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u. s. Depirtment of' La bor 

BUREAU OF IMhiIGRATION 
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A&P 

September 109 1931. 

GEN"�RAL ORDER NO. 179 

SlnJJECT: UNIFORMS - BORDER PATROL. 

General Order No. 42 and all su ppl ements and ar.rnm:lJnent s thereto 
are he reby rescinded . 

It is hereby ordered that patrol inspe ctors of the Iimnigration 
Service wear uniforms while on duty, except when oth e rvrl se directed by 
competent authority, said uniforrJs to c onform to the specifications her�in 
prescribed. This order \"lill not be compulsory as to temporary appohite es 
or of ficers who have not completed their probationary periods of employ1.1ent. 

Uniforms rray be pu rchased from any manufacturer, so long as they 
are made ac cording to specifications. 

Badges, cap insie11ia, collar discs, sh onlder 01�nauents and button s 
viill be furnished by -the bureau to the various pa�.rol districts upo:1 receipt 
of re quest s therefor. The badges and cap ir:sicnia will be numbered and all 
equipment must be strictly account ed for. Iri case of loss� duplicat es will 
be supplied at the t:xp0nse of the offic er concerned, but no charge w:i.11 be 
�ade for button3. 

Border patrol off icers� upon being transferred from ono diotric.t 
to another, will take \':ith them their official badges, uuiform ii1sign ia.9 
buttons and cap ornainents. When a.n o fficer leaves the 3 ervi ce such articles9 
including the buttons9 must be surrendered. Each district should nrranse 
to }:eep a sufficient supply of such articles on ha.rid to o qui p i1ew o.ppoi�1tees. 

Rank and service stripes and stars will be furnished by the bureau 

upon receipt of request thorofor. 



order Patrol Ul"iform Epoc ficntions - �e 2. 

:0:.A'JERIA L 

Wint er uniform: Blous o o.11d brooches 9 ·1.�cunt:'lin Clay �:thipcord, 16 oz. 

Su.m.rncr unif orru: 
Lon("" overcoat: 

Short overcoa.t: 

in -,,oiGht. 
·,'!ool b1l.burdi!'lo cloi;h9 13 oz. in "iieight. 
Mounto.i.1 Clo.y ?.�olton, 30 oz. il1 w ight. 
KorD13y9 26 nz. inwoit;ht. 

All ga��onts to ho for3siry gr.09n. 

STYT.uE OF ELO'JSE 

Single breasted so.ck; roll collo.r, four i.rnt tons; form fitt·ing c.t the 
waist to o.ccormnodr.to Srun BroW':'l b'3lt; length to end of' thumb� c.rr.iG hc.n�:.11g 
dorn; vont in buck. 

Pockets z Two breast, patch, pointed flap a·1d button; t·.v-o lov:ar pockets, 
�tcb, \':ith pointed flap and button; patch pochots to be lined ·;dth gove rn­

m:mt standard Silesia; 011� inside breasi. ::iockd of arill. pocket bt·ttons 
to be uniform vest size. 

Sleeve facings: Cuff on ouisiJe of sleeves only to cxt��nd from nea"!l to 
l!l':la.m; blue cloth� 220 Warrer.tor0; edscs to be let into the sec.;;1s; bottom edg3 
turnad under on top of •�d even with th8 edge of the cuff end not r0llod 
under; poi.ated to cenio1·$ 0.nd si..-v:. i�chcs deep fror:i poil1t to bottom edge and 
four inches deep on n ea.!!ls. 

Shoulder straps: To bo of same material as slnev� i'a.ci!'lgs ani to 
oxte�d to odge of collar and be fastened w.!.th uniform vest size but tot1 aild 
button hol e at edge of coll&r. 

Lining: Body of blouse to be lined ':1ith V<metie.n govc1�nm-ant sta11d::i.rd. 

Sleeve lii.:i.ng: To be of superior twill. 

§titcllingz Pockets arid edges -co be stitched dou'lle 3/8". 

Under collara Of cloth to match blou�c. 
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United States Arny brP,Cchos to bo lacod a.t tho sid e , v.rith 20 eyelets on 
each si de9 six eyelets to be 5/8" apart from tack, balar1ce 1 1/4" apart. 
Strips on side scam of breeches to be l" vlide, samo 1�1atorial as cuff 011 coat, 
and breeches to be fitted vith 6 belt loops. All pockot s to be of heavy 
drill!> suspender buttons se\·rnd i n side of waist band. Two side pockets, two 
hip pockets with fl aps and buttonn. 

STY!.¥ m� LONG. OVERCOAT 

Double breasted; four 1€.af collnr; fonr buttons O!'l each side, top 
butto11 to be under the collar; length of coat to extend to knoc� vont in back. 

Ba.ck belt: To be 0110 piece; 2" wide; same material as coat; bolt to be 
lot in side seams without butt ons. 

pockets: To be cut through� material of duck; must he finished to 
permit going through tho coo..t to tho blouse. 

Sleeve facin9s: Cuff on outside of sleeves only to extend from scum to 
seam; blue cloth9 220 Warrenton; edges to bo let into tho sear.is; bottor.1 odge 
turnod ur.der 011 top cf tind E'lVCn ·:;ith the e;dgo of the cuff c:.nd not rollod 
under; pointed to center$ n.rid six inches deep from point to bottom edge c.nd 
four inches deep on soamD. 

Shoulder stro.ns: To be of sumo ma.te!'ic.l us cul'f and to cxtc11d from 
shoulder seem to collo.r soom �nd fasten •:;:Lth 22-line 4-holE. button and 
buttonholo undBr collar. 

Lining: Body of cout to bo lined \7ith standnrd Vcnetia.11 heavy quilted. 

Sle eve lining: To be iron yn.r-n stc.ndo..rd sample coc.t one vcrtic::i.1. 

Stitchin

J
: All sea.ms to be lapped nnd .double stitched 1/211• 

be stitched 1 2". 
Edr:;es to 

Button reinforcing: . .  All buttons to he re.inforcod \Tith 18-line buttons. 

Under collar: Of cloth to r..10.tch cont. 
-

Bndgc strnp: Strnp for official "oc.dgc to be placed en left side� 2" 
nbovc t!1ird button (count ins from the bottom ) und midvro.y betY:ocn sc.id bu·i;ton 
nnd :;loovo sec.m. 
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In additio� to, or as an alternative to, tho long overcoat for patrol 
officers, a short coat conforming to specifications for long overcoat with 
the following exceptions is prescribed: 

Pockets: Horizontal side pockets, outside patch, with flaps ( top level 
with hip), side pockets to be fitted with a slit to run parallel Y:ith flap 
of pocket and between flap and top of pockot to per1i1it reaching revolver 
when worn beneath overcoat, this slit to be Wound with tailor's t ape; also 
two tabs on tho inside of the coat fitted with buttons to fasten inside 
opening. 

Length: Bottom of coat to reach about four inches above top of knee cap. 

Lining: Body of coat to be lined with 5-ounce serge. 

HEADGEAR --

Except as other•1ise specified herein, the type of headgear to be worn 
is ni thin the discretion of the district officer in charge, and may be 
changed from time to time as weather conditions warrant, but the type of 
headgear adopted must be m1iform throughout each patrol subdistrict. 

Cap, winter: Pershing model, cord edee at top and band of cap to be 
same material and color as coat and sleeve f acing. Cap to have two buttons 
at side; black silk cord; lined with sateen; celluloid tip; leather visor. 

Cap, summer: Same as winter cap, except that band may be or open 
weave straw or cane, sar.ie color as blue bn11d 011 vrinter cap. 

Cap, fur: :May be norn when climatic conditions warrant. 

Hat: A hat may be 11orn, of so-called Stetson type but not necessarily 
Stets'Oi1"make, approximating as nearly as possible the shade of the uniform, 
with medium crown indented to a peak r;ith flat stiff rim; crovm and rim of 
dimensions proportioned to the size of the wearer. With plain bandi one 
inch wide, of leather corresponding in color to the belt, fastened by neans 
of metal buckle on left side of the v:earer -- gilt or oxidized silver as may­
be necessary to harmonize in color 1.rith other u11iform details. 

Helmet: A cork or pith helmet ( forestry green ) is authorized as 
optional with the wearer in Districts 10, 17, 22, 25 and 31 nhen weather 
conditions render it suitable in the discretion of the d istrict officer in 
charge. 
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PUTTEES AND FIELD BOOTS 

puttees: To be leather strap leggins, of good quality9 cut in one piece 
and moulded

-
to conform to contour of leg. Color black on Northern border 

and cordovan on Southern border. 

Field boots: In addition to puttees and shoes, field boots are pre­
scribed as a part of the uniform for border patrol officers, color to be 
the same as puttees. The use of field boot s is optional v1ith the wearer. 

SHIRT 

Uniform shirt: To be of a color approximating as n8arly us possible 
that of the uniform and a weight suitable to climatic conditions. Collars 
to be stiffened by stitching when desirable to insure a smart appearance. 
Shoulder straps of same material , with 011e button at the point of strap at 
the collar line, tho entire strap to extend from the collar line to the 
sleeve seam. There will be no cuff facings on the shirt. The uniform 
shirt may be worn during the summer months v1ithout the blouse. 

Dress shirt: Strictly plain white with white collar. The dress shirt 
E!� be worn by officers cleto.iled to office or barrac!rn, upon social 
occo.sions and when off duty, b ut never without tho uniform blouse. Dress 
shirts will have no straps, ornc..me11ts or insignia. 

Tie: A plo.in blo.ck tic, four-in-ho.i1d patt crn, will be worn with uniform. 

BELT 

A lenther bolt, with cross strnp, color blnck on the Northern bordor 
and cordovan on the Southern border, is prescribed as a part of the uniform 
of Border Patrol officers, said belt to be patterned along the lines of the 
so-called s�� Brown belt. Cross strap to be worn over left shoulder. The 
belt must be worn with uniform shirt whe11 no blouse is worn. 

Buckles and other metal trimmings of Sam Brown belt shall be finished 
in gilt or oxidized silver to correspond with the regulation buttons and 
insignia. 

illil!ORM INSIGNIA 

oxidized silver for Patrol Inspectors and Senior patrol Inspectors; 
e;ilt for Chief Patrol Inspectors and Assistant Superintendents. 

Badge: overcoat, to be placed on left side, 2" above third button 
( counting from the bottom ) and m idway betvreen said button and sleeve seam; 
on blouse and uniform shirt, to be placed on left side 1)ocket flap half,•my 
between button and inner edge. 

Co.p insignia: To be worn on winter o.nd summer c ap� b ut not on f ur co.p, 
hat or helmet. 
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Shoulder ornaments: To be worn 1/4" from bottom of shoulder stro.p ? on 
blouse 9 or on shirt who11 110 blouse is worn. 

Collar discs: To be worn on blouse, or on shirt whon no blouse is \'lorn, 
plo.cedl/4" frOrilpoint of c olla.r? set vortica.l. 

Buttons: overcoo.t: E 5.ght lo. q�e. 
Blouse: Four lnrgc - six vest size. 

INSIGNIA OF RANK ON BLOUSE 

Seriior Petrol Inspoctor: one strip of silver bullion or silver bra.id 
three inches in length by-W8 inch in width9 to be worn on the blue facing 
of each sleeve of the uniform blouse, so placed that the ends extend to the 
edges of the facing? forming with the edges of the facing approximately an 
equilateral triangle with the point of the faci11g a.s the apex and the silver 
braid as the base. 

Chief Patrol Inspect�: one strip of gold bullion or gold braid on the 
blue facing of each sleeve? of the size prescribed for senior patrol 
inspectors? to be placed as indicated above. 

Assistant Superintendent: Two strips of gold bullion or g old braid on 
the blue facing of each sleeve of the size prescribed for Chief patrol 
Inspector? the first to be placed as indicated above, the second to be 
placed 3/8 inch below and parallel with it. 

INSIGNIA OF RANK ON UNIFORM OVERCOATS 

Senior patrol Inspector: one strip or 3/16" black tubular mohair braid? 
placed 1]2" above and following contour of blue cuff facing on outer sleeve 
and forming a. single loop above point of facing� outside dimensions of loop 
to be 3" in height o.nd 1 7 /8" at widest point. 

Chief Patrol Inspector: Two strips of above-described braid, the second 
to be placed l/ 4" above and following the first so as to form a second loop 
inside of first. 

Assistant Superint!:E_dent: Three strips of above-described braid, the 
third to be placod-i?4" above and following the second so as to form a third 
loop inside of second. 

Edges of braid to be let into sleeve seruns. 
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INSIGNIA INDICATJ.l·Jg_LE:�9:T!1 OF SERVICE 

T'.w ye�s' s�i·:�: one bar of bullion or braid one h1ch i�1 length, 
1/4 inch in width, pl.a.ca 1 horizontQlly 0!1 the J.eft blouoe olecve, centered 
1/2 inch above the :r,oint cf t.he blue cuff fr.ciDg.-

Four years' ser� t Two bo.rs of 'bullion or braid of size indicuted 
above? thQ second to he plc.r;od 1/1 inch nhove nnd pa.rnllel with the first. 

Fivo :r:ec.rs • service, RoruovB ban;, subr;tituto 0?10 fivo-poin·� ed st::\r of 
bullion , meusurine; 1/2 inch fron: ·ooint to p c-.int 9 pl.fl.ced c ent er 1 3/4 inches 
o.bovo the point of blue trinming 011 l<::ft blouse sleovo. 

Additio110.l service: Will bo indico.ted ::'..O m.ttlined o.bovo - until ten 
yen.rs 1 service ho.s been r.ttnim..:d, wh ereupon the bnrs \till he removed r.r.d 
n:io"l.hor stc.r n.dded o.ntl so on. Str.rs r:ill be cc>n.;...ired. o.11d pli-.ced horizont:.�lly 

l/� inch a.po.rt. 

Service hiSignia for Chief pv.tro l Inspectors r.:1d higher fTt:dos to be 
of gold, Sorvice insign::i.n for Senior f'r'.trol Inspectors o.nd lowor grudos +.o 
be o:f silver, 

Service imiigniu will repro30rit r.ctur.l sorvfoe only in the Border p�.trol. 

Approved: 

ROBE CJ.RL ',1BITE, 
The Assi�tnnt Socrot�ry. 

HAR.11.Y E, HULL, 
Co:mmissionor Gonor�l. 


