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Education and Training 

07/2016-07/2017 University of Michigan 
Fellowship, Glaucoma 

08/2015-07/2016 
 

University of Michigan 
Fellowship, Epidemiology and Health Services Research  

07/2012-06/2015 Wills Eye Hospital at Thomas Jefferson University 
Residency, Ophthalmology 

07/2011-06/2012 New York Hospital Queens, Flushing, NY 
Internship, Transitional Year 

09/2006-05/2011 Weill Cornell Medical College, Cornell University, New York, NY 
M.D., honors in research 

06/2009-05/2010 Mailman School of Public Health, Columbia University, New York, NY 
M.P.H. 

06/2004-05/2005 University of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia, PA 
Post-Baccalaureate Pre-Medical Studies 

09/2000-05/2004 Washington University in St. Louis, St. Louis, MO 
A.B. magna cum laude in Anthropology (Spanish minor) 

Certification and Licensure 

2017- Board Certified, American Board of Ophthalmology 

2015- Michigan Medical License, 4301107783 

2015- Michigan Controlled Substance License, 5315070986 

Academic Appointments 

2021- Research Assistant Professor, Survey Research Center, Institute for Social 
Research, University of Michigan 

2021- Visiting Scientist, Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 
2017- Assistant Professor, Ophthalmology and Visual Sciences, University of Michigan 
2015-2017 Clinical Lecturer, University of Michigan 

Research Interests 

 Aging and vision impairment 

 Sensory impairment and dementia 

 Low vision and vision rehabilitation 

 Health policy and access to care 

 Global ophthalmology 

 Glaucoma 
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Grant Support 

Current 
R21AG077042, NIH/NIA: Longitudinal Study of Health and Aging in Kenya (LOSHAK) 
Role: MPI, 05/01/2022 – 04/30/2024, $338,599 

90RTHF0005, NIDILRR: Rehabilitation Research and Training Center (RRTC) on Equity in Health 
and Functioning for Adults with Physical, Cognitive, Sensory, and Developmental Disabilities 
from Marginalized Communities 
Role: Co-I, 9/1/22-8/31/27 

R01AG051125, NIH/NIA: Harmonized Diagnostic Assessment of Dementia (DAD) for 
Longitudinal Aging Surveys in India (LASI) 
Role: Co-I, 9/1/20-4/30/25, $280,263 (sub-contract) 

U01AG032947, NIH/NIA: National Health and Aging Trends Study 
Role: Co-I, 6/1/19-3/30/24, $357,971 (sub-contract) 

P30AG012846, NIH/NIA: Michigan Center on the Demography of Aging 
Role: Associate Director, External Innovative Networks Core, 7/1/19-6/30/24 

D43TW012027, NIH/FIC: Building Non-Communicable Eye Disease Research Capacity in India 
Role: Co-I, 8/1/21-7/31/26 

222490/Z/21/Z, Wellcome Trust: A Suite of Studies Exploring the Impact of Vision Care on 
Achieving the Sustainable Development Goals in Low and Middle-Income Countries 
Role: Co-I, 9/1/21-8/30/26 

Completed 
K23EY027848, NIH/NEI: Addressing Low Vision due to Severe Peripheral Field Loss: Development 
and Validation of a Patient-Centered Outcome Measure 
Role: PI, 09/01/2017 – 08/31/2022, $1,227,031 

CAPRA Pilot Grant, NIH/NIA P30AG066582: The Population Attributable Risk of Dementia due to 
Vision Impairment 
Role: PI, 4/1/21-3/31/22, $40,000 

MiCDA Pilot Grant, NIH/NIA P30AG012846: The Synergistic Impact of Late Life Vision 
Impairment and Genetic Risk on Cognitive Decline and Dementia 
Role: PI, 7/1/21-6/30/22, $35,000 

New World Medical, Outcomes Research Award: Comparison of Two Eye Camp Models in 
Posterior Segment Disease Identification-a Cluster Randomized Trial. 
Role: Co-PI, 6/1/2019 – 5/31/2020, $10,000 

Physician Investigator Research Award 2621, BCBS of Michigan Foundation: Does Incident 
Diagnosis of Age-Related Eye Disease Increase the Likelihood of Falls in Older Adults? 
Role: PI, 07/01/2018 – 03/30/2020, $10,000 

American Glaucoma Society, MAPS Award: Validation of a Performance-Based Outcome 
Measure for Glaucoma in India 
Role: PI, 11/01/2018 – 10/31/2019, $10,000 
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MiCDA Pilot Grant, NIH/NIA P30AG012846: Vision Impairment, Participation and Subjective 
Wellbeing in Older Adults 
Role: PI, 07/01/2018 – 06/30/2019, $23,602 

Pepper Center Pilot Grant, NIH P30AG024824/UL1TR002240: Vision Impairment and Mental 
Health among Older Adults in Low and Middle Income Countries 
Role: PI, 07/01/2018 – 06/30/2019, $40,000 

ASCRS Foundation Research Grant: The Impact of Social Isolation on Receipt of Cataract Surgery 
in Older Adults 
Role: PI, 03/01/2018 – 02/28/2019, $5,000 

MICHR Pilot Grant, NIH/NCATS UL1TR000433: Optical Head-Mounted Display Technology for 
Low Vision Rehabilitation 
Role: PI, 12/01/2016 – 11/30/2018, $10,272 

MCubed, University of Michigan: The Madeline Interface 
Role: Co-I, 10/01/2015 – 12/31/2017, $30,000 

Wills Eye Hospital Innovation Grant: Parental Adjustment to Vision Loss in Pediatric Patients 
Role: Co-I, 06/2014-06/2015, $30,000 

Scientific Activities 
Grant Review 
2018 Ad-hoc Reviewer, NIH Special Emphasis review panel, (ZRG1 BDCN-R03), 

Immune System, Brain, and the Visual System 
2019 Ad-hoc Reviewer, NIH Special Emphasis review panel (ZRG1 BDCN-R90, R02), 

Glaucoma and Retinopathy: Biomarkers, Diagnostics and Translational Studies 
in Development and Aging 

2020 Reviewer, ZonMW, Visual Impairment Program 
2020 Ad-hoc Reviewer, NIH/NIA Clinical Aging Review Committee (NIA-C) 
2021 Ad-hoc Reviewer, NIH Special Emphasis Review Panel (ZRG1 NDCN-R02) 

Editorial Boards 

2018- Reviewing Editor, Ophthalmic Epidemiology 

Ad-Hoc Peer Reviewer (select journals) 

Alzheimer’s & Dementia 
American Journal of Ophthalmology 
American Journal of Public Health 
Bulletin of the World Health Organization 
Environmental Health Perspectives 
Eye 
Investigative Ophthalmology and Visual Science 
JAMA Ophthalmology 
Journal of Alzheimer’s Disease 

 
Journal of Gerontology: Series A 
Journal of Glaucoma 
Journal of the American Geriatrics Society 
Lancet Global health 
Ophthalmology 
PLOS ONE 
Survey of Ophthalmology 
Translational Vision Science and Technology 
Tropical Medicine & International Health 



 
International  

2017- Collaborator, Global Burden of Disease Project 
2019- Invited Member, Lancet Global Health Commission on Global Eye Health 
2020-2023 Annual Meeting Program Committee, Association for Research in Vision and    

      Ophthalmology 
2020- Data Safety Monitoring Board, Aravind Eye Hospital, “Risk of progression in incident 

versus prevalent gonioscopic angle closure” 
2020- Member, Vision Loss Expert Group (WHO advisory group) 

National 

2019-2021 Advisory Committee, Center for Vision and Population Health, Prevent Blindness 
2021- Co-Chair, Center for Vision and Population Health, Prevent Blindness 

Institutional 

2015- Faculty Member, Institute for Healthcare Policy and Innovation 

2015- Faculty Associate, Global REACH 

2017- Faculty Affiliate, Michigan Center on the Demography of Aging 

2017- Co-Director, Jerome Jacobson International Program at the Kellogg Eye Center 
2020-22 Faculty Fellow, Michigan Center on the Demography of Aging (P30AG012846) 
2021- Faculty Associate, African Studies Center 

Committee and Organizational Service 
Institutional 

2010-2011 Admissions Committee, Weill Cornell Medical College 
2011-2012 Graduate Medical Education Committee, New York Hospital Queens 
2013-2014 Residency Education Committee, Wills Eye Hospital 
2020- Member, Education Committee, Kellogg Eye Center 
2021- Director, Global Ophthalmology Fellowship, Kellogg Eye Center 

National 

2018-2021 Chair, AGS Cares Taskforce, American Glaucoma Society 
2019- Member, Committee on Aging, American Academy of Ophthalmology 
2020- Member, Task Force on Academic Global Ophthalmology, American Academy 

of Ophthalmology 
2021- Co-Chair, International Education Subcommittee, American Glaucoma Society 

International 

2018- Low Vision Work Group, International Agency for the Prevention of Blindness 
2021- Secretary, Int’l Society of Geographic and Epidemiologic Ophthalmology 

Teaching 

2018-2022 Instructor, M1 Medical Student Course in ENT and Ophthalmology, 
University of Michigan Medical School 

2019-2021 Director, Residency Rotation in Glaucoma, Kellogg Eye Center 
2021-2023 Course faculty, Health and Disabilities Interprofessional Education Course, 

College of Pharmacy, University of Michigan 
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2021-2023 “Biology and Causes of Vision Loss in Older Adults.” Guest lecture, 
Epidemiology of Sensory Loss in Aging (Epidemiology 340.669), Johns Hopkins 
University Bloomberg School of Public Health. 

2022 “Epidemiology of Vision and Aging.” Guest lecture, Epidemiology of Aging 
(EPID677), University of Michigan School of Public Health. 

Honors and Awards 

2009 Public Health Leadership Scholarship, Columbia University 

2011 Edward Norton Prize for Excellence in Ophthalmology, Weill Cornell Medical College 

2015 Advocacy Ambassador to AAO (Wills Eye Hospital) 

2016 Advocacy Ambassador to AAO (American Glaucoma Society) 

2016 Heed Fellowship, Heed Ophthalmic Society 

2018 National Alliance for Eye and Vision Research Emerging Vision Scientist 

2019 Mentoring For Future Leaders program participant, American Glaucoma Society 

2022 Token of Appreciation from Medical Students, University of Michigan 

2022 Achievement Award, American Academy of Ophthalmology 

Membership in Professional Societies 

American Academy of Ophthalmology 

American Glaucoma Society 

Gerontological Society of America 

Association for Research in Vision and Ophthalmology 

International Society for Low Vision Research and Rehabilitation 

Population Association of America 

Society of Heed Fellows 

Invited Lectures 

International 
“Developing a Research Question and Choosing a Study Design.” Visiting Professor, Aravind Eye 

Care System. Pondicherry, India. November 15, 2018. 
“Glaucoma: Pathophysiology and Epidemiology.” Focus on Glaucoma: North American Webinar, 

International Agency for the Prevention of Blindness. March 13, 2019. 
Research Methods Workshop. Lead Faculty, Aravind Eye Hospital, Pondicherry, India. August 2, 

2019. 
“Big Data in Ophthalmic Research”. Ghana College of Physicians and Surgeons Annual General 

and Scientific Meeting. Accra, Ghana. December 9, 2019. 
“Emerging Threats to Managing the Global Burden of Eye Disease: Low- and Middle-Income 

Countries- opportunities and solutions”. World Ophthalmology Congress (virtual). June, 2020. 
“COVID-19: Considerations for Ageing Populations.” International Agency for the Prevention of 

Blindness. Webinar. June 29, 2020. 
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“21st Century Threats to Glaucoma Care”. World Glaucoma Association. Webinar. September 3, 
2021. 

“Case Studies on Patient Reported Outcomes for Vision Impairment”. ARVO Health Economics 
and Outcomes Research Workshop (virtual). October 27-29, 2021. 

National 
“Healthcare in India.” Healthcare Panelist, Michigan India Conference, Ross School of Business, 

University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, MI. February 15, 2019. 
 “The Consequences of Vision Impairment in Older Adults.” 5th Annual Clinical Geriatrics 

Interprofessional Symposium, University of California San Diego. April 13, 2019. 
“The Keystone for Independence: Low Vision, Vision Loss, and Cognitive Decline in Older 

Adults.” Focus on Eye Health National Summit, Prevent Blindness. Washington D.C. July 17, 
2019. 

“The Global Burden of Eye Disease: Past, Present, and Future.” Public Health Ophthalmology 
Summit. OHSU, Casey Eye Institute. Portland, OR. July 19, 2019. 

“Public Health Vision Research.” Public Health Ophthalmology Summit. OHSU, Casey Eye 
Institute (virtual). September 11, 2021. 

“Public Health and Research Applications of the CDC’s Vision and Eye Health Surveillance 
System (VEHSS).” Prevent Blindness Virtual Workshop. Webinar. November 4, 2021. 

Glaucoma Visiting Professor and Scholar-in-Residence. Wills Eye Hospital, Thomas Jefferson 
University. Philadelphia, PA. December 8-9, 2021. 

“Vision Impairment as a Modifiable Risk Factor for Dementia.” Providence Saint Joseph Medical 
Center. Burbank, CA. Lecture.  September 20, 2022. 

“Epidemiology of Vision Loss and Aging.” Johns Hopkins Center on Aging and Health, Johns 
Hopkins University. Scientific Seminar. April 3, 2023. 

“Epidemiology of Vision Loss and Aging.” Department of Population Heath Sciences, University 
of Wisconsin-Madison. PHS Seminar. April 10, 2023. 
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49. GBD 2017 Disease and Injury Incidence and Prevalence Collaborators (Ehrlich JR). Global, regional, and national 
incidence, prevalence, and years lived with disability for 354 diseases and injuries for 195 countries and 
territories, 1990–2017: a systematic analysis for the Global Burden of Disease Study 2017. Lancet. 
2018;392(10159):1789-1858. 

50. GBD 2017 DALYs and HALE Collaborators (Ehrlich JR). Global, regional, and national disability-adjusted life-
years (DALYs) for 359 diseases and injuries and healthy life expectancy (HALE) for 195 countries and territories, 
1990–2017: a systematic analysis for the Global Burden of Disease Study 2017. Lancet. 2018;392(10159):1859-
1922. 

51. Stagg BC, Ehrlich JR, Choi H, Levine DA. The Association of Cognitive Impairment and Dementia with Receipt 
of Cataract Surgery among Community-Dwelling US Medicare Beneficiaries. JAMA Ophthalmol. 2019; 
137(1):114-115. 

52. Ehrlich JR, Hassan S, Stagg BC. Prevalence of Falls, and Fall-Related Outcomes in Older Adults with Self-
Reported Vision Impairment. J Am Geriatr Soc. 2019; 67(2):239-245. 

53. Ehrlich JR, Stagg BC, Andrews C, Kumagai A, Musch DC. Vision Impairment and Receipt of Eye Care among 
Older Adults in Low and Middle-income Countries. JAMA Ophthalmol. 2019;137(2):146-158. 

54. Shah K, Choi S, Stagg BC, Ehrlich JR. Medical Decision-Making Preferences among Older Adults Who 
Underwent Recent Cataract Surgery. J Cataract Refract Surg. 2019;45(3):378-379. 

55. Stein JD, Rahman M, Andrews C, Ehrlich JR, Kamat S, Shah M, Boese EA, Woodward MA, Cowall J, Trager EH, 
Narayanaswamy P, Hanauer DA. Evaluation of an Algorithm for Identifying Ocular Conditions in Electronic 
Health Record Data.. JAMA Ophthalmol. 2019;137(5):491-497. 
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