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UNITED STATES OF AIYERICA, 	 1 
1 

P l a i n t i f f ,  -	 1 
1 

v. 	 ) C i v i l  A c t i o n  No. 
1 

PRINCE GEORGE' S COUNTY, MARYLAND, 1 
1 

Defendan t .  	 1 
1 

11 
I 

COMPLAINT AND DEMAND FOR 	JURY TRIAL 


P l a i n t i f f ,  United s t a t e s  of America,  alleges: 

1. T h i s  a c t i o n , i s  b r o u g h t  on behal f  of the Uni ted  S t a t e s  t o  

e n f o r c e  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  T i t l e  VIf of  t h e  C i v i l  R i g h t s  Act of 1 9 6 4 ,  

a s  amended, 42  U . S . C .  S e c t i o n  2000e, & sea. ( " T i t l e  V I I " ) .  

2 .  T h i s  C o u r t  h a s  j u r i s d i c t i o n  o v e r  t h e  a c t i o n  under  4 2  U.S.C. 
.--

Section-2000e-5 (f) and 28 U .  S , C .  S e c t i o n  1 3 4 5 .  
A-


- -\3 .  Defendan t  P r i n c e  George ' s  County,  Mary land  i s  a p o l i t i c a l  
/
/ 

s u b d i v i s i o n  o f  t h e  S t a t e  	of  Maryland created p u r s u a n t  t o  Maryland i aw .  

----.Defendant  P r i n c e  George ' s  County, Maryland i s  a p e r s o r ,  w i t h i n  t h e  
\ 
I I 

meaning of 42 U.S.C. S e c t i o h  2 0 0 0 e ( a ) ,  and a n  e m p l o y e r  w i t h i n  t h e  
1 ;  / 

meani'ng o f  42 U . S . C .  S e c t i o n  2 0 0 0 e ( b ) .  

4 .  ' Defendant  P r i n c e  George ' s  County h a s  d i s c r i n ~ i n a t e dagainst 
I

i 	 Sharon F lo ry ,  a female  formerly employed a s  a Fire Tec:hnic ian  i n  t h e  
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County1s Fire Department, because of her sex, in violat,ion of Section 

7 0 3  (a)  of Title VII of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, as amended, 

U.S.C. Section 2000e-Z(a), among other ways, by: 

a. 	 subjecting Ms. Flory to harassment based on her sex 


while she was employed in the Fire Department, which 


created an intimidating, hostile or offensive work 


environment and which adversely affecteci the terms, 


conditions and privileges of Ms. Flory':: employment; 


b ,  failing or refusing to take appropriate action to 

remedy the effects of the discrimination against 

I Ms. Flory. 

5 .  Defendant Prince George's County also has retaliated against 

Sharon Flory beccuse she complained to officials in the County's Fire 

Department about what she believed to be discrimination in employment 

on the basis of sex, in violation of Section 704(a) of Title VII of 

the Civil Rights Act of 1964, as amended, 42 U.S.C. Section 2000e- 
.; 

3 (a), among other ways, by: 

1 a. imposing an operational s u s p e n s i ~ ~  on Ms. Flory; 


b. 	 transferring Ms. Flory to a less desirable 


assignment that resulted in a loss of pay; 


c. 	 issuing a "Step 11" disciplinary "Letter of 


Unsatisfactory Performance" to Ms. Flory; and 
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d.  	 f a i l i n g  o r  r e f u s i n g  t o  t ake  a p p r o p r i a t e  a c t i o n  t o  

remedy t h e  e f f e c t s  of t h e  d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  a g a i n s t  

M s .  F l o r y .  

6. The Equal Employment Oppor tun i ty  Commission (" EEOC" ) 

r e c e i v e d  a t i m e l y  charge  f i l e d  by M s .  F lory  (Charge No. 120-98-1146) 

i n  which she  a l l e g e d  t h a t  t h e  P r i n c e  George's County F i r e  Department 

d i s c r i m i n a t e d  a g a i n s t  h e r  i n  v i o l a t i o n  of T i t l e  V I I  by s u b j e c t i n g  h e r  

t o  a h o s t i l e  work environment and harassment b a s e d  on h e r  s e x  and 

r e t a l i a t i n g  a g a i n s t  h e r  based  on h e r  compla in ts  a b o u t  t n e  h o s t i l e  

environment.  

7 .  Pursuant  t o  S e c t i o n  706 of  T i t l e  V I I  of  t h e  C i v i l  R i g h t s  A c t  

of 1964, as- amended, 42 U . S . C .  S e c t i o n  2000e-5, t h e  EEO; i n v e s t i g a t e d  

t h e  charge,  found r e a s o n a b l e  cause  t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  M s .  F l o r y ' s  

a l l e g a t i o n s  of s e x  d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  and r e t a l i a t i o n  were t r u e ,  

u n s u c c e s s f u l l y  a t t empted  t o  ach ieve  through c o n c i l i a t i o n  a v o l u n t a r y  

r e s o l u 4 t i o n  of these m a t t e r s ,  .; t h e  cha rge  t oand subsequent ly  r e f e r r e d  

t h e  Department of J u s t i c e .  _--
8 .  A l l  c o n d i t i o n s  p receden t  t o  t h e  f i l i n g  o f  s u i t  have been 

performed o r  have o c c u r r e d ,  

WHEREFORE, p l a i n t i f f  United S t a t e s  p r a y s  t h a t  t h i s  Cour t  g r a n t  

t h e  fo l lowing  r e l i e f :  

( a )  Enjoin defendant  P r i n c e  George's  County from f a i l i n g  o r  

r e f u s i n g  t o :  
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(i) prov ide  s u f f i c i e n t  remedia l  r e l i e f  t o  make whole Sharon 

Flory f o r  t h e  l o s s  s h e  has  suffered as  a r e s u l t  o f  t h e  

d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  a g a i n s t  her a s  alleged i ~ ,t h i s  

complaint ;  

(ii)adopt  a c l e a r ,  meaningfu l ,  and well-p.ub1.icized w r i t t e n  

p o l i c y  p r o h i b i t i n g  s e x u a l  harassment  and r e t a l i a t i o n  

a g a i n s t  employees i n  t h e  County 's  F i r e  Ilepartment,,-

which i n c l u d e s  p r o v i s i o n s  d e s c r i b i n g  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  

I 
of  a l l  s u p e r v i s o r s  t o  r e p o r t  and r e spond  t o  compla in t s  

of s e x u a l  harassment  and which e s t a b l i s h e s  an  e f f e c t i v e  

mechanism f o r  receiving and r e spond ing  110 compla in t s  of 

I s e x u a l  harassment ;  

(iii) prov ide  adequa t e  t r a i n i n g  t o  employees i n  t h e  County 's  

Eire Department, and a l l  vo lun ' t ee r  f i r e  , pe r sonne l  who 

work w i t h  employees i n  t h e  County 's  Fir12 Depar tment ,  

w i t h  r e g a r d  t o  s e x u a l  harassment  and r e t a l i a t i o n  
r i  

p r o h i b i t e d  by T i t l e..- V I I .  

( i v )  modify any e x i s t i n g  p o l i c l e s  r e q u i r i n g  t r a n s f e r s  of 

employees i n  t h e  County's  F i r e  Depzrtrnenst who complain 

a b o u t ' s e x u a l  harassment ;  

( v )  t a k e  a p p r o p r i a t e  a c t i o n s  t o  remedy and t o  p r e v e n t  a c t s  

o f  s exua l  harassmen,t  and r e t a l i a t i o n  b y  v o l u n t e e r  f i r e  

pe r sonne l  who work w i t h  employees i n  t h e  County ' s  F i r e  
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Department a g a i n s t  employees i n  the  County 's  F i r e  

Department; 

~ ( v i )  t a k e  o t h e r  a p p r o p r i a t e  nondiscr imina tory '  measures  

t o  overcome t h e  e f f e c t s  o f  the d i s c r i m i n a t i o n .  

(b) 	Award compensatory damages t o  Sharon F l o r y  for menta l  and/or  

p h y s i c a l  i n j u r i e s  i n c u r r e d  a s  a r e s u l t  of t h e  d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  

a g a i n s t  her a s  a l l e g e d  i n - t h i s  compla in t ,  p u r s u a n t  t o  and 

w i t h i n  t h e  s t a t u t o r y  l i m i t a t i o n s  o f  S e c t i o n  LO2 of t h e  Civil 

R i g h t s  A c t  of 1 9 9 1 ,  42  U . S . C .  S e c t i o n  19813. 

The p l a i n t i f f  prays f o r  such a d d i t i o n a l  relief as  : j u s t i c e  may, 

r e q u i r e ,  t o g e t h e r  with i t s  c o s t s  and d isbursements  i n  l:.~isa c t i o n .  

JURY DEMAND 

The Uni ted  S t a t e s  hereby demands a t r i a l  by j u r y  of  a l l  issues 

s o  t r i a b l e  pursuant  t o  Rule 38  of  t h e  Federal Rules of Z i v i l  ,Procedure 
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and Section 102 of the Civil Rights Act of 1991, Section 


Assistant Attorney Genejral 

Civil Rights Division 

U S De r ment of J u s t i c e  

L~.LQ .%S, 
Wd2.L- -

Lr 

WILLIAM B. FENTON 

D.C. Bar Registration N I ~ .414990 

JODI B .  DANIS ( T r i a l  Attorney) 

D.C. Bar Registration No. 453493 

Attorneys 

U.S. Department of Justice 
950 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. 
Employment Litigation sec t ion  
Patrick Henry Building, Room 4024 
Washington, D.C. 20530 
(202) 307-5768 

(202) 514-1005 ( f ax )  

~ n i t v ~ t a t e s  d .

~ttbrney 
Sennl  er L. Huesman 
Assistant United States Attorney 
D i s t r i c t  of Maryland 
(410) 209-4800 

(410) 962-2310 ( f ax )  


