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ORDINANCE NO. 3J}05 

AN ORDINANCE of the c1ty council of the City of 
Kent, Washington, amendmg chapter 11.06 of the Kent 
City Code, ent1tled "Cnt1cal Areas/' to prov1de for 
wetland categonzat1on and wetland buffer Widths as 
requ1red pursuant to a dec1s1on by the Central Puget 
Sound Growth Management Heanngs Board, makmg 
other related amendments, and amendmg Kent City 
Code sect1on 15.08.400 for consistency w1th these 
cnt1cal areas amendments. 

RECITALS 

A. On Apnl 19, 2005, the Kent City Council passed 1ts Ordmance No. 

3746, which enacted new c1ty of Kent cnt1cal areas regulations, pursuant to the 

state Growth Management Act (GMA). The council passed these regulations only 

after an extended penod of sc1ent1fic study, regulatory rev1ew, and commun1ty 

partiCipation. The recitals embodied 1n Ordmance No. 3746 descnbe th1s process 

1n detail and are mcorporated mto th1s ordinance by th1s reference. 

B. Subsequent to enactment of Ordinance No. 3746, the state of 

Washmgton, through the Department of Ecology (DOE) and the Department of 

Commumty, Trade, and Econom1c Development (CTED), f1led an act1on before 

the Central Puget Sound Growth Management Heanngs Board (GMHB) appealmg 

certam aspects of the c1ty's ordmance. The state's appeal centered on the c1ty 

council's appl1cat1on of best available sc1ence requirements under the GMA w1th 

respect to the ordmance's 3-tlered wetlands classification system, wetland buffer 

w1dths, and also the ordinance's treatment of certam artifiCially created wetlands. 

The state argued that the c1ty should have used a 4-tlered wetlands classification 
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system with larger wetland buffers and w1th a stronger focus on wetland and 

buffer hab1tat Impacts. 

C. The c1ty opposed th1s appeal and argued that 1ts ordinance was 

cons1stent w1th the GMA and adequately mcorporated BAS, particularly when 

balancmg other GMA goals. 

D. One year after passage of the c1ty's ordmance, the GMHB issued a 

dec1s1on and order on Apnl 19, 2006, f1nd1ng 1n favor of the state and spec1f1cally 

fmd1ng that the appealed port1ons of the c1ty's cnt1cal areas ordmance d1d not 

comply w1th the GMA. The GMHB dec1ded that the City should not have used the 

, 3-tlered class1f1cat1on system, should have mcorporated larger buffer w1dths, and 

should amend 1ts treatment of art1f1c1ally created wetlands to comply w1th GMA 

requirements. 

E. The c1ty appealed the GMHB dec1s1on to the Kmg County Supenor 

Court. Subsequently, all part1es sought d1rect rev1ew before the state Court of 

Appeals, DIVISIOn I. That court granted d1rect rev1ew on July 28, 2006. The 

appeal of the GMHB dec1s1on IS currently pendmg before the Court of Appeals, 

but a fmal dec1s1on IS not expected for many months, and 1f appealed aga1n by 

e1ther party from the Court of Appeals to the Washmgton State Supreme Court, 

may not be fmally resolved for a penod of years. As a result, the controversy, 

and the f1rmly held bel1efs of all part1es, rem am act1ve and under dispute. 

F. Dunng the pend1ng penod of th1s appeal, however, certam state 

agenc1es have rel1ed on the GMHB's fmdmg that the c1ty does not comply w1th 

the GMA. In particular, the Washington State Public Works Board sent a letter to 

the c1ty on May 24, 2006, stat1ng that, because of the GMHB's f1nd1ng of non­

compliance, the c1ty was not eligible to apply for grants from the Public Works 

Trust Fund. The c1ty had, at that t1me, a pendmg application for a $7 m1ll1on 

dollar low Interest loanr and c1ty staff, based on prev1ous history of appl1cat1ons 

and awards through th1s agency, had a f1rm bel1ef that the Public Works Board 

would likely award most, 1f not all, the requested amount. Moreover, c1ty staff 

mtended to use th1s award as seed money to obtam another $10 m1ll1on from 

other state grant and loan funds through agenc1es l1ke the Fre1ght Mob1l1ty 
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Strategtc Actton Board (FMSIB) and the Transportatton Improvement Board 

(TIB). 1 

G. Other ctty grant and loan resources were stmtlarly threatened. The 

InterAgency Commtttee (lAC) regularly authonzed grants to the ctty's parks and 

recreatton system. The lAC awards tts grants on a pomt score formula based on 

the answers provtded by appltcant JUnsdtcttons. These grants and the attendant 

scores are htghly compettttve, and score dtfferences of as ltttle as a few 

hundredths of a pomt can make a substanttal dtfference 1n an appltcant's fmal 

standmg 1n the grant award queue. One of the questtons asked 1n these 

standardtzed appltcatton forms IS whether or not the appltcant agency IS 1n 

compliance wtth the GMA. An lAC determtnatton that the ctty dtd not comply 

wtth the GMA based on the GMHB's dectston and order would also severely affect 

the ctty's grant eltgtbtltty. 

H. Even though the c1ty counc1l mamtams that 1ts Ordmance No. 3946 

dtd m fact comply wtth the GMA, and even though the c1ty mtends to vtgorously 

appeal the GMHB dec1s1on, the c1ty council, 1n an effort to mamta1n 1ts eltglbtltty 

w1th these agenctes and m an effort to demonstrate tts wtlltngness to comply wtth 

the GMHB, wtth the dtrect1on of DOE and CTED, and w1th the Offtce of the 

Governor, has determmed to amend tts cnt1cal areas ordmance to comply wtth 

the GMHB dec1s1on dunng the pendancy of the c1ty's appeal of the deetston. 

I. As a result, the city council directed staff, on July 5, 2006, to 

consult with DOE and CTED, and to develop amendments to the c1ty's cnt1cal 

areas regulattons that would comply w1th the GMA. City staff has entered mto 

these consultations wtth staff from the state agenctes, has obtamed the1r 

approval of the amendments contatned tn th1s ordmance, and by thts ordmance, 

amends the c1ty's cnttcal areas regulattons so as to comply wtth the GMHB 

dec1s1on and order and wtth the GMA. 

J. Havmg recetved staff approval of the amendments contamed 1n 

th1s ordmance, the ctty counctl, after provtdmg appropnate public nottce, and 

1 Because of a techmcal error 1n the applicable Washrngton Admrnrstratrve Code sectron, the board 
subsequently reversed thrs decrs10n and allowed the crty to apply However, were rt not for thrs 
technrcalrty, the crty could not have applred for Publrc Works Trust Fund loans 
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after completmg appropriate State Environmental Policy Act (SEPA) rev1ew, has 

determined to enact th1s ordmance, wh1ch IS mtended to obtam compliance w1th 

the GMA dur~ng the penod that the Ordinance 3946 appeal IS under rev1ew. 

K. The c1ty conducted and completed environmental rev1ew under the 

State Environmental Pol1cy Act (SEPA), 1ssumg an Addendum to 1ts 

Comprehensive Plan Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) on August 7, 2006. 

Additionally, on July 6, 2006, the c1ty prov1ded not1f1cat1on under RCW 

36 70A.106 to the state of Washmgton on the c1ty's proposed amendment to the 

cr1t1cal areas ordmance, and sought expedited rev1ew under RCW 

36.70A.106(3)(b). Expedited rev1ew was granted by the Department of 

Commun1ty Trade and Econom1c Development on July 24, 2006. 

NOW THEREFORE, THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF KENT, 

WASHINGTON, DOES HEREBY ORDAIN AS FOLLOWS: 

ORDINANCE 

SECTION 1. -Amendment. Chapter 11.06 of the Kent City Code, entitled 

"Cr1t1cal Areas," 1s amended to read as follows: 

Chapter 11.06 

CRITICAL AREAS 

Article I. Procedural & Administrative Provisions 

Sec. 11.06.040. Exemptions. 

A. The followmg act1v1t1es performed on s1tes contammg cr1t1cal areas as 

defmed by th1s chapter shall be exempt from the proVISions of these regulat1ons: 

1. Conservation or preservation of so1l, water, vegetation, f1sh, and 

other Wildlife that does not entail chang1ng the structure or funct10ns of the 

cr1t1cal area. 

2. Ex1stmg and ongomg agr~cultural act1vit1es, as defmed m this 

chapter. 
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3. Act1v1t1es mvolv1ng art1f1c1ally created wetlands or streams 

mtent1onally created from non-wetland s1tes, mclud1ng but not l1m1ted to, grass­

lined swales, 1rngat1on and dramage d1tches, retention or detention fac111t1es, and 

landscape features, except wetlands or streams created as m1t1gat1on or that 

prov1de cr1t1cal hab1tat for anadromous f1sh. 

4. Operation, mamtenance, repa1r, and reconstruction of existing 

structures, roads, tra1ls, streets, ut111t1es, and associated structures, d1kes, 

levees, or dramage systems; prov1ded, that reconstruction of any fac11it1es or 

structures IS not "substantial reconstruction," may not further encroach on a 

cr1t1cal area or 1ts buffer, and shall mcorporate best management pract1ces. 

5. Normal mamtenance, repa1r, and reconstruction of res1dent1al or 

commerc1al structures, faCII1t1es, and landscapmg; prov1ded, that reconstruction 

of any structures may not mcrease the prev1ous footprint, and further prov1ded 

that the proviSIOns of th1s chapter are followed. 

6. The add1t1on of floor area w1th1n an ex1st1ng building wh1ch does 

not mcrease the bu1ldmg footprint. 

7. S1te mvest1gat1ve work and stud1es that are prerequ1s1te to 

preparation of an applicat1on for development mcludmg so1ls tests, water qual1ty 

stud1es, w1ldl1fe stud1es, and s1m1lar tests and mvest1gat1ons; prov1ded, that any 

disturbance of the cr1t1cal area shall be the m1n1mum necessary to carry out the 

work or studies. 

8. Educational act1v1t1es, sc1ent1f1c research, and outdoor recreational 

act1v1t1es, mcludmg but not l1m1ted to mterpret1ve f1eld tr1ps, b1rdwatchmg, 

boatmg, sw1mmmg, f1shmg, and h1k1ng, that w1ll not have a S1gn1f1cant effect on 

the cr1t1cal area. 

9. The harvestmg of w1ld crops and seeds to propagate nat1ve plants 

1n a manner that IS not InJUriOUS to natural reproduction of such crops, and 

provided the harvesting does not requ1re t1ll1ng of so1l, plantmg of crops, or 

alterat1on of the cnt1cal area by chang1ng ex1stmg topography, water cond1t1ons, 

or water sources. 
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10. Emergency actiVIties necessary to prevent an 1mmed1ate threat to 

public health, safety, property, or the environment wh1ch requ1res 1mmed1ate 

act1on w1thm a t1me too short to allow full compliance w1th th1s chapter as 

determmed by the department. 

11. Development of lots vested and/or legally created through a 

subdiVISion, short subdiVISion, or other legal means and approved prior to the 

effective date of the ordmance cod1f1ed 1n th1s chapter. 

12. Previously legally filled · ... ·etlands or wetlands accidentally created 

13y i'lurnan act1ons pnor to July 1, 1990. Ti'le latter si'lall 13e docurnented ti'lrougR 

pi'lotograpi'ls, staternents, and/or eti'ler conclusive evidence and 13e agreed te 13y 

ti'le director. 

12,3. Removal of invas1ve plants and planting of nat1ve vegetation 1n 

wetland and stream buffers for the purpose of enhancing habitat values of these 

areas pursuant to an approved m1t1gat1on plan. 

1J4. Stabilization of s1tes where eros1on or landsl1d1ng threatens public 

or pnvate structures, utilities, roadways, driveways, or publicly mamtamed tra1ls 

or where eros1on or landsl1d1ng threatens any lake, stream, wetland, or shoreline. 

Stabilization work shall be performed 1n a manner wh1ch causes the least poss1ble 

disturbance to the slope and 1ts vegetat1ve cover. Th1s act1v1ty shall be 

performed 1n accordance w1th approved s1te stabilization plans. 

1~5. Minor activities not mentioned above and determined 1n advance 

and in Writing by the d1rector to have m1n1mal Impacts to a cnt1cal area. 

B. Notw1thstand1ng the exempt1ons prov1ded by th1s subsection, any 

otherw1se exempt act1v1t1es occurnng 1n or near a critical area or 1ts buffer shall 

comply w1th the mtent of these standards and shall cons1der ons1te alternatives 

that avo1d or mm1m1ze S1gn1f1cant adverse impacts. Emergency act1V1t1es shall 

m1t1gate for any Impacts caused to critical areas upon abatement of the 

emergency. 
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C. W1th the exception of emergency actions, and existing and ongomg 

agncultural actiVIties, no property owner or other ent1ty shall undertake exempt 

act1v1t1es pnor to prov1dmg fourteen (14) days' not1ce to the director and 

rece1vmg conf1rmat1on m wnt1ng that the proposed act1v1ty 1s exempt. In case of 

any quest1on as to whether a particular act1v1ty IS exempt from the proviSions of 

th1s sect1on, the director's determmat1on shall prevail and shall be confirmed m 

wntmg. 

D. Legally established uses, developments, or structures that are 

nonconformmg solely due to mcons1stenc1es w1th the prov1s1ons of th1s chapter 

shall not be considered nonconforming pursuant to KCC 15.08.100. 

Reconstruction or add1t1ons to ex1st1ng structures wh1ch mtrude mto cnt1cal areas 

or the1r buffers shall not mcrease the amount of such mtrus1on except as 

prov1ded by KCC 11.06.100(A). Once a non-conformmg use 1s d1scontmued for a 

I penod of one-year, that use cannot be re-established. 

E. The exemptions established by th1s sect1on shall apply only to act1v1t1es 

that are otherw1se permitted by federal, state, and/or local laws. 

Article II. Definitions 

Sec. 11.06.193. Corridor. Corridor means a contmuous strip of 

undisturbed veqetat1on connectmq two (2) cnt1cal areas, protected m perpetuity 

from development v1a a restnct1ve covenant 1n the form of a Conservation 

Easement. Sens1t1ve Area Easement, or Sens1t1ve Area Tract. 

Sec. 11.06.387. Natural heritage wetland. Natural hentaqe wetland 

means a wetland 1dent1f1ed by the Washmqton State Department of Natural 

Resources Natural Hentaqe Program as e1ther h1gh gua1lty undisturbed wetlands 

or wetlands that support state threatened. endangered. or sens1t1ve plant 

spec1es. Natural hentage wetland mventones are ava1lable from the Washmgton 

State Department of Natural Resources. 
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Sec. 11.06.530. Wetland. Wetland or wetlands means areas that are 

mundated or saturated by surface water or groundwater at a frequency and 

durat1on suff1c1ent to support and that under normal circumstances do support, a 

prevalence of vegetation typically adapted for l1fe m saturated so1l cond1t1ons. 

Wetlands generally Include swamps, marshes, bogs, and s1m1lar areas. Wetlands 

do not mclude those art1f1c1al wetlands mtent1onally created from nonwetland 

s1tes, mcludmg but not l1m1ted to, 1rngat1on and dra1nage d1tches, grass-lmed 

swales, canals, detention fac1l1t1es, wastewater treatment fac1l1t1es, farm ponds, 

and landscape amen1t1es, or those wetlands created after July 1. 1990, that were 

un1ntent1onally created as a result of a road, street. or highway. However, 

wetlands 1nclude those art1f1c1al wetlands mtent1onally created to m1t1gate 

conversiOn of wetlands. For 1dent1fymg and del1neat1ng wetlands, the Washmgton 

State Wetland Ident1f1cat1on and Del1neat1on Manual (Ecology, 1997) shall be 

used. Wetlands determmed pr1or converted cropland (PCC) by federal agenc1es 

may st1ll be considered wetlands by the c1ty of Kent. If these wetlands meet 

requirements of the Washmgton State Department of Ecology Manual, the 

wetlands shall be regulated, and the cr1t1cal area shall be protected l1ke any other 

wetland pursuant to th1s code. 

Sec. 11.06.533. Wetland categorv. Wetland category means the 

numenc des1gnat1on CI through IV) ass1gned to a wetland to prov1de an 1nd1cat1on 

of that wetland's overall function and value. Wetland categones rank the City's 

wetlands from h1ghest (Category I) to lowest (Category IV). 

Article III. General Mitigation and Monitoring 

Sec. 11.06.550. Mitigation standards. 

A. M1t1gat1on sequencmg shall be avoidance, mm1m1zat1on, m1t1gat1on. Any 

proposal to 1mpact a cnt1cal area shall demonstrate that 1t IS unavoidable or w1ll 

prov1de a greater funct1on and value to the cr1t1cal area. 
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B. Adverse 1mpacts to cnt1cal area functions and values shall be m1t1gated. 

Mitigation act1ons shall be Implemented 1n the preferred sequence 1dent1f1ed 1n 

th1s chapter. Proposals wh1ch mclude less preferred and/or compensatory 

m1t1gat10n shall demonstrate that: 

1. All feasible and reasonable measures have been taken to reduce 

1mpacts and losses to the Critical area, or to avo1d 1mpacts where avOidance IS 

requ1red by these regulations; prov1ded, that avOidance IS not requ1red where an 

applicant proposes to f1ll and replace a hydrologically Isolated emergent Category 

III or IVIass 3 wetland less than f1ve thousand (5,000) square feet 1n s1ze 

pursuant to KCC 11.06.610(C). For the purposes of th1s sect1on a hydrologically 

Isolated wetland shall be determmed by the U.S. Army Corps of Engmeers. 

2. The restored, created, or enhanced cnt1cal area or buffer will at a 

mm1mum be as v1able and enduring as the Critical area or buffer area 1t replaces. 

3. In the case of wetlands and streams, no overall net loss Will occur 

in wetland or stream functions and values. The mlt1gat1on shall be functionally 

equivalent to the altered wetland or stream 1n terms of hydrological, biological, 

phys1cal, and chem1cal funct1ons. 

Article IV. Wetlands 

Sec. 11.06.580. Wetlands rating system. The follo·,.;,ng rat1ng s';stem 

IS hereby adopted for the purpose of determiAIAg the s1ze of 'o'vetland buffers and 

for the rev1e'"'' of perm1ts under th1s chapter. For the purposes of th1s sect1on, the 

U.S. F1sh and Wildlife Service's Classification of Wetlands and Deepwater Habitats 

of the United States, FI,I.'S/OBS 79 31 (Coward1n et al., 1979) contains the 

descnpt1ons of wetland classes and subclasses. 

A 
H. 

CF1ter1a: 

Cate~ory 1 wet!aAds. VVetlands which meet any of the following 

l.The documented presence of species proposed or listed by the federal or 

state government as endangered, threatened, or other spec1es identified by the 

State Department of Natural Resources through 1ts natural hefltage data or by 
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tile State DepaFtmeRt of W1lalife as a pFIOFity spec1es, or tile preseRce of cr1t1cal 

or outstaRamg actual llal:l1tat for tllose spec1es. 

2. 'A'etlaRas equal to or greater tllaR h•ve (2) acres IR s1ze 

1lav1Rg forty (40) perceRt to s1xty (60) perceRt permaReRt opeR water IR 

dispersed patches w1tll t·lt'o (2) OF mere classes of vegetat10R. 

3. WetlaRas eejual to or greater tllaR teR (10) acres IR s1ze 

aRe llav1Rg tllree (3) or more wetlaRd classes, oRe of wll1cll IS opeR ·,•,·ater. 

4. Tile preseRce of 13ogs or feRs. 

B. Category 2 wetlands. WetlaRds wllicll meet aRy of tile folle•,yiRg 

criteria, aRd wll1cll are Rot Category 1 wetlaRds: 

l.WetlaRds greater tllaR oRe (1) acre IR s1ze. 

2.\'VetlaRds equal to oF less tllaR oRe (1) acre IR s1ze aRd lla'IIRg tllree (3) 

or mere wetlaRd classes. 

3.WetlaRas eEjual to or less tllaR oRe (1) acre, aut greater tllaR 1000 

SE!Uare feet, tllat llave a forested wetlaRa class. 

4. 'NetlaRdS tllat CORtaiR tile decumeRted pFeSeRCC of AeFOR 

FOOI<eFieS OF FaptOF ReStiRg Sites. 

C. category 3 wetlands. WetlaRas wllicll meet tile followiRg CFitefla, 

aRe v.·llicll are Rot Category 1 or 2 wetlaRds. 

1. WetlaRds til at are equal to OF less tllaR oRe ( 1) acre IR s1ze 

aRd tllat llave t· .... o (2) or fewer wetlaRd classes. 

A. Wetlands are class1f1ed as Category I. II. III. or IV based on the 

Washmgton State Wetland Ratmg System for Western Washington, Washmgton 

State Department of Ecology Publ1cat1on 04-06-025. published August 2004. 

B. Wetland ratmg categones shall not recogn1ze illegal mod1f1cat1ons that 

have been made to a wetland or 1ts buffers. 
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Sec. 11.06.590. Determination of wetland boundary by 

delineation. 

A. Delineations shall be required when a development is proposed on 

property contammg wetlands 1dent1f1ed on the c1ty of Kent wetland Inventory or 

when any other credible ev1dence may suggest that wetlands could be present. 

Delineations shall also be performed when the ev1dence suggests that buffers 

from wetlands on adjacent propert1es may Impact the proposed development. 

B. The exact location of the wetland boundary shall be determmed through 

the performance of a f1eld 1nvest1gat1on applymg the wetland def1n1t1on of th1s 

chapter. An appl1cant may request the department to perform the delmeat1on, 

prov1ded the applicant pays the department for all necessary expenses 

associated w1th performing the delmeat1on. The department shall consult w1th 

qual1f1ed professional sc1ent1sts and techmcal experts or other experts as needed 

to perform the delmeat1on. Where the applicant has provided a delmeat1on of the 

wetland boundary, the department shall venfy the accuracy of, and may render 

adjustments to, the boundary delmeat1on. The dec1s1on of the department may 

only be appealed pursuant to procedures outl1ned 1n th1s chapter. 

C. The delmeat1on shall contain the followmg information: 

1. A wntten assessment and accompanying maps of wetlands and 

buffers w1th1n one hundred (100) two hundred seventy-f1ve (275)-feet of the 

proJect area, mcludmg the followmg mformat1on at a m1n1mum: all known 

wetland Inventory maps (mcludmg a copy of the c1ty of Kent wetland mventory 

map); wetland delmeat1ons and requ1red buffers; ex1st1ng wetland acreage; 

wetland category; vegetat1ve, faunal, and hydrologic charactenst1cs; so1l and 

substrate cond1t1ons; and topographic data. 

2. A d1scuss1on of measures, including avo1dance, mm1m1zat1on, and 

m1t1gat1on proposed to preserve ex1stmg wetlands and restore any wetlands that 

were degraded pnor to the current proposed land use act1v1ty. 

3. A hab1tat and nat1ve vegetation conservat1on strategy that 

addresses methods to protect and enhance ons1te hab1tat and wetland functions. 
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D. A wetland delmeat1on wh1ch has been confirmed by the department 

pursuant to SEPA rev1ew for a proposed project shall be b1ndmg upon the c1ty 

and the applicant. If a wetland delmeat1on report has not gone through SEPA 

rev1ew as a part of the appl1cat1on process, and the c1ty has approved a wetland 

delmeat1on report for another purpose, the wetland delmeat1on report shall be 

valid for a penod of two (2) years from the date of the approved report. 

Sec. 11.06.600. Wetland buffers and building setback lines. 

A. Standard buffer Widths. 

1. Standard buffers shall be determined by the wetland catego[y 

j;!Ursuant to KCC 11.06.580 and the Hab1tat Score from the Washmgton State 

Wetland Rat1ng S'istem for Western Washmgton, Wash1ngton State Dej;!artment 

of Ecolog'i Publication 04-06-025, j;!Ubl1shed August 2004. Standard buffers shall 

be aggl1ed to wetlands unless otherwise reduced gursuant to subsection (B) of 

th1s sect1on, mcreased gursuant to subsection (C) of th1s sect1on, or otherwise 

adjusted under other grov1s1ons of ch. 11.06 KCC. Standard buffers (m feet), 

and reduced buffers germ1tted gursuant to subsection (B) of th1s sect1on, are 

grov1ded m the followmg table: 

Habitat <20 <20 w/ 20-28 20-28 wl 29+ 29+ wl 
Score 11.06.600(8) 11.Q6.600{8) 11.06.600{8} 

{Points} 

Categorl£ I 125 100 150 125 225 200 

~ategorl£ II 100 75 125 110 200 175 

Categorl£ III 75 60 125 110 nLg_ nLg_ 

Catego!J£ IV 50 40 nLg_ nLg_ nLg_ nLg_ 

2. Wetland buffer zones shall be requ1red for all regulated act1v1t1es 

adjacent to wetlands. Any wetland created, restored, or enhanced as 

compensation for approved wetland alterations shall also mclude the standard 

buffer requ1red for the category of the created, restored, or enhanced wetland. 

All buffers shall be measured from the wetland boundary as surveyed m the f1eld. 
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The w1dth of the wetland buffer zone shall be determmed accordmg to the ratmg 

ass1gned to the wetland. 

Wetland Category 

3 

3. Bogs shall have a standard buffer of two hundred fifteen (215) 

feet. However. a twenty-five (25) foot reduction IS allowed w1th 1mplementat1on 

of subsection (B) of th1s sect1on. 

4. Natural hentage wetlands shall have a standard buffer of two 

hundred fifteen (215) feet. However. a twenty-five (25) foot reduct1on IS allowed 

w1th 1mplementat1on of subsect1on (B) of th1s sect1on. 

B. Reduced buffer widths. Standard buffer w1dths as noted in subsection CA) 

of th1s sect1on may be reduced. as prov1ded m that subsection's table. 1f the 

applicant Implements all applicable m1t1gat1on measures 1dent1f1ed 1n the followmg 

table: 

Examoles of Activities and Uses that 
Disturbance Cause Disturbances 
LIQhts • Park1na Lots 

• Warehouses 
• Manufactunna 
• Res1dent1al 

N01se • Manufactunna 
• Res1dent1al 

TOXIC runoff* • Park1na lots 
• Roads 
• Manufacturinq 
• Res1dent1al Areas 
• Aool1cat1on of Aa Pesticides 
~ Landscapmq 

Chance m water • Impermeable surfaces 
rea1me • Lawns 

• T1llma 
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Examoles of Measures to 
Minimize Imoacts 
• D1rect l1ahts awav from 

wetland 

• Locate act1v1tv that 
generates n01se away from 
wetland 

• Route all new untreated 
runoff away from wetland 
wh1le ensunng wetland 1s not 
dewatered 

• Establish covenants l1m1t1na 
use of pest1c1des w1thm 150-
feet of wetlands 

• Aoolv mtearated pest 
manaaement 

• Infiltrate or treat detam 
and disperse mto buffer new 
runoff from 1mperv1ous 
surfaces and new lawns 
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Pets and human • Residential areas • Use orivacv fencma · ola nt 
disturbance dense nat1ve vegetat1on to 

delineate buffer edge and 
discourage disturbance; 
Qlace wetland and 
bufferLcorndor m a seQarate 
tract or easement 

~ • Tilled f1elds • Use best manaaement 
oract1ces to control dust 

• These examoles are not necessanlv adequate for mm1m1z1na tox1c runoff 1f 
threatened or endangered SQec1es are present. 

• Th1s 1s not a comolete list of measures. Other s1m1lar measures mav be 
proposed by the applicant for aQQroval by the director or h1s[her des1gnee. 

• Applicant shall d1scuss all applicable m1t1aat1on measures m the m1t1aat1on 
plan, mclud1ng benefits to the wetlands for those used and rationale for not 
mcludma soec1f1c measures. 

_c-s. Increased buffer w1dths. 

1. If a Category I or II wetland, w1th a hab1tat score greater than 

1 
twenty (20) QOints IS located w1thm three hundred (300) feet of a Pnonty Hab1tat 

1 Area as def1ned by the Washmgton State Department of F1sh and Wildlife, or as 

maQped by the c1ty of Kent as a pnonty hab1tat area m accordance w1th the 

Washmgton State DeQartment of F1sh and Wildlife defm1t1ons, the buffer 

established m subsect1on (A) of th1s sect1on shall be mcreased by f1fty (50) feet 

unless: 

a. The aQQiicant Qrov1des a relatively undisturbed vegetated 

corndor at least one hundred (100) feet wide between the wetland and all 

Pnonty Hab1tat Areas located w1th1n three hundred (300) feet of the wetland. 

The corndor shall be protected for the ent1re distance between the wetland and 

the Pnonty Hab1tat Area QUrsuant to KCC 11.06.640: and 

b. The aQplicant mcoroorates all aQQiicable m1t1gat1on des1gn 

cntena pursuant to KCC 11.06.600(8). 

-1-_2_. _The director may requ1re increased buffer w1dths on a case-by-case 

bas1s when a larger buffer IS necessary to protect spec1es l1sted by the federal 

government or the state as endangered, threatened, sens1t1ve, or documented 

pnonty spec1es or habitats. Such mcreased buffers shall be based on 
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recommendations by a qualified professional wetland b1olog1st and, 1f applicable, 

best management pract1ces for protection of the spec1es adopted by an agency 

With JUriSdiCtiOn. 

J~. Applicants for development perm1ts may volunteer to prov1de 

mcreased buffers pursuant to the followmg procedures: 

a. If an applicant prov1des a buffer wh1ch is permanently 

protected pursuant to the requirements of th1s chapter and 1s at least twenty-f1ve 

(25) feet w1der than the buffers requ1red pursuant to subsect1on (A) of th1s 

sect1on, the applicant may apply for a ten (10) percent 1ncrease m the number of 

res1dent1al un1ts permitted per acre pursuant to the requirements of KCC 

15.08.400, planned un1t development, PUD. 

b. If an applicant prov1des a buffer wh1ch IS permanently 

protected pursuant to the requ1rements of th1s chapter and 1s at least f1fty (50) 

feet w1der than the buffers requ1red pursuant to subsection (A) of th1s sect1on, 

the applicant may apply for a twenty (20) percent mcrease 1n the number of 

res1dent1al un1ts permitted per acre pursuant to the requirements of KCC 

15.08.400, planned umt development, PUD. 

D€. Buffer averagmg. 

1. Wetland buffer w1dth averag1ng shall be allowed where the 

applicant demonstrates the followmg: 

a. The ecolog1cal functions and values of the buffer after 

averagmg 1s equivalent to or greater than the functions and values before 

averag1ng as determmed by a qual1f1ed consultant and as approved by the c1ty. 

Properly funct1onmg buffers shall not be reduced through buffer averagmg except 

m exceptional Circumstances, such as a need to gam access to property or other 

s1m1lar Circumstances, to be approved by the director. 

b. Averagmg w1ll not adversely Impact the wetland functions 

and values. 
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c. The total area contamed withm the wetland buffer after 

averagmg shall be no less than the total area contamed w1thm the standard 

buffer pnor to averagmg. 

d. At no pomt shall the buffer w1dth be reduced by more than 

fifty (50) percent of the standard buffer or be less than twenty-f1ve (25) feet. 

e. The add1t1onal buffer shall be contiguous w1th the standard 

buffer and located in a manner to prov1de buffer functions to the wetland. 

f. If the buffers are degraded pursuant to KCC 11.06.227, 

they shall be restored pursuant to an approved restoration/enhancement plan. 

g. If restoration or enhancement of the buffer is required m 

order to establish a su1table growth of nat1ve plants, mamtenance, and 

mon1tonng of the buffer for a penod of at least three (3) years shall be prov1ded 

pursuant to an approved mon1tonng plan as requ1red by KCC 11.06.570. 

_E-9. Buffer restoration reqwred. If the buffers, mcludmg both standard buffers 

and buffers wh1ch are averaged, are degraded, they shall be restored dunng 

development pursuant to an approved restoration plan. If the plan mcludes 

establ1shmg a su1table growth of nat1ve plants, mamtenance and mon1tonng of 

the buffer for a penod of at least three (3) years shall be provided pursuant to an 

approved mon1tonng plan as requ1red by KCC 11.06.570. Where 1t can be 

demonstrated that there w1ll be no Impacts from the proposed development to 

the wetland or wetland buffer, the director shall have the authonty to wa1ve or 

mod1fy th1s requirement . 

.EE. Required report for buffer averaging and/or reduction. A request to buffer 

average pursuant to subsection (GQ) shall be supported by a buffer 

enhancement/restoration plan prepared by a qual1f1ed professional. The plan 

shall assess the hab1tat, water qual1ty, storm water detention, groundwater 

recharge, shorelme protect1on, and eros1on protection functions of the buffer; 

assess the effects of the proposed decreased or mod1f1ed buffer on those 

funct1ons; and address the applicable cntena listed m th1s sect1on. A buffer 

restoration and/or enhancement plan shall also prov1de the followmg: (1) a map 
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'I locatmg the spec1f1c area of restoration and/or enhancement; (2) a plantmg plan 
I 

that uses nat1ve plant spec1es md1genous to th1s reg1on mcludmg groundcover, 

shrubs, and trees; and (3) prov1s1ons for mon1tonng and mamtenance 

throughout the mon1tonng penod. 

GF. Buffer cond1t10n. Except as otherwise allowed by th1s section, wetland 

buffers shall be reta1ned m the1r natural cond1t1on. Where buffer disturbance has 

occurred dunng construction, re-vegetation w1th nat1ve vegetat1on shall be 

requ1red pursuant to an approved restoration/enhancement plan consistent w1th 

th1s code . 

.!:!.G. Buffer utilization for landscape requirements. Enhanced wetland buffers 

11 may be used to sat1sfy landscapmg requirements m Ch. 15.07 KCC where all of 

the followmg cntena are sat1sf1ed: 

1. The buffer, as enhanced by applicant, w1ll prov1de equ1valent or 

greater protection of wetland functions. 

2. The enhanced buffer w1ll meet the landscapmg requirements as 

outlmed m Ch. 15.07 KCC. The proposed landscape vegetat1on sat1sf1es wetland 

buffer vegetation requirements. 

3. The enhanced buffer IS of the full landscape w1dth requ1red by Ch. 

15.07 KCC. 

IH. Perm1tted uses in a wetland buffer. Activities shall not be allowed in a 

buffer except for the followmg and then only when properly m1t1gated: 

1. When the Improvements are part of an approved enhancement, 

restorat1on, or m1t1gat1on plan. 

2. For construction of new public or private roads and utilities, and 

accessory structures, when no pract1cable alternat1ve locat1on ex1sts. 

3. Construction of foot tra1ls, accordmg to the followmg cntena: 

a. Constructed of permeable matenals. 

b. Des1gned to mm1m1ze Impact on the stream system. 
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c. Of a maxtmum wtdth of etght (8) feet. 

d. Where feastble, located wtthm the outer half of the buffer, 

t.e., the portton of the buffer that ts farther away from the stream, except to 

cross a stream when approved by the ctty and all other applicable agenctes and 

except as appropnate to provtde outlook pomts or stmtlar locattons for 

educattonal, sctenttftc, and other purposes whtch wtll not adversely affect the 

overall functtons and values of the wetland. 

4. Construction of footbridges and boardwalks. 

5. Constructton of ed ucattonal faciltttes, such as vtewmg platforms 

and mformattonal stgns. 

6. The construction of outdoor recreatton such as fishmg pters, boat 

launches, benches. 

7. Maintenance of pre-extstmg factltttes or temporary uses havmg 

mmtmal adverse tmpacts on buffers and no adverse tmpacts on wetlands. These 

may mclude but are not hmtted to: matntenance of extsttng dramage factltttes, 

low mtenstty passtve recreational acttvtttes such as pervtous trails, nonpermanent 

wtldltfe watchtng bltnds, short-term sctenttftc or educattonal acttvtttes, and sports 

ftshtng. 

8. Stormwater dtscharge outlets with energy dtsstpatton structures as 

approved by the ctty of Kent. Unless otherwtse approved by the dtrector, these 

shall be located as close to the outer penmeter of the buffer as allowed by 

proper destgn and functton of the dtscharge system. To the extent that 

construction of such outlets tmpacts vegetatton tn the buffer, restoratton of the 

vegetatton shall be requtred. 

9. On-gomg g_ty_mamtenance activtttes by tl9e ctty of l<eAt '<'egetattoA 

FAaAageFAeAt eltvtstoA oftts publtc works and parks department vegetatton and 

management dtvtstons shall be permttted to conttnue general matntenance of 

wetlands and assoCiated buffers. Mamtenance shall mclude but not be ltmtted to 

trash removal, removal of non-nattve vegetatton, mamtenance of extstmg 
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vegetatton as necessary, restoratton, enhancement, and sign and fence 

matntenance. 

,II. Bwldtng setback /mes. A mtntmum butldtng setback ltne of ftfteen (15) 

feet shall be requtred from the edge of a wetland buffer provtded the dtrector 

may reduce the butldtng setback ltmtt by up to ftve (5) feet tf constructton, 

operatton, and matntenance of the butldtng do not and wtll not create a nsk of 

negattve tmpacts on the adjacent buffer area. Alterattons of the butldtng setback 

ltnes shall not be permttted to create addtttonal lots for subdtvtstons. Approval of 

alterattons of the BSBL shall be provtded tn wnttng by the dtrector, or hts/her 

destgnee, and may requtre mtttgat10n such as buffer enhancement. 

Sec. 11.06.610. Avoiding wetland impacts. Regulated acttvtttes shall 

not be authonzed tn Category 11- wetlands except where tt can be demonstrated 

that the tmpact ts both unavotdable and necessary as descnbed below, or that all 

reasonable economtc uses are demed. 

A. Where water-dependent acttvtttes are proposed, unavoidable, and 

necessary tmpacts may be permttted where no reasonable alternattves extst 

whtch would not tnvolve wetland tmpacts; or whtch would not have less of an 

adverse tmpact on a wetland; and that would not have other stgntftcant adverse 

envtronmental consequences. 

B. Where nonwater-dependent acttvtttes are proposed, the appltcant must 

demonstrate that: 

1. The bastc project purpose cannot reasonably be accomplished 

ustng an alternattve stte tn the general regton that IS avatlable to the appltcant. 

2. A reductton tn the stze, scope, conftguratton, or denstty of the 

project as proposed; and all alternattve destgns of the project as proposed that 

would avotd or result tn less adverse tmpacts on a wetland or tts buffer wtll not 

accompltsh the baste purpose of the proJect. 

3. In cases where the appltcant has rejected alternattves to the 

pro)ect as proposed due to constratnts such as zontng, deftctenctes of 
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mfrastructure, or parcel size, the applicant has made a reasonable attempt to 

remove or accommodate such constraints. 

C. F1llmg of a hydrologically ISOlated emergent Category III or Category IV 

wetland less than f1ve thousand (5,000) square feet m s1ze shall be perm1tted, 

prov1ded a replacement wetland area IS created pursuant to KCC 

11.06.660(D)f37ta7. For the purposes of th1s sect1on, a hydrologically ISolated 

wetland shall be determmed by the U.S. Army Corps of Engmeers. 

Sec. 11.06.620. Limits of impacts to wetlands. 

A. For wetlands where buffers are not connected to npanan comdors, 

(Category IV3 wetlands, and Category III-2 wetlands wh1ch score less than 20 

po1nts for hab1tat funct1onsare not Category 3 wetlands only because they exceed 

one (1) acre 1n s1ze) the followmg applies: regulated act1v1t1es wh1ch result m the 

flil1ng of no more than ten thousand (10,000) square feet of a wetland may be 

perm1tted 1f m1t1gat1on 1s prov1ded consistent w1th the standards. 

B. In computmg the total allowable wetland f1ll area under th1s sect10n, the 

d1rector shall 1nclude any areas that have been filled s1nce January 1, 1991. For 

example, 1f f1ve thousand (5,000) square feet of a wetland were filled m 

February, 1991, future applicants would only be allowed a max1mum of f1ve 

thousand (5,000) add1t1onal square feet under th1s sect1on. Any proposed fill 

over ten thousand (10,000) square feet must demonstrate unavoidable and 

necessary Impacts. 

Sec. 11.06.660. Compensating for wetland impacts. 

A. ConditiOn of approval. As a cond1t1on of any approval allowmg alteration 

of wetlands and/or wetland buffers, or as an enforcement act1on, the director 

shall requ1re that the applicant engage m the restorat1on, creat1on, or 

enhancement of wetlands and the1r buffers m order to offset the 1mpacts 

result1ng from the applicant's or violator's act1ons. The applicant shall develop a 

plan that prov1des for construction, mamtenance, and mon1tonng of replacement 

wetlands and/or buffers and, as appropnate, land acqu1s1t1on that re-create as 
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nearly as pract1cable or 1mproves the ongmal wetlands m terms of acreage, 

function, geographic locat1on, and settmg. 

B. Goal. The overall goal of any compensatory m1t1gat1on proJect shall be no 

net loss of overall wetland acreage or function and to replace any wetland area 

lost w1th wetland(s) and buffers of equivalent funct1ons and values. 

Compensation shall be completed pnor to wetland destruction, where practicable. 

Compensatory m1t1gat1on programs shall mcorporate the standards and 

requirements contamed m KCC 11.06.550 and 11.06.560. 

C. Restoration and creation of wetlands and wetland buffers. Any person 

who alters wetlands shall restore or create wetlands of equ1valent funct1ons and 

values to those altered m order to compensate for wetland losses. Any created 

or restored wetlands shall be protected by the prov1s1ons of th1s chapter. 

D. Acreage replacement and enhancement ratto. Wetland alterations shall be 

replaced or enhanced usmg the formulas below; however, the director may 

choose to double m1t1gat1on rat1os m mstances where wetlands are filled or 

Impacted as a result of code VIOlations. The f1rst number spec1f1es the acreage of 

wetlands requmng replacement and the second spec1f1es the acreage of wetlands 

altered. These rat1os do not apply to remedial act1ons resultmg from Illegal 

alterations. 

1. Compensation for alterat1on of Category l-l wetlands shall be 

accomplished as follows: 

a. By creat1on of new wetlands at a rat1o of s1x (6) to one (1); 

b. By creat1on of new wetlands at a rat1o of one (1) to one (1) 

and by enhancement of ex1st1ng wetlands at a rat1o of ten (10) to one (1); or 

c. By a combmat1on of creat1on of new wetlands and 

enhancement of ex1stmg wetlands w1thm the range of the rat1os set out m 

subsections (D)(1)(a) and (b) of th1s sect1on, so long as a m1mmum one (1) to 

one (1) creat1on rat1o 1s met (for example, creat1on of new wetlands at a one and 

one-half (1.5) to one (1) rat1o along w1th enhancement of ex1st1ng wetlands at a 

rat1o of f1ve (5) to one (1) may be acceptable). 
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2. Compensation for alteration of Category -2-II wetlands shall be 

accomplished as follows: 

a. By creat1on of new wetlands at a ratio of three (3) to one 

(1); 

b. By creat1on of new wetlands at a rat1o of one (1) to one (1) 

and by enhancement of ex1stmg wetlands at a rat1o of four (4) to one (1); or 

c. By a combination of creat1on of new wetlands and 

enhancement of ex1stmg wetlands w1thm the range of rat1os set out m 

subsect1ons (D)(2)(a) and (b) of th1s sect1on, so long as a mm1mum one (1) to 

one (1) creat1on rat1o 1s met. 

3. Compensation for alterat1on of Category IIB wetlands shall be 

accomplished as follows: 

a. By creat1on of new wetlands at a rat1o of two (2) eRe aRe 

eRe half (1.5) to one (1); 

b. By creat1on of new wetlands at a rat1o of one (1) to one (1) 

and by enhancement of ex1stmg wetlands at a rat1o of two (2) eRe (1) to one (1); 

or 

c. By a combmat1on of creation of new wetlands and 

enhancement of ex1stmg wetlands w1thm the range of rat1os set out m 

subsections (D)(3)(a) and (b) of th1s sect1on, so long as a mm1mum one (1) to 

one (1) creat1on rat1o IS met. 

4. Compensation for alteration of Category IV wetlands shall be 

accomplished as follows: 

a. By creat1on of new wetlands at a rat1o of one and one-half 

(1.5) to one (1); or 

b. By creat1on of new wetlands at a rat1o of one (1) to one (1) 

and by enhancement of ex1stmg wetlands at a rat1o of one (1) to one (1). 
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E. Decreased replacement rat1o. The director may decrease the requ1red 

replacement rat1o where the applicant prov1des the mitigation pnor to altenng 

the wetland, and a m1n1mum acreage replacement rat1o of one (1) to one (1) IS 

provided. In such a case, the m1tJgat1on must be m place, momtored for three 

(3) growmg seasons and be deemed a success pnor to allow1ng any alterations. 

F. Wetland/habitat bank. M1t1gatJon may be allowed w1thm a wetland/habitat 

mJtJgatJon bank located w1thm the c1ty of Kent once a bank IS formed. Proposed 

developments must contmue to demonstrate avo1dance, mmJmJzatlon, and 

m1t1gatJon pnor to bemg allowed to m1t1gate usmg a wetland bank s1te. A rev1ew 

of the feasibility of ons1te m1t1gatJon w1ll be requ1red to be pnor to allowmg 

m1t1gatJon cred1ts from a mJtJgatJon bank. 

G. Wetland type. In-kmd compensatiOn shall be provided except that out-of-

kind compensation may be accepted where: 

1. The wetland system to be replaced IS already sigmf1cantly 

degraded and out-of-kmd-replacement Will result m a wetland w1th greater 

functional value. 

2. Technical problems such as exot1c vegetat1on and changes m 

watershed hydrology make implementation of 1n-k1nd compensation 

1mpract1cable. 

3. Out-of-kmd replacement Will best meet 1dent1f1ed regional goals 

(e.g., replacement of h1stoncally dJmmJshed wetland types). 

H. Locat1on. Ons1te compensation shall be prov1ded except where the 

applicant can demonstrate that: 

1. The hydrology and ecosystem of the original wetland and those 

who benefit from the hydrology and ecosystem w1ll not be substantially damaged 

by the ons1te loss. 

Ons1te compensation IS not feasible due to problems w1th hydrology, so1ls, 

or other factors. 
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2. Compensation IS not practical due to potentially adverse 1mpacts 

from surrounding land uses. 

3. Existing functional values at the site of the proposed restoration 

are significantly greater than lost wetland functional values. 

4. Adopted goals for flood storage, flood conveyance, hab1tat, or 

other wetland functions have been established and strongly JUStify locat1on of 

compensatory measures at another s1te. 

I. Offstte compensation. Offsite compensation shall occur within the same 

drainage basin as the wetland loss occurred, unless the applicant can 

demonstrate extraordinary hardship. 

J. Offstte compensatiOn stte selectton. In selecting compensation s1tes for 

creat1on or enhancement, applicants shall pursue Siting 1n the following order of 

preference: 

1. Upland sites which were formerly wetlands and/or significantly 

degraded wetlands. Such wetlands are typically small; have only one (1) wetland 

class; and have one (1) dom1nant plant spec1es or a predominance of exot1c 

speCies. 

2. Idle upland s1tes generally hav1ng bare ground or vegetative cover 

cons1st1ng pnmanly of exot1c Introduced speCies, weeds, or emergent vegetation. 

3. Other disturbed upland. 

K. Ttmmg. Where feasible, compensatory proJects shall be completed pnor 

to act1v1t1es that will d1sturb wetlands, or 1mmed1ately after act1v1t1es that Will 

temporanly disturb wetlands, or pnor to use or occupancy of the act1v1ty or 

development wh1ch was cond1t1oned upon such compensation. Construction of 

compensation proJects shall be t1med to reduce impacts to existing Wildlife and 

flora. 

L. Completion of mitigation construction. On completion of construction, any 

approved m1t1gat1on proJect must be s1gned off by the applicant's qual1f1ed 
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consultant and approved by the department. A s1gned letter from the consultant 

w1ll md1cate that the construction has been completed as approved, and approval 

of the mstalled m1t1gat1on plan will beg1n the mon1tonng penod 1f appropnate. 

SECTION 2. - Amendment. Sect1on 15.08.400 of the Kent City Code, 

entitled "Planned un1t development, PUD," IS amended to read as follows: 

15.08.400 Planned unit development, PUD. The intent of the PUD is 

to create a process to promote d1vers1ty and creat1v1ty m s1te des1gn, and protect 

and enhance natural and commun1ty features. The process 1s prov1ded to 

encourage umque developments wh1ch may combme a m1xture of res1dent1al, 

commemal, and mdustnal uses. The PUD process perm1ts departures from the 

conventional s1tmg, setback, and dens1ty requirements of a particular zonmg 

d1stnct m the Interest of ach1evmg supenor s1te development, creatmg open 

space, and encouraging 1magmat1ve des1gn by perm1tt1ng des1gn flexibility. By 

usmg flexibility m the appl1cat1on of development standards, th1s process will 

promote developments that Will benefit c1t1zens that l1ve and work w1thm the c1ty. 

C. Development standards. The followmg development standards are 

m1mmum requirements for a planned un1t development: 

2. Mmimum site acreage. Mm1mum s1te acreage for a PUD 1s 

established accordmg to the zonmg d1stnct m wh1ch the PUD 1s located, as 

follows: 

II 

II 

II 
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Zones Minimum Site Acreage 

Mult1fam1ly (MR-D, MR-G, MR-M, MR-H, MRT 12, 
None 

MRT 16) 
" 

Commercial, off1ce and manufactunng zones None 

SR zones (SR-1, SR-2, SR-3, SR-4.5, SR-6, SR-8) 
cons1stmg ent1rely of detached smgle-famlly 5 acres 
dwellmgs as defined 1n KCC 15.02.115 

SR zones (SR-1, SR-2, SR-3, SR-4.5, SR-6, SR-8) 
cons1stmg ent1rely of detached smgle-famlly 
dwellmgs as def1ned 1n KCC 15.02.115 and 1f 0 acres 
prov1d1ng Increased wetland buffers pursuant to KCC 
11.06.600EBJE21(C)(3). 

SR zones (SR-1, SR-2, SR-3, SR-4.5, SR-6, SR-8) 
not compnsed ent1rely of detached s1ngle-fam1ly 100 acres 
dwellings as defmed 1n KCC 15.02.115 

SECTION 3. - Savings. The ex1stmg chapters and sect1ons of the Kent 

City Code, wh1ch are repealed and amended by th1s ord1nance, shall remam 1n full 

force and effect until the effective date of th1s ordmance. 

SECTION 4. - SeverabilitY. If any one or more sect1on, subsections, or 

sentences of th1s ordmance are held to be unconst1tut1onal or mval1d, such 

dec1s1on shall not affect the validity of the remammg port1on of th1s ordmance and 

the same shall remam 1n full force and effect. 

SECTION 5. - Effective Date. Th1s ordmance shall take effect and be 1n 

force th1rty (30) days from and after 1ts passage as provided by law. 

ATTEST: 

26 

: '-._'"' 
~: --::.:--- - --. -- - -"-- -

,;""' - ~ ---

Crlfical..Ar-{!as Ordinance--- -- -.. 
Revision 



APPROVED AS TO FORM: 

b.}:,Z~~o~ 
PASSED: 

APPROVED: 

PUBLISHED: 

/~day of August, 2006. 

16 day of August, 2006. 

I l day of August, 2006. 

I hereby cert1fy that th1s 1s a true copy of Ordinance No. 

passed by the c1ty counc1l of the c1ty of Kent, Washington, and approved by the 

mayor of the c1ty of Kent as hereon indicated. 

- ' -

._. ~ .. \::.J~Ordlna~ce:<;rrtlcaiAreas-080106 doc 
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