Texas Wildscapes:
Gardening for
Wildlife
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People value nature

“Nature deficit dlsorder”
Safe air and water
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What Is nature?

Functioning, healthy
ecosystem:
Habitat.




Reading the Land

Wildlife'Respond
to Plants:

Plants Respont
to Environment

il Plants Respond ‘ Enwronment
G e to W|Id||fe Responds

to Plants



Think Ecosystem!




“Tradition?”
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Reward:

Caterpillars = Butterflies




Remember...?
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Mexican Plum

« Early nectar

« White to pink flowers
« Shade tolerant
 Small ornamental
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Texas Redbud

Early bloom

« Seeds and nectar
Small tree
Different varieties




Turk’s Cap

= Likes shade

* Hummingbirds!
= Butterflies!

= Apple-like fruit







Coral Honeysuckle

« “Evergreen” vine
Hummingbirds!
Well-mannered
Coral-colored fruit
3 years to establish

WILDLIFE



Scarlet sage

* Note: cultivars
* Annual (sets seeds)
¢ Hummingbirds!
_'4 ‘ « Shade tolerant
 Birds (seeds)
« Can be groundcover




Kidneywood

« Small tree
 Grows fast!

« Blooms April —
October

* Fragrant
« Pollinator magnet
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Hummingoird magnet



Little bluestem

Drought tolerant {8
Promotes
native wildlife A\
Holds the soil \\\gs Yk
Key component ‘
of Texas \ RN
prairies and
savannahs

&

© Hoffman Nursery




Lindheimer Muhly

e Seeds (birds,
small mammals)

* Nesting material
« Nesting area

e Some water
Improves
appearance




Why not exotics?

Require chemicals

Require supplemental
water

Require vigilance

Weedy
Rapid reproduction
No natural controls
— Take over habitat
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Why not exotics?




Water

Fresh, clean
Accessible
Shallow
Vegetation
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Shelter

* Weather, predators
* Roost, nest




Shelter: Cavities

© John Davis, TPWD PARKS &
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Shelter: Cavities
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SNOW your supperter wilalire!

v
s < f sl
[ -
355 » i
f g
. 4?3
\
¥
'1

T
= I ; .“
- p - SN -
e : A .
L g . '}' .
e S R 24
] RAC A, - 5 v’
'.‘.’\"'i_’ A | .7
" . a2l 5 -
- ‘ W o v

-‘.,
) ~‘
KEEP TEXAS WILD a2 v
it o4
Ssd
Lo

V "8 »* .; '::..-
vall EXAS = GO RS -
N ,"‘ v " L * :
flim

.
-

¥ BB01B

KEEP TEXAS WILD

"\ ALLIANCE

KEEP TEXAS WILD

Conservation License Plate = $30 TEXAS
PARKS &
Support for Recovering America’s Wildlife Act = Priceless WILDLIFE




