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Dr. Lathan’s primary research interests are centered on the effects of race, class, and access to
care on cancer outcomes, including racial disparities in lung cancer treatment, differences in
somatic mutations across racial groups, perceptions of genetic testing by race and social class,
population differences in targetable mutations in non-small cell lung cancer, and factors
influencing willingness to participate in bio-banking among black men with and at-risk for
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Dr. Lathan aims to bridge the gap between research efforts in disparities and the realities of
patient care by developing interventions to increase access to high level quality care, developed
in part through a high level of community engagement. He is the founding Faculty Director of
the Cancer Care Equity Program at the Dana-Farber Cancer Institute, and Director of Dana-
Farber Community Cancer Care at Whittier Street Health Center in Roxbury, MA, a pilot clinical
outreach program that aids in the diagnosis and treatment of cancer for patients at a Federally
Qualified Health Center, and integrates all three arms of clinical cancer care: prevention,
diagnosis/treatment, and survivorship. This effort also provides an opportunity to improve
clinical trial accrual among vulnerable populations.
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