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July 25, 2024 
 

The Honorable Gavin Newsom 
Governor, State of California 
1021 O Street, Suite 9000 
Sacramento, CA 95814 
 
The Honorable Anna Caballero 
Chair, Senate Appropriations Committee 
1021 O Street, Suite 7620 
Sacramento, CA 95814-4900 
 
The Honorable Mike McGuire  
Senate President pro Tempore 
1021 O Street, Suite 8518 
Sacramento, CA 95814 
 
The Honorable Robert Rivas 
Speaker of the Assembly 
P.O. Box 942849-0029 
Sacramento, CA 95814 
 
The Honorable Buffy Wicks 
Chair, Assembly Appropriations Committee 
1021 O Street, Suite 8220 
Sacramento, CA 95814 
 
Re: SB-610 Fire prevention: wildfire mitigation area: defensible space: State Fire 
Marshal – OPPOSE 
 

Dear Governor Newsom, Chair Caballero, President pro Tempore McGuire, 
Speaker Rivas, and Chair Wicks,   
 

On behalf of thousands of our members and supporters in California, the 
undersigned organizations are writing to express our deep concern with Senate Bill 610 
(Wiener) which will fundamentally reshape California fire and housing policy and make 
Californians more vulnerable to wildfire. The bill would completely abolish the Fire 
Hazard Severity Zone maps that guide mitigation strategies and land use planning for 
development in fire-risk areas. The bill would also centralize all decision making in the 
hands of just one person: the State Fire Marshal. 
 

SB 610’s stated intent is to increase development in high-risk areas, and—quite 
shockingly—do so without existing regulations designed to protect communities. The 
bill’s fact sheet inappropriately dismisses such regulations as “costly building standards, 



  

    July 25, 2024 
   Page 3 

 

increased disaster planning and mitigation requirements.”1 This proposal is directly at 
odds with the recommendations of the Governor’s Strike Force, which urged the state to 
“begin to deprioritize new development in areas of the most extreme fire risk. In turn, 
more urban and lower-risk regions in the state must prioritize increasing infill 
development and overall housing production.”2 We were therefore shocked and 
surprised to see this bill—which was introduced near the end of the legislative process 
via a “gut-and-amend” tactic—backed by the Governor’s Office. 
 

SB 610 perpetuates the false narrative that new large-scale development in fire 
risk areas is safe. While mitigation such as home hardening and defensible space can 
make homes in fire zones less risky, such measures only reduce the risk of burning. For 
instance, an analysis conducted in the aftermath of the Camp Fire showed that only 44 
percent of homes built to current Chapter 7A building codes survived, meaning 56 
percent were destroyed (and only 11.5 percent of older homes built before 1997 
survived).3 Evacuation routes are also already stressed past the breaking point.4 The 
“build first, ask questions later” approach of the past is causing extreme personal and 
economic hardship on Californians, and this bill would make these existing problems far 
worse.  

 
New development in high-risk areas supported by SB 610 will increase ignition 

risk, as we already know that 95 to 97 percent of contemporary wildfires in California 
are caused by human sources.5 The legislative analysis for SB 610 in the Assembly 
Natural Resources Committee similarly notes: “Residential developments in the WUI 
and other wildfire prone areas can significantly increase the risks of wildfires and the 
risk to public safety.” 

 
New development supported by SB 610 will not help solve the affordable housing 

crisis, but it will make Californians less safe. Since 2016 more than 200 people in 
California have been killed in wildfires, more than 50,000 structures have been burned 
down, hundreds of thousands have had to evacuate their homes and endure power 
outages, and millions have been exposed to unhealthy levels of smoke and air 
pollution.6 New development in high-risk areas will obstruct existing communities’ 
evacuation routes and lead to more disruption of natural fire regimes, degradation of 

 
1 Senator Scott Wiener, Senate Bill 610 Fact Sheet (June 14, 2024). Available at 
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1oLjNCnDjiOLZPu5qAMtshfc-LwLGi_jF/view.  
2 A Report of Governor Newsom’s Strike Force, Wildfires and Climate Change: 
California’s Energy Future (April 12, 2019). Available at https://www.gov.ca.gov/wp-
content/uploads/2019/04/Wildfires-and-Climate-Change-California%E2%80%99s-Energy-Future.pdf  
3 Knapp, Eric E., et al. “Housing arrangement and vegetation factors associated with single-family home survival in 
the 2018 Camp Fire, California.” Fire Ecology 17 (2021). Available at https://doi.org/10.1186/s42408-021-00117-0  
4 Megan Diskin and Evan Wylodge, “Here's why so many California wildfire evacuations turn into deadly traffic jams,” 
Desert Sun (April 25, 2019). Available at https://www.desertsun.com/in-depth/news/local/2019/04/25/california-
wildfire-evacuation-routes-traffic-jams/3238313002/  
5 Balch, Jennifer K., et al. "Human-started wildfires expand the fire niche across the United States." Proceedings of 
the National Academy of Sciences 114.11 (2017). Available at 
https://www.pnas.org/doi/abs/10.1073/pnas.1617394114       
6 Reid-Wainscoat et al. The True Cost of Sprawl: Bad Planning Harms People, Wildlife, and the Climate (March 
2024). Available at https://www.biologicaldiversity.org/programs/urban/pdfs/The-True-Cost-of-Sprawl-report.pdf    

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1oLjNCnDjiOLZPu5qAMtshfc-LwLGi_jF/view
https://www.gov.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/2019/04/Wildfires-and-Climate-Change-California%E2%80%99s-Energy-Future.pdf
https://www.gov.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/2019/04/Wildfires-and-Climate-Change-California%E2%80%99s-Energy-Future.pdf
https://doi.org/10.1186/s42408-021-00117-0
https://www.desertsun.com/in-depth/news/local/2019/04/25/california-wildfire-evacuation-routes-traffic-jams/3238313002/
https://www.desertsun.com/in-depth/news/local/2019/04/25/california-wildfire-evacuation-routes-traffic-jams/3238313002/
https://www.pnas.org/doi/abs/10.1073/pnas.1617394114
https://www.biologicaldiversity.org/programs/urban/pdfs/The-True-Cost-of-Sprawl-report.pdf


  

    July 25, 2024 
   Page 4 

 

California’s ecosystems and wildlife as well as increased medical emergencies and 
premature death of vulnerable community members.7  
 

SB 610 will do nothing to address the availability or affordability of insurance. As 
The California Department of Insurance’s Climate Insurance Working Group observes: 
“Land use decisions in the past are one of the causes of insurability problems 
today . . .housing that burns down [] is not an affordable or equitable option . . . .”8 
Nonetheless, the fact sheet for SB 610 incorrectly suggests that changing the names of 
very high fire hazard severity zones to the more benign sounding “wildfire mitigation 
areas” will somehow help reduce insurance rates. The best way to decrease insurance 
rates is to actually reduce risk by supporting home hardening programs for existing 
communities and limiting new development in high-risk areas.  
 

Cities and counties play a critical role in reducing wildfire risk, and existing law 
allows them to designate areas as fire zones (so long as the hazard designation equals 
or exceeds the state hazard rating) and implement wildfire mitigation regulations based 
on scientific information and on-the-ground conditions. SB 610 would remove this long-
standing authority and fully centralize such designations and decision making in the 
hands of the State Fire Marshal, an unelected official. SB 610 would undermine local 
accountability and government transparency, and increase the likelihood of political 
interference in state and local wildfire policy.   
 

Cities and counties can and should continue to plan for new development in safer 
areas. As Los Angeles County has shown, regional housing needs allocation goals can 
all be met by directing new development outside of fire zones. California does not need 
to keep building in high-risk areas to provide safe housing for all. 

 
SB 610 was introduced last month via a “gut-and-amend” tactic such that there is 

insufficient time for stakeholders and elected officials to fully review this bill or propose 
amendments. We urge you to table this bill until next year and instead engage with 
stakeholders on improving the state’s fire and housing policies.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
J.P. Rose 
Policy Director, Urban Wildlands 
Center for Biological Diversity 
 
 
 

 
7 Delfino, Ralph J., et al. "The relationship of respiratory and cardiovascular hospital admissions to the southern 
California wildfires of 2003." Occupational and environmental medicine 66.3 (2009). Available at 
https://oem.bmj.com/content/66/3/189.  
Connolly, Rachel, et al. "Mortality attributable to PM2.5 from wildland fires in California from 2008 to 2018." Science 
Advances 10.23 (2024). Available at: https://www.science.org/doi/10.1126/sciadv.adl1252  
8 California Department of Insurance, Climate Working Group, “Protecting Communities, Preserving Nature, and 
Building Resiliency,” available at https://www.insurance.ca.gov/cci/docs/climate-insurance-report.pdf  

https://www.science.org/doi/10.1126/sciadv.adl1252
https://www.insurance.ca.gov/cci/docs/climate-insurance-report.pdf
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Daniel Chandler 
Steering Committee Member  
350 Humboldt 
 
Linda Rames 
President 
Almonte District Improvement Club 
 
Dr. Michael D. Bicay 
President  
AltadenaWILD, Inc. 
 
Jeanne McConnell  
Co-Founder  
Angelenos for Trees 
 
David Gadd  
President  
Argyle Civic Assocition 
 
John Howell  
Chief Executive Officer  
Arroyos & Foothills Conservancy 
 
Laura  Velkei  
President  
Arts District Community Council LA 
 
George Naugles  
Head Consultant  
Balance2thrive 
 
Robert Jan van de Hoek  
Environmental Scientist  
Ballona Institute 
 
Missy Kelly  
President  
Beachwood Canyon Neighborhood Association 
 
Bahareh Rezvani  
Treasurer  
Bel Air Skycrest Property Owners Association 
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Wendy-Sue Rosen  
Co-founder  
Brentwood Alliance of Canyons & Hillsides 
 
Sheila Simmons  
Board Member  
Brentwood Community Council 
 
Mike Griffiths  
Founder  
California Cities for Local Control 
 
Nick Jensen  
Conservation Program Director  
California Native Plant Society 
 
Justin  Daniel  
Chapter President  
California Native Plant Society - San Diego Chapter 
 
Jennifer Brent  
Executive Director  
California Wildlife Center 
 
Janet Cobb  
Executive Officer  
California Wildlife Foundation 
 
Tom Freeman  
President  
Canyon Back Alliance 
 
Susan Kirsch  
President  
Catalysts for Local Control 
 
Amy Kalish  
Director   
Citizen Marin 
 
Tony Tucci  
Founder/Co-Director  
Citizens for Los Angeles Wildlife 
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Susan Candell  
City Councilmember  
City of Lafayette 
 
Suzanne Hume  
Educational Director & Founder  
CleanEarth4Kids.org 
 
Janet Cox  
CEO  
Climate Action California 
 
Cherry Robinson  
Coalitions Chair  
Climate Reality Project of San Diego 
 
Kathy Schaeffer  
Legislative Coordinator  
Climate Reality Project, San Fernando Valley 
 
Barbara Broide  
Co-president  
Coalition for a Beautiful Los Angeles 
 
Rue Furch  
Co-Chair  
Coalition for a Better Sonoma County 
 
Alan Levine   
Director  
Coast Action Group  
 
Kristen Northrop  
Policy Advocate  
Coastal Environmental Rights Foundation 
 
Dee Fromm  
Managing Director  
Coastal Lands Action Network 
  
Cea Higgins  
Board Member  
Coastwalk 
 
 
 



  

    July 25, 2024 
   Page 8 

 

Marcia Hanscom  
Community Organizer  
Defend Ballona Wetlands 
 
Isabelle Duvivier  
Principal  
Duviviver Architects 
 
Todd Weber  
Volunteer, Chapter Co-Leader  
Elders Climate Action, Northern California Chapter 
 
Richard Burke  
Founder, Chapter Leader  
Elders Climate Action (ECA) Southern California (SoCal) Chapter 
 
Dan Silver  
Executive Director  
Endangered Habitats League 
 
Pamela Heatherington  
Board of Directors  
Environmental Center of San Diego 
 
Karla Ibarra  
Executive Director   
Fallbrook Land Conservancy  
 
Larry Hanson  
Board President  
Forest Unlimited 
 
Scott Culbertson  
Executive Director   
Friends of Ballona Wetlands  
 
Gerry Hans  
President  
Friends of Griffith Park 
 
Jeanne Jackson  
Secretary/Treasurer  
Friends of Gualala River 
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Michael Wellborn  
President  
Friends of Harbors, Beaches and Parks 
 
Sandra Farrell  
President  
Friends of Hedionda Creek 
 
Ricci Wheatley  
Secretary  
Friends of North Sonoma 
 
Karin Zirk  
Executive Director  
Friends of Rose Creek 
 
Don Andres  
President  
Friends of Runyon Canyon Foundation 
 
Dorothy Duffy Price  
Secretary  
Hills 2000 - Friends of the Hills 
 
Claire Schlotterbeck  
Executive Director  
Hills For Everyone 
 
Charley Mims  
President  
Hillside Federation 
 
Sabine Jaccaud  
Director  
Hollywoodland Homeowners Association 
 
Jennifer Tanner  
Founder 
Indivisible California Green Team 
 
Charles Miller  
Founder  
LA Native 
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Kim Lamorie  
President  
Las Virgenes Homeowners Federation Inc., of the Santa Monica Mountains  
 
Travis Longcore 
President  
Los Angeles Audubon Society 
 
Charles Miller  
Chair  
Los Angeles Climate Reality Project 
 
Carla Mena  
Director of Policy & Legislative Affairs   
Los Padres ForestWatch 
 
Gregg Dieguez  
Vice Chair  
Midcoast Community Council 
 
Norman Gilroy  
Managing Director  
Mobilize Sonoma 
 
Eve Kahn  
Co-President  
Napa Vision 2050 
 
Beth Pratt  
California Regional Executive Director  
National Wildlife Federation 
 
Nancy Richardson  
Communication Director  
Neighborhood Coalition of Sonoma County 
 
Susan Harvey  
President  
North County Watch 
 
William Krawetz  
Director  
NOW (Neighbors of West County) 
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David Keller  
Founder  
Petaluma River Council 
 
Howard Penn 
Executive Director 
Planning and Conservation League 
 
Padi Selwyn  
Co-chair  
Preserve Rural Sonoma County 
 
Deirdre Hockett  
Member  
Protect San Antonio Valley 
 
Don McEnhill  
Executive Director  
Russian Riverkeeper 
 
James Peugh  
Conservation Chair  
San Diego Audubon Society 
 
NeySa Ely  
Chief Executive Officer  
San Pasqual Valley Preservation Alliance 
 
Lynne Plambeck  
President  
Santa Clarita Organization for Planning and the Environment 
 
Pauline Seales  
Organizer  
Santa Cruz Climate Action Network 
 
Wendi Gladstone  
President of the Board  
Santa Susana Mountain Park Association 
 
Laurie Claudon  
Secretary  
Save Napa Valley Foundation 
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Mark Levin  
Board President  
Save Our Canyons 
 
Craig Harrison  
President  
Save Our Sonoma Roads 
 
Dr.Laura Morgan  
Founder  
Save the Sonoma Coast 
 
Ara Marderosian  
Board Secretary  
Sequoia ForestKeeper 
 
Grace Marvin  
Conservation Chair  
Sierra Club - Blue Oak Group 
 
Peter Andersen  
Former Chair 
Sierra Club - San Diego 
 
Erin Woolley  
Acting Deputy Director  
Sierra Club California 
 
Matthew Callaway  
Political Director  
Sonoma County Conservation Action 
 
Tracy Salcedo  
Acting Chair  
Sonoma Mountain Preservation 
 
Shelley Arrowsmith  
Board of Directors  
Sonoma Valley Next 100 
 
Marylee Guinon  
President 
State Alliance for Firesafe Road Regulations 
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Marilyn Price  
Co-Chair  
Sustainable Mill Valley 
 
Magi Amma  
Chair  
The Climate Alliance of Santa Cruz County 
 
Ann Van Leer  
Executive Director  
The Escondido Creek Conservancy 
 
Catherine Rich  
Executive Officer  
The Urban Wildlands Group 
 
Casey Maddren  
President  
United Neighborhoods for Los Angeles  
 
John Binder  
President  
Upper Mandeville Canyon Association 
 
Joan Cashel  
Member of Leadership Team  
Upper Nichols Canyon Neighborhood Association  
 
William Leikam  
President & Co-founder  
Urban Wildlife Research Project 
 
Kathy Pons  
President  
Valley of the Moon Alliance 
 
Laura Chariton  
President  
Watershed Alliance of Marin 
 
Frank Toriello  
President  
We Advocate Thorough Environmental Review 
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Cara Robin  
President  
West LA Democratic Club 
 
Janus  Matthes  
Board of Directors  
Wine Water Watch 
 
 

 


