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Papers of 

Frederic A. Delano 

1812 - 1959 

Accession Numbers: 51-32, 5i,-1, 65-6, 69-5 

'The "JUgonac" Diaries were received at the Library in 1950 
from Catherine Delano Grant and Laura Delano Houghteling, daughters 
of Frederic A. Delano. In August 1950 Catherine Delano Grant also 
gave the Library a volume of condolences received by the Delano 
farnily on the death of Laura F. Delano, Mr. Delano's sister, in 
188i,. The remainder was given to the Franlclin D . Roosevelt Library 
by Laura Delano Houghteling in July 1953 and October 1964. Literary 
property rights have not been donated to the United States Govern­
ment. 

Quantitv: 12 linear feet (approximately 24,000 pages) 

Restr i ctions: None 

RelatC'ri Material: Correspondence with Frederic A. Delano may be 
fo<md in the papers of Eleanor Roosevelt and Franklin D. 
n')osevel t and in the Delano Family Papers. The Delano Family 
I ':tp8rs and the Roosevelt Family Papers include material con­
cerning other members of the Delano family. 



Frederic Adrian Delano, Franklin D. Roosevelt's uncle, was born 
in Hong Kong, China on September 10, 1863. His father, Warren 
Delano 11, Vias at that time a partner in the shipping firm of Russell 
and Company based in that city. A few years later the Delano family 
returned to "Algonac", the family home near Newburgh, New York and 
Delano spent much of his childhood there. 

After graduating from Harvard University in 1885, Frederic A. 
Delano began a railroad career as an apprentice machinist with the 
Chicago Burlington and Quincy Railroad. He eventually became General 
Manag'"r of that company, serving in that position from 1901 through 
1904. In 1905 he VIas named president of the Wabash Railroad; in 
Janua:ry 1911, he assumed the presidency of the Monon Railroad. Resign­
ing that position on August 10, 1914, he accepted appointment to a 
six-year term on the Federal Reserve Board. In 1918 he resigned as 
Vice-Chairman of the Board and entered the army as a Major in the U.S. 
Enginc,ering Corps. He served as director of transportation a ~ Paris, 
France, attaining the rank of Colonel. In 1921 the United States 
Government awarded him ·the Distinguished Service Medal for his wartime 
serviCe. 

l11e .supreme Court of the United States named Wtr. Delano as 
Receiver in the Red River Boundary Case (Oklahoma v. Texas) in April 
1920 and he served in that capacity until the court issued its final 
decreE, on June 1, 1925. 111e following December he was appointed 
Presiri,)nt of the League of Nations Commission of EnquiI"J into Produc­
tion (,1' Opium in Persia. In 1926 the Commission visited Persia to 
surv, ','! the local econollW with ·the aim of proposing a financial 
subst: l.llte for the production of opium. 

''''('"deri.c A. Delano also had a deep interest in the field of city 
plann i riC; and was a member of the Chicago Plan Commission during his 
resh!!'fiCe in that city prior to 191!... After moving to WaShington in 
thQt yr:ar he became inVOlved in many planning activities in the 
Distrj G't of Columbia. President Coolidge appointed him President of 
the thtional Capital Park and Planning COllllnission in ].927. In 1933 
Franklin D. Roosevelt named him Chairman of the National Resources 
Plann i.n!'; C o!fL'lliss ion , a position that he held for ten years. He also 
serv'"Q as PreSident of the American Planning and Civic Association 
f' OT a [lumber of years. 

:,1'1'. Delano gave much of his t.lme to CJ.VJ.C affairs throughout his 
1if,,' Eo:: served as a Regent of tho:; SmIthsonian Institl~tion and a 
tl'U8t,,~~~ of thE: Carnegie lnsLltntion and a180 had interests in a number 
of ot.hfjr organizations. He was the author of' many articles on sub­
,icc:ts d i.verse as railroad transportation, monetary policy) and city 
plQnning. He died in Washington on March 28, 1953 at the age of 89. 



The papers include correspondence, memoranda, reports, family 
diaries, ship's logs, maps, blueprints, memorabilia, printed and 
processed material, newspaper clippings, and scrapbooks. They are 
arranged in six series, as follows: 

Containers 

1 - 9 

10 - 18 

19 - 22 

Series 

I. SUBJECT FILE, 1904-1950 

Correspondence, memoranda, reports, maps, blueprint.s, 
memorabilia, printed and processed material, arranged 
alphabetically by. subj ect . Newspaper clippings and 
scrapboolm are filed at the end of the series. Mate-
rial relates to various civic organizations that 
Frederic A. Delano was associated with and to issues 
of interest to him, such as city planning -- especially 
in Washington, D.C. and NewbJTgh, New York, railroads 
and transportation, monetary policy, and Delano family 
affairs. 

II. RED RIVER BOUNDARY CASE, 1920-1928 

A small file of correspondence relating to the 
boundary dispute between Oklahoma and Texas, in which 
Frederic A. Delano served as receiver of the disputed 
territor.)'. Two volumes of Supreme Court documents 
concerning the case, a typewritten "History of the 
Receivershipt! in three volumes) and tYro volumes of 
photographs, mainly of the oil lands in question. 
"The Red River Boundary Dispute" by VI. Clayton 
Carpenter, 1925. 

III. LEAGUE OF NATIONS COlIMISSION OF ENQUIRY INTO 
PRODUCTION OF OPIm~ IN PERSIA, 1925-1927 

Correspondence of Frederic A. Delano as Presi-
dent of the Commission; also letters written to his 
wife from Geneva. Vlorking papers of the CommiSSion, 
including agenda, minutes, reports, memoranda, drafts, 
and printed materials. Diaries of their visit to 
Persia in 1926 by Delano and Archibald MacLeish, his 
personal pr Ivate secretary. Scrapbooks and memorabilia. 
Arranged according to ciubj eet. 



Container 

23 - 2L, 

25 - 26 

27 - 44 

Serj es 

IV. SPEECHES jlJW WRITINGS, 1887-19L,O's 

Speeches, articles, and letters to nevlspapers 
written by F'rederic A. Delano, arranged chronologi­
cally. Subjects covered include railroads, urban 
planning, and monetary policy. 

V. ESTATE PAPERS 

Correspondence, newspaper clippings and articles, 
and financial papers relating to the death of Frederic 
A. Delano in 1953 and the settlement of his estate, 
kept by Laura Delano Houghteling, daughter of ]<'rederic 
A. Delano and co-executrix of his ,[lill. Arranged 
alphabetically by subject. 

VI. FAMILY PAPERS, 1812-ca .1925 

Correspondence of various Delano family members, 
including Frederic A. Delano's Sister, Sara, and 
father, Viarren Delano II, arranged aphabetically by 
correspondent and thereunder chronologically. Condo­
lences on the death of his sister, Laura F. Delano, 
1884. Journal kept by Catherine R. Delano, Frederic 
A. Delano's mother, on a voyage from New Yorlc to Hong 
Kong on the clipper Surprise, 1862. Also diaries 
k8pt at "Algonac" by Catherine and Warren Delano. and 
other family members, 1829 to ca .1925. Newspaper 
clippings and scrapbooks compiled by various· family 
members and logs of the Philippe de la Noye, a whaler 
o\'ffied by the Delano family, 1848-1855. Related mate­
rial may be found in the Delano Family Papers and the 
Roosevelt Family Papers. The Library also has a log 
of the Surprise, 1862.,1863. 



I . SUBJECT FILE 

Container 

1 

2 

3 

4 

Contents 

Alaska 
r'Algonac ,r 

"Algonac": Appraisal, 1939 
Algonquin Park, Newburgh, N.Y. 
American Federation of Arts 
American Planning and Civic Association 
Balm Tree, Balmville, New York 
Baltimore Harbor Bridge 

Banking Reforms, Gold Standard, Economics 
Brookings Institution 
"Buffalo Hunt" (Bronze Statuarj by H.K. Bush-Bro.m) 
Calendar Reform 
Carnegie Endowment for Internat' onal Peao'€; 
Carnegie Institution 
Chicago 
China Defense Supplies 
Choiseul Family 
Christmas Cards, Postcards and Invitations 
Clubs 
Coal 
COlllTIlission on Industrial Relations 

Delano Family Matters (including clipp:ings and geneQ;­
logical material) 

Diamond Ranche (VJyoming) 
Dimock, Ivlrs. Henry F. - The George Washington Memorial 

Building 
District of Columbia 
Fairhavo;n and New Bedford, Massachusetts 
Federal Reserve Board 
Franklin D. Roosevelt Library 
Freer Bequest (to Smithsonian Institution) 

Handkerchief Map of Washington, D.C. 
Harvard University 
Harvard University Conunittee on Regional Plmming 
Investors' Equity Company 
Jakobsen, Hans 
LaBelle Cnsl" (Fred A. LaBelle, Youngstown, Ohio) 
Ljbrary of Congres3 
Lippman, V!altGI' (F .A.D.' s reply to column of ;f1.l1y 18, 1935) 

, 



I. SUB·JECT FILE - continued 

Contalner 

4 
(con' t) 

5 

6 

7 

8 

s' 

Contents 

Llambias House, St. Augustine, Florida 
Locomotive Patent 
Medals; Honorary Memberships 
Mineral Exploration Company 
Miscellaneous 
Mississippi River Transportation 
Mount Desert Island, Maine 
National COlm.cil for Prevention of War 
New Boston Land Company 

Newburgh and Mid-Hudson River Valley Historical Matters 
Newburgh and Orange County Planning Matters 
Pacific Coast Trip, 1935 
Politics - Post Offices 
Public Appointments 
Railroads (2 folders) 
Roosevelt, Franklin D. 

Russell Sage Foundation 
Samuel Russell Company (Russell and Company) 
Smithsonian Institution (2 folders) 
Stable Money Association 
Stock Certificates 
TennGssee Valley Authority 
Trees in the District of Columbia and Elsewhere 
Tunnel UndGr Decatur St. Property 
Unemployment Relief 
Vinton Colliery Company 

Warren Delano Portrait by Charles .L. Elliott (1852) 
Washington Monu.rnent 
Washington Property (S Street) 
Washington's Headquarters (2049 M Street) 
World War I Papers 
Yucatan Visit, 1932 

Newspaper Clippings 
Scrapbook re Franklin D. Roosevelt 

Scrapbook - General 
Scrapbook rc World War I 



II . RED RIVER BOUNDllRY CASE 

Container 

10 

11 

12 

13 

lLt 

15 

16 

17 

18 

Contents 

Red River Boundary Case Correspondence, 1923-1928 
Red River Botmdary Case - Supreme Court Documents, 

2 volumes 
"Order Instructing Receiver", June 7, 1920 
"TI1irteenth Report of Receiver", January 13, 1925 
"Fourteenth Report of Receiver", April 16, 1925 
"The Red River Boundary Dispute" by VI. Clayton 

Carpenter [1925] 

Oklahoma v. Texas, History of the Receivership, 
Vol. I 

Oklahoma v. Texas, History of the Receivership, 
Vol. II 

Oklahoma v. Texas, Hi.story of the Receivership, 
Vol. III 

Oklahoma v. Texas, History of the Receivership, 
Vol. I (copy 2) 

Oklahoma v. Texas, History of the Receivership, 
Vol. II (copy 2) 

Oklahoma v. Texas, History of the Receivership, 
VOl. III (copy 2) 

Red River Boundary Case - Photographs (album) 

Red River Boundary Case - Photographs (album) 

III. LEAGUE OF W\.TIONS COMMISSION OF ENQmI'l.Y INTO PRODUCTION OF 
OPIUM IN PERSIA 

19 Correspondence (General) 
Correspondence, Frederic A. Delano to Matilda P. Delano, 1926 
Agenda of Meetings 
Memoranda and Reports 
Repo:ct by Jewell B. Knight, Agricultural Expe.ct 



III. LE..Il.GUE OF NeUIONS COMMISSION OF' INQUIRY INTO PRODUCTION OF 
OPIUM IN PFJlSIA - con"tinued 

Container 

20 

21 

22 

Contents 

Report "to Council - Drafts 
Report to Council - Delano Draft 
Report to Council - MacLeish Draft 
Report to Council - "Trial Balloons" 
Report to Council - Chapter III 
Report to Council Chapter IV 
Report to Council Cavara Sections 
Report to Cou.'lcil - Final Corrected Copy 
Frederic A. Delano's Log of Persian Trip 
Archibald MacLeish's Diary of Persian Trip 
Memorabilia 

League of Nations Printed Documents 

Printed Material re Persia 
Material on Opium Traffic in India 
Two Scrapboolcs with reports, correspondence, and 

memoranda 

IV. SPEECHES AND VIRITING3 

2 :' 

2/; 

Speeches and Writings, 1887-1919 

Speeches and Writings, 1920-1940' s and Undated 
Addresses and Reports (Bound volume) 

V .K3TATE PAPERS 

25 

;26 

"Algonac'! - Sale of 
"Algonac" Diaries 
Appraisal - F.A.D.' s Viashi.ngton Property (19L,4) 
Delano, Frederic A. - "}J\y Personal Fi.le Before 

His Death" 
Delano, Frederic A. - Clippings, Tributes, Obituaries 
Guimont, Tercide 
FurniGhi.ngs Accoturt 
Honghtel:ing Cnrre3ponr1r.'nce y,,"i,th F::unil~r rc F .,1\..D. 18 'liill 

Inventories and Appraisals 
Sales 
Shipp Lng Charges 



" 

VI. FARITLY PAPERS 

Contain()r 

27 

23 

29. 

Contents 

Copy of Correspondenc" between Amasa Delano and 
John Quincy Adams, 181'1 

Correspondence - Edward Delano (F.A.D.' s \.illele) 
to Family, 184'1 

Letterpress Gopi es (with transcripts) of corre­
sponden"f" from Fred"r:i.ck A. Del<"no (Warren 
Dolano II's brother) to his family, 1838-1844 

Photostats of correspondence from Joseph C. Delano 
(Warren Delano II's cousin) to family members, 
1812-HH8 

Correspondence (with transcripts) - Sara Ddano 
(F.A.D.'s sister) to her family, 186:3-'1877 

Correspondence - Warren Delano II and Franklin H. 
Delano (his brother) to Capt. Joseph C. 
Delano (their cousi.n), 1833-1837 

Transcripts of Letters from Warren DelaIlO II to 
members of Russell and Co. during the Opium 
War, 18/,0-18/,1 

Correspondence - Viarren Delano II to hi.o father, 
Warren Delano, 18/,3; 186!, 

Correspondence - William Delano to [Warren Delano II? J, 1845 
Correspondence between Warren Pe1ano II and. P . S. 

Forbes, 1857-1858 
Notes by Warren De1imo II on U.S. Sea Trade, [1877] 
Correspondence between Warren Delano II and R. B. Forbes, 1879 
Correspondence - l'Iarl'en Delano II to Frederic A. 

Delano, 1876-1891 
Correspandf:nce - Anni.e Delano Hitch (F .A.D.' s sister) 

to Eleanor Blodgett, 18?Cl 
Condolenees on the (](oath of Laura F. Delano (F .A.D.' s 

sister), lClS!, 
Journal lcept by Gu.therine n. Delano (I{,rs .. l'Iarren 

Delano II) on vO'Jage from Ntm York to Hong Kong, 
1862, on the clippGr Surprise 

Frederic A. Delano's Autobiographical Sketch, 
Algonac, July 5, 1941. Donated by F.D. Grant, Jr. 

"Algonac Diary", January 1869-September 1870 

"Algonac Diary") Octob(,r 1870-August 1872 

IIAlgonac Dio.ryll J S'~ptemb(;r 1872-S2j/t.em'o!·":T .U~?5 

IIAlgonac Diarylt, October lS't:i-J anual'Y lEY/') 



VI. FAMILY PAPERS - continued 

Con·~a:in8r 

29 (con't) 

30 

31 

32 

33 

34 

35 

36 

37 

38 

39 

ContentfJ 

"Algonac Dlary", January 1879-Janu;)r'J 1882 

TrAlgonac Diary II ) J"anuary 1882-0ctoter 18.15 

ItAlgonac Diaryll, Aus:rust lS85-Januar-y 1889 

rrAlgonac Diary II , January 1889-Januar'J 1393 

"Algonac Diary", January 1893-Apri.l Hl96 

"Algonac Diary", May 1896-0ctober 1900 

"Algonac Diary", November 1900-Septernber 1905 

"Algonac Diary II , October 1905-Deceraber 19(,'9 

"Algonac Diary", January 1910-December 1911- .30 J ..... }'> e 1<'11,/ 

"Algonac Diary", July 1914-ca .1925 
Scrapbook kept.by Annie Delano Hitch, 1833-1916 
Clippings and MemorabUia (Apparently kept by 

Edward Delano), ca. Hl50-1875 
Scrapbook kept by Edward Dt..~lD.no 

Scrapbook with mat-corta1 roe Warren Delano IT. ca .1840-1898 
Two Scrapbooks kept by Dora Delano Forbes 

Log of the Philippe de Ia rJ..c:E'?, 18!,8-1852 

Log of the Philippe d(;: 1<:-1 Noye, le52-1B5:5 


