
   
 

   

 

San Diego Symphony Announces 2024-25 Inaugural Season 
in Transformed Jacobs Music Center 

(Updated 08.19.24) 
 

Music Director Rafael Payare to lead nine programs, including  
World Premieres by Billy Childs and San Diego composer Texu Kim, in an ambitious season featuring 
twenty programs spanning symphonic masterworks, virtuosic concertos, and contemporary works 

 
The world-class musicians of the San Diego Symphony Orchestra are joined by an array of  

acclaimed guest artists including Emanuel Ax, Jonathan Biss, Francesca Dego,  
Leila Josefowicz, Angela Meade, Jean-Yves Thibaudet, Alisa Weilerstein, and many more 

 
Conductors Michael Tilson Thomas, Bernard Labadie, Tianyi Lu, Ludovic Morlot, 

 Daniele Rustioni, and Osmo Vanska make their San Diego Symphony debuts  

 
New series include Friday Matinee Masterworks series;  

Currents, exploring civic and social issues of our time through music;  
and Symphony Kids, interactive and sensory-friendly programs for families 

 
Opening Weekend set for September 28-29 with gala concert and Day of Music,  

a free community celebration 
 

 
San Diego, CA (May 8, 2024) – The San Diego Symphony today announced the wide-ranging programs of 
its 2024-25 Jacobs Music Center season. The milestone season will introduce audiences to the 
orchestra’s revitalized indoor home, Jacobs Music Center, following a complete renovation which 
transforms the nearly-100-year-old-theater into an intimate concert hall designed to match the artistry 
of the San Diego Symphony. The inaugural season will feature 20 expansive and ambitious programs for 
its Jacobs Masterworks series, comprised of numerous new works, beloved masterpieces, rarely heard 
compositions, acclaimed and rising star soloists, and esteemed guest conductors. In addition, its Jazz @ 
The Jacobs and Family Concert series will return and San Diego Symphony will expand its offerings in 
three new series, including a Friday Matinee Jacobs Masterworks series, Currents and Symphony Kids.  
 
The celebratory season has been carefully curated to showcase the virtuosity of the world-class 

musicians of San Diego Symphony Orchestra and bring to life the enhanced acoustics, features, and 

capabilities of the newly transformed hall. The Masterworks series opens and closes with monumental 

works by Gustav Mahler, with the Symphony No. 2 “Resurrection” opening the series and the 

Symphony No. 3 bringing the season to a dramatic close. Both works require massive orchestral 

resources, powerhouse singers, and full choruses, showcasing one of the hall’s new features—its Choral 

Terrace. The Choral Terrace serves as one of the most visually striking additions to the new hall and will 

not only be used for musical purposes but also as extra seating for audiences at select concerts, giving 

audiences a unique point of view and acoustical experience. The refurbished pipe organ—another key 

feature of the new hall—will be the centerpiece of Saint-Saëns’ Symphony No. 3.  

 

“Every time I step into Jacobs Music Center, I am truly excited for what we are creating here, and I know 
the same is true for our musicians, who have been a central part of envisioning the hall we will open in 



   
 

   

 

the Fall of this year” said Martha Gilmer, CEO of the San Diego Symphony. “We are so proud to be a 
part of the vibrant community of San Diego. And that goes far beyond our two iconic venues in the heart 
of downtown. We cannot wait to welcome our audience home, and to welcome new friends who are 
experiencing it for the very first time.” 
 
A Transformed Jacobs Music Center Opens a New Era 
The San Diego Symphony’s 2024-25 season ushers in an exciting new era for California’s first orchestra 
as it welcomes audiences to a revitalized home.   

The transformation of Jacobs Music Center began in early 2022 to enhance the musical and 
performance experience for artists and audiences alike while honoring the legacy of the nearly 100-
year-old Fox Theatre. Elements of the renovation designed to elevate the hall’s acoustics include a 
custom-designed permanent orchestra enclosure, a tunable acoustic canopy, and the reconfiguration 
of both the stage and the audience seating, with the addition of a choral terrace behind the orchestra 
and a completely reshaped main seating level. The hall features new seating and finishes; restored 
architectural details; modernized lighting, sound, video and recording equipment; updated and 
expanded support spaces for musicians; and enhanced audience amenities. The project was designed by 
architectural firm HGA in collaboration with acoustician Paul Scarbrough of Akustiks and theater 
planner Schuler Shook. Major upgrades to the main mechanical systems of Jacobs Music Center were 
completed as well, which not only significantly enhance the comfort within the hall, but also contributes 
to the hall’s acoustic quality, and allows valuable space to be reprioritized for Symphony program uses. 
The revitalized hall will be inaugurated just three years after the San Diego Symphony opened its new 
waterfront home, The Rady Shell at Jacobs Park.  

With this new era comes a new name for the orchestra’s indoor home, known as Copley Symphony Hall 
for more than 30 years. The David C. Copley Foundation has generously given the naming opportunity 
back to the symphony, so that a new donor can step forward at this momentous time.  

“The Board of Directors of the David C. Copley Foundation is grateful that the San Diego Symphony has 
chosen to recognize the contributions of Helen Copley and the Copley family by calling its venue Copley 
Symphony Hall for more than 30 years. In recognition of the Symphony’s entering into an exciting new 
era, with the reopening of its renovated venue that will provide new naming opportunities to other 
community-minded philanthropists like Helen Copley, we are pleased to gift this naming opportunity 
back to San Diego Symphony in order to inspire a new generation of philanthropic support,” said Dean 
P. Dwyer, President and CEO of the David C. Copley Foundation. 

“We are tremendously grateful to the Copley Foundation and the Copley Family for their legacy of 
support to San Diego Symphony as well as institutions throughout San Diego,” said David R. Snyder, 
Chair of the symphony’s Board of Directors. “We would not be where we are today, on the threshold of 
an exciting new chapter for our wonderful orchestra in a spectacular hall, without their generosity.” 

 

Opening Weekend 

The opening night concert and gala event on September 28 will feature Rafael Payare leading the 
Orchestra in the World Premiere of Welcome, Home!!, a fanfare for Jacobs Music Center commissioned 
by the San Diego Symphony from Korean-born American composer Texu Kim. Distinguished soloists 
Inon Barnatan (piano), Alisa Weilerstein (cello), Hera Hyesang-Park (soprano), and Jeff Thayer (violin) 



   
 

   

 

add extra luster to the historic night that features works by Paganini, Rachmaninoff, Tchaikovsky, 
Rossini, and Ravel. 
 
“We are so excited to welcome audiences to our new home and for people to experience this 
extraordinary orchestra in a hall that now matches its virtuosity,” said Music Director Rafael Payare, 
whose contract extends through the 2026-27 season. “We have assembled an array of exciting and 
different programs with special guest artists and opportunities for the orchestra to play in a wide range 
of configurations, demonstrating the sonic capabilities of our new home and the superb artistry of our 
musicians.” 
 
Additionally, as part of its opening festivities the organization will offer a Day of Music on September 
29, a free community day. Additional details will be announced at a later date. 
 
New Music 
Following last year’s California Festival, San Diego Symphony continues to highlight the work of 

contemporary composers with more than 16 works, including 3 commissioned by San Diego Symphony. 

In addition to World Premieres from composers Billy Childs and San Diego based Texu Kim, 

commissioned by San Diego Symphony, the Symphony will present and perform works by John Adams, 

Thomas Adès, Mason Bates, Nicolás Lell Benavides, Unsuk Chin, Gareth Farr, Thomas Larcher, Arturo 

Márquez, Jessie Montgomery, Gity Razaz, Caroline Shaw, Gabriella Smith, Michael Tilson Thomas, and 

Anna Clyne. 

 
Guest Conductors and Artists 
Throughout the season, San Diego Symphony will welcome an outstanding lineup of guest conductors, 
including the inimitable Michael Tilson Thomas, who served as Music Director at the San Francisco 
Symphony for 25 years, and will make his San Diego Symphony conducting debut, as will Bernard 
Labadie, Ludovic Morlot, Daniele Rustioni, Osmo Vanska, and Tianyi Lu. Among those returning the San 
Diego Podium are, Matthias Pintscher, Ruth Reinhardt, Antonio Mendez, and Elena Schwarz. 
 
The season features an array of acclaimed and rising guest artists who will join the stellar musicians of 

the San Diego Symphony Orchestra. Artists making their debuts this season include soprano Angela 

Meade and mezzo-soprano Anna Larsson for Mahler’s Symphony No. 2; pianists Paavali Jumppanen in 

Beethoven’s “Emperor” Concerto, Alexander Malofeev on Prokofiev’s Piano Concerto No. 3, Paul Lewis 

on the Grieg Piano Concerto, Javier Perianes on the Mozart Piano Concerto No. 21, and Parker van 

Ostrand on Rachmoninoff’s Rhapsody on a Theme of Paganini; and violinists Francesca Dego on the 

Busoni Violin Concerto and Alexi Kenney on the Bartok Violin Concerto No. 2. Returning artists include 

pianists Emanuel Ax on Mozart’s Piano Concerto No. 25, Inon Barnatan on Shostakovich’s Piano 

Concertos Nos. 1 and 2, Jonathan Biss in Beethoven Piano Concerto No. 1, and Jean-Yves Thibaudet in 

Saint-Saëns’ Piano Concerto No. 5; violinists Paul Huang in Bruch Violin Concerto in G minor, Leila 

Josefowicz in Thomas Adès’ concerto for violin, “Concentric Paths”, and Sergey Khachatryan in Brahms’ 

Violin concerto; cellist Alisa Weilerstein in Unsuk Chin’s Cello Concerto; and saxophonist Steven Banks 

in Yoshimatsu’s Soprano Saxophone Concerto. 

 
Highlights of the 2024-25 Jacobs Music Center Season  
 

 



   
 

   

 

Rafael Payare leads the debuts of renowned soprano Angela Meade and mezzo-soprano Anna Larsson 
in Mahler’s Symphony No. 2, featuring the San Diego Symphony Festival Chorus and Advisor and Chorus 
Master Andrew Megill, also making their debuts. Award-winning Austrian composer Thomas Larcher’s 
work, co-commissioned by the San Diego Symphony, Time opens the program (October 4-6).  
 
Two of literature’s greatest love stories are brought to life in truly special programs. Rafael Payare 
conducts Arnold Schoenberg’s symphonic poem Pelleas und Melisande as part of international 
celebrations marking the 150th birthday of the composer (October 12-13). Completing the concert is 
Armenian violinist Sergey Khachatryan, First Prize recipient at the International Jean Sibelius 
Competition in 2000, performing Brahms’ Violin Concerto. Prokofiev’s score for the ballet Romeo and 
Juliet is offered in a unique concert experience complete with projections and other theatrical elements 
from director Gerard McBurney, coupled with Mozart’s Piano Concerto No. 25 played by acclaimed 
pianist Emanuel Ax (October 18-20). 
 
Spanish conductor Antonio Mendez and violinist Paul Huang, recipient of a 2015 Avery Fisher Career 
Grant and the 2017 Lincoln Center Award for Emerging Artists, perform Bruch’s Violin Concerto in G 
minor, bookended by Mendelssohn’s Ruy Blas Overture and Tchaikovsky’s Symphony No. 5 (October 25-
26). 
 
Canadian conductor Bernard Labadie makes his San Diego Symphony debut conducting Mozart 
Overtures to Die Zauberflöte and La Clemenza di Tito, and Haydn’s Symphony No. 103 “Drumroll”, and 
leads praised pianist Jonathan Biss in Beethoven’s Piano Concerto No. 1 (November 9-10). On 
November 16 & 17, Elena Schwarz conducts violinist and contemporary music advocate Leila Josefowicz 
in Thomas Adès’ Violin Concerto “Concentric Paths”, along with John Adams’ The Chairman Dances and 
Dvořák’s Symphony No. 9 “From the New World”. Rafael Payare returns to perform an impressive 
program featuring Strauss’ Don Juan and Till Eulenspiegels lustige Streich, and leads Inon Barnatan in 
Shostakovich’s Piano Concertos Nos. 1 and 2 (December 6-8). 
 
2025 starts with the debut of French conductor and Music Director of the Barcelona Symphony 

Orchestra, Ludovic Morlot, in a program including Californian composer Gabriella Smith’s 

Bioluminescence Chaconne and Augusta Holmès La Nuit et l'amour; and two works by Saint-Saëns, the 

Symphony No. 3 “Organ” and Violin Concerto No. 3 performed by Jeff Thayer, who holds the Deborah 

Pate and John Forrest Concertmaster Chair of the San Diego Symphony Orchestra (January 10-11). 

Brazilian conductor Eduardo Strausser leads Beethoven Symphony No. 2, Anna Clyne’s Kaleidoscopic 

Color Field, and Mozart’s Piano Concerto No. 21 with renowned Spanish pianist Javier Perianes in both 

of their San Diego Symphony debuts (January 17-18). Italian conductor Daniele Rustioni makes his 

debut in an Italian-themed program with Berlioz’s Roman Carnival Overture, Tchaikovsky’s Francesca da 

Rimini, Respighi’s Roman Festivals, and Busoni’s Violin Concerto featuring celebrated violinist Francesca 

Dego, also making her debut (January 24 & 26). The last concert in January offers Rafael Payare leading 

the World Premiere of Los Angeles composer Billy Childs’ Concerto for Orchestra commissioned by San 

Diego Symphony, along with Prokofiev’s Piano Concerto No. 3 performed by the young Russian rising 

star Alexander Malofeev in his San Diego Symphony debut, and Beethoven’s Symphony No. 3 (January 

31 – February 1).  

 
In February, Taiwanese violist and the Karen and Warren Kessler Chair and Principal Viola of San Diego 
Symphony, Chi-Yuan Chen, tackles Walton’s Viola Concerto in a program including Strauss’ Death and 
Transfiguration and Brahms’ Symphony No. 2, led by Rafael Payare (February 8-9). Michael Tilson 



   
 

   

 

Thomas make his highly anticipated debut and conducts his work Street Song for Symphonic Brass, 
Rachmaninoff’s Rhapsody on a Theme of Paganini with pianist Parker van Ostrand in his debut, and 
Tchaikovsky’s Symphony No. 1 “Winter Daydreams” (February 15-16). Finnish conductor Osmo Vanska 
and acclaimed Finnish pianist Paavali Jumppanen make their debuts in Sibelius’ Tapiola, Beethoven’s 
Piano Concerto No. 5 “Emperor”, and Sibelius’ Symphony No. 5 (February 28 – March 1).  
 
Avery Fisher Career Grant recipient violinist Alexi Kenney makes his debut and plays Bartok’s Violin 
Concerto No. 2 in a performance led by renowned German conductor Matthias Pintscher, which also 
includes Ravel’s Mother Goose Suite and Rachmaninoff’s Symphonic Dances (March 7 & 9). Rising star 
Tianyi Lu makes her first appearance and conducts Gareth Farr’s From the Depths Sound the Great Sea 
Gongs: The Invocation of the Sea, Grieg’s Piano Concerto with Paul Lewis also making his debut, and 
Tchaikovsky’s Symphony No. 4 (March 29-30). German conductor Ruth Reinhardt, who made numerous 
North American debuts in the 2023-24 season, returns to San Diego to lead Smetana’s Overture and 
Three Dances from The Bartered Bride, Yoshimatsu’s Soprano Saxophone Concerto with Steven Banks as 
soloist, and Dvořák’s Symphony No. 8 (May 3-4). 
 
Rafael Payare returns to lead the season’s three final programs: Unsuk Chin’s Cello Concerto with cellist 
Alisa Weilerstein and Bruckner Symphony No. 7 (May 10-11); followed by celebrated pianist Jean-Yves 
Thibaudet playing Saint-Saëns’ Piano Concerto No. 5, coupled with Shostakovich’s Symphony No. 7; 
“Leningrad” (May 16-17); and Scottish mezzo-soprano Karen Cargill making her debut in Mahler’s 
Symphony No. 3 with chorus (May 23-25).  
 
 
Jazz @ The Jacobs  
In its return to Jacobs Music Center, the Symphony is pleased to reintroduce its Jazz @ The Jacobs 
series. Jazz @ The Jacobs will include three thrilling concerts: A Tribute to Ella, Billie, and Sarah (Nov 
23), Piano Paragons: The Music of Monk, Powell, Tatum and Corea (March 22), and Jazz @ The Jacobs: 
Duke Ellington and Billy Strayhorn (April 26.) The series - curated by musician, composer, arranger, 
educator and trumpeter Gilbert Castellanos - features three evenings in the intimate, newly 
reconfigured concert hall. 
 
New for the 2024-2025 season 
A groundbreaking, interdisciplinary contemporary classical series called Currents showcases San Diego 
Symphony’s commitment to innovative programming, using the power of music to illuminate stories of 
our world, taking audiences on a multimedia journey to explore modern stories through music, visual 
art, dance, electronics, and spoken word. In this year, the concerts explore identity – the search for it, 
the celebration of it, the ways we fight for it, and the courage sometimes needed to express it. Artists 
featured across this series include GRAMMY® nominated cellist Seth Parker Woods, innovative dancer 
and choreographer Roderick George, Iranian American composer Gity Razaz, rising star composer 
Nicolas Lell Benavides, librettist Marella Martin Koch, San Diego Symphony Orchestra musicians, and 
more. 
 
Family Concert and Symphony Kids series 
Concerts for families with children of all ages reaffirm the Symphony’s commitment to the community 

through interactive and accessible programming. Family Concerts for children 6-12 will take place 

Saturdays at 11am and include Because: A Symphony of Serendipity (Nov 2) featuring a musical score 

Jesse Montgomery inspired by Mo Williams’ award-winning book Because, Mason Bates’s exciting 



   
 

   

 

Philharmonia Fantastique (Mar 15), and composer Caroline Shaw's musical adaptation of Alice 

McLerran’s story The Mountain that Loved a Bird (Apr 26). Additionally, Symphony Kids, a new concert 

series for families with children 0-5, will feature San Diego Symphony musicians sharing their favorite 

sing-a-longs, rhymes, dances, and musical games in a series that introduces young listeners to the 

instruments of the orchestra. This series will also feature pre-concert activities in the lobby.   

 

For subscriptions, ticket prices and more information on the San Diego Symphony’s 2024-25 Jacobs 
Music Center season, please visit www.JacobsMusicCenter.org 
 
 

2024-25 JACOBS MUSIC CENTER SEASON 

Artists and programs are subject to change. 
 

Key: 

Jacobs Masterworks  

Currents Series 

Family Concerts 

Jazz 

Holiday 

Recital 

Special Concerts 

 

Opening Night – Saturday, September 28, 2024, 6:00 PM 

Rafael Payare, Conductor 

Jeff Thayer, Violin 

Alisa Weilerstein, Cello 

Hera Hyesang-Park, Soprano 

Inon Barnatan, Piano  

 

TEXU KIM Welcome Home!! Fanfare for Brass (World Premiere and San Diego Symphony commission)  

PAGANINI Caprice No. 24  

RACHMANINOFF Rhapsody on a Theme of Paganini  

TCHAIKOVSKY Variations on a Rococo Theme 

ROSSINI “Una Voce Poco Fa” from Il barbiere di Siviglia 

RAVEL Daphnis et Chloe: Suite No. 2    

  

Friday, October 4, 2024, 7:30 PM 

Saturday, October 5, 2024, 7:30 PM 

Sunday, October 6, 2024, 2:00 PM 

Rafael Payare, Conductor 

Angela Meade, Soprano 

Anna Larsson, Mezzo-Soprano  

San Diego Symphony Festival Chorus 

http://www.jacobsmusiccenter.org/


   
 

   

 

Andrew Megill, Advisor and Chorus Master 

 

THOMAS LARCHER Time, Three Movements for Orchestra (co-commissioned by San Diego Symphony) 

MAHLER Symphony No. 2 in C minor, “Resurrection” 

 

Saturday October 12, 2024, 7:30 PM 

Sunday October 13, 2024, 2:00 PM   
Rafael Payare, Conductor 
Sergey Khachatryan, Violin  
    
BRAHMS Violin Concerto in D Major 
SCHOENBERG Pelleas und Melisande 
 
 
Friday, October 18, 2024, 7:30 PM 
Saturday, October 19, 2024, 7:30 PM 
Sunday, October 20, 2024, 2:00 PM 
Rafael Payare, Conductor 
Emanuel Ax, Piano 
Gerard McBurney, Director 
Mike Tutaj, Projections 

  
MOZART Piano Concerto No. 25 in C Major, K.503 
PROKOFIEV Excerpts from Romeo & Juliet 
 
 
 
Friday, October 25, 2024, 7:30 PM 
Saturday, October 26, 2024, 7:30 PM 
Antonio Méndez, Conductor 
Paul Huang, Violin 
   
MENDELSSOHN Ruy Blas Overture 
BRUCH Violin Concerto No. 1 in G minor 
TCHAIKOVSKY Symphony No. 5 in E minor 

 
 
Saturday, November 2, 2024, 11:00 AM 
Family Concert: BECAUSE, A SYMPHONY OF SERENDIPITY 
Beatriz Fernández Aucejo, Conductor 
 
Saturday, November 9, 2024 
Symphony Kids: MEET THE STRINGS 
San Diego Symphony string quintet 
 
 
Saturday, November 9, 2024, 7:30 PM 



   
 

   

 

Sunday, November 10, 2024, 2:00 PM 
Bernard Labadie, Conductor 
Jonathan Biss, Piano 
       
MOZART Overture to Die Zauberflöte 
BEETHOVEN Piano Concerto No. 1 in C Major 
MOZART Overture to La Clemenza di Tito 
HAYDN Symphony No. 103 in E-flat Major, “Drumroll” 
 
 
Saturday, November 16, 2024, 7:30 PM 
Sunday, November 17, 2024, 2:00 PM 
Elena Schwarz, Conductor 
Leila Josefowicz, Violin 
   
JOHN ADAMS The Chairman Dances (Foxtrot for Orchestra)  
THOMAS ADÈS Violin Concerto, “Concentric Paths” 
DVORAK Symphony No. 9 in E minor, “From the New World” 
 
 
Friday, November 22, 2024, 7:30pm 
Currents: Tres minutos 
Nicolas Lell Benavides, Composer     
Marella Martin Koch, Libretto  
 
 
Saturday, November 23, 2024, 7:30 PM 
Jazz @ The Jacobs: A Tribute to Ella, Billie and Sarah 
Mary Stallings, Vocalist 
Sherry Williams, Vocalist 
Champian Fulton, Piano 
Sam Hirsh, Piano 
Rickey Woodard, Tenor Saxophone 
 
 
Saturday, November 30, 2024, 7:30 PM 
Leslie Odom, Jr. - The Christmas Tour 
 
Friday, December 6, 2024, 7:30 PM 
Saturday, December 7, 2024, 7:30 PM 
Sunday, December 8, 2024, 2:00 PM 
Rafael Payare, Conductor 
Inon Barnatan, Piano 
  
R STRAUSS Don Juan  
SHOSTAKOVICH Piano Concerto No. 2 in F Major 
SHOSTAKOVICH Piano Concerto No. 1 in C minor 
R STRAUSS Till Eulenspiegels lustige Streich  



   
 

   

 

 

 

Friday, December 13, 2024, 7:30 PM 

Saturday, December 14, 2024, 2:00 PM 

Saturday, December 14, 2024, 7:30 PM 

Sunday, December 15, 2024, 2:00 PM 

Sunday, December 15, 2024, 7:30 PM 

Noel Noel  

Christopher Dragon, Conductor 

Jonathan Gilmer, Director 

San Diego Children’s Choir 

San Diego Master Chorale 

 

 

Thursday, December 19, 2024, 7:30 PM 

Voctave “It Feels Like Christmas” 

 

 

Saturday, December 21, 2024, 7:30 PM 

Sunday, December 22, 2024, 2:00 PM 

Sunday, December 22, 2024, 7:30 PM 

Elf in Concert 

Bruce Kiesling, Conductor 

 

    
Friday, January 10, 2025, 7:30 PM 
Saturday, January 11, 2025, 7:30 PM 
Ludovic Morlot, Conductor  
Jeff Thayer, Violin 
   
GABRIELLA SMITH Bioluminescence Chaconne 
SAINT-SAËNS Violin Concerto No. 3 in B minor 
AUGUSTA HOLMÈS "La nuit et l'amour" from Ludus pro patria 
SAINT-SAËNS Symphony No. 3 in C minor, “Organ Symphony” 

    
  
Friday, January 17, 2025, 11:00 AM 
Saturday, January 18, 2025, 7:30 PM 
Eduardo Strausser, Conductor 
Javier Perianes, Piano 
 
ANNA CLYNE Color Field 
MOZART Piano Concerto No. 21 in C Major 
BEETHOVEN Symphony No. 2 in D Major 
 
 



   
 

   

 

Saturday, January 18, 2025 
Symphony Kids: MEET THE BRASS 
San Diego Symphony brass quintet 
 
 
Friday, January 24, 2025, 7:30 PM 
Sunday, January 26, 2025, 2:00 PM 
Daniele Rustioni, Conductor 
Francesca Dego, Violin 
  
BERLIOZ Roman Carnival Overture 
BUSONI Violin Concerto in D Major 
TCHAIKOVSKY Francesca da Rimini 
RESPIGHI Roman Festivals  
 
 
 
Friday, January 31, 2025, 11:00 AM 
Saturday, February 1, 2025, 7:30 PM 
 
Rafael Payare, Conductor 
Alexander Malofeev, Piano  

 
BILLY CHILDS Concerto for Orchestra (World Premiere and Commission by San Diego Symphony)  
PROKOFIEV Piano Concerto No. 3 in C Major 
BEETHOVEN Symphony No. 3 in E-flat Major 
 
 
Saturday, February 8, 2025, 7:30 PM 
Sunday, February 9, 2025, 2:00 PM 
Rafael Payare, Conductor 
Chi-Yuan Chen, Viola 
 
R. STRAUSS Death and Transfiguration 
WALTON Viola Concerto  
BRAHMS Symphony No. 2 in D Major  
 
 
Friday, February 14, 2025, 7:30PM 
“What the World Needs Now” 
Rob Fisher, Music Director and Piano 
Ross Lekites, Vocalist 
Bianca Marroquin, Vocalist 
Band TBD 
 
 
Saturday, February 15, 2025, 7:30 PM 
Sunday, February 16, 2025, 2:00 PM 



   
 

   

 

Michael Tilson Thomas, Conductor 
Parker van Ostrand, Piano 
  
MICHAEL TILSON THOMAS Street Song for Symphonic Brass  
RACHMANINOFF Rhapsody on a Theme of Paganini  
TCHAIKOVSKY Symphony No. 1 in G minor, “Winter Daydreams” 
 
 
Friday, February 28, 2025, 11:00 AM 
Saturday, March 1, 2025, 7:30 PM 
Osmo Vanska, Conductor 
Paavali Jumppanen, Piano 
   
SIBELIUS Tapiola, Op. 112 
BEETHOVEN Piano Concerto No. 5 in E-flat Major, “Emperor” 
SIBELIUS Symphony No. 5 in E-flat Major 

 
 
Saturday, March 1, 2025 
Symphony Kids: MEET THE WINDS 
San Diego Symphony wind quintet 

 
 
Sunday, March 2, 2025, 6:30 PM 
Michael Feinstein in Because of You My Tribute to Tony Bennett featuring the Carnegie Hall Big Band 
 
 
Friday, March 7, 2025, 7:30 PM 
Sunday, March 9, 2025, 2:00 PM 
Matthias Pintscher, Conductor 
Alexi Kenney, Violin 
 
RAVEL Mother Goose Suite  
BARTOK Violin Concerto No. 2 
RACHMANINOFF Symphonic Dances  
 
 
Saturday, March 8, 2025, 7:30 PM 
Brahms X Radiohead   
 
 
Saturday, March 15, 2025, 11:00 AM 
Family Concert: PHILHARMONIA FANTASTIQUE 
Conner Gray Covington, conductor 

 
 
Sunday, March 16, 6:30 PM 



   
 

   

 

Rock ‘n Radio 
Jessica Hendy, Vocalist 
Alex Getlin, Vocalist 
Scott Coulter, Vocalist 
John Boswell, Piano 
Mark Vanderpoel, Bass 
Mike Holguin, Drums 
 
 
Thursday, March 20, 2025, 7:30 PM 
Currents: The Wonders We Carry Inside 
In support of Women, Life, Freedom 

 
 
Friday, March 21, 2025, 7:30 PM 
Jan Lisiecki in Recital: “Preludes” 
Jan Lisiecki, Piano 
 
CHOPIN Prelude for Piano, Op. 28, No. 15 (“Raindrop Prelude”) 
J.S. BACH Prelude and Fugue in C Major, BWV 846 (from The Well-Tempered Clavier, Bk. 1) 
RACHMANINOFF Selected Preludes for Piano, Op. 23 
SZYMANOWSKI Nine Preludes, Op. 1 
MESSIAEN Eight Preludes for Piano (1928/29) 
CHOPIN Prelude in C# minor, Op. 45 
RACHMANINOFF Prelude in G minor, Op. 23, No. 5 
CHOPIN Selected Preludes for Piano, Op. 28  
 
 
Saturday, March 22, 2025, 7:30 PM 
Jazz @ The Jacobs: Piano Paragons – The Music Monk, Powell, Tatum and Correa 
Eric Reed, Piano 
Helen Sung, Piano 
Peter Washington, Bass 
Carl Allen, Drum Set 
 
 
Saturday, March 29, 2025, 7:30 PM 
Sunday, March 30, 2025, 2:00 PM 
Tianyi Lu, Conductor 
Paul Lewis, Piano 
 
GARETH FARR From the Depths Sound the Great Sea Gongs: The Invocation of the Sea 
GRIEG Piano Concerto in A minor 
TCHAIKOVSKY Symphony No. 4 in F minor 
 
 
Tuesday, April 8, 2025, 7:30 PM 
Alisa Weilerstein – Fragments III 

https://jesshendy.com/#welcome
https://www.alexgetlin.com/about-native
https://www.jaxsymphony.org/featured-artists/scott-coulter/
https://www.jaxsymphony.org/featured-artists/john-boswell/
https://www.laopera.org/about-us/artists-2/cast-members/mark-vanderpoel/
https://themightyuntouchables.com/mike-holguin-musical-directordrumsvocals/


   
 

   

 

 
 
Saturday, April 19, 2025, 7:30 PM 
When The Saints Go Marching In with Byron Stripling 
 
 
Saturday, April 26, 2025, at 7:30 PM 
Jazz @ The Jacobs: Duke Ellington and Billy Strayhorn 
Gilbert Castellanos, Trumpet 
Johnaye Kendrick, Vocalist 
Billy Pierce, Tenor Saxophone  

 
 
Saturday, April 26, 2025, 11:00 AM 
Family Concert: THE MOUNTAIN THAT LOVED A BIRD 
Tristan Rais-Sherman, Conductor 

 
 
Saturday, May 3, 2025 
Symphony Kids: MEET THE PERCUSSION 
San Diego Symphony percussion quartet 
 
 
Saturday, May 3, 2025, 7:30 PM 
Sunday, May 4, 2025, 2:00 PM 
Ruth Reinhardt, Conductor 
Steven Banks, Saxophone  
 
SMETANA Overture and Three Dances from The Bartered Bride 
TAKASHI YOSHIMATSU Soprano Saxophone Concerto, “Albireo Mode” 
DVOŘÁK Symphony No. 8 in G Major 
 
 
Saturday, May 10, 2025, 7:30 PM 
Sunday, May 11, 2025, 2:00 PM 
Rafael Payare, Conductor  
Alisa Weilerstein, Cello 
   
UNSUK CHIN Cello Concerto 
BRUCKNER Symphony No. 7 in E Major 
 
 
Friday, May 16, 2025, 7:30 PM 
Saturday, May 17, 2025, 7:30 PM 
Rafael Payare, Conductor 
Jean-Yves Thibaudet, Piano 
  



   
 

   

 

SAINT-SAËNS Piano Concerto No. 5 in F Major 
SHOSTAKOVICH Symphony No. 7 in C Major, “Leningrad” 
 
 
Friday, May 23, 2025, 7:30 PM 
Saturday, May 24, 2025, 7:30 PM 
Sunday, May 25, 2025, 2:00 PM 
Rafael Payare, Conductor 
Karen Cargill, Mezzo-Soprano 
 
MAHLER Symphony No. 3 in D minor 
 
Saturday, May 31, 2025, 7:30 PM 
Difficult Grace 
Seth Parker Woods, Cello 
Roderick George, Dancer/Choreographer 
 
 
ABOUT THE SAN DIEGO SYMPHONY  
Founded in 1910, the San Diego Symphony is the oldest orchestra in California and one of the largest and most 
significant cultural organizations in San Diego. The Orchestra performs for more than 250,000 people each 
season, offering a wide variety of programming at its two much-loved venues, Jacobs Music Center in 
downtown San Diego and The Rady Shell at Jacobs Park on San Diego Bay. In early 2018, the San Diego 
Symphony announced the appointment of Rafael Payare as music director. Payare leads the orchestra’s 82 full-
time musicians, graduates of the finest and most celebrated music schools in the United States and abroad. 
The San Diego Symphony also serves as the orchestra for the San Diego Opera each season, as well as 
performing at several regional performing arts and community centers. For more than 30 years, the San Diego 
Symphony has provided comprehensive learning and community engagement programs reaching more than 
65,000 people annually and bringing innovative programming to San Diego’s diverse neighborhoods and 
schools. For more information, visit www.sandiegosymphony.org. 
 
MEDIA CONTACTS  
Kristen Turner | Director of Communications, Content, and Digital Strategies| 
kturner@sandiegosymphony.org | 713.817.3219 
 
John Velasco | Communications Manager | Jvelasco@sandiegosymphony.org | 858.603.1813



 

 


