CASE STUDIES IN EMERGENCY ELECTION LITIGATION

George Mason University Student
Voter-Registration Addresses

New Virginia Majority Education Fund
v. Fairfax County Board of Elections
(Rossie D. Alston, Jr., E.D. Va. 1:19-cv-1379)

A district judge ordered relief for university students whose voter-
registration applications were rejected because they did not include
dormitory and room numbers.

Subject: Nullifying registrations. Topics: Student registration;
registration procedures; provisional ballots; case assignment.

A Wednesday, October 30, 2019, federal complaint filed in the Eastern Dis-
trict of Virginia sought remedies for a county’s denying voter registration to
George Mason University students who did not specify their dormitory and
room numbers on their applications, alleging that this was contrary to prior
practice, and alleging that the county’s offered remedies were inadequate.’
On the next day, the plaintiffs filed a motion for a preliminary injunction
completing approximately 170 voter registrations in time for the November
5 election.’

The court initially assigned the case to Judge T.S. Ellis III, then to Judge
Leonie M. Brinkema, and then to Judge Rossie D. Alston, Jr., who heard the
case from 10:26 to 11:00 a.m. on November 1 and promised a decision by
12:30.°

Judge Alston granted relief.* His order specified conditions for curing
some incomplete registration applications for George Mason students in
time for the election.®

On July 20, 2020, Judge Alston approved a voluntary dismissal of the
case.’
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