
Opera Australia Young Artist Program – 
Repetiteurs 
The successful candidate is a skilled pianist who may have conducting experience. They will be 
experienced accompanists and collaborators, sight-readers and confident singing roles, where 
necessary, to facilitate rehearsal. They will demonstrate experience with languages or have an 
aptitude for learning.  

They will have trained at a major performing arts institution or have similar experience. The ability 
to take direction, follow a conductor, conduct an ensemble and/or singers is desirable.   

The criteria for Repetiteurs will include but is not limited to:  

• Advanced pianistic ability required to become accomplished repetiteurs and coaches.

• Experience in or aptitude to learn skills in coaching diction, cueing, conducting and
prompting during rehearsals, accompanying recitative, understanding musical and vocal
traditions, knowledge of opera repertoire including voice type, libretti and singing
technique.

• Be able to offer correction in pitch, rhythm, musicality and pronunciation.

• Proficiency in languages, commonly, Italian, German, French, English and Russian.
Experience with any of these languages is an asset but not required in place of an aptitude
for learning.

REPETITEURS, PLEASE SUBMIT: 

• Completed Application Form

• Headshot or current colour photo

• CV: You should upload a CV of relevant information including records of early-career 
success and/or recognition. If you do not hold an undergraduate degree, your CV must 
show evidence of at least two years of relevant experience.

• Personal Statement of 500 words. See link for more information.

• Declaration Statement. All recording and treatment submissions should be
recorded/created within three months of submission. Click here – Application Checklist 
– for details.

• Recording of 4 pieces. See below.

Round #1 Audition Material: Perform 4 pieces: 

Please prepare the following three operatic works in their original language. Be prepared to play 
and sing the vocal parts as best you can. For the purposes of the audition recording, you may 
choose one voice part to sing and play.  

https://app.smartsheet.com/b/form/ec741c99ed6f4f7e8354ddf31f8ffedf


 

 
 

1. An ensemble from a major opera by Mozart, eg: Act 2 Finale, Le nozze di Figaro; Act 2 Sextet, 
Don Giovanni; Act 2 Quartet, Die Entführung aus dem Serail  

2. An Operatic duet, trio, ensemble or scene by a major 19th Century operatic composer in 
Italian, French or German  

3. One of the following arias:  

• Avant de quitter ces lieux, Act 1 Faust (Gounod)  

• Amour, viens aider ma faiblesse, Act 2 Samson et Dahlila (Saint-Saëns)  

• Che gelida manina, Act 1 La boheme (Puccini)  

• Sì, mi chiamano Mimì, Act 1La boheme (Puccini)  

• Mein Sehen, mein Wähnen (Pierrot's Tanzlied), Acft 2 Die Tode Stadt (Korngold)  

• "I'm going to die" - This journey, Act 1 Dead Man Walking (Heggie)  

4.  Own choice solo piano piece   

Program should not exceed 30 minutes  

 

Applications close on: Monday 21 October 2024, 9am 

You will be advised via email if you have been successful in Round #1.  

 Opera Australia Young Artist Program Application - APPLY NOW  

 

 
Brian Castles-Onion AM and Kate Johnson in Opera Australia's rehearsals of 2022 production of Carmen at The 
Opera Centre Sydney Photo Credit: Rhiannon Hopley 

 

Continue reading for further information such as recorded audition instructions, application 
checklist, and personal statement guide. 

  

https://app.smartsheet.com/b/form/ec741c99ed6f4f7e8354ddf31f8ffedf


 

 
 

Recorded Audition Instructions  

To be accepted, recorded auditions must observe the following criteria:   

Opera Australia will accept video or audio recordings taken within 3 months of submission.   

Video recordings will ONLY be accepted via a Vimeo or YouTube link.   

Please ensure all documents are either PDF, PNG or JPEG file types. The max file upload size is 
1Mb.  

1. PREPARE:   

• Check your repertoire list and make note of time limits.  

2. PRACTICE:   

• Set up your camera or phone. Make sure to film horizontally (landscape).   

• Record from a single fixed position as if the panel were seated in front of you.   

• Check that the recording is set to HD.  

• Check that the available light is on your face and not behind you. Light behind you will cast 
your face in shadow. Face a window or shoot in a place with bright natural light.   

• Consider your background and avoid clutter or visual noise. A blank wall is ideal.  

• Consider the acoustics of your room and ensure you can capture a clear sound.  

• Take some footage or audio and watch or listen back to ensure the audio is clear with 
minimal background noise and that you are in frame.  

• Clearly say the name of the piece you are performing to the camera before you begin.   

3. RECORD:   

• Make sure you are in a light, quiet, resonant space with minimal distractions.   

• Record your pieces in one continuous take.  

• OA will accept a recording of a performance/recital/concert if it is within 3 months of the 
submission and the sound quality is exceptional.  

4. EDIT  

• Listen to/watch your recording fully before submitting.   

• Insert bookmarks before each piece in the recording. Many tutorials are available online on 
how to add bookmarks to your video/recording.   

• Share your audio/video with another party to ensure it can be opened and viewed before 
submitting.   

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

5. UPLOAD  

• Upload your recording.  

• Submitting a YouTube link:  

o Go to Broadcasting and Sharing Options.   

o Select ‘unlisted’. NB if you select ‘private’, OA cannot view or hear your recording.  

o Ensure the video remains available for a minimum of 6 months.   

6. DECLARE  

• Candidates are to provide a written statement as follows: "I declare that the material 
recorded on this recording is my own work. The recording took place on (Date) at (Venue) in 
(City) in one continuous un-edited take.”   

  

PLEASE NOTE: These submissions are for private consideration and will not be shared or viewed 
beyond the Opera Australia Young Artist selection panel.   

  



 

 
 

Application Checklist  

• Read through the General Information for Applicants and FAQs before you make your 
application OA YAP Application.  

• Check you have compiled all parts of your application including:  
o Application form completed  
o CV (2-pages)  
o Personal Statement – 500 words  
o High quality current photo or headshot  
o Treatment OR Recordings Web-link (unlisted YouTube video/Vimeo)  
o Declaration  

• Declaration: Candidates are to provide a written statement as follows: "I declare that the 
material on this recording is my own work. The recording took place on (Date) at (Venue) in 
(City) in one continuous un-edited take. Please include your signature.  

• Please take care to label your documents with your name before you upload them. 
Fullname_Documentname_2024  

• Ensure all file formats are either PDF, PNG or JPEG file types. The max file upload size is 
1Mb.  

• Do you live in Australia? Residency status (Yes/No). If you are successful, you will be 
required to provide proof of identity and Australian residential address.  

• Review recordings to ensure they’re clear and uninterrupted and write your declaration.  
• Submit before the due date 9am Monday 21 October 2024 and confirm receipt of 

application.  

  

https://opera.org.au/young-artist-program/program-information
https://opera.org.au/young-artist-program/faqs
https://app.smartsheet.com/b/form/ec741c99ed6f4f7e8354ddf31f8ffedf


 

 
 

 Personal Statement 

This is a statement that enables us to get to know you better. No more than 500 words, this piece of 
writing should tell us about you, your experience and goals, your passion for opera and anything 
else you would like us to know. There is no need to be overly formal, use an authentic tone that 
represents you. Please find a few prompt questions below if you need help to get started. These 
questions are not prescriptive but suggestions only.   

• Share something about who you are and what you’re passionate about outside of opera.  

• What are your aspirations for your career?   

• Tell us about your broader musical and artistic experience and interests.  

• What have you identified are your greatest strengths as a musician/performer/learner?  

• What would you like to spend time developing during your time with Opera Australia?   

• Why opera?   

• What’s an activity that has shaped your personality and character?  

• Tell us about your influences.  

• Give us an example of a challenge you have overcome in your training and what you learned 
along the way.   

 

 


