessession of the hovse, but may
be withdrawn at any time before a decision or amendment.

25th. When a question is under debate, no motion shall be re-
ceived but to adjourn, to lie on the table, for the previous ques-
tion, to postpone to a day certain, to commit, or amend, to post-
pone indefinitely; which several motions ghall have preference in
the order in which they are arranged; and no meotion to postpone
o a day certain, to commit, or to postpone indefinitely, heing de-
cided, shall be again allowed on the same day, and at the snme
stage of the bill or propesition. A motion {o strile out the enact-
ing words of a hill, shall have precedence of a motion to amend,
and, if carried. shall be congidered equivaient to its vejection.

26th. When n resolution shall be offered, or o motion made, to
refer any subject, and different committees shall be proposed, the
question shall be taken in the following order:—The comuittee of
the whole house on the state of Texas; the ecommittee of the whole
house; a standing committee; a select comnnittee.

27th. A motion to adjourn shall always he i owler; that, and
the motion to lie on the table, shall he decided without debate.

28th. The previous question shall be in this form: “Shall the
main question now be put?” It shall onlv be admitled when de-
manded by a majority of the members present: and until it is de-
cided, shall preclude all amendment, and further debate of the
main question.

29th. On a previeus question there shall he no debate.

30th, When a question is postponed indefinitely. the sune shall
not be acted upon again during the session.

31st. Any member may ¢all for the division of a question, which
shall be divided if it comprehends questions o distinet that. on
being taken away, the rest may stand entive for the decision of the
house: A motion to strike out and inserf. shall he deemed indivisi-
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10 Proceedings of the Convenlion af Washington.

ble. But a motion to strike out being lost, shall preclude neither
amendment nor & motion to insert and sirike out.

32nd. Motions aud reports may be commitfed at the pleasure
of the house.

33d. No motion or proposition on a subject different from that
under consideration shall be admitted under color of amendment.

34th. When a motion has once been made and carried in the
affirmative or negative, it shall be in order for any member of the
majority to move for the reconsideration thereof, on the same, or
the succeeding day, and such motion shall take precedence of all
other questions, except a motion fo adjourn.

35th. When the reading of a paper is called for, and the same
is objected to by any member, it shall he determined by a vote of
the housc.

Aath. The unfinished business in which the house was engaged
at the last preceding adjournment shull have the preference in
the orders of the day; and no motion on any other business shall be
received, withoui special leave of the house, wntil the former it
disposed of.

&7th.  Peiitions. memorials, and other papers, addressed to the
liouse, shall he presenied by the President, or Iyy o member in his
Place; a hrief statement of the contents thereof shall verhally he
made by the introducer, and slwll not he debated or decided on,
ot the day of their heing first vead, unless where the house shall
direct otherwige, hut chall lie on the table, to be taken up m the
order they were real.

38th. Any fifteen members (including the President, if there
he one) shall he authorized to compel the attendance of ahsent
members.

39th. Upon ealls of the house, or in faking the yeas and nays
on any question, the nnmes of the members shall he called alpha-
hetieally.

40th. Any member may excuse himself from serving on any
committee at the time of his appointment, if he is then o memher
of two other commitices, :

41st. No member shall absent himself from the serviee of the
house nnless lie have leave, or be sick and anable to attend.

42d. Tipon the call of the house. the names of the members
shall be ealled over hy the elerk, and the aleentees noied: afrer
which the names of the absentees shall aguin e ealled over, e
doors shall then he shut, and those for whom no excoze. ov sufli-
cient excuses are maide, mav, by order of those prosent. il fifteen
in numher. be taken into custody ae they appear. o may he zend
for and taken infto custody, whevever to he found, hy special mes-
sengers to be appointed {or that porpose.

43d. When & member shall he dizeharged from enstody. and ad-
mitted to his =eal, the houge =hall determine whether such dis-
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Proceedings of the Convention af Washington. 11

charge shall be with or without paying fees; and in ke manner,
whetner a delinguent member, taken into custody by a special mes-
senger, shall, or shall not, be liable to defray the expense of such
specml messenger.

4d4th. A sergeant-at-arms shall be appomted to hold his office
during the pieasule of the house, whose duty it shall be to at-
tend the house during its stttings; ‘o execute the commands of the
house, from time to time; together with all such process, issued
by authority thereof, as shall be clireeted 1o him by the President.

45th. The fees of the sergeant-at-arms shall be for every arrest
the sum of two dollars; for cach days’ custody, and releazement,
one dollar; and for traveling expenses for himself, or a special mes-
senger, zoing and returning, one tenth of a dollar per mile.

4Gth. It shall be the duty of the committee of clections to ex-
amine and report upon the certificates of election or other ered-
entials of the members returned to serve in this house, and take
into their consideration all such petitions and other matters touch-
ing elections and returns, as shall or may be presented or come
inte question, and he referred to them by the house.

47th. The several standing committees of the house shall have
leave to report by hill or otherwise.

48th. No committee shall sit during the sitting of the house,
without special leave.

49th. The clerk of the house shall take an oath for the true
and faithful discharge of the duties of his office, to the best of
his knowledge and abililies, and shall be deemed to continue in
office until another be appointed.

50th. Whenever confidential communications are received by the
President of the Convention the house chall be eleared of all per-
song except the members, clerks. sergeant-at-arms, and door-keeper,
and so continue during the reading of snch communieations, and,
unless otherwise dirvected by the house, during all debates and pro-
ceedings to be had thercon. — Aod when the President, or any
other member, shall inform the house that he has cominunieatinns
to make which he concetves ouglt to be kept seevef, the honse
shall, in like manner, be cleared till the communication he made:
the honse shall then determine whether the matter communieated
reqnives secrecy or not, and take ovder accordinglv.

Stst. The sevweant-at-nrms and the door- T\eepm shall Le sworn
to keep the secrels of the house.

P21 A euestions relating to the priorvity of husiness to he acted
on, shall be decided on without debate.
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12 Proceedings of the Convention al Washingion,

Of Bills.

58d. Xvery bill shall be intreduced by motion for leave, or by
an order of the house, on the report of the commitlee; and in
either case, a committee to prepave the same shall be appomted
In cuses of a general nature, one day’s notice at least shall be
given of the motion to bring in a bill, and every such motion may
be committed.

a4th. Fvery bill shall receive three several readings in the house
previous to its passage; and all bills shall be despatched in order
as they were mtloduced unless when the house shall divect other-
wige; but no bill shall be twice read on the same day, withoui
special order of the house.

55th. Upon the second reading of a hill, the President shall
gtate it as ready for commitment or engrossmeni, and, if com-
mitted, then a question shall De, whether to a select or standing
committee, or to a committee of the whole house; if to o committee
of the whole house, the house shall determine on what day. DBut,
if the bill be ordered to be engrossed, the house shall appotnt the
day when 1t shall be read the third time.

56th. The first reading of a bill shall be for information; and if
opposition he made to ir, the question shall be, “shall this bill he
rejected?” if no opposition be made, or if the question to reject
be negatived, the bill shall go fo its second reading without a
guestion.

A7th. Not more than three hills, originating in the house shall
he committed to the snme committee of the whole, and snch bills
shall be analagows in their nature, which analogy shall be de-
termined by the President.

58th. After commitment and report thercof to the louse, ov at
any time before its passage, a bill may he rccommitted. ’

59th. All bills ordered to be engrossed shall be executed in a
fair round hand.

6th. No amendment by way of rider shall he received to any
hill on its third reading.

#1st. When a bill shall pass, it thlll he certified by the clerk.
noting the day of its passage at the foot thereof.

Of Conunitices of the Whole Housc,

62d. Tt shall he a standing order of ihe day throughont the
sesgion. for the house to recohre itself into a commlttee of the

whole house on the state of Texas.

63d. In forming n committee of the whole house, the President
shall leave his chair, and a chairman to preside in committee. shall
be appointed by the President.
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Proceecings of the Convenlion at Washington. 13

64th. Upon bills committed to a commiliee of the whole house,
the bill =hﬂll be fixst read thronghout by the clerk, and then again
read -and debated by clauses, leavmn the puamble to be last
considered; the body of the bill shall not be defaced or interlined,
but all amendments noting the page and Jine, shall be duly enter od
by the clerk on a sep‘u"}te paper, as the same shall be agreed to
by the committee, and so reported to the house. After 1ep01t the
bill ghatl again be subject to be debated aud amended ly clauses,
before a queshon to engross it be taken.

6i5th. All amendments made to an original motion in commit-
tee, shall be incorporated with the motion and so reported.

G6th. All amendments made to a report committed to a com-
miltee of the whole house, shall be noted and reported as in cases
of hills.

67th. All questions, whether in a committee or in the house,
shall be propounded in the order in which they were moved, ex-
copt that in filling uyp Llanks, the largest sum and the longest time
shall be first put.

G8th. No motion ov p1opos1t10n for a tax or charge upon the
>eople shall be discussed the day in which it is first made or offered,
and every sueh proposition shall receive ifs first diseussion in a
committee of the whole house.

G9th. No =um or gqunaninm of fax or duly voted by o committee
ef the whole house, shall he increased in the house until the mo-
tion or proposition for such increase shall he first discussed and

voted in a committee of the whole house, and so in respect fo the
time of its continuance.

70th. Al proceedings, touching appropriaiions of money, shall
first be discussed i a committee of the whole house.

7lst. The rules of proceedings in the house shall he nleerved
in a committee of the whele house. so far as they may be ap-
plicable. except the rule limiling the time of ~pml\mq, hut no
memhel shall spenk twice to any question, until every memher
choosing to speak shall have spolen.

72d. No standing rule or ovder of the honge shall he rescinded
or changed, without one dav’s notice heing given of the molion
therefor.  Now shall oy rule he snepended except Ty o voie of al
least two thivdy of the members present. Nor shall the order of
business, as established hy the rules of the house. he postponed
or changed. except by a vote of at least two thivds of the mem-
bers present.

73d. Tt shall be in order for the committee on envollud hills to
report at any time.

74ih. No person ghall be permitted to perform divine cervice in
the chamber oceupied by the Convention. nnless with the consent
of the President.

53 —VvOL. . (33)



14 Proceedings uf the Convention al Washinglon.

On motion of Mr. Uazley,

The report wus received and unanimously agreed {o.

On motien of Mr. Collingsworth,

Rasolved, That Mr. Willis A. Taris be allowed to take a seat at:
the secretury’s table, to note and report the proceedings of the
Comrentmn, and

The question being taken thereon, it was decided iu the affirma-
tive,

On motion of Mr. Poiter,

Resolred, That a committee he appointed consisting of one mem-
her from each municipality rveprezented in the Convention. for
the purpose of drafting a Constitution for Texas, and that ihe
same be reported ns sonn as practieable te this Convention.

And the question being laken thercon, it was decided in the
affirmative; wherenpon the President ‘q}]lumlml Messre. Porner,
Potter, Stewart, Waller, Grimes. Coleman, Fisher, Bunton. (laines,
Zavala, Everett, Havderman, Stepp, Crawford, Woest. Powers. Na-
varrn, MeRinoey, Menifee, Motrlev. il Menawl, saild committee,

The committee to whom was assizned the dufy of deafling a
Dectaration of Independence, through their chaivman, Mr. (‘hif-
dress, made the following

REPORT.

When a government has ceaced to protect the lives, liherty and
property of the people. from whom its legitimate powers are de- .
rived. and for the advancement of whose happiness it was insti-
tuted: and g0 far from being o guarantee for the enjoyment of
those incstimable and iualienuble rights. hecomes an instyument
in the hands of evil rulers for their oppregion. When the TPed-
eral Republienn Conslitution of fheir conutry. which ithey have
swurn to support. no Jonger has a suhstautial existenee. and the
whole nature of their government has heen foreibly chauged. with-
out their consent, Trom a restricted federative yepublic. eompose
of sovereizn states, to o con<olidated. contral, military dogpotism,
in which every interest 1= dizregmvded Tt that of ihe army and
priesthond: hoth the eternal enemies of civil Jiberiv. the ever ready
mimirms of power, aml the vsual instriments of tyrants. When,
long aftey the «pivit of the constitution is Jdeparted. modervation is.
af lenath. g0 far lost hy those in power. thal even the scemhlance
of freedon is romoved aml the formes thetpselves of the constitntion
dizcontinued: and =0 far frown the'r pelitions and remonstrancos
boing yegarded, The agenls whe bear them are thrown info dun-
geoi: atnd mereenary srmies sent forth [o foree a pew government
upon them at the point of the hayonet. When. in conscquence of
such acle of mal-feasance and ahdieation. on the part of the gov-
ernment. anarchy prevasls and el society is dissalved info ils arigi-
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