Figure 1: Percentage of Children Under Age 18 in Families Living in Poverty, by State and
Comparison with the National Average: 2019
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NOTE: The measure of child poverty includes all children who are related to the householder by birth, mamiage, or adoption {except a child
who is the spouse of the householder). The householder is the person (or one of the people) who owns or rents {maintains) the housing unit.
For additional information about poverty status, see https:/fweew census. gov/topics/income-poverty/poverty/guidance/poverty-measures html.
S0OURCE: U.S. Department of Commerce, Census Bureau, American Community Survey (ACS), 2018. See Digest of Education Statiztics
2020, table 102 40,

Source: Institute of Education Sciences, US Department of Education. The Condition of Education 2021.
Characteristics of Children’s Families https://nces.ed.gov/programs/coe/indicator/cce
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Figure 2: Poverty Rate by Race and Hispanic Origin: 1959 to 2019
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Mote: The data for 2017 and beyond reflect the implementation of an updated processing system. The data for
2013 and beyond reflect the implementation of redesigned income guestions, Data for Blacks is not available from
18960 to 1965, Historical estimates for Asians, Blacks and non-Hispanic Whites are adjusted to accaunt for the
significant impact of these survey redesiagns, The adjusted series accounts for the impact of these recant
improvements over the entire data series. This adjustment is not made in our official publications and table
packages because it requires the assumption that the impact of the data improvements would have been identical
In all vears, an assumption that is less lkely to be accurate in years further away fraom these methodology
changas,

Source: U5, Census Bureaw, Current Population Survey, 1960 to 2020 Annual Sacial and Econamic Supplemeant
(CPS ASEC).

Source: US Census Bureau. Poverty Rates for Blacks and Hispanics Reached Historic Lows in 2019.
https://www.census.gov/library/stories/2020/09/poverty-rates-for-blacks-and-hispanics-reached-historic-lows-in-
2019.html
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Figure 3: Percentage of Children Under Age 18 in Families Living in Poverty, by Child’s
Race/Ethnicity: 2010 and 2019
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NOTE: The measure of child poverty includes all children who are related to the householder by birth, mamiage, or adoption (except a child
who is the spouse of the householder). The householder is the person {or one of the people) who owns or rents {maintains) the housing unit.
For additional information about poverty status, see hitps://www. census. gow'topi csfincome-poverty/poverty/guidance/poverty-measures html.
Race categories exclude persons of Hispanic ethnicity. Although reunded numbers are displayed, the figures are based on unrounded data.

S0OURCE: U.S. Department of Commerce, Census Buresu, American Community Survey (ACS), 2010 and 2018. See Digest of Education
Statizficz 2020, table 102.80.

Source: Institute of Education Sciences, US Department of Education. The Condition of Education 2021.
Characteristics of Children’s Families https://nces.ed.gov/programs/coe/indicator/cce

Page 3 of 4

Note: This document was prepared by Dr. Rajeev Darolia, Advisor for economic and higher education policy
analysis and data, for the 2021 Affordability and Student Loans Committee Meetings as part of the 2021-22 US
Department of Education Negotiated Rulemaking for Higher Education. Please forgive any errors for documents
produced in an expeditious manner. Date: 10/07/2021.


https://nces.ed.gov/programs/coe/indicator/cce

Figure 4: Income Distribution of Dependent Undergraduates, 1996 and 2016
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Note: Income categories are based on the dependent student’s family income-to-poverty
ratio. Federal poverty thresholds used vary by family size. See text for category definitions
Figures may not add to 100% due to rounding

Source: Pew Research Center analysis of 1996 and 2016 National Postsecondary Student
Aid Study (NPSAS), National Center for Education Statistics.

“A Rising Share of Undergraduates Are From Poor Families, Especially at Less Selective
Colleges™
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Report definitions

e In poverty: Less than the poverty guideline

Near poverty: Income to poverty ratio 100-199
Lower-middle income: Income to poverty ratio 200-299
Middle income: Income to poverty ratio 300-749
Higher income: Income to poverty ratio >750

Source: Pew Research Center. 4 Rising Share of Undergraduates Are From Poor Families, Especially at Less
Selective Colleges. https://www.pewresearch.org/social-trends/2019/05/22/a-rising-share-of-undergraduates-are-
from-poor-families-especially-at-less-selective-colleges/
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