
In 2014, the National Organic Program’s (NOP) Sound and Sensible initiative funded 14 year-long projects 
across the United States aimed at making organic certification more accessible, attainable, and affordable 
while maintaining high standards, ensuring compliance, and protecting organic integrity. Project leads 
worked directly with organic farmers and businesses to identify and remove barriers to certification, 
streamline the certification and recordkeeping process, and conduct education and outreach.

The Sound and Sensible projects 
have resulted in a trove of valuable 
tools, guides, and training materials. 
These resources will benefit the 
broader organic community, 
including the nearly 20,000 certified 
organic producers and processing 
facilities across the United States. 
Many of the projects focused 
on outreach to underserved 
communities, such as non-native 
English speakers and Plain/Amish 
communities, about the benefits of 
organic certification. 
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Acronym Definitions: ALBA - Agriculture and Land-Based Training Association; IOIA - International Organic Inspectors Association; NOFA VT - Northeast Organic Farmers Association Vermont; OEFFA - Ohio Ecological Food 
and Farm Association; PA - Pennsylvania; WSDA - Washington State Department of Agriculture
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Oregon Tilth
“As a part of the National Organic 
Program’s Sound and Sensible 
initiative to identify and remove 
barriers to certification…[we 
are developing a] tool to help 
beginning farmers identify 
how the “next step” of organic 
certification can support their 
core values, enhance their 
operations, and increase their 
financial success.”

Massachusetts-Baystate 
Organic Certifiers
“We believe giving farmers 
that extra help they need 
with paperwork, strategy and 
answers to common questions 
is extremely valuable.”

National Center for Appropriate Technology 
(NCAT) South
According to Gulf States Regional Director Rockiell 
Woods, one goal of the workshops is to reach 
and educate new, beginning, minority, and 
historically underserved farmers to help them 
with organic and sustainable farming. “We also want 
to aid farmers in transitioning from conventional farm 
systems to certified organic and sustainable farming 
practices,” said Woods.

California Certified Organic Farmers (CCOF)
“With the NOP’s support and 
collaboration, many of CCOF’s helpful 
approaches and new ideas can be 
implemented nationwide to benefit all 
organic operations.”

Florida Organic Growers
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Product Topic Areas Types of Products

• Efficient Processes
• Streamlined Recordkeeping
• Practical Plans
• Fair, Focused Enforcement
• Integrity First

Sound & 
Sensible 
Principles


