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Split Rock Lighthouse 
 
In the beginning of the 20th century, iron ore 
shipments on Lake Superior escalated.  After 
a punishing November, 1905 gale damaged 29 
ships, Congress appropriated $75,000 for a 
lighthouse and fog signal in the vicinity of 
Split Rock on Lake Superior’s North Shore.  
Split Rock Lighthouse was completed in 1910 
and operated until 1969. 
 
The lighthouse used an incandescent oil-
vapor (kerosene) lamp from 1910-1939 when 
the light source was changed to a 1,000-watt 
electric bulb.  Barbier, Bernard and Turenne 
Company, Paris, France manufactured the 
lens for the lighthouse.  
 
In 1971, the site became part of the Split 
Rock Lighthouse State Park.   The Minnesota 
Historical Society administers this historic 
site, which includes one of the most 
photographed lighthouses in the United 
States.   
 
The cover photograph was taken and 
contributed by Shelby R. Richardson.   
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