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PREPARATORY NOTE 

The Secret Journals of the Senate of the Congresses e>f the Republic 
of Texas, except as noted below, have not heretofore been printed. 
As printed in the present volume, they follow closely the text, spell­
ing, capitalization, and punctuation of the manuscript prepared by 
the Secretary of the Senate or his assistant. The secret messages of 
the President, sent to the Senate, have been compared with the orig­
inals, wherever the latter could be found. Many of these messages 
had been omitted from the Secret Journals by the Secretary of the 
Senate; in such cases copies were supplied from the originals. In a 
few instances, neither the originals nor copies have been found of 
messages that are missing from the Journals. Copies of all docu­
ments submitted to the Senate for consideration in secret session have 
also been supplied wherever possible, if they have not been printed 
elsewhere. 

Unfortuniately, the Secret Journals of the first or regular session 
of the Ninth Congress had to be omitted, since they could not be found 
in the archives of the State. 'fo supply as nearly as possible the in­
formation contained in these missing journals, the President's secret 
messages to the Senate and the replies to the President from the Secre­
tary of the Senate have been inserted. 'l.'he Secret Journals of the 
second or called session of the Ninth Congress are printed on pages 
87-94 of the public journals of this session, and, therefore, are not in­
cluded in this volume. 

,To the Secret Journals have been appended the laws and joint reso­
lutions passed in secret sessiori. These, too, have not heretofore been 
printed The archives of the State were searched carfully for these 
documents, but a few are still missing. 

ERNEST WILLIAM WINKLER 

State Librarian, Editor 



ABBREVIATIONS 

A list 
MS. 

of the abbreviations used in this volume: 

A. D. 
A. D. S. 
L. S. 
A. L. S. 
[ J 

' ' ' 

Manuscript. 
Autograph document. 
.Autograph document signed. 
Letter signed. 
Autograph letter signed. 
Words or letters supplied. 
Doubtful reading, or queried information supplied. 

Note.-A numbEr of references have been made to Garrl11011, Dip,_., 
Correspondence of the Republic of Tc:ras, Part II. The page referenees, bow­
ever, could not be given, as this work had not been published wbell the Jut 
proof sheets or the present volume were read. 
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FIRST CONGRESS 



Roll of Senators 

Henry w. Augustin~' } · · f s A stin" 
Sh lb C 

. 
1 

' for the DtstrJCt o an ugu e. 
e y orzme, 

Richard Ellia, for the District of Red River. 
Stephen H. Everitt, for the District of Jasper and Jefferson. 
Jesse Grimes, for the District of Washington. 
William H. Wharton, • } · 
James Collinsworth,• for the District of Brazoria. 
William G. Hill,• 
·Alexander C. Horton, for the District of Matagorda, Jackson and Vic-

toria. 
Robert A. Irion, for the District of Nacogdoches. 
Willis H. Landrum, for the District of Shelby and Sabine. 
James S. Lester, for the District of Mina and Gonzales. 
Edwin Morehouse•, for the District of Goliad, Refugio and San Pa. 

tricio. 
Sterling C. Robertson, for the District of Milam. 
Francisco Ruiz, for the District of Bexar. 
Alexander Somervell, for the District of Colorado and Austin. 
Robert Wilson, for the District of Harrisburg and Liberty. 

Officers of the Senate 

Lorenzo de Zavala, Vica-President until October 22, 1836. 
Mirabeau B. Lamar, Vice-President, inaugurated October 22, 1836. 
Richard Ellis, President pro tem. during first session. 
Jesse Grimes, President Pro tem. during second session. 
Richardson Scurry, Secretary during first session. . 
Arthur Robertson, Secretary during second session. 

'H. W. Augustine was elected to 1111 the vacancy created by the resignation 
of Shelby Corzine, who was elected judge of the llrst district December 18, 
1836. 

'James Collinsworth was elected to 1111 the vacancy created by the reslgna. 
tion of W. H. Wharton, who was confirmed as minister to the United Statu 
on November 16, 1846. Collinsworth took his seat November 30th, and on 
December 16, 1836, was elected chief justice of the supreme court. Wm. G. 
Hill was elected to 1111 the vacancy created by the resignation of J. Colllna­
worth. 

'E. Morehouse resigned December 22, 1836; he had no successor In the aeo­
ond aession of the llrst congress. 
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FIRST SESSION 

Tuesday, October 4, 1836. 
3 o'clock. 

On motion of Mr. Everett, 
The senate went into secret session. 
The president pro tem. presented sundry documents accompanying 

the president's message. 
On motion of Mr. Grimes, 
Resolved. That" the injunction of secrecy be removed. and that the 

documents accompanying the president's message lie on the table till 
to-morrow morning.' 

Secret Journal of the Senate 
Columbia 25 Oct 1836' 

A Message was Received from the President 
The House went into secret Session. 

Executive 
Office 

Gentlemen, 

Confidential 

Of the Senate and House of Representatives, 

Columbia Texas 
25th October 1836. • 

Enclosed I have the honor of transmitting for your information, a 
letter from President Jackson to General Santa Anna, also a letter to 
myself, with sundry other documents from Gen [ era]l Santa Anna7, de­
signed for the congress of Texas. 

'Journals of the Senate ot the Rep1<blic ot Texas. First Congress-First 
Session, p. 99. The manuscript journal of the secret sessions of the senate 
makes no mention of this session, nor of two subsequent sessions held October 
11 and 22, and noted in the printed journal; in fact, it appears that a secret 
journal was not begun until October 25, when President Houston sent his 
ftrst confidential message to the senate. 

1This is the beginning of the manuscript copy of the secret journal; it bears 
the title "Secret Journal of the Senate Chamber." The journal embraces 
thirtY·seven unnumbered folio pages. It is a rough or first draft, and is 
written in several different handwritings. Occasionally the proceedings are 
signed by the secretary; the signatures of the secretary and the president pro 
tern. appear at the end of the journal. The journal is among the papers of 
the First Texas Congress, First Session. 

•The copy of the message here printed has been compared with and made 
to conform to the original. 

'The letter from President Jackson to Santa Anna, dated September 4, 
1836, is printed in Richardson's Messages and Papers ot the Presidents, III 
275·6. What was included in the "sundry other documents from General 
Santa Anna" is difficult to determine; it may be assumed that they included 
Banta Anna's letter to President Jackson, dated July 4, 1836 (Printed in 
Richardson's Messages, III 274·5), and Santa Anna's letter to General Hous· 
ton, dated October 24, 1836, and printed below. 
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It will be perceived at once, how delicate my situation must be iu 
submitting to your consideration the letter of Gen [era]! Jackson to 
myself, from the sacred injunction which he has placed upon it 

The present crisis, in connexion with the important subject referred 
for your consideration and action. could alone authorize or induce the 
course. It does seem to me that sound policy is not at variance with 
the plan proposed in the letters referred to; and that the policy is safe 
there ~an be no doubt. 

Sam Hanston 

Hermitage Sept 4th 1836.8 

Genl Sam! Houston 
Commander in ehief of the army of thl' Texean Republic 

Sir, 
your letter of the 9th ultimo dated at ~acogdoches (Texas) with 

the documents therein referred !{I was ree[ eive]d by express un my 
way from Florence hither, where I reaehed on the 3rd instant, and 
hastened to acknowledge its receipt. 

I have duly examined the contents of your letter and the other 
documents referred to, and regret that, Mexico by her Minister Mr. 
Gorrastesa has made known to this Government. that Mexico does not, 
nor will not recognize any act of Genl Santa Anna, as President of 
Mexico, since he has been made Prisoner. and that the agreement 
made by him with Texas will not be recognized and agreed to by 
Mexico. you will at once see that until the Govt. de facto of Mexico, . 
asks the friendly interposition of our good offices to put an end to 
the war we cannot interfere. if she does, it will give me ple&lllll'e to 
become the mediator between you. I shall set out in a few days for 
Washington, and will there make your note to me, and that of 
Genl St Anna, the basis of an interview with the Mexican Minister. 
In the mean time I would remark that I have seen a report that Genl 
St. Ann a was to b,, brought before a military court, to be tried and 
shot. nothing now could tarnish the character of ,Texas more than 
such an act at this late period. it was good policy as well as humanity 
that spared him. it has given you possession of C'TO!iad and the alamo 
witho11t blood or loss of the strength of ~·our army. his person is still 
of much consequence to you. he is the pride of the Mexican soldiery 
and the favorite of the priesthood; and whilst he is in your power 
the priests will not furnish the supplies necessary for another cam­
paign. nor will the regular soldier voluntarily march when their 
reentering Texas may endanger or cost their favorite Genl his life. 
therefore preserve his life and the chances are you have won; let 

'Copy !rom the Jackson Mss. In the Library of Congress. 
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not his blood be shed liDless it becomes necessary by an imperitive 
act of just retaliation of Mexican massacres hereafter. this is what 
I think, true wisdom and humanity dictates. 

I enclose you a letter to Genl St. Anna which you will pl~as~ s~al 
and cause to be delivered to him. 

I am Genl with great respect 
your. mo. obdt servt. 

Andrew .TackRon 

To His Exeellene~· Gen[Pra]l Sam Houston. 

Orazimba, Oct. 24 18::!6:' 

Much Esteemed Sir: 
I enclose you the orig-inal answer of President ,Jackson to m~· letter 

of July 4th in order that you may be informed of its contents. 
The communication from the Government of Mexico, referred to by 

Gen [~ral] Jackson. stating that 110 rJ.Ct of" mine 1ehile a. p1·isoner would be 
obl-igatory llfJUII t/le authorities ol the Xaliou, emphasizes what I have 
repeatedly stated that my presence in the Cabinet of Mexico is necessary 
and indispensable, and that anything I do or write fro!ll here wonld be 
unimportant after the retreat of the i\lexican Army to the other side of 
the Rio Bravo del .1\orte. It is necessary, m~· dear Sir. to be convinced 
at once that delay in fulfilling the treaty of May 14th results in nothing 
but the injury of all parties concerned. '!'he independence of Texas 
would by this time have b<•en recognized, or on the point of being so 
recognized, if the commotion at Velasco had not hindered my departure, 
after it had been so directed by the proper authority. The time lost is 
precious and ped1aps will not return. Put away then tmjust mistrust 
as unworthy of the offenders as of the offended. The acts of my public 
life shall not be stained by an unworthy act either in prosperity or in 
misfortune. 

,The reasons a hove stated persuade me that any thing I could write 
to the Mexican Minister in the Pnited States would be useless; and to 
save time J could proceed to Washington, for there is no doubt that an 
interview with Gen[era]l Jackson would he beneficial to all. 

Consider what is best, and yon may depend on the approval of your 
friend and humble servant, 

Ant. Lopez de Santa Anna 

P. S. 
I have discussed fully with General Austin and Col [one!] Bee the im­

portance of my visit to Washington, preferring this certain communica-

-Translation ·from original letter in Mexican Diplomatic Correspopdence. 
'Te:ras State Library. 
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tion to paper. Wherefore I refer to these gentlemen for any informa­
tion upon this subject. 

L. de S[an]ta Anna· 

Whilst the clerk was reading the accompanying documents Mr. 
Everitt submitted a resolution calling for all the documents referred 
to by Gen [era!] Santa Anna. 

Resolved ,That the President be Requested to send to this house 
Translations of all documents connected with the communication of 
Santa Anna not hitherto sent.• 

When the Message and documents was laid on the Table. 
And the doors of the Senate opened. 

Columbia Oct 26 1836 
A Message• was rec[eive]d from the president with closed doom 
On motion of Mr. Everitt it. was ordered that all the rooms adjoining 

the Senate Chamber be cleared whenever the Senate is in secret session 
Carried 

Message• !Wc[eive]d from the President. 

To the honorable 
The Senate. 

Gentlemen. 

Executive Department 
Columbia 26th Oct. 1836. 

In accordance with yoilr resolution of yesterday, requesting to be 
furnished with translations of all the documents, connected with the 
communication of Santa Anna, which have not heretofore been sent to 
you, I have the honor to transmit the entire series of communicationa 
accompanying this Message.'" 

'MS. Resolution In Papers of First Congress, First Session. 
'MeBBBge has not been round. 
'A space was reserved for this message In the secret journal, but was not 

lllled ln. The copy here printed has been taken from the original manu­
acrlpt message. 

"As the "communications accompanying this message" were not enum­
erated and are not tiled with the message, there Is no means of ldentltylnc 
them. However, as the question submitted to the' senate was, Shall Santa 
Anna be released, the following documents were probably among them: 

1. Orders from Santa Anna to General Flllsola, three In number and 
dated April 22, 1836. Printed In Telegraph and Tezas Regiater, September 
6, 1836. 

2. Letter from Santa Anna to Ge11eral Flllsola, transmitting a copy of 
the treaty of May 14, 1836. Printed In Telegraph, August 23, 1836. 

3. General Flllsola's ratification or the treaty of May H, 1836, dated May 
26, 1836. Printed In Yoakum's HidOrt/ of Te:z:IJ8, II 629. . 

•· Letter from Santa Anna to President Burnet, dated June 9, 183J, pro­
teatlng against the nonfulfillment of treaty stipulations and hla retention u 
a prlaoner. Printed In Telegraph, October 4, 1836. ' 

6. Letter from President Burnet to Santa Anna, dated June 10, 1831, r. 
plying to Santa Una's protest. Printed In Telegraph, October ., 1836. 
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Those parts of the correspondence which have eminated from the late 
Government ad interim, ara in the English language and those eminat­
ing from the President Santa Anna, in the Spanish. The difficulty of 
procuring them to be translated, the length of time which would be 
required to transcribe them and the scantiness of clerical aid in this de­
partment, have induced me to submit to you the Originals belonging to 
the files of my office. These I intend to recall to their appropriate placa 
and supply you with authenticated copies. 

This method will be the most speedy and best adapted to hasten 
your action upon those interestlng subjects now under your considera­
tion; and I trust that therefore, a literal compliance with your resolu­
tion, will ba dispensed with in this instance, as the defect arises from 
absolute necessity. 

Sam Houston 

Mr. Elliott [Everitt?] monel that a Committee of two be ap­
pointed to select a Translator Carried 

Whereupon the Chair apointed Messrs Everitt [and] Morehouse 
said Committee 

Judge Joseph Baker was appointed and sworn in as Translator to 
the Senate 

On motion· of l\1r Everitt The Senate adjourned until 3 Oc[lock] 
PM 

3 0 Clock 
Message from the President" 

Executive Department 
Columbia 26 Oct. 183611 

To the honorable 
The Senate. 

Gentlemen 
I take pleasure iJ;l. submitting to your consideration and action 

the following named gentlemen, whom I desire may fill the sev­
eral Departments of the Government to which they are respectively as-
signed- · 

Stephen F. Austin Sec[retar]y of State 
Henry Smith Secratary of the Treasury 
,Thomas J. Rusk Secretary of War 
S. Rhoades Fisher Secretary of the Navy. 

Your honorable body must be well aware that in a country 
situated as ours is, the Executive head of the Government will have 
much· difficulty in selecting those whose qualifications are precisely 

· adapted to every important station. 
With a total disregard to personal prefarence, I have selected such 

"See note 9 above. 
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~ to -.oeiate with myaelf in the administration of the Govem­
IIUilt, whoee talflllfl! I think best suited to the furtherance of the inter­
ests of the country. As my constitutional advisers. I have respectfully 
to request of you, the confirmation of th~ s.-veral nominations. 

Should any one of them be rejected I should feel myself at a 10111 
where, or by whom to supply his plaeP. And as I am held responsibli!! 
to the people for the administration of the Government, you will readily 
admit that I have felt and must continue to fed a lively interest in 
!mowing who are to C<Hlperate with me in the dis<'harge of my official 
duties 

Sam Houston 
Mr Everitt Moved To make the messa!(P the special Order for to­

morrow morning Carried 

Columbia Thursdoy ~larning 
Oct the 27th 1836 

.\. ~lessage was rt'<'eived from the President 

To the llouorable 
,The Senate. 

Gentlemen 

Executive Department 
Columbia 27 Oct. 1836.11 

The nomination of an Attorney General was inadvertentl~· omitted 
in my Special Message to you of yestPrday. 

James Collinsworth Esq. was intended to be included in that com­
munication, as nominated to that high Office; and you will be pleaaed 
to consider my remarks of that date, as equally applicable to him. 

Sam Houston 

The nomination.> as they stood on the message were then taken up 
by the Senate, first 

Btephen F Austin Secretary of State 
~~ r F.veritt moved to suspend said nomination for further eonsidera­

tion which motion was lost. 
On motion of Mr Eve-ritt the senate adjourned until 1-2 past 2 

O'clock. 

1-2 past 2 O'clock 
Mr Everitt moved to postpone until a day certain. lost. 
Mr Robertson moved to postpone until tomorrow. Carried . 
. The Senate then went into the consideration of the other executive 

nominations, and advised and consented to the nominations U.nanim~ 
ly of 

usee note 6 above. 
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Henry Smith as Secretary of the Treasury 
Thomas J Rusk as Secretary of War and 

17 

James Collinsworth as Attorney Ganeral, and advised and consented 
to the nomination of S Rhoads Fisher as Secretary of the Navy. 

When the session of the senate closed and the doors were opened. 
R Scurry 

Secretary of the Renate 

Columbia Monday [sic l .Morning 
Oct the 28th 1836 

The senate went into secret ·session. The order of the day being the 
nomination of Stephen F Austin as Secretary .of State. 

The ayes and noes were demanded on motion of Mr Everitt. .The 
question being will tha senate advise and consent to the nomination, the 
affirmative voters [were] Messrs Corzine, Horton, Irion, Landrum, Les­
ter, Sommerville, Wharton and Wilson-eight. The negative voters 
ware Messrs Ellis, Everitt, Grimes, Morehouse, and Robertson-five 
the affirmative haveing the majority the nomination was confirmed. 

The [rules] haveing been suspended Mr Everitt introduced a Reso­
lution allowing the proceedings of the secret session to be freely dis­
cussed but not to be' published in the news papers, so [far) as the nomi­
nations of the President were concerned. Which Resolution was 
adopted without a division 

'!'he Resolution from the House of Representatives instructing the 
President not to sell the bonds of the gov.ernment at a greater dis­
count than ten per cent was taken up by the Senate 

Mr Everitt moved to strike out the word President wherever it 
might occur and insert in lien thereof the word Commissioners, Which 
amendment was carried 

When the secret session closed and the doors of tha Chamber opened 
R Scurry 

Secy of the Senate 

Columbia Monday Morning 
Oct the 31st 1836 

Mr Everitt moved to reconsider the vote on the Joint Resolution of 
the House of Representatives 

On motion of Mr Wharton it was ordered that the Resolution be made 
to conform to the Bill, by the Secretary 

the Resolution as amended by the Secretary was then read and 
adopted 

On motion of Mr Everitt the message of Gen[era]l Santa Anna and 
accompanyng documents was refered to a select committee of threa 



Whereapoa the Pre.ideot aprooint4!d M..-1'11 Everitt, Whartoa Uld 
Bllia the ~ttee aforeaaid 

1'lw ~~on adjoum4!d and the dool'll Wt're opeo4!d 
R Seurry 

s.-.-ty of the Senate 

Columbia 
4 Nov 1836'1 

The Senate Wt>nt into llt'erO't -ion with ch""'d doon 
A m~ wu J"e('[ .. ivP]d from tb" J>r..,.ident b)· the banda of lU8 

Privatt' ~ret&!')' Co,·erin~ 11 dt"Cree of the ro>voeation of Bloekade of 
Metamoraa 

To the honorable 
The Senate 

Gentlemen 

Executi,·e D.!partml!llt 
('olnmhia 2d NovPDiber 1836'• 

I have the honor to p._nt for your eonoideration, a revoeatioa 
of the Decree of Bloekade of the Port of :Matamoroa etc, proel&imed 
by the late Government ad interim. 

Tbe eircumatancee of the times no longer seem to require the eDt­
ance of that ~ct: while the lawful commerce of our aiater Republic of 
the North ia alone atfect4!d by such arbitrary constraint; md our Da...t 
force ia inauflicient to interrupt and punish any illicit communieatiGD. 
Unlea we can enforce our injunctions by a suJIIcient arm&ID8Dt, thq 
will appear to the world dl:travagant and futile. 

As my constitutional advisel'll, you will consider the amity which 
ahould exist between this Republic and the Nati0118 by which we are IID'­

rounded: and should it be deemed advisable, you will return that iD­
atrument with the resolution you may make thereon. 

Sam Boutoa 

Mr Borton submitt4!d thl' followin~ Resolution 
Reaolv4!d That thl' senatE' ro>turn to thP presidt>nt hia m-.ge of 

yeaterday and aeeompanyin~ revocati011 of Blockade with the -.. 
geation that in their-opinion it would be better that the proclamatiea or 
rl'vocation had bettt'r .!nd with the words foree and effect CODC111'r'inc 
at the aame time with the president in the propriety of removinlr the 
Bloekadl' as promptly as J>OMible11 

'"The printed Journal (page 401 make. uoto or a -.,ret -•on oa N_. 
ber 3, tbe manuoerlpt Journal doeo not. 

"Tbe -ret Journal bu no ropy or tbla m-ae; It bu. tberefon. '-­
..,pplled from tbe original. 

"Tbe re._Uon of tbe blockade Ia printed In tbe 'l'elfl9,..,lil, No-w 11. 
1811; tbe cbanp ou-ted by tbe Senate wu not adopted br tbe ~t. 
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Which was adopted 
And the doors were opened 

Secret Journal of the Senate 
Nov 5th 1836 

'l'he Senate went into secret session with closed doors 
On motion of Mr Everitt it was 
Resolved That the Committee to whom was referred the Documents 

of Santa Anna be discharged and that a joint committee of both Houses 
be appointed 

Whereupon the Chair appointed Messrs Wharton Corzine [and] 
Grimes on the part of the Senate 

And the doors were opened 

Secret Journal of the Senate 
Nov 9 1836 

The Senate went into secret session with closed doors 
A message was received from the President nominated Nat Robins 

and Jno Dor as Commissioners to treat with certain tribes of Indians 
and Hayden Arnold as Sefretary to the Commissioners 

To the honorable 
The Senate. 

Gentlemen, 

Executive Department 
Columbia 8th Nov. 1836" 

The friendship and alliance of many of our border Tribes of 
Indians will be of the utmost importance to this Government: keep­
ing them tranquil and pacific, and if need shall require it, affording us 
useful auxiliaries. 

Having received satisfactory information, that large bodies of those 
people are desirous of forming treaties of peace and intercourse with 
us and that they have assembled nn the banks of the River Trinity, near 
its three forks, I cannot too forcibly recommend the adoption of any 
means which will attach them to us, nor too seriously impress upon 
you the policy of drawing them to us by the cords of friendship by 
means of Treaties and of Commerce. 

With those views I have the honor to nominate to y011r consideration, 
as Commissioners to treat with the several Tribes of Indians on our 
Northern and Western frontier who are not now in Treaty, and to con­
elude articles of Peace, friendship and intercourse with them: Nathaniel 

"See note 14 above. 
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Robins and John M. Dor, and Hayden S. Arnold to the duties of Secr&­
tary to said Commissioners. ,These are all gentlemen to whom the 
trusts will be judiciously confided and should you approve these nomi­
D&tiona COIIIllliallions will immediately issue 

Sam Houston 

On motion of Mr Horton it was referred to Committ~e on Indian 
Affairs [Messrs Robertson, Irion, and Lester.] 

.The doors were opened 

!'lee ret ,Journal of the Senate 
3 0 C[lock] Nov 9 1836 

The Senate went into secret session with closed doors 
The Com[mittee] on Indian Affairs to whom was referred the nomi­

nations of the President reported in favor of said nomination 
~fr Ellis moved to advise and consent to the nomination of Nath 

Robins Carried unanimously 
The Senate rejected unanimously the nomination of John M Dor 
The Senate unanimously advised and consented to the nomination of 

H Arnold as Secretary 

Secret Journal 
Nov lOth 1836 

The Senate went into seeret session with dosed doors 
On motion of 1\fr Everitt the injunction of secrecy was removed reJa... 

tive to the nomination of Commissioners to treat with certain tribes of 
Indians 

Mr Wharton from the Committee on the disposition of Mexican 
Prisoners reported a resolution giving the President power to dispose 
of them. 

The rules were suspended and the Resolution was read second time 
A message was rec[eive]d from the President nominating Adolpho 

Sterne and Isaac W Burton commissioners to treat with the Indians in 
conjunction with Nath Robins 

,To the Honorable 
The Senate 

Gentlemen 

Exeelttive Department 
Columbia lOth Novr. 1836" 

In consequence of the rejection of the Hon fora] ble John M. Dor, 
as Commissioner to treat with the several Trihl!s of Indians 
now assembled on the ,Trinity, I have thought proper to nominate the 
Hon[ora]ble Adolfo Sterne and Isaac W. Burton in conjunction with 

"See note 14 above. 
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Nathaniel Robbins, whose nomination was yes.ter<lay confirmed by the 
Senate; givng to any two of them powers, as Commissioners, to act on 
the subjects which may be embraced in their instructions from the War 
Department. 

Sam Houston 

The Senate unanimously concurred in the nomination of Isaac W 
Burton And refused to confirm the nomination of Adolpho Sterne 

Mr Corzine moved the recommitment of the Report of the Co=it­
tee relative to the Prisoner Santa Anna and the addition of Messrs 
Horton and Everitt to said Co=ittee 

Doors open 

Secret Journal of the Senate 
Nov 11 1836 

,The Senate went into secret session with closed doors 
Mr Wharton introduced a report from the Committee relative to 

Santa Anna vesting the president with the custody [of] all the Mexi­
can prisoners providing however that Sant[a) Anna and Almonte shall 
not be released without the advice and consent of the Senate 

Resolved by the Senate of the Republic of Texas, That the president 
be and is hereby vested with the custody and disposal of all prisoners 
of war. Provided, that the prisoners Santa Anna and Almonta shall 
not be released or set at liberty on any occasion, without the concur­
rence of the senate, and that the president shall not have the power to 
release said prisoners during the recess of the senate." 

On motion of Mr Everitt the rules were suspended and the report 
adopted 

And the doors were open[ed] 
Secret Journal of the Senate 

Nov 111836 3 0 C[lock) 
The Senate went into secret session Doors closed 
On motion of Mr Everitt the injunction of secrecy in relation to the 

nomination of the Co=issioners to treat with the Indians made by 
the president on yesterday be removed 

And the doors were open[ed] 

The Senate went into secret session 

Secret Journal of the Senate 
Nov 12 1836 

A ·message from the president nominating Kelsey H Douglass and 
Henry Millard Commissioners to treat with the Indians was received 

11A copy of this resolution was not found in the secret journal; it is printed 
In the Telegraph, November 26, 1836. 

5-Lib. 
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To the honorable 
The Senate. 

Gentlemen 

Executive Department 
Columbia 12th Novr. 183611 

In contemplation of a ,Treaty with the Indians, I have felt m11ch 
anxiety. In the nomination of the Honorable ·John M. Dor, I was 
guided by these circumatancas. He has been the Secretary of Col [ onel] 
Benjamin Milam an Empresario of a Colony. He stands as fair and 
has for years, in the Town of Nacogdoches, as any man, and was clerk 
of the Ayuntamiento of that place, so long as it existed. He was 
Sacretary when th~ Body was American and while it was Mexican. 
From all my intercourse, I deemed him a man of as strict honor as 
lived on the earth. In this I was liable to mistake. He was master ol 
the Mexicm language, a necilssary qualification of some member of the 
Commission. I will assert that he has contributed as liberally to the 
support of the war to his means as any man in the Republic. 

In the nomination of the Honorable Adolfo Sterne, I was directed 
by the reasons, that he spoke the Mexican language; has an amiable 
family in Texas and would feel anxious to do whatever was calculated 
to give aecurity to them, and preserve his interests in the country. He 
was elacted to the Convention in 1833 and voted for the Constitution 
then adopted by the Convention. Within the last year, he supplied at 
New Orleans, and paid the passage of a Company, (I think,) of Sixty 
men from New Orleans to Natchitoches on board a steamboat. It is 
due to these nominations to say, that I used those names without the 
slightest authority from them and without their knowledge. I owe 
this much to the Gentlemen md to myself. 

I regard it of importance to the safety of the frontier, that a Treaty 
should be spoodily held, and today I have learned that it is more thm 
probable and almost certain, that Isaac W. Burton will not be enabled 
to act as Commissioner. I would therefore respectfully suggest the 
names of Kesley H. Douglass and Henry Millard with authority for 
any two of the Commissioners to hold and conclude a Treaty, etc 

Sam Houston 

On motion of Mr Everitt the injunction ctf secrecy be removed rela­
tive to the abova nominations 

,The Senate advised md consented to the nomination of the Presi­
dent Kelsey H Douglass and Henry Millard 

And the doors were opened 

"See note 14 above. 
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Secret Journal of the Senate 
Nov 16th 1836 

The Senate went into secret session 
A message was rec[eive]d from the President nominating Wm H 

Wharton as Minister Plenipotentiary to the Court of the U[nited] 
S[tates] of America at Washington City 

To the honorable 
.The Senate 

Gentlemen. 

Executive Department 
Columbia 16th Novr. 1836'0 

I take pleasure in presenting to you the name of William H. Whar­
ton Esquire, as Minister plenipotentiary to the court of the United 
States of America at Washington City, and request that you will con­
firm the same. 

In making this nomination I have been influenced by a knowledge 
that an individual of more extended acquaintance in the United States 
cannot be nominated, nor one who has been longer and more intimately 
acquainted with the relations and true interests of Texas; no guarantee 
is required of the nominee, for the faithful and able discharge of the 
trust confided to him. If it were, it could be found in the identity <1f 
his fate with that of Texas. 

Sam Houston 

On motion it was laid on the table until evening 
A message was rec[eive]d from the President relative to Mexican 

prisoners now in custody and returning certaiJ;J. resolutions of the 
Senate regarding the disposal of said prisoners" 

On motion of Mr Ellis the Senate adjourned until3 0 C[lock] 

Secret Journal <1f the Senate 
3 0 C[lock] Evening Nov 16 

The. Senate went into secret session · 
The Resolution relative to the Mexican prisoners was taken up and 

reconsidered 
Mr Everitt moved to call the Ayes and Noes upon the question 
Affirmative voters were Messrs Everitt Robertson Sommerville Wil­

"son--4 And the Negative voters [were] Messrs Cor~e Ellis Grimes 
Irion Landrum Lester Ruiz Wharton-8 

"'See note 14 above. 
"The veto message has not been found; the resolution returned is printed 

In the proceedings for November 11th above. The drift of the veto message 
may be gathered from portions of the debate In secret session printed In the 
'I'elegrapn, November 23 and 26, 1836. In a letter to the editors of the 
National Intelligencer, dated January 21, 1837, William H. Wharton says 
"without a dissenting voice" the senate acquiesced in the views of the presi­
dent. (Niles' Weekly Register, LI 340.) 
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,The nominati011 of Wm B Wharton was then taken up 
The Senate unanimouslY ad,-ised and ronsented to the nomination 

of Wm H Wharton 88 ~linister Plenepotentiary to the U[nited) 
8 [ tatee) of America 

On motion of Mr Irion th"' injunction of secrecy W88 removed 
On motion of Dr Everitt a Committee of two were appointed to 

inform Mr Wharton of the concurrence of the Senate in hia nomina­
tion 

The Chair appointed Messrs Everitt and Ellis 
And the Doora W.!re open [ ed] 

Secret Journal of the Senate 
Nov 24th [1836) 

A message was received from the Presidt'Dt apprising the Seaatlll 
that the appointment of Attorney General had not been accepted bJ 
the Hon[orable) J88 Collinsworth and proposing J Pickena [de) 
Henderson to fill aaid appointment 

To the Honorable 
The Senate. 

Gentlemen, 

Executive Department 1 

Columbia 24th Novr. 183P 

The Bon [ orable) James Collinsworth, owing to his private eir­
eumstances, having declined accepting the appointment of Att-1 
General, to which htl was nominated : that station is still vacant. 

I have now the honor to present to you the name of J. Pinelme1 
Henderson Esquire, 88 an individual possessing moral worth, geniua 
and talents, proper to thtl discharge of the duties of that oftlee; ad 
one, whom I shall be pleased to appoint, if upon consideration you 
should concur in the nomination. 

Sam Houston 

On motion of Doct[or) Everitt [the message) waa ordered to lie 
on the tabltl Which motion w88 adopted 

And the doors were opened 

The Senate went into secret session 

Secret Journal of the Senate 
Nov 26 18.'J6 

The nomination of J Pinrlmey Henderson to the oftic., of Attoi'M)' 
General waa taken up 

,The Senate unanimously adviaed and consented to hia appointmmat 

"See note 14 above. 
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On motion of .Mr Everitt the injunction of secrecy was removed 
Doors [were] opened 

The Senate went into secret session 

Secret Journal of the Senate 
30 Nov 1836 

A message was rec [ eive] d from the President nominating certain 
Naval Officers which on motion was laid on the table until tomorrow 

Gentlemen of the Senate 

Executive Department 
November 30th 183621 

The accompanying nominations" furnished me by the Secretary of 
the Navy, I have the pleasure to present you for your appointment, 
and I particularly request that an immediate action may be had on it 
as each day from information received, makes it more imperative 
that our Navy should be placed in such an attitude as to render pro­
tection to our Coast and commerce. 

The injunction of secrecy was removed 
And the doors were open[ed] 

The Senate went into secret session 

Sam Houston 

3 0 Clock 

A message was rec[eive]d from the president nominating .M B 
Menard and A J Yates Esqrs Commissioners to negotiate a loan on 
the Bonds of the Governement 

To the Hon [or able] 
The Senate 

Gentlemen 

Executive Department 
Columbia 30th Nov. 1836" 

In conformity with an Act of Congress approved the 18th inst[ant] 
"to authorize the President to negociate a loan, on the Bonds of the 
Government, nat exceeding five millions of dollars" and providing for 
the appointment of two Commissioners, into whose hands said bonds 
shall be delivered by the President: I have the pleasure of submitting 
the names of Michael B. Menard and A. J. Yates Esqrs. as gentlemen 
whom I nominate as Commissioners and respectfully solicit the con­
currence of your honorable body in' their appointment. 

I will take leave to mention that the sooner they are despatched to 

"See note 14 above. 
"The list of nominations has not been found. Cf. journal of proceedings on 

afternoon of December 1, 1836. 
•see note 6 above. 
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the United States the better they will be enabled to arrange the loan 
10 aoon as the Bonds can be prepared for them to act upon. They will 
have time to enter into an extensive correspondence which will be im­
portant to a knowledge of the money market, either in the United 
States or in Europe, if it should be necessary to extend the operations 
of the loan beyond the limits of North America. 

Laid on the table for one day 

The Senate went into secret session 

Sam Houston 

Secret Journal of the Senatl 
Deer 1st 1836 

A message was rec[eive]d from the president nominating in addi­
tion to his nominations of yesterday 

To the Honorable 
The Senate 

Gentlemen 

Executive Department 
Columbia 1st Deer 183611 

The accompanying list of officers has been this day returned to me 
by the Secretary of the Navy, and by him recommended as suitabl• 
persons to fill the respective stations assigned to each. 

I have therefore the pleasure to nominate those individuals to you, 
for the appointments mentioned in that return. 

To Gen. Sam Houston 
President of the Republic of ,Texas 

Sir 

Sam Houston 

Navy Department 
Columbia December 1, 1836 

I yesterday had the honor to submit to you for your nomination 
a list of Gentlemen as officers in the Navy, and have now to beg that 
the following may be named in addition, viz 

Francis F. Chisman}s 
Richard Cochran urgeons 

Thos. H. Living } 
N. Hurd Pursers 
Henry Fisher 

I have the honor etc etc etc . 
S. Rhoads Fisher 
Secretary of the Navy 

"'Bee note 6 above. In the manuscript journal this message Ia copied on 
the nrao, and b:v s:vmbol cited under the proceedlnp 'of Nonmber 80th, 
which perhaps Ia an error. 
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On motion the nominations of yesterday and today wer~ prosponed 
[sic] until 3 0 C [lock] and a Committee were appointed by the Chair 
to ascertain which of the nominati<ms were intendad for immediate 
service in the Independence 

The Chair appointed Messrs Horton and Ev~ritt a Committee to 
eall on the Sec [ retary] of [the] Navy to ascertain the above 

The nomination of M B Menard and A J Yates as Commissioners 
were unanimously concurred in by the Senate 

On motion of Mr Everitt the injunction of secrecy was removed 

Secret Journal of the Senate 
[3 o'clock] Deer 1st 1836 

The Senate went into secret session for tha purpose of acting upon 
the nominations of certain Naval Officers prosponed [sic] in the morn­
ing 

,The Senate unanimously advisad and consented to the following 
nominations 

, Cha[rle]s E Hawkins Post Captain 
Wm P B Taylor Post Captain 
Geo Wheelrigltt Master Commandant 
Henry Livingston Thompson Master Commandant 
Francis B Wright Lieutenant 
Jno W Taylor Lieutenant 
Jno T K Lothrop Lieutenant 
J W Humphreys Lieutenant 
Jas Melius Lieutenant 
Moreau Forrest Surgeon 
Wm Thomas Brannum Purser 
Francis F Chisman } 
Rich[ar]d Cochran Surgeons 

~h;~~ Living l Pursers 

Henry Fisher J 
·On motion the injunction of secrecy [was 1 removed 
Doors open · 

The Senate went into secret session 

Senate Chamber 
Deer 2nd 1836 

A message was rec[eive]d from the president inclosing sundry 
papers in regard to the Release of Santa Anna 

Which was laid on the table 
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Executive Department 
Columbia 2nd Deer 1836 

To the Bon [ orable] 
The Senate 

Gentlemen 
I have the pleasure to acknowledge the receipt of the Resolution 

passed by your honorable body on th~ 1st inst[ant] 21 I find by refer­
ence to a copy filed in the Executive Office that a passport iSBued dated 
20 ult[imo] to General Santa Anna and Col[onel] Almonte a eopy of 
which I hav;, the honor to inclose as well as an original letter in 
Spanish with a translation given by the Secretary of State It will 
be perceived that these documents •• are confidential and it is desirable 
that they should be returned to the Offic~ 

Col[onel] Geo W Hockley Maj[or] Wm H Patton and Col[onel] 
Banard E Bee were directed (as will b~ seen by the face of the paas­
port) to accompany General Santa Anna and Colonel Alntonte to 
Washington City 

I have not heard from the Escort officially since they lilft this point 
but have reason to believe that they left Orizembo on Saturday morn­
ing the 26 instant and would proce~d to Washington by the most direct 
rout 

I have the pleasure to present this information to your honorable 
body as all that I possess touching your resolution No treaty or 
treaties of any kind w~re entered into with him to my knowledge nor 
by my orders 

Sam Houston 

Mr Everitt moved to adjourn until 3 o c[Iock] 

"On November 30tb, Mr. Wilson submitted a resolution calling on the 
president for Information as to the release or Santa Anna and Almonte. It 
was adopted December 1st . ....,Journals of the Senate, 1 Cong., 1 sess., pp. 67, 70. 

"Copies of the passport and of the Jetter from the Secretary or State have 
not been found. Some pertinent Information may be found In the followtnc 
documents: 

1. Letter from Santa Anna to General Houston, November 5, 1836. Printed 
In Yoakum's Hilltof'!l of Texas, II 530-1. 

2. Letter from President Houston to General Jackson .. November 20, 1836. 
Printed In Te.zall National Register, December 17, 1845. 

3. Letter from S. F. Austin to W. H. Wharton. November 25, 1836. Printed 
In Diplomatic Oorrespondrm.ce ot the Republic of Texaa, I 143. 
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Executive Department 
Columbia 9th Dee. 1836" 

I have the pleasure to nominate Joseph C. \Yilliams to you, as 
captain of the Texian private Armed Schooner, Terrible; which is 
to be commissioned, as a Letter of Marque. Also submitting to your 
consideration the propriety of commissioning the said vessel, under 
the rules and regulations of the Navy. 

To the Hon[orable] 
The Senate. 

Gentlemen, 

Sam Houston 

Executive Department 
Columbia lOth Dec. 1836'0 

I have the pleasure to nominate and reeommend to you, F. Catlett 
Esquire, as Secretary of Legation, at the Court of the (Tnited States 
of America, near th~ City of Washington: and hope you will concur 
with me, in his nomination. 

It is important for the interests of the country, that a Secretary 
should be dispatched. with the least delay possible; and I hope, this 
subject may meet your early attention, as well as your sanction. 

The Senate went into secret session 

Sam Houston 

Secret Journal of the Senate 
12 Deer 1836 

,The nomination of F Catlett was taken up 
Mr Everitt introduced a resolution that the nomination should 

not take effect until the Independence of the Country was recog­
nized which was lost 

The Ayes and Noes were called for on the confirmation of the 
nomination 

Ayes Messrs Ellis Lester Everitt Morehouse Grimes Robertson 
Irion Somerville Landrum Wilson Corzine 11 

Noes Messrs Collinsworth [and] Horton 2 
29$ee note 14 above. No reference to this message is found in the public or 

secret journals. The Senate confirmed Williams' appointment. (Letter from 
Secretary of the Senate to the President. Record (MS.), Vol. 49, p. 80, in 
Department of State.) 

•see note 14 above. 
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K-. CoUm.worth and Horton lo."11l"C noti,·.t that they would eater 
their J)I'Otelt .,aimt the nomination 

Tile IIOIIIiaation then-fore ofF Calle" Eaq was ~nfirmed 
ADd the doon were open~ 

&><.-ret Journal of the S.ldll 
J.lth Deer 1836 

The SeDate wet into lleCJ'et ~on 
A m-.re waa ree[eive]d from tht! Pres[id~nlt towi~' 

.To the Honorable 
The Senate 

Gent[lemen) 
I take pleasure in oommuni<'ating to your honourable bod7 the 

following list of nominations, "to officer the Battalion of MODDtecl 
Riflemen, created by the late lsw of CongretoS. in wbi('h I uk the ... 
eurrenee of the Senate 

To Bia Excelleney 
Sua Houston 

Sir 

With R.lepeet 
Sua Ho118tGD 

War Departm1111t 
Columbia Deer 7th 1836 

I beg leave to submit for your .. onsideration the following named 
eandidatea for nomination to appointments in the eorps 'Of llounted 
Ri11emen lately eatabliabed by law. These gentlemen are highly~­
mended by the inhabitants of the frontier 

William H Eastland Capt[ain) 
For ~un~ of Gonzale. Joel Robinson First Lieut[enant] 

mpany Nathan lllitehell Seeond Lieut[Eat] 

For the County of Mina 
Second Compuy 

For the County of Shelby 
Third Company 

Pourth Company 

.......... allvn. 

Mieah.Andrewa Capt[ain] 
J H Wade Firat Lieut[enut] 
Nicholas Wren Second Lieut[IIUIDt) 

Robt 0. Luak Captain 
John P. Applegate Firat Lieut[IDUlt) 
David Strickland Second Lieut[-t] 

.Thomas H. B&ITOD Captain 
Chari• Curtis Firat Lieut[mant] 
David W. Campbell SeeondLint[-tJ 
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F'ifth Company 
Daniel :\Iunroe Captain 
Wm. H. :\[oore First Lieut [ enant] 
:l[eL:mr,rhlin Second Lieut [en ant] 

Major of Battalion .................... Wm. H. Smith 
Surgeon of Battalion .................. A. Ramsay 
Ass [ istan) t Surgeon of Battalion ....... R. Montgomery 

With Resped 
Your Obt. Servt. 

William S. Fisher 
Acting Secretary of War 

The Senat~ advised and consented to the nominations as follows 

For the County of Gonzales W H Eastland Capt[ain] 
Joel Robertson First Lieut[enant] First Company 

For the County of l\fina 
Second Company 

For the County of Shelby 
Third Company 

. Fourth Company 

Fifth Company 

'\at han Mitch~ !I Second Lieut [ enant] 

?\lid Andrews Capt[ain] 
J H \Yade F'irst Lieut[enant) 
Nich Wren Second Lieut[enant] 

R 0 Lusk Capt[ain] 
Jno P Applegate First Lieut[enant] 
David Strickland Second Lieut[enant] 

Thomas H Barron Capt[ain) 
Chas Curtis F'irst Lieut [ enant) 
D W Campbell Second Li~ut[enant) 

D Munroe Captain 
W H Moore First Lieut[enant] 

McLaughlin Second Lieut[enant] 

Major of Battallion ................... Wm H Smith 
Surgeon .................•........... A Ramsey 
Asst Surgeon ........................ R. Montgomery 

On motion the injunction of secresy was removed. 

To the Honorable 
The Senate 

Gentlemen 

Executive Department 
Columbia 15th Dec. 183612 

I have the pleasure to nominate the Honorable John Woodward, 

•see note 14 above. No reference to this message Is found In the public 
er secret journa.Js. The nomination was con11rmed by the senate. (R. Scurry 
to Sam Houston, December 15, 1836. MS. In Senate Confirmations. Te:raa 
State Library. l 
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formerly a citizen of the United States of America, as Consul General 
to the Port of New York. This General Consulate, to embrace the 
Porta al. Boston, Philadelphia and Baltimore, with powers to appoint 
vice consuls in the three last mentioned Ports. 

Your ratification, to the above nomination, is most respectfully toe­
quested; and particularly so because Judge Woodward's high standing 
in the United States; and his zealous devotion to the cause of Texas, 
as well as his disposition to give her further aid, will, I have no doubt, 
render his official services of essential importance to our Country. 

To the Iron [ orable] 
The Senate. 

Gentlemen 

Your Obt Servt 
Sam Houston 

Executive Department 
Columbia 15th Dec. 183611 

I take pleiiSUre in nominating to you Niles F. Smith, as a suit­
able person to be appointed Commissioner "for the purposes con­
templated in the lOth Article of the Charter of the Bank of Agri­
culture and Commerce;'' as confirmed by a joint resolution of your 
honorable body, "for "the relief of Messrs. McKinney & Williams." 

And I hope, your honorable body, will freely concur with me in his 
appointment. 

Your obt servt 
Sam Houston 

Columbia Monday 
19th Deer 1836 

A message was received from the President 

To the Hon[orable] 
The Senate 

Gentlemen 

Executive Department 
Columl)in 19tb Dec. 1836.1' 

I take pllliUjure, in accordance with the Constitution, to nominate 
to you, as suitable and proper persons, for the office of District At­
torney, 

•see note H above. No reference to this meBB&ge Is tound In tbe public 
or secret journals. The nomination was conllrmed. (R. Scurry to Bam 
Houston, December 15, 1836. MS. In Senate Conllrmatlons. Texas Btat.t 
Library.) 

"See note 6 above. 
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Richardson Scurry, for the First District 
A. M. Tompkins for the Second District 
H. C. Hudson for the Third District and 
John Ricord for the Fourth District of this Republic. 
And I trust that you will concur with me in their appointment. 

Sam Houston 

,The rules being suspended the Senate unanimously advised and con­
sented to the nominations contained in the foregoing Message 

Columbia 20th Deer 1836. 
A message was received from the House of Representatives, which 

on motion of Mr Everitt was laid on the table. Ayes-6, Noes-5 
Ayes--Everitt, Grimes, Horton, Lester, Sommerville, [and] Wilson. 
Noes-Corzine, Ellis, Irion, Morehouse, [and] Ruiz 

Columbia 20th Deer 1836 
A message was received fram the President 

To the Hon[orable] 
The Senate 

Gentlemen 

Executive Department 
Columbia 20th Dec. 1836'' 

It gives me great pleasure to nominate to you John W. Moody as 
a suitable person to be appointed Auditor of Public Accounts for 
this Republic. 

·Mr. Moody is highly recommended and I trust your honorable body 
will therefore concur with me in his appointment. 

To the Hon[orable] 
The Senate 

Gentlemen 

Sam Houston 

Executive Department 
Columbia 20th Dec. 1836." 

It gives me great pleasure to nominate to you Asa Brigham, as 
a suitable person to be appointed Treasurer for this Republic. 

Mr. Brigham is highly recommended and I trust your honorable 
body will therefore concur with me in his appointment. 

•see note 6 abov(\. 
"Ibid. 

Sam Houston 
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To the Hon[orable] 
The Senate 

Gentlemen 

Executive Department 
Columbia 20th Dee. 1836." 

I have the pleasure to nominate nnd recommend to you as Chief 
Justices of the several County Courts, the following gentlemen: 

Thomas Barnet for the County of .Austin 
George B. McKinstry for the County of Brazoria 
Joseph Baker for the County of Bexar 
Mathew Parker for the County of Sabine 
B. D. McClure for the County of Gonzala9 
W. H. Mcintire for the County of Goliad 
.Andrew Briscoe for the County of Harrisburg 
J011eph Mott for the County of Jasper 
Chichester Chaplin for the County of Jefferson 
D. P. Coit for the County of Liberty 
Silas Dinsmore Jr. for the County of Matagorda 
.Andrew Rabb for the County of Mina 
Chas. S. Taylor for the county of Nacogdoches 
Robert Hamilton for the County of Red River 
John McHenry for the County of Victoria 
William McFarland for the County of San .Augustine 
George 0. Lusk for the County of Shelby. 
John Dunn for the County of Refugio. 
John Turner for the County of San Patrico 
John P. Coles for the County of Washington 
Massillon Farley for the County of Milam 
Patrick Usher for the County of Jackson and 
William Menifee for the County of Colorado. 

· Sam Houston 

The question being put, The Senate advised and consented to aU 
the nominations contained in the three foregoing measages. 

Columbia 20th Deer 1836 
.A measage was received from the President 

"See note 6 above. 
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To the Hon [or able] 
The Senate 

Gentlemen 

Executive Department 
Columbia 20th Dec. 1836.31 

I have the pleasure of presenting to yau for your approval the 
names of ,Thomas J. Green, as Senior and Felix Huston as Junior 
Brigadier Generals, in the Army of Texas.· I have not presented 
the nomination of a Major General, as there is not a Division now 
composing our Army, and even less, than a Brigade in the field. 

Whatever appointments may of necessity be made in the Army, in 
the recess of Congress· (should your Honorable Body adjourn soon) 
will be made with an eye single, for the good of the service, and will 
be most promptly submitted at the next sesion for your approval. 

Commissions will issue to none until they have received the sanction 
of the Constitutional advisers; nor will I add to the accumulated ex­
penses of the Government, by appoiuting persons, who can render no 
corresponding advantages. 

With great respect, 
Sam Houston 

The rules being suspended 
On motion of Mr Everitt the nominations were taken up one by one, 

and the question being put will the Senate advise and consent to the 
nomination of ,Thos J Green as senior Brigadier Gen[eral] of the 
Army of Texas, the nomination was rejected 

Ayes Messrs Morehouse Ruiz and Somervell 
Noes Messrs Ellis, Everitt, Grimes, Horton, Irion, Lester, and 

Somervell 
The question being then put will the Senate advise and consent to 

the nomination of Felix Huston as Junior Brigadier Gen[eral] of the 
Regular Army of Texas the nomination was rejected. 

Ayes Messrs Ellis Grimes Morehouse and Wilson 4 
Noes Messrs Everitt, Horton, Irion, Lester, Somervell, and Wil­

son-7 
The doors were then opened 

To the Hon [ orable] 
The Senate 

Gentlemen 

Executive Department 
Columbia 20th Dec. 1836.00 

I have the pleasure of laying before yau a Treaty made the 23rd 

•see note 6 above. 
"See note 14 above. 
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day of February 1836 between 'the commissioners on the part of 
the Provisional Government of 'l'exas on the one part, and the chiefa, 
head men etc of the Cherokee Indians and their associate bands then 
residing in Texas of the other part, and most earnestly recommend its 
ratification. You,. will find upon examining this treaty, that it is just 
and equitable, and perhaps the best which could be made at the present 
time. It only secures to the said Indians the usufructuary right to the 
country included within the boundary discribed in the treaty, and 
does not part with the right of soil, which is in this. Government; 
neither are the rights of any citizen of the Republic impaired by the 
views of the treaty, but are all carefully secured by the third article 
of the same. In considering this treaty, you .will doubtless bear in 
mind the very great necessity of conciliating th~ different tribes of 
Indians who inhabit portions of country almost in the centre of 
our settlements as well as those who extend along our frontier. This 
becomes the more judicious at present when we are at war with Mexico, 
the authorities of which have been labouring to engage the different 
tri.bes to war against us: and it has been confidentially stated, that 
these Indians are among the number, who have already engaged to join 
the Mexican army against us in the event of a second invasion, they 
being induced doubtless by promises of land and country; and should 
you ratify and ·confirm this treaty, it doubtless would tend to secure 
their permanent friendship, a thing at this time much to be desired, 
all of which is respectfully submitted. 

Sam Houston 

Treaty with the Cherokees.•• 

This Treaty made and established between Sam Houston and John 
Forbes, Commissioners, on the part of the Provisional Government of 
Texas, of the one part, and the Cherokees and their Associate Bands 
now residing in Texas or the other part--towit Shawanees, Delawares, 
Kickapoos, Quapaws, Choetaws, Boluxies, Iawanies, .Alabamas, 
Cochatties, Caddos of the Naches, Tahoocattakes, and Unataquous­
By the Head Chiefs, Head Men and Warriors of the Cherokees, as 
Elder Brother and Representative of all the other Bands, agreeably to 
their last General Council. This Treaty is made, conformably to a 
declaration made by the last General Consultation, at St. Felipe, and 
dated 13th November A D 1835. 

"The journal has no copy of this treaty; it has, therefore, been supplled 
from the original MS. in Indian Affairs. Texas Sta.te Library. 
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Article First. 

The parties declare, that there shall be a firm and lasting peace 
forever, and that a friendly intercourse shall be preserved by the peo­
ple belonging to both parties. 

Article Second. 

It is agreed and declared that the before narned Tribes, or 
Bands, shall form one community, and that they shall have and pos­
sess the lands within the following bounds, towit,-laying West of the 
San Antonio road, and beginning on the West, at the point where the 
said road crosses the River Angeline, and running up said river, untill 
it reaches the mouth of the :first large creek (below the Great 
Shawanee village) emptying into the said River from the north east, 
thence running with said creek to its main source, and from thence a 
due north line to the Sabine River. and with said river west-then 
starting where the San Antonio road crosses the Angeline river, and 
with the said r0ad to the point where it crosses the Naches river and 
thence running up the east side of said river, in a north west direction. 

Article Third . 

. All lands granted or settled in good faith previous to the settlement 
of the Cherokees, within the before described bounds, are not con­
veyed by this treaty, but excepted from its operation. All persons who 
have once been removed and returned shall be considered as intruders 
and their settlements not be respected. 

A.rticle Fourth. 

It is agreed by the parties aforesaid that the several Bands or Tribes 
named in this Treaty, shall all remove within the limits or bounds as 
before described. 

Article Fifth. 

It is agreed and declared, by the parties aforesaid, that the Land, 
lying and being within the aforesaid limits shall never be sold or 
alienated to any person or persons, power or Government, whatsoever 
else than the Government of Texas, and the Co=issioners on behalf 
of the Government of Texas bind themselvs, to prevent in future all 
persons from intruding within the said bounds. And it is agreed 
upon the part of the Cherokees, for themselves and their Younger 

6-Lib. 
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Brotlaers, t.bat DO other tribes or Bands of Indiana wha~Yer lhall 
..ule within the limit. aforeoaid. but th•- already named ill thia 
Treaty, ud DOW reaidillg in TPxu. 

:\rticlt• Sixth. 

It ia d~ that no individual pt'Nuu. mPmb.>r of the TTibea before 
named. shall have power to ~ell ur l~AS<' laud to any per.on or ~ 
not a member or memben of thia t"Ommunity of Indiana, nor abalJ U17 
eitiun of Texu be allowed tu J, • ..,... or bu~· land from any lndiaD or 
IndiUill. 

Artidl' Se\·entb. 

That the Indiana aball be !1')\'Prnl'd by tbPir own R~latiooa uul 
Lawa. withiD their own territory. not ••ontrary to the Lawa of the (Joy. 
ernment of Texas. All prop<•rty stolt•n from the citiuna of Teua, or 
from the Indians aball bP n..ton••l to th•• party from whom it -
stolen, and the offender or offenders •hall be punished by the party to 
whom be or they may belon~r. 

.. Article Eighth . 

The Government of Texu aball ha,·e power to regnlate Trade uul 
inten-oul'lll!, but no Tax aball be l<'vied ''" the Tradt> of the lndiaDL 

Article Ninth. 

The partiee to thia Treaty agr('(' that one or more agenciea, lba1l be 
created and at least one agent Mhall I'E'IIide, specially, withiD tile 
Cherokee Villa~~e~~, whllfM' duty it •hall he to aee that no injuatioe w 
d011e them, or other membel'!< of the rommnnity of lnchana. 

Artiele Tenth. 
I 

The partiee to thia Treaty a;rl'ef' that 110 aoon u Jack Steele uul 
Samuel Ben!rf' Rhall abandon their improvement., without tile 
limita of the before re<>itt>d tract of country, and ~ 
withiD the aame, that they shall be valued and paid for by the Qonm. 
ment of Texu, the aaid Jack Steele and Samuel Benge ha?iDc 1llltil 
the month of Nonmber next meceedin~r from the date of tbW U.tf, 
allowed them to l'l'move within the limit11 before de~~eribed. ADd tba& 
all the Landa ud improvement& now oecupied by any of the before 
named Buda or TTibea, not lying within the limit& before ~ 
abalJ belong to the Government of Texu and anbjeet to ita cH.pc.L. 
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Article Eleventh. 

The parties to this Treaty agree and stipulate that aU the Bands 
or ,Tribes, as before recited (except Steele and Benge) shall remove 
within the before described limits, within eight months from the date 
of this Treaty. 

Article Twel.fth. 
I 

The parties to this Treaty agree that nothing herein contained shall 
effect [sic] the relations of the Saline, on the Naches nor the settlers 
in the neighbourhood thereof until a General Council of the several 
Bands shall take place and the pleasure of the Convention of Texas be 
known. 

Article Thirteenth. 

It is also declared, that all Titles issued to Lands, not agreeably 
to the declaration of the General Consultation of the People of Texas, 
dated the thirteenth day of November, eighteen hundred and thirty 
five, within the before recited limits, are declared void, as well as all 
orders and surveys made in relation to the same. 

Done at Colonel Bowls Village on the Twenty third day of Febru­
ary, Eighteen hundred and thirty six, and the First year of the Pro-
visional Government of Texas. · 

Witness 
his 

Fox+ Fields Interpreter 
mark · 

Henry Millard 

Joseph Durst 

A. Horton 

George W. Case 

Mathias A. Bingham 

Geo. W. Hockley 

Secretary of Commission 

Sam Houston 
John Forbes 

his 
Colonel + Bowl 

mark 
his 

Big+ Mush 
mark 

his 
Samuel + Benge 

mark 
his 

Oosoota+ 
mark 

his 
Corn + Tassle 

mark 
his 

The+Egg 
mark 

his 
John +Bowl 

mark 
his 

Tunnetee + 
mark 
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Columbia 21st Deer 1836 
Secret Session of the Senate. 
On motion of Mr Horton the question for the nomination of Felix 

Huaton, as J[unio]r Brigadier General of the Army of Texas, was 
reconaidered. The question being put, will the Senate advise and con­
sent to the nomination of Felix Huston as Junior Brigadier General 
of the Army of Texas, the Senate advised and consented to the nom­
ination. 

Ayes-Messrs. Corzine, Ellis, Grimes, Horton, Irion, Lester, Robert­
BOn, Morehouse, Ruiz, and Wilson-10 

Noes-Messrs Everitt, and Somerville-2. 

Secret Journal 
Deer 22nd 1836 

The substitute submitted by Mr Horton on yesterday was taken 
up, and the ayes and nays being taken were as followg :41 

And the rules being suspended, the bill passed 
Mr Everitt moved a reconsideration of the vote on the nomination 

of General Green, and called for the ayes ~d noes. 
Ayes-Messrs. Corzine, Everitt, Morehouse, Robison [sic,] and 

Wilaon--5 
Noes-Messrs Ellis, Grimes, Horton, Irion, Le!rter, Ruiz and Somer­

ville-7. Lost. 
Mr Morehouse moved that the injunction of secrecy be removed, as 

regarded nominations. Carried. 
The following message was received from the President, handed in 

by his Private Secretary. ' 

To the Hon [ orable) 
The Senate 

Gentlemen 

Executive Department 
Columbia 22nd Dec. 1836 ... 

It affords me pleasure to make the following nominations, which 
with great respect I submit for the consideration of your Hon[orable] 
body, as well as their confirmation: For Senior Brigadier General of 
the Army of Texas, A. Sidney Johnson; For Colonel of Ordnance, 
George W. Hockley; For Colonel of Engineers, N. Winter Smith; 
For Adjutant General of the Army, E. Morehouse; For Inapector 
General, John T. Collinsworth; but not having it in my power to in­
form myself with regard to those Officers, not nominated for the 
reason that I have received no returns from the Army, and nat having 

•The journal does not show the result of the ayes and noes. 
•see note 6 above. 
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been there in person, I will hereafter inform myself with .rgard to the 
qualifications of those who present themselves, and will observe sing­
ular caution in making the temporary appointments, none of whom will 
be commissioned, but the whole number will be laid before y<,>nr Hone 
orable body at the next Session of Congress for your ratification. 

The Gentlemen nominated are either known to me as highly 
·meritorious or were recommended by the highest authority. 

Your obt servt 
Sam Houston 

The foregoing nominations were advised and consented to by the 
Senate 

On motion of Mr. Everitt, the injunction of secrecy was removed. 
as regarded the above nominations 

The subject of a treaty with certain tribes of Indians was taken up, 
and on motion of Mr. Corzine, was laid on the table, until the first 
Monday in May next. 

The following message was received from the President 

To the Hon [ orable] 
The Senate 

Gentlemen 

Executive Department 
Columbia 22 Dec. 1836." 
Columbia 22. Dec. 1836.•• 

I have the pleasure to nominate and shall be pleased to appoint 
Robert Barr Esq. for the office of Post Master General, and respect­
fully ask the concurrence' of the Senate 

Your Obt Sevt 
Sam Houston 

The above nomination was advised and consented to by the Senate 
R Scurry 

-see note 6 above. 

Secretary of the Senate 
Richard Ellis 

Pres[ident] of the Senate protem 



FIRST CONGRESS 

SECOND OR ADJOURNED SESSION 

Secret Session 
May lOth 18371 

The senate went into secret session The following communicationa 
were rec[eive]d from the President 

Gentlemen of the Senate 

Executive Department 
City of Houston lOth May 1837' 

I take pleasure in presenting to you for your constitutional ad­
vice and ratification the following appointments: 

.Albert T. Burnley and Thomas W. Gilmer as Commissioners to the 
United States to negotiate a Loan of One Million of Dollars. 

Your concurrence is respectfully solicited and your ratification will 
be highly gratifying. · 

Gentlemen of the Senate 

Sam Houston 

Executive Department 
City of Houston lOth May 18371 

I take great pleasure in submitting to your Honorable body the fol­
lowing Gentlemen for the offices specified, for your ratification, who 
have been appointed during the recess of Congress 

J. Pinckney Henderson, Secretary of State. 
WilliamS. Fisher, Secretary of War 
Peter W. Grayson, Attorney General 

Sam Houston 

Executive Department 
City of Houston lOth of May 1837.• 

Gentlemen of the Senate 
With pleasure I present to you for your constitutional advice and 

'The manuscript or the secret journal or the First Congress, Second Ses­
sion, bears the title "Journals of the Senate Secret Session." It Is a rough 
or llrst drart, covers twenty-four unnumbered folio pages, and, whlle the 
entire journal appears to be In the handwriting or the secretary, It Ia not 
algned by that omcer nor by the president pro tem. The manuscript Ia 
among the papers of the First Congress, Second Session. 

'The copy or the message here printed has been compared with and made . 
to conform to the original. 

0lbld. 
'Ibid. 
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ratification the appointment of Memucan Hunt as Minister Plenipo­
tentiary and Envoy Extraordinary to the Government of the United 
States of North America. 

Your concurrence is respectfully solicited and your ratification will 
be highly gratifying. 

Sam Houston 

Executive Department 
City of Houston lOth May 1837.' 

Gentlemen of the Senate 
With pleasure I enclose to you for your constitutional advice and 

ratification, the following appointment of Officers in the Army of 
Texas. 

Your concurrence is respectfully solicited, and your ratification 
will be highly gratifying. 

Sam Houston 

A List of Officers actnally in Service in the Army of the Republic 
of Texas• 

Brigadier Generals A. Sidney Johnston, Senior• 
Felix Huston, Junior• 

Adjutant General E. Morehouse" 
Assistant Adj 't General P. H. Bell 
Quarter Master General William H. Patton 
Quarter Masters Pinckney Caldwell 

M. H. Short 
William Lawrence 
Valentine Bennett 
Gabriel Long 

Asst Quarter Masters from the line' 
Pay Master General Jacob Snively 
Pay Masters Robert Oliver 

J. W. Scott 
Surgeon General 
Medical Director 
Surgeons 

•see note 2 above. 

A. Ewing 
Walter Fosgate 
James B. P. January 
Ezra Read 
Wm. F. H. Davidson 
Wm. M. Shepard 
A. Lynch 
Wm. G. Lewis 
Philip Borton 

'D. S. in Army Papers. Texas State Library. 
'No names were submitted for this place. 
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F . .A. Wbttaker 
T. T . .Andei"'IIn 
Lorenzo Fulton 
C. F. &aumlieo 
R. :Montgomery. 

('.ommi-ry Geoeral of Purchua .A. S. Tm-u.ton 
Commi.ary of Purchases Samu .. l Hewes 
Commiaury Geoel"lll of Subsistence D. F. Weymouth 
hlapector Geoel"lll William G. Cooke 
AaistaDt lnapeetor Genel"lll Charles De :Mol'lle 
Colonel of Engineen N. Winter Smith• 
Lit>Uteoant of Engineers Mauasseh Sevey 

ORDN.\NCE DI':PARTIIO!NT 

Geo. W. Hoekley Colonel• 

C.\VALRY 

H. W. Karnes Colonel 
Lieutenant Colonels Lysander Wells 

Juan N. Seguin 
Major J. W. Tinsley 
Captains of Cavalry John S. Hendershot 

Salvador Flores 
Manuel Flores 
.Antonio Menchaea 
Thomas Pratt 

First Lieutenants of Cavalry 
L.Demott 
.John KPatinl!' 
.John Miller 
Leander Arreola 

Second LieutenantR of Cavalry 
Robert P. Crockett 
Arthur Tbynne 
Ambrozio Rodri1n1ez 
William G. Still 

ARTILLERY 

Dugald McFarlane, Captain 
Adam Clendennin, Captain 
Finrt Lientenanta Geo W. Morgan 

M.B.Skenitt 
Second Lienteoanta Brice C. Duncan 

William 0 'Neill 
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REGULAR INFANTRY 

Colonel Amasa Turner 
Lieutenant Colonel N. Lynch 
Major R. Boyd Irvine 
Captains M. K. Snell 

R. D. McCaskey 
Lindsay Hagler 
Eugene T. Smith 
James Jevans 
Geo T. Howard 
D. S. Nelson 
John M. Clifton 
Barton Peck 
Levi P. Lockhart 
Oliver H. Peters 
James Moncur 

First Lieutenants Regular Infantry 
Samuel B. Carson 
Daniel 0. Driscoll 
William 1\f. Dunnington 
Mathew McGovan 
M.P. Woodhouse 
C. D. 0. Gilland 
Charles Stewart 
Eldrige G. Saunders 
James Berry 
John M. Hall 
Joseph Brutton 
Robt. G. Saunders 

Second Lieutenants Regular Infantry 
R. E. Sevey 
James B. Reeves 
Sam B. Mixon 
Geo W. Fulton 
Wm. L. McCutcheon 
William Redfield 
Jno. D. Jamieson 
Charles Somerville 
Lewis Richardson 
Sam W. Allen 
H. C. Craig 
George Leonard 

45 
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PERMANENT VOLUNTEERS 

Colonels J. H. D. Rodgers 
H. R. A. Wigginton 

Lieutenant Colonels 
Alonzo B. Switzer 
Benj. Y. Gilland 

Majors John Grey 
J. H. Davis 

Captains Clark L. Owen 
D. Y. Pyron 
J. B. Robertson 
John McClure 
T. Jefferson Morgan 
L. S. Peebles 
J. F. Wright 
·Andrew Neill 
Joseph Wicht 
John Holliday 
John H. Harry 
F. P. Gray 
Thomas Leftwich 
Sam W. Jordan 
J. J. M. Hall 

First Lieutenants 
James H. Chisholm 
J. J. Price 
G. B. Jones 
Robert Wilkins 
Andrew Daily 
Richard A. Abbott 
John S. Gilder 
Leonard Clark 
A. V. Faro 
James Campbell 
John Lemon 
H. M. Thompson 
Henry L. Grash 
Azel Sharp 
G. H. Haas 
Philip Young 
Daniel Murphy 
P. K. Garner 
F. Jones 
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Second Lieutenants 
C. C. Colly 

T. D. Allen 
Jesse Beason 
John R. J enning·s 
John Devme 
James Allston 
John W. Brown 
B. H. H. Butts 
Edward Smith 
Charles .A. Clark" 
Anthony Deffenbaux 
C. Butterfield 
D.~- Kyger 
Henry C. Buht 
Edward W Sargeant 
Willis Edson 
T. F. Veatch 
Samuel King 

47 

In relation to the list of officers submitted for the consideration of 
your Excellency, to prevent misconstruction on the part of the Sen­
ate to whom the same have to be submitted, I will simply state that 
the whole are now actually in service, and that no superfluous officer 
is attached to the .Army of Texas. Five of the principal officers, 
marked thus ", have already been recognized by the Senate. My 
object in placing them upon the list of nominations was that I might 
have some paper to refer to in making out an .Army Register after 
the whole 'had been recognized by the constitutional authority. .Ac­
cording to the list of officers submitted to you it will appear that 
two Lieutenant Colonels are attached to the one regiment of Cavalry 
recognized by law. In explanation of this apparent discrepancy I 
will state that in. accordance with an act of Congress, authorizing 

. your Excellency to employ such forces as might in your opinion 
prove most efficient for the defence of the frontier I have with your 
consent detailed Lieutenant Colonel Lysander Wells, from the Cav­
alry, as comman·der on the frontier from the River Guadaloupe to the 
Sabine. 

Respectfully 
Your Obedient Servant 

William S Fisher 
Secretary of War 

Which were ma:de the Order of the Day for Monday next 
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Secret Resolution 
Resolved that a committee of three be appointed to wait on the 

President and ask from him all information of an official nature 
that he may have touching the conduct of Brigadier Felix Huston. 

The committee to. consist of Messrs Everitt Horton [and] Irion 

May 15th, 1837.' 
A. message from the president, by his private secretary Mr. Rich­

ardson, was received and the senate went into secret seasion. 

May 19th 
The following communication was received from the President, 

and the Senate went into secret session 

Gentlemen of the Senate 

Executive Department 
City of Houston 19th May 1837 

I take pleasure in presenting to you the following names for Rev-
enue Officers at the different Ports of Texas -

For the Port of Galveston, Gail Borden, Collector. 
For the Port of Brazos, Jeremiah Brown, Collector. 
For the Port of Matagorda Thos Stewart Collector 
For the Port of Beaumont, or Sabine Bay R. C. Doom Collector 

his control to extend from the Gulf of the Sabine as high as Lawt 
ferry on said river. 

For the Port of Gains ferry on Sabine James Gains Oollectcw 
to include Laws ferry and all crossings of the river Sabine between 
said point and thirty second degree of North latitude on said river 

From the extent of line which will be necessarily embraeed in this 
recommendation I would respectfully suggest that in referaoe to 
the two last nominations it might be well that they sho'Q!d have 
power to appoint such deputies as shall be required for enform.g tU 
revenue laws by first refering the subject to the Secretary of TNaaw 

(Sign~) Sam BOQIItQD. 
. On motion of Mr. Everitt the nominations was taken up 
First Gail Borden Jr as Collector of Galveston Port voted as fol. 

lows 
Ayes-Messrs Pres[iden]t, Augustine, Ellis, Everitt, Hill, Hortop., 

Irion, Lester Robinson [sic], [and] Sommerville 
Noes Mr Willson. Carried 10 ayes 1 Nay 
Jeremiah Brown as Collector of the Port [of] Br8ZOB 

'Journ<Jl of t11e 8fl1Uite ot t11e lt'epublic ot 'l'ems, 1 Cong., 2 -., l'• 10. 
The message has not been found. Seeret sessions of Yll.loll notll.liille 18 IOmW1l 
were also held May 16 and 18. 
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Ayes, Messrs President Augustine Ellis Everitt Hill Horton Irion 
Lester Sommervill Willson 

Noes .Mr Robertson Carried 10 Ayes 1 Nay 
Thomas Stewart as Collector of the Port of Matagorda. 
Ayes Messrs Hill and Horton 2 
Noes Messrs President, Augustine Ellis E:veritt Irion Lester Robert-

son Sommerville and Wills[on] 9 Lost 2 Ayes and 9 Noes · 
R C Doom Collector on the Gulf up the Sabine as high as Laws 

Ferry on said river was unanimously elected 
James Gains Collector for Gaines Ferry to extend as far (as] the 

32° of North Latitude Unanimously rejected 
On motion of Mr. Everitt the injunction of secrecy was removed 
and (the] door opened 

Journal of Senate 
Saturday 20th May 1837i 

On motion of Mr. Everitt the Senate went into secret session 
and on motion of same gentleman the injunction of secrecy was 

removed and act recorded on secret journal. 

Monday May 22nd 1837 
On motion of Mr Everitt the Senate went into secret session and 

the nominations of the Pres[iden]t of the officers of the Army waa 
taken into consideration and confirmed 

P H Bell Assistant Adjutant General 
Wm H Patton Quarter Master General 
Pinckney Caldwell } 
Wm Lawrence Quarter Masters 
Gabriel Long 
'' Asst Quarter Masters for the line''' 
Jacob Snively Pay Master General 

Robt Oliver } p M t 
J. W. Scott ay as ers 

Walter Fosgate Medical Director 
Jas B P January 
Ezra Read 
Wm "J!'. H Davidson 
Wm M Shepard Surgeons 
A Irynch 
Wm G Lewis 
Phillip Borton 

•Manuscript of public journal. The secret journal makes no note or this 
session. . 

'See note 7, p. 44. 
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F A Whitaker ) 
T J Anderson 
Lorenzo Fulton .Ass[istant] Surgeons 
C F Baeumlein 
R Montgomery 
A S Thruston Commissary General of Purchases 
Saml Hewes Commissary of Purchases 
D F Weymouth Commissary General of Subsistance 
Wm G Cooke Inspector General 
Charles De Morse Ass[istant] Inspector General 
Manasseh Sevey Lieut[enant] of Engineers 
(Ordinance Department confirmed at 1st session) 

CAVALRY 

H W Karnes Col[onel] 

LJysanNderSW e~ } L [ ieutenan] t Col [ onel] s 
uan . egum 

J W Tinsley Major 
John S Hendershot 
Salvador Flores 
Antonio Menchaca 
Manuel Flores 
Thomas Pratt 
L Demott 
John Keating 
John Miller 
Leander Arreola 
Robert P Crockett 
Arthur Thynne 
.Ambrozio Rodriguez 
William G Still 

of Cavalry 

}Fimt Li"""'m" "' a • ..,. 

} ...... Li~"""'· 
ARTILLERY 

Dougald McFarlane 1 C ta" 
Adam Clendennin r ap m 

Geo W Morgan 
M. B. Skerritt 
Brice C Duncan 
William O'Neill 

} First Lieutenants 

} Second Lieutenants 
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REGULAR INFANTRY 

Amasa Turner Colonel 
N Lynch L[ieutenan]t Colonel 
R Boyd Irvin Major 
R D McCaskey 
Lindsay Hagler 
Eugene T Smith 
James J evans 
Geo T Howard 
D SNelson 
John M Clifton 
Barton Peck 
Levi P Lockhart 
Oliver H Peters 
James Moncur 
Saml B Carson 
Daniel 0 .. Driscoll 

Captains 

Wm M Dunnington 
Matthew McGovan 
W P Woodhouse 
C D 0. Gilland 
Charles Stewart 
James Berry 
John M Hall 
Joseph Brutton 
R E Sevey 
James B R;eeves 
Saml B Mixon 
Geo W Fulton 
Wm S McCutcheon 
Wm Redfield 
John D Jamieson 
Charles Somerville 
Lewis Richerdson 
Sam! W. Allen 
H C Craig 
George Leonard 

First Lieutenants R [ egular] Infantry 

Second Lieutenants R[egular] Infantry 

PERMANENT VOLUNTEERS 

H R .A. Wigginton Colonel 
Benj T Gilland Lieut[enant] Col[onel] 
John Grey }M . 
J H Davis . &Jors 

51 



52 

Clark L. Owen 
DY Pyron 

SEOBET JOURNALS OF THE SENATE 

J. B. Robertson 
John McClure 
T J e:fferson Morgan 
L S Peebles 
J F Wright 
Andrew Neill Captains 
Joseph Wicht 
John Holliday 
John H Harry 
F P Gray 
Thomas Leftwich 
Samuel W. Jordan 
JJMHall 
Jas H Chisholm 
J J Price 
G B Jones 
Robt Wilkins 
Andrew Daily 
Richd A Abbott 
John S. Gilder 
Leonard Clark 
A.VFaro 
James Campbell 
John Lemon 
H M Thompson 
Heney L Grash 
Azel Sharp 
GHHaas 
Philip Young 
Daniel Murphy 
P K Garner 
F Jones 

First Lieutenants 



C C Colly 
T D Allen 
Jesse Beason 
John R Jennings 
John Devine 
James Allston 
John W Brown 
B H H Butts 
Edward Smith 
Charles A Clark 
Anthony Deffenbaux 
C Butterfield 
D J Kyger 
Henry C Buht 
Edward W Sargeant 
Willis Edson 
T F Veatch 
Sam'! King 
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Second Lieutenanb 

List of those rejected by the Senate 

J H D Rodgers Colonel of Permanent Volunteers 
Alonzo B Switzer L[ieutenan]t Col[onel) 
l\I K Snell Capt [a in] R [ egular J Infantry 

Names of postponed for the present 

M H Short } 
Valentine Bennett Quarter Masters 

A. Ewing Surgeon General 
First Lieut [ enants] Regular Infantry postponed 

Eldridge G Saunders 
Robert G Saunders 
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Mr Everitt moved a reconsideration of the nomination [of) Gail 
Borden Jr. as Collector of the Port of Galveston which was lost 

Mr Everitt moved that the injunction of secrecy be removed. Car­
ried 

On motion of Mr Everitt the Senate adjourned until this evening 
8 OC!ock 

8 OC!ock P M May 22 
Mr Everitt moved that the Senate should go in [to) secret session. 

Carried 
The communications af. the President rec [ eive) d May lOth being 

the Order of the Day the nomination of Memican Hunt Minister Plen­
epotentiary and Envoy Extraordinary to t'he United States was read 
and on motion of Mr Everitt was laid on the table until tomorrow 

7-Lib. 
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Second The nomination [of] ,J Pinckney Henderson [as] Secretar:v 
of State was confirmed 

Third Tile nomination of Wm S Fisher as St>e•·etsry of War wu 
laid on the table until Wednesday next 

Fourth The nomination of Peter W Grayson as Attorney General 
[was] Confirmed 

The nominations of Albert T Burnlev and Thomas W Gilmer to the 
'united States as ~ommissioners to n;gociale a lone of one Million 
of dollars waa laid on the table until Wednesday next. 

The f~llowing communication from the President waa received by 
hia private secret~ry and ordered to be read. 

Executive Department 
City of Houston 22d May 1837.0 

GentlPmen of the Senate 
I take pleasure in prt>senting to you the namPs llf the following 

Gentlemen for the offices of Collectors viz. 
For the Port of Matagorda, George M Collinsworth, Collect{)r. 
For the Port of Gains' Ferry, John G. Love, Collector 
These are offered instead of Thomas Stewart and ,James Gaines, who 

were rejected by your honorable body. 
I respectfully solicit your concurrence in the above nominations 

Sam Houston 

The above waa laid on the table until tomorrow. 

Executive Department' 
City of Houston 22nd May 1837.10 

Gentlemen of the Senate 
With pleasure I present you the following names for officers of 

the Navy, viz. 
James Gardiner Hurd, Lieutenant 
James D. Boylan, Master Commandant 
I most respectfully solicit your concurrence in the above nomi­

nations. 
Sam Houston 

Laid on the table until Wednesday next 
Mr Horton moved the injunction of secrecy be removed Carried 
On motion of Mr Horton the "doors were opened 

'See note Z above . 
.. lllid. 
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Journal of the Secret Session 
Tuesday A M May 23rd 1837 

The nominations as made by the President of the Republic was 
taken up 

First The nomination of 1\Iemican Huut as Minister plenepoten­
tiary and envoy extraordinary to the United States.· 

Mr Ellis moved the nomination to lay on the table 1mtil tomorrow. 
Carried. 

Second The nomination of Geo l\1 Collinsworth as Collector of 
the Port of Matagorda was read and the Ayes and Noes being called 
was cpnfirmed. 

The Ayes and Noes towit. 
Ayes Messrs Pres[iden]t, ·Augustine, Ellis, Hill, Horton, Irion, 

Lester and Sommerville 8 
Noes Messrs Everitt, Robertson, and Willson 
Majority of 5 in favor of confirmation 
Third The nomination of John G Love as Collector of Gains 

Ferry was unanimously confirmed 
The following communication from the President was read and 

laid on the table towit: 

Gentlemen of the Senate 

Executive Department 
City of Houston 23rd May 1837 

With pleasure I submit [to] you the names of the following Gen­
tlemen for appointment in the Commissary General of Subsistance 
Department viz 

Commissaries of subsistance George Clinton Frailey and Wm Ken­
nedy Stiles 
~s[istant] Commissary of Subsistence John Doleman 
Your concurrence is respectfully requested in the above nomina­

tions. 
Sam Houston 

Laid on the table 
Mr Sommerville moved a reconsideration of the nomination of 

Martin K Snell as Capt[ain] of Regular Infantry. Carried and his 
nomination confirmed 

On motion of Mr Everitt the nomination of A B Switzer as Lieuten­
ant Colonel was reconsidered and confirmed 

On motion of Mr Everitt the nomination of .A Ewing as Surgeon 
General was taken up, and on motion of Mr Ellis was postponed 
until tomorrow 

Mr Sommervill moved the confirmation of the nomination of Eld­
ridge G Saunders and Robert G Saunders as First Lieutenants of 
Infantry which was unanimously confirmed 
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The nomination of A M Short was taken up and rejected 
Valentine Bennett as Quarter Master was taken up and the Ayea 

and Noes being called was confirmed towit 
Ayes Messrs Pres[iden]t Augustine, Horton, Irion Lester Robert-

son and Sommervill-7 
Noes Messrs. Ellis, Hill and Willson--4 
Majority of three in favor of confirmation 
Mr Everitt moved the injunction of secrecy to be removed and 

the proceedings published Carried 

Journal of Secret Session 
May 24th 1837 

On motion of Mr Everitt the Senate went into secret session 
When the nomination of l\Iemican Hunt as Minister Plenepoten­

tiary and Envoy. Extraordinary was resumed and 
By leave of the Senate Mr Eliis read a communication" from the 

Secretary of State showing cause why he Mr Hunt had received 
that appointment. 

On further leave of the Senate his nomination was postponed until 
further communication from the President 

Mr Ellis moved that the nomination of William S Fisher as Sec- · 
retary of War to be postponed until the second Monday of Novem­
ber next and to be made the order of that day Carried 

The nomination of Albert T Burnley and Thomas W Gilmer aa 
commissioners to the United States to negociate a Loan of One Million 
of Dollars, On motion of Mr Everitt was laid on the table until 
called up 

Mr Everitt moved that the. Committee on Finance be requested to 
wait on the President and solicit from him a statement of the situa­
tion of affairs, in regard to the loans authorized by Congress, etc 

The nomination of James D Boylan as Master Commandant, post. 
poned until oalled up 

The nomination of James Gardiner Hurd as Lieutenant of the 
Navy was unanimously confirmed 

The nominations of Commissaries of Subsistence towit 
George Clinton Frailey 
William Kennedy Stiles and 
Ass[istan]t Comissary of Subsistance to wit 
John Doleman 
was unanimously confirmed 

"Communication being of a private nature was not banded In to the Seo­
retary. Note by Secretary of the Senate. 
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The nomination of A Ewing- as Surg-eon General was taken np and 
llfr Horton moved that the President be requested to withdraw his 
nomination Carried 

'Thursday l\Iay 25th 1837 
A messag-e m1s received from the l'res[iclen]t relative to the ap­

pointment of l\I Htmt as Minister Pleuepotentiary and Envoy Ex­
traordinary to the U[nitecl] S[tates] was rec-onsidered and con­
firmed 

The following- is a true copy of the communication received from 
the President 

Gentlemen of the Senate 

Executive Department 
City of Houston, 25th l\fay 1831-'' 

I have the honor to reply to your communication of the 23rd 
inst [ant] touching: the appointment of the l-Ion [ orable J l\Iemucan 
Hunt as Envoy Extraorrlinar~' and l\Iinister Plenepotentiary to the 
Government of the U[nitecll States. 

When the Ron[orable] Wm_ H. Wharton was appointed as l\Iin­
ister Plenipotentim·~- to that Gowmmrnt. the I-lon[ornble] Congress 
of Texas was then in session, but the ditferent Departments of Gov­
ernment were not org-anized; and it was impossible to effect through 
him the assurances of our condition. which would be of the most 
satisfactory <:haraeter [IS to onr (•apnc:ity of srlf !..!(lYt>ruJJWnt. f3o soon 
as the Congress had adjourned and the YaJ·ions Depart mcuts of Gov­
ernment completely org-ani"cd. 

I was satisfied that it was expedient and necessary to appoint an­
other Minister and I could select no one more suitable than the one 
nominated, who had been present dnring the session of Cong-ress and 
at its adjournment and conld make the most satisfactory explana­
tions at Washington in behalf of this Government_ l\ir_ Hunt was 
sent as a coadjutor to the Ron [or able] l\Ir. Wharton and as such he 
was recognized, and as l\ir. Wharton assured the Secretary of State 
was very acceptable to him. l\Ir. Wharton in anticipation of the Re­
cogn.ition of the Independance of Texas by the U [nited] States, de­
sired that he might be allowed to return after the 4th of March last, 
alledging the condition of his private circumstances as the founda.­
tion of his desire_ The Secretary of State advised him that he had 
leave to return, and requested that he would hand over such docu­
ments touching the mission as were in his possession to 1\fr. Hunt, 
who would remain in his place until further orders. I considered 

"See note 2 above. 
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Mr. Wharton's situation would be vacated agreeably to his wishes 
so soon as he returned to Texas. 

That a Minister is necessary at Washington there can be no doubt, 
and from the state of our finances it is very desi"rable that the Min­
ister should be a Gentleman of fortune, and one whose own means 
for the present should be expended in his support. Mr. Hunt thus 
far has made no requisition in this Government for means of sup­
port. I respectfully solicit leave to recommend l\lr. Hunt to the 
Senate for his appointment. 

Sam Houston 

The nominations of Commissioners to the U[nited] States to ne­
gociate a loan of One l\Iillion of Dollars was taken up to wit 

Commissioners Albert T Burnley and Thomas W Gilmer which was 
unanimously confirmed · 

On motion of l\Ir Everitt the injunction of secrecy was removed 
and the doors opened 

May 27th, 1837. 
A message having been received from the President through his 

private secretary, 
On motion of Mr. Everitt, the senate went into secret session. 
Mr. Somervell moved that the injunction of secrecy be removed, 

and the communieation be referred to the committee on finance, 
which was carried." 

Gentlemen of the Senate 

Secret Session May 29th 1837 

Executive Department 
City of Houston 29th May 1837.14 

I take pleasure in nominating to your Honorable body, James 
Pinckney Henderson Esq. as Agent and Commissioner to the Gov­
ernment of His Britanic Majesty, near the Court of St. James and 
I most respectfully solicit your confirmation of the same. · 

Sam Houston 
[The] communication [was] laid on the table 
On motion of Mr. Sommerville the injunction of secrecy was re­

moved and the doors opened 
0 Journals ot the Senate of the Republic ot T~za.•, 1 Cong., 2 seas., p. 22. 

No note Is made ot this session In the secret journal. 
"See note 2 above. 
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Secret Session 
June 1st 1837 

On montion of l\Ir Sommerville the following comnmnieation which 
was received from the President was read t;· wit 

Gentlemen of the Senate 

Executive Department 
City of Houston 31st l\Iay 18:37" 

I have the pleasure of presenting to you the accompanying nomi­
nations for oflieers which are to compose the Regiment of l\Iounted 
Gun l\Ien for the defeuce of the frontier and respectfully request 
your concurrence in the same, as I am extremely anxious that the 
Corps should he spe<ecll0· organized and J'endercd efficient 

Sam Houston 

For Colonel Connnamiill~· ................. Joseph Bennett 
For Lieut [en ant] Colonel ..................... Alexander Horton 
For l\Iajor ................................... John G. l\IcGhee 
For Captain (County of Austin) ................... James Perry 
For First Lieutenant ......................... Hiram Thompson 
For Second Lieutenant .......................... Edward Pettus 
For Captain (Harrisburg Co[unty]) ............ John i\L Bowyer 
For First Lieutenant ................... A. B. Van Ben Thuysen 
For Second Lieutenant. ..............•............. 1\[iehael Dick 
For Captain (Kacog·doches Co[nnty]) .............. Elisha Clapp 
For First Lieutenant .................................. J. Gossett 
For Second Lieutenant ..................... Thomas J. Anthony 
For Captain (St. Augustine Co[nnty]) ............ ·- ... John Clark 
For First Lieutenant . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Goodloe 
For Second Lieutenant .......................... James Burrus 
For Captain (Red River Co[tmty]) ........... John R. Craddock 
For First Lieutenant ........................... Thomas J ouitt 
For Second Lieutenant ........................ Robert Ragsdale 
For Captain (Red River Co[nnty]) ............... John H. Dyer 
For First Lieutenant .... -'· ...................... Richard Peeters 
For Second Lieutenant .......................... James E. Hopkins 
For Captain (Milam Co[unty]) ............. James A. Wilkerson 
For First Lieutenant ............................. Schea Walker 
For Second Lieutenant .......................... Ben. F. Fitch 
For Captain (Washington Co[nnty]) ........... J. G. W. Pearson 
For First Lieutenant ........................... Milton Swisher 
For Second Lieutenant ....................... Geo. W. Robinson 

"See note 2 above. 
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For Catpain (Jasper Co[unty]) ................. Hannibal Good 
For First Lieutenant ....................... William Thomaston 
For Second Lieutenant ............................ J. M. Taylor 
For Captain (Shelby Co[unty]) ................. George English 
For First Lieutenant .......................... Claborne Walker 
For Second Lieutenant .......................... James Strickland 

Rule suspended. all concurred in except the nomination of J. G. W. 
Pearson as Capt[ain] of Washington Co[unty] Company, upon 
which the Ayes and Noes were called and stood as follows 

Ayes Messrs Pres[iden]t Everitt Hill Irion and Sommerville 5 
Noes Messrs Augustine Ellis Horton Lester Robinson [sic] and 

Willson 6 
The nomin'!-tion of James D Boylan as Master Commandant in the 

Navy was taken up and rejected, 
and the following communication from the .President was read 

A Joint Resolution authorizing the Presiaent to perform certain acts 
for the benefit of Texan Prisoners." 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the Re­
public of Texas in Congress assembled, That the President be in­
structed to send the armed vessels Brutus and Invincible, with a flag 
of truce, to the Brazos Santiago, to treat with the Mexican authorities 
for the release of the crews and passengers of the Texas schooners 
Independence and Julius Caesar, lately captured by the Mexican 
cruisers; and any other Texan citizens who may be prisoners: And 
on failure to procure their release, the commandants of said vessels 
be authorized ~o take such steps to effect their object, as in their 
opinion circumstances may justify. 

B. T. Archer Spkr. of H. of R. 
Jesse Grimes Prest Protem of the Senate 

\. 

- -·-,, Executive Department 
City of Houston 31st May 1837 

To the Senate and House of Representatives of Texas 
Gentlemen 

Your resolution received on the 29th inst[ant] instructing the 
President to send the Armed Schooners Brutus and Invincible to the 
Brazos Santiago has been received with some surprise and regret 

After giving it all the consideration due both to the importance of 
the measure and the dignity of the body from which it eminated I 

"The Secret Journals have no copy of this Joint Resolution; It has been 
copied from the enrolled bill that was vetoed by the President. The substl· 
tute adopted by Congress Is printed In Gammel, Lawa ot Tea:aa, I 1329-1330. 
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regret that I am compelled to withhold my sanction and the more 
so as it contemplates an object in which the deepest feelings of my 
heart are concerned 

But having been cntruste<l by my country with the exercise vested 
by the Constitution in the Executive Department of this Govern­
ment, I feel myself constrained to adopt the views respectfully sub­
mitted to you and in so doing I will endeavor briefly to give you 
the reasons for my course 

As a naked question of ordinary prudence it would be a most 
hazardous step, after the enemy have already in their possession one 
of our Armed Vessels, to send the other two without even knowing 
the force they have on the Gulf or the course they will pursue in 
regard to our flag. 

If they are disposed to receive a flag and treat for an exchange of 
prisoners a flag sent by a neutral or unarmed Vessel would answer all. 
the purposes of two Armed Vessels of War, and should the enemy 
be disposed to disregard the rules of civilized warfare, would we not 
hazard too much to place in their hands the remnant of a Navy al­
ready too weak to defend our coast in the Gulf and only sufficient to 
protect our Bays. From all the information I have been able to ob­
tain, I have every reason to believe, that Mexico has a Navy that 
would greatly overpower our Ships of War should they be 
sent as proposed. The consequence of this would be to give them 
the entire command of the Gulf and permit the most insignificant 
armed vessel they might send, not only to annoy our coast, but en­
tirely to cut off our trade in the Ocean. The Consequences of which 
must be manifestly ruinous 

But there is another objection to this part of the resolution that 
I think must have escaped Congress in their laudable zeal to liber­
ate their Countrymen. The resolution directs that these vessels shall 
be sent· to treat for the release of the crews and passengers of the 
Texian Schooners Independance and Julius Ceasar [sic] 

From all the information in the possession of the Executive the 
Julius Ceasar is an Armed Vessel sailing under United States colors 
and for all we know such is the rational and legal presumption, her 
crew if not many of her passengers are Citizens of the United States 

Would it not be justly considered a bold presumption of power by 
Mexico as well as the civilized world, as far as [for llS ?] to under­
take the recovery of property or prisoners improperly captured un­
der the flag of the United States 

It seems to me with all deference to your honorable body that this 
branch of the resolution could not have received the consideration 
due to its importance 
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Another serious objection which I entertain to this resolution and 
one which I trust Congress will gravely consider, is what I regard 
a dangerous infringement of Executive rights The Framers of the 
Constitution taking for their guide the constitution of the United 
States divided the Government into three Departments Executive, 
Legislative, and Judicial. To the Legislative was entrusted the 
power of legislation and neither of the others can legislate or pass 
any law however necessary for the public good or repeal one how­
ever obnoxious. Does it not then follow equally clear that the leg~ 
ishitive has no right to direct by resolution or otherwise how a judge 
shall determine a legal question or construe a Law in force If so the 
Judiciary would be useless, and that branch of our Government soan 
be merged in the Legislative. 

Then is it not equally clear that the powers entrusted by the con­
stitution to the executive are equally necessary and sacred and 
among these powers it will not be denied that of Commander of the 
Army and· Navy are expressly confered. Then would it not be as 
great an assumption of power for the legislature to take from the ex­
ecutive who is charged with the duty of executing the laws a portion 
of power vestea in him by the constitution for that purpose, as it 
'would be for the President to direct the legislature what laws they 
should pass and, an assumption of the latter kind on [the] part of 
the executive I am sure would deserve but little countenance from· 
your honorably body 

Then it does not clearly appear that the three branches of Gov­
ernment are sovereign within their sphere, and that neither has a 
right to control! any of the functions assigned to the other by the 
Constitition. It is a proper knowledge and observance of these pow­
ers that has made the United States of America so great, free, pros­
perous and happy To the want of that knowledge and a just re-

. gard of it Mexico owes her depression and has always been.a prey 
to faction and internal commotions. Let us be careful not to fol­
low those abuses in the comm~ncement of our politit•al [ ?] course 
that impelled us to the hazardous but necessary step of separating 
ourselves from the government of our adoption Should we do so 
well might the world say the gallant ha~·e bled in vain and the 
victories of Goliad, Conseption, San Antonio and San Jacinto would 
only serve to show that tho[ugh] we had the Valor to conquer we 
had not the Wisdom and Virtue to enjoy rational and civil libwt11 

The latter clause of the resolution takes from the executive the 
power which is given him by the Constitution to command the .Army 
and Navy in as much as he il! instructed to vest the commandants of 
the said vessels with discretionary power to "take such steps to ef­
fect their object as in their opinion circumstances may justify" iD 
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the event of the refusal of the l\Iexican authorities to comply with 
their pro]Josition, because it may be that the executive who is re­
sponsible would not be willing: to trust the commantlants with dis­
eretionarJ· powers that he might deem it proper as tlu: Commander in 
Chief of the Navy to give special instructions to guitle the command­
ing officers in their actions in the event of a refusal of the Mexican 
authorities to treat for the release of the prisoners taken on board 
of the Independanee and Julin, Ceasar. 

On the ground of polic>· and the safety of our fellow citizens who 
are prisoners I am opposed to sending a flag of truce 011 an Armed 
Vessel or Vessels to the port of Brazos ~antiago I am satisfieJ 
that a flag from an armed vessel would not be received, and our force 
would not be such as to coerce and [any ?l demand which might b~ 
made in behalf of our prisoners. No ma11 on earth feels more so­
licitude for their release and reotoration than myself; but I must 
confess that if the course suggested is pursued, I apprehend the 
most disastrOUS COnsequences \Yill result tO them 

I do really believe that the appearance of our armed vessels in their 
port would so excite and influence the population in l\Ietamoras, that 
under the impulse of ignorance and phrcnzy they 1rould massacre 
our friends and most probably eYery l\orth American m the city If 
this were not the case I have no doubt but \\·hat our friends 11·ould 
be sent to the interior of the conntry innnetliately, or the rigor of 
their confinement greatly increased. 

If a neutral vessel were sent with a flag- th~ authnrities \Yould be 
compelled to respect it and if they would reeei ve a flag from Texas 
it could be ascertained without jeopardizing the safety of the indi­
vidual who bore it, or jeopardizing the only resource of defence of 
our coast by placing our vessels in the power of a vastly superior 
·naval force. For I have been assured that the Urea has been re­
leased at Pensccola and todaJ· I am advised that our Naval Com­
manders off Galveston believe she is a cruising off that port 

I have suggested these reflections and facts for the consideration 
of your honorable body in a spirit of kindness, franlmess and cor­
diality in which I feel confident I shall be met by both Houses and 
I will conrlude with the expression of my sincere desire that the dif­
ferent Departments of our Infant Republic may act with that spirit 
of wisdom patriotism fortitude charity and forbearance which en­
sure the perpetuity of our Infant Country and the happiness and 
prosperity of unborn millions 

Sam Houston 
On motion of l\fr. Sommerville the injunction of secrecy was re­

moved and [the] doors opened 
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June 1st 1837" 
A message was rt'l.'ei\...J froru tlw l•r,.,.i,lt·ut throu~h his prinlte-­

retary :Mr. Hichartlson, anti 
On motion of ~lr. Irion, th,• senate Wt'nt into sct·ret session. 

Gentlemen of the ~rnnte 

Ext'euti,·e Depnrtm~nt 
City of llutL<!on 7 June 183711 

I take plea•ure in nominatin::t General GN>r::tc S. ~!dntosh a' Sec­
retary of Lc~ation to the linn. ,J. Pinc-knr•)' llentlt•r<nn our Agent and 
~linistcr to the Courts ,,f St. ,Janw< anJ St. Clou.l. nnd solicit the 
eoncurrenee of your llonorahle ho<ly. 

Sam llouston 

Exceuttn- Departm~t 

City of Houston 7 June 1837'1 

Uentlcmen of the St'unte 
I take pleasure iu norninatin!! .Ashlwl Smith ~!. D. ns Surgeon Gen­

eral of the Army of Texas, nnd your concurrence is respectfully 
solicited. 

Snm Houston 

7th June 1837" 
On motion the senate went into seerrt s<·ssion. 
The nomination of the lion. G<·n [era]! Gco S lllelntosh as Sec-

retary of Le::tation to the Court of St Jnrnes 
the rules [were J suspend<·J and he was July elected 
Ashbcll Smith as Sur:;reon General 
Ant! the doors were opened 

l!:lr Everitt introduced the following rl'solution 

Secret Resolution 

Secret Session 
June Sth 1837 

Resolved by the Sennte and Il[ouse of] Rep[resentatives] of the 
Republic of Texas in Congress assembled thnt the Commissioners for 

"Journal• of t~e Senate of t~e Rrpu1Jlic of Terru, 1 Cong., 2 ....... p. 30. 
The &E"CrE"t journal mnkf:'S no note or this session. Secret sesslona were alao 
held on June 5th. and no minute of them has been found.-Ibid., pp. 37, 38. 

"The secret journal has no cop)' of this message; It bas, therefore, heeD 
supplied from the original. 

"Ibid. 
"The journal for this day was copied from a portloD of the lll&llucrlpt or 

the publtc journal, marked "Secret Session." 
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the Five llfillion Loan authorized by an Act passed last session of 
congress be and are hereby empowered to receive upon said loan 
Notes of the Bank of the U [nited] States or Notes of any other 
Banks in the United States which they in their discretion may deem 
solvent even though such Banks may have suspended specie payments 
and may yet continue to suspend them. Anything in the Act author­
izing the loan to the contrary notwithstanding 

Read first time in the Senate 
on motion of l\Ir E.-eritt [the rule] was suspended 
resolution read second and third time and passed 
The Senate was informed by the Chief Clerk of the House that 

the House had passed the following Joint Resolution 

Joint Resolution Authorizing etc 

Be it resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
Republic of Texas, T11at the President be and he is hereby authorized 
to empower Brig[adie]r Gen[era]l Felix Huston to raise One 
Thousand men rank and file for the purpose of carrying on an of­
fensive war against l\fexico; said men to l>e raised from soldiers and 
officers who may be on furlough and such citizens and other persons 
as may voluntarily offer their services. 

Be it further resolved that all officers and soldiers engaged in the 
contemplated expedition shall be organized according to the Laws 
of Organization of Volunteer Companies except that all ofiicers who 
are not now in commission over the rank of Captain s·hal! be ap­
pointed by the President and the whole shall be subject to the rules 
and regulations of war for the Republic 

Be it further resolved, that the Commanding General of the expe­
dition may have power to summon forthwith Court l\fartials, and 
approve sentences of death and carry the same into immediate exe­
cution.21 

Be it further resolved that any soldier or officer who shall he guilty 
of unlicensed plunder contrary to orders shall suffer death or such 
other punishment as a court martial may adjudge 

Be it further resolved, that court martials on the contemplated ex­
pedition may consist of five commissioned officers none of whom 
shall be below the rank of Captain. 

Be it further resolved that Gen[era]I Felix Huston may with the 
permission of the President employ the forces to be raised under this 
resolution with such transports as he can obtain in the invasion of 
Mexico 

11This section does not appear in the Secret Journals; it was copied from 
the original MS. bill in Pap•rs of First Congress, Second Session. 
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Be it further resolved that the officers and soldiers engaged in thia 
expedition may be discharged at such times as the Com[mandin]g 
General directs but shall if he reauires serve the term of six months 
from the date of their enrollment but no such discharge shall re­
lease those who are on furlough from their prior engagement 

Be it further resolved that the proceeds of the expedition accord­
ing to the rules of civilized warfare may be paid by the Com[mand­
in]g Gen[era]l according to such contracts as he may make for 
transportation, arms, ammunition, provisions etc etc and to the ·of­
ficers and soldiers under regulations to be adopted by him provided 
however one tenth of all such proceeds shall be reserved and paid 
over into the treasury of Texas 

Be it further resolved that the officers and soldiers engaged in thia 
expedition except those on furlough shall receive the same remuner­
ations as is allowed by law to soldiers now in service according 
to the time they serve and that all armed vessels and all arms taken 
shall belong exclusively to the Republic of Texas · 

Read first time in Senate June 8th 1837 

Journal of Secret Session 
June lOth 1837 

On motion of Mr Everitt the following communication from his 
Excellency the President to wit 

Gentlemen of the Senate 

Executive Department 
City of Houston lOth June 1837.11 

I take pleasure in nominating Colonel James C. Allen, as Judge 
Advocate General, of the Army of Texas, also Major Thomas J. 
Morgan as Brigade Inspector of the Army. 

I very respectfully request your concurrence in these nominatioiiii 
as the appointments have issued some time since, and the Gentle­
men have been in the discharge of their duties. 

From the confusion produced by the removal of papers from 
Columbia to this place they were overlooked in the general nomina­
tions. I hope your honorable body will permit them to take rank 
from the date of their appointments 

Sam Hanston 
passed its third reading. 22 

Mr Everitt then moved that the resolution autliori~g the carrying 

"Bee note 2 above. 
"There Is nothing In the context to show what pallled to Its third readlq. 
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on an offensive war be taken up Motion carried. .An"d the res~ 
lution was read a second time. 

and the doors were opened?' 

23Here ends the manuscript journal of the First Congress, second session. 
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Roll of SenatorS 

Henry W. Augustine,' }' D" . f S A . John A. Greer,' for the Istrict o an ugustme. 

George W. Barnett, for the District of Washington. 
Isaac W. Burton, for the District of Nacogdoches. 
John Dunn, for the District of Goliad, Refugio and San Patricio. 
Richard Ellis, for the District of Red River. 
Stephen H. Everitt, for the District of Jasper and Jefferson. 
Alexander C. Horton, for the District of Matagorda, Jackson and 

Victoria. 
James S. Lester, for the District of Mina and Gonzales. 
Emory Rains, for the District of Shelby and Sabine. 
Sterling C. Robertson, for the District of Milam. 
Thomas J. Geen,• l f h . . B 
Juan N. Seguin, • r or t e D1str1ct of exar. 

Alexander Somervell, foi· the District or" Colorado and Austin. 
William H. Wharton,• }f h D" . f B . 
·William J. Russell,• or t e Istrict o razor1a. 

Robert Wilson, for the District of Harrisburg and Liberty. 

Officers of the Senate 

Mirabeau B. Lamar, Vice-President. 
Stephen H. Everitt, President pro tern. 
Arthur Robertson, Secretary during called and regular sessions. 
Manasseh Sevey, Assisant Secretary during called and regular ses-

sions. 
William Fairfax Gray, Secretary during adjourned session. 

•H. W. Augustine reslgued November 24, 1837; he was succeeded by J'oha 
A. Greer, who took his seat at the opening of the adjourned session. 

'The seat of the senator from Bexar was declared vacant October 20, 1837; 
the election of Juan N. Seguin as senator from Bexar was reported to the 
senate December 5, 1837. 

"W. J. Russell succeeded W. H. Wharton, reslgued, and tl>Ok his aeet at 
the opening of the adjourned session. 
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FIRST OR CALLED SESSION 

Secret Journal of the Senate 
Extra Session 

Sep. 29th 18:37' 
On motion of Mr Green the Senate went into secret session. 
Mr. Green stated that he had been secretly instructed by Cong-ress, 

when in session at Columbia, to offer the co=and of the Texian 
Army to Gov [ ernor] Hamilton of S [ outh] Carolina', and he moved 
the injunction of secrecy respecting the same be removed, but on some 
remarks being made by the President of the Senate, he withdrew the 
motion 

Mr Burton introducd a Resolution authorizing and instructing the 
President of the Senate to address a cornmunieation to the Vice Presi­
dent of the Republic recalling him to fulfill his constitutional duties, 
which was 1tnanirnously adopted. 

The doors were then opened. 

Secret Session 
Sep 30th 1837 

The President pro. tern. of the Senate submitted his communica­
tion to the Vice President of the Republic written in accordance with 
the resolution passed in Secret Session Sep 29th 1837. which, together 
wjth the communication, is subjoined. 

Houston 29th Sep. 1837 

Secret Resolution 

:Resolved, by the Senate of the Republic of ,Texas, That the ab­
sence of our Vice President at tills particular crisis is particularly 
detrimental to the Public interest, because that in the first place, by 
the unforeseen hand of Providence, the the Chief Magistracy of 
this Republic may devolve upon him, and secondly from the limited 
ntQD.ber of Senators, it is extremely inconvenient to this body to 
Q&re one of its members to perform the duties of Vice President. 

'ne secret journal of the called session of the second congress follows 
lminedlately that of the second session of the first congress; it is in the 
~d'wrltlng of Manasseh Sevey, Assistant Secretary of the Senate. It em­
bl!.--_ ten unnumbered folio pages, and is signed at the end by the presiding 
o _ r. 

c .. ee No. 1 of Appendix for Joint Resolution on this subject. 



72 SEciU.• Jut·a:s.\LS u.- THE SE."ATE 

Resolved, therefore, that the President pro. tern. of the Senate is 
hereby authorized and r<'<Juested to addrt>ss a letter to the Vice Presi­
dent re<JUE'Sting and enjoinint,: the immt>diate return to the di~harge 
of his constitutional duties. 

l\1. B. Lamar Yice President of the Hepublic of Texas 
Sir 

As will be seen by the ac<·ompany ing resolution, I am instructed 
by the Senate, as its presidin::r offi<·er in your absence, to invite your 
immediate return to the Hepublit•. 

The approach of the season when movements by our national 
enemy may be looked for, the opening of the land office for the dis­
tribution of the public domain, which it is presumed will aoon take 
place, and the protracted illness of his Ex<•ellency tht• President, pre­
sents a crisis in our affairs that devolves unusual responsibility on 
our Government. The safety of the country requires her leaders to 
take t bei r posts. 

Your presPnec is wanted in her Councils, your nrms may be needed 
for her defence. 

The active and devoted patriotism whit•h bas heretofore distin­
guished your services in the cause of our adopted country, forbid Ul 

to doubt that this call will be answered by your speedy return. 
Suffer me to add my own most earnest personal wishes for your 
prompt l'Oinplianee with tht> wish exprt•sspd in the resolution as alao• 
the assurance of my most distinguished consideration. 

The doors were then opened. 

(Signed) S. H. Everiti 
PresidPnt pro. tem. of the Senate. 

Oct. 4th 1837 
On motion of Mr Wharton The Senate went into secret sessiCIIII 

&nd 
An order was issued to the Serg(ean]t at Arms to detain Capt.. 

J. D. Boylan of the Xavy in town until further orders. 
The doors were then opened 

Secret Journal 
7 Oet 

A communication' was rec[eivt]d from the Pres[iden]t and tlla 
Senate went into secret session on the subject of the Message in ~ 

"Tile communication baa not been found 
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lation to the reinstatement of S Rhodes Fisher to the Office of 
Sec[retar]y of Navy 

A resolution was offered by Mr Wharton and read 
he then moved to suspend the rules to read it second time 
Mr Augustine called for the Ayes and Noes 
Ayes Mr President Augustine Barnett Burton Green Lester 

Raines Robertson Wharton 9 
Noes Wilson 1 
Motion lost for suspension of rules 
On motion the injunction of secrecy .was removed 
Mr Wharton who voted in the majority moved a reconsideration 

of the vote removing the injunction of secrecy. 
The Ayes and Noes were called 
Ayes Mr President Augustine Barnett Burton Robertson Wilson 6 
Noes Green Lester Raines Wharton 4 
The injunction was removed and the doors were opened. 

Oct 11th 1837 
Qp motion of .Mr Wharton the Senate went into secret session 
On motion of l\1r Rains the reading of the secret journals was 

suspended. 
Mr Wharton offered a substitute for the Resolution introduced 

on Saturday, directing the President to reinstate the Hon [or able] 
S. R. _Fisher which was received, read and adopted. Mr Wilson 
entering his protest against the same. 

Resolved1 that a committee of two be appointed to wajt on his Ex­
cellency and inform him that his message of the 6th Instant in re­

.gard to the reinstation of the Secretary of the.Navy is deemed by the 
:Senate disrespectful, dictatorial and evincive of a disposition on the 
!Part of the Executive to annihilate those co-ordinate powers con­
' £erred upon the senate by the constitution in all cases of the appoint­
tment or removal of Cabinet Officers. The welfare of the country and 
lthe respeot due to the chief MagiEtrate greatly disnose the senate 
tto act in concert ~d harmony with him, but the oath which [they 
ihave] taken to support the constitution imperatively bind them to 
rprevent their legitimate powers from being infringed by any other 
department of the Government. They deem the message of his Ex­

' oellency referred to as an attempt at such infringement and therefore 
·r~ject and return it with an earnest reiteration of their resolution 
• l'$1Uesting the rein station of the Seer [ etar] y of the Navy or a pre­
·~tation of the charges which induced his suspension from office. 

;'The S.ecret Journals have no copy of this resolution; it has, therefore, 
lbeJm copied from the original MS. in Papers of the 2d Cong., 1st Sess. 
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The senate do nul ,],•ny in toto the po11~er of the Executive to sutl 
pend a Cabinet Ottiee, but thvy •·ow<'in· that such suspension ougll\ 
only to he made uml<'r wry extra<mlinary •·ircumstanees and thell 
tha.t jnsti•·e to the Jwli1·idual and resp<·<·t fur the co-ordinate powez~ 
of tlw senate 1mnltl justif,,- and ind<·<•d require an immediate convoca. 
tion of that Lu,ly 1 hal the suspension might be concurred in or .... 

jected 
.\Ir l'residelll of the Cicnalc al!l! ~lr Jlnrlun were appointed a cour. 

mittee to wait <•ll his Exeelleucy [thv !'resident] with the same. 
On nwti()ll of ::\Jr. "·il~ou, the• i11julldiuu of Sl'<'fl~l'Y was removed. 
The doors Wt'l'l.' then opt•ned. 

Oet 12th 1837 
The srnatf' \Yent in1 n :-.r(·n·t sPsswiL 

The !'resident of th•• Svnate. l'hainnan of the CommittPe ap. 
pointed to wait on his Exee!I,·II<')' the President with the Resoluti011 
respectinP" the Sec iretar lo· of tl1<· "'"·y. Jllaclc a Ycrbal report. giviuc 
a sketch of his eon\'crsatiun 11·ith his Exc,•lkncy respecting the SUI­

pension of I!un[ural<le l S. H Fisht•r and other officers from theil 
duties. 

The doors '\\ere thPn opelH"(l. 

The SPnatc• ""t•Jll into StTrl't Sl'SSitlll <l!.!ain for the purpose of heu.l 
ing the Hqwrt of lllr Ilmton. ('hairm:m of [the] Committee 011 
Indian atl'airs [ ~lessrs. Burton,\ ;I'<"<' II and Hoi.Jertson], which was rellil 
and laid on the table · ~ 

Committee Room, 12th Oct 18371 

1\Ir. !'resident, 
The Standing Commi!t<'e on Indian Affairs beg leave to report 

That they have had the suhje<'l mHkr r·onsideration and that in itl 
innstigations they have fount! it one of vast importance to the ~ 
puhliek comprising a eo111plic:ilion of conflicting interests, and 0111 
which necessaril~· fol'C<'s within the observation of your committal 
those l'ublie Acts had in reference to the Indians within the bordea 
of this Hepuhlick. 

Your Committee have thought proper to Ia~· before the Honorabll 
SPnate as correct a list of the different tribes with theiT fo~! 
habits, localit~·, interests, origin. and probable feelings in referellll 
to this Gov[ernmen]t as the limited means of information in IJ08111o, 

'A. D. 8. in Indian Affairs. Texas State Library. 
. i 
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sion of your committee will allow. And they frankly admit that 
much of this information is derivable from indiviclual information; 
no official information having been furnished your committee through 
any of the departments of this Gov[ernmenjt othe1· than the docu­
ments herewith submitted. 

South of the San .. \ntonio road in the counties of l\acogdoches and 
Liberty live the Coochattees Alabamas Balu.xies and Muscogees th~ 
three former of about 50 and the latter of about three years resi­
dence in T~""' all originally from the "Creek Cotmtry" of the 
U[nited) S[tate,]. They speak a similar tlialect are about 150 war­
riors in number, mostly hunters of pacific feelings towards the 
Gov[ermen]t of this Republick and having very limited if any pre­
tentions to Territory. These indians have no communication with 
the tribes of the Prairies whom they dread and with "'hom they 
have been at variance. 

The Huawnies and Choctaws live in the counties of Nacogdoches 
and Shelby on the waters of the Attoyaque and Patroon. They are 
of the old Choctaw nation have resided in Texas about ten years are 
of pacific feelings, are about forty in number and have no preten­
tious to soil among them are a few Chicka,aws, of similar character. 

The Caddoes, Ionis, Anadacoes, and Abadaches among whom are 
dispersed the Ayish and Xacof(doches Indians speak a similar lan­
guage are descended from the old Caddo Nation and with the ex­
ception of the Caddoes are natives of the country. They all under­
stand and speak the Castilian Language. They are about 225 in 
aumber and previous to their late hostilities lived in the cotmty of 
Nacogdoches. Some have returned to their old homes but most of 
them are still with their squaws and children on the Prairies united 
with the hostile tribes that dwell there; about one-half of these In­
dians are good marksmen all of them hunt for a living and are on in­
timate terms with all the tribes· of the prairies. They are thought 
to be the greatest rogues and the most treacherous Indians on our 
frontier. 

The Keechis, Tywoccanies, Wakkos and Towiash or Pawnies are 
Indians of the Prairies. Hunt altogether for a living, travel alto­
gether on horseback armed mostly with bow and lance. What fire 
arms they have are smooth bores or traders guns of little value and sel­
dom used. They rove from place to place, move with great celerity, and 
are but little dependent on civilized man for necessary articles. They 
are now at war with this Republick. Their number is about 500 war­
riors, despicable soldiers but formidable rogues, and for five years 
past have greatly annoyed our frontier during which time they have 
occasionally found opportunities to commit most horrible outrages 
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and to carry off children and females as prisoners. The latter of 
wbom your committee are justified in saying are forced to subserve 
to purposes that any beings other than fiends would blush to t:hink 
of. 

These Indians reside mostly on the headwaters of the Trinity, 
Brassos and Colorado, and are on good terms with both the Co­
manches and the Northern Indians living within the limits of Te:ua. 

Of the Comanches your Committee know but little, they are how­
ever the natural enemies of the Mexicans whom they contemptuously 
denominate their stock keepers and out of which nation they procure 
slaves. They are roving indians, live on game, and have many 
horses. Their arms are the bow and lance. Your Committee have 
not any evidence of hostile feelings on the part of these Indians to­
wards the people of this Republick and do not entertain·& doubt but 
that a treaty of amity between this Gov[ernment] and those Indians 
might be effected if prudent and energetic measures were adopted 
for that purpose by the Executive and Congress of this Republick. 

The people called JJipans, Karankways, and Tonkaways your 
Committee consider as part of the Mexican Nation and no longer to 
be considered as a different people from that nation. They occupy 
the western part of Texas. ' 

Those tribes usually denominated Northern Indians are the Kick­
apoos, Shawnees, Delawares, Potawatames, and Menominis. They re­
side in the county of Nacogdoches and are hunters with a few excep­
tions among the Delawares and Shawnees, all are excellent hunten' 
and marksmen well armed about 500 in number and roam the Prai­
ries in perfect confidence. ,They are of about eight years residence in 
Texas are friendly to the whites and have but slight pretensions 
to soil, making almost their sole subsistence by the chase, some of 
them have occasionally fought the Comanches but are all now at 
peace. 

The Cherokees whom your committee have chosen to mention last 
because intimately connected with important subjects to be discussed 
in this Report live also in the county of Nacogdoches on the waters 
of the Angeline, Neches, and Sabine rivers; they are about 220 in 
number, are farmers and hunters, raise stock, have some domestic 
manufactures, and read and write their own language. Their war 
chief is called Bowles their civil chief is called Big Muslr. 

They are a branch of the old nation of that name which they left 
some forty or fifty years since settling first on the St Francia after­
warda on the Arkansas river and finally about fifteen years ainee ·in 
Texas. They are good riflemen and have elevated views of their own 
importance md claims. They also appear desirous of taking the lead 
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and forming an union of the different tribes in Texas. They trade 
with and are now in continual communication with the Prairie In­
dians with whom until the connnencement of our revolution they were 
at war. 

These Cherokees in the event of war would feel the horrors of in­
vasion in a Llegree very nearly equal to the whites as their squaws 
and children never leave their farms, which is also the case with a few 
Delawares and Shawnees. They would have no strongholds, no in­
terminable thickets, or swamps, to retire to, but would be forced to 
give battle or tly to the prairies. 

In forming their Report to your honorable body on this subject 
your connnittee deem that it is their duty to elucidate as nearly as 
possible the nature of the claims of these different tribes of Indians 
on the Republick or soil of Texas; and in making up their report 
your committee have been guided by a sincere and anxious wish to 
recommend that course of policy that will redound to the honor and 
safety of our country as well as the securing to the Indians their just 
claims. Your committee Hre of opinion that their actual vested 1·ight.~ 
which the different tribes of Indians now within our limits were in­
vested with by the l\Iexican Gov [ ernmen] t previous to our declara­
tion of Independence and which they have not subsequently forfeited 
by overt acts against the peace of this Republick should be held. 
sacred and inviolable. 

But your committee have not upon the most mature considera­
tion and the most assiduous enquiry been able to ascertain that a 
vested right of any kind had accrued to or been attained by any 
tribe or tribes of Indians, other than the prima facia rights of occu­
pancy tp those tribes natives of the country before mentioned. 

Your committee preparatory to investigating the Treaty concluded 
with the Cherokee Chiefs by Sam Houston and Jno. Forbes on the 
23rd day of February. 1836, have bad under consideration the 
Declaration of the Consultation, dated 13th November. 1835, and 
which Declaration' is submitted with this report. 

Your committee Hftrr mature reflection are of opinion that the 
p-remises assumed in that declaration· are false and that acknowl~ 
ed[ged] rights when based on false premises are of no effect and 
void, which your eommittee conceive to be the case in this instance. 
There has been no evidence presented to us, nor do we know of any, 
showing that such a community exists as that recognized by the afore­
said Declaration (under the title of "Associate Bands") or that the 
rights therein mentioned ever did exist or were ever granted. On the 
contrary there is before your committee n{)torious evidence that part 

'The Declaration Is printed in the Journals of the Consultation, pp. 52·53. 
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at least of the tribes enumerated in that list of which the Cherokees 
are represented as "Head Chiefs" "Elder Brothers" etc. have been 
the most savage and ruthless of our frontier enemies ever since and 
even at the very date of the signing of this Treaty. 

It is also 1wtoriuus that no part of said tribes have been our friends 
in war. 

Again your committee find upon inspection of said Declaration and 
the treaty formed under it, that the territory therein mentioned 
forms part of the soil g-ranted to David G. Burnet Esq for the pur­
poses of colonization and \vhich colony was filled or nearly so prior 
to this Declaration. Many of the titles being completed and others 
commPnced and now in progress. 

Your committee are satisfied that the grant of this territory to 
David G. Burnet Esq for the purpose of colomzation and"that many 
years after the sdtlement of those Indians on the soil, should be 
taken a~ conclusive nideuee that no obligation was created by grant 
promise or otherwise whit·b that nation considered binding in favor 
of either of the Cherokees or this community of "AssoCiate Bands" to 
be represented by the "Head Chiefs" "Elder Brothers" ete of the 
Cherokee nation. 

Your committee reflecting that the people of Texas were at the 
time of this Declaration acknowledged citizens of Mexico are utterly 
at a loss to conceive on what principles of legislation the act wu 
passed, or rather they are of opinion that said act was 8.n unwar­
rantable assumption of authority which was in no way obligatory on 
the Mexican Gov[ernmen]t at that time nor on this Gov[ernmen]t now. 

Your committee are informed by Documents A and B•, herewith 
submitted, that a treaty has lately been concluded betw~ the 
Anadaco and Ionie Tribes of Indians and T. J. Rusk and. lr. H. 
Douglass on the part of this Republick. , 

Your committee also learn by the submitted copy of instl'Uetiona 
to Jesse Watkins that a treaty is at this time negociating between 
the Keechi Wakko Towiash and Tywocani tribes or a part of them and 
this Republick. 

Your committee on a review of the different bearings of this im­
portant subject beg leave to offer the following resolutions 

Resolved by the Senate of the Republic of Texas tbat they dis­
approve of and utterly refuse to ratify the Treaty or any artickles 
thereof concluded by Sam Houston and Jno. Forbes on the 23rd 
day of February, 1836, between the Provisional Gov[emmen]t of 
Texas of the one part, and the "Head Chiefs" Head men and War-

'Doeuments A and B have not been fonnd. 
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riors of the Cherokees on the other part. Inasmuch as that said 
treaty was based on premises that did not exist and that the opera­
tion of it would not only be detrimental to the interests of the Re­
publick hut would also he a violation of the vested rights of many 
citizens. 

Resolved that the Senate advise and consent to ratification of a 
treaty entered into between T. J. Rusk and K. H. Douglass on the 
part of the Republick of 'l'exas and the Chiefs of the loni and Ana­
daco tribes of Indians on the 21st day of Augu~t 1837. 

Resolved that the President of the Republick be authorized and 
advised to appoint a commissioner or commissioners and furnish them 
with instructions, such as he may deem most expedient to bring about 
friendly relations between the Comanches and this Republick; Pro­
vided that no fee simple right of soil be acknowledged by this Gov­
[ernmen]t in favor of those Indians. 

Resolved that should the Treaty, in course of negotiation by Jesse 
Watkins be perfected, the Senate deem that it "ould be advisable to 
establish not less than three block houses on the northern and west­
ern frontier for the purpose of protecting trading houses to be con­
ducted under proper legal regulations and restrictions. 

Resolved that the Senate consider the Northern tribes of Indians 
resident in this Republick as properly under the ~uperintendence 

and direction of the Gov[ernmen]t of the U[nited] S[tates] of 
America. And that they recommend the most urgent remonstrances 
to the U[nited] S[tates] Gov[ernmen]t on that subject. 

I. W. Burton, Chairman .. 

Nacogdoches 14th Sept 183710 

To Jesse Watkins Esq 
• Sir You will proceed to the Prairies to meet the Head Men of the 

Keechey Caddo Towaconeys and Ioni Tribes of Indians taking with 
"you as an interprtter Lewis Sanchez you will first listen to any talk 
they may desire to hold with you and then inform them that we are 
disposed to be at peace with all our Red Brethren that we are ·disposed 
to break our long knives and liury our Tomahawks with them and 
to open a wide road between the house of the Red and White man 
that all we shall require of them will be to give up the prisoners they 
have of ours to bring back all the property they have stolen and not 
to murder or steal any more and to prevent other Indians from doing 
10 when they may know of it to all of which if they will agree you 
may promise them that we will make a Treaty of Peace with them 
~ch shall last forever the presents which are furnished to you you 

''MS. In Indian Alrairs. Texas State Library. 
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can distribute aa you may think most proper and you may make such 
arrangements about the chiefs coming in as is most satisfactory to 
the Indians We would like well if they could be brought down to the 
Seat of Government but for fear that cannot be done we will ask the 
President to nominate Two Commissioners here who can treat with 
them and who will be furnished with the proper instructions. In 
your talk with them you will be careful not to promise them land at 
any particular place and be cautious you make no promises however 
alight that cannot be strictly complied with 

· V ecy Respectfully Your Obt Servants 

The doors were opened. 

Signed Thos J Rusk 
K H Douglass 

Secret Session 
Oct 16th 183.7 

On. motion of Mr Burton to t.ake up the Report of the Committea. 
on Indian Affairs the Senate went into secret session. 

A. motion to remove the injunction of secrecy on said Report wu 
lost and ii was taken up in its second reading. 

Mr Lester was called to the Chair. 
Mr Green introduced some Resolutions to appoint some Commis­

sioners to treat with the Cherokees. 
On motion of Mr Wharton the Report was laid on the table till 

called up. 
· The President of the Senate resumed his seat and the doors were 
opened. . 

October 18, 1837. 
Resolved by the senate," that the Hon. S. Rhoads Fisher be in­

structed to immediately resume the active ex<•rcise of his duties a9 
Secretary of the Navy. 

Oct 20th 1837 
A communication was rec[eive]d from the Hon[orable) S. Rhoadit 

Fisher; respecting his resuming his duties as Sec[retar)y ·of the 
Navy, which waa read and laid on the table until the 27th inst. 

"See note 7 above. 
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Houston October 20th: 183712 

To The Hon [ orable] the Senate etc. 
Gentlemen, 

Having on the 18th inst[ant] been furnished with a copy of a 
Resolution of your Hon[orable] Body of that date, in relation to 
my resuming the duties of my office, I have to state that I yesterday 
addressed the acting Secretary of the Navy, Wm. M. Shepherd, a 
note of which you herewith have a copy; and on the evening of the 
same day received 'his reply which is also enclosed. Having now 
Gentlemen laid before you the facts, and copies of the correspond­
ence in relation to your Resolution, I await the further orders of 
your Honorable Body. 

With sentiments of high respect 

Hon. Wm M Shephard 
Acting Sec[retary] of Navy 

Sir 

Copy 

I am etc. etc. etc. etc. 
S. Rhoads Fisher 

Secretary of the Navy 

Office of the Sec [ retar] y of ,Treasury 
Houston Octo[ber] 19 1837 

I have the honor to 'herewith present you a copy of a resolution of 
the Hon[orable] the Senate by which you will perceive I am in­
structed to resume the duties of my office. You will oblige me by 
appointing an hour when you will be prepared to deliver the papers 
which belong to it 

Hon. S Rhoads Fisher 
Sec[retary] of the Navy 

Sir 

Respectfully your obt servt 

Copy. 

S Rhoads Fisher 
Secretary of the Navy 

Houston Oct. 19, 1837 

I have the honor to acknowledge the rec [ eip] t of your note of this 
morning and the enclosed resolution of the Senate instructing you to 
resume the duties of the Sec[retar]y of the Navy. In reply to w'hich 
I beg leave respectfully to remark, that having obtained the appoint-

"A. L. S. In Navy Papers. Texas State Library. 
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ment which I hold from the Executive, I cannot yield the papera of 
the Department, without instructions from the same source 

I have the honor to be very respectfully 
Your Obdt Servt 

Wm M Shepherd 
Act[in]g Sec[retar)y of the Navy 

The doora were then opened. 

Oct 27th 1837 
The Senate on motion of Mr Burton went into secret session. 

To the Hon[orable) the Senat~ of Texas 
Gentlemen: 

Executive Department. 
Houston Oct. 26th 183711 

It bas been my intention for days to have submitted to you charges 
and specifications against S. Rhoads Fisher. These matters have been 
and are in progress. It has been impossible for me to accomplish my 
desires; they will soon be finished and submitted to the discretion of 
your Hon[orable) Body. Peculiar circumstances have controlled this 
delay, although there has been no disposition to postpone them one 
moment, or the slightest desire to excite the inquisitive. The only 
desire of the Executive will be to submit all matters of import con­
nected with the Cabinet to the Counsel and advisement of the 
Ho:rt [ orable) Senate. 

Sam Houston 

The communication from S. Rhoads Fisher which was the special 
order of the day, was laid on the table till called up. 

The Report of the Com[mittee] on Indian Affairs was called up 
and some parts of it read. 

Mr Burton offered a Resolution calling upon the President to lay 
before the Senate any treaty or treaties he may have made with the 
Indians .. which was adopted. 

And the doors were opened. 

Oct. 30th 1837. 
On motion of Mr Wharton the Senate went into secret session. 
The communication from S. Rhoads Fisher was called up and read. 

'"The secret journal bas" no copy of tbis message; It bas, therefore, been 
supplied from tbe original. 
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Mr Wharton introduced a Resolution to send all the papers, cor­
respondence etc relative to S. Rhoads Fisher to the Honse for their 
~onsideration, which was read and laid on the table as the special 

· order of the day for Thursday Nov 2nd 
Resolved," That all the resolutions papers and correspondence in 

the possession of the senate, in relation to the suspension and im­
peachment of the Honbl. S Rhoads Fisher. be communicated· to the 
House of Representatives for the purpose of obtaining their advice 
and action on the subjeet. 

On motion of IIIr Robertson the Senate adjourned till tomorrow 10 
o'clock A. llf. 

Thursday Nov. 2nd 1837 
On motion of Mr Burton the Senate went into secret session. 
The Resolution to communicate all the papers etc concerning Hon­

[orable] S. Rhoads Fisher, to the House for their consideration, be­
ing the special order of the day, was taken up and laid on the table aa 
the special order of the day for Tuesday Nov. 7th 

Mr Wharton introduced a Resolution providing for raising funds 
for the construction o~ the Navy, which was read and laid on the 
table. 

Resolved" That the President of this Republic be authorized and 
required to furnish the agent who may be appointed to proceed on to 
the U[nited] States for the purpose of buying or building certain 
vessels for the public service of Texas, in accordance with an act 
of the present congress, with a. letter to Messrs Gilmer and Burnley 
requiring them to raise and pay over to said agent the amount of 
280,000 $ which has been appropriated for the purchase of a navy 
for this Republic 

Resolved That the President is hereby authorized and required -to 
instruct said Commissioners Messrs Gilmer ffild Burnley to sell the 
bonds of the Government of Texas at a discount of 50 per cent if. the 
above appropriation for the Navy cannot be otherwise procured. 

The doors were then opened. 

Nov. 3rd 1837 
The Resolution requiring the President to authorize the Commis­

sioners Gilmer and Burnley to sell the bon:ds of [the] Government to 
raise funds for constructing a Navy was taken up on its second read-· 
ing. 

118ee note 7 above. 
U[bid. 
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Mr Wharton introduced a Resolution as a substitute, which wu 
rec [ eive ]d and adopted. 

Resolved'" that the President of this Republic be and he is hereby 
authorized and instructed to furnish the agent appointed to buy or 
build certain vessels for the public service of Texas with a letter to 
Messrs Gilmer and Burnley authorizing and requiring them to raise 
the $280,000 appropriated for ihe navy, by the discount of the bonds 
of the Government for one million of dollars as contemplated by a 
joint resolution of Congress passed 24th December 1836. 

The doors were then opened. 

•see note 7 above. 

S H. Everitt 
President pro tern of the Senate 



~ECOND CONGRESS 

SECOND OR REGULAR SESSION 

Secret .Journals of the Senate 

Regular Session 1 

Nov. 7th 1837 
The Resolution to communicate all documents papers etc relating to 

the Hon [ orable] S. Rhoads Fisher to the House for their considera­
tion was taken up· on its second reading. 

The Sec[retar]y of the Senate was instructed to wait upon his 
Excel [Ieney] the President forthwith and inform him that the Senate 
was in secret f:iession and ready to receive any comn1unication he 
might have to make respecting the l-Ion [or able] S. Rhoads Fisher; 
and the Senate took a recess until the return of the Sed retar] y. 

The Sec[retar]y returned and stated that his Excel[lency] informed 
the Senate that his communica.tion was ready aud that he would send 
it to the Senate in the course of the day. 

The doors were then opened. 
3 o'clock P. J\I. 

Two messages having been rec [ eive] d from His Excel [Ieney] th& 
President the Senate went into secret session. 

The first message with the accompanying documents,' contained 
the charges against S. Rhoads Fisher, which were read and referred 
to the Com[mittee] ou Naval Affairs [Messrs. Wilson, Rains and 

~Robertson]. 

Mr Horton introduced a Resolution authorizing the Com[mittee] 
on Naval Affairs to furnish S. Rhoads Fisher with a copy of the 
charges which was read, amended and adopted. 

Mr Barnett was added to the Com[mittee] on Naval Affairs. 
On motion of Mr Horton the Naval Com [mittee] was allowed the 

privilege of a clerk. 
· The second message of t-Iis Excellency, nominating chief justice! 

for the counties of Matagorda, Houston, Jefferson, Sabine, Bexar and 
Victoria, was read and laid on the table. 

1The secret journal of the regular session of the second congress for the 
period from November 7 to 23 follows immediately that of the called ses­
sion, and is in the handwriting of M. Sevey, Assistant Secretary of the Sen­
ate. It embraces five unnumbered folio pages. The continuation of the 
secret journal, covering the period from November 27 to December 19, 1837, 
forms a separate document, which bears the title "Journals of Secret Ses­
sions Regular Session Nov. 1837 Senate." This portion embraces seven un­
numbered folio pages, and is signed at the end by the president pro tern. 
The document is filed among the papers of the second congress. 
~his message with the accompanying papers has not been found. 

9-Lib. 
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Executive Department. City of Houaton 
Nov. 7th 1837.1 Republic of Texas. 

To the 
Honourable Senate of ,Texas. 

Gentlemen, 
The herein enumerated gentlemen, I have nominated as Chief Jus-

tices to the Counties to which their names are respectively attached. 
Sinclair D. Gervais .................... Matagorda County. 
Collin Aldrich ......................... Houston County. 
Henry Millard ......................... Jefferson County. 
Francis T. Gains ......................... Sabine County. 
Erasmo Seguin ........................... Bexar County. 
Jno Hayes ............................. Victoria County. 

The ratification of these nominations by the Honourable Senate is 
respectfully requested. 

Sam Houston 
The doors were then opened. 

Nov. 8th 1837 
The second message of His Excel [Ieney J the President, nominatinr 

chief justices, was taken up. 
The nomination of Sinclair Gervais for Ch [ ie] f Justice of the County 

of Matagorda was confirmed. 
The nomination of Collin Aldrich for the County of Houaton [was] 

unanimously negatived. 
The nomination of Henry Millard for the County of Jefferson [was] 

confirmed. 
The nomination of Francis T. Gaines for the County of Sabine 

[was] confirmed. 
The nomination of Erasmo Seguin for the County of Bexar [was] 

confirmed. · 
The nomination of John Hayes for the County of Victoria [was] 

confirmed. 
The injunction of secrecy so far as concerned the confirmed nom­

inations was removed, and the doors were opened. 

Nov. lOth 1837 
The message of H[is] E[xcellency] the President nominating Mr 

R. A. Irion as Sec[retar]y of State and Mr B. E. Bee as Sec[retar]y 
of War and Mr J. C. Allen as Chief Justice of Refugio Co{unty] 
was read and laid on the table. 

'The secret Journal has no copy of thlo message; It has, therefore, been 
supplied from the original. · 
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To the Hon[orable] Senate of Texas. 
Gentlemen, 
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City of Houston 
Nov. 8th 1837.' 

I have the honor of offering for the consideration of your Hon­
[orable] body the nominations of Mr. R. A. Irion as Secretary of 
State, appointed June 13th 1837, and Mr. B. E. Bee as Secretary of 
War appointed 2:3rd August 1837. 

Your confirmation of these nominations is most respectfully re­
quested. 

Executive Department 
Republic of Texas 

To the Hon[orable] Senate of Texas 
Gentlemen, 

Sam Houston 

City of Houston 
Nov. 9th 1837.' 

I have the honor of offering for your consideration the nomina­
tion of Mr. ;J. C. Allen as Chief ;Justice for the County of Refugio. 
Your confirmation of the above named gentlemen is most respectfully 
requested. 

Sam Houston 
Mr Burton introduced a Resolution instructing the Navy Com[mit­

tee] to report the documents relating to Hon[orable] S. Rhoads Fisher 
for the action of the Senate, and the rules being suspended it was 
lost. 

Resolution that the Committee on Naval Affairs be ordered to re­
port the documents in their hands relative to the suspension of 
Rhoades S. Fisher for the action of the Senate and that cotmsel be 
allowed for and against at the Bar of the Senate' 

Mr Horton introduced a Resolution to allow the President to em­
ploy counsel in the case of Hon[orable] S. Rhoads Fisher, and a 
motion for a .suspension of the rule being lost, it was withdrawn. ' 

On motion of Mr Burton the Report of the Com[mittee] on Indian 
Affairs was ordered to be the special order of the day for tomorrow. 

Doors opened. 

Nov. 11th 1837 
The communication of H[is] E[xcellency] the President making 

nominations was taken up and the nomination of R. A. Irion for 
Sec [ retar] y of State was unanimously confirmed. 

•see note 3 above. 
'Ibid. . 
«The secret journal has no copy of this resolution; it has, therefore, been 

supplied from the original manuscript in Papers of the Second Congress, 
Second Session. 
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The nomination of B. E. Bee for Ser[retar]y of War was unani­
m [ ously confirmed']. 

The nomination of J. C. Allen for Chief Justice of Refugio 
Co[unty] was unanimously confirmed. 

Mr Burton Chairman of the Com[mittee] on Indian Affairs statej 
that he should be prepared to report on Monday, 

and the doors were opened. 

Nov. 18th 1837 
A message from H[is] E[xcellency] the President nominating Wm 

S. Hunter for Chief ,Justice for the county of Goliad was read anii 
laid on the table, 

Executive Department 
Republic of Texas 

To the Honorable Senate. 
Gentlemen: 

City of Houston 
16th Nov. 1837' 

I take pleasure in presenting the nomination of Wm L Hunter as 
Chief Justice of the County of Goliad, and respectfully request that 
the same may be confirmed by the Senate. 

Sam Houston 
and the doors were opened. 

Nov. 20th 1837 
Two commtmications from the President were read. 
The first announced that he would send his annual message tomor­

row 12 o'clock. 

Executive Department 
Republic of Texas 

To the Hon[orable] Senate of Texas. 
Gentlemen : ~ 

City of Houston 
Nov. 20th 1837" 

It affords me much gratification to inform you, that I will be ready 
to communicate my annual Message to the Hon[orable] Congress, at 
12 o'clock tomorrow the 21st inst. 

Sam Houston 

The second10 nominated l\lr Saml Swartwout as agent for procur­
ring ships of war, which was read and laid on the table. 

'The word "confirmed" has been eaten of! the secret journal; It Is sup­
plied from a communication from the Secretary of the .Senate, dated No­
vember 13, 1837, to President Sam Houston. MS. in Senate Confirmations. 
Texas State Library. 

'See note 3 above. 
'Ibid. 
"This message !Jas not been found. 
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The nomination of Wm L. Hunter >Yas taken up and confirmed, 
and the injmwtion of seeresy was removed and !he doors werz 
opened. 

Nov. 21st 1837 
The nomination of :\Ir Swart\\·out as agent for procuring ships of 

war for the Republic was taken up. 
l\Ir Everitt moved that the President be respectfully requested to 

withch·aw the nomination. and the motion being put 
l\fr Wharton rnoYed to communicate to the 

Pr[esident the] objections which the Senate entertained respecting 
the nomination, and the ayes and nays being called stood as follows 

A~'es Messrs. Barnett. Bmton. EYcritt, and Wharton~±. 
Nays Messrs. Dnnn, Horton. T.ester, Rains. Robertson and Wilson 

~6, and the motion was lost. 
'!;'he doors were then opened. 

Nov. 23rd 1837 
The nomination of l\Ir Swartwout was taken np. 
Mr Everitt moved that a committee be appointed to wait on the 

President and respectfully request him to withdraw the nomination 
of Sam! Swartwout as agent for procuring vessels or war, and the 
motion was carried and ::\Iessrs Everitt, Ellis and Wharton were ap­
pointed s[ai]d committe~. 

and the doors were opened. 

Secret ,Journals of the Senate n 

Nov. 27th 1837 
The Resolution on which the investigation of the case of Ron [ ara­

ble] S. Rhoades Fisher had been held, was taken up. 
Mr Everitt offered a substitute for the same and also a Resolution 

informing the Sec[retary] of th~Navy that it was the wish of the 
Senate that he should resign, and the ayes and nays being called on 
the Substitute and Resolution stood as follows 

Ayes Messrs Burton, Everitt, Robertson, Wharton and Barnett~5. 
Nays Messrs Dunn, Horton, Lester, Rains and Wilson~5. and 

the votes being equally divided the President voted in the negative 
and the substitute was lost. 

Resolved by the Senate that the charges preferred by the Presi­
dent of this Republic against the Hon[orable] the Sec[retar]y of 
the Navy are not sustained by the evidence adduced by the President, 

10Several words have been eaten off the secret journal. 
11See note 1 above. 
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so as to justify this Senate to advise and consent to the removal of 
the Hon[orable] the Sec[retary] of the Navy on the grounds con­
tained in those charges; that the Senate will not therefore advise 
and consent to the removal of the Hon [ orable) S. R. Fisher from 
the office of Sec [retary) of the Nayy of this Republic. 

Resolved, That the Hon [ orable I S. R. Fisher be respectfully in­
formed that it is the wish of the Senate that he resign his station as 
Sec[retary) of the Navy, as the Senate conceive that the breach be­
twl!en him and his Excellency is such that it could not be for the in­
terest of our common country that he should retain the station he 
now holds any longer. 

Mr Horton offered another substitute, authorizing [the) President 
to remove the Sec[retary] of the Navy. 

,The doors were opened. 
3P.M. 

Mr Horton withdrew his substitute and 
Mr Wilson introduced a substitute declaring that Hon[orable] S. 

Rhoads Fisher was not a proper member of the Cabinet and author­
izing the President to appoint a new Sec[retary) of the Navy, which 
was read a first time 

On motion of Mr Everitt the doors were opened and [the] Senate 
adjourned. 

Nov. 28th 1837. 
Mr Wilson withdrew his substitute for the Resolution respecting 

Hon[orable) S. R. Fisher, and 
Mr Rains offered another substitute, which wail rec[eive]d on ita 

second reading. 
Resolved That the Senate fully sustains the President in the 

course which he adopted in suspending from office S. Rhoads Fisher 
late Sec[retary] of· the Navy, and consents to his removal; at the 
same time we must do S. Rhoads Fisher the justice to say that there 
has been no evidence before us to prove that he has been guilty of any 
crime. 

The doors were opened. 
3 o'clock P. M. 

Mr Rains substitute was taken up and withdrawn and Mr Everitt 
offered another and the ayes and nays being called on ita adoption 
stood as follows . 

Ayes Messrs Barnett, Burton, Everitt, 'RobertsOn and Wharton-0. 
Nays Messrs Dunn, Horton, Lester, Rains and Wilson-0. 
and Messrs Horton, Dunn and Robertson were appointed a com­

mittee to wait on the Hon[orable) Mr Ellis and take his vote; upon 
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which the Senate took a recess of 15 minutes. At the expiration of 
the recess the committee returned and reported that Mr Ellis voted 
in the affirmative, and the substitute was accordingly adopted. The 
ayes and nays were then called on the final adoption of the Resolution 
and stood as follows-

Ayes Messrs Barnett, Burton, Everitt, Robertson and Wharton-5 
Nays Messrs Dunn, Horton, Lester, Rains, and Wilson-5. 
and the same com [ mittee J was reappointed to wait upon Mr Ellis 

and receive his vote. l\Ir Ellis voted in the affirmative and the Reso­
lution was adopted as follows-

Resolved, that the Senate on the grounds of harmony and ex­
pediency ·advise and consent to the removal of the Hon [orable] S. 
Rhoads Fisher from the office of Sec[retary) of the Navy, but in 
doing so they must do the Secretary the justice to say that the Presi­
dent has not adduced sufficient evidence that proves him guilty of cli.s­
honorable conduct. 

The injunction of secrecy was removed. 
On motion of Mr Everitt it was voted that the reporter he per­

mitted to publish the proceedings in the case of Hon [ orable] S. 
Rhoads Fisher at his own expense for his own benefit. 

The doors were opened. 

Nov. 29th 1837 
The journals of the secret session of yesterday were read and 

amended. 
Mr Everitt offered a Resolution referring the correspondence be­

tween our Minister at Washington and the Sec[retary] of State of 
the U[nited) States to a committee. 

Mr Everitt withdrew his Resolution and Mr Wharton offered an­
other appointing a special com[mittee] with instructions to report on 
the prospect of annexation to the U [ nited] States, and the ayes and 
nays being called stood as follows--

Ayes Messrs Barnett, Burton, Everitt, Robertson and Wharton-5. 
Nays Messrs Dunn, Horton, Lester, Rains, and Wilson-5. 
and the votes being equally divided the Pres[ident] of the Senate 

..-oted in the affirmative and the Resolution was adopted, 
and Messrs Horton, Everitt and Rains were appointed said com­

mittee. 
The doors were opened. 

Nov. 30th 1837 
The message from H [is] E [ xcellency] the President nominating 

Warner L. Underwood as District Attorney for the First Judicial 
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District of the Republic was read and the rule being suspended it 
was unanimously confirmed. 

Executive Department 
Republic of ,Texas 

To the Senate of Texas. 
Gentlemen: 

City of Houston 
Nov. 25th 1837.11 

I take pleasure in offering for the ratification of Your Hon­
[orable] body, the nomination of Warner L. Underwood, as Dis­
trict Attorney for the first Judicial district of the Republic of Texas. 

Sam Houston 

The journals of the Secret Session of the 28th inst[ant] were read 
and approved. 

Mr Wharton presented the protest of himself and Mr Burton 
against the Resolution passed on the 28th inst[ ant] respecting 

"Hon[orable] S. Rhoads Fisher, and the ayes and nays being called 
on its insertion in the journal, stood as follows-

Ayes Messrs Burton and Wharton-2. . 
Nays Messrs Barnett, Dunn, Everitt, Horton, Lester and Wilson--6. 
and the motion was lost. 
Messrs Rains and Robertson being excused from voting. 
The doors were opened. 

Friday afternoon 
Dec ist 1837. 

The doors being closed Mr Harton as chairman of a committee to 
wait upon the President concerning the nomination of Mr. Swartwout, 
reported that His Excellency had consented to withdraw it. 

On motion of Mr Wharton Messrs Everitt and Harton were ap­
pointed to wait upon the President and urge upon him the necessity 
of appointing a Commissioner to determine the boundary line. 

The doors being opened. 

Executive Department 
Republic of Texas 

'To the Hon [ orable] Senate of Texas 
Gentlemen 

Tuesday Dec 5th 1837 

City of Houston 
Dec. 5th 1837.11 

I take pleasure in offering for the ratification of your Honorable 
body the following nominations: 

"See note 3 above. 
"Ibid. 



ShelLy l 'orziue. Commissinnf·r to run the BounLlary Line. 

Wm. ~[. Shepherd. Secretm·~· of the :\avy in pla•·e of S. H. Fisher, 
T(>ffiOVed. 

John Birdsall. Attorney c:eneral ,·ice P. W. Grayson. n·sif!n•·tl. 
Peter \\'. f:rayson, :\:n·al .\!!cut to the l'nitecl State's. 
E. )f. PPas,•. ( 'omptrollt•J' of thP Tn•asnry . 
. Tuo. U. Wdsl'IInH'Ycr. S<•c••nd .\nditor. 
'\"n1. G. t'ooke. nt·neral ~toc·k Commissioner. 
U. \\"ilstln ( 'apst•. ~ur:;l'on in thL• .Arn1y. 

Rob!. II. \\'atso!l, ::->nr!"eon in the .\rmy. 
Rob!. \V. Cassin. Lientl'llant in the :\a,-y. 
Robt. H. J:.'oote. Chief .Jnsti•·e of the County [of] San .\ugnstine. 

;!'he advi<·e and eonsent of the Honorable Senate is respectfully re-
quested. in contirmation of the Executive designation of the several 
offit•Prs namelL and ..:\g-l·nts. 

Sam Houston 

The mes.sa!!<' of Ill is l E [ xe<•llelle~·l tlH• Prcsiclent. makin!! nomina­
tions. was read. and the rule heing suspended they were ucted upon 
as follows: 

Shelby Corziue, Commissioner to run the botmdarr line f was] 
unanimously confirmed. 

Wm M. ShephHd. See[retary] of the :\avy, [was] unanimously 
eon firmed. 

John Birdsall, Attorney General, [was] unanimously confirmed. 

P. W. Grayson, :\"ayy Agent to the U[nitedl States, [was] unani-
mously confirmed. 

E. Ill. Pease, Comptroller. ["·as] unanimously confirmed . 

• J. G. Welschme~·er, Second Auditor, action [was] deferred. 

Wm G. Cooke. Gen[era]l Stock Commissioner, [was] unanimously 
confirmed. 

G. Wilson Capse and Robt. H. Watson. Surgeons in the Army; 
}fessrs Everitt. Horton and Dunn were appointed a Com[mittee] 
to wait upon the President and respectfully request him to withdra'v 
these nominations. 

Robt. A. Casson, Lieut[enant] in the Navy, [was] unanimously con­
firmed. 

Robt. H. Foote, Chief Justice of the County of San Augustine, 
[was] unanimously confirmed. 

,The Election returns from the County of Bexar declaring Juan 
N. Seguin duly elected Senator for that District were read, 

and the doors were opened. 
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Dec. 11th 1837 
,The Senate went into secret session and the message from H[ia] 

E[xcellency) the President, nominating Cornelius Van Ness for Dis­
trict Att[orne]y for the Fourth Judicial District, was read and laid 
on the table. · 

Executive Department 
Republic of Texas 

To the Hon [ora ble] Senate of 'l'exas. 
Gentlemen, 

City of Houston 
Dec. 11th 1837.16 

I take pleasure in submitting for the ratification of your Honour­
able body, the nomination of Corneliu< Van Ness Esqr for District 
Attorney of the Fourth ,Judicial district of the Republic of Texas. 
Mr. Ricord, who lately filled the station has left the Republic, mak­
ing it the' incumbent duty of the Executive to nominate another to 
supply the vacancy, that nothing prejudicial may arise to the people 
of that part of the country. I transmit a letter from the Representa­
tives of Bexar, urging the appointment of l\Ir Van Ness. Your ad­
vice and consent to the .nomination of this gentleman is most respect­
fully requested." 

Sam Houston 

Representative Hall Dec 5th 1837 
To his Excellency Sam Houston 

President of the Republic of Texas. 
Sir, 

Having learned that John Ricord formerly District Attorney of the 
Fourth Judicial District, has left the country, thus leaving the office 
vacant, and having learned also that Vanness has been appointed to 
fill the vacancy, pro tem., I take the liberty to address this note to your 
Excellency recommending the said Vanness as a suitable person to fill 
said office; and at the same time I take pleasure in saying that in my 
opinion no appointment could be made which would be more accept­
able to the people, or more conducive to the interests of the eountry. 
I understand that Vanness is now in Bexar, and that he intends to 
make that place his home. 

With the hope that this subject will receive the attention it merita, 
I have the honor to be, Dear Sir 

Your Excellency's Obt Servt 

Joseph Baker 
"See note 3 above. 
"The nomination of Mr. Van Ness was confirmed as Ia shown h:r a letter 

from the Secretary of the Senate to the President, December 13, 1837. 118. 
In Sen&te Confirmations. Te:raa State Library. 
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I take pleasure in stating that I cheerfully concur in the foregoing 
reconnendation, and hope that Mr Vanness will be appointed 

Houston Dec 5th 1837 W H Patton 

,The nomination of J. G. W elschmeyer as Second Auditor was taken 
up and unanimously confirmed. 

Mr Burton, Chairman of the Special Com[mittee] appointed to 
wait upon tbe President and enquire the reason of the dismissal of 
Cap [tain] s Clendenin, Monroe and Chamberlain, reported that the 
President had promised to give his reasons in writing. 

Mr Wharton introduced a Resolution appointing a Com[mittee] 
of two to wait on the President and enquire his reasons for striking 
Capt[ain] s Clendenin, :Monroe and Chamberlain from the rolls of 
the army, which was adopted, and l\Iessrs Horton and Wilson were 
appointed said committee. · 

Mr Everitt, from the Com[mittee] on Foreign Relations to which 
was referred the· subject of reducing our Representation at Washing­
ton City, reported in favour of reducing the representation, and also 
reconnending the appointment of a Commissioner General to ne­
gociate with the different Caurts of Europe for a recognition of our 
Independence. 

The Committee on Foreign Relations" beg leave to report that in 
accordance with all International courtesy and custom it becomes our 
duty to reciprocate the grade of diplomatic agents sent to us by 
foreign powers And inasmuch as the U[nited] S[tates] of the North 
have sent us only a Charge de Affaires they recommend the reduction 
of our representation at that Court to the same diplomatic grade 

The Committee being convinced that the. prospect of annexation is 
remote and doubtful conceive it is our duty and interest to open re­
lations with all European powers who are willing to do so and there­
fore reconnend the appointment of a Commissioner General with let­
ters of Credence to the powers of Europe at whose courts we have 
naw no Representation for the purpose of procuring our Recognition 
and forming Treaties of Amity and Commerce. Your Committee be­
lieve that by this measure much wealth and population might be in­
troduced into this country and the public welfare greatly and suddenly 
advanced 

An Act to Authorize the President to appoint a Commissioner Gen­
eral to the Different Courts of Europe 

Sec 1. Be it Enacted by the Senate and House af Representatives 
of the Republic of Texas in Congress assembled ,That the President 
is hereby authorized to appoint a Com[missione]r General to those 

"The secret journal has no copy of this report; It has. therefore, been 
copied from the original in Papers of the Second Congress.' 
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European Courts where we now have no Representation with instruc­
tions to solicit our recognition and to form treaties of Commerce and 
Amity with this Republic, And the said Com[missione]r shall receive 
the pay and outfit of a Minister Plenipotentiary as his salary for the 
time he is in service. 

The doors were opened. 

Executive Department 
R~public of Texas 

To the Honorable Senate of Texas. 
Gentlemen-: 

City of Houston 
Dec 13th 1837.'~ 

In response to your call on the Executive, I have with regret to 
state that Mr. Chamberlain obtained a furlough on the lOth day of 
February 1837, for two months, and was to report for duty at the ex­
piration of his furlough, which he did not do. When the Army was 
organized, it was not known that he was livinl!. consequently he was 
not nominated to the Senate at that period. Then all claims on Texas 
ceased. It has been reported to the Executive, that in New York, he 
who had never been but a Lieutenant. reprrsented himself as a Major 
of the Texian Army, and placed a strap on each shoulder, which be­
longs to no officer under the Grade of M~jor. ,Thus making himself 
an Imposter. lln'til the expiration of his furlough he will be allowed 
pay etc. but no Ionge•·. If pay is allowed to every one who wishes to 
claim it. no Treasury can meet the demands. I will not sanction it. 

As to Capt[ai]n Clendennin, he was not furloughed for meritorious 
se•"t•ices, and the Executive is not particularly partial to him for any 
services, which he has rendered to Texas or to the Post of Galveston. 
When the Executive has been assured, that he was never present at 
Roll Call, or Parade whilst on the Island. He was ordered there, and 
appointed with the hope that he would establish discipline and main­
tain subordination. Both of which it is believed he materially in­
jured, and for this reason he was furloughed, and for none other. 
Recent matters have called the attention of the Executive, from 
which he is disposed to believe, that he has been an unworthy mem­
ber of the Army, and ought to be subject to Executive discretion. 
When on furlough he assumed the command of the Post of Velasco, and 
left the same without orders, which acts were contrary to all l!llbor­
dination and Military Regulations. 'l'he first (L[ieutenan]t Cham­
berlain) has nothing to complain of in being dropped from notice, 
and the second (Capt[ai]n Clendennin) in being dishonorably dis­
missed. In all such cases, so long as the Executive loves his country,_ 

"See note 3 above. The public journal makes note of a secret session held 
this date; the secret journal does not. 
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and he has the power he will exercise it, altho [ugh] he has not yet 
done so, and ther~fore with the enclosed Document;, he is bound to 
pronounce the petition unfounrled, and such as ought not to claim 
the serious consideration of the Honorable Senate. 

1. 

Sam Houston 

War Department 
Columbia Feby 10/37 

It having appeared to the satisfaction of this Department, that 
Lieut [ enant] Hm·ace P. Chamberlin is now laboring under a severe 
affection of the left eye, and that it is necessary that an . operation 
should be immediately performed by some skilful oculist, he is here­
by granted leave of absence for the space of Sixty days, at the ex­
piration of which time, he will report to this Department for orders 

Signed Wm S. Fisher 
Sec[retar]y of War 

I certify the above to be a true copy of the orig-inal now on record 
in this Office 

Charles Mason 
Chief Clerk 

[Endorsed on back] "Copy Lt. Chamberlins Furlough" [with 
following autograph note by President Houston,] "He never re­
ported, and for that reason, was not nominated to the Senate in May 
last. He was no officer after the expiration of his furlough. He is not 
to be paid after that date Sam Houston" 

2. 

L[ieutenan]t Chamberlin reported for duty from furlom;h of 
Sixty days, bearing date the lOth of Feb[ruar]y 1837, on the lOth of 
Oct[ober] 1837. L[ieutenan]t C[hamberlin] was not nominated to 
the Senate by the Hon[orable] Wm S. Fisher, then Sec[retar]y of 
War in consequence of his furlough having expired, and the Dep [art­
men]t not having received any communication from him until his re­
port in person on the lOth Oct [ ober] 1837. 

Barnard E Bee17 

Sec [ retary] of War 

[Endorsed on back] "Date of Lt Chamberlins Report for duty" 
[with following autograph note by President Houston,] "Not in office 
and not on the Roll of the Army Sam Houston" 

17D. s. 
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3. 
War Department 

December 1837 
I hereby certify that Lieut[ennnt] Chamberlin reported to this 

Office for duty on the lOth of October 1837 stating that he had been 
compelled to outstay his furlough from the tedious and painful opera­
tion incident to the loss of his eye, and assuring this Department that 
he had written requesting an extension of his furlough, but that the 
vessel was wrecked which bore his letter. Under these circumstance~ 
I received him on duty. His Excellency the President is however of 
opinion that he forfeited his claim as an officer in not returning 
at the expiration of his furlough and has so ordered 

Bernard E Bee" 
Sec [ retary] af War 

4. 
War Department 

Houston July 8/37 
Capt[ain] A. Clendinin of Co[mpany] A. First Regiment Az. 

tillery is hereby furloughed for the spac~ of Sixty days; to take ef­
fect after the Court Martial at Velasco 

(Signed) J. Snively 
Act[in]g Sec[retar]y of. War 

I certify the above to be a true copy of the orignal now on reeord 
in this Office 

Charles Mason 
Chief Clerk 

[Endorsed on back) "Copy Capt. Clendinins Furlough" [with 
following autograph note by President Houston,] "This suspended 
all his functions as an officer Sam Houston'' 

5. 

Capt[ain] A. Clendinin reported for duty from furlough of Sixtt 
days bearing date July 8th 1837, on the lOth of the ensuing Septembel 
18'37. ' 

Barnard E Bee" 1 
Sec [retary] of WIIIJ 

[Endorsed on back) "Date of Capt. Clendinins Report for d1ity'1 
[with following autograph note by President Houston,] "This wllli 
after the expiration of his furlough. Sam Houston" 

.. D. S. 
"D. S. 
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J. Snively 

REPUBLIC OF TEXAS 

6. 

Acting· Sec[retar]y of War 
Sir, 

99 

Post Velasco July 20/37 

It becomes my duty as acting co=anding officer of this Post to 
inform your Honor that on the morning of the 18th inst. Lieut[en­
ant] W. Redfield and Dr. A. Lynch met for the purpose of settling 
an affair of HONOR which resulted in the latter receiving a mortal 
wound of which he died on the same evening about 10 o'clock, and 
was yesterday intered with the usual military customs. 

I assure your Honor that every thing· between the parties was 
fairly and honorably conducted. I have attended to L [ieutenan] t 
Redfields case and have done every thing in my power as far as my 
abilities extend to have him bailed. The sheriff has arrested him on a 
,Civil process for breaking the peace. I think he can procure bail in 
the course of two or three days and be released from his present con­
finement in the Fort, and resume his co=and At the solicitation 
of Mr. Humphries and two or three other gentlemen I was urged to 
act until some person is duly authorized by the Executive. Your Honor 
will please recollect that I was furloughed for the purpose of going 
to the States; I got my things all in order, my clothing packed up and 
was to depart by the fir~t vessel, but was again taken sick here, and 
rather worse than before I left Galveston. It may appear to your 
Honor that acting in my present capacity, that it is a relinquishment 
of my furlough, in which case your Honor will please grant me an­
other for the same length of time. 

I have the honor to be 
Your Honor's Obt Serv't 

A. Clendinin 
Actg Co=anding 1st Inf[antr]y T. A. P. V. 

I certify the foregoing to be a true copy of the original now on file 
in this Department 

War Department 
Dec. 12 1837 

Charles Mason 
Chief Clerk 

I further certify that no answer to the annexed letter appears on 
record in this Department 

Charles Mason 
Chief Clerk 

[Endorsed on back] "Copy of letter from Capt. Clendinin Velasco 
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July 20/37" [with the following autograph note of President Hous­
ton,] "He assumed command without au.lhorily and left without per­
mi&sion This is contrary to all Militar~· Rules. Sam Houston" 

Executive Department 
Republic of Texas 

To the Ron [ orable 1 Senate of 'l'exas. 
Gentlemen: 

City of Houston 
Dec. 13th 1837.10 

I take pleasure in submitting for the ratification of your Hon[ora­
ble] body the nomination of l\Ir. F. R. Lubbock, as Comptroller of 
the ,Treasury of the Republic. The great press of business in that 
Department, and the vacation of the office, caused by the resignation 
of the gentleman who recently filled it, induces the Executive to so­
licit most respectfully the advice and consent of the Honorable Senate 
to this nomination as soon as practicable." 

Sam Houston 

Thursday 15th Dec [18]37 
'!'he doors being closed the Senate went into secret session and on 

motion of Mr Wharton the messai!c> of his l<J[xcl'llency] the Presi­
dent, giving his reasons for dismissing Capt[ain]s Chamb[er]lane 
and Clendennen from service. was taken [up] and read and after 
much discussion :\lr Everett offered a resolution that their dismissal 
was a violation of existing laws and that no officer could be dismissed 
without sentence of Court Martial 

Resolved" that the President in dismissing from the Roll of the 
Army Capts Clendenin, Chamberlain and Munroe has misconstrued 
the existing laws and constitution that no officer can be qismissed 
from service without sentence of Court Martial 

Further Resolved that the officers above mentioned shall have the 
benefit and justice of a trial by Court Martial in accordance with 
existing laws 

The rules being suspended the resolution was laid on the table for 
the time being, when Mr Burton offered a resolution appointing a 
committee of two to wait on the Secretary of War and enquire of him 
certain points in relation to the case of Capt[ain]s Clendennen and 
Chamber'Iane 

Resolved by the Senate that the Secretary of War inform this houae 
whether or not Capt[ain]s Chamberlain Clendennin and Monroe are 

Jt~See note 3 above. 
"The nomination of Mr. Lubbock was oontlrmed as is shown by a Jetter 

from tbe Secretary of tbe Senate to the President, December 13, 1837. MS. 
in Senate Confirmations. Texas State Library. 

22See note 6 above. 
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stricken from the Roll of the Army and if so whether by the order 
of the Executive 

Resolution [was] adopted and Messrs. Burton and Horton [were] 
appointed [the] Committee. 

Report of special committee appointed to wait upon the Sec [ retar] Y 
of War and enquire whether Capt[ain]s Clendenin Chamberlain and 
Munroe were stricken from Roll of [the] Army by executive order" 

Monroe is stricken from the rolls 
Clindinen is suspended without consulting the President so far as 

auditing his accounts etc. under promise of the President to send 
proofs in writing by the secretary by 3 men sufficient to authorize 
his being stricken off. President thinks he has authority to do so. 

Chamberlain-The President says that his commission expired with 
his furlough 

I W Burton 
A. C. Horton 

,The doors being opened the Senate adjourned until 3 o clo [ ck] P. l\1. 

Dec 16th 1837 
The Report of the Indian Committee .made in October was taken 

up. 
Mr Wharton introduced a Res[olution] declaring null and void 

the treaty made by Gen[era]l Houston and Col(onel] Forbes with 
certain tribes of Indians, which was read and the rule being suspended v' 
it was adopted. 

Mr Everitt offered a Res[olntion] appointing Gen[era]l Hamilton 
as Ass[istan]t Commissioner to negociate the loan of five millions, 
which was read and adopted. 

Executive Department 
Republic of ,Texas 

To the Hon[orable) Senate of Texas. 
Gentlemen: 

City of Houston 
Dec. 16th 1837'" 

I have the honour of submitting for the ratification of your Hon­
[orable] body the nomination of Wm R Scott Esqr as Chief Justice 
for the county of Brazoria. Your advice and consent to this nomina­
tion is respectfully requested. 

Sam Houston 
The doors were opened. 

~The above title is endorsed on back of the report and states that it was 
received December 15, 1837. 

~asee note 3 above. 

10-Lib. 
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Executive Department 

Republic of T6xas 
To the lion [ orable] Senate of ,Texas 

Gentlemen: 

City of Houston 

Dec. 18th 1837.•• 

In reply to an inquiry from your lion [ orahle l body, requesting 
my reasons for <'Ontinuing Capt. J. D. Boylan in the naval service of 
the Republic. after the rpjection of his nomination by the Hon[orable] 
Senate, I take great pleasure in stating that it was the result of much 
rAflection. and had not the Executive continued him in command the 
~onsequenees might ha,·e b~en fraught with some detriment to that 
arm of our National defense. Sanguine of the ratification of the nom­
ination of Captfai]n .J D Boylan. he was ordered on board the Brutus, 
where the n<'ws of his t•ejection was communicated to him, and even 
then he would hav .. been deprived of his command had not the Execu­
tive been aware that he obtained the crew for the Brutus. The V es­
aelR were then prepared for a cruise. and to have taken away the com­
mand from him at that time might have been the cause of much dia­
rontent and dissatisfaction to those men, whom he had been instru­
mental in placing on board his vessel: anq consequently the desired 
cruiRc would have been dilatory in its consummation. For the ad­
vancement of the best interests "f the Republir. and for that alone, 
the Executiw most respectfully assures the Honf orable] Senate be 
t!ontinued Capt[ai]n Boylan in command. I have transmitted docu­
ments herewith, which will convinc~ the Senate that the Executive 
was authorized in his nomination. Which documents21 Capt[ai]n 
Boylan hop€'ll will be returned after perusal. 

Execnti\'e Department 
Republic of Texas 

To the Hon [ orable l Senate of Texas. 
Gentlemen: 

Sam Houston 

City of HoustoD 
Dec. 18th 1837" 

I take pleasurt> in offering for the ratification of your Hon[orable] 
body the enclosed Treaty concluded between the ,Tonkoway Indians 
and· C'nlonel Kamps on behalf of this Government. 

Sam Houston 

"See note 3 above. Secret sessions or the senate on this d&te are note4 
In tbe public journal. but not In tbe secret journal. 

"The documents transmitted have not been found. 
•see note 3 above. 
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Treaty with the Tonkaway Indians. 

,Texas Post of Bexar 
Nov. 22nd 183727 

The following treaty of peace and amity was entered into at the 
Post of Bexar in the Republic Of Texas, between the Tancoway Tribe 
of Indians, thro [ugh] their Head Chiefs, on the one part, and the 
Republic of Texas, through its authorized Commissioner Col[onel] 
Henry W. Karnes, of the other part. 

Article First. 

We, the Chiefs of the Toncoway tribe of Indians, being sensible 
that war is a great evil and attended with incalculable mischiefs, do 
this day promise to bury the ,Tomahawk and live upon terms of Peace 
and amity with the government of Texas. And in order to secure the 
blessings of peace, we do bind ourselves to bring to condign punish­
ment such individuals of our tribe as may depradate upon the proper­
ty or injure the persons of any of the citizens belonging to the Re-
public of Texas. adopted" 

Article Second. 

As the desire of gain is an unconquerable passion in the human 
breast, and when united to bad heart, the source of all the ills which 
afflict humanity, we do, to avoid the evils resulting from a direct 
intercouse with unprincipled men and to perpetuate the friendly re­
lation which is this day established, require the Texian Commissioner 
to appoint a Trading Agent, who shall regulate and have a controlling 
influence over the trade which may be carried on between the Tonco-
ways and the citizens of Texas. adopted29 

Article ,Third. 

Full ingress and egress is allowed to the citizens of Texas for the · 
purposes of trade, subject to the requisitions of the Second Article; 
that is to say, no trader is to enter our Tribe with an intent to trade, 
without first obtaining a license or ·passport from our Tmding Agent: 
and for the prevention of future collissions, we bind ourselves and 
our Tribe not to trade with any persans who are not legally authorized 
to traffic among us. adopted'• 

zrn. S. in Indian Affairs. Texas State Library. 
"The word adopted is written at the end of each of the first five articles; 

, it is perhaps the memorandum of the secretary of the senate. 
"Ibid. 
' 0lbid. 
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Article Fourth. 

The Government of Texas also agrees to live on terms of peace and 
amity with the ,Toncoways ; nnd should the latter fulfill the stipula­
tions mentioned above, it binds itself to punish all agressions which 
may be committed by any of its ci~izens upon the Toncoway tribe; 
provided sufficient evidence of guilt is adduced. adopted11 

Article Fifth. 

In conformity to the Second Article of this treaty, I, H. W. 
Karnes, the Commissioner appointed by Government to treat with the 
Frontier Tribes, do this day constitute and appoint Nathaniel Lewis, 
the Trading Agent, of the Toncoway tribe, the said Lewis ta continue 
in office until removed by the Government. adopted11 

Article Sixth. 

This treaty is to take effect and he binding upon the Toncoways, 
when signed by the Chiefs; and upon the Government of ,Texas when 
constitutionally ratified. 

In testimony whereof, the Representatives of the two contracting 
parties have hereunto set their names and ~ffixed their seals this 22nd 
day of Nov[ember] 1837. 

j
Ouchca~~s + mark (Seal) 

. Hosata 
Toncoway Chiefs his + mark (Seal) 

Harshokena 
his + mark (Seal) 

H. W. Karnes (Seal) 
Signed Duplicates. 

Dec 19th 1837 
The [resolution] relative to the dismissal of Capt[ain]s Clendinin 

Monroe and Chamberlain was taken up, amended by striking out 
the name of Chamberlain and the ayes and nays being called on its 
passage stood as follows 

Ayes Messrs Barnett, Burton, Everitt, Robertson, Wharton and 
Wilson-6. 

Nays Messrs Dunn, Ellis, Lester and Somerville-4 
and the Res[olution] passed and the injunction of secresy was re­

moved. 
"See note 28, p. 103. 
"Ibid. 
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The treaty with the Toncoway Indians was read section by section V 
and ratified. 

The ayes and nays being called on the confirmation of the nomina­
tion of W m. P. Scott as Ch [ ie] f Justice of Brazoria Co [ unty] stood 
as follows--

Ayes Messrs Everitt, Dunn, Ellis, Horton, Lester [and] Robert­
son-6 

Nays Messrs Barnett, Burton. Wharton and Wilson--4, and the 
nomination was confirmed. 

S. H. Everitt, 
President pro tem of the Senate. 



SECOND CONGRESS 

THIRD OR ADJOURNED SESSION 

Secret Journal of the Senate of Texas . 

.April 25th 18381 

The doors being closed, the President laid before the Senate a mes­
sage from the President of the Republic, dated .April 23rd 1838, com­
municating a convention entered into on the 11th inst[ant] between 
the Hon[orable] R. .A. Irion, Secretary of State of the Republic of 
Texas, and the Hon [ orable] .A.lcee La Brane he, Charge d'Affaires 
from the Government of the United States. 

Executive Department 
Texas. 

Gentlemen of the Senate ! 

City of Houston 
23d .April 18381 

The Executive has the pleasure of submitting to your Honorable 
Body a convention' entered into on the 11th Inst. between the Hon­
orable R. .A. Irion, Sec [ retar] y of State of t~e Republic of Texas, and 
the Honorable .A.lcee La Branche Charge d '.A.ffaires from the Govern­
ment of the United States. 

The Executive is satisfied of the fairness of the transaction, and 
that it is as favorable to the mterests of this Republic as it had any 
right to anticipate. The President therefore requests of his constitu: 
tional advisers, the Honorable Senate, an approval and ratification of 
the same, that the odium which has heretofore attached-to this country 
and its authorities may no longer have reason to exist. Full restitu­
tion having been made to the Government of the United States for all 
just demands, it is to be hoped that our future relations to that Gov­
ernment will be greatly subserved, and matters of vital importance to 
many of our citizens, as well as the country, be facilitated, which have 
not heretofore met the cordial cooperation of that Government, which 
to us were very desirable. 

Sam Houston 

'The secret journal of the adjourned session of the second congretl8 11 
Incomplete. · The portion extant, covering the period from April 25 to May 
3, 1838, embraces five unnumbered folio pages, and Is In the handwriting of 
W. F. Gray, Secretary of the Senate. It Is found among the papers. of the 
second congress. The journal for the period from May 4 to 24 Is missing. 

'The secret journal has no copy of this message; It has, therefore, been 
supplied from the original. 

'The Convention Is printed In Treaties, Convention• . • • between file 
United State• of America and other Powers, 1116-1909, II 1778-79. (61 Cone •• 
2 seas., Sen. Doc. No. 367.) 
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The message and the convention were read the first time. The 
doors were then opened, and the Senate rose from secret session. 

Th" Sen n tc went in to secret session. 

W. F. Gray 
Sec [retar] y. 

April 28th 1838 

The President laid before the Senate a message from the President 
of the Republic dated April 25th 1838, making the following nomina­
tions, which ·were read, viz. 4 

Executive Department 
,Texas 

To The Honorable Senate 
Gentlemen, 

City of Houston 
April 25, 1838 

I have the pleasure of laying before you, the constitutional advisers 
of the President, the following appointments which have been made 
during the recess of Congress, and should the list not contain all which 
have been made, so soon as information can be obtained from the De­
partments in relation to them, they will be nominated by me with mnch 
satisfaction. 

Henry H. Williams, Consul for the Port of Baltimore, U. S. A. 
John F. Cortes, Consul for the Port of Natchitoches, U. S. A. 
John L. Hodge, Consul for the Port of Philadelphia, U. S. A. 
James D. Hamilton Jr., Consul for the Port of Charleston, U. S. A. 
George Dobson, Consul for the Port of Mobile, U. S. A. 
E. 0. Le Grand Chief Justice of the County of San Augustine. 
John H. Money Chief Justice of the County of Austin. 
Napoleon B. Thompson District Attorney for the first Judicial Dis­

trict. 
The advice and concurrence in the foregoing nominations by the 

Honorable Senate is respectfully requested. 
Sam Houston 

The convention entered into between the Secretary of State and the 
United States Charge d'Affaires, on the 11th inst[ant] for indemnifi­
cation for the Brig Pocket, etc. was read a second time. 

On motion of Mr Everitt it was 
Resolved, That the President be respectfully requested to lay be­

fore the Senate the correspondence and any information he may_ 
have in regard to the convention of indemnification between this 
Government and the United States, entered into April 11th Inst[ant] 
now before the Senate. 

"In place of the brief summary contained in the secret journal, a copy of 
the message is introduced. 
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The doors were then opened and the Senate rose from secret session. 
W. F. Gray 

Sec[retar]y 

May 2nd 1838 
The doors being closed, the Senate went into secret session. 
The ~onvention between the Sec[retary]y of State and the Charge 

d'Affaires of the United States, made on the 11th ult[im]o, was read a 
second time. 

The appointments .of Chief Justices of Counties and of other of­
ficers made by the President of the Republic during the recess and 
communicated in his Message of the 25th ult[im]o were taken up. 

The nomination of E. 0. Legrand, as Chief Justice of the County 
of San Augustine; was considered, and passed over for the present. 

,The nomination of John H. Money, as Chief Justice of the County 
of Austin, was considered and confirmed. 

,The nomination of Henry H. Williams as Consul for the Port of 
Baltimore, in the U[nited] S[tates] of America, was considered and 
confirmed. 

The nomination of John F. Cortes, as Consul for the Port of 
Natchitoches in tbe U[nited] S[tates] of .A:(merica] was considered 
and confirmed. 

The nomination of John L. Hodge as Consul for the Port of 
Philadelphia, in the United States of America, was considered and 
confirmed. 

The nomination of James D. Hamilton as Consul for the Port of 
Charleston, in the U[nited] S[tates] of America, was considered and 
confirmed. 

The nomination of George Dobson as Consul for the Port of Mobile, 
in the United States of America, was considered and confirmed. 

The nomination of Napoleon B. ,Thompson, as District Attorney 
for the first Judicial District, was considered and confirmed. 

Ordered, That the injunction of secrecy, so far as regards the con­
firmation of the foregoing appointments, be removed. 

W. F. Gray, 
Sec[retar]y. 

May 3rd 1838. 
The Senate went into secret session, and the doors being closed, 
The convention between the Government of Texas and the Gov­

ernment of the United States, concluded between the Sec[retar]y 
of State of Texas, and the Charge d'Affaires of the U[nited] S[tates) 



on th·· lith ult rim I o. "'"' tnken up and rend hy section<. whereupon 
it was 

OrdereJ. Tlwt tho: Senate· udvise and euns,.nt to the ratitll'ntion of 
the Convention entered into "n the 11th dny of .-\pril, ult [ im l o, between 
the IT on [ <>rahle: H. "\. Irion, Secretary of State of the Republic of 
Texas and the lion [ orable I Aleee La Bran<'he. Chan:e d 'Ati'ait·es of 
the United Stntes of America, acting on behalf of their respective 
Governments to terminate the reclamations of the Go\'Crnment of the 
United States for the capture, seizure and detention of the Brigs 
Pocket and Durango, and for injuries suffered by citizens of the 
l"nited States on board the Pocket. 

Ord..red. That th,. in.iuurtion of sene<·~- in reiation to the <·onfirma­
tion of th(' t·onvt'ntion aiHn·l' named he remoYed. 

[Here ends the Secret Journal for this session: the manuscript for 
the period from :\[a~- 4 to ~4 has h<'en lost. A few messages from the 
President. whi<'h were sent to the Sc·nate for action in secret S<'ssion, 
are append<'d.l 

Executive Department 

Texas 

To the Honorable Senate 
Gentlemen, 

City of Houston 

April 27th 1838' 

I have the pleasure of laying before you, the constitutional advisers 
of the President, the following appointments, which han been made 
during the recess of Con!!Tess. and should the list not contain all which 
have been made. so soon as information can be obtained from the De­
partments in relation to them, they will be nominated by me with 
much satisfaction 

A. S. ,Thruston, Quarter Master General. 

C. L. Harrison. Inspector General. 

Hillequest Landers, Quarter Master. 

The concurrence and advice on the foregoing nominations by the 
Honorable Senate is respectfully requested. 

Sam Houston 

'This copy or the message has been taken from the original. An en­
dorsement on the back of this message states that it was received and read 
May 17, 1838. The public journal notes a secret session on this date. 
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Executive Department 
Texas 

To the Honorable the Senate. 
Gentlemen. 

City of Houston 
21st May 1838' 

The President has the pleasure of nominating for your considera­
tion Samuel M. Williams and Albert T. Burnley as commissioners of 
the Five Million Loan, agreeably to the late act of Congress. And re­
spectfully asks the advice and confirmation of the Honorable Senate. 

Sam Houston 

Executive Department, Houston, May 24th 
18381 

,To the Senate. 
The President has thE' pleasure of submitting to the Honorable 

Senate a Convention' of limits betweE-n the United States and Texas, 
recently entered into by the plenipotentiaries of the two Govern­
ments, and respectfully requests the Ratification of the same. 

Respectfully 
Sam Houston 

To the President of the Republic of Texas. 
The Secretary of State has the honor herewith to transmit to the 

President a convention of limits between the United States and Texas 
entered into at Washington City on fifth [twenty-fifth] day of April. 
1838, by the plenipotentiaries of the two Governments. 

R. A. Irion 
Department of State 
City of Houston, May 24th 183810 

'This copy of the message has been taken from the original. The p1Jbllc 
journal notes a secret session on this date. 

'This copy of the message has been taken from the original. The public 
journal makes note of secret sessions held May 22 and 23, but not May 2t. 

'This convention Is printed In Treatie•. Conventions . . . . bet1D""" 
the United States of America and other Power•, 1776-1909, II 1779-1780 (61 
Cong., 2 seso., Sen. Doc. No. 357). 

''L. s. 



THIRD CONGRESS 



Roll of S~nators 

George W. Barnett, for the District of Washington and Montgomery. 

Isaac W. Burton, for the District of Nacogdoches and Houston. 

Edward Burleson, for the District of Bastrop, Gonzales and Fayette. 

John Dunn, for the District of Goliad, Refugio and San Patricio. 

Richard Ellis, for the District of ~d River and Fannin. 

Stephen H. Everitt, for the District of Jasper and Jefferson. 

John A. Greer, for the District of San Augustine. 

Oliver Jones, for the District of Austin and Colorado. 

Harv~y Kendrick, for the District of Matagorda, Jackson and Victoria. 

Emory Rains, for the District of Shelby an? Sabine. 

Juan N. Seguin, for the District of Bexar. 

Benoni Stroud, for the District of Milam and Robertson. 

William H. Wharton, for the District of Brazoria. 

Robert Wilson, for the District of Harrisburg and Liberty. 

Officers of th~ Senate 

Mirabeau B: Lamar, Vice-President until Decembe.- 10, 1838. 

David G. Burnet, Vice-President, inaugurated Decemoor 10, 1838. 

Stephen H. Everitt, President pro tern. 

John D. McLeod, Secretary. 



THIRD CONGRESS 

Journals of the Senate. of the Republic 
of Texas, in Secret Session. F'i1·st Session of the Third Congress .18.38.1 

Senate Hall 
13th Novr 1838. 

The Senate went into secret session and took up the communication 
from hls Excellency the President. 

Executive Department 
Texas 

City of Houston 
13 Nov 1838' 

,The President has the pleasure of submitting to the Honorable 
Senate the following appointments which have been made during the 
recess of Congress, and await the ratification of your Hon [orable] 
Body. 

Anson Jones, Minister Plenipotentiary near the Gov[ernmen]t of 
the United States. 

Geo. W. Hockley, Secretary of War. 
C. S. Taylor, Commissioner to run the boundary line between this 

Republic and the United States. 
John Willis, Consul of the Republic for the Dep[artmen]t of the 

"Bouches du Rhone," to take effect when a commercial treaty 
shall have been entered into between the Gov'[ernmen]t of ,Texas 
and France. 

A. S. Thruston, Attorney General. 
1The secret journals of the third congress here printed are found in a 

manuscript volume, containing the secret journals of the third, fourth, 
fifth and sixth congresses. This volume in some manner not know:a was 
lost from the archives of Texas. Fortunately it was recovered by the 
late C. Arthur Williams, of Washington, D. C., and by him presented to 
the State Library. The Houston Post of June 29, 1906, stated that 
"this ancient volume was found among some old papers in the archives 
at Washington and was placed in the hands of Judge Seth Shepard, who 
decided that the State of Texas was the proper custodian." Letters from 
Hon. W. J. Clay, commissioner of agriculture, insurance, statistics and his~ 
tory, to Judge Seth Shepard and to Mr. C. Arthur Williams. acknowledging 
receipt of this valuable gift, show that Mr. Williams was the donor and 
Judge Shepard the transmitter. 

The secret journals of the third congress embrace thirty-two un­
numbered folio pages. This journal is a revision of the secretary of the 
senate's rough minutes; some of the latter are preserved among the 
papers of the third congress. The task of revising and copying the jour­
nals into this volume was performed by the secretary; see the resolu­
tion adopted on January 24, 1839; the handwriting, too, indicates this. 
There is some evidence in the journal that the work was done some time 
after the adjournment of the third congress, perhaps after the removal 
of the seat of government to Austin. 

'The copy of the message here printed has been compared with a:ad 
made to conform to the original. 
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W'-. G. Cook•. Quart .. r :O.Ia..t.•r Gt•no·nl. 
Gto. W. Po,. St""k l"orumi,...iun•·r. 
~ Tob!l. l'nnAul for tho• l"'rt nf :'\~.- Orleatu_ 
Georg• IAfft. Llistriet .\ttom•·:r Snn .\nltUSlint> 
Joltrt Hubtrl, Tlilllriet .\ttnmo·~· :'\ao-og.lot-h"" 
.-tlu Horlcnt, CoU ... ·tnr lliAt[rirt 1 of~~~ .\nj.!11Atint' 
Jolt• SltiJt"(H., :'\ota~· l'uhlic l'nrt nf \'~IIIJI('() 

B. D. Joltru011, :'\utary Publit• l'ort of tiah·e-oton 
T~OfftiU Houwy. :'\nta~· l'ubli•· uf ~lat".:orda 
Jolt• ~lltz .\'tfi'IOA<I4, :'\ulary Publie of Jlouston. 
W'. l'otrfu tJrvy. :'\ota~· l'ublit• of llulllitun. 
II. L. Cookt, l'hu•f .J n•llr<•. l'uulll,\' Mot~nla. 
L1f•llller W rill, l'nomoted h> ( 'uluof'l .,f t'a\·alry. 
Balplt Ktllog, Cuu.IIUI for l'ort of Boston, t". S . .\ . 
.\'olltiJNirl .bwry, ~ .. ·tary of l.ot'l:lltion near thl' Gov[.muaenJL 

of thl" l'nitt'tl Stall"' in plft<•t· of Fairfax Cattlet l"eeiped 
Sam BoutoD 

On motion nf :O.Ir. Burton th~y were laid on tbl' table UDtil third 
Mondn of l>l'ermbt•r Htll!. which wu adoptrJ 

llr. En•ritt p1'1'Aident pro !Pm! pore 1 oulfgt>«Ud to the SeDate (dw 
need) of tht' Stoeretaryw notifying th .. Ex~utive of tht> -e. the 
Seert'tary wu inrtru .... ted :wroniingly 

On motion of :\lr. Wharton lht> doors wo·re l't'Op('DOO 

Executive Dep(artmm]t 
Texas 

To the Honorable Cooll"t'M. 
Gent[lemen] 

(November 19, 1838] 

City of BOIIItGI 
16 NoY 1888' 

The Exeeuti\'<' feels it his duty to communicate to your Boll[CJIIIo 
able] Body, that since the last -'on of Congreae thf' Hoo[onble) 
Jnmt'fl Collin~worth. Chi .. ( JuKtit'<' of tht' Rt>publie, d~eued, u4 
rendered it nee~· for the Executive to make a pro tn.(por~] 
appointment. whil'h wBS !'ODf.-rrl'd upon the Hon[orablej John Bird­
sall. 11nd bas tbe honor now to eommunieate tht> faeta to your BOD[CJillo 
able) Body that it mny adopt 11uch ft(."tioh, u ita reuon ma7 clir&et: 

Sam BOlllloa 

0n motion of ~fr. \\"'barton it WU likewise laid On the table UDdl 
the third Monday of Dec [ember 1 1838. 

Mr. Wil80n moVf'd that tht' injun«"tion of ~·Of the proeeed-

'Bee DOle 2 &boYe. 
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ing on a former date in relation to the nominations be removed 
canied. 

The doors wrre reopened 

Senate Hall 
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5th Dec 1839 [sic] 
Secret Session. 
The doors being closed, the Senate went into secret session upon 

a Message' from the president reporting a communication from 
Sam[ue]l Williams one of the Commissioners of the loan and one of 
the acting navy agents. i\Ir. Burton moved that the letters and con­
tract be referred to a special committee of five 

On motion of Mr. Burton the Senate appointed the committee viz. 
Wharton, Burton. Barnet, ,Jones, and Everitt, who were instructed 
to report as soon as possible 

l\lr. Burlemn moved the Senate adjourn till 10 o'clock Monday 
the lOth inst[ant). 

Mr. Everitt and Mr. Wharton offered resolutions on the above 
subject which were lost.' 

Doors reopened 

4The message and the communication have not been found. The con­
tract between F. Dawson and Samuel Williams, dated November 13, 
1838, for the purchase of six vessels for the Texas navy, is printed in 
Appendix to the Journals of the House of Representatives, 5 Cong., pp. 202· 
204. 

1The proceedings, briefly referred to in this sentence, are given in full 
in "Rough minutes Secret Session 5th Dec 1838." They are as follows: 

"Mr Everitt moved at the last sessio:a Mr Williams be withdrawn as 
Commissioner to negotiate the Loan. The President considers it not 
withdrawn 

"Mr Everitt moved, 
"Resolved, That the President be respectfully requested to communi­

cate to the Senate the causes that have induced him to withhold from 
the Senate a nomination of some suitable person to fill the place of 
Commissioner for negociating the five million loat;t, i:a place of Sam M. 
Williams who the Senate consented to be withdrawn from nomination at 
the last session of the senate. 

"Col[onel] Wharton's substitute 
"Resolved That the senate having learnt not officially but from the 

public newspapers that Sam[ue]l M Williams who was nominated by the 
President as commissioner of the loan at the last session and rejected 
by the Senate has been appointed by the President commissioner in 
the recess of Senate, the Senate therefore conceive that the subsequent 
appointment of s[ai]d Williams as commissioner is directly contrary to 
the constitution and is therefore nun and void from the beginning. 

"Further Resolved That the Senate conceive that the c'ODstitution has 
been ,.iolated by the President inasmuch as he has not within ten days 
communicated to the Senate his appointment of Sam M Williams as 
commissioner etc etc 

"Judge Ellis moved that a special committee of three be appointed to 
report relative to the appointment of Sam Williams · 

"On motion of Mr. Burleso:a the Senate adjour·ned until Monday morn .. 
lng 10 o'clock" • 
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[December 10,7 1838] 
The Senate resolved itself into secret session on a communication 

from the Executive viz. 

Executive Dep [artmen]t 
'I'exas 

To the Ron [ orable] Senate, 
Gent[lemen] 

City of Houston 
lOth Dec. 1838' 

In accordance with a resolution of the Senate of the 21st ult[im] o 
respecting the foreign relations of the Republic, I transmit a report 
from the Secretary of State, and the documents which accompany it.• 

It will be found of the most satisfactory character, and evinces 
the most conclusi\·e evidence of the labors, as well as the ability and 
capacity of the Ron [ orable] Sec [ retar] y of State. 

Sam Houston 

On motion of 1\Ir. Wharton they were laid on the table. for the 
present. 

Mr. Kendrick moved that the doors be reopened. carried. 

Senate Hall 11th Dec 1838 
Joint session of both Houses of Congress in secret session for [elect­

ing a] Chief Justice 
On motion of Col [ onel] Cooke Jolin A Wharton waa nominated 

for the same 
On motion of Mr. Kaufman Gen[era]l T. J. Rusk waa put in 

nomination. 
On motion of :Mr. Barnet Judge Birdsall was put in nomination 
On motion of Mr. Holmes Judge Franklin was put in nomination 
A difference of opinion arose between the Senators and Representa-

tives when Mr. Ellis moved the Senate to withdraw from the 
House carried unanimously 

On motion of Mr. Everitt, 

Secret Session 
12th Dec 1838 

Resolved that the nominations and resignations now before the Sen­
ate be submitted to the President• for consideration and to enable him 
to fill vacancies and make new appointments if necessary. 

Carried and the Secretary instructed to leave with the President 
said documents. 

doors reopened. 
'See note 2 above. 
'The report and the documents referred to have not .been ldenUIIed. 
'M. B. Lamar succeded Sam Houston as president of the Republic of 

Texas on December 10, 1888. 
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[December 13, 1838] 
Executive Department 

Houston 13th Dec 1838' 
'l'o the Honorable 

,'l'he Senate 
Gentlemen 

I take pleasure in nominating the following Gentlemen as my Cab­
inet Officers-and respectfully request your confirmation of the ap­
pointments. 

Barnard E Bee, Sec [ retary] of State. 
Algernon S. Johnson,' 0 Sec[retary] of War. 
Memucan Hunt, Sec[retary] of Navy. 
Richard G. Dunlap Sec[retary] of the Trea[sur]y. 
John C Watrous Attorney General. 

Yours respectfully, 
Mirabeau B. Lamar. 

'l'he Senate then took up the nominations individually 
Barnard E Bee Sec [retary] of State confirmed unanimously 
A S Johnson Sec[retary] of War confirmed unanimously 
Mr. Wharton moved to lay on the table the nomination of the 

Sec [retary] of the Navy until the act then under consideration in 
the Senate uniting the War and Navy Dep[artmen]ts was dispatched 
with. Mr. Greer opposed the same. 

Mr. Burton moved that the strength of the House be put on laying 
the nomination on the table which resulted as follows those who voted 
in the affirmative [were] Messrs Dunn, Jones, Stroud, Wharton, Wil­
son-5 In the negative Barnet, Burleson, Burton. Ellis, Everitt, 
Greer, Kendrick, Seguin 8 Motion Lost, --

So [the vote on the confirmation of] Memucan Hunt Sec[retary] 
of the Navy resulted as follows, in the Affirmative [were] Messrs 
Barnet, Burl~son, Burton, Everitt, Ellis, Greer, Jones, Kendrick, 
Seguin, Stroud, and Wharton 11 in the negative Wilson (and] Dunn 
2, Confirmed 

Richard Dunlap as Sec [ retar] y of the Treasury considerable 
argument ensued. Mr. Dunn stated some facts relative to Gen[era]l 
Dunlap upon which l\lr. Everitt motioned that the nomination lay 
on the table for the present at the ~arne time appointing a committee 
to enquire into the charges alledged 

Mr. Burton introduced the following Resolution 'l'hat a commit­
tee of four be appointed to enquire into the nature of the charges 
preferred against Gen[era]l Dunlap by the Senator from R~fugio, 

'See note 2 above. 
"Albert Sidney Johnston. 

11-Lib. 
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and that said committee have power to send for persons and papers 
Messrs. Burton, Ellis, Everitt and Dunn were appointed said com­

mittee. 
J no C Watrous, Attorney Gen [era) I confirmed unanimously 
On motion of Col[onel) Wharton the Secretary was instructed to 

inform the president of the fate of the foregoing nomination. 
1\lr. Everitt moved that the injunction of secrecy be. removed so 

far as relates to the nominations confirmed this day Carried. 
doors reopened 

Senate Hall Secret Session 
14th Dec. 1839 [sic] 

Mr. Burton chairman of the com1nittee on the investigation of 
charges against Gen[era]I Dunlap, reported that the committee had 
performed their duty and find the charges unfounded in fact, and 
that during the investigation the conduct of General Dunlap was 
brought to light which evinced trait• of a noble character and that 
General Dunlap is a gentleman well worthy the confidence of the 
Senate. 

The Special Committee• to whom was referred the charges against 
the conduct and character of Genl. R S Dunlap ask leave to report 

'l'hat they have in secret session investigated the whole matter and 
find the charges not founded on facts but that in the progress of 
the investigation traits of character on the part of Genl. Dunlap were 
developed highly honorable to him as a man and a gentleman. 

Your Committee are of opinion that fthe] character of Genl. Dun­
lap is tmimpeachable and that he is worthy of the entire confidence 
of your honorable body. Accompanying this report is a copy of the. 

· evidence elicited in the progress of the investigation•• 
Respectfully 

I W Burton Ch[airman] 
Special Com[mit]tee 

Mr. Dunn protested against the report. also against the proceedings 
of the committee 

Report concurred in 
On motion of Mr. Ellis the nomination of General Dunlap as 

Sec[retar]y of the Treasury was confirmed. the ayes and noes stand­
ing thus, Affirmative Messrs Barnet, Burleson, Burton, Ellis, Everitt, 
Greer, Jones, Kendrick, Seguin, Stroud, Wharton, Wilson, 12 Neg­
ative Dunn, 1. 

Mr. Everitt moved that the injunction bf secrecy be removed 
carried 

'This report Ia among the Papers of the Third Congress. 
''The evidence referred to as submitted with this report baa not b.a 

found. 
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The See[retar]y was instn1cted to inform the President of the 
result 

Doors reopened. 

Executive Dep [artmen] t 
Texas 

Senate Hall Secret Session 
21st Dec. 1838 

City of Houston 
21st Dec. 183811 

To the Honorable the President and Gentlemen of the Senate, 
I have the honor to nominate William T Austin as Collector of 

the Public Revenue fol' the Dis! [ rict] of Brazos, at the Port of 
Velasco. 

l\Iirabeau B. Lamar . 
.l\Ir Wharton moved that the nomination be confirmed, carried 

uwminwusly 
l\Ir ,Jones moved that the injunction of secrecy be removed. car­

t-ied 
Doors being reopened 

Executive Dep [ artmen] t 
,Texas 

To the Honorable, the Senate: 

Senate Hall Secret Session 
[26th? Dec. 1838.] 

City of Houston 
24th Dec. 1838" 

The Executive presents to the Senate the following names for their 
consideration and action. 

James Hamilton, Commissioner of Loans. 
Austin Bryan, Secretary of Legation to the United State,. 
William Bryan, Consul at New Orleans. 
Thos. L. Hamilton, Consul at Charleston, So[uth] C[arolina] 
With equal pleasure he nominates Doctor Willis Roberts as Col­

lector of the Customs at Port of Galveston. This Gentleman has 
been intimately known to the President, for twenty five years, as a 
man of science, literature, and unblemished reputation, and he will 
be happy to have it in his power to avail himself of the services 
of one so worthy of public confidence 

Mirabeau B. Lamar. 

The Senate went into secret session on the nominations made by 
the Executive. 

Mr. Seguin introduced a resolution that the Senate consider Mr. 

usee note 2 above. 
"Ibid. 
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R Wilson arrested until the decision of the Senate is made known, 
ayes and noes being called for affirmative Mr. President, Bamet, 

Burleson, Kendrick, Greer, Seguin, Stroud, Wharton, 8. Negative 
Burton, Dunn 2 carried. 

Mr. Everitt moved that the injunction of secrecy be removed 
Doors reopened 

26th Dee. 1838 
3 0 clDek 

Doors being closed, the orders of the day, the nominations of the 
President were taken up. 

James Hamilton [who] was nominated for the office of Commis­
aioner of Loans [was] confirmed. 

Austin Bryan Sec[retary] of Legation to U[nited] S[tates] con-
firmed 

Wm Bryan Consul at N[ew] O[rleans] confirmed 
Thos. L. Hamilton Consul at Charleston confirmed 
Dr Roberts as Collector at Galveston 
Mr. Dunn enquired if Mr. Roberts was a citizen when Dr ~eritt 

asked leave for a few moments when he returned with the following 
certificate 

"It comes within my knowledge that Dr. Willis Roberts arrived in 
this country more than six months ago and declared himself a citi-
zen of the Republic · 

26th Dec. 1838 Signed M B Lamar 

Ayes and Noes being called for stood as follows President pro. tam, 
Barnet, Burleson, Burton, Greer,· Jones, Kendrick, Seguin, .Stroud, 
Wharton 10 in the affirmative. Dunn 1 Negative confirmed. 

Senate Hall Secret Seuion 
7th January 1839 

A Bill to confirm the contract for the purchase of a Steam Vessel, 
with amendments, 

Mr Everitt moved the concurrence of the Senate in the amendment 
made by the Bouse of Representative. concurred in 

Executive Dep[artmen]t 
Texas, 

I have the honor to nominate 

City of Houston 
January 7th"18991• 

Silas Dinsmore, Chief Justice Matagorda Co[unty]. 
P. 0. Lumpkin Chief Justice Houston Co[unty]. 
0 See note 2 above. 
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.Joh.u Sharp :\otary Public Valasco. 
Daniel .] Toler Xotary Public Washington. 
Wm II Dangerfield :\otary Public Bexar. 
J W Byrne Collector of the Customs at .-\rransas . 
• John D. ~!orris District Attorney Bexar. 
0. P. Kelton Notary Public Galveston . 
. \nd respectfully request the Senate's contirmation. 
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~Iirabeau B. Lamar 

Tbe nominations of the president were taken up 
On motion the Chief Justiceship of Matagorda be laid ou the table 

till called up. carried 
On motion of :llr E,·eritt the nominations of the !'resident was 

laid on the tahle until tomorrow. carried 

Senate Hall Secret Session 
8th January 1889 

Senate went into secret session 
The nominations of the President was taken up 
P. 0 Lumpkin Chief ,Justice Houston Co [ unt] y Laid on the 

table until called up 
john Sharp Xotary Public Velasco 
Daniel Toler Notary Public Washington 
Wm H Daingerfield :\otar~· Public Bexar 
0. P. Kelton Xo1<1r~· Public Galveston 
John D :llorris" District Att[orne]y Bexar 
All of whom were <·onfirmed 
.J. W. Byme,, Collector of the Customs Arransas 
after considers ble debate as to the eligibility of l\Ir Byrne, he 

was rejected on account of non residence. 
l\Ir. Greer moved that the injunction of secrecy be removed and 

that the Sec [ retar l y be instructed to inform the Executive of the 
same. 

adjourned 

Executive Dep[artmen]t 
Texas 

To the Honorable, the Senate 
and House of Representatives: 

City of Houston 
Jan[uar]y lOth 183911 

The accompanying communication from the Secretary of the Treas­
ury is submitted to Congress, for such action, as may be deemed ad­
visable in reference to it. by that Honorable Body. The proposed 

uThe name of John D Morris District Attorney for Bexar is an addi­
tion to the list made with pencil. 

10See note 2 above. 



122 SECRET JOURNALS OF THE SENATE 

loan, it is true, is upon conditions which under ordinary circumstan­
ces would be regarded as too onerous for acceptance, but when the 
present condition of the Country is considered, the Executive enter­
tains the hope that Congress will perceive benefits that must result 
from its immediate negociation, which will be more than equivalent 
to the burthens it imposes, and which at a crisis like this, should not 
be permitted to pass unimproved. An army of sufficient force to put 
a speedy, and final end to the savage warfart which is now waging on 
our border, is imperatively demanded by the sufferings of our Citi­
zens, and must he furnished; but in the present impoverished condi­
tion of the Treasury, it is certain that it cannot be supplied, except 
upon terms which will be much more injurious to the Country, than 
those now offered. 

We have but two modes of raising money for the support of war 
-the one by loan, and the other by Government issues. The inade­
quacy of the latter system to meet the exigency of the times, is obvious 
to the mind of the Executive. A further expansion of our promis­
sory notes cannot fail to reduce them to comparative worthlessness, 
and seriously to affect the general character and credit of the nation. 
It remains for us to look to foreign loans, as the only safe and cer­
tain method of meeting and sustaining the burthens of our military 
operations. I· therefore advise the acceptance of the present pPO­
posed loan, as onerous as the terms may seem to be, as the only means 
of supplying our immediate necessities, and pressing demands fo:r 
money. 

The importance of keeping the burthensome character of the ne­
gociation a secret for th~ present, will suggest itself to the prudence 
of the Honorable Congress. 

To his Excellency 
The President 

Sir 

Mirabeau B. Lamar. 

:rreasury Department 
Houston Jany 9 183911 

I have the honor to submit to your Excellency the following propo­
sition for a loan. It is proposed to give this Government two hun­
dred and eighty five thousand dollars, in the notes of a specie paying 
Bank and checks on the North, for the bonds of the Government for 
five hundred thousand dollars, bearing eight per cent interest per 
annum payable semiannually, the bonds to fall due ten years from 
the first of this month. 

The bank that issued the notes offered, is one of large capital and 
of decided character and credit, and its paper and the checks will be 

•'L. B. 
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equal to gold and silver. The money is now in the City of Houston 
ready to be paid to the Government. 

The incidents connected with the past and present call for relief 
without delay, against those high emergencies, that are bearing down 
and oppressing every interest, and all the relations of the Republic, 
nothing but a correct knowledge of the actual condition of things is 
wanting to urge every patriot and ,tatesman to plead the necessity, 
value and importance of a speedy loan. The sacrifice to be made 
may be a matter for an honest difference of opinion. But this is a 
~acrifice. which older and more powerful nations had to make while 
stmggling for the principles of self rule and independence. 

Peace, order and the basis of a Nation's prosperity, must first be 
firmly established before confidence w1ll strengthen and ripen into 
an unimpaired credit. The Promissory notes of the Government are 
not worth more than fifty cents on the Dollar. 'l'he large issue which 
for the want of a loan, that the late administration had to make, is 
beginning to be felt at home and abroad, and is gradually affecting 
the value of the paper. The audited paper and ten per cent stock 
of the Government is only worth in market from thirty to thirty three 
cents on the dollar-what is to raise the value of our paper, our 
stock, and our credit-protection to the citizens, protection to the­
emigrant. The Country must be first peopled, and their time must be 
employed in developing the rich and ample resources of the Republic, 
before prosperity and its incidental attendant Credit, shall shed 
abroad over this favored laud its genial rays of promise and plenty. 
While the time of the citizen is occupied in guarding his family and 
his home, kept on the watch and agitated with daily alarm, emigTation 
will be stayed, and every interest of the Country must wither and 
decay, every obligation of the Government be violated, ruin and not 
credit will follow such a timid, suicidal and parsimonious policy. 

The indian war which is now raging with great annoyance, must 
soon assume a broader and larger operation upon the whole frontier,­
this will require expenditures for things indispensable, which must 
be purchased in the United States. The contemplated loan from 
England cannot be effected within less time than some four or six 
months. 

If an issue of the promissory notes shall be allowed by law to meet 
the present imperative demands of the Republic, a ruinous deprecia­
tion in its value will be the result. 

The history of a paper circulation (not based upon gold or silver 
coin) proves conclusively, that when the amount exceeds the demand 
required for the productive labor of the Country, that a consequent 
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depreciation ha.s ever and will continue to occur in proportion to the 
demand and the excess. 

The present attitude and conditions of things, forces conviction 
upon the reflecting, that the commerce of the Republic for a few 
years, cannot be based upon productive labor, the source of every 
nation's wealth. The consequenc.e is irresistable, that this state of 
thing;;, which can only be remedied by time, population, and im­
provement, will draw money from the nation and keep it drained and 
exhausted. This must continue to depress the value of our paper. 

A revulsion can only take place when Texas shall become large. 
exporters of the rich products of her own soil. 

This view of the subject suggests this que>tion for consideration. 
and decision-Shall the Government submit to the large diacount on 
her bonds as proposed, and relieve its paper from a farther and ruin­
ous depreciation, and obtain the means to satisfy the commanding 
wants of the country for present defence, or shall she trust longer to 
hope, leave things to take care of themselves, and waste the blood of 
her citizens upon a cold calculation and a sure system of econt>my, 
which after the lap,e of a few months will enable the Government 
without doubt to make a better bargain. 

These hasty remarks made under the ,influence of that feeling, 
which has ever taught me to believe that the waste of treasure was but 
trash, ct>mpared with the waste of the property, the life and the liberty 
of the Citizens of a nation, are respectfully submitted to your Excel-
lency's consideration. · 

I have the honor to be Very respectfully 
Your obt Servt 

R. G. Dunlap 
Sec[retar]y of Treasury. 

Referred to a special committee Messrs Everitt, Jones and Bnr­
leson" · 

Senate Chamber Secret Session 
12th January 1839 

Joint Reaolution. 
Resolved tJ?.at the President be and he is hereby autht>rized to b!ive 

negotiated One Million of the Five Million loan heretofore auth~ 
on the best terms that can be procured, ~h~ bon$ fll.f, ~-.!11Ml¥1·tilr 
be signed by the president and Sec[reta.r]y of the Treasury, ~~ 
thing in the act of the 16th of May 1838 to the contrary notllrith­
standing. . ' 

Read first time-rule suspended on motion Mr Everitt. ~ 
"Endorsement on original message of the President. 
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second time and [an] motion of Wm. H Wharton indefinitely post­
poned 

On motion of Mr. Burton 

Sena.te Chamber Secret Session 
12th January 1839 

Resolved by the Senate that as the constitutional advisers of the 
Executive they feel it their duty to say to him that their refusal to 
act upon the proposition for a loan presented to the Senate through 
the Secretary of the Treasury was predicated upon the belief that 
such action would have been injurious to our financial credit abroad 
and productive of but slight benefits at home. That the Senate are 
not warranted'" that a crisis has arrived which demands such a" 
sacrifice and: that one may arise demanding a still greater and it 
is with a view of emi,bling the executive to meet such exigencies 
that they have consented to the passage of the Resolution of the 
- inst[ant] fully trusting the confidence they have so liberally re­
posed in the Executive will be as patriotically sustained by that officer 

On motion of Mr. Greer laid on the table. 
Mr. Everitt from the committee· to whom was referred the commu­

nication of the President in relation to Loans made a report by bill, 
to which Mr. Wharton offered a sub<titute which was also rejected. 

l\1r Burton moved that the committee to whom was referred the 
communication of· the President made [make!] a Report by recom­
mending the passage of a joint resolution authorizing the President 
to negotiate One Million of the Five Million loan bill. 

Mr. Everitt moved the suspension of the rule at which Mr. Dunn 
opposed the too hasty passage of bills. 

Ayes and nays being called for, those in the affirmative were Bur­
leson, Burton, Barnet, Everitt, Jones, Greer, Kendrick, Seguin and 
Wharton. In the negative Dunn-one-Lost. rul~ suspended read 
second ti:me--ru)e further susp [en de] d. read third time and passed. 

Everitt moved that the doors be opened. carried. 

Senate Chamber 
14th January 1839 

Mr. Burton from the committee to whom was referred the commu­
nication of the President made a Report by Joint Resolution as fol­
lows, 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives that the 
President be and he is hereby authorized to 'have negotiated not ex­
ceeding One Million or' dollars of the bonds of this Government on 

"The rough or first draft of Mr. Burton's resolution varies from the 
copy in the secret journal in two important instances; for the word 
"warranted" the word "unaware·~ is used, and for the expression "such 
a" the word "some" is used. 
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the best terms that can be procured. Said bonds to be signed by the 
President and countersigned by the Secretary of the ,Treasury and 
made payable at such time and place and in such currency as the 
contracting parties may agree upon, anything in the loan bill of 
the 16th May 1838 to the contrary notwithstanding. 

Be it further resolved that the President be and he is hereby au­
thorized and required forthwith or as soon as practicable to instruct 
the co~issioners of the loan authorized by Act of Congress dated 
16th May 1838 to limit their operations under that law to the sum 
of Three Millions of Dollars. 

Mr. Everitt moved that the rules be susp[ende]d and the Joint 
Resol[utio]n pass to a second reading, carried The rple was fur­
ther [suspended, the Joint Resolution] passed to a third reading and 
passed its final passage unaniml:>usly. 

On motion of Mr. Kendrick the doors were opened. 

To the Hon[ora]ble Senate 
The President nominates 
Matthew Caldwell 811 0aptain. 

Senate Chamber 
15th Jan. 1839 

City of Houston 
Executive Dept 15 Jany 39 

James Campbell as First Lieutenant and 
C. C. Colly as Second Lieutenant of the Company of Rangers to 

be raised under a special law for the defense of Goliad, and requesta 
the Senate's confirmation. 

Signed Mirabeau B Lamar 

[The Senate] resolved itself into secret session on the m-.ge of 
his Excellency nominating officers for the Ranging Service. the nomi­
ations were taken up 

Capt[ain] M. Caldwell, carried.• 
Jas. Campbell First Lieut[enant], carried! 
C. C. Colley Second Lieut[enant], carried.• 
Mr. Wharton presented the Petition of Nathaniel ToWlii8Dd the 

Consul at New Orleans which was read and on motion of Mr. Greer 
it was indefinitely postponed 

The injunction of secrecy was removed and the doom opea.ecl 

'That ·ts, confirmed. 
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Executive Department 
Texas. 

To the Hon [ora] ble Senate 
lHr President and Gentlemen 

Senate Chamber Secret Session 
16th Jan'y 
City of Houston 

16th January 183918 

I take much pleasure in making the following nominations and 
respectfully ask the Senate's confirmation of the same 

Asa Brigham, Treasurer 
John G. Welshmyer, First Auditor" 
J. W Moody, Second Auditor'0 

James W. Sinnnons, Comptroller 
James Morgan, Navy Agent 
Samuel Hughes, Collector of the Revenue for the Port of Arransas. 
G. W. Collingsworth, Collector of Revenue for the Port of Mata-

gorda 
Mirabeau B. Lamar. 

Mr. Wharton moved a suspension of the rule requiring the commu­
nications of the Executive to lay on the table one day be suspended 
and that they go into the confirmation of the nominations-which was 
carried. 

Asa Brigham, Treasurer, Confirmed 
J G W elshmyer, Second Auditor, 2° Confirmed 
J. W. Moody, First Auditor, '° Confirmed 
J. W. Sinnnons Controller, Confirmed 
Jas Morgan Navy Agent, Confirmed 
Mr. Wharton moved the nomination of Mr. Hughes as Collector of 

the Revenues at the Port of Aransas lay on the table until the infor­
mation be had inquiring as to Mr. Hughes residence in the Republic 
carried. 

Mr. Kendrick moved that Mr. Geo. W. Collinsworth's nomination 
as Collector of the Revenue at the Port of Matagorda be confirmed­
carried, unanimously con£ [ irme] d 

Mr. Wharton offered a Joint Resolution authorizing the. President 
to purchase certain vessels viz. 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives in Congress 
assembled that the President be requested to require of the Minister 
of this Republic at Washington to open a negotiation with the diplo­
matic representation of France for the purpose of purchasing the 
whole or part of the fleet which France has lately captured from 
Mexico an:d that the President is hereby authorized to pay for said 

"See note 2 above. 
"The discrepancy between the nominations and the confirmation exists in 

the original documents. 
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fleet out of any money heretofore appropriated for the purpose of a 
navy. 

On motion of Mr. Everitt the rule was suspended read a second· 
tim&-rule further suspended read a third time and passed unani­
mously. 

Mr. Wharton moved that the committee on Foreign Relations be 
required to call on the President and gain information respecting the 
withdrawal of the proposition for Annexation to the U[nited] 
S [ tates ]. Carried · 

On motion of Mr. Dunn the doors were opened 

Senate Chamber Secret Session 
17th January 1839 

On motion of Mr. Everitt the nomination of Mr. Sam '1 Hughes 
Collector at the Port of Aransas was confirmed. 

Owing to the Joint Resolution passed by the Senate on the 14th 
inst [ant] and rejected by the House of Representatives, the Senate 
took up the Bill that originated in the House of Representatives. 

On the motion of Mr. Everitt the bill authorizing the President to 
negotiate a One Million loan was read second time and [on] motion of 
Harvey Kendrick the rule requiring biBs to lay on the table one 
day be suspended, carried and the bill passed to its third and last 
reading ... 

Executive De[partment] 
Texas 

To the Honorable the Senate 
Mr. President and Gentlemen 

I take pleasure in nominating, 
Edward Burleson, for Colonel, 

Senate Chamber (Secret Session) 
23rd J anua.ey 1839 

City of Houston 
Jan 'y 23rd 1839" 

WilliamS. Fisher for Lieut[enant] Colonel, 
P. S. Wyatt for Major of Frontier Regiment, 

and respectfully request your confirmation of the same. 

Executive Repartment 
Texas 

To the Senate 
The President nominates 

Mirabeau B. Lamar. 

City of Houston 
23rd Janua.ey, 183911 

"The act Is printed In Gammel, Lawr of Te:rar, II U-66. 
"See note 2 above. 
"lblrl. 
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H, 0, Watts, Collector of the Port of La Bacca, 
R C, Doom, Collector of th~ Port of Sabine Pass, 
Thos. Harvey Xotary Public for Matagorda. 

1:!9 

Wm. Fairfax Gray, and Sam 'I A. Hoberts .:\otaries Public for 
Harrisburg County and respectfully asks the Senates confirmation, 

~Iirabeau B. Lamar 

On motion of Mr. Wharton the nominations of the President were 
taken up. 

Edward Burleson, Colonel-the ayes ,md nays were railed for and 
which resulted as follows 

For the nomination Messrs Barnet, Burton, Ellis, Everitt, Greer, 
Jones, Kendrick, Stroud, 8. Negative 1\Iessrs. Wharton and Wil­
son 2. So Ilk Burleson's nomination was confirmed. 

Wm. S. Fisher, Lieutenant Col[onel] 
Ayes and nays being called for resulted as follows in the affirma­

tive Messrs. Barnet, Burton, Ellis, Everitt, Greer, Jones, Kendrick, 
Wharton and Wilson 9. in the negative Messrs. Dunn and Stroud 2 
so the nomination of Wm S Fishrr was confirmed. 

P. L. Wyatt, as Major, confirmed. 
H. 0. Watts Collector of Revenue La Bacca confirmed, 
R. C. Doom Coli [ ecto] r of Revenue of Sabine confirmed 
Thos Harvey Notary Public Matagorda confirmed. 
Wm. Fairfax Gray Notary Public Harrisburg C[ount]y confirmed. 
Sam 'l Roberts Notary Public Harrisburg County confirmed 
The ayes and nays being called for resulted as follows in the 

affirmative Barnet, Burton, Dunn, Ellis, Everitt, Greer, Jones, Ken­
drick and Wharten 9 in the negative Messrs. Seguin, Stroud and 
Wilson so the Mr. Roberts nomination was confirmed, 

Mr. Kendrick moved that the nomination of Silas Dinsmore for 
Chief Justice of Matagorda and 0. P. Lumpkin for Chief Justice of 
Houston co[unt]y which were laid on the table be taken up and 
acted on. carried. 

Silas Dinsmore Chief Justice of Matagorda C [ount]y confirmed. 
0. P. Lumpkin Chief Justice of Houston County confirmed. 
On motion of Mr. Wilson the doors were opened. 

To the Hon[ora]ble Senate 

Senate Chamber 
24th January 1839. 

Executive Department 
24th January 1839" 

The President nominates J. Heily as Cpmmissioner to neg'?ciate the 
~see note 2 above. 
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aale of One Million of the Bonds of the Government, under the 
Executive instruction in accordance with loan bill of 22nd inst[ant] 

Mirabeau B. Lamar. 

On motion of Mr. Burton Mr. Reily's appoint[ment]· was taken 
up and confirmed same day by the Senate in secret session. 

Executive Dep[artmen]t 
Texas 

City of Houston 
24th Jan 'y 1839 

To the Hon.[ora]ble Senate 
The President respectfully asks the Senate's confirmation 

following nominations for the frontier Regiment 
Wm D Redd Captain 
Adam Clendennin Captain 
H W Davis Capt[ain] 
John Holiday Captain 
J. C. P. Kenneymore First Lieutenant 
P. J. Pillans First Lieutenant 
Wm. Kerley First Lieutenant 
--- Goodall First Lieutenant 
Geo W Palmer Second Lieutenant" 
W. Hufton Second Lieutenant 
J. S. Sutton Second Lieutenant 
Wm. Redfield Second Lieutenant 
John Brown Second Lieutenant 

of the 

(Signed) Mirabeau B'. Lamar. 

,The Senate resolved itself into secret session on the nomination& 
for the officers of the Frontier Regiment, viz 

W D Redd Captain confirmed 
Adam Clendenin Captain confirmed 
H W Davis Captain confirmed 
John Holiday Captain confirmed 
J. C. P. Kenneymore First Lieutenant confirmed 
P. J. Pillans First Lieutenant confirmed 
Wm Kerley First Lieutenant confirmed 
--- Goodall First Lieutenant confirmed 
Geo W Palmer First Lieutenant confirmed28 

W Hufton Second Lieutenant confirmed 
J. S. Sutton Second Lieutenant confirmed 
Wm. Redfield Second Lieutenant confirmed 
John Brown Second Lieutenant confirmed 

•see note ·20. p. 127. 
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Mr. Burton offered the following Resolution in relation to the 
Secretary of the Senate 

Resolved that it shall be the duty of the Secretary of the Senate 
that he shall preserve carefully the papers, documents and other 
articles belonging to the Senat6 he shall have the journals legibly 
and correctly recorded he shaH also keep a journal of the secret 
session to which none shall have access but the members of Congress 
whose proceedings they are he shaH arrange the papers so that they 
may be easily referred to and shall superintend the printing of the 
same 

Resolved that the said officer shall receive his pay on the certificate 
from the Sec [ retary] of State which shall be sufficient evidence for 
the auditor to audit the same. 

Read first time 24th Jan[uar]y. On motion of Mr. Jones rule sus­
p [en de] d Read second time 24th Jan [ uar] y Rule further sus­
pended Read third time and passed 24th Jan[uar]y. 

The injunction of secrecy was removed 
And on motion of Mr. Wharton the doors were opened. 

Finale of the Secret Journals for the Third Congress First Ses· 
aion 1838 and 1839 
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Roll of Senators 

George W. Barnett, for District of Washington and Montgomery. 

Isaac W. Burton, for District of Nacogdoches and Houston. 

John Dunn, for District of Goliad, Refugio and San Patricio. 

Richard Ellis, for District of Red River and Fannin. 

Stephen H. Everitt, for District of Jasper and Jefferson. 

James Gaines, for the District of Shelby, Sabine and Harrison. 

John A. Greer, for District of San Augustine. 

Anson Jones, for District of Brazoria. 

Oliver Jones, for District of Austin, Colorado and Fort Bend. 

Harvey Kendrick, for District of Matag~rda, Jackson and Victoria. 

James S. Lester, for District of Fayette, Bastrop and Gonzales. 

Francis Moore, for District of Harris, l;iberty and Galveston. 

Juan N. Seguin, for District of Bexar. 

Benoni Stroud, for District of Milam and Robertson. 

Officers of the Senate 

David G. Burnet, Vice President. 

John D. McLeod, Secretary. 

Algernon Thompson, Assistant Secretary. 



FOURTH CO?\GRESS 

Secret J ounwls of.• The Fourth C(}ngrcss First Session 1839-lB.JO 

Senate Chamber, Secret Session. 
18th Nov. 1839' 

The doors being closed, the following communications from the 
President were read to the Senate. 

Executive Department 
18th Nov. 1839' 

To the Honorable Senate 
Gentlemen 

I have the honor herewith to transmit the nanws of Civil Officers, 
who have been appointed by the Executive during the recess, subject 
to confirmation, or rejection by the Senate. 

appoint-! Names. Otflces. ~~~ I 
~I !~. ------------------------------------------------

:~; 2~ Jf~r:;,e; f.· os~g~~:::::::::::::::::::::::j ~~~=~:~; ~i {1~: J~~~~ury. 
May SO !.Tames Webb -------------------------- Attorney General. 
Mar. 13 IRich[ar]d G. Dunlap __________________ Minister to the United. States. 
Feb. 20 1Barnnrd E. Bee _______________________ I Commissioner to Mexico. 
liar. 12 IG('o. L. Hammekeu ___________________ Secretary to the Commissioner to Me;(ico. 

~~:. ~~ ~~~l:~{~vMn~~~n_s __ ::::::::::::::::::::: ~~~~"'";;r;11~~~~r . 
.JulY 241David Sample ------------------------ Commjggioner to fix the boundary between tbll 

George W. Smyth ____________________ ls~~~~~~ict~0r~~b:ai~~~~n~~~~· 

f~t n l~l~~;~;~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ ~m~r:r1~;~:~-.~b8 ~. 
JWle 23 1Thos. A. Dex1:er ______________________ Consul at Boston, u. S. 
Feb. 11 

1
William P. Wyche ____________________ Chief Justice of Sabine County. 

Mar. 1 1William P. Miller _____________________ Chief ,Justice of Victoria County. 
Mar. B iWillard Wadhams-------------------- Ch!ef ,Just!ce of Coloratlo O';mnty. 
Mar. 19 ,John C. Brooke _______________________ C'htcf .JnstJce of San Au~ustme CountY. 
May 1 William Hart ----------------------- f'hir.1 .JustiC'e of :s-aC'ogdoches County. 
May 1 IJames Campbell ----------------------Chief Justice of Gonzales County. 
June 271Andrew J. Fowler--------------------- Chief ,Justice of Red River County. 
June 28 John Collins ------------------------ Chief Justi"e of Houston County. 
Mar. 29 Thos. H. Mcintire-------------------- Chief .Justice of ,Jackson County. 
JulY 10 George B. Atkins _____________________ Chief ,Justice of Harrison County. 
JulY 231Hugh B. Johnson------------------- Chief .Justice of LibertY County. 
July 24 Daniel J. Tolar ________________________ Chief Justice of Washington County. 
Aug. 16 :Martin Parmer----------------------- Ohief Justice, ,Ja!>per County. 
Oct. 21 Benjamin P. Buckner ________________ Chief ,Justice, Harrisburg County. 
Jan. 23 David Holt --------------------------- ~otary public, Brazoria County. 
Feb. 1 TJmri W. EddY-----------------------NotarY public, Jefferson County .• 

'There are two sources for the secret journals of the fourth congress. 
First, there is the volume described in Note 1 to the secret journals of the 
third congress. The secret journals of the fourth congress em.brace forty-five 
pages of this volume. The task of recording them was the work of the 
1ecretary of the· se:~ate. They abound in abbreviations. This copy will 
be referred to as copy A. Secondly, there are the secret journals of 
each seSsion as written by Algernon Thompson, assistant secretary of the 
senate. These are well preserved; they appear to have been carefully 
written out from day to day; they were read to and approved by the Sen~ 
ate; and as shown on their face formed the basis for the journals tran­
scribed into the volume referred to above. They form the basis of the 
Sournal here printed. They are amoag the papers of the fourth congress. 
Reference will be made to this copy of the secret jounals as copy B. 

The title at the head of this page is from A. 
'The copy of the message here printed has been compared with and 

made to conform to the original. 
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Date of I appoint-
ment. 

To the Honorable Senate, 
Gentlemen, 

Oftlcel. 

Mirabeau B. Lamar. 

Executive Department . 
Austin 18th Nov. 1839. 

I have the honor herewith to transmit the namea of Officers of the 
Army who have been appointed by the Executive during the reeeM, 
subject to· confirmation, or rejection, by the Senate. 

~~~~~t I NameB. omee.. 
ment. 

18S9. 
Jan. 30 Lyaander Weill ------------------ Oolonel, Flnt Bea[tmen]t 1 Oa•alrJ'. 
Jan. 80 Hugh McLeod ------------------AdJutant General. Staff. 
Oet. 25 Wm. G. Oooke.-------------------- Q[uarte]r lfuter Gen•al. Staft'. 
Jan. so P. H. Bell-------------------------- Inspector General. Staff. 
liar. 2S Jacob Snlvelr -----------------Pay Master General. Staff. 
Oet. 25 Wm. L. Oazene&u... •••• _____ :_ __________ Oommlssary Geo[erall of So.blllteDee, aaff. 
Jan. 80 P. B. Dexter --------------------- Lieutenant Colonel. Staft' • • Tan. 80 B. H. Johnson ______________________ Ase[istan)t Adj(utan}t General. Staft. 
Mar. 28 W. H, Danprftel<L----------- Oommiuary of Purcbuea. Statr. 
Jan. 30 B. B. Sturges ________ ~---------------- Pay Muter. Staff' . 
.Tan. 80 H. Landers -------------------- Corumlaaary o:r Sublletence. Staff. 
July 20 Wm. :a. Smith ..... --------------- Surgeon General. MedJeal Staff. 
Jul7 80 T. P. AnderaoD---------------- Suraeon. Medical Staft. 
July so Sblelde Booker -------------------- Surgeon. Medical Stan. 
April 6 Edmund Tucker ------------------- Surgeon. Medical Staft'. 
April 15 Rleb[ar]d Ooebron ---------------- Aaala(tan]t Surgeon. lfedleaJ. Stat!. 
Jan. 28 G. T. Howard ------------------ Oaptaln Flrtt Beg[fmen]t Intantr7. Jan. so Benj [aml]n Y. Gillon________________ " .. • .Ian. 80 M. B. Sll:erett ______________________ _ 

Jan. 80 G. F. Lawrt':ne8..---------------Jan. 30 G. ·W. M.oraan... _______________ _ 
Jan. SG J. P. B. ,January ____________________ _ 
ll'<'b. U J. 0. P. Kenneyrnore.. _____________ _ 
MRT. 2l P. J. PlllamL ......... ________________ _ 

Jd.•r. 2H .Matthew OaldweU -----------------
Jan. 30 Sam B. 'CariOD--------------- First Lieutenant " 
Jan. 80 D. 0. Ogden ...... -------------------- " 
Jan. 80 Edw[ar)d Thompson -------------
Jan. 80 u. M. DunnhlctoD-------------
Jan. 80 J. Woibl ----------------------
Jan. 80 R. s. Nelabbors .. -----------------
Jan. 30 Martin Moran ------------------liar. 23 Wm. D. HoUil'bton.. _____________ _ 
Jan. 80 H. I,. Gl'Uih..------------------ Seeond Lteuteoaut. •• 
Jan. 80 Daniel Lewt1 --------------------- "' " 
Jan. 80 C. H. HornsbJ'-------------------
:reb. 20 J. 11. Alexander •• ------------~---
Jiar. 23 A. H. Scott----------------------
Nov. I& Matthew M~overn --------·------

(Signed) Mirabeau B. LIUII&r. 
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On motion by Mr. Everitt, the foregoing communications were laid 
on the table for consideration. 

The doors were then reopened. 
Algernon Thompson' 

Assistant Secretary 

Senate Chamber, Secret Session. 
20th Nov. 1839. 

A communication from the Executive containing the following 
nominations of Naval Officers appointed during the recess was read a 
first time and laid on the table for consideration. 

Post Captain Edwin W. Moore 
Commanders John G. Tod 

John '1.'. K. Lothrop 
George Wheelright 
A. C. Hinton 

Lieutenants Francis B. Wright 
E. C. Kennedy 
W. R. Postell 
Thruston M. Taylor 
George G. Marion 
Edward A. Harrison 
George Henderson 
William S. Williamson 
George W. Estes 
James E. Gibbons 
J as 0 'Shaunessy 
Alexander C. Blount 
A. Moore 
J. D. Johnson 
S. S. Shipley 
Fabrius Stanley 
George C. Bartlett 
Fred[eric]k C. Ward 

Collins 
Bassiers 

T. M. Mix 
Surgeons Isaac D. Knight 

Rich[ar]d H. Leech. 
J. B. Gardiner 
Fletcher Dorey 

'The proceedings of most sessions In copy B close with the signature of 
Algernon Thompson, Assistant Secretary. The signature will not be re­
peated. 
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Ass[istan]t Surgeon Francis Lambert 
Pursers Norman Hurd 

J. F. Stephens 
Fleming' T. Wells 
William F. Maury 
A. K. Durker 
David Kerr 
Robert Oliver 

Sailing Masters Daniel Lloyd 
John H Barker 
Charles H. Woodland 
John Appleman 

Midshipmen Charles B. Snow 
Alfred A. Waite 
Cyrus Cummings 
Downing H. Crisp 
William Oliver 
Charles F. Fuller 
Littleton Bennett 
Daniel C. Wilber 
Henry A. Cobb 
Walter A. Nicol' 
Josiah Hoyle 
Judson A. Rowe 
Zacharia Forrest 
Robert Clements 
John R. Titcomb 
Charles B. Underhill 
Wm. J. D. Pierpont 
Cornelius Cox 
Wm. A. Tennison 
M. H. Dearborn 
James L. Maybry 
Orlando Ware 
Charles J. Arcambal• 
Francis B. Webb 
E. B. Harrington 
W. W. McFarlane 
C. S. Betts 
William E. Glenn 
James M. Brady 

'Copy A has Francis T. Wells. 
'Copy A has Nichol. 
'Copy A has Arehambal. 
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Stoneall 
Thos. P. Conway 
J. A. Forrest 
.d.lfred Walk 
James l\1. Wheeler 
Jas. J. Lewis 
R. T. Halstead 
J. C. Bronough' 
Charles Gould 
John F. B"rnard 
i\fatthew R. Kintzing 
Armstrong J. Lewis 
.J. W. C. Parker 
F. B. l\Ic~eill 

George H. Bell 
Navy Agent Wm. T. Brannum 
Naval Store Keeper Nathan Smith 

Signed Mirabeau B. lJaniar. 
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On motion of i\Ir. Everitt. the Senate then took up the Civil nom­
inations made to the Senate on the 18th November 1839. Of which 
the following were confirmed and the remainder laid on the table for 
further consideration. 

James Webb Attorney General 
Charles Mason First Auditor 
Joseph P. Brown Consul at Key West 
Walter Smith Consul at Mobile 
T. A. Dexter Consul at Boston 
David Holt Notary Publick Brazoria County 
Geo. A. Patillo Notary Public Jefferson County 
Wm. Myers Notary Publick Jasper County 
J. S. Evans Notary Publick Galveston County 
H. W. Sudduth Notary Publick Jasper County 
F. W. Ogden District Attorney First Judicial District. 
John R. Reid District Attorney Second Judicial District 
Of the foregoing confirmations, the vote on that of John S. Evans 

stood thus: In the affirmative, Messrs. Barnet, Burton, Everitt, Ken­
drick, Lester an·d Stroud. Six. In the negative, Messrs. Dunn, Greer, 
Jones of Austin, Jones of Brazoria, Moore and Seguin. Six. The 
Vice President voted in the affirmative. 

The others were confirmed by a unanimous vote. 

'Copy A has Broughnan. 
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The seal of ·secrecy was taken o:ff, with regard to the confirmations 
made. 

On motion of Mr. Jones of Brazoria, the doors were then reopened.• 

Senate Chamber, Secret Sealion 
21st Nov. 1839. 

The doors being closed, the nomination of David Sample aa Com­
miesioner to run the boundary line between this country and the 
United States, was taken up, on motion by Mr. Everitt. 

Mr. Everitt moved that the nomination of Mr. Sample be con­
firmed; the question being put those who voted in the affirmative 
were Messrs. Barnet, Burton, Ellis, Everitt, Kendrick and Stroud. 
Six. In the negative, Messrs. Dunn, Greer, Jones of .Austin, Jonee 
of Brazoria, Lester, Moore and Seguin. Seven. So the nomination 
was rejected. 

The Secretary of the Senate was instructed to inform the Presi­
dent of' the Republick of said rejection. 

The doors were then reopened. 

The doors being again closed, the following communication from 
the Executive was read a first time and, on motion of Mr. Kendrick, · 
laid on the table for consideration. 

To the Honorable Senate 
Gentlemen 

Executive Department 
20th November 1839". 

I have the honor to present the following appointments to the 
consideration of the Senate-to wit. 

George W. Adams, Notary Public, Harrisburg €Jounty. 
Charles De Morse, Stock Commissioner. 
H. B. King, Chief Justice Milam County 
Jas. M. Brown, Chief Justice Jackson County. 
Robert Johnson, Chief Justice Galveston County. 

Mirabeau B. Lamar. 

In addition to the above, the President would nominate Heney" 
Wise Farley as Chief Justice of Liberty County in the place ~ 
Hugh B Johnson resigned, whose name was presented on the 18th 
inst [ant] and as yet not acted on by the Senate. 

20th Nov. 1839. 

'See Note 3 above. 
'See Note ll above. 

Mirabeau B. Lamar. 
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On motion h~· ;\lr. Ken<lriek. th~ ilonrs wpre then reopPned.' 

In Senate. Secret S<>ssion. 
23 Nov. 1839. 

The following- eommunieatinu front the Executive was read to• 
th~ Senate: 

To the Honforablel 
The Senate 

Gentlemen 

Executive Department 
23rd November 1839•. 

The Executive nominates P. B. Dexter as a suitable person to run 
and estaiJlish the line between this Republic and the United States, 
in the place of David ~amp]P re.iectPd by the Senate. 

1\firabcan B. Lamar. 

Mr. Everitt moved that the nomination be taken up anrl acted 
upon at once. But as the vote in favour of this motion was not 
unanimous, the nomination was ordered to lie on the table till Mon­
day. 

The Secretar~· th<'n rearl the following Executive message: 

To the Hon[ora)ble, 
The Senate, 

Gentlemen, 

Executive Department 
Austin 23 November 1839. 

Having, some time since. received information, from unofficial 
sources, that the business of the Custom House at Galveston was 
conducterl in a loose and unsatisfactory manner, I directed the Sec­
retary of the Treasury to appoint an agent. to examine into the 
affairs of that Office and to report upon its condition. The re­
port of the Agent has just been received. and it appearing that the 
duties of that ofike have not been performed with that efficiency 
and due regard to the publick interest which we have a right to ex­
act in stations so responsible and important, I' am constrained by 
a sense of duty to the country to supercede the collector and 
place some person in his office who may be more attentive and more 
vigilant in the discharge of the duties required of him. 

I therefore nominate Aldin A. M. Jackson as Collector of cus­
toms for the port and district of Galveston in the place of Willis Rob-

'See Note 3 above. 
•see Note 2 abo.-e. 
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erts t·emoved, and would respectfully solicit the Senate's early at­
tention to the same, as it is desirable that the contemplated 
change be effected without delay. 

l\lirabeau B. Lamar. 

Mr. Everitt moved a suspension of the rules, but the vote not 
being unanimous for the motion, the nomination was ordered to lie 
upon the table till Monday. 

On motion by Mr. Greer, the nomination of K. L. "\nderson, Col­
lector of Customs for the District of San Augustine, was taken up 
and confirmed by a unanimous vote of the Senate. 

The doors were then reopened.' 

Secret Session 
[25th Nov. 1839.] 

The nol!lination of P. n. Dl'Xt(•r as C'ommision~r to run the Bound­
ary line between the United States and the Republick of Texas. 

Mr. Jones of Austin moved that the nomination be laid on the 
table and that the President be informed of the objections to ;t. 
The ayes and noes being called for on the motion, those who voteJ 
in the affirmative were Messrs. Barnet. ,Jones of Austin, Lester anJ 
Maore. Four. Messrs. Burton, Dunn, Ellis, Everitt, Greer, Jones 
of Brazoria, Kendriek, Seguin and Stroud voted in the negative. 
Nine. So the motion of l\lr. ,Tones was lost. 

The question was then put ''Does the Senate advise and consent 
to the nomination T" The ayes and noes stood thus: Ayes, Jones 
of Brazoria, Lester, Moore and Seguin. Four. Noes, Messrs. Bar­
net, Burton, Dunn, Ellis, Everitt, Greer, Jones of Austin, Kendrick 
and Stroud. Nine .. So the nomination was rejected. 

The nomination of Aldin A. M. Jackson was then taken up, and 
on motion by Mr. Burton, laid on the table. 

The Secretary was instructed to hand to the printer a list of the 
nominations confirmed. , 

On motion by Mr. Burton, the nomination of Richard G. Dunlap, 
as Minister to the United States. was then taken up. On the ques­
tion "does the Senate advise and consent to the nomination t" be­
ing put, those who voted in the affirmative were Messrs. Ellis, Greer, 
Lester and Stroud. Four. In the negative, Messrs. Barnet, Burton, 
Dunn, Everitt, Jones of Austin, Kendrick, Moore and Be~ 
Eight. So the nomination was rejected. 

On motion by Mr. Everitt, the nominations of G. W. Smyth as 

'See Note 3 abon. 
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Surveyor to run the Boundary line·, and Hamilton P. Bee, Clerk to 
t.he Commissioner, were unanimously confirm.ed. 

On motion by Mr. Everitt, the nominations of Timri W. Eddy as 
Notary Publick of ,Jasper county and Gwynn 1\Iorrison as Notary 
Publick of l\Tontgomer~· county, were confirmed by a unanimous 
vote. 

On motion by l\Ir. Dunn, the nomination of William Byrne a.' 
Notary Publick of Refugio county was unanimously confirmed. 

On motion by Mr. Moore, the nomination of G. W. Adams as 
Notary Publick of Harrisburg county was unanimously confirmed. 

Mr. Burton moved that Charles S. Taylor be confirmed in the ap­
pointment of District Attorney of the fifth Judicial District. Those 
who voted in the affirmative were :lllessrs. Burton, Ellis, Jones of 
Austin, Jones of Brazoria. Kendrick and Seguin. Six. In the neg­
ative, Messrs. Barnet, Dunn, Everitt, Greer, Lester, Moore and 
Stroud. Seven. So the nomination was rejected. 

On the question "Does the Senate advise and consent to the 
nomination of John D. Swaim Collector of Customs of Sabine!" On 
motion by 1\Ir. Jones of Austin, the nomination was laid on 
the table. 

On motion by l\fr. Barnet, the injunction of secrecy was re­
moved so far as regards the confirmations or rejections of appoint­
ments. 

On motion of Mr. Burton, the doors were then reopened.' 

Secret Session . 
. 27th Nov. 1839. 

The doors being closed the Secretary read the following com­
munication from the Executive. 

To the Hon[orable] 
The Senate 

Gentlemen 

Executive Department 
27th November 18397

• 

Having understood from Mr. Jackson that he will not accept the 
appointment of Collector of Galvezton in consequence of his having 
acted as Agent to investigate the affairs of said office, I must there­
fore beg leave of the Senate to withdraw the nomination. 

I nominate to the Senate Memucan Hunt as Commisioner to run 
and fix the boundary line between Texas and the United States, in 
the place of David· Sample rejected. 

'See Note 3 above. 
'See Note 2 above. 

Mirabeau B. Lamar. 
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On motion by Mr. Everitt, the Executive was permitted to with­
draw the nomination of :Aldin A. M. Jackson. 

On motion by Mr. Everitt, the rules were suspended and the 
nomination of Memucan Hunt taken into consideration. On the 
question, "does the Senate advise and consent to the nomination f" 
those who voted in the affirmative were Messrs. Barnet, Burton, 
Dunn, Everitt, Greer, Jones of Austin, Kendrick, Lester, Moore 
and Stroud. Ten. In the ne~ative, Messrs Jones of Brazoria and 
Seguin. Two. So the nomination was confirmed. 

On motion of Mr. Everitt, the vote on the nomination of Charles · 
S. Taylor as District Attorney of the Fifth Judicial District, was 
reconsidered. The question was put "does the Senate adviae and 
consent to the nomination of Charles S. Taylor?" Mr. Everitt waa 
excused from voting on this question. Those who voted in the af-· 
firmative were Messrs. Burton, Jones of Austin, Jones of Brazoria, 
Kendrick and Seguin. Five. In the negative, Messrs. Barnet, Dunn, 
Greer, Lester, Moore and Stroud. Six. So the nominaton was re­
jected. 

On motion by Mr. Moore, the doors were then reopened, the seal of 
secrecy, as far as the confirmations and rejections made, having ~ 
removed.• 

In Senate, Secret Sesaion. 
29th Nov. 1839 

The doors being closed, on motion by Mr. Jones of Brazoria, the 
Senate proceeded to the election of Judges to fill the vacancies in the 
First and Second Judicial Districts, occasioned, the former by the 
death of Shelby Corzine, the latter by the resignation of Benjamin C. 
Franklin, for the unexpired term for which said Corzine and Franklin 
were elected. 

The nominati~ns made for the First Judicial District were M-. 
Anthony B. Shelby and John M. Hansford. Those who voted for Mr. 
Shelby were Messrs. Barnet, Dunn, Everitt, Greer, Jones of Austin, 
Jones of Brazoria, Kendrick, Lester, Moore and Seguin. Ten. 'l'bolle! 
who voted for Mr. Hansford were Messrs. Burton and Stroud. Two. 

,The nominations made for the Second Judicial District were M-n. · 
Wm. Jefferson Jones and John Scott. Those who voted for Mr. JODes' 
were Messrs. Barnet, Burton, Dunn, Everitt, Greer, Kendrick, Lester· 
and Seguin. Eight. Those who voted for Mr. Scott were M--. Jones 
of Austin, Jones of Brazoria, Moore and Stroud. Four. 

The doors were then reopened.' 

'See Note 3 above. 
'Ibid. 
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In Senate, Secret Session. 
2 December 1839. 

The doors being closed, the fo~lowing communication was read to 
the Senate. 

Executive Department 
2nd December 1839.1 

To the Hon[orable] Senate 
The Executive presents to the consideration of the Senate the fol­

lowing nominations, to wit: 
J. H. Winchell, Notary Public for the county of Bexar. 
John Hayden, and Joseph Moreland Notaries. Public for the county 

of Bastrop. 
l\lirabeau B. Lamar. 

which nominations were laid on the table for consideration. 
On motion by J\lr. Enitt, the doors were then reopened.• 

Senate Chamber, Secret Session, 
6th Dec. 1839. 

The doors being closed, the Senate proceeded to ballot for publick 
printer. 

Those who voted for Messrs. Bonnell & Cruger were Messrs. Barnet, 
Burton, Dunn, Lester and Seguin. Five. For Sam[ue)l Whiting, 
Messrs. Everitt, Jones of Austin, Kendrick and Stroud. Five. 

The doors were then reopened. 
3 o'clock P.M. 

The doors being closed, The following nominations were made for 
publick printer and transmitted to the House of Representatives. 

By Mr. Jones of Brazoria R. L. Weir 
By Mr. Jones of Austin R. M. Williamson 
By Mr. Stroud J. W. J. Niles 
The Senate then proceeded to ballot for publick printer 
Messrs. Barnet, Burton, Dunn, Lester and Seguin voted for Bonnell 

lr; Cruger. Five. 
Messrs. Everitt, Greer, Jones of Austin voted for Sam Whiting. 

,Three. 
Messrs. Jones of Brazoria and Kendrick voted for R. L.Weir. Two. 
Mr. Stroud voted for Niles. One. 
On motion by Mr Jones of Austin. the doors were then reopened.'" 

•see note 2 above. 
'See Note 3 above. 
"Ibid. 
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In Senate, Secret Session. 
7th Dec. 1839. 

On motion by Mr. Burton, the nominations of Notaries Publick for 
the county of Bastrop were taken up, and the Senate unanimllllllly 
advised and consented to the following nominations : 

J
John HMayden }Notaries Publick, Bastrop County. 

oseph oreland 
The civil nominations lying on the table were then taken into con-

aideration. 
J as H. Starr to be Secretary of the Treasury. 
On motion by Mr. Burton laid on the table. 
On motion by Mr. Seguin. the following nomination was unanimously 

confirmed. 
J. H. Winchell, Nmary Publick Bexar County. 
The doors were then reopened. • 

Secret Session. 
9th Dec. 1839. 

The doors being closed the following communication was read: 

To tlie Hun [ orable] the Senate 
Gentlemen. , 

Executive Department 
lOth December 1839.' 

I nominate Edwin Waller for the office of Post Master General and 
respectfulJy ask the Senate's confirmation. 

Mirabeau B. Lamar. 

which nomination was laid on the table and, on motion by Mr. Everitt, 
[was] made the special order of the day for to-morrow 

On motion by Mr. Moore, the nominations of Naval officers were 
then taken into consideration, but before they were acted upon, Mr. 
Moore obtained leave to withdraw his motion. 

Mr. Jones of Brazoria moved that, as no law exists authorizing the 
appoiJ,1tment of Naval Officers, the several nominations be retumed to 
the President, until Congress shall have taken action on the sub­
ject which was read first time and laid on the table. 

On motion the doors were then reopened.10 

'See note 3 above. 
'See note 2 above. 

''See Note 3 above. 
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Secret Session, 
lOth Dec. 1839. 

The Senate received the following communication of the Executive, 
which was read by the Secretary. 

To the Hon [ ornble] the Senate 
Gentlemen 

Executive Department 
lOth December 1839.10 

Anxious to avail myself of the services of a man so eminently 
qualified for the discharge of the duties of Collector of Customs 
for the port of Galvezton as Alden A. III. Jackson, I have pre­
vailed upon him to waive the objections which he has heretofore had 
to accepting the situation; and it is with pleasure I now nominate him 
to said office and respectfully ~olicit the Senate's confirmation. 

Mirabeau B. Lamar. 

On motion by 1\Ir. Kendrick, the rules were suspended, and the 
nomination acted upon. ,Those who voted for the nomination were 
Messrs. Barnet, Burton, Everitt, Greer, Kendrick, Lester, Moore and · 
Stroud. Eight. Those who voted ag-ainst it were Mess1·s. Dunn, Jone~ 
of Austin, Jones of Brazoria and Seguin. Four. So the Senate advised 
and consented to the nomination. 

'l'he Senate then took into consideration the nomination of Edwin 
Waller. Those who voted in. the affirmative were Messrs. Burton, 
Everitt, Jones of Brazoria, Kendrick. Lester and Moore Six. In the 
negative, Messrs. Barnet, Dunn, Greer, Jones of Austin, Seguin and 
Stroud. Six. The Vice President voted in the affirmative. So the 
Senate advised and consented to the nomination. 

Mr. Seguin moved that the injunction of secrecy be removed in toto 
from this days proceedings, wl!ich motion was lost. 

Mr. Greer moved that the seal of secrecy be removed from the pro­
ceedings on the nomination of Post Master General so far as relates 
to the result and that the ayes and noes be published. Those who 
voted for the motion were Messrs. Barnet, Dunn, Greer, Jones of 
Austin, Jones of Brazoria and Stroud. Six. Against it, ·Messrs. Burton, 
Everitt, Kendrick, Lester, Moore and Seguin. Six. The Vice-President 
voted in the affirmative. 

On motion by Mr. Moore, each member was permitted to divulge 
his reasons for his vote. 

The doors were then reopened." 

10See note 2 above. 
11See Note 3 above. 
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In Senate Secret Seasion 
12th11 Dec. 183!1 

On motion by Dr. Moore the nomination of James H Starr to be 
Sec[retar]y of the Treasury was taken into consideration and unan­
imously advised and consented to 

On motion by Mr. Everitt the nomination of John D Swain to be 
Collector of the Customs for the district of Sabine was taken up and 
unanimously advised and consented to. 

On motion by Mr. Moore the nomination of Musgrove Evans was 
taken into consideration. Those who voted for its confirmation were 
Messrs. Dunn, Burton, Everitt, Greer, Jones of A[ustin], Jones of 
B[razori]a, Kendrick, Lester, Moore and Stroud Ten For its rejec­
tion Barnet and Seguin 2. So the nomination was advised and con­
sented to 

,The following cummunications were read to the Senate and on 
motion by Mr. Jones of B[razori]a referred to the Committee-on 
Foreign relations 

Gentlemen of the Senate 
and House of Representatives, 

Executive Chamber 
December lOth 1839 .. 

Believing that no event within the 'lompass of human agency 
would more directly conduce to the permanent happiness and pros­
perity of Texas, than an honorable peace with Mexico, our late Mother 
Country, I have th01lght it expedient, as is intimated in my annual 
message, to present to the Mexican Government some formal and 
tangible overtures by which the dispositions of that Government 
might be clearly and definitely ascertained. 

Fully sensible that Mexico like other nations, and even to an extra­
ordinary degree, was prompted ur restrained in all her policy by a. 
pertinacious spirit of national pride, I conceived it not at all incom­
patible with the true dignity and the chivalrous character o:l' Texllli 
to offer to her acceptance the olive branch while we were sedulously 
perfecting and concentrating our effective means fur the prosecution,· 
should it become necessary, of an active and vigorous war. For thi$ 
purpose 1 despatched the. Honorable Barnard E. Bee to the Mexieall' 
coast in the month of February last. He proceeded to Vera Crus,· but 
owing as he believed in a great measure to the distracted and u:nsettledi 
condition of the Mexican Government at the period of his arrival, hiJ· 
was denied access to their chief authorities and constrained to re~ 
without at that moment having accomplished any part o:l' his misllion; 

uThe journal of the proceedings of December 12th are mining from eopy B.' 
usee note 2 above. .. 
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he however received an intimation after his return that the Govern­
ment would hear his propositions, but as the United States had offered 
its mediation between the two countries, he then considered it the 
better policy to renew the subject at Washington instead of again pro­
ceeding to Vera Cruz. 

Subsequent to this repulse, which was in itself attended with other 
circumstances well calculated to assuage any feelings of resentment 
which such a result might otherwise superinduce, I was apprised from 
secret sources that a similm· overture made in greater privacy, would 
probably be more effectual and receive a more respectful notice. 
Conscious that a brave and victorious people can never lose character 
by manifesting a sincere desire for peace, which is the happiest con­
dition of society, I was willing to waive the little ceremonials which 
surround a factitious dignit~·, and to repeat to the 1\Iexican authorities, 
in their own favorite mode, that Texas was desirous of a reconciliation 
on terms honorable to herself and just toward her ememy. 

To this end I was induced in the month of August last to avail 
myself of the services of . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . a gentleman of high 
character .for intelligence, probity and firmness, and· one who is in­
timately acquainted \Yith IVIexico and l\Iexicans, their institutions, 
habits and modes of thinking. I deem it prudent to. retain that gen­
tleman's name from <·ommunication even to the honorable Congress, 
for the divulging of it might by possibility not only jeopardi~e the 
success of his mission, but compromit his personal safety. 

The accompanying documents. comprising instructions that have 
been furnished to Col [one!] Bee and to the confidential agent, w:ill 
convey to the Congress all the additional information necessary to be 
imparted, and I have only to reiterate that in my apprehension there 
is no event that can transpire in the prospective concerns of Texas 
which involves more fully her happiness and prosperity than that of 
an honorable and ju.st pea,;e with l\Iexico. The compensation pro-

. posed to be made for the relinquishment of all her claims to the ter­
ritory designated in the instruction is comparatively a triil.e, esti­
mating either the intrinsic value of that territory or the incidental 
advantages that must result to Texas from the speedy restoration of 
peace, and from the conimercial intercourse that will ensue between 
the two countries. The accession which will result to our revenues 
from a reciprocal trade with Mexico, will soon remunerate to this 
Government all the expenses of the treaty; while the accelerated im­
migration, the more rapid and unembarressed · development of our 
manifold resources and the coincident increase of our national wealth, 

14-Lib. 
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will far u.-d any temporary incooveni<'nee to whieh die lau­
eial stipulation in the propoeed treaty may subject ua. 

MiT&beau B. ~. 

A•oeompanying th.. foregoing dO<·unu•ut are lht'ff Doeumeata -ria 
Letter of instruetious to Agent to Mexico 
Extracts from inatructious to the Ron[ora]ble R G Dunlap Mia­

isler to the U[nited) S[taU&]" 
Imtmetiona to the Ron[ora]ble BE Bee .Minillter to Mexieo, 
all of whi<'h are filed in thP Senate's a,...hive~~. 

luatructions to Bt>e 

Department of State 
Hou!lton. 20th Peby 1839'1 · 

Ron [ orable) Barnard E. Bee. 
Sir, 

The J>r..,.idt>ot, anxious to etf.,•t n sdtlement of the e:n.ting dif­
fereo('4'8 with Mexiro, and to l'f"!tore pt'B .. e and harmoay, bu ap­
pointed you :\fini!lter Pleoipotl'oliary of the Republic of Teua, DeU' 

the Government of that Country. I have therefore the honor to UDd 
you your Commi•ion and Credentiala as such, and to exp.._ to ,7'011 

his wish that you will proeeed with as littlt> dt>lay 1111 pcxmble, by tM 
moat convtnient root to Vt>ra Cruz., or SU\!h other point u ,7'011 mq 
deem best. for making known to that Government, the objeeta of 7V111' 
Mission. 

As thill is the first attt>mpt on the part of TCIUI to eetabliab diplo. 
matic rt'lationa with Mexico, it will be nee--.ry to approeelt tM 
aubjeet with great caution and cireomspeetion. I would II1I8Pit tM 
propriety of your stopping in the fim instance at Vera Oral, 
Tampico. or sueh other point as you may select, and forwudiDt 
thence to the Government, a concise statement of the objeet. of JOUr 
M.iuion, and respectfully uk to be reeeivt>d for the p~ of s­
hibiting your Authority, and making known more fully the 1t'i11a uf 
the Preaident. This however, is a mere suggestion, and Dot inteDW 
to eootrol you in the course to be pursued, should ~ iD 
your judgment offer a better one. 

It is hardly to be expected that you will be formally neehell • 
Minister Plenipotentiary of this Republie, untill a treaty of peeee 1181 
been made, and the Independence of the Country aclmowlec1pcl. JD... 
deed, aueh a reception would be in itself an aelmow~ of 0111', 

"TTie IDStructlona to R. G. Dunlap are printed Ia flll1 Ill Gal'l"-, ~ 
MGIU: Corre.,.oftllftce ot file Republic of TUIU, Part t, pp. 1814'11. 

"TTie eopy of the taatruettoao here printed waa ma4e h'olll tile ..,.._., 
draft. A. D. s. Ia Corrnpoadeace Relatlac to Kmeo. ,__ 11ta11a U.. 
brarr. 
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legitimate existence as a Nation, and a virtual recognition of our In­
dependence; And as that is more than we can look, or even hope for, 
untill attained by negotiation, you will, in the event of a refusal to re­
ceive you as Minister, make your propositions as the Ag·ent of this 
Government; and to enable you to do so, separate Credentials for this 
purpose are furnished you. Indeed. it may be better not to make 
known your higher functions untill you have sounded your way as 
agent, and ascertained whether or not, they will be disposed to treat 
with you in either capacity; but in this, as in all other matters pre­
liminary to entering upon your nego [ tia] tions, you will be guided by 
your own judgment and discretion. 

Your powers as Agent are plenary, and under them you are fully 
authorizcrl to ur!!otiate for peace, and to form and sign a treaty 
securing it. but in making such treaty, you will require the uncon­
ditional recognition of the Independence of Texas, and will admit no 
limits less than those prescribed by the Act of Congress, entitled 
"An Act to drfinP tf-e boundaries of the Republic of Texas" ap­
proved 19th December 1836, a copy of 'l'bich is herewith furnished 
You. 14 

These two last points you will regard as a sine q11a non to any per­
manent treaty with Mexico; bnt if you find that it will aid you in 
the ultimate accomplishment of your objects, to negotiate a treaty 
of peace and recognition in the first instance, leaving the question of 
boundary to be subsequently settled in a general treaty of Amity, 
Limits, Commerce, Navigation and intercourse, you are at liberty 
to form such a treaty, but in doing so, you must be· careful that 
nothing appears in it which could by any possibility be construed 
into an intention on the part of this Government, to yield any por­
tion of the Territory claimed by the Act of Congress to which I 
have already refer[re]d you. 

In negotiating a treaty, having for its immediate objects nothing 
farther than the restoration of peace and the recognition of our 
Independence, it will be better if it can be done, consistent with the 
claims of this Government, to define the limits at once; as by doing 
so, you will avoid much embarrassment and discussion in your 
future negotiations of a general treaty ; you will therefore urge the 
subject a• far a• you ~an, without involving the risk of breaking 
off your present negotiations, and interrupting your future inter­
course with the Government. 

Should Mexico express a willingness to establish peace, and recog­
nize the Independence of Texas to the extent of her original boundaries 
when forming a part of the Mexican Confederacy, but peremp-

wThis act is printed in Gammel, Laws of Texas, I 1193·4. 
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torily refuse to admit our elaims to the Pntire territory embraced 
within the limits defined by the Act of Congress, you may propose 
a compromise by negotiating for thP purehase of all that portion 
of ·it which is not within the original boundaries, at a stipulated 
price; but the sum to be thus stipulated for it, must not exceed five 
millions of dollars. and that sum must be macj.e payable in not less 
than five equal annual instalments; the first instalment to be made 
payable in one year after the exchange of the ratifications of the 
treaty. 

The five millions will be the ultimatum of your propositions for 
the purchase. and yon will of course commPnce your negotiations 
with propositions of a much less sum, and payable at longer perioJs, 
but should you snceeed in effecting the purchase for a slim not ex­
ceeding two millions of dollars, you may, if yon find it necessary, 
stipulate that the whole of that sum shall be paid in one year after 
the exchange of ratifications. 

It is understod that Gcn[era]l Santa Anna is again at the head 
of the Mexican Nation,· and if so, this must be a propitious moment· 
for the commencement of your negotiations. By a secret agreement 
made between him and the Cabinet of this Republic, at Velasco, on 
the 14[th] of May 1836, he promised that he would not take up 
arms himself, nor cause them to be taken up against the people of 
Texas during the War of Independence'; that he would prepare 
the Cabinet of Mexico for the favorable reception of a Minister, 
through whpse negotiations all differences might be settled, and 
the Independence of the Country acknowledged; and that a treaty 
of Commerce. Amity, and limits should be established between 
the two Countries, the limits of Texas not to extend beyond the Rio 
Bravo del Norte. 

This agreement stipulates for all that we ask, and as Gen [ erall 
Santa Anna has once pledged himself to use his influence to carry it 
into effect, it is believed that it may be rendered very available by 
you," in the event of your finding him at the head of the Mexican 
Government. You are therefore furnished with a copy of it.'" 

It is true, that the stipulation in this agreement, to send Gen[era]I 
Santa Anna at once to Vera Cruz, was not literally fulfiTied on the 
part of the Texan Government, at that time ; and this may b' 
urged as a reason for absolving him from the moral obligations 
which it implies; but the causes of the non-fulfilment of that stipu· 

"It will be recalled that Barnard E. Bee accompanied Santa Anna out 
or Texas to the City of Washington In 1836. See page 28 above. 

"Both the public and secret treaties, entered Into by David G. Bumet 
and Santa Anna, on May 14, 1836, are printed In the Journals ot tl'&e Hmue 
of Representatives of the Republic of Tezas, 1 Cong., 1 sess., pp. 24-211. 
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lation are well known to you, and to him, and as they involved no 
want of faith on the part of this Government, but were forced upon 
it by the uncontrolable circumstances, the moral force of the agree­
ment is left wholly unimpaired; and more especially, as it was com­
plied with and enforeecl, as soon as it could be clone consistently 
with the personal safety of Gen [era ]l Santa Anna. He was subse· 
quently set at liberty, and sent out of the Country, in virtue of this 
very agreement. and in the only way which was deemed safe to 
himself, and conducive to the accomplishment of the objects contem­
plated by it. 

It" is not contended by this Government that the agreement 
made with Gen[era]l Santa Anna, while in this Country and a 
prisoner of war. is legal./y binding on the l\Iexican Government; 
but it is a well established princ·iple of the law of Nations that the 
person who makes promises under circumstances similar to those 
in which the President of t.lw i\Iexican Republic was placed while 
here. is afterwards bound to use his influenee in eansing those 
promises to be respected by his Government : and that the Govern­
ment itself is bound to makP nwny sacrifiees rather than permit 
them to be violated. This principle of the law of Nations may 
be useful to you in your negotiations, and I therefore refer you 
in support of it to Vattel and other writers on international law. 

Besides, in asking for the fnl.filment of the stipl'lations of this 
agreement, \Ve do not believ(' that we arr requiring· any sacrifices 
on the part of the Mexican Government which will not be more 
than made up to that cot1ntry by the advantages which will result 
from the establishment of p<'nee and a friendly intercourse be­
tween the two nations. Apart from all the obligations which it 
imposed, there are weighty reasons for the acknowledgment of the 
independence of Texas by Mexico, and for the forming a general 
treaty of Amity, Commerce, Navigation and intercourse between 
the two countries, and these reasons may be nrged with peculiar 
force in your negotiations. Among them are: First, 'l'he entire 
<lissimilarity in education, habits, manners, disposition and pur­
suits of the Inhabitants of the two countries. and the utter impos­
sibility of their ever assimilating and moving harmoniously to­
gether, if they were again united. 

Secondly, 'rhe total incompatibility of ideas entertained by the 
people of the two Republics as to the peculiar forms of Govern­
ment best adapted to the wants and rights of Man. 

Thirdly, The conflicts which must inevitably grow ont. of this 
incompatibility of sentiment, and the injuries which would result 
from them if the Anglo Saxon race now inhabiting Texas should 
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be again commingled under the same form of Government with 
the Spanish race in Mexico. 

Fourthly, The inconvenience and worthlessness of Texaa to 
Mexico on account of its remoteness from her Seat of Government, 
and the main body of her population; and also on account of ita 
contiguity to the United States of the North, where, in any state 
of things, most of its intercourse must necessarily tend. 

Fifthly, The difficulties which l\lexico would always experience. 
in keeping the Indians bordering on Texas in eheck at so great 
a distance from them. 

Sixthly, 'l'he advantages which would necessarily result to both 
countries from a friendly intercourse and traffick, condueted in the 
spirit of reciprocal kindness and harmony, and 

Seventbly, The disposition which Texas has manifested since 
the battle of San Jacinto to rely upon friendly negotiations _.for 
tbe settlement of her differences with Mexico, rather than a fnr. 
ther resort to war, and the confidence which she has reposed in 
the promises of Gen[era]l Santa Anna, made shortly after that 
battle. 

Had Texas been disposed to further hostilities with Mexico, she 
has had a most inviting opportunity for invading tbat country 
during the domestic conflicts by which it has been harraseed on 
the one side, and the embarrassments protluced by the French in­
vasion on the other. This forbearance affords the strongest ni­
dences of her desire for amity-a desire which nothing will de­
stroy but an evident attempt to do her injustice and wrong. 

These and other arguments which will suggest themselves to 
you may possibly be used with much effect in your confereneei 
with the persons who may be selected to negotiate with you. 

The President, aware of the great importance it is to the proa­
perity of this .Coml.try, that its differences with Mexico should be 
adjusted and a permanent peace established as early as possible, 
and not willing that any opportunity for the accomplishment of 
so desirable an object should be lost, has also furnished our Min­
ister near the Government of the United States with plenary pow­
ers to treat for peace and Independence, with the Mexican 1\finia.. 
ter at Washington, or with such other perso11 as may be appointed 
to negotiate with him, sho:uld that Government be induced, through 
the mediation of the United States, to open a negotiation at that 
City. But the authority and instructions given to Gen[era]l Dunlap 
on this subject, are not .intended in the slightest degree to impair 
the powers given to you, or to lessen the efforts which you are G• 

pected to make in Mexico. On the contrary, it is believed that the 
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double Mission will have a tendency to accellerate the attainment 
of this most desired object, and that he, by invoking the mediatorial 
aid and influence of the United States, may materially benefit you in 
your negotiations. He is therefore instructed to keep you advised 
of all important matters which may transpire at Washington, in ref­
erence to this subject, after he shall have been informed of your of­
ficial reception at :Mexico. 

You will also freely communicate with him respecting the affairs 
of your Mission, so that either may at all times be apprized of the 
course pursued by the o~.lle·r; and to prevent the subjects of your re­
spective communications becoming known in the event of the mis­
carriage of your despatches, you are each furnished with a corre­
sponding Cypher, in which all letters of business will be written. 
You will also cause your .despatches to this Government to be made 
out in the same Cypher. 

Knowing as little as we do of the real disposition of the Mexican 
Government in regard to this, or of its feelings in respect to the 
people of this Country, no positive instructions can be given you as 
to the performance of the various duties which may devolve upon 
you. The foregoing views are offered more as suggestions to you 
than as positive mandates. The cardinal points of your Mission are 
the restoration of peace, the acknowledgment of the Independence 
of Texas, and the recognition of her limits as defined by the Act of 
Congress before refer [re] d to. All beyond this is left to your own 
judgment. Yon are well acquaiiJ.ted with the condition of this · 
Country, its prospects, wishes, and expectations, and also of its 
ability to sustain itself in the event of a future conflict ; and the 
President, relying much on your ability to conduct matters of so 
much delicacy and importance, refers its details to the exercise of 
your sound discretion, being well assured that the honor, reputation 
and interests of the nation will be safe in your hands. 

Wishing you all prosperity, individually and officially, and that 
entire success may crown your Mission 

I have the honor to be with great respect 
Your obedt. servt. 

James Webb 
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Instructions to Secret Agent to Mexico. 

To James Treat Esq 
Sir 

Dep [ artmen) t of State 
Houston 9 Aug[us)t [18)3911 

I am instructed by the President to inform you that in conformity 
with our late verbal understanding, You are hereby constituted and 
appointed a private and confidential agent fo~ the Government of 
Texas for the purpose of ascertaining the .iisposition of the govern­
ment of Mexico in regard to a negociati. of a peace between the 
two nations, and if practicable, to prepare the initiatory arrange­
ments for such a negociation. 

To effect this object it will be necessary for you to repair with all 
convenient expedition to the City of Mexico. But as great privaey 
and circumspection are indispensible in all your preparatory move­
ments, it will perhaps be advisable for you to return as far as Pen­
sacola or even to New York and to embark for Vera Cruz from one of 
those ports. 

It is inevitable to the nature of your mission that great latitude 
should be given to the exercise of your own discretion in the modul 
operandi, and in some minor matters of the negociation. 'l'he Presi­
dent is happy in the confidence that that discretion will in all cases, 
be exercised with great soundness and intelligence and with an un-

. deviating regard to the interests and the honor of Texas :-that you 
will not sacrifice the one or compromit the other. There are other 
points of cardinal importance on which you will rigidly adhere tQ 
your instructions. Texas is sincerely desirous of peace, but that de­
sire does not result from any apprehension of her ability to prose-' 
cute a vigorous and successful war. 'rhe moment she ascertains that 
this second overture is rejected, she will feel it due to herself to tr;j' 
the efficacy of the utmost energies of the sword, in liccomplishing' 
that desirable object. And she cannot doubt that it will eventuallY,' 
be effected at a 'less cost of treasure thari she is now willing to bestow. 
in peaceable negociation and that the incidental expenditure of blood· 
will be richly compensated in her acquisitions of glory. ' 

The principal points in your negocistion will be 
The boundary to be assigned to Texas and 
The conRideration to be paid for that boundary. 1 
A full, unequivocal unconditional acknowledgment of the abaolutljj 

Independence of Texas is a sine qua non, beyond and exclUSidve o .· 
which you will not discuss a single proposition. 

"The copy or the Instructions here printed waa made from the 
drart. A. D. S. In Correspondence Relating to Mexico. Texaa State Lib 
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The Hio Grande, alias Rio bravo del Norte is the uutural boundary 
of Texrn;. It presents an obvious and well defined line of demarca­
tion and is admirably adapted to the prevention of future collisions 
between the two governments: You will therefore consider it a sine 
qua non in your negoeiation that the boundary line shall commence 
at the mouth of the Rio Grande, midway of its channel, and shall 
pursue the mid channel up that stream to its source, that is to the 
fountain head of its principal western branch and to run from that 
point a due north course to the line of the United States as estab­
lished in the treaty of limits between the United States and Mexico 
on the . . . . day of . . . . . . . . and to pursue that line to the Pacific 
Ocean. This boundary and riothing 'bort of it, Texas is willing to 
accede to. 

Before submitting this ultimatum on the subject of a boundary 
line, You will frel the authorities of l\Iexico in relation to a different 
division of territory. Yon may suggest to them a line commencing 
at the mouth of the Rio Grande, midway its channel-up that stream 
to the Paso del Norte and from thence a due west line to the Gulf of 
California and along the Southern Shore of that Gulf to the Pacific 
Ocean. This boundary will not be strenuously insisted upon but may 
be intimated a' a counterpoise to any extravagant expectations on 
the part of Mexico, and as a pre-monition to that government of the 
ultimate destination of that remote territory. 

Texas is willing to pay to Mexico a sum not exceeding five millions 
5,000,000 of dollars as a compensation for her relinquishment of all 
her claims public and private to the territory comprehended within 
the limits first above recited; but you are desired to employ all your 
means to reduce that maximum sum as much as possible. We con­
sider three millions of dollars an adequate remuneration under the 
circumstances and we proffer the extra two millions as an evidence of 
our appreciation of the mutual benefits. that must result from the 
restoration of peace and a free intercourse between the two nations. 
You will carefully abstain from agreeing to furnish any given 
amount of Mexican bonds in the English market until it is clearly 
aseertain'ed that those bonds can be purchased at or under the value 
you may put upon them in making up the aggregate of the consid­
eration as we are not disposed to incur any hazard incident to the stock 
markets of Great Britain. 

Should you therefore find it expedient to swell the nominal amount 
of the consideration by agreeing to pay a proportion of it in Mexican 
bonds it will not be difficult, as the value of those bonds in the mar­
ket is well known in Mexico, to stipulate for a sum founded on the 
known depreciation of those bonds as will assure to Texas no in-
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creased expenditure from this branch of the negociation. In order to 
your more perfect advisement in this matter it will be proper- for you 
to have early and frequent communications with Gen[era)l Hamilton 
and Mr. Burnley, our Loan Commissioner in London. 

If it shall in your estimation become necessary to employ any con­
siderable amount of funds as secret service money, to forward your 
operations, you may exercise your own good discretion, but always 
bearing in mind that millions of dollars is the utmost extent to 
which Texas is willing to become liable and that any monies so ap­
propriated, must be abated from that sum and in no wise constitute. 
a separate charge. Should it however become necessary for you to 
employ the Secret Service of particular agents in this affair you will 
do so to an extent not exceeding one thou<and dollars for which this 
government will be responsible to you. You will recollect in all eases 
that we rely with great confidence upon your dis~retion and good 
judgment 

I submit to you for your further government a copy of the instruc­
tions given to the Hon [ orable] B. E. Bee on his late Mission to Mex­
ico in the prosecution of a similar object to that you have in view. 
Col[onel) Bee will be informed of your Mission and you are at lib­
erty to communicate to him your progress from time to time. But 
in all events you will keep this department regularly and fully in­
formed of your proceedings. 

To James Treat Esq 
·Sir 

With great consideration 
I am Your obt Servt 

David G Burnet 
Act[in)g Sec[retar)y of State 

Department of State 
Houston 19th Aug[us]t [18)3911 

The instructions hastily communicated to you on the 9th inst[ant) 
were deficient and I hasten to impart to you the additional wishes of 
the President in relation to your interesting mission . 

Should you receive a favorable notice in Mexico and be able to pro­
gress so far as to establish a boundary line and the amount of com­
pensation you may stipulate that a treaty of peace amity and 00111-
merce between the two nations shall be entered upon as soon as prac­
ticable either at the City of Mexico or at the City of Washington or 
at the Capital of this Republic leaving it to the Mexican authorities 
to select the location 

''The copy of the lnetructlons here printed was made from a copy (JIB.) 
In Correspondence Relating to Mexico. Texl!" State Library. 
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But as the mediatorial interposition of the Government of the 
United States has been conditionally proffered and will be cordially 
accepted by this Go,·ernmcnt, it would probably be conducive to the 
permanency of the peace to be established to conduct the negociation 
at the Capital of that Hepublic 

It is understood that i\lr Ellis the i\iinister from the "Government 
of the United States to that of nlexico has been instructed to signify 
to that of l\Iexico the desire of the United States to see the difficulities 
between Texas and l\Iexico amicably adjusted 

You will therefore feel yourself at liberty with all appropriate 
delicacy, to confer with :Nlr Ellis and to make known to him privately, 
the nature and the progress of your negociation 

Should you meet a decided repulse from the Government of Mex­
ico it is very important that you communicate that fact as early as 
possible to this department. Indeed we expect you will be an active 
correspondent under all circumstances 

With renewed assurances of great consideration 
I am your Obt Servt 

David G Burnet 
Act [in] g Sec [ retar] y of State 

In Senate, Secret Session, 
14 Dec. 1839. 

The following communication from the Executive was read: 

To the Hon[orable] Senate 
Gentlemen 

Executive Department 
14th December 183917 

I nominate John Rice Jones for the office of Post Master General 
and respectfully ask the Senate's early action. 

Mirabeau B. Lamar. 

On motion by Mr. Kendrick, the rules were suspended and the 
nomination taken into consideration. The Senate then unanimously 
advised and consented to the nomination. 

Mr. Moore introduced the following resolution which was read a 
first time and laid on the table. 

Resolved That in no case shall the names of the voters on any 
question decided in secret session be published, unless with the unani­
mous consent of the members who may vote on the question. 

11See note 2 above. 
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The journals of the proceedings of the Senate in secret sesaion 
since the 11th November 1839 were then read and approved. 

The doora were then reopened" 

In Senate, Secret Sesaion, 
16 Dec. 1839. 

The doors being closed, a message from the House of Represent&· 
tives was read asking concurrence of the Senate in a Secret Joint 
Resolution of instructions to the Commissioners to negotiate the loan, 
which was read a first time. On motion by Mr. Jones of Brazoria 
the rules were suspended, the Joint Resolution read a second time and 
referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Joint Resolution" 

Of instructions to our Commissioners to negotiate a Loan. 
Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the Re­

'l>ublic of Texas in Congress assembled, in secret session, That the 
Co1lllilissioners to negotiate a loan, be and they are hereby instructed, 
so to contract for the Loan, that one fifth part only, shall be paid at 
the time of contracting; and the balance at four equal annual or eight 
semi-annual instalments, none of which shall bear interest until the 
money is received by the commissionera. · 

The Secret Journal of the 14th Dec. 1839 was read and approved. 
The doors were then reopened" 

Senate Chamber, 17th Dec.11 1839 

In Secret Session. 

The following communication from the ExeP.utive was read. 

To the Hon [ orable] Senate 
Gentlemen 

Executive Department 
17 Dec. 1839. 

I nominate Barnard E. Bee as Minister Plenipotentiary of. thia 
Government to reside near the Government of the United States of 

''The secret journal has no copy of this resolution; It has, therefore, bMD 
supplied from the enrolled copy, vetoed by the President on December liS, 
1839. 

"See note 3 above. 
"In copy A the proceedings for December 17th are dated December 18th 

and are Inserted after those ot the 18th December. 
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the North; and I also nominate Nathaniel Amory as the Secretary of 
Legation to that mission. 

Mirabeau B. Lamar. 
On motion by .i\lr. Everitt, the foregomg nomination was laid on 

the table till to-morrow. 
The Secret Journal of the 16th instant was then read and ap­

proved. 
The Committee on Finance reported the Secret Joint Resolution of 

Instructions to our Commissioners to negotiate a loan, without amend­
ments. The Joint Resolution was then read a second time and laid 
on the table. 

The doors were then opened." 

Senate Chamber, 18th Dec. 1839 
In Secret Session. 

The Journal of the 17th instant was read and approved. 
On motion by Mr. Greer, the nomination of Ba.rnard E. Bee to be 

Minister Plenipotentiary to the GoYernment of the United States was 
laid on the table. 

On motion by Mr. Moore, the nomination of Nathaniel Amory to 
be Secretary of Legation to the Government of the United States 
was taken up and unanimously advised and ·consented to. 

The Joint Resolutions of instructions to our Commissioners to ne­
gotiate a Loan, was then taken up. Mr. Moore proposed an amend­
ment permitting the Commissioners to negotiate for the first payment 
to be Two Millions of Dollars. Those who voted for this amendment 
were Five, against it Five, the Vice President voted in the negative. 
So the amendment was rejected. On motion by Mr. Everitt, the rules 
were suspended, the joint Resolution read a third time and passed. 

The doors were then opened." 
Same date 3 o'clock 

The Committee on Foreign Relations reported by recommending 
the passage of a series of Joint Resolutions for the establishment of 
amicable relations with Mexico-which report was read a first time 
and !aid on the table. 

1'See note 3 above. 
"Ibid. 
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Report of Committee on Foreign Relations" 

The Committee ·on Foreign Relations to whom was referred the 
confidential message of the President presented in secret session; beg 
leave to report:-

That they have attentively considered a subject so momentous and' 
profoundly interesting as the one this message discloses. 

The question of Peace to any country is one of deep and vital im­
portance. Even to those Governments whose claims to their respect­
ive territories have been sanctified by the lapse of ages, and are pro­
tected by a redundant population, large armies and an accumul&­
tion of all the resources and sinews of war, Peace is nevertheless a 
boon seemingly beyond all price, except the price of national honor 
and security. But to a country like ours with an almost boundle&B 
frontier, with enemies infesting three sides of our territory, with a 
sparse population and depreciated currency, its value is augmented 
by all those considerations which enter into a just estimate of the se­
curity of life and property and a steady and progressive develop. 
ment of the gigantic natural resources of our country. Notwith­
standing therefore the clear title which we have to the territory won 
by the valor of our people; notwithstanding the justifiable causes of 
war which led to our revolution, the undisturbed possession we now 
hold of the country and our unquestionable ability to defend our soil 
from any and all invasion, yet Peace with our Enemy under );he 
security of a just and honorable treaty is recommended by so Illllll7 
considerations of inestimable value, that it is with the moat intire 
gratification we perceive by the message we are now considering that 
the subject has engaged the anxious deliberations of the Executive 
and that his measures for the attainment of this object have beeu 
marked by forecast, discretion and wisdom. 

Whilst perhaps considerations of national honor might render it 
unwise, as calling in question the validity of the title to the Territory 
we have now and actually possess, yet for that beyond our poBSell­
sion, the title to which may be deemed disputed, the scheme of ef­
fecting a Peace for the quiet possession of all by paying alone for, 
this portion, seems to be free from all the objections which the mostj 
fastidious delicacy of national pride could possibly raise or sua-

-- i We therefore concur fully in the view taken by the President, thati 
if for the sum of Five Millions of Dollars, the Disputed Terri~ 
lying between the Nueces and the Rio del Norte can be p~~ 

"The Secret Journal has no copy of this report; It has, therefore, ~ 
copied from the original In Papers of the Fourth Congress. 
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and made the means of securing to us a stable boundary, tile formal 
recognition of our Independence, the quiet possession of the Terri­
tory we possess and an advantageous Treaty of Amity and Co=erce 
with ·a Nation destined to sustain relations of such incalculable profit 
with us, that this amount sinks into utter insignificance in compar­
ison with these invaluable objects. Indeed an offensive war for two 
years to enforce at the point of the sword the proposed boundary 
would cost five millions, to say nothing of the loss of human life, 
the suspension of the industry of the Country, the insecurity of prop­
erty, the depre>sion in the value of our Lands and the depreciation 
of our Currency which inflicts a daily ta.x on the Country, the 
weight of which almost defies the est.imaie of the nicest financial cal­
culation. If on the other hand turning to our fertile and magnificent 
territory extending from the mountains ·to the seacoast, stretching 
through almost every Yaricty of climate, soil and surface, we may see 
what in five years would be the influence of Peace on the prosperity 
of our people, what the result of the tide of emigration which would 
bring in its current, the numbers, wealth and industry not alone of 
the United States of America but of the whole civilized world and 
what would be the appJ'eciation in the value of our Soil which by the 
most moderate estimate would be augmented at least fourfold. We 
think if these considerations are properly weighed that to hesitate on 
the proposition of Peace is indicating as little regard for our own 
interests, as it would be an act of the most criminal injustice to our 
posterity. 

With these general reflections we now pass to a consideration of the 
probable means by which the important object of Peace may be M­

complished. We are far from deducing from the refusal of Mexico 
to receive the public accredited Minister sent by the Executive during 
the last summer to Vera Cruz, an inference unfavorable to future 
pacification, because his reception would have been ipso facto tahta­
mount to a recognition of the Sovereignty and Independence of our 
Republic. Nor should we regard even the want of suc~ess in the 
secret Agent our Government has now in Mexico as conclusive of the 
prospect of an early pacification, as events of a highly interesting 
character are inviting in concord with the efforts of Peace the par­
ticipation of a power not less distinguished for the magnanimity of 
her policy than the extent of her resources. 

In the Debates in the British House of Commons during the last 
summer, we have seen that Lord Palmerston, the Minister for Foreign 
Affairs, declared in his place that he had tendered the Gov[ernmen]t 
of Mexico the mediation of England in . the subsisting dispute with 
Texas-a declaration which the Commissioner appointed to negotiate 
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<Jur LoaD had eon6nned by his Lordship in a subsequent printe ia­
tA.'rriew-aecompanied by an explicit assurance in ease Hexiao Uould 
not. aeeept this overtlll'e for Peace, that the reeognition of oar IJad. 
pendence by Great Britain would not be long withheld. But. tben 
are other causes in aeth·e operation, which we think all tend to the 
probability of our procuring an early and advantageous peue. 
These causes our Commissioner bas likewise fully diseloaed in a maa­
ner which demonstratt>d the 11rnunds on whit·b our llrlll<pecta of P­
now rest. 

It is known that :\lexi<·o eontral'lc'll a large public debt which ia held 
by a highly respectable and influential class of British Citiama who 
are known in Europe as th<' .\lexiean Bond holders. These peJWma 

have not r~eived for several y('ars a farthing of intel'Ht on their 
Debt. The Stock eonSt•quently is •eriously depreciated. The 
Gov[ernmen]t of :Mexieo by a Convt>ntion eoncluded by her Mi:ni8ter 
in London on the with the l\It>xican Bondholders asaigned u 
a security for the ultimate redemption of the Bonds, her public 
Lands in the "Department of Texas." Although under this Con'ftlD­
tion the Mexican Bondholders can hll\'t' no claim against Teua iD 
her Sovereign and Independent capacity groW\ng out of thia Con­
tion, yet it gives them as against Mexico a fair claim to the amount 
of indemnity which Texas may be willing to pay for the dilputecl 
Territory between the ~ueces and Rio del Norte. 

Your Committee therefor<' are of opinion if both hoUMB of Oon­
greas in secret session, should pass a series of resolutions to the fol­
lowing effect that Pesce would be likely to result fl"'OIl 'their adoption. 

1. A resolution exprt>RSing our intire approval of the efforts of the 
Executive to estsbli•h relations of Peace with Mexico. 

2. A resolution authorizing the President to conclude a treaty fw 
this purpose and for the purchase of the disputed Territory. 

3. A resolution authorizing the Commissioners to negotiate BUell 
Loan aa might be necessary to fulfil the stipulations of the TlatJ, 

4. A reso[lutio]n, expressing an intire willingneas on the part. of 
this Gov[ernmen]t, to pay over the amount of the Indemnity in Loa· 
don to such persons as shall be authorized by the Gov[ernmtlll]t of 
Mexico to receive it. 

We have every reason to believe the passage of theae Relol~ 
in secret session but confidentially communicated to Lord P~ 
would insure the active co-operation of the Government. of ar-t 
Britain in effecting a Peace between Mexico and o111'118lva WhiJiii 
from the communications of our Commisaioner made iD per.m til 
your Committee, we have resaon to know that the inflllt!lltial allllj 
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active exertions of the IIIexican Bondholders will be employed in our 
behalf not only in our negotiations for Peace but also for Money. 

With this view of the subject, we cannot but concur in the policy 
of invoking the aid of a great and powerful ally who will be urged 
by every consideration of jnstiee towards her own citizens to inter­
pose, as well as by the sympathies of a common origin, language, re­
ligion and laws and by the stupendous commercial relations that are 
destined to grow up between a. people thus related. 

With these views and profoundly impressed with the vast augmen­
tation which it will be to the public repute of Texas for Justice, for­
bearance and moderation, your committee offer for the adoption of 
both Houses of Congress the following Resolutions:-

Joint Resolution, On the subject of establishing Amicable Relations 
with Mexico 

Section 1. Be it Resolved by the Senate and Home of Represen­
tatives of the Republic of Texas in Congress assembled That Con­
gress views with entire approbation the present policy of the Execu­
tive for establishing relations of peace with Mexico. 

Section 2 Be it further resolved, That the President be authorized 
by and with the advice and consent of the Sen, ate to appoint one 
Commissioner whenever he shall deem the same expedient to enter 
into amicable negociations with any person or persons properly ac­
credited by Mexico, for this purpose and to stipulate on the part of 
Texas for the adjustment of all difficulties the establishment of a 
permanent peace ancl settlement of the Boundary as defined by the 
Act of Congress entitled "An Act to define the Boundaries of the 
Republic of Texas" Approved December 19th 1836. 

Section 3. Be it further resolved, That should such a Treaty be 
formed between the Commissioner on the part of the Government of 
Texas and Mexico, and after the same may have been ratified and 
confirmed by the President and Senate of this Republic, our Commis­
sioners of loans in Europe are authorized to borrow the amount 
which may be stipulated in said Treaty, at an interest not exceeding 
Six per cent. 

Section 4 Be it further resolved, That the said Commissioner ap­
pointed on the part of Texas shall if practicable procure the Guar­
anty of Great Britain for the faithful. performance of the Treaty by 
both parties. 

14-Lib. 

W Lawrence Chairman 
on the part of the House 
Anson Jones 
Ch[airma]n on the part of the Senate 
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The doors were then reopened. 20 

In Senate, Secret Session, 
19th Dec. 1839. 

The report of the Committee on Foreign Relations recommending 
the passage of Joint Resolutions on the subject of establishing ami­
cable relations of [with] Mexico was taken into consideration: the 
Report was read a second time and adopted. The Joint Resolutions 
were placed on their second reading. Mr. Greer moved that they 
be la.id on the table. Those wh<' voted for this motion were Messrs. 
Burton, Greer, Jones of Austin and Stroud. Four. Against it, 
Messrs. Barnet, Dunn, Everitt, Jones of Brazoria, Kendrick, Lester 
and i\foore. Seven. So the motion was lost. The Joint Resolutions 
were then passed to a third reading. An additional resolution to 
said Joint Resolutions was then read a second time and passed to 
a third reading. The resolutions were made the special order of 
the day for to-morrow. 

,'rhe doors were then opened." 

In Senate, Secret Session, 
21 Dec. 1839. 

A message from the House of Representatives asked concurrence 
of the Senate in a Secret Joint Resolution on the subject of establish­
ing amicable relations with Mexico, and in a Secret Additional Joint 
Resolution relative to the pacification and adjustment of existing 'dif­
ficulties between Texas and Mexico. Both of which Joint Resolutions 
were read a first time. On metion by Mr. Jones of Brazoria, the 
rules were suspen[ded], the Joint Resolutions were read a second 
time. On Motion by Mr. Everitt, the rules were further suspended, 
and both Joint Resolutions read a third time and passed." 
·On motion of Mr. Jones of Brazoria, the officers of the Senate were 

authorized to give to General James Hamilton a copy of the Report· 
of the Committee on Foreign Relations on the subject of Peace with. 
Mexico. 

The doors were then opened." 

"The Secret Joint Resolution and the Secret Additional Joint Resolution 
here referred to have not been found. The first named was probably similar 
to the one proposed by the committee on Foreign Relations, and appended 
to their report above. 

"See note 3 above. 
"Ibid. 
"Ibid. 
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In Senate, Secret Session 
23 Dec. 1839. 

The following co=unication was read. 

To the Honorable 
The Senate 

Executive Department 
23rd December 1839" 

As the negociations for peace with Mexico in case the same shall 
be transferred to London may have an important bearing on the 
negociation of the Loan for five millions, I beg leave to nominate James 
Hamilton as a Commissioner under the resolutions passed by both 
houses of Congress and approved the 21st instant. 

As General Hamilton has already opened the negociation in Lon­
don with the Mexican bondholders, who, it is supposed will exert 
some influence in accomplishing our views in this respect, and as he 
offered to discharge the duties of this Commission without compensa­
tion, I take great pleasure in submitting his name to you. 

Mirabeau B. Lamar. 

The rules were suspended, the nomination taken up and unani­
mously advised and consented to.'0 

To the Hon [arable] 
The Senate 

In Senate, Secret Session, 
27 Dec. 1839" 

Executive Department 
23rd December 1839" 

I nominate lVIr. Edward Peravay as Consul for the Port of Havre, 
France and request the Senate's confirmation. 

lVIirabeau B. Lamar. 

On motion by lVIr. Jones of Brazoria, the nomination of lVIr. Ed­
ward Peravay to be Consul of the Port of Havre, France, was 
taken up and confirmed by an unanimous vote. 

The doors were then reopened. 23 

1'See note 2 above. 
20See note 3 above. 
"This date is omitted in copy A. 
22As the secret journal bas no copy of this message, it has been supplied 

from the original. . 
23See note 3 above. 
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To the Hon [ orable] Senate 

In s~nate, Secret Session, 
4th January 1840. 

Executive Department 
4th January 1840.11 

The following nominations are respectfully presented to the Sen-
ate for its action, to wit: 

C. M. Gould, District Attorney for the fifth Judicial Circuit. 
0. Tarpley Notary Public, Victoria County. 
James P. Cole Notary Public, Galvezton County. 
Kidder Walker, Chief Justice, Colorado County. 
Thos. C. Bunker, Notary Public Sabine City Jeft'eraon County. 

Mirabeau B. L,mar. 

The nominations of C. M. Gould and Thos. C. Bunker were unani­
mously confirmed. the other nominations were laid on the table 
for further deliberation. 

'Th.e sec:ret journal of 27th Dec. 1839 was read and approved. 
'Th.e doors were then opened. •• 

The nomination of Louis P. Cooke to be Secretary of the Navy 
was taken up. Those who voted for its confirmation were Mesan. 
Burton, Greer, .Jones of Brazoria, Lester,' Moore and Seguin. Six. 
Ag-ainst it, Messrs. Barnet, Dunn, Everitt, Jones of A\uJtin, KendriCk 
and Stroud. Six. The Vice President voted in the affirmative. So the 
Senate advised and consented to the nomination. 

Mr. Burton moved that the nominations of Naval Officers be 
taken up. On motion by Mr. Everitt, the subject Willi laid on the 
table, and 

the doors were opened." 

In Senate, Secret Session, 
11th Jany 1840 

The following communication from the President Willi read. 

To the Hon[ora]ble Senate, 
Gentlemen, 

Executive Department 
lOth January 184.0.11 

I have the pleasure herewith to transmit to you the Treaty of 

•see note 2 above . 
.. See note 3 above. 
•Ibid. 
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Amity, Navigation and Commerce lately negociated by the Hon­
[ora]ble J. Pickney Henderson in behalf of this Republic with the 
Government of France." 

You will perceive that the Treaty is based upon the just principles 
of reciprocity, and contains the formal recognition of our Independ­
ence by a lPacling and ancient power of Europe-the same magnani­
mous Government that was the friend of our native country in its 
earliest operations for colonial emancipation, and has always been 
conspicuous for chivalry and disinterestedness. With feelings of due 
respect to our minister intrusted with the negociation, I commit the 
Treaty with my entire satisfaction to your consideration. 

Mirabeau B. Lamar. 

'rhe •rreaty was then read and laid on the table. 
On motion by l\Ir. Jones of Brazoria, the nominations by the Execu­

tive were taken into consideration. 

Military Appointments. 

Lysander Wells, Colonel of Cavalry, and P. B. Dexter Lieut[en­
ant] Colonel, were, on motion by Mr. Seguin, laid on the table. 

On motion by Mr. Burton, the nomination of Wm. L. Cazneau to 
be Commissary Genera.! of Subsistence, laid on the table. 

The nomination of Hugh McLeod to be Adjutant General was 
confirmed. Those voting for its confirmation were Messrs. Burton, 
Everitt, Jones of Austin, .1 ones of Brazoria, Lester, Moore, Seguin 
and Stroud. Eight. Against it, Messrs. Barnet, Dunn and Greer. 
Three. 

The nomination of Wm. H. Dangerfield to be Commissary of Pur­
chases was confirmed. Those voting for it were Messrs. Barnet, 
Burton, Everitt, Greer, Jones of Brazoria, Lester, Moore and Stroud. 
Eight. Against it, Messrs .. Dunn, Jones of Austin and Seguin. 

The nomination of B. B. Sturges to be Pay Master was confirmed. 
Those voting for it, were Messrs. Barnet, Greer, Jones of Brazoria, 
Jones of Austin, Lester and Seguin. Six. Against it, Messrs. Bur­
ton, Dunn, Everitt, Moore and Stroud. Five. 

The nomination of M. B. Skerett to be Capt[ain] of Infantry was · 
rejected. Those voting for it were Mr. Dunn. Against it, Messrs. 
Barnet, Burton, Everitt, Greer, Jones of A.ustin, Lester, Moore, Se­
guin and Stroud. Nine. 

On motion by Mr. Stroud, the vote of confirmation to the appoint­
ment of Hugh McLeon to be Adjutant General was reconsidered and 

"The treaty is printed in Gammel, Laws of Texas, II 655-662. 
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rejected. Those voting for its confirmation were MeBIIl'll. Burton, 
Everitt, Jones of Brazoria, Lester and Seguin. Five. Against it, 
Messrs. Barnet, Dunn, Greer, Jones of Austin, Moore and Stroud. 
Six. Mr. Moore asked and obtained leave to change his vote. So 
the nomination was confirmed. The vote then standing six for and 
five against the confirmation. 

The following nominations were unanimously advised and con-
sented to: 

Wm. G. Cooke to be Quarter Master General. 
P. H. Bell to be Inspector General 
Jacob Snively to be Pay Master General 
B. H. Johnson to be Ass[istan]t Adj[utan]t General 
P. Caldwell to be Quarter Master 
H. Landers to be Commissary of Subsistence. 
Wm. R. Smith to be Surgeon General 
T. P. Anderson to be Surgeon 
Shields Booker to be Surgeon 
Edmund Tucker to be Surgeon 
Rich[ar]d Cochrane to be Ass[istan]t Surgeon 
G: T. Howard to be Captain of Infantry 
B. Y. Gillen to be Captain of Infantry 
The doors were then opened. 

On motion by Mr. Burton, the vote rejecting the nomination of 
M. B. Skerett, to be Captain, was reconsidered, and the nomination 
unanimously advised and consented to. 

To the Hon[ora]ble Senate, 
Gentlemen 

Executive Department 
lOth January 184021 

Since sending my nominations for Officers in the NaVY, cireum­
stances have occurred which, in my mind render it necessary that 
there should be some change in the appointments then proposed to be 
made, I therefore respectfully request that the list of nominations· 
may be returned to me to be corrected in conformity with these cir­
cumstances. 

Mirabeau B. Lamar. 

On motion by Mr. Everitt, the foregoing request was complied with 
and the Secretary instructed to return the list. 

•see note 3 above. 
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In Senate, :::>ecret :::)e,sion 
13th J any 18-!0 

The Treaty of Amity, Commerce and ~avi~ation between ]!'ranee 
and Texas was taken up and read article by article, and the ratifica­
tion of each article respectively advised and consented to, as also the 
additional-articles. 

On motion b~- .1\Ir. Everitt, 
Resolved, That the Treaty now under consideration be made the 

special order of the day for to-morrow, that the injunction of secrecy 
be and is hereby taken off and that the treaty be aet.ed on in opeG 
se~sion . 

. ~lr. Jones of Brazoria introduced the following resolution 
Resolvecl: That the Senate advise and consent to the ratification 

of the Treaty of .Amity, Commerce and Navigation between the 
President of the Republic of Texas and His Majesty, the King of the 
French concluded at Paris on the 25 day of September A. D. 18:39 
by Gen[eral] .James Pinckuey Henderson and Jean de Dieu Soult. 
due de Dalmatia, their respective Plenipotentiaries, and to the ad­
ditional articles to said treaty concluded as above on the same day. 

On motion by Mr. Burton, the nominations were taken up and the 
following Military Appointments unanimously advised and con­
sented to. 

G. F. Lawrence to be Captain of Infantry. 
G. W. Morgan to be Captain of Infantry. 
J. P. B. January to be Captain of Infantry. 
J. C. P. Kennemore to be Captain of Infantry. 
P. J. Pillans to be Captain of Infantry. 
::\Iatthew Caldwell to be Captain of Infantry. 
The nomination of Wm. L. Cazneau to he Commissary General of 

Subsistence was advised and consented to. Those who voted for its 
confirmation were Messrs. Barnet, Burton, Dunn, Everitt, Jones of 
Brazoria, Kendrick, Lester, Moore, Seguin and Stroud. Ten. Against 
it, Messrs. Greer and Jones of Austin. Two. 

The nomination of U. M. Dunnington to be First Lieut[enant] of 
Infantry was rejected. Those voting for it were Messrs. Jones of 
Austin and Seguin. Two. Against it, Messrs. Barnet, Dunn, Ever­
itt, Greer, Jones of Brazoria, Kendrick. Lester, Moore and Stroud. 
Nine. 

The following nominations were unanimously advised and con­
sented to: 
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Sam B. Carson to be First Lieutf enant] of Infantry. 
D. C. Ogden to be llo 
Edw[ar]d Thompson to be Do 
J. Weihl to be Do 
R. S. Neighbors to be Do 
Wm. D. Houghton t{) be Do 
The nomination of Martin Moran to be First Lieutenant of In­

fantry was advised and consented to. Those voting for it were 
Messrs. Barnet, Dunn, Everitt, Greer, Jones of Austin, Kendrick, 
Lester and Stroud. I<'ig-ht. Against it, Jones of Brazoria, Moore 
and Se!!Uin. Three. 

The following nominations werP advised and consented to: 
H. L. Grush to be Second Leiut[enant] of Infantry. 
Dan [ ie )l Lewis to be Same 
C. C. Hornsby to be Do 
,J. M. Alexander to be Do 
A. H. Scott to be Do 
Matthew McGovern to be Do 
On motion by Mr. Jones of Austin, the vote rejecting the nomina­

tion of U. M. Dunning-ton was reconsidered and laid on the table. 
The nomination of Cyrus Joy to be Consul at Philadelphia was re­

jected. Those who voted for its confirmation were Mr. fi!troud. 
Against it, Messrs. Barnet, Dunn. Everitt, Greer, Jones of Austin, 
Jones of Brazoria. Kendrick, Lester, Moore and Seguin. Ten. 

The nominations of Chief Justices were further laid on the table. 
The doors were then opened!' 

The nomination of F. M. Dtmnington was again taken up and con­
firmed. Those ·voting for it were Messrs. Barnet, Burton, Greer, Les­
ter, Kendrick and Stroud. Against it, Messrs. Everitt and Moore. 
Mr. Dunn was exeused from voting. 

In Senate, Secret Se~on 
14 Jany 1840. 

The following communieation was read and laid on the table: 

To the Honorable Senate 
Gentlemen 

Executive Chamber 
Jan. 14, 184021 

I have the honor to present for your conaideration the following 
nominations. 

"See note 3 above. 
•see note 2 abOve. 
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Ueo. W. ;)Iiles, C'hit>f .Justice for J,iberty County. 
The former nomination Dr. Farley being dee eased. 
Thomas Dillard. :'\otary Public Robertson County. 

To the Honorable Senate 
Gentlemen 

Mirabeau B. Lamar. 

In Senate. Secret Session 
18 Jany 1840. 

Executive Department 
18th January 184020 

I nominate .Toseph E. Plummer to the Office of Collector of 
Customs for thP l'ort nnd Distri,·t of Aransas, to fill the vacancy of 
- - Hews resig'Jled. and respectfully ask the Senate's conrurren('e. 

Mirabeau B. Lamar. 

whirh commnnit·ation was read and laid on tlw table.'" 

To the Senate 
Gentlemen 

In Senate Secret Session. 
20 Jany 1840. 

Executive Department 
Austin 20th January 1840'0 

In my annual i\Iessage to Congress at the commencement of the 
present Session I informed the Honorable Senate, that I had availed 
myself of the services of the Honorable David G. Burnet a' acting 
Secretary of State until I could make a selection of some individual 
to fill the vacancy which had occurred in that Department. This 
arrangement was intended to be temporary only, but finding it dif­
ficult to fill said vacancy with entire satisfaction to myself, I had de­
signed to keep the office open until the arrival of General Hender­
son from Europe, whose peculiar qualifications seemed to designate 
him for that station. to which I had intended to invite him in the 
event of his not desiring to return as Minister to the French Gov-

11See note 2 above. 
•see note 3 abo¥e. 
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ernment. I have, however, received this morning a communication 
from the Vice President in which he expresses a wish that I would, 
as spon as practicable, relieve him from the further discharge of the 
duties of that office. It therefore devolves upon me, without further 
delay, to fill the vacancy in said Department, which I now have the 
honor to do, by nominating Abner S. Lipscomb as Secretary of 
State, and respectfully ask the Senate's concurrence 

Mirabeau B. Lamar. 

which communication was read a first time and laid on the table.•• 

20 Jany 1840 
The Senate proceeded to an election of District Judge of the 

Fourth Judicial District. 
John Hemphill received eight votes. 
J as. C. Allen received three votes. 
Those voting for ,J. Hemphill were Messrs. Barnet, Burton, Ever­

itt, Jones of Brazoria, Kendrick, Moore, Seguin and Stroud. 
Those who voted for J. C. Allen were Messrs. Dunn, Jones of 

Austin and Lester. 
J. W. Henderson received a unanimous vote of the Senate for 

County Surveyor of Harris county. 
The nomination of Joseph E. Plummer to be Collector of Cus­

toms for the Port of Aransas, was taken up and advised and con­
sented to. Those voting for it were Messrs. Barnet, Burton, 
Everitt, Jones of A[ustin], Jones of B[razoria], Lester, Moore, Se­
guin and Stroud. Nine. Against it, one, Mr. Dunn. 

The doors were then opened. 

Secret Session, Senate 
30th Jany 1840. 

Richard Scurry received eleven votes for Judge of Sixth District 
John G. Love received one vote for Judge of Sixth District 
Those who voted for Mr. Scurry were Messrs. Barnet, Dunn, 

Gaines, Greer, Jones of A[ustin], Jones of B[razori]a, Kendrick, 
Lester, Moore and Stroud and Everitt. Mr. Burton voted for Mr. 
Love. 

John M. Hansford received eleven votes for Judge [of] Seventh 
District. 

"See note 3 above. 
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Wm M Porter received one vote for Judge of Seventh District. 
Those who voted for Mr Hansford were Messrs. Barnet, Burton, 

Dunn, Everitt, Gaines, Jones of A[ustin), Jones of B[razori]a, Ken­
drick, Lester, Moore and Stroud. Eleven. Mr. Greer voted for 
Mr. Porter. · 

Wm Hart received 12 votes [for] 31 Chief Justice [of]" Nacog­
doches County 

JilL B Lewis received 12 votes for Chief Justice of Jasper County 
Geo W. ?\files received 12 votes for Chief Justice of Liberty 

County 
G. B. Atkins r.eceived 12 votes for Chi c Justice of Harrison 

County 
A. M. Davis received 12 votes for Chie1' Justice of San Augustine 

County 
H. Millard received 12 votes for Chief Justice of Jefferson 

County 
D. J. Toler received 12 votes for Chief Justice of Washington 

County 
Silas Dismore received 12 votes for Chief Justice of Matagorda 

County 
Mr. Hartfield received 7 votes for Chief Justice of Fannin County 
[Joseph)" Murphy received 4 votes for Chief Justice of Fannin 

County 
Those who voted for :i\1r. Hartfield were Messrs. Burton, Dunn, 

Everitt, Greer, Jones of A[ustin), Jones of B[razoria], Lester. 
Seven. For Mr. Murphy, Messrs. Barnet, Gaines, Kendrick and 
Stroud. Four. Mr. Moore was excused from voting. 

R. D. Johnson received 12 votes for Chief Justice of Galveston 
County 

A. S. Ainsworth received 12 votes for Chief Justice of Goliad 
County 

I. N. Moreland received 12 votes for Chief Justice of Harris 
County 

J. Jill. Brown received 12 votes for Chief Justice of Jackson County 
Mr. Daniels received 10 votes for Chief Justice of Colorado County 
[Kidder ] 32 Walker received 2 votes for Chief Justice of Colorado 

County 
Those who vated for Mr. Daniels were Messrs. Barnet, Burton, 

Dunn, Everitt, Gaines, Jones of A[ustin], Kendrick, Lester, Moore 

stBeginning with this entry, the words "for" and ''of" have been interpo~ 
lated in each of the remaining' entries of this day's proceedings. 

"The portion of the names in brackets has been supplied from a certified 
list of the Chief Justices of counties, dated January 30, 1840. MS. in Elec­
tions by Congress. Texas State Library. 



176 SECRET JoURNALS OP TBE SENATE 

and Stroud. Messrs. Greer and Jones of B[razoria] voted for Mr. 
Walker. 

A. J. Fowler received 12 votes for Chief Justice of Red River 
County 

E. Ballinger received 11 votes for Chief Justice of Gonzalee 
County 
-- Campbell received 1 vote for Chief Justice of Gonzalee 

Connty 
Those who voted for Mr Ballinger were .Messrs Barnet, Burton, 

Dunn, Everitt, Gaines, Greer, Jones of A[ustin], Jones of B[ra­
zoria], Lester, Moore and Stroud. Eleven. Mr. Kendrick voted for 
Mr. Campbell. 

H. B. King received 12 votes for Chief Justice of Milam County 
[John]" Collins received 10 votes for Chief Justice of Houston 

County 
Mr. Gossett received 2 votes for Chief Justice of Houston County. 
Those who voted for Mr. Gossett were M~srs. Barnet and Greer. 

For Mr. Collins, Messrs. Burton, Dunn, Everitt, Gaines, Jonee of 
A [ ustin], .Tones of B [ razoria ]. Kendrick. Lester, Moore and Stroud. 
Ten. 

[David] 32 Murphy received 10 votes for Chief Justice of Victoria 
County 

Mr Miller received 1 vote for Chief ,Justice of Victoria County 
Those who voted for Mr. Miller were One. Mr. Dunn. Those who 

voted for 1\fr. Murphy were Messrs. Barnet, Burton, Everitt, Gaines, 
Greer, Jones of A[ustin], Jones of B [razoria], Lester,. Moore and 
Stroud. Mr. Kendrick was excused from voting. 

Mr. Moreland received 4 votes for Chief Justice of Travis County 
[James W.] 32 Smith received 7 votes for Chief Justice of Travia 

County 
Mr. Grayson received 1 vote for Chief Justire of Travis CountY 
Those who voted for Mr. Smith were Messrs. Barnet, Dunn, Gaines, 

Greer, Jones of A[ustin], Lester and Stroud. For Mr. Moreland, 
Messrs. Burton, Everitt, Kendrick and Moore. For Mr. Grayson, 
Mr Jones of Brazoria. 

N. W Eastland received 12 votes for 'Chief Justice of Fayette 
County 

John [S.]"2 Simpson received 4 votes for Chief Justice of Bexar 
County 

Erasmo Seguin received 8 votes for Chief Justice of Bex!U' County 
Those who voted for Mr. Seguin were Messrs. Burton, Dunn, Ev~­

itt, Gaines, Jones of B[ruoria], Kendrick, Moore and Stroud. Eight.' 

"See note 32, p. 175. 
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Messrs. Barnet, Greer, Jones of A [ ustin], and Lester voted for Mr. 
Simpson. 

H. McNeill received 12 votes for Surveyor of Montgomery County 
J. I:'- Hudson received 12 votes for Surveyor of Travis County 
J. W. Scallorn received 12 votes for Surveyor of Fayette County 
1'he nomination of Abner S. Lipscomb to be Secretary of the State 

was taken up and unanimously advised and consented to. 
The nomination of 'I'hos. Dillard to be Notary Publick for Robert­

son County was taken up and unanimously advised and consented to. 
The doors were then opened." 

In Senate, Secret Session, 
3 Feby 1840. 

A message from the House asked concurrence of the Senate in a 
Joint Resolution authorizing the Sec[retar]y of the Treasury to 
issue Promissory Notes to cover the appropriations for the year 
1840; which was read a first time, the rules were suspended the Joint 
Resolution read a second and third times and passed.33 

Th~ following communication from the President was received: 

,'f'o the Honorable Senate 

Executive Chamber 
Feb: 1, 1840" 

The following nominations are respectfully. presented for the con-
sideration of the Senate, to wit 

Barnard E. Bee, Charge d'Affaires, U[nited] States. 
Augustus W. Radcliff, Consul at New York, U. S. 
R. Wallace Burnet Consul [at] Cincinnati, Ohio, U. S. 
Mr Graham Consul, Phil[adelphi]a U[nited] States. 

District Attorneys. 
Patrick C Jack for the First Judicial District. 
John R. Reid for the Second Judicial District. 
A. A. Anderson for the Third Judicial District. 
John D. Morris for the Fourth Judicial District. 
James Armstrong for the Sixth Judicial District. 
William M. Williams for the Seventh Judicial District. 
James Reily for the Fifth Judicial District. 

Mirabeau B. Lamar. 

"See note 3 above. 
asFor a copy of this resolution see No. 5 of the Appendix. 
"See note 2 above. 



178 SECRET JOURNALS OF THE SENATE 

The nominations of Barnard E. Bee, A1;1gustus W. Radcllife, .R. 
Wallace Burnet, Patrick C. Jack and John R. Reid were unani­
mously advised and consented to. 

The nomination John D Morris was advised and consented to. 
Those voting for its confirmation were Messrs. Barnett,· Everitt, 
Gaines, Jones of B[razoria], Kendrick, Lester and Moore. ·7. Against 
it, Messrs. Dunn and Stroud. 2. Mr. Greer was excused. 

The nomination of James Riley was rejected. Those voting' for 
its confirmation were Messrs. Everitt. One. Against it, Messrs. 
Barnet, Dunn, Gaines, Greer, Jones of B[razoria], Kendrick, Lester, 
Moore and Stroud. 

The nomination of A. A. Anderson was rejected. Those who voted 
for its confirmation were Messrs. Everitt, Kendrick, Lester and 
Moore. Four. Against it Messrs. Barnet, Dunn, Gaines, Greer, 
Jones of B[razori]a and Stroud. Six. 

The nomination of Wi:lliam M. Williams was advised and con­
sented to. Those voting for its confirmation were Messrs. Barnet, 
Everitt, Gaines, Kendrick and Lester. Five. Against it, Messrs. 
Greer and Stroud. Two. Messrs. Dunn, Jones and Moore were ex­
cused [from votingf]. 

The nomination of James Armstrong was rejected. Those who 
voted for its confirmation [were] Messrs. Everitt, Jones of Brazoria 
Kendrick and Lester. Four. Against, it, Messrs. Barnet, Dunn, 
Gaines, Greer, Moore and Stroud. Six. 

On motion by Mr Moore this vote was reconsidered and the Presi­
dent was requested to withdraw the nomination. 

The following is the result of the ballot for officers under the 
Cherokee Land bill. 

For register. 

I 
Messrs. Barnet, Dunn, Everitt, Gaines, Jones of B[razoria], Ken-

drick, Lester, Moore and Stroud. Nine. voted for Mr. Howland. 
Mr. Greer voted for Mr. Jowers. 

For receiver. 

Messrs. Barnet, Dunn, Everitt, Kendrick and Lester. Five voted 
for Dr. Booker. Messrs. Greer, Jones of B[razoria]; Moore and 
Stroud. Four. voted for Mr. Mabbitt. Mr. Gaines voted for Mr. 
English. 

For surveyor. 

Messrs. Barnet, Everitt, Gaines, Greer and Stroud vOted for Mr •. 
j 
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Nelson. Messrs. Dunn, Jones of B [ razoria], Kendrick, Lester and 
Moore voted for Mr. Schoolfield. 

For receiver. 

Messrs. Everitt and Barnet were appointed a Committee of Con­
ference to request the House to withdraw the nominations of Messrs. 
Mabbitt and Booker. A Committee from the House informed the 
Senate that the House had postponed the election of receiver till to­
morrow ten o'clock whic'h was concurred in by the Senate. 

Secret Session. 
435 Feby 1840 

On motion by Mr. Everitt, the vote rejecting the nomination of 
James Riley was reconsidered." 

llfr. Everitt moved tbe confirmation of the nomination of Mr. Arm­
strong. Those who voted for its confirmation were Messrs. Burton, 
Everitt, Jones of B [ razoria J, Kendrick, Lester and Stroud. Six. 
Against it, Messrs. Barnet, Greer and Gaines. Three. Mr. Moore 
was excused from voting. 

Mr. Everitt moved that a Committee be appointed to inform the 
House of Representatives that the Senate did not think it expedient 
to go into an election of Receiver under Cherokee Land Bill, which 
motion was carried. Messrs. Everitt and Barnet were appointed said 
committee. 

~:~rn copy A the proceedings for this day precede those of February 3rd. 
"Copy A omits this entry. In a letter from the Secretary of the Senate to 

the President, dated February 4, 1840, be says, "The Senate have reconsid­
ered the nomination of James Riley and have laid the nomination upon 
the table without action under the impression that the nomination will be 
withdrawn." (MS. in Senate Confirmations. Texas State Library.) 





FIFTH CONGRESS 

15-Lib. 



Roll of Senator~ 

George W. Barnett, for the District of Washington and Montgomery. 

James W. Byrne, for the District of Goliad, Refugio and San Patricio. 

William H. Daingerfield, for the District of Bexar. 

Stephen H. Everitt,' for the District of Jasper and Je:fferson. 

James Gaines, for the District of Shelby, Sabine and Harrison. 

John A. Greer, for the District of San Augustine. 

Anson Jones, for the District of Brazoria. 

Harvey Kendrick, for tbe District of Matagorda, Jackson and VictoriL 

James S. Lester, for the District of Fayette, Bastrop and Gonzales. 

James B. Miller, for the District of Austin., Colorado and Fort Bend. 

Francis Moore, for the District of Harris, Liberty and Galveston. 

K. H. Muae, for the District of Nacogdoches and Houaton. 

Robert Potter, for the District of Red River and Fannin. 

Benoni Stroud, for the District of Milam and Robertson. 

Officers of the Senate 

David G. Burnet, Vice President. 

Anson Jones, President pro tempore. 

John D. McLeod, Secretary. 

'Mr. Everitt resigned his seat In the Senate, December 9, 1840. 



FIF'rH CONGRESS 

The Vice President in the chair' 

Secret Session 
Tuesday Nov lOth 1840 

Report of the President's appointments of person" to fill vacan­
cies of office during the recess of the Senate requiring the confirma­
tion or rejection of the same. 

Executive Department 
To the Hon[orable] Senate, Austin Nov 9, 1840.' 

Gentlemen, 
I have the honor to lay before you a list of appointments made to 

fill vacancies happening during the recess of the Senate, which re­
quire your confirmation or rejection. 

Vfhe secret senate journals of the fifth congress are found in the volume 
described in the first paragraph of note 1 to the secret senate journals of the 
third congress, and embrace thirteen pages of said volume. For the period 
from November 10, 1840, to January 21, 1841, tbe secret journals, as pr.,. 
pared by the secretary of the senate and adopted by that body, are found 
among the papers of the fifth congress. They have been followed In the 
copy here printed. For the remainder of the session (January 22 to February 
5, 1841), the journals as recorded in the volume referred to above alone 
have been available. 

1The message here printed has been compared with and made to conform to 
the original. 
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Date of Ap­
Plolnt­
men]t. 

1840 
Kareh 
llept 80 
!!opt 80 
Aprlll. 

April 18 llay 1st 
Sept 16th 
J'one 
P'eby 29 

March 5th 
March 16 
March 30 
Karch 30 
Sept 1st 
Sept 8th 
Aug 21st Sept 8 
M&J' IS 

July 18 
Feby 25th 
Nov. lOth 
March Ist 
Aur 18tb 
AUK' 18th 
Aug 18th 

SECRET JOURNALS OF TBE SENATE 

Name. o.mce. 

Branch T Arcber ___________________ Secretary ot War. 
James W 81mmons. _______________ 1'reasurer 
James B. Shaw ______________________ Comptroller 

~:~ ¥•:~~~:, aod}-------------·O'£~:~~sJoner:s to negotiate wtth PlUM tor a 

~!:~e ~~~~~b:~::::::::::::::Sg:Jn(l:!l~~=l; ~ ~t B~:d~ 
James Hamilton _______________ Oommllssione)r to treat with Holland 
John P Bordeo--------------------Oom[miulone]r Gen[era]l Land. Olllcl. 
i~g~::: & .GWra~~:::::::::::::::No~~O' PubUc Travid0oount;r 

:~~~~~: J~h~~~~::::::::::::::::: ~~ ~:~o~~~ru~~~untrl 
IJames P Oole ..• ------------------- do Galveston Oo[tmtJ'] 
OorneUus Lane -------------------- do Port of Lionville, Vletorla 00 
Peter Mt'Greal ------------------- do Port of Veluco, Bruorta 00 
'l'boodore Grabeau --------------- do Port of San Lu11, Bruorl.a Oo W H Watts ______________________ Oollector of Re\·enue, LaVaca. 

i'~~ep~e~:U~1:ri~eriOn:::::::::::Dist.;lct AttorD8Y Gtb J::= Dllt[rtatJ 
~IUiam F Gro.f-------------------- ·• lat " 

l.ra:e!\ 8~~~~~~-:::::::::::::=::::Notary Public, M:~corda Oo[UDtJ') 
H"nry J. Jewett_ ___________________ District Attorney 3d JudJclal Dlltlrlct] 

1Hugh McLeod ----------------------Ad.Hutan]t and ln~pector Geaeral 1Wm G Oooke ______________________ Ool[onel] t.t Reirllmen]t ID1antl'J' 
1F A Whlttaker ____________________ SUrgeon 
Edw(ar)d Wiedeman _____________ Assllatao]t Suraeon 
~Charles Aake ---------------------- " 

Oet 17th 1Horace Beall ---------------------Jany 30th J B Martin __________________________ First L[leutenan]t Pint lD.fantfJ' 
March 19th tM. H Cbevallle ------------------ " " May 8th .James B RavlB ________________ _:_ •• 

Aug 18th !Theodore Sevey -------------------- " 
Au~r 18th '.Tamel!l M Goegln------------------ " 

Kay 9th ~~~rb ~~oat:d·:::::::::::::::: ~ond L[teutenau]t
11 

Flnt In1au.U, 
.llay 9th :Reuben Roberta ---------------- " " 
lllay 9tb IOharJes Burgese ------------------ " 
May 9th [Thomas Johnson ---------------- " May 26th Edward S RatcUfT___________________ ·• 
May 28th Xathan E BerrY------------------- ' 

ieo:::: 1:::~~r :111;~~~:.::::::::::::::::::: :: 
Sept 3 ,Robert Patton -------------------- " 

!~b.~~:~g:~a;e::::::=::=:::::: 
i.E. Lawrence Stlclmey ____________ Qorumlssiouer of Revenue 

Mirabeau B. Lamar. 

Mr Kendric moved that the Senate take up the Report [m~f] 
on Monday next Motion adopted 

Secret Session 
Wednesday Nov 11th [18]40 

The Supplementary report' to the AD.nual report of the Treasurer· 
was received and read 

Mr Potter moved that that portion of the Secret Journals of lui 
Session referring to the acts passed authorizing the employing of a· 
Commissioner to negotiate for a loan be read The Senate not beiDa'; 

'The Supplementary Report referred to has not been found. 
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able to procure such information as desired instructed the Secretary 
to procure such documents as appertained to the employing and gen­
eral instructions to the Commissioners on loal!s. 

Secret Session 
3 O'clock, P.M. Nov 11th 40 

The Secretary reported that he had procured the documents agree­
ably to instructions 

A Resolution of Secret Session on the subject of establishing 
amicable relations with Mexico was read-

A Joint Resolution relating to the pacific·ation and adjustment 
of existing difficulties between Trxas and Mexico' [was read] 

Letters of instructions addressed to Ja[me]s Treat Esq and 
Gen[eral] Ja[mt~]s Hamilton' [were read]-also copies of Letters 
forwarded by Col [one!] Bee written by his Secret Agent in Mexico' 

Executive Department 
To the Hon[orable] Senate, Austin, Nov 12th 1840.1 

·Gentlemen, 
I herewith transmit to ~·ou copies of Lelters fr0m Hon[orable] 

Barnard E Bee Charge of Affail'es near the Government of the United 
States, together with extracts from the Letters of a Secret Agent in 
Mexico, containing information of an interesting and important 
character. 

I would particularly urg-e upon your attention, thal portion of the 
Correspondence which relates to the emigration of certain Indian 
tribes from Arkansas, and the design of the Mexican Government 
to employ them as allies in prosecuting its national wars. 

Respectfully, 
Mirabeau B. Lamar. 

"Copies of the two resolutions referred to above have not been found. 

'The Letters of Instruction to James Treat are dated August 9 and 19, 
1839, and are printed on pages 156-9 above. The instructions to General 
Hamilton were copies of the letters to 1\Ir. Treat (Burnet to Hamilton. Decem­
ber 23, 1839, printed in Garrison. Diplomatic Correspondence of the Re­
public ot Texas, II. 

•Colonel Bee's secret agent in Mexico was A. S. Wright. Precisely how 
many of Wright's letters were laid before the senate at th'is time cannot 
be ascertained. It is pretty certain that the following were of the number 
presented: Wright to Bee, August 29, November 10, 18 and 19, 1839, Feb­
ruary 5, and June 25-July 2, 1840. These letters with ot.)J.ers are printed 
in Garrison, Diplomatic Correspondence of the Republic ot Te.1:as, II. The 
subject of the emigration of certain Indian tribes, referred to by President 
Lamar in his message above. will be found in the letters of June 25 and 
July 1, 1840. 

1The secret journal has no copy of this message; it has, therefore, been 
supplied from the original. 
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(19th Nov. 1840) 
Secret communication from the President 

,To the Honorable Senate, 
Gentlemen, 

I have the honor to submit the 
quire your confirmation. 

Executive Department 
Austin November 18th 18408 

following nominations, which re-

Mr Theodore Barbey, Texan Consul at Paris, France. 
Mr Craig Texan Consul at Philadelphia, United States 

Respectfully, 
Mirabeau B. Lamar. 

Secret Session Novr 23rd 1840 
On motion the following nominations were taken up 
James P Pulsifer Collector Revenue Port of Sabine was confirmecl 
On motion of Mr Greer the message from the President was read 

also the accompanying documents and referred to the Committee 
on Foreign Relations [Messrs. Jones, Everitt, and Moore] 

Executive Department 
To the Senate, Austin Nov. 18th 1840.' 

' Gentlemen, 
I have just received the following letter from the Secretary of 

State,10 with the accompanying documents, which I beg leave re­
apectfully [to submit] for your consideration. 

'See note 7 above. 
'IWd. 

Mirabeau B Lamar. 

"The documents transmitted by the president bave not been found. 
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Secret session adjourned 
Secret Session Nov 30, P. M. 

Mr Kendrick moved a reconsideration of the vote confirming the 
nomination of \Ym Fairfax Gray as Dis[trict] Att[orne]y Mo­
tion carried On motion the nomination was ordered to lie on the 
table Motion ;ost Question on the nomination Yeas and Nays 
called for those that voted in the affirmative are J\Iessrs Barnett. 
Byrne, Dangedield, Everitt, Gaines, Jones. !;ester, Miller, Potter 
and Stroud 11. l\Ir Muse voted in the negative 1\Iotion carried 

On motion the following nomination" we1·e laid on the table Mr 
Craig, Hugh Md,eod. l\I,· Whitman and H. R. Scott 

The following were confirmed Wm. G. Cooke, F A Whitaker, Chas. 
Aake, H Beall, J B Martin, J. V. Chevalier, J. B. Ravis, Theo. Sevey, 
Jas M Goggin 

Door• wer<' then opened. 

Secret Session Dec. 1," 1840 
A message from the PrPsident nominating Samuel Hughes Notary 

Public Refugio 

To the l-Ion [ orable) Senate, 
Gentlemen, 

Executive Department 
Austin Dec. 1st 1840." 

I have the honor to lay before you the following nomination­
viz: 

Samuel Hewes, for Notary Public, Refugio County. 
Mirabeau B. Lamar. 

Secret Session Dec. 1840 
l\Ir Potter moved that the injunctions of secrecy relating to the 

Treaty of the Cherokee Bill be removeJ motion carried 
Mr Greer moved a reconsiderntion of the vote confirming the 

nomination of .J B Martin Motion carried then ordered to lie on 
the table 

Doors were then opened 

Secret Session Wednesday 4 o'clock 
On motion the Senate took up and confirmed the nominations of 

E IJ Stickney and Hugh McLeod, 
doors opened 

urn ·the secret journal the entry for December 1st follows the three un~ 
dated entries next below. 

esee note 7 above. 
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Secret Session Friday 1840 . 
Mr Everitt introduced a letter from Messrs Crawford and 

Sh~pherd" which was ordered to be filed in the archives of the 
gov.'rnment. 

Mr Potter moved that the Secretary call upon the President and 
get the message announcing the rejection of Wm F Henderson. 
Motion lost 

On motion the nomination of James W Simmons as Treasurer 
was taken up and confirmed" 

Secret Session Deer 23rd 1840 
A message from the President nominating the Hon Wm Menefee 

as Sec [ retar] y of the ,Treasury [was) read doors opened 

To the Senate 

Executive Departm[en]t 
Dec. 1840'1 

I take great pleasure in nominating the Hon[ora]ble William 
Menefee as Secretary of the Treasury, and respectfully ask, if the 
nomination be acceptable to the Senate, that it may be confirmed 
without delay, as it is of some importance that the Head of that 
Department should forthwith enter upon his duties. 

Yours etc 
Mirabeau B. Lamar" 

Secret Session Deer 23rd 1840 
A message from the President nominating Thos W Ward as Com­

[missione]r of the General Land Office [was] read 
Executive Department 

To the Senate December 23rd 1840'' 
Gentlemen 

I take pleasure in presenting to your consideration the following 
nomination, and to request your concurrence in it 

Thomas W Ward Commissioner of the General Land Office 
The resignation of Mr. Borden was received some daya ago. 

David G Burnet. 
doors opened 

"The Jetter from Crawford and Shepherd has not been found. 
"A letter from the President's Private Secretary to the Secreta!'7 ot State, 

dated December 9, 1840, states that James W. Simmons was CODllrmed oa 
December 8th. (MS. In Senate Confirmations. Texas Stats Library.) 

"See note 7 above. 
"President Lamar asked for leave of absence from the Republic on n-, 

ber 12th. A joint resolution granting the leave of absence reqneated ,... 
pas""d and approved same date. Vice president Burnet sent In~ flrBt -· 
sage December 16th. 

0 See note 7 above. 



REPUBLIC OF TEXAS 191 

Secret Session Deer 24th 1840 
On motion the Senate took up and confirmed the :i:wmination of 

W. H. Watts as Collector of Revenue of the Port [of] Lavacca 

Secret Session Deer 28th 1840 
On motion the nomination of .T. Ward Com[missione]r of the 

General Land Office was taken up Yeas and Nays on the confirma­
tion Those that voted in [the] affirmative are Messrs Byrne Dan­
gerfield Jones Kendric Moore Muse and Potter 7 Those in the nega­
tive are Messrs Barnett Greer Gaines Lester Miller and Stroud 6 
Nomination confirmed. 

On motion the vote confirming the nomination of T Ward was 
reconsidered and the nomination laid on the table 

Secret Session Deer 29th 1840 
A communication from the President was rec [ eive] d and read 

announcing a desire to withdraw the nominations of Edward S 
Jones Second Lieut[enant] First Reg[iment] of Infantry also Charles 
Brame for the same office which request was granted. 

,To the Hon[ora]ble 
The Senate 

Gentlemen 

Executive Department 
Austin 28 December 184018 

I am induced by representations from the War Department to re­
quest the withdrawal of the following names submitted to you by 
President Lamar-to wit 

Edward S Jones, Second Lieutenant First Regiment Infantry 
Charles Brame Ditto Ditto 

both of whoni are charged with unofficer like conduct. 
David G Burnet 

On motion of Mr Muse a committee of three was appointed to 
send for papers and persons etc Com[mittee] Messrs Muse Greer 
and Barnett 

Senate Chamber, January 4th, 1841 
In Secret Session, 4 o'clock P. M. 

On motion of Mr Moore the Senate took up the nomination of 
Thoma!! Wm Ward for Commissioner of the General Land Office 

Mr Kendrick moved that the nomination be confirmed. The Ayes 
and Noes being called for stood as follows Those who voted in 
the affirmative were Messrs. Byrne Dangerfield Kendrick Jones 

•see note 7 above. 
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Moore Muse Potter 7 Those who voted in the negative were 
Messrs Barnett .Gaines Greer Lester and Stroud 5. Nomination 
confirmed. 

Mr Greer moved to take up the nomination of William Menefee 
for Secretary of the Treasury. Motion lost. and the nomination was 
laid on the table. 

On motion of Mr Kendrick the injunction of secrecy was removed 
from the Journal of the 29th November 1839. 

On motion of Mr Greer the injunction of secrecy was removed 
from to.day's Journal so far as relates to the confirmation of T. W 
Ward. 

Secret Session J any 12th 1841 
A message from the President announcing the following nomina.. 

tions 

To the Hon[orable] Senate, 
Gentlemen, 

Executive Department, 
Austin, January 12th, 1841." 

I have the honor to submit to your consideration the following 
nominations, and to solicit your concurrence: 

,John H. Brower, Consul at New York. U. S., vice A. W. Radcliff', 
removed. 

Most's Patten, Consul at Bangor, Maine, U. S. 
Benjamin Drake, Consul at Cincinnati Ohio U. S. vice R. W. 

Burnet, declined. 
Francis Guerney Smith, Consul, Philadelphia, Penn. U. S. 
Calvin C. Jackson, Consul at Detroit, Michigan, U. S. 
Thomas Harvey, Notary Public for Matagorda, to take effect at 

and from the 23d inst[ant] wh~n his time will expire. 
David G Burnet 

A Bill to be entitled an act to repeal the two Joint Resolutions of 
Congress in Secret SeBBion etc 

Or [ dered] to lie on the table 

A Bill20 

To be entitled an act to repeal the two Joint Resolutions p&BBed at the 
last Session of Congress in Secret SeBBion on the 81lbject of establish­
ing amicable relations with Mexico and for other p11rp011es. 

"See note 7 above. 
"This copy of the bUI was made from the original In the Papers of the Fifth 

Congress. The endorsements on the bill show that It pused the HOUR oa 
November 25, 1840, but was tabled after Its first reattlng In the Senate. 
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Sec 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
of tbe Republic of Texas in Congress assembled, ,That the follow­
ing Joint Resolutions, to wit. A Joint Resolution on the subject 
of establishing amicable relations with Mexico approved 21st of De­
cember 1839, and also an additional Joint Resolution relative to the 
pacification and adjustment of existing difficulties between Texas 
and Mexico, approved 21st of December 1839, and passed in s~cret 
session, be and the same are hereby repealed. 

Sec 2. Be it further enacted, That all laws heretofore passed 
authorizing the obtaining of a loan ar loans be and the same are here­
by repealed. 

Sec 3. Be it further enacted, That the President be and he is 
hereby authorized and required to recall forthwith our Loan Com­
missioners Messrs. Hamilton and Burnley, and that he instruct them 
to cease any further negotiation to obtain any loan or loans. 

Sec 4. Be it further enacted that this act shall take effect from 
and after its passage. 

Secret Session -J any 18th 1841 
Mr Potter moved that the injunction of secrecy be entirely re­

moved from the proceedings of Col[onel] W F Grays c<.nfirmation 
etc Motion carried 

On motion the nominations from the Executive was taken up 
Sam Hews Notary Public Refugio C[oun)ty Mr Byrne moved 

[that) it lie on the table as Mr Hews had refused to act Motion car­
ried 

The following nominations were taken up and confirmed 
John H Brower Consul at New York US 
Moses Patten Consul at Bangor :Maine U S 
Benj Drake Consul at Cincinatti Ohio U S 
Francis Gurney Smith Consul at Philadelphia Penn U S 
Calvin C Jackson Consul at Detroit Michigan U S 
Thos Harvey Notary Public Matagorda 
The nomination of Wm S Menefee. Motion to lay it on the table 

Yeas and Nays called for. Yeas Messrs Byrne Dangerfield Kendrick 
Lester Moore 5 Nays Messrs Barnett Gaines Greer Jones Muse P9tter 
and Stroud 7 Motion lost. Question on the confirmation Yeas and 
Nays called for ·Yeas Byrne Dangerfield Kendrick Lester and Pntter 
5 Nays Messrs Barnett Gaines Greer Jones Moore Muse and Stroud 7. 
refused to confirm 

The nomination of Craig was laid upon the table 
The following nominations was taken up and confirmed 
Edward Weightman Ass[istan]t Surgeon 
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Robt Scott First Lieut[enant] First Reg[imen]t Infantry refused 
to confirm. 

Jno C Howard [Second] Lieutenant First Regiment Inf[antr]y 
confirmed 

Reuben Roberts [Second] Lieutenant First Regiment Inf[antr]y 
confirmed 

Chas Burgess [Second] Lieutenant First Regiment Inf[antr]y 
confirmed 

Thos Johnson [Second] Lieutenant First Regiment Inf[antr]y 
confirmed 

E S Ratcliff [Second] Lieutenant First Regiment Inf[antr]y re-
fused to confirm · 

N. E. Berry [Second] Lieutenant First Regiment Inf[antr]y con­
firmed 

Sam! Ellison [Second] Lieutenant First Regiment lnf[antry) 
confirmed 

Robt Patton [Second] Lieutenant First Regiment Inf[antr]y con­
firmed 

J C Morgan [Second) Lieutenant First Regiment lnf[antr]y con­
firmed 

Doors opened 

Secret Session J any 19th lMJ. 
Mr Moore moved a reconsideration of the vote upon Wm S Mane. 

fees nomination Yeas and Nays called for Yeas Measra Byme Dan­
gerfield Kendrick Lester Moore and Potter 6 Nays MeiiBl'll Bam.eU 
Gaines Greer Jones and Muse 5. Motion carried. On motion the 
nomination was laid upon the table until half past. three o'clock P. 
M. ,Thursday. 

Mr Dangerfield offered the following Resolution 
[Resolved,] that when an Executive nomination has been def!Ditel7 

acted upon by the Senate in secret session that the secrecy ol the 
1188Sion as far as the result of such definite action is m fiVery cue 
removed, unless the Senate is notified that the vote will be reDOJllid­
ered Adopted 

Secret Session. Jmy 21at [18]41 
A message11 from the President withdrawing the nom.iD&tion of 

Wm. S. Menefee for Sec[retar]y [of the] Treasury. lermt grutecl 

"A eop:r et this menage baa not been.found. 
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Executive Department, 
To the Hon[orable] Senate. Austin, Jan[uar]y 22d 1841.22 

Gentlemen, 
'fhe follo\Ying gentlemen are presented to your consideration in 

the hope that you will confirm them in the respective appointments 
attached to their names. 

Robert M. Forbes, Notary Public at Colnmbia, Brazoria county. 
Willard Richardson, Notary Public for Refugio Co[unty]. 
Wellington Donaldson, Notary Public at the 'fown of Calhoun 

Matagorda County 
George M. Collingsworth, Colle~tor of Customs at Port Calhoun. 

David G Burnet 

Secret Session J any 25th 1841 
A communication from the President was received and read also a 

treaty of commerce and navigation. accompanying documents 

To the Honorable 
The Senate, 

Gentlemen 

Executive Department 
Austin 25th January 1841" 

I have great gratification in submitting to your inspection the ac­
companying "treaty of Commerce and Navigation between the Re­
public of ,Texas and Great Britain", which has been recently nego­

. ciated on our part by our distinguished fellow citizen, Gen[era]l 
James Hamilton. 

The stipulations of the treaty with this ancient and distinguished 
power of Europe, are such as might be expected from the Mother of 
the Anglo-Saxon race. 'l'hey are based on the most liberal principles 
of reciprocal rights and benefits to the high contracting parties. And 
I cannot [refrain 1] from congratulating the Senate and the people 
of Texas, on the reception of a treaty which introduces the Single 
Star into the Ports of Great Britain on the same terms with the most 
favored nations. 

There are reasons of some moment why the constitutional action 
of the Senate in relation to this important document should not be 
unnecessarily delayed. 

David G Burnet 

On motion a committe was appointed to wait upon the President 
and get the Treaty between Great Britain and Texas 

22See note 7 above. 
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Com[mit]tee Messrs. Potter, Kendric and Dangerfield the com-
mittee repni~ed to returned and reported a diRrharge of their 
duties. 

,The said treaty" was then read first time. 
On motion the doors were opened 

Secret Session J any 26th 1841 
A communication from the President was received and read, also 

copies of letters addressed to and from Gen [era ]I James Hamilton21 

also a copy of a convention relative to debt.•• 

To the Honorable 
The Senate, 

Gentlemen 

Executive Department 
Austin January 26th 1841.'0 

I have the honor to present to your consideration copy of a Con­
vention recently entered into by our Commissioner, Gen[era]l Jame1 
Hamilton, with the government of Her Britannick Majesty. 

The grand purpose of this agreement is to bring about an early 
pacification between Texas and Mexico ;-And it is certainly in ac­
cordance with every impulse of humanity and every suggestion of 
sound policy, to desire the consummation, on principles of wisdom 
and justice, of such a purpose. It will be recollected by the Hon­
orable Senate, that at the last Session of Congress, sundry Secret 
Joint Resolutions (a copy of which is herewith transmitted) were 
adopted, conferring upon the Executive discretionary power to do 
all things which have been done by the Commissioner on our part. 
This Convention therefore assumes an aspect more solemn, and ita 
obligations are more sacred and conclusive than ordinary oomp~ta 
between diplomatic agents of governments. 

'l'he principal stipulations of the Convention are, the acceptance 
by ,Texas of the mediation of Her Britannick Majesty, and the agre&­
ment to assume One Million pounds Sterling of the Me:riean For­
eign Debt, in the event of a permanent peace being ma.cie and ratified 
between Texas and Mexico. By reference to a letter (copy of which 
is enclosed) from Gen[era]l Hamilton, dated London Dec 3d 1840, 

"This treaty is printed in Gammel, Laws of Texa/1, II 880-885. 

"See note 7 above. 
•since the letters to and from General Hamilton are not ennmerated, It Ia, 

Impossible to identify them now. The letter referred to by the President In 
his message is printed In Garrison, Diplomatic CotTespot~tlence of tlt.e a..i 
public of Texa/1, II. 

-The convention Is printed In Gammel, Law• of Texao, 11 8811-7 
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it will be observed that the English Creditors of i\Iexico, are desirous 
to commute the million pounds, for lands situated between the rivet• 
Nucces and the Rio Grande. Population being one of the principal 
wants of the Country, it would seem to me that such a commutation, 
judiciously arranged and carried out, would convert the assumption 
to pay One Million of pounds, into an agreement to receive its full 
equivalent in benefits. 

I have recently suggested to the Congress the probability, that 
Mexico, in the plenitude of her national vanity, would venture to 
reject this mediatorial agreement. Should such prove to be the fact, 
how pre-eminently advantageous would be the position of Texas 1 
And with what hopes of eventual s.uccess. founded on the universal 
sympathy of nations, and the righteousness of her cause, may she 
turn her utmost energies, to the last resort of an injured people? 
But if on the contrary, l\Iexico shall accede to the frienJly proposition 
of Her Britannick l\Iajesty, and a speedy pacification shall ensue, 
who can estimate the man if old benefits that will result to our young 
Republic? 

I would respectfully suggest to the Senate the propriety of ap­
pending to the ratification of this Convention a declaration, a 
priori, that no treaty shall be made with Mexico prescribing any limit 
to Texas, within or short of the boundary as defined by an Act of 
Congress approved December 19th 1836. 

David G Burnet 

Mr. Greer moved that the Sec [ retar] y have leave of absence to call on 
the President and get the original document relating to the conven­
tion of debt. Motion carried. · The Sec [retary] repaired to, re­
turned, and reported the document referred to which was read first 
time. 

The treaty between Great Britain and Texas was read second time 
Mr Greer offered the following resolution, 
,That the Senate advise and consent to the ratification of the treaty 

of commerce and navigation between the Republic of Texas and 
Great Britain concluded at London by Gen[era]l James Hamilton 
and Lord Viscount Palmerston their Plenipotentiaries. Yeas and 
Nays called for on the ratification. Those that voted in the affirma­
tive are Messrs. Barnett, Byrne, Dangerfield, Gaines, Greer, Jones, 
Kendric, Lester, Moore, Muse, Potter and stroud, 12--a unanimous 
vote 

Mr. Greer moved that the injunction of secrecy be removed as re­
gards the ratification of the Treaty between Great Britain and Texas. 
Motion carried. The doors were then ordered to be opened 

16-Lib. 
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Secret. Session Jmy 27, 1Ml 
Joint Resolution past in secret session last session authorizing 

James Hamilton to form a treaty with Mexico was reacl. .Alao the 
Convention relative to debt was read section by section Yeu md 
Nays were called for on each section Those that voted in the af. 
firmative on each section were Messrs. Barnett, Byrne, Danger:fl.eld, 
Gains, Greer, Jones, Kendric, Lester, Moore, Muse and Stroud. lL 

. Mr Potter voted in the negative 
Mr Greer moved that the proceedings lie on the table until to­

morrow Motion carried ,The doors were opened 

Secret Session Jmy 28th 1841 
The convention relative to debt was read third time A Resolu­

tion that the Senate advise and consent to the ratification of the con­
vention between the President of the Republic of Texas md her 
Majesty the Queen of. Great Britain concluded at London on the 14th 
day of Nov. 1840 by Gen[era]l James Hamilton and Lord Viscount 
Palmerston their respective Plenipotentiaries read first time rulel 
suspended read second time Yeas and Nays called for on the adop­
tion of the Resolution Yeas Messrs. Barnett, Byrne, Danger:fleld, 
Gains, Greer, Jones, Lester, Moore, Miller and Stroud. 10. Mr 
Potter voted in the negative 

Mr Dang_erfield offered a Resolution, That the honor, dignity md 
interest of the Republic of Texas demand that a strict adherence to 
the boundaries of this Republic as defined by a law passed md ap­
proved Dec [ embe] r 19th 1836 should be inviolably maiJltained Read 
first time 

A message" from the President was read, also a treaty between 
Texas and the Netherlands was read first time 

The doors were then opened 

Secret Session Jany 29th 1841 
,The treaty between Texas and the Netherlands was read second 

time•• 
A Resolution that the Senate advise and consent to the ratification 

of the Treaty of Friendship commerce and navigation between the 
President of the Republic of Texas and His Majesty the King of the 
Netherlands, concluded at the Hague on the 18th day of Sept[ ember) 
1840 by Gen[era]l James Hamilton, and the Baron Verstolk de 
Soelen their respective Plenipotentiaries, read first time, rules BUI­

pended read second time and adopted unanimously 

"A copy of this message has not been found. 
"This treaty Is printed In Gammel, Laws ot Texas, II 905·912 
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On motion the injunction of secrecy was taken off of the ratifica­
tion of the treaty of Netherlands. 

A message from the President announcing the nomination of 
Gen[era]l James Hamilton as Minister Plenipotentiary and Envoy 
Extraordinary to the Court of St. James, read 

To the Hon[orable] Senate, 
Gentlemen, 

Executive Department 
Austin 28th Jan 'y, 1841."" 

I have the honor to present to your consideration the name of Gen­
eral James Hamilton as Minister Plenipotentiary and Envoy Ex­
traordinary to the Court of St. James. 

In order to present to the Senate the peculiar reasons why this 
nomination is made, I enclose an extract from a letter recently' re­
ceived from Gen[era]l Hamilton, which I trust will satisfy the Sen­
ate of the propriety of this measure. The law regulating the grades 
of Ministers to foreign governments is inapplicable to the present 
case, inasmuch as the government of Great Britain has not yet af­
fixed the grade of their diplomatic representative to this Republic. 

David G Burnet 

Extract of a letter from James Hamilton bearing date, London, Dec. 
3d, 1840. 

"With a view to have the Gov[ernmen]t introduced to the Court 
of her Majesty, I would respectfully ask you to have me nominated 
as Minister Plenipotentiary and Envoy Extraordinary to the 
Gov[ernmen]t of her Britannic Majesty. I do not wish a Sec[retar]y 
of Legation, and as soon as the Exchange of the Ratification is made 
in London, I will come home and you can appoint a Charge which I 
suppose will be the grade the British Gov[ernmen]t will send. But 
until the Ratifications are exchanged in London I think it best to re­
main with my present rank. It will be necessary now to have my 
name sent in." 

The doors were ordered to be opened 

Secret Session J any 30th 1841 
,The Journals were read and adopted 
Mr Potter moved that the injunction of secrecy be removed from 

the transactions on the treaty relative to debt. Motion lost. 
Mr Moore moved that the injunction of secrecy be removed so far 

as to the ratification of the convention relative to debt, precluding 
the terms thereof Motion carrie,l 

"See note 7 above. 
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The Resolution by ilfr Dangerfield That the honor dignity and 
interest of the Republic of Texas demand that a strict adherence tc 
the boundaries of this Republic as defined by a law passed and ap­
proved Deer. 19th 1836 should be inviolably maintained adopted, 
to which Mr Potter offered an amendment, That the convention be­
tween Great Britain and the Republic of ,Texas relative to debt is 
ratified by the Senate subject to the provisions of this Resolution. 
Amendment rejected 

On motion the Senate took up the nomination of James Hamilton 
as Minister etc, to the Court of St. James Yeas and Nays on the con­
firmation. Yeas, Messrs. Barnett. Byrne, Dangerfield, Gaines, Jones, 
Kendric, Lester, Miller and Stroud 9 Nays Messrs. Greer and Pot­
ter 2. Nomination confirmed 

A message from the President announcing the Nomination of G. 
W. Terrell for Sec[retar]y of State and J. G. Chalmers Sec[retarjy 
of the Treasury 

Executive Department 
To the Honorable Austin, January 30th, 1841.30 

The Senate, 
Gentlemen 

I have the honor to submit the following nominations and to re. 
quest your concurrence. 

G. W. Terrell, for Secretary of State. 
J. G. Chalmers, for Secretary of the Treasury. 

David G Burnet 

Secret Session 5 o'clock Jany 30th [1841] 
A message" from the President announcing the following nomina.. 

tions 
John Holland Dist[rict] Att[orne]y for the Fifth Jud[icial] 

Dist[rict] 

John Hamilton Notary Public for Jasper County 
Henry Fisher Notary Public Houston Harris County 
On mation the following nominations were taken up 

G W Terrell for Sec[retar]y of State Yeas and Nays called for on 
the nomination Yeas, Messrs. Barnett, Byrne, Dangerfield, Gains, 
Greer, Jones, Kendric, Lester, Miller, Moore and Potter 11. Noes 
Messrs. Muse and Stroud 2. nomination confirmed 

John G Chalmers for Sec[retar]y of the Treasury Yeas and Nays 
called for on the confirmation. Yeas Messrs Barnett, Byrne Dan-

"See note 7 above. 
"A copy of this message has not been found. 
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gerfield, Gains Greer, Jones, Kcndric, Moore, i\Iuse, Potter and Stroud 
11. Nays, 1\Iessrs Lester and l\Iiller 2. Nomination confirmed. 

Doors were then Opened 

Secret Session Feby 3rd 1841 
A message from the Executive wishing to withdraw the nomina­

tion of John Holland as District Att[orne]y for the Fifth Jud[icial) 
Dist[rict.) read and ord[ere)d to lie on the table 

To the honorable 
The Senate 

Gentlemen 

Executive Department 
Austin Feby 2d 1841' 

In consequence of information vet·y t·ceentl>· receind. I am con­
strained to request the withdrawal of the nomination of ,John Holland 
as District Attorne~· for the· fifth Judicial District. 

David G Bwnet 

1\Ir Potter offered a Resolution that the President be and he is 
hereby requested in the event of a loan being effected b~· our Com­
missioner Gen[eral] .James I-Iamiltc.n and A. T. Burnie>', Esq., to 
hold said loan and ever>· part thereof subject to the future disposi­
tion of Congress Read first time 

Mr. Potter moved to remove the injunction of secrecy entire as 
regards the transactions of the Senate in relation to the convention 
relative to debt. Yeas and Nays called for Yeas, Messrs. Danger­
field, Jones, Miller and Potter 4. Noes Messrs Barnett, Byrne, 
Gains, Greer, Kendric, Lester, J\Io01·e, i\fuse and Stroud 9. Motion 
lost. 

Doors opened 

Secret Session Feby 4th 1841 
A Resolution that the President be and he is hereby requested in 

the event of a loan being effected by our Com miss [ ioner) s Gen [era )l 
James Hamilton and. A. T. ·Burnley Esq, to hold said loan and every 
part thereof subject to the future disposition of Congress read second 
time and adopted 

On motion of Mr Potter a copy was sent to the Executive 
A message from the President announcing the nomination of Jo­

nathan Ikin as Consul at London Eng! [an) d 

•see note 7 above. 
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To the Honorable 
,The Senate 

Gentlemen 

Executive Department 
Austin Feby 4 184111 

I take pleasure in submitting to you, the nomination of Arthur 
Ikin as Consul at the City of London, England. 

David G Burnet 

On motion the rule was suspended, the nomination taken up and 
confirmed. 

Also the nominations following were taken up and acted upon 
,John Hamilton Notary Public Jasper County confirmed. 
Henry Fisher Notary Public Houston Harris Co(un]ty, con­

firmed. 
James Hamilton Minister to treat with Belgium also Holland con­

firmed 
James Hamilton to negotiate with France for a loan laid upon the 

table 
On motion the doors were opened 

Secret Session Feby 5th 1841 
A message" from the President announcing the nomination of Wm 

B Scurry as Att[orne]y for the Fifth Judicial Dis[trict] read 
rules suspended the nomination taken up and confirmed 

The doors ord [ere] d opened 

"See note 7 above. 
"A copy of this message bas not been found. 
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Roll of Senators 

George W. Barnett., for the Dintrict of Washington and Montgomery. 

James W. Byrne, for the District of Goliad, Refugio and San Pa­
tricio. 

William H. Daingerfield', } . h D" . f B 
Ludovic Colquohoun,, tor t e Istrtct o exar. 

James Gaines', }f h D" . f Sh lb S b" d · L. Randall', or t e Istrict o e y, a me an Harrison. 

John A. Greer, for the District of San Augustine. 

Thomas McFarland, for the District of Jasper and Jefferson. 

O
W

1
! 1Y l\Jfarti~'·}for the District of Austin, Colorado and Fort Bend. 
1ver ones, 

Francis Moore, for the Distr~ct of Harris, Liberty and Galveston. 

K. H. Muse, for the District of Nacogdoches and Houston. 

Clark L. Owen, for the Di•trict of Matagorda, Jackson and Victoria. 

Timothy Pilsburv', }r h D" . f B . 
William H. Jack~, or t e !stricto razor1a. 

Robert Potter•, }f D" . f R d R" d F . James Titus•, or the Istrlct o e . wer an annm. 

James Shaw, for the District of Robertson and Milam. 

James Webb, for the District of Bastrop, Fayette, Gonzales and 
Travis. 

Officers of the Senate• 

David G. Burnet, Vice President until December 13, 1841. 

Edward Burleson, Vice President inaugurated December 13, 1841. 

John A. Greer, President pro tempore. 

Alexander C. Macfarlane, Secretary. 

•w. H. Daingerfield resigned his seat In the Senate about February 5, 
1842, to become Secretary of the Treasury; L. Colquoboun was elected hla 
successor in the Senate. 

'James Gaines resigned after the close of the regular session; L. Randall 
was elected hts successor. 

'Wyly Martin died April 26, 1842; Oliver Jones was elected to fill the 
vacancy. 

'T. Pllsbury reslgued after the close of the regular session; W. H. Jack 
was elected his successor. 

'Robert Potter was murdered about April 1, 1842; J. Titus was elected te 
flU the vacancy. 

'The omcera of the Senate for the Called Session were the oame as tboae fOI' 
the regular session. 



SIXTH CONGRESS 

FIRST OR REGULAR SESS!Ol': 

Secret' Session 
Senate Chamber Novr lOth, 1841.1 

Wednesday Morning, 'h past 10 0 'Clock A. M. 
The message from His Excellency the President informing the 

Senate of the following appointments made since the adjournment of 
the last congress was taken up. 

To the Hon[ora]ble Senate 
Gentlemen, 

Executive Department 
Austin Novr lOth 18412 

The enclosed document from the State Department contains the 
appointments made since the adjournment of the last Congress, which 
I respectfully lay before the Senate for its confirmation or rejection. 

Respectfully 
Mirabeau B. Lamar. 

List of appointments by the President since the adjournment of the 
fifth Congress, as per Register of the State Department. 

ISH I Names Office. 

Sept. 7!Samuel A. Roberts ______________________ Secretary of State. 
April 24;Alexander .McGutly --------------------- Consul at Cincinnati, Ohio. 

~~~: ~!~ao.m~e~ ~~~~;~~~==::::::::::::::=-:::::: £g~~~ ~~~;fH~Us£o8ri County. 
Mar. 15jWilliam H. Austin---------------------- N(j~~~t;~blic, Port San Louis, Brazoria 
May ll>Ohnrles B. Stewart_ _____________________ Notary Public, Montgomery County. 
June SiRob't Rose------------------------------ Notary Public, Galveston County. 
June UIJohn W. Smith __________________________ Notary Public, Bexar County . 
.luly 12iWilliam O'Connell ---------------------- Notary Public, Bastrop County. 
Aug. 20iWilliam F. Johnson ____________________ Notary Public, Matagorda County. 
Mar. 15:Thomas M. Duke---------------------- Collector of Customs, Port of Calhoun. 
Oct. 6:Reuben M. Potter _______________________ Collector of Customs, Port of Velasco. 

~~t i~·~~~!~~ ~o;~~k========================= g;~~~~~~ g~g;:: ~~r f~~~~~~Yo~~;~~~~-
April 24 Peter W. GraY-------------------------- District Attorney, First Judicial District. 
J'eb. 101Elijah Gossett -------------------------- Chief Justice, Houston County. 
Feb. lO,Joseph Lee------------------------------ Chief Justice, Travis County. 

:::ii ~~~~::~e ~~~;mVDiilfi:::::=-:::::==:::::: g~:~~ :?~~ii~:: ~~~~~tCC~~np;.unty · 
May ll!Samuel McHenry _______________________ Chief Justice, Harrison County. 
July 12!A. S. McDonald------------------------- Chief Justice, Victoria County. 
Oct. 6

1

1W. B. Goo~man ________________________ Cb!ef Justice, San Patricio County. 
July 21 Wm~ H. Ewmg __________________________ Chtef Justice, Washington County. 
Oct. 26 Alexander P Crittenden _________________ Chief Justice, Brazoria County. 

1There are two sources for the secret senate journals of the sixth congress. 
First, there is the volume described in the first paragraph of note 1 to the 
secret journals of the third congress. The journals of the regular session 
embrace fifteen pages of said volume. Secondly, the Secretary of the Senate's 
draft of the secret journals is preserved among the papers of the Sixth 
Congress. The journals as printed here follow in the main the volume re­
ferred to; it adheres closer to the ordinary style of capitalization, punctua­
tion and paragraphing; however, careful comparisons have been made 
throughout with the secretary of the senate's draft of the journals. 

'The message here printed has been compared with and made to conform 
to the 9riginal. 
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The office of Chief Justice of Goliad County is vacant by the re­
signation of Wm. L. Hunter Esqr, also of the County of Fort Bend 
by the election of Wyley Martin Esqr to the Senate. 

Department of State 
To His Elcellency Austin 28th October 1841 

Mirabeau B Lamar. 
Sir, 

I have the honor to transmit to you the above list of appointments 
made since the adjournment of the last Congress, as per Register of 
this Department, together with vacancies in the office of Chief Justice 
in several counties. 

I have the honor to be Your Obt Servant 

To the Honorable Senate 
Gentlemen 

Samuel A Roberts 
Secretary of State 

Executive Department 
Austin November lOth 1841' 

I hereby nominate Gen[era]l George S. Mcintosh as Charge 
d'Affaires to the Government of the King of the French, and also 
Thomas Gales Forster as Secretary of Legation to the same place, 
and respectfully request your confirmation 

To the Hon[ora]ble Senate 
Gentlemel). 

Respectfully 
Your Obdt Servt 

Mirabeau B. Lamar. 

Executive Department 
Austin Novr lOth 1841' 

I hereby nominate Peter McGreal as District Attorney for the 
Second J ndicial District of this Republic, and request your confirma-
tion · Respectfully 

To the Hon[ora]ble Senate 
Gentlemen 

Mirabeau B. Lamar. 

Executive Department 
Austin Novr lOth 1841' 

I hereby nominate Benjamin F Johnson as Treasurer of the Re­
public, in place of James W. Simmons, left for the United Statell, 
and request your confirmation Respectfully 

'See note 2 above. 
'Ibid. 
'Ibid. 

Mirabeau B. Lamar. 
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To the l-Ion [ora] ble Senate 
Gentlemen 

Executive Department 
lOth ~oveinber 1841• 

The enclosed list of Xaval appointments made during the recess of 
tlongress is respectfully laid before the Senate for rejection or con-
firmation. Respectfully 

To His Excellency l\I. B. Lamar 
Sir 

1\Iirabeau B. Lamar. 

Department of War 
Naval Bureau 9th Nov 1841 

In compliance with your request of this date, I have the honor to 
present a List of tbe officers attached to the Navy: Of whom the 
following have been retained in accordance with an act of Congress, 
entitled An Act to abolish certain offices, etc. ~\.pproved the 18th 
of January 1841; to wit. 

Edwin W. l\Ioore, Post Capt[ain]. 
J. T. K. Lothrop, Commander. 
T. l\L Taylor, Lieutenant. 
E. P. Kennady, Lieutenant. 
D. I-I. Crisp, Lieutenant. 
Wmiam Oliver, Lieutenant. 
William Seeger, Lieutenant. 
William C. Brashear, Lieutenant. 
Alfred G. Gray, Lieutenant. 
A. J. Lewis, Lieutenant. 
J. B. Gardiner, Surgeon. 
R. M. Clark, Ass 't Surgeon. 
Norman Hurd, Purser. 
F. T. Wells, Purser. 
In addition to the officers above mentioned it was found impera­

tively necessary to retain four more Lieutenants; two of whom were 
placed upon the Coast Survey, for the making of which, An act was 
approved on the 26th of January 1839. And the remaining two per­
formed duty on board the Schooner San Bernard, (the vessel ordered 
to Vera-Cruz with the l-Ion. James Webb, the Minister from this 
Government to that of Mexico). The names of these four officers 
are as follows ; to wit: 

J. P. Lansing, Lieutenant. 
Wm. A. Tennison, Lieutenant. 
A. A. Waite, Lieutenant. 
Cyrus Cummings, Lieutenant. 
'See note 2 above. 



208 SECRET JOURNAlS OF THE SENATE 

.After making the arrangements with the Gov[emmen]t of Yu­
catan, it was found necessary to make a few more appointment~. 
The names of the Gentlemen thus appointed are 

Powhatan Archer, First Lieut[enant] of Marines. 
J. M. Swisher, First Lieut[enant] of Marines. 
Reuben M. Roberts, First Lieut[enant] of Marines. 
J. F. Stephens, Purser. 
Wm. F. Maury, Purser. 
The rank of Lieutenant has been ordered to be fixed by a Court 

of Examination, which has not as yet reported a performance of its 
duties. Their names are consequently placed on the above List, with­
out regard to rank. The three Lieutenants of Marines, recently ap­
pointed, possessing equal qualifications, have been given equal rank. 
All other appointments rank by ·date, as written above. 

Very Respectfully 
Your Obt Servt 

B. T. Archer 
Sec[retary] of War and Navy 

P. S. Since making the foregoing List, it has been deemed pro­
per to inform Your Excellency of the names and rank of the war­
rant officers now in the Naval Service, which are as follows, to wit: 

Daniel C. Wilber Master 
Charles B. Shaw Master 
Robert Clements Midshipman 
J. R. Creecy Midshipman 
J. N. Postell Midshipman 
Alex'r G. Peyton l\Iidshipman 
John R. Wooldridge Midshipman. 
Fenwick Smith Midshipman 
G. H. Parker, Midshipman. 
H. S. Garlick, Midshipman. 
Edward Johns, Midshipman. 
S. L. Miller, Midshipman. 
A. G. Goodall, Midshipman. 
Duke L. Falkner, Midshipman. 
On motion of Mr. Moore, the doors. were opened. 

Senate Chamber, 
Thursday Morning Nov 11th 1841 'hpast 11 O'Clock A. M. 

Secret Session 
A message from the President informing the Senate of the ap­

pointment of F. A. Morris Attorney General. 
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Department of State 
Austin Non 11th 184F 

To the Hon[ora]ble DaYid G Burnet 
President of the Senate. 

Sir, 
In the list of appointments by the President, since the adjournment 

of the last Congress, made out from the Register of this Depart­
ment addressed to him, and "·hieh was sent to the Senate on yes­
terday, the name of F. A. Morris. Attorney General, was accidently 
omitted, his appointment bears date lOth l\Iay 1841. 

I am requested by the President to inform the Hon[ora]ble Sen­
ate of this omission. 

I have the honor to be Your Obdt Servant 
Joseph Waples 

Ch [ie] f Cl [ er ]k Dep [art men] t of State 

On motion of Mr. Moore, the nomination of Peter l\IcGreal as Dis­
trict Attorney for the Second J uclicial District was taken up and 
confirmed. 

On motion of Mr. Moore, the doors were opened. 

Senate Chamber Friday Morning Nov 12th 1841 
Secret Session % 10 0 'Clock A. M. 

On motion of Mr. Moore, the nomination of Benjamin F. John­
son, as Treasurer of the Republic, was taken up. 

On motion of Mr. Webb, said nomination was confirmed. 
On motion of l\fr. Greer, the various nominations were laid on the 

table until Monday. 
On motion of Mr. Moore, the doors were opened. 

Secret Session. 
Saturday Nov 20th 1841 

'hPast 12 O'Clock P.M. 
On motion of Mr. Potter, the nominations of the Civil List were 

taken up, and the following nominations were confirmed. 
F A. Morris, Attorney General, Republic of Texas. 
Alexander McGuffy, Consul, Cincinnati Ohio. 
Samuel G Taylor, Consul, Norfolk Virginia 
Ira M Freeman, Notary Public, Houston County. 
Charles B. Stewart, Notary Public Montgomery County. 
John W. Smith, Notary Public, Bexar County. 

'See note 2 above. 
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Thomas M Duke, Collector of Customs, Port Calhoun. 
On motion of Mr. Moore, the doors were opened. 

To the Hon[ora]ble Senate, 

Executive Department 
Austin December 2d 18411 

I hereby nominate John Hamilton and Samuel P. McFarlane as 
Notaries Public for the County of Jasper to fill vacancies occasioned 
by the expiration of the term of office of Wm. Myers and H. W. 
Sudduth. I also nominate Joseph Waples a Notary Public for Tra­
vis County, and respectfully request your confirmation. 

Mirabeau B. Lamar. 

Senate Chamber. 
Friday Decemr 3rd 1841 

12 0 'Clock M. 
On motion of Mr. Potter, the injunction of secrecy, relative to the 

convention with Great Britain, at the last Congress, was withdrawn. 
On motion of Mr. Potter, the nomination of Samuel A. Roberts, 

Secretary of the State of the Republic, was taken up. The ayes and 
noes being called for on the confirmation of the nomination of Mr. 
Roberts, and stood as follows: 

Ayes-Messrs. Daingerfield, Greer, Martin, McFarland, Owen, 
Pilsbury, Potter, Shaw and Webb. 9. 

Noes-Messrs. Barnett, Gains and Muse. 3. Carried 
Mr. Moore was excused from voting. 
On motion of Mr. Owen, the nomination of William F. Johnson, as 

Notary Public, Matagorda County, was taken up and confirmed. 
On motion of Mr. Pilsbury, the nomination of Reuben M. Potter, 

as Collector of Port of Velasco, was taken up and confirmed. 
On motion of Mr. Moore, the nomination of Robert Rose, as No­

tary Public at Galveston, was taken up and confirmed. 
On motion of Mr. Greer, the doors were opened. 

Monday December 6th 1841 
12 O'clock M. 

1\Ir. Muse moved the nomination of Peter W Gray District At­
torney First Judicial District be taken up, and confirmed. Carried· 
unanimously. 

On motion of Mr. Webb, the nomination of Gen [era]! Geo. S. Me-· 
'The secret journal bas no copy of this message; it has, therefore, beell.~ 

supplied from the original. 
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Intosh, Charged 'Affaires to the King of the French, was taken up and 
confirmed. 

On motion of Mr. Barnett, the nomination of Thomas Gales Forster, 
as Secretary of Legation, was laid on the table. 

On motion of i\Ir. Barnett, the doors were opened. 

Tuesday December 21st 1841 
12 0 'clock M. 

Mr. :Moore informed the Senate that the life of one of the Ron [or­
able] Senators had been threatened, and moved that the Commit­
tee on Military Affairs be authorized to send far persons and papers 
relative to the same. 

Mr. Moore withdrew the motion. 
On motion of Mr. Potter, the doors were opened: 

Thursday December 23rd 1841. 
4 0 'clock P. l\'L 

A co=unication from his Excellency the President was read, con­
taining the following nominations, to wit: 

Executive Department 
City of Austin, Dec 23d, 1841? 

Gentlemen of the Senate: 
The Executive respectfully submits for your consideration and ad-

visement, the following nominations, 

Anson Jones, Secretary of State, 
George W. Hockley, Secretary of War, 
George W. ,Terrell, Attorney General, 
James Reily, Minister Plenipotentiary to the United States of 

America, 
Asa Brigham, Treasurer, 
Francis R. Lubbock, Comptroller, and 
Gail Borden, Jr., Collector of the Port of Galveston, 
and respectfully solicits their confirmation by your honorable 

body. 
Sam Houston 

On motion of Mr. Muse, the nominations were laid on the table 
until tomorrow 11 0 'clock A. M. 

On motion of Mr. Moore, the doors were opened. 

'See note 2 above. 
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In Secret Session 
Friday December 24th 1841. 

1 O'clock P.M. 
The following nominations were taken up and confirmed, to wit: 

Anson Jones, Secretary of State, on motion of Mr. Moore, was 
unanimously confirmed. 

Geo. W. Hockley, Secretary of War. )lr. Moore moved the con­
firmation. The ayes and noes bein!! called for on said motion, stood 
as follows, to wit: 

Ayes--Messrs. Barnett, Byrne, Daingerfield, Gaines, Greer, Mar­
tin, McFarland, )'loore, Owen, Pilsbury, Potter, Shaw and Webb. 13. 

Noes-l\'lr. Muse. 1. Carried, and nomination confirmed. 

George W. Terrell, Attorney General. Mr Daingerfield moved 
the confirmation. The ayes and noes being called for on the motion, 
and stood as follows: 

Ayes--Messrs. Barnett, Byrne, Daingerfield, Gaines, Greer, Mar­
tin, McFarland, Moore, Owen, Pilsbury, Potter, Shaw and Webb. 13. 

No-Mr. Muse. 1. Carried. 

James Reily, Minister Plenipotentiary to the United States of 
America. On motion of Mr. Barnett, was laid on the table 

On motion of Mr. Barnett, a committee was appointed to wait 
on the President 

.The Chair appointed Messrs. Barnett, Potter and Greer. 

Asa Brigham, Treasurer of the Republic, was unanimously con­
firmed. 

Francis R. Lubbock, Comptroller. Mr. Byrne moved the nomina­
tion be laid on the table. Lost. 

Mr. Greer moved the doors he opened. Lost. 
Question on the confirmation of Mr. Lubbock was put. The Ayes 

and Noes being called for, stood as. follows: 

Ayes--Messrs. Barnett, Daingerfield, Gaines, Greer, Martin, Mc­
Farland, Moore, Owen, and Pilsbury. 9. 

Noes-Messrs. Byrne, Muse, Potter, Shaw and Webb. 5. Car-
ried. 

Mr. Muse moved the doors be opened. Lost. 

l\lessrs. Muse and Webb obtained leave of absence. 

Gail Borden, Jr., Collector of the Port of Galveston, was unani­
mously confirmed. 

On motion of Mr. Martin, the doors were opened. 
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In Secret Session. 
Tuesday December 28th 1841 

11 0 'Clock A . .1\1. 
.A. co=unieation from his Excellency the !'resident was received 

and read, requesting the return of the nomination o£ James Reily 
as llfinister Plenipotentiary to the United States of .America. 

ExecutivE Department 
Dec. 27th, 1841.10 

I am directed by his Excellency, the President, to request of the 
honorable, the Senate, a return to him of the nomination of James 
Reily, as Minister Plenipotentiary to the United States of America. 

W. D. Miller, 
Private See [retar]y 

On motion of l\Ir. Moore, the nomination was returned. 
On motion of .1\fr. Greer, the doors were opened. 

In Secret Session 
December 28th 1841 

1/2 past 3 O'Clock P. M. 
A co=unication from His Excellency the President was read, 

containing the nomination of James Reily, as Minister Charge d' 
Affaires to the United States of America. 

Gentlemen of the Senate: 

Executive Department, 
City of Austin, Dec. 28th, 1841." 

I respectfully submit for the advisement and consent of the Sen­
ate, the following nomination, viz: 

James Reily, Minister Charge d'Affaires to the United States of 
America, 
the confirmation of which is respectfully requested. 

Sam Houston 

On motion of Mr. Byrne, the nomination of James Reily was 
unanimously confirmed. 

On motion of Mr. Daingerfield, the doors were opened. 

In Secret. Session 
Monday Jan[uar]y lOth 1842 

5 O'Clock P. M. 
A communication from his Excellency the President was received 

10See note 8 above. 
"'Ibid. 

17-Lib. 
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and read, containing the nomination of David Ross as Captain of 
Ordinance 

Executive Department 
City of Austin, January lOth, 1842." 

To the honorable, the Senate. 
I respectfully submit for the consent and advisement of your 

honorable body, the nomination of David Ross, as Captain of Ord­
nance, in accordance with an act of Congress appraved 11th 
Dec[embe]r, 1841. Sam Houston 

On motion of Mr. Greer, the doors were opened. 

In Secret Session 
Thursday Jan[uar]y 13th 1842 

11 o'clock A. M. 
Mr. Potter moved to take up the Resolution from the House, re­

questing permission of the Senate to withdraw the Articles of Im­
peachment against the Ron. John M. Hansford. Carried. the resolu-
tion read. · 

Resolved that the Managers of the impeachment against John M 
Hansford Judge of the 7th Judicial District be directed to withdraw 
the articles of impeachmPnt against the said Hansford, tke senate con~ 
sentin.g thereto~• 

Mr. Potter introduced the following resolution, to wit: 
Resolved by the Senate, ,That it is held to be altogether at the 

option of the House to withdraw the impeachment against John 
M. Hansford, Judge of the Seventh Judicial District. 

The ayes and noes being called for on the adoption of the resolu­
tion, stood as follows, to wit: 

Ayes-Messrs. Muse, Owen and Potter. 3. 
Noes-Messrs. Barnett, Byrne, Daingerfield, Gaines, Greer, Mar­

tin, McFarland, Pilsbury and Shaw. 9. Lost. 
On motion of Mr. Barnett, the doors were opened.'" 

In Secret Session 
Thursday Jan[uar]y 13th 1842 

1/2 past 5 O'Clock P. M. 
Executive Department, 

City of Austin, January 12th, 1842." 
To the honorable, the Senate. 

I herewith submit for the appropriate action of your honorable 

"See note 8 a.bove. 
"The Secret Journal has no copy of this resolution; It has, therefore, beell 

supplied from the original In Papers of the SI:J:th Congress. 
"Judge John M. Hansford resigned Janllary 19, 1842. 
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body, the Treaty for the suppression of the African Slave Trade,'• 
concluded with the gonrnmeut of Great Britain, at London, on 
the sixteenth day of November, in the year 1840; with a protocol 
of conference between the plenipotentiaries of the two contracting 
powers, for the extension of the time for the exchange of ratifica­
tions; and, also, the letters of Geu [era!] Hamilton explanatory of 
the objects of t~e ,Treaty." 

I make no recommendation to your honorable body, being satisfied 
that all the examination and reflection necessary to judicious action 
will be given a subject of such great delicacy and importance. 

Sam Houston 

Protocol of conference held at the Foreign Office i\Iay 19th 1841 
between the Plenipotentiaries of Great Britain and Texas." 

Whereas, there was concluded between Her Majesty the Queen 
of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland and the Re­
public of ,Texas on the 13th Nov[embe]r 1840 a Treaty of Commerce 
and Navigation and on the 14th Nov[embe]r 1840 a Convention 
containing certain arrangements relative to the public debt and on 
the 16th Nav[embe]r 1840 a Treaty for the suppression of the Af­
rican Slave Trade, and it was stipulated that the ratifications of 
all these Treaties should be exchanged at London within nine months 
from the time they were respectively signed, and 

Whereas. lmforseen delays retarded the journey of lVlr. Burnley, 
the gentleman by whom the original of the last of these Treaties 
was forwarded by the 'fexan Plenipotentiary to his Government, and 

Whereas, the Congress of ,Texas separated this year earlier than 
was expected and was not longer sitting when lVlr. Burnley arrived 
a.t Galveston, and 

Whereas, in consequence of these circumstances the Texan Senate 
have not [sic] as yet advised and consented to the ratification of only 
two out of the three Treaties, and 

Whereas, it is agreed between the British and Texan Plenipoten­
tiaries that the ratification of all of the three abcve mentioned 
Treaties should be exchanged simultaneously, and 

Whereas, the Texan Congress will not meet again until the month 
of October next--,The Plenipotentiaries of Great Britain and Texas, 

"The treaty is printed in Gammel, Laws of Texas. II 889-904. 
"The letters referred to doubtless included the following: Hamilton to 

Palmerston, October 1, 1840; Palmerston to Hamilton. October 18, .1840; 
Hamilton to Lipscomb, January 4, 1841; and, perhaps, Hamilton to Mayfield, 
May 18, 1841. They are printed in Garrison, Diplomatic Correspondence 
of the Republic of Texas, II. 

"Letter Boo!< No. 41, p. 508. Department of State. 
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who signed the three Treaties aforesaid having now met together 
have agreed and do hereby agree and declare that the tjme for the 
exchange of the ratifications of said Treaties will be extended to the 
first day of June 1842. 

Mr. Greer moved to take up the message of his Excellency the 
President, with the Treaty on the African Slave Trade with Eng­
land. Carried. 

Several explanatory letters from Gen[era]l James Hamilton were 
read, and also the Treaty in part. 

On motion of Mr. Owen, the reading of the Treaty was dispensed 
with, and the doors opened. 

In Secret Session 
Friday Jan[uar]y 14th 1842 
1/2 past 11 O'Clock A. M. 

The reading of the ,Treaty between England and Texas was com­
pleted, and laid on the table. 

On motion of Mr. Greer, the nomination of David Ross as Cap­
tain of Ordnance was taken up and Confirmed. 

On motion of Mr. Greer, the doors were opened. 

Executive Department, 
City of Austin, January 15, 1842.11 

To the honorable, the Senate, 
I respectfully submit, for the advice and consent of your hon-

orable body, the following nominations, viz: 
Peter W. Gray, District Attorney for first Judicial District. 
Peter McGreal, District Attorney for second Judicial District . 

. J. M. Ogden, District Attorney for third Judicial District. 
C. W. Peterson, District Attorney for fourth Judicial District. 
R. T. Wheeler, District Attorney for fifth Judicial District. 
Henry W. Sublett, District Attorney for sixth Judicial District. 
Jesse Benton, District Attorney for seventh Judicial District. 
Thompson H. McMahan, Notary Public, Fort Bend County. 
George W. Scott, Notary Public, Shelby County. 
Ammon Underwood, Notary Public, Brazoria County, (vice R. M. 

Forbes, elected Representative in Congress.) 
B. F. Clement, Notary Public, Velasco (vice Peter McGreal ap­

pointed District Attorney). 
John Barnes, Consul at London, (vice Arthur !kin, removed). 
Edward Hutawa, Consul at St. Louis, United States of America. 

Sam Houston 
usee note 8 above. 
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In Secret Session 
January 18th 18±2 

4 0 'Clock, P. M. 
A communication from his Excellency the President was read, re­

questing the return of the nomination of Ammon Underwood, and 
submitted in lien thereof .J. W. Brooks, as Notary Public for Bra­
zoria County. 

To the honorable, the Senate. 

Executive Department, 
City of Au,tin, ,Januat·0• 18, 1842." 

I have to request of your honorable body the withdrawal of the 
nomination of Ammon Undcnyood; and in lien thereof, I would 
respectfully submit for your ach'ice and consent, the nomination 
of J. W. Brooks, as Notary Public for the County of Brazoria, vice 
R. M. l<,orbes. elected R<•prcsentatiw in CongTcss. 

Sam Houston 

On motion of Mr. B,\'l'llc. the following nominntions of the Presi­
dent were taken up and confirmed. 
Peter W. Gra0•, District Attomey for the ht .Judicial District 
Peter McGreal 2nd 
J M Ogden :3rd 
C W Peterson 4th 
R ,T Wheder :5th 
Jesse Benton 7th 
T H [1\fc]Mahan Notary Public for Fort Bend County. 
J W Brooks Notary Public for Brazoria County. 
B F Clements Notar0· Public for Velaseo County [sic] 
John Barnes Consul at London. 
Edward Hutawa, [Consul at] St. Louis, United States, N. A. 

'fhe nominations of H. W. Sublett, District Attorney for the sixth 
Judicial District, and George W. Scott, Notary Public of Shelby 
County, were laid on the table. 

On motion of 1\Ir. Byrne, the doors were opened. 

In Secret Ses•ion 
Friday Jan [ uar] y 21st 1842 

On motion of Mr. Greer, the Senate took up the Treaty for the 
suppression of the African Slave Trade between England and ,Texas, 
and read second time. 

On motion of Mr. Greer, the doors were opened. 
19See note 8 above. 
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In Secret Session 
Saturday January 22nd 1842 

1'he Treaty for the suppression of the African Slave trade was 
taken up, and read third time. 

Mr. Greer introduced the following resolution, to wit: 
Resolved, ,'l'hat the Senate consent and advise to the ratifieation 

of the Treaty for the "suppression of the African Slave Trade" 
between the President of the Republic of Texas and Her Majesty 
the Queen of Great Britain, etc., concluded on the 16th day of No­
vember 1840, at London, by Genl. James Hamilton and Lord Vis­
count Palmerston, their respective Plenipotentiaries. Read and 
adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Greer, the doors were opened. 

In Secret Session 
Monday Jan[uar)y 24th 1842 

Mr. Muse introduced a Joint Resolution authorizing the Seer~ 
tary of the Treasury to perform certain duties. Read first time. 

Resolved•• by the Senate and House of Representatives in Congress 
assembled (in secret session) that the Secretary of the 1:reasury be 
and he is hereby authorized and required to pay the amount of dis­
count which may actually exist at the expiration of six months from 
the date of this resolution upon Exchequer Lills which may then be 
held by John Harrison provided that at the time the said discount is 
demanded, the said .Jno W Harrison shall make oath that he received 
the said bills in fair mercantile operations at their par value, or 
that he received them in exchange for gqld and silver or other money 
of equivalent value at par, and provided further, that said John W 
Harrison shall also swear, that he has at no time refused to take said 
bills at par, and provided also, that the amount upon which he de­
mands the discount shall not exceed $15,000. 

On motion of Mr. Muse, the doors were opened. 

In Secret Session 
January 29th 1842 

.A communication from the President was read, containing the 
nominations of P. Edmonds, Consul of the Republic, at New Orleana, 
United States of America; and, William Henry Daingerfield, Sec­
retary of the ,Treasury of the Republic. 

"The Secret Journal has no copy of this Joint Resolution; It bas, there­
fore, been supplied from the original In Papers of the Slllth Congress. The 
measure passed the Senate, but failed In the House. 
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Exeeuti ve Department, 
City of Austin, January 29, 18-J.:~.'" 

To the honorable, the Senate. 

I respectfully submit for the advice and consent of vour honorable 
body, the nominations of \Yilliam Henry Daingerfield: for Secretary 
of the Treasury of the Republic, and of P. Edmonds, for Consul of 
the Republic at l\ew Orleans, United States of America 

Sam Houston 

Mr Gaines moved to take up the nomination of Georg·e W Scott, 
ns Notary: Public of Shelby County. Carried, and was unanimously 
confirmed. 

Mr. Potter mowd to take up the nomination of H W Sublett, 
District Attorney of the sixth Judicial District. Carried. The ayes 
and noes being called for on its confirmation stood as follows: 

Ayes-llfessrs. Gaines, Greer, l\Iartin, Pilsbury, Potter and Shaw. 
6. 

Noes-Messrs. Barnett, Byrne, l\IcFarland, Owen and Webb. 5. 
Carried, and nomination eonfirmed. 

On motion of l\Ir Potter, the doors were opened. 

In Secret Session 
February 1st 1842. 

Mr Potter moved to take up the nomination of William Henry 
Daingerfield. Carried. 

Mr Greer moved that the nomination be laid on the table for the 
present. Carried. 

Mr Webb moved to take up the nomination of P. Edmonds, Consul 
of the Republic, at New Orleans, United States of America. Carried. 

Ayes and noes being called for on the confirmation of the nomina­
tion, stood as follows : 

Ayes-Messrs. Barnett, Gaines, Greer, Martin, McFarland, Muse, 
Potter and Webb. 8. 

Noes-Messrs. Byrne, Owen, Pilsbury and Shaw. 4. Carried. 
Mr. Muse moved to take up the Joint Resolution relative to the Ex­

chequer bills, etc. Carried. Read second time. 
Mr. Muse offered a substitute. 
On motion of Mr. Greer, the bill and substitute were laid on the 

table, 
On motion of Mr. Potter, the doors were opened. 

"See note 8 above. 



220 SECRET JOURNALS OF THE SENATE 

In Secret Session 
February 3rd 1842. 

'l'he following nominations we~e received from his Excellency the 
President 

Executive Department, 
City of Austin, February 3d, 1842.11 

To the honorable, the Senate. 
I have the honor to submit for the advice and consent of your hon-

orable body, the following nominations, viz: 
Ashbel Smith, Minister Charge d'Affaires to France. 
John G. Berry, Collector for the District of San Augustine. 
~iles F. Smith. C'olketor for tl1e District of Sabine. -
Nathaniel D. Ellis, Collector for the District of Red River. 
Henri Castro, Consnl General of Texas for France. 
William Kennedy, Consul General of Texas for Great Britain. 
S. P. McFarlane, Notary Public for Jasper County. 
D. Laughlin, Notary Public for Travis County. 
Wm. Herring, Notary Public for Jefferson County. 
Amos Morrill, Notary Public for Red River County. 
Thomas Crutcher, Notary Public for Bowie County. 
W. D. Shelton, Notary Public for Harrison Councy . 
• John S. Menefee, Notary Public for Jackson County. 
George Tjane. Kotary Public for Panola Cotmty. 
James S. SulliYan. Notary Pnblir for Ward County. 

Sam Houston 

All of the above nominations were unanimously confirmed but W. 
D. Ellis, which nomination was laid on the table. 

llfr Muse mov~d to take up the Joint Resolution relative to Ex-
chequer Bills. Carried. Read second time. 

Mr Webb offered a substitute, which was read and adopted. 
Mr ~!use mO\·ed the rule be suspended. Carried. Read third time. 
The ayes and noes being called for on the final passage stood as 

follows: 
Ayes-Messrs. Barnett, Greer, McFarland, Muse, Potter and 

Webb. 6. 
Noes-Messrs. Gaines, Martin, Pilsbury and Shaw. 4. CarrieJ. 
On motion the doors were opened. 

In Secret Session 
February 4th 1842 

A message was received from His Excellency the President request­
ing the withdrawal of the nomination of W. D. Ellis Collector of Red 

"See note 2 above. 
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River, and nominating in lieu thereof James Bourland, also the fol­
lowing non1inations. 

To the honorable, the Senate. 

Executive Department, 
Cit>- of Aust!r;, February 3d, 1842." 

I have to request of ;vour honorable body, the withJrawal of the 
nomination of Nathaniel D. Ellis, as Collector for the District of Red 
River, and in lieu thereof to nominate James Bourland, for said of-
fice. Sam Houston 

To the honorable, the Senate. 

Executive Department, 
City of Austin, February 4, 1842." 

I herewith submit for the advice and consent of your honorable 
body, the nominations of Francis l\I. Weatherhead, Jr., as Notary Pub­
lic for Sabine Cotmt>-, and of Alexander E . .i\TeClure, as Notary Pub­
lic for Burnet Cotmt>'· 

Sam Houston 

On motion of :lfr. Gree.r, the above nominations were tmanimously 
confirmed. 

A message from his Excellency was read, with a project for commer­
cial regulations to be formed between the government of his Majesty 
the King of the Belgians and the Republic of Texas. 

Executive Department, 
City of Austin, February 2d, 1842." 

To the honorable, the Senate and House of Representatives. 
General Hamilton has returned from Europe and reports to me 

a correspondence between His Majecty, the King of the Belgians, and 
himself, for procuring the guarantee of that Government on a pub­
lic loan for this Republic, as an equivalent for certain commercial 
privileges according to the project of a legislative compact, of which 
the enclosed is a copy. I invite the serious attention of Congress to 
this scheme for establishing the public credit of the country and ob­
taining the means for its security and defenre. 

General Hamilton has, also, brought with him a plan for the sale 
and settlement of the public lands of the Republic, and supplying 
laborers from Europe for their cultivation, which, together with a 
scheme for raising money for the country by bonds commutable and 
terminable by life annuities, will likewise be presented for your con­
sideration. 

"See note 8 above. 
"Ibid. 
"Ibid. 
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The various duties now claiming the attention of the President and 
the situation of the different Departments nearly destitute of Clerks, 
have rendered it impossible for the Executive to enter into such an 
investigation of the plans of General Hamilton, as would enable him to 
recommend any course in regard to them. He, therefor, submits the 
matter to the wisdom and mature investigation and deliberation of 
the honorable Congress. Sam Houston 

Project of a Commercial Legislative Compact between the Govern­
ment of his Majesty the King of the Belgians and the Republic of 
Texas. 

1st. Texas shall admit at one half the rate of duty the cotton, 
woollen, iron and linen manufactures of Belgium whilst the imposts 
on similar articles the manufacture and product of other nations shall 
pay a duty of 50 pr. cent ad valorem. 

2d. That this rate of duty shall continue for five years from the 
date of the ratification of the Treaty when Texas shall have the right 
if she pleases of reducing the latter duty one fourth and in ten years 
another fourth maintaining the same relative discriminations in favor 
of the above enumerated imports from Belgium. 

3d. That Belgian vessels shall be admitted into the privileges of 
the coastwise trade of Texas as the national vessels ~f Texas. 

4th. Belgian vessels shall be admitted at the same rate of tonnage 
duty and port charges into the ports of Texas as Texian vessels. 

5th. 'fhat arms and munitions of war of every description the 
manufacture of Belgium shall be admitted free of duty whilst those 
the manufacture of other nations shall pay a duty of 100 pr. cent ad 
valorem. 

6th. That these privileges and concessions shall continue as long 
as Belgium is under any pecuniary responsibility for Texas what­
soever, and whilst such responsibility continues she will stipulate 
>honld hostilities be renewed between Mexico and herself to confine 
herself to a war strictly defensive or to such measures as may belong 
to a war of this character. . 

For these advantages to Belgium it is proposed that as an equiv­
alent she should guarantee a public loan for Texas of 37 millions of 
francs or 7 millions of dollars by a specific endorsement of the honda 
of the Republic, bearing an interest of six pr. cent redeemable by the 
operation of a sinking fund not to exceed 20 years. For which Texas 
is to pledge the following securities. 

1st. A pledge of the public faith, taxes and revenues of the coun­
try. 

2d. A pledge generally of the proceeds of the sall!l! of the public 
lands which amount to 150·mil!ions of acres. 
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3d. A pledge of the proceeds specially of 5 millions of acres to 
be surveyed, laid off and sold by emigration and land boards in the 
course of organization in Great Britain and on the continent of Eu­
rope. 

4th. A pledge of any indemnity which the United States of 
Amercia may pay for a part of the State of Louisiana which by the 
recent running of the boundary line between the U. S. and Texas is 
found to fall within the limits of the latter. 

::ith. That on the negociation of the loan one half or fifty per cent 
of the nett proceeds of the same shall be deposited in the Treasury of 
Belgium at an interest of 4 pr. cent with an understanding however 
that it is to be considered as a safety f1md to cover any defanlt in 
the payment of the interest or supply of the sinking fund of the loan, 
until Texas shall have paid off one half the loan to her credit, when 
the deposit in the Treasury of Belgium shall be at the disposal of 
Texas. 

It is proposed between the respective parties that the Govt. of 
Belgium should send out a commissioner to Texas to examine and 
report on the following points: 

1st. Of the entire security of Texas from a successful invasion of 
her terri tory. 

2d. Of the stability of her institutions. 
3d. Of her abundant resources to meet her public debt and to save 

Belgium entirely harmless from all and every responsibility under 
her guarantee. 

4th. Of the present and probable future trade of Texas. 
5th. Of the advantages present and future of the above treaty 

to the people of Belgium. 
6th. Of the good faith with which the treaty is likely to be main­

tained by the Government and People of Texas. 
The undersigned submits the above as the basis of the project of 

the law which he will propose to the Congress of Texas. 
(Signed) J. Hamilton 

Brussels, Oct. 20th, 1841 
Mr Potter moved that a committee be appointed to act with such 

Committee as the House may appoint on the project of commerce, etc., 
submitted by Genl. Hamilton. Carried. 

The chair appointed Messrs. Potter, Webb and Greer said commit­
tee. 

On motion of Mr Potter, the doors were opened. 

In Secret Session. February 5th 1842 
Mr Potter, Chairman of the Select Committee, appointed to act on 
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the Commercial project of GenL Hamilton, reported unfavorably. 
Report adopted. 

To Ed[ward] Burleson 
Pres[ident] of the Senate 

K L. Anderson 

Committee Room 
Feb[rua]ry 4th 184220 

Speaker of the House of Rep [resentatives] 
The Joint Select Committee of both houses of Congress to whom 

was referred the Executive Communication of the 2d Inst[ant] en­
closing the project of a legislative compact submitted by Genl. James 
Hamilton, Minister and Loan Com[missione]r in Europe to the King 
of Belgium, as a basis of a loan of seven millions of dollars to the 
Republic of Texas, under the guarantee of the Government of Bel­
gium for the same, have considered the subject as fully as the limited 
time allowed the Committee would permit. 

The subject being one covering vast ground, and of important po­
litical and commercial interest would necessarily call for considerable 
time as well on the part of the Committee as of the House, to 
give to it that reflection and deliberation requireq for a ·satisfactory 
conclusion, or action of either. Moreover the late and protracted 
period of the session precludes the passage of such legislative enact­
ments as would be necessary to carry out the objects embraced in the 
project, should the same in whole or in part upon mature investiga­
tion meet the views either of the Committee or of the Congress. 

Connected also with the loan were submitted to the Committee by 
Genl. Hamilton two drafts of Bills, drawn up with great care, and 
well matured having for their object the encouragement of imigra­
tion and the introduction of labourers to the country; also for the 
isle and settlement of the public domain of Texas, which the Com­
mittee for the reasons assigned are unable to embody in a detailed 
report. 

Although your Committee are aware that the project of a legisla­
tive compact, as also the bills would receive such modifications, and 
be accepted and rendered conformable to our institution and laws, yet 
the short period which Congress will likely remain in session con• 
strains the Committee to submit to the consideration of Congresa, 
and to recommend that it is impracticable at this time further· 
to take the subject under col!sideration, and that the Committee be 
discharged therefrom. 

•The secret journal has no copy of this report; It has, therefore, heell 
supplied from the original. 
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All of which is respectfully submitted 
.J. S. i\Iayfield 

Chairman Special Com [mittee] on part of House 
Rob. Potter, 

Chairman of Counnittee of the Senate. 
Mr. Potter moved to take up the nomination of William Henry 

Daingerfield. Carried. 
Unanimously confirmed. 



SIXTH CONGRESS 

SECOND OR CAI·LED SESSION 

Journals of the Senate in Secret Extra Session 
City of Houston, 

July 20th 1842, 11 0 'Clock A M' 
A communication from the President tr8.1ll!mitting the following 

nominations of Naval officers, for the confirmation or rejection of the 
Senate, viz: 

Executive Department, 
City of Houston, July 19, 1842.' 

:ro the honorabl~, the Senate: 
I have the honor herewith to submit for· the advice and c<maent 

of the Senate, the following nominations in the Naval Service of 
the Republic, viz: 

E. W. Moore, 
J. T. K. Lothrop, 
D. H. Crisp, 
W. C. Brashear, 
William Seeger, 
A. G. Gray, 
A. J. Lewis, 
J. P. Lansing, 
A. A. Waite, 
Geo. C. Bunner, 

.William A. Tennison, 
Wm. Oliver, 
Cyrus Cummings, 
C. B. Snaw, 
D. C. Wilber, 
M. H. Dearborn, 

Post Captain Commanding. 
Commander. 
Lieutenant. 
Lieutenant. 

Thomas P. Anderson, Surgeon. 
R. M. Clarke, 
J. B. Gardiner, 
Morman Hurd, 
F. T. Wells, 
J. F. Stephens, 
W. T. Brannun, 

Purser. 

'Concerning the sources for the secret journal of the called session of the 
Sixth Congress, the same explanation Is In order that was given above In 
note 1 to the regular session. 

'The message here printed has been compared with and made to conform 
to the original. 
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,The consent and confirmation of your honorable body are respect­
fully requested to the foregoing nominations, because of the necessity 
frequently arising in the prosecution of the duties of the service, for 
an exhibition of the commissions of the various officers, both upon 
the high seas, and in courts of justice, as recently happened in the 
demand of this Government for the mutineers of the Schooner San 
.Antonio. 

Sam Houston 
On motion of Mr Muse, the above nominations were unanimously 

confirmed. 
On motion, doors opened. 

In Secret Session 
July 20th 1842 

5 o'clock P. M. 
A communication from the President, transmitting the nomination 

of Isaac Van Zandt, as i\finister Charge d' Affaires from Texas to 
the United States. 

To the Honorable 
The Senate. 

Executive Department, 
City of Houston July 20 1842' 

I have the honor to submit for the advice and consent of your 
Honorable body the nomination of Isaac Van Zandt as Minister 
Charge d'Affaires from Texas to the Government of the United 
States, vice James Reily whose resignation will take effect from and 
after the first day of August next, or before that period if his suc­
cessor can reach Washington City 

The Honorable Senate will therefore perceive the importance of 
early action. ,The business of the Legation at this time is of the 
highest interest to Texas. Sam Houston 

In Secret Session 
July 22nd 1842 

Mr Jack moved to take up the nomination of I Van Zandt, Charge 
d'Affaires to the Government of the United States. Carried. 

Mr. Owen moved the confirmation 
The ayes and noes were called for .on the confirmation and stood 

as follows: 
Ayes-Messrs. Barnett, Byrne, Colquhoun, Greer, Jack, Owen, 

Shaw and Webb. 8. 

'The secret journal has no copy of this message; !t bas been supplied from 
the original. 
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Noes-Messrs. Muse and Moore. 2. Carried 
Mr Moore objected to the confirmation on the ground that the 

nominee was a member of Congress. 



SEVENTH CONGRESS 

18-Lib. 



Roll of SPnators 

Geur;.rP \Y. Harn<·tt, for th<• Dis!l·iet of Washington, MontgomPry 
and Brazos. 

James \\". Byrn~. for the Distri<'t of Goliad. Refugio and San Pa­
tririo. 

John .\. Ureer. for tht• District. of San Augustine. 

William H .• Jack. for thl• District of Brazoria. 

OliV<•r .Jou,•s, for the Distri<'t of Austin. Colorado and ·Fort Bend. 

Willialll Lawn·nee. for the District of Harris, Galveston and Liberty. 

K. II. Muse. for the District of :\acogdoehes and Houston. 

George A. Pattillo, for the District of Jasper and Jefferson. 

h Randall, for the District of Shelby, Sabine and Harrison . 

• John Hugely,' for the Distril·t of )latagorda. Jackson and Victoria. 

Janll's Shaw, for the District of Robertson and l\Iilam. 

John W. Smith, for the District of Bexar. 

James ;ritus, for thP District of Red River, Fannin, Bowie and Lamar. 

James Webb,' for tlw District of Bastrop. Fayette, Gonzales an,d 
Travis. 

Officers of the Senate 

Edward Hul'leson, Vice President and President of the Senate. 

John A. Greer, President pro temporP. 

Stephen Z. Hoyle, Secretary. 

'John Rugely was elected to fill the unexpired term of Clark L. Owen; he 
took his seat January 7. 1843. 

'James Webb resigned his seat In the Senate about December 5, but wu 
re-elected and took his seat Decemb<)r 31. !842. 
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FIRST OR C.\LLED SESSION 

[The Senate does not appear to have met in secret session during 
the brief first or called session of the Seventh Congress, November 14 
to December 5, 1842.] 

SECOND OR REGUL.\R SESSIGN 

Secret J ournaF 

Be it ,:emembered that on this, the thirteenth day of December, in 
the year of 18-!2, the Senate of the Republic of Texas met in secret 
session, with closed doors. at the town of ·washington on the Brazos. 

The following message from the President of the Republic was 
opened and read, tow it: 

Executive Department, 
Washington, December 13, 1842.3 

To the Honorable, the Senate: 
I respectfully submit for the advice and consent of your Honorable 

body the following nominations, in which a concurrence is respect­
fully requested: 
James B. Shaw, 
Alexander Somervell, 

Sanford Holman. 

K. L. Anderson, 

Paul I-1. Earle, 
B. Owen Payn, 

Comptroller: 
Colleetor of Customs for the Port of Cal-

honn; 
Collector of Customs for the Port of San 

Augustine; 
District Attorney for the fifth Judicial 

District; 
Surgeon. ,Texas Navy; 
Captain of Ordnance; 

~here are three sources tOr the secret journals of the senate of the Seventh 
Congress: 

1. The Secretary of the Senate's rough drafts of each daily session are pre. 
served among the papers of the Seventh Congress. 

2. The secret journals have been written out in full, covering twenty-three 
folio pages. This copy is also preserved among the papers of the Seventh 
Congress. It is presumed that this worl{ was done under the resolution 
adopted in secr'et session on January 13, 1843. 

3. Under the provisions of "An Act concerning the Archives of the Leg­
Islature," approved February 16, 1852, W. D. Miller, Secretary of the Senate 
of the Fourth Legislature, copied the journals of the senate of the Seventh 
Congress-both public and secret-into a large record volume, now preserved 
in the office of the Secretary of State. In general this last named source 
has been followed in the copy here printed; the secret journal is found on 
page~ 143 to 175 of said volume. 

'The message here printed has been compared with and made to conform 
to the original. 
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Charles H. Raymond, 
Lachlan Mcintosh Rate, 
Lewis· J. Herckenrath, 
William Bryan, 
Nathaniel Amory, 
William B. Hamilton, 

Thomas H. Airey, 

Wyatt 1\lcGaffey, 
Daniel Montague, 
Nathan Cordra, 

Secretary of Legation to the United States; 
Consul-General of Texas for Great Britain; 
Consul at Amsterdam, Netherlands; 
Consul at New Orleans, United States; 
Consul at Boston, United States; 
Consul at Richmond, Virginia, United 

States; 
Consul at Natchitoches, Louisiana, United 

States; 
Notary Public for Jefferson County; 
Notary Public for Fannin County; 
Notary Public for Jefferson County. 

Sam Houston 
On motion, the doors were reopened. 

Wednesday, December 14, 1842. 
The Senate met in secret session. · 
'l'he nominations submitted in the message of the Executive of the 

13th instant, were taken up and acted on as follows: 
James B. Shaw, Comptroller, on motion, was unanimously con­

firmed. 
A. Somervell, Collector of Customs for the Port of Calhoun, on 

motion, was unanimously confirmed. 
Sanford Holman, Collector of Customs for the· Port of San Augus­

tine, on motion, was unanimously confirmed. 
K. L. Anderson. District Attorney for the 5th Judicial District, 

on motion, was unanimously confirmed. 
Pan! H. Earle, Surgeon Texas Navy, on motion, was unanimously 

confirmed. · 
B. Owen Payn, Captain of Ordnance, on motion, was unanimously 

confirmed. 
Charles H. Raymond, Secretary of Legation to the United States, 

on motion, was laid on the table. 
Lachlan Mcintosh Rate, Consul General of Texas for Great Britain, 

on motion, was laid on the table. 
J,ewis J. Herckenrath. Consul at Amsterdam, Netherlands, on mo­

tion. was tmanimously confirmed. 
William Bryan, Consul at New Orleans, United States, on motion, 

was unanimously confirmed. 
Nathaniel Amory, Consul at Boston, United States, on motion, was 

unanimously confirmed. 
William B. Hamilton, Consul at Richmond, V.a., United States, 

on motion, was unanimously confirmed. 
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Thomas H. Airey, Consul at Natchitoches, La., United States, on 
motion, was unanimous!>- confirmed. 

Wyatt :i\IcGaffey, Xotary Public, .Jefferson County, was, on mo­
tion, unanimously confirmed. 

Daniel Montagne, Notary Public. Fannin County, was, on motion, 
unanimously confirmed. 

Nathan Cordra, Notar~· Public for ,Jefferson County, was, on mo­
tion, unanimously confirmed. 

On motion. the doors "·ere reopened. 

Monday, December 19, 1842. 
The Senate went into secret session. 
,The following message from the President of the Republic was 

opened and read, tow it: 

To the Honorable the Senate-: 

Executive Department, 
Washington, December 19, 1842.• 

I have the honor to transmit herewith the Treaty of Amity, Com­
merce and Navigation, hehYeen the Republic of Texas and the United 
States of America, concluded at the City of Washington, on the 
30th July last, by their respective plenipotentiaries, for your con­
sideration and constitutional advice in reference to its final ratifica­
tion. 

The stipulations of this treaty, it is believed, are as favorable to 
Texas, as, under existing circumstances, could be expected; and I 
respectful!:- recommend it to your favorable regard. 

By Article V an important concession is made to the United States 
in the privilege granted. of importing a larg-e class of goods into 
this country for exportation free from any duty or· charges whatever. 
,This opens to those goods the trade of Northern Mexico. On the 
other hand. the raw cotton of Texas is permitted to be imported 
into the United States free of duty for five years, and a correspond­
ing class of goods to that above referred to are permitted to be im­
ported· into the United States for exportation. free from any duties 
or charges, during the continuance of the Treaty. The privilege 
of repacking goods destined for retransportation to a foreign coun­
try, is also ·mutually conceded. 

These concessions made in favor of goods, the growth, produce 
and manufacture of the United States, it mig'ht be contended, from the 
language of the Article. are free and gratuitous, and would there­
fore, according to the terms of our treaties with France, England 
and Holland, become immediately connnon to all of those nations. 

4See note 3 above. 
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Since the instructions under which Mr. Reily, our able Charge d 'Af- · 
faires, negotiated this treaty, were given him, information has been 
received that France is anxious to obtain from this Government the 
same privileges which are by this Article extended to the United 
States, and that she would be willing to grant some important equiva­
lent in consideration therefor. It is fairly to be inferred that Eng­
land and Holland would do the same. In order, therefore, to prevent 
any cavil in relation to the construction of this Article, and to secure 
to Texas the important advantages which might hereafter result from 
withholding, without an adequate compensation, the privileges and 
immunities granted the United States in this Article, from other 
nations, I would most respectfully but earnestly recommend the Hon­
orable, the Senate, so to modify or amend the 5th Article as clearly to 
express the fact that the concessions made therein were for a valua­
ble consideration, and not, as might now be contended, gratuitous 
and free, and therefore common to all those powers with which we 
already have or might hereafter form commercial treaties. A very 
slight alteration in the language of the article would effect . this 
desirable object, and as it would render the treaty more acceptable 
to the United States, it is presumed that no additional delay would 
result in its ratification by that government. 

Sam Houston 
On motion, the said treaty was read first time; and then on further 

motion, the doors were opened. 

Tuesday, December 20, 1842. 
The senate met in secret session. 
The journal of the preceding days was read and adopted. 
Mr. Muse moved the reconsideration of the vote confirming the 

nomination of Mr. Somervell; but afterwards withdrew his motion. 
Mr. Jack moved that the advice and consent of the Senate upon 

any matters laid before them by the Executive, shall not be trans­
mitted to the President until after the expiration of two days, unless 
otherwise directed. Adopted. 

The treaty between the Republic of Texas and the United States 
came up on its second reading, and was read as follows: 

Treaty of Ammity, Commerce aud Navigation between the Republic 
of Texas and the United States of America. 

The Republic of Texas and the United States of America equally 
animated with the desire of maintaining the relations of good under­
standing, which have hitherto so happily subsisted between the two 
countries, and of extending and consolidating the commercial inter-
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course between them, ha\'e agTeecl to enter into negotiations for th~ 
conclusion of a treaty of Amity, NaYi!?·ation and Commerce: For 
wl1ich purpose the Pr<'sident of 'l'exas has conferred full powers on 
,James RPil~·. aeeredited to the Gowrnuwnt of the Fnited States as 
Charge d'Affaires of that Repnblic. and the President of the United 
States has conferre<l like poll'ers on Danid ·w.,bster, tlt<•ir Secretary 
of State: and tlw said Plrnipoteutiaries lw,-ing rxeh:mgcd their full 
powers, found in g·ood ancl dnr form. lwn eoneluded :mel signed the 
following articles. 

.c\rtide I. 

There slwll exist throughout the territory of the Republic ·of Texas 
and the United States, and between the people and eitizens of both, 
a lasting peace and friendship . 

. \rticle II. 

There shall be het\\·een the territory of the Hepnblic of Texas and 
the territory of the United ~talL'S. a re('iprocal liiJert~· of commerce. 
The inhabitants of the two countries, respectively, shall have liberty 
freely and securely to come ll'iiil their ships anJ <·argoes, to all such 
places, ports and riYers in 1 he territories aforesaid, to which other 
foreigners are permitted to c·omL', to enter into the same and to re­
main and reside in any parts of the said territories respectively: also 
to hire and occupy houses and warehouses for the purposes of their 
commerce; and generally. the merchants and traders of each nation 
respectively, shall enjo~· the most c·omplete protection and security 
for their commerce, bnt subject always to the laws of the two coun­
tries respectively. This article, however, shall not be understood to 
authorize the coasting trade, whic•h is permitted to national vessels 
only. 

Article III. 

No other or higher duties shall be imposed on the importation into 
Texas of any articles, the growth, produce or manufacture of the 
United States; and no other or higher duties shall be imposed on the 
importation into the United States of any articles the growth, pro­
duce or manufacture of Texas, than are or shall be payable on the 
like articles, being the growth, produce or manufacture of any other 
foreign country: nor shall any higher or other duties or charges be 
imposed in either of the two countries on the exportation of any ar­
ticles to Texas or to the United States, respectively, than such as are 
payable on the exportation of the like articles to any other foreign 
country; nor shall any prohibition be imposed on the exportation or 
importation of any articles, the growth, produce or manufacture of 
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'rexas or of the United States, to or from the United States or to or 
from Texas, which shall not equally extend to all other nations. 

No higher or other duties or charges shall be imposed in any of 
the ports of Texas on vessels of the United States than those payable 
in the same ports by Texan vessels, nor in the ports of the United 
States on Texan ve!<~els, than shall be payable, in the same ports on 
vessels of the United States. 

Th<· same duties shall be paid on the importation into 'l'exas of any 
articles, the growth, produce or manufacture of the United States, 
whether su<"l1 importation shall be in Texan vessels or in vessels of 
the llnited States; and the same duties shall be paid on the importa­
tion into the ports of the United States of any article, the growth, 
produce or manufacture of Texas, whether such importation shall be 
in vessels of th~ United States or in Texan vessels. 

The same duties shall he paid and the same bounties allowed on 
the exportation of an~· articles. the growth, produce or manufacture 
of the United States, to Texas, whether such exportation shall be 
in Texan wssels or in \'essels of the United States; and the same du­
ties shall be pairl and the same bounties allowed -on the exportation 
of any articles. the growth, produce or manufacture of Texas, to 
the United States. whether suc·h exportation shall be in vessels of the 
United States or in Texan vesssls. 

It is further agreed that. in all cases where drawbacks are or may 
be allowed upon the re-exportation of any goods, the grQwth, pro­
duce or manufacture of either country, respectively, the amount of 
the said drawbacks shall be the same. whether the said goods shall 
have been 01·iginall~· imported in a vessel of the United States or 
in a Texan vessel; but when such re-exportation shall take place from 
Texas in a vessel of the United States. or from the United States in 
a Texan vessel, to any other foreign nation. the two contracting par­
ties reserv<' to themselws. respectively, the right of regulating or 
diminishing, in such case; the amount of the said drawback. 

Article IV. 

Th<' two contracting parties agree that the Sabine from its source 
to the sea, the Red River. and all rivers having their sources or or­
igin in the territory of Texas, running in part of their course through 
that territory. or forming the boundary between the United States 
and Texas anrl emptying into the Mississippi itself, from and in­
cluding the mouth or mouths of said rivers, to the sea, shall be free 
to be navigated and common to both nations; and that no duty shall 
be levied or collected upon any articles, the growth, produce or man­
ufacture of Texas, originally transported down the above named 
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rivers, or transportee! for the purpose of ueseent and exportation, to 
any ports or places situated thereon: Provided, however, that it 
shall be lawful for the Pr<·sident of the United States to establish 
such rules anu regulations as may be necessary for the prop<'r ob­
servance within the United States of the stipubtions contained in this 
and the next succeeding· article. 

The two contracting parties agree that on all articles the growth, 
produce or manufacture of either country, sent from one country to 
the other by land, river or sea, and exported to a foreign country, 
no duties or <'lwrg·es shall be required to lw paid to the power within 
and from out of whose limits such articles arrive and depart-that 
they may lw repackecl for exportation. under the inspection of the 
proper authorities ami at the expense of the party interested; and 
that ra'' cotton. tlw produce of either country may be imported into 
the other. free of dnt~·. for fh·e ;·em·s from the exchange of the rati­
fications of this treaty. 

Article VI. 

.\nd whereas it frequently happens tlwt nssels sail for a port or 
place belonging to ·an enpm0·. without knowing that the same is 
besieged. blockaded or inYested. it is agreed that e\'ery vessel so sit­
uated may he turnc<l awa~· from such pMt or place. hut shall not 
be detained. nor shall any part of her cargo. if not contraband, be 
eonfiscated: nnless. after warning· of sneh hloekacle or investment 
from the commanding- offi<·er of the blockading· force, she should 
again attempt to <'liter the blockaded port: but she shall be per­
mitted to go to any oth(·r port or place she Hw0· think proper. Nor 
shall an~· nssel of either of the contr<letiug· parties that may have 
entered sneh port before the same m1s actual!;· besieged, blockaded 
or invest<•<l b;· the other. be restrainecl from quitting· such place with 
her cargo, if not rontrahnnd: nor if found therein after the surren­
der, shall such w"el or her cnrg·o. if not contraband, be liable to con­
fiscation. hut slw shall be restored to the O\Yner thereof. 

Article VII. 

To avoid all kind of vexation and abuse in the examination of the 
papers relating to the ownership of the vessels belonging to the citi­
zens of the two contracting parties, they have agreed, and do agree, 
that in case one of them should be eng-aged in war, the s·hips and ves­
sels belonging to citizens of the other must be furnished with sea­
letters or passports, expressing the name, property and bulk of the ship, 
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an:d also the name and place of habitation of the master or commander 
of said vessel, in order that it may hereby appear that the ship really 
and trnly belongs to citizens of one of the contracting parties; they 
have likewise agreed that such vessels being laden, the said sea-let­
ters or passports, shall also be provided with certificates contain­
ing the several particulars of the cargo and the place whence the 
vessel sailed, so that it may be known whether any forbidden or con­
traband goods be on boarJ the same.-which certificates shall be 
made out by the officers of the place whence the vessel sailed, in the 
accustomed form; without which requisites, the said vessel may be 
detained, to be adjudged by the competent tribunal, and may be ·de­
clared legal prize, unless the said defect shall be satisfied or sup­
plied by testimony entirely equivalent. 

Article VIII. 

To prevent all kinds of disorder and irr~gularity in the visiting 
an.d examining of the ships and cargoes of both the contracting par­
ties on the high seas, they have mutually agreed that whenever a 
vessel of war, public or private, shall meet with a neutral of the 
other contracting party, the first shall remain at the greatest dis­
tance compatible with the possibility and saf~ty of making the visit, 
under the circumstances of wind and sea, and the degree 
of suspicion attending the vessel to be visited, and shall send one 
of her small boats with no more men than necessary to man it, 
for the purpose of executing the said examination of the papers con­
cerning the ownership and cargo of the vessel, without causing the 
least extortion,. violence or ill treatment, in respect of which the com­
manders of said armed vessels shall be responsible with their persons 
and property. 

Article IX. 

It is moreover agreed that in all cases, the established courts for 
prize causes in the country to which the prize may be conducted, 
shall alone take cognizance of them; and whenever such tribunal or 
court shall pass judgment against any vessel, goods or property 
claimed by citizens of the other party, the sentence or decree shall men­
tion the reasons or motives in which the same shall have been founded, 
and an authenticated copy of the sentence or decree and of all the pro­
ceedings in the case, shall, if demanded, .be delivered to the com­
mander or agent of said vessel or property, without any excuse or 
delay, he paying the legal fees for same. 
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Article X. 

The liberty of commerce and n:wigation shall extend to all kinds 
of merchandize. excepting those onl)· which HI'c distinguished hy the 
name of contraband: anu under this name of contraband or prohib­
ited goods, shall be comprehended: first, cannons, mortars, howit­
zers, swivels, blunderbnssc·s, muskets. fusees, rifies. carbines, pistols, 
pikes, sworcls, sabres. lanc·cs. spears. halberts. grenades, bombs, pow­
der, matches, balls, and all other things belonging to the use of these 
arms; secondly, bucklers. helmeis. breastplates, infantry belts and 
clothes made up in a n!ilitan· form and for a military use; thirdly, 
cavalry belts and horses with their fnrnitnre; fourthly and generally, 
all kinds of arms and i.nstrumcnts of iron, steel, brass and copper, or 
of any other materials manufactnrecl, prepared and formed express­
ly to make war by sea or land. 

A rtieles XI. 

All other merchandize and things not comprehended in the ar­
ticles of contraband expressly enumerated and classified as above, 
and belonging to citizens of either of the contracting parties, or to 
eitizens or subjects of other countries with which both Texas and the 
United States are at peac·e, shall be held and considered as free and 
subjects of free and lawful comnwree. so that they may be carried 
and transported in the freest manner by both the contracting par­
ties,· even to places belonging to an enemy, excepting only those 
places which are at that time besieged or blockaded; and· to 
avoid all doubt in that particular. it is deelared that those places 
only are besieged or blockaded. which are ac·tua lly besieged or block­
aded by a belligerent force capable of preventing the entry of the 
neutral. 

Article XII. 

Articles of contraband which may be found in a vessel bound for 
an enemy's port, shall be subject to detention and confiscation, leaving 
free the rest of the cargo, if the property of citizens of the contract­
ing parties. or of citizens or subjects of countries with which Texas 
and the United States are at peace, and also leaving the vessel free, 
that the owners may dispose of them as they see proper. No vessel 
of either of the two nations shall be detained on the high seas, on 
account of having on board articles of contraband whenever the 
master, captain or supercargo of said vessel will deliver up the ar­
ticles of contraband to the captor, unless the quantity of such ar­
ticles be so great and of so large a bulk, that they cannot be re­
ceived on board the capturing vessel without great inconvenience; 
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but in this and all other ~as~s of just detention, the vessel detained 
shall be sent to the nearest eom·cnient and safe port for trial and 
judgment arcording to law. 

Article XIII. 

Tbe citizens of each of the contracting parties shall have power to 
dispose of their personal effects within the jurisdiction of the other, 
by sale, donation, testament or otherwise: and their representatives, 
being citizens of the other party. shall succeed to the said personal 
effects, whether by testament or ab intestato, and ~ay take posses­
sion thereof either themselves or by others acting for them, and dis­
pose of the same at their will. paying such dues only as the inhab­
;tants of the country wherein such effects are, shall be subject to pay 
in like cases. 

Article XIV. 

Both the contracting parties solemnly promise and engage to give 
their special protection to the persons and property of the citizens 
of each other of all classes and occupations, who may be in the ter­
ritories subject to the jurisdiction of one ot the other, transient or 
dwelling therein, and to leave open and free to their respective citi­
zens of all denominations the tribunals of justice for their judicial 
recourse, on the same terms as are usual and customary with the 
natiws and citizens of either country and not incompatible with the 
existing laws. 

Article XV. 

To make more effectual the protection which the contracting par­
ties shall afford in future to the navigation and commerce of the 
citizens of each other, the~· agree to receive and admit consuls and 
vice consuls in all the ports open to foreign commerce, who shall en­
jo~· within their respective consular districts, all the rights, preroga­
tives and immunities of the consuls and vice consuls of the most 
favored nations, each contracting party. however. remaining at lib­
erty to except those ports and places in which the admission and. 
residence of such functionaries may not seem convenient. 

Article XVI. 

It is likewise agreed that the consuls, vice consuls, their seer~~ 
taries, and persons attached to their service, (they not being citi?.e . 
of the country where the consul or vice consul resides,) shall be ex 
empt from all public service, and also from all kind of taxes, im 
posts, and contributions, except those which they shall be obliged 
pny on account of commerce or their property, and from which th 
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citizens of their respective countries, resident in the other, are not 
exempt in virtue of the stipulations contained in this treaty, they 
being in everything besides subject to the laws of the respective 
states. The archives and papers of the consulates shall be respected 
inviolably, and under no pretext whatever shall any magistrate or 
other person, seize or in any '""Y interfere with them . 

• hticle XVII 

In order that the consuls and vice consuls of the two contracting 
parties may enjoy the rights, JH'c•rogatives and immunities which be· 
long to them by their public· eharacter. they shalL before entering 
upon the exercise of their functions, exhibit their commission or pat­
ent in due form, to the government to which the~· are accredited; and 
having received their exequatur, they shall be held and considered 
as such· consuls and vice consuls b~- all the authorities, magistrates 
and inhabitants in the consular district in which they reside. 

Article XVIII. 

The said consuls and vice eonsuls shall haYe po,Yer to require the 
assistance of the authorities of the countl'y for the al'rest, detention 
and custody of deserters from !he' public and prin1te Yessels of their 
cauntry; and for this purpose the~· shall address themselves to the 
courts, judges or officers competent, and shall demand the said de­
serters in writing, proving by an exhibition of the ship's roll or 
other public document, that the men so demanded are part of the 
crew of the vessel from which it is alleged they have deserted; and 
on this demand so proved, (saving, however, "·here the contrary is 
more conclusively proved,) the deliver~- shall not be refused; such 
deserters, "·hen arrested shall he put at the disposal of the said 
consuls or vice consuls, and rna~- be put in the public prisons at the 
request and expense of those who claim them, to be sent to the ships 
to which they belong or to others of the same nation; but if they 
should not be sent within two months, to be counted from the day 
of their arrest, they shall be set at liberty and shall be no more 
arrested for the same cause. 

Article XIX. 

It is likewise agreed that the two contracting· parties shall, by all 
the means in their power, maintain peace and harmony among the 
several Indian tribes who inhabit the lands adjacent to the lines 
and rivers which form the boundaries of the two countries; and 
the better to attain this object, both parties bind themselves ex· 
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pressly to restrain by forre. all hostilities and incursions on the 
part of Indians residing within their respective boundaries; 80 that 
Texas will not permit the Indians residing within her territory to 
attack the citizens of the United States, or the Indians residing 
within the limits of the United States; nor will the United States 
suffer their Indians to attack the citizens of ,Texas nor the Indiana 
inhabiting her territory, in any manner whatever. 

Article XX. 

In the event of any person or persons captured by the Indians 
who inhabit the territory of either of the contracting parties, being 
or having been carried into the territory of the other, both govern­
ments engage and bind themselves in the most solemn manner to 
return them to their country so soon as they know of their being 
within their respective territories, or to deliver them up to the agent 
or representative of the government that claims them, giving to 
each other, reciprocally, timely notice, and the claimant paying the 
expenses incurred in the transmission and maintenance of such per­
son or persons, who, in the meantime, shall be treated with the ut­
most hospitality by the local authorities of the place where they 
may be. 

Article XXI. 

It is agreed that the Govemment of Texas and the Government of 
the l'nited States shall. upon mutual requisitions by them or their 
ministers, officers or authorities, respectively made, deliver up to 
justice all persons, who, being charged with the crime of murder, 
or assault with intent to commit murder, or piracy, or arson, ar 
robbery, or forgery, or the utterance of forged paper, or any crime 
amounting to felony or grand larceny, shall seek an asylum, or shall 
be found within the territories of the other: Provided, that thia 
shall only be done upon such evidence of criminality as, according 
to the laws of the place where the fugitive or person 80 charged 
shall be found, would justify his apprehension and commitment for 
trial, if the crime or offense had there been committed. And the 
respective judges and other magistrates of the two governments 
shall have power, jurisdiction and authority, upon complaint made 
under oath, to issue a warrant for the apprehension of the fugitive 
or pl'rson so charged, that he may be brought before such judges or 
other magistrates, respectively, to the end that the evidence of crim­
inality may be heard and considered; and if on .such hearing, the 
evidence be deemed sufficient to sustain the charge, it shall be the' 
duty of fue examining judge or magistrate to certify the sa.me to the: 
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proper Executive authority, that a warrant may 1ssue for the de-­
livery of such fugitive. 

"\H'J'ICLE XXII. 

Except as othcn,·isc provided bv the fifth m·tide this treatv shall 
be in force for ten ~·em·s ft·om the .clay of the exl·han,ge of the r.atifica­
tions thereof; and further unl il the end of one nar aft<·r either of 
the eontracting parties shall han' given noti~e to the other of 
its intention to terminate the same, each of them reserving to itself 
the right of giving sneh notice to the other at the end of the said 
term of ten ~·em·s. "\ntl it is agt'<'l'd that on the {'Xpirntion of one 
year after snch notice shall have be<•n received by either of them 
from the other. as above mentioned. this treaty shall, in all the 
parts relating to commerce and navigation. altogether cease and de­
termine, and in all those pat·ts \\"hich relate to peace and friendship, 
it shall be perpetual!~- binding on both parties. 

This treat~· shall be ratified b~- the President of ,Te:<:as, b~- and 
with the advice and consent ol' the Senate of that Republic. and by 
the President. b~- and with the advice and consent of the Senate of 
the "Cnited States; and the ratifications shall be exchanged at Wash­
ington within ten months from its date. or sooner if practicable. 

In faith whereof. we, the plenipotentiaries of the Republic of 
Texas and of the United States, have signed and sealed these pres­
ents. 

Done at Vvashington on the thirtieth day of July, in the year of 
our IJorcl one thousand eight hundred and forty-two. in the se\'enth 
year of the Independence of the Republic of Texas, and the sixty- . 
seventh of that of the United States. 

James Reily. 
(L. S.) 

DanL Webster. 
(I~. S.) 

Mr. Jack offered a modification of the fifth article of said treaty. 
llfr. Jack then moved that the treaty, together with the modification 

or amendment proposed of the fifth article, be referred to the commit-. 
tee on Foreign Relations [Messrs. Lawrence, Pattillo, and Smith]. 
Carried. 

On motion of Mr. Lawrence, Messrs. Jack and Greer were added 
to said committee. 

On motion. the doors were reopened .. 

Thursday, December 22, 1842. 
The Senate met in secret session. 
!VIr. Jack Chairman of the Committee on Foreign Relations, to 

whom was ~eferred the treaty betwe~n the Republic of ,Texas and 
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the United States, with the President's me••age thereon, reported 
that they had examined the same with the deepest interest, which the 
importance of the subject demanded, and recommended that the 
Senate do advise and consent to the treaty as it now stands, without 
any modification. 

Report received, and the treaty taken up and read article by 
article. 

On motion of .Mr. GrPer, the rule was suspended and the treaty 
read a third time. 

Mr. Greer offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That the Senate arlvise and consent to the ratification 

of the treaty of Amity, Commerce and Navigation between the Re­
public of Texas and the United States of America, concluded at 
Washington the 30th day of July, A. D. 1842. 

The question being taken on the passage of said resolution, the 
ayes and noes stood thereon thus: 

Ayes-Messrs. Barnett, Greer, Jack, Jones, Lawrence, Muse, Pat­
tillo, Randall, Shaw, Smith and Titus. 11. 

There being no dissenting voice, the resolution was unanimously 
adopted. 

On motion, the Secretary was instructed to report the action of 
the Senate on said ,Treaty to the President forthwith. 

On motion, the doors were reopened. 

Tuesday, December 27, 1842. 
The Senate went into secret session. 
The following message from the President of the Republic waa 

opened and read. towit : 
Secret. 

Executive Department, 
Washington, Dec[embe)r 22nd, 1842.' 

To the Honorable, the Senate and House of Representatives. 
The Executive regrets that ill health and a press of indispensable 

duties have combined to prevent his laying before the honorable 
Congress, as he was anxious to do at an earlier period of the session, 
information touching the Navy of ,Texas. He has to regret, also, 
that he has not been able to procure such information on the sub­
ject as would be in every respect entirely satisfactory. Such aa is 
in possession of the Department, however, he freely submits. No 
reference was made to the Navy in the annual message, for the reason 
that it was deemed unwise to present to the world the deplorable 

•see note 3 above. 
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condition of that l>ranch of the pul>lic service; Hnd hence, with 
other subjects of absorbing interest, it "·as reserved for a separate 
and secret corumunication. 

>>hen the present administration commenced, the l\'avy was absent 
in the service of Yucatan. It returned early in May la~t off Gal­
veston, and was forthwith ordered to New Orleans and 1\Iobile for 
the purpose of refitting for the enforcement of the blockade then 
proclaimed by Texas against l\Iexico; in the confident belief, as ex­
pressed by its Commander, that, with the aid of the friends of Texas 
in the Fnitrd State.<. hL· "·onlcl he prepared for sea in a Yery few 
weeks. The government was indnreLl from time to ti1ne, Ly his re­
ports and representations. to expc"t it soon to be in a state for 
efficient senice on the Gulf. Every assistanr·e which the Govern­
ment thong·ht adl'isable under the circumstances in which it was 
placed, had been afforded in accordance "·ith the views of itg Com­
mander. )/othing, however. was effected of any useful character. 

In the month of July last, Commodore l\Ioorc arrived at Houston, 
and represented that if the balance of the naYal appropriation, 
amounting to eighteen thousand eight hundred and twelve dollars 
and seventy-four cents. was placed at his disposition, by hypothe­
cating the mone;· as collateral security to his own paper, he would 
be enabled to get at least four vessels to sea. When the money was 
advanced to him, it being the whole amount of the appropriation 
for the present year, he was expressly required, in the event of its 
hypothecation, so to provide that no portion of it whateYer should he 
thrown into circulation under ninety clays from the time at which 
he might enter into contract. A portion of the mohey nevertheless, 
as reported to the Government, returned by the same steam packet 
that transported him to New Orleans; and had a powerful tendency 
to depreciate our currency, by creatin6 the belief that though the 
issues were restricted at the seat of Government, yet that large sums 
had been thrown into circulation at other points, in anticipation of 
the restriction upon home issues. From some cause, also, he failed 
from time to time to keep the Government· apprised, with as much 
particularity as would have been desirable, of his true situation .. 

It will be perceived, by the report from the Department of War 
and Marine, of the 15th ultimo,' that the Commander of the Navy 
finally made known his total inability to get to sea without further 
means, pwing, as alleged, to the worthlessness· of Texas funds. The 
Government had no additional means to afford-all the available 
appropriation having been exhausted; and hence the only course left 

•see Document A appended to this message. 

19-Lib. 
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to the Executive was to order the Commander with his vessels to 
report at Galveston for further orders. ,This was accordingly done. 

It appears that on the 19th of August the Schooner San Antonio 
was ordered to Sisal, without the knowledge of the Government, 
for the purpose of obtaining the balance of the sum due from the 
Government of Yucatan under a contract with the former adminis­
tration. Since then the vessel has not returned; and it is the uni­
versal opinion and belief that she, with her crew, has perished in a 
gale. This unfortunate event cannot be too deeply deplored; for 
while it has diminished our naval force, it has deprived the country 
of the lives and services of the many gallant officers and men who 
composed her crew. 

During the' time that the 1'\avy was thus inactive, the Govern­
ments of Great Britain and the United States, complained to this 
Government of the continuance of the proclamation of blockade of 
1\Iexican ports, when this Government could not maintain a single ves­
sel upon the Gulf. From which fact, the President felt it to be his 
rluty to proclaim a revocation of blockade 

It will be perceived, by the estimates furnished by the proper 
Department, that the amount required to keep the navy in service 
for one ~·ear will amount to no less than two hundred thousand six 
hundred and sixty seven dollars twenty cents.' The Executive, how­
ever, is inclined to believe that to include the contingencies and 
resulting repairs, a sum not less than three hundred thousand dollars 
would be demanded. It is for the honorable Congress to determine 
the question whether 'l'exas is in a situation to accomplish the object 
of keeping our Navy longer afloat, or whether good policy does not 
require us to abandon that arm of d_efence, and make sale or such 
other disposition of the vessels as will relieve the nation from 11. 

burthen which it is so utterly unable to sustain. 
It is believed that the individual of whom the vessels were pur­

chased would be willing to receive them back, if returned, on such 
terms as would exonerate the country from a considerable portion 
of its debt contracted in their purchase, and relieve us of much of 
the odium and reproach which have attached to us in consequence 
of the nonperformance of the contract on the part of the Govern­
ment. ,The attention of the Government has been impressively called 
to the situation of this individual owing to his being a foreigner. and 
having entensive commercial connexions. 

When we advert to the history of our Navy from its first establish­
ment to the present moment, we cannot perceive a single inst~ce 

'This estimate Is printed in Appendix to the Journal of the Houae of Rep-
1e&ent~tives, .Seventh Congress, p. 29. 
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wherein any important benefit has been conferred upon the country 
from its action. No advantage has been achieved by it. This re­
mark is not made from any disposition to reflect disparagement 
upon the officers composing the naval corps, but is founded upon 
facts which are to be deplored, because they have encumbered us 
with debt without producing any beneficial return. Had the one­
twentieth part of what has been expended for the purchase and 
support of the NaYy, been employed in constructing fortifications 
for the defence of our harbors, the debt of Texas would have been 
at this day millions less, and o·ur coast and harbors iu a much more 
favorable attitude of defence. A clamor induced the creation of 
the Navy. Experience has taught us the impolicy of the measure; 
and now necessity propounds the question, "·hether it is true policy 
longer to crush the energies of the Government and depress the 
nation by attempting to maintain an establishment which experience 
tells us is utterly beyond our means. So long as we continue to pre­
sent the semblance of naval power. so long will the hopes of the 
country be tantalized and at last disappointed. 

To give efficiency to our Government it is proper that we should 
not permit any diversion of our energies. To economise our means 
and concentrate all our resources upon objects of unquestionable im­
portance and utility should he our first purpose. If we, as a nation, 
had means sufficient, or if it were even barely possible for us to 
maintain a navy, the Executive might incline to the opinion that, 
though it might not be the wisest policy, yet, if the fatal experiment 
had not been made, that we might be excusable for a trial of the 
measure. But in our present destitute condition, it is so manifest 
that we have not means to maintain the establishment, that I do not 
hesitate in pronouncing a further experiment as deeply injurious 
to the public interests. 'If Texas cannot preserve the vessels from 
wreck and ruin, for the want of a few hundred dollars, when they 
have cost hundreds of thousands, how can she maintain the estab­
lishment, even in its present dilapidated condition, when hundreds 
of thousands yearly must be provided for its support. 

For a naval power, shipyards, docks, mechanics, sailors, are all 
required. ,Texas has none of these facilities-not even for repairing 
a single vessel. She originates no seamen; and is dependent on 
foreign ports and forign countries for everything connected with 
her navy. If her vessels go into foreign ports for repairs, she has 
no means to pay for such repairs, to ship her seamen, or provision 
them for even the ~:hortest cruise. The result must, therefore, for 
a great while be, as it is now, that after having exhausted the whole 
amount of the appropriations of an impoverished Government, in-
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stead of being in an efficient state to encounter the enemy, the Com­
mander declares himself unable to extricate himself, or the vesesls 
under his command, and repair to our own ports in obedience to 
orders. As remarked above, this is now actually the case. He avers 
that without additional means, for the payment of the officers and 
men, he will be left in a situation unable to navigate his vessels from 
the harbor i? which they are now anchored. 

Facts have been communicated to the Government of such a char­
acter as would seem to show that many of the officers of the Navy have 
been and yet are without pay, clothing or the common necessaries 
of life-notwithstanding the sixty one thousand nine hundred and 
seventy-one dollars which have been placed at the disposi.tion of the 
Commender, viz: forty one thousand nine hundred and seventy one 
dollars received, in specie, from Yucatan, within the last twelve 
months, according to the memorandum of the Commander himself, 
embraced in the report of the Acting Secretary of War and Marine 
herewith transmitted•; and the twenty thousand dollars appropri­
ated by the last Congress. 1'hey seem, too, to be under the appre­
hension that the Government has withheld means intended for their 
support, and ascribe great credit to Commodore Moore for his indi­
vidual exertions in their behalf-apparently ignorant of the sums 
which have been placed under his control and at 'his disposition; and 
suggest that the Government had received one-half of the twenty-five· 
thousand dollars received for services in aiding in the reduction of 
Tabasco in 1840. 

The Commander as well as the officers seem to consider it as a mat­
ter of right that they should have had the additional appropriation 
of the extra session of the sum of fifty-seven thousand four hundred 
and twenty eight dollars and fifty cents, besides twenty five thou­
sand dollars for outfit and provisions, though it was well known that 
the appropriation was contingent in its character, and that the Gov­
ernment had not had it in its power to advance any portion-no 
money having been received under the appropriation to enable it to 
do so. 

·such was the solicitude of the Executive that the Navy should pro:: 
ceed to sea in the enforcement of the blockade that he, in addition 
to the entire appropriation furnished Commodore [Moore] for that 
purpose, incurred an individual liability amounting to ten thousand, 
dollars, by drawing on himself, payable provided the Steam Ship 
Zavala could be fitted for service. The liability placed in the hancW 
of Commodore Moore, with instructions to be used for the intendeci:] 
purpose, has not been returned, nor does the Executive know howj 

'See Document A appended to this message. 
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far he is exonerated from its application. The Commodore in his last 
communication, herewith submitted", seems to he at a lo"' to know 
what has become of it. 

,The Honorable Cong-ress "·ill perceive from the foregoing facts, that 
e,·er)· exertion. imli,·iclual as "·ell as official, on his part, has been 
made "·ith a view to render the services of our Navy advantageous 
to the country. If in this he hns failed. he feels fully acquitted of 
all reprehmsion. 

Another subject to "·hich I would invite the attention of the 
honorable Congress, is that of our relations with :Mexico. On the 
15th da~· of Octaber last. a representation and protest was ad­
dressed b~- this C1overmnent to the Governments of Great Britain, 
Frm1ce and the United States. In that paper. here"·ith sent, 10 a 
view of the hostile conduct 0f our enemy, such as this Government 
thought just and proper. "·as presented to those courts. It was 
believed at the time that to im·okc the interi'Cntion of those powers 
on this subject, was a rig·ht pos-c"cd by T<•xas under the Ia"· of 
nations. No injur.'· to Texas can result from the course, and it is 

·confidently bdiewd that the facts as represented by the Secretary 
of State, will not he disregarded h)· those enlightened Govern-
ments. If it should fail in the attainment of the object sought, 
Texas certain!? cannot he prejudiced, or placed in a situation less 
desirable than that she "·on1cl haYe occupied had the protest not 
been preferred. 

The views, and polic)· of this Government, in relation to Mexico, 
have not been based upon or influenced by the supposition that we 
should fold our arms and remain in our present attitude, relying 
alone upon this interpositon in our behalf. How far we may ex­
pect the interference of those powers, in reference to our affairs, 
we can only infer from the friendly disposition which they have 
manifested toward us. It was the duty of England, nuder a solemn 
treaty, to offer her mediation, "·hich has so far been rejected, and 
the fact announced to this Government. The United States have man­
ifested a disposition to interfere as far as consistent with her amica­
ble relations with Mexico; and by extracts from p•-ivate notes ad­
dressed by the Charge d'Affaires of Her Britannic Majesty, to the 
Executive, which are herewith submitted," it will be perceived that 
France has also manifested a readiness and willingness to become, 
as far as she can, a party to the mediation. How far the united or 

'See Document B appended to this message. 
10This letter is printed in C. Edwards Lester, Sam Houston and His Re­

public, p. 163-167. 
11The extracts from private notes referred to have not been found. 
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separate efforts of those powers may influence the action of Mexico 
it is not possible to divine; but they certainly present the ground fo; 
a reasonable hope that they will have a beneficial influence upon our 
affairs with that country. 

In reply to the desire expressed by one branch of the honorable 
Congress. for all the information in possession of the Executive, 
in relation to the probability of invasion, he can only say that from 
the general tenor of the information (if such it can be termed) 
which he has received, he is left to make his reflections without such 
data as would enable him to arrive at satisfactory conclusions. His 
opinion is. that Mexico i!l, at this time, in a revolutionary condition; 
and should the present dictator and congress disagree as to the 
form of government now or lately under discussion, the conse­
quence will be an attempt to rivet the chains of his power upon the 
Mexican people by miltary force; and in that event, a revolution 
will most probably ensue. Should this be the case, it is not prob­
able that l\Iexico would be in a situation to invade ,Texas with a 
formidable army; nor can I yet believe that she will attempt the 
establishment of a permanent force within our limits. Her super­
iority by sea may enable her to harrass our seaboard, and thereby 
inflict upon us occasional embarrassments. To this end, therefore, 
we ought to direct some precaution. 

That she will attempt an incursion into our borders with an in­
considerable n•gular force, united with rancheros and a few Indians 
as auxiliaries, may reasonably be expected. If this should be the 
case we should be prepared for them by the first of March, at 
farthest. The Executive hopes, with the aid of Congress, to have 
it in his power to meet this possible emergency. Alone and un­
aided by means, he can achieve nothing. With the assistance of 
Congress much may be done. He anticipates confidently a treaty 
of peace and amity with all the Indians upon our borders; and 
should adequate means be placed at his dispositon he can render 
them efficient friends in preventing the successful inroads of the 
Mexicans; as they would have it in their power and be ready, with 
small eneouragement, to deprive the enemy of their cavalry and pack­
mules. 

The adoption of this course of policy would not be at variance 
with the principles of civilized warfare; for to embarraas our enemy 
by every means in our power, not at war with the dictates of hu­
manity, is universally conceded to be justifiable. And whilst the 
Indians would be thus employed, they woulJ. not be permitted to 
violate any principle or law of humanity. Mexico has employed 
exasperated savages against us in the field of battle and has sought 
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to stimulate them throughout our borclers to ontl'agc a'ld blood [shed]. 
The happiest results are to be expected from a pacification with 

the Indians: and "·e shall have the strono·est o·uarantv for their 
fidelity to our cause, in the fact that the0: hav~ been ~ngaged for 
years ·in hostility against us; for they will naturally feel solicitous 
to confirm our friendship by eYiucing a zeal in our service. ~rhey 
may be made a' Yaluablc for their fl'iendship as they have been in­
jurious by their hostility. 

The several papers, No. ~~. 2:3, 2-! and 25, being original de­
spatches" from the I-I on [ orable] Ash bel Smith, our Charge 
d'Affaires in Europe, arc hel'e\Yilh submitted fol' the examination 
of the honorable Congress. It is requested, that after they shall 
have been read, an order may be made for their return to the De­
partment of State. It is also l'cqnested that this message with all 
the accompanying documents be transmitted, under injunctions of 
secrecy, to the honorable the Senate, for their perusal. 

Sam Houston 
Document A. 

Department of War and Marine, 
Washington, 15th Nov, 1842. 

To His Excellency, Sam Houston, 

President of the Republic of Texas: 

Sir: In reply to Y onr Excellency's enquiry, whether special re­
ports have been made to the Department by the Officer Command­
ing the Navy, touching the condition of the Vessels under his com­
mand, and of the disbursement, or dispositon made of the funds re­
ceived by him from the authorities of Yucatan under the agreement 
made with that Government for the use of our Squadron, and also 
of the amount recently placed in his hands to complete the outfit 
of the Vessels then lying in the Port of New Orleans, I have to in­
form you that full and formal reports have not been received touch­
ing any of these subjects, and none at all with regard to the last. 

Of the Vessels, reports of their fitness or unfitness for service, 
have from time to time ·been made, with the repairs necessary, and the 
extent and cost of such repairs. These, together with that lately maJe 
hy Lt. D. H. Crisp of the condition of those now in Galveston Harbor 
give a pretty correct knowledge of the condition of all our Vessels of 
War. With respect to which, with the funds above referred to, I 
have the honor to submit the following brief statement: 

The whole amount of money received from Yucatan by Commo­
dore Moore, as acknowledged by letter in July lru.t, was $41,971.00; 

"The despatches from Ashbel Smith referred to above are printed in 
Garrison, Diplomatic Correspondence of the Rep1tblic of TexM, II. · 
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for the disbursement of which sum, the Department has been furn­
ished with the following memorandum: 

Expended in New Orleans and Galveston previous to 
sailing, for shipping men, provisions, clothing, munitions 
of war, rigging and ship chandlery ................... $28,648.78 

Expended on coast of Yucatan for provisions and· for 
Officers from Deer. 1841 to 28th April 1842............ 4,960.00 

Paid to ofiicPrs, and men discharged in Galveston, New 
Orleans and Mobile . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6,868.00 

For provisions, awnings and shipping men since return of 
Vessels to New Orlea~s and Mobile . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4,265.64 

Amotmting altogether to .......................... $44,742.42 

which shows a balance in his favor of $2,771.42. There still re­
mained a balance due from Yucatan for which the Sch[oone]r San· 
Antonio had been sent, but whether any part of it was nceived, is 
not known certainly. If so it will be accounted fryr hereafter. 

The sum estimated for to complete the outfits of the two Vessels­
Ship Austin and Brig Wharton-then lying in New Orleans, (9th 
July) was $10,800, which amount, it was represented, could be 
raised in the City of New Orleans by Comm[odore] Moore, upon 
his own paper, by using as collateral security the unexpended bal­
ance of the appropriation for the support of the Navy for the cur­
rent year, amounting to $18,812.74, in Echequer Bills. This amount 
was accordingly drawn by him on the 23rd of July or about that 
time, and was to be employed for the purpose above mentioned ex­
clusively, under the following instructions from the Department of 
that date, viz: That the Bills were to be hypothicated or pledged 
as collateral security, on the most advantageous terms that could 
be obtained, and not on time shorter than ninety days, but as much 
longer as could be obtained; that if a negociation was found im­
practicable, without a forfetiture in case of non-redemption at the 
expiration' of the time agreed upon, then to hold them liable to that 
forfeiture. 

No intimation has been received from him as yet, whether the 
above sum or any portion of it, has been used. He has reported hill 
progress from time to time, and the difficulties experienced in ne­
gociating for funds, the worthlessness of Texas securities in New 
Orleans, etc., and finally his inability to get to sea without funds, 
but does not state the sum required Upon receipt of this intelli­
gence, he was directed, in accordance with Your Excellency's in­
structions, to report at Galveston immediately with the Veuell uu. 
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- der his command, provided he could not, \Vith the meuns at his com­
mand, prepare them forthwith for sea. 

The Ship and Brig have received such repairs as they required, 
and are now in good condition; but the Ship will require new 
copper entire in a ver)· short time. They have been provisioned, but 
seamen are yet wanting and clothing for them. The San Antonio 
sailed again for Sisal, Yucatan, on the 19th August since then not a 
word has been received respecting her. She had not sufficient time 
to make the run, unless favourable winds prevailed, prior to the 
great gale in Sept in which I fear she was lost with those on 
board. It is difficult to account for his absence or the silence of her 
Commander in any other way. The Schooner San Bernard and Steam 
Ship Zavala are both aground at Galveston, as before reported. The 
former in about two feet of water, and but slightly damaged; but 
she will have to be lifted into blocks, repaired and then launched. 
This can soon be done, and will require a sum not less than two 
thousand dollars. The former cannot be repaired-she is a wreck, 
and had she been so considered months ago, fifteen thousand dollars 
might have been saved to the Government. Her engines alone were 
worth twenty-five thousand. whereas they will not now sell for ten. 

I would recommend that the boilers, engines and such other parts 
of her as may be worth anything, be sold as soon as notice can be 
given in the United States, as it is not presumed that they could 
be sold to advantage without such notice. I would also reconnend 
that some provision be made to get the San Bernard afloat without 
delay as she must sustain additional injuries every day, and will 
require an amount to repair her in a short time equal to her value. 

Whether any blame should attach to the Officer connanding her 
or not, the Department cannot determine He reported that every 
precaution possible· had been taken to guard against such an oc­
currence, but that her anchors were too light, which were dragged 
ashore with her. Her provisions being exhausted, the most of her 
~rew have been discharged; the remainder, with the Officers are on 
board the Brig Archer. .This last Vessel is securely moored, and 
doing well. She is however stripped of her guns, rigging and sails, 
and indeed almost everything that could be removed. Ten thousand 
dollars at least will be required to equip her as a vessel of war. 

I have the honor to inform Your Excellency that ~n accord­
ance with the provisions of the sixth section of the Joint Resolution 
"making appropriations for the support of the Navy," approved 
the 23rd July, 1842, Charles Ras$ignol Esq. was appointed Navy 
Agent. 

Connodore Moore has been instructed upon his arrival at Gal-
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veston, to make full reports of the condition of all the V easels, the 
number of officers, seamen and marines together with the disburse­
ments of all monies received by him, and all other information which 
it may be necessary for the Department to possess. So soon as such 
reports shall have been received, their contents will he laid before 
Your Excellency immediately. 

I have the honor to be 
V er~· respectfully 

Your Obt. Servt 
M. C. Hamilton, 

Actg. Sec. War and Marine" 

Document B. 
Department of War and Marine 

Washington, 13th Deer, 1842" 
To His Excellency, Sam Houston, 

President of the Republic. 
Sir: Herewith enclosed I transmit a copy of a commnnication 

from Post Capt. E. W. Moore, Commanding Texas Navy, dated 
"New Orleans. 2nd Decr.1842." 

I have the honor to be 
Very respectfully 

Your Obt. servt. 
M. C. Hamilton, 

Actg. Sec. of War and Marine 

Copy. 
,Texas Sloop of War .Austin, 

New Orleans, Dec. 2nd, 1842. 
Sir: Your communications of the 29th Octr. and the 5th No­

vember, enclosing duplicate of the 29th October have been received 
since I last wrote, 7th Inst. [sic] and your communication of the 16th 
~ovember was received yesterday, but one Steamer has left since 
the receipt of the former, which I was unavoidably prevented writ­
ing by as I intended. 

No one regrets more than I the fact that I have not been able to 
procure funds sufficient to get to sea with the Exchequer Bills placed 
in my hands, in my letters of the 3rd and 19th of August I re­
ported the repairs that had to be made on the Ship and the new 
spars that had been placed in her and the Brig Wharton; and on 

"Endorsed on above report are the words: "'Special Report of the Actlnc 
Secretary of War and Marine, In relation to the Navy. Nov. 16th 1842. 
Secret." (A. D. S. In Navy Papers. Texas State Library.) 

"A. L. S. In Navy Papers. Texas State Library. 
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the 7th September I reported that I had procured nearly all of the 
substantial articles of provisions; I considered it unnecessary to state 
how I had procured them as the Department was informed by me 
while in Houston in July, that I had no other means of obtaining 
either supplies or money. at the elate (early part of September) 
when "the Department >~·as advised that at least ten thousand Dol­
lars of the Exchequer Bills brought here by me were in circulation, 
I had in my possession over twelve thousand dolla,.s of them, and 
there was and is here at this date, hypothicated for provisions etc. 
$4,100 of them. 

In relation to information or advices that the Department may 
hear of me, I beg leave to refer you to my communication of the 4th 
April last, in which ~-ou will find my reasons for the effort of cer­
tain persons to injure me, which I deem unnecessary to repeat here. 

I in order to prewnt the circulation of any of the Exchequer Bills 
until after the expiration of the time that I was authorized to 
hypothicate them, I made heavy personal sacrifices, and am n\lW 
liable for a considerable amount of moue:-- which could not have 
been procured here on the faith of the Government as any one 
here well knows; and not until the sailing of the Neptune on the 
18th of November did I consent to sell one dolla,- of the Exche­
quers; by her something less than a thousand dollars '.rent over; and 
on the sailing of the Ne"' York (24th November) eight thousand 
seven hundred dollars "<~'ent over, which I was compelled to sell to 
meet the demands against me for supplies of those articles of pro­
visions which I have to purchase every week, and to return the 
money which I borrowed to purchase copper for the ship's bottom 
when she was in Dock. 

The provisions which I procured in August were the following, 
Beef, Pork, Vinegar, Beans, Raisins and Tobacco for a full com­
plement for all the Vessels for sixteen ''eeks, and there is now on 
board this Ship and the Brig enough of those articles for a cruise 
of ten weeks-the other articles of the rations vi~: Bread, Flour, 
Sugar, Tea, Cheese, Butter, Molasses and Whiskey I obtained on my 
own credit, for I have no money, in small quantities weekly. 

In reply to the inquiries in yours of the 5th November, I have to 
state that one of the individual responsibilities referred to, was re­
turned to the Department while in Houston on July 2nJ, and I 
stated to His Excellency, the President, that with the other nothing 
could be done, and that I would have returned it at that time had 
I have had it with me. I have not been able to lay my hands on it 
since my return or it would have been returned. my impression 
is that Mr St John has it, and he has gone to the North. it can 
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however be of no avail as the authority to negociate was given to 
me only. 

I regret the condition of the San Barnard and unless something 
is soon done with her she will he beyond repair-twenty five [thou­
sand] dollars ($25,000) of the appropriation of the extra session of 
Congress was for provisions and outfits and it would take a very small 
proportion of it for her-in fact that amount would be ample to repair 
the San Bernard and fit out the squadron for a cruize of four 
months, I mean this Ship, the Brig Wharton and the San Bernard. 

The San Antonio sailed from Galveston on the 27th of August, 
first for Matagorda, and then for the Coast of Yucatan, having on 
board over three months provisions, which could have been made to 
last four months. I did not mention her having sailed, or the na­
ture of the cruize, deferring it until her return, which I have been 
anxiously [awaiting?] for more than a month, but from news re­
ceived from Campeache two days since, up to the 15th November 
she had not been heard from and I very much fesr that she foun­
dered or was capsized in one of the three heavy gales of September 
and October. The object of the cruize was to reconnoitre off the 
coast of Yucatan, and in the event of the people of that country 
holding out against the ,Troops of Santa Anna, Lieutenant Com­
manding Seeger was to communicate with the Governor and en­
deavor to obtain funds to. fit out the Navy. 

I received a letter from the Secretary of War and Marine of 
Yucatan in the early part of November, from the tenor of which I 
have been expecting funds .from that quarter, but from an arrival 
here from there two days since I fear that nothing can be expected 
from that quarter, for the enemy are upon them both by sea and 
land. the letter stated that in a short time the Government in­
tended sending an Agent to Washington City for the purpose 
of making arrangements for the acknowledgement of their Inde­
pendence which wonld be declared in a short time. 

I have been compelled to discharge within the last month abou~ 
thirty men whose term of service had expired and had not one dol­
lar to pay them uti; this frequent occurrence, which I have repeated· 
ly communicated to the Department, is one having a most injurious 
tendency and creating greater difficulty in procuring seamen for the 
service. these men were shipped in May last in this Port, and on the 
14th Inst. [sic] there are not more than six men in both vessels whose 
term of service will not have expired. under this state of things the 
Department will see the utter impossibility of moving the V e&Bels 
from their present anchorage without means to ship seamen and nM 
one will ship until those who are in the city (and they are running 
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after me whenever I am on shore fur their pay) are paid off. neith­
er can towage or pilotage be obtained on the credit of the Govern­
ment. in short nothing ean be obtained here on the credit of the 
Government. If it ''"ere in 111)' power to raise the funds to carry 
out the orders of the 29th Oct[obe]r. reiterated on the 16th No­
vember, it should most certainly he done, but I have exhausted all 
my means and very nearly all my credit. 

If the Vessels were at GaiYcston in ordinary, and were to be 
fitted for sea they 'vould haye to be brought here to obtain seamen, 
and the to,yag·e and pilotage in and out would cost as much as the 
advance to half the men required. if I had the means to ship a 
crew, and purchase the balance of our provisions and clothing, 
(ordnance stores and ammunition we have plenty) I could sail in 
a few days, and as the enemy are now on the Gulf, (blockading 
Campeache) poorly manned, and even if they were better manned, 
I would not hesitate attacking them with this Ship and the Brig 
Wharton. every' Officer in the service is anxious, exceedingly 
anxious to get off. 

I feel it my imperative duty to ag·ain call the attention of the 
Department to the condition of the Officers as stated in my two com­
munications of the 2nd and 24th July last. 

By the last Steamer I forwarded to the Auditor the Returns of 
Pursers N Hurd and F. T. Wells up to the end of the Quarter end­
ing 30th September last, and by this Steamer I forward my ac­
count current for the disbursement of moneys received from the 
Government of Yucatan, which would have been sent some time 
since but for two receipts from purser J. F. Stephens, which I re­
ceived only a few days since. 

I sincerely hope that in a &hart time the appropriation made by 
the Extra Session of Congress for the Navy will be available in order 
that we may be at sea; and I feel it my duty to state to the Depart­
ment that unless the Officers are provided for at least in some 
measure that it will not be possible for. them to remain in the service. 

I have the honor to be 
Your Obt. Servt. E. W. Moore 

To M. C. Hamilton Esq 
Actg See. of War and Marine 

Washington, Texas. 
A correct copy 

l\1. C. Hamilton, 
Actg. Sec. War and Marine 

Washington, 13th Dec. 1842. 

Com'dg Texas Navy. 
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Mr. Greer moved that the foregoing communication from the 
President, marked secret, be referred to the Committee on Foreign 
Relations [Messrs. Lawrence, Pattillo and Smith]. Carried. 

On motion, the doors were reopened. 

Wednesday, December 28, 1842. 
The Senate met in secret session. 
Mr. Lawrence maved that that portion of the documents tranl!­

mitted by the Executive, together with that portion of the message, 
of the 22nd instant, relating particularly. to naval affairs, be re­
ferred to the Committee on Naval Affairs [Messrs. Greer, Barnett 
and Byrne]. Carried. 

On motion, the doors were reopened. 

Saturday, December 31, 1842. 
The Senate met in secret session. 
A communication from the President, marked secret, was taken 

up, and together with t]]Jl accompanying documents, ordered to be 
transmitted to the House of Representatives in accordance with the 
request of the President. 

The following communication, marked secret, was taken up and 
read: 

Executive Department, 
Washington, Dec[embe]r 30th, 1842.10 

To the honorable the Senate: 
I herewith respectfully submit, for the consideration and consti­

tutional advice and cansent of your honorable body, the followinQ' 
nominations, viz: 

Francis 13". Ogden, Consul of the Republic for Liverpool, G[reat] 
Britain. 

Alfred Fox, Consul of the Republic for Falmouth Great Britain. 
John Graham Stewart, Consul of the Republic for Glasgow, 

Great Britain. 
John Atkinson, Consul of the Republic for Kingston-upon-Hull, 

Great Britain. 
John Roxburgh, Consul of the Republic for Greenock, Great 

Britain. 
Thomas Were Fox, Consul of the Republic ~or Plymouth, Great 

Britain. 
Basil G. Ijames, Notary Public for Colorado County. 
I avail myself, also, of the present occasion to invite the attention 

of the honorable, the Senate, to the urgent propriety of providing 
11See note 3 above. 
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by law for the compensation of the consular agents of the Govern· 
ment. As the laws nOll" stnncl. no pro1·ision whnteYer is made, 
whereby our consuls can be reimbursed for indispensable outlays 
for the sen·ice of the country 11·hose interests they superintend 
and protect. Seals, flags, postages upon docmnents of a national 
character sent to the Department of Stnte. and upon regular of­
ficial correspondence, and books of record and office furniture, have 
hitherto been supplied from pri.-ate liberality alone. This should 
no longer continue to be the "asc. The GoYernment which requires 
the time, labor and attention of its public .hmtionaries of this grade, 
should exercise tmYards them some show of reciprocity. And this 
cannot be done upon an0· plan so equitable and available to the par­
ties interested as by the allo1Yance of reasonable perquisites upon 
the performance of official acts, regulated upon a scale correspond­
ing to the probable amount of business to be done. 

I would therefore, respectfully recommend that a law be passed 
authorizing all our eonsular agents to eharge and collect fees. in ac­
cordance with specific instructions from the Executive through the 
Department of State, upon invoices of merchandize, passports an'! 
the other usual acts performed bo' the like agents of other coun­
tries. 

,The consular attestation to invoices of merchandise would oper­
ate as a protection of the revenue against fraud, and at the same 
time be a material convenience to the importer, by dispensing with 
the harassing, and in some eases. injurious examinations which 
must otherwise be made into the contents of bales, boxes and pack­
ages of goods at the Custom Honse. 

A reasonable charge, also, for passports to persons coming into the 
Republic, would not only furnish a means of compensation to the 
Consul, but would, it is believed, result in salutary advantages to 
the country, by subjecting to scrutiny and inspection the persons, 
names, and character and pursuit of any and every individual in-

. traducing himself within our limits. Thus would our population 
be in great degree protected from the inroad of a class of persons 
of ill fame and criminal notoriety. who but too frequently seek a 
home among us; and, instead of making good citizens, blight the 
peace and morals of the community which may receive them. 

The rates of fees, it is thought, may be more equitably graduated 
by the Executive, than hy any positive enactment, for the reason that 
the perquisites at some consular stations IYould be, in amount, much 
laro-er than at others and will varv under different circumstances. 
Fo; instance, the rates prescribed for the station at New Orleans 
should, at this time, he much less than elsewhere, for there a much 
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larger amount of business would be done, and the aggregate of 
compensation to the Consul would, at very moderate rates, be 
ample. 

I would also, respectfully ask the notice of the honorable, the 
Senate, to the following extract of a private note addressed to the 
President of our Charge d'Affaires in Europe, and dated London, 
Oct [ ober] 26th, 1842. He says: "I shall leave the supervision of 
our affaires here in charge of Mr. Rate, our Consular Agent. Let 
me on this occasion invite your attention to consider Mr. Rate's 
appointment. His house is one of the most respectable in London; 
one of his partners is a director in the Bank of England; and 
Mr. Rate enjoys the best reputation for capacity in mercantile af. 
fairs and for integrity. He has been judiciously active since he 
undertook the consular agency." Sam Houston 

On motion of Mr. Greer, that portion of the message relating to 
consulates, was referred to the committee on Foreign Relations 
[Messrs. Lawrence, Pattillo and Smith]. 

On motion, the doors were reopened. 

,The Senate met in secret session. 
The following message from the 

opened and read : 

Wednesday, January 4, 1843. 

President, marked secret, was 

(Secret.) Executive Department, 
Washington, January 3, 1843.11 

To the honorable, the Senate, and the House of Representatives. 
The Executive, in conformity to what he conceives to be his duty, 

at the very first moment of leisure with health sufficient for the pur­
pose, transmits such information touching the present condition of 
the Navy as may be of some importance to the honorable Congress. 

It is needless to reiterate, that the last cent of the appropriation 
placed at the disposition of the· Exeeutive for the support of the . 
Navy for the year 1842, has been issued to the proper officer; and 
that there is every reason to believe it has been expended: with 
what benefit to the country, the President does not pretend to say; 
and contents himself with simply submitting the fact. 

For the purpose of showing as far as practicable the actual con­
dition of the Navy, copies of letters are herewith laid before the Con­
gress, marked 1 and 2, addressed to the Secretary of War and Marine · 
by Commodore E. W. Moore, under date of 19th December, ultimo, 
and Lieutenant D. H. Crisp of the 21st of the same month. .. 

"See note 3 above. 



It will be P<'ITl'in·d that l'ommodot·c :IIoore is without funds. He 
has not H<'f'Ollntt~d for thp disbur.si'Jll<'Bt uf the appropriation of the 

twent~· thousand dollars Illadt• for the serYit·e of the past year. The 
otlicers undrr hin1 art• ill a dt>shtute l'onditinn for <'iothing, and 
.. thr.'·· eYery tllll' tlf them, nt•t•d motH·y·· He appears to rt'ly upon 
an appropt·iatiun maclt• at the l'alled session in .July last. to enable 
him to extrieal<• him't•lf from his present clitlleulties: although he 
must be fully "'"'"''' that that appropriation has not been antl. is not 
now aYailahle. Th,. situation of Licut 1 <'nantl Crisp is cYcn yet more 
destitute and deplorable·. lie and his otlil'l'l'S are subsisting on the 
eharit~- of tht'ir f<-iPnds at Ualwston. The President has no means 
to bestow upon them for their relief: beeanse the appropriation has 
long since. as ahoYe suggested, pa~sed ont of his control into the 
hands of the appropriate oftiect·. 

In the extral't .~·iwn hy Lient[mant] Crisp from a letter of Com­
modore .:\foore it wonltl appt><ll' that tht· ('ommodor<· was dispusi.·tl to 

retlect upon tht• llepartmvnt of \\'ar and :\Iarine' fur not 
hasing- the g'l'i.)lllH.l ttH·ldv of tlw n·sse-1~ repail't'tl and im-

proved-suggestiiig its ddi<:ir•ney \\·as notor·ious. It mi~ ... d1t have 

heen notorious in the :'\a1-y. an<l no doubt ''""': but it does not ap­
pear that he made an~- requisition upon the Department for the 
repairs or impron~tuent~ nec·t'ssary. It ""as his duty to have done 
so; and while the appropriations 1rcre within the control of the De­
partment; or. after having- drawn the apprOJ1l'iation himself, his first 
and bmmden clnt~- \\·as to haYe procured such repairs and made up 
such defieieneies as "·erp nec·c•ssm·.,·- This hf• a pprn rs, in t lw midst of 
his surprise, to have owrlookc'd; 'md though he alleges that he had 
attempted to impress. on J'CJlPatc•d oerasions. the fact on the Depart­
ment, he must have reg·arclcd it as unnecessary, when the entire ap­
propriation came into his hands. This 11·as the rase previous to the 
destruction of nw San l:!c•rnm·,lo. which appears to be attributable 
to the want of suitable g-round tackle, in \Yhich all the vessels of the 
Navy were, it is alleged, very deficient. 

As early as the month of Oetober, the Executive became perfect­
ly satisfied, that nothing would be achieved b~· the ~avy; and, as 
heretofore stated to the honorable Congress, the President directed 
that it should be ordered into Galveston; provided it could not be 
forthwith got to sea in a condition for efficient service. ,That order 
has been since repeated: but owing to his inability, or disinclination 
to obey orders, the Commodore has not complied. On the 2nd in­
stant it was again repeated through the proper Department, as 
will be seen by l\Ir. Hamilton's letter, No 3, accompanying. 

The President need not express the painful solicitude which he 
20-Lib. 
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fPels on this subject. Ha,·ing Jwretoforr lai.i it before the honorable 
Congress. with as much mgen<'y as he thou!!ht consistent with the deli­
rae·>· nf the relations which he bears to it, nothing but his anxiety 
•·ot!lcl induce• him again to call attention to the subject. The ac­
rompan,·in[! papers inculcate the great necessity of adopting some 
inuHPrliMe course which may he calculated to produce some good to 
the nation by saving what remains of the Navy and preventing 
fm·thPr expense ond in-volvC'ment. 

From the hest estimate that can be made out, the actual daily ex­
penses at this time will exceed one hundred dollars. This is without 
:Illy <'OlTPsponrlin!! benefit: and the estimate is made in hard dollars. 
Thr \l·ear. tear and deray of the vessels and injury resulting from 
their present condition may also fairly be estimated at a clear 10118 
of ono' hnnolrc•d dolla!'S prr da)·. making the daily injury to the coun­
ll'Y amonnt to ahout two hundred dollars per day; to fourteen hun­
dJ·, . .J <lo!lars JWl' week: to six thousand dollars per month; and to 
s<'vrnt)· two thousand dollars per annum. This calculation is made 
upon su"h data as to leave no doubt of its correctness. 

While the Government remains without one dollar at its disposi­
tion. nnd exprnses continually and inevitably increasing, the Exec­
utive is constrained to ask what can be donef If no expense would 
a<·c·rue until a decision of the question was made by the honorable 
('ongre". and no injury result to the public property, it might be 
postponed. Bnt as evils of great magnitude are daily resulting, ex­
]Wnses in•·rea:<in!('. no means providing, and no hopes of getting the 
:\'avy to sea. the Executive feels warranted in soliciting most re­
spe..tfnll)· and urgently the attention of the honorable Congress to 
the subject. Early and prompt attention on the part of the Con­
Q'l'Css and Executive may effect a great saving to the nation, and rid 
th<• country of heavy expense, and increase our means by a judicious 
disposition of the Navy. ,Texas is totally unable to maintain it in 
service: an cffoi·t to do so will only he attended with disappoint­
ment and misfortune. 

Although I have not the data before me, my impression is, that 
we are now in arrears with individuals for pay due to officers and 
Ream<'n, provisions procured at various times, contingencies, and re­
pai:·s done, in a sum little short of an hundred thousand dollars. 
We have no means to meet these demands; and they constitute a 
source of endless annoyance to the officers of Government. If in­
dividuals make demand upon the Government for the payment ot 
their claims, and it is unable to meet them, it is a most fruitful 
source of denunciation and abuse of those entrusted with the admin­
istration of the laws, creates discontent, is attended with disappoint-
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ment, gives rise to. disaffection, and hence active employment to 
demagogues. Those evils are certainly to be deprecated; and the 
honorable Congress can do much towards obviating them. 

It is respectfully reqmstc•d that the honorable, the Senate, >viii 
cause this communication with the accompanying documents to bo 
transmitted to the House of Representatives. 

Sam Houston 
Number 1. 

Texas Sloop of War Austin, 
New Orleans, December 19, 18-!:~. 17 

To the Ron. Secretary of War and Marine: 
Sir-I wrote by the last steamer, and I aYail myself of the sailing 

of the ?\eptune to forward muster rolls of this ship and the Brig 
Wharton, by whic-h the Department will see how many men we have 
to take cal'e of tbe vessels. I am still making every exertion in my 
power to raise money to ship a crew and get out of the river. 

I hope most sincerely that at least a part of the appropriation of 
the Extra Session of Congress will soon be aYailable; for many of 
the officers are in a destitute condition for clothing, and they every 
one of them need money. 

I met a gentleman yesterch1~- from Havana, who came from Eng­
land in the mail steamer Dee. He left at St. Thomas, on the 24th 
November, the steamer .i\Ionteznma on her way to Vera Cruz. Noth­
ing from Yucatan since I last wrote. 

I have the honor to be, Yery respectfully, 
Your obedient servant, 

Number 2. 

E. W. Moore, 
Comd 'g Texas Navy. 

Brig Archer, 
Galveston, December 21, 1842-" 

Hon. 1\i. C. Hamilton, Acting- Sec 'y War and Marine: 
Sir-I have to acknowledg-e the receipt of your communication, 

dated the 4th inst., with two communications enclosed. 
I have not been able to stop the leak of the schooner [San 

Bernard], and cannot do anything for her without funds; and I 
have reasons to suppose she is sustaining injury which I cannot pre­
vent. 

I need not inform the Department that we are now subsisting 
mainly on the charity of our friends. Com. Moore sent us some beef 

11The secret journal has no copy of this communication; it has been sup­
plied from "Appendix to the Journals of the Senate of the Republic of Texas. 
Seventh, Eighth and Ninth Congresses," (MS.), p. 94. Departm~nt of State. 

"Ibid., p. 94-5. 
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and pork some time ago, or we should have staryed on board. ,This 
is now nearly expended; and as he says he can furnish no more, I 
do not know how we shall live when this is out. 

As senior officer on the Station, I have already made full and 
ample report of our condition and prospects; and, (according to 
Art. 9 and 26 of the Reg-ulations for the Commander-in-Chief,) 
have advised the course to be pursued; and I hope the Department 
will not think me complaining, when I remark that I have received 
no instructions about provisons, although on the 2d December, I 
reported that mine would only last a week or two; and although by 
good luck we have been enabled to subsist till this time, I fear the 
same fortune will not attend much longer. 

In a communication I received from you, 23d September, you ex­
pressed surprise that the fault of the schooner's ground tackling 
had not been sooner reported. I have corresponded with Commo­
dore l\Toore on the subject, and beg leave to transcribe what he says: 
''I am much surprised· that the Department did not know the 
schooner's anchors were too light; for I have, on repeated occas­
ions, mentioned the fact in my communications, and particularly 
about the time of the loss of the San Jacinto. It was certainly un­
necessary for you to have said anything on the subject, at the time 
you were appointed to the command of the San Bernard; for it 
was notorious that the ground tackle of all vessels of the navy was 
very deficient." 

The San Antonio, I regret to say has not been heard of since she 
left 1\[atag-orda. She is certainly lost. 

I haw the honor to remain, 
Your obedient servant, 

D. H. Crisp, Lieut. Comd 'g. 

l\Ir. StPphens, the Purser, who bears this to you, will furnish you 
with morf' information respecting our present condition. 

D. H. Crisp. 

Department of War and Marine, 
Washington, 28th Deeember, 1842. 

To His Excellenc·y Sam Houston: . 
Sir-J beg leave herewith to transmit copies of communicati0111' 

just received-No. 1, from Post Captain E. W. Moore, Commanding, 
Texas Navy, in reff'rence to the ~ondition of the officers and men oa' 
the ship Austin and Brig Wharton-and No. 2, from Lieutenmt< 
D. H. Crisp, Texas Navy. 



I h;n-t• llh• hono!' to ht'. \'4'l'\" res]wdfully, your oh't setT't. 

;\I. C. Hamilton, 
.\(·t·!! ~f'('\ \Yur an(l Jlarlue. 

Xnmhe1· :J. 

To Post Captain E. \Y. :"lfoo1·r·. 

T>.·p:ll'tllll'llt nf \\'at· and :"\Iarine. 
\Ya:-;hin!.!'ton. 2d .January. 184:3.1!) 

( 'ommanding Tt>xas XU\',\. ~ew OrJ(•an:-;: 
Sir-Yont· (•ommuni<·ation nf the l~lth nltimn. Pnelosing muster 

rolls of the ship _\nstin and brig- \Yharton. haYe been received. 
_-\n>· expef'tations that may h::ve hcr·n entertained of realizing, or 

1n Hn~· mnnnet· lnHking· aYailalll{·. th<" appropriation of the extra ses­
~ion of CongTf'ss. will L'Prtainly end in Lli~appoinment. It was from 
the first. and still is. snh.ieet to stwh eontingencies as to render it a 
tft>acl lettet· npon the statute hook. The GoYernment is fully aware 
of tlw destitution of tlw offieers. and of the inadeqnaey of the ap­
propriatiolls to sustain tlw :\ayy, and 1 am directed by His Excel­
lpm·>· the l'l'<'sitlent to say. thai h!' has deplored the misfortune as 
nnwh as an.'· eit iz<'n in the Hepnhlic: hut that these evils do exist, 
~ud that for thc'lJI thl'l'l' is 110 present r<>med>·· 

Yon will tlh•rPfOJ'P report. if pl·adit·a hl1'. in l'Ollformity with your 
former orders. at tialwston. 

I have the honm· to he. Yery respe"tfnll>·. >·our ob't serv't, 

i\I. C. Hamilton. 
Act'g Sec'y War and Marine. 

~Ir. G1·c•er. Chair1w111 of the CommittPe on Xaval Affairs, to 
whom was referred that part of a eommunication from the Execu­
tin• whid1 relate., to the :\and affairs. repm·ted 

A bill to Ill' entitlc,,J :m act to <lispose of the XaYy. which was rear! 
first time. 

On motiou of :lfr. Jal'k. the rul~ was suspended. and the bill read 
second time. 

lilt·. ,Jack 1110\'ecl tu strike· ont "the Steamship Zavala". Carried . 
.iii l'. ,J aek also 111oved to insert "entire'· before "liabilities," and 

after "pnrr·hase" insert .. of all the vessels'·. Carried. 
~Ir .. Jack moYed to strike out that portion of the bill which re­

]ates to the compensation of the tl.l!ent or a_gents. Carried. 
On motio11. the bill "·as then ordPrecl to be eugTossed. 
On motion. the rnle was further suspended. and the bill read a 

third time and passed. 
On motion. the doors were reopened. 

1'Appendix to the Journals of the Senate of the Republic of Texas. Sev~ 
entb, Eighth and Ninth Congresses," (MS.), p. 95-6. Department of State. 
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Thursday, January 5, 1843. 
The Senate met in secret session. 
A message was received from the House of Representatives, in­

forming the Senate that the Hause had under consideration a bill to 
be entitled An Act to provide for the sale of the Navy, and had 
proposed the following amendments to the same, towit: 

In the first section of said bill, after the word "Wharton", strike 
out "and Archer and the Schooner San Bernard"; and after the 
words "pHrchase of", strike out "ali the", and insert "said"; and 
after the ward "vessels", insert "and the brig Archer and the 
Schooner San Bernard, together with the Steamship Zavala, her 
tackle, furniture. and apparel; also the Navy Yard, with all the 
naval stores, be sold for cash." 

• • Sec. 3. Be it further enacted, ,That the sum of five thousand 
dollars be, and the same is hereby appropriated, to enable the Presi· 
dent to carry out the provisions of this act." 

The above named bill, with the amendments from the House, was 
taken up. 

l\Ir. Jack offered the following amendments to the amendments of 
the House. 

To the first Section, towit: "In ninth line, after the word 'the' 
insert • property of the'. After the word 'cash', in the last line, add 
• or credit,' as the President may deem proper; and the proceeds of 
sale from the Archer, San Barnard and Zavala, with the public 
property at the Navy Yard, shall be disbursed in the following man­
ner, towit: Eight thousand dollars for the payment of claims due 
the present or former officers, in proportion to the time they have 
served and the amount which may be due; and the balance to be 
appropriated for the purpose of constructing works of fortification, 
or procuring gun-boats for the defense of Galveston." 

Which said amendments, as amended, were adopted. 
The Senate refused to concur in the third section, as proposed by 

the House. 
Mr. Randall, Chairman of the Committee on Engrossed Bills, re­

ported that the above bill had been examined and was found to be 
correctly engrossed. 

On motion, the ·doors were reopened. 

Friday, January 6, 1843. 
The Senate met in secret session. 
The following communication from Executive, marked secret, was 

taken up and read, towit: 



:ro the honorable. the Senate: 

ExecutiYc Department, 
\Vashwg-ton. January 6th. 18-±:3.''' 

I herewith respectful!~- submit. for the ('onstitutional action of 
your honorable body, the name of Daniel ,r_ 'l'oler, for Notary Pub­
lic for the County of 'Washinio\ton. 

Sam Houston 

On motion, the communication was laid on the table one day, for 
consideration, it being- a nomination submitted for the ratification of 
the Senate. 

On motion. the doors were reopened. 

Saturday, January 7, 1843. 
The Senate met in secret session. 
The nomin~tion of Daniel J. Toler for 1\otary Public of Wash­

ington County, was taken up, and on motion of J\Ir. Jack, was con­
firmed by the Senate. 

Also, the nomination of Charles H. Raymond, Secretary of Le­
ga;ion tv the United States, n·as lillanimously confirmed. 

And also, the following nominations were, respectively confirmed, 
towit: 

Lachlan l\Iclntosh Rate, Consul General of Texas for Great 
Britain. 

Francis B. Ogden, Consul of Texas for Liverpool, Great Britain. 
"Ufred Fox, Consul of Texas for Falmouth, Great Britain. 
John Graham Stewart, Consul of Tcsas for Glasgow, Great Britain_ 
John Roxburgh, Consul of Texas for Greenock, Great Britain. 
Thomas Were Fox, Consul of ,Texas for Plymouth, Great Britain. 
John Atkinson, Consul of Texas for Kingston-upon-Hull, Great 

Britain. 
Basil G. Ijams, Notary Public for Colorado County. 
On motion, the doors were reopened. 

Friday, January 13, 1843. 
The Senate met in secret session. 
The journal of the secret sessions of the preceeding days, was read 

and adopted. 
A communication from the President, marked secret, was taken 

up and read, as follows : 

10See note 3 above. 
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Executive Department, 
·Washington, January 11th, 1843.'' 

.To the honorable, the Senate: 
I h<:>rewith present, for the advice and consent of your honorable 

body, the name of Thomas Harvey, for the office of Notary Public 
for Matagorda Connty. Sam Houston 

On motinn, the rule was suspended, and the nomination of Thomas 
Ha1·vey unanimously confirmed. 

A bill to he entitled An Act to sell the Navy, with the amendments 
of the Honse to th~ amendments of the Senate, was reported back 
by the House through their Chief Clerk, Mr. J. H. Raymond, who 
inform~d the Senate that the House had appointed a committee of 
ron fprrnce upon the same to act with a like committee on the part 
of the Senate: and also. that the House had passed a bill to r&­
munerate General Waddy Thompson, etc. 

On motion of Mr. Greer, the committee of conference asked for 
by the Hm1s.r was appointed, consisting of the members of the com­
mittPr on l\aval Affairs [Messrs. Greer, Barnett and Byrne). 

A hill to provide for the repayment of moneys advanced by Gen­
eral Waddy Thompson to the Santa Fe prisoners, was read first 
time. 

On motion. the rule suspended, and bill read second time md 
passed to a third reading. 

On motion. the rule was further suspended, and the bill read 
third time and passed. 

.An Act" 
Making provisions for the repa~·ment of monies advanc~d by the Hon. 
Waddy Thompson. to the Santa Fi' Prisoners. 

Section 1. Be it pnacted hy the Senlltc ·and House of Representa­
tiv<·• of the Rep11hli<' of .Texa.• in Congress as,-embled, That the sum 
of •ix thousand five hundred dollars. be, and it is hereby appropriated 
for the payment of the claims of General Waddy 'rhompson for ad­
\'ances made to the Santa Fe prisoners for their subsistence and trans­
portation to their homes. after their release, and that the same be: 
appropriated out of the first proceeds of the sale of the Navy. 

N. H. Darnell 
Speaker of the Hous~ of Representatives 

Edward Burleson 
President CJf the Senafle; 

"See note 3 above. 

1 
.. 

nThe bill was !lied in the Executive Olllce, January 13, 1843, and fat · · 
to become a law because the president did not sign it. The enrolled bill ' 
!lied among the Papers of the Seventh Congress. 
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On motion of ;\[ r. Greer. the Seeretar~- "'"' instnwted to call upon 
the Executive. and request the• return to the Senate of the treaty 
concluded on the :iOth -Tul~- last. hetwec'n the Republic of .Texa~ 
and the tTnited States. 

l\Tr. J ark mowd that the SPcretary be instruc·ted to eanse the 
secret journal to be copied in a hook, (to be procured for that pur­
pos<' :) and that the same compensation be allowed for this as is 
allowed by a resolution of the :-:<enate for copying the journal for the 
printer. Cnrried. 

On motion. tlw doors were n•opened. 

Frida~- Evening, .January 13, 1843. 
The ~enate 1net in Recret session. 
Mr. Greer, ehairman of the joint committee of conference on the 

part of the Senate. npon a bill to sdl the Navy, reported as follows: 

Committee Room. January 1:3. 1843. 
To the President of the Senate: 

'!'he committee of conference to whieh was referred the subjeet 
matter of difference between the t1vo I-Imlses. on a bill to be entitled 
an act to provide for the ~ale of the navy, have had the same under 
C'onsideration. and have· agreed to recommend that the mnendments 
of the Senate to said bill be amended, hy striking ont "eight", in 
seventh linr of the second amendment. and insert "fifteen." and in­
sert after "·ore] "offieer~". in ninth line. "seamen and marines of the 
Navy"; and strike out all of said amendment after the word "be," 
in twelfth line. and insert ''paid into the Treasury of the Repub­
lic'·, and with these amendments, that the House concur in the 
amendments of the Senate. and the Senate concur therein . 

• J. A. Greer, 
Chairman on part of the Senate. 

H. N. Potter, 
Chairman on part of the House of Representatives. 

Which report was adopted." 
The following communication from the President, ,;arked secret, 

was taken up and read: 
Sec•·et. 

Executive Department, 
Washington, January lOth, 184:3-'" 

.To the honorable, the Senate, and House of Representatives. 
As the present session of the honorable Congress is drawing near 

"The act to provide for the sale of the navy is printed in the Appendix 
as No.6. 

~ssee note 3 above. 
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its close, and as a recent call has been made upon the Executive for 
any information he may have in his possession, as to the probability 
of Mexi<•an invasion, etc., he avails himself of the present occasion 
to <'ommuni<·ate the suhsbmec of certain intelligence. on that sub­
ject, which he has very lately received, with such suggestions as he 
deems it his duty to make. 

This intelligence is from the city of Mexico, and dated the 8th 
of 11\ovcmber. It indicates to the Executive in the most authentic and 
impressive terms, that Mexico. in the event of being successful 
against Yucatan, will immediately invade Texas with a formidable 
force both by land and sea. And the Gentleman who communicates 
the intelligence does it with a view that T~xas may so provide, as to 
•nsure the repulse of the troops of the enemy sent against her. He 
is not now in Mexico. but has transmitted the information with the 
greatest despatch, that it may be laid before Congress previous to 
ih adjournment. It is additional to any that was in the possession 
of the Executive, at the time his last communication on this subject 
was made. 

It seems to be a fact established by reason, that if Mexico medi­
tates the invasion of Texas, it will be attempted during the ensuin~ 
spring. She cannot expect that the civilized powers will tolerate in 
her a protracted war with Texas, unless she make some demonstra­
tion to them that would create a reasonable belief that she is capa­
ble of subjugating and reannexing it to the Mexican territory. 
Hence it may be supposed, that all her available energies will be 
ca.ll~d into action and employed with the great~t efficiency. 

,The question then arises, is Texas in a situation to repel a 
formidable invasion Y If she is, we have nothing to fear from it; 
it not, she ought to be so. Every means in our power should be 
called into action, and be in readiness for any event we should antici­
pate. 

We should calculate the probable effect and influence, which the 
employment of our troops on the Rio Grande might produce upon 
Mexico, as well as the events which might result to Texas from the 
same cause. If disaster should befal our men on the Rio Grande, 
their return to Texas will be well calculated to create sensations not 
only of an unpleasant nature, but cast a gloom upon the spirits 
of our people that would be unfavorable to prompt action on our 
part. A state of great excitement is always unfavorable to military 
operations; and with the advance of the enemy in great strength, 
confusion might soon mature into panic, and cause the removal of 
families. With them, also, a large _portion of those who should 
rally to the field, would recede from the scene of action, leaving but 
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comparatiyely a small force to contend with the invaders. If an 
insufficient force should rally, and be compelled to give back before 
the enemy, it would only increase the panic if anY existed· and 
if at the commencement, there should be no 'actual ~anic, it 'would 
have a tendency to create one, or, at least, to depress the ardor of 
our troops. 

In regarding our enemy, we ought not to rely so much upon their 
inefiiciency, as upon our own preparation and readiness to meet 
them. By underestimating them, we neglect to husband our own 
strength, and to use that forecast and precaution, which might 
alone ensure success to our arms. 

We have yet time to organize our forces, by sending expresses to 
the seYeral colonels commanding regiments throughout the Repub­
lic, with contingent orders, so as to meet, or rendezvous, at certain 
points, to enable us to counteract the probable movements of the 
enemy. Tbis may be done at an expense not exceeding two thousand 
dollars; and an app,ropriation of that amotmt for th2 purpose, is re­
£pectfully recommenJed. 

If Texas is invaded, the object will certainly be to overrun the 
country by a formidable force, entering it probably in two divisions; 
the most numerous by San Antonio, detaching to upper Colorado a 
sufficient force, composed principally of cavalry, to sustain itself; 
and after ravaging the upper part of that river, fall down to L;l 

Grange, and there unite with the main body, advanced from Bexar. 
The lower division will probably enter the country by Victoria, an<l 
advance along the seaboarJ in cooperation with the fleet destined 
for Galveston, inciting, if possible, an insurrection amoung the 
negroes of the lower Colorado and the Brazos; supplying them with 
arms and munitions of war, and forming, finally, a junction with 
their fleet at Galveston. ,The division at La Grange may be ex­
pected, in the greatest force, to advance to Washington, whilst the 
remainder of the division would diverge by San Felipe, and those 
at this point cross the Brazos, descend to the bay, and there con­
centrate with the entire force of the invading army. They would 
thus have the entire corrnnand of our waters, and the gulf, and could 
sustain themselves, receiving supplies by water, and by the aid of 
cavalry, harrass the country eastward as far as the Trinity, and 
forage upon the stock and numerous herds of cattle which abound 
in Texas . 

.All this may not occur ; and it is even possible that an invasion 
may not take place; but if the enemy possess means and invade 
Texas, this is the plan of operations which a General would project; 
and experience has taught us that we are liable to suffer its execu-
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1 ion before efficient resistance could he made. To prevent the suc­
cess of such a plan. in case of invasion, will require all the military 
talent of the country, with arms and ammunition sufficient for every 
fighting man, and some degree of discipline, with perfect subordi­
natian. Arrangements for this purpose should be timely, and noth­
ing hazarded upon the first encounter with the enemy. 1f we per­
mit ourselves to be involved in an engagement with them, and do not 
make our success decisive, we may rely upon this truth: TluJt, 
though u>e. have twenty thou.<and warriors in Texas, three thousand 
U'i/l 1101 br rnllil'd at IJny one poiut for the eo1•{lict, unless they luwe 
confid<-nce ;,. their leaders. 

Experience has· also taught us, that detached commands involve 
the rountr~· in the heaviest calamities, and insure inevitable destruc­
tion to both officers and men. 'rhe fall of the Alamo, the destruction 
of ,Johnson. and Grant. and Morris, the defeat and execution of 
Captain King's party, with the command of Colonel Ward, and the 
massacre of the unfortunate Fannin and his ga!.l.ant band, are main-
1~· nttrihntahle to a spirit. which existed at. that day, fostered by the 
General Council, of insubordination to the lawful authority. Orders 
had be~>n given for thr destruction of the Alamo, more than a month 
previous to its fall. The commands on the lower San Antonio, also, 
were directed to fall back upon the Guadalupe, both before and after 
the advanc·e of the invading army. These orders were not obeyed, 
disaster ensued, and panic was the consequence. But three hundred 
and seVPnt,v-four men could be rallied at Gonzales; althou(Zh Texas 
ought to have mustered eight thousand capable of bearing arms. 
And though the enemy were pressing on the $ettlements, and every 
exertion used by the Commander-in-Chief, he could only rally about 
seven hundred men at the Colorado; and but little more than that 
numher fought with him at San ,Jacinto. Had no disaster befallen 
our troops at the commencement of the invasian, oar men would 
have rallied; and Texas, in all human probability. would not have 
lost twenty men in repulsing the enemy and driving them beyond 
the Rio Grande. 

The loss arising to Texas from this cause, was immense. Her gal­
lant soldiery, already disciplined. and her arms and ammunition of 
the first quality, could they have been concentrated, would have 
composed a force, amounting to little short of one thousand men, and 
have formed a nucleus on which the militia of the country could have 
rallied, and· prevented the advance of the enemy to the East of the 
Guadalupe. 

At this time, we have no organized force. We have no ammuni~ 
tion. A.nd our arms are in bad order and so far distant from wheN 
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there 1nay be a prohahlt~ tlenwnd for distribution. that. shonld 
troops anive from th,, East. marching by this place or Houston to 
sustain thP \Vest. and be defi<"i<'nt in arms. the evil could not be 
remedied. The artiller,- is s<"attrred from Bexar to Galveston, the 
harness has heen rlestroyPtl. tlw (·arringes are ont of n~pair. an<l not a 
publie wagg'on or team at tlll) disp~ition of the GnvPJ'DmPnt. There 
~s not now a single pound of ](~ad. nor a singlt.~ keg of rifle po"""der in 
possession of the Government for the pnblic defence. An appropria­
tion of at least three thonsnncl dollars is im]wratinl,· rr'lnin•J for the 
purchase of a reasonable supply. 

These facts are not statPd with a view to alarm the honorable 
Congrt.'ss: nor are tlwy JH'est>JJh~d in the lan!.!:u<H.!P of (·om plaint. 
,They, however, do exist; <llld hy no fanlt of the present administra· 
tion. If it had posst~sspd th(' l!H'alls, some. if unt all. tlw t'Yils ex­

isting would have been obviated. It is a pictnre of our situation un­
pleasant to present; hut the fa<·ts generall,- haw been at various 
times. laid before the Congress for its consideration. The Executive 
has asked for means to enable him to collect and secure such public 
property as would be eminently useful in the event of invasion. 
He presented the snhjPct at the eommeneement of the session, in his 
general messagP. If it has not eli<·ited their eonsidPration and action, 
he nevertheless feels that he has performed his duty. 

It is estimated that there a1·c two thousand stand of arms scat­
tered throughout the Republic, whieh, with the neeessar.1· JlOII'el' and 
means, might lwYe been eollt•cted for the future sen·i,.,, of till' <'nun­
try. The number of efficient arms now on hand does not exceed two 
hundred. 

Should Texas have to embody a force for resistance it should be 
'composed principally of infant~y ;md riflemen Conq;aratiYely few 
mo1mted gunmen, or cavalry, with some companies of scouts and 
spies, will he necessary. Our men are without discipline, and when 
they are once called into eamp, to remedy that evil should he the 
unceasing dut,- of the officer in comma!Jd. If individuals are per­
mitted to repair to the camp mounted, their attention will neces­
sarily be called to the care of their ·horses. A neglect of duty, great 
confusion and increase of labor will he the consequeu~e: whilst their 
minds will he directed, as well as their time, from the subjects of 
organization and discipline. The establishment of subordination 
will he found much more difficult than it would othl'rll·ise be, where 
a· similarity and uniformity of circumstances prevails with the men. 

It is presumed to be the duty of every able bodied man in the 
Republic, of proper age, to rally in defence of his rights. Though 
this is the case, we often find that persons are delinquent, anJ that 
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in limPS of gn-at eme~"~re~~cy, th<l!lt' who havf' the mOlt importaDt iJl. 
t"re~t in the country find m .. ans to e•·ade ita ju.t requirement.. It 
is, thert'fol'l', ""'P<"'tfull7 ""111!t'StOO that su .. h measures be adopted, 
All, in the I'Yent of invasion, will command the aervics of the militia 
<" ma.< . .,. .\s it now is. •uhstitut<"S Rrt' often admittf'd. fitted out at 
the PXJWD~e of thP indi\'idual whn§e pl'l'!lllnal servil!t! is required; ad 
tht' prin .. ipnl ,tanJs R•·qnittt-d ,f this duty, whil..r in mrmy c-. the 
subl!titute has no int"rt>St in tht' country. and often, after having re­
<'Pin'<l the ff't' of his employer. E'ngages his time and mean. iD re­
mo,·inl! himsdf beyond the f'abine. If th011e who have an interst iD 
the <'Ountry arP rl'<tuirl'd to rPndt>.r personal aervice, the ufet,. of 
tht•ir hom'"'· tl~t·ir fnmilit-. and the <ant•d ri11ht_. of the t•ountry, would 
o•oro<titut•· tlwm 11 <'orps thnt would pron it8t'lf invineiblt' to the mem,. 
1\IHI vil'!nrious in lmttlt•. ~l··n nwr .. Iy nwrrenar~· would bt' far more 
I ik<'ly to ahandon n ''"""' whi<'h '"'~rnl'<l diffieult. or for the preaeut 
desperatE'. 

In HrrHnl!'iDI!' for tho· ,J.•f•·ne•· of tht• nation, our rxt>rtions o~t 
to ho• proporti•>nHtP to the ma!!'IJitude of the aehievenumt and the dif. 
li<·11lty of th,. tnsk. EvPry mt•ans which ean bt' brought to bear. 10 U 
to l!i,·e tht• ,:rt•ntf"!t effi<•ieney to our a .. tion, should be subeidized Uld 
<•mployed. We should eonsider by what mE"ans we can best deet­
the l!'l"<'at ohj,.·t of r•'<istinl!' th .. Nwmy; 3nd. forgetting the petty 
feuds whirh ari"" from local or factious feeling, unite iD the ho17 
han<ls of hroth<>rhnod, and presrnt such a phalanx to the enem7, u 
would give tht•rn a sii!Onl repulse and at once redPem our !!Oil from all 
future att .. mpts of invasion. If. howt>vt>r, we permit th011e .chiam8 
and f<>elinL"' to .. xist. whi<·h havl' herPtoforp r,>du<'ed T<>SR!I to tbe very 
Vl'n:e of df'Struetion, WI' run hop<• for nothing but panic and disuter. 

Since early in the y<•ar of 18:li, Tl'xas has bren recognized u an ' 
ind<•penJ,•nt stnh'; and hns had little <'lse to do. except in oeeuional 
Pxritements. than to organize and establish the eivil inatitutiona of 
the <'Otmtry. The d<•ranl!ement of our finances has done mueh to re­
dtwe us to our presPnt depress<'d rondition ; and though it wu fore­
••·Pn and forPtold. the evil was not prevPnteJ. It behooves us. there­
fort>. at this timP, if po'<~ih!P, to .-.. mow th .. evils and obviate the mis­
fortune• with whieh we are surroundPd. This ean only be done b7 
ron<'<'rt nnd union. Dis.~ension rna~· exist in a country in time of 
profound pell<'<', without ~{rent dt>trimt>nt to the nation; but when a 
Pommtmity is Pnvironffi by difficulties and <'Xtl'rnal dangt'l'l, nothiDg 
hut <'onrord nnd united Hertion ran avert destrurtion. That OUI' 

••npmy is enrouraf,l'ffi with the hrlief and by the hoPf', that the •«orta 
of novl'rnm<·nt will he paralyzed by influenees which will thwart itl 
plans and render its effort• nugatory, there ean be hut little doubL 
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The newspapers of our country, which reach i\Iexico with astonishing 
celerit)". will CODY€)' to them the idea that we are in a distracted and 
eomparatiYel)· helpless condition. This will be calculated to inspire 
them "·ith confidence. and in proportion as they belieYe that their 
success will be eas)', so will be their ,vil!ingness and anxiety to achieve 
great and bloodle;;s triumph. If flushed with hope, the)' will come 
with an ardor and efti,·iency, which they wonldnot do, if they believed 
that the)' \\·ere to invade a country whose resources have increased 
~ince the disasters which befel its enemy in 1836. 

If Texas is DO\\' united, and those in command of her troops will 
exercise forecast and cliscretion. these cir,·umstances might be turned 
to good account. Otherwise we have much less to hope for. 

The executive. in making this communication, feels it a duty he owes 
to himself and the eountry, that he should present to the considera­
tion of the Congress. a subject which immediately affects his relations 
with the Republic. The constitution declares that the President shall 
be the Commander-in-Chief of the Army and Navy. At the same 
time, it restricts bim from personal command, unless he should as­
sume the same by authority of Congress. Althoug·h he sincerely dep­
recates the necessity which might render it proper for him to be in­
vested \vith personal command, yet he can anticipate an emergency 
w'hich might render it very proper and necessary to the interests of 
the country for him to do so. He woulJ therefore, respectfully sug­
gest to the honorable Congress, if a formidable force should invade 
the country. and it should be necessary to rally our greatest strength, 
for the purpose of arresting their advance, that he be authorized to 
assume the command in person. 

This suggestion arises from various considerations, not connected 
with any ambition or desire he might feel on the subject, but such as 
arise from the fact that, if the enemy do advance and find that those 
who, during their last invasion, participated in the strife, are with­
drawn from the conflict and are suspended in the exercise of their 
full constitutional rights. it. will inspire them with additional con­
fidence. Also, if it should be necessary for the Government to recede 
at any time to a place of greater safety, and retire before the advanc­
ing enemy, numbers would deem the peril greater than it might other­
wise be regarded, become disheartend, and thus impair the defences 
of the country. 

The veterans of '36, who would repair to the army, finding the 
Chief Magistrate, their former companion in arms, withdrawn from 
hew perils, might not appreciate rightly the circumstances under 
which he was absent, and might suppose that it arcse from the magni­
tude of the dangers to be encotmtered, or that he distrusted the success 



276 SECRET .Jo1raN.\h~ u~· THE SEN.\TE 

of the conflict. ;\[any, also, mi~ht rnll~· to the aid of the country, if he 
were present, who would not under other circumstances. an.d thereby 
incrt•ase the means of national defence. 

If. from tht.•se eonsiderations, the hounr11ble Cnn~ress should think 
proper to authorize him to assume aetna! command, upon the advance 
of the enemy as far as the Guadalupe, he will be gratified to have it 
in his powt•r to rPnder to his eonntry 's eanse Pvery aid which his cir­
cumstanc<·s might pnablt• him to perform. Hut should the decision be 
otherwise, he will <'herish no displeasure. nor withhold any means in 
his powPr, hnt, on the <'ontrary, t•ontrihutl' not only his good wishes, 
but his best exertions to sustaiu those who may be iu command, anJ 
rejoice at the triumph of our arms. 

It is res)lectfully requested, that the honorable. the Senate, cause 
this <'Omnnmil'ation, to be transmi1tt•d in due season to the House of. 
Represeutativt~s. nndPr injnndions of s<'C'r(-•<.•y. 

Sam Houston 

On motion of ~Ir. Webb, the lllt'ssag-e wns transmitted to the House, 
in accordance with tlw rrquPst of the Exerutiw. 

On motion tht• following nwssage f1·om the President was opened 
and J·earl. 

To the honorable, the S<•nat<'. 

Executive Department, 
Washin!{ton, Janruar]y 13th, 1843." 

In <'Oillpliant'<' with a resolution of your honorable body, of this 
date, I herewith respe<·tfully submit the treaty of Amity, Commerce 
and :\m·igntion t•onrluded at Washin!?ton on the 30th of July last, be­
tween the t'nited Stat<'s >~nd Texas. for their further consideration 
and action. 

Sam Houston 
On motion, tlw rloors were reopened. 

}fonday, January 16, 1843. 
Thr l"lenate met in serret session. 
The following communication from the Executive, marked .•ec1·et, 

was taken up and read: 

To the honorable, the Senate: 

Executive Department, 
Washington, January 16, 1843." 

I herewith respectfully submit, for the constitutional advice and ac­
tion of your honorable body, the nomination of George W. Hill, for 
Secretary of War and l\Iarine. Sam Houston 

"See note 3 above. 
•Ibid. 
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On motion of l\Ir .. Jac·k. th" rule was snspendecl m relation to said 
nomination. 

:\Ir. Jaek moved that 1he Senate clo achi,e mHl consent to the said 
nomination. 

l\Ir. Jones rnowd to lay the nomination on the table. Lost. 
Mr .. Jack then moYed to lay thr nomination on the tablr· until four 

o'clock this eYening. Carried. 
On motion of l\Ir .. Greer. the trrat~· between the Repnhli<· of Texas 

and the United States. concluded at Washingt<>n City on t'he :JOth of 
,July last. and resubmitted to the Seua1P at their re;Jncst. was taken 
up. Carried. 

i\Ir. Greer then ofl'rred the following: resolutions: 
Resolved, 'fhat the Senate of the Repnhlic of Texas do ad,·ise and 

consent to the ratification of the treaty of Amity, Commerce and Nav­
igation, entered into between Texas and the United States, and con­
dueled at Washington on the 30th clay of .July, 1842. 

Resolved further, That the Senate do adYise and <'Onsent to the 
ratification of said treat~· with a modification of the fifth article of 
the same, if the President should deem sueh modification expedient, 
so as to make said artiele read as follows: 

.Article V. 

The two contraetiug parties :lQT('e that raw (·otton, the produce of 
either country, may be imported into the other free of duty, for five 
years from the exchange of the ratifications of this treaty; and that 
for and in consideration of the advantages "·hich Texas will derive 
from the foregoing stipulation, and of the reciprocal advantages to be 
derived from the following, it is further agTeed that, on all articles, 
the growth, produce or manufacture of either country sent from one 
country to another h~· land, river or sea. and exported to a foreign 
country, no duties or charges shall he required to be paid to the power 
within and from ont of whose limits such articles arrive and depart, 
and that they may be repacked for exportation, under the inspection 
of the proper authority, and at the expense of the party interested. 

Which said proposed modification was read a first time. 
Mr. Greer moved a suspension of the rule. Carried. 
The' said proposed resolutions respecting the modification, were then 

read a second time. 
On motion, the rule was further suspended, and the said resolutions 

read a third time, and passed. 
The Committee on Enrolled Bills, Mr. Randall Chairman, reported 

that a joint resolution for the sale of the navy had been examined and 
was found to be correctly enrolled. 

21-Lib. 
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On motion, the doors were reopened. 

l\londay Evening, Jan 'y 16, 1843. 
The Senate met in secret session. 
The journals of the preceding sessions, which had not been pre­

Yionsly read, were read and adopted. 
Ou motion of ~lr. Sh<1w. thl• nomination of George W. /Hill was 

taken up. and then unanimously confirmed. 
The journal was then read and adopted. 
On motion. the door• were reopened. 
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Roll of Senators . 

,John A. (ireer, for the District of San Augustine; 

William L. Hunter, for the District of San Patricio, Goliad and 
Refugio. 

William H. Jack, for the District of Brazoria. 

David S. Kaufman, for the District of Shelby, Sabine and Harrison. 

William· Lawrence, for the District. of Harris, Liberty and Galveston. 

Gustavus A. Parker, for the District of Austin, Colorado and Fort 
Bend. 

Isaac Parker, for the District of Houston, Nacogdoches and Rusk. 

George A. Pattillo, for the District of Jasper and Jefferson. 

John Rugely, for the District of Matagorda, Jackson and Victoria. 

James Shaw, for the District of Robertson and Milam. 

John W. Smith. for the District of Bexar. 

James Webb, for the District of Bastrop, 
Travis. 

Fayette, Gonzales and 

Robert M. Williamson,' 
• Tesse Grimes,' 

l for the District of Washington, 
[ Montgomery and Brazos . 

Officers of the Senate 

Edward Burleson, Vice President and Presdent of the Senate. 
John A. Greer, President pro tempore. 

Thomas Green, Secretary. 
'R. M. Williamson's seat in the Senate was declared vacant January .. 

and Jesse Grimes succeeded him January 22, 18••· 
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Be it remembered that the Senate of the Eighth Congress of the 
Republic of Texas met in secret session, witb closed doors, at the town 
of Washington. on the Brazos. on Wednesday the twentieth day of 
December, in the ~·ear of our Lon! one thons:,nd eight hundred and 
forty-three and of the indepenclence of the Republie the eighth.' 

Mr. Jack moved that the resolution of the House of Representa­
tives, marked "secret," he taken np and reaL!. 

.Motion carried, and the resolution read as follows. to wit: 
Be it resolved by the Honse of Representatives. That with the con­

currence of the Senate. that. the injunctions of sec11ecy be r&­
moved from all the proceedings had in secret session, in the House of 
Representatives and Senate of the seventh Congress; and that 
upon the adoption of this resolution by the two Houses, the proceed­
'ngs had upon this. togetlwr 1Yith the resolntion itself. shall be spread 
upon the public journals. 

On motion of 1\'lr .• Taek. the said resolution was ordered to lie on 
the table. 

Mr. Jack offered the following resolution. to wit: 
Resolved. That the President. be requested to give his assent to 

remove the seal of secrecy in relation to the proceedings of the last 
session of Cong-ress. touching the disposition of the Navy. 

Resolution was read and adopted. 
A communication from His Excellenc~· the President was read in 

these words, to wit: 

To the Honorable, the Senate: 

Executive Department, 
Washington, Dec[embe]r 20, 1843.' 

I transmit herewith, for the advice and consent of your Honorable 
Body, the following nominations, viz: 

James B. Miller, Secretary of the Treasury. 
Thomas William W arcL Commissioner of the General Land Office. 
William Henry Daing·erfield, Cha1·g-e d'Affaires to the Netherlands. 
Pierre Brunet. Consul General of Texas for France. 
Henry F. Fisher, Consul for the Cit~· of Bremen. 

1There are two sources for the secret journals of the Eighth Congress: 
1. The Secretary of the Senate's rough drafts of each daily session are 

Dreserved among the papers of the Eighth Congress. 
2. The copy recorded by W. D. Miller; see paragraph 3 of note 2 to the 

secret journals of the Seventh Congress. The secret journals cover pages 
317 to 333 of the volume containing the Journals of the Eighth Congress. 
·-he latter has been followed in the copy here printed. 

2The message here printed has been compared with and made to conform 
to the original. 
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Maximilien Vanden Bergh, Consul for Antwerp, Netherlands. 
Joshua J. Crooswyck, Consul for Rotterdam. 
Thomas Snowe, Consul for Dublin, Ireland. 
Maly E. Dumon, Consul for Cette, France. 
Thomas J. Fettyplace, Consul for Mobile, U[nited] States 
William Henry Brockett, Vice Consul for New Castle-upon-Tyne. 
James H. Cocke, Collector of Customs for the District of Galveston. 
William M. Hurt, Collector of Customs for the District of San 

Augustine. 
Henry Redmond, Collector of Customs for the District of Aransas. 
William C. V. Dashiell, Collector of Customs for the District of Sa.. 

hint>. 
Peter l\IacGreal, District Attorney for first Judicial District. 
David C. Van Derlip, District Attorney for the second Judicial 

District. 
Niles F. Smith, Notary Public for Jefferson County. 
William H. Patterson, Notary Public for Galveston County. 
Daniel D. Culp, Notary Public for Harris County. 
Moses Park, Notary Public for Washington County. 
Simon L. Jones, Notary Public for San Patricio County. 
Mills M. Battle, Notary Public for Fort Bend County. 

Sam Houston 
On motion, the foregoing message was ordered to lie on the table 

one day. 
On motion the doors were reopeneJ. 

Friday. December 22, 1843. 
The Senate met in secret session. 
A communication from His Excellency the President, relative to 

the removal of the injunctions of secrecy of the last session of Con­
gress touching the disposition of the Navy, was read as follows: 

To the Honorable the Senate. 

Executive Department, 
Washington, December 21, 1843. 

I have the honor to inform your Honorable Body, that the action 
of the two Houses of Congress, removing the seal of secresy from the 
proceedings of their last sesison, in relation to the disposition of the 
Navy, will meet with my entire assent and concurrence. 

Sam Houston. 
On motion of Mr. Jack, the resolution of the House of Represent... 

tives relating to the same subject, was taken up and read. · 
Mr. Jack offered the following resolution, to wit: 
Resolved by the Senate, That the Secretary inform the Honorable 



Huuse of Representati\·cs that the >;,·nail> frN·h· as.'<·nt to lht·ir prup­
usitiou tu l"l'lltu\·" fh,· ..,,·al uf ~ .. ,_·r,•..;y fru111 th,• joint a:-tion of th·· two 
Iloust•s nf Cnrr!.!Tt_·,s. durin!! tlw last \\ intt•t·. lotwhin~ th.-· rli.,position 
of the :\'my. 

Adopted. 

On ruotiun of )lr .• Jowk, tht: ~c..-rl'f:ny w;_t ... iu:-ttruc·tt.~tl to int\)t'm the 

House of the :l<'lion of the "•·nate. 
On nwt iuu of ~ll'. Par-k••r 111' Fl•l't Bl·lltl. tl~c· nn111inatiuus madt:' by 

His Excelh·th'Y thl' Pre~i.lt·nt. \H·r~._· t:lkt!Il up. 
On motion of .\lr. f_~rt:t.·r. tht• no!lliuatiou of .JanH~~ R. )Iiller as Sec­

retary of tlw Trensury, wa .... euntimf:"d. 
On 1uotim1 tlf )Jr. 'Yilliauhull, thc· rwmin11tiou of Thoma~ \Yilliam 

'\\'""ar"-l, as ( 'olllruis:-.iou,•r ut' the: ( it'lll'r·:.d Laud Otli<·t·. was ennfirmell. 
The ayes aud uo,•s !win~ ~·;dlt·d on tile t'fllllirmation tlu•rcof. stood 

thus: 
... -\ycs-~:\h'::'!-.l's. t;n·er .. Lwk. ll!Utlt·r. Kaufnwu. l.itWre-nee. Parke!.· 

of Fort Bend, Parker of Xa•·oc:dno:h,,s. Pattillo, Smith. W .. bb aud \\'il­
Iiamson. 11. 

Xoes-:l!c·ssr'. Ru.c:ely atJ<l Shaw. ~-

On motion uf )!r .. Ja<·k. th•· """'i11atiuu .,f \\'illimn llcury Daiuger­
feld, as Char!!e <i 'Affaires to thP \'etberlands, was laid on the table. 

On motion of :III· .. Jaek,' the nomination of Pierre B1 unet, as Con­
sul General for Franc·e, was laid on the table 

On motion of :llr. Kaufnwn. the nomination of Henry F. Fisher, as 
Consul for the Cit~- of Bremen, was laid on the table. 

On motion of :llr. 1~1·c••·r. Ill•· nomination of :IIaximilian \'an Den 
Bergh, as Counril fur Antwerp. Xetherlands. was eonfirmed. 

On motiou of )fr. l'al'l«·•· .,f F\•rt Bt·n·l. tbe uuminatiun of .Joshua 
J. Crooswyck, as Consul for Rotterdam. was confirmed. 

On motion of :IIr. Parker of Fort Bend, the nomination of Thomas 
Snowe, as Consul for the City of Dublin, Ireland, was confirmed. 

on motion of :IIr. Grer•r. tlw 11omination of :lfaly E. Dumon, as 
Consul for Cette, France, was confirmed. 

On motion of :'IT r. Willimnson. the nomination of> Thomas J. Fetty­
place, as Consul for :\fobile. l'nited States, was confirmed. 

On motion of 1\Ir. Greer. the nomination of William Henry Brockett, 
as Vice Consul for New Castle-upon-Tyne, was confirmed. 

On motion of .Tack. the nomination of James H. Cocke, as Col­
lector of Customs for the District of lia!veston, was laid on the table. 

On motion of Mr. Greer. the nomination of William M. Hurt, as 
Collector of Customs for the District of San Augustine, was laid on 

the table. 
On motion of Mr. Htmter, the nomination of Henry Redmond, as 



Collector of Customs for the District af Aransas, waa laid 1111 the 
table. 

On motion of ~Jr. Pattillo. the nomination of William C. V. Dashiell, 
as Collector of Customs for the District of Sabine, was laid 1111 the 
table. 

On motion of Mr. Park"r of Jo'ort Bend, the nomination of Peter 
~Ja•·Greal. as Di•trict .-\ttoriH·~· for the Firat Judicial District. wu 
eonfirm&l. 

On motion of Mr. Jack, th" nomination of David C. Van Derlip, u 
Distri~t Attorney for the second Judicial District. wu laid on the 
table. 

On motion of ~lr. Pattillo, the nomination of Niles F. Smith. aa 
Notary Puhli<• for Jefferson County. was laid on the table. 

On motion of llfr. Lawr<'nee. tht> nomination of William H. Patter­
liOn, 8!1 Notary Publi<· fo1· Ualveston County, waa laid on the table. 

On motion .,f )!r. Lawn•IJct'. the nomination of Daniel D. Culp, u 
\'otar.'" Puhlie for Harris ('onnty. was eonfinned. 

On motion of )Jr. Williamson. the nomination of Moaee Park, u 
\'otary Pnhli<· fnr Washinf,!'ton County. wRS ronflrmed. 

On motion of l\lr. Ja .. k. the nomination of Simon L. J1111ea, aa 
Xotary Pnblie for Ran Patri<'io County. was ordered to liP. on the 
table. 

On motion of Mr. Parker nf Fort Bend. the nomination of Mill~ M. 
Battle, as Notary Public for Fort Bend County, wu confirmed. 

On motion of Mr. Grf'er. tht> doors were reopf!Ded. 

Friday, December 29, 1843. 
Thf' Senate met in secret session. 
Mr. ,Jack offered the following resolution, to wit: 
Resolved. That a committee of three be appointed to inquire into 

the official conduct of .James H. Cockl', the nominee for Colleetor of 
Custom" for the port of Galveston, with power to examine witn­
and report the result to the Senate at the earliest poa&ible period. 

Adopted. 
:lfeRSrs .• Jack, Parker of Nacog-doches and Kaufman were appointe4 

said committee. 
On motion of Mr. Jack, the doora were reopened. 

Wednesday, January 3, 11144.. 
The St>nate met in secret session. 
Mr. Webb moved that the secret communication from the HOUIIe of 

Representatives, he taken up. whi~h motion waa carried, and the -
mnniration read as follows: 



HEI'L'BLf<· (W Tex.\~ 

House of Heprescntatives, 
'fo the Han. E<lwarcl BurlcS<•u. January 3, 1844. 

President of the SPnat<·. 
Sir: I am instructed h.v the Honorable House of Heprescntati ves 

to transmit "a bill for the rei ief of the citizens of Texas now pris­
oners in l\Iexi(·o. '' whieh was passed by it yesterday in sccrrt sessiu11. 

1· er~· respectfully. your obedient servant, 
.James II. Raymond, Chf. Clk. 

The bill foJ· the relief of the citizens now prisoners in Mexico, was 
taken up and reacl a first time. 

On motion of Mr. \Yebh. the rule was susrwndecl. and the bill read 
a secoud time. 

On motion of J\lr. Kaufman. it was then referred to the committee 
on Finance•. I ~lessrs. ( :reer .. Tack and Hugely 1 1rith instruction to re­
port tomorrow morning. 

Mr. Hunter o1ferect the following· resolution, to wit: 
Resolved,. that the select committee to which was referred the reso­

lution relating to the Collector of Galveston, be required to inquire into 
the conduct of Mr. Hedmoud. eollector for the district of Aransas. 

Adopted. 
On motion. tlw doors were reopened. 

Friday, .Jmmary 5, 1844. 
The Senate met in secret session. 
The secret rouummication of the President. with communication 

from the Secretary of War and l\1arine in relation to the condition 
of the Navy. were taken np and read as follows: 

(Secret.) 

To the Honorable, the Senate. 

Executive Department, 
Washington, January 3, 1844.3 

I bere1rith transmit a ropy of a commuuieation from the Depart­
ment of War and i\Iarine. recent!~· transmitted to the Honse of Rep­
resentatives. in relation to the eondition of the vessels of war now in 
the Port of Galveston. ete .. etc. 

To his Excellency, Sam Houston. 

Sam Houston 

Department of War and Marine, 
Washington .. Jan nary 1st, 1844. 

Sir: Having transmitted to your Excellency estimates for funds 
necessary to refit for sea the vessels of war now in Galveston harbor 
required to .be sold, and maintain them in active service for one year 

•see note 2 above. 
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and to keep the same in ordinary for a like p·:riod, I feel constrained 
by a sense of duty to the country and a desire to promote the interest 
of the •en·ice, to communicate the following facts, a knowledge of 
which will be essential, should it be the object to found an action 
upon these estimates for the future operations of the Navy. 

Our naval vessels were built for the government in the year 1839, 
and though of good appearance at the time rec~ived, their timbers have 
decayed and are still decaying much more rapidly than vessels built 
of the best materials and in the best condition. Much expense has 
been incurred from time to time in making the essential repairs, 
which have in many instances served to point out other deficiencies. 
Some of them have been found when placed in dock for repair, en­
tirely eaten through by worms where the copper was off, by which 
they are rendered unsafe as slight injuries may produce free and 
dangerous leaks. The copper of all the vessels is much worn and they 
will soon require to be stripped and newly covered. Considerable 
portions of the ship Austin and brig Wharton are bare; worms will 
readily penetmte their plank on the approach of warm weather, and 
if not recoppered, they must sink. To effect this and to make the num­
t·rous other repairs required, as well from decay, as from the injuries 
caused by the reception of numerous heavy balls while on the coast of 
Yucatan in May last, (which have been but partially repaired) wi!J. 
require them to be placed in a dry dock, which in the present condi­
tion of the navy, will be attended with many inconveniences and much 
expense and when effected, the period of their utility will be of un­
certain duration, for it is unrertain at what time the dock may be re­
quired for vessels, the timbers of which are in a state of rapid decay, 
however well repaired. Laying them up in ordinary will not preserve 
them. Vessels for this chararter of service should be sound and well 
appointed, and from the best information in possession of the Depart­
ment, as well as from personal observation, as from the reports of 
naval officers. I am constrained to state, that with all the repairs 
practicable, the period that we can expect the naval vessels at pres­
ent in the port of Galveston to be kept sea-worthy as such, can not ex­
ceed eighteen months, and may be much shorter, as they can barely be 
considered so at the present, after receiving the essential repairs. 

The estimates transmitted were all made in par funds, and to refit 
the vessels for sea or to lay them up in ordinary, it will be necessary 
that the entire amount for repairs and the principal portion of the 
remainder of the estimates should be at the disposal of the Depart­
ment at once, as in all transactions connected with the service, either 
at Galveston or at New Orleans, La:, cask ia required. 

A desire for the estimates alluded to, seems to indicate a meditated 
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change of policy with reference to the C\favy and believing the subject 
worthy of full investigation, I tnmsmit the above statement and beg 
leave most earnestly to solicit the attention of your Excellency to a 
consideration of how far the interests of the nation might be ad­
vanced by applying such means as may be at the disposition of the 
government and required to be expended upon the vessels at present 
belonging to it, to the purchase of new vessels should their active 
employment be required. A navy \Yell fitted and appointed is ·l{seful. 
That which is not possessed of these requiren1ents must be worse than 
u.seless, particularly to a nation not abundant of means. 

I beg leave here to state, that I am in daily expectation of the 
receipt of intelligence, that the vessels are abandoned for want of 
means to maintain a crew on board. 

I haYe the honor, etc., 
G. W. Hill, 

Secretary of vY ar and Marine. 

On motion, the message and accompanying· papers were referred 
to the Committee on Naval "\ffairs [l\Iessrs. Rugely, Lawrence and 
Hunter]. 

lVIr. Greer. Chairman of the Committee on Finance, reported a 
bill to be entitled an act for !he relief of the citizens of Texas now 
prisoners in Mexico, for the action of the Senate. 

· llfr. Greer moved to strike out the fourth section. Lost 
Mr. Jack offered the following amendment to the fonrth section: 
''And the Secretary of the ,Treasury shall instruct the Collector 

of Customs at Galveston to accept and pay such drafts." Adopted. 
Mr. Kaufman offered the following amenclment, to the amendment 

of Mr. Jack. 
"And further provided, that should the draft or drafts exceed 

one thousand dollars, the Collector shall have thirty days in which 
to pay the same,'' which was also adopted. 

Mr. Greer moved to amend the fourth section by striking out 
"twenty-five dollars" and inserting in lieu thereof the words "twenty 
dollars." Carried. 

Mr. Jack offered an additional section, to be 
'!Sec. 11. Be it further enacted, That in addition to the ·sum 

heretofore allowed by the previous sections of this act, the sum of 
two hundred dollars shall be paid by the said agent to Jose Antonio 
Navarro, one of the Santa Fe prisoners, out of the first appropriation 
that may come to his hands." Adopted. 

Mr. Jack moved to strike out in the fifth section, the words "a 
copy of this act," also the words "together with," which was car- · 
ried. 
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On motion, the rule was suspended and the bill placed upon ibl 
third and final passage; and the ayes and noes being called on the 
passage thereof. stood thus·: 

Ayes-Messrs. Greer, Jack, Hunter, Kaufman, Lawrence, Parker 
of Fort Bend, Parker of Nacogdoches. Rugely, Shaw, Smith and 
Webb. 11. 

:\'oes-Mr. Pattillo. 1. 
And so the bill passed. 
On motion of Mr. Kaufman, the doors were reopened. 

Thursday, January 9, 1844. 
,The Senate met in secret session. 
The following communication from His excellency the President, 

was read. 
(Secret.) 

To the Honorable. the Senate: 

Executive Department, 
Washington, January 9, 1844.• 

I herewith submit for the consideration and action of the Hon­
m·able, the Senate, the treaty of Peace and Friendship with various 
tribes of Indians, concluded and signed at Bird's Fort, on the Trinity 
river, on the 29th day of September. 1843. 

It is perhaps proper to remark, that rhc Commissioners found it 
impracticable to desil!Uate in the treaty the line as established by law, 
in consequence of the objections of the Indians to any agreement 
in reference thereto until all the tribes interested should be eon­
suited. The President did not feel himself authorized to give any 
instructions to the Commissioners not in strict accordance with the 
law. Sain Houston 

A Treaty' of Peace and Friendship, between the Republic of 
Texas and the Deleware, Chickasaw, Waco, Tiwocano, Keachi, Caddo; 
Anadkah, louie, Biloxi and Cherokee tribes of Indians, concluded 
and signed at Bird 's Fort, on the Trinity River, the 29th day of Sept 
1843. 

Whereas for some time past, hostilities have existed and war been 
carried on between the white and red men of Texas to the great injury 
of both parties; and whereas, a longer continuance of the same wopld 
lead to no beneficial result, but increase · the evils which have so 
long unhappily rested upon both races; and whereas the parties are 
now willing to open the path of lasting peace and friendship and 
are desirous to establish certain solemn rules for the regulation of 
their mutual intercourse: 

•see note 2 above. 
'The secret journal does not contain a copy of this treaty; It has been 

supplied from the original. 
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Therefore, the Commissioners of the Republic of :rexas and the 
Chiefs and headmen of the before mcutionetl tribes of Indians, being 
met in Coumil at Bird·, Fort. on the Trinity Ri,·er, the :?9th day 
of ::lept lS·H, haYe coudud,•tl, ac·•·eptl·d. a[!rc<·d to and signed the 
following articles of treaty: 

.\HTlC:L.E l. 

Both parties agree and declare, that they will furewr live iu peace, 
and always meet as frientls and brothers. Also, that the war which 
may have heretofore existed li<'t ween them shall eeas•e and n<·ver be 
renewed. 

.\HTICLE II. 

:rhey further agree and declare. that it is the duty of warriors 
to protect women and children, and that they will never make war 
upon tbL'lll, or upon nnarnwd v~rsuns. bnt only upon warriors. 

ARTICLE III. 

They further agree and declare, that the Indians will never unite 
with the enemies of Texas, nor make any treaty with them, which 
shall require of the Indians to take part against Texas; and that 
if any such proposals shoulLl ewr be made to them that they will 
immediately cornmunieate the saml' to an agent or to the President . 

.ARTICLE I\'. 

:rhey further agree and declare. that when they learn that Texas 
is at war with any people, a chief will eome to an agent and ask to 
be conducted to the President that tlwy may commune with him. 

ARTICLE V. 

They further agree and declare, that agents shall be appointed 
by the Government of Texas and be stationed at such places as may 
be deemed proper, for the purpose of hearing the complaints of the 
Indians and seeing that justice is done between them and the whites; 
and also to communicate the orders and wishes of the President to 
the various bands and tribes. 

ARTICLE VI. 

They further agree and declare, that no person shall go among 
the Indians to trade, except by the express authority of the Gov­
ernment of ,Texas. 
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ARTICLE VII. 

They further agree and declare, that no white man or other per­
son within the control of the laws of Texas shall introduce among 
any tribe or nation of Indians, or sell to any Indian or Indiana ardent 
apirits or intoxicating liquors of any kind. 

ARTICLE VIII. 

They further agree and declare, that no white man or other per­
son, else than a regularly licensed trader shall purchase any prop­
erty of an Indian or Indians without the consent of an agent of the 
'Government of ,Texas. 

ARTICLE IX. 

They further agree and declare, that when any property is found 
among the whites, belonging to the Indians, it shall be the duty of 
the agent to see that the same is restored; and on the other hand, 
whenever property belonging to the whites is found· among the In­
dians, the same shall be restored in like manner by the Chiefs on 
application of the owner or owners thereof through the agent. 

ARTICLE X. 

They furtl).er agree and declare, that no trader shall furnish an:y 
warlike stores to the Indians, hut by the express permission of the 
President. 

ARTICLE XI. 

,They further agree and declare, that no person or persons shall 
pass the line of trading houses without the special permission of the 
President, and then only for friendly purposes; nor shall any person 
or persons reside or remain within the territory assigned to the 
Indians tmless by express direction of the President. 

ARTICLE XII. 

They further agree and declare, that any person or persons who 
shall molest or attempt to molest the persons or property of the 
Indians while they remain peaceable under this treaty, shall be held 
guilty of felony and punished accordingly by the Government of 
Texas. 

ARTICLE XIII. 

They further agree and declare, that any killing or outrage what­
soever committed by a white II!an, or other person within the control 
of the laws of ,Texas, upon an Indian in time of peace shall be pun-
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ished by the Government of Texas in the same manner as thou"h the 
Indian "·ere a white man, and that the person so offending shall be 
liable to indietmrnt and punishment in any county in the Republic. 

ARTICLE XIV. 

They further agree all(.! declare, that if any InJian or Indians 
-shall kill any white person, he or they shall suffer death; and that 
if any Indian or Indians shall steal any property of the whites, he 
or they shall be punished by the tribe in presence of an agent with 
whipping or other punishment according to the offence. 

ARTICLE XV. 

They further ag-ree and declare, that the Chiefs and Captains will 
not permit the Indians to cross the line for any purpose whatsoever 
without authority and a passport from an agent; nor sell any prop­
crt~- to a white man unless authorized so to do by some agent. 

ARTICLE XVI. 

They further agree and declare, that if any person or persons 
shall come among the Indians without authority from the President 
or agent. the~- will immediately seize and deliver him or them to 
some one of the agents. 

ARTICLE XVII. 

They further agree and declare, thnt they will mutually surrender 
and deliver up all prisoenrs which they have of the other party for 
their own prisoners; anJ that they will not be friendly with any 
people or nation, or enter into treaty with them who "·ill take pris­
oners from Texas. or do its citizens any injury. 

ARTICLE XVIII. 

,They further agree and declare, that the President may send among 
the Indians such blacksmiths and other mechanics, as he may think 
proper for their benefit; and also that he may send schoolmasters 
and families for the purpose of instructing them in a lmowledge of 
the English language and Christian religion. 

ARTICLE XIX. 

They further agree and declare, that when the President shall send 
persons among the Indians, they will extend to them kind treatment 
and protect them from harm. 
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ARTICLE XX. 

'l'hey further agree and declare, that the Chiefs and headmen of 
the Indians will cause their yaung men and warriors to behave them­
selves agreeably to the words of this treaty, or that they will punish 
them with death or in such other way as will compel them to keep 
pearc and walk in the path made straight between the white and 
red brothers. 

AHTICI~E XXI . 

. Th<·y further agree and declare. that should any difficulty or 
cause for war arise between the Gowrnment of Texas and the In­
dians, they will send their romplaints to the President, and hear 
his answer, before they romnwnce hostilities and the Government 
of Texas will do the same. 

AH'I'ICI~E XXII. 

Th<'Y further agre<• and declar<·. that the Government of Texaa re­
serves to itself the right of working all mines, which have been, or 
may hrreaftcr be discovered in the territory assigned the Indians. 

AR.TICLE XXIII. 

They further r.gree and declare, that so soon as the Indian.r. shall 
have shown that they will keep this treaty and no more mak~ war 
upon the whites, nor steal horses from them, the President will author­
ize the traders of 'l'exas to sell to them powder, lead, guns, ·.ipears 
and other m·ms, sueh as they may need for the pnrpoae of killing 
game, and also make to them every year such presents as the Gov­
ernment of Texas may provide. 

ARTICLE XXIV . 

. They further agree and declare, that the President" shall make such 
arrang<>m•·nts and regulations ,\·ith the several tribes of Indians, u 
he may think best for their peace and happiness. 

ARTICLE XXV. 

The foregoing articles having been read, interpreted and fully 
understood by them, they hereby agree to and confirm the same by 
sealing and signing their several names in presence of 

Ro. J Gilchrist G. W. Terrell [Seal) 
[Seal] L Williams 

B. Booth 
Sam B Marshall 
RobS Hulme 

E H Tarrant 
Commissioners on the part of Te:ua. 



Chickasaw l'hief 
Waco chief 
·waco chief 
.Ti,nteona (•hief 
Kechi chief 

Caddo chic fs 

Anadbh ehici' 
Ionie chief 
Biloxi r·hic•t 
Cherokee Captain 

Interpreters 

(Hu:Jstill!! Yt·ar ~­
-: ~leL'allah -, 

11~ .Tame" :St. Lnuls -

Ish tc n-ka-Tuhh~- + 
Ar·nh-qni1sh _;__ 
C'ha tud1 Kaba -t­
Ki chi ka-ruqua + 
Ka-tr•-ah-tic-k·..;.. 

IRed Bear+ 
Binchah + 

l Ilacl-de-bah + 
.Jn:w _j[aria ;­

Tow-n-e.l:._.;h + 
IIo~·o Tnhhy -[­
Chicken Trotter + 

r James Shaw + I Ln·is Smwhcs + 
l Chow a nih+ 
I Pierce Sobby + 
l Choctaw Tom + 

[~eal] 

[Seal] 
[Seal] 

[Seal] 
[Seal] 
[Seal] 
[Seal] 
[Seal] 

[Seal] 
[Seal] 
[Sealj 

[Sr'al] 
[Seal] 
[Seal] 
[Seal] 

On motion of :Y.Ir. Jack, the mes."ng-e and ae(·omp£lnying treaty were 
referred to the Committ<'e on Indian "\ffairs [Messrs. Shaw, Wil­
liamson, and Parker of l\acogdoehcs]. 

On motion of ~lr. Parke1· of Fort Bc~<l, the doors were reopened . 

. Thursda.Y, January 18, 1844. 
The Senate met in seeret session. 
Mr. Shaw, Chairman of the Co=ittee on Indian Affairs, to which 

was referred a treaty made with various tribes of Indians in Texas, 
made the following report: 

Committee Room. January 16, 1844. 
To the President of the Senate. 

The committee on Indian Affairs. to which was referred a treaty 
of peace, concluded with the different tribes of Indians, by Geo. 
W. Terrell and E. H. ,Tnrrant, Commissioners on the part of Texas, 
on the 29th day of September, 1843, bave examined the same and 
recommended its ratification without amendment. 

James Shaw, Chairman. 
On motion of .i\fr. Greer, the treaty together with the report of the 

Committee on Indian Affairs, was laid on the table. 
On motion, the doors were reopened. 
22--Lib. 
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Monday, January 22, 1844. 
The Senate met in secret session. 
The following communication from the President on the subject 

of the annexation of Texas to the United States, etc., was read. 

Executive Department, 
Washington, January 20, 1844. 

To the Honorable, the Senate, and House of Representatives. 
Connected with our present condition, our foreign relations are be­

coming daily more and more interesting, and it seems to me that the 
representatives of the people should anticipate the events which may 
in all probabilty occur. 

To suppose that both branches of the Honorable Congress were not 
aware of the important and absorbing questions which it is believed 
will agitate the Congress of the United States, connected with the fate 
of this country, would be to ·doubt their intelligence .. , The Executive 
therefore relies upon the deliberative wisdom and decision of the rep­
resentatives of the people, to give him all the aid in their power to 
conduct the affairs of Texas to such an issue as will be promotive of 
its interests as a community, and, at the same time, gratifying to the 
people. Heretofore he has carefully abstained, during his present 
administration, from the expression of any opinion in reference to 
the subject of annexation to the United States, and in submitting this 
communication, he does not think it becoming in him now to express 
any preference. 

It will be perceived by the Honorable Congress, that if any effort 
were made on the part of this Government to effect the object of an­
nexation, which is so desirable. and it should fail in meeting re­
sponsive and corresponding action on the part of the United States, 
it might have a seriously prejudicial influence upon the course which 
England and France might otherwise be disposed to take in our favor. 
And a failure on our part, after a decided expression, could not but 
be mortifying to us, and to a great extent diminish our claims to the 
confidence of other nations. It would create distrust on their part 
toward us, because the opponents of our interests would allege there 
was no stability in our purposes, and therefore unsafe in other na­
tions to cultivate very intimate relations with us, or even to maintain 
those which now so fortunately exist. They might apprehend that 
after the lapse of a few years, Texas, having acquired increased im­
portance from their friendly aid and good offices, would be induced 
again by the agitation of the same question in the United States,· to 
apply for admission into the Union, and that. by possibility it might 
be effected. Hence the utmost caution and secresy on our part 81 

to the true motives of our policy, should be carefully observed. 
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Were the interest no\'c manifested both in the United States and 
Texas, in relation to annexation, to pass off without producing any 
material change in our n11tional attitude, another object of but sec­
ondary importance might he achie1·ecl. It appears to the Executive 
that the relations >Yhich the rnitecl Rtates hear to this country, and 
its important position on the Gulf. 1wuld not disincline them to a 
treaty of alliance with us-defc·nsin at least, if not also offensive. lf 
nothing else were effected than a treaty for clefenre, it "·ould secure 
to Texas a position that '"onld forcw1: bid defiance to our l\Iexican 
enemy. It would he as important to us in fact. as the recognition 
of our independence by Mexico. 

These measures seem. to the judg·ment of the Executive. to be vi­
tally connected with the glor~-, "·ell-being and stability of the nation; 
and had lie, under this c-on.-ietion. not eornmunicatcd the same to Con­
gress, he should have felt himself delinquent in the discharge of an 
important duty. If they are fa.-orably received by the Honorable 
Congress, and thcit· effectuation desired, it may be necessary for this 
purpose, if circumstances dail)' arising should justify the course, to 
despatch an additional agent to the Government of the United States 
to co-operate with our agent now there. And in that event, an ap­
propriation of fh·e thousan,] dollars would be requisite to meet the 
necessary expenses. This recommendation does not arise from any 
distrust of the ahilit~- and capm·ity of ~Ir Van Znndt, om Present 
Charge d'Affaires. His industry, zeal and capacity are evinced by 
his correspondence ••ith this Government. But the additional weight 
which a coadjutor would g-ive to our character at that court, and the 
multiplication of facilities for success, by the aid they could mutually 
render each other, from increased opportunities for intellig-ence, and 
in collecting and comparing- information, would doubtless be of the 
highest importance. 

If the Honorable CongTess should think well of these sug-gestions, 
they will be aware of the propriety of immediate action upon the 
subject. The Congress of the United States have now been in ses­
sion some time, and there can be but little doubt if they have not al­
ready done so, that they »·ill soon indicate their disposition and course 
of policy towards this country. 

Believing, as the Execnti ve t!id at the commencement of the pres­
ent session, that the subject of annexation was in the best position 
in which Texas could place it, he did not allude to it in his general 
message, apprehending that any public action, taken by either the 
Executive or the Congress, would only have a tendency to embarrass 
the subject. Action must now be taken by the United States; and we 
must now watch and meet their disposition towards us. If we evince 
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too much anxiety, it will be regarded as importunity-and the voice 
of supplication seldom commands, in such cases, great respect. 

The Executive hopes that the injunctions under which this commu­
nication is made, may be so regarded by the Congress as to prevent 
the possibility of its publication, until the JDeasures sought may be 
accomplished, or the negotiations terminated. Sam H&uston. 

On motion of Mr. Greer, the communication was referred to the 
~ommittee on Foreign Relations [Messrs. Kaufman, Webb and Jack]. 

On motion the doors were reopened. 

Tuesday, Januar_y- 23, 1844. 
'l'he Senate met in secret session. 
The committee on Foreign Relations, Mr. Kaufman Chairman, to 

which was referred the Communication of the Presi!lent relative 
to annexation, etc., made the following report: 

Committee Room, 
Washington, January 23, 1844. 

To the Ron [ OTable 1 Edward Burleson, 
President of the Senate. 

The Committee on Foreign Relations, to which was referred the 
communication of His Excellency the President, asking an ·appropria­
tion of five thousand dollars, for the purpose of enabling him "to 
despatch an additional agent to the Government of the United States, 
to co-operate with our agent now there,'' have had the same under 
consideration, and have bestowed upon it that serious attention which 
its importance demands. As ardent friends of the great and desirable 
object of our annexation to the United States, sought to be attained 
·b·y the appropriation asked for, your committee cannot hesitate to rec­
ommend a compliance with His Excellency's request. 

Your committee, after mature consideration, are· fully convinced 
that if we are annexed to the United States at all, it ·can ouly be done 
by means of a treaty between the two Governments. It was by treaty 
that Louisiana and Florida were acquired; and indeed there is per­
haps no instance on record where nations have acquired an accession 
to their territory by the consent of Governments o'IVD.ing the aame, 
where such accession was not acquired through the instrumentality of 
treaties. Besides, a treaty when once formed, ia of authority equal 
in dignity to the constitution itself. Whereas, if we should come in 
under legislative enactment, we might go out again under a similar 
process. But a treaty when once formed by mutual consent, could 
not be abrogated, except by the same consent, and when ratified, it 
would be stable and permanent. 
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It being then admitted that \Ye can only be annexed b)' treaty, and 
that treaty haYing to be negotiated at the capital of the United 
States. considering the wr)· impo..tant qncstions im·olwd in the ne­
gotiation of such treat.v, yonr eommittce cannot hesitate to believe 
that the co-operation of tiro indi,·iduals. wonld ell'ect a more satisfac­
tory arrangement of the terms of onr admission than the unaided 
efforts of one indi,-idual. howewr able and talented that individual 
may be. When the trent~- of Ghent ".'" formed, it \\·as rleemed neces­
sary by the Gowrnmrnt of the T'nited States to despatch three of the 
most talented inrliYiclnals in that GoYcrnnwnt as speeial commission­
ers; and the~· 11·ere in addition required to ossocintc \Yith them the 
resident ministers from the Fnited Stall's at the courts of London and 
Paris. Important as that mi"ion 1ra~, it conld not certainly be more 
so than the clntics that wonlcl cJeyolw on thl' Tcxian Commission in 
the proposed negotiation. Tcxns will he ea!lecl upon to surrender her 
nationality and merp:e her existence in m10thcr GoYernment; and 
stipulations in regard to her national debt. the clisposition of her pub­
lic domain, and mall)' others of the most yital importance to her well­
being and prosperity. will enter into the proYisions of such treaty. 
If fiye commissioners were c·onsiclned mefnl. in the case ahoYe re­
ferred to, surely it cannot be urged that Ilea would be superfluous in a 
case of this character. It is an ol<l adage that in a multitude of 
counsellors there is safet)'; and if that remark is tme in ordinary 
cases, it cannot be less so \\·here the consequences flowing from such 
treaty, whether for good or evil, must. necessaril~· he so lasting in their 
character. 

In Yiew of all the facts, and with the expression of their warm ap­
probation of the policy recommended by the Executive, the committee 
have instructed me to report the accompanying joint resolution, and 
recommend its passage. DaYid S. Kaufman, Chairman. 

A Joint Resolution · 

Providing for the appointment of an additional agent to co-operate 
with our agent now at the seat of Government of the United States, 
in negotiating for the annexation of Texas to the United States. 

Be it resolved by the Senate and Honse of Representatives of the 
Republic of Texas in Congress assembled, That the President be, and 
he is hereby authorized to despatch an additional agent to the Gov­
ernment of the United States, to co-operate with our agent now there, 
for the purpose of entering into negotiations for our annexation to 
the United States; a:ri.d the sum of five thousand dollars is hereby ap­
propriated to carry into effect the provisions of this joint resolution; 
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and the same shall be in full force and effect from and after ita pal­

sage. 
A joint resolution providing for the appointment of an additional 

agent to the United States, etc., was read a first time. 
On motion of llir. Kaufman, the rule was suspended and the joint 

resolution read a second time, and ordered to be engrossed. 
On motion of Mr. Parker of Fort Bend, the rule was then further­

&uspended, and the joint resolution read a third time and passed. 
On motion, the doors were reopened. 

Monday, January 29, 1844. 
The Senate met in secret session. 
A message was received from the House of Representatives, by Mr. 

James H. Raymond, their Chief Clerk, as follows: 

To the Honorable Edward Burleson, 
President of the Senate. 

House of Representatives, 
January 29, 1844. 

Sir : I am instructed by the House to inform the Honorable Senat& 
that they have adopted a substitute for "a joint resolution providing 
for the appointment of' an additional agent to co-operate with our 
agent now at the seat of Government of the United States, in negotiat­
ing for the annexation of Texas to the United States," to which they 
respectfully ask the concurrence of the Honorable Senate. 

I have the honor to be your obedient servant, 
J as. H. Raymond, Chf. Clk. 

The substitute of the House of Representatives was taken up and 
read first time. 

On motion of Mr. Kaufman, the substitute, together with the orig­
inal joint resolution, was referred to the Committee on Foreign Rela­
tions [Messrs. Kaufman, Webb and· Jack]. 

On motion of Mr. Kaufman, the nominations made by His Excel­
lency the President, to the Senate, were taken up, when the followinc 
were unanimously confirmed, to wit: 

Pierre Brunet, Consul General for France ; 
Henry F. Fisher, Consul for the city of Bremen; 
James H. Cocke, Collector of Customs for the district of Gaiveston; 
William M. Hurt, Collector of Customs for the district of San An-

gustine; 
Wi!liam C. V. Dashiell, Collector of Customs for the district of" 

Sabine; 
Niles F. Smith, Notary Public for Jefferson County; and 
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Simon L. Jones, Xotnry l'ublic for San Patricio· County. 
The nomination of David C. Yan Derlip, was on motion of Mr. 

Webb, laid on the table. 
The nomination of William I-I. Patterson was also laid on the table. 
The ayes and noes being called for on the nomination of Henry 

Redmond, as Collector of Customs for the district of Aransas stood as 
follows: ' 

Ayes-1\Iessrs. Grimes, Kaufman, Pattillo and Rugely. 4. 
Noes-IIIessrs. Greer, Hunter Parker of Naeo"doches Shaw Smith 

and Webb. 6. ' " · ' 

So the nomination was re.iel'ted. 
The nomination of William Henry Daingerfield, as Charge d 'Af­

faires to the Netherlands. was laid on the table. 
On motion of i\fr. Shaw, the doors were reopened. 

Wednesday, January 31, 1844. 
The Senate met in secret session. 
Mr. Kaufman, Chairman of the Committee on Foreign Relations, 

to which was referred the substitute from the House of Representa­
tives to a joint resolution of the Senate providing for the appoint­
ment of an additional agent, etc., made the following report: 

Committee Room. January 31, 1844. 
To the Hon [ orable] Edward Burleson, 

President of the Senate. 
The committee on Foreign Relations, to which was referred the 

substitute of the House of Representatives for a bill of the Senate to 
b'e entitled a joint resolution to provide for the appointment of an 
additional agent, etc., have had the same under consideration, and 
beg leave to recommend that the Senate refuse to concur in the same, 
and that they adhere to their original bill. 

They conceive that any legislation in relation to the mode of or­
ganizing a convention for the purpose of taking steps for our incor­
poration into the American Union, is premature, and in the present 
condition of our relations with the United States, unnecessary. 
Should the United States resolve to admit Texas into the Union, by 
legislative enactment instead of by treaty, a special session of Con­
gress will be convened by the Executive to provide for such emer­
gency. 

Your' committee asks to be discharged from the further considera-
tion of the same. David S. Kaufman, Chairman. 

The Ayes and noes being called on the adoption of the foregoing 
report, stood thus : 
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Ayes-Messrs. Greer, Grimes, Hunter, Kaufman, Lawrence, Par-
ker of Fort Bend, Parker of Nacogdoches, Pattillo and Shaw. 9. 

Noes--Messrs. Rugely, Smith and Webb. 3. 
So the report was adopted. 
On motion of Mr. Parker of Fort Bend, the treaty concluded be­

tween the Republic of Texas and various Indian tribes, was taken up, 
and the rule being suspended, the same was read article by article. 

Mr. Kaufman offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That the Senate do advise and consent to the ratification 

of the "Treaty of Peace and Friendship between the Republic of_ 
~J Texas and the Delaware, Chickasaw, Waco, Tah-woc-cany, Keeehi, 

Caddo, Anah-dah-kah, Ionie, Biloxi, and Cherokee tribes of Indiana, 
concluded and signed at Bird 's Fort, on the Trinity river, on the 
twenty-ninth day of September, 1843." 

The Ayes and n"oes being called on the adoption of the resolution, 
stood thus: 

Ayes-Messrs. Greer, Grimes, Kaufman, Parker of Fort Bend, 
Parker of Nacogdoches, Pattillo, Rugely, Shaw, Smith and Webb. 10. 

Noes--Mr. Hunter. 1. 
So the resolution was adopted. 
On motion of Mr. Hunter, the doors were reopened. 

Saturday, February 3, 1844. 
,The Senate met in secret session. 
A message was received from the House of Representatives, by 

Mr. James H. Raymond, their Chief Clerk, as follows: 
House of Representatives, 

February 3, 1844. 
To the Hon[orable] the President of the Senate. 

Sir; I am instructed by the House of inform the Honorable Sen­
ate, that they adhere to their amendments to "a joint resolution 
providing for the appointment of an additional agent to eo6perate 
with our agent now at the seat of Government of the United States, 
in negotiating for the annexation of Texas to the United States;" 
and that they have appointed a committee, consisting of M-. 
Phillips, Barnard, Hogg, Davis, and Maverick, as a committee of 
conference, and respectfully request the appointment of "- like com­
mittee on the part of the SenatE\. 

I have the honor to be your obedient servant, 
J as. H. Raymond, Chf. Clk., H. R. 

On motion of Mr. Kaufman, the nomination of William Hmry · 
Daingerfield, as Charge d'Affaires to the Netherlands, was taken up. 
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The ayes and noes being called on the confirmation thereof, stood 
as follows: 

Ayes-Messrs. Greer, Grimes, Hunter, Kaufman, Parker of Fort 
Bend, Parker of Nacogdoches, Pattillo, Shaw and Smith. 9. 

Noes-;}Ir. Hugely. 1. 
So the nomination was confirmed. 
On motion, the doors were reopened. 

The Senate met in secret session. 
Monday, February 5, 1844. 

A message from the house of Representatives, relative to the dis­
agreement between the two Houses on the bill originating in the 
Senate, providing for the appointment of an additional agent to the 
United States, etc., was taken up. 

Messrs. Kaufman, Shaw and Pattillo were appointed a committee 
of conference on the part of the Senate thereon. 

The following message was received from his Excellency the Pres­
ident, to wit: 

,To the Honorable, the Senate. 

Executive Department, 
Washington, February 5, 18446 

The Executive has tbe honor to transmit to the Senate, the fol-
lowing nominations, for its constitutional action, viz: 

F. H. Merriman, District Attorney for first Judicial District; 
George W. Brown, District Attorney for second Judicial District; 
Thomas Johnson, District Attorney for third Judicial District; 
John D. Anderson, District Attorney for fourth Judicial District; 
0. M. Roberts, District Attorney for fifth Judicial District; 
Peter W. Gray, District Attorney for sixth Judicial. District; 
William C. Young, District Attorney for seventh Judicial District; 
J. W. Maulding, Notary Republic for Harrison County; 
James P. Nash, Notary Public for the Port of Galveston; and 
George L. Martin, Notary Public for Liberty County. 

Sam Houston 

The rule being suspended on all the said nominations, they were, 
severally, unanimously confirmed. 

A message was received from the House of Representatives, by 
Mr. James H. Raymond, as follows, to wit: 

That the House has adopted the report of the committee of con­
ference on the joint resolution providing for the appointment of 
an additional agent to the United States, etc. 

'See note 2 above. 



302 SECRET JOURNALS OF TilE SENATE 

Mr. Pattillo, chairman of the committee on Enrolled bills, made 
the following report: 

Committee Room, February 5, 1844. 
Mr. President: 

Your committee on Enrolled Bills, have examined a joint reso­
lution providing for the appointment of an additional agent to coop­
erate with our agent now at the seat of Government of the Unit~d 
States for negotiating for the annexation of Texas to the United 
States, and finding the same correctly enrolled; and the same having 
been signed by the Speaker of the House of Representatives and 
President pro tempore of the Senate, was this day presented to Hi1 
Excellency the President for his approval! 

G. A. Pattillo, Chairman. 
On motion, the doors were reopened. 

'This joint resolution Is printed In the Appendix as No. 7. 
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Roll of Senators 

John Caldwell, for the District of Bastrop, Travis, Fayette and 
Gonzales. 

John A. Greer, for the District of San Augustine. 

Jesse Grimes, for the District of Washington, Montgomery and 
Brazos. 

David S. Kaufman, for the District of Sabine, Shelby and Har­
rison. 

H. L. Kinney, for the District of San Patricio, Goliad and Refugio. 

William Lawrence, for the District of Harris, Galveston and Lib­
erty. 

James K. McCrearey, for the District of Austin, Colorado and Fort 
Bend. 

Henry J. Munson, for the District of Robertson and Milam. 

Isaac Parker, for the District of Nacogdoches, Rusk and Houatoa.. 

George A. Pattillo, for the District of Jasper and Jefferson .• 

Timothy Pilsbury, for the District of Brazoria. 

Richard Roman, for the District of Matagorda, Jackson and Vic-
toria. 

John W. Smith', }r h D' t . t f B 
Samuel H.' Luckie', or t e IS ric o exar. 

George W. Wright, for the District of Red River, Fannin; Bowie 
·and Lamar. 

Officers of the Senate 

Edward Burleson, Vice-President until December 9, 1844. 

Kenneth L. Anderson, Vice-President, inaugurated Dee. 9, 1844. 

John A. Greer, President pro tempore. 

Henry J. Jewett, Secretary. 
•John W. Smith died January 13, 1846; he was succeeded In the s-te bJ 

S. H. Lockie on Febroar7 lat. 
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PIRST OR REGUAR SESSION 

Secret Journals of the Ninth Congress. 

(By a law, entitled "an act concerning the archives of the legisla­
ture," approved February 16. 18:32, it "·as made "the duty of the 
present Secretary of the Senate, and Chief Clerk of the House of Rep­
resentatives to carefully arranQ·e. and file the entire archives of the 
Congress[es] of the late Republic of Texas and of the State Legisla­
ture, and place the same under proper labels. in a safe and conven­
ient receptacle to be provided for the purpose; and, also, to record in 
suitable blank books ... complete journals of the said Congress[es] 
and State Legislature so far as the same have not hereto­
fore been recorded; the whole to be executed with the utmost uni­
formity, neatness and accuracy.' '1 

The journals of the senate of the sennth, eighth and ninth con­
gresses, now on file in the office of the Secretary of State, show that 
W. D. Miller, Secretary of the Senate, Fourth Legislature, performed 
this task admirably. However, l<hen he reached the point where the 
secret journal of the Ninth Congress should have been recorded, he 
was compelled to make following entry in its stead; 

"Note: When this volnme was recorcled, the Secret Journal of the 
Ninth Congress could not be found in the archives of the Senate. It 
was supposed to be among the papers of the House of Representatives, 
in the hands of the Chief Clerk of that Body; at his residence on La 
Vaca Bay. Snfficient. space is left for the Secret Journal, and it will 
be recorded when discovered. "W. D. Miller, 

"Sec 'y Senate, Fourth Legislature."' 

To supply as nearly as possible the information contained in these 
missing journals, the President's secret messages to the Senate and the 
replies of the Secretary of the Senate to the President are printed be­
low.] 

(Secret.) 

To the Honorable the Senate: 

Executive Department, 
Washington, December 5, 1844.' 

I herewith respectfully submit; for the constitutional action of your 
Honorable Body, the Convention of Friendship, Commerce and Navi­

'Gammel, Laws of Texas, III 125-6. 
'Journal of the Senate of the Republic of Texas, Ninth Congress, 

(Ms.), p. 351. Department of State. 
'Executive Record, Vol. 40, p. 382. Department of State. 
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gation, between the Republic of Texas and the Hanseatic Republice 
of Lubeck, Bremen and Hamburg, concluded at Paris, on_ the 17th day 
of April, 1844.• 

(Secret.) 

To the Honorable, the Senate: 

[Sam Houston] 

Executive Department, 
Washington, December 5, 1844.1 

I herewith respectfully submit, for the constitutional action of your 
Honorable Body, the Treaty of Peace, Friendship and Commerce, be­
tween the Republic of Texas and the Comanche, Keechi, Waco, Caddo, 
Anadahka, Ioni, Delaware, Shawnee, Cherokee, Lipan and Tonkawa 
tribes of Indians, concluded and signed at Tahwoccano Creek, on the 
9th day of October, 1844.8 

[Sam Houston] 

(Secret.) Executive Department, 
Washington, December 5, 1844.' 

To the Honorable the Senate: 
I have the honor to submit for the advice and consent of the Senate, 

the following nominations, under appointment made during the recess 
of Congress: 

George W. Terrell, Charge d'Affaires to France, etc. 
James Reily, Charge d'Affaires to the United States. 
William H. Palmer, District Attorney for the 6th judicial district. 
Gideon R. Jaques, Notary Public for Matagorda County. 
Robert L. Williams, Notary Public for .Jasper County. 
Benj. Richardson, Notary Public for Jasper County. 
Otes McGaffy, Notary Public for Jasper County. 
Joseph Daniels, Notary Public for Washington County. 
Samuel D. Hay, Notary Public for Montgomery County. 
David Ayres, Notary Public for Austin County. 
John A. Veatch, Notary Public for Liberty County. 
G. L. Martin, Notary Public for Liberty County. 
R. l\L Forbes, Notary Public for Brazoria County. 
Adolphus Sterne, Notary Public for Nacogdoches County. 
Samuel Monroe Hyde, Notary Public for Rusk County. 
John R. Craddock, Notary Public for Lamar County. 
A. P. Vaughn, Notary Public for Harrison County. 
'The treaty between tbe Republic of Texas and the Haneeatlc Republlce 

of Lubeck, Bremen and Hamburg is printed in Garrison, Diplomatic Oor· 
respondence of the Repllblic of Texas, II. 

'Executive Record, Vol. 40, p. 382. Department of State. 
'The treaty between the Republic of Texas and the Indian tribes enumera­

ted above is printed in Gammel, Laws of Texas, II 1191·1196. 
'Executive Record, Vol. 40, p. 383. Department of State. 
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Niles F. Smith, Notary Public for Port of Sabine. 
James Somervell. Notary Public for Port of Matagorda. 
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[Sam Houston) 

To His Excellency 
Anson Jones. President etc 

Sir. 

Senate Chamber 
December 11th, 1844' 

I have the honor to infora your Excellency that the following Nomi-
nations have been confimwd, viz 

Gideon R Jaques. ~otary Public for 1\Iatngorda County. 
Joseph Daniels, ~otar)' Pnhlic for \Yashington Connty. 
Samuel D Hay, Notary Public for l\Ioutgomery County. 
G. L. J\Iartin, Notary Public for Libert)' County. 
R l\I Forbes ~otary l'ublic for Brazoria County. 
Adolphus Stern Notary Public for Nacogdoches Count~·· 
Samuel l\Iunroe Hyde Notary Public for Rusk County. 
Niles F Smith Notary Public for Port of Sabine. 
James SununerYill Kotary Public for Port of l\Iatagorda. 

Also that the following :\'ominations have been rejected by the 
Senate, viz. 

David Ayers, ~otary Public for Austin County. 
A P Vaughn Notary Public for Harrison County. 

Very Respectfully. 

To His Excellency 
Anson Jones, President 

Sir 

Henry J Jewett 
Secretary of the Senate 

Senate Chamber 
December 12th 1844' 

I have the honor to inform your Excellency, that the following 
Executive Nominations were this day acted upon by the Senate. 

John R Craddock, Notary Public for the County of Lamar; con-
firmed. 

John A Veatch, Notary Public for the County of Liberty; rc-
jected. 

Very Respectfully. 

'MS. Senate COnfirmations. Texas State Library. 
'MS. Senate Confirmations. Texas State Library. 

Henry J Jewett 
Secy Senate. 
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To the Hon. the Senate: 

Executive Department, 
Washington, 12th Deer 1844.1° 

The Executive respectfully submits for your 
advisement the following nominations. viz 

W. B. Ochiltree, Secretary of the Treasury. 
Ebenezer Allen, Attorney General. 

consideration and 

Moses Johnson, Treasurer." Anson Jones. 

Secret Executive Department 
Washington, 17th Deer 1844.11 

To the honorable the House of Representatives; 
In compliance with a secret Resolution of the Han. House, 

adopted on the 11th Inst., I herewith transmit a communication with 
accompanying documents from the Secretary of the Treasury,u 
and respectfully sugg<•st that his remarks in regard to the suppres­
sion of names, receive the attention of the Hon. House. 

Anson Jones 

Sec•·et Executive Department 
Washington, 23d Deer 1844. u 

,To the honorable, The Senate: 
In reply to a Resolution of the 21st Inst.", passed in open aes&ion, 

requesting a statement showing the disposition of the approprilttion 
made for the relief of the :\lier Prisoners etc., etc., the Executive 
would inform the Bon. Senate, that the information required hu 
been transmitted to the House of Representatives under an injunc­
tion of secrecy. 

Owing to the extreme length of the documents in question, the 
President is constrained to refer your honorable body to the House, 
which he doubts not, will furnish the desired papers at your request. 

"Executive Record, Vol. 47. p. 6. Department of State. 
"APPOINTMENTS BY THE PRESIDENT. 
Wm. B. Ochiltree, Secretary .of the Trea•ury. 
Ebenezer Allen, Attorney General. 
Moses Johnson, Treasurer. 
James B. Shaw, Comptroller-re-appointed. 
Charles Mason. Auditor-re-appointed. 
S. Z. Hoyle, President's Private Secretary. 

Anson Jones 

The Department of State and War & Marine have not yet been ll.lled. Tile 
Hon. E. Allen will act as Secretary of State ad iaterim; and M. C. Hamilton, 
E8q., as Secretary of War & Marine aa inttrim.-Moming Btor, December 
21, 1844. 

"Executive Record, Vol. 47, p. 15. Department of State. 
"The communication with accompanying document& from the Secretary of 

the Treasury has not been found. 
"Executive Record, Vol. 47, p. 16. Department of State. 
"The Resolution Is printed In the Jouraalo of th Be1141<l of t/l.e NU.t/1. 

Conure.,, p. 69. 
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Srcrd Ex~'('li1 in• Department 
\\'ashineton. :lOth Deer 1844.16 

To th~~ honoraldr. tlu,' Se11::~t ,, : 

I re:·qwdfully .-:.nhltti{, fnr tltt• tllh·il·f-• mHI 1·on:·;ent nf the Senate, 
the following- nominations. viz. 

Cullen ~-'l.rnett :\o1<ll")" l'uhli·· Libert.'· C'ount)· 
lra .Jl. l<"~I'('I'Jil<lll \""Pt<JJ·y Puhlie Harrison County 
Joseph Pit"oil \utm·)· Public Houston County 
Robert \Yalhr \"utar)· l'uhlir Harris County 
L. C. CunniucrhatJI :\otary Public Ba,trop County 

Anson Jones 

To His Excellency 
Anson ,Jones, 

Sir 

Senate Chamber 
Deer 31st 184411 

I have the h,lJJor ttl inform yu1tr Ex(•t•llent·,,-, that the St·nate have 
confirmed the following nominations, this day, viz 

William II PahneJ·. J)i,trid "\ltonll•y for the Sixth Judicial Dis-
trict. 

Cullen "\rnetl. i\otary l'ub]i,•. Liherl)" County. 
Ira i\I Freeman, :\otary Public, Harrison Count_, .. 
Joseph Pinson. l\otary Public, Houston County. 
Robert \Ynlker. Xotar_v Public, Harris Count)·. 
L. C. Cunningham. \"ot<Jry Publie, Bastrop County. 

Very Respectfully 

Secret 

Henry J Jewett 
Secy Senate 

Executive Department 
Washington. Sth .Ta!luar_v 1845-" 

To the houoraLle, the Senate: 
The Executive rc'spectfnll!· submits for your consideration and 

advisement, the following nominations. viz. 
Robert S. Herndon Collector for District of Brazos. 
Thomas Haney 
A. W. 0. Hicks 
George Fisher 

l\otary Public, Matagorda County 
Xotar!' Public, Shelby County 
l\otary Public. Harris County 

"Executive Record, Vol. 47, p. 18. Department of State. 
11MS. Senate Confirmations. Texas State Library. 
11Executive Record, Vol. 47, p. 18. Department of State. 

Anson Jones 
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Secret 

To the honorable, the Senate: 

Executive Department 
Washington, lOth January 18451• 

Since I had the honor on the 8th Inst. to nominate Mr. George 
Fisher to the office of Notary Public for the County of Harris, I 
have been informed that Daniel D. Culp Esq. the incumbent of that 
office has returned from the United States after an absence of many 
months; which long absence I had supposed' a virtual resignation of 
his office; as however, Mr Culp had not formally resigned, but on the 
contrary has expressed his wish to me to continue in ~he discharge 
of the duties of that office until the end of his term, I respectfully 
ask permission of the honorable Senate, to withdraw from before it, 
the nomination of Mr. Fisher for the office referred to. 

To His Excellency 
Anson Jones. 

Sir. 

Anson Jones 

Senate Chamber 
Washington J any 8th 1845 .. 

I have the honor to inform your Excellency, that the Senate have 
confirmed the following nominations this day; viz. 

Robert S Herndon, Collector for the District of Brazos. 
Thomas Harvey, Notary Public for the County of Matagorda 
A W 0 Hicks, Notary Public for the County of Shelby 

Very Respectfully, 

Sec1·et 

Henry J Jewett, 
Secy S.enate 

Executive Department 
Washington, 21st January 1845.11 

To the honorable, the Senate: 
I respectfully submit for the advice and consent of your Hon. 

body, the following nominations, viz. 
Thomas" Newcomb. District Attorney for Fourth Judicial Dis-

George Quinan. 
William Byrne. 

trict 
District Attorney for First Judicial District 
District Attorney for Second Judicial Di .. 

trict 
Archibald Jones. Notary Public for Gonzales County 
F. M. Wethered Jr. Notary Public for Sabine County 

Anson Jon111 
"Executive Record, Vol. 47, p. 21. Department of State. 
"MS. Senate Confirmations. Texas State Library. 
"Executive Record, Vol. 47, p. 22. Department of State. 
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Secret Executive Department 
Washington, 25th January 1845.22 

To the honorable, the Senate: 
I respectfully submit for the advice and consem of your Ron. 

body, the following nominations. viz. 
Auguste· Furtado. Consul for the port of Bayonne, France. 
Stephen H. Ellis. Notary Public, Bowie County. 

To His Excellency, Anson Jones. 

Anson Jones 

Senate Chamber 
January 24th 1845.20 

I have the honor to inform you that the followin<> Executive 
Nominations were confirmed by the Senate, this day. viz 

Auguste Furtado, for the office of Consul for the port of Bayonne, 
France. 

Stephen H Ellis, Notary Public Bowie Co 
William Byrne, District Attorney for the Second Judicial District. 
Also the following Nominations were •·ejected 
George W Terrell,'·' Charg·e d'Affaires to France. 
James Reilly," Charge d'Affaires to the United States. 
The following resolution was also adopted by the Senate. 
Resolved, That the Senate do advise and consent to the ratifica­

tion of the "Treaty o'f Peace, Friendsltip and Commerce between the 
Republic of Texas and the Comanchie, Keechi, Waco, Caddo, Anah­
dahkah, Ionie, Delaware, Shawnee, Cherokee, Lipan and ,Tahuakkano 
Tribes of Indians, conducted [sic] and signed at Tahuacano creek un 
the ninth day of October in the year One thousand eight hundred and 
forty four." 

Very Respectfully, Henry J Jewett 

To His Excellency, AI{son Jones. 

Secy Senate 

Senate Chamber 
Feby 3d 1845.20 

I have the honor to inform your Excellency that the following Nom-
inations were this day Confirmed by the Ron!. Senate. 

Thos. H 0 Addicks, Notary Public for Bexar County. 

"Executive Record, Vol. 47, p. 23. Department of State. 
"MS. Senate Confirmations. Texas State Library. 
'"The Senate has rejected the nomination of Gen'l Terrell and Col. Reily, 

as Charges d'Affaires. . . It is reported that only five votes were given in 
favor of Terrell, and four in favor of the appointment of Col. Reily. It is 
said that the chief cause of opposition to these gentlemen was owing to 
their hostility to annexation.-Telegraph, February 5, 1845 . 
. "MS. Senate Confirmations. Texas State Library. 
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Wm J Downing, Notary Public for San Patricio County. 
Also that the Convention of Friendship, Commerce and Navigation 

between the Republic of Texas and the Hanseatic Republics of Lubec, 
Bremen and Hamburg, on motion, has been laid on the Table. 

Respectfully 

NIN,TH CONGRESS 

SECOND OR CALLED SESSION 

Henry J Jewett 
Secy Senate 

[The Secret Journals of the Extra or Called Session of the Ninth 
Congress are printed in the the Journals of the Senate of the E:r;tra 
Session, Ninth Congress, of the Republic of Te:r;as, pp. 85-94, and are, 
therefore, not printed here.] 
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SECRET ACTS AND JOINT RESOLUTIO:\S 

:\umber 1. 

Joint Resolution requesting the President to open a secret con·e­
spondence with Gen. ,James Hamilton.' 

Resoh·ed by the Senate and Honse of Representatives of the Re­
public of Texas, in Congress assembled, That the President be author­
ized to open a Secret Correspondence "ith Gen. James Hamilton, of 
Charleston, South Carolina, to ascertain of him whether or not he 
will accept the Commandancy of the Army of Texas, if the emergency 
of the Country requires it 

Ira Ingram 
Speaker of the House of Representatives 

Richard Ellis 
Pres[iden]t of the Senate Pro Tern 

Approved 22nd Deer 1836 
Sam Houston 

Number 2. 

Secret Resolution requesting the President to instruct the l\Iinister 
at the Court of St James' 

Resolved by the Senate and the Honse of Representatives of the 
Republic of Texas in Congress assembled That· the President be and 
he is hereby authorized to instruct our i\Iinister at the Court of St 
James in Great Britain to repair to the Court of St Cloud in France 
at any time that he in his opinion may consider that the interest of 
our country may be advanced b)' his visiting that Government. 

B. T. Archer Spkr. of H of R 
Jesse Grimes Prest Protem of the Senate 

Approved 7th June 1837 
Sam Houston 

Number 3. 

A Joint Resolution on the Subject of Establishing Amicable Rela­
tions with Mexico. Approved December 21, 1839.' 

Number 4. 

An Additional Joint Resolution relative to the pacification and ad­

'MS. Laws of the First Congress, folio 9. Department of State. 
'MS. Laws of the First Congress, folio 48. 
'This secret joint resolution has not been found. 
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justment of existing difficulties between Texas and Mexico. Approved 
December 21, 18393 

Kumber 5. 

Joint Resolution, in secret session.' 
Section 1. Be it resolved by the Senate and House of Representa­

tives of the Republic of Texas in Congress assembled (in secret ses­
sion). That the Secretary of the Treasury, under direction from the 
President shall be authorized to issue from the Treasury Department 
a sufficient amount of Promissory notes of the Government to meet 
and cover payments and demands on the Treasury arising from ap­
propriations made by this Cong.rcss without it being understood that 
this resolution shall in any way alter or change the regular account 
of returns which the Secretary must present to the next Congress. 

Section 2. Be it further resolved, That from and after the passage 
of these Resolutions the Secretary of the Treasury be, and he is re­
quired to suspend the further publication in the public Gazettes of the 
monthly receipts and expenditures of the Government 

David S. Kaufman 
Speaker of the House of Representatives 

David G. Burnet 
President of the Senate 

Approved 5th February 1840 
1\firabeau B. Lamar 

(Secret.) 
~umber 6. 

An Act to provide for the Sale of the Navy of Tl'xas.• 
Sect. 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representative(! 

of the Republic of Texas in Congr~ss assembled, That the President 
be and he is hereby authorized and required [as] soon as practicable, 
consistent with the public interest, to dispose of the VP.ssels comprising 
the Navy of Texas, to wit, The Ship Austin the Brig Wharton at the 
highest price which can be obtained either by sale or in P.xchange for 
and redemption of the entire liabilities of the Government contracted 
in the purchase of said vesseL~, and the Brig Archer and the Schooner 
San Bernard together with the Steamship Zavalla her tackle furniture 
and apparel. also the property of the Navy Yard with all the Naval 
Stores be sold for cash or credit as the President may deem proper, 
and the proceeds of sale from the Archer, San Bernard anll Zavalla 
with the public property at the Navy Yard, shall be disbursed in the 
following manner, to wit, fifteen thousand dollars for the payment of 

'This secret joint resolution· bas not been found. 
'File 1499, (MS.) In Papers of the Fourth Congress. 
'MS. Laws of the Seventh Congress, folio 3. 
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claims due the pn'sc>nt or former nffi<·ers. SP:'lnwn nnU marines of the 
~avy in proportion to the time !hev have served and the amount 
which may be due. and the ballmwe .to be paid into the Treasury of 
the Republic. 

Sect 3. Ik it further en:H·ted That the President he and he is here­
by authorized to appoint some trnstworthy nnd suitable person or per­
sons, to act as agent or agents, in aiiecting [sic] at as early a period 
as practicable the object of this act. 

Sect 3. Be it further enacted That this act take efl\~ct from and 
after its passage1 ~- H. Darnell 

Speaker of the House of Representatives 

.J. A. Greer 
Presdent Pro. Tern. of the Senate. 

Approved 1 Gth ,Jan_,. 184:3 
Sam Houston 

Secret. 1\nmber I. 

A Joint Resolution providing for the appointment of an additionei 
agent to co-ojwratr \\·ith on1· ng<•nt now at the Seat of Government of 
the United States in ne~·otiatiug for the anncxntion of 'fexas to the 
Vnited States. 0 

Sec. 1. Be it resol Ycd by the Senate and Honse of Representatives 
of the Republic of Texas in Congress assembled, Th:lt the President 
be, and he is hereby authorized to dispatch an additional agent to the 
GoYernment of the Fnitcd States to eo-operate with our agent now 
there, for the purpose of entering into ne_zociations for onr annexa­
tion to the UnitE·d Stales. and the sum of Five thousand dollars is 
hereby appropriated to cany into effect the provisions of this Joint 
Resolution. 

Sec. 2. Be it further resolved That in the event it may be fo1md 
impossible to secure a majority of T\I'O thirds of the United States 
Senate, to a treat~· of our annexation to the United States, that the 
said agent, shall he required to use his influence to procure our an­
nexation to the United States b~· an Act of Congress of the same, and 
in the event such an act be passed, the President of this Republic is 
requested to convene a Special Session of Congress to take such ac­
tion thereon, as the emergency of the case may require; and This 
.Joint Resolution shall be in full force from and after its passage. 

Richardson Scurry 
Speaker of the Honse of Representatives 

John A. Greer 

Approved 5th Feby 1844 
Sam Houston. 

Pro. Tern. President of the Senate 

'MS. Laws of the Eighth Congress, folio 86. 
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Aake, Charl<:'s, nominated assistant 
surgeon, 184; couftrmed, 189. 

Abbott, Richard A., nominated 1st 
lieutenant, 46; confirmed, 52. 

Adams, George 'v ., nominated no­
tary public, 140; confirmed, 143. 

Addicks, Thomas H. 0., confirmed 
notary public, 311. 

Ainsworth, A. S., vote receired for 
chief justice, 175. 

Airey, Thomas H., nominated con­
sul, 232; confirmed, 233. 

Aldrich, Collin, nominated chief jus­
tice and rejected, 86. 

Alexander, J . .i\1., co::.1firmect 2d lieu­
tenant, ·172. 

Allen. Ebenezer, nominated attorney 
general, 3fJ8. 

.I)Jlen, James C., nominated judge 
advocate general, 66; nominated 
chief justice, 87; confirmed, 88; 
vote _recei \'€d for district judge, 
174. 

Allen, Sam ,V., nominated 2d lieu­
tenant, 4 5; confirmed, 51. 

Allen, T. D., nomine1ted 2d lieuten­
ant, 4 7; confirmed, 53. 

Allston, James, nominated 2d lieu­
tenant, 47; confirmed, 53. 

A!monte, J. N., release of, 28. 
Amory, Nathaniel, nominated secre­

tary of legation, 114; returned to 
president, 116; again nominated 
and confirmed, 161; nominated 
consul and confirmed, 2 3 2. 

Anderson, A. A., nominated district 
attorney, 177; confirmed, 178. 

Anderson, John D . ., nominated dis­
trict attorney and ronfirmed, 301. 

Anderson, Kenneth L., nominated 
collector of customs, 13 6; con­
firmed, 142; nominated district 
attorney, 231; oonfi"med, 232; 
vice-president. 304. 

Anderson, T. P., nominated surgeon, 
136, 226; confirmed, 170, 227. 

Anderson, T. T., nominated assist­
ant surgeon, 44: C'Onfirmed, 50. 

Andrews, 1\licah, nominated captain, 
30; confirmed, 31. · 

Annexation, committee to report on 
prospects, 91; re,!Jort, 95; infor­
mation called for roncerning with­
drawal of, 128; president's mes­
sage in regard to, 294-6; report 
of committee on, 296-7, 299; joint. 
resolution providing for an add!-

tiona! agent to tlle United States, 
297-:W2, passim, 317. 

.._\uthony, Thcmas J. nominated 2d 
lieutenant, 39; confirmed, 60. 

Applegate, John P., nominated 1st 
lieutenant, 30; confirmed, 31. 

Appleruan, John, nominated sailing 
master, 138; returned to president, 
170. 

Arcam!Jal, Charles J., nominated mid­
shipman, 138; retur2ed to president, 
170. 

.ArchamlJal. See Arcambal. 
Archer, Branch T .. nominated secre-­

tary of war, 184; confirmed, 188; 
mentioned, GO, 208. 

Archer, Powhatan, nominated 1st lieu­
tenant, 208 . 

Archer, brig, mentioned 253, 263, 266, 
316. 

Armstrong, James, nominated district 
attorney, 177; confirmed, 179. 

Arnett, Cullen, nominated notary pub­
lic and confirmed, 309. 

Arnold, Hayden, nominated secreta~y 
to commissioners to treat with the 
Indians, 19; confirmed, 20. 

Arreola., Leander. nominated 1st lieu­
tenant, 44: confirmed, 50. 

Atkins, George B.. ~10minated "chief 
justice, 13fJ: vote for, 175. 

AU\inson, .John, nominated consul, 
211S; confirmed, 267. 

Augustine. Henry W .. senator 1st and 
2d congresses; resigned. 70. 

Austin. Stephen F .. nominated secre­
tary of state, 15; confirmed, 17; 
mentioned. 13, 28. 

Austin. William H., nominated notary 
public, 205. 

Austin, William T., nominated col­
lector of customs and confirmed, 
119. 

Austin, ship. mentioned. 252-257, pa•­
sim. 263, 265. 286. 316. 

A ·vres. David, nominated notary pub­
.lic, 306: rejected, 307. 

Baeumlein, C. F .. nominated assistant 
surgeon. 44: confirmed. 50. 

BnkeY.. Joseph, transl3tor to senate, 
15: nominated chief justice and con­
firmed, 34; recommends Van Ne9S, 
94. 

Ballinger, E., vote received for chief 
justice, 176. 
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Darbey, Theodore, nominated consul, 
187; confirmed, 188. 

Barker, John H., nominated sailing 
master, 138; returned to president, 
170. 

Barnard, John F., nominated mid· 
shipman, 139; returned to president, 
170. 

Barnard, J. H., mentioned, 300. 
Barnes, John, nominated consul, 216; 

confirmed, 217. 
Barnett, George W., senator 2d, 3d, 

4th, 5th, 6th and 7th. congresses. 
Barnet, Thomas, nominated chief JUS· 

Uce and confirmed, 34. 
Barr, Robert, nominated postmaster 

general and confirmed, 41. 
Barron, Thomas H., nominated cap­

tain, 30; confirmed, 31. 
Bartlett, George C., nominated lieu· 

tenant In navy, 137; returned to 
president, 170. 

Bassiers, ---, nominated lieutenant 
in navy, 13'1; returned to president, 
170. 

Battle, Mills M., nominated notary 
public, 282; confirmed, 284. 

Beall, Horace, nominated assistant 
surgeon. 184; confirmed, 189. 

Beason, Jesse, nominated 2d lieuten­
ant, 47; confirmed, 53. 

Bee, Barnard E., accompanied Santa 
Anna to Washington, 28; nominated 
secretary of war, 87; confirmed, 88; 
nominated secretary of state and 
confirmed, 117; nominated commis­
sioner to Mexico, 135, 148; instruc· 
tions, 150·155; nomtnated minister 
to United States, 160; ·nominated 
charg~ d'affaires, 177; confirmed, 
178; mentioned, 13, 97, 98, 158, 185. 

Bee, Hamilton P., nominated clerk to 
boundary commission, 135; con· 
firmed, 143. 

Belgium, commercial project, 221·223; 
adverse report, 224. 

Bell, George H., nominated midship· 
man, 139; returned to president, 
170. 

Bell, Peter H., nominated assistant 
adjutant general, 43; confirmed, 49; 
nominated Inspector general, 136; 
confirmed, 170. 

Benge, Samuel, mentioned, 38, 39. 
Bennett, Joseph, nominated colonel, 

59; confirmed, 60. 
Bennett, Littleton. nominated mid­

shipman, 138; returned to president, 
170. 

B•nnett, Valentine, ncmlnated quar­
termaster. 43; confirmed, 56. 

Benton, Jesse, nominated district at­
torney. 216; confirmed, 217. 

Berry, James, nominated 1st lieuten­
ant, 45; confirmed, 51. 

Berry, John G., nominated collector of 
customs and confirmed, 220. 

Berry, Nathan E., nominated 2d lieu-
tenant, 184; confirmed, 194. 1 

Betts, C. S., nominated midsbl-.,, 
138; returned to president, .1"1111:'_ ' 

Bingham. Mathias A .. mentione4,.~ 
Birdsall, .John, nominated : attotniJ!I 

general and confirmed, 93; nomi­
nated chief justice of the Republic, 
114, 116. 

Blocltade of Matamoros raised, 18 i 
blockade of Mexican ports not en­
forced, 246. 

Blount, Alexander C., nominated lieu­
tenant in navy, 137; returned to 
president, 170. 

Donnell & Cruger, vote received for 
public printer, 145. 

Booker, Shields, nominated surgeon, 
136; confirmed. 170; vote received 
tor receiver, 178, 179. 

Booth, B., mentioned, 292. 
Borden, Gail, nominated collector or 

customs. 48, 211; confirmed, 48, 212. 
Borden, John P., nominated commi&­

sioner of general land oftlee, 184: 
confirmed, 186; resigned, 190. 

Borton. Philip, nominated surgeon, 43; 
confirmed, 49. 

Boundary, eastern, appointment of 
boundary commissioner urged, 92; 
Corzine nominated, 93; Taylor nom­
inated, 113; Sample nominated, 135; 
Dexter nominated, Hl; Hunt nomi­
nated, 143; Smyth nominated, 184. 

Donndary convention with United 
States. Submitted, 110. 

Bourland, James, nominated collector 
of customs and confirmed, 221. 

Bowl. chief of the Cherokees, men­
tioned, 39. 

Bowyer, John M., nominated ~ptaln, 
59: confirmed, 60. 

Boylan, James D., nominated master 
commandant, 54; rejected, 60; arreat 
ordered, 72; message concerning, 
102. 

Brady, James M., nominated mldahlp­
man, 138; returned to president, 
170. 

Brame, Charles E., nominated 2d lieu­
tenant, 184; wlthdmwn, 191. 

Brannum, William T., conllrmed 
purser, 27; nominated navy agent, 
139; returned to president, 170; · 
nominated pnrser, 226; con!l.rmed, 
227. . 

Brashear, Wllliam C .. noJDinated lieu­
tenant In navy, 207, 226; con!l.rmed, 
227. 

Bremen, treaty with, snbmltted to 
senate, 306; tabled, 312. 

Brewster, H. P., nominated dlatrlat 
attorney, 184; conllrmed,. 188. 
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l:ri~ham. Asa. Hominn.rell tr.~asurer. E111·ton. I::-aac \Y .. nominated corumis-
:;:~. 1:?7. ~11: C"onftrJnl'd. ::-1, 1:.:7. ~U. sionPr to treat wiril Indians. ~0; 

''Briscoe. Andn-•w. nolt~Jnar;:·d chief jus- confinHPd. :.:1; senJ.tor, ~d. 3d and 
tice and (·onfinned, :;L Hh con~T0Sses. 

I:.:rocf~t ... tt. \\'il/i~lm H .. nondrwtl~d con- 1 :F":urterfielrl. C., nomin;1ted 2d lieuten~ 
·:.-.if~. sui, ~S:.:; eonfirrnerl, 28:~. ant, 41; confirmed, ::-):L 

Tironaug"h_ .J. C' .. no·~linntPd mi<l~hip- Dutts. B. H. H., nominated 2d lieuten-
man. l:'.~l: u·turn;·d to pn ... sident, r ant. 47; confirme(l. .l:~. 
170. Byrne. James '\"., uominated collector 

r.rool;:e, Jnlln C., nOll1ill;l1Pr1 cbic>f jus- of customs and rejected, 121; sena-
tic'e. 13.), tor ;)th, lith and 7th congresses. 

Brool.;.::-.. . .T. -n· .. nomin;-;fp(] notarY pub- H~ rnP, "'illiam. nominated notary 
lie [lnd confirmNI, 217. · ' pulllie. 1:·.r.·. tonftrn 1ed. 143; norui-

Brower. John J-I.. noJllinatf>rl consul. nated district attorney, 310; con-
192: confirmed. I!):~. firmed, :~11. 

Hro·wu. r:(~org(' \\· .. Tl<)JHinat('d district 
attorney :Jnd confirrn~'>d, ~01. Caldwell. John. senalor 9th congress. 

Bro~·n. .T::tnH:'s :\f.. nominated chief Caldwell. ;\latthew. nominated cap-
justicP. l..JO: Y<Jfp rPrein:·d. I7i'i. 1 tain. 126. 1::1>; <·onfirmed. 126. 171. 

Prawn . .TNemiah. !10minatec1 colJector Caldwell, Pinf'l\:llP\. r:ominated quar-
of Cl\~tonts. i\: rotlfirnw1l, -10. ten 11 aster. -J:\: c~nn-rmed. -HI, 170. 

Brown. John. nnnJin:liE·d 2d Iieuten3.nt ('omnhPll. Davicl \V., nominated 2d 
anfl confirmerl. 130. ! lieutenant. :~(); confirmed. 31. 

E;rown, .Tollll ,, •.. no!llinated :?d· lieu- C'amphPll. .T:lwes. nomiuat.0d 1st lieu-
tenant. 47: contlnnNL :)3. , ten;111t. -Hi, l~G: COJlfirmed, 52, 126; 

I~rowu. Jo::::eph R.. n.~ndnaied con:--ui.I nominated c-hief ju;;;tice, 135; vote 
1:::?1: confirmed. 1:~!l. re(·eiYf>d, 1711. 

Bro\Ynin~. C:t':Jr~e "\V .. nominatf'd chief Capse. G. 1Vilson, no,ninated surgeon 
jus.ticf>, :?03. 'I and withdr<n\·n, f):L 

Brunet. PiPrr('. nominatrd f'Onsul gen-, Carson. Samuel B., nominated 1st 
eral, 2.<::1: f'Onfirmed. :?9.~. lieutenant, 4:-i, 1:311; confirmed, 51, 

Erutton. Jn~C'J·h. nominrt1Pd Ist lieu-1 17'2. 
tenant. ..J.i: confirnwcl. !il. 'C<.lse. George 1V .. me!"ltioned. 39. 

Bruf11s:. mention(·d. f>l, ]01. I CrJ . ..:;sin, Robert \V .. nominated lieuten-
llrFtn. Au~tin. nominr~tt"d secretary of 1 H!lt in Jw\·~- and COf'.firmed, 93. 

legation ... 11.!1: ('onfirn~Pfl, 120. i Castro, Henri. nominated consul gen-
Brran, \\ Jllram nom1naterl. f'Onsul,' eral anrt confirmed. :?20. 

119. 2:1:2: ('onfirnwd, 1:?0, :232. :catlt:>tL Fairfax. nominated secretary 
BuC'kner. Benjamin P.. nominated 1 of legation. :?9: coefirnwd. 30. 

chif'f ju~tice. 1:~;)_ I ('azneau. ,,.illiam L .. nominated com-
Buht. Henn' C' .. nnP1inated .:?d lieu- mis5an· ge!H'ral of ~ubsistence, 136: 

tenant. 47: f'Onfirrnr,d. fi:1. 1 ronfirmed. 171. 
Bunker. Thomas C' .. nominated notary I Chamberlain, Horace P .. his dismissal 

public and f'onfirme"'. 168. from the army. 90, 96, 97, 98, 100, 
Bunnt->r. Gcor~P. C.. nominated Uen- 101, 104. 

tenant in nrtvy. 22(; · confirmed, 227. ChalmPrs. J. G .. nominated secretary 
Bur.gess. Cl,ariPs. no:ninated 2d lieu-~ of treasury, 200: confirmed, 201 .. 

teonant. H~-t: confi.rnwd. 194. Chaplin. Chichcsteor. nominated ch1ef 
Durleson, Edward. sPnator 3d con- iustiee and confirlll.ed. 34. 

g-ress: nominated colonel. 12~; con- Cl;erol;:ee Tndi:Ins. tre(lt~·. :l6-40: post.-
firnwd. 12fl: vice-president. 204, 230.. paned. 41; report on. 74-79, 82: de-
2SO. 30-1. j cia red null. 101: secrecy removed 

Burnet. David _G .. vice~prpsidPnt. 134.] from proceedings. J S~. . 
1S~. ~04; aC'tmg Sl?ert>1·ary of state, 

1

• Chevallie, 1\J. H .. nommated 1st heu-
Jii~. J;i!), 17:1: actine president, 190- 1Pnant. 18-1; confirmed. 189. 
~()~; mPntioned, 14, 7S. 1S2. Sre also C'hi~holm . .James H .. nominated 1st 
Mes~ages. lieutenant. 4f,; confirmed. 52. 

Burnet.· R. "\V~llace. Dominated con- Chisman. Fra!lcis F .. nominated sur-
sui. 177: f'Onfirmed. 178. geon. 26: confirmed. 27. 

Burntev, AlhPrt T.. nominated com- Clapp. Elisha. nominated captain, 59; 
missioner to negotiate a loan. 42, confirmed, 60. 
110. 1S4: confirnlerl. 58: mentioned. Clark. Charles A .. nominated 2d lieu-
~~. loS, 193. 201. 215. tenant. 47: confirmed. 53. 

Burrus .. Tames. nominated 2d lleuten- Clark. .John, nominated captain, 59; 
ant. !i9: confirmed, 60. ccnfirmed. 60. 
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Clark. Leonard, nominated lot lieu· 
tenant, 46; confirmed, 52. 

Clark, R. M., nominated assistant sur· 
geon. 207; nominated Burgeon, 226; 
confirmed, 227. 

Clay, W. J., mentioned, 113. 
Clement, B. F., nominated notary 

public, 216; confirmed, 217. 
Clements, Robert, nominated midship. 

man. 138, 208; returned to pres!· 
dent, 170. 

Ciendennin, Adam, nominated captain, 
44, 130; confirmed, 50, 130· his dis· 
missal, 95, 96, 98·101, 104.' 

Clifton, John M .• nominated captain 
45; confirmed, 51. . ' 

Cobb, Henry A.. nominated midship· 
~~~· 138; returned to president, 

Cochran. Richard, nominated surgeon, 
26, 136; confirmed, 27, 170. 

CockE", James H., nominated collector 
of customs, 282; inquiry concerning, 
284; confirmed, 298. 

Coil, D. P .. nominated chief justice 
and confirmed, 34. 

Cole. .James P.. nc>nlnated notary 
· public. 168, 184; confirmed, 186. 
Coles, Joltn P .. nomi~>ated chief jus-

tice and confirmed, 34. 
Collins. ---, nominated lieutenant 

~~0~avy, 137; returned to president, 

Collins, John, nominated chief justice, 
135; confirmed, 176. 

Collingsworth. G. W.. nominated col· 
~~~t.or of customs and confirmed, 

Collinsworth, George M., nominated 
collector or customs. 54, 195; con­
firmed, 55. 

Co11insworth, James, senator 1st con· 
gress; chief justice of the Republic, 
10; nominated attorney general, 16; 
confirmed, 17; declined, 24; de· 
ceased. 114. 

Colllnsworth, John T., nominated In· 
spector general. 40; confirmed. 41. 

Colly, C. C .. nominated 2d lieutenant. 
47. 126; confirmed, 53, 126. 

Colquohoun, Ludovic, senator 6th con· 
gress. 

Commissioner general to European 
powers recommended, 95. 

Consular fees to be regulated, 258-260. 
Consultation, solemn declaration of, 

77. 
Conway, Thomas P .. nominated mid· 

shipman. 139; returned to pres!· 
dent, 170. 

Cool<. Louis P.. nominated secretary 
of navy, 135; confirmed. 168. 

Cooke, H. L .. nominated chief justice, 
114; returned to president. 116. 

Cook. William G .. nominated Inspector 

general, 44; confirmed, 50; nomi­
nated general stock commissioner 
and confirmed, 93; nominated qual!'·• 
termaster general, 114; returne_d ..to 
president, 116; renominated ~ 
termaster general, 136; confirm.iL.. 
170; nominated colonel, 184; c.OD.r 
llrmed, 189. 

Cooper. James, nominated chief jUB­
tlce, 205. 

C.ordra, Nathan, nominated nota17 
public:, 232; conllrmed, 233. 

Cortes, John F., nominated consul, 
107; confirmed, 108. 

Corzine, Shelby, senator 1st congress; 
elected district judge, 10; nominated 
boundary commissioner and con 
firmed, 93; deceased. 144. 

Cox. Cornelius, nominated· midship.. 
man, '138; returned to president, 
170. 

Craddock. John R., nominated cap. 
tain. 59; confirmed, 60; nominated 
notary public, 306; confirmed, 307. 

Craig, ---, nominated consul, 187; 
tabled, 193. 

Craig, H. C .• nominated 2d lieutenant, 
45; confirmed, 51. 

Crawford, ---, mentioned, 190. 
Creecy, J. R., midshipman, 208. 
Crisp, Downing H., nominated mid· 

shipman, 138; returned to president, 
170; nominated lieutenant In navy, 
207, 226; confirmed, 227; mentioned, 
251, 260. 261; letter to secretall' of 
war and marine, 26:l-4. 

Crittenden, Alexander P., nominated 
chief justice. 205. 

Crockett, Robert P.. nominated 2d 
lieutenant, 44; confirmed, 50. 

Crooswyck, Joshua J., nominated con· 
sui, 282; confirmed, 283. 

Cl'utcher, Thomas. nominated nota17 
public and confirmed, 220. 

Culp, Daniel D:, nominated nota17 
public, 282; confirmed, 284; men­
tioned, 310. 

Cummings, Cyrus. nominated midship.. 
man. 138; returned to president, 
170; nominated lieutenant In navy, 
207, 226; confirmed, 227. 

Cunningham. L. C., nominated nota17 
public and confirmed, 309. 

Curtis, Charles, nominated 1st lieu­
tenant. 30; confirmed, 31. 

Dally, Andrew, nom;nated 1st lieu· 
tenant. 46; con!IJ111ed, 52. 

llalngertleld, William H., nominated 
notary publkl and confirmed, 121; 
nominated commissary of pur­
chases, 136; confirmed, 169; sena­
tor, 5th and 6th congr-a; re­
signed. 204; nominated secretali'Y tit 
treasury, 219; confirmed, :125; noml-
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nated charge d'affaires 281· con .. Duke, Thomas M., nominated collector 
firmed, 300-1. ' ' of customs, 205; confirmed, 210. 

Daniels, ---, vote received for chief Duman, 1\IaJy E., nominated consul, 
justice, 175. 282; confirmed, 283. 

Daniels, Joseph, nominated notary Duncan. Brice C., nominated 2d lieu-
public, 306; confirmed, 307. tenant, 44; confirmed, 50. 

DarnelL N. H., mentioned, 268. Dunlap, Richard G., nominated secre-
Dashiell, William C. V., nominated tary of treasury, 116; charges 

c
2
o
9
1
8
l_ector of customs, 282; confirmed, against, 117, 118; confirmed, 118; 

presents proposition for a loan, 122-
Davidson, 'Villiam F. H., nominated 124: nomirratE:d minister, 135; re-

surgeon, 43; confirmed 49 · jected. 142; mentioned, 150, 154. 
D~vis .. A. M., vote recei~ed .for chief Dunn. John. nominated chief justice 

JUStlce, 175. and confirmed, 34; senator 2d, 3d 
Davis, H. \V., nominated captain and and 4th congresses. 

confirmed, 130. Dunnington. William M., nominated 
' Dav~s, James, menti.oned, 300., Ist lieutenant, 45, 136; confirmed, 
D~~~fir~·edH.fii nominated maJOr, 46; 51; confirmed, 172. 

Dawson, F . .' m~ntioned, 115. Durango, mentioned. 109. 
Dearborn, l\I. H .. nominated midshiiJ· Durker, A. K:, nominated purser. 138; 

m,..an. li1S.; returned to president, I returned t? presic~ent, 170. 
ItO; nonunated lieutenant in navy Durst, Joseno. mentiOned, 39. 
226; confirmed, 227. ' Dyer, John H .. nominated captain. 59; 

Deffenbaux, Anthony, nominated 2d confirmed, GO. 
lieutenant. 47; confirmed, 53. 

Demott, L., nominated 1st lieutenant 
44; confirmed, 60. ' 

Devine, Jobn. nominated 2d lieuten­
ant, 47; confirmed. ;J~. 

.Cexter. P. B., nominated lieutenant 
colone.l, .13(); nominated boundary 
commisSIOner, 141; rejected, 142. 

Dexter, Thomas A .. nominated consul, 
135; confirmed. 139. 

Dick, Michael, nominoted 2d lieuten­
ant, 59; confirmed, GO. 

Dillard, Thomas, nominated notary 
public, 173; confirmed, 177. 

Dinsmore, Silas, nominated chief 
justice, 34, 120; confirmed, 34, 129; 
vote received, 175. 

Dobson. George, nominated consul, 
107; confirmed, 108. 

Doleman, John, nominated assistant 
commissary of subsistence, 55; con· 
firmed, 56. 

Donaldson: \Vellington, nominated no­
tary public, 195. 

Doom, R. C., nominn.ted collector of 
customs, 48, 129; confirmed, 49, 129. 

Dor, .John 1\.L, nominatE>d commissioner 
to treat with Indians, 19; rejected, 
20; slretch of, 22. 

Dcrey, Fletcher. nominated surgeon, 
137; returned to president, 170. 

Douglass, Kelsey H., nominated com· 
missioner to treat with Indians and 
confirmed. 22: mentioned. 78, 79, 80. 

Downing, ~riiliam J., confirmed no­
tary public, 312. 

Drake, Benjamin, nominated consul, 
192; confirmed, 193. 

Driscoll, Daniel 0., nominated 1st lieu· 
tenant. 45; confirmed, 51. 

Earle. Paul H., nommated surgeon, 
231; confirmed. 232. 

Eastland, N. W., vote received for 
chief justlC'e, 176. 

Eastland, 1Villiam H., nominated cap­
tain, 30; confirmed, 31. 

Eddy, Timri W.. nominated notary 
public. 135; confirmed, 143. 

Edmonds, P., nominated consul and 
confirmed, 219. 

I:dson. \\rillis. nominated 2d lieuten· 
ant, 47; confirmed, 53. 

Ellis. Nathan D .. nominated collector 
of customs, 220; withdrawn, 221. 

Ellis, Powhatan, mentioned, 159. 
Ellis. RiC'hard, senator 1st, 2d, 3d and 

4th congresses. 
Ellis, Stephen H., nominated notary 

public and confirmed. 311. 
Ellison, Samuel, nominated 2d lieu­

tenant, 184; confirmed, 194. 
English, ---, vote received for 

receiver. 178. 
English. George. nominated captain 

and confirmed, 60. 
Estes, George W.. nominated ·lieuten­

ant in navy, 137; rdurned to presi­
dent, 170. 

Evans. John S., nominated notary pub­
lic, 136; confirmed, 139. 

Evans, Musgrove, nominated 2d au­
ditor, 135; confirmed, 148. 

Everitt, Stephen H .. senator 1st, 2d, 
3d. 4th and 5th congresses; letter to 
vice-president, 72; resigned, 183. 

Ewing, A .. nominated surgeon general, 
43; withdrawal requested, 57. 

E1wing, William H., nominated chler 
justice, 205. 
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Falkner, Duke L., midshipman, 208. 
Fannin, J. W., mentioned, 272. 
Farley, Henry W.. nominated chief 

justice, 140; deceased, 173. 
Farley. Massillon, nominated chiel 

justice and confirmed, 34. 
F•ro, A. V., nominated 1st lieutenant, 

46; confirmed, 52. 
Fettyplace. Thomas J .. nominated con-

sul, 2S3; confirmed, 283. 
Fields, Fox. interpret.1r, 39. 
f'ilisola. Vicente, mentioned, 14. 
Fisher. George. nomln:1ted notary pub-

lic, 309: withdrawn, 310. 
Fisher, Henry, nominated purser, 26; 

confirmed, 27. 
Fl~her. Hel'ry, norntnatt"d notary pub­

lic. 200: cnnfirmed, 202. 
Fisher, Henry F.. nominated consul, 

281; confirmed, 298. 
Fisher, S. Rhoads, nominated secre­

tary of navy, 15; confirmed, 17; 
submits list of officers. 26: case of 
his dismissal, 73, 74, 80-83, 85, 87, 
89-91, 92. 

Ffsher, William S., acting secretary 
of war, ~n: nominated secretary of 
war. 42; postponed, 56: nominated 
lie-utenant colonel. 128; confirmed, 
129; mentioned, 97. 

Fitch. Ben F.. nominated 2d lieuten­
ant. 59; confirmecl, 60. 

Flores, Manuel, nominated captain, 
44; confirmed, 50. 

Flores. Salvador, nominated captain, 
44; confirmed. 50. 

Foote, Robert H .. nominated chief jus­
tice and confirmed. 93. 

FarbeR. John, commissioner to treat 
with Indians, 36, 39, 77, 78. 

Forhes, R. l\1., nominAted notary pub­
lic, 195. 306; confirmed, 307; men­
tioned, 216, 217. 

Forrest . .J. A .. nominated midshipman, 
139: returned to president, 170. 

Forrest. Moreau, confirmed surgeon, 
27. 

Forrest. Za~haria. nominated midship­
man, 138: returned to president, 
170. 

Forster, Thomas G .. nominated secre­
tary of legation. 206; tabled. 211. 

Fosgate, Walter, nominated medical 
director, 43: confirmed. 49. 

Fowler, Andrew J., nominateJ chief 
justice. 135; vote received, 176. 

Fox, Alfred, nominatEd consul, 258; 
confirmed, 267. 

Fox, Thomas W., nominated consul, 
258: confirmed, 267. 

Fratley, George C., nominated commis­
sary of subsistence, 55; confirmed, 
56. 

France, treaty with, 168, 169, 171. 

• 
Franklin, Ben C., nominated chief jus­

tice or the Republic, 116; resigned 
as district judge, 144. 

Freeman, Ira M., nominated no!aJy 
public, 205, 309; confirmed, 209, 309. 

Fuller, Charles F., nominated mid­
shipman, 138: returned to president, 
170. 

Fulton, George W., nominated 2d lieu' 
tenant, 45; confirmPd, 51. 

l·'ulton, Lorenzo, nominated asslatant 
surgeon, 44; confirmed, 50. 

Furtado, Auguste, nomlna.ted consul 
and confirmed, 311. 

Gaines, Francis T., nominated chief 
justice and confirmed, 86. 

Gaines, James, nominated collector of 
customs, 48; rejected, 49; senator 
4th, 5th and 6th congresses; re­
signed, 204. 

Gardiner, J. B., nominated surgeon, 
137, 207, 226; returned to president, 

1'10: confirmed, 22;'. 
Garlick, H. S., midshipman, 208. 
Garner, P. K., nomlnr.ted 1st lieuten­

ant, 46; confirmed, 52. 
General council, mentioned, 272. 
Gervais, Sinclair D., nominated chief 

justice and confirmed, 86. 
Gibbon. James E., nominated lieuten­

ant in navy, 137: returned to presi­
dent, 170. 

Gilchrist, R. J., mentioned, 292. 
Gilder, John S., nominated 1st lieu­

tenant, 46: confirmed, 52. 
Gilland, Benjamin Y., nominated lieu­

tenant colonel, 46; confirmed, 51. 
Gilland, C. D. 0., nominated 1st lieu­

tenant, 45; confirmed, 51. 
Gillon, Benjamin Y., nominated cap­

tain, 136: confirmed, 170. 
Gilmer, Thomas W., nominated com­

missioner to negotiate a loan, 42; 
confirmed, 58; mentioned, 83. 

Glenn. William E., nominated mid­
shipman, 138; returned to president, 
170. 

Goggin, James M., nominated 1st lieu­
tenant, 184: confirmed, 189. 

Good, Hannibal, nominated captain. 
an'd confirmed, 60. 

Goodall, ---, nominated 1st lieu­
tenant and confirmed, 130. 

Goodall, A. G., midshipman, 203. 
Goodloe, ---, nominated 1st lieu­

tenant, 59; confirmed, 60. 
Goodman. W. R, nominated chief jns­

tlce, 205. 
Gordon, Thomas G., nominated notary 

public, 181; confirmed, 186. 
Gossett, Elijah, nominated chief jus­

tice, 205; vote received, 176. 
Gossett, J., nominated 1st llentenant, 

59: confirmed, 60. 
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Gould. Charles. nominated nlidship­
mau. I:Jfl; returnP'l to president, 
170. 

L":\4; t'Onfirmed, 120; nominated 
JW:-tce eonnnissioner and confirmed. 
lC'i; nominated •om missioner to 

Gould. C. :u., nominated district at- Holland, I.'\.!; concluded treaties 
tornpy and confinw:.d. lii.'-1. with England, 19~,. 196, 215; con-

GrabPau. Theodore. nomiihl.ted notary dlHll>d trt>at,· with NethHlands, 
pli!Jiic. 1S4: confirnwd, l.'\l~. 19": rJOmir::lt~d mini~ter. 199; con-

Graham. --. nominated cousul. finut•rl. :?rlO; ~uhmiitPd draft of com-
177. nH:>l'eial projN·t "·ith Belgium, 221-

nrant Tame" lllPJlfJ(IJJPd .!72 :?:?:~; SP('J'E't joint r-?-:::=olution concern-
Grasll Hen;' L, nornrnatccl l'-'t llt?u-l1 i~~- ~110; (~w-~tio~)P(~, _71. !58. If36, 

tenant . .fh, ronfil'lllPd. :i2. , 1.1.,, 1. G. l.lj, -01. _l.l, -16, -lS. 
Gra~·. Alrrerl G .. nominarpr] Jientenant: Hamilton. James D .. nominated con· 

in. navr. 207. 22(); rolltlrmrc>d. 2:!7. 1 sul. 107: cfJnfirme<l, lOS. 
Gray, r-~. P., norninatt>d captaio, 46;. HamiltoJJ, John, nominatf'd notary 

co-nfirmed, :;:2. 1 puhlir. 2(1(1. 210; confirmed. 202. 
Gra)·, P0ter "r .. nomirwt(-'d district at- i Hami!ton. 2\f. C., acling- spcretary of 

~orn~f',... :!2.!· 216. :;01; coufirmed war and marine; re!1ort on navy, 
~10, .. 1 1 • ,,,,l, ~:il-:?G-:1: Jetrf'r to E. ,\'_ Moore, 265; 

Gr~y. \V., Fairfa~. SNTeTary of SPnale. mentioned, 261, :?63 . .?6S. 30S. 
"'· 10h·. uom1nafC'<l notan· public. Hamilton. RoLert, nominated cllief 
114, 129: re11Irned to pre·.:ident. 11G; justice and confirmni 34. 
confirmNl. 129: nominated district Hamilton. Thomas L., nominated 
attorner, ]g.J-; confi1med. IS~. consul. ]HI: confirrtlNl. 120. 

Grayson, ---. vore recei\·pd for 1 Eamilton. \V111iam B. nominated con-
chief jus! icc, 176. 1 :-;nl nnd f'onflrmed. 2~2. 

Grayson. Pf'tf>r \V., normnated attar- 1-Jammel;;en. Gear~€' L., nominated sec-
ner ~eneral, .J-::: confirmed, fi~: nom- 1 rPfarr to c·orumissioner to Mexico, 
tnated navy agent and . coufirmed. 1 135. 
93. I Hans<>atic rPpnlJlics. See Bremen, 

Crt>at Rri1 a in. treatY of commerce~: Ham!mr~. and LubcclL 
with. 1~:-i. TrJI: f'On\·ention reJati\'e, Hansford. John 1\f.. Yote received for 
to me<1iatiou. 196, ~01, 210: treatyl1 district judge, 144. 174; impeach-
concerning African slave trade, 215, ment of, 21-t-. 
217, 2JS. I Hnrrington. E. B .. norninated. midship-

Green, Thomas, serreian· of senate, man.· 1~8: return?il to president, 
2~. 1ro. 

Green. ThOBlClS J., Yi.Olllinated briga-11 Harrbon. e. L .. nominated inspector 
dier ,c:eiwral and rPjPrted. 3:'1; sen- g-enE'ral, 109. 
ator 2d rong;ress; unseated. '70. Farrisou. Edward A .. nominated lieu-

Greer. John A .. sen~uor 2d, 3d, 4th, tenant in navy, 1~7; returned to 
rith. 6th. i'th. ~th and rlth congresses. pre:;.;ident. 170. 

Grey, John. nominated major. 46; con- Harrison . .John \V., mPntioned, 218. 
firmed, ril. Harrr. John H., nominated captain, 

Grimes, Jesse. senator 1st. .Sth and 46; confirmed. 52. 
Nh congresses; mentioned. 60. Hart, \Viii lam. nominated chief jus~ 

Grush, H. L .. nominatPd 2d lieutenant, tirP. 1 ~;): vote received, 175. 
136; confirmed, 172. Hartfield. votP received foJ' 

chief justice. 175. 
Haas, G. H., nominated 1st lieutenant. Harvf·Y. Thomas. nominated notary 

LHi: <'OnfirmPd. ~2. public. 114, 129, 192. 2GS, 309; re-
Hagler. Lindsay, nominated captain. turned to presiflent, 116; confirmed, 

45: confirmed, 51. 129. HI~. 2f>S. 310. 
Hali, .T . .T . .:\f.. nominated captain, 46; Ha,vldns. Charles E .. confirmed post 

confirmed, 52. captain. 27. 
Hall, John 1\I., nomin.lted 1st lieuten- H:nr. Samuel D .. nominated notary 

ant, 4:-i; confirmed, !il. public. 806; ronfirmf'd, 307. 
Halstead. R. T., nominated midship. Havden. John, nominatl:'d notary pub-

man, 139; return.-:d to president. lie, 14i'i: confirmed. 146. 
170. Hayes, John, nominated chief justice 

Hamburg, treaty with, 306; tabled, and confirmed, 86. 
311. Hemphm. John. vote received for 

Hamilton . .Tames. apnointed assistant I chief justice. 174. 
commissioner of loans. 101; nomi· He-ndershot, John S., nominated cap-
nated commissioner of loans, 119. tain, 44; confirmed, 50. 
24-Lib. 



326 

Henderson, George, nominated lieu· 
tenant In navy, 137; returned to 
president, 170. 

HPnderson, J. Pinckney, nominated at· 
torney general and confirmed, 24: 
nominated secretary of state, 42; 
confirmed, ll4; nom mated agent to 
Great Britain, 68; negotiated treaty 
with France, 169, 171; mentioned, 
173. 

HE'nderson, J. W., vote received for 
county surveyor, 174, 

Henderson, William F., nominated dis­
trict attorney, 184; rejected, 186. 

Horckenrath, Lewis J., nominated con­
sul and confirmed, 232. 

Herndon, Robert S., nominated col· 
lector of customs. 309; confirmed, 
310. 

Herring, William, nominated notary 
public and confirmed, 220. 

Hewes, Samuel, nominated commis­
sary of purchases, 44; confirmed, 50. 

Hicks. A. 0. W., nominated notary 
public, 309; confirmed, 310. 

Hill, George W., nominated secretary 
of war and marine, 276; confirmed, 
277; report on navy, 285-287. 

Hill, ·william G .. senator 1st congreas. 
Hinton, A.' c .. nominated commander, 

137; returned to president, 170. 
Hockley, George W., accompanied 

Santa Anna to Washington, 28; 
nominated colonel of ordnance, 40; 
confirmed, 41; nOminated secretary 
of war, 113, 211; returned to presi· 
dent. 116; confirmed, 212; men­
tioned, 39. 

Hodge, John L., nominated consul, 
107; confirmed, 108. 

Hogg, J. L.. mentioned, 300. 
Ho11and, John, nominated district at· 

torney, 200; withdrawn, 201. 
Holliday, John, nominated captain, 46, 

130; confirmed, 62, 130. 
Holman, Sanford, nominated collector 

of customs, 231; confirmed, 232. 
Holt. David, nominated notary public, 

135; confirmed. 139. 
Hopkins, James E .. nominated 2d lieu­

tenant. 59; confirmed, 60. 
Hornsby, C. H., nominated 2d lieu· 

tenant, 136; confirmed, 172. 
Horton, Alexander, nominated col· 

lector of customs, 114; returned to 
president, 116; mentioned, 39. 

Horton, Alexander. nominated lieu· 
tenant colonel, 69; confirmed, 60. 

Horton, Alexander C., senator 1st and 
2d congresses. 

Houghton, William D., nominated lat 
lieutenant. 136; confirmed. 172. 

Houston, Sam. commissioner to treat 
with Cherokee Indians, 36, 39. 77, 
78; letter to Andrew Jackson, 12, 28; 

letter In regard to S. Rhoads Fiaher, 
82; mentioned, 97, 98, 100. Bee w.o· 
Messages. 

Howard, George T., nominated cap­
tain, 45, 136; confirmed, 61, 170. 

Howard, John C., nominated 2d lieu­
tenant, 184; confirmed, 194. 

Howland, ---, vote received for 
register, 178. 

Hoyle, Joalah, nominated midship· 
man, 138; retU'I'ned to preaident, 
170. 

Hoyle, Stephen Z., aecretary of aenate, 
230; preaident'a private secretary, 
308. 

Hubert, John, nominated diatrlct at­
torney, 114; returned to prealdent, 
170. 

Hudson, H. c., nominated district at­
torney and confirmed, 33. 

Hudson, J. P., vote recelveli for sur­
veyor, 177. 

Hutton, W., nominated 2d lieutenant 
and confirmed, 130. 

Hughes, Samuel, nominated collector 
of customs, 127; confirmed, 128; re­
signed, 173; nominated notary pub­
lic, 189; tabled, 193. 

Hulme, Rob 8., mentioned, 293. 
Humphreys, J. W., confirmed lieuten­

ant In navy, 27. 
Humphries, ---, mentioned, 99. 
Hunt, Memucan, nominated minister, 

43; confirmed, 57; nominated secre­
tary of navy, 117; nominated 
boundary commissioner, 143; con· 
firmed, 144. 

Hunter, William L., nominated chief 
justice, 88; confirmed, 89; realgned, 
206 ; senator 8th congress. 

Hurd, James G., ·nominated lieutenant 
In navy, 54; confirmed, 66. 

Hurd, Norman, nominated purser, 28, 
138, 207, 226; confirmed, 27, 227; 
returned to president, 170; men· 
tloned, 257. 

Hurt, William M., nominated collector . 
of customs, 282; confirmed, 298. 

Huston, Felix, nominated brigadier 
general, 35; confirmed, 40; men· 
tloned, 48, 65. 

Hutawa, Edward, nominated conaul, 
216; confirmed, 2n. 

Hyde, Samuel N.. nominated ·notary 
public, 306; confirmed, 307. 

!james, Basil G., nominated notary 
public, 258; confirmed, 267. 

Ikm, Arthur, nominated consul and 
~onfirmed, 202. . 

~>•dependence, mentioned, 27, 60. 
Indians, commissioners to treat with 

19, 20, 22; treaty with Cherokees, 
36-40; treaty with Tonka ways, 103, 
104; treaty made at Blrd's Fort, 
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2~S-~9:~; treaty made at Tehuacana 
l:l'eek. :W6; :\Iexican allies, 185, 250; 
Texan allies, 250, ~51. 

Ingram, Ira. mention~d. 315. 
Inrincir;lc, mentioned. 60. 
lrJon. Robert A .. senator 1st congress; 

nominated secrctarv of state and 
confirllled. ~~; mcutioned, 106, 109, 
110. 

In·ine, R. Boyd, nominated major, 45; 
eontirmed, ;:il. 

Johnson, William F., nominated no­
tary public, 205; confirmed, 210. 

Jchnston, Albert Sidney, nominated 
brigadier general. 40; confirmed, 41; 
nominated secretary of war and con· 
firmed, 117. 

Jones, Anson, senator 4th and 5th 
congresses; nomi<J.ated minister, 
113; returned to president, 116; 
nominated secretary of state, 211; 
confirmed, 212. See also Messages. 

Jones, Archibald, nominated notary 
Jack, Patrick C .. nominated district public, 310. 

attorney, 177. 205; ronftrmed, 178. Jones, Edward S., nominated 2d lieu· 
Jack, ·william H., senator 6th, 7th and tenant, 184; withdrawn, 191. 

8th congresses. .Jones, F .. nominated 1st lieutenant, 
Jacl\:!::;on. Aldin A. 1\'I., inspected Gal- 46; confirmPd, 52. 

vest on custom house, 141; nomi- Jones, G. B., nominated 1st lieutenant, 
nated collector of cm.toms 141, 147; 46; confirmed, 52. 
Withdrawn 14~; confirmed, 147. Jones, John Rice, nominated postmas· 

Jackson, Andt·ew, letter to Sam Hous-~ ter general and confirmed, 159. 
ton. 12, 13; letter to Santa Anna, 11, .TonPs. Oliver, senator 3d, 4tb. 6th and 
1 :~. 7th congresses. 

Ja<:kson, Calvin C., nominated consul, Jones, Simon L., nominated notary 
lflZ; confirmed, 193. public. 282; confirmed, 299. 

Jamieson. John D .. nominated 2d lieu- Jones, ·~Villiam J., vote received for 
tenant, 45; confirmed, 51. district judge, 144. 

Januarr, James B. P ... no'minated sur- ,Torclan. Sam W., nominated captain, 
geon, 43: confirmed. 49; nominated 46; confirmed, 52. 
captain, 136; confirmed, 171. Jouitt. Thomas. nominated 1st lieuten-

Jaques. Gideon R., nominated notary ant, S9; confirmed, 60. 
public, 306; confirmed, 307. Jowers, ---, vote received for reg-

Jennings, John R., ncminated 2d lieu- ister. 178. 
tenant, 47; confirmed, 53. .Tor. Cyrus. nominated consul, 135; 

Jevans. nominated captain, 45: con- rejected, 172. 
firmed, 51. Julius Caesar, mentioned, 60 . 

.Tewett. Henry .T .. nominated district 
attorney, 184; confirmed, 186; .sec­
retary of c;enate, 304; mentioned, 
307, 309, 310, 312. 

Johns, Edward, midshipman. 208. 
Jchnson, ---, mentioned, 272. 
Johnson. Benjamin F., nominated 

treasurer. 206; confirmed. 209. 
Johnson, B. H., nominated assistant 

adjutant general, 136; confirmed, 
170. 

Johnson, Hugh B., nominated chief 
justice, 135: rejected, 140. 

Johnson, James B .. nominated notary 
public, 184; confirmed, 186. 

John~on, J. D., nominated lieutenant 
in navy, 137; returned to president, 
170. 

Johnson, Moses, nominated treasurer, 
308. 

Johnson. Robert, nominated chief jus­
tice, 140. 

Johnson. R. D., nominated notary pub­
lie. 114; returned to president, 116: 
vote received for chief justice, 175. 

Johnson, Thomas, nominated 2d lieu· 
tenant, 184; confirmed, 194. 

Johnson. Thomas, nominated district 
attorney and confirmed, 301. 

Karnes. Henry W., nominated colonel, 
44; confirmed, 30; concluded treaty 
'\"'ith Tonkaway Indians, 10~-103. 

Kaufman, David S., senator 8th and 
9th congresses; mentioned, 297, 299. 

Keating, .John, nominated 1st lieuten­
ant. 44: confirmed, 50. 

Kellogg, Ralph, nominated consul, 114; 
returned to president, 116. 

Kelton, 0. P., nominated notary pu!J. 
lie and confirmed, 121. 

Kendricl{, Harvey, sent>.tor 3d, 4th and 
5th congresses. 

Kennedy, E. P., nominated lieutenant 
in navy, 207. 

Kennedy, E. C., nominated lieutenant 
in navy, 137; returned to president, 
170. 

!Cfnnerly, '\Villiam, nominated consul 
g·eneral and confirmed, 220. 

Kinneymore, J. C. P., nominated 1st 
1ieutenant and confirmed, 130; 
nominated captain, 136; confirmed, 
171; 

Kerley, William. nominated 1st lieu­
tenant and confirmed, 130. 

Kerr, David, nominated purser, 138; 
returned to president, 170. 
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King, ---, mentioned, 272. 
King, H. B., nominated chief justice, 

140; vote received, 176. 
King, Samuel, nominated 2d lieuten­

ant, 47; confirmed, 53. 
Kinney, H. L., senator 9th congress. 
Kintzing, Matthew R., nominated mid­

shipman, 139; returned to president. 
170. 

Knight, Isaac D., nominated surgeon, 
137; returned to president. 170. 

Kyger, D . .J., nominated 2d lieutenant. 
47; confirmed, 53. 

La Branche, Alee~. mentioned, 106, 
109. 

Lamar. Mirabeau B., vice-president. 
10; recalled to his post, 71, 72; asks 
for leave of absenc-e, 190. See also 
Messages. 

Lambert. Francis, nominated assist~ 
ant :- nre-Pon, 13R: !'Pturned to presi­
dent, 170. 

Landers, H11Iequest, 110minated quar­
termaster. 109; nominated commis­
sary of subsistence, 136; confirmed, 
170. 

Landrum, Willis H., senator 1st con­
gress. 

Lane, CorneliUs. nominated notary 
pnhlic. 184: confirmed, 186. 

Lane, George, nominated district at­
torney, 114: returned to president. 
116: nominated notary public and 
confirmed, 220. 

Lansing. J. P., nominated lieutenant 
In navy, 207, 226: confirmed, 227. 

Laughlin. D .. nominated notary pub­
lic and confirmed, 220. 

Lawrence. G. F., nominated captain, 
136; confirmed. 171. · 

Lawrence, William. nominated quar­
termaster. 13; confirmed, 49: sena­
tor 7th, 8th and 9th' congr1sses; 
mentioned, 165. 

Lee . .Joseph, nominated chief justice, 
205. 

LEi'ch. Richard H., nominated sur­
!!:eon, 137; returnPd to president, 
170. 

Leftwich. Thomas. nominated captain, 
46; confirmed, 52. 

LeGrand, E. 0., nominated chief jus­
tice. 107. 

Lemon, John, nom!mited 1st lieuten­
ant. 45; confirmed. 51. 

Lronard, George, nominated 2d lieu­
tenant. 45; confirmed, 51. 

Lester, James S .. senator 1st, 2d, 4th 
and 5th congresses. 

Lewis, Armstrong J., nominated mid­
shipman. 139; returned to presi­
dent. 170; nominated lieutenant In 
navy, 207, 226; confirmed, 227. 

Lewis, Daniel, nominated 2d l!euten­
ant, 136; confirmed, 172. 

J,ew!s, James J., nominated midship­
man, 139; returned to president, 
170. 

Lewis, M. B., vote received for chief 
Justice, 175. 

Lewis, Nat11anlel, mentioned, 104. 
L•wis, William G., nominated sur­

geon, 43; conl!rmed, 49. 
Lipscomb, Abner S., nominated secre­

tary or state, 174; conllrmed, 177. 
Living, Thomas H., nominated purser, 

26; conl!rmed, 27. 
Lloyd, Daniel, nominated sailing ma• 

ter, 138; returned to president, 170. 
Loan commissioners, instructions, 

160, 161. 
Lockhart, Lev! P., nominated captain, 

45; eonflrmed, 51. · 
Long, Gabriel, nominated quartermas­

ter. 43; co!lflrmed, 49. 
Lothrop, John T. K., conl!rmed lieu­

tenant In navy, 27; nominated com­
, mander, 137, 207, 226; returned to 
president, 170; confirmed, 227. 

Love, John G., nomin,.,ted collector of 
customs, 54~ confirmed, 56; vote re­
ceived for district judge, 174. 

Lubbock, F. R., nominated comp­
troller, 100. 211; conllrmed, 100, 212: 

Lubec, treaty with, 306; tabled, 312. 
Luckie, Samuel H., senator 9th con­

greS8. 
Lumpkin, P. 0., nominated chief jus­

tice, 120; confirmed, 129. 
Lusk, George 0., nominated chief jus­

tice and conllrmed, 34. 
Lusk, Robert 0., nominated captain. 

30; conl!rmed, 31. 
Lynch, A., nominated surgeon, 43; 

confirmed, 49; killed, 99. 
Lynch, N .. nominated lieutenant colo­

nel, 45; conl!rmed, 51. 

Mabbitt, ---. vote received for re­
ceiver, 178, 179. 

Mabray, .TB.mes L., nominated midship­
man, 138; returned to president, 
170. 

McCaskey, nominated captain, 45; 
confirmed. 51. 

McClung, Joseph W., nominated no­
tary public. 184; confirmed, 186' 

McClure, Alexander E., nominated no­
tary public and confirmed, 221. 

McClure, D. B., nominated chief jus­
tice and confirmed, 34. 

McClure, John, nominated captain, 
46; confirmed, 52. 

McCreary, James K., eenator 9th con­
gress. 

McCutcheon, William L., nomlnatelt 
2d lieutenant, 45; confirmed, 51. 
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I\'lC'Donald, A. 8., nominated chief jus- .Martin. George L., nominated notary 
t ice, 205. public, 301, 306; confirmed, 301, 307. 

McFarland, Thomas, senator 6th con- 1\fartin . .T. B., nominD.ted lst lieuten-
gress. ant. 184; confirmed, 189. · 

l'l.icF'arland. \Villiam, 11omiuated chief .i\'Iartin, \Vyly, resignation as chief 
jus I ice and confirmed. 34. justice, 206; senator 6th congre::;s; 

Ald'nrbne, Alexander c., secretary of deceased, ~04. 
senate, 20-l. l\J:::.son, Charles. chief derl\. of war de-

1\~cJ<'arlane. Dugald, nominated cap- partment, 97-n!:l; nominated bt au-
t.ain. 44; confirmed. 50. ditor, 13:3, :w~; conrirmed, 139. 

1\'fcF'arlane, Samuf>l P .. nominated no- .i\Ianlding, .r. \V., nominaLecl notary 
tan· public :::tnd eonfirmed, ~:20. public and confirmed, :.!01. 

!\JcFarlane. "r· W., nominated mid-11\Taury_ 'William F., nominated purser, 
shitlman. 1JS: returned to president, I ];{S, ~0~. returned lO llresident, 110. 
110. ;:..ran:-ricl;:, S. A., rnen<ioned, 300. 

_\ic(;afff~~-. Oies, nominatf'd notary, l\fellu.s, .James, coafirmt-d lieutenant in 
public, :W6. J navy, 21. 

lllcGafle~·. \\'yatt, nominated notary 
1 
1\fenard. 1\Iich.1rl B., P..ominated com-

public, 2:12; confinnC'd, 2:!:~. I Jlli,:,;sion~<'r to treat with Indians, 23; 
~1<-Uhec>, John G .. nominated major. confirmed. ~~-

5~; eonfirmed, 60. l\j(~uch<1ta, Antonio. nominated cap-
~lcC~oYan. Jfathew. nominated 1st lieu- 1

1 taiii, 4-l; confirmed. 3ll. 
tf'nant, 4;); confirmed. 51. 1 Mtnetee. John S., nc-minated notary 

l\!(·{;o\·prn, Matthew, nominated 2cl' pul1lic and contirnwd, ~:W. 
liC'Uif'nant, 1:~6; c-o:tfirmed. 172. ':\:euefee, \Vipiam. nominatetl chief 

::u('(;rt•rtl, Peter, nominated notary justiet'' :1nd confirmed. :l4; nominated 
puhli(', lS·l; confil'fl1t'd, 18fl; nomi· secretary of trPnsnry, 190; with· 
nnted di~trid attorney, 206, ~16. 1 

drawn. 1!14. 
~8~; confirmed, 20fl. :?17, 2S4; men- i\Itrriman. F. H., nominated district 
tioned, 216. attorney and confirmed, 3lH. 

MtCuffy, Ale-xander, !lOminated con-i l\lessages ·of President Houslon (first 
~111. 200; confirmed, 209. term): 

i\f('Henry. John. nominated chief jus- -
1 

In regard to annual message, 88; 
tice and CO!Jfirmed, 34. rharges against S. R. Fisher, 82; 

:'llt-Hetlf.\', ~8ll1UC'I. nominated chief: <lismi~sal of oflict>r~. DLi: minister to 
justice, 203. ! United States, :)7: release of Santa 

J\fdntire. Tho!llas H .. nominated chier Anna. 28; rr:tention of .J. D. Boy· 

l\ justirP, 
135

' I la~o~~f~ating auditor. :~:~. 
r~r~;i~~~d"\\~-~~;~-~~~e~~~1 \~:.ted chief jus-1 boundary commissicner, 91. 1~~~ 

;\frTntosh, George S., :;-~ominated secre- ('abinet offi{'ers. 1:-1, lG, 2-l, 41, 42, 
ta rr of legation and confirmed, 65; 87. fl3, 11:1: captain of Terrible, 29; 
nominated charge d'affaires. 206; chief justices, 3-t. 86, 8/, SS, 93, 101, 
(·onfirmed. 211. 107, Jl4; t'hief justice of Republic. 

T\kKinstn•. George B., nominated chief 114: collectors of customs, 48, 54, 
jn~tice and confirmed, :::4. 114; comntissioner, 32; comruis· 

McLaughlin, nominated 2d sioner to Great Br!tilin, 58; commis· 
JiPUtf>nant and confirmed, 31. sioners to treat with Indians, 19, 20, 

:\!(·Leod, Hugh, nominated adjutant 22: comptroller. 93. 100; consuls, 31, 
g-eneral, 136; confirmed, 169: nomi- 107. 113, 114; district attorneys, 32, 
nated adjutant and inspector gen· 92, 94. 107, 114; loan commissioners, 
eral, 184: confirmed, 189. ~3. 42, 110: militar:-• officers. 30, 35, 

2\-~f·Leod, .John D., secretary of senate, 40. 43, 55, S9, 64, 66, 93, 109, 114: 
:1d, 4th and Pith congresses. minister to United States. 23, 43, 57, 

:\frMahan, Thompson H., nominated 113: navy agent, 9~: navy officers, 
notary public, 216; confirmed, 217. 2rl, 26, 54, 93; notaries public. 114; 

i\I,~Neill. F. B., nominated midship· recess appointments, 113; secretarY 
mnn, 139; returned to president, of legation. 29. 64, 114; stoc1\ com· 
170. missioner, 9:.!, 114: treasurer, 33. 

l\lcNeill, H., vote received for sur- Submitting revoc3tton of block-
ve~·or, 177. ade, 18. 

l\Tarion. George G., nominated lieuten· Transmitting documents concern-
ant in navy, 137; r"'turned to prest- ing Santa Anna, 11, 14, 28; bounclary 
dent, 170. convention with United States. llO; 

1\fa.rshall, Sam B., mentioned, 292. claims convention with United 
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States, 106; report of secretary of 
state, 116; treaty with Cherokees, 
35; treaty with Tonkaways, 102. 

Vetoing joint resolution for benefit 
of Texan prisoners, 6Q. 

-<>f President Lamar: 
In regard to collector of customs 

(Galveston), 141; relations with 
Mexico, 148, 185. 

Nominating auditor, 127, 134; 
boundary commissioner, 135, 141, 
143; cabinet omcers, 117, 135, 146, 
159, 173, 190, 205; charg6s d'affaires, 
177; chief justices, 119, 135, 140, 
168, 173; collectors of customs, 119, 
120, 127, 136, 147, 173; commissioner 
to Mexico, 135; consuls, 167, 187, 
205; district attorneys, 120, 136, 168, 
177; comptroller, 127; consuls, 119, 
135, 177: loan commissioner, 119, 
129; military omcer3, 126, 128, 130, 
136; minister to United States, 135, 
160; navy agent, 127; navy omcers, 
137; notaries public, 120, 135, 136, 
140, 145, 168, 173, 189; peace com­
missioner, 167; recess appointments, 
135, 184; secretary of legation, 119, 
161; stock commissioner, 140; treas­
urer, 127. 

Transmitting documents, 187; 
propos! tton for loan, 121; treaty with 
France, 168. 

Withdrawing nominations, 143, 
170. 

-<>f Acting President Burnet: 
Nominating cab!net omcers, 190, 

200; collector of customs, 195; con­
suls, 192. 202; notaries public, 192. 
195; minister to Great Britain, 199. 

Transmitting treaty with Great 
Britain, 195; convention with Great 
Britain, 196. 

Withdrawing nominations, 191, 
201. 

-of President Lamar (continued): 
Nominating attorney general, 209; 

charg6s d'affaires, 206; chief jus­
tices, 205; collectors of customs, 
205; district attorneys, 205, 206; 
navy omcers, 207; notaries public, 
205, 210; recess appointments, 205; 
secretary of legation, 206; treas­
urer, 206. 

-of President Houston (second term l: 
In regard to annexation, 294: 

navy, 244. 260. 285: relations with 
Mexico, 249, 269; removing Injunc­
tion of secrecy, 282. 

Nominating cabinet omcers, 211, 
219, 276. 281; charg6s d'affaires, 213, 
220, 227, 281, 806: collectors of cua-

toms, 211, 220, 231, 282: comptroller, 
211, 231: consuls, 219, 220, 237, 281, 
282; district attorneys, 216, 231, 268, 
282, 301, 306; military omcers, 214, 
231: ministers to United States, 
211; navy omcers, 226, 231; notaries 
public, 216. 220 221, 232, 267, 268, 
282, 301, 306; recess appointments. 
306; secretary of legation, 232; 
treasurer, 211. 

Transmitting commercial project 
with Belgium, 221; treaty with Han­
seatic republics, 205: treaty with 
Great Britain, 214; treaties with In· 
dians, 288, 306; treaty with United 
States, 233, 276. 

Withdrawing nominations, 213. 
217, 221. 

-<>f President Jones: 
In regard to Mler prisoners, 308. 
Nomlnatlog cabinet omcers, 308; 

collectors ot customs, 309, 310; con­
suls, 311; notaries public, 309, 310. 
311. 

Withdrawing nominations, 310. 
Mexican bond holders, mentioned, 164, 

165. 
Mexican prisoners. See Santa Auua. 
Mexico, joint resolution authorlzlng 

an expedition against, 66, 67; meas­
ures tor establishing peace, 148-159; 
secret joint resolutions In regard to· 
peace, 161, 164, 165, 166, 185, 192, 
193; report of committee ou foreign 
relations, 162; efforts to employ In­
dians. 185; messages In regard to, 
249, 269. 

Mier prisoners, mentioned, 308. 
Milam, Benjamin. mentioned, 22. 
Miles, George W., nominated chief 

justice, 173; vote received, 175. 
Mlllard, Henry, -nomin-ated commis­

sioner to treat with Indians and con­
firmed, 22; nominated chief justice· 
and confirmed, 86: vote received, 
175; mentioned. 39. 

l\1lller, James B., senator 5th C01Jgre8S; 
nominated secretary of treasury, 
281; confirmed, 283. 

1\rlller, John, nominated 1st lieutenant, 
44; confirmed, 60. 

Miller, S. L., midshipman, 208. 
Miller, W. D., mentioned, 213, 231, 281, 

305. 
Miller. William P., nominated cblet· 

justice, 135; vote roeelved, 178. 
Mitchell, Nathan. nominated 2d lieu­

tenant, 30; confirmed, 31. 
Mix, T. M .• nominated lieutenant In 

navy, 137; returned to president, 
170. 

Mixon, Bani B .. nominated ·14 !lenten· 
ant, 46; confirmed, 61. 
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Moncur. James, nominated captain, Matt. John, nominah•d chief justice 
40; confirmed, 51. and confirmed, 34. 

Money, .John H .. nominated chief jus- :'-lunroe, Daniel, nominated captain 
tiet-, 107; confirmed, lOS. and confirmed, 31; case of his dis-

l\Jonrot•. S1~e )lunroe. ml::;sal, 93. 100, 101. lO·l. 
l\Iontague. Daniel. nominated notary .:\iunson. Henry J., senator 9th con-

public, 23:!; confirmed, 233. gre::>s. 
Jhllf•'ZIUIHl, mentioned, 263. ::\furphr. Daniel, nommated 1st lieu-
:\iout~..;n'll"-'1")', R .. uon11nated assistant tf.'nant -16; confirmed, 52. 

~urg-c~on. :H, H; confirmed, 31, 50. Murphy, David, vote n·ceived for chief 
:\luody, .John ,V .. nominatPd auditor, I justice, 176. 

::.~. 1:!7: confirmed, :14, ]:?7. , :1\iurphy, Joseph, vote received for 
i\Tnore, A.. nominated lif'Utenant in I chief jus lice, 175. 

navy, 13i; returned to president. 'I Muse, K. H .. senator 5th, 6th and 7th 
170. congresses. 

Moore, Edwin W., nominated post cap- l\lyres, "'illlam, nominated notary 
tain, J:r;, :?Oi, ~~fi; returned to pres- I puiJlic. 136; confirmed, 139; men-
irlt~nt. 1 "j1l; confirmed, :?:27; message I tioned, 210. 
on, ~-Fi-:?lfl; reporl on, Z;i1-254; let-1 
tc-_r to Sf'l"I'Piar~· of ""'ar and marine. I Nash, James P., nominated notary 
2.~-~-~-li, :!63; mentioned, 260, 261, puhlic and confirnv~d. 301. 
~fi-1. 1'\a,•arro, Jose Antonio, mentioned, 

:\Ioort\ f<~runri:;;, senator ·Hh. 5th and' 287. 
f:th rongTPsses. !\'avy, raising funds for, 83, 84; agent 

i\loorP. \\.illia.m H.. nominated 1st to purchase, 83, 84; contract with 
lieutt'nant rtnd ronfirmPrl, 31. F. Dawson, 115; purchase of steam 

!\Tor~n. :'lbrlin, Iwminated 1st lieu- vessel. 120: purchas<:J of vessels cap-
trnDnt. 13fi: confirmed. 172. tured by France, 127; message, 244-

~lort~l10t!8e, Edwin. senator 1st con- 249; report on, 251-2:14; letter from 
g-res": nominated 3Ujutant general, E. Vl. Moore, 254-2S7; message, 260-
40: <'Onfirmetl, 41. 263: sa1e of, 26S, 2fi6, 268, 269, 277, 

l\IorPlnnd. ---. vote received for 2Rl. 282, 283, 316-317; condition of, 
ehief justirP. 176. 285-287. 

MnreJan(l, T. X .. vote recPived for chief KE>ighbors, Robert S., nominated 1st 
justice, 175. lieutenant. 136. 

1\lorPJ::mrl. Jo~eph, nominated notary l\'"eill. Andrew, nominated captain, 46; 
pnhlic. ll!i; confirmed. 146. confirmed. 32. 

l\·!0rgan. Geon:~:e \Y.. nominated 1st Nelson. ---, vote received for sur-
lientenant. 44; confirmed. 50; nom I- ve:ror, 179. 
natPd captain. 126: confirmed, 171. ~Plson. D. S .. nominated captain, 45; 

M0rg-~n . .Tame!':. nominated navy agent confirmed, 51. 
and <·onfirmf'rl, 127. Netherlands. treaty Wlth, 198, 199. 

1\TorgJn. J. C., nominated 2d lieuten- i\ewcomb. Thomas, nominated district 
ant. 184: confirmNl. 194. attorney, 310. 

1\Iorgan. Thomas .T., nominated bri- Xt·wlands, John A .. nominated notary 
garlP inspector. 66. public. 114: returned to president, 

.Morgan. T . .TPfferson, nominated cap- 116. 
tain, 46; confirmed, 52. Nichol, Walter A .. nominated midsbip-

M"orrill. Amos. nominatf'd notary pub- man, 138; returned to president. 
lio and confirmed, 220. 170. 

Morris. F. A .. nominated attorney gen- Kicol. See Nichol. 
era1 and confirmed, 209. Niles, J. W. J., vote received for pub-

Mcrris. John D.. nominated district lie printer, 145. 
attorney, 121, 177; confirmed, 121, Norton, James. nominated notary pub-
17~. lie, 184; confirmed, 186. 

Morris, Richard, nominated district 
judge. 205. Cchiltree, William B., nominated sec-

Morris, Robert C., mentioned, 272. retary of treasury, 308. 
Morrison, Gwynn, nominated notary O'Connell, William, nominated notary 

public. 136; confirmed, 143. public, 205. 
Morse, Charles De, nominated assist- Ogden, D. C., nominated 1st lieuten-

ant inspector general, 44; con- ant, 136; confirmed, 172, 
firmed, 50: nominated stock com- Ogden, Francis B., nominated consul, 
missioner, 140. J 258; confirmed, 267. 
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Ogden, Frederick W., nominated dis­
trict attorney, 136; confirmed, 139. 

Ogden, J. M., nominated district at­
torney, 216; confirmed, 217. 

Oliver, Robert. nominated paymaster, 
43; confirmed, 49. 

Oliver, Robert, nominated purser, 138; 
returned to president, 170. 

Oliver, William, nominated midship­
man, 138; returned to president, 
170; nominated lieutenant In navy, 
207, 226; confirmed, 227. 

O'Nelll, William, nominated 2d lieu­
tenant. 44; confirmed, 50. 

O'Shaughnessy, James, nominated 
lieutenant In navy, 137; returned to 
president, 170. 

Owen, Clark L., nominated captain, 
46: confirmed, 52: ~~enator 6th con· 
gress; mentioned. 230. 

Peebles, L. S., nominated captain, 46; 
confirmed, 52. 

Peeters, nominated 1st lieutenant, 59; 
confirmed, 60. 

Peravav. Edward, nominated consUl 
and "confirmed, 167. 

Perry, .James, nominated ca.ptaln, 59; 
confirmed, 60. 

Peters, Oliver H., nominated captain, .. 
45; confirmed, 51. 

Peterson, C. W., nominated district 
attorney, 216; confirmed, 217. 

Pettus, Edward, nominated 2d lleuten­
an t. 59; confirmed, 60. 

Peyton, Alexander G., midshipman, 
208. 

Phillips, A. H., mentioned, 300. 
Pierpont, William J. D., nominated 

midshipman, 138; returned to pres!· 

Pifl~~~- 1;~· J., nomin1ted 1st lleuten· 
ant and confirmed, 130; nominated· 

Palmer, George W., nominated 2d lieu- captain, 136; confirmed, 171. · 
tenant and confirmed, 130. Pilsbury, TimothY, ••nator 6til and 

Palmer, William H.. nominated dis- 9th congresses; resigned, 204. · 
trict attorney. 306; confirm eel, 309. Pinson Joseph, nominated notary pub-

Palmerston. Lord, on peace between lie ,;nd confirmed, 309. 
Texas and Mexico, 163, 164; men- Plummer, Joseph E .. nominated col­
tioned, 197. lector of customs, 173; confirmed, 

Park, Moses, nominated notary pub- 114. 
lie, 282; confirmed, 284. norket. Mentioned, 107. 

Parker, Gustavus A., senator 8th con- roe, George W., nominated stock com-

Pa~~e:;· G. H., midshipman, 208_ missioner, 1 H; returned to presi­

Parl<er, Isaac, senator 8th and 9th Po~~~:: ~1illam M .. vote received for 
congressee. district judge, 114. 

Parker, J. W. C .. nominated midship- Postell, .r. N .. midshipman, 208. 
man. 139; returned to president, Postell, W. R., nominated lieutenant 

Palr7~~r. Mathew, nominated chief jus- in navy, 137; returned to president, 

tloe and confirmed, 34. p01t;~~- H. N., mentioned, 269. 
P&rmer, Martin, nominated chief Jus- Petter. Reuben M., nominated coi-

Pa~l:.":..l:~ses. nominated consul, 192; ~~~tor of customs, 205; confirmed, 

confirmed. 193. Potter, Robert, senator 5th and 6th 
Patterson, William H .. nominated no- congresses; deceased, 204. 

tarv public. 282; tabled, 284, 299. ~ratt. Thomas. nominated capta.ln, 44; 
Pattillo, George A .. nominated notary confirmed, 50. 

public, 136; confirmed, 139; sena· Price. J. J .. nominated 1st lieutenant, 
tor 7th. 8th and 9th congresses; 46: confirmed, 52. 
mentioned, 302. Promissory notes, secret joint resolu-

Patton, Robert, nominated 2d !lenten· tlon. 316. 
ant, 1R4; confirmed, 194. Pulsifer, Joseph P., nominated col-

Patton. Wi11iam H .. accompanied San- lector of customs, 184; conllrmed, 
ta Anna to Washington, 28; nom!- 187. 
nated quartermast~r general, 43; Pvron. D. Y .. nominated captain, 46; 
confirmed. 49; mentioned, 95. "confirmed, 52. • 

Pavn, B. Owen, nominated captain. 
231; confirmed. 232. Qulnan. George, nominated district at-

Pearson . .T. G. W., nominated captain. torney, 310. 
59· reJected. 60. 

Peas'e. E. M., nominated comptroller 
and confirmed. 93; resigned. 100. 

Peck, Barton. nominated captain, 45; 
confirmed, 51. 

Rnbh. Andrew, nominated chief ,_ 
tlce and confirmed, 34. 

Radclllr, Augustus W., nominated con· 
sui, 177; confirmed, 178. 
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Ragsdale, Robert, nominated 2d lieu- Roberts, Samuel A .. nominated notary 
tenant, 59~ confirmE-d, 60. public and confirmed, 129; nomi-

Rains, Emory, senator 2d and 3d con- nated secretary of state, 205; con-
gresses. firmed, :no; mentioned, 206. 

Ramsey, A., nominated surgeon and Roberts, Willis. nominated collector 
confirmed, 31. of customs, 119; confirmed, 120; re-

Randall, L., senator 6th and 7th moved, 141. 
congresses. Robertson, Arthur, secretary of sen-

Rassignol, Charles, navy agent, 253. ate, 10, 70. 
Hatcliff, Edward S., nominated 2d Robertson, J. B., nominated captain, 

lieutenant. 184; rej!:'cted, 194. 46; confirmed, 52. 
Rate. Lachlan l\L, nominated consul Robertson, Sterling C., senator 1st 

general, 232; confirmed, 267; men- and 2d congresses. 
tioned, 260. Rcbinson, George W., nominated 2d 

Ravis, James B., nominated 1st lieu- lieutenant, 59; confirmed, 60. 
tenant, 184; confirmed, 189. Robinson, Joel, nomiuated 1st lieu-

Raymond, Charles H .. nominated sec- tenant, 30; confirmed, 31. 
retary of legation, 232; confirmed, Rodgers, J. H. D., nominated colonel, 
267. 46; rejected, 5~. 

Raymond. James H .. mentioned, 268, Rodriguez, Ambrozio, nominated 2d 
285, 298, 300, 301. lieutenant, 44; confirmed, 50. 

Rf'ad. Ezra. nominatc>d surgeon, 43; Roman. Richard, senator 9th congress. 
eonfirmed, 49. Rose, Robert, nominated notary pub-

Redd. \Villiam D .. nominated captain lie. 205; confirmed, 210. 
and confirmed, 130. Ross, David, nominated captain, 214; 

Redfield, \~rilliam. nominated 2d lieu- confirmed, 216. 
tenant. 45, 130; confirmed, 51, 130; Rowe, Judson A., nominated midship-
duel, 99. man. laS: returned to president, 

Redmond, Henry, nominated collector 170. 
of customs, 282; inquiry concern- Rexburg, John, nominated consul, 258; 
in g. 285; rejected, 299. confirmed, 267. 

Reeves, .James B .. nominated 2d lieu- R1.1gely. John, senator 7th and 8th 
tenant, 411; confirmed, 51. . . congresses. 

Reid . .John R., nominated district at- Ruiz. Francisco. senator 1st congress. 
torney, 136. 177; confirmed, 139, Rusl~. Thomas J .. nominated secre-
178. tary of war, 15; confirmed, 17; nom-

Reily. Jame-s, nominated loan commis· inated chief justice of the Repub-
sioner, 129: confirmed, 130; nomi· lie, 116; mentioned, 78, 79, 80. 
nated district attorney, 177; with- Russell, William J., senator 2d con· 
drawn. 179; nominated minister to gress. 
United States. 211; withdrawn, 213; 
nominated charge d'affaires and Sample, David, nominated boundary 
ronfirmed, 213; resigned, 227; negD- commissioner, 135; rejected, 140. 
tiated treaty with United States. St. John. ---, mentioned, 255. 
235. 243: nominated charge d'af-1 Ran Antonio. schoot:':er, mentioned, 
faires. 306; rejected, 311. 246, 252. 253, 256, 264. 

Richardson, ---, mentioned, 64. San Bernard, schooner, mentioned, 
Richardson, Ben, nominated notary 207, 253. 256.' 261. 263. 264, 266, 316. 

public. 306. Sanchez, Lewis, mentioned, 79, 293. 
Richardson, Lewis. nominated 2d lieu- San Jacinto, mentioned, 264. 

tenant, 45; confirmed, 51. Santa Anna, Antonio Lopez de, men-
Richardson. Willard, nominated notary tioned, 11, 12, 13, 14, 17, 19, 20, 21, 

public, 195. 23, 28, 152, 153. 
Ricard, John. nominated district at- Santa Fe prisoners, mentioned, 268, 

torney and confirmed, 33; left 287. 
Texas. 94. Sargeant, Edward W.. nominated 2d 

Robbins, Nathaniel, nominated com· lieutenant. 47; confirmed, 53. 
missioner to treat w1th Indians, 19; Saunders, Eldridge G., nominated 1st 
confirmed, 20. · lieutenant. 45; confirmed, 55. 

Roberts, 0. M., nominated district at- Saunders, Robert G.. nominated 1st 
torney and confirmed, 301. lieutenant, 45; confirmed, 55. 

Roberts, Reuben, nominated 2d lieu- Scallorn, J. W., vote received for sur· 
tenant, 184; confirmed, 194. veyor. 177. 

Roberts, Reuben M., nominated 1st Schoolfield, ---, vote received for 
lieutenant, 208. surveyor, 179. 
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Scott, A. H., nominated 2d lieutenant, 
136; confirmed, 172~ 

Scott, George W., nominated notary 
public, 216; confirmed, 219. 

Scott, John, vote received for district 
attorney, 144. · 

Scott, J. W., nominated pay master, 
43; confirmed, 49. 

Scott, Robert R., nominated 1st lieu­
tenant, 184; confirmed, 194. 

Scott, William R., nominated chief 
justice, 101; confirmed, 105. 

Scurry, Richardson, secretary of sen­
ate, 10; nominated district attorney 
and confirmed, 33; vote received for 
district judge, 174; mentioned, 317. 

Scurry, William B., nominated dis· 
trict attorney and confirmed, 202. 

Seeger, William, nominated lieuten­
ant In navy, 207, 226; confirmed, 
227; mentioned, 256. 

Seguin, Erasmo, nominated chief jus­
tice and confirmed, 86; vote re-­
ceived, 176. 

Seguin, Juan N., nominated lieuten­
ant colonel, 44; confirmed, 50; sen· 
ator 2d, 3d and 4th congresses. 

Sf'vey, Mannasseh, nominated lieuten· 
ant or engineers, 44; confirmed, 50; 
mentioned, 85. 

S<vey, R. E., nominated 2d lieuten­
ant, 45; confirmed, 51. 

Sevey, Theodore, nominated 1st lieu· 
tenant, 184; confirmed, 189. 

Sharp, Azel, nominated 1st lieutenant, 
46; confirmed, 52. 

Sharpe, John, nominated notary pub­
lic, 114, 121; returned to president, 
116; confirmed, 121. 

Shaw, Charles B., master, 208. 
Shaw. James, interpreter, 293. 
Shaw, James, senator 6th, 7th and 8th 

congresses. 
Shaw. James B., nominated comp­

troller, 184, 231, 308; confirmed, 
186, 232. 

Shelby, A. B., vote received for dis­
trict judge, 144, 

Shelton, W. D., nominated notary pub­
lic and confirmed, 220. 

Shepard, Seth. mentl~ned, 113, 
Shepard, William M., nominated sur­

g<>on, 43; confirmed, 49; letter to S. 
R. Fisher, 81; nominated secretary 
of navy and confirmed, 93. 

Shepherd, ---, mentioned, 190. 
Shipley, S. S., nominated lieutenant 

In navy, 137; returned to president, 
170. 

Short, M. H.. nominated quartermas­
ter, 43; rejected. 56. 

Simmons, James W., nominated comp­
troller and confirmed, 127; nomi­
nated treasurer, 184; confirmed, 190; 
&"one to United States, 206. 

Simpson, John S., vote received for 
chief justice, 176. 

Skerritt, M. B., nominated 1st lieuten­
ant, 44; confirmed, 60; nominated 
captain, 136; rejected, 169; con­
firmed, 170. 

Smith, Ashbel, nominated surgeon 
general and confirmed, 54: nomt· 
nated charg6 d'alralres and con­
firmed, 220; mentioned, 251. 

Smith, Edward, nominated 2d lieuten­
ant, 47; confirmed, 63. 

Smith, Eugene T., nominated captain, 
45; confirmed, 61. 

Smith, Fenwick, midshipman, 208. 
Smith, Francis G., nominated consul, 

192; confirmed, 193. 
Smith, Henry, nominated secretary of 

treasury, 15; confirmed, 17. 
Smith, James W., vote received for 

chief justice, 176. 
Smith, John W., nominated notary 

pu bile, 205; confirmed, 209; senator 
7th, 8th and 9th congresses; · d&­
ceased, 304. 

Smith, Nathan, nominated naval stor&­
keeper, 139; returned to president, 
170. 

Smith, Niles F., nominated comml• 
sioner and confirmed, 32; noml· 
nated collector of customs and con­
firmed. 220; nominated notary pub­
lic. 282, 307; confirmed, 298, 307. 

Smith N. Winter, nominated colonel 
of engineers, 40; confirmed, U. 

Smith, Walter, nominated consul, 135; 
confirmed, 139. 

Smith, William H., nominated major 
and confirmed, 31. 

Smith, William R., nominated sur­
geon general, 136; confirmed, 170. 

Smyth, George W., nominated sur­
veror to run boundary, 135; con­

"firmed, 142; nominated boundary 
commissioner, 184; confirmed, 186. 

Snell, M. K., nominated captain, 45; 
confirmed, 55. 

Snively, Jacob, nominated pay master 
general, 43; confirmed, 49; nom!· 
nated pay master general, 136; con· 
firmed. 170; mentioned, 98, 99. 

Snow, Charles B .. nominated midship­
man, 138; returned to president, 
170; nominated lieutenant in navy, 
226; confirmed, 227. 

Snowe, Thomas, nominated collll121, 
282: confirmed, 283. 

Somervell. Alexander, senator 1st anc! 
2d congresses; nominated colleetor 
of customs. 231; confirmed, 232. 

Somervell, James, nominated notary 
public and confirmed, 307. 

Somerville, Charles, nominatec! lie! 
lieutenant, 46; conftnned, 51. 

Stanley, Fabrlus, nominated lleata· 
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ant in navy, 137; r;<;lturned to presi­
dent, 170. 

Starr, James H., nominated secretary 
ol treasury, 135; confirmed, 148. 

Steele, Jack, mentioned, 38, 39. 
Stephens, J. F., nominated purser, 

138, 208, 226; returned to president, 
~~~: confirmed, 227; mentioned, 257, 

Sterne, Adolphus, nominated commis­
sioner to treat with Indians, 20; re­
jected, 21; nominated notary pub­
~~· 306; confirmed, 307; sl<etch of, 

81 ewart, Charles, nominated 1st lieu­
tenant, 45; confirmed, 51. 

Stewart. Charles B., nominated no­
tary public, 205; confirmed, 209. 

Stewart, John Graham, nominated 
consul, 258; confirmed, 267 .. 

Stewart, Thomas, nominated collector 
of customs, 48; rejected, 49. 

Sticlmey, E. Lawrence, nominated 
commissioner of revenue, 184; con­
firmed. 189. 

Stiles, 'William K., nominated commis­
sary of subsistence, 55; confirmed, 
56. 

Still, William G .. nominated 2d lieu· 
tenant, 44; confirmed 50. 

Stoneall, ---, nominated midship­
man, 139; returned to president, 
170. 

Stricldand, David, norr..inated 2d lieu­
tenant. 30: confirmed, 31. 

Strickland, James. nominated 2d lieu-
1enant and confirmed. 60. 

Stroud, Benoni, senator 3d, 4th and 
5th congresses. 

Sturges, B. B., nominated pay master, 
136; confirmed. 169. 

Sublett, Henry Vil., nominated district 
attorney, 216; confirmed. 219. 

Sudduth. H. W.. nominated notary 
puhlic, 136; confii'med, 139; men· 
tloned, 210. 

SulliYan. James s .. nominated notary 
public and confirmed, 220. 

Sutton, J. S., nominated 2d lieutenant 
and confirmed, 130. 

Swaim, John D., nominated collector 
of customs, H6; confirmed. 148. 

Swartwout. Samuel, nominated navy 
agent, 88; withdrawn. 89. 92. 

Swisher, J. M., nominated 1st lieuten~ 
ant. 208. 

Swisher, Milton. nominated 1st lieu· 
tenant, !i9; confirmed, 60. 

Switzer, Alonzo B., nominated lieu~ 
tenant colonel. 46; confirmed, 55. 

'l'arn!ey, 0., nominated notary public; 
168. 

Tarrant. E. H., commissioner to treat 
with Indians, 292, 293. 

Taylor, Charles S., nominated chief 
justice and confirmed, 34; nomi­
nated boundary commissioner, 113; 
returned to president, 116; nomi­
nated district attorney, 136; re­
jected, 143, 144. 

Taylor, .T. 1\L, nominated 2d lieuten­
ant and confirmed, 60. 

Taylor, John W., confirmed lieutenant 
In navy, 27. 

Taylor, Samuel G., nominated consul, 
205; confirmed, 209. 

Taylor, Tbruston 1\f., nominated lieu­
tenant in navy, 137, 207; returned 
to president, 170. 

Tc::.ylor. William P. B.. confirmed post 
captain, 27. 

'l'ennison, William A., nominated mid­
shipman, 138; returlled to president, 
170; nominated lieutenant in navy, 
207. 226; confirmed, 227. 

Terrell, George W., nominated secre· 
tary of state and confirmed, 200; 
nominated attorney general, 211; 
confirmed, 212; negotiated treaty 
with Indians, 292, 293; nominated 
charg~ d'affaires. 306; rejected, 311. 

Terrible, mentioned, 29. 
Thomaston, William, nominated 1st 

lieutenant and confi:-med, 60. 
Thompson, Algernon, mentioned, 134, 

135. 
Thompson, Edward, nominated 1st 

lieutenant, 136: confirmed. 172. 
Thompson, Henry L., confirmed mas· 

ter commandant, 27. 
Thompson. H. M .. nominated 1st lieu· 

tenant. 46: confirmed. 52. 
Thompson, Hiram, nominated 1st lieu­

tenant, 59; confirmed, 60. 
Thompson, Napoleon B., nominated 

district attorney, 107; confirmed, 
108. 

Thompson, Waddy, repayment of 
money advanced to Santa Fe prls· 
oners. 268. 

"l'bruston. A. S., nominated commis­
sary general of purchases, 44; con­
firmed, 50; nominated quarter mas­
ter general, 109; nominated attor· 
ney general, 113; returned to pres!· 
dent, 116. 

Th)'nne. Arthur. nominated 2d lieu· 
tenant, 44: confirmed, 50. 

Tlnslev, J. W., nominated major, 44; 
confirmed, 50. 

Titcomb, John R., nominated midship· 
man, 138; returned to president, 
170. 

Titus, James, senator 6th and 7th con· 
~resses. 

TobY, Thomas, nominated consul, 114; 
returned to president, 116. 

Tod; John G., nominated commander, 
137; returned to president, 170. 
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Tclet. Daniel J.. nominated notary 
public and conflrmeo:l, 121, 267; nom­
Inated chief justice, 135; vote re­
ceived, 176. 

Tompkins. A. M., nominated district 
attorney and confirmed, 33. 

Tonkaways, treaty with, 102; ratified, 
105. 

Townsend, Nathaniel, mentioned, 126. 
Treat, James, secret agent to Mexico, 

149; Instructions, 156-159; men­
tioned, 185. 

Treaty with Santa Anna, mentioned, 
13. 14, 152, 153; Cherokees, 36-40; 
Tonka ways, 103; Great Britain, 195, 
196, 197; Netherlands. 198; Bel­
glum, project lor, 221; Upited 
States, 234-243; Indians at Bird's 
Fort, 288-293; Hanseatic republics. 
305; Indians at Tehuacana creek, 
306. 

Tucker, Edmund, nominated surgeon, 
136; confirmed, 170. 

Turner. Amasa, nominated colonel, 
45; conflrmt•d, 51. 

Turner. John, nominated chief justice 
and confirmed, 34. 

l'nderhlli. Charles B.. nominated mid­
shipman. 138; return~d to president, 
170. 

Underwood, Ammon, nominated no~ 
tary public. 216; withdrawn. 217. 

l'nderwood, Warner L., nominated 
district attorney, 92. 

United States, convention to settle 
claims. 106; convention of limits. 
110; treatv. 233; ratified, 244, re­
called. 2S9; resubmitted. 276; 
amended and ratified. 277. 

11rrea, mentioned, 63. 
l'sher. Patrick. nominated chief jus­

tice and confirmed, 34. 

\'an Ben Tbnysen. A. B.. nominated 
1st lieutenant, fi9; cPnflrmed, 60. 

Van Derlip. David C .. nominated dis· 
trlct attorney, 282; tablea. 284. 299. 

Van Ness. Cornelius. nominated dis­
t rlct attorney and confirmed, 94; 
recommender, 94, 95. 

Vanden Bero:h. Maxlmillen, nominated 
consul. 282; confirmed. 283. 

Yan Soelen, Baron Verstolk, men­
tioned. 198. 

Van Zandt, Isaac. nominated charg~ 
d'affaires and conllrmed, 227; men­
tioned. 295. 

VRUI!:hn. A. P .. nominated notary pub-
lic. 306; reJected, 307. . 

Yeatoh. John A.. nominated notary 
public. 306; eonflrn1ed, 307. 

Yeateh. T. F., nominated 2d lieuten­
ant, 47; conllrmed, 53. 

Wade, J. H., nominated 1st lieutenant, 
30; eonllrmed, 31. 

Wadhams, Willard, nominated chief 
justice, 135. 

Walle. Alfred A .. nominated midship­
man, 138; returned to president, 
170; nominated lieutenant In navy, 
207, 226; confirmed, 227. 

Walk. Alfred, nominated midshipman, 
139; returned to president, 170. 

Walker, Claborne, nominated 1st lieu­
tenant and confirmed, 60. 

Walker, ltidder, nominated chief jus­
tice, 168; vote received, 175. 

Walker Robert, nomiD!Ited notary pub­
lic and confirmed, 309. 

Walker. Shea, nominated 1st lleuten· 
ant, 59: confirmed, 60. 

Waller, Edwin, nominated postmaster 
general. 146; confirmed 147. · 

Waples; Joseph, nominated notary 
public. 210; mentioned, 2011o 

·ward, Frederick C., nomlnlfted lieu· 
tenant In navy, 137; returned to 
president, 170. 

Ward. Thomas w .. • nominated notary 
public, 184; confirmed, 186; nomf­
nate<l. commissioner of general land 
omce. 190. 281; confirmed. 191, 283. 

Ward. William. mentioned, 272. 
Ware, Orlando. nominated midship­

man. 138; returned to president, 
170. 

Watkins. Jesse, mentioned, 78, 79. 
Watrous. John C., nominated attorney 

general. 117; confirmed, 118. 
Watson. Robert H.. nominated su .. 

geon and withdrawn, 93. 
Watts. H. 0.. nominated collector of 

rustoms and confirmed. 129. 
Watts. H. W .. nominated collector of 

w:~~~~':';~a~~4 ~r~~~?:m~~.' ~!;,lnate4 
notarv public and confirmed, 221. 

Webb, Francis B., nominated midship­
man. 138; returned to president. 
170. • 

Webb. James. nominatP.d attorney gen­
eral. 135: conflrm•d. · 139; senator 
6th. 7th and 8th congresses, men·· 
tloned, 155, 207, 230. 

W•hster. Daniel, mentioned. 235, 243. 
Weihl. J .. nominated 1st lieutenant, 

136; confirmed, 172. 
Weir, R. L .. vo,te received for public 

orlnter. 145. 
Wells, Francis T., nominated purser, 

138. 207. 226; returned to president. 
170; conllrmed, 227: mentioned, 257. 

Wells. Lyoander, nominated lleuteD­
ant colonel, 44; confirmed. 50: nom· 

' lnated colonel, 114, 136; returned to 
president, 116; mentioned. 47. 

Welschmeyer, John G .. nominated 2t 
auditor, 93, 127: eonllrmed, 15, 127. 
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\\'eihered. See Weathf.•rhead. Williams. \Villiam l\I., nominated dis­
\\'ennouth, D. F., nominated commis· . trict. attorney, 177; confirmed, 178. 

sary gpneral of ;;;ul.Jsistence 44· \\'illiamson. R. l\I., vcte received for 
confirmed, 50. ' ' public printer, 1-l:J; senator 8th 

Wharton . .John A., nominated chief eongress; unseated. 280. 
jus1 ice of the RE>pub!ic. J lG. \Villiamson. \Villiaru S.. nominated 

\Vharton. "'illiam H .. senator 1st, 2d lieutenant in navy, 137; returned to 
and :~d congresses; resigned, 70; president, 170. 
nominated minister to United~ "'illis. John, nominated consul, 113; 
States, 2:~; confirmed, 24; return returned to president, 116. 
home, 58. \Vilson. Robert, senator 1st, 2d and 3d 

l\"110rton, brig, men:ioned, 252-257, congrE>sses; arrested, 120. 
]Jussim, 26:~. 265, 26G, 2S6, :ntl. 'Vinchell. J. H., nominated notary pub-

Wheelr~l' . .James .M., nominated mid- lie, 145; confirmed. 146. 
shipman. 1:~9; returned to presi-l "roodhouse, I\L P., nominated 1st lleu-
dent. 110. tenant. 45; confirmed, 51. 

1\'heelel', H. T., nominated district at-~ "-"oodland, Charles H .. nominated sai~-
torney, :H6; eonfirmed. 217. in!t master, 138; returned to presx-

'Vheelwright, George, confirmed mas- dent, 170. 
ter commandant, 27; nominated '\Voodward, John. nominated consul 
commander, 137; returned to presi- general and confirmed, 31. 
dent. 1]0. '\\'ooldridge, .John R., midshipman, 

\\'hitain"F. F'. A., nominated assistant 208. 
sur~eon, 4-1: confirmed, 50; nomi- \l!ren, Nicholas, nominated 2d Iieu-
nated surgeon, 184; confirmed. 189. tenant. 30; confirmed, 31. " 

Whiting, Samuel. vute received for \Vright. A. S., secret agent to 1\fex- \ 
public printer, 14!1. ico, 185. 

\Vicht, .Joseph. nominated captain, 46; \Vright, Francis B., confirmed lieuten-
confirmed, 32. ant. in navy, 27~ nominated lieuten-

'\Viedeman, Edward, P.ominated assist- ant in navy, 137; returned to presl-
ant surgeon, 184: (Ollfirmed, 193. dent, 170. 

\Vigginton, H. R. A., nominated colo- V/right. George W., senator 9th can-
nel, 46: confirmed, Gl. gress. 

"Nilber, Daniel C .. nominated mid- '\Vrigl1t . .T. F' .. nominated captain, 46; 
shipman. J38: returned to president, confirmed, 52. 
]70; nominated m:\ster. 208; nomi- ·wyatt, P. S .. nominated major, 128; 
nated lieutenant in navy, 226; con- confirmed, 129. 
firmed, 227. \Vyche, William P., nominated chief 

'\·\"iJl'i:erson, .Tame::; A., nominated cap- justice, f35. 
tain, fifl: confirmed, 60. 

'\rilldns. Robert. nominated 1st lieu­
tenant, 46; confirmed. 52. 

\\~illiarns, C. Arthur, mentioned, 113. 
VVilliams. Henry H .. nominated con­

sul, ] 07; confirmed, 1 OR, 
Williams. Joseph C., nominated cap.. 

tain and confirmed, 29. 
V\.1 illiams. L., mentiotted, 292. 
Williams. Robert L .. nominated ·no­

tary public, 306. 
Vi'illiams. Samuel M., nominated loan 

commissioner, 110; rejected, 115. 

Yates. A . .T., nominated loan commis­
sioner, 25; confirmed, 27. 

Yeung. Philip, nominated 1st lieuten­
ant, 46: confi-rmed, 52. 

Yf,ung. William C., nominated district 
attornev and confirmed, 301. 

Yucatan. 'mentioned, 208, 245 246, 248, 
251, 252, 253, 256, 237, 263, 270, 286. 

7avala, Lorenzo de, mentioned. 10. 
Zavala, steamship, mentioned, 2~8. 

253. 265, 266, 316. 
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