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2 | OpenTopic | Preface

For information on whether any patents have been disclosed that may be essential to implementing this
specification, and any offers of patent licensing terms, please refer to the Intellectual Property Rights section
of the Technical Committee web page (http://www.oasis-open.org/committees/dita/ipr.php).
The non-normative errata page for this specification is located at
_ http://www.oasis-open.org/committees/tc_home.php?wg_abbrev=dita.

Notices
Copyright © OASIS® 1993-2007. All Rights Reserved.
All capitalized terms in the following text have the meanings assigned to them in the OASIS Intellectual
Property Rights Policy (the "OASIS IPR Policy"). The full Policy may be found at the OASIS website.
This document and translations of it may be copied and furnished to others, and derivative works that
comment on or otherwise explain it or assist in its implementation may be prepared, copied, published,
and distributed, in whole or in part, without restriction of any kind, provided that the above copyright notice
and this section are included on all such copies and derivative works. However, this document itself may
not be modified in any way, including by removing the copyright notice or references to OASIS, except as
needed for the purpose of developing any document or deliverable produced by an OASIS Technical
Committee (in which case the rules applicable to copyrights, as set forth in the OASIS IPR Policy, must
be followed) or as required to translate it into languages other than English.
The limited permissions granted above are perpetual and will not be revoked by OASIS or its successors
or assigns.
This document and the information contained herein is provided on an "AS IS" basis and OASIS DISCLAIMS
ALL WARRANTIES, EXPRESS OR IMPLIED, INCLUDING BUT NOT LIMITED TO ANY WARRANTY
THAT THE USE OF THE INFORMATION HEREIN WILL NOT INFRINGE ANY OWNERSHIP RIGHTS
OR ANY IMPLIED WARRANTIES OF MERCHANTABILITY OR FITNESS FOR A PARTICULAR PURPOSE.
OASIS requests that any OASIS Party or any other party that believes it has patent claims that would
necessarily be infringed by implementations of this OASIS Committee Specification or OASIS Standard,
to notify OASIS TC Administrator and provide an indication of its willingness to grant patent licenses to
such patent claims in a manner consistent with the IPR Mode of the OASIS Technical Committee that
produced this specification. OASIS invites any party to contact the OASIS TC Administrator if it is aware
of a claim of ownership of any patent claims that would necessarily be infringed by implementations of this
specification by a patent holder that is not willing to provide a license to such patent claims in a manner
consistent with the IPR Mode of the OASIS Technical Committee that produced this specification. OASIS
may include such claims on its website, but disclaims any obligation to do so. OASIS takes no position
regarding the validity or scope of any intellectual property or other rights that might be claimed to pertain
to the implementation or use of the technology described in this document or the extent to which any license
under such rights might or might not be available; neither does it represent that it has made any effort to
identify any such rights. Information on OASIS' procedures with respect to rights in any document or
deliverable produced by an OASIS Technical Committee can be found on the OASIS website. Copies of
claims of rights made available for publication and any assurances of licenses to be made available, or
the result of an attempt made to obtain a general license or permission for the use of such proprietary
rights by implementers or users of this OASIS Committee Specification or OASIS Standard, can be obtained
from the OASIS TC Administrator. OASIS makes no representation that any information or list of intellectual
property rights will at any time be complete, or that any claims in such list are, in fact, Essential Claims.
The name "OASIS" is a trademark of OASIS, the owner and developer of this specification, and should be
used only to refer to the organization and its official outputs. OASIS welcomes reference to, and
implementation and use of, specifications, while reserving the right to enforce its marks against misleading
uses. Please see http://www.oasis-open.org/who/trademark.php for above guidance.
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Chapter 1. Introduction

The design of the Darwin Information Typing Architecture (DITA) is based on deriving multiple
information types, or topic types, from a common, generic topic. This language reference describes the
elements that comprise the topic DTD and its initial, information-typed descendents: concept, reference,
task, and glossentry. It also describes the DITA map DTD and its current specialization (bookmap), as
well as various topic and map based DITA domains.

This specification describes specific details of each element in the OASIS DITA language. The separate
DITA Architectural Specification includes detailed information about DITA specialization, when to use
each topic type, how topics and maps interact, details of complex behaviors such as conref and
conditional processing, and many other best practices for working with DITA.

The elements that make up the DITA design represent a set of different authoring concerns, each of which
is grouped into its own chapter. Major sections include:

¢ The main components of a topic, concept, reference, task, document,

* The main components of a glossentry document (new for DITA 1.1),

* The common elements available for creating content within the body of a topic,

¢ The elements that make up the two types of tables in DITA,

* The elements contained in the prolog of a topic (many of these also appear in the topicmeta in a map),
* The elements contained in the related-links part of a topic,

* Elements that appear in many contexts, but do not fit into specific categories,

* Elements that are available for further specialization,

* Domain specializations of topic elements that represent different subject domains,

* Elements that make up a DITA map, followed by the "mapgroup” domain specialization,
* The bookmap specialization (new for DITA 1.1),

* The xNAL domain for describing author information (based on the extensible Name and Address
Language standard, and also new for DITA 1.1),

¢ The DITAVAL DTD for flagging and filtering content (formalized for DITA 1.1),
* and commonly referenced descriptions

In addition to glossentry topics, bookmap, the xXNAL domain, and the formalized DITAVAL format, DITA
1.1 also includes a new indexing domain, clarifications to the image and object elements, new props and
base attributes for attribute specialization, and several new elements:

* abstract

» data and data-about

¢ foreign and unknown
* index-base

DITA 1.1 includes a new "dir" attribute to aid in localization. This attribute, along with other localization
attributes, is now available on nearly every DITA element. In addition, common metadata and id
attributes that were available on many elements in DITA 1.0 are now available on nearly every element.

Terminology

The key words “MUST”, “MUST NOT”, “REQUIRED”, “SHALL”, “SHALL NOT”, “SHOULD”,
“SHOULD NOT”, “/RECOMMENDED”, “MAY”, and “OPTIONAL” are to be interpreted as described in

[REC2119].

1
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Normative References

[RFC2119]
S. Bradner, Key words for use in RFCs to Indicate Requirement Levels, jhttp://www.ietf.org/rfc/|

rfc2119.txt}, IETF RFC 2119, March 1997.

2 DITA Language Specification v1.1 )
Copyright © OASIS® 1993-2007. All Rights Reserved. 1 August 2007


http://www.ietf.org/rfc/rfc2119.txt
http://www.ietf.org/rfc/rfc2119.txt

Chapter 2. Topic elements

Use the generic topic structure for untyped topics. While much of the DITA architecture is built upon
generic topics, it is generally better to use more specific information types (such as concept, task, or
reference) when they are available. For an answer to the question "What are topics?” and more details on
when to use different information types, please refer to the DITA architectural specification.

topic

The <topic> element is the top-level DITA element for a single-subject topic or article. Other top-level
DITA elements that are more content-specific are <concept>, <task>, <reference>, and <glossary>.

To support applications that are namespace-aware, DITA DTDs and Schemas provide the following
namespaced declarations for topic, and for topic-level elements derived from topic:

ditaarch:DITAArchVersion="1.0"
xmins:ditaarch="http://dita.oasis-open.org/architecture/2005/"

In DTDs, the “ditaarch” prefix is parameterized to enable future specialization.

Example

<topic id="topic">
<title>Some Tlittle topic</title>
<body>
<p>Here's a <b><i>cute</i></b>,
<b>Tlittle</b> topic.</p>
<ul>
<li>Some item</1i>
<li>Another item</1i>

</ul>

</body>

</topic>

Contains

Doctype Content model

ditabase title) then ([titlealts) (optional) then ( Ehortdesd or [abstract) (optional) then ([prolog) (optional) then (
body) (optional) then ([related-links) (optional) then ( topid or [concept or [task| or [reference| or
[olossentry) (any number) )

topic | then (M (optional) then (Ishortdescl or abstractl) (optional) then ( (optional) then (
MI (optional) then ([related-links) (optional) then ( toEid} (any number) )

task title) then (|tit1ealts (optional) then (shortdesd|or [abstract) (optional) then ( (optional) then (
body) (optional) then (related-links) (optional) then ( ftopid) (any number) )

reference title) then ([titlealts) (optional) then ([shortdesd or fabstract) (optional) then ( (optional) then (
body) (optional) then ([related-links) (optional) then ( ftopid) (any number) )

concept title) then (|tit1ea1ts (optional) then (shortdesd|or [abstract) (optional) then ( (optional) then (
body) (optional) then ([related-links) (optional) then ( ftopid) (any number) )

glossary title) then (|tit1ealtsb (optional) then ( shortdesd|or [abstract]) (optional) then ( (optional) then (
MI (optional) then (related-links) (optional) then ( jtopid) (any number) )

3
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Contained by

Doctype Parents
ditabase [topid [concept [task, [reference]
topic fopic
task topid
concept topid
reference topid
glossary
Inheritance:
- topic/topic
Attributes
Default
Name Description Data Type Value Required?
id This ID enables topics to be referenced  |ID Yes
uniquely by topicrefs in DITA maps.
conref This attribute is used to reference an ID |CDATA #IMPLIED No
on a topic that can be reused. See ['Thd
[conref attribute” on page 478| for
examples and details about the syntax.
xmlns:ditaarch Declares the default DITA namespace. CDATA #FIXED
http://
dita.oasis-
open.org/
architecture/
2005/
DITAArchVersion Designates the version of the architecture | CDATA “1.1” (version | No
that is in use. dependent;
will increase)
domains Indicates the specialized domains that CDATA (topic ui-d) |No
are included in the DTD or Schema. (topic hi-d)
(topic pr-d)
(topic sw-d)
(topic ut-d)
(topic
indexing-d)
Y%select-atts; (props, base, A set of related attributes, described at parameter PE not Not
platform, product, [‘%select-atts;” on page 468 entity applicable applicable
audience, otherprops,
importance, rev, status)
%localization-atts; A set of related attributes, described at parameter PE not Not
(translate, xml:lang, dir) [“%localization-atts;” on page 470.| entity applicable applicable
%global-atts; (xtrf, xtrc) A set of related attributes, described at parameter PE not Not
[“%global-atts;” on page 466 entity applicable applicable
class, outputclass Common attributes described in["Other]
lcommon DITA attributes” on page 477

4 DITA Language Specification v1.
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title

The <title> element contains a heading or label for the main parts of a topic, including the topic as a
whole, its sections and examples, and its labelled content, such as figures and tables. Beginning with
DITA 1.1, the element may also be used to provide a title for a map.

Example

<topic id="topic">
<title>Some little topic</title>

<body>
<p>Some discourse.</p>

</body>
</topic>
Contains

Doctype Content model

ditabase, ( text data or I]E or |codeph| or [synph| or [filepath| or fms or [userinpuf or [systemoutput or Il—)l or |u]or
topic, task, |[if or [t or sup| or [sub] or uicontrol] or [menucascadd or fterm| or |g] or [boolean| or [state or [keyword] or
reference, option| or [parmname| or apiname] or [cmdname| or [msgnum| or [varname] or [wintitle or [tm| or [image] or
concept data| or |data-about| or [foreign| or junknown) (any number)

map, ( text data or [ph] or [term] or [q] or [poolean] or [state] or [keyword] or [tm] or image] or [data] or [data-abou{]
bookmap or [foreign| or junknown)) (any number)

Contained by

Doctype Parents
bookmap |data} [fig} [figgroup] [table] [map} [pookmap]|
map |datal [fig} [figgroupl) [table} map]|
ditabase datal Ezl Iﬁggroupl |tab1e|, |topid, |section|, |example|, |link1istl |Concept| |taskl |reference|, Irefsvn|,
syntaxdiagraml |synblk} [eroupsed| [eroupchoice} leroupcomp} [fragment
topic lexamplel [linklist} [syntaxdiagram| lsynblld, [eroupseq)
task datal IEI [ficeroupl [tablel [topid [section] [example] [linklist} [task] [syntaxdiagraml [synblk] leroupsed],
oroupchoice] leroupcomp) [fragment]
concept datal [figeroup] [tablel [topid [section] [examplel [linklist} [concept] [syntaxdiagram|, synblk, leroupseq}
oroupchoice] leroupcomp) [fragment]
reference datal IEI icoroupl [table] [topid [section] [example] [linklis [reference) [refsyn] [syntaxdiagram| [synbik}
oroupseq| [eroupchoice} [eroupcompl [fragment|
glossary datal [figeroup] [tablel [topid [section] [example] [linklist} [concept] [syntaxdiagram|, synblk, leroupseq}
oroupchoice] [groupcomp) [fragment]
Inheritance:
- topic/title

Chapter 2. Tollai'g\ elements 5
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Attributes

Default
Name Description Data Type Value Required?

base A generic attribute that has no specific CDATA #IMPLIED No
purpose, but is intended to act as a base
for specialized attributes that have a
simple value syntax like the conditional
processing attributes (one or more
alphanumeric values separated by
whitespace). The attribute takes a space
delimited set of values. However, when
acting as a container for generalized
attributes, the content model will be
more complex; that model is documented
in the "attribute generalization” section
of the DITA architectural specification.

Y%id-atts; (id, conref) A set of related attributes, described at parameter PE not Not
“Y%id-atts;,” on page 467 entit applicable applicable
y PP pPp

%localization-atts; A set of related attributes, described at parameter PE not Not
(translate, xml:lang, dir) [“%localization-atts;” on page 470 entity applicable applicable

%global-atts; (xtrf, xtrc) A set of related attributes, described at parameter PE not Not
["%global-atts;” on page 466| entity applicable applicable

class, outputclass Common attributes described inl“Otherl
|common DITA attributes” on page 477

titlealts

The alternate title element (<titlealts>) is optional, but can occur after the topic title. Two elements can be
inserted as sub-elements of <titlealts>: navigation title <navtitle> and search title <searchtitle>.

When your DITA topic is transformed to XHTML, the <searchtitle> element is used to create a title
element at the top of the resulting XHTML file. This title may differ from the first level heading that
shows in the main browser window. In HTML output, the <navtitle> may be used to create navigation
panels when your DITA topics are part of an HTML-based help or information system. The design intent
is to enable navigation for HTML Help and Eclipse help systems.

When the <titlealts> element is absent, the title element is used for all purposes.

Example

<task id="progexample">
<title>Example of Required Programming</title>
<titlealts><navtitle>Programming Example</navtitle></titlealts>

<taskbody> . . . </taskbody>
</task>
Contains
Doctype Content model

ditabase, ( ( (optional) then ( (optional) )
topic, task,
reference,
concept,

glossary

6 DITA Language Specification v1.1
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Contained by

Doctype Parents
ditabase [topid lconcept] [task] freference]
topic topid

task
concept
reference
glossary

Inheritance:
- topic/titlealts
Attributes
Default

Name Description Data Type Value Required?
Youniv-atts; (%select-atts;, A set of related attributes, described at parameter PE not Not
%id-atts;, ['%univ-atts;” on page 471] entity applicable applicable
Y%localization-atts;)
%global-atts; (xtrf, xtrc) A set of related attributes, described at parameter PE not Not

["%global-atts;” on page 466| entity applicable applicable
class A common attribute described in f’Otheﬂ

fcommon DITA attributes” on page 477

navtitle

The navigation title (<navtitle>) element is one of a set of alternate titles that can be included inside the
<titlealts> element. This navigation title may differ from the first level heading that shows in the main
browser window. Use <navtitle> when the actual title of the topic isn’t appropriate for use in navigation
panes or online contents (for example, because the actual title is too long).

Example

<task id=progexample">
<title>Publishing a DITA information set in PDF</title>
<titlealts><navtitle>Publishing in PDF</navtitle></titlealts>

<taskbody> . . . </taskbody>
</task>
Contains
Doctype Content model
ditabase, ( text data or [keyword|or [option| or [parmname| or [apiname| or [emdnameé| or [msgnum| or [varname|or

topic, task, |[wintitle] or [term| or |[data| or data-about{or [foreign| or [unknown)) (any number)
reference,
concept,
glossary

Chapter 2. Tollai'g\ elements 7
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Contained by

Doctype Parents
ditabase,
topic, task,
concept,
reference,
glossary
Inheritance:
- topic/navtitle
Attributes
Default
Name Description Data Type Value Required?
Y%univ-atts; (%eselect-atts;, | A set of related attributes, described at parameter PE not Not
%id-atts;, ['%univ-atts;” on page 471] entity applicable applicable
Ylocalization-atts;)
%global-atts; (xtrf, xtrc) A set of related attributes, described at parameter PE not Not
["%global-atts;” on page 466| entity applicable applicable
class A common attribute described in ["Otheq]
lcommon DITA attributes” on page 477

searchtitle

When your DITA topic is transformed to XHTML, the <searchtitle> element is used to create a title
element at the top of the resulting HTML file. This title is normally used in search result summaries by
some search engines, such as that in Eclipse (http://eclipse.org); if not set, the XHTML's title element
defaults to the source topic’s title content (which may not be as well optimized for search summaries)

Example
<task id="progexample">
<title>Programming Example</title>
<titlealts><searchtitle>Example of Required Programming</searchtitle></titlealts>

<taskbody> . . . </taskbody>
</task>
Contains
Doctype Content model
ditabase, ( text data or [keyword|or [option| or [parmname| or [apiname| or [emdnamé| or [msgnum| or[varname|or
topic, task, |[wintitle] or fferm| or |[data| or data-about{ or [foreign| or junknown) (any number)
reference,
concept
map, ( text data or [keyword|or [term| or |[data or [data-about] or |foreign| or [unknown) (any number)
bookmap
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http://eclipse.org

Contained by

Doctype Parents

ditabase,

topic, task,

concept,

reference

bookmap [topicmetal [pookmetal
map
Inheritance:

"~ topic/searchtitle " when used in topics, and "- map/searchtitle " when used in maps.

Attributes
Default

Name Description Data Type Value Required?
Y%univ-atts; (%select-atts;, A set of related attributes, described at parameter PE not Not
%id-atts;, ["%univ-atts;” on page 471| entity applicable applicable
Y%localization-atts;)
%global-atts; (xtrf, xtrc) A set of related attributes, described at parameter PE not Not

["%global-atts;” on page 466| entity applicable applicable

class, outputclass

Common attributes described inl“Other|
lcommon DITA attributes” on page 477

abstract

The abstract element occurs between the topic title and the topic body, as the initial content of a topic. It
can contain paragraph-level content as well as one or more shortdesc elements which can be used for
providing link previews or summaries. The <abstract> element cannot be overridden by maps, but its
contained <shortdesc> elements can be, for the purpose of creating link summaries or previews.

Use the <abstract> element when the initial paragraph of a topic is unsuitable for use as a link preview
or for summaries, for example because it contains lists or tables, or because only a portion of the
paragraph is suitable. Note that when the initial paragraph is suitable as a summary, that content should
be placed in a <shortdesc> element rather than in an <abstract> element. The <abstract> element allows
for a wider range of content in your initial paragraph, such as lists and tables, and allows you to identify
portions of the <abstract> content as useful for previews or summaries by embedding the <shortdesc>
element within <abstract>.

When the contained <shortdesc> occurs within phrase-level content, it is treated as phrase-level content
and should not create a separate paragraph on output of the topic. When the contained <shortdesc>
occurs as a peer to paragraph-level content, it is treated as block-level content and should create a
separate paragraph on output of the topic. When multiple <shortdesc> elements are included in an
<abstract>, they are concatenated in output of link previews or summaries (separated by spaces).

Example: abstract with phrase-level short description

<abstract>The abstract is being used to provide more complex content.
<shortdesc>The shortdesc must be directly contained by the abstract.</shortdesc>
The abstract can put text around the shortdesc.

</abstract>

Copyright © OASIS® 1993-2007. All Rights Reserved.
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Topic output
The abstract is being used to provide more complex content. The shortdesc must be directly
contained by the abstract. The abstract can put text around the shortdesc.

Preview/summary output
The shortdesc must be directly contained by the abstract.

Example: abstract with block-level short description

<abstract><p>The abstract is being used to provide more complex content.</p>
<shortdesc>The shortdesc must be directly contained by the abstract.</shortdesc>
<p>The abstract can put text around the shortdesc.</p>

</abstract>

Topic output
The abstract is being used to provide more complex content.
The shortdesc must be directly contained by the abstract.
The abstract can put text around the shortdesc.
Preview/summary output

The shortdesc must be directly contained by the abstract.

Example: abstract with multiple short descriptions

<abstract>The abstract is being used to provide more complex content.
<shortdesc>The shortdesc must be directly contained by the abstract.</shortdesc>
<p>The abstract can put text around the shortdesc.</p>
<shortdesc>There can be more than one shortdesc.</shortdesc>
</abstract>

Topic output

The abstract is being used to provide more complex content. The shortdesc must be directly
contained by the abstract.

The abstract can put text around the shortdesc.
There can be more than one shortdesc.
Preview/summary output

The shortdesc must be directly contained by the abstract. There can be more than one shortdesc.

Contains

Doctype Content model
ditabase, ﬁ text data or Ip_h or codephl or Isvnph| or |ﬁ1epath| or Igrlz_sgr%]lj or |userin utl or sVstemoutpuﬂ or [b] or [uf or

topic, task, or [t or [sup] or [sub| or [uicontro] or menucascadd or fterm| or |xref] or kite or lg| or [boolean|or statd or

reference, [keyword| or |option| or [parmname| or fapiname| or [cmdname]| or jmsgnum| or [varname| or [wintitle] or BI
concept, or [p] or [lq or [note] or [d1] or [parm]] or jul] or [o]] or [s] or [pre| or [codeblocK or fmsgblock] or[screer| or [line|
glossary or [fig| or [syntaxdiagram|or imagemap| or image| or [objecq or [table| or [simpletable| or |[draft-comment| or

required-cleanup| or @ or findextermref|or [indexterm| or|[data| or [data-about] or [foreign| or f[unknown| or
shortdesai

(any number)

Contained by

Doctype Parents

ditabase {topid |conceptt [task] [reference]
topic topid

task

10  DITA Language Specification v1.1
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Doctype Parents

concept
reference
glossary

Inheritance:
- topic/abstract
Attributes
Default

Name Description Data Type Value Required?
Y%univ-atts; (%select-atts;, A set of related attributes, described at parameter PE not Not
%id-atts;, [‘%univ-atts;” on page 471] entity applicable applicable
Y%localization-atts;)
%global-atts; (xtrf, xtrc) A set of related attributes, described at parameter PE not Not

|"%global-atts;” on page 466| entity applicable applicable
class, outputclass Common attributes described in["Other]

fcommon DITA attributes” on page 477
shortdesc

The short description (<shortdesc>) element occurs between the topic title and the topic body, as the
initial paragraph-like content of a topic, or it can be embedded in an abstract element. The short
description, which represents the purpose or theme of the topic, is also intended to be used as a link
preview and for searching. When used within a DITA map, the short description of the <topicref> can be
used to override the short description in the topic.

Use the <shortdesc> element when the first paragraph of topic content is simple enough to be suitable for
use as a link preview or for summaries. Otherwise use the <abstract> element instead to provide richer
content around the <shortdesc>. See the [“abstract” on page 9| description for more details on the behavior
of shortdesc in an abstract.

While inclusion of the <shortdesc> element is not mandated by DITA or the tools, it is recommended that
topics contain this element. In cases where a topic contains only one paragraph, then it is preferable to
include this text in the <shortdesc> and leave the topic body empty.

The short description should be a single, concise paragraph containing one or two sentences of no more
than 50 words.

Type Recommended content

Task

The short description should explain what the task information helps users accomplish,
the benefits of the task, or the purpose of the task. Do not simply repeat the title. Try to
include information that will help users understand when the task is appropriate or why
the task is necessary. Avoid stating the obvious, such as “You can use XYZ to do A” as
the only statement in the short description for Task A. In some cases, add more
information about why the task is beneficial.

Do not use sentence fragments. Use complete sentences. Avoid starting short descriptions
with phrases such as “This topic describes . . . .” or “This topic is about . . . .”

. . Chapter 2. Topic elements 11
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Type Recommended content

Concept
Introduce the concept and provide a concise answer to the question "What is this?” and in
some cases "Why do I care about this?” If the concept is unfamiliar, you can start with a
brief definition. Avoid using the short description to lead in or build up to a topic. The
short description paragraph should contain the main point of the conceptual topic. The
concept short description should clearly apply to a concept. Avoid turning the concept
topic into a task. Do not simply repeat the title.
Do not use sentence fragments. Use complete sentences. Avoid starting short descriptions
with phrases such as “This topic describes . . . .” or “This topic is about . . . .”
Reference
Briefly describe what the reference item does, what it is, or what it is used for.
In most cases, use a complete sentence. You can use a sentence fragment only for a topic
that is very short, such as an API topic and each of its subtopics. Use consistent phrasing
across libraries and information centers so that your information can be seamlessly
integrated with another product’s information.
Contains
Doctype Content model
ditabase, ( text data or [ph]or [codepH] or [synpH or [filepath or fms or fuserinpuf or fystemoutpu or [p| or [u] or
topic, task, or [t or gup| or [sub[or[uicontro]] or fmenucascadd or frerny or [o] or [boolean] or [state] or [keyword] or
reference, option| or [parmname| or apiname] or cmdname| or [msgnum| or [varname| or [wintitle or [fm| or [image] or
concept data| or |data-about] or [foreign| or junknownl) (any number)
map, ( text data or [ph] or [term] or [q] or poolean] or ftate] or [keyword] or [tm] or image] or [data] or [data-abouf]
bookmap or [foreign| or junknown)) (any number)

Contained by

Doctype Parents

bookmap ftopicmetal [bookmetal

map

ditabase ltopid labstract] lconcept] [taskl [referencd, lolossdef]
topic

task ltopid, fabstract] [task]

concept |t0pid, Iabstractl |concept|

reference [topid labstract] [reference]

glossary ltopid, fabstract] [concept] lglossdef]
Inheritance:

"- topic/shortdesc " when used in topics, and "- map/shortdesc ” when used in maps.
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Attributes

Default

Name Description Data Type Value Required?
Y%univ-atts; (%select-atts;, A set of related attributes, described at parameter PE not Not
%id-atts;, [‘%univ-atts;” on page 471] entity applicable applicable
Y%localization-atts;)
%global-atts; (xtrf, xtrc) A set of related attributes, described at parameter PE not Not

[‘%global-atts;” on page 466| entity applicable applicable
class, outputclass Common attributes described in[*Other]

lcommon DITA attributes” on page 477

body

The <body> element is the container for the main content of a <topic>.

Example

<topic>
<title>...</title>
<prolog>...</prolog>

<body> ... ... </body>

</topic>

Contains

Doctype Content model

ditabase, ([p] or [ig] or [note] or [d1] or fparmi] or [ul] or [o]] or [s]] or [prd or fcodeblocK] or [msgblocH or [screen] or [lines] or
topic, task, ||fig| or|syntaxdiagram| or jmagemap]or [image| or Jobject| or [table| or [simpletable] or required-cleanup]| or
reference, data| or [data-abouf or [foreign| or junknown| or [section| or fexample) (any number)

concept,

glossary

Contained by

Doctype Parents

ditabase, topid
topic, task,
concept,
reference,

glossary

Inheritance:
- topic/body

Attributes

Name

Description

Data Type

Default
Value

Required?

Y%univ-atts; (%select-atts;,
Yid-atts;,

A set of related attributes, described at
[“%univ-atts;” on page 471|

Y%localization-atts;)

parameter
entity

PE not
applicable

Not
applicable
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Default

Name Description Data Type Value Required?
%global-atts; (xtrf, xtrc) A set of related attributes, described at parameter PE not Not
[“%global-atts;” on page 466 entity applicable applicable

class, outputclass

Common attributes described inl“Otherl

lcommon DITA attributes” on page 477

section

The <section> element represents an organizational division in a topic. Sections are used to organize
subsets of information that are directly related to the topic. For example, the titles Reference Syntax,
Example and Properties might represent section-level discourse within a topic about a command-line
process—the content in each section relates uniquely to the subject of that topic. Multiple sections within
a single topic do not represent a hierarchy, but rather peer divisions of that topic. Sections cannot be
nested. A section may have an optional title.

Example

<reference id="reference">
<title>Copy Command</title>

<refbody>
<section>

<title>Purpose</title>
This little command copies

things.
</section>
</refbody>
</reference>
Contains
Doctype Content model
ditabase, é text data or [ph] or [codepH| or ynpH or [filepath] or trl;_sgﬂj or juserinpuf or [systemoutpuf or [b] or [u] or
topic, task, or |ttl or |sup| or [sub] or |uicontr0]| or Imenucascadel or fterm| or M el or |g| or [boolean] or |statg or
reference, |kevwordl or |0pti0n| or |'parmname| or |apiname| or cmdname| or [msgnum|or |varname| or |wintitle| or m
concept, or El_cl)r lq or Inote or [d1] or [parmll or full or o]l or |s1] or |Qre| or |codeblock or [mseblock| or [screen| or [lined
glossary or [fig| or [syntaxdiagram| or imagemap| or image| or [objecq or [table] or lsimpletableor [titld or
draft-commend or Jrequired-cleanup| or [fn] or indextermref| or [indexterm| or [data] or [data-aboud or
foreign| or [unknown) (any number)

Contained by

Doctype Parents

ditabase lbody]|conbody] [refbody|
topic

task

concept
reference

glossary
Inheritance:

- topic/section
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Attributes

Default

Name Description Data Type Value Required?
spectitle The specialized title attribute allows CDATA #IMPLIED No

architects of specialized types to define a

fixed or default title for a specialized

element. Not intended for direct use by

authors.
Y%univ-atts; (%select-atts;, A set of related attributes, described at parameter PE not Not
%id-atts;, [‘%univ-atts;” on page 471] entity applicable applicable
%localization-atts;)
%global-atts; (xtrf, xtrc) A set of related attributes, described at parameter PE not Not

[“%global-atts;” on page 466| entity applicable applicable
class, outputclass Common attributes described inl“Otherl

lcommon DITA attributes” on page 477

example

The <example> element is a section with the specific role of containing examples that illustrate or

support the current topic. The <example> element has the same content model as <section>.

DITA uses <example> to contain both discussion and sample code or outputs. Hence, in a DITA topic, to
represent programming code and results within the discussion in an example, use the <codeblock> and
<systemoutput> elements within the example element. For lines of text, use the <lines> element. For

pre-formatted text such as email headers, use the <pre> element.

Contains

Doctype Content model

ditabase, text data or [ph] or [codephl or FynpH or [filepath] or Ir_ll:_sg;%llj or Juserinpuf] or [systemoutpud or |b] or |u| or

topic, task, il or [tf] or [sup| or |sub| or |uic0ntr0]| or |menucascade| or fterm| or @ e| or |g| or [boolean] or |state or

reference, kevwordl or |option| or |'parmname| or |apiname| or cmdname| or [msgnum| or |Varname| or |wintitle| orltt_'nl

concept, or El_c|>r lq or Iote or [d1] or fparml| or [ull or [oll or [sI] or [pre] or [codeblock or Imseblock] or [screer| or [lined

glossary or [fig| or [syntaxdiagram| or imagemap| or image| or [objecq or [table] or lsimpletableor [titld or
draft-comment] or required-cleanup| or |fn] or findextermref| or [indexterm| or|datal or [data-about or
foreign| or jJunknown) (any number)

Contained by

Doctype Parents

ditabase [body]|conbody] taskbody} [refbody]|
opic_|[oay

task [Eody faskbody]

concept |[body] conbody]

reference |

glossary ol orbody]
Inheritance:

- topic/example
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Attributes

Default

Name Description Data Type Value Required?
spectitle The specialized title attribute allows CDATA #IMPLIED No

architects of specialized types to define a

fixed or default title for a specialized

element. Not intended for direct use by

authors.
Y%univ-atts; (%select-atts;, A set of related attributes, described at parameter PE not Not
%id-atts;, [‘%univ-atts;” on page 471] entity applicable applicable
Y%localization-atts;)
%global-atts; (xtrf, xtrc) A set of related attributes, described at parameter PE not Not

[“%global-atts;” on page 466| entity applicable applicable
class, outputclass Common attributes described inl“Otherl

fcommon DITA attributes” on page 477

related-links

The related information links of a topic (<related-links> element) are stored in a special section following
the body of the topic. After a topic is processed into it final output form, the related links are usually
displayed at the end of the topic, although some Web-based help systems might display them in a

separate navigation frame.

Processing notes:

1. Prerequisite links are an exception (that is, in which importance="required” and the role is

compatible-not ancestor/parent/child /descendant/next). Implementations may (but need not) sort
these after the <shortdesc> (all topics) or after the <prereq> section (for tasks).

2. PDF output typically ignores hierarchical links, for example ancestor/parent/child/descendant/next/
previous/sibling, although it may include some child links to produce summaries at the start of

chapters.

3. Links not in a <linklist> will be sorted on output based on type, role, and importance.

4. The value of the format attribute defaults to “dita” unless the attribute scope="external”, when format is
assumed to be not-dita.

Contains

Doctype

Content model

ditabase,

([link] or [linklist| or [linkpool)) (one or more)

topic, task,
reference,
concept,

glossary

Contained by

Doctype Parents

ditabase {topid, fconcept) {task} [reference} [glossentry]|
topic topid

task

concept
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Doctype

Parents

reference
glossary [topid lconcept |glossentry|
Inheritance:

- topic/related-links

Attributes
Default
Name Description Data Type Value Required?
type Describes the target of a cross-reference. | CDATA #IMPLIED No
See[“The type attribute” on page 480|for (Processed as
detailed information on supported values if the target
and processing implications. were of type
"topic”, or
inherited
from an
ancestor)
role The role attribute defines the role the (parent | #IMPLIED No
target topic plays in relationship with the | child |
current topic. For example, in a sibling |
parent/child relationship, the role would | friend | next
be "parent” when the target is the parent | | previous |
of the current topic, and "child” when cousin |
the target is the child of the current ancestor |
topic. This structure could be used to descendant |
sort and classify links at display time. sample |
See|“The role attribute” on page 482| for |external |
information on supported values. [deprecated]
other |
-dita-use-
conref-target)
otherrole Indicates an alternate role. This value is | CDATA #IMPLIED No
used when the role attribute is set to
other.
format The format attribute identifies the format | CDATA #IMPLIED No
of the resource being cross referenced.
See[“The format attribute” on page 482
for details on supported values.
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Name

Description

Data Type

Default
Value

Required?

scope

The scope attribute identifies the
closeness of the relationship between the
current document and the target
resource.

* Set scope to Tocal when the resource
is part of the current set of content.

* Set scope to peer when the resource is
part of the current set of content but is
not accessible at build time.

e Set scope to external when the
resource is not part of the current
information set and should open in a
new browser window.

* See[“Using the -dita-use-conref-target|
[value” on page 479|for more
information on -dita-use-conref-target.

The processing default is Tocal. If no
value is specified, but the attribute is
specified on an ancestor within a map or
within the related-links section, the value
will inherit from the closest ancestor.

(local | peer
| external |
-dita-use-
conref-target)

#IMPLIED

No

Yuniv-atts; (%select-atts;,

Yid-atts;,

Y%localization-atts;)

A set of related attributes, described at
|"%univ-atts;” on page 471|

parameter
entity

PE not
applicable

Not
applicable

%global-atts; (xtrf, xtrc)

A set of related attributes, described at
[“%global-atts;” on page 466|

parameter
entity

PE not
applicable

Not
applicable

class, outputclass

Common attributes described inl“Otherl
lcommon DITA attributes” on page 477
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Chapter 3. Concept elements

DITA concept topics answer "What is..." questions. Use the concept topic to introduce the background or
overview information for tasks or reference topics. The concept topic has the restriction that following a

section or example, only other sections or examples are permitted as content. For more details on when

to use concept and other information types, please refer to the DITA architectural specification.

concept

The <concept> element is the top-level element for a topic that answers the question “what is?” Concepts
provide background information that users must know before they can successfully work with a product
or interface. Often, a concept is an extended definition of a major abstraction such as a process or
function. It might also have an example or a graphic, but generally the structure of a concept is fairly
simple.

Example

<concept id="concept">
<title>Introduction to Bird Calling</title>
<shortdesc>If you wish to attract more birds to your Acme Bird Feeder,
learn the art of bird calling. Bird calling is an efficient way
to alert more birds to the presence of your bird feeder.</shortdesc>
<conbody>

<p>Bird calling requires learning:</p>

<ul>

<li>Popular and classical bird songs</1i>

<li>How to whistle like a bird</Ti>

</ul>
</conbody>
</concept>
Contains
Doctype Content model
ditabase title) then (|titlealtsl» (optional) then ( shortdesd or [abstract) (optional) then (|proloa) (optional) then (

conbody) (optional) then (Igelated—linksb (optional) then (ltopid or fconcept| or [task] or [reference] or
glossentry) (any number) )

concept ( (|tit1e|b then (|tit1ea1tsl» (optional) then (khortdesd| or [abstract]) (optional) then ( (optional) then (
|conbodz|b (optional) then (Igelated—linksb (optional) then (Igoncegﬂ) (any number) )

glossary ( (|tit1e|b then (|tit1ealtsb (optional) then (shortdesc| or [abstract) (optional) then ( (optional) then (
[conbody) (optional) then ([related-links) (optional) then ( |topid) (any number) )

Contained by

Doctype Parents

ditabase |dital [topid [concept] [task] [reference]

concept concepf]

Inheritance:

- topic/topic concept/concept
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Attributes

Default
Name Description Data Type Value Required?
id This ID enables topics to be referenced 1D Yes
uniquely by topicrefs in DITA maps.
conref This attribute is used to reference an ID |CDATA #IMPLIED No
on a topic that can be reused. See |"Tha
lconref attribute” on page 478|for
examples and details about the syntax.
xmilns:ditaarch Declares the default DITA namespace. CDATA #FIXED
http://
dita.oasis-
open.org/
architecture/
2005/
DITA ArchVersion Designates the version of the architecture | CDATA “1.1” (version | No
that is in use. dependent;
will increase)
domains Indicates the specialized domains that CDATA (topic ui-d) No
are included in the DTD or Schema. (topic hi-d)
(topic pr-d)
(topic sw-d)
(topic ut-d)
(topic
indexing-d)
Y%select-atts; (props, base, | A set of related attributes, described at parameter PE not Not
platform, product, |"%select-atts;” on page 46§ entity applicable applicable
audience, otherprops,
importance, rev, status)
%localization-atts; A set of related attributes, described at parameter PE not Not
(translate, xml:lang, dir) [“%localization-atts;” on page 470 entity applicable applicable
%global-atts; (xtrf, xtrc) A set of related attributes, described at parameter PE not Not
[“%global-atts;” on page 466| entity applicable applicable
class, outputclass Common attributes described inl”Otherl
lcommon DITA attributes” on page 477

conbody

The <conbody> element is the main body-level element for a concept. Like the <body> element of a
general <topic>, <conbody> allows paragraphs, lists, and other elements as well as sections and
examples. But <conbody> has a constraint that a section or an example can be followed only by other

sections or examples.

Contains

Doctype Content model

ditabase, ( (plorfigl or |n0te| or @ or [parml|or Ell or_ or|sl|or or fcodeblock| or [msgblocl] or [screen| or [lines|
concept, or [fig| or [syntaxdiagram|or imagemap]| or [image| or [object or [table] or [simpletable| or [required-cleanup)|
glossary or [data] or |[data-about| or [foreign| or junknown) (any number) then (fsection| or example) (any number) )
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Contained by

Doctype Parents
ditabase,
concept,

glossary
Inheritance:

- topic/body concept/conbody

Attributes

Name

Description

Data Type

Default
Value

Required?

base

A generic attribute that has no specific
purpose, but is intended to act as a base
for specialized attributes that have a
simple value syntax like the conditional
processing attributes (one or more
alphanumeric values separated by
whitespace). The attribute takes a space
delimited set of values. However, when
acting as a container for generalized
attributes, the content model will be
more complex; that model is documented
in the "attribute generalization” section
of the DITA architectural specification.

CDATA

#IMPLIED

No

Y%id-atts; (id, conref)

A set of related attributes, described at
[“%id-atts;” on page 467|

parameter
entity

PE not
applicable

Not
applicable

%localization-atts;
(translate, xml:lang, dir)

A set of related attributes, described at
[“%localization-atts;” on page 470.|

parameter
entity

PE not
applicable

Not
applicable

%global-atts; (xtrf, xtrc)

A set of related attributes, described at
[“%global-atts;” on page 466|

parameter
entity

PE not
applicable

Not
applicable

class, outputclass

Common attributes described inl“Otherl
lcommon DITA attributes” on page 477
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Chapter 4. Reference elements

Use the reference elements to describe regular features of sets of things, most commonly the commands
in a programming language. However, this format is also suitable for recipes, bibliographies, catalogues,
and similar collections of structured descriptive prose. For more details on when to use reference and
other information types, please refer to the DITA architectural specification.

reference

The <reference> element defines a top-level container for a reference topic. Reference topics document
programming constructs or facts about a product. Examples of reference topics include language
elements, class descriptions, commands, functions, statements, protocols, types, declarators, operands, and
API information, which provide quick access to facts, but no explanation of concepts or procedures.
Reference topics have the same high-level structure as any other topic type, with a title, short description,
and body. Within the body, reference topics are typically organized into one or more sections, property
lists, and tables. The reference topic type provides general rules that apply to all kinds of reference
information, using elements like <refsyn> for syntax or signatures, and <properties> for lists of properties
and values.

Example

<reference id="refexample">
<title>A reference topic/title>
<refbody>
<refsyn>Describe command or api syntax here, possibly
using &1t;synph> or &1t;syntax> markup for explicit
definition of syntax or prototype construction.
</refsyn>
<section>
<title>Some section title</title>
</section>
<properties>
<property>
<proptype>type</proptype>
<propvalue>value</propvalue>
<propdesc>description</propdesc>
</property>
</properties>
</refbody>
</reference>

Contains

Doctype Content model

title) then (|titlea1tsb (optional) then ([shortdesd|or [abstract]) (optional) then (|proloa) (optional) then (
refbody] (optional) then (|re1ated—link§|) (optional) then (Jtopid or|concept] or task] or [referencd or
glossentry) (any number) )

reference title) then (|tit1ea1tsb (optional) then ([shortdesd|or [abstract) (optional) then ( (optional) then (
refbody)) (optional) then ([related-links) (optional) then (|reference)) (any number) )

ditabase

Contained by

Doctype Parents

ditabase |dital [topid] [concept] [task], [reference]

reference reference)
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Inheritance:

- topic/topic reference/reference

Attributes
Default
Name Description Data Type Value Required?
id This ID enables topics to be referenced 1D Yes
uniquely by topicrefs in DITA maps.
conref This attribute is used to reference an ID |CDATA #IMPLIED No
on a topic that can be reused. See |”Tha
lconref attribute” on page 478 for
examples and details about the syntax.
xmlns:ditaarch Declares the default DITA namespace. CDATA #FIXED
http://
dita.oasis-
open.org/
architecture/
2005/
DITA ArchVersion Designates the version of the architecture | CDATA “1.1” (version | No
that is in use. dependent;
will increase)
domains Indicates the specialized domains that CDATA (topic ui-d) No
are included in the DTD or Schema. (topic hi-d)
(topic pr-d)
(topic sw-d)
(topic ut-d)
(topic
indexing-d)
Y%select-atts; (props, base, A set of related attributes, described at parameter PE not Not
platform, product, [‘%select-atts;” on page 46§ entity applicable applicable
audience, otherprops,
importance, rev, status)
Ylocalization-atts; A set of related attributes, described at parameter PE not Not
(translate, xml:lang, dir) [“%localization-atts;” on page 470 entity applicable applicable
%global-atts; (xtrf, xtrc) A set of related attributes, described at parameter PE not Not
[‘%global-atts;” on page 466| entity applicable applicable

class, outputclass

Common attributes described inl”Otherl
lcommon DITA attributes” on page 477

refbody

The <refbody> element is a container for the main content of the reference topic. Reference topics limit
the body structure to tables (both simple and standard), property lists, syntax sections, and generic
sections and examples, in any sequence or number.

Reference topics represent the kind of information that users typically consult to understand

programming objects, statements, commands, configuration file options, recipes, terminological

descriptions, and so forth.
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Example

See [“reference” on page 23|

Contains

Doctype Content model

ditabase, ( ([section]| or [refsyn| or exampld or [table] or [simpletabld or [propertied or [data| or [data-about| or [foreign|
reference or junknown)) (any number) )

Contained by

Doctype Parents
ditabase,
reference
Inheritance:

- topic/body reference/refbody

Attributes

Default
Name Description Data Type Value Required?

base A generic attribute that has no specific CDATA #IMPLIED No
purpose, but is intended to act as a base
for specialized attributes that have a
simple value syntax like the conditional
processing attributes (one or more
alphanumeric values separated by
whitespace). The attribute takes a space
delimited set of values. However, when
acting as a container for generalized
attributes, the content model will be
more complex; that model is documented
in the "attribute generalization” section
of the DITA architectural specification.

Y%id-atts; (id, conref) A set of related attributes, described at parameter PE not Not
[“%id-atts;” on page 467| entity applicable applicable

%localization-atts; A set of related attributes, described at parameter PE not Not
(translate, xml:lang, dir) [“%localization-atts;” on page 470.| entity applicable applicable

%global-atts; (xtrf, xtrc) A set of related attributes, described at parameter PE not Not
[‘%global-atts;” on page 466| entity applicable applicable

class, outputclass Common attributes described in[*Other]
lcommon DITA attributes” on page 477

refsyn

The <refsyn> element is a special section inside a reference topic. The section often contains syntax or
signature content (for example, a command-line utility’s calling syntax, or an API’s signature). The
<refsyn> contains a brief, possibly diagrammatic description of the subject’s interface or high-level
structure.
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Example

See [“reference” on page 23

Contains

Doctype Content model

ditabase, text data or Ip_h or [codeph| or [synph or [filepath| or Igltn_sgﬂj or serin%or [systemoutpu Or@% or
reference ﬁor H or lsTp| or [sub| or uicontrol| or [menucascadd or Jterm| or greﬂ or fcite or [g| or |boolean|or [state] or

[keyword| or |option| or [parmname| orllﬁvi_name or[cmdname| or [msgnum| or [varname| or [wintitle| or ltI_nI
or [p| or [l or [note] or |dl] or [parmil or Julf or fol] or |s]] or [pre] or [codeblock] or [msgblock| or [screen| or [lines]
or [fig] or [syntaxdiagram| or fimagemap| or fimage| or [object or [table] or simpletable| or or
draft-comment or Jrequired-cleanup| or [fn] or indextermref| or [indexterm| or[data| or [data-about or
foreign| or [unknown) (any number)

Contained by

Doctype Parents
ditabase,
reference
Inheritance:

- topic/section reference/refsyn

Attributes
Default

Name Description Data Type Value Required?
spectitle The specialized title attribute allows CDATA #IMPLIED No

architects of specialized types to define a

fixed or default title for a specialized

element. Not intended for direct use by

authors.
Y%univ-atts; (%select-atts;, A set of related attributes, described at parameter PE not Not
Y%id-atts;, [“%univ-atts;” on page 471| entity applicable applicable
Y%localization-atts;)
%global-atts; (xtrf, xtrc) A set of related attributes, described at parameter PE not Not

[“%global-atts;” on page 466 entity applicable applicable
class, outputclass Common attributes described inl“Otherl

lcommon DITA attributes” on page 477

properties

The <properties> element gives a list of properties for the subject of the current topic, for example
whether a class is public or protected. Each property can include the type, value, and a description. The
typical rendering is usually in a table-like format. To represent multiple values for a type, just create
additional property elements and use only the <propvalue> element (and <propdesc> when needed) for
each successive value.
<properties>

<prophead>

<proptypehd>Visual Element</proptypehd>

<propvaluehd>Value</propvaluehd>

<propdeschd>Implication</propdeschd>
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<property>
<proptype>color</proptype>
<propvalue>red</propvalue>
<propdesc>depicts anger</propdesc>

</property>

<property>
<propvalue>green</propvalue>
<propdesc>depicts permission</propdesc>

</property>

</properties>

Contains

Doctype Content model

ditabase, ( ( (optional) then ( (one or more) )
reference

Contained by

Doctype Parents
ditabase,
reference
Inheritance:

- topic/simpletable reference/properties

Attributes

Default
Name Description Data Type Value Required?
relcolwidth A relative value to specify the width of a | CDATA #IMPLIED No

column in relationship to the width of
the other columns. The values are totaled
and made a percent. For example:

relcolwidth="1x 2% 3"

causes widths of 16.7%, 33.3%, and
66.7%.

relcolwidth="90* 150*"

causes width of 37.5% and 62.5%.

keycol Defines the column that will be used for [ NMTOKEN |#IMPLIED No
row headings. No value indicates no key
column. When present, the numerical
value causes the specified column to be
highlighted as a vertical header.

refcols Designates columns that contain NMTOKENS |#IMPLIED No
references, and are candidates for
automated linking. Columns are
identified by a space-delimited list of
numbers (for example: 1 3).
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Default
Name Description Data Type Value Required?

spectitle The specialized title attribute allows CDATA #IMPLIED No
architects of specialized types to define a
fixed or default title for a specialized
element. Not intended for direct use by

authors.
%display-atts; (scale, frame, | A set of related attributes, described at parameter PE not Not
expanse) [“%display-atts;” on page 465 entity applicable applicable
%univ-atts; (%select-atts;, | A set of related attributes, described at parameter PE not Not
%id-atts;, [‘%univ-atts;” on page 471 entity applicable applicable
Ylocalization-atts;)
%global-atts; (xtrf, xtrc) A set of related attributes, described at parameter PE not Not
[“%global-atts;” on page 466 entity applicable applicable
class, outputclass Common attributes described inl”Otherl

|common DITA attributes” on page 477

prophead

The prophead element supports regular headings for the properties element.

Contains

Doctype Content model

ditabase, ( ([proptypehd) (optional) then ([propvaluehd) (optional) then ( [propdeschd) (optional) )
reference

Contained by

Doctype Parents
ditabase, brogertiegl
reference
Inheritance:

- topic/sthead reference/prophead

Attributes
Default

Name Description Data Type Value Required?
Yuniv-atts; (%select-atts;, A set of related attributes, described at parameter PE not Not
Yoid-atts;, [“%univ-atts;” on page 471| entity applicable applicable
Y%localization-atts;)
%global-atts; (xtrf, xtrc) A set of related attributes, described at parameter PE not Not

[‘%global-atts;” on page 466| entity applicable applicable
class, outputclass Common attributes described in["Other]

lcommon DITA attributes” on page 477
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proptypehd

The proptypehd element supports regular headings for the type column of a properties table.

Contains

Doctype Content model

ditabase, text data or Ip_h or codephl or Isynph| or |filepath| or ms or Juserinpuf] or systemoutpuf] or or or
reference i| or [t or lsTp' or [sub| or Juicontrol or [menucascadd or [term| or [xref] or kite] or |q] or [poolean]| or statd or

O

L3

keyword| or |option| or [parmname] or hiziname or

or [lq or Inote] or [dIf or [parml| or ful| or

cmdname] or fmsgnum| or [varnamé or[wintitle or [tm]

ol| or |s]]

or [pre| or [codeblock or [msgblock] or|screen| or [lineg]

or

fic| or [syntaxdiagram|or fimagemap| or

imagel or [object] or [draft-comment or [required-cleanup| or @

O

=

indextermref]or [indexterm| or |[data| or [data-aboutf or [foreign| or funknown) ( any number)

Contained by

Doctype Parents
ditabase,
reference
Inheritance:

- topic/stentry reference/proptypehd

Attributes
Default

Name Description Data Type Value Required?
specentry The specialized entry attribute allows CDATA #IMPLIED No

architects of specialized types to define a

fixed or default header title for a

specialized stentry element. Not intended

for direct use by authors.
Y%univ-atts; (%select-atts;, A set of related attributes, described at parameter PE not Not
Yoid-atts;, [“%univ-atts;” on page 471| entity applicable applicable
Y%localization-atts;)
%global-atts; (xtrf, xtrc) A set of related attributes, described at parameter PE not Not

[“%global-atts;” on page 466 entity applicable applicable
class, outputclass Common attributes described inl“Otherl

lcommon DITA attributes” on page 477

propvaluehd

The propvaluehd element supports regular headings for the value column of a properties table.
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Contains

Doctype Content model

ditabase, text data or IIE or |codeph| or [synph| or [filepath| or Il;i:_sg;%llj or serin%or [systemoutpuf or |b| or |uj or

reference ﬁor H or Ism or [sub| or |uicontro] or [menucascadd or Jterm| or greﬂ or [cite] or [g| or |boolean| or [state or
[keyword| or|option| or [parmname] orll_‘a_Ti_name or|cmdname| or [msgnum|or [varname] or [wintitle| or m

or [p] or [lq or [note] or |d1] or [parmI] or jul] or [o] or s or [pre] or [codeblock or fmsgblock] or[screer| or [lined]

or [fig] or Jsyntaxdiagram|or fimagemap| or image] or [objec or [draft-comment| or [required-cleanup| or |fr]
or [indextermref| or [indexterm| or|datal or |[data-abou{ or [foreign| or junknown) ( any number)

=

Contained by

Doctype Parents
ditabase,
reference
Inheritance:

- topic/stentry reference/propvaluehd

Attributes
Default

Name Description Data Type Value Required?
specentry The specialized entry attribute allows CDATA #IMPLIED No

architects of specialized types to define a

fixed or default header title for a

specialized stentry element. Not intended

for direct use by authors.
Youniv-atts; (%select-atts;, A set of related attributes, described at parameter PE not Not
%id-atts;, [‘%univ-atts;” on page 471] entity applicable applicable
Y%localization-atts;)
%global-atts; (xtrf, xtrc) A set of related attributes, described at parameter PE not Not

[“%global-atts;” on page 466| entity applicable applicable
class, outputclass Common attributes described in[“Other]

lcommon DITA attributes” on page 477

propdeschd

The propdeschd element supports regular headings for the description column of a properties table.

Contains

Doctype Content model

ditabase, é text data or Ip_h or [codeph] or [synph or [filepath| or I%gﬂj or serinﬁ or [systemoutpuf] or |bf or [u] or
r lter

reference or | or or [sub] or [uicontro] or [menucascade o or [xref or [citg or |g| or [boolean|or [statd or
[keyword] or [option] or fparmnaméd| or hpiname] or[cmdname] or[msgnum|or [varnamd or[wintitld or [t
o d_cl)r [lq] or Inote] or [d1] or [parml| or Jul| or [o]] or [sI| or [pre| or [codeblock or jmsgblock] or [screen| or [lineg]
or [fig] or [syntaxdiagram| or [imagemap]| or fimage| or |object] or |[draft-comment] or [required-cleanup| or @
or [indextermref| or indexterm| or|dataf or [data-abouf or [foreign| or junknown) (any number)

=

L3
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Contained by

Doctype Parents
ditabase,
reference
Inheritance:

- topic/stentry reference/propdeschd

Attributes
Default

Name Description Data Type Value Required?
specentry The specialized entry attribute allows CDATA #IMPLIED No

architects of specialized types to define a

fixed or default header title for a

specialized stentry element. Not intended

for direct use by authors.
Y%univ-atts; (%select-atts;, A set of related attributes, described at parameter PE not Not
%id-atts;, ["%univ-atts;” on page 471| entity applicable applicable
Y%localization-atts;)
%global-atts; (xtrf, xtrc) A set of related attributes, described at parameter PE not Not

["%global-atts;” on page 466| entity applicable applicable
class, outputclass Common attributes described in ["Other]

lcommon DITA attributes” on page 477

property

The <property> element represents a property of the current topic’s subject. For example, if the current
topic is a class, the property might show that the class is protected rather than public. It contains three
optional elements: type, value, and description.

Example

See [“properties” on page 26

Contains

Doctype Content model

ditabase, ( ( (optional) then ( (optional) then ( (optional) )
reference

Contained by

Doctype Parents
ditabase,
reference
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Inheritance:

- topic/strow reference/property

Attributes
Default

Name Description Data Type Value Required?
Y%univ-atts; (%select-atts;, A set of related attributes, described at parameter PE not Not
%id-atts;, [‘%univ-atts;” on page 471] entity applicable applicable
Y%localization-atts;)
%global-atts; (xtrf, xtrc) A set of related attributes, described at parameter PE not Not

[“%global-atts;” on page 466| entity applicable applicable
class, outputclass Common attributes described in["Other]

|common DITA attributes” on page 477
proptype
The proptype element describes the type of property.
Example
See [“properties” on page 26
Contains
Doctype Content model
ditabase, ( text data or [ph]or [codeph] or [synpH or [filepath] or szl%ﬂj or [userinpuf] or pystemoutpuf or o] or [u] or
reference fl or [ or fup| or lsub or [uicontroll or [menucascadd or frerm] or [xref] or [cite] or [q] or [boolean] or [statd or

|kevword or |option| or |parmname| or |apiname| or |cmdname| or |msgnum| or |varnam

or |wintitle| or @

ldata-about| or [foreien| or junknown)) ( any number)

or Iimage or Hraft-commenﬂ or Irequired-cleanup| or|fn|or |indextermreﬂ or |indexterm

or |data| or

Contained by

Doctype Parents
ditabase, property
reference
Inheritance:

- topic/stentry reference/proptype
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Attributes

Default

Name Description Data Type Value Required?
specentry The specialized entry attribute allows CDATA #IMPLIED No

architects of specialized types to define a

fixed or default header title for a

specialized stentry element. Not intended

for direct use by authors.
Y%univ-atts; (%select-atts;, A set of related attributes, described at parameter PE not Not
%id-atts;, [‘%univ-atts;” on page 471] entity applicable applicable
%localization-atts;)
%global-atts; (xtrf, xtrc) A set of related attributes, described at parameter PE not Not

[“%global-atts;” on page 466| entity applicable applicable
class, outputclass Common attributes described inl“Otherl

lcommon DITA attributes” on page 477

propvalue

The <propvalue> element indicates the value or values for the current property type. You can put values
in separate rows if they need separate descriptions, and just leave the <proptype> element blank.

Example

See [“properties” on page 26

Contains

Doctype Content model

ditabase, text data or [ph] or [codeph] or synph| or [filepath] or I%Eﬁj or userinpuf or fsystemoutpuf or |El or [ufor

reference il or |t or lsup] or [subl or[uicontrol or [menucascadd or fterm| or [xref] or [eite] or [g] or [boolean] or [state] or
keyword| or [option| or [parmname| or hpiname| or |cmdname| or fmsenum| or [varname| or [wintitle] or
or [imagéd| or ldraft-comment| or [required-cleanup) or |fn] or [indextermref] or [indexterm| or |data| or
|data-about] or [foreien| or junknown)) ( any number)

Contained by

Doctype Parents
ditabase, property
reference
Inheritance:

- topic/stentry reference/propvalue
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Attributes

Default

Name Description Data Type Value Required?
specentry The specialized entry attribute allows CDATA #IMPLIED No

architects of specialized types to define a

fixed or default header title for a

specialized stentry element. Not intended

for direct use by authors.
Y%univ-atts; (%select-atts;, A set of related attributes, described at parameter PE not Not
%id-atts;, [‘%univ-atts;” on page 471] entity applicable applicable
Y%localization-atts;)
%global-atts; (xtrf, xtrc) A set of related attributes, described at parameter PE not Not

[“%global-atts;” on page 466| entity applicable applicable
class, outputclass Common attributes described inl“Otherl

fcommon DITA attributes” on page 477

propdesc

The <propdesc> element is used to provide a short description of the property type and its listed values

(or just the value).

Example

See [“properties” on page 26

Contains

Doctype Content model

ditabase, é text data or [ph] or [codeph] or fynph| or [filepath] or Il:rltn_sgﬂj or userinpuf or fsystemoutpuf or |El or [u|or
reference or |t or or [sub| oruicontro] or [menucascadd or Jterm| or [xref or kite] or [of or [boolean| or statd or

|kevw0rdl or |0pti0n| or |'parmname| or |apiname| or cmdname| or jmsgnum| or |Varname| or |wintit1e| or Itr_nl

or EI or | ;(l]l or ihot]e_l or [dlf or [parml| or jul] or lol] or sl or fpre| or [codeblocl] or fmseblock| or [screen| or [lined

or limagd or ldatal or data-about| or [foreien| or funknown) (any number)

Contained by

Doctype Parents
ditabase, property
reference
Inheritance:

- topic/stentry reference/propdesc
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Attributes

Default

Name Description Data Type Value Required?
specentry The specialized entry attribute allows CDATA #IMPLIED No

architects of specialized types to define a

fixed or default header title for a

specialized stentry element. Not intended

for direct use by authors.
Y%univ-atts; (%select-atts;, A set of related attributes, described at parameter PE not Not
%id-atts;, [‘%univ-atts;” on page 471] entity applicable applicable
%localization-atts;)
%global-atts; (xtrf, xtrc) A set of related attributes, described at parameter PE not Not

[“%global-atts;” on page 466| entity applicable applicable
class, outputclass Common attributes described inl“Otherl

lcommon DITA attributes” on page 477
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Chapter 5. Task elements

Task topics answer "How do I?" questions, and have a well-defined structure that describes how to
complete a procedure to accomplish a specific goal. Use the task topic to describe the steps of a particular
task, or to provide an overview of a higher-level task. The task topic includes sections for describing the
context, prerequisites, actual steps, expected results, example, and expected next steps for a task. For
more details on when to use task and other information types, please refer to the DITA architectural
specification.

task

The <task> element is the top-level element for a task topic. Tasks are the main building blocks for
task-oriented user assistance. They generally provide step-by-step instructions that will enable a user to
perform a task. A task answers the question of "how to?” by telling the user precisely what to do and the
order in which to do it. Tasks have the same high-level structure as other topics, with a title, short
description and body.

Example

<task id="sqlj">
<title>Creating an SQLJ file</title>

<taskbody>
<context>0Once you have set up SQLJ, you need to create a new SQLJ file.
</context>
<steps>
<step><cmd>Open...</cmd></step>
</steps>
</taskbody>
</task>
Contains
Doctype Content model
ditabase title) then (Im (optional) then ( khortdesd or [abstract) (optional) then (Im (optional) then (
taskbody) (optional) then (|re1ated—links|0 (optional) then (ltopic| or [concept] or [tasld or [reference] or
glossentry) (any number) )
task ( (m then (m (optional) then ( khortdesd or [abstract) (optional) then ( (optional) then (
[taskbody) (optional) then ( [related-links) (optional) then (|task]) (any number) )

Contained by

Doctype Parents

ditabase |dital [topid [concept] [task, [reference]
task task

Inheritance:

- topic/topic task/task
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Attributes

Default
Name Description Data Type Value Required?
id This ID enables topics to be referenced 1D Yes
uniquely by topicrefs in DITA maps.
conref This attribute is used to reference an ID |CDATA #IMPLIED No
on a topic that can be reused. See |"Tha
lconref attribute” on page 478|for
examples and details about the syntax.
xmilns:ditaarch Declares the default DITA namespace. CDATA #FIXED
http://
dita.oasis-
open.org/
architecture/
2005/
DITA ArchVersion Designates the version of the architecture | CDATA “1.1” (version | No
that is in use. dependent;
will increase)
domains Indicates the specialized domains that CDATA (topic ui-d) No
are included in the DTD or Schema. (topic hi-d)
(topic pr-d)
(topic sw-d)
(topic ut-d)
(topic
indexing-d)
Y%select-atts; (props, base, | A set of related attributes, described at parameter PE not Not
platform, product, |"%select-atts;” on page 46§ entity applicable applicable
audience, otherprops,
importance, rev, status)
%localization-atts; A set of related attributes, described at parameter PE not Not
(translate, xml:lang, dir) [“%localization-atts;” on page 470 entity applicable applicable
%global-atts; (xtrf, xtrc) A set of related attributes, described at parameter PE not Not
[“%global-atts;” on page 466| entity applicable applicable
class, outputclass Common attributes described inl”Otherl
lcommon DITA attributes” on page 477

taskbody

The <taskbody> element is the main body-level element inside a task topic. A task body has a very
specific structure, with the following elements in this order: <prereq>, <context>, <steps>, <result>,
<example> and <postreq>. Each of the body sections are optional.

Example

See [“task” on page 37

Contains

Doctype Content model

ditabase, ( ([prereq) (optional) then ([context) (optional) then ([stepd or teps-unordered) (optional) then ( [resulf)
task (optional) then (example) (optional) then ([postreq) (optional) )
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Contained by

Doctype Parents
ditabase, task
task

Inheritance:

- topic/body task/taskbody

Attributes

Name

Description

Data Type

Default
Value

Required?

base

A generic attribute that has no specific
purpose, but is intended to act as a base
for specialized attributes that have a
simple value syntax like the conditional
processing attributes (one or more
alphanumeric values separated by
whitespace). The attribute takes a space
delimited set of values. However, when
acting as a container for generalized
attributes, the content model will be
more complex; that model is documented
in the "attribute generalization” section
of the DITA architectural specification.

CDATA

#IMPLIED

No

Y%id-atts; (id, conref)

A set of related attributes, described at
[“%id-atts;” on page 467|

parameter
entity

PE not
applicable

Not
applicable

%localization-atts;
(translate, xml:lang, dir)

A set of related attributes, described at
[“%localization-atts;” on page 470,

parameter
entity

PE not
applicable

Not
applicable

%global-atts; (xtrf, xtrc)

A set of related attributes, described at
[“%global-atts;” on page 466|

parameter
entity

PE not
applicable

Not
applicable

Common attributes described inl”Otherl

class, outputclass
lcommon DITA attributes” on page 477

prereq

The pre-requisite (<prereq>) section of a task should document things the user needs to know or do
before starting the current task. Prerequisite links will be placed in a list after the related-links section; on
output the <prereq> links from the related-links section are added to the <prereq> section.

Example

<task id="sqlj">

<title>Creating an SQLJ file</title>

<taskbody>
<prereg>Before creating a new SQLJ file, you must
log in to the SQLJ server.</prereg>

</taskbody>

</task>
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Contains

Doctype Content model

ditabase, text data or IIE or |codeph| or [synph| or [filepath| or Il;i:_sg;%llj or !gserin%or [systemoutpu Or@% or
task ﬁor H or m or jsub)| or |uicontro]| or Imenucascadel or fterm| or [xref| or cite] or |gf or |boolean| or |state or

[keyword| or|option| or [parmname] orll_‘a_izi_name or[emdname| or [msgnum|or [varname| or[wintitle] or lt;\'
or [p] or [lq or [note] or |d1] or [parm]] or jul] or [o]] or s or [pre] or [codeblock or fmsgblock] or[screer| or [lined]
or [fig] or [syntaxdiagram| or fimagemap| or fimage| or [object or Jtabld] or lsimpletable| or |[draft-comment|or
Igeguired—cleanug] or M or [indextermref| or findexterm| or |data| or [data-about] or [foreign| or flunknown)
(any number)

=

Contained by

Doctype Parents
ditabase,
task

Inheritance:

- topic/section task/prereq

Attributes
Default

Name Description Data Type Value Required?
Y%univ-atts; (%select-atts;, | A set of related attributes, described at parameter PE not Not
%id-atts;, [“%univ-atts;” on page 471| entity applicable applicable
Y%localization-atts;)
%global-atts; (xtrf, xtrc) A set of related attributes, described at parameter PE not Not

[“%global-atts;” on page 466 entity applicable applicable
class, outputclass Common attributes described inl"Otherl

lcommon DITA attributes” on page 477

context

The <context> section of a task provides background information for the task. This information helps the
user understand what the purpose of the task is and what they will gain by completing the task. This
section should be brief and does not replace or recreate a concept topic on the same subject, although the
context section may include some conceptual information.

Example

<task id="sqlj">

<title>Creating an SQLJ file</title>

<taskbody>

<context>0Once you have set up SQLJ, you need to create a new SQLJ file.
</context>

</taskbody>

</task>
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Contains

Doctype Content model

ditabase, text data or E or |codeph| or |synph| or [filepath| or Il;rl:_sgﬁj or !gserin%or [systemoutpu Or@% or
task éor H or m or |sub) or |uicontro]| or Imenucascadel or fterm| or [xref| or cite] or |gf or |boolean|or |state or

keyword| or |option| or [parmname] or Ig}lziname or[emdname| or [msgnum| or [varname| or [wintitle| orlﬁnl
or [p] or [lq or [note] or [d1] or [parmi] or [ul] or [o]] or s or [pre| or [codeblock or fmsgblock] or[screen| or [lined|
or [fig] or [syntaxdiagram| or fimagemap| or fimage| or [object or Jtabld] or lsimpletable| or |[draft-comment|or
[required-cleanup|or M or [indextermref] or [indexterm| or |data| or [data-about] or [foreign| or fJunknown)
(any number)

=

Contained by

Doctype Parents
ditabase,
task

Inheritance:

- topic/section task/context

Attributes
Default

Name Description Data Type Value Required?
Y%univ-atts; (%select-atts;, A set of related attributes, described at parameter PE not Not
%id-atts;, [“%univ-atts;” on page 471| entity applicable applicable
Ylocalization-atts;)
%global-atts; (xtrf, xtrc) A set of related attributes, described at parameter PE not Not

[“%global-atts;” on page 466 entity applicable applicable
class, outputclass Common attributes described inl“Otherl

lcommon DITA attributes” on page 477

steps

The <steps> section of a task provides the main content of the task topic. The task is described as a series
of steps that the user must follow to accomplish the task. One or more <steps> elements is required
inside the <steps> section.

Two or more steps appear as an ordered list. A single step appears as a paragraph. If all of the contained
steps are simple (that is, have no more than a <cmd> element each) then the step list should default to
compact. Otherwise it should be formatted as uncompact (with blank lines between each step on output).

Example

<task id="sqlj">
<title>Creating an SQLJ file</title>
<taskbody>
<context>Once you have set up SQLJ, you need to create a new SQLJ file.</context>
<steps>
<step>
<cmd>In a text editor, create a new file.</cmd>
</step>
<step>
<cmd>Enter the first query statement.</cmd>
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</step>
</steps>
</taskbody>
</task>

Contains

Doctype

Content model

ditabase,
task

( ( (one or more) )

Contained by

Doctype Parents
ditabase,
task

Inheritance:

- topic/ol task/steps

Attributes
Default

Name Description Data Type Value Required?
Youniv-atts; (%select-atts;, A set of related attributes, described at parameter PE not Not
%id-atts;, |"%univ-atts;” on page 471| entity applicable applicable
Y%localization-atts;)
%global-atts; (xtrf, xtrc) A set of related attributes, described at parameter PE not Not

[“%global-atts;” on page 466| entity applicable applicable
class, outputclass Common attributes described in|“Other]

lcommon DITA attributes” on page 477

steps-unordered

Like the <steps> element, the <steps-unordered> section of a task provides the main content of the task
topic, but particularly for cases in which the order of steps may vary from one situation to another. One
or more steps is required inside the <steps-unordered> section.

Two or more steps appear as an unordered list. A single step appears as a paragraph. If all of the
contained steps are simple (that is, have no more than a <cmd> element each) then the list should default
to compact. Otherwise it should be formatted as uncompact (with blank lines between each step on
output).

Example

<task id="sqlj">
<title>Creating an SQLJ file</title>
<taskbody>
<context>0nce you have set up SQLJ, you need to create a new SQLJ file.</context>
<steps-unordered>
<step><cmd>In a text editor, create a new file.</cmd></step>
</steps-unordered>
</taskbody>
</task>
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Contains

Doctype Content model
ditabase, ( ([step) (one or more) )
task

Contained by

Doctype Parents
ditabase,
task

Inheritance:

- topic/ul task/steps-unordered

Attributes
Default

Name Description Data Type Value Required?
%univ-atts; (%select-atts;, A set of related attributes, described at parameter PE not Not
%id-atts;, ["%univ-atts;” on page 471| entity applicable applicable
Y%localization-atts;)
%global-atts; (xtrf, xtrc) A set of related attributes, described at parameter PE not Not

["%global-atts;” on page 466| entity applicable applicable
class, outputclass Common attributes described in ["Other]

lcommon DITA attributes” on page 477

step

The <step> element represents an action that a user must follow to accomplish a task. Each step in a task
must contain a command <cmd> element which describes the particular action the user must do to
accomplish the overall task. The step element can also contain information <info>, substeps <substeps>,
tutorial information <tutorialinfo>, a step example <stepxmp>, choices <choices> or a stepresult
<stepresult>, although these are optional.

Example

<task id="sqlj">

<title>Creating an SQLJ file</title>

<taskbody>

<context>0nce you have set up SQLJ, you need to create a new SQLJ file.

</context>

<steps>

<step>

<cmd>Select <menucascade><uicontrol>File</uicontrol><uicontrol>New</uicontrol></menucascade>.</cmd>
<info>New files are created with default values based on a standard template.</info>
</step>

</steps>

</taskbody>

</task>
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Contains

Doctype Content model
ditabase, then ( or |substeps| or [tutorialinfo| or [stepxmp] or [choicetable| or [choices) (any number) then (
task Stepresult) (optional) )

Contained by

Doctype Parents

ditabase, kteps| [steps-unordered|

task

Inheritance:
- topic/li task/step

Attributes

Default

Name

Description

Data Type

Value

Required?

importance

Describes whether the current step or
substep is optional or required. Output
processors may (but need not) highlight
steps that are optional or required.

optional |
required |
-dita-use-
conref-target

#IMPLIED

No

props

Root attribute from which new metadata
attributes can be specialized. This is a
property attribute which supports
conditional processing for filtering or
flagging. If no value is specified, but the
attribute is specified on an ancestor
within a map or within the related-links
section, the value will inherit from the
closest ancestor. The attribute takes a
space delimited set of values. However,
when acting as a container for
generalized attributes, the content model
will be more complex; that model is
documented in the "attribute
generalization” section of the DITA
architectural specification.

CDATA

#IMPLIED

base

A generic attribute that has no specific
purpose, but is intended to act as a base
for specialized attributes that have a
simple value syntax like the conditional
processing attributes (one or more
alphanumeric values separated by
whitespace). The attribute takes a space
delimited set of values. However, when
acting as a container for generalized
attributes, the content model will be
more complex; that model is documented
in the "attribute generalization” section
of the DITA architectural specification.

CDATA

#IMPLIED
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Default
Name Description Data Type Value Required?

platform Indicates operating system and CDATA #IMPLIED No
hardware. This is a property attribute
which supports conditional processing
for filtering or flagging. If no value is
specified, but the attribute is specified on
an ancestor within a map or within the
related-links section, the value will
inherit from the closest ancestor. The
attribute takes a space delimited set of
values.

product Contains the name of the product to CDATA #IMPLIED No
which the topic applies. This is a
property attribute which supports
conditional processing for filtering or
flagging. If no value is specified, but the
attribute is specified on an ancestor
within a map or within the related-links
section, the value will inherit from the
closest ancestor. The attribute takes a
space delimited set of values.

audience Indicates the intended audience for the |CDATA #IMPLIED No
element. This is a property attribute
which supports conditional processing
for filtering or flagging. If no value is
specified, but the attribute is specified on
an ancestor within a map or within the
related-links section, the value will
inherit from the closest ancestor. The
attribute takes a space delimited set of
values.

otherprops This attribute can be used for any other |CDATA #IMPLIED No
properties that might be needed to
describe an audience, or to provide
selection criteria for the element. This is
a property attribute which supports
conditional processing for filtering or
flagging. If no value is specified, but the
attribute is specified on an ancestor
within a map or within the related-links
section, the value will inherit from the
closest ancestor. The attribute takes a
space delimited set of values.

rev Indicates revision level of an element. It [CDATA #IMPLIED No
is useful for flagging outputs based on
revision. If no value is specified, but the
attribute is specified on an ancestor
within a map or within the related-links
section, the value will inherit from the
closest ancestor.

status The status of the current element. new | #IMPLIED No
changed |
deleted |
unchanged |
-dita-use-
conref-target
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Default

Name Description Data Type Value Required?
Yid-atts; (id, conref) A set of related attributes, described at parameter PE not Not

[“wid-atts;” on page 467| entity applicable applicable
%localization-atts; A set of related attributes, described at parameter PE not Not
(translate, xml:lang, dir) [“%localization-atts;” on page 470 entity applicable applicable
%global-atts; (xtrf, xtrc) A set of related attributes, described at parameter PE not Not

[“%global-atts;” on page 466 entity applicable applicable
class, outputclass Common attributes described in[*Other]

lcommon DITA attributes” on page 477

cmd

The command (<cmd>) element is required as the first element inside a <step>. It provides the active
voice instruction to the user for completing the step, and should not be more than one sentence. If the
step needs additional explanation, this can follow the <cmd> element inside an <info > element.

Example

<step><cmd>In a text editor, create a new file.</cmd></step>

Contains

Doctype Content model

ditabase, ( text data or [ph] or [codeph] or fynpH or [filepath] or [msgph] or [userinpuf or ystemoutpuf or o] or [u] or
task fl or ] or up] or [subJor[uicontrol] or fmenucascadd or frerny or [xref] or kite or [gf or[boolean] or [statd or

[keyword| or |option| or [parmname] or fapiname] or [cmd

name| or [msgnum|or [varnam

or[wintitld] or [t

[data-about]| or [foreign| or junknown)) (any number)

or [image] or |draft-comment or frequired-cleanup| or [fn] or [indextermref| or [indexterm|

or [data| or

Contained by

Doctype Parents
ditabase,
task
Inheritance:
- topic/ph task/cmd
Attributes
Default

Name Description Data Type Value Required?
Y%univ-atts; (%select-atts;, | A set of related attributes, described at parameter PE not Not
%id-atts;, [‘%univ-atts;” on page 471] entity applicable applicable
Y%localization-atts;)
%global-atts; (xtrf, xtrc) A set of related attributes, described at parameter PE not Not

[“%global-atts;” on page 466] entity applicable applicable
class, outputclass, keyref Common attributes described in["Other]

lcommon DITA attributes” on page 477
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info

The information element (<info>) occurs inside a <step> element to provide additional information about
the step.

Example

<step><cmd>Type a name for the widget.</cmd>

<info>The widget name is created when you configure the widget
in the Widget Configuration Dialog. It is not an actual class
name or file name, just a Tabel for the widget as used in this
application.</info>

</step>

Contains

Doctype Content model

ditabase, ( text data or IE or |codeph| or [synph| or [filepath| or fms or juserinput or [systemoutpuf or or or
task [l or [ or fup] or Jsub orJuicontrol or [menucascadd or frerny or kref or kite or [qf or[boolean] or [statd or

keyword| or |option| or [parmname| or apiname| or |cmdname| or [msgnum| or [varname| or [wintitle| or

o d_(ir [lq] or note] or [d1] or [parml| or [ul or [o]] or s] or fpref or [codeblock or jmsgblock| or [screen| or [line.

or [fig| or [syntaxdiagram|or imagemap| or fimage| or [objecq or |table] or [simpletablef or |[draft-comment| or
[required-cleanup| or |fr| or [indextermref] or [indexterm| or [data or [data-about| or [foreign{ or funknown)
(any number)

=

=

Contained by

Doctype Parents
ditabase,
task |
Inheritance:

- topic/itemgroup task/info

Attributes
Default

Name Description Data Type Value Required?
Y%univ-atts; (%select-atts;, A set of related attributes, described at parameter PE not Not
Yoid-atts;, [“%univ-atts;” on page 471| entity applicable applicable
Y%localization-atts;)
%global-atts; (xtrf, xtrc) A set of related attributes, described at parameter PE not Not

[“%global-atts;” on page 466| entity applicable applicable
class, outputclass Common attributes described inl“Otherl

lcommon DITA attributes” on page 477

substeps

The <substeps> element allows you to break a step down into a series of separate actions, and should be
used only if necessary. Try to describe the steps of a task in a single level of steps. If you need to use
more than one level of substep nesting, you should probably rewrite the task to simplify it.
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Example
<substeps>

<substep><cmd>Hold pencil in a steady, level position.</cmd></substep>
<substep><cmd>Turn handle until resistance diminishes.</cmd>
<info>Note: initially, it may be somewhat difficult to turn the handle if
pencil has never been sharpened before.</info></substep>
<substep><cmd>To determine if pencil is sharp, remove it from the sharpener
and inspect the tip.</cmd></substep>

</substeps>

Contains

Doctype Content model

task

ditabase, ([substep) (one or more)

Contained by

Doctype Parents

ditabase, Step)
task

Inheritance:

- topic/ol task/substeps

Attributes
Default

Name Description Data Type Value Required?
%univ-atts; (%select-atts;, A set of related attributes, described at parameter PE not Not
%id-atts;, [“%univ-atts;” on page 471| entity applicable applicable
Ylocalization-atts;)
%global-atts; (xtrf, xtrc) A set of related attributes, described at parameter PE not Not

[“%global-atts;” on page 466 entity applicable applicable

class, outputclass

Common attributes described inl“Otherl
lcommon DITA attributes” on page 477

substep

A <substep> element has the same structure as a <step>, except that it does not allow lists of choices or

substeps within it, in order to prevent unlimited nesting of steps.

Example

See [“substeps” on page 47|

Contains

Doctype Content model

task

ditabase, (then ( or [tutorialinfo| or [stepxmp) (any number) then ( (optional) )
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Contained by

Doctype Parents
ditabase,
task |
Inheritance:

- topic/li task/substep

Attributes

Name

Description

Data Type

Default
Value

Required?

importance

Describes whether the current step or
substep is optional or required. Output
processors may (but need not) highlight
steps that are optional or required.

optional |
required |
-dita-use-
conref-target

#IMPLIED

No

props

Root attribute from which new metadata
attributes can be specialized. This is a
property attribute which supports
conditional processing for filtering or
flagging. If no value is specified, but the
attribute is specified on an ancestor
within a map or within the related-links
section, the value will inherit from the
closest ancestor. The attribute takes a
space delimited set of values. However,
when acting as a container for
generalized attributes, the content model
will be more complex; that model is
documented in the "attribute
generalization” section of the DITA
architectural specification.

CDATA

#IMPLIED

base

A generic attribute that has no specific
purpose, but is intended to act as a base
for specialized attributes that have a
simple value syntax like the conditional
processing attributes (one or more
alphanumeric values separated by
whitespace). The attribute takes a space
delimited set of values. However, when
acting as a container for generalized
attributes, the content model will be
more complex; that model is documented
in the "attribute generalization” section
of the DITA architectural specification.

CDATA

#IMPLIED
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Name

Description

Data Type

Default
Value

Required?

platform

Indicates operating system and
hardware. This is a property attribute
which supports conditional processing
for filtering or flagging. If no value is
specified, but the attribute is specified on
an ancestor within a map or within the
related-links section, the value will
inherit from the closest ancestor. The
attribute takes a space delimited set of
values.

CDATA

#IMPLIED

No

product

Contains the name of the product to
which the topic applies. This is a
property attribute which supports
conditional processing for filtering or
flagging. If no value is specified, but the
attribute is specified on an ancestor
within a map or within the related-links
section, the value will inherit from the
closest ancestor. The attribute takes a
space delimited set of values.

CDATA

#IMPLIED

audience

Indicates the intended audience for the
element. This is a property attribute
which supports conditional processing
for filtering or flagging. If no value is
specified, but the attribute is specified on
an ancestor within a map or within the
related-links section, the value will
inherit from the closest ancestor. The
attribute takes a space delimited set of
values.

CDATA

#IMPLIED

otherprops

This attribute can be used for any other
properties that might be needed to
describe an audience, or to provide
selection criteria for the element. This is
a property attribute which supports
conditional processing for filtering or
flagging. If no value is specified, but the
attribute is specified on an ancestor
within a map or within the related-links
section, the value will inherit from the
closest ancestor. The attribute takes a
space delimited set of values.

CDATA

#IMPLIED

rev

Indicates revision level of an element. It
is useful for flagging outputs based on
revision. If no value is specified, but the
attribute is specified on an ancestor
within a map or within the related-links
section, the value will inherit from the
closest ancestor.

CDATA

#IMPLIED

status

The status of the current element.

new |
changed |
deleted |
unchanged |
-dita-use-
conref-target

#IMPLIED

ecification v1
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Default

Name Description Data Type Value Required?
Y%id-atts; (id, conref) A set of related attributes, described at parameter PE not Not

[“%id-atts;” on page 467| entity applicable applicable
%localization-atts; A set of related attributes, described at parameter PE not Not
(translate, xml:lang, dir) [“%localization-atts;” on page 470 entity applicable applicable
%global-atts; (xtrf, xtrc) A set of related attributes, described at parameter PE not Not

[“%global-atts;” on page 466 entity applicable applicable
class, outputclass Common attributes described in[*Other]

lcommon DITA attributes” on page 477

stepxmp

The step example (<stepxmp>) element is used to illustrate a step of a task. The example can be a couple
of words, or an entire paragraph.

Example

<step>

<cmd>Type a name for the widget.</cmd>
<stepxmp>For example, <userinput>mywidget</userinput></stepxmp>

</step>

Contains

Doctype Content model

ditabase, ( text data or [ph] or [codeph] or synpH or [filepath] or [msgph] or Juserinpuf or pystemoutpuf or [p] or [u] or
task ] or [t or [sup] or [subl or[uicontrol] or [menucascadd or fterm] or xref] or kite or [q[ or [poolean]or [statd or

keyword| or |option| or

armname] or ppiname| or [cmdname)| or [msgnum| or [varname| or [wintitle] or

O
O

=

=

d_(l)r liq or [note] or ] or [parml] or Jul| or Jo]f or [s]] or [pre] or [codeblock] or msgblock] or [screen] or [line

fio] or [syntaxdiagram|or fimagemap| or fimage| or [object or [table] or simpletable| or [draft-comment| or

[required-cleanup| or |[fr| or [indextermref or [indexterm| or[datal or [data-abouf or fforeign| or funknown)

(any number)

Contained by

Doctype Parents
ditabase,
task |
Inheritance:

- topic/itemgroup task/stepxmp

Attributes
Default

Name Description Data Type Value Required?
Y%univ-atts; (%select-atts;, A set of related attributes, described at parameter PE not Not
Y%id-atts;, [“%univ-atts;” on page 471| entity applicable applicable
Y%localization-atts;)
%global-atts; (xtrf, xtrc) A set of related attributes, described at parameter PE not Not

["%global-atts;” on page 466| entity applicable applicable
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Name Description

Data Type

Default
Value

Required?

class, outputclass Common attributes described in[“Other]

lcommon DITA attributes” on page 477

choicetable

The <choicetable> element contains a series of optional choices available within a step of a task.

By default, the highlighting of the choice column is bold. To change the highlighting, set the keycol

attribute of the ChoiceTable tag to 0 (zero).

<step><cmd>Then this</cmd>
<substeps>

<substep importance="optional"><cmd>which is done by doing this</cmd></substep>
<substep importance="required"><cmd>and then this.</cmd></substep>

</substeps>

<choicetable>

<chhead>

<choptionhd>Do something</choptionhd>
<chdeschd>0r Else this</chdeschd>

</chhead>

<chrow><choption>Do this</choption>
<chdesc>and this will happen</chdesc></chrow>
<chrow><choption>Do that</choption>
<chdesc>and that will happen</chdesc></chrow>
</choicetable>

</step>

Contains

Doctype Content model

task

ditabase, ( ( (optional) then ( (one or more) )

Contained by

Doctype Parents
ditabase, step)
task

Inheritance:

- topic/simpletable task/choicetable
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Attributes

Name

Description

Data Type

Default
Value

Required?

relcolwidth

A relative value to specify the width of a
column in relationship to the width of
the other columns. The values are totaled
and made a percent. For example:

relcolwidth="1% 2 3"

causes widths of 16.7%, 33.3%, and
66.7%.

relcolwidth="90* 150"

causes width of 37.5% and 62.5%.

CDATA

#IMPLIED

No

keycol

Defines the column that will be used for
row headings. By default, the first
column is used. To indicate that no
column in the table is the key column,
set the attribute to 0.

NMTOKEN

refcols

Designates columns that contain
references, and are candidates for
automated linking. Columns are
identified by a space-delimited list of
numbers (for example: 1 3).

NMTOKENS

#IMPLIED

No

spectitle

The specialized title attribute allows
architects of specialized types to define a
fixed or default title for a specialized
element. Not intended for direct use by
authors.

CDATA

#IMPLIED

No

%display-atts; (scale, frame,
expanse)

A set of related attributes, described at
[“%display-atts;” on page 465

parameter
entity

PE not
applicable

Not
applicable

Y%univ-atts; (%select-atts;,
%id-atts;,
Ylocalization-atts;)

A set of related attributes, described at
[“%univ-atts;” on page 471|

parameter
entity

PE not
applicable

Not
applicable

%global-atts; (xtrf, xtrc)

A set of related attributes, described at
[“%global-atts;” on page 466|

parameter
entity

PE not
applicable

Not
applicable

class, outputclass

Common attributes described inl“Otherl
lcommon DITA attributes” on page 477

chhead

The <chhead> element is a container inside the <choicetable> element that provides specific heading text
to override the default Options and Description headings. The <chhead> element contains both a
<choptionhd> and <chdeschd> element as a pair.

Example

<step><cmd>Then this</cmd>

<substeps>

<substep importance="optional"><cmd>which is done by doing this</cmd></substep>
<substep importance="required"><cmd>and then this.</cmd></substep>

</substeps>
<choicetable>
<chhead>

<choptionhd>Do something</choptionhd>
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<chdeschd>0r Else this</chdeschd>
</chhead>
<chrow><choption>Do this</choption>
<chdesc>and this will happen</chdesc></chrow>
<chrow><choption>Do that</choption>
<chdesc>and that will happen</chdesc></chrow>
</choicetable>

</step>

Contains

Doctype Content model

ditabase, ( ([choptionhd) then (|chdeschd) )
task

Contained by

Doctype Parents
ditabase,
task

Inheritance:

- topic/sthead task/chhead

Attributes
Default

Name Description Data Type Value Required?
Y%univ-atts; (%select-atts;, A set of related attributes, described at parameter PE not Not
%id-atts;, [“%univ-atts;” on page 471| entity applicable applicable
Ylocalization-atts;)
%global-atts; (xtrf, xtrc) A set of related attributes, described at parameter PE not Not

[“%global-atts;” on page 466| entity applicable applicable
class, outputclass Common attributes described inl“Otherl

lcommon DITA attributes” on page 477

choptionhd

The <choptionhd> element provides a specific label for the list of options that a user chooses from to

accomplish a step. The default label for options is Option.

Example

<step><cmd>Then this</cmd>
<choicetable>
<chhead>
<choptionhd>Do something</choptionhd>
<chdeschd>And this happens</chdeschd>
</chhead>
<chrow><choption>Do this</choption>
<chdesc>and this will happen</chdesc></chrow>
<chrow><choption>Do that</choption>
<chdesc>and that will happen</chdesc></chrow>
</choicetable>
</step>
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Contains

Doctype Content model

ditabase, text data or E or |codeph| or |synph| or [filepath| or Il;rl:_sgﬁj or !gserin%or [systemoutpu Or@% or

task éor H or m or |sub) or |uicontro]| or Imenucascadel or fterm| or [xref| or cite] or |gf or |boolean|or |state or
keyword| or |option| or [parmname] or b}lziname or[emdname| or [msgnum| or [varname| or [wintitle| orm

or [p] or [lq or [note] or [d1] or [parmi] or [ul] or o] or s or [pre| or [codeblock or fmsgblock] or[screer| or [lined]

or [fig] or Jsyntaxdiagram|or fimagemap| or image] or [objec] or [draft-comment or [required-cleanup| or |fr]
or [indextermref| or [indexterm| or|[datal or |[data-abou or [foreign| or funknown) ( any number)

=

Contained by

Doctype Parents
ditabase, chhead
task

Inheritance:

- topic/stentry task/choptionhd

Attributes
Default

Name Description Data Type Value Required?
specentry The specialized entry attribute allows CDATA #IMPLIED No

architects of specialized types to define a

fixed or default header title for a

specialized stentry element. Not intended

for direct use by authors.
Y%univ-atts; (%select-atts;, A set of related attributes, described at parameter PE not Not
%id-atts;, [‘%univ-atts;” on page 471] entity applicable applicable
Y%localization-atts;)
%global-atts; (xtrf, xtrc) A set of related attributes, described at parameter PE not Not

[“%global-atts;” on page 466| entity applicable applicable
class, outputclass Common attributes described in[“Other]

lcommon DITA attributes” on page 477

chdeschd

The <chdeschd> option provides a specific label for the list of descriptions of options that a user must
choose to accomplish a step of a task. The default label overridden by <chdeschd> is Description.

Example

<step><cmd>Then this</cmd>
<choicetable>
<chhead>
<choptionhd>Do something</choptionhd>
<chdeschd>0r Else this</chdeschd>
</chhead>
<chrow><choption>Do this</choption>
<chdesc>and this will happen</chdesc></chrow>
<chrow><choption>Do that</choption>
<chdesc>and that will happen</chdesc></chrow>
</choicetable>
</step>
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Contains

Doctype Content model

ditabase, text data or IIE or |codeph| or [synph| or [filepath| or Il;i:_sg;%llj or !gserin%or [systemoutpuf or |b| or |uj or
task ﬁor H or m or jsub)| or |uicontro]| or Imenucascadel or fterm| or [xref| or cite] or |gf or |boolean| or |state or
[keyword| or|option| or [parmname] orllﬁzi_name or[emdname| or [msgnum|or [varname| or[wintitle] or m
or [p] or [lq or [note] or |d1] or [parmI] or jul] or [o] or s or [pre] or [codeblock or fmsgblock] or[screer| or [lined]
or [fig] or Jsyntaxdiagram|or fimagemap| or image] or [objec or [draft-comment| or [required-cleanup| or |fr]

or [indextermref| or [indexterm| or|datal or |[data-abou{ or [foreign| or junknown) ( any number)

=

Contained by

Doctype Parents
ditabase,
task

Inheritance:

- topic/stentry task/chdeschd

Attributes
Default

Name Description Data Type Value Required?
specentry The specialized entry attribute allows CDATA #IMPLIED No

architects of specialized types to define a

fixed or default header title for a

specialized stentry element. Not intended

for direct use by authors.
Youniv-atts; (%select-atts;, A set of related attributes, described at parameter PE not Not
%id-atts;, [‘%univ-atts;” on page 471] entity applicable applicable
Y%localization-atts;)
%global-atts; (xtrf, xtrc) A set of related attributes, described at parameter PE not Not

[“%global-atts;” on page 466| entity applicable applicable
class, outputclass Common attributes described in[“Other]

lcommon DITA attributes” on page 477

chrow

The <chrow> element is a container inside the <choicetable> element. The <chrow> element contains
both a <choption> and <chdesc> element as a pair.

Example

<step><cmd>Then this</cmd>
<substeps>
<substep importance="optional"><cmd>which is done by doing this</cmd></substep>
<substep importance="required"><cmd>and then this.</cmd></substep>
</substeps>
<choicetable>
<chhead>
<choptionhd>Do something</choptionhd>
<chdeschd>0r Else this</chdeschd>
</chhead>
<chrow><choption>Do this</choption>
<chdesc>and this will happen</chdesc></chrow>
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<chrow><choption>Do that</choption>
<chdesc>and that will happen</chdesc></chrow>
</choicetable>

</step>

Contains

Doctype Content model

ditabase, ( (|choption) then (|chdesd) )
task

Contained by

Doctype Parents
ditabase,
task

Inheritance:

- topic/strow task/chrow

Attributes
Default

Name Description Data Type Value Required?
Y%univ-atts; (%select-atts;, A set of related attributes, described at parameter PE not Not
%id-atts;, |"%univ-atts;” on page 471| entity applicable applicable
Y%localization-atts;)
%global-atts; (xtrf, xtrc) A set of related attributes, described at parameter PE not Not

[“%global-atts;” on page 466| entity applicable applicable
class, outputclass Common attributes described in[“Other]

lcommon DITA attributes” on page 477

choption

The <choption> element describes an option that a user could choose to accomplish a step of a task. In a
user interface, for example, this might be the name of radio button.

Example

<step><cmd>Then this</cmd>
<choicetable>

<chhead>

<choptionhd>Do something</choptionhd>
<chdeschd>And this happens</chdeschd>

</chhead>

<chrow><choption>Do this</choption>

<chdesc>and this will happen</chdesc></chrow>
<chrow><choption>Do that</choption>

<chdesc>and that will happen</chdesc></chrow>
</choicetable>

</step>
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Contains

Doctype Content model

ditabase, text data or IIE or |codeph| or [synph| or [filepath| or Il;i:_sg;%llj or !gserin%or [systemoutpuf or |b| or |uj or
task ﬁor H or m or jsub)| or |uicontro]| or Imenucascadel or fterm| or [xref| or cite] or |gf or |boolean| or |state or
[keyword| or|option| or [parmname] orllﬁzi_name or[emdname| or [msgnum|or [varname| or[wintitle] or m
or [p] or [lq or [note] or |d1] or [parmI] or jul] or [o] or s or [pre] or [codeblock or fmsgblock] or[screer| or [lined]
or [fig] or Jsyntaxdiagram|or fimagemap| or image] or [objec or [draft-comment| or [required-cleanup| or |fr]

or [indextermref| or [indexterm| or|datal or |[data-abou{ or [foreign| or junknown) ( any number)

=

Contained by

Doctype Parents
ditabase, hro
task

Inheritance:

- topic/stentry task/choption

Attributes
Default

Name Description Data Type Value Required?
specentry The specialized entry attribute allows CDATA #IMPLIED No

architects of specialized types to define a

fixed or default header title for a

specialized stentry element. Not intended

for direct use by authors.
Youniv-atts; (%select-atts;, A set of related attributes, described at parameter PE not Not
%id-atts;, [‘%univ-atts;” on page 471] entity applicable applicable
Y%localization-atts;)
%global-atts; (xtrf, xtrc) A set of related attributes, described at parameter PE not Not

[“%global-atts;” on page 466| entity applicable applicable
class, outputclass Common attributes described in[“Other]

lcommon DITA attributes” on page 477

chdesc

The <chdesc> element is a description of an option that a user chooses while performing a step to
accomplish a task. It explains why the user would choose that option, and might explain the result of the
choice when it is not immediately obvious.

Example

<step><cmd>Then this</cmd>
<substeps>
<substep importance="optional"><cmd>which is done by doing this</cmd></substep>
<substep importance="required"><cmd>and then this.</cmd></substep>
</substeps>
<choicetable>
<chrow><choption>Do this</choption>
<chdesc>and this will happen</chdesc></chrow>
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<chrow><choption>Do that</choption>
<chdesc>and that will happen</chdesc></chrow>
</choicetable>
</step>

Contains

Doctype Content model

ditabase, ﬁ text data or Ip_h or codephl or Isynph| or |filepath| or trl;ig;.%]lj or serin%or systemoutput or |b) or |ufor
i T |ter |§<| a Ci

task or [t or [sup] or [sub| or luicontro] or [menucascade o or [xref] or [cite| or |g| or |boolean|or [statd or
keyword| or |option| or [parmname| or apiname| or |emdname| or [msgnum| or [varname| or [wintitle| orlt?ll
or [p] or [lq or [note] or ldIf or [parm1| or H or ol or s oor |codeblocl or [msgblock{ or|screen| or [lines
or [fig| or [syntaxdiagram|or imagemap]| or fimage| or [object or [draft-comment or |required-cleanup| or Ifl‘l
or findextermref| or [indexterm| or [data] or [data-about] or [foreign| or [unknown) ( any number)

Contained by

Doctype Parents
ditabase,
task

Inheritance:

- topic/stentry task/chdesc

Attributes
Default

Name Description Data Type Value Required?
specentry The specialized entry attribute allows CDATA #IMPLIED No

architects of specialized types to define a

fixed or default header title for a

specialized stentry element. Not intended

for direct use by authors.
Y%univ-atts; (%select-atts;, A set of related attributes, described at parameter PE not Not
%id-atts;, [“%univ-atts;” on page 471| entity applicable applicable
%localization-atts;)
%global-atts; (xtrf, xtrc) A set of related attributes, described at parameter PE not Not

[“%global-atts;” on page 466 entity applicable applicable
class, outputclass Common attributes described inl“Otherl

lcommon DITA attributes” on page 477

choices

The <choices> element contains a list of <choice> elements. It is used when the user will need to choose
one of several actions while performing the steps of a task.

Example

<step><cmd>Choose a server.</cmd>

<choices>

<choice>If you have a remote server you want to test on, type the

IP address or hostname of the server here.</choice>

<choice>If you want to do local testing, just type localhost.</choice>
</choices>

</step>
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Contains

Doctype Content model
ditabase, ( ([choicd) (one or more) )
task

Contained by

Doctype Parents
ditabase, Step)
task

Inheritance:

- topic/ul task/choices

Attributes
Default

Name Description Data Type Value Required?
%univ-atts; (%select-atts;, A set of related attributes, described at parameter PE not Not
%id-atts;, ["%univ-atts;” on page 471| entity applicable applicable
Ylocalization-atts;)
%global-atts; (xtrf, xtrc) A set of related attributes, described at parameter PE not Not

["%global-atts;” on page 466| entity applicable applicable
class, outputclass Common attributes described in ["Other]

|common DITA attributes” on page 477

choice

Each <choice> element describes one way that the user could accomplish the current step.

Example

<step><cmd>Choose a server.</cmd>

<choices>

<choice>If you have a remote server you want to test on, type the

IP address or hostname of the server here.</choice>

<choice>If you want to do local testing, just type Tocalhost.</choice>

</choices>

</step>

Contains

Doctype Content model

ditabase, text data or [ph] or [codepH] or [synpH or [filepath] or I%gﬁj inpuf or fystemoutpuf or o] or [u] or
task or H or or Jsub| orfuicontrol or [menucascadd or frerm| or > cite] or |g) or |boolean|or [state or

[keyword| or |option| or [parmname| or fapiname| or

cmdname| or jmsgnum|or [varname| or [wintitle] or Itr_nl

ol| or |s]] or [pre| or [codeblocl or [msgblock{ or [screen| or [lines

or d_olr [lq or Inote] or [d1] or [parm]| or Jul| or

or [fig] or [syntaxdiagram| or [imagemap| or

image] or [object or [table| or [simpletable|or itemgroup| or

foreign| or funknown) (any number)

draft-comment or Jrequired-cleanup| or [fn] or indextermref| or [indexterm| or [data| or [data-about| or
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Contained by

Doctype Parents

ditabase,

task

Inheritance:

- topic/li task/choice

Attributes
Default

Name Description Data Type Value Required?
Y%univ-atts; (%select-atts;, A set of related attributes, described at parameter PE not Not
Y%id-atts;, ["%univ-atts;” on page 471| entity applicable applicable
%localization-atts;)
%global-atts; (xtrf, xtrc) A set of related attributes, described at parameter PE not Not

["%global-atts;” on page 466| entity applicable applicable

class, outputclass

Common attributes described inl“Otherl
fcommon DITA attributes” on page 477

stepresult

The <stepresult> element provides information on the expected outcome of a step. If a user interface is
being documented, the outcome could describe a dialog box opening, or the appearance of a progress
indicator. Step results are useful to assure a user that they are on track, but should not be used for every
step, as this quickly becomes tedious.

Example

<steps>
<step>

<cmd importance="urgent">0Once you have the water place it in the microwave.</cmd>
<info>Try not to spill any, as water is very wet.</info>

</step>

<step importance="required">
<cmd>Start the Microwave.</cmd>

<stepxmp>As an example, push the <b>Start</b> button</stepxmp>

<stepresult>The Microwave starts running. You should hear it humming.</stepresult>

</step>

<step importance="optional">
<cmd>Once the water begins to boil, stop the Microwave.</cmd>

</step>
</steps>
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Contains

Doctype Content model

ditabase, text data or IIE or |codeph| or [synph| or [filepath| or Il;i:_sg;%llj or !gserin%or [systemoutpuf or |b| or |uj or
task ﬁor H or m or jsub)| or |uicontro]| or Imenucascadel or fterm| or [xref| or cite] or |gf or |boolean| or |state or

[keyword| or|option| or [parmname] orll_‘a_Ti_name or[emdname| or [msgnum|or [varname| or[wintitle] or lt;\'
or [p] or [lq or [note] or |d1] or [parm]] or jul] or [o]] or s or [pre] or [codeblock or fmsgblock] or[screer| or [lined]
or [fig] or [syntaxdiagram| or fimagemap| or fimage| or [object or Jtabld] or lsimpletable| or |[draft-comment|or
Igeguired—cleanug] or M or [indextermref| or findexterm| or |data| or [data-about] or [foreign| or flunknown)
(any number)

=

Contained by

Doctype Parents
ditabase,
task

Inheritance:

- topic/itemgroup task/stepresult

Attributes
Default

Name Description Data Type Value Required?
Y%univ-atts; (%select-atts;, | A set of related attributes, described at parameter PE not Not
%id-atts;, [“%univ-atts;” on page 471| entity applicable applicable
Y%localization-atts;)
%global-atts; (xtrf, xtrc) A set of related attributes, described at parameter PE not Not

[“%global-atts;” on page 466 entity applicable applicable
class, outputclass Common attributes described inl"Otherl

lcommon DITA attributes” on page 477

tutorialinfo

The tutorial info (<tutorialinfo>) element contains additional information that is useful when the task is
part of a tutorial.

Example

<steps>
<step>
<cmd>Do this</cmd>
<tutorialinfo>In your editor, open the first element and click on
the dialog.</tutorialinfo>
</step>
<step>
<cmd>Do that</cmd>
<tutorialinfo>Move the framulator into the foobar box.</tutorialinfo>
</step>
</steps>
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Contains

Doctype Content model

ditabase, ﬁ text data or E or |codeph| or |synph| or [filepath| or Il;rl:_sgﬁj or !gserin%or [systemoutpuf or |b| or |uj or
i T fter ci

task or [tf| or sup| or jsub or |uicontro]| or Imenucascadel O or [xref] or [cite| or |g| or |boolean|or [state or
keyword| or |option| or [parmname] or Ig}lziname or|cmdname] or [msgnum| or [varname] or [wintitle| orm
or [p] or [lq or [note] or [d1] or [parmi] or [ul] or [o]] or s or [pre| or [codeblock or fmsgblock] or[screen| or [lined|
or [fig] or [syntaxdiagram| or fimagemap| or fimage| or [object or Jtabld] or lsimpletable| or |[draft-comment|or
[required-cleanup|or Iﬂ or [indextermref] or [indexterm| or |data| or [data-about] or [foreign| or fJunknown)
(any number)

=

Contained by

Doctype Parents
ditabase,
task |
Inheritance:

- topic/itemgroup task/tutorialinfo

Attributes
Default

Name Description Data Type Value Required?
Y%univ-atts; (%select-atts;, A set of related attributes, described at parameter PE not Not
%id-atts;, [“%univ-atts;” on page 471| entity applicable applicable
%localization-atts;)
%global-atts; (xtrf, xtrc) A set of related attributes, described at parameter PE not Not

[“%global-atts;” on page 466 entity applicable applicable
class, outputclass Common attributes described inl“Otherl

lcommon DITA attributes” on page 477

result

The <result> element describes the expected outcome for the task as a whole.

Note: If this is the outcome of a specific step, put this in the <stepresult> element instead.

Example

<task id="sqlj">

<titleCreating an SQLJ file</title>

<taskbody>
<context>0Once you have set up SQLJ, you need to create a new SQLJ file.
You cannot add #sqlj statements directly in the Source pane of the
Workbench.</context>
<result>The SQLJ file is successfully created when the SQLJ server
displays the "File Created" dialog.</result>

</taskbody>

</task>
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Contains

Doctype Content model

ditabase, text data or IIE or |codeph| or [synph| or [filepath| or Il;i:_sg;%llj or !gserin%or [systemoutpu Or@% or
task ﬁor H or m or jsub)| or |uicontro]| or Imenucascadel or fterm| or [xref| or cite] or |gf or |boolean| or |state or

[keyword| or|option| or [parmname] orllﬁzi_name or[emdname| or [msgnum|or [varname| or[wintitle] or m
or [p] or [lq or [note] or |d1] or [parm]] or jul] or [o]] or s or [pre] or [codeblock or fmsgblock] or[screer| or [lined]
or [fig] or [syntaxdiagram| or fimagemap| or fimage| or [object or Jtabld] or lsimpletable| or |[draft-comment|or
Igeguired—cleanug] or M or [indextermref| or findexterm| or |data| or [data-about] or [foreign| or flunknown)
(any number)

=

Contained by

Doctype Parents
ditabase,
task

Inheritance:

- topic/section task/result

Attributes
Default

Name Description Data Type Value Required?
Y%univ-atts; (%select-atts;, A set of related attributes, described at parameter PE not Not
%id-atts;, [“%univ-atts;” on page 471| entity applicable applicable
Y%localization-atts;)
%global-atts; (xtrf, xtrc) A set of related attributes, described at parameter PE not Not

[“%global-atts;” on page 466 entity applicable applicable
class, outputclass Common attributes described inl“Otherl

lcommon DITA attributes” on page 477

postreq

The <postreq> element describes steps or tasks that the user should do after the successful completion of
the current task. It is often supported by links to the next task or tasks in the <related-links> section.

Example

<postregq>Notify the proctor upon completing this self-test.</postreg>
Contains

Doctype Content model

=

ditabase, text data or [ph] or [codeph] or fynpH or [filepath] or I%gﬁj or !gserin'g!l or systemoutpuf or |b] or [u] or
task ﬁor [t or [fug or lsub] orJuicontrol or fmenucascadd or ftern or [xref] or kitd or [gf or[boolean] or [statd or
[keyword| or|option| or [parmname] or apiname| or [cmdname] or msgnum|or [varname| or [wintitle| or

o d_olr [lq] or Inote] or [d1] or [parm]| or Jul| or [o]] or [s]] or [pref or [codeblock or jmsegblock] or [screer| or [line

or [fig] or [syntaxdiagram| or [imagemap]| or fimage| or [object or |table] or simpletable| or [draft-comment| or

Igeguired-cleanug] or |fn] or findextermref|or [indexterm| or|data| or [data-about| or [foreign| or [unknownl
(any number)

=

=
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Contained by

Doctype Parents

ditabase,

task

Inheritance:

- topic/section task/postreq

Attributes
Default

Name Description Data Type Value Required?
Y%univ-atts; (%select-atts;, A set of related attributes, described at parameter PE not Not
Y%id-atts;, ["%univ-atts;” on page 471| entity applicable applicable
%localization-atts;)
%global-atts; (xtrf, xtrc) A set of related attributes, described at parameter PE not Not

["%global-atts;” on page 466| entity applicable applicable

class, outputclass

Common attributes described inl“Otherl
fcommon DITA attributes” on page 477
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Chapter 6. Glossentry elements

Use the glossentry topic type to define glossary terms. Each glossentry topic should define a single sense
of a term. The current OASIS glossentry type is an initial implementation intended to support minimal
terminology information; more terminology management capabilities may be added in future releases.

glossentry

The <glossentry> element defines a single sense of a glossary term. The expected book processing is to
sort and group the glossary entries based on the localized term so a back-of-the-book glossary can
contain a collated list of terms with the definitions of the senses of the terms indented under the terms.
The glossary can have a different organization in different languages depending on the translation of the
terms. One possible online processing is to associate a hotspot for mentions of terms in <term> elements
and display the definition on hover or click. Glossary entries for different term senses can be reused
independently of one another.

Example

<glossentry id="dd1">

<glossterm>Data Definition Language</glossterm>

<glossdef>A formal language used for defining database schemas....</glossdef>
</glossentry>

Contains

Doctype Content model

ditabase, ( ( then (|glossdef) then (|related-links) (optional) then ( (any number) )
glossary

Contained by

Doctype Parents
ditabase |dital [topid [concept] [tasK, [reference]
Inheritance:

- topic/topic concept/concept glossentry/glossentry

Attributes
Default
Name Description Data Type Value Required?
id This ID enables topics to be referenced 1D Yes
uniquely by topicrefs in DITA maps.
conref This attribute is used to reference an ID |CDATA #IMPLIED No
on a topic that can be reused. See |”Tha
|conref attribute” on page 478| for
examples and details about the syntax.
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Default
Name Description Data Type Value Required?
xmlns:ditaarch Declares the default DITA namespace. CDATA #FIXED
http://
dita.oasis-
open.org/
architecture/
2005/
DITA ArchVersion Designates the version of the architecture | CDATA “1.1” (version | No
that is in use. dependent;
will increase)
domains Indicates the specialized domains that CDATA (topic ui-d) No
are included in the DTD or Schema. (topic hi-d)
(topic pr-d)
(topic sw-d)
(topic ut-d)
(topic
indexing-d)
Y%select-atts; (props, base, A set of related attributes, described at parameter PE not Not
platform, product, |"%select-atts;” on page 46§ entity applicable applicable
audience, otherprops,
importance, rev, status)
Y%localization-atts; A set of related attributes, described at parameter PE not Not
(translate, xml:lang, dir) ["%localization-atts;” on page 470.| entity applicable applicable
%global-atts; (xtrf, xtrc) A set of related attributes, described at parameter PE not Not
|"%global-atts;” on page 466| entity applicable applicable
class, outputclass Common attributes described in [*Other]
fcommon DITA attributes” on page 477

glossdef

The <glossdef> element specifies the definition of one sense of a term. If a term has multiple senses,
create a separate <glossentry> topic to define each sense.

Contains

Doctype

Content model

glossary or

or

ditabase, ﬁ text data or [ph] or fcodeph] or fynpH or [filepath] or I%gﬂj or [userin
[t or fup or lsub] orJuicontroll or fmenucascadd or frern] or l;!reﬂ or

u
cit

or

or pystemoutpuf or oror
or |boolean|or |statd or

[keyword| or |option| or [parmname] or apiname| or

cmdname| or Imsgnum|or [varname or [wintitle] or

O

=

o] or [s]

or [pre| or [codeblocld or [mseblock{ or[screen| or [line

O

L3

El_cl)r [lq or [note or [d1] or [parm]| or Jul| or

fio| or [syntaxdiagram|or fimagemap| or

imagel or [object or [table| or [simpletable| or [draft-comment

or

r ? ]2]
shortdes

(any number)

equired-cleanup]| or |fn] or findextermref| or indexterm| or |datal or [data-abou or [foreign| or Junknown|

or

Contained by

Doctype Parents
ditabase,
glossary
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Inheritance:

- topic/abstract concept/abstract glossentry/glossdef

Attributes
Default

Name Description Data Type Value Required?
Y%univ-atts; (%select-atts;, A set of related attributes, described at parameter PE not Not
%id-atts;, [‘%univ-atts;” on page 471] entity applicable applicable
Y%localization-atts;)
%global-atts; (xtrf, xtrc) A set of related attributes, described at parameter PE not Not

[“%global-atts;” on page 466| entity applicable applicable
class, outputclass Common attributes described in["Other]

lcommon DITA attributes” on page 477
glossterm
The <glossterm> element specifies the preferred term associated with a definition of a sense. If the same

term has multiple senses, create a separate <glossentry> topic for each sense.

Contains

Doctype Content model

ditabase, ( text data or [ph] or [codeph] or synpH or [filepath] or [msgph] or Juserinpuf or fystemoutpud] or o] or [u] or

glossary if or |t or or Jsub| or fuicontroll or [menucascadd or jterm| or [g] or [boolean| or statd or [keyword| or
option| or [parmname] or ppiname| or emdname| or [msgnum| or [varname| or [wintitle] or [tm| or image| or
data| or |[data-about] or [foreign| or junknown)) (any number)

Contained by

Doctype Parents

ditabase,

glossary

Inheritance:

- topic/title concept/title glossentry/glossterm
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Attributes

Name

Description

Data Type

Default
Value

Required?

base

A generic attribute that has no specific
purpose, but is intended to act as a base
for specialized attributes that have a
simple value syntax like the conditional
processing attributes (one or more
alphanumeric values separated by
whitespace). The attribute takes a space
delimited set of values. However, when
acting as a container for generalized
attributes, the content model will be
more complex; that model is documented
in the "attribute generalization” section
of the DITA architectural specification.

CDATA

#IMPLIED

No

Y%id-atts; (id, conref)

A set of related attributes, described at
["%id-atts;” on page 467|

parameter
entity

PE not
applicable

Not
applicable

%localization-atts;
(translate, xml:lang, dir)

A set of related attributes, described at
[“%localization-atts;” on page 470.|

parameter
entity

PE not
applicable

Not
applicable

%global-atts; (xtrf, xtrc)

A set of related attributes, described at
|"%global-atts;” on page 466|

parameter
entity

PE not
applicable

Not
applicable

class, outputclass

Common attributes described inl“Otherl
|common DITA attributes” on page 477
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Chapter 7. Body elements

The body elements support the most common types of content authoring for topics: paragraphs, lists,
phrases, figures, and other common types of exhibits in a document.

P

A paragraph element (<p>) is a block of text containing a single main idea.

Example

<p>

It is probable that <g>temporary</g> or <g>new</gq> stars, as these
wonderful apparitions are called, really are <term>conflagrations</term>;
not in the sense of a bonfire or a burning house or city, but in that of

a sudden eruption of <i>inconceivable</i> heat and light, such as would
result from the stripping off the shell of an encrusted sun or the crashing
together of two mighty orbs flying through space with a hundred times

the velocity of the swiftest cannon-shot.</p>

Contains

Doctype Content model

ditabase, ( text data or [ph] or [codeph] or fynpH or [filepath] or [msgph] or [userinpuf or ystemoutpuf or o] or [u] or

topic, task, ﬂor or [sup| or [sub| or [uicontroll or jmenucascade or fterm| or [xref] or kite| or |gf or [poolean|or |statd or

reference, keyword| or [option| or [parmname| or apiname| or |cmdname| or [msgnum| or [varname| or [wintitle] or

concept or [igfor [note] or |dIf or [parml| or jul or [ol] or s] or [pre] or [codeblock] or jmsgblock] or creen] or [lines) or [fig]
or jsyntaxdiagram|or [imagemap| or fimage| or [object] or [table| or simpletable| or [draft-comment] or
[required-cleanup]or [fn or [indextermref| or [indexterm| or |data or |[data-aboutf or |foreign| or [unknown)
(any number)

map, ( text data or |P__}|1|0r or or or [q or [poolean] or [state] or [keyword] or [tm] or [iq or [note] or[d]

bookmap or [ul or [o]] or s or or [lined| or [fig] or [image] or [object] or [table] or [simpletable| or [draft-comment| or
[required-cleanup)| or [fr| or findextermref or findexterm| or [datal or [data-about or [foreien| or flunknownl)
(any number)

Contained by

Doctype Parents

ditabase @l [note} El ll-ll, [itemgroup} Iﬂ fig] |stentry] |draft-comment} E’n‘, fentry} [abstract} [bod} fsection
example] |linkinfo} fconbody}[prereq] |context, finfo} Jutorialinfo} stepxmp}, Ichoice} choptionhd} [chdeschd|
choption| chdesd} [stepresult} [result, [postreq], [refsyn|, [proptypehd| [propvaluehd} [propdeschd|, jpropdes

lossde

topic desd [note] [Ig} [li] litemeroup @lstentry] |draft-commenﬂ, lentry] [abstract} [body} [section,
example} [linkinfo} [pd]

task [desd [note] il [i] fitemgroupl [dd] [fig] [stentry] [draft-comment] [fr] fentry]fabstract] [body} kectior,
example} [linkinfo} [prereq context] [info} [tutorialinfo} [stepxmp} |choice} [choptionhd] [chdeschd]
choption| chdesd] [stepresult} [result), [postreq], |Ld|

concept desd [note itemgroup] [dd} [fig} [stentry] [draft-comment [fr] [entry] fabstract] [pody} kection],
example} [linkinfo| fconbody]|pd

reference desd [note] EI @ [itemegroup| @ [stentry]|[draft-comment} |fr] fentry]labstract} [body} fsection],
example} [linkinfol [refsyn|, [proptypehd] [propvaluehd] [propdeschd] [propdesd, |}£|

map, |desd [note} El E [itemgroup| @ |stentry][draft-comment] |fr)] fentry]|

bookmap
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Inheritance:

- topic/p
Attributes
Default

Name Description Data Type Value Required?
Y%univ-atts; (%select-atts;, A set of related attributes, described at parameter PE not Not
%id-atts;, [‘%univ-atts;” on page 471] entity applicable applicable
Y%localization-atts;)
%global-atts; (xtrf, xtrc) A set of related attributes, described at parameter PE not Not

[“%global-atts;” on page 466| entity applicable applicable
class, outputclass Common attributes described in["Other]

|common DITA attributes” on page 477

note

A <note> element contains information, differentiated from the main text, which expands on or calls
attention to a particular point.

Tip: Variant types of note (tip, caution, danger, restriction, etc.) can be indicated through values selected
on the type attribute. This note is typed as a “tip.”

Example
This example:
<note type="tip">Thinking of a seashore, green meadow, or cool

mountain overlook can help you to relax and be more
patient.</note>

produces this result:

Tip: Thinking of a seashore, green meadow, or cool mountain overlook can help you to relax and be
more patient.

Contains

Doctype Content model

ditabase, ﬁ text data or |p_h or codeph| or [synph| or [filepath| or I%gﬂj or !gsering!| or jsystemoutpudi or |b| or [u| or
topic, task, or H or lsTp' or [sub| or |uicontro] or [menucascadd or [term| or [xref] or ite] or |qf or [poolean| or [statd or
reference, [keyword| or |option| or [parmname| or fapiname| or |cmdname| or msgnum| or [varname| or [wintitle] or
concept or [p| or [l or [dlf or [parm]] or ful| or [o]] or or [codeblock| or Imsgblock or [screen| or [lines| or [fig| or

kyntaxdiagram| or imagemap)| or imagd or jobject] or [table] or [simpletable| or [draft-comment or
reguired-cleanug] or m or findextermref|or [indexterm| or|data| or [data-about| or [foreign| or [unknownl
(any number)

map, text data or [ph|or or or or [q] or [poolean| or [state| or [keyword| or IE\‘ or H orm or or
bookmap ul| or Ial or EI or [pre| or [lines| or [fig] or image or Jobject or [tablef or [simpletabld or [draft-comment or
reguired—cleanuE] or @ or findextermref{ or indexterm| or [data| or |data-about| or [foreign| or [unknown)

(any number)

=
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Contained by

Doctype Parents
ditabase desa H llEl ll-ll, |itemgroup|, m Ifl_gl stentry] |[draft-comment] m entry} [abstract} [body] section} fexampld,
linkinfo) [conbody} [prereq) lcontext, [infd}, [tutorialinfol [stepxmp), [choice] [choptionhd] lchdeschd
choption| [chdesd| [stepresult] resuld, [postred], [refsyn, [proptypehd} [propvaluehd} [propdeschd, fpropdesd,
glossdef] [pd
topic desd |p} la} [l @ |stentrV] |draft—comment|, lentry] [abstract, [body] section} [exampld,
linkinfo| [pd|
task desa H IlEl Il-ll, |itemgroup|, m Ifl_gl [stentry}[draft-comment] m fentry} [abstract, [body} |section} fexampld,
linkinfo| [prereg} [contexy finfo} ftutorialinfo} |stepxmpl} [choice] [choptionhd] [chdeschd] [choption| [chdesd,
stepresult], [result] [postreq |Ld
concept @ [stentry] [draft-comment |fr], fentry|[abstract [pody] [section} fexampléd,
reference desd [p} fiql [iil fitemgroup] [dd] [stentry]|[draft-comment} [fr] fentry|labstract} |body} section} fexamplé,
linkinfol [refsyn| [proptypehd [propvaluehd} [propdeschd} [propdesc} |Ld|
map, [} gl [ [dd] [ig) [stentry] [draft-commen{] [f], fentry]
bookmap
Inheritance:
- topic/note
Attributes
Default
Name Description Data Type Value Required?
type Defines the type of a note. For example, |(note | tip | No
if the note is a tip, the word Tip is used |fastpath |
to draw the reader’s attention to it. Note |restriction |
that this differs from the type attribute  |important |
on many other DITA elements. See remember |
ltype attribute” on page 480|for detailed |attention |
information on supported values and caution |
processing implications. danger |
other |
-dita-use-
conref-target)
spectitle The specialized title attribute allows CDATA #IMPLIED No
architects of specialized types to define a
fixed or default title for a specialized
element. Not intended for direct use by
authors.
othertype Indicates an alternate note type, when CDATA #IMPLIED No
the type is not available in the type
attribute value list. This value is used as
the user-provided note title when the
type attribute value is set to "other.”
Youniv-atts; (%select-atts;, A set of related attributes, described at parameter PE not Not
%id-atts;, [‘%univ-atts;” on page 471 entity applicable applicable
Y%localization-atts;)
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Default
Name Description Data Type Value Required?
%global-atts; (xtrf, xtrc) A set of related attributes, described at parameter PE not Not
[“%global-atts;” on page 466 entity applicable applicable
class, outputclass Common attributes described inl“Otherl
lcommon DITA attributes” on page 477

ph

The phrase (<ph>) element is used to organize content for reuse or conditional processing (for example,
when part of a paragraph applies to a particular audience). It can be used by specializations of DITA to
create semantic markup for content at the phrase level, which then allows (but does not require) specific
processing or formatting.

Example

This was not changed. <ph rev="v5r2">This was updated.</ph> This was not.
Contains

Doctype Content model

ditabase, ( text data or [ph] or [codeph] or [synpH or [filepath] or [msgph] or !Eserin%or systemoutpud or |b] or |uf or

topic, task, Iﬂor or [sup| or [sub| or [uicontroll or jmenucascade or fterm| or [xref] or kite| or |gf or [poolean|or statd or

reference, [keyword] or [option] or fparmname] or ppiname] or[cmdname] or [msgnum[or [varname] or[wintitle] or ftm]

concept or [image| or |draft-comment or jrequired-cleanup| or [fnf or [indextermref| or [indexterm| or [datal or
[data-about]|or [foreign| or junknown)) (any number)

map, ( text data or [ph] or fterm| or [xref] or [cite] or [q] or poolean] or [state] or [keyword] or [im] or image] or

bookmap draft-commentf or frequired-cleanup| or [fr| or [indextermref{ or [indexterm| or[dataf or |[data-abouf or

foreign| or [unknown) (any number)

Contained by

Doctype Parents

bookmap datal shortdesd| [desd] [pl [notel [l g s_hl, li) fitemeroup) dthd“ddhdlﬁ dd} [figerou |linesl
stentry]|draft-comment] cite entry] [booklibrary|[mainbooktitle] pooktitleal
organizationnamel

map datal shortdesd] [desd] p} [note s_hl, li} itemgroup) |dthd} |ddhdl@|ﬁggroupl|linesl
xref

stentry] |draft-comment] m entry

ditabase datal |titla, lshortdesd] [desc} H,lnote”ﬁl E s_hl, li} itemgroup) ldthd} |ddhd} |dH Ia“fig roup”pTe“lines
[stentry]|draft-comment [fr] lcitd, [xref] [entry] [abstract] [section] lexampld, [linkinfol [prereq] [context

emd| linfol [tutorialinfd, [stepxmp] |choice] [choptionhd] [chdeschd] [choption], chdesd, lstepresuld, Jresult
ostreq) [refsynl [proptypehd| [propvaluehd] propdeschd], [proptypd [propvalud, [propdesd, [glosster

lossdef), screen} b} [ul, i} [tt) fcodeph] [codeblock] [pt} [pd] |fragref] [synnote]
topic datal |titla, lshortdesd] [desc] ||;|, [note} H E s_hl, li} fitemegroup} |dthd],_ i

stentry]|draft-comment] |fn] lcite], [xref] lentry] labstract] |section|

Sup) fcodeph} [codeblocK, [pt} [pd] |fragref] [synnote]
task datallshortdescl Hesclﬂlnotel slif [1i} fitemeroup) |[dthd} [ddhd} |dt @Hﬁg rouplllines

hl [stentry|[draft-comment] | [cite], [xref] [entry] [abstract] section} exampld, [linkinfol [prereq} [context
cmd] [infol [tutorialinfo| [stepxmpl} [choice] [choptionhd] [chdeschd] [choption), chdesd, [stepresuld, fresult

postreg b} [ul i} [tt} [sup} |sub] fcodeph} |codeblocl [pt} [pd]} [fragref} |[synnote]

concept data) |titla, fshortdesc} Hescllalnotellﬁlﬁ s_hl, li} fitemeroup} |dthdl,_
stentry] |[draft-comment] |fn] kcite], [xref] lentry} |abstract] |section]

Sup) M lcodephl [codeblock, |p_tl |&d.|, |fragreﬂ |szrmote|

lines

if [t

lines

if [t

74  DITA Language Specification v1.1
Copyright © GASIS® 1993-2007. Al Rights Reserved. 1 August 2007



Doctype Parents

reference datal |titla, kshortdesd [desd, Hlnotel H E s_hl, li) itemeroup) [dthd] ddhdlm m [figoroup| ip_relllinesl

phl [stentry]|draft-comment fr kitd, xref] lentryl [abstract] lsection] lexampld, [linkinfol [refsy:
proptypehd| [propvaluehd| [propdeschd [proptypd, [propvalue| jpropdesd, |screen| Iﬂ Iﬂ, E[, H,
codephl |codeb10ck|, d fragreﬂ |synnot§|

glossary data] [titld khortdesd [desd [pl [notel [Lq] [} [s1il [1i] fitemeroup] [dthd] [ddhd] [dd [dd] [fieeroup] [ore] [lined
ph |stentry]|draft-comment] |fn] kcite, [xref} lentry] |abstract] [section] lexampld, [linkinfol |glossterm)]

glossdeﬂ, Ecreenl HEI, ﬂ Iﬂ, Su lcodephl [codeblock] @ fragreﬂ|synnote|

Inheritance:
- topic/ph
Attributes
Default

Name Description Data Type Value Required?
Y%univ-atts; (%select-atts;, A set of related attributes, described at parameter PE not Not
%id-atts;, ['%univ-atts;” on page 471] entity applicable applicable
Y%localization-atts;)
%global-atts; (xtrf, xtrc) A set of related attributes, described at parameter PE not Not

["%global-atts;” on page 466| entity applicable applicable
class, outputclass, keyref Common attributes described inl“Otherl

lcommon DITA attributes” on page 477

keyword

The <keyword> element identifies a keyword or token, such as a single value from an enumerated list,
the name of a command or parameter, product name, or a lookup key for a message.

“Keyword” means any text that has a unique or key-like value. For example, a product name. Where
there is a element that has a better meaning for what you are describing, use that element. The keyword
element is a generic element; use it when no other element applies. The keyword element can also be
used to contain reusable text.

Specific markup recommendations:

* Use apiname for API names and cmdname for command names.

¢ Term should be used for inline paragraph definitions; to indicate what you're defining.

* PH should be used for general phrases; when you think that keyword is not appropriate.
* Inside syntax diagrams and syntax phrases, use kwd to indicate a programming keyword.
* In metadata, a keyword is used to create additional XHTML metadata.

Specialized elements derived from <keyword> may also have extended processing, such as different
formatting or automatic indexing.

When DITA topics are output to XHTML, any <keyword> or <indexterm> elements in the <keywords>
metadata element are placed in the Web page metadata. In addition, any index terms in this context are
also used for supported index processing (for example, for print versions).

<p>The <keyword>assert</keyword> pragma statement allows messages to be passed
to the emulator, pre-compiler, etc..</p>
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Contains

Doctype

Content model

ditabase,
topic, task,
reference,
concept,
glossary,
map,
bookmap

(text data or (any number)

Contained by

Doctype

Parents

bookmap

data] [titld, shortdesd [desd] [p] fnote]

[ald kstentry] [draft-comment [fn

indexterm

q Hmmﬁtemgroupl dthd} |ddhd| dd| [figeroup
[index-base} [cite] xref| fentry}[author [source]

lines
ublishe

copyrholdet fcategory] [keywords|

prodname}

brand}

serieg [platform, [prognuml [featnum, lcomponent,

linktext} [searchtitle} [person} [organization| summary]

printlocation], pookpartno}

booknumber

booklibrary| [mainbooktitle} [pooktitlealt [index-see} [index-see-also} findex-sort-as

[organizationname)

botherinfo| [addressdetaild] [locality|[localityname] [administrativeareal [thoroughfare| lemailaddress| |u_r]l

map

data] [titld, [shortdesd [desd] [p] [note]

al [q 513 [1i} fitemeroup)

[ald, stentry} [draft-comment |fnl

indexterm

[index-base}

dthd} [ddhd dd| [figeroup
cite] [xref], fentryfjauthor |source]

lines
ublishe

copyrholdet fcategory] [keywords|

rodname}

brand| |seried, [platform|, [prognum}

[featnuml,

|component,

linktext] searchtitlef index-sed, [ind

ex-see-also} [index-sort-as|

ditabase

data] [titld, [shortdesd [desd] [p] [note]

[ald, lstentry] ldraft-comment [fn

a} [q |13 [1i] fitemeroup) [dthd] [ddhd] [d4 [dd] [figeroup
[index-base} [cite] [xref|, fentry}[authod [source]

indexterm

lines
ublishe

copyrholdet fcategory] [keywords|

rodname}

brand| |seried, [platform|, [prognum}

featnum), jcomponent),

navtitle} [searchtitle] fbstract] [sectionf [example

[linktext [linkinfo} [prereg

| [context

md|, finf

tutorialinfol [stepxmp) [choice| [cho

tionhd} [chd

eschd| lchoption} |chdesd

stepresu

t} [result} [postreq}

refsyn| [proptypehd| [propvaluehd

[propdeschd|, jproptyp

[propvalud, [propdesd

[elossterm|, [zlossdef}

uicontroll lscreen] |bl ful i,

tt], supl lsubl Jcodeph

|codeblock! [var oper]|deliml [sep]

pt Ipd} fragref]

svnnotel repsepl Imsgphl

seblock] [filepath,

userinpud, Isvstemoutpud, Icoordsl |index—see|,

index-see-also} [index-sort-as|

topic

datal m, |shortdescl |descl H, |notel

dd| [ficoroup

hl [alg kstentry] ldraft-comment |fnl

indexterm

q H, Ehl, IEI fitemeroup) |dthf |: |ddhdl !
[index-basel [cite] [xred, lentry]fauthod [source]

%ﬂ |linesl
ublishe

copyrholdet fcategory] [keywords|

brodname}

brand| [seried, [platform| [prognuml|

navtitle|

earchtitld, hbstract] [section| lexample} [linktex]

linkinfo) Juicontrol

[featnum|, omgoneng:,l
|screen|,|5|,|a|,|ﬂ tt} [sup} jsu

codephl

codeblock] [var Joped [delim] [sep), [pt] [pdl lfragref

[synnote] [repsep]

msgphl [msgblock

[filepath|

userinput] [systemoutput |coords| index-see} index-see-alsd, findex-sort-ag

task

datal m, kshortdesd [desc] |[—>|, [note]

[ald], stentry} ldraft-comment |l

indexterm

al [q 513 [ii] fitemeroup) |dthf|: [ddhd} ! dd| [ficeroup
[index-base} [cite] [xref], fentry}[authod [source

lines
ublishe

copyrholdet fcategory] [keywords|

brodname}

brand| [seried, [platform|, [prognum)|

featnum), jcomponent],

navtitle] [searchtitld, labstract] |sectionf [example} [linktext, [linkinfo} [prereg

I |context

md| [info}

tutorialinfol [stepxm

o, khoicel [choptionhd] jchdeschd] fcho

ption} [chdesd] [ste

resulf

[resuld] [postreq]

uicontrol lscreen] |b] |ul

il [et, sup], ksub) [codeph

|codeblock]

ar] loper]|delim|

sep} [pf

[pdl [fragref]

synnotel [repsep] [msgphl

sgblock! [filepath],

userinput], systemoutput] foords] [index-see]

index-see-also} [index-sort-as|

concept

datal m kshortdesc} [desc] H [note}

ql [ql 51l [11] fitemgroup]

Istentry} [draft-comment], [n|

indexterm

[index-base}

dthd} |ddhd . |fi$frourl
entry| jauthor] [source

lines
ublishe

copyrholdet fcategory] [keywords|

prodname}

brand| [seried, [platform|, fproenum]|

[featnum|, fcomponent,

navtitle)

searchtitld, abstract] [section} lexample] flinktext],

linkinfo) Juicontroll

fscreen} [b} ul fi} |tt

lsupl Jsub}

codephl [codeblock] [vard [o

er] |delim| [sep], [pt] pd] [fragref

|synn0te |repsep

msgphl [msgblock

[filepath),

userinputl |systemoutput|,

coords} [index-see| findex-see-alsd|, findex-sort-as

76 DITA Lané%\aéeé (%peciﬁcation vl

Copyright ©

.1
1993-2007. All Rights Reserved.

1 August 2007



Doctype Parents

reference m m kshortdesd [desd, |[—)|, [notel Jlq El, Ehl, m [itemeroup| I! thdL |ddhdl ! dd| [fieeroup %;ﬂ |1inesl

bhl |alf ktentry] ldraft-comment [fn] indexterm| findex-base] [cite] [xref], lentry] lauthoq lsource] [publishe
copyrholded [category] [keywordd, [prodname} [brand| [seried, [platform|, [proenum| [featnuml, fomponent,
navtitle] [searchtitld, fabstract [section| lexample] [linktext [linkinfo} [refsyn, [proptypehdl [propvaluehd)
propdeschd| [proptypel [propvaluel [propdesd luicontroll [screenl, I, [ul lil [t4 [su lcodephl |codeblock],
var||oped |delim| [sep| [pt] [pd| [fragref] |synnote] [repsep| Imsgphl Imseblock] [filepath] fuserinput
systemoutput |coords| [index-see} index-see-alsd, [index-sort-a

glossary datal |titla, lshortdesc} [desq, Hlnotel q Hmmﬁtemgroupl dthd| |[ddhd| dd| [figeroup lines|
phl [al ktentry} [draft-comment] [fn] indexterm| lindex-base} [cite] xref], fentry] lauthod [source} [publishe

copyrholdeq [category| [keywords, [prodname} [brand| [seried, [platform|, jprognuml [featnum|, lcomponent,
navtitle] [searchtitld, fabstract] [section| Jexample] [linktext, [linkinfo| [elossterm| |elossdef] juicontrol]
screen|, [b} [ul] fil It} |supl [sub] lcodephl [codeblocl, [var] loper [delim] [sep} [pt [pd] [fragref], kynnote] [repsep}
[msgphl Imsgblock] [filepath| userinput} [systemoutputf [coords} findex-sed, findex-see-also}, [index-sort-as|

Inheritance:
- topic/keyword
Attributes
Default

Name Description Data Type Value Required?
Y%univ-atts; (%select-atts;, A set of related attributes, described at parameter PE not Not
%id-atts;, ["%univ-atts;” on page 471| entity applicable applicable
Y%localization-atts;)
%global-atts; (xtrf, xtrc) A set of related attributes, described at parameter PE not Not

[“%global-atts;” on page 466| entity applicable applicable
class, outputclass, keyref Common attributes described inl“Otherl

lcommon DITA attributes” on page 477

xref

Use the cross-reference (<xref>) element to link to a different location within the current topic, or a
different topic within the same help system, or to external sources, such as Web pages, or to a location in
another topic. The href attribute on the <xref> element provides the location of the target.

Typically it is best to restrict yourself to linking to reference topics where the content of the target is clear
from the <xref>’s text, for example API names and their descriptions. With other information types, it
may be less clear to the user whether they should follow the link, and often they will, thereby missing
important information in following paragraphs. Therefore it is a good idea to use links at the end of the
topic, in the element, wherever possible, rather than linking from within body content
using <xref>. Links at the end of a topic can also be managed from outside the topic, using DITA maps:
this allows topics to be quickly integrated into new contexts without breaking links.

Examples

Here’s an example of a cross-reference to another topic; that topic’s title will be used as the link text.

<p>Background information about DITA is provided in the topic titled
<xref href="whatsdita.dita#tmmdita"></xref>.</p>

Here’s an example of a cross-reference to another topic; the supplied text will be used as the link text

<p><xref href="whatsdita.dita#tmmdita">Background information about DITA</xref> is provided
free of charge.</p>
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If you are linking to anything within a topic, you should use the following format in the href attribute:

filename.xml#topicid/elementid

If you are linking within the same file, you can leave off the "filename.xml” part. So, for a section with

the ID "mysection”, you should
#topicid/mysection

use:

For a list item within that section, assuming the item has an ID of "mylist”, use

#topicid/mylist

Regardless of how deeply the target element is nested, the only important pieces are the ID of the
containing topic, and the ID of the target element. IDs of topics in DITA must be unique within a file, but
IDs of other elements only need to be unique within the topic. You need to be sure that the topic ID is

part of your reference.

If your URL has an ampersand in it, you need to code that using a symbol. For example; for this URL:
http://www.ibm.com/docview.wss?rs=757&context=SSVNX5

You need to enter the &amp; in the Href attribute as follows:

<xref href="http://www.ibm.com/docview.wss?rs=757&amp;context=SSVYNX5">

Part number SSVNX5</xref>

Contains

Doctype Content model

ditabase, ( text data or [ph] or [codeph] or [synpH or [filepath] or msgph] or Juserinpu] or fystemoutpuf or [p] or [u or
topic, task, or [t or [sup] or [sub| or [uicontro] or [menucascade or fterm| or |g| or [boolean| or [state| or [keyword] or
reference, option| or [parmname| or apiname] or cmdname| or [msgnum| or [varname| or [wintitle or [tm| or [image] or
concept datal or [data-aboutf or [foreign| or junknown| or [desq) (any number)

map, ( text data or [ph] or fterm| or[q or poolean] or ftate] or [keyword] or [tm] or image] or [data] or [data-about]
bookmap or [foreign| or junknown| or |desq) (any number)

Contained by

Doctype Parents
bookmap desd [pl fnotd] [ldl |4 i @ [figeroup} |1inesl [stentry] |draft-comment] @
entry} jorganizationname)
map des El El, E @ [figgroup} [lines} [ph} |stentry] [draft-comment] @
entr
ditabase des;:”a Eota, HH m El,litemgroupl,ﬁtl Hm ficoroup| lines m [stentry| [draft-comment] H
entryl labstract] [section] [example] [linkinfo [prereq] [context] emd| [infol [tutorialinfd] kstepxmpl [choice]
choptionhd], chdeschd| [choption| [chdesd] [stepresuld] fresul], [postred], Irefsyn| [proptypehd| [propvaluehd
ropdeschd| [proptypel [propvaluel [propdesd |glossdef] |screen|,|ﬂ, @ il [td odeph} [codeblock
t @b@notel Igregl
topic des&'ﬂ Eota, HH, m ﬁ”itemgrouplﬁtl Hlﬁl [figeroup| I'p_rel lines m [stentry][draft-comment]
entry] labstract] [section} [example| [linkinfol |screen|, bl Mh”tjl&g |&b odeph| [codeblock], |p_tl |p_dl
sznnotel |area|
task des&'ﬂ Eota, HH, m E”itemgroupl,ﬁtl Hm figeroup| lines| m |stentry] [draft-comment} H
entryl labstract] [section} [example] [linkinfol [prereq] |context], tmdl |info} [tutorialinfo), [stepxmp} |choice]
choptionhd|, chdeschd| [choption| [chdesd] |stepresult] [result], [postred], creen| H |Hl' Ig“ﬂ, M |sub|
codeph] [codeblock| [pt} [pd} [synnote) fared
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Doctype Parents
concept ?sc“a m HH m El,litemgroupl,m ﬂm [figoroup| ip_rel lines p_hl [stentry|[draft-comment] B
entry] labstract] |section} [example] [linkinfo} [screenl, EI Iﬂ'ﬂ, sup |sub), fkodephl [codeblock], @
synnote} Jarea
reference E”El IITtel | El 1 |itemgr0up|,@ dd |figgr0upl|linesl|stentrvl |draft-comment] @
entry] labstract] [section] [example] [linkinfol |[refsyn| [proptypehd] [propvaluehd] [propdeschd] [proptype}
propvalud}, [propdesd, [screen} |b} [ul, it [td, sup} |sub} [codeph} jcodeblock, [pt} [pd} [synnote} [area
glossary mm m E”al, m El,litemgroupl,m Hmm;{groupl lines} [ph}] [stentry] [draft-comment} |fn|
entry] labstract} [section| [example] [linkinfo] |glossdef] |screen), [sup) odeph] |codeblock, [pt
bynnote} [area
Inheritance:
- topic/xref
Attributes
Default
Name Description Data Type Value Required?
href A hyperlink to an external Web page CDATA #IMPLIED No
(URL) or other non-DITA resource, to
another DITA topic in the same file or in
another file, or to a specific element
inside a DITA topic. The format attribute
identifies the format of the target.
Non-DITA targets use standard URL
syntax. DITA content is targetted as
follows:
Target elsewhere in the same file:
href="#topicID"
href="#topicID/elemID
Target in a different file:
href="filename.dita#topicID"
href="fname.dita#topicID/elemID"
Elements inside a topic need to have
their location scoped by the containing
topic’s ID. Only the id of the target
element and the topic that contains it
matter: id’s on any other containing
elements (for example an id on the
<body> element) are not part of the link
syntax.
If the URL contains an ampersand
character, the ampersand symbol
(&amp;) should be used to indicate that
character
type Describes the target of a cross-reference. |CDATA #IMPLIED No
See[“The type attribute” on page 480|for (Processed as
detailed information on supported values if the target
and processing implications. were of type
"topic”, or
inherited
from an
ancestor)
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Name

Description

Data Type

Default
Value

Required?

format

The format attribute identifies the format
of the resource being cross referenced.
See[“The format attribute” on page 482|
for details on supported values.

CDATA

#IMPLIED

No

scope

The scope attribute identifies the
closeness of the relationship between the
current document and the target
resource.

* Set scope to Tocal when the resource
is part of the current set of content.

e Set scope to peer when the resource is
part of the current set of content but is
not accessible at build time.

* Set scope to external when the
resource is not part of the current
information set and should open in a
new browser window.

* See[‘Using the -dita-use-conref-targef]
[value” on page 479|for more
information on -dita-use-conref-target.

The processing default is Tocal. If no
value is specified, but the attribute is
specified on an ancestor within a map or
within the related-links section, the value
will inherit from the closest ancestor.

(local | peer
| external |
-dita-use-
conref-target)

#IMPLIED

No

Y%univ-atts; (%select-atts;,
Y%id-atts;,
Ylocalization-atts;)

A set of related attributes, described at
|"%univ-atts;” on page 471|

parameter
entity

PE not
applicable

Not
applicable

%global-atts; (xtrf, xtrc)

A set of related attributes, described at
l“9%elobal-atts;” on page 466|

parameter
entity

PE not
applicable

Not
applicable

class, outputclass, keyref

Common attributes described in|“Other]
lcommon DITA attributes” on page 477

ol

An ordered list (<ol>) is a

Example

Here are the colors of the
<ol>

<1i>Red</T1i>
<li>0range</T1i>
<li>Yellow</1i>
<1i>Green</1i>
<1i>Blue</1i>
<li>Indigo</Ti>
<li>Violet</1i>

</ol>

list of items sorted by sequence or order of importance.

rainbow in order of appearance from top to bottom:
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Contains

Doctype Content model

ditabase, ( (one or more)
topic, task,
reference,
concept,
glossary,
map,
bookmap

Contained by

Doctype Parents

ditabase desa H note} H m itemgroup) m m [stentry|[draft-comment H [entry}[abstract] [pody}[section|
example} [linkinfo| fconbody]|prereq} |context, finfd}, jfutorialinfo} |stepxmp), choice} fchoptionhd| [chdeschd

choption} fchdesc} |stepresult] resuld, [postreq], frefsyn, [proptypehd} [propvaluehd} [propdeschd, fpropdes
glossdeﬂ: éal

topic desd [p] jrotd] fiq) [ii] fitemgroup) lstentry] [draft-comment} @ lentry][abstract} [pody] [section],
example} [linkinfof [pd]

task desd [pl notd fiq} [ii] fitemeroupl [dd] [fig] [stentry] [draft-comment] [fr] [entry] [abstract] pody} [section]

example} [linkinfo| [prereg] |context] [info} [tutorialinfo} |stepxmpl} |choice} [choptionhd| [chdeschd]
choption} [chdesd [stepresult} [result] [postred} pd]

concept desd [pl notd fiq} [ii] fitemeroupl [dd] [fig] stentry] [draft-comment] [fr] [entry] [abstract] pody] [section]

i
example} [linkinfo| ffonbod

reference desd [p] [notd] [iq] [1i] fitemgroupl [dd] [fig] Ftentry] [draft-comment] [fn] [entry] [abstract} fpody] [section]
example} [linkinfo} [refsyn], [proptypehd} [propvaluehd} [propdeschd] [propdesd, [pd]

map, [desd [p] [notd] [[q} [1i] fitemgroup] lstentry] [draft-comment} |fn] entry]|

bookmap
Inheritance:
- topic/ol
Attributes
Default

Name Description Data Type Value Required?
compact Indicates close vertical spacing between |(yes | no | #IMPLIED No

the list items. Expanded spacing is the -dita-use-

default value. The output result of conref-target)

compact spacing depends on the
processor or browser. Allowed values

are:
yes Indicates compact spacing.
no Indicates expanded spacing.

-dita-use-conref-target
See |”Using the|

dita-use-conref-target value” on|

page 472| for more information.
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Default

Name Description Data Type Value Required?
spectitle The specialized title attribute allows CDATA #IMPLIED No

architects of specialized types to define a

fixed or default title for a specialized

element. Not intended for direct use by

authors.
Y%univ-atts; (%select-atts;, A set of related attributes, described at parameter PE not Not
Y%id-atts;, [“%univ-atts;” on page 471| entity applicable applicable
Ylocalization-atts;)
%global-atts; (xtrf, xtrc) A set of related attributes, described at parameter PE not Not

[“%global-atts;” on page 466 entity applicable applicable
class, outputclass Common attributes described inl“Otherl

|common DITA attributes” on page 477

ul

In an unordered list (<ul>), the order of the list items is not significant. List items are typically styled on
output with a "bullet” character, depending on nesting level.

Example

<ul>

<1i>This is an item in an unordered list.</1i>

<1i>To separate it from other items in the list, the
formatter puts a bullet beside it.</1i>

<1i>The following paragraph, contained in the 1ist item
element, is part of the Tist item which contains it.
<p>This is the contained paragraph.</p></1i>

<1i>This is the last Tist item in our unordered list.</1i>

</ul>

Contains

Doctype

Content model

ditabase,
topic, task,
reference,
concept,
glossary,
map,
bookmap

( (one or more)

Contained by

Doctype Parents

ditabase desd H note] H m fitemeroup| m m [stentry) [draft-comment H lentry][abstract] [pody}[sectionl,
exampld [linkinfo] jconbody]|prereq], fcontext, finfd|, frutorialinfo [stepxmp), fchoice] lchoptionhd] |chdeschd|
choption| [chdesc] [stepresult] fresultl, postreq], [refsyn|, [proptypehd| [propvaluehd| [propdeschd} jpropdes
clossdef] [pd]

topic desd, El notel, El fitemeroup| [stentry] [draft-comment} B lentry}|abstract} [pody] [section]
example} [linkinfol |p_d|

task desd El, note] H m fitemgroup} m m [stentry) [draft-comment m lentry]|abstract} [pody} [section],

example} [linkinfo}

rereg} [context} finfol [tutorialinfo} [stepxmpl}

choice [choptionhd) [chdeschd]

choption] [chdesd} [stepresult] [resulf], [postreq] [pd]
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Doctype Parents
concept desa H hote] H m fitemeroup| m lstentry] [draft-comment| B lentry][abstract] [bodyl [sectionl,
example] [linkinfo} fconbody] [pd]
reference m H notel, H m Iitemgroupl m IEI Istentry] |draft—commentl H entry] |abstractl Ibody] |section|,
example} [linkinfo| [refsyn], [proptypehd} [propvaluehd} [propdeschd| [propdesd, @'
map, [desd Iﬂ [note} El litemgroup| [stentry| [draft-comment} @ [entry]
bookmap
Inheritance:
- topic/ul
Attributes
Default
Name Description Data Type Value Required?
compact Indicates close vertical spacing between |(yes | no | #IMPLIED No
the list items. Expanded spacing is the -dita-use-
default value. The output result of conref-target)
compact spacing depends on the
processor or browser. Allowed values
are:
yes Indicates compact spacing.
no Indicates expanded spacing.
-dita-use-conref-target
See ["Using the]
-dita-use-conref-target value” onl
page 472| for more information.
spectitle The specialized title attribute allows CDATA #IMPLIED No
architects of specialized types to define a
fixed or default title for a specialized
element. Not intended for direct use by
authors.
Y%univ-atts; (%select-atts;, A set of related attributes, described at parameter PE not Not
%id-atts;, [‘%univ-atts;” on page 471] entity applicable applicable
Y%localization-atts;)
%global-atts; (xtrf, xtrc) A set of related attributes, described at parameter PE not Not
[‘%global-atts;” on page 466| entity applicable applicable

class, outputclass

Common attributes described inl“Otherl
lcommon DITA attributes” on page 477

A list (<li>) item is a single item in an ordered <ol> or unordered <ul> list. When a DITA topic is
formatted for output, numbers and alpha characters are usually output with list items in ordered lists,

while bullets and dashes are usually output with list items in unordered lists.

Example

<ul>

<1i>This is an item in an unordered list.</1i>

</ul>
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Contains

Doctype Content model

ditabase, text data or IIE or |codeph| or [synph| or [filepath| or or !gserm uf] or systemoutpu Or@% or
topic, task, ﬁor or [sup| or [sub| or [uicontroll or [menucascade or fterm| or [xref] or |cite| or |gf or [poolean|or statd or
reference, [keyword| or [option| or [parmname] orll_‘a_Ti_name or|cmdname| or [msgnum|or [varname] or [wintitle| or lt;\'
concept or [p] or [lq or [note] or |d1] or [parml] or jul] or [o]] or s or [pre] or [codeblock or fmsgblock] or[screer| or [lined]
or [fig] or [syntaxdiagram| or fimagemap| or fimage| or [object or Jtabld] or simpletable| or [itemgroup| or
draft-comment] or frequired-cleanup| or [fr| or [indextermref| or [indexterm| or|[dataf or |[data-about or
foreign| or [unknownl (any number)

map, ( text data or @ or frerm] or [xref] or [cite] or [q] or [poolean] or [state] or [keyword] or [tm] or [p] or [iq or [note
bookmap or [d] orrll or r sl or [pre] or [lines| or [fig] or imagéd or |object] or ftable] or [simpletabld] or fitemgroup]| or

draft-comment] or frequired-cleanup| or |fn| or findextermref| or [indexterm| or|dataf or [data-about] or
foreign| or funknown) (any number)

=

=

o)

Contained by

Doctype Parents

bookmap, @

map,
ditabase,
topic, task,
concept,
reference,

glossary

Inheritance:
- topic/li

Attributes

Default
Name Description Data Type Value Required?

Y%univ-atts; (%select-atts;, A set of related attributes, described at parameter PE not Not
%id-atts;, [“%univ-atts;” on page 471| entity applicable applicable
Ylocalization-atts;)

%global-atts; (xtrf, xtrc) A set of related attributes, described at parameter PE not Not
[“%global-atts;” on page 466 entity applicable applicable

class, outputclass Common attributes described inl“Otherl
lcommon DITA attributes” on page 477

sl

The simple list (<sl>) element contains a simple list of items of short, phrase-like content, such as in
documenting the materials in a kit or package.

On output, the list should have no bullets, on the assumption that each item is short enough to fit on one
line, and needs no additional differentiation from its neighbors.

Example

In a reference topic discussing related modules, the following sample markup could be used:
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<section><title>Messages</title>
<p>Messages from the ags_open module are identical with messages from:</p>

<s1>
<sli>ags_read</sli>

<sli>ags_write</sli>
<sli>ags_close</sli>

</s1>
</section>
Contains
Doctype Content model
ditabase, ( (one or more)
topic, task,
reference,
concept,
glossary,
map,
bookmap
Contained by
Doctype Parents
ditabase desd [p} [notd] fiq] [ii] fitemgroupl [dd] [fig] tentry] [draft-comment] [fn] [entry] [abstract} [pody] [section]
examplel [linkinfo} jconbody][prereqd} |context, finfo} frutorialinfo} |stepxmp), [choice} lchoptionhd} |chdeschd]
choption} [chdesc] [stepresuly] [resuld), [postreq) [refsyn, [proptypehd] [propvaluehd] [propdeschd], [propdes
glossdef] pd|
topic [desd [p] lnotd [ig] [ii] fitemgroup} [stentry] [draft-comment} |fn} lentry} [abstract} [pody}[section],
example} [linkinfol [pd]
task desd [p] jnotd] iq) [1i] fitemgroup] [dd] [fig] ktentry] [draft-comment] [fn] [entry][abstract] fpody][section]
example} [linkinfo| [prereq] jcontext] [info} [tutorialinfo} |stepxmpl} |choice} [choptionhd| [chdeschd]
choption} [chdesc] [stepresult} [resuld), [postred), [pd]
concept ?scl E note] El 1i} litemeroup) lstentry] [draft-comment] B lentry][abstract] [body] [section,
examplé} [linkinfol onbodvll‘LdI
reference desa, H notel, H m Iitemgroupl m m Istentry] |draft—c0mmentl Ifﬂ, entry] |abstractl |body] |section],
example] [linkinfo| [refsyn|, [proptypehd} [propvaluehd} [propdeschd| fpropdesd,
map, |desd El [note] E{l [itemeroup) lstentry] [draft-comment} E lentry]
bookmap
Inheritance:
- topic/sl
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Attributes

Name

Description

Data Type

Default
Value

Required?

compact

Indicates close vertical spacing between
the list items. Expanded spacing is the
default value. The output result of
compact spacing depends on the
processor or browser. Allowed values
are:

yes Indicates compact spacing.
no
-dita-use-conref-target

See |”Using thel
dita-use-conref-target value” on|
page 472| for more information.

Indicates expanded spacing.

(yes | no |
-dita-use-
conref-target)

#IMPLIED

No

spectitle

The specialized title attribute allows
architects of specialized types to define a
fixed or default title for a specialized
element. Not intended for direct use by
authors.

CDATA

#IMPLIED

Y%univ-atts; (%select-atts;,
%id-atts;,
Ylocalization-atts;)

A set of related attributes, described at
["%univ-atts;” on page 471|

parameter
entity

PE not
applicable

Not
applicable

%global-atts; (xtrf, xtrc)

A set of related attributes, described at
|"%global-atts;” on page 466|

parameter
entity

PE not
applicable

Not
applicable

class, outputclass

Common attributes described inl“Other|
|common DITA attributes” on page 477

sli

A simple list item (<sli>) is a single item in a simple list <sl>. Simple list items have phrase or text

content, adequate for describing package contents, for example. When a DITA topic is formatted for
output, the items of a simple list are placed each on its own line, with no other prefix such as a number
(as in an ordered list) or bullet (as in an unordered list).

Example

See[“sl” on page 84

Contains

Doctype

Content model

topic, task, or

ditabase, ﬁ text data or Ip_h or codeph| or [synph| or [filepath| or Izrlz_sg_s_‘llj or [userin

or jsup| or [sub| or uicontro] or [menucascadd or Jter

uff or

systemoutputi or [b] or [uf or

or [xref] or lite] or

[ or [boolean|or [statd or

reference, [keyword| or |option| or [parmname| or fapiname| or |cmdname| or jmsgnum| or [varname| or [wintitle| or

concept or [image| or |draft-comment| or [required-cleanup] or |fn] or [indextermref] or [indexterm| or |data| or
[data-about|or [foreign| or junknownl) (any number)

map, ( text data or [ph]or [term] or [xref] or cite] or [q] or [poolean] or [state] or [keyword] or [tm] or image] or

bookmap draft-comment] or frequired-cleanup| or |f_n| or [indextermref]| or [indexterm| or|data or |[data-abouf or

foreign| or funknown) (any number)
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Contained by

Doctype Parents

bookmap,
map,
ditabase,
topic, task,
concept,
reference,

glossary

Inheritance:
- topic/sli

Attributes

Default
Name Description Data Type Value Required?

Y%univ-atts; (%select-atts;, A set of related attributes, described at parameter PE not Not
%id-atts;, ["%univ-atts;” on page 471| entity applicable applicable
Y%localization-atts;)

%global-atts; (xtrf, xtrc) A set of related attributes, described at parameter PE not Not
["%global-atts;” on page 466| entity applicable applicable

class, outputclass Common attributes described inl”Otherl
lcommon DITA attributes” on page 477

dl

A definition list (<dI>) is a list of terms and corresponding definitions. The term (<dt>) is usually flush
left. The description or definition (<dd>) is usually either indented and on the next line, or on the same
line to the right of the term.

You can also provide an optional heading for the terms and definitions, using the <dlhead> element,
which contains header elements for those columns. The default formatting for the <dlhead> looks like a
table with a heading row.

Examples

Simple:

<d1>

<dlentry>

<dt>Bytes returned</dt>

<dd>The number of bytes of data returned.</dd>
</dlentry>

<dlentry>

<dt>Bytes available</dt>

<dd>The number of bytes of data available to be returned.</dd>
</dlentry>

<dlentry><dt>Handle</dt>

<dd>The returned handle value</dd>

</dlentry>

</d1>
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With heading:

<d1>
<dThead>

<dthd>Image File View Selection</dthd>
<ddhd>Resulting Information</ddhd>

</d1head>
<dlentry>

<dt>File Type</dt>
<dd>Image's file extension</dd>

</dlentry>
<dlentry>

<dt>Image Class</dt>

<dd>Image is raster, vector, metafile or 3D</dd>

</dlentry>
<dlentry>

<dt>Number of pages</dt>
<dd>Number of pages in the image</dd>

</dlentry>
<dlentry>

<dt>Fonts</dt>

<dd>Names of the fonts contained within a vector image</dd>

</dlentry>
</d1>

Contains

Doctype

Content model

ditabase,
topic, task,
reference,
concept,
glossary,
map,
bookmap

( (|dlhead) (optional) then ( (one or more) )

Contained by

Doctype Parents
ditabase desd, H note] H E litemeroup| m m [stentry] [draft-comment H lentry]|abstract] [body}[sectionl,
example [linkinfo] lconbodyl [prered, fcontexd), finfd|, futorialinfol [stepxmp), kchoice] lchoptionhd| |chdeschdl
choption| [chdesd] lstepresult] fresull], [postreq] [refsyrl, [proptypehd| [propvaluehd| [propdeschd) fpropdes
elossdef], [pd]
topic desd El notel, El Iitemgroupl Istentry] |draft—commentl @ |entry] |abstractl Ibodvl |section|,
example) [linkinfol ILdl
task desd H note] H m itemegroup| m m [stentry|[draft-comment H [entry}|abstract] [pody}|section]
example [linkinfo] [preregf [context} finfol [tutorialinfo} [stepxmplf [choice] [choptionhd] [chdeschd]
choption| [chdesd] [stepresult} fresuld], [postreq], @
concept desd H note] H m itemegroup| m [stentry| [draft-comment} @ [entry} [abstract] [pody} [section]
exampld [linkinfo| jconbody] |}£1|
reference desd [p] fotd, [iq) [1i] fitemeroup] [dd] [fig] tentry] [draft-comment] [fn] [entry] [abstract] fpody] [section]
example} [linkinfol frefsyn|, [proptypehd} [propvaluehd} [propdeschd} propdesc} @'
map, |desc|, IEI Inote|, El Iitemgroupl Istentry] |draft—c0mmentl @ |entry|
bookmap
Inheritance:
- topic/dl

ecification v1
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Attributes

Default
Name Description Data Type Value Required?
compact Indicates close vertical spacing between |(yes | no | #IMPLIED No
the list items. Expanded spacing is the -dita-use-
default value. The output result of conref-target)
compact spacing depends on the
processor or browser. Allowed values
are:
yes Indicates compact spacing.
no Indicates expanded spacing.
-dita-use-conref-target
See |”Using thel
dita-use-conref-target value” on|
page 472| for more information.
spectitle The specialized title attribute allows CDATA #IMPLIED No
architects of specialized types to define a
fixed or default title for a specialized
element. Not intended for direct use by
authors.
Y%univ-atts; (%select-atts;, A set of related attributes, described at parameter PE not Not
%id-atts;, ["%univ-atts;” on page 471| entity applicable applicable
Y%localization-atts;)
%global-atts; (xtrf, xtrc) A set of related attributes, described at parameter PE not Not
[“%global-atts;” on page 466| entity applicable applicable

class, outputclass

Common attributes described inl“Other|
lcommon DITA attributes” on page 477

dlhead

The <dlhead> element contains optional headings for the term and description columns in a definition
list. The definition list heading contains a heading <dthd> for the column of terms and an optional
heading <ddhd>for the column of descriptions.

Example

See|“dl” on page 87|

Contains

Doctype

Content model

ditabase,
topic, task,
reference,
concept,
glossary,
map,
bookmap

( ([dthd) (optional) then ( (optional) )
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Contained by

Doctype

Parents

bookmap,
map,
ditabase,
topic, task,
concept,
reference,

glossary

Inheritance:

- topic/dlhead

Attributes

Name

Description

Data Type

Default
Value

Required?

%id-atts;,

Y%univ-atts; (%select-atts;,

Y%localization-atts;)

A set of related attributes, described at

|"%univ-atts;” on page 471|

parameter
entity

PE not
applicable

Not
applicable

%global-atts; (xtrf, xtrc)

A set of related attributes, described at

|"%global-atts;” on page 466|

parameter
entity

PE not
applicable

Not
applicable

class, outputclass

Common attributes described inl”Otherl

|common DITA attributes” on page 477

dthd

The definition term heading (<dthd>) element is contained in a definition list head (<dlhead>) and
provides an optional heading for the column of terms in a description list.

Example

See|“dl” on page 87|

Contains

Doctype Content model

ditabase, text data or [ph|or lcodeph| or [synph| or [filepath| or Izrl:_sgﬁj or [userinpuf or [systemoutpuf or IEl or [u]or
topic, task, or [t or [sup] or [subl or fuicontrol] or fmenucascadd or frernd or [qf or [boolean] or [state] or [keyword] or
reference, bption| or [parmname] or hpiname] or[emdname| or [msgnum|or [varname| or [wintitle] or or h’magg] or
concept data| or [data-about] or [foreign| or Junknownl) (any number)

map, ( text data or m or [term| or El or |poolean)| or ktate] or |keyword| or or [image| or |data| or [data-about]
bookmap or [foreign| or junknown)) (any number)
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Contained by

Doctype Parents

bookmap,
map,
ditabase,
topic, task,
concept,
reference,
glossary

Inheritance:
- topic/dthd

Attributes

Name

Description

Data Type

Default

Value Required?

Y%univ-atts; (%select-atts;,
Y%id-atts;,
Y%localization-atts;)

A set of related attributes, described at
|"%univ-atts;” on page 471|

parameter
entity

PE not
applicable

Not
applicable

%global-atts; (xtrf, xtrc)

A set of related attributes, described at
|"%global-atts;” on page 466|

parameter
entity

PE not
applicable

Not
applicable

class, outputclass

Common attributes described inl”Otherl

lcommon DITA attributes” on page 477

ddhd

The definition descriptions heading (<ddhd>) element contains an optional heading or title for a column
of descriptions or definitions in a definition list

Example

See|“dl” on page 87|

Contains

Doctype Content model

ditabase, text data or [ph|or [codeph| or [synph| or [filepath| or Il:rl;_sgﬂj or [userinpuf or systemoutpuf or IEl or [u]or
topic, task, |[i or sup| or Jsubl or uicontrol] or fmenucascadd or ftermy or [qf or[boolean] or [statd or [keyword] or
reference, option| or [parmname] or apiname] or [cmdname| or [msgnum|or [varname or [wintitle| or or h'magg] or
concept data| or [data-about| or [foreign| or funknownl (any number)

map, ( text data or m or Eerml or El or |poolean)| or [state] or |keyword| or or [image| or |data| or [data-about]
bookmap or [foreign| or junknown)) (any number)
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Contained by

Doctype Parents

bookmap, dlhead
map,
ditabase,
topic, task,
concept,
reference,

glossary

Inheritance:
- topic/ddhd

Attributes

Name

Description

Data Type

Default
Value

Required?

Y%univ-atts; (%select-atts;,
Y%id-atts;,
Y%localization-atts;)

A set of related attributes, described at
|"%univ-atts;” on page 471|

parameter
entity

PE not
applicable

Not
applicable

%global-atts; (xtrf, xtrc)

A set of related attributes, described at
|"%global-atts;” on page 466|

parameter
entity

PE not
applicable

Not
applicable

class, outputclass

Common attributes described inl”Otherl
|common DITA attributes” on page 477

dlentry

In a definition list, each list item is defined by the definition list entry (<dlentry>) element. The definition
list entry element includes a term <dt> and one or more definitions or descriptions <dd> of that term.

Example

See [“d]l” on page 87

Contains

Doctype

Content model

ditabase,
topic, task,
reference,
concept,
glossary,
map,
bookmap

( ( (one or more) then (@ (one or more) )
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Contained by

Doctype Parents

bookmap,
map,
ditabase,
topic, task,
concept,
reference,

glossary

Inheritance:
- topic/dlentry

Attributes

Name

Description

Data Type

Default
Value

Required?

Y%univ-atts; (%select-atts;,
Y%id-atts;,
Y%localization-atts;)

A set of related attributes, described at
|"%univ-atts;” on page 471|

parameter
entity

PE not
applicable

Not
applicable

%global-atts; (xtrf, xtrc)

A set of related attributes, described at
|"%global-atts;” on page 466|

parameter
entity

PE not
applicable

Not
applicable

class, outputclass

Common attributes described inl”Otherl
lcommon DITA attributes” on page 477

dt

The definition term <dt> element contains a term in a definition list entry.

Example

See|“dl” on page 87|

Contains

Doctype

Content model

topic, task,

uﬂ or systemoutputl or [b] or [uf or

ditabase, ﬁ text data or |ph|or [codeph| or [synph| or [filepath| or Izrl:_sg;%]lj or [userin

or It_tl or jsup| or [sub| or Juicontro] or [menucascadd or Jter

or [xref| or

cite] or

|or Iboolean| or [statg or

reference, keyword| or [option| or jparmname] or apiname] or |cmdname| or msgnum| or [varname| or [wintitle] or
concept or limagé or |datal or [data-about|or [foreign| or funknown) (any number)

map, ( text data or El or Eerml or |xref| or |ci_te| or El or poolean) or |state] or [keyword] or or or
bookmap or [data-aboutf or [foreign| or [unknown) (any number)
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Contained by

Doctype Parents

bookmap,

map,
ditabase,
topic, task,
concept,
reference,

glossary

Inheritance:
- topic/dt

Attributes

Default
Name Description Data Type Value Required?

Y%univ-atts; (%select-atts;, A set of related attributes, described at parameter PE not Not
%id-atts;, |"%univ-atts;” on page 471| entity applicable applicable
Y%localization-atts;)

%global-atts; (xtrf, xtrc) A set of related attributes, described at parameter PE not Not
|"%global-atts;” on page 466| entity applicable applicable

class, outputclass, keyref Common attributes described inl”Otherl
|common DITA attributes” on page 477

dd

The definition description (<dd>) element contains the description of a term in a definition list entry.

Example

See [“d]l” on page 87

Contains

Doctype Content model

ditabase, ﬁ text data or [ph|or lcodeph| or [synph| or [filepath| or Il;i:_sgﬁj or [userinpuf or systemoutpud or [b| or [u] or
topic, task, or [t or [sup] or [sub| orfuicontroll or fmenucascadd or fterm or [xref or keite or [l or[boolean] or [statd or
reference, [keyword| or |option| or [parmname| or E%iname or|cmdname| or [msgnum| or [varname] or [wintitle| or
concept or [p] or [lq or [note] or [d1] or [parm1] or jul] or [o]] or s or [pre| or [codeblock or fmsgblock] or[screer| or [line|

or [fig| or [syntaxdiagram|or imagemap]| or fimage| or [object or [table] or lsimpletable| or [itemgroup| or
draft-comment| or frequired-cleanup| or [frf or [indextermref{ or [indexterm| or|[data or |[data-abouf or
foreign| or funknown) (any number)

map, ( text data or or Jterm| or [xref| or m or H or |poolean| or [state| or [keyword| or Itr_nl or H or|lg| or|note]
bookmap or HII orm or [ol] or [s]] or [pre] or [lines| or [fig| or imagd or [object] or |table] or |[simpletablé or [itemgroup] or

draft-comment or Jrequired-cleanup| or [fn] or indextermref| or [indexterm| or [data| or [data-about| or
foreign| or funknown) (any number)

=

o)
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Contained by

Doctype Parents
bookmap,

map,
ditabase,
topic, task,
concept,
reference,

glossary

Inheritance:
- topic/dd

Attributes

Default
Name Description Data Type Value Required?

Y%univ-atts; (%select-atts;, A set of related attributes, described at parameter PE not Not
%id-atts;, ["%univ-atts;” on page 471| entity applicable applicable
Y%localization-atts;)

%global-atts; (xtrf, xtrc) A set of related attributes, described at parameter PE not Not
["%global-atts;” on page 466| entity applicable applicable

class, outputclass Common attributes described inl”Otherl
lcommon DITA attributes” on page 477

fig

The figure (<fig>) element is a display context (sometimes called an “exhibit”) with an optional title for a
wide variety of content. Most commonly, the figure element contains an image element (a graphic or
artwork), but it can contain several kinds of text objects as well. A title is placed inside the figure element
to provide a caption to describe the content.

Example

<fig expanse="column"><title>The Handshake</title>
<image href="handshake.jpg" alt="The Handshake"/>

</fig>

Contains

Doctype Content model

ditabase, ((Jt 1t1e|D tional) then (m (optional) then (| 1ggr0u§| or|p| or|lg| or |note| orH]I or Earmll or [ul] or[o]
topic, task, or sl or re or|codeblocl or [msgblock] or |screen| or [lined or [image| or object] or [simpletable| or or
reference, or [data] or [data-about| or [foreign| or funknown) (any number) )

concept

map, ( ([title) (optional) then (m (optional) then ; or|_q|0r note| or [d]] or mor ol orH or [pre]
bookmap or [lineq or [image| or [object| or [simpletable| or [xref] or |fn] fn or dat or |data-about| or [foreign| or junknown)

(any number) )
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Contained by

Doctype Parents

ditabase _l, [notd, H |1-1|, [itemgroup ﬂ stentry] |draft-comment] Fnl, fentrylfabstract] [pody} lsection} fexampld,
conbody] [prereq] lcontext [infol ltutorialinfd, lstepxmp} [choicd, choptionhd), fchdeschd] [choption| [chdesd]
stepresult], fresult [postred} [refsynl [proptypehd| [propvaluehd|, [propdeschd} |glossdeﬂ,@

topic El [notd, @, [itemgroup| @ [stentry] [draft-comment] @ fentryl fabstract] [pody} lsection} fexamplé, @l

task ot H |1-1|, litemgroup} m |stentry][draft-comment] Fnl, fentry) labstract, [body] lsection} Jexampld,
rereq fcontex finfo|, futorialinfol [stepxmp), choice] fchoptionhd| [chdeschd], [choption} [chdesd]

stepresult), [result} [postreq] [pd]

concept litemgroup| @ [stentry] [draft-comment] @ fentryl fabstract] [pody} fsection} fexamplé,
conbody] |p

reference _l, [note, H H litemgroup} m |stentry][draft-comment] |fn], entry} fabstract] [pody] [section} fexampld,
refsyn| [proptypehd| [propvaluehd} [propdeschd)

map, El Inotel, @ Iitemgroupl @ |stentry] |draft—comment|, @ |entry|
bookmap
Inheritance:
- topic/fig
Attributes
Default
Name Description Data Type Value Required?
spectitle The specialized title attribute allows CDATA #IMPLIED No
architects of specialized types to define a
fixed or default title for a specialized
element. Not intended for direct use by
authors.
%display-atts; (scale, frame, | A set of related attributes, described at parameter PE not Not
expanse) [“%display-atts;” on page 465 entity applicable applicable
Y%univ-atts; (%select-atts;, A set of related attributes, described at parameter PE not Not
%id-atts;, [‘%univ-atts;” on page 471] entity applicable applicable
Ylocalization-atts;)
%global-atts; (xtrf, xtrc) A set of related attributes, described at parameter PE not Not
[‘%global-atts;” on page 466| entity applicable applicable
class, outputclass Common attributes described inl”Otherl
lcommon DITA attributes” on page 477

figgroup

The <figgroup> element is used only for specialization at this time. Figure groups can be used to contain
multiple cross-references, footnotes or keywords, but not multipart images. Multipart images in DITA
should be represented by a suitable media type displayed by the <object> element.
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Contains

Doctype Content model

ditabase, (( |title|D (optional) then ( Eiggroua or or ﬁ or @_‘or |codeph| or [synph| or [filepath| or mseph| or
topic, task, |[userinput| or systemoutput| or |pfor [u] or il or [tt] or [sup] or|sub| or [uicontrol or [menucascade] or [keyword|
reference, or option| or [parmname| or [apiname| or fkmdname] or [msgnum| or [varname or |wintitle) (any number) )
concept

map, ( ( (optional) then ( or or @ or @ or (any number) )

bookmap

Contained by

Doctype Parents
bookmap,
map,
ditabase,
topic, task,
concept,
reference,
glossary
Inheritance:
- topic/figgroup
Attributes
Default

Name Description Data Type Value Required?
Y%univ-atts; (%select-atts;, A set of related attributes, described at parameter PE not Not
%id-atts;, [‘%univ-atts;” on page 471] entity applicable applicable
Y%localization-atts;)
%global-atts; (xtrf, xtrc) A set of related attributes, described at parameter PE not Not

[“%global-atts;” on page 466| entity applicable applicable
class, outputclass Common attributes described in[“Other]

lcommon DITA attributes” on page 477

desc

The <desc> element contains the description of the current element. A description should provide more
information than the title. This is its behavior in fig/table/linklist, for example. In xref/link, it provides a
description of the target; processors that support it may choose to display this as hover help. In object, it
contains alternate content for use when in contexts that cannot display the object.

Example

<fig><title>The Handshake</title>

<desc>This image shows two hands clasped in a formal,
business-1like handshake.</desc>

<image href="handshake.jpg">

<alt>The handshake</alt>

</image>

</fig>
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Contains

Doctype Content model

ditabase, ﬁ text data or IIE or |codeph| or [synph| or [filepath| or Il;i:_sg;%llj or !gserin%or [systemoutpuf or |El or [u] or

topic, task, or It_tl or m or [sub| or fuicontrol or [menucascadd or fterm| or [xref] or lcite] or |q] or [boolean| or [state] or

reference, [keyword| or|option| or [parmname] or Eﬁzina%l@l or[emdname| or [msgnum|or [varname| or[wintitle] or It;\'
o

concept or [p] or [lq or [note] or [d1] or [parmi| or jul] or [o]] or [s] or [pre| or [codeblock or fmsgblock] or[screen| or [lined]
or image or |data| or [data-about| or [foreign| or junknownl) (any number)

map, ( text data or or Jterm| or [xref| or m or H or poolean| or [state| or [keyword| or m or H or|lg| or [note)
bookmap or or or ol or EI or [pre| or [lines| or [imagd or |data| or |[data-about| or [foreign| or fjunknown) (any
number)

=

=

Contained by

Doctype Parents

ditabase, [object} [table} [linklist|

topic, task,

concept,
reference
map,
bookmap
Inheritance:
- topic/desc
Attributes
Default
Name Description Data Type Value Required?
Y%univ-atts; (%select-atts;, A set of related attributes, described at parameter PE not Not
%id-atts;, [“%univ-atts;” on page 471| entity applicable applicable
Ylocalization-atts;)
%global-atts; (xtrf, xtrc) A set of related attributes, described at parameter PE not Not
[“%global-atts;” on page 466 entity applicable applicable
class, outputclass Common attributes described inl“Otherl
lcommon DITA attributes” on page 477
image

Include artwork or images in a DITA topic by using the <image> element. The <image> element has
optional attributes that indicate whether the placement of the included graphic or artwork should be
inline (like a button or icon) or on a separate line for a larger image. There are also optional attributes
that indicate the size to which the included graphic or artwork should be scaled. An href attribute is
required on the image element, as this attribute creates a pointer to the image, and allows the output
formatting processor to bring the image into the text flow. To make the intent of the image more
accessible for users using screen readers or text-only readers, always include a description of the image’s
content in the alt element.

Example
<image href="bike.gif" placement="break"><alt>Two-wheeled bicycle</alt></image>
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Contains

Doctype

Content model

ditabase,
topic, task,
reference,
concept,
glossary,
map,
bookmap

([a1d) (optional)

Contained by

Doctype Parents

bookmap datal |titla, fshortdesc] [desd, |;—)|, note} EI m |E fitemegroup), [dthd} |[ddhd] Id_li, m m m |stentr;7|
draft-comment] lentry] pooklibrary] |mainbooktitle} [booktitlealt] [organizationname|

map data] [titld fhortdesd [desd, o} [note} [iq] fitemgroup), [dthd] [ddhd} [d4, [ad] [fig [ph]
draft—commen’_rl, |entrz_

ditabase datal |titla, lshortdesc} [desd, |[_)|, note} IEI El, |E|, itemegroup), [dthd} [ddhd} m ﬂ, Ifa, H\Hstentrgll
draft-comment) [n} [xref] entry] abstract] [pody]|section] [exampléd} [linkinfo} lconbody]|prered] [context,
cmd| [info} [tutorialinfo} [stepxmp} [choice} [choptionhd] [chdeschd] [choption] chdesd, [stepresult), Jresulf
postred| [refsyn| [proptypehd| [propvaluehd| [propdeschd jproptype [propvalue, jpropdesd, [elosster
glossdef] juicontrol} [pt} [pd} [imagemap]|

topic [data] [titld shortdesd [desd, [p} [note] [ig] k1l [1i, fitemgroup], [dthd] [ddhd] [dd, dd, ffi stentr
draft-comment] |fn} [xref} [entry] pbstract] pody]|section} [example} [linkinfo} Juicontro]] imagemap

task data] [titld, phortdesd [desd, [p} [note] [iq] [s1i} [I fitemgroup], [dthd] [ddhd] [d4 [dd] [fig [ph [stentry]
draft-comment) [fn] [xref] [entry] labstract] [pody}|section] [examplé] [linkinfo} [prereq] |context} [em.
tutorialinfol |stepxmpl| [choicd, [choptionhd]| [chdeschd, [choption| |chdesd} [stepresult [result} fpostreq
uicontrol), [pt} [pd} imagemap)

concept data) [titld, fhortdesd [desd, [o} [notel [iq] Bl [l ftemerougd [dthdl [ddhd] [d4 [dd] [fig [ohl [stentry]
draft-commen |entrV labstract] body] |section| [examplél [linkinfol [conbody] [uicontrol @@
imagema

reference m m [shortdesd| |desd, H notel H m H itemgroup), [dthd} [ddhd] Icﬂ, H Ifl— Im
draft-comment} |fn] [xref] lentry] hbstract} [podvi[section] [examplé] [linkinfo} refsyn], [proptypehd]
propvaluehd| [propdeschd| [proptype] [propvaluel [propdesd |uicontrol|, df imagemap]|

glossary datal |titla, kshortdesd [desd, H notel H m H itemeroup), [dthd] [ddhd| Icﬂ, ldd, Ifi stentr
draft-comment] |fn| [xref] lentry] bibstract] [body][section] lexamplé] [linkinfol |conbody} [elosster Elossdeﬂ,
uicontrol| [pt] [pd} [imagemar)

Inheritance:

- topic/image

Attributes

Default
Name Description Data Type Value Required?
href The relative path or URL to the image. CDATA #IMPLIED Yes

The href attribute uses conventional URL
syntax to point to the resource:

href="../images/construction.gif"
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Name

Description

Data Type

Default
Value

Required?

longdescref

A reference to a textual description of the
graphic or object. This attribute supports
creating accessible content. It uses
standard href syntax. This may be a
reference to another DITA topic, or to a
non-DITA description. For examples of

how this attribute is used in output, see
this this topic on fong, desriptiond

CDATA

#IMPLIED

No

height

Indicates the vertical dimension for the
resulting image display. If necessary, the
image is scaled to the specified size. The
value of this attribute is a real number
optionally following by a unit of
measure from the set of pc, pt, px, in,
cm, mm, em (picas, points, pixels, inches,
centimeters, millimeters, and ems
respectively). The default unit is px
(pixels). Possible values include: "5",
"5in", and "10.5cm”. If a height value is
specified and no width value is specified,
the width will be scaled by the same
factor as the height. If both a height
value and width value are specified,
some implementations may not be able
to scale the two directions by a different
factor and may therefore ignore one of
the two values.

NMTOKEN

#IMPLIED

No

width

Indicates the horizontal dimension for
the resulting image display. If necessary,
the image is scaled to the specified size.
The value of this attribute is a real
number optionally following by a unit of
measure from the set of pc, pt, px, in,
cm, mm, em (picas, points, pixels, inches,
centimeters, millimeters, and ems
respectively). The default unit is px
(pixels). Possible values include: "5”,
"5in”, and "10.5cm”. If a width value is
specified and no height value is
specified, the height will be scaled by the
same factor as the width. If both a height
value and width value are specified,
some implementations may not be able
to scale the two directions by a different
factor and may therefore ignore one of
the two values.

NMTOKEN

#IMPLIED

No

align

Controls the horizontal alignment of an
image when placement is specified as
"break.” Allowable values
(processor-validated) are: left, right,
center, and current.

CDATA

#IMPLIED

No
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Default

Name Description Data Type Value Required?
scale Specifies a percentage by which to scale |NMTOKEN |#IMPLIED No
the image in the absence of any specified | whose value
image height or width; a value of 100 space is an
implies that the image should be unsigned
presented at its intrinsic size. If a value |integer
has been specified for this image’s height
or width attribute (or both), the scale
attribute is ignored.
placement Indicates whether an image should be (inline | inline No
displayed inline or separated from the break |
surrounding text. The processing default |-dita-use-

is inline. Allowable values are: inline or
break. Seel“Using tha
Ldita-use-conref-target value” on page
179 for more information on the conref
value.

Alternative text that describes the image |CDATA
to provide accessibility to page readers,
or provides a text description when an
image cannot be displayed by the user’s
software. The alt attribute is deprecated;
use the alt element instead.

conref-target)

alt (deprecated) #IMPLIED No

Y%univ-atts; (%select-atts;, A set of related attributes, described at parameter PE not Not
%id-atts;, ["%univ-atts;” on page 471| entity applicable applicable
Ylocalization-atts;)

%global-atts; (xtrf, xtrc) A set of related attributes, described at parameter PE not Not

[“%global-atts;” on page 466| entity

Common attributes described in["Other]
lcommon DITA attributes” on page 477

applicable applicable

class, outputclass, keyref

alt

The alt element provides alternate text for an image. It is equivalent to the alt attribute on the image
element; the attribute is deprecated, so the alt element should be used instead. As an element, alt
provides direct text entry within an XML editor and is more easily accessed than an attribute for
translation.

Example

The markup for alt text within an image looks like this:

<image href="tip-ing.jpg">
<alt>Here's a Tip!</alt>
</image>

Contains

Doctype Content model

( text data or [keyword|or [option| or [parmname| or [apiname| or [emdnamé| or [msgnum| or [varname|or
[wintitle] or [term| or |data| or data-about{or [foreign| or [unknown)) (any number)

ditabase,
topic, task,
reference,
concept
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Doctype Content model

map, ( text data or [keyword|or [term| or [data or [data-about or [foreign| or funknown) (any number)
bookmap

Contained by

Doctype Parents

bookmap,
map,
ditabase,
topic, task,
concept,
reference,

glossary

Inheritance:
- topic/alt

Attributes

Default
Name Description Data Type Value Required?

Y%univ-atts; (%select-atts;, A set of related attributes, described at parameter PE not Not
%id-atts;, ["%univ-atts;” on page 471| entity applicable applicable
Ylocalization-atts;)

%global-atts; (xtrf, xtrc) A set of related attributes, described at parameter PE not Not
[“%global-atts;” on page 466| entity applicable applicable

class, outputclass Common attributes described in[?Other]
lcommon DITA attributes” on page 477

object

DITA’s <object> element corresponds to the HTML <object> element.

The <object> element allows authors to include animated images, applets, plug-ins, ActiveX controls,
video clips, and other multimedia objects in a topic for rendering after transformation to HTML.

To support Flash animations and movies, the value swflash.cab is checked in the codebase attribute. That
enables the OBJECT tag in the HTML to display Flash objects in Intenet Explorer. The enable these to
display in browsers such as NetScape and FireFox, an EMBED tag is also added to the HTML. Note that
while the Embed tag is required to display these objects, the Embed tag is not in the XHTML 1.0
Transitional tag set.

Example

Output processors may need to modify data to enable compatible function across various browsers, so
these examples are only representative:

<p>Cutting the keys from the system unit:</p>

<object classid="c1sid:D27CDB6E-AE6D-11cf-96B8-444553540000"
codebase="http://download.macromedia.com/pub/shockwave/cabs/
flash/swflash.cab#version=6,0,0,0"

data="cutkey370.swf"
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type="application/x-shockwave-flash"

height="280"

width="370"

id="cutkey370">

<desc>A description of the task</desc>

<param name="movie" value="cutkey370.swf"/>

<param name="quality" value="high"/>

<param name="bgcolor" value="#FFFFFF"/>
</object>
<p>What's EIM?</p>
<object classid="c1sid:D27CDB6E-AE6D-11cf-96B8-444553540000"
codebase="http://download.macromedia.com/pub/shockwave/cabs/
flash/swflash.cab#version=6,0,0,0"

data="eim.swf"

height="400"
width="500"
id="eim">

<desc>Some great, glorious info</desc>

<param name="movie" value="eim.swf"/>

<param name="quality" value="high"/>

<param name="bgcolor" value="#FFFFFF"/>

<param name="pluginspace"
value="http://www.macromedia.com/go/getflashplayer"/>
</object>

Contains

Doctype Content model

ditabase, ( ([desd (optional) then ([param) (any number) then ([foreign] or funknowr)) (any number) )
topic, task,
reference,
concept,
glossary,
map,
bookmap

Contained by

Doctype Parents

ditabase datal |1_)|, noteHEl E fitemeroup, Id_d El stentry] ldraft-comment, If;l lentry]labstract, pody][section]

example, [conbody] [prereq] lcontexd [infol tutorialinfo), ktepxmp) [choice, [choptionhd] fchdeschd]
Chogtionl [chdesd] lstepresuld Jresuld, [postreq, [refsynl [proptypehd| [propvaluehd| [propdeschd, [elossdef]

topic datal |1_3|, note} fitemgroup), @ kstentry] [draft-comment, @ lentry] [abstract, pody] [section]
lpd|

example

task datal B, notel [lq} [li] fitemeroup @ ktentry} [draft-comment], El lentry]|abstract, [pody]|section]
example] [prereq] [context, [infd [tutorialinfol [stepxmp] [choicd, [choptionhd] jchdeschd] fchoption| [chdesd
stepresult), [result} [postreq}

concept datal Iﬂ, note] m E itemgroup), @ kstentry] [draft-comment, @ lentry][abstract, [pody][section]
lpd]

example} [conbodyj

reference datal H note} E H, fitemgrou m Ifl_gl kstentry] [draft-comment, @ lentry][abstract, [pody][section]

example] [refsyn| [proptypehd| [propvaluehd| fpropdeschd]

map, |datal Iﬂ, |notel Iitemgroupl @ lstentryl |draft—commenll, @ |entry|

bookmap
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Inheritance:

- topic/object

Attributes

Name

Description

Data Type

Default
Value

Required?

declare

When this attribute is set to declare, the
current object definition is a declaration
only. The object must be instantiated by
a later nested object definition referring
to this declaration.

declare

#IMPLIED

No

classid

Contains a URL that specifies the
location of an object’s implementation. It
can be used together with the data
attribute which is specified relative to the
value of the codebase attribute.

CDATA

#IMPLIED

codebase

Specifies the base path (a URL) used for
resolving the URL values given for
classid, data, and archive attributes. If
codebase is not set, the default is the
base URL of the current document.

CDATA

#IMPLIED

data

Contains a reference to the location of an
object’s data. If this attribute is a URL, it
is specified relative to the value of the
codebase attribute. If this attribute is set,
the type attribute should also be set.

CDATA

#IMPLIED

type

Indicates the content type for the data
specified by the data attribute. This
attribute should be set when the data
attribute is set to avoid loading
unsupported content types. Note that
this differs from the type attribute on
many other DITA elements.

CDATA

#IMPLIED
(No default

type)

codetype

Indicates the content type for the data
specified by the classid attribute. This
attribute should be set when the classid
attribute is set to avoid loading
unsupported content types. If this
attribute value is not set, the default is
the value of the type attribute.

CDATA

#IMPLIED

archive

Specifies a space-separated list of URLs
indicating resources needed by the
object. These resources may include
those URLs specified by the classid and
data attributes. Preloading these
resources usually results in faster
loadtimes for objects. The URLs in the
list should be relative to the URL
specified in the codebase attribute.

CDATA

#IMPLIED

standby

Contains a message to be displayed
while an object is loading.

CDATA

#IMPLIED
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Name

Description

Data Type

Default
Value

Required?

height

Indicates the vertical dimension for the
resulting object display. If necessary, the
object is scaled to the specified size. The
value of this attribute is a real number
optionally following by a unit of
measure from the set of pc, pt, px, in,
cm, mm, em (picas, points, pixels, inches,
centimeters, millimeters, and ems
respectively). The default unit is px
(pixels). Possible values include: "5",
"5in", and "10.5cm”. If a height value is
specified and no width value is specified,
the width will be scaled by the same
factor as the height. If both a height
value and width value are specified,
some implementations may not be able
to scale the two directions by a different
factor and may therefore ignore one of
the two values.

NMTOKEN

#IMPLIED

No

width

Indicates the horizontal dimension for
the resulting object display. If necessary,
the object is scaled to the specified size.
The value of this attribute is a real
number optionally following by a unit of
measure from the set of pc, pt, px, in,
cm, mm, em (picas, points, pixels, inches,
centimeters, millimeters, and ems
respectively). The default unit is px
(pixels). Possible values include: "5",
"5in”, and "10.5cm”. If a width value is
specified and no height value is
specified, the height will be scaled by the
same factor as the width. If both a height
value and width value are specified,
some implementations may not be able
to scale the two directions by a different
factor and may therefore ignore one of
the two values.

NMTOKEN

#IMPLIED

No

usemap

Indicates that a client-side image map is
to be used. An image map specifies
active geometric regions of an included
object and assigns a link to each region.
When a link is selected, a document may
be retrieved or a program may run on
the server.

CDATA

#IMPLIED

name

Defines a unique name for the object.

CDATA

#IMPLIED

tabindex

Position the object in tabbing order.

NMTOKEN

#IMPLIED

longdescref

A reference to a textual description of the
graphic or object. This attribute supports
creating accessible content. It uses
standard href syntax. This may be a
reference to another DITA topic, or to a
non-DITA description. For examples of

how this attribute is used in output, see
this this topic on

CDATA

#IMPLIED
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Default

Name Description Data Type Value Required?
Y%univ-atts; (%select-atts;, A set of related attributes, described at parameter PE not Not
%id-atts;, [‘%univ-atts;” on page 471] entity applicable applicable
Y%localization-atts;)
%global-atts; (xtrf, xtrc) A set of related attributes, described at parameter PE not Not

[“%global-atts;” on page 466 entity applicable applicable
class, outputclass Common attributes described in[*Other]

lcommon DITA attributes” on page 477

param

The parameter (<param>) element specifies a set of values that may be required by an <object> at
runtime. Any number of <param> elements may appear in the content of an object in any order, but must
be placed at the start of the content of the enclosing object. This element is comparable to the XHMTL

<param> element.

Example

See |“object” on page 102.]

Contains

Doctype

Content model

ditabase,
topic, task,
reference,
concept,
glossary,
map,
bookmap

no content

Contained by

Doctype Parents

bookmap,
map,
ditabase,
topic, task,
concept,
reference,

glossary

Inheritance:
- topic/param

Attributes

Name

Description

Data Type

Default
Value

Required?

name

The name of the parameter.

CDATA

#REQUIRED

Yes
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Name

Description

Data Type

Default
Value

Required?

value

Specifies the value of a run-time
parameter specified by the name
attribute.

CDATA

#IMPLIED

No

valuetype

Specifies the type of the value attribute.
Allowed values are:

A value of data means that the
value will be evaluated and
passed to the object’s
implementation as a string.

data

ref A value of ref indicates that the
value of valuetype is a URL that
designates a resource where
run-time values are stored. This
allows support tools to identify
URLs that are given as
parameters.

A value of object indicates that
the value of valuetype is an
identifier that refers to an object
declaration in the document.
The identifier must be the value
of the ID attribute set for the
declared object element.

object

CDATA

#IMPLIED

No

type

This attribute specifies the content type
of the resource designated by the value
attribute only in the case where valuetype
is set to “ref”. This attribute specifies for
the user agent the type of values that
will be found at the URI designated by
value. Note that this differs from the
type attribute on many other DITA
elements.

CDATA

#IMPLIED
(No default

type)

Y%univ-atts; (%select-atts;,
%id-atts;,
%localization-atts;)

A set of related attributes, described at
[“%univ-atts;” on page 471|

parameter
entity

PE not
applicable

Not
applicable

%global-atts; (xtrf, xtrc)

A set of related attributes, described at
[“%global-atts;” on page 466|

parameter
entity

PE not
applicable

Not
applicable

class A common attribute described in f’Otheﬂ
lcommon DITA attributes” on page 477
pre

The preformatted element (<pre>) preserves line breaks and spaces entered manually by the author in the

content of the element, and also presents the content in a monospaced type font (depending on your

output formatting processor). Do not use <pre> when a more semantically specific element is appropriate,

such as <codeblock>.
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Example

<pre>

MEMO: programming team fun day

Remember to bring a kite,

softball glove, or other favorite

outdoor accessory to tomorrow's fun day outing at Zilker Park.

Volunteers needed for the
</pre>

Contains

dunking booth.

Doctype

Content model

ditabase, ﬁ text data or hﬁ 0

=

codeph| or |synph| or [filepath| or

or [userinpu
or [xref] or [cit

or systemoutpuf or oror
or [g| or |boolean| or [state] or

[unknown) (any number)

topic, task, or [t] or |sup| or |sub| or [uicontrol or [menucascadé or fter

reference, [keyword| or |option| or [parmname| or fapiname| or |cmdname]| or [msgnum| or [varname| or [wintitle| or @

concept or |draft-comment| or [required-cleanup| or Ifﬂl or [indextermref] or [indexterm| or |[data or [data-about| or
[foreign| or [unknownl) (any number)

map, ( text data or m or terml or |xref| or m or El or poolean| or [state| or [keyword] or I?n‘ or Eraft—commenﬂ

bookmap or frequired-cleanup| or @ or [indextermref] or [indexterm)| or |data| or |[data-about| or [foreign| or

Contained by

Doctype Parents
ditabase desd [p] lnotd, [ig] [ii] fitemgroup] [stentry) [draft-comment} |fn] lentry} [abstract} [body}|section],
example) [linkinfo conbody][prereq| fcontexd, finfd| futorialinfof [stepxmp}, fchoicef choptionhd} [chdeschd
choption} [chdesd] [stepresult [resuld, [postred, frefsyn|, [proptypehd} [propvaluehd} [propdeschd} fpropdes
glossdeﬂ, @
topic desd [p] [notd] fiq] [ii] fitemgroup} [stentry] [draft-comment] |fn} [entry} [abstract] [podyj [section]
example} [linkinfol [pd]
task desd [p] [notd, [iq} [ii] fitemgroup} [dd] [fig] Etentry] [draft-comment] [fn] [entry] [abstract} [pody] [section]
example] |linkinfol prereg} context} [info} [tutorialinfo} |stepxmp] [choice} |choptionhd] [chdeschd]
choption| [chdesd] lstepresult] fresuld, [postreq, @'
concept desd H note) H E litemeroup| m lstentry] [draft-comment] E lentry][abstract] [body] [sectionl,
xample [linkinfol fconbod
reference desd 