
AAC&U Essential 

Learning Outcomes
Breadth 

Areas
Communication Content Cognition

Through study in the 

sciences and 

mathematics, social 

sciences, humanities, 

histories, languages, 

and the arts

X x

Inquiry and analysis X

Critical and creative 

thinking
x

Written and oral 

communication x

Quantitative literacy X

Information literacy
x

Teamwork and 

problem solving

Civic knowledge and 

engagement—local 

and global

Intercultural 

knowledge and 

competence x

Ethical reasoning and 

action x

Foundations and 

skills for lifelong 

learning x x
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Synthesis and 

advanced 

accomplishment 

across general and 

specialized studies



Creativity
Civic 

Engagement 

x

x

x

x

x
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x


