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ELECTION OF SPEAKER.

The chair announced the first busi-
- ness belore the house to be the .eleo-
tion of a speaker, whereupon

Mr. McKinney, of Walk:r, nomin-
ated Hon. Jawmes N. Browuing, of
Donley county. .

M4{. Brown, of Grayson, nominated
Hon. Robert T. Miluer, of Rusk
county.

The nomination of Mr. Browning
was seconded by Messrs. Swayne,
Kiong ot Beil and S8wan. -

The nomivationy of Mr. Miluer was
secouded by Messrs. Derden, Gossott
and Truitt. ‘

Mr, Baker moved that the nomina-
tious be closed. - ;

The wmotion prevailed.

The chair appointed as tellers
Mexsrs. Martin of Sowervell, Crowley,
Murrell and Rogan of Brown.

Mr. Moody moved that the tellers
take up the ballots.

'The motion prevailed.

Upon casting up the ballot for the
speaker, it appeared that

Mr. Milner received 53 votes.

Mr. Browning received 50 votes.

Mr. Milner haviug reccived a ma-
jority of all the votes cnst was de-
clared legally and ennstitutionally |
elected speaker of the Houss;of Repre—~
sentatives of the Twenty-Secoud leg-
isiature, '

The chair appointed Messrs. Wurz-
bach aud Baker to escort the speaker
!elfcc to the chair, and the clerk «d-
winistered to him the oath of office. .

Mr. Milner address:d the house as
follows:

Gentlewen of the House of Represen-

tatives:

In repairing to the post you have
. assigned e and before eniering upon
ithe duties of the same, I desire to
expre-s to you my profound thanks,

do distinguished a mark of confi-
dence, *)roceeding from au intelligent
body like this, under any ecircum-
stances would have commanded m¥
gratitude aud devotion. but siuce
have bren ehosen over a gentleman
whom to kuow is to hounor aud esteem,
I teel that the disuiuction and its
responsivilities are thereby pre-
emiuently enhanced, ‘and from this
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recognition of your Purtiality I derive
« gratification which language is
inadequate to express. and which
those who have done all they could do
to merit the confidence of their
associate: can alone feel.

I think 1 comprehend a just esti-
mate of the importance of rthe trust,
and know something of its extent and
-duries. yet I aru ruly couseious of 1wy
deficiency, and wero I not animated
by the fuith I bave in your
indulgence. and the assurance of
your easruest co-operation, I would
shrink frow a performance of its duties
and the burden of its respounsibilities

While despotisn—that arch fiend of
civil libsriy—has no advocates hero
seeking tho establishmeut of danger-
ous precedents, yet in view of the
autocratic and revolutiovary inethods
adopted only last year by oue branch
of the natioual cougress, and enfurced
over the solemn protest of the consti-
tation aud the spirit uf a Republican
governmeut, it is propitious that we,
to luy, as the represen atives of a state
which - coustitutes une-tenth of the
territory of this entire uuion. and
which riolds within her borders one-
twenrieth of the popultion of the
republie, renew our devotion to the
priuciples of right and justice, which
alone will maintain our systemn of tree
government in its purity. and transm.t
it uuiwpaired to posterity. )

1 belteve with Jeflerson. the greatest
advocate-of popular government, that
the will of the majority in all cases
should prevail. But in the sawe
sentence in which he laid down this
wise axiom, he declared that we should
at ull tiwmes bear in miud the sacred
prineiple that that will, to be
rigntful, mu-t be reasonahle; that
the minority possess their equuf right,
which equal law wust protect, and
which to vio'ate is oppression.

Whils we are ths expouents of apo-
litical majority that 18 imperious in
nuinbers, yet with a patriotismn en-
lighteued and invigorated by experi-
euce, and with a magnavuuiry
of soul characteristic of all lovers
of liverty, we should guarantee
to every man elecied to this House.
of whatever political school, that
freedomn of spwech for which the
blood of our heroes was spilt aud 10
which the wisdom of our sages was
dedicated, and without whien ouar
Demueratie institutions would totter
and fall to pieces.

Texns is larger than any partisan
majority, and the patriotisn of her

masses {8 not inferior to nor mors
seltish than the patriotismm of he
wisest and 'moblest. sons. Hence
Texas does not ouly expee
every maun armed with a public trust
to perform his duty, but under ow
benigu institutions she has a very em-

‘phatic way of eomypeiling him to do it

or to séek refuge beneath a well-shel-
tered private hfe. Were it otherwive,
& solicitude for the public weal +hould
prompt us to a coucieutions and taith-
tul perforinunce ot our official duties.
. He who sits iu this hall a8 a legisia-
tor, occupies & position franght with
responsibilitie« as onerons and sacred
as are enjvined upou any other publie
servant, aud uone but a traitor would
disregard that trust or prostitute it to
sinister ends.

We are entering upon the delibera-
tions of a sesrion involving grave and
iutriente questions, A wise, just and
practical soluiiou of them should be
our high-st aim. Let us, therefors,
euter upon the dissharge of oar wurk
here with that prudence and sincere
devotion to principle and patriotism
which have eharacterized the wisest
aud best men who have gon» before
us, and wh:ch will ehallenge the legiti-
mate adwiration of just avnd fair-
winded men everywhere. Let us
meet ali questions in & spirit worthy
tue councils of a 3tate which is larve
euouyxh and rich enough to furuish
homes for every hmmau being vow
living in the union, and still have
room where wauderers from atar may
cowe and breathe the air of liberty.

Tha.king you ag.in, gentlemeu, for
the partiality you have shown me,; 1
pledge yoa wy imp srtislity in presid-
ug over your deliberations.



