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Conservation Colorado turns conservation 
values into real change for Colorado.

The Conservation Scorecard provides an 
overview of the 2019 legislative session and 
the environment. In it you will find factual, 
nonpartisan information on the priorities of the 
conservation community and a record of how 
each member of the state legislature voted on 
those priority bills that affect Colorado’s land, 
water, climate, and communities.

2019
Conservation 

Scorecard

You care about Colorado’s environmental legacy.

DO YOUR LEGISLATORS?
Find out how your elected officials voted, and see 
how well their votes align with your conservation 
values. Then call or write to your legislators and 
let them know that you’re paying attention to their 
environmental scores!
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Colorado’s 2019 legislative session was historic by any measure. From climate action and clean energy 
to oil and gas reforms to protections for our lands, water, and wildlife, this session was one for the 
record books. But the policy advancements we celebrate in this year’s Conservation Colorado legislative 
scorecard began even before the first day of session.

You — our volunteers, members, and supporters — made a difference. You organized, advocated, and 
educated your fellow Coloradans. You made time to make your voice heard when it mattered most. And 
because of you, we have a pro-conservation trifecta in the state House, state Senate, and governor’s 
office.

This year, the Colorado legislature passed commonsense policies that were years in the making with 
strong, bipartisan support. What led to this fundamental change? Leadership. Our pro-conservation 
trifecta made all the difference. 

At a time when the stakes could not be higher, this new leadership has important consequences. It is 
clearer than ever that elections matter. And, most importantly, Colorado is better positioned to address 
issues like climate change, oil and gas, transportation, and water than we were last year. That’s why this 
year, dozens of conservation bills were passed and signed by the governor.

Our victories on these issues will protect the Colorado we love.
So take a minute to look over this scorecard - see how your legislators voted and how key issues were 
addressed. The successes of this past year would not have been possible without your voice.

For Colorado,

Kelly Nordini
Executive Director
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OVERVIEW
You — our volunteers, members, and supporters — made 
our victories possible in the 2019 legislative session. 

By the Numbers
18,566 872 12,648 233
emails to 

legislators
volunteers
took action

calls to
legislators

citizen 
volunteers 
testified

�� Climate & Clean Energy: Poor air quality, extreme 
weather, and other increasing impacts of climate 
change are threatening what we love most about 
our state. Colorado’s leaders made tremendous 
steps in moving our state closer to a just and 
equitable clean energy future by working to pass 
a suite of nationally leading climate and clean 
energy policies.

�� Oil & Gas: For years, industry profits—not public 
health—were regulators’ required top priority 
when it came to oil and gas development in 
Colorado. This year, the legislature fought for 
increased safety of our communities and the 
environment and to hold the industry accountable. 
The legislature passed sweeping and historic oil 
and gas reforms, ensuring that health and safety 
always come first.

�� Transportation: Vehicle emissions are one of 
the largest sources of air pollution in our state, 
making it harder for Coloradans—especially 
frontline communities—to breathe and lead 
healthy lives. Colorado’s leaders worked this 
year to electrify Colorado’s transportation fleet 
and improve our air.

�� Lands, Water, & Wildlife: From city parks to 
mountain peaks, Coloradans’ love for our 
outdoors runs deep. But our wild places 
and cascading waters contribute more than 
recreation opportunities, they’re the lifeblood 
of our economies, communities, and Colorado 
way of life. This year the legislature passed a 
collection of policies that will preserve our lands 
and waters for generations.

Issue Areas
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CLIMATE & CLEAN ENERGY
Colorado’s 2019 legislative session will go down in history as one of 
the most transformative for climate action of any state in the nation.

Bill Descriptions
HOUSE BILL 1261
THE CLIMATE ACTION PLAN

Dramatically reducing carbon pollution is key to Colorado 
swiftly acting on climate change and doing our part to leave a 
healthy environment for future generations. Colorado’s Climate 
Action Plan puts our state on a path towards a zero-carbon 
future by setting science-based targets to reduce Colorado’s 
carbon pollution 26 percent by 2025, 50 percent by 2030, and 
90 percent by 2050 relative to 2005 levels.

Bill Sponsors: Representatives KC Becker and Dominique 
Jackson, Senators Faith Winter and Angela Williams
House Vote: Passed 41-23 | Senate Vote: Passed 18-16
Signed by the Governor: May 30, 2019

Pro-Environment Vote | YES

HOUSE BILL 1231 
ENERGY AND WATER EFFICIENCY STANDARDS

Efficiency standards drive innovation while saving Coloradans 
money and reducing pollution. This bill sets new energy and 
water efficiency standards for many household appliances sold 
in our state, benefitting Colorado consumers, businesses and 
our environment. They are some of the strongest standards in 
the nation. 

Bill Sponsors: Representatives Meg Froelich and Cathy Kipp, 
Senators Pete Lee and Kevin Priola 
House Vote: Passed 40-24 | Senate Vote: Passed 21-14
Signed by the Governor: May 30, 2019

Pro-Environment Vote | YES

HOUSE BILL 1260
ENERGY EFFICIENT BUILDING CODES

With new development comes new opportunities to utilize 
the most efficient technology available. And with Colorado’s 
rapid growth, that can mean big energy savings for residents 
and municipalities. This bill updates the minimum energy 
code for the construction of buildings so that new homes built 
in Colorado will be more efficient when it comes to heating, 
cooling, and power usage.

Bill Sponsors: Representatives Cathy Kipp and Alex Valdez, 
Senators Faith Winter and Kevin Priola 
House Vote: Passed 41-22 | Senate Vote: Passed 24-10
Signed by the Governor: May 30, 2019

Pro-Environment Vote | YES

HOUSE BILL 1314
               PROMOTING A JUST TRANSITION
As Colorado makes its transition to a carbon-free economy, we 
must ensure the communities and workers most affected by these 
economic changes are not left behind. This bill addresses the needs 
of workers and communities transitioning toward a clean energy 
future by creating the first state office of just transition in the nation 
as well as setting up the opportunity for grants, workforce training, 
and other re-employment programs to individuals and communities 
currently dependent on the coal industry.

Bill Sponsors: Representatives KC Becker and Rochelle Galindo, 
Senators Faith Winter and Kerry Donovan
House Vote: Passed 40-24 | Senate Vote: Passed 19-16
Signed by the Governor: May 30, 2019

Pro-Environment Vote | YES

SENATE BILL 236 
PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION REFORM

The largest source of carbon pollution in our state comes from 
generating electricity. This bill will help Colorado’s Public Utilities 
Commission—the regulatory body responsible for determining 
which resources to use to power Colorado’s grid — drastically 
reduce these emissions by directing utilities in the state to generate 
more carbon-free electricity and consider the “social cost” of 
carbon when planning future energy projects. This cost, which 
measures the dollar value of long-term damage caused by carbon 
pollution, will allow utilities to evaluate the significant economic, 
health, and environmental benefits of continuing to invest in clean 
energy projects.

Bill Sponsors: Senators Leroy Garcia and Stephen Fenberg, 
Representatives Chris Hansen and KC Becker
House Vote: Passed 40-24 | Senate Vote: Passed 20-15	
Signed by the Governor: May 30, 2019 
Pro-Environment Vote | YES
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Colorado’s 2019 legislative session will go down in history as one of the most 
transformative for climate action of any state in the nation.

Our elected leaders delivered on their commitments to Colorado voters. More than a dozen 
bills to protect our climate and drive clean energy deployment were passed this session.

This leadership was in direct response to Colorado’s independent voters who selected 
“energy and the environment” as the most important issue in their choice for governor in 
2018.

The new policies that our leaders passed include:
•	 Economy-wide climate targets of reducing carbon pollution at least 26 percent by 2025, 	

50 percent by 2030, and 90 percent by 2050;
•	 Strong safeguards in our new climate policies to address lower-income, rural, and 

disproportionately impacted communities;
•	 Establishing the first “just transition” office in the country;
•	 Support for utilities, municipalities, and other entities to move towards 100 percent clean 

electricity;
•	 A consideration for the “social cost of carbon” when utilities plan for the future;
•	 Direction to state regulators to reduce methane pollution in oil and gas production; and
•	 Some of the highest appliance energy and water efficiency standards in the country.

Thanks to you, Colorado is a leader for the nation once again on fighting climate change.

NATIONAL 
POLICY 
LEADERSHIP
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OIL & GAS
Sometimes a single bill reshapes a policy landscape. Such is the case 
with the 2019 legislative session’s landmark oil and gas bill, Senate Bill 
181, Colorado’s comprehensive oil and gas reforms.

Bill Description
SENATE BILL 181
COMPREHENSIVE OIL AND GAS REFORMS

Year after year, Colorado’s oil and gas regulations fell behind 
the pace of development, leaving our communities and 
environment to suffer the consequences. These landmark 
reforms put the health and safety of workers, residents, and 
our environment ahead of oil and gas industry profits.

Bill Sponsors: Senators Stephen Fenberg and Mike Foote, 
Representatives KC Becker and Yadira Caraveo
House Vote: Passed 36-28 | Senate Vote: Passed 19-16
Signed by Governor: April 16th, 2019

Pro-Environment Vote | YES

6
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Thanks to the visionary leadership of our pro-conservation trifecta, Colorado law now:
•	 Refocuses the mission of the Colorado Oil and Gas Conservation Commission to 

prioritize health, safety, and the environment over industry profits;
•	 Empowers local governments to have a stronger say by clarifying basic 

powers such as zoning and noise limitations and allowing local oversight and 
enforcement of operations;

•	 Addresses the growing climate, air, water, and wildlife impacts of oil and gas 
development across the state including increasing regulations for methane (a 
dangerous air pollutant that is a significant contributor to climate change); and

•	 Better protects property owners from forced pooling. 
The bill’s provisions were nearly a decade in the making, comprised of the 22 bills that were 
defeated in recent years because of industry opposition.
This year, that all changed. Today, Coloradans can breathe easier knowing that our state is 
on track to put the health and safety of workers and residents, as well as protections for our 
environment, ahead of oil and gas industry profits.

BREAKING
THE LOGJAM 



8 ConservationCO.org

TRANSPORTATION
Our state’s transportation system is a central part of everyday life, as 
Coloradans travel not just to work but to the mountains and other landscapes 
to escape and play. And as Colorado continues to grow and invest in our 
transportation system, we have an opportunity to reconsider how we connect 
our state.

Bill Descriptions
HOUSE BILL 1159
ELECTRIC VEHICLE TAX CREDITS

Colorado is one of the best states in the country to buy an electric 
vehicle thanks to tax credits that make them more affordable. This 
bill extends these tax credits to 2025, continuing to help Coloradans 
save money on fuel, transform our economy, and clean up our air.

Bill Sponsors: Representatives Sonya Jaquez Lewis and Matt Gray, 
Senator Jessie Danielson
House Vote: Passed 40-25 | Senate Vote: Passed 20-14
Signed by the Governor: May 31, 2019

Pro-Environment Vote | YES

SENATE BILL 77
ELECTRIC VEHICLE INFRASTRUCTURE

Getting more electric vehicles on the road—be they buses, trucks, 
or cars—is crucial to reducing carbon pollution and accelerating 
Colorado’s transition to a clean energy future. This bill expands 
Colorado’s electric infrastructure by allowing utility companies 
to own and operate charging stations as part of their regulated 
services, making electric vehicles more accessible to everyday 
Coloradans, and cleaning up air pollution, which disproportionately 
impacts frontline communities. 

Bill Sponsors: Senators Kevin Priola and Angela Williams, 
Representative Chris Hansen
House Vote: Passed 39-26 | Senate: Passed 20-15
Signed by the Governor: May 31, 2019

Pro-Environment Vote | YES

7
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Transportation is a key cause of air pollution because vehicles emit dangerous toxins 
like ozone, nitrous oxides, and volatile organic compounds. This pollution affects 
frontline communities – including young people, the elderly, and communities of color 
– the most. And, transportation is the number-one source of carbon pollution in the 
country. 

In 2019, Colorado’s leaders took major steps to clean up our transportation system. 
The year began with Governor Polis issuing his first executive order, which will result 
in more electric vehicles on the road as well as funding from the VW settlement to go 
towards cleaner buses. And our legislature passed a suite of important transportation 
policies, including funding for multimodal transportation infrastructure, allowing 
utilities to invest in electric vehicle infrastructure, and making electric vehicles 
cheaper to purchase. Together these policies will help all Coloradans breathe easier. 

While Colorado has previously been called one of the best states in which to own, 
drive, or ride in an electric vehicle, now it’s even better. 

CHARGING 
AHEAD 
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LANDS, WATER & WILDLIFE
A whopping 70 percent of Colorado voters consider themselves to be 
“conservationists,” and so they expect their elected officials to protect 
the places they love. 

Bill Descriptions
HOUSE BILL 1026
SUPPORTING COLORADO PARKS AND WILDLIFE
Colorado has a long history of leadership in natural 

resource management and outdoor recreation thanks in large part 
to agencies like Colorado Parks and Wildlife (CPW). But without 
adequate authorities, regulations that protect our lands and wildlife 
are hard to enforce. For CPW it has been at least 15 years — and 
in some cases, decades — since many of the agency’s fines have 
been adjusted. This bill updates CPW’s fine structure to discourage 
illegal activity, ensuring responsible recreation and ecosystem 
health for all Coloradans. 

Bill Sponsors: Representatives Marc Catlin and Julie McCluskie, 
Senators Donald Coram and Kerry Donovan
House Vote: Passed 51-13 | Senate Vote: Passed 23-12
Signed by the Governor: June 3, 2019

Pro-Environment Vote | YES

HOUSE BILL 1264
CONSERVATION EASEMENT IMPROVEMENTS
Colorado’s lands are central to our outdoor heritage and 

recreation economy, and conservation easements that protect 
private lands play an important role in preserving the state we love. 
This measure supports further conservation of the open spaces, 
waterways, and wildlife habitat that define our state by extending 
and improving upon Colorado’s conservation easement program.

Bill Sponsors: Representatives Dylan Roberts and James Wilson, 
Senators Faith Winter and Kerry Donovan
House Vote: Passed 50-14 | Senate Vote: Passed 30-5
Signed by the Governor: June 3, 2019

Pro-Environment Vote | YES

HOUSE BILL 1050
WATER SAVINGS THROUGH XERISCAPING
In Colorado’s dry climate, we need increased water 

conservation, more flexible water management, and better 
protections to secure our water future. This bill promotes water-
efficient landscaping while ensuring that property managers 
and managers of park districts and open space adhere to water 
conservation requirements.

Bill Sponsors: Representative Brianna Titone, Senators Kevin 
Priola and Faith Winter
House Vote: Passed 45-19 | Senate Vote: Passed 25-9
Signed by the Governor: March 7, 2019

Pro-Environment Vote | YES

HOUSE BILL 1113
MINING REFORM
More than 1,600 miles of Colorado’s rivers are polluted 

from toxic mining pollution and runoff. This bill ensures that 
Colorado’s water and communities are protected from future 
environmental and economic impacts of hard-rock mining by 
requiring hard-rock mining companies to prove they can pay 
to treat polluted water prior to operating a new mine. It also 
eliminates the practice of self-bonding, which put taxpayers on 
the hook for mining pollution. 

Bill Sponsors: Representatives Dylan Roberts and Barbara 
McLachlan, Senator Kerry Donovan
House Vote: Passed 46-18 | Senate Vote: Passed 22-13
Signed by the Governor: April 30, 2018

Pro-Environment Vote | YES

HOUSE BILL 1218
INSTREAM FLOWS
More than one in ten Americans—some 40 million 

people—depend on water from the Colorado River Basin. This 
bill would have helped keep our rivers and streams healthy 
and flowing while meeting our water needs by allowing more 
water to stay in them via expansion of Colorado’s incredibly 
successful “instream flow” program. 

Bill Sponsors: Representative Dylan Roberts, Senator Kerry 
Donovan
House Vote: Passed 41-22 | Senate Vote: Failed in Agriculture 
and Natural Resources Committee

Pro-Environment Vote | YES
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This year, the Colorado legislature passed commonsense lands, water, and wildlife 
policies that were years in the making with strong, bipartisan support. 

One of the best examples of this was a bill to protect our rivers and streams from 
mining pollution. Legislators had tried to pass this bill previously, but continued 
to run into roadblocks. And, a bill to better protect private lands with conservation 
easements had seen compromise in previous years but this year a strong bill passed. 

In 2019 under pro-conservation leadership, several key lands, water, and wildlife 
policies became law. And these bills were often passed with the support of legislators 
whose districts are reliant on these issues as economic drivers. 

OUR COLORADO
WAY OF LIFE
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Arndt, Jeni (D) HD 53 100% 97% 4

Baisley, Mark (R) HD 39 0% 0% 0

Becker, KC (D) HD 13 100% 100% 5

Beckman, Susan (R) HD 38 0% 5% 2

Benavidez, Adrienne (D) HD 32 100% 100% 2

Bird, Shannon (D) HD 35 100% 100% 0

Bockenfeld, Rod (R) HD 56 15% 15% 0

Buck, Perry (R) HD 49 0% 6% 6

Buckner, Janet (D) HD 40 100% 100% 3

Buentello, Bri (D) HD 47 85% 85% 0

Caraveo, Yadira (D) HD 31 100% 100% 0

Carver, Terri (R) HD 56 15% 22% 4

Catlin, Mark (R) HD 58 23% 29% 2

Coleman, James (D) HD 7 100% 100% 2

Cutter, Lisa (D) HD 25 100% 100% 0

Duran, Monica (D) HD 22 100% 100% 0

Esgar, Daneya (D) HD 46 85% 95% 3

Exum, Tony (D) HD 17 100% 100% 2

Froelich, Meg (D) HD 3 100% 100% 0

Galindo, Rochelle (D) HD 50 100% 100% 0

Garnett, Alec (D) HD 2 100% 100% 4

Geitner, Tim (R) HD 19 0% 0% 0

Gonzales-Guitierrez, Serena (D) HD 4 100% 100% 0

Gray, Matt (D) HD 33 100% 100% 2

Hansen, Chris (D) HD 6 100% 100% 2

Herod, Leslie (D) HD 8 92% 97% 2

Hooton, Edie (D) HD 10 100% 100% 2

Humphrey, Stephen (R) HD 48 0% 9% 6

Jackson, Dominique (D) HD 42 100% 100% 2

Jaquez Lewis, Sonya (D) HD 12 100% 100% 0

Kennedy, Chris (D) HD 23 100% 100% 2

Kipp, Cathy (D) HD 52 100% 100% 0

Kraft-Tharp, Tracy (D) HD 29 100% 97% 6
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Landgraf, Lois (R) HD 21 8% 17% 6

Larson, Colin (R) HD 22 8% 8% 0

Lewis, Kimmi (R) HD 25 0% 3% 2

Liston, Larry (R) HD 64 15% 16% 2

Lontine, Susan (D) HD 16 100% 100% 4

McCluskie, Julie (D) HD 61 100% 100% 0

McKean, Hugh (R) HD 51 15% 18% 2

McLachlan, Barbara (D) HD 59 100% 100% 2

Melton, Jovan (D) HD 41 100% 100% 6

Michaelson Jenet, Dafna (D) HD 30 100% 100% 2

Mullica, Kyle (D) HD 34 100% 100% 0

Neville, Patrick (R) HD 45 8% 9% 4

Pelton, Rod (R) HD 65 23% 23% 0

Ransom, Kim (R) HD 44 8% 9% 4

Rich, Janice (R) HD 55 31% 31% 0

Roberts, Dylan (D) HD 47 100% 100% 1

Saine, Lori (R) HD 63 0% 8% 6

Sandridge, Shane (R) HD 14 0% 0% 1

Singer, Jonathan (D) HD 11 100% 99% 7

Sirota, Emily (D) HD 9 100% 100% 0

Snyder, Marc (D) HD 18 100% 100% 0

Soper, Matt (R) HD 54 17% 17% 0

Sullivan, Tom (D) HD 37 100% 100% 0

Tipper, Kerry (D) HD 28 100% 100% 0

Titone, Brianna (D) HD 27 92% 92% 0

Valdez, Alex (D) HD 5 100% 100% 0

Valdez, Donald (D) HD 62 92% 96% 2

Van Winkle, Kevin (R) HD 43 9% 15% 4

Weissman, Mike (D) HD 36 100% 100% 2

Will, Perry (R) HD 57 38% 38% 0

Williams, Dave (R) HD 15 0% 3% 2

Wilson, James (R) HD 60   15% 15% 0
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Bridges, Jeff (D) SD 26 100% 100% 2

Cooke, John (R) SD 13 8% 26% 4

Coram, Don (R) SD 6 50% 37% 8

Court, Lois (D) SD31 100% 98% 10

Crowder, Larry (R) SD 35 50% 42% 5

Danielson, Jessie (D) SD 20 100% 98% 4

Donovan, Kerry (D) SD 5 100% 98% 4

Fenberg, Steve (D) SD 18 100% 100% 2

Fields, Rhonda (D) SD 29 100% 99% 8

Foote, Mike (D) SD17 100% 100% 0

Garcia, Leroy (D) SD 3 92% 95% 6

Gardner, Bob (R) SD 12 8% 25% 2

Ginal, Joann (D) SD 14 100% 100% 6

Gonzales, Julie (D) SD 34 100% 100% 0

Hill, Owen (R) SD 10 8% 16% 6

Hisey, Dennis (R) SD 2 17% 17% 0

Holbert, Chris (R) SD 30 0% 17% 8

Lee, Pete (D) SD 11 100% 99% 8

Lundeen, Paul (R) SD 9 8% 5% 7

Marble, Vicki (R) SD 23 0% 8% 6

Moreno, Dominick (D) SD 21 100% 97% 6

Pettersen, Brittany (D) SD 22 100% 100% 6

Priola, Kevin (R) SD 25 64% 46% 6

Rankin, Bob (R) SD 8 33% 30% 6

Rodriguez, Robert (D) SD 32 100% 100% 0

Scott, Ray (R) SD 7 17% 23% 8

Smallwood, Jim (R) SD 4 0% 11% 2

Sonnenberg, Jerry (R) SD 1 9% 17% 12

Story, Tammy (D) SD 16 100% 100% 0

Tate, Jack (R) SD 4 25% 28% 4

Todd, Nancy (D) SD 28 100% 97% 14

Williams, Angela (D) SD 33 100% 98% 8

Winter, Faith (D) SD 24 100% 100% 4

Woodward, Rob (R) SD 15 8% 8% 0

Zenzinger, Rachel (D) SD 19 100% 100% 4
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“We are a part of everything that is 
beneath us, above us, and around us. 
Our past is our present, our present 
is our future, and our future is seven 
generations past and present.”

— Winona LaDuke
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Stay Informed:
Support
Conservation Colorado

Follow us on Twitter, Facebook & Instagram.

TAKE ACTION!
Now you know the score,

Tell your legislators that you value Colorado’s air, land, water, 
and people — and urge them to continue their leadership or 
change their ways. Check our website to learn more about how 
to get involved: ConservationCO.org.

@ConservationCO
ConservationColorado
@ConservationColorado

Donate
Become a Member
Attend an Event
Write a Letter
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