
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

January 9, 2024 
  
Chairman Paul Vinovich  
Co-Chairman Mike Barnes  
Office of Congressional Ethics  
425 3rd Street, SW Suite 1110  
Washington, DC 20024  
  
Sent via email (oce@mail.house.gov)  
  
Dear Chairman Vinovich and Co-Chairman Barnes:   
  

Campaign Legal Center (“CLC”) respectfully requests that the Office of 
Congressional Ethics (“OCE”) investigate whether Representative Andy Ogles 
violated financial disclosure requirements. Specifically, Rep. Ogles’ financial 
disclosure statements do not include the assets that he purportedly used to 
personally loan $320,000 to his campaign committee in April 2022.1 He also did not 
report a $700,000 line of credit that he apparently opened in September 2022, 
according to bank records.2 The over $1 million of financial disclosure discrepancies 
provide reasonable basis for OCE to investigate whether Rep. Ogles complied with 
the Ethics in Government Act (“EIGA”) and House rules. 

 
The expulsion of Representative George Santos for filing false financial 

disclosure statements and other ethics violations demonstrates why investigations 
of significant discrepancies in a candidate’s financial reporting are warranted.3 
Unexplained inconsistencies in Rep. Ogles’ reported finances and allegations of him 

 
1 Andy Ogles for Congress Schedule C Form, 2022 Election, https://docquery.fec.gov/cgi-
bin/fecimg/?202309119597023262 attached at Exhibit A. 
2 Loan statement, Attached at Exhibit B; Candidate Financial Disclosure Report for Rep. Andy 
Ogles, filing year 2022 (Jan. 30, 2023), https://disclosures-clerk.house.gov/public_disc/financial-
pdfs/2022/10050835.pdf, Attached as Exhibit C; New Filer Financial Disclosure Report for Rep. Andy 
Ogles, filing year 2022 (May 15, 2023), https://disclosures-clerk.house.gov/public_disc/financial-
pdfs/2022/10054630.pdf, Attached as Exhibit D. 
3 Office of Congressional Ethics Review No. 23-4827 (Apr. 21, 2023), https://oce.house.gov/sites/evo-
subsites/oce.house.gov/files/evo-media-document/oce-rev.-no.-23-4827-referral.pdf. 
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https://oce.house.gov/sites/evo-subsites/oce.house.gov/files/evo-media-document/oce-rev.-no.-23-4827-referral.pdf
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misrepresenting his background raise fundamental questions for voters about the 
transparency of their elected representative.4 The public has a right to know the 
sources of money that may be used to influence a federal election, as well as 
potential conflicts of interest that may arise due to a member’s financial obligations. 
To help restore public trust, an OCE investigation is necessary to determine 
whether Rep. Ogles properly disclosed his financial interests in compliance with 
House rules and federal law.  

 
I. Federal Law and House Rules Require Candidates to File Accurate 

and Complete Financial Disclosure Statements 

Pursuant to 5 U.S.C. § 13106(a)(2) of the EIGA, all candidates and members 
of Congress are required to file accurate financial disclosure reports. “It shall be 
unlawful for any person to knowingly and willfully (i) falsify any information that 
such person is required to report under section 13104 of this title; and (ii) fail to file 
or report any information that such person is required to report under section 13104 
of this title.”5 

Required disclosures “include a full and complete statement with respect to 
the following:”6 

• “[T]otal liabilities owed to any creditor other than a spouse, or a 
parent, brother, sister, or child of the reporting individual or of the 
reporting individual’s spouse which exceed $10,000 at any time during 
the preceding calendar year.”7 Liabilities include personal loans.8  

 
4 See, e.g., Phil Williams, REVEALED: Businessman, economist, cop, international sex crimes expert? 
The stories of Congressman Andy Ogles, NEWSCHANNEL 5 (Feb. 16, 2023), 
https://www.newschannel5.com/news/newschannel-5-investigates/businessman-economist-cop-
international-sex-crimes-expert-the-stories-of-congressman-andy-ogles; Paul Blest, Another House 
Republican Has Been Accused of Stealing GoFundMe Money, VICE (Mar. 16, 2023), 
https://www.vice.com/en/article/v7bggm/andy-ogles-gofundme-child-burial-garden-money; Phil 
Williams, REVEALED: What did Andy Ogles do with nearly $25,000 meant for child burial garden? 
He won’t say, NEWSCHANNEL 5 (Mar. 15, 2023), https://www.newschannel5.com/news/newschannel-
5-investigates/what-did-congressman-andy-ogles-do-with-nearly-25-000-meant-for-child-burial-
garden-he-wont-say; Eli Motycka, Ogles Pays $5,750 Fine in FEC Settlement, Nashville Scene (Dec. 
7, 2023), https://www.nashvillescene.com/news/pithinthewind/andy-ogles-pays-fec-
fine/article_1cdd47c4-9484-11ee-898a-6f40d83b66c7.html; Vivian Jones, FEC complaint filed against 
Andy Ogles campaign alleges ‘pattern of malfeasance’, MAIN STREET NASHVILLE (Aug. 4, 2022), 
https://mainstreetmediatn.com/articles/mainstreetnashville/fec-complaint-filed-against-andy-ogles-
campaign-alleges-pattern-of-malfeasance/. 
5 5 U.S.C. § 13106(a)(2). 
6 5 U.S.C. § 13104(a). 
7 5 U.S.C. § 13104(a)(4). 
8 2023 INSTRUCTION GUIDE: FINANCIAL DISCLOSURE STATEMENTS FOR CALENDAR YEAR 2022 
REPORTING PERIOD AND PERIODIC TRANSACTION REPORTS, H.R. COMM. ON ETHICS, at 31, 
 

https://www.newschannel5.com/news/newschannel-5-investigates/businessman-economist-cop-international-sex-crimes-expert-the-stories-of-congressman-andy-ogles
https://www.newschannel5.com/news/newschannel-5-investigates/businessman-economist-cop-international-sex-crimes-expert-the-stories-of-congressman-andy-ogles
https://www.vice.com/en/article/v7bggm/andy-ogles-gofundme-child-burial-garden-money
https://www.newschannel5.com/news/newschannel-5-investigates/what-did-congressman-andy-ogles-do-with-nearly-25-000-meant-for-child-burial-garden-he-wont-say
https://www.newschannel5.com/news/newschannel-5-investigates/what-did-congressman-andy-ogles-do-with-nearly-25-000-meant-for-child-burial-garden-he-wont-say
https://www.newschannel5.com/news/newschannel-5-investigates/what-did-congressman-andy-ogles-do-with-nearly-25-000-meant-for-child-burial-garden-he-wont-say
https://www.nashvillescene.com/news/pithinthewind/andy-ogles-pays-fec-fine/article_1cdd47c4-9484-11ee-898a-6f40d83b66c7.html
https://www.nashvillescene.com/news/pithinthewind/andy-ogles-pays-fec-fine/article_1cdd47c4-9484-11ee-898a-6f40d83b66c7.html
https://mainstreetmediatn.com/articles/mainstreetnashville/fec-complaint-filed-against-andy-ogles-campaign-alleges-pattern-of-malfeasance/
https://mainstreetmediatn.com/articles/mainstreetnashville/fec-complaint-filed-against-andy-ogles-campaign-alleges-pattern-of-malfeasance/
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• Assets including “any interest in property held during the preceding 
calendar year . . . for investment or the production of income, which 
has a fair market value which exceeds $1,000.”9 

II. Rep. Ogles’ Financial Disclosure Statements Appear to be Inaccurate 
and Incomplete 

The information in Rep. Ogles’ financial disclosure statements raises serious 
questions as to whether he accurately reported his assets and liabilities for the 
following reasons. 

First, on January 30, 2023, Rep. Ogles filed his candidate financial disclosure 
statement covering calendar year 2022. On May 15, 2023, he also filed his first 
report as a newly-elected member of Congress, covering calendar year 2022. Rep. 
Ogles reported on his filings with the Federal Election Commission (“FEC”) that he 
loaned his campaign committee $320,000 from his personal funds in April 2022,10 
but Rep. Ogles’ financial disclosure reports do not disclose assets that would allow 
him to make this loan. Rep. Ogles’ assets do not include any bank accounts.11 He 
discloses retirement accounts as assets but does not report any withdrawals from 
those accounts.12 Rep. Ogles reports owning an investment property worth between 
$250,001 and $500,000, but it does not generate any income.13 Rep. Ogles does not 
list any additional assets.  
 

Second, the financial disclosure reports were required to include, inter alia, 
“total liabilities owed to any creditor . . . which exceed $10,000 at any time during 
the preceding year.”14 However, neither report included a line of credit with 
FirstBank for $700,000 that he and his wife took out on September 12, 2022.15 
Instead, the financial disclosure reports only include a line of credit with Bankcorp 
South. The inclusion of this Bankcorp South line of credit and the omission of the 

 
https://ethics.house.gov/sites/ethics.house.gov/files/documents/Updated%20Final%20Combined%202
023%20Instruction%20Guide.pdf. 
9 5 U.S.C. § 13104(a)(3). 
10 Andy Ogles for Congress Schedule C Form, 2022 Election, supra note 1. 
11 Bank accounts only must be reported in a candidate or member’s financial disclosure report if they 
are interest bearing. H.R. COMM. ON ETHICS, supra note 9, at 14, 21, While it is possible that Rep. 
Ogles has a non-interest-bearing bank account, it would be highly unlikely that such an account 
would contain such a substantial amount of money like the $320,000 he loaned to his campaign. 
12 Members of Congress are required to report disbursements from their 401(k) accounts. H.R. COMM. 
ON ETHICS, supra note 8, at 30. 
13 Candidate Financial Disclosure Report, supra note 2; New Filer Financial Disclosure Report, 
supra note 2. 
14 H.R. COMM. ON ETHICS, supra note 8, at A-3. 
15 Loan statement, supra note 2. 

https://ethics.house.gov/sites/ethics.house.gov/files/documents/Updated%20Final%20Combined%202023%20Instruction%20Guide.pdf
https://ethics.house.gov/sites/ethics.house.gov/files/documents/Updated%20Final%20Combined%202023%20Instruction%20Guide.pdf
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FirstBank line of credit suggests that Rep. Ogles understood the requirement to 
report such liabilities.16 

 
Third, even if Rep. Ogles claims that he made the $320,000 loan to his 

campaign committee with money from his liabilities, the public record does not 
support this argument. He reported a line of credit from Bankcorp South that began 
in February 2020 and was valued between $250,001 and $500,000. However, 
according to a Tennessee Release of Deed of Trust filed with the Maury County 
Register of Deeds, Rep. Ogles closed the line of credit in February of 2022, 
approximately two months prior to loaning his campaign $320,000. If Rep. Ogles 
claims that he used his reported home mortgage with Interfirst to make the loan, 
federal election law required disclosure of the mortgage as the source of the loan on 
his campaign committee reports. 17 To the contrary, the campaign committee's FEC 
disclosure reports list the $320,000 as a loan from Rep. Ogles’ personal funds.  
 
 The discrepancies in Rep. Ogles' financial disclosures statements do not have 
any obvious explanations on the public record, and he should provide answers to the 
public.    
 
III. There is Reasonable Basis for OCE to Open a Preliminary Review 
 

Pursuant to Rule 7 of the OCE Rules for the Conduct of Investigations, “[t]he 
Board shall authorize a preliminary review of any allegation(s) when it determines 
there is a reasonable basis to believe the allegation(s) based on all the information 
then known to the Board.”18 The OCE applies this low legal standard of proof to 
initiate preliminary reviews, while applying the higher standards of “probable 
cause” and “substantial reason to believe” to initiate second-phase reviews and 
referrals to the Committee on Ethics. “A reasonable basis to believe the allegation(s) 
exists when there is a reasonable and articulable basis for believing the 
allegation(s).”19 

The information in Rep. Ogles’ financial disclosure reports conflicts with 
publicly available records of his assets and liabilities. Records establish that he has 
a $700,000 line of credit with FirstBank, but Rep. Ogles failed to report this line of 
credit twice. Records establish that Rep. Ogles claims to have given $320,000 to his 

 
16 See Candidate Financial Disclosure Report, supra note 2; New Filer Financial Disclosure Report, 
supra note 2. 
17 11 C.F.R. § 104.3(d)(4). 
18 Off. of Cong. Ethics, Rules for the Conduct of Investigations Rule 7(A), available at 
https://oce.house.gov/sites/evo-
subsites/oce.house.gov/files/documents/OCE%20Rules%20for%20the%20Conduct%20of%20Investigat
ion_FINAL%20ADOPTED%20DEC%202022.pdf (emphasis in original). 
19 Id. (emphasis in original). 

https://oce.house.gov/sites/evo-subsites/oce.house.gov/files/documents/OCE%20Rules%20for%20the%20Conduct%20of%20Investigation_FINAL%20ADOPTED%20DEC%202022.pdf
https://oce.house.gov/sites/evo-subsites/oce.house.gov/files/documents/OCE%20Rules%20for%20the%20Conduct%20of%20Investigation_FINAL%20ADOPTED%20DEC%202022.pdf
https://oce.house.gov/sites/evo-subsites/oce.house.gov/files/documents/OCE%20Rules%20for%20the%20Conduct%20of%20Investigation_FINAL%20ADOPTED%20DEC%202022.pdf
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campaign, but his financial disclosure reports do not show the sale or transfer of 
any asset to make such a loan. For these reasons, there is reasonable basis for OCE 
to open a preliminary review and request records confirming the source of the loan 
to his campaign and the nature of the $700,0000 line of credit.20 

IV. Conclusion 

In conclusion, the similarities between Rep. Ogles and Rep. Santos should not 
be ignored. Although Rep. Ogles has not been charged with criminal activity, he has 
attracted public attention similar to Rep. Santos due to his false statements on his 
background and other matters. For example, Rep. Ogles has allegedly 
misrepresented his professional history by repeatedly claiming, in various 
instances, to be an “economist” who formerly worked in “law enforcement” and 
“worked in international sex crimes” or “human trafficking” when he lacks 
meaningful career or educational background in any of these fields.21 Further, Rep. 
Ogles has been accused of “stealing” money he raised in an online GoFundMe 
fundraiser;22 in 2014, Rep. Ogles raised $23,565 for a children’s “burial garden” 
which as of 2024 has not been built.23   

In addition, Rep. Ogles’ campaign finances have been the subject of federal 
scrutiny. Reporting indicates that Rep. Ogles paid a $5,750 civil penalty to the FEC 
for multiple reporting violations, including an alleged $90,000 in unreported 
receipts from October 2022 and an unreported $50,000 inter-committee transfer.24 
A pending complaint also alleges a “pattern of malfeasance” in Ogles’ campaign 
finance disclosures, including an incident in which Ogles allegedly filed a report late 
in an attempt to cover up a misrepresentation in a press release, 25 which claimed 
his committee had raised $453,000 in the first month of his campaign,26 when in 
reality it had only raised $254,494 in its first three months.27 His previous 
campaign committee was fined $2,700 in 2003 for reporting issues.28 

 
20 52 U.S.C. § 30104(b)(2)-(3). 
21 Williams, REVEALED: Businessman, economist, cop, international sex crimes expert? The stories of 
Congressman Andy Ogles, supra note 4. 
22 Blest, supra note 4. 
23 Williams, REVEALED: What did Andy Ogles do with nearly $25,000 meant for child burial 
garden? He won’t say, supra note 4. 
24 Motycka, supra note 4. 
25 Jones, supra note 4. 
26 Ogles Camp Announces $453k for 5th District Bid in First 30 Days, Andy Ogles for Congress (May 
11, 2022), https://andyogles.com/ogles-camp-announces-453k-for-5th-district-bid-in-first-30-days/. 
27 Andy Ogles for Congress Report of Receipts and Disbursements (Jan. 5, 2023), 
https://docquery.fec.gov/pdf/207/202301059574287207/202301059574287207.pdf. 
28 Ogles for Congress Administrative Fine (Sep. 11, 2003); 
https://www.fec.gov/data/legal/administrative-fine/1007/. 

https://campaignlegalcenter.sharepoint.com/Shared%20Documents/Ethics/Complaints/2024%20Complaints/Rep.%20Ogles/supra
https://campaignlegalcenter.sharepoint.com/Shared%20Documents/Ethics/Complaints/2024%20Complaints/Rep.%20Ogles/supra
https://campaignlegalcenter.sharepoint.com/Shared%20Documents/Ethics/Complaints/2024%20Complaints/Rep.%20Ogles/supra
https://campaignlegalcenter.sharepoint.com/Shared%20Documents/Ethics/Complaints/2024%20Complaints/Rep.%20Ogles/supra
https://andyogles.com/ogles-camp-announces-453k-for-5th-district-bid-in-first-30-days/
https://docquery.fec.gov/pdf/207/202301059574287207/202301059574287207.pdf
https://www.fec.gov/data/legal/administrative-fine/1007/
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Although Rep. Ogles’ statements about his background and the prior FEC 
complaints against him are not the subject of this complaint, these matters 
demonstrate a pattern of inaccurate information on the public record supporting an 
investigation of his substantial financial disclosure discrepancies.29  

For the foregoing reasons, CLC requests that the OCE Board authorize a 
preliminary review of this matter. We acknowledge that 18 U.S.C. § 1001 applies to 
the information provided. 
 

Respectfully submitted,  
 
___________/s/_______________  
Kedric L. Payne 
General Counsel, Vice President, and Sr. 
Director, Ethics 
  
 ___________/s/_______________  
Danielle Caputo 
Legal Counsel, Ethics 
   
 ___________/s/_______________  
Roger Wieand  
Senior Researcher, Campaign Finance and 
Ethics 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
29 Additional questions raised in public records include a warranty deed that appears to show Rep. 
Ogles selling property in 2023 to a person who became his District Director, James Amundsen. 3621 
Neeley Hollow Road Deed of Sale (Sep. 15, 2023), Attached as Exhibit E. 
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Exhibit A 
  



SCHEDULE C  (FEC Form 3)

LOANS

PAGE  OF

Use separate schedule(s) 
for each category of the 
Detailed Summary Page

NAME OF COMMITTEE (In Full)

SUBTOTALS This Period This Page (optional).....................................................................

TOTALS This Period (last page in this line only)................................................................. 	

FEC Schedule C (Form 3) (Revised 05/2016)

Carry outstanding balance only to LINE 3, Schedule D, for this line. If no Schedule D, carry forward to appropriate line of Summary.

Name of Employer

Occupation

List All Endorsers or Guarantors (if any) to Loan Source

    , , .
    , , .




    , , .    , , .    , , .

Original Amount of Loan Cumulative Payment To Date  Balance Outstanding at Close of This Period

  Date Incurred Date Due Interest Rate Secured: 	

      
      Yes No . % (apr)	

	

Election: 

 Primary 

 General

 Other (specify) 

 LOAN SOURCE  Full Name (Last, First, Middle Initial)

 
 Mailing Address

 City State ZIP Code	

 1. Full Name (Last, First, Middle Initial)

  Mailing Address

  City State ZIP Code	     , , .
Amount 
Guaranteed 
Outstanding:

Name of Employer

Occupation

 2. Full Name (Last, First, Middle Initial)

  Mailing Address

  City State ZIP Code	     , , .
Amount 
Guaranteed 
Outstanding:

Name of Employer

Occupation

 3. Full Name (Last, First, Middle Initial)

  Mailing Address

  City State ZIP Code	     , , .
Amount 
Guaranteed 
Outstanding:

Name of Employer

Occupation

 4. Full Name (Last, First, Middle Initial)

  Mailing Address

  City State ZIP Code	     , , .
Amount 
Guaranteed 
Outstanding:

TERMS

FOR LINE NUMBER:  
(check only one)  13a

 13b

 M M / D D / Y Y Y Y  M M / D D / Y Y Y Y

Memo Item

Personal Funds of the Candidate

(If none, enter 0)

Image# 202309119597023262

170167

Transaction ID : C781D1870C6B5417683C

ANDY OGLES FOR CONGRESS

OGLES, ANDY, , , 

2022

29 PUBLIC SQ

COLUMBIA TN 38401-3355

320000.00 0.00 320000.00

0.0004 15 2022 12 31 2022

320000.00

320000.00
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Exhibit B 
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Exhibit C 
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Exhibit D 
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Exhibit E 




















