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SDNY BOARD OF JUDGES SELECTS HENRY J. RICARDO TO SERVE AS MAGISTRATE JUDGE

The Board of Judges of the United States District Court for the Southern District of New York
(SDNY) has selected Henry J. Ricardo to serve as a Magistrate Judge for a term of eight years.
Magistrate Judges assist District Court Judges with the work of the Court by facilitating the
disposition of certain civil and criminal cases. He will assume the seat previously occupied by
Magistrate Judge James L. Cott, who retired in August 2024 after more than fourteen years of
distinguished service.

Henry Ricardo was a partner at Patterson Belknap Webb & Tyler LLP, where he focused on
financial services litigation. He also coordinated the firm’s summer internship for the Legal
Outreach College Bound Program. Henry Ricardo was previously a partner at Dewey &
LeBoeuf LLP and its predecessor firm, where he served as hiring partner and a member of the
litigation department steering committee. During more than 30 years as a practitioner, Henry
Ricardo handled a wide variety of commercial litigation matters, including patent infringement
cases and insolvency proceedings.

Henry Ricardo was recognized as a member of the International Refugee Assistance Project
Excellent Litigation Team in 2024, received the Distinguished Latino Alumni Award from the
Columbia Latino Law Students Association in 2007, and received a Legal Aid Society Award
for Outstanding Pro Bono Service in 2005.

Henry Ricardo received an A.B. from Princeton University in 1989 and a J.D. from Columbia
Law School in 1993, where he was a Harlan Fiske Stone Scholar, a James Kent Scholar, a
member of the Journal of Law and Social Problems and a moot court editor. Between college
and law school, he worked as a junior high school teacher in Manhattan.

“Judge Ricardo’s combination of sophisticated commercial litigation skills, practice
management experience and demonstrated devotion to community outreach and pro bono
service have earned him a sterling reputation as a practitioner. We are looking forward to his
contributions to our court community as our newest colleague on the bench.” said Chief Judge
Laura Taylor Swain



