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2. Should adult businesses which are allowed be grouped or dispersed?

Recommendation - After adoption of the proposed ordinance, order
cessation of all adult movies at the Des Moines Theater.

June 7,1984

City Council~

City Manage~

Recommended findings and conclusions are contained in the detailed Administrative
report. The following recommended actions are summarized for easy reference.

I. Should adult businesses be allowed in the Revitalization area? - - NO.

Recommendation - Schedule a 3pecial Public Hearing for the
purpose of considering the wording of an ordinance eliminating
the showinq of adult movies from the Revitalization area and
allowing a-final opportunity to speak, with a special notice
given, to the operator of the Des Moines Theater. The hearing
is recommended for September. The proposed Ordinance should
also eliminate all other adult uses from locating in the
Revitalization area.

ADMINISTRATION REPORT ADULT USES

I - SUMMARY

An independent summary report from R.H. Thorpe and Associates is attached. A
detailed report from R. H. Thorpe will follow in a few weeks.

On October 27, 1983, the City Council conducted Public Hearings on two questions.

1. Should adult businesses be allowed in the Revitalization Area?

The City Council took testimony and was presented extensive study data and reports
on the effects of adult businesses on the Revitalization Area. The Council
instructed Administration to prepare a recommendation by June 7, 1984. In the
meantime, Council, Administration and consultants have had the entire record
available for study.

I have utilized Administrative staff (principally myself, Special Projects
Assistant Dave Crow and City Attorney Gorham) to prepare a recommendation as
instructed. I also commissioned Robert Thorpe and Associates to conduct an
independent evaluation of the same adult use subject as related to the downtown
Revitalization area.

This report represents only a brief summary of the entire record and base of
facts and studies used by Administration. The Administrative report is also
summarized with this memo.
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R.W. Thorpe & As~ociat~s
Planning. Environmental AnalysIs· Economics

June 7, 1984

Mr. Stan McNutt
City Manager
City of Des Moines
Des Moines, WA

Associates:
Deborah Krouse, APA
Kathryn Figon, ASLA
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RE: Independent Planning Consul.ting Report on Adult Uses in the City of
. Des 'Moines

Dear Mr. McNutt:

At your request, we did an independent study for recommendations to the
City Council concerning policy directions to be undertaken by the Council
relative to adult uses within the City. As you and the Council are aware
from our previous efforts on the Revitalization Study, we are familiar with
the community, the citizens and the character of its business district.

Our study set forth to look at adult USes and consider the following
elements:

1•. Zoning Study
2. Land Use Impacts
3. Impacts on the Revitalization Plan

In order to do this we set forth the methodology with steps including the
following elements:

Our efforts have been concentrated in the last couple of weeks to review
these items listed above. However, it is complemented by my 8 years of
officing at 3rd and University at Seattle, whereby I have observed land use
impacts of adult type uses on 1st, 2nd and 3rd Avenues near my office. And
the impact on adjacent land uses,signage, street treatment, and the general
character of the urban area. This effort was supplemented by a review of
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1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

Reobservation of current land uses within Des Moines, with particular
attention to the revitalizatjonar~a,existingland uses and the
potential for additional adult uses within the Revitalization area.
Review of studies, reports, and technical documents on adult uses by
various communities, professional organizations such as the American
Planning Association, Trial Lawyers Association, City Manager's
Association t etc.
Court cases and case studies on other communities experiences in
providing areas for this use within their community while controlling
the impacts on certain elements of the citizenry, particularly
children.
Discussion with other city officials who have been involved in the
reviews of this type of use within their communities.
A review of the record of the hearings by the City Council on this
matter in Des Moines.
Site visits of areas that have adult theaters, bookstores. and similar
uses in other suburban communities in 'Western Washington as well as
downtown Seattle.






































































































































