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ELECTION OF SPEAKER.

General Davidson then stated that
the roll cail showing s quorum pregent,
the next business in order was the
election of a speaker, .

The following were appointed to act
as tellers:

To collect the ballots—Messrs. Al-
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derdice, Holmes, Blanton and Blalock
of Wood.

To count the ballots—Messrs. Von
Rosgenberg, Timon, Gafford and Crisp.

Nominations for speaker being in
order, Hon. H. P. Brelsford cf East-
land county nominated Hon. F. W.
Seabury of Starr county, and in mak-
ing the nomination said:

Mr. Attorney General and Members-
elect of the Twenty-ninth Legisla-
ture:

It is undoubtedly fortunate for the
gentleman whose name I am to sug-
gest to you today for Speaker of this
body, that in advance of this convoca-
tion the unanimous voice of the mem-
bership of this Legislature has se-
lected him for the place without oppo-
sition from others, as well as without
solicitation from himself.

Relying upon the apparen! unan-
imity with which the members of this
Legislature have decided upon their
Speaker, his friends, have thqught it
safe to entrust to me the privilege of
giving formal expression to your
unanimous and predetermined choice.

Were it otherwise than a perfunc-
tory office I doubt that the honor
would have been given to me, because
experience has shown that I have been
remarkably successful in preaching,
unwittingly, funeral orationg over the
bolitical aspirations of my friends.

I realize, then, that it is through no
special fitness of mine that this honor
is accorded to me, but rather was it
to demonstrate for the benefit of my
children and children’s children that -}
am able to nominate a c¢andidate for
an office without inevitably achfeving
his defeat—at least, when that candi-
date has no opposition.

Gentlemen of the Legislature, the
circumstances that surround this
nomination are remarkable and
unique, at least In recent legislative
history. For the first time in many
years the Speaker of this House wil}
have been chosen without the heat
and clamor and confusion of a contest.
To accomplish this resul! no patron-
age has been promised, no pledges
made, no places bartered for support,
and I am sure,that the citizens of
Texas are hopeful that the harmony,
unanimity and conservatism  that
marks this first legislative act of ours,
will be an augury of this body's fu-
ture course.

To make the laws of this great com-
monwealth {8 & trust of grave respon-
sibility.

It is well for us to realize that upon
the proper discharge of this trust de-
pends to the farthest extent the weal
or woe of Texas.

The happiness and proseprity and
contentment of nearly four millions ot
people depend upon the good laws tha.

this Legislature enacts, as we
upon the firmness and sound judgf
with which it refuses to experig
with ill-considered innovations; °
too eagerly . grasping for the
thereby release its hold upon thel
and tried and safe in legislation

Present conditions do not de )
will not permit, legislative convulg

now greater than any other State;?
banks and trust companies wh
vaults are teeming with dbllars
borrowed frdj the North and
but the savings of a prosperous -
ple; all of these great factors in
prosperity of Grand New Texas, &
to us o message set to the new m
of whirling looms and spindles, §
ringing hammers, and the clany
machinery of new factories—and
message is “Let us have peace.”

A prosperous people is a consery
tive people, and when Texas struc
balance sheet at the end of the y;
just gone her people found reason
exultation. ]

No one who has lived in Texas Id
enough to become acclimated
doubted the almost illimitable wes
of her resources or has failed to ng
ithe steady and resistless trend towa
her destiny as queen_regent in §
imperial sisterhood of states.

It is only recently, however, that a
cousins of the old states have beg]
to appreciate the truth of this.

In late years the good people
the north and east have begun to ref
ize that the “norther” is not typiq
Texas weather, but oniy a vagrant cg
wind escaped from its native heath.
the Dakotas and Nebraska, soon tam
by the warmth of a Texas sun a
mollified by the soft breezes from t}
gulf; begun to know that spurs as b
as bucket lids were not worn in
boudoirs of the capital city, and th
bowie knives and sixshooters were nf
distinguishing characteristics of
T'exas gentleman’s costume.

But a few weeks since at stately o]
St. Louis there closed perhaps
greatest pageant of history. Froj
every nook and cranny of the ear
had been gathered there the highel
types of industry and art and t§
wealth of orcharg, field and factory.

The old world sent richly freightd
argosies to the new with the accum
lated treasuries of a thousand years

o

art and the achievements of a thousa
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£ science and of culture. The
§eﬁ§n€ gtates of the north and eas:
wpent deep into their vaults and spent

s of thousands of dollars of tax
;}g:gf(}n rearing architectqral palaces,
avishly equipped and unstintedly fur-

s .
m"I!lee)gqs, 100, was there.

Not housed in & building built from
khe tithes wrung by the strong hand of
khe tax gatherer from the poor. Texas

t St. Louis never spent a dollar
rudgingly bestowed.

From the farm, from the factory,
vom the countinz house, the store, the
ailroad offices, there came gladly and
ingrudgingly bestowed the means that

made possible the exhibit of Texas

here. And beneath the great dome of
the Texas building the fair women of

Texas, out of their own private means,

dispensed with grace and tact and

courtesy a hospitality that revived the

'cherished traditions of the old south.
jAnd when at last the awards were
‘given Texas astoundzd the world and
'stood among the first in agriculture,
Iyorticulture, truck growing and stock
,‘raising.

i And at last the truth was known.

It is as the agents of such a people
ythat we are gathered here today to
conserve the conditions that have made
possible past accomplishments and to
give, if possible, to progress greater
impetus.

But conservatism does not mean
stagnation. The highest conservatism
is evinced by a rcadinc¢ss to avail our-
i selves of improved agencies and to ap-
! rreciate and meet the demands of new
;.2onditions.

I Conservatism may sometimes be
called upon to apply drastic remedies.
} But this is not a time or place for aca-

;lemic discussion or abstract theoriz-

ng.

As the first act of its constitutional
; erganization this body must choose a
i speaker. So potent and far reaching is
the authority, so grave the responsi-
iBility of that office, that to a degree
the character of the Legislature and
the trend of its future legislation may
-be forecast by the personality of the
¥presiding officer that it chooses. Con-
cededly the election of the speaker of
the last house was a happy harbinger
of the course of that body, which was
admittedly honest, creditable and safe.
The conditions that surround us at
the. opening of this session and of
which T have already briefly spoken
have rendered the selection of a radi-
cal man impracticable and improbable.
Momentous questions are knocking
l“txtt?: door this session demanding so-
Aprropriations sufficient to maintain

thHe state government must be made.
The educational and eleemosynary in-
stitutions must be liberally provided
for and existing deficit must be met
and adequate revenue provided; and
all this must be done “without taking
from the mouth of lator the bread it
has earned,” and without permitting
any just object of taxation to escape
its burden. A thorough and funda-
mental revision must be made of our
revenue and taxation laws. Additional
sources of revenue for county funds
must be provided, and, speclally, the
depleted jury funds of our counties
must be rehabilitated. Modern and
more efficient systems of bookkeeping
end accounting n the various state
gepartments and state Institutions
must be put into effect in justice alike
to the responsible heads of those in-
stitutions and departments and to the
taxpayers of the statc. The election
law must be re-enacted, retaining its
many admirable features, divested of
its many incongruities and perfected
in the light of experience in its oper-
ation.

The mandate of the people of the
state expressed in the adoption of the
three constitutional amendments must
be observed; more liberal pensions
pald to the ex-Confederate soldiers;
a careful code of laws effectuating and
gsafeguarding irrigation anad internal
smprovements must be constructed,
and statutes passed for the incorpora-
tion of state banks of discount and de-
rosit, of savirgs banks, of trust com-
ranies and other institutions with
hanking and discounting powers and
privileges, and providing for thelr 1igid
visitation and inspection. And that all
of this may be well done and speedily,
and that legislative business may be
more orderly and more quickly dls-
ratched, the rules of procedure of this
Lody must be revised and reformed,
climinating the archaic and obsolete
and adding thereto such other rules
a8 the experience of this and other kin-
dred bodics has shown to he desirable.

Truly the tasks that confront us,
cvnitleraen, are of appalling magnituds
&nd of weighty responsibility, and in-
voke for thelr successful accomplish-
ment patient labor, competent ability
and highest patriotism,

If our respcusibility is grave, that
of the presiding officer whom we
choose today is greater an hundred
fold.

To guide, direct and assist us in the
discharge of these arduous dutles, you
kave already chosen a speaker, and it
but remains to formally pronounce
and ratify the choice already made.

It is a high honor to be choseun in
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this: great State, the Speaker of this
House.

It is a high honor when the goal is
reached after a long and bitter and
doubtful contest,

It is a supreme honor to have re-
ceived this prize from an electorate
'ike this, without the sting or strife
or scars of contest, freely tendered as
a tribut: of pre-eminent competency
and worth,

You are about to choose a man who

has achieved this high honor, this no-
table success, not from reasons of po-~
litical expediency, not through for-
tuitous circumstances or happy
chance, not because of superficlal ac-
cemplishments or showy parts; but
Dbecause long years of plodding and
rrogressive toil, long years of profit-
\ab]e experience, a life record of recti-
tude, illuminatad by the genius of
commen sense; because all of these
have cu'minated and rounded out into
the character of an honest, clear-head-
ed and conservative business man, an
able constitutional lawyer, and broad-
minded legislator, the man to whom
teday in large measure we shall con-
fide the interests of ourselves and of
our state.

Texas today, through her chosen
representatives, lays the tribute of this
election at the feet of her adopted son,
ccming from her remotest borders.

It remains for me, gentlemen, but to
-sreak the name that'i{s on your lips.
I speak it then.

It is the not unworthy son of old
Virginia, the mother of presidents, the
glorlous o'd state that gave to this na-
tion its federal constitution. In behalf
of the members of former legislatures
who have learned to appreciate and
respect him in the close contact of leg-
islative association; In behalf of all
the people of the state whose territory
is an empire, whose history is a glori-
ous eplc, whose fiture is a dazzling
nromise, I give to you the name of one
of you, already chosen by yourse'ves,
I nominate for Speaker of this House
Hon, F. W. Seabury of Starr county.

Hon. Ferg Kyle of Hays county sec-
onded the nomination of Mr. Seabury,
and in seconding the nomination, said:

Mr. Attorney General and Members
of the House:

A good presiding officer iz to a de-
liberative body what a great general
is to an army—half the battle, Quick,
correct ruling averts friction., Time is
saved, business dispatched ang ex-
pense curfailed. We present for
Speaker a man of ability, a splendid
rarliamentarian, impartial, courteous.
This, sir, is the Hon. F. W. Seabury of
Starr. Sir, I pride in Texas; I pride

in her great north, I pride in her B
east. The marvelous deve'opment
those sections have made them
merically strong, but selfishness steg)
not in their way when it comes:
recognizing merit. On this occasj
they come as one man to

son of the weaker southwest
tlons. We pride in their mate
greatness. They can pride In

bistoric soil. A gun fired at 'Gon
spoke the birth of the Republic;
Texas. Goliad, the ~Alamo, San
cinto, hallowed spots. A gun fired
Concord spoke the birth of this gr
republic, but, sir, it was guns fired
Palo Alto and Resaca de 'a Paln
that advanced its bounds to the P
cific. Texas, my prayer is that ¥
are to remaln united forever. Te:
my prayer is that your lawmakers w
De wise In counsel. If so in the ne
future your name will be
with empire,

Hig election, I am sure, will
complish much In securing a busine
sesslon such as Texas needs.

Hon. F. F. Hill of Denton countl
seconded the nomination of Mr. Se
hury.

There were no other nominations.

The ballot resu'ted as follows:

Mr., Seabury having recelved all t
votes cast, he was declared dul
and constitutionally
Speaker. of the House of Represents)]
tives of the Twenty-Ninth Legislatu

The chair appointed the followi
members to notify Mr. Seabury of
election and to escort him to t
Speaker’s stand:

Messrs. Brelsford, Love of Dallas an
Nelms.

The committee approached
Speaker’s stand with the Speake:
elect, who was presented by Mr. Brels
ford to General Davidson.

General Davidson then administere
the oath of office to the Speaker-elec
and presented him to the House as thd
Speaker of the House of Representa-
tives of the Twenty-ninth Legisiature,
at the same time handing him the
gavel,

Speaker Seabury then in a few ap
rropriate words thanked the mem-i
bers for the honor conferred and de
clared the House ready for busines




