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MAMIALIN

SNOHOMISH COUNTY COUNCIL
Snohomish County, Washington

AMENDED ORDINANCE NO. 10-103

ESTABLISHING A TRANSPORTATION BENEFIT DISTRICT WITHIN
UNINCORPORATED SNOHOMISH COUNTY, PROVIDING FOR
TRANSPORTATION IMPROVEMENTS WITHIN THE DISTRICT, AND
ADDING A NEW CHAPTER TO TITLE 2 SCC

WHEREAS, funding for improvements to the transportation infrastructure in
Snohomish County has been reduced in recent years due to statewide initiatives,
declining revenues from the state motor fuel tax, and decreases in available state and
federal funding. However, transportation safety, preservation, and other transportation
needs are increasing due to aging infrastructure, population growth, development, and
other causes; and

WHEREAS, RCW 36.73.020 authorizes the legislative authority of a county to
establish a transportation benefit district within the county for the purpose of acquiring,
constructing, improving, providing, or funding transportation improvements within the
district consistent with existing state, regional, and local transportation plans and
necessitated by existing or reasonably foreseeable congestion levels; and

- WHEREAS, a transportation benefit district is a quasi-municipal corporation, an
independent taxing authority within the meaning of Article VI, Section 1 of the
Washington Canstitution and taxing district within the meaning of Article VII, Section 2
of the Washington Constitution; and

WHEREAS, RCW 82.80.140 authorizes a transportation benefit district
established by a county to impose by a majority vote of the governing board of the
district an annual vehicle fee of up to twenty dollars if the district includes all the territory
within the county and the county enters into an interlocal agreement that distributes
revenues of the fee to each city within the county, which agreement must be approved
by 60 percent of the cities within the county representing 75 percent of the population of
the cities within the county; and

WHEREAS, RCW 36.73.065 provides that if the interlocal agreement in RCW
82.80.140 cannot be reached, a district that includes only the unincorporated territory of
a county may impose by a majority vote of the governing body of the district an annual
vehicle fee of up to twenty dollars; and

WHEREAS, the County Council is informed that two cities within Snohomish
County, the City of Edmonds and the City of Lynnwood, have established fransportation
benefit districts within their boundaries pursuant to Chapter 36.73 RCW; and
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WHEREAS, by letter from the Chairperson of the County Council to the mayor of
each city and town within the County dated April 21, 2010, the County informed those
cities and towns of the County’s intent to form a transportation benefit district within the
County; and

WHEREAS, the Chairperson's letter requested that each city and town within the
County respond by May 14, 2010, and inform the County if the city or town would be
interested in or willing to enter into interlocal agreement negotiations as required by
RCW 82.80.140; and

WHEREAS, as of June 1, 2010, the County had received responses from only
four cities of the 17 cities and three towns within the County indicating that they had an
interest in entering into interlocal agreement negotiations for the creation of a
transportation benefit district; and

WHEREAS, as of June 1, 2010, the County had received negative responses
from seven cities representing over 45 percent of the population of the cities and towns
within the County indicating that they had no interest in entering into negotiations for the
creation of a transportation benefit district; and

WHEREAS, the County Council therefore concludes that it would be futile to
pursue negotiation of the interlocal agreement required by RCW 82.80.140, and that
such an agreement cannot be reached within the meaning of RCW 36.73.065; and

WHEREAS, the County is responsible for creating and maintaining an integrated
transportation network that provides for safe travel and predictable travel times in and
around the County; and

WHEREAS, in order to reduce the risk of transportation facility faiiure, improve
safety, improve travel time, promote optimal performance of the infrastructure over time,
avoid more expensive infrastructure replacements in the future, and provide other
benefits within the purview of Chapter 36.73 RCW, the County needs t{o supplement
current revenues with alternative revenue sources; and

WHEREAS, the best interests of the County and its residents would be served by
establishment of a transportation benefit district that includes oniy the umncorporated
territory of Snohomish County as it currently exists; and

WHEREAS, the list of transportation improvements to be funded by the
transportation benefit district are attached to this ordinance as Exhibit A; and
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WHEREAS, the transportation improvements are consistent with the County’s
long-range transportation plan as contained in the transportation element of the
County's Growth Management Act Comprehensive Plan (“GMACP”); and

WHEREAS, the County’s designated State Environmental Policy Act ("SEPA”)
official issued a notice and statement of adoption on October 20, 2010, adopting the
final environmental impact statement ("FEIS") for the County’s 10-Year update to the
GMACP and the 2007 addendum to the FEIS relating to the transportation element of
the GMACP; and

WHEREAS, the County has committed, as stated in the notice and statement of
adoption, that appropriate project-level review under SEPA will be conducted by
Snohomish County for the transportation improvements identified in Exhibit A; and

WHEREAS, the County Council encourages the governing board of the
transportation benefit district to review periodically the list of transportation
improvements to ensure continuing compatibility with the County’s transportation
improvement program and state and regional transportation plans; and

WHEREAS, additional transportation improvements should be funded only after
compliance with the provisions of RCW 36.73.050, including additional notices, further
hearings, and future determinations that the additional improvements are in the public
interest; and

WHEREAS, pursuant to RCW 36.73.050, having provided proper notice, held a
public hearing on November 17, 2010, continued to December 1, 2010 and Juiy 13,
2011, heard public comments including any objections regarding the formation of a
transportation benefit district as provided herein, the County Council finds this action to
be in the public interest;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED:

Section 1. The County Council hereby adopts the foregoing recitals as findings
of fact and conclusions as if set forth in full herein.
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read:

Section 2. A new chapter is added to Title 2 of the Snohomish County Code to

Chapter 2.85
SNOHOMISH COUNTY TRANSPORTATION BENEFIT DISTRICT

Sections:

2.85.010 District established.
2.85.020 Governing board.
2.85.030 Powers of the district.
2.85.040 Use of funds.

2.85.050 Dissolution of the district.

2.85.010 District established.

There is hereby established the Snohomish county transportation benefit
district with geographical boundaries comprised of the unincorporated limits of
the county.

2.85.020 Governing board.
The governing board of the transportation benefit district shall be the
Snohomish county council acting in an ex officio and independent capacity.

2.85.030 Powers of the district.

The transportation benefit district shall have the powers set out in chapter
36.73 RCW and this chapter, and shall carry out the transportation improvements
described in SCC 2.85.040.

2.85.040 Use of funds.

The funds generated by the transportation benefit district shall be used to
operate the district and to acquire, construct, improve, provide, or fund the
transportation improvements within the meaning of RCW 36.73.015 that are
listed in Exhibit A to this ordinance.

2.85.050 Dissolution of the district.

The district shall be dissolved when all indebtedness of the district is
retired and when all of the district’s anticipated responsibilities have been
satisfied.

Section 3. Code revision. The Code Reviser shall in compiling the county code

substitute for "this ordinance” in SCC 2.85.040 the phrase "Ordinance No." followed by
the number assigned to this ordinance under SCC 2.48.122(2).
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