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Singaporean Dickson Yeo, who spied for China in
the US, arrested by ISD upon his return

Dickson Yeo Jun Wei had spent 14 months in a US jail for spying. PHOTO: DICKSON YEQ/FACEBOOK
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UPDATED DEC 31,2020, 2.03 AM =

SINGAPORE - The Singaporean who spied on the United States for China has been
arrested by the Internal Security Department on his return to Singapore on
Wednesday (Dec 30).

Dickson Yeo Jun Wei, 39, had been sentenced to 14 months’jail in the US for spying,
and he revealed to investigators there that his "previous intelligence taskings targeted
other states apart from the US", said the ISD in a release on Wednesday.

The ISD will interview Yeo to establish if he had engaged in "activities prejudicial to
Singapore’s security".

"Singapore will not allow our nationals to be subverted or used by any foreign actors
for activities prejudicial to our security and national interests," said the department.

"The Government takes a very serious view of any Singaporean who enters into a
clandestine relationship with a foreign government and engages in espionage or
subversive activities at the behest of the foreign power."

The ISD added that such individuals will be firmly dealt with.

It cannot provide any further information, as investigations are still being done.
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The ISD also said that precautionary measures are in place to ensure there is early
detection, infection control and safe distancing in the facility where Yeo is being held.

“Precautionary measures were taken during the arrest process to safeguard the health
of personnel involved,” said the department, adding that Yeo was still subject to the
“prevailing border control requirements” when he arrived in Singapore.

The ISD added that it has informed Yeo’s family members of his arrest and that the
department is in contact with them, should they need any assistance.

However, as it is still investigating Yeo, he may be denied calls and visits, it said.

Yeo had pleaded guilty in July this year, to obtaining sensitive information from
Americans under the direction of Chinese intelligence officials.

He had maintained that he was supportive of the Chinese "cause" even towards the
end of his court hearings and he claimed that he did not "betray Singapore".

MORE ON THIS TOPIC
S'pore unlikely to take legal action against Dickson Yeo over US spying case: Experts

Dickson Yeo's digital footprint: Glimpse into political views, childhood, personal convictions
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He spied on the US for four years, after being recruited by Chinese intelligence
officials in 2015, when he visited Beijing for a presentation on the political situation in
South-east Asia.

The then PhD student at the Lee Kuan Yew School of Public Policy was tasked by
Chinese intelligence to spot and assess American citizens, including US military and
government employees, who had access to valuable non-public information.

Yeo admitted that he paid American citizens to write reports that he then sent to the
Chinese government without the writers' knowledge.

He set up a fake political consultancy to do so and trawled through social networking
sites to find his targets.

MORE ON THIS TOPIC

Dickson Yeo not first S'porean spy; cypher officer jailed for spying in 1980 gave in to sex
blackmail by Russian agent

Dickson Yeo's arrest puts spotlight on the shadowy world of spies
He was caught and arrested in the US in November 2019.

After news broke of Yeo's arrest, China denied recruiting him as a spy and accused the
US of having reached "a state of extreme suspicion".

Yeo's PhD candidature was terminated when the school learnt of his espionage
activities.

MORE ON THIS TOPIC
Dickson Yeo tried to get a job in Singapore agencies dealing with classified issues: Ex-diplomat

China denies involvement with Singapore spy, says US has reached 'state of extreme suspicion'
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FROM AROUND THE WEB

https://www.straitstimes.com/singapore/singaporean-dickson-yeo-who-spied-for-china-in-the-us-arrested-by-isd-upon-his-return 4/8


https://t.me/TheStraitsTimes
https://www.straitstimes.com/singapore/singaporean-jailed-for-spying-in-1980-gave-in-to-sex-blackmail
https://www.straitstimes.com/singapore/singaporean-jailed-for-spying-in-1980-gave-in-to-sex-blackmail
https://www.straitstimes.com/singapore/dickson-yeos-arrest-puts-spotlight-on-the-shadowy-world-of-spies
https://www.straitstimes.com/singapore/dickson-yeos-arrest-puts-spotlight-on-the-shadowy-world-of-spies
https://www.straitstimes.com/singapore/yeo-tried-to-get-a-job-in-spore-agencies-dealing-with-classified-issues-ex-diplomat
https://www.straitstimes.com/singapore/yeo-tried-to-get-a-job-in-spore-agencies-dealing-with-classified-issues-ex-diplomat
https://www.straitstimes.com/asia/east-asia/china-denies-involvement-with-singapore-spy-says-us-has-reached-state-of-extreme
https://www.straitstimes.com/asia/east-asia/china-denies-involvement-with-singapore-spy-says-us-has-reached-state-of-extreme

8/26/2021 Singaporean Dickson Yeo, who spied for China in the US, arrested by ISD upon his return, Singapore News & Top Stories - The Straits Ti...

How To Entirely Put A Red Cup [Photos] Seal Kept ~ Women Who Eat

Empty Your Bowels  Under Your Toilet Nudging Divers According To Body
Each Morning (1 Seat At Night, Arm, Finally, He Type Lose Weight
Min Routine) Here's Why Realized Why Faster

Your Gut Reboot Gazillions History Chronicle Health-intelligence.us

https://www.straitstimes.com/singapore/singaporean-dickson-yeo-who-spied-for-china-in-the-us-arrested-by-isd-upon-his-return 5/8


https://www.outbrain.com/what-is/default/en
https://track.roinattrack.com/e49a3a19-1845-4db2-ac3d-ce99fa9e032c?ADID=00ddfacd41b66c50c42b53e1c0c39f7b86&Title=How+To+Entirely+Empty+Your+Bowels+Each+Morning+%281+Min+Routine%29&sectname=$section_name$&Camp=005b2654ad0f68630af56c606301f5a966&sectid=$section_id$&pubid=$publisher_id$&pubname=$publisher_name$&obclickId={click.id}&ob_click_id=$ob_click_id$&obOrigUrl=true
http://gazillions.com/entertainment/life-hacks-nobody-told-you-about-until-now/?utm_medium=cpc&utm_source=outbrain_az&utm_campaign=468096&utm_term=$publisher_name$_-_$section_name$_-_$publisher_id$_-_$section_id$&obOrigUrl=true
http://www.historychronicle.com/view/seal-says-this-to-diver-hc/?src=outbrain&utm_source=outbrain&utm_medium=$section_id$&utm_campaign=006b7e9daa5976342472ec7beff2c4a669&utm_key=400&utm_content=00364bbd79779364f4251d9c9e662174c8&utm_term=HC_D_US_seal-says-this-to-diver-hc_danielled_w_286096218_INTR_conv18&guid=$ob_click_id$&omid=0032d2ed168e3a2dc12be1be2debb2aff8&obOrigUrl=true
https://www.healthintelligence.us/vsh-hollywood-stars-miracles/Celebs_vT1.html?utm_source=outbrain&utm_medium=cpc-kendago&utm_campaign=quiz&o_campaign=quiz&utm_content=Women+Who+Eat+According+To+Body+Type+Lose+Weight+Faster&o_campaignid=000fefb8ca52d289685ea50e2584f46f57&o_ad=Women+Who+Eat+According+To+Body+Type+Lose+Weight+Faster&o_adid=00a8d251f18a7cea84f8971cbed8317341&o_doc=Celebrity+trainer+reveals+how+to+customize+your+weight+loss+plan+with+&o_docid=00f13ac5c7659253245668205d98cf220a&o_requestid=$req_id$&o_sourceid=$source_id$&o_linkid=00a8d251f18a7cea84f8971cbed8317341&o_section=$section_name$&o_sectionid=$section_id$&o_publisher=$publisher_name$&o_publisherid=$publisher_id$&o_userid=$uuid$&o_clickid=$ob_click_id$&o_androidid=$android_id$&o_iosid=$idfa$&obOrigUrl=true
https://trace.mediago.io/api/bidder/track?tn=bc72b3eb6925c20c847099cbb2fe144f&price=OHjlmf4rjOMFLYkGfOK5cJXs5SGVMTgY7pbm75kee8o&evt=102&rid=8ec1e4cb19fb097707c170831d759522&campaignid=1039936&impid=39-4.645x337-1&offerid=2607021&test=0&time=1630004113&cp=YDpQtQ80GwTzcDo8g3uN5lLp5nvUHpXNECRNIhA-_Yw&clickid=39_8ec1e4cb19fb097707c170831d759522_39-4.645x337-1&acid=518&trackingid=19aacf297b83102d4cc5ee0771fb55c1&uid=27c10b9a8f1d73072ab73706912b9d72f9def03e2102c69d2d3c09bf61207826&jt=2&url=CyIoPyhtFnHUgp7WICkha4V5mHcx6goY1Qw4fO55u_yoNi-fbgbiAwZ4QUagjYpHjptOgZTzwzKkVArNtr91rWMh0wJ_gWntl6DW2nsrKjWMjXKF5wgQuQUtRE91Ba4g44FVr77NOKIem_r0_EaVDS-jlSwM3Y71MyEYGRpTPl49SOVIeiFaGZBxQ3rhOkBoMZjRRS6KwACUlsGozCo0hsAlVjuyGOc1bNOus5c8eEbbNDqUeP3zuaRiD3dQbREbty0Um2TurmuMm3zgc0IZRC-ATQxnXb0TCHaH0L4AXYTLjhOZlpuhJ1SwryHnXj-WRHiyo5C_24-3QEVVk951gJaEc_Exo3qKoGDvIpCJPI30jUgOJdFn7V-WJbS6bPiGkdved5bE5cqRZxpcx4j-p85pAYmAo2maOSyueLACW6M&bm=0&la=en&cn=us&cid=1081435&info=SZdjoXQA0LSnkvX89pa9InPa3nlwa-gnTUGcZmKJkUU&obOrigUrl=true
https://capitaloneshopping.com/blog/is-amazon-actually-giving-you-the-best-price-779e00e8958e?utm_source=Newton&utm_campaign=002cebf1de78d58e1cd0a70d7935d6778f&utm_term=008600a193418ab44053ecfceae8f9b69c&obOrigUrl=true
http://www2.digestiondefense.com/cid/7013w000001vAnrAAE?subid1=$ob_click_id$&utm_term=campaign_id_005b7107836d9aedcc37826b3a7421b87d_site_source_$publisher_name$_&subid2=$publisher_name$_$section_name$&subid4=$req_id$-001be0bd18aa9275ade21df32114376626&obOrigUrl=true
https://betterbe.co/life/beautiful-girls-first-names/?lo=c&dens=2&v=c&vstr=1&sf=1&ob_cnt=0063fe8ff2b937877d21959385cfac1ba7&utm_term=$section_id$&ob_section=$section_name$&utm_source=outbrain&utm_medium=outbrain&utm_content=$section_id$&utm_campaign=JM_BabyGirl_OB_D_US_03523&obOrigUrl=true

8/26/2021 Singaporean Dickson Yeo, who spied for China in the US, arrested by ISD upon his return, Singapore News & Top Stories - The Straits Ti...

This Guy Spent Read This Before 62 Year-Old

Three Months You Renew Amazon  Celebrity Trainer First Names
Secretly In The Attic  Prime Again Finds "Fountain of Forgotten

Of His Ex- Agelessness” By Throughout The
Girlfriend's House Eating These 4... Years

Trading Blvd Capital One Shopping Power Life by Tony Horton = http://betterbe.co/

Ad

[Photos] The Worst College  PAIGE Women's Verdugo Murphy Beds For Cheap

Football Stadiums In The US  Ultra Skinny Jeans - Smokey
Distressed | Grey | Size 31

Gameday News Paige Denim Beds | Search Ads

If You Have Toenail Fungus  Top US Cardiologist Begs [Gallery] Mama Bear Hugs
Try This Tonight Everyone To Quit These 3 Man After He Saves Her

Foods Drowning Cub

Fungus Eliminator Total Restore DailyStuff

https://www.straitstimes.com/singapore/singaporean-dickson-yeo-who-spied-for-china-in-the-us-arrested-by-isd-upon-his-return 6/8


https://trace.mediago.io/api/bidder/track?tn=bc72b3eb6925c20c847099cbb2fe144f&price=OHjlmf4rjOMFLYkGfOK5cJXs5SGVMTgY7pbm75kee8o&evt=102&rid=8ec1e4cb19fb097707c170831d759522&campaignid=1039936&impid=39-4.645x337-1&offerid=2607021&test=0&time=1630004113&cp=YDpQtQ80GwTzcDo8g3uN5lLp5nvUHpXNECRNIhA-_Yw&clickid=39_8ec1e4cb19fb097707c170831d759522_39-4.645x337-1&acid=518&trackingid=19aacf297b83102d4cc5ee0771fb55c1&uid=27c10b9a8f1d73072ab73706912b9d72f9def03e2102c69d2d3c09bf61207826&jt=2&url=CyIoPyhtFnHUgp7WICkha4V5mHcx6goY1Qw4fO55u_yoNi-fbgbiAwZ4QUagjYpHjptOgZTzwzKkVArNtr91rWMh0wJ_gWntl6DW2nsrKjWMjXKF5wgQuQUtRE91Ba4g44FVr77NOKIem_r0_EaVDS-jlSwM3Y71MyEYGRpTPl49SOVIeiFaGZBxQ3rhOkBoMZjRRS6KwACUlsGozCo0hsAlVjuyGOc1bNOus5c8eEbbNDqUeP3zuaRiD3dQbREbty0Um2TurmuMm3zgc0IZRC-ATQxnXb0TCHaH0L4AXYTLjhOZlpuhJ1SwryHnXj-WRHiyo5C_24-3QEVVk951gJaEc_Exo3qKoGDvIpCJPI30jUgOJdFn7V-WJbS6bPiGkdved5bE5cqRZxpcx4j-p85pAYmAo2maOSyueLACW6M&bm=0&la=en&cn=us&cid=1081435&info=SZdjoXQA0LSnkvX89pa9InPa3nlwa-gnTUGcZmKJkUU&obOrigUrl=true
https://capitaloneshopping.com/blog/is-amazon-actually-giving-you-the-best-price-779e00e8958e?utm_source=Newton&utm_campaign=002cebf1de78d58e1cd0a70d7935d6778f&utm_term=008600a193418ab44053ecfceae8f9b69c&obOrigUrl=true
http://www2.digestiondefense.com/cid/7013w000001vAnrAAE?subid1=$ob_click_id$&utm_term=campaign_id_005b7107836d9aedcc37826b3a7421b87d_site_source_$publisher_name$_&subid2=$publisher_name$_$section_name$&subid4=$req_id$-001be0bd18aa9275ade21df32114376626&obOrigUrl=true
https://betterbe.co/life/beautiful-girls-first-names/?lo=c&dens=2&v=c&vstr=1&sf=1&ob_cnt=0063fe8ff2b937877d21959385cfac1ba7&utm_term=$section_id$&ob_section=$section_name$&utm_source=outbrain&utm_medium=outbrain&utm_content=$section_id$&utm_campaign=JM_BabyGirl_OB_D_US_03523&obOrigUrl=true
https://www.gamedaynews.com/football/worst-college-football-stadiums-mobile/?utm_campaign=evv-d-us-r-0-0-210820-gn-ob-0&utm_source=ob&utm_medium=$section_id$-ob&utm_content=00264e9f41994558cb42a7ebae8490c353&utm_cpc=$cpc$&obOrigUrl=true
https://cat.va.us.criteo.com/delivery/ckn.php?cppv=3&cpp=Yl0i0cz-A_EvK3LWhcu6AUeYvB7myXLzl807KwQC8ZBTVP3_RrBACgWvRO4BfuDN-IHaNuNO5Gj1YUhcUyrDpdzhvUCVgVLSpgtn6Y6HB4FuejoG2QP3jz2mMhlxffqLnlV3IWKFrYlf6mVBeUbYFn89YART0Oi4whTqg7qtAp5k0sqdW40qF5BrOM-9UeGKK6ZC0ns1ycdFQ3uxFQCo-en6fLKdYPpW9ht6IVNoaIwpzM2EGdeF1Ly0BQCJrCr6DDKWQOPvJUSmoMlu9qRNH7xcv1F4t3XVoFnic8O0GQoEuiV7VKqA67KZsIx6yGq2XjFS38m_E7EINgHooYdrrlftBiEwI9wmEK4IwmuN8qOatDkfp4dESSj345_zM2nhzEO1Z-Tr-hK1aKcfuQr54DvTqIqg6Y5KEGu5wh2OTzDWPg5C2igvWD9vKYmifljNaP-bf38nbp59OZU86BJxJVoyUgkv44OJWAcqm0asu-8p3g_v&maxdest=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.paige.com%2Fp%2Fverdugo-ultra-skinny--1394743-2133%3Futm_source%3Dcriteo%26utm_medium%3Ddisplay%26utm_campaign%3DDPA%26&obOrigUrl=true
https://searchtopics.net/index.php?rgid=126389&gclid=$ob_click_id$&obOrigUrl=true
https://anyington-insolines.com/f5e1ce55-37da-429b-abfd-5894504c0265?campaign_id=00eba1bee4510a74c6a4a0973d371bc741&publisher_id=$publisher_id$&publisher_name=$publisher_name$&ad_id=00128a3515a0ddd5535d2bf22a0e1126f7&ad_title=If+You+Have+Toenail+Fungus+Try+This+Tonight&section_id=$section_id$&section_name=$section_name$&req_id=$req_id$&promoted_link_id=00128a3515a0ddd5535d2bf22a0e1126f7&time_stamp=$time_stamp$&ob_click_id=$ob_click_id$&OutbrainClickId=$ob_click_id$&obOrigUrl=true
https://go.bettergut.xyz/34bcd801-b5e1-43a0-a921-ae27aabcd37e?campaign_id=002b07369513db7fdea7ef94d62577ba61&publisher_id=$publisher_id$&publisher_name=$publisher_name$&ad_id=00bdc026710fcf36e7e6328029b469c2ad&ad_title=Top+US+Cardiologist+Begs+Everyone+To+Quit+These+3+Foods&section_id=$section_id$&section_name=$section_name$&req_id=$req_id$&promoted_link_id=00bdc026710fcf36e7e6328029b469c2ad&time_stamp=$time_stamp$&ob_click_id=$ob_click_id$&campaign_id=002b07369513db7fdea7ef94d62577ba61&publisher_id=$publisher_id$&publisher_name=$publisher_name$&ad_id=00bdc026710fcf36e7e6328029b469c2ad&ad_title=Top+US+Cardiologist+Begs+Everyone+To+Quit+These+3+Foods&section_id=$section_id$&section_name=$section_name$&req_id=$req_id$&promoted_link_id=00bdc026710fcf36e7e6328029b469c2ad&time_stamp=$time_stamp$&ob_click_id=$ob_click_id$&obOrigUrl=true
https://www.daily-stuff.com/mother-bear/?utm_medium=outbrain&utm_source=120&utm_campaign=210624152543531x0xchedg_002286aefd530394a983801ac9caf30a38&utm_term=$origpubname$_$origsrcname$_$section_id$&utm_content=%5BGallery%5D+Mama+Bear+Hugs+Man+After+He+Saves+Her+Drowning+Cub&cpc=$cpc$&obOrigUrl=true

8/26/2021 Singaporean Dickson Yeo, who spied for China in the US, arrested by ISD upon his return, Singapore News & Top Stories - The Straits Ti...

Subscrib

Get unlimited access to exclusive stories

e today

and analyses by the ST newsroom

E-paper

Choose your plan

f Facebook

Instagram

N RSS Feed

¥ Twitter

i) Podcasts

<“d Telegram

« SINGAPORE
. ASIA

- WORLD

« OPINION

. LIFE

« BUSINESS

Taveana ©C N mdlrlia

O Youtube

. TECH

« SPORT

. VIDEOS

- PODCASTS

« MULTIMEDIA

https://www.straitstimes.com/singapore/singaporean-dickson-yeo-who-spied-for-china-in-the-us-arrested-by-isd-upon-his-return

7/8


https://subscribe.sph.com.sg/publications-st/?utm_campaign=st_subscription&utm_medium=sph-publication&utm_source=st&utm_content=subscribebutton-footer
http://sph.com.sg/legal/website_tnc.html
http://stepaper.straitstimes.com/
http://www.facebook.com/TheStraitsTimes
http://instagram.com/straits_times
http://twitter.com/straits_times
https://www.straitstimes.com/st-podcasts
https://www.straitstimes.com/RSS-Feeds
https://t.me/TheStraitsTimes
https://www.youtube.com/user/StraitsTimesOnline
https://www.straitstimes.com/singapore
https://www.straitstimes.com/asia
https://www.straitstimes.com/world
https://www.straitstimes.com/opinion
https://www.straitstimes.com/life
https://www.straitstimes.com/business
https://www.straitstimes.com/tech
https://www.straitstimes.com/sport
https://www.straitstimes.com/videos
https://www.straitstimes.com/st-podcasts
https://www.straitstimes.com/multimedia

8/26/2021 Singaporean Dickson Yeo, who spied for China in the US, arrested by ISD upon his return, Singapore News & Top Stories - The Straits Ti...
IEI111S & LOMUILIVIS

Data Protection Policy
Need help? Reach us here.
Advertise with us

B Sign up for our daily newsletter

Enter your e-mail

More newsletters
By registering, you agree to our T&C and Privacy Policy.

SPH Digital News / Copyright © 2021 Singapore Press Holdings Ltd. Co. Regn. No. 198402868E. All rights reserved

https://www.straitstimes.com/singapore/singaporean-dickson-yeo-who-spied-for-china-in-the-us-arrested-by-isd-upon-his-return 8/8


http://sph.com.sg/legal/website_tnc.html
http://sph.com.sg/legal/pdpa.html
https://www.straitstimes.com/advertise-with-the-straits-times
https://www.straitstimes.com/newsletter-signup

