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GOVERNOR WENDELL R. ANDERSON
STATE OF THE STATE ADDRESS

To THE 68TH SESSION
OF THE LEGISLATURE OF MINNESOTA

JANUARY 16, 1974

MR. SPEAKER, MR. PRESIDENT, MEMBERS OF

~ THE MINNESOTA LEGISLATURE, JUDGES OF THE MINNESOTA
SUPREME COURT, DISTINGUISHED GUESTS, AND FELLOW CITIZENS
OF MINNESOTA:

YESTERDAY YOU RECONVENED FOR THE FINAL
WEEKS OF THE 68TH LEGISLATIVE SESSION THAT BEGAN MORE
THAN A YEAR AGO0.

~ THIS IS NOT THE BEGINNING OF YOUR
DELIBERATIONS,

- NOR WILL THEY END IN THESE FEW WEEKS.

"FOR THE WORK YOU TAKE UP AGAIN TODAY IS THE
CONTINUATION OF A NEW APPROACH TO THE LEGISLATIVE
PROCESS IN MINNESOTA, A RECGGNITION THAT RESPONSIVE
GOVERNMENT REQUIRES OUR CONSTANT ATTENTION.
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YOU ARE NOT ASSEMBLED HERE AFTER MONTHS
OF REST, BUT AFTER MONTHS OF HARD WORK,

THE TIMES DEMAND THAT KIND OF DEVOTION,

| IT WOULD BE EASY TO BE DISCOURAGED TODAY,
FOR THIS IS A DARK AND FRUSTRATING TIME.

MANY AMERICANS ARE PESSIMISTIC., MANY
AMERICANS ARE LOSING FAITH--NOT JUST IN GOVERNMENT,
BUT IN NEARLY ALL THE INSTITUTIONS OF OUR -ECONOMIC
AND POLITICAL SYSTEM.

THAT IS NOT DIFFICULT TO UNDERSTAND,
FOR MOST, IT IS A STRUGGLE JUST TO MEET THE PAYROLL,
OR PAY ALL THE BILLS AND MAKE ENDS MEET. NINE OUT -
OF TEN AMERICANS BELIEVE THEY WILL BE WORSE OFF NEXT

~ YEAR THAN THEY ARE NOW.

THEY DO NOT BELIEVE GOVERNMENT--OR ANY
INSTITUTION--WILL HELP.

STILL IN THE AFTERMATH OF A SENSELESS WAR,
 THEY NOW SEE THE BLATANT MISUSE OF POWER IN OUR
NATIONAL PUBLIC LIFE.
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IT IS TEMPTING TO CALL THIS CRISIS NATIONAL--
FOR IT IS, BUT WE DARE NOT USE THAT FACT AS AN EXCUSE.
WE MUST NOT EVADE OUR OWN RESPONSIBILITY, OR SQUANDER OUR
OPPORTUNITY TO HELP THE NATION FIND ITS WAY.

‘SO THE QUESTION BEFORE US TODAY IS WHAT WE
CAN DO IN MINNESOTA INM THESE FINAL LEGISLATIVE WEEKS TO
ADDRESS THESE PROBLEMS AND TO BRING BACK CONFIDENCE.
THAT QUESTION COMES AT A TIME WHEN WE ARE FACED BY THE
MOST FRUSTRATING SINGLE ELEMENT OF THE CRISIS.

OUR OVERPOWERING CCHNCERN CONTINUES}TO BE
THE SHORTAGE OF ENERGY. g

WE STILL LACK BASIC INFORMATION THAT WE
KNOW WE CAN RELY ON.

THE FACTS SEEM TO CHANGE ALMOST EVERY DAY
ON ANY PART OF THE PROBLEM YOU MIGHT ASK ABOUT.

AFTER ALL THIS TIME, THE MAGNITUDE OF THE
~ PROBLEM RANGES FROM ZERO TO DISASTER, DEPENDING ON WHO
IS DESCRIBING IT AT THE MOMENT.

CONGRESSMAN JOHN ZWACH EXPRESSED THE
"FRUSTRATION OF ALL OF US WHEN HE SAID LAST WEEK:

'hI GET AS MANY CONMFLICTING REPORTS AS
ANYBODY ELSE. WE HAVE TO RELY TOO MUCH ON OIL COMPANIES.
I THINK THEY TELL US WHAT THEY WANT TO TELL.”
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‘OUR FEDERAL ENERGY COORDINATOR, BILL SIMON,
HAS ORDERED A FEDERAL AUDIT OF SUPPLY INFORMATION AMONG
THE OIL COMPANIES. IT IS THE ONLY WAY, HE SAYS, TO
FIND OUT THE TRUTH ABOUT SUPPLIES AND PRICE INCREASES.

TWO WEEKS AGO, IN THE NEW YORK TIMES,
ANTHONY LEWIS FELT THE CRISIS WAS SO CRITICAL THAT HE
CALLED FOR A PROGRAM TO PUT ALL OUR MOTORISTS ON BUSES
AND BICYCLES, | ,

BUT ON THE VERY SAME PAGE OF THE SAME
NEWSPAPER ON THE SAME DAY, CHRISTOPHER RAND SAID THERE WAS
NO CRISIS AT ALL, PLENTY OF ENERGY FOR EVERYBODY. HIS
 ARTICLE WAS HEADLINED “OIL, OIL EVERYWHERE."

AS WE ADDRESS THE ENERGY PRIORITY IN THIS
LEGISLATIVE SESSION, THERE ARE NO PROVEN MODEL PROGRAMS
FOR STATES TO INSTALL. BUT WE DO KNOW SEVERAL TRUTHS

~ HERE IN MINNESOTA.

o WE HAVE BEEN INCREDIBLY WASTEFUL AS INDIVIDUALS
AND A NATION,

WITH SIX PERCENT OF THE WORLD'S POPULATION, WE
CONSUME MORE THAN A THIRD OF THE WORLD'S ENERGY EACH YEAR.

THERE IS ANOTHER TRUTH: OUR AMERICAN LOVE
AFFAIR WITH THE AUTOMOBILE HAS STARVED MASS TRANSIT,
. BLINDED US WHILE THE RAILROADS ABANDONED THIS COUNTRY,
AND CRIPPLED INTERCITY BUS SERVICE, |
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WE ARE OVERLY DEPENDENT ON THE AUTOMOBILE,
IN THIS STATE, THERE ARE NEARLY TWO AUTOMOBILES IN
OPERATION FOR EACH FAMILY,-

TCO MANY DRIVE CARS WHEN IT'S NOT NECESSARY.
TOO MANY STUDENTS DRIVE SHORT DISTANCES TO SCHOOL.
T00 MANY PEOPLE STILL CHOOSE TO DRIVE ALONE.

BUT EVEN THESE TRUTHS ARE NOT THE WHOLE STORY.
OUR CRISIS IS NOT DUE TO WASTE ALONE.

DURING NOVEMBER OF 1972, APPROXIMATELY
177 MILLION GALLONS OF GASOLINE AND 133 MILLION GALLONS
OF HEATING OIL WERE SOLD IN MINNESOTA. ONE YEAR LATER,
IN NOVEMBER OF 1973, THE NUMBER OF GALLONS SOLD WAS JUST
ABOUT THE SAME.

| BUT NOT THE PRICE PER GALLON. THAT WAS UP --
50 PERCENT FOR HEATING OIL AND 30 PERCENT FOR GASOLINE.
AND THOSE PRICES ARE STILL RISING.

LAST YEAR, 1200 SERVICE STATIONS CLOSED THEIR
- DOORS. LADIES AND GENTLEMEN, THAT'S 1200 IN MINNESOTA,
NOT AMERICA, ALMOST ALL SMALL INDEPENDENT BUSINESSMEN.

BUT NOT EVERYBODY HAS BEEN SUFFERING., THE
PROFITS OF THE MAJOR INTERNATIONAL OIL COMPANIES FOR
JUST THE THIRD QUARTER OF 1973 ALONE WERE UP AS MUCH
. AS 91 PERCENT OVER THE YEAR BEFORE.
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SO PROFITS ARE UP AND COMPETITION IS
DOWN, I DON'T BELIEVE THAT WAS DONE TO HELP US THROUGH
THE WINTER. |

THAT IS ANOTHER TRUTH WE KNOW.

| WE ALSO KNOW THAT SOME WILL TRY TO USE
THE ENERGY SHORTAGE AS AN EXCUSE TO ABANDON OUR EFFORT
TO PROVIDE A CLEANER ENVIRONMENT FOR OUR CHILDREN.

THAT IS NOT THE ANSWER, AND WE WILL NOT LET
IT HAPPEN. | |

" ONE FURTHER TRUTH: OUR PEOPLE HAVE
ALREADY SHOWN THAT THEY ARE WILLING TO HELP AND SACRIFICE--
IF IT’S REALLY NEEDED AND EVERYBODY DOES IT TOGETHER.

THESE ARE ALL FACTS WE CAN_RELY UPON.

o AND SO OUR GOALS IN MINNESOTA ARE CLEAR
AND ESSENTIAL:

- IT IS OUR JOB AS A STATE TO PROTECT OUR
- PEOPLE WITH ALL THE STRENGTH WE HAVE. |

IT IS OUR JOB TO KEEP OUR PEOPLE WORKING AND
OUR FARMERS FARMING.

IT IS OUR JOB TO PRESERVE THE ABILITY OF
~ INDUSTRY AND SMALL BUSINESS-TO SUPPORT A STRONG MINNESOTA
ECONOMY |
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AND IT IS OUR JOB AS A STATE TO PAY MORE
THOUGHTFUL ATTENTION TO THE FUTURE, TO STOP WASTE AND
MAINTAIN THE FRAGILE ENERGY BALANCE THAT SUPPORTS
OUR PROSPERITY AND OUR QUALITY OF LIFE,

WE NEED INFORMATION, WE NEED TO MAKE
OURSELVES HEARD IN WASHINGTON. WE NEED TO DEVELOP A
STATE ENERGY POLICY.

AND TO ACHIEVE THOSE THINGS, WE HAVE
NOWHERE TO TURN BUT TO OURSELVES. |

THAT IS WHY I RE-EMPHASIZE MY SUPPORT
TODAY FOR THE CREATION OF A DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY, AS
‘PROVIDED IN LEGISLATION AUTHORED BY REPRESENTATIVE
WILLARD MUNGER AND SENATORS ALEC OLSON AND WIN BORDEN,
I AM GRATEFUL FOR THE LEADERSHIP THEY ARE PROVIDING.

WE NEED A STRONG, VISIBLE, PERMANENT AGENCY
TO DEVELOP INFORMATION AND RECOMMEND POLICY. WE MUST
GIVE IT SOME AUTHORITY OVER THE GROWTH AND CONSERVATION
‘OF ENERGY SUPPLIES IN OUR STATE. IT MUST DRAW TOGETHER
* THE EXPERT KNOWLEDGE AND EFFORTS OF ALL OUR GREAT
PUBLIC AND PRIVATE INSTITUTIONS.

f URGE THE PASSAGE OF THIS LEGISLATION,
WE MUST GET ON WITH THE -JOB.
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WE MUST ALSO RESPOND TO THE FEDERAL
LEGISLATION REQUIRING SPEED LIMITS THAT DO NOT EXCEED
55 MILES PER HOUR ON OUR STATE HIGHWAYS. AND AS
MORE FEDERAL REQUIREMENTS ARE SET, WE HAVE A CONTINUING
RESPONSIBILITY. TO COOPERATE.

IT IS ALSO ESSENTIAL TO GIVE OUR SCHOOL DISTRICTS
THE FLEXIBILITY THEY NEED TO ADJUST TO ENERGY CONSERVATION
PRACTICES AND MEET SHORTAGES THAT MAY DEVELOP, AND WE
NEED TO CLARIFY THE AUTHORITY OF OUR STATE EXECUTIVE
COUNCIL TO DEAL WITH EMERGENCIES.

FINALLY, WE MUST TAKE DIRECT STEPS TO
REDUCE OUR EXCESSIVE RELIANCE ON THE AUTOMOBILE.

WE MUST GET PEOPLE OUT OF AUTOMOBILES,

BUT THAT MEANS GETTING AS MANY PEOPLE AS
POSSIBLE INTO COMMUNITY TRANSIT SYSTEMS, NOT ONLY IN
THE TWIN CITIES METROPOLITAN AREA, BUT ALL ACROSS THE
STATE.,

WE CANNOT ACCOMPLISH THAT IN A SINGLE
WEEK, BUT WE CANNOT ACCOMPLISH IT AT ALL WITHOUT
PROVIDING MORE STATE SUPPORT

THE BASIC ISSUE IS WHETHER WE SHOULD
USE STATE FUNDS TO IMPROVE PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION
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ONLY 54 PERCENT OF MINNESOTA’S POPULATION
IS CONCENTRATED IN THE 13 COMMUNITIES WITH MASS TRANSIT
SYSTEMS. THE OTHER 46 PERCENT DO NOT HAVE SUCH
TRANSPORTATION AVAILABLE TO THEM,

NOW WHY SHOULD SENATOR ROGER MOE FROM ADA,
OR DICK FITZSIMONS FROM ARGYLE, OR REPRESENTATIVE
NEIL HAUGERUD FROM WAY DOWN IN PRESTON SUPPORT STATE
FUNDS FOR TRANSIT FOR CITY FOLKS?

| THEIR PEOPLE ARE NOT SERVED BY COMMUNITY
TRANSIT. SOME WOULD ARGUE THAT THEIR DISTRICTS WILL
NOT BENEFIT.

BUT IT WILL. I'LL TELL YOU WHY.

,‘ - BECAUSE YOU WANT THOSE CITY DRIVERS TO
~STOP USING THEIR CARS.

IF YOU WANT TO CONVINCE A DRIVER IN ST. PAUL
OR ST. CLOUD CR ROCHESTER OR MOORHEAD OR MANKATO OR
DULUTH TO TAKE THE BUS TO WORK OR SCHOOL OR JUST DOWNTOWN,
- THERE MUST BE SERVICE THAT IS INE(P[VSIVE CONVENIENT,
AND COMFORTABLE

THAT' S hOT THE WAY IT IS TODAY,
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~ YOU CAN'T EXPECT PEOPLE TO GIVE UP THEIR
CARS TO RIDE ON BUSES THAT HAVEN'T BEEN BUILT, ALONG
ROUTES THAT DON'T EXIST: TAKE TRAINS THAT ARE NO
LONGER IN SERVICE ON ROADBEDS THAT ARE NO LONGER SAFE.

AND SO THEY DRIVE THEIR CARS.

EVERY GALLON OF GASOLINE THEY USE IN
THOSE CARS IS NOT AVAILABLE FOR YOUR TRACTORS, FARM
IMPLEMENTS, AND TRUCKS TO PLANT AND CULTIVATE THE
CROPS AND TAKE THE HARVEST TO MARKET,

IT IS A GALLON OF GASOLINE THAT WASN'T
SAVED FOR A TRIP TO A MINNESOTA RESORT COMMUNITY.

IT IS A GALLON OF GASOLINE THAT CAN'T BE
USED TO BRING MERCHANDISE TO A SMALL-TOWN MINNESOTA
~ STORE, | |

BUT IF WE DON'T USE THAT GASOLINE IN OUR
~ CARS, THERE'S A BETTER CHANCE IT WILL'BE THERE FOR
FARMS AND FACTORIES AND BUSINESSES,

THAT IS WHY T URGE YOU TO PROVIDE
$6 MILLION OF STATE FUNDS TO IMPROVE COMMUNITY TRANSIT
OPERATIONS THROUGHOUT MINNESOTA, AND EXPLORE THE
POSSIBILITY OF DEVELOPING THEM WHERE THEY DO NOT EXIST.
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) THIS STRONG COMMITMENT TO IMPROVING
COMMUNITY TRANSIT OPERATIONS IS A MAJOR STEP WE CAN
TAKE IN THIS SESSION TO CHANGE THE WAY WE LIVE IN A
SOCIETY WHERE ENERGY CONSERVATION IS ABSOLUTELY
ESSENTIAL,

NOT JUST FOR THIS WINTER OR THE NEXT
EIGHTEEN MONTHS. BUT FOR THE FORSEEABLE FUTURE.

IN ADDITION, I AM RECOMMENDING.ONCE
AGAIN THAT YOU GIVE FINAL APPROVAL TO SENATOR ALEC
OLSON AND.REPRESENTATIVE IRV ANDERSON'S $20C MILLION
HIGHWAY AND TRANSIT BONDING BILL. IT NOT ONLY
PROVIDES $80 NILLION FOR COMMUNITY TRANSIT: IT
ALSO PROVIDES $120 MILLION TO HELP UPGRADE UNSAFE
RURAL HIGHWAYS.

TﬂERE ARE NO MAGIC BUTTCNS FOR STATE
GOVERNMENTS TO PRESS. IF WE DO ALL OF THESE.THINGS,
THE ENERGY CRISIS WILL NOT DISAPPEAR}V

| BUT THEY ARE A NECESSARY START, AND NOW
- IS THE TIME TO BEGIN.
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THE SHORTAGE OF ENERGY IS FRUSTRATING
AND INCONVENIENT AND THREATENING. BUT IT IS ALSO
AN OPPORTUNITY TO IMPROVE THE REAL STANDARDS OF OUR
LIVING, TO STRENGTHEN THE PATTERN OF OUR LIVES.

I KNOW HOW DIFFICULT IT MAY BE IN THE
MONTHS AND YEARS AHEAD. BUT IN THE LONG RUN, WE WILL
BE A STRONGER STATE AND NATION AND A BETTER PEOPLE
AS A RESULT OF FACING UP TO THE ENERGY CRISIS.

WE WILL BE LESS WASTEFUL AND MORE SAVING.

THE QUALITY OF OUR ENVIRONMENT WILL
IMPROVE.,

WE HAVE ANOTHER COMMITMENT TO KEEP BEFORE
THIS SESSION ENDS,

EVERYONE HAS BEEN SADDENED AND EMBARRASSED
BY THE REVELATIONS OF ARROGANCE AND ILLEGAL ACTIVITY
ON THE NATIONAL LEVEL THAT HAVE BROKEN OVER US DURING
THE PAST MONTHS.

NO OTHER DEVELOPMENT HAS BEEN SO RESPONSIBLE
FOR UNDERMINING OUR FAITH.

EVERYONE IN THIS CHAMBER--FROM WHATEVER
POLITICAL PERSUASION--HAS BEEN CHEATED BY THESE EVENTS.

R R A e MO S VL B SRS
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EVERYONE HERE KNOWS THAT WE CANNOT CAST
ASIDE THEIR IMPLICATIONS,

T0 THE PEOPLE OF THIS STATE WHO ARE
LISTENING TO US TODAY, I WANT TO EMPHASIZE THIS POINT,

WE HAVE ALL READ A GREAT DEAL ABOUT THIS
NATIONAL TRAGEDY. BUT I HAVE BEEN IN POLITICS AND
GOVERNMENT FOR MORE THAN SIXTEEN YEARS.

AND I KNOW THE MINNESOTA REPUBLICAN PARTY
IS NOT LIKE THAT. THE MINNESOTA DEMOCRATIC-FARMER-LABOR
PARTY IS NOT LIKE THAT,

THE MEN AND WOMEN WHO PARTICIPATE IN
POLITICS, IN POLITICAL PARTIES, AMD IN GOVERNMENT IN
MINNESOTA ARE NOT LIKE THAT.

MINNESOTA IS NOT LIKE THAT. NCT IN THE PAST,
NOT IN THE PRESENT, AND, GOD WILLING, NEVER IN THE FUTURE{

BUT WE HAVE BEEN FLIRTING WITH DISASTER
FOR YEARS IN MINNESOTA AS WELL AS THE NATION,

FOR AS I SAID HERE A YEAR AGO, THE WAY WE
ARE FORCED TO FINANCE OUR ELECTION CAMPAIGNS IS A DEADLY
CANCER INFECTING OUR FREE ELECTIOW SYSTEM.
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THIS STATE OF OURS HAS PRODUCED MORE THAN
ITS SHARE OF PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATES AND NATIONAL
LEADERS IN PUBLIC LIFE.

WE ARE THE NATION'S MODEL IN SO MANY WAYS,

NOW WE MUST EXERT NATIONAL LEADERSHIP IN
REFORMING THE ELECTION PROCESS AS WELL.

THAT MEANS REALISTIC LIMITS ON CAMPAIGN
SPENDING.

~IT MEANS MANDATORY DISCLOSURE OF CONTRIBUTIONS. -

'IT MEANS MOVING TOWARD BROAD BASED PUBLIC
SUPPORT THROUGH THE $1.00 CHECK OFF SYSTEM.
IT MEANS A TOUGH AND IMPARTIAL ETHICS
~ COMMISSION TO GIVE THE MOST CAREFUL ATTENTION TO THE
'SUPERVISION OF ELECTIONS AND THE POLITICAL ACTIVITIES
OF ELECTED OFFICE HOLDERS.

THE LEGISLATION BEING CARRIED BY SENATORS
NORTH AND KEEFE AND REPRESENTATIVE TOM BERG IS BEFORE
You,

NO ONE CLAIMS IT IS PERFECT OR THAT IT
SHOULD BE EXEMPT FROM REASONABLE DEBATE.
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BUT WE DO KNOW THAT THE MAJOR THRUST OF THIS
LEGISLATION IS BOTH ESSENTIAL AND OVERDUE.

ITS DEFEAT WOULD BE INTOLERABLE.

THE PEOPLE OF MINNESOTA WILL NOT ACCEPT
EXCUSES. AND THEY SHOULD NOT. THERE IS TOO MUCH AT STAKE.

WE MUST GIVE OUR ATTENTION TO OTHER IMPORTANT
LEGISLATION AS WELL.

I HAVE A PREJUDICE.

[ BELIEVE THAT PRIDE IN HOME OWNERSHIP IS
ONE OF THE GREAT STRENGTHS OF OUR SOCIETY. HOME
OWNERSHIP SUPPORTS THE QUALITY NEIGHBORHOODS OUR CHILDREN
DESERVE, | |

) NEARLY 72 PERCENT OF OUR MINNESOTA HOMES
‘ARE OWNED BY THOSE WHO LIVE IN THEM.

PEOPLE WHO OWN THEIR HOMES HAVE A STAKE IN
THEIR NEIGHBORHOODS AND THEY .KNCW IT.

YET THIS CORNERSTONE OF OUR QUALITY OF LIFE
IS BEING THREATENED. OCRDINARY CITIZENS FIND IT DIFFICULT
AND OFTEN IMPOSSIBLE TODAY TO BUY NEW HOMES OR EVEN
IMPROVE THE HOMES IN WHICH THEY ARE LIVING., FEDERAL
ASSISTANCE DOES NOT BEGIN TO MEET THIS PROBLEM,
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THAT IS WHY TWO MONTHS AGO SENATE MAJORITY
LEADER COLEMAN AND HOUSE SPEAKER SABO JOINED ME IN
PROPOSING A NEW HOUSING REHABILITATION PROGRAM.

A LARGE PORTION OF OUR MINNESOTA
RESIDENCES ARE IN NEED OF REPAIR. THE PROGRAM WE ARE URGING
YOU TO PASS WILL PROVIDE $100 MILLION IN REVENUE BONDS
FOR SMALL HOUSING IMPROVEMENT LOANS AT LOW INTEREST RATES.

THERE IS ANOTHER IMPORTANT MATTER ON WHICH
TIME IS RUNNING OUT.

IT WAS WIDELY PREDICTED LAST JANUARY THAT
THIS WOULD BE THE SESSION IN WHICH NO-FAULT INSURANCE
BECAME LAW IN MINNESOTA. THERE IS STILL TIME TO DO SO.

AND I VERY STRONGLY URGE YOU TO MAKE THIS

" PREDICTION COME TRUE. WE NEED NO-FAULT INSURANCE--WE

NEED A REDUCTION IN THE PREMIUMS OUR PEOPLE PAY,

ANOTHER AREA THAT REQUIRES ACTION THIS
YEAR IS METROPOLITAN PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT.

LET ME EXPRESS MY GRATITUDE FOR THE GREAT
TIME AND EFFORT THAT HAS BEEN GIVEN TO QUESTIONS OF
METROPOLITAN GOVERNMENT BY THIS LEGISLATURE SINCE I
NOTED A YEAR AGO THAT SUCH ATTENTION WAS LONG OVERDUE.
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I AM WELL AWARE THAT THERE ARE IMPORTANT
LEGITIMATE DIFFERENCES ON QUESTIONS OF SUBSTANCE--ON
METROPOLITAN ISSUES THAT STILL DIVIDE THE SENATE AND
HOUSE COMMITTEES,

ANSWERS TO SUCH BASIC QUESTIONS SHOULD
NOT COME EASILY. BUT THEY SHOULD COME SOON--AMND IN
THE SPIRIT OF COMPROMISE THAT MARKS THE GOVERNMENTAL
PROCESS.

. MANY OF .OUR METROPOLITAN CONCERNS REQUIRE
IMMEDIATE’ATTENTION.

WE MUST FIND A WAY TO HELP COMMUNITIES DEVELOP
ADDITIONAL PARKS AND OPEN SPACES BEFORE THE SPACES AND
THE OPPORTUNITY DISAPPEAR.

| ~ AND THE ENERGY CRISIS DEMANDS THAT THIS
~ LEGISLATURE COMMIT ITSELF TO THE PREPARATION OF A
COMPREHENSIVE METRO TRANSIT PLAN TO BE REVIEWED AND
APPROVED WHEN YOU MEET AGAIN IN 1975.

IN THE END, EFFECTIVE ACTION ON THESE METROPOLITAN
QUESTIONS WILL HELP TG REASSURE GUR CITIZENS THAT STATE
GOVERNMENT CAN RESPOND TO THEIR CGMMON NEEDS.
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WE SHOULD ALSO ESTABLISH AN INDEPENDENT
BOARD FOR THE SELECTION OF DESIGN ARCHITECTS AND ENGINEERS
FOR STATE PROJECTS, AS SENATOR COLEMAN AND REPRESENTATIVE
IRV ANDERSON ARE PROPOSING.

WE SHOULD INSURE THE PROTECTION OF PAROCHIAL
SCHOOL TAX CREDITS THAT HAVE ALREADY BEEN GRANTED, AND
EXPLORE ALTERNATIVE WAYS OF KEEPING A STRONG DUAL SYSTEM
OF PUBLIC AND PRIVATE EDUCATION IN OUR STATE.

UNDER THE NEW FEDERAL INCOME PLAN FOR THE
AGED, BLIND AND DISABLED{ WE SHOULD SUPPLEMENT»PAYMENTS
FOR ALL WHO MEET OUR PREVIOUS STATE STANDARDS OF ELIGIBILITY,

WE NEED SOME IMMEDIATE CAPACITY TO PLAN THE
FUTURE SHAPE OF CUR HUMAN SERVICES SYSTEM IN MINNESOTA,

- WE SHOULD CONSIDER A STATE PROGRAM OF LOW?
INTEREST LOANS FOR COMMUNITY HEALTH AND MENTAL HEALTH
FACILITIES, INCLUDING GROUP HOMES,

WE SHOULD MAKE\CERTAIN THAT NEEDY PEOPLE
DO NOT SUFFER FINANCIAL LOSSES UNDER THE GENERAL ASSISTANCE
REFORMS PROVIDED IN 1973, |
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~ WE SHOULD CONSIDER STATE REGULATION OF OUR
MINNESOTA UTILITIES.

| THE LIST COULD BE STILL LONGER. I KNOW THAT
YOU WILL GIVE ATTENTION TO MANY. OF THESE ITEMS AND
OTHERS ON YOUR OWN AGERDAS.

EUT 1 ASK YOU TO CONCENTRATE ON THE PRIORITIES:

TO ACT WITH DELIBERATE SPEED AND MINIMUM
PARTISANSHIP.' ’ :

I,FEEL PRIVILEGED TO HAVE WORKED WITH A
LEGISLATURE THAT DARED SO MUCH AND HAS ALREADY ACHIEVED
SO MUCH, |

IT IS TEMPTING TO LIST YOUR RECORD--THE

~ SENIOR CITIZEN TAX FREEZE, HELP FOR THE HANDICAPPED,
ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTICN, THE VETERANS BONUS, SIGNIFICANT
CONSUMER LEGISLATICN, THE MININMUM WAGE AND PUBLIC EMPLOYEE
BARGAINING LAWS, RESTRICTIGHS ON CORPORATE FARMING, MORE
OPENNESS IN THE COMDUCT OF GOVERNMENT AT ALL LEVELS,
MAINTENANCE OF FAIR SCHOOL FINANCE AND PROPERTY TAX RELIEF,

OUR BUSINESS TCDAY IS WHAT YOU STILL MUST
DO, NOT WHAT YOU HAVE DOKE.
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: OUR PEOPLE APPRECIATE THE EFFORT YOU HAVE
MADE.

FOR MINNESOTANS ARE AWARE OF WHAT KIND OF
STATE AND WHAT KIND OF PEOPLE WE ARE,

THE REAL STRENGTH OF OUR STATE SPRINGS FROM
THE TALENT, ENERGY AND HUMANE CCMMITMENT OF OUR PEOPLE.

I AM OPTIMISTIC ABOUT OUR FUTURE.

OUR PEOPLE ARE RESILIENT AND RESPONSIVE AND
REALISTIC., | -

THEY CAN LIVE WITH THE TRUTH.

THEY DO NOT ACCEPT EASY RHETORIC AND IMPOSSIBLE
PROMISES. BUT THEY DO RECOGNIZE AND SUPPORT PERFORMANCE .,

THEY HAVE HEARD THE WARNINGS OF THESE TROUBLED

- DAYS,

AND SO MUST WE.





