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Cult members' bodies that lay in mounds around Jonestown's pavilion have 

mine whether any of those who sur-
vived may have committed criminal 
acts. 

Three inquests related-  to the Jones-
town tragedy are under way. 

The first, at Matthew's Ridge, about 
35 miles from Jonestown, will offi-
cially determine the causes of death 

of the 909 persons whose remains 
were found here a month ago. This 
will allow authorities in the United 
States to issue death certificates for 
the bodies taken by military airlift to 
Dover, Del., Air Fbrce Base. 

The other inquests will determine 
whether two Peoples Temple mem-
bers charged with murder and at-
tempted murder should be brought to 
trial in connection with their alleged 
roles in the Port Kaituma killings and 
the deaths of four members of the 
Peoples Temple who were found in 
Georgetown with their throats slashed 
shortly •after the suicide-murder at 
Jonestown. 

Meanwhile, a federal grand jury in 
San'  rancisco has been impaneled to 
determine whether a conspiracy to 
kill Ryan extended beyond Guyana to 
the United States. 

Early next year the House Interna-
tional Affairs Committee will investi-
gate whether the State Department 
and the U.S. Embassy in Georgetown 
were derelict in their efforts to un-
cover what the real conditions were at 
Jonestown. 

It appears that the Rev. Jim Jones 
and the Peoples Temple will not fade 
from memory soon. Trials here and  

possibly in the United States, the con-
gressional investigation and the un-
ending details that continue to fasci-
nate much of the world ensure that 
the Jonestown tragedy will remain 
alive for months, if not years, to 
come. 

The central questions—whether 
Jones ordered Ryan killed, why he or-
dered his own followers poisoned and 
why so many of the 909 who died ap-
parently did so willingly—may, never 
be answered completely. 

But a host of related questions, such 
as Jones' flirtation with the Soviet 
Embassy here, his ties to the Guya-
nese government and the culpability, 
if any, of those who escaped the sui-
cide-murder rite, will probably even-
tually be put to rest. 

For the past month, a bizarre rela- 

tionship has existed in Georgetown 
among those who survived, in one way 
or another, Jones' final desparate 
hours. 

Twelve of those who left Jonestown 
with Ryan, known locally and abroad 
as "the defectors," continue in limbo 
at the Park Hotel. Several of them 
have testified as material witnesses to 
the killings at Port Kaituma and theY 
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been flown to the United States. 

are expected to be allowed to leave 
Guyana this week. 

Five Peoples Temple members who 
escaped the suicide-murder rite, ei-
ther immediately before it began pr 
while it was under way, continue to 
live at the same hotel, unsure whether 
the Guyanese intend to charge them 
with a crime or whether they eventu-
ally will be let go. 

The defectors are hardlY willing to 
talk to the escapees, believing that • 
they are still loyal to Jones, even 
though he is dead. The escapees fear 
that if they are repatriated to the 
United States, they may be killed by , 
irate relatives of persons who died at 
Jonestown. 

Meanwhile, a third group, now num-
bering about 20, continues to live at 
the Peoples Temple headquarters in 
Georgetown, where they were the day 
Ryan was murdered and Jonestown 
was consumed by cyanide. Most of 
those still at the Georgetown house 
were among the elite when Jonestown 
was functioning and some of the de-
fectors have charged that, this gfcitip 
is the most dangerous of all. 

In this group is the Jonestown bas-
ketball team, which some defectors 
have said was composed of tedified ' 
marksmen whom they believe may re-
turn to the United States.determined 
to kill "enemies" of the. Temple, 
whom they blame for destroyfng it. 

None of these groups fully trusts 
the others, reflecting the paranoia 
that consumed Jim Jones at the end. 
All of them know, as Tim Carter, one 
of the escapees said the other night, 
that "Jonestown will haunt us all un-
til we die." 


