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ICC Votes to Approve Ameren Illinois Revised AMI Plan
The Illinois Commerce Commission Wednesday approved Ameren Illinois’ smart grid implementation plan.

The Commission found, in an Order on Rehearing, that Ameren Illinois’ plan met the criteria of the Energy Infrastructure Modernization Act, including a showing that the Smart Grid Advanced Metering Infrastructure plan will be cost beneficial.
The cost benefit standard requires that the present value of the total benefits of the plan must exceed the present value of the total costs of the plan in order for it to be approved.  The plan also must include a vision statement consistent with developing a cost-beneficial smart grid; an education plan for customers; a description of how the utility will evaluate and prioritize technology choices to ensure customer value from the system; a deployment schedule for meter implementation to 62 percent of its customers and milestones and metrics to measure the success of the AMI program.

Ameren Illinois originally filed a plan that the Commission found did not meet the criteria in the law.  The company petitioned for rehearing, submitted a new plan and in the Order on Rehearing the Commission approved the changes.  The company’s plan includes a smart meter deployment schedule that begins in the second quarter of 2014.
The Commission included in its order language reiterating current Commission rules that require a site visit prior to disconnection of a customer’s meter for non-payment.  The Commission also encouraged Ameren Illinois to work with stakeholders to develop tracking mechanisms that measure the success of the implementation plan and to engage in a dialogue with those stakeholders regarding Time of Use and other types of dynamic pricing.
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