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FIRST DAY.

House of Representatives,
Austin, April 16, 1887.

In obedience to the proclamation of
His Excellency, L. 8. Ross, Governor
of Texas, bearing date 81st of March,
A. D., 1888, convening the Twentieth
Legislature, in special session, at Aus-

tin, the Capital of the State, on this, .

the 16th day of April, 1888, the House
of Representatives was called to order
at 12 o'clock m. by the Speaker, Hon.
@Geo. C. Pendleton.

11, 1886.

The chair then announced that the
first businese before the House was the
election of a Bpeaker, and that nomi-
nations for that position werein order.

Hon. J. N. Browning,.- of Wheeler.
%o;lllinated Hon. Geo. C. Pendleton, of

e - .

The nomination was seconded by
Hon. A G Cawmp, of Limestone, and
Hou. J. M. Strong, of Dallas.

The chair announced the following
tellers:

The Honorable Messrs. J. N. Brown-
ing, of Wheeler; F, P. Alexander, of
Hunit, and 8. P. Mills, of Me¢Lennan,
und directed the acting pages to take
up the ballots,

TUpon casting up the ballots, it ap-
peared that the

Hon. Geo. C. Pendleton had received
103 votes.

Whereupon the chair announced
that the Hon. Geo. C. Pendleton hav.
ing received all the votes cast, was
duly and constitutionally elected
Speaker of the House of Representa-
tives of the Twentieth Legislature of
the State of Texas, and thereupon ap-
pointed the Honorable Messrs. Camp
and Strong p committee to escort him
to the stand:

* The elerk administerad the oath of
office to Mr. Peundleton, after which
the Hon. Mr. Baines introduced him to
the House.

Mr. Pendleton, upon taking the
chair, addressed the House as follows:
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Gentlemen of ths House of Repre-
sentatives—I thank you sincerely for
the high complimeut you bave paid me
in selecting me by your unanimous
voice to preside over your delibera-
tions. I realize fully the gravity of the
trust with which T have been honored.
and shall endeavor by a faithful and
conscientious attention to every Jduty
to merit and retain your confidence
and esteem. Having but limited ex-
perience as a presiding officer, I shall
often have occasion to ask the advice
and assistance of those members more
intimate with the rules of parliainent-
ary procedure than myself, and at the
same time shall hope to enjoy the pa-
tience and friendly forbearance of all.
In my opiuvion, gentlemen, this will be
one of the most important legislative
sessions ever held in the State.

Many grave problems require atten-
tion and demand solution. 1 hopeand
believe that youn will approach them in
a sgirit of patriotism, of compromise
and of conciliation; and that actuated
by an unselfish desire to promote the
best interests of the people, your de-
liberations may teud to advance the
welfare of all the people, without regard
to race or party. and that on your re-
tarn to your homes you may deserve
and receive from your constituency the
laudations due to those who have faith
fully discharged a public trust. :




