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AWS Ramp-Up Guide: Solutions Architect 
For AWS Cloud architects, solutions architects, and engineers  

These are the most salient learning resources from our classrooms, digital curricula, video library, and AWS Lab Environment, that relate to the preparing for a 

Solutions Architect Role.  This guide is not intended to be consumed entirely.  Different sections tackle different objectives.  Some resources will be less 

relevant to you today.   The guide will help you decide where you want to start your learning journey, and which step should be your next.   

 

Share your opinion of this Ramp-Up Guide with us!   

 

Identity and Security       

Learning Resource   Duration (hrs) Type 

  Introduction to AWS Identity and Access Management (IAM) Fundamental 0.1 Digital Training 

$ Introduction to AWS Identity and Access Management (IAM) Fundamental 0.8 Self-Paced Lab 

  AWS Security Fundamentals Second Edition Fundamental 2.0 Digital Training 

$ Performing a Basic Audit of your AWS Environment Fundamental 1.0 Self-Paced Lab 

$ Introduction to AWS Key Management Service Fundamental 1.0 Self-Paced Lab 

    
 

Compute and Storage       

Learning Resource   Duration (hrs) Type 

  AWS Compute Services Overview Fundamental 0.7 Digital Training 

 Getting Started with AWS Storage Fundamental 3.3 Digital Training 

  Getting Started with Amazon Simple Storage Service (Amazon S3) Fundamental 1.0 Digital Training 

$ Introduction to Amazon Simple Storage Service (S3)    Fundamental 1.0 Self-Paced Lab 

  Amazon Elastic Block Store (Amazon EBS) Primer Intermediate 1.5 Digital Training 

 AWS Database Offerings Fundamental 4.0 Digital Training 

  Troubleshooting: Amazon DynamoDB Fundamental 0.8 Digital Training 

 Amazon RDS Service Primer Fundamental 0.3 Digital Training 

          

Networking       

Learning Resource   Duration (hrs) Type 

  AWS Networking Basics Fundamental 2.0 Digital Training 

 Subnets, Gateways, and Route Tables Explained Fundamental 0.3 Digital Training 

$ Building Your First Amazon Virtual Private Cloud (VPC) Fundamental 1.0 Self-Paced Lab 

$ Introduction to Elastic Load Balancing Fundamental 1.0 Self-Paced Lab 

https://d1.awsstatic.com/training-and-certification/ramp-up_guides/Ramp-Up_Guide_Architect.pdf
https://amazonmr.au1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_0kxPu8MyH5Ce8rr?Guide=AWS%20Ramp-Up%20Guide:%20solutions%20architect
https://explore.skillbuilder.aws/learn/course/external/view/elearning/120/introduction-to-aws-identity-and-access-management-iam?trk=810a2056-c993-4832-af32-11286cad694c&sc_channel=el
https://explore.skillbuilder.aws/learn/course/external/view/elearning/880/introduction-to-aws-identity-and-access-management-iam?trk=810a2056-c993-4832-af32-11286cad694c&sc_channel=el
https://explore.skillbuilder.aws/learn/course/external/view/elearning/48/aws-security-fundamentals-second-edition%20?trk=810a2056-c993-4832-af32-11286cad694c&sc_channel=el
https://explore.skillbuilder.aws/learn/course/external/view/elearning/885/performing-a-basic-audit-of-your-aws-environment?trk=810a2056-c993-4832-af32-11286cad694c&sc_channel=el
https://explore.skillbuilder.aws/learn/course/external/view/elearning/897/introduction-to-aws-key-management-service?trk=810a2056-c993-4832-af32-11286cad694c&sc_channel=el
https://explore.skillbuilder.aws/learn/course/external/view/elearning/199/aws-compute-services-overview?trk=810a2056-c993-4832-af32-11286cad694c&sc_channel=el
https://explore.skillbuilder.aws/learn/course/external/view/elearning/6233/getting-started-with-aws-storage?trk=810a2056-c993-4832-af32-11286cad694c&sc_channel=el
https://explore.skillbuilder.aws/learn/course/external/view/elearning/161/getting-started-with-amazon-simple-storage-service-amazon-s3?trk=810a2056-c993-4832-af32-11286cad694c&sc_channel=el
https://explore.skillbuilder.aws/learn/course/external/view/elearning/7772/introduction-to-amazon-simple-storage-service-s3?trk=810a2056-c993-4832-af32-11286cad694c&sc_channel=el
https://explore.skillbuilder.aws/learn/course/external/view/elearning/1644/amazon-elastic-block-store-amazon-ebs-primer?trk=810a2056-c993-4832-af32-11286cad694c&sc_channel=el
https://explore.skillbuilder.aws/learn/course/external/view/elearning/61/aws-database-offerings?trk=810a2056-c993-4832-af32-11286cad694c&sc_channel=el
https://explore.skillbuilder.aws/learn/course/external/view/elearning/12617/troubleshooting-amazon-dynamodb?trk=810a2056-c993-4832-af32-11286cad694c&sc_channel=el
https://explore.skillbuilder.aws/learn/course/external/view/elearning/287/amazon-rds-service-primer?trk=810a2056-c993-4832-af32-11286cad694c&sc_channel=el
https://explore.skillbuilder.aws/learn/course/external/view/elearning/12439/aws-networking-basics?trk=810a2056-c993-4832-af32-11286cad694c&sc_channel=el
https://explore.skillbuilder.aws/learn/course/external/view/elearning/206/subnets-gateways-and-route-tables-explained?trk=810a2056-c993-4832-af32-11286cad694c&sc_channel=el
https://explore.skillbuilder.aws/learn/course/external/view/elearning/409/building-your-first-amazon-virtual-private-cloud-vpc?trk=810a2056-c993-4832-af32-11286cad694c&sc_channel=el
https://explore.skillbuilder.aws/learn/course/external/view/elearning/882/introduction-to-elastic-load-balancing?trk=810a2056-c993-4832-af32-11286cad694c&sc_channel=el
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  Configuring and Deploying VPCs with Multiple Subnets Intermediate 1.0 Digital Training 

 Introduction to Amazon API Gateway Fundamental 0.2 Digital Training 

  AWS Network Connectivity Options  Intermediate 1.5 Digital Training 

$ Comparing VPC Peering and AWS Transit Gateway Intermediate 3.0 Self-Paced Lab 

  Understanding AWS Networking Gateways Intermediate 0.5 Digital Training 

 Differences Between Security Groups and NACLs Fundamental 0.1 Digital Training 

$ Configuring and Deploying Amazon VPC for a 3-tier Web App Intermediate 1.5 Self-Paced Lab 

    
 

Monitoring and Governance       

Learning Resource   Duration (hrs) Type 

  AWS Network – Monitoring and Troubleshooting Intermediate 1.0 Digital Training 

 Getting Started with AWS CloudFormation Fundamental 0.3 Digital Training 

$ Launching and Managing a Web Application with AWS CloudFormation Intermediate 1.3 Self-Paced Lab 

 AWS Well-Architected Considerations for Financial Services Intermediate 0.8 Digital Training 

    
 

Serverless       

Learning Resource   Duration (hrs) Type 

  AWS Lambda Foundations Fundamental 2.0 Digital Training 

$ Deploying Your First AWS Lambda Container Intermediate 1.0 Self-Paced Lab 

  Architecting Serverless Applications Intermediate 2.0 Digital Training 

 Scaling Serverless Architectures Intermediate 1.5 Digital Training 

     

Cost Management       

Learning Resource   Duration (hrs) Type 

 Amazon Simple Storage Service (Amazon S3) Cost Optimization Advanced 7.0 Digital Training 

  Deep Dive: Amazon Elastic Block Store (Amazon EBS) Cost Optimization Advanced 0.5 Digital Training 

    
 

Take the AWS Certified Solutions Architect - Associate Exam       

Learning Resource   Duration (hrs) Type 

$ Architecting on AWS Intermediate 18.0 Classroom Training 

https://d1.awsstatic.com/training-and-certification/ramp-up_guides/Ramp-Up_Guide_Architect.pdf
https://explore.skillbuilder.aws/learn/course/external/view/elearning/499/configuring-and-deploying-vpcs-with-multiple-subnets?trk=810a2056-c993-4832-af32-11286cad694c&sc_channel=el
https://explore.skillbuilder.aws/learn/course/external/view/elearning/232/introduction-to-amazon-api-gateway?trk=810a2056-c993-4832-af32-11286cad694c&sc_channel=el
https://explore.skillbuilder.aws/learn/course/external/view/elearning/1754/aws-network-connectivity-options?trk=810a2056-c993-4832-af32-11286cad694c&sc_channel=el
https://explore.skillbuilder.aws/learn/course/external/view/elearning/7680/comparing-vpc-peering-and-transit-gateway?trk=810a2056-c993-4832-af32-11286cad694c&sc_channel=el
https://explore.skillbuilder.aws/learn/course/external/view/elearning/1377/understanding-aws-networking-gateways?trk=810a2056-c993-4832-af32-11286cad694c&sc_channel=el
https://explore.skillbuilder.aws/learn/course/external/view/elearning/4791/differences-between-security-groups-and-nacls?trk=810a2056-c993-4832-af32-11286cad694c&sc_channel=el
https://explore.skillbuilder.aws/learn/course/external/view/elearning/7675/configuring-and-deploying-amazon-vpc-for-a-3-tier-web-app?trk=810a2056-c993-4832-af32-11286cad694c&sc_channel=el
https://explore.skillbuilder.aws/learn/course/external/view/elearning/8187/aws-network-monitoring-and-troubleshooting?trk=810a2056-c993-4832-af32-11286cad694c&sc_channel=el
https://explore.skillbuilder.aws/learn/course/external/view/elearning/3627/getting-started-with-aws-cloudformation?trk=810a2056-c993-4832-af32-11286cad694c&sc_channel=el
https://explore.skillbuilder.aws/learn/course/external/view/elearning/406/launching-and-managing-a-web-application-with-aws-cloudformation?trk=810a2056-c993-4832-af32-11286cad694c&sc_channel=el
https://explore.skillbuilder.aws/learn/course/external/view/elearning/12692/aws-well-architected-considerations-for-financial-services?trk=810a2056-c993-4832-af32-11286cad694c&sc_channel=el
https://explore.skillbuilder.aws/learn/course/external/view/elearning/99/aws-lambda-foundations?trk=810a2056-c993-4832-af32-11286cad694c&sc_channel=el
https://explore.skillbuilder.aws/learn/course/external/view/elearning/11361/deploying-your-first-aws-lambda-container?trk=810a2056-c993-4832-af32-11286cad694c&sc_channel=el
https://explore.skillbuilder.aws/learn/course/external/view/elearning/12716/architecting-serverless-applications?trk=810a2056-c993-4832-af32-11286cad694c&sc_channel=el
https://explore.skillbuilder.aws/learn/course/external/view/elearning/12713/scaling-serverless-architectures?trk=810a2056-c993-4832-af32-11286cad694c&sc_channel=el
https://explore.skillbuilder.aws/learn/course/external/view/elearning/4983/amazon-simple-storage-service-amazon-s3-cost-optimization?trk=810a2056-c993-4832-af32-11286cad694c&sc_channel=el
https://explore.skillbuilder.aws/learn/course/external/view/elearning/10143/deep-dive-amazon-elastic-block-store-amazon-ebs-cost-optimization?trk=810a2056-c993-4832-af32-11286cad694c&sc_channel=el
https://kiku.aws.training/SessionSearch?pageNumber=1&courseId=10002&languageId=1&trk=810a2056-c993-4832-af32-11286cad694c&sc_channel=el
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$ Architecting on AWS (Digital) Intermediate 18.0 Digital Classroom Training 

          

Advanced Curriculum       

Learning Resource   Duration (hrs) Type 

  AWS Storage Gateway Deep Dive: Volume Gateway Advanced 1.3 Digital Training 

 AWS Storage Gateway Deep Dive: Amazon S3 File Gateway Advanced 1.1 Digital Training 

  Introduction to Step Functions Fundamental 0.6 Digital Training 

$ Migrating to AWS: Lift and Shift to Serverless Advanced 1.0 Self-Paced Lab 

  AWS Backup Primer Intermediate 1.2 Digital Training 

$ Implementing Multi-Region Backup with Amazon S3 Cross-Region  Advanced 1.0 Self-Paced Lab 

$ Processing App Microservice Messages with Containers Intermediate 1.0 Self-Paced Lab 

$ Auditing Your Security with AWS Trusted Advisor Intermediate 1.5 Self-Paced Lab 

$ AWS Federated Authentication with AD FS Intermediate 1.0 Self-Paced Lab 

$ Working with Amazon CloudFront for Dynamic Content Acceleration Intermediate 2.0 Self-Paced Lab 

  Deep Dive with Security: AWS Identity and Access Management (IAM) Advanced 8.0 Digital Training 

 Securing and Protecting Your Data in Amazon Simple Storage Service Advanced 1.6 Digital Training 

  Protecting Your Instance with Security Groups Fundamental 0.1 Digital Training 

$ Update Security Groups Automatically Using AWS Lambda Intermediate 1.0 Self-Paced Lab 

$ Scale Your Security Vulnerability Testing with Amazon Inspector Intermediate 0.5 Self-Paced Lab 

$ Role Assumption Challenge Advanced 2.0 Self-Paced Lab 

$ Filtering and Blocking Web Incursions with AWS WAF Intermediate 1.0 Self-Paced Lab 

$ Using Data Encryption in AWS Advanced 1.0 Self-Paced Lab 

  Earn a Solutions Architect Learning Badge     Learning Plan 

    
 

With Our Training Partners       

Learning Resource   Duration (hrs) Type 

$ Architecting Solutions on AWS Intermediate 20.0 Coursera Digital Training 

$ Architecting Solutions on AWS Intermediate 20.0 edX Digital Training 

          

Game-based Learning       

https://d1.awsstatic.com/training-and-certification/ramp-up_guides/Ramp-Up_Guide_Architect.pdf
https://explore.skillbuilder.aws/learn/course/external/view/elearning/17204/digital-classroom-architecting-on-aws?trk=810a2056-c993-4832-af32-11286cad694c&sc_channel=el
https://explore.skillbuilder.aws/learn/course/external/view/elearning/12441/aws-storage-gateway-deep-dive-volume-gateway?trk=810a2056-c993-4832-af32-11286cad694c&sc_channel=el
https://explore.skillbuilder.aws/learn/course/external/view/elearning/12445/aws-storage-gateway-deep-dive-amazon-s3-file-gateway?trk=810a2056-c993-4832-af32-11286cad694c&sc_channel=el
https://explore.skillbuilder.aws/learn/course/external/view/elearning/8819/introduction-to-step-functions?trk=810a2056-c993-4832-af32-11286cad694c&sc_channel=el
https://explore.skillbuilder.aws/learn/course/external/view/elearning/11355/migrating-to-aws-lift-and-shift-to-serverless?trk=810a2056-c993-4832-af32-11286cad694c&sc_channel=el
https://explore.skillbuilder.aws/learn/course/external/view/elearning/11646/aws-backup-primer?trk=810a2056-c993-4832-af32-11286cad694c&sc_channel=el
https://explore.skillbuilder.aws/learn/course/external/view/elearning/918/implementing-multi-region-backup-with-amazon-s3-cross-region-replication?trk=810a2056-c993-4832-af32-11286cad694c&sc_channel=el
https://explore.skillbuilder.aws/learn/course/external/view/elearning/11366/processing-app-microservice-messages-with-containers?trk=810a2056-c993-4832-af32-11286cad694c&sc_channel=el
https://explore.skillbuilder.aws/learn/course/external/view/elearning/887/auditing-your-security-with-aws-trusted-advisor?trk=810a2056-c993-4832-af32-11286cad694c&sc_channel=el
https://explore.skillbuilder.aws/learn/course/external/view/elearning/900/aws-federated-authentication-with-ad-fs?trk=810a2056-c993-4832-af32-11286cad694c&sc_channel=el
https://explore.skillbuilder.aws/learn/course/external/view/elearning/464/working-with-amazon-cloudfront-for-dynamic-content-acceleration?trk=810a2056-c993-4832-af32-11286cad694c&sc_channel=el
https://explore.skillbuilder.aws/learn/course/external/view/elearning/104/deep-dive-with-security-aws-identity-and-access-management-iam?trk=810a2056-c993-4832-af32-11286cad694c&sc_channel=el
https://explore.skillbuilder.aws/learn/course/external/view/elearning/4892/securing-and-protecting-your-data-in-amazon-simple-storage-service-amazon-s3?trk=810a2056-c993-4832-af32-11286cad694c&sc_channel=el
https://explore.skillbuilder.aws/learn/course/external/view/elearning/5300/protecting-your-instance-with-security-groups?trk=810a2056-c993-4832-af32-11286cad694c&sc_channel=el
https://explore.skillbuilder.aws/learn/course/external/view/elearning/1105/update-security-groups-automatically-using-aws-lambda?trk=810a2056-c993-4832-af32-11286cad694c&sc_channel=el
https://explore.skillbuilder.aws/learn/course/external/view/elearning/7686/scale-your-security-vulnerability-testing-with-amazon-inspector?trk=810a2056-c993-4832-af32-11286cad694c&sc_channel=el
https://explore.skillbuilder.aws/learn/course/external/view/elearning/1133/role-assumption-challenge?trk=810a2056-c993-4832-af32-11286cad694c&sc_channel=el
https://explore.skillbuilder.aws/learn/course/external/view/elearning/11363/filtering-and-blocking-web-incursions-with-aws-waf?trk=810a2056-c993-4832-af32-11286cad694c&sc_channel=el
https://explore.skillbuilder.aws/learn/course/external/view/elearning/11357/using-data-encryption-in-aws?trk=810a2056-c993-4832-af32-11286cad694c&sc_channel=el
https://explore.skillbuilder.aws/learn/public/learning_plan/view/1044/solutions-architect-learning-plan?trk=810a2056-c993-4832-af32-11286cad694c&sc_channel=el
https://www.coursera.org/learn/architecting-solutions-on-aws?utm_medium=institutions&utm_source=aws&utm_campaign=aws-ramp-up-guide-jun2023&trk=810a2056-c993-4832-af32-11286cad694c&sc_channel=el
https://www.edx.org/course/architecting-solutions-on-aws?utm_medium=partner-marketing&utm_source=display&utm_campaign=aws&utm_content=aws-ramp-up-guide-jun2023&trk=810a2056-c993-4832-af32-11286cad694c&sc_channel=el
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Learning Resource   Duration (hrs) Type 

$ AWS Cloud Quest: Solutions Architect   12+ Game-based Learning 

 
  

 
 

Twitch On-demand Broadcasts       

Learning Resource   Duration (hrs) Type 

  AWS Cloud Quest: Architecting (Twitch training)   1.5 On-demand Stream 

 AWS Power Hour: Architecting – Associate (Exam Prep)  1.5 On-demand Stream 

  AWS Power Hour: Architecting – Professional (Exam Prep)   1.5 On-demand Stream 

    
 

Take the AWS Certified Solutions Architect - Professional Exam       

Learning Resource   Duration (hrs) Type 

$ Advanced Architecting on AWS   18.0 Instructor-led Training 

 Exam Readiness: AWS Certified Solutions Architect – Professional  4.0 Exam Prep 

          

Additional Resources       

Learning Resource     Type 

  AWS Well-Architected      Webpage 

 Shared Responsibility Model   
Webpage 

  Best Practices for Security, Identity, & Compliance     Webpage 

 AWS Security Best Practices   
Blogs 

  AWS Architecture Center     Webpage 

 AWS CLI Introduction   
Video  

  Well-Architected Labs     Lab 

 AWS Certified Solutions Architect - Associate   
Webpage 

  Sample CloudFormation Templates     Webpage 

 Best Practices for Building Amazon Machine Images (AMIs)    
Webpage 

  AWS Elastic Disaster Recovery     Webpage 

 Serverless Architectural Patterns and Best Practices (from AWS re:Invent)   
Video  

 

https://d1.awsstatic.com/training-and-certification/ramp-up_guides/Ramp-Up_Guide_Architect.pdf
https://explore.skillbuilder.aws/learn/course/internal/view/elearning/15580/aws-cloud-quest-solutions-architect?trk=810a2056-c993-4832-af32-11286cad694c&sc_channel=el
https://pages.awscloud.com/GLOBAL-other-LS-AWS-Cloud-Quest-Architecting-2023-Reg.html?trk=810a2056-c993-4832-af32-11286cad694c&sc_channel=el
https://pages.awscloud.com/GLOBAL-other-T2-Traincert-Twitch-AWS-Power-Hour-Architecting-2022.html?trk=810a2056-c993-4832-af32-11286cad694c&sc_channel=el
https://pages.awscloud.com/GLOBAL-other-T2-AWS-Power-Hour-Architecting-Pro-2023-reg.html?trk=810a2056-c993-4832-af32-11286cad694c&sc_channel=el
https://aws.amazon.com/training/classroom/advanced-architecting-aws/?trk=810a2056-c993-4832-af32-11286cad694c&sc_channel=el
https://explore.skillbuilder.aws/learn/course/external/view/elearning/34/exam-readiness-aws-certified-solutions-architect-professional?trk=810a2056-c993-4832-af32-11286cad694c&sc_channel=el
https://aws.amazon.com/architecture/well-architected/?trk=810a2056-c993-4832-af32-11286cad694c&sc_channel=el
https://aws.amazon.com/compliance/shared-responsibility-model/?trk=810a2056-c993-4832-af32-11286cad694c&sc_channel=el
https://aws.amazon.com/architecture/security-identity-compliance/?trk=810a2056-c993-4832-af32-11286cad694c&sc_channel=el
https://aws.amazon.com/blogs/security/tag/best-practices/?trk=810a2056-c993-4832-af32-11286cad694c&sc_channel=el
https://aws.amazon.com/architecture/?trk=810a2056-c993-4832-af32-11286cad694c&sc_channel=el
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iC8zVT5r7Jw&trk=810a2056-c993-4832-af32-11286cad694c&sc_channel=el
https://www.wellarchitectedlabs.com/security/?trk=810a2056-c993-4832-af32-11286cad694c&sc_channel=el
https://aws.amazon.com/certification/certified-solutions-architect-associate/?trk=810a2056-c993-4832-af32-11286cad694c&sc_channel=el
https://aws.amazon.com/cloudformation/resources/templates/?trk=810a2056-c993-4832-af32-11286cad694c&sc_channel=el
https://docs.aws.amazon.com/marketplace/latest/userguide/best-practices-for-building-your-amis.html?trk=810a2056-c993-4832-af32-11286cad694c&sc_channel=el
https://aws.amazon.com/cloudendure-disaster-recovery/?trk=810a2056-c993-4832-af32-11286cad694c&sc_channel=el
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9IYpGTS7Jy0&trk=810a2056-c993-4832-af32-11286cad694c&sc_channel=el

