
CITY OF BELLEVUE, WASHINGTON 

ORDINANCE NO. 6585

AN ORDINANCE imposing an interim official control to 
amend sections 20.10.440, 20.25A.050, 20.25D.070,
20.25F.010, 20.25L.020, and 20.25P.050 of the Land Use 
Code (LUC) to allow permanent supportive housing and 
transitional housing in all land use districts where residential 
dwellings and/or hotels and motels are allowed, and to 
allow Homeless Services Uses in all land use districts 
where hotels and motels are allowed; amending the 
definition of Homeless Services Uses in LUC 20.20.455 for 
conformance and consistency with state law; providing for 
severability; and establishing an effective date.

WHEREAS, in 2021, the Washington State Legislature enacted House Bill (HB) 
1220, which requires cities like Bellevue to allow development of permanent supportive 
housing and transitional housing in all land use districts where residential dwellings and/or 
hotels are allowed; and

WHEREAS, HB 1220 also requires cities like Bellevue to allow emergency housing 
and indoor emergency shelter in all land use districts where hotels are allowed; and

WHEREAS, HB 1220 becomes effective on July 25, 2021 and requires cities to 
regulate permanent supportive housing and transitional housing consistent with HB 1220 
on that date; and

WHEREAS, HB 1220 requires cities to regulate emergency housing and indoor 
emergency shelter consistent with HB 1220 by September 30, 2021; and

WHEREAS, the City of Bellevue Land Use Code currently does not define or 
regulate permanent supportive housing or transitional housing as distinct land uses; and

WHEREAS, the definition of “Homeless Services Use” in LUC 20.20.455.C.1.a is 
consistent with the definition for “emergency housing” as adopted by HB 1220 and codified 
in the Growth Management Act, chapter 36.70A RCW; and

WHEREAS, the definition of “Overnight Shelter: Permanent” in LUC 20.20.455.C.1.d 
is consistent with the definition for “emergency shelter” as adopted by HB 1220 and codified 
in the Growth Management Act, chapter 36.70A RCW; and

WHEREAS, the City of Bellevue currently prohibits Homeless Services Uses in the 
Neighborhood Mixed Use and Office and Limited Business - Open Space Land Use 
Districts; and
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WHEREAS, the City of Bellevue currently permits hotels and motels in the 
Neighborhood Mixed Use and Office and Limited Business - Open Space Land Use 
Districts: and

WHEREAS, HB 1220 requires that the City allow emergency housing and indoor 
emergency shelter in Neighborhood Mixed Use and Office and Limited Business - Open 
Space Land Use Districts, to the extent that the City allows hotel use in those districts; and

WHEREAS, Comprehensive Plan Policy LU-15 directs the City to provide, through 
land use regulation, the potential for a broad range of housing choices to meet the 
changing needs of the community: and

WHEREAS, Comprehensive Plan Policy HO-38 recommends supporting regional 
efforts to prevent homelessness through the provision of a range of affordable housing 
options, and to support efforts to move homeless persons and families to long-term 
financial independence; and

WHEREAS, Comprehensive Plan Policy HS-18 recommends supporting an 
intentional local community response to homelessness with housing and supportive 
services provided to families, youth, and single adults; and

WHEREAS, these Interim Official Controls are designed to bring the City of 
Bellevue into immediate compliance with state law with respect to local regulation of 
permanent supportive housing, transitional housing, emergency housing and indoor 
emergency shelter uses identified in HB 1220; and

WHEREAS, while the Interim Official Controls are in place, the City will draft 
permanent regulations to ensure compliance with HB 1220, and the permanent regulations 
will be reviewed and considered by the City Council and any other relevant boards or 
commissions as needed; and

WHEREAS, the City Council adopts the foregoing as its findings of fact justifying 
adoption of this Ordinance; now, therefore

THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF BELLEVUE, WASHINGTON, DOES ORDAIN 
AS FOLLOWS:

Section 1. Imposition of Interim Official Control. An interim official control is hereby 
imposed to amend the Residential Land Use Classification in the Residential - Residential
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Districts Land Use Chart in section 20.10.440 of the Bellevue Land Use Code to add a new 
reference to Note 18 and read as follows:
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Section 2. Imposition of Interim Official Control. An interim official control is hereby 
imposed to amend the Residential, and Hotels and Motels Land Use Classification in the 
Residential - Nonresidential Districts Land Use Chart in section 20.10.440 of the Bellevue 
Land Use Code to add a new reference to Note 18 and read as follows:
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Section 3. Imposition of Interim Official Control. An interim official control is hereby 
imposed to amend Notes: Uses in land use districts - Residential in section 20.10.440 of 
the Bellevue Land Use Code to add a new Note 18 to read as follows:

(18) Permanent Supportive Housing, as defined under Chapter 36.70A RCW, and 
Transitional Housing, as defined under Chapter 84.36 RCW, are allowed in all Land Use 
Districts where residential dwellings and/or hotel and motel uses are allowed, subject to 
the required land use approvals listed in the above tabie and the density and 
dimensional standards of the corresponding Land Use District.

Section 4. Imposition of Interim Official Control. An interim official control is hereby 
imposed to amend Homeless Services Uses Land Use Classification in Services - 
Nonresidential Land Use Chart in section 20.10.440 of the Bellevue Land Use Code to read 
as follows:
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Services - Nonresidential Districts
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Section 5. Imposition of Interim Official Control. An interim official control is hereby 
imposed to amend section 20.20.455.C.1 of the Bellevue Land Use Code to read as 
follows:

1. Use Definitions

a. Homeless Services Use. Refers to the collection of service uses defined in 
this subsection and established for the purpose of providing ongoing services 
to people experiencing homelessness.

b. Day Services Center. A facility that offers a haven to people experiencing 
homelessness by providing a safe place to rest during the day. Support 
services for homeless populations is an integral part of a day services center 
use and includes but is not limited to access to food, seating, showers, 
laundry, restrooms, storage, a computer lab, phones, fax and a critical mailing 
address. Spaces for meetings and examinations are generally provided to 
accommodate counseling and access to medical/dental and legal assistance. 
Day Services Centers do not provide overnight accommodations.

c. Overnight Shelter: Unforeseen Emergency/Temporary. Refer to LUC 
20.50.038 for this definition. These facilities are not governed by the terms of 
this section.
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d. Overnight Shelter: Permanent. Consistent with RCW 36.70A.030(10), any 
facility that is constructed for the primary purpose of providing shelter for 
people experiencing homelessness in general or for specific populations of 
people experiencing homelessness. Supportive services may or may not be 
provided in addition to the provision of shelter.

e. Emergency Housing: Permanent. Consistent with RCW 36.70A.030(9), any 
facility that is constructed for the primary purpose of providing temporary 
indoor accommodations for individuals or families who are homeless, or at 
imminent risk of becoming homeless, that is intended to address the basic 
health, food, clothing, and personal hygiene needs of individuals or families. 
Emergency housing may or may not require occupants to enter into a lease or 
an occupancy agreement.

Section 6. Imposition of Interim Official Control. An interim official control is hereby 
imposed to amend Two or More Dwelling Units Per Structure Land Use Classification and 
Hotels and Motels Land Use Classification in the Residential - Downtown Land Use 
Districts Use Chart in section 20.25A.050 of the Bellevue Land Use Code to add a new 
reference to Note 3 and read as follows:

Residential - Downtown Land Use Districts
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Section 7. Imposition of Interim Official Control. An interim official control is hereby 
imposed to amend Notes: Uses in Downtown Land Use Districts - Residential in section 
20.25A.050 of the Bellevue Land Use Code to add a new Note 3 to read as follows:

(3) Permanent Supportive Housing, as defined under Chapter 36.70A RCW, and 
Transitional Housing, as defined under Chapter 84.36 RCW, are allowed in all Land Use 
Districts where residential dwellings and/or hotel and motel uses are allowed, subject to
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the required land use approvals listed in the above table and the density and 
dimensional standards of the corresponding Land Use District.

Section 8. Imposition of Interim Official Control. An interim official control is hereby 
imposed to amend Residential Land Use Classification and Hotels and Motels Land Use 
Classification in Residential Uses in BelRed Land Use Districts in section 20.25D.070 of the 
Bellevue Land Use Code to add a new reference to Note 7 and read as follows:

Chart 20.25D.070 Residential Uses in BelRed Land Use Districts
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Section 9. Imposition of Interim Official Control. An interim official control is hereby 
imposed to amend Notes: Uses in land use districts - Residential in section 20.25D.070 of 
the Bellevue Land Use Code to add a new Note 7 to read as follows:

(7) Permanent Supportive Housing, as defined under Chapter 36.70A RCW, and 
Transitional Housing, as defined under Chapter 84.36 RCW, are allowed in all Land Use 
Districts where residential dwellings and/or hotel and motel uses are allowed, subject to 
the required land use approvals listed in the above table and the density and 
dimensional standards of the corresponding Land Use District.

Section 10. Imposition of Interim Official Control. An interim official control is hereby 
imposed to amend Single-family detached. Two - four dwelling units per structure. Five or 
more dwelling units per structure, and Extended stay hotel Land Uses in Evergreen 
Highlands Permitted Land Uses in section 20.25F.010.A of the Bellevue Land Use Code to 
add a new reference to Note 13 and read as follows:

20.25F.010 Permitted land uses.

A. The following chart, entitled Evergreen Highlands Permitted Land Uses, indicates the 
permitted land uses and required review procedure for each use within each 
performance area:

Evergreen Highlands Permitted Land Uses
Performance Area

Land Use EH-A EH-B EH-C EH-D

Single-family detached (13) P

Two - four dwelling units per structure (13) P 

Five or more dwelling units per structure (13) A

Extended stay hotel (11) (13) P

Section 11. Imposition of Interim Official Control. An interim official control is hereby 
imposed to amend Evergreen Highlands Permitted Land Uses in section 20.25F.010.A of 
the Bellevue Land Use Code to add a new Note 13 to read as follows:

(13) Permanent Supportive Housing, as defined under Chapter 36.70A RCW, and 
Transitional Housing, as defined under Chapter 84.36 RCW, are allowed in all Land Use 
Districts where residential dwellings and/or hotel and motel uses are allowed, subject to
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the required land use approvals listed in the above table and the density and 
dimensional standards of the corresponding Land Use District.

Section 12. Imposition of Interim Official Control. An interim official control is hereby 
imposed to amend Permitted land uses in section 20.25L.020 of the Bellevue Land Use 
Code to add a new reference to Note 19, to include Homeless Services Uses, to add a new 
reference to Note 20, and to read as follows:

20.25L.020 Permitted land uses.

The following chart indicates the permitted land uses within the OLB-OS Land Use 
District.

Land Use Process
Hotels and Motels (19) P

Homeless Services Uses (20) C

Section 13. Imposition of Interim Official Control. An interim official control is hereby 
imposed to amend OLB-OS Permitted land uses in section 20.25L.020 of the Bellevue 
Land Use Code to add a new Note 19 and to add a new Note 20 to read as follows:

(19) Permanent Supportive Housing, as defined under Chapter 36.70A RCW, and 
Transitional Housing, as defined under Chapter 84.36 RCW, are allowed in all Land Use 
Districts where residential dwellings and/or hotel and motel uses are allowed, subject to 
the required land use approvals listed in the above table and the density and 
dimensional standards of the corresponding Land Use District.

(20) A homeless services use requires approval of a Conditional Use Permit unless the 
City Council agrees to negotiate a development agreement. Refer to LUC 20.20.455.D.

Section 14. Imposition of Interim Official Control. An interim official control is hereby 
imposed to amend Chart 20.25P.050 Residential Uses in Eastgate Transit Oriented 
Development Land Use District in section 20.25P.050 of the Bellevue Land Use Code to 
add a new reference to note 4 and read as follows:

Chart 20.25P.050 Residential Uses in Eastgate Transit Oriented Development
Land Use District
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STD
LAND
USE

CODE
REF

Residential - Eastgate Transit Oriented Development 
Land Use District

Eastgate Transit 
Oriented

Development Land 
Use District

LAND USE CLASSIFICATION EG-TOD
1 Residential
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Five or More Dwelling Units Per Structure P 4

13
15

Hotels and Motels P 4

Section 15. Imposition of Interim Official Control. An interim official control is hereby 
imposed to amend Notes: Uses in Eastgate Transit Oriented Development Land Use 
District - Residential in section 20.25P.050 of the Bellevue Land Use Code to add a new 
Note 4 to read as follows:

(4) Permanent Supportive Housing, as defined under Chapter 36.70A RCW, and 
Transitional Housing, as defined under Chapter 84.36 RCW, are allowed in all Land Use 
Districts where residential dwellings and/or hotel and motel uses are allowed, subject to 
the required land use approvals listed in the above table and the density and 
dimensional standards of the corresponding Land Use District.

Section 16. Duration and Scope of Interim Official Control. Pursuant to RCW 
36.70A.390, this Interim Official Control is recommended to be in effect for a period of 
six months. This Interim Official Control may be renewed for one or more six-month 
periods if a subsequent public hearing is held and findings of fact are made prior to 
each renewal.

Section 17. Public Hearing. Pursuant to RCW 36.70A.390, the City Council shall 
hold a public hearing on this Interim Official Control within sixty (60) days of its adoption, 
so as to hear and consider public comment and testimony regarding this Interim Official 
Control. Following such hearing, the City Council may adopt additional findings of fact, 
and may extend the Interim Official Control for a period up to an additional six (6) 
months. The City Council may adopt additional six (6) month extensions after any 
required public hearing, pursuant to RCW 36.70A.390.

Section 18. Severability. If any section, subsection, paragraph, sentence, clause, 
or phrase of this Ordinance is declared unconstitutional or invalid for any reason, such 
decision shall not affect the validity of the remaining parts of this Ordinance.

Section 19. Effective Date. This Ordinance shall take effect and be in force five
(5) days after adoption and legal publication.
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Section 20. Findings of Fact. The findings contained in this Ordinance are 
hereby adopted as Findings of Fact to justify adoption of this Interim Official Control,

Passed by the City Council this
signed in authentication of its passage this 

(SEAL)

TM __2021 and
. day of .yl/f l i . 2021.

Approved as to f 
Kathryn L. Gerla

Matthew McFarland, Assistant City Attorney

Atfek

Clwrn a i ne Arredo ndo,

Published:

/

A

City lerk

Lynne Robinson, Mayor
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