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IN THB UNl'I'ED STATES DISTRICT COURT 

DISTR1CT OF MAINE 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, ) 

) 

Plaintiff, ) 
) 

v. ) CIVIL ACTION NO, 
) 

RUDY FERRANTE, ) 
) 
) 

Defendmrt, ) 
) 
) 

COMl?l,AXN'!' ANP )lEQUEST FOR A.,TURY TRIM 

The United Stat<ls ofAmeriml ruleges: 

I. 	 ThIs action is brQught by file Untted States to enforoe Jl!,{)visiol'lS oi'X'itle vm of the ei\ril 

.Rights Aot ofl~68, as atll.en(led by the Fai1'J:lo\lsil)g Amendments Act of 1988, 42 

U,S,C, §§3601 to 3619 (the "Fail' Housing Act"), 

2. 	 This C0111'thas Jl1risdiotion ovel'thls aollon uudel' 2.8 U.s,C, § 1331,2.8 U,S,C, § 1345-, 

and 42 U.S,C, § 3614(a). 

3, 	 Venue ts.pl'Oper under 1.8 U,S,C, § 139J(b) because the actions giving rise to the United 

States' allegntionfl 000l11'1'ed in the Dish'let ofMalne, the pl'opertie~ tlult l\1'e the subjeot of. 

lhe lawmit m'e located ill tho Disll'ict of Mclne, the def(lnd~nt resldea h1 the Dlstdot of 

Maine, It11C[ the defendant does business III the DMtM of Maine, 

4, 	 Dofot)dant Rudy Fel'l'a!lte l'e.qlde.q III Portland, Maine, 

5, 	 D~lrJng part ofor all times j'elevcml to tMs iloll.Oll, Rudy Fe:t'rante lnanaged Jl1JtnorOUB 

mutli-uhit ro~idcnt!all)roportieB inPortlalld, ME, Inoluding, but not limited to 40 Alder 

Street, VI Montgomery Street, 128 Gmnt Streot, 133 Grant Street, 367 CtUJ.ibothmd 
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AwlltJe, 48 Wlhx\(lt Street, '10 Ald~r Street, and 8 May Street (ool1eoilvely the "SUbJMt 

properties"). 

6. 	 The rehtal unhs at the subject propel'tles (\j'e dwelHngs within the ineaning of 42 U.S.C. 

§3602(b). 

7. 	 At 1;(1IliOO6S l'elevunt to this action, Rudy Fon'ante oont1'01Io<1 the.manogement ofeao)t of 

the s\lbject Jl!'oJl~,rIi~# including, hut not llmltec1 to, showing availabJe dwellings to 

pel'spootive tonaltts, approving and denyhlg tenant appHcations, detcl'ooming tenancy 

rules, colleoting rent, keeping tmok of past due reni, accepdJ1g l'eClllests fo!' l'OPllirS, and 

eviotll1g tenllnts. 

8. 	 F)'OID at lens! 2008 to 2009, Rudy Ferrill'lle subjeoted female tellants of'the suq!eot 

properties to discrimination on the bnsis ofsex, illcluding severe, pervaslv", and 

lUlwelcome sexual harassment. The hal'assment has included, 1)llt Is 110t limited to: 

n. 	 Malcinl! unwelcome sexual advanoes iUtd lUlwelcome sonja! comments to femal<:> 

tenllt\is; 

b. 	 Soliaiting sexual flavors In exohange fol' a I'eduction or waiwl' of ront; 

o. 	 Making 80xua] udvanoes 01100 female teMllt.~ defaulted on th(lil' rent; 

d. 	 Exposing g"'n!t~ls to fem!l1e toMI1W llt\d m~udllg selmal gestm·e.I; 

e. 	 Unwall.1:ed scxual touohing; 

t: 	 Repoated and tlllweloome .sexual text messages; 

g. 	 Appeal'ing at female tenants' hOllies late at night to soHoit $(;)X; 

h. 	 Falling to respond to a felllale tenant's oomplaints about sexual hal'assment; 
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I. 	 OrantJrlg and denying taJlglble housing beneflts, inoluding xed.\wing the t~nt and 

not aocepting rent payments, bnsed 011 sex; 

j, 	 Tatting a<tv0l'Se action agatl1st f0mal~ tenants, inoluding, but not lhnHed to, 

"vioting 01' relocating female tenallts when they objeoted.to sexual advanoes 01' 

sexual conduct, 

9, Rtldy Fel'I'lulte used intinudatiol1 taotics to prevent Bome of the victims ofbls 

discriminatol'y oondllct fl:om speaking with tll~ DeptU'UllOll! of JustJoe dudng tts pre-suit 

investlgationin this 1lIatte.1~, 

10, Rudy Fel'Xante oontinues to Jnanage and/ol' have ali 0W111ll'ship interest illl11ulti-ullit 

regldetr~lal properties mPortland, ME, 

11, Rudy Femmte's oomluot desorlbed above constitutes: 

a, A denial of housing OJ' making hOllsing ullavail~ble beof\use of sox, in violation of' 

Seotion804(a) offue Fail' Housing Aut, 42 U,g,C, § 3604(a); 

b, DisOl'tmlnatioll ill file terms, conditions, or pr.lvlloges of Ul~ rental of dwellings, 01' 

'in the pl'oYisioll of servioes 01' facilltios moonll.eotioll thel'ewith, beoause of sox, in 

violatIon ot'SectioIl804(b) oftho Flci.l' HmlShtg A(lt, 42 U.S,C, § 3604(b); 

c, Tho !l1lddng of statemonts with respect to tho rental of dwelll11gs that ill.dioate a 

preference, limitr,tion, or dlso1'imination b~lsod 011 sex, in vlohttion of S\)otiO!1 

804(0) of the J)\)i,·llouslll.g Act, 42 U.s,C, §3604(c): atld 

d, 	 Coercion, intimidation, threats, 01' interferenoe with pOl'BOnB in the exeroise or 

enjoyment of, 01' on aooount of their having exercised 01' ex\loyed, their rights 
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t111d01' SeotJoll 804 oflhe Fail' HOlming Act, in violation of SeoHon 818 of the l' al1' 

Housing Aot, 42 U,S,C, § 3617, 

12. 	 Rudy }lell'ft11te's conduct des(l1'lbeci above oonsUtutes: 

a., A llttttat'll 0)' pl'eOtioe ofl'eslswlloe to the full 0t\joyme!\t ofl>ights gJ.'tu1ted by 

the Fall' Housing Act, 42 U,S,C, §§ 3601 ot seq,; and 

h, Adenial to a group ofpersons of l'igh.t~ .I6J'anted by the Fall' Housing Act, 42 U,S.C, 

*§ 3601 et seq" which deniaI1'l\ises an Issue of general public impol'tanc(I, 

13, 	 Female tel1(\1lls, Pl'OIip~>ctivtl 1xmanls, alld pel'sons ~ssooiated with them have been, or may 

have been inj\J1'ed by Rudy.Fel'!'tltlte's discriminatory condllct, 'rheae pel'sollS ate 

aggl1e'ved pexsot)s lIS defined 11142 U.S.C, *3602(i), and 11a'V6 suffered damages as.a 

l'esult ofRlldy Ferrante's conduct, 

14, 	 Rudy l\'errante's oonduotwas lnalioious, Intentional, willfhl, audiO!' takoo In Teddess 

diSj'egm'd fol' the rights ofothel's, 

WHEREFORE, the United Scaies prays that the Court entel' an ORDID{' that: 

1, Deolaeos that Rudy FOl'l'uJlte'$ discriluinalol'Y J)taotlooB violate the FIlir HOllsing Aot, as 

amended, 42 U,S,C. §§ 3601. lise'!,.; . 

2, Ellloins Rtldy FC1TIUlte, hls agents, omplQyees, and sucoessors, ~,nd all. other persons ill 

aotive conc0rt or pm:tlc:ipat!on with him from: 

a. 	 DisOl'im.lnatlilg Oil aooount of S~l( agrullst any pemOIl in lilly aspeot of the rClltal of 

a dw(;)llilig; 
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b. 	 urte1'feJ'lng with 01' threatening to take any aotion f~gainst allY person in the 

eXel'Cise 01' enjoyment of rights SrI\.!lted or protected by the Fair Housing Act, us 

amended; ruid 

0, Falling or refusing to take 3noh affirooutive steps as may be necessary to rostore, 

as nearly as practioable, the victims of Rudy Ferl'ante's past unlawful prl\otlo~ to 

. the position they would JHlve been in but for the discl'!roillatol'y conduot; 

3, 	 Awards monetlll'Y dflmages to eaoh persoll aggrieved by Rudy Fel'ratlt~'adlso1'iml)),atoI'Y . 

housing practices fOI' injl!rles oauscd by his discriminatory conduot, pursuant to 42 U's,C, 

§3614(d)(1)(Bi: and 

4. 	 Assesses oivll pellalt1c>11 against Rudy FerrfUlte in order to vhldioate the J1L1blio interest, 

pursuant to 42 U.S,C. § 3614(d)(I)(o), 

.' 
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," ., 

The United States furthor pt'ays fOtHOM ~dditl(jnnl relief as tho interests of justice may 

l'eqU1l'e. 

Respeotflllly submitted, 

ERIC HOmllR 
~.t .. ~~llee:y Donota! 

mOMAS E, D:ELAHANTY IT 
~.. £. ~/""
mOMAS E. PERE~' 

United States Attorney Assistant Attorney GOllel'lIl 

a,ijru.~D~ 

",. 

STBVENl ROSBNBAUM 
Chief,Ho1J~i!l1ii lllld Civil Enforcement 
Sectiol1 
Clvllltights Division 

~t~tl1h IT.it<N~~ /}/dJ~~.~ 
HALSEY~K ~AJ3,BO"ND 
Asruslan! United fltllre,~ Attomey Depnty Chief 
1ao M1~dleSti'eet, East T()wtll', 6th FIQ()r NETA BORsHANSKY 
Portland, ME. D4101 . SARANILBS 
Phone: (207) 945~0313 Trial Attotneys 
Fax: (207) 945,0319 HonsinglJUd Civll Enforcemont Section 

Civil Rights Division 
u.s, Department of Justice 
950 p.ei)J1Sylvtlllia AV<iillli;: NW 
Northw6Srel!!l Building) 7th Flool' 
W.(Ishington,D,C, 20530 

, Ph()ne: (202) 353-0261 
Fax: ~(2) 514-1116 
Eil1ail:l:'l!l1a,Dotshansky@usdoj,gQy 
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

I hereby certify that on January 14,2013, I mailed a true and conect copy of the 
Complaint and Request for a Jury Trial by first class mail to the following: 

Attorney for Defendant Rudy Ferrante: 

David Turesky 

477 Congress Street, Suite 400 

Portland, ME 04101·3431 

Tel: (207) 772·7120 

Fax: (207) 772-7197 


lsi Neta Borshansky 


