
Preface   ix

Introduction   xiii

1. Railroads West   1
	1.	 Industrializing the Western Landscape   xvi

Alfred A. Hart, “End of the Track. Near Humboldt River 
Canyon, Nevada,” 1868   3

	2.	 Rationalizing Western Space   3

Watson’s New Map of the Western States, Territories, 
Mexico, and Central America, 1869   5

	3.	 Conquering Nature by Violence   4

“Shall the Buffalo Go?—Slaughtered for a Pastime,”  
1883   6

	4.	 Railroad Work and the Indispensability of 
Chinese Labor   6

Alfred A. Hart, End of Track, on Humboldt Plains, 
ca. 1865–69   7

	5.	 Railroad Graft and Influence   7

The Colton Letters, n.d. [1894]   8

	6.	 Picturing the West and the Rails   8

Map of the Central Pacific Railroad and Its Connections,  
ca. 1870   10
“Up in the Mountains of Colorado . . . the Grand 
‘Burlington Route’ C.B. & Q. R.R.,” ca. 1883   12
“Frisco Line, St. Louis and San Francisco Ry,” ca. 1890   12

	7.	 Hardly Romantic: A Famed Travel Writer Goes 
West in the 1870s   8

Robert Louis Stevenson, The Amateur Emigrant, 1895   9

2. Western Conquest: The War against 
Native America   15

	8.	 A Military Officer Justifies the Sand Creek 
Massacre   19

John Milton Chivington, “To the People of Colorado,”  
1865   19

	9.	 Instructions to Whites in Indian Country   22

Henry B. Carrington, “Orders to Civilian Wagon  
Trains in Montana,” 1866   23

	10.	 A Military Officer’s View of the Black Hills   24

Richard I. Dodge, “Indians and the Indian Question,”  
1876   24

	11.	 A Cheyenne View of Battle   27

Wooden Leg, Account of the Battle of Little Bighorn,  
1931   28

	12.	 A Nez Percé’s Call for Peace   32

Chief Joseph, “An Indian’s View of Indian Affairs,”  
1879   33

3. The Unwelcome   39

	13.	 The Chinese Question in a California City   40

Willard Glazier, “San Francisco,” 1883   41

	14.	 The Chinese Question in Cartoon   43

“Uncle Sam’s Hospitality,” 1882   44

	15.	 Sealing the Borders   43

The Chinese Exclusion Act, 1882   45

4. The Rise of the Western Metropolis   49

	16.	 A Tourist’s View of the Utah Territory   51

Samuel Bowles, “A Week in Salt Lake,” 1869   52

	17.	 A Day in Denver   55

W. R. Russell, “Denver City,” 1882   55

	18.	 An African American Community  
in the West   58

Booker T. Washington, “Boley, a Negro Town in  
the West,” 1908   58

	19 and 20. Demography in the West   62

US Census Bureau, Statistics Measuring Progress and 
Birthrates, 1890 and 1900   62

Contents

Deverell-Shaped By The West Volume-2.indd   5 01/05/18   2:51 PM



5. Populism: The Politics of Protest   67

	21.	 Women in the Populist Movement   70

Annie L. Diggs, “The Women in the Alliance  
Movement,” 1892   71

	22.	 Defending Populism   74

Daniel Zercher, “75 Reasons Why I Am a Populist,”  
1894   74

	23.	 A Newspaperman Opposes Populism   78

William Allen White, “What’s the Matter  
With Kansas?,” 1896   78

	24.	 Silver Populism and “The Cross of Gold”   81

William Jennings Bryan, “The Cross of Gold”  
Speech, 1896   82

6. Labor Unrest in the West   89

	25.	 The “White Caps” of New Mexico  
Make Their Demands Known   91

“The White Caps 1,500 Strong and Gaining Daily,”  
1890   92

	26.	 Unrest in Idaho   93

Jack London, “Something Rotten in Idaho,” 1906   93

	27.	 The Miners Reply   96

Western Federation of Miners, Statement in Answer  
and Rebuttal, 1904   96

	28.	 A Muckraker Charts a Middle Course   101

Ray Stannard Baker, “The Reign of Lawlessness:  
Anarchy and Despotism in Colorado,” 1904   101

	29.	 Protesting Conditions in Colorado   105

Mother Jones, “To My Friends and the Public  
Generally,” 1914   106

	30.	 Support for the Mine Owners   107

John D. Rockefeller Jr., Address to Colorado Fuel and  
Iron Officials and Employee Representatives, 1915   107

7. Los Angeles Comes of Age   113

	31.	 The (Presumed) Control of Nature:  
Los Angeles Plans to Concretize Its River   114

Los Angeles Times, “First Long Step Made toward 
Flood Control,” 1915   115

	32.	 The Socialist Party in Los Angeles Supports  
the L.A. Aqueduct   116

“Municipal Platform: Socialist Party of Los Angeles,”  
1911   117

	33.	 Water for the Thirsty Metropolis   117

The Los Angeles Aqueduct, ca. 1919   118

	34.	 The Ocean Beckons   117

Bathers on the Beach, Southern California, ca. 1915   118

8. World War I and the West   121

	35.	 Los Angeles Welcomes Lighter-Than-Air 
Machines   123

Los Angeles Hosts the World’s Second-Ever International 
Air Meet, 1910   124

	36.	 Aviators Push the Boundaries of Flight  
and Distance   124

Aviator Calbraith “Cal” Perry Rodgers, 1911   125

	37.	 Mexico Invited to Join the Central Powers   126

The Zimmermann Telegram, 1917   126

	38.	 Preparing for War   126

Los Angeles Times, Editorial, 1917   127

	39.	 Support for the War in Wyoming   128

Harrison Clifford Dale, “What We Are Fighting For,” 1918   128

	40.	 Camp Life in Texas   132

Rex F. Harlow, “Camp Bowie,” 1919   133

9. Progressives, Progressivism, and  
the American West   139

	41.	 A Californian Argues against Women’s  
Suffrage   142

George S. Patton, “Why Women Should Not Be  
Given the Vote,” 1911   142

	42.	 Suffragist Strategy in California   147

Charlotte Anita Whitney, “Suggestions for Successful 
Organization,” 1911   148

	43.	 Legislative Reform in Oregon   150

Gilbert L. Hedges, Where the People Rule, 1914   151

	44.	 New Voters and the Americanization  
Movement   154

California Commission of Immigration and Housing, 
Americanization, 1918   155

	45.	 Children in the Fields   157

Attributed to Lewis Hine, A Family Working on a 
Sugar Beet Farm in Northern Colorado, 1915   158

10. The 1920s: Prohibition and  
the West   161

	46.	 Montana Takes a Stand on Alcohol   163

C. N. Kessler, Liquor Laws of Montana, 1915   164

Deverell-Shaped By The West Volume-2.indd   6 01/05/18   2:51 PM



	47.	 Wet and Dry in the Far West   167

George Fort Milton, “The Wets and the West,” 1926   167

	48.	 Prohibition in the Mountain West   170

Martha Bensley Bruere, Does Prohibition Work?, 1927   170

	49.	 A Physician Supports Prohibition   174

August Kuhlmann, Prohibition as It Is in Some Parts 
of the West, 1928   174

11. The Great Depression: The New Deal 
and the Western Landscape   179

	50.	 What to Expect in the Civilian Conservation 
Corps   182

California State Relief Administration, “Typical Questions 
and Answers,” ca. 1936   182

	51.	 Destitution and Homelessness   185

Los Angeles Hoovervilles, 1930s   185

	52.	 A Thirteen-Year-Old Boy Writes to Eleanor 
Roosevelt   186

Dear Mrs. Rosevelt, 1937   186

	53.	 Workers on Boulder Dam   186

Oral Histories of the Boulder Dam Project, 1931–35   187

	54.	 Death on Boulder Dam   191

Boulder Canyon Project Fatalities, 1922–35   192

	55.	 Dedication of Boulder Dam   196

Franklin D. Roosevelt, Address at Boulder Dam, 1935   197

12. Domestic Turmoil and Intolerance  
in a Time of War   203

	56.	 Internment in Washington   205

Monica Sone, Nisei Daughter, 1953   206

	57.	 Internment Orders from the President   208

Franklin D. Roosevelt, Executive Order 9066, 1942   208

	58.	 Pictures from Internment   209

Miné Okubo, Citizen 13660, 1946   210

	59.	 The Director of Relocation Addresses  
Internment   211

Dillon S. Myer, “Democracy in Relocation,” 1943   212

	60.	 Racial Profiling in Wartime   217

Life Magazine, “How to Tell Japs from the 
Chinese,” 1941   218

	61.	 Racial and Ethnic Tensions in Southern  
California: The Zoot Suit Riots of 1943   218

Zoot Suiters Lined Up, ca. 1943   219

13. The Cold War and the Atomic West   223

	62.	 Observer’s Report of Atomic Test   225

Frank P. Zeidler, “Observer’s Report of Atomic Test,” 1952   
225

	63.	 Civil Defense in the Nuclear Age   230

North Dakota Civil Defense Agency, “How You Will 
Survive,” ca. 1960   230

	64.	 Conditions in Bombed Areas   235

U.S. News & World Report,“What It’s Like to Live in Earth’s 
Most A-Bombed Area,” 1957   235

	65.	 Pledging Patriotism, or Else   239

University of California Loyalty Oath, 1950s   239

14. Generation and Other Gaps   243

	66.	 Fighting for Equality and Voice   246

Mattachine Society, Call to Arms, ca. 1952   246

	67.	 Student Mobilization for Free Speech   246

Mario Savio, Address to the Free Speech Movement,  
1964   247

	68.	 Support for California Farm Workers   249

Martin Luther King Jr., Telegram to Cesar Chavez  
Regarding the Delano Strike, 1965   249

	69.	 The Rise of the Black Panthers   250

Various Oral Histories, 1990   250

	70.	 Citizens Organize after Watts   253

Clara James, “The South Side Citizens Defense  
Committee,” 1966   253

	71.	 The Liberation of Alcatraz Island   256

Indians of All Tribes, “Proclamation to the Great  
White Father and All His People,” 1969   257

	72.	 Power to the People? A Separatist Effort  
in the Far West   260

Alpine County, California, Gay Migration Poster,  
1970   259

15. The West’s Vietnam   263

	73.	 Mexican American Reactions to  
Vietnam   265

Ruben Salazar, “Chicanos vs. Traditionalists,” 1970   266

	74.	 Students against the War   268

Stop the War Committee Newsletter, 1966   268

	75.	 A Classic Antiwar Song   269

Country Joe McDonald, “I-Feel-Like-I’m-Fixin’-to-Die Rag,” 
1965   269

Deverell-Shaped By The West Volume-2.indd   7 01/05/18   2:51 PM



	76.	 “OUT NOW”   270

National Peace Action Coalition Poster Protesting the War 
in Vietnam, ca. 1972   271

	77.	 The Counter-Counterculture   271

Merle Haggard, “Okie from Muskogee,” 1969   272

	78.	 The President’s Support for the War   272

Richard Nixon, Speech at the Air Force Academy, 1969   273

16. Immigration Roils the West   277

	79.	 Immigration Restriction in the Rockies   279

Lisa Jones, “El Nuevo West,” 1996   280

	80.	 Restricting Undocumented Immigration   285

California’s Proposition 187, 1994   286

	81.	 Support for Proposition 187   289

Harold Ezell, “Enough Is More Than Enough,” 1994   289

	82.	 The English-Only Bandwagon   291

Joanne Jacobs, “Latino Vote Is Key to Depth of Prop. 227’s 
Victory,” 1998   291

	83.	 Rallying for (and against) Immigrant Rights   293

Immigrant Rights Rally, Los Angeles, 2006   294

	84.	 Building a Wall   294

President Donald Trump, Speech to Congress, 2017   295

17. Environmental Challenges and 
Environmental Imperatives   299

	85.	 Plans for Earth Day   301

Claire Boissevain and Jim Harding, “Curriculum for 
Cubberley High School,” 1970   302

	86.	 Eco-Sabotage as Civil Disobedience   304

Edward Abbey, The Monkey Wrench Gang, 1975   305

	87.	 Climate Change, Drought, and the Fate  
of the West   312

Snowpack Data, ca. 1950–present   312

	88.	 The Velocity of Aridity   313

Far Western Drought from Space   313

	89.	 Fighting the Tyranny of Turf   313

Metropolitan Water District Pays Customers to  
Kill Grass, 2015   314

	90.	 National Monuments Come Under  
Renewed Scrutiny   314

Presidential Executive Order on the Review of  
Designations Under the Antiquities Act, 2017   315

Deverell-Shaped By The West Volume-2.indd   8 01/05/18   2:51 PM



			   ix

These two volumes on the history of the Ameri-
can West first came about because of a really 
good idea that did not work. Twenty years ago, 
the two of us agreed to sign up for an innovative 
project aimed at tying regional history to the 
broadest sweeps of US history. The elegant 
intention for a two-volume annotated reader on 
the West was that it would supplement Ameri-
can history survey courses taught at colleges 
and universities in the West.

Broad-brush national issues—war, slavery, 
conquest, labor, gender and the family, cities, 
etc.—would be elaborated upon by documents 
and images drawn from, and interpreted within, 
western settings. Students learning about Pro-
hibition, for example, would address that topic 
and its long history by reading temperance and 
Prohibition sources alongside stories from west-
ern places: Colorado, California, Wyoming, 
Oregon, and others. Specific settings would 
shed light on the overriding topic, and students 
in the West would get to know their region’s his-
tory better and more broadly.

Good idea, right? It was. And the first edition 
of these two volumes offered the two of us, 
friends and colleagues now for half our lives, a 
great opportunity to work on something 
together.

So what happened? The easy answer is that, 
for whatever reason or reasons, the survey 
courses on campus in the US West did not much 
bend to the regional illumination our books 
offered. Maybe the survey-course instructors 
did not want to alter the way they taught their 

courses. Maybe a textbook-driven syllabus 
could not easily accommodate two additional 
volumes of readings and exercises. Maybe the 
innovative idea required a bit more public rela-
tions energy than a busy publisher could be 
expected to provide.

But the books did not fail. They just hit a dif-
ferent target than the one we first imagined. Not 
long after they were published in 2000, we 
began to hear from our western history col-
leagues all over the country, who told us that 
our two volumes were a hit in their courses. Not 
their US survey courses but their western, or 
various versions of regional, history courses. 
The documents and images brought the West’s 
complex, chaotic history to life and to the 
ground. Voices of real people could be heard in 
the primary source records we had mined for 
the books. And our brief annotations and intro-
ductions helped our colleagues by adding con-
text and scholarly perspective to history’s 
themes, moments, and episodes.

The “hook” was unintended, but no less grat-
ifying because of it. The books got out there, 
they got taught, and our colleagues told us that 
they liked using them.

So here we are, two decades later, launching 
them again. We’re different, our students are 
different, the concerns of historians who focus 
on the West have changed, so these books are 
different. With a new publisher, everything had 
to be rethought, reorganized, and revised in 
light of how much the field of western history 
has changed in this century.

Preface
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It still makes sense to pull the long history of 
the West apart, to make this a two-volume 
reader. There is an early West and a later West, 
though the dividing line is a slippery concept. 
We opted, once again, for a division deep into 
the American period, roughly at the Civil War 
moment. We expect that the books will be 
taught apart and together. One aspect of west-
ern history that has invigorated the field in 
recent times has been the brilliant scholarship 
illuminating the indigenous histories of the 
West, before and after Spanish contact, before 
and after American conquest. We have been 
careful to bring much of that work to bear in 
our documents, short essays, and bibliogra-
phies, which close each chapter in both vol-
umes.

The West has grown since we wrote the first 
edition of these books. Western historians who 
were once pretty content with the continental 
and national outlines of the American West 
must now, thanks again to bold, new scholar-
ship, look beyond conventional boundaries of 
the West as a trans-Mississippi or trans-Rockies 
terrestrial place. Our West, and our students’ 
West, is capacious and boundary-breaking, 
because the human beings who lived there and 
the ideas they carried with them crossed bor-
ders. We incorporate a West that is not defined 
by terra firma but is instead oceanic. The rise of 
transnational and Pacific histories within the 
western historical canons of scholarship has 
added much to our field. Now we ask how the 
West looked, and how people lived their lives, in 
and around “the great Ocean” that borders the 
western edges of a West we ought no longer 
delimit at high tide.

There are other ways in which the West has 
grown richer as a field of historical inquiry. Our 
field’s embrace of environmental history, long 
strong, has only gotten more ambitious and 
interesting, and those prisms of analysis and 
those stories are reflected in these pages. West-

ern history has long been a field in which break-
through scholars have helped us better under-
stand such concepts as gender and masculinity. 
Researchers whose work addresses sexuality 
have added magnificently to those foundations, 
and we are indebted to them here, just as we are 
to historians and others who address LGBTQ 
histories in the archives and narratives of west-
ern America. They bring us a stunningly human 
West, where people learned new things about 
themselves, did awful things to each other, and 
sometimes took great care. Throughout this 
project, our aim has been to make these books 
speak to a new western audience, using up-to-
date scholarship, and simultaneously to relay to 
students just how exciting it is to be working in 
western history at this moment in American 
historical writing. Our archives grow, the peo-
ple in them change, and our access to that 
knowledge gets easier every day. The stories and 
puzzles they yield have never been more com-
pelling.

We also find obligation in opportunity. We 
have tried to bring contemporary concerns and 
problems into sharper view by way of context 
and history. The West is a troubled place in early 
twenty-first-century America. It is a place where 
many of the nation’s uncertainties and tensions 
seem to get wrestled with first out in the  
open, in ways both inspiring and repulsive. Our 
West, and the West of the students who will 
read these volumes, has—as it always has—
problems atop possibilities, troubles atop tri-
umphs. But the stakes seem, to us, higher now. 
What the West will do or not do, what the West 
will collectively say to the nation and to the 
world, matters greatly. Think of challenging 
issues in contemporary America: immigration, 
the environment, the carceral state, native sov-
ereignty, global change, race and racism, gender 
and power. These are not just western issues— 
of course not. But they have western valences, 
they have western contexts, and that particular 
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history ought to help us all to better understand 
them.

So in a way we have come full circle. We’re 
still friends, we still disagree about aspects of 
the West and its history, but we care about it 
deeply. This little two-volume project about the 
history of the region reflects our passion and 
experience. We still believe, as we did twenty 
years ago, that the West provides a sharply 
focused lens to view national and international 
issues. And it remains a distinctive region 
because of its physical setting and particular 
histories. We hope that in learning about that 
region and its wild history you will be shaped by 
the West. We hope you take that knowledge far 
beyond your classrooms.
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T his document collection is many years, we might say 
hundreds of years, in the making. It is the product of 
centuries of historical change and upheaval, triumph 

and tragedy, in the region we now call the American West. 
It offers hundreds of voices from the past to represent a 
range of human beings that enable you to see both glim-
mers of yourself in the past and worlds and ideas that are 
breathtakingly different.

As we think about how these will be used in class-
rooms, by you and your classmates, we are confident in 
two major ideas. The first is that you, your classmates, and 
your instructors will shape these volumes by your collec-
tive ideas, wrapped around history and region. We know 
also that reading and thinking about the history of the 
West is best done if you can sit with the words and images 
of the people who are no longer around. Some of these are 
written documents that have been translated many times, 
but some are objects, photographs, maps, or buildings. We 
have an obligation as historians to guide you in that work, 
almost to sit alongside you as you read.

The West we take you through is far more than what 
eventually becomes the US West. Those borders and that 
idea of a region didn’t always exist. Some of your experi-
ences will tilt earlier, to a West not yet conquered by 
Anglo-America, to a West of overlapping claims, global 
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ambitions, and Native systems of governance, both roving and rooted in west-
ern places and spaces. Other classes, other students of the West, will find more 
to grapple with in a “later West,” when conquest morphed into the colonialism 
of taking gold, oil, coal, or water on unprecedented scales, when cities arose to 
marshal commodities, people, and capital. And some of you will focus more 
attention on the West of the most recent vintage, the West of your own life-
times, a West of roiling demographic and political change (not so new, actu-
ally), a West at the center of some of the most vexing and divisive issues in con-
temporary American life.

So we take you to places where different ideas about how people should live 
and who should control resources bump up against each other. Sometimes that 
makes a border, sometimes a frontier, sometimes a war zone, or sometimes a 
place of peaceful diplomacy. In moving through these zones of contention or 
collaboration, the people actually there do the speaking. Our job is to ask you 
to think about this or think about that as you read. We frame the documents 
and pictures within the context of their making, and we introduce you to the 
circumstances that led to that letter or that law or that photograph.

The real meaning of all this is in the exchanges you have with the western 
past. If we know what we are talking about, our annotations, captions, and min-
iessays will help you as you move through western time and space. But it is your 
give and take with the actual sources of history that we hope this book inspires. 
The past is both like and utterly unlike the present we inhabit. Listen to the 
voices of the West. See how language is the same, yet different. Understand the 
circumstances people, groups, and nations found themselves in, how they made 
decisions, what those decisions ultimately meant. Ask questions of these 
sources—why did this happen? What might have happened differently? How 
can two people see the same moment so divergently? What were the best ideas 
of the past? What were the worst? How does the past, and all those decisions 
made by people who came before us, still influence the present and the future?

Where does the past stop, and where does the present begin? And what is 
our present other than the future’s past?

History offers fascinating terrain to exercise your ideas and come up with 
new ones. It is hard work, the answers are never easy to come by, and history 
has neither a neat beginning nor a neat end. The West, only one of an infinite 
number of ways in which to carve up the past, is a place that has fascinated us 
for the entirety of our careers. We hope that this same excitement, along with 
ideas we haven’t even thought of, accompanies you as you think your way 
through these volumes.
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