Child Abuse & Neglect Tips

Each year across the United States, approximately 3,800 injuries and 34 deaths occur in the home due to
scalding from excessively hot tap water. The majority of these accidents involve the elderly and children
under the age of five. The U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC) urges all users to lower

their water heaters to 120 degrees Fahrenheit.

Most adults will suffer third-degree burns if exposed to 150 degree water for two seconds. Burns will
also occur with a six-second exposure to 140 degree water or with a thirty second exposure to 130

degree water. Even if the temperature is 120 degrees, a five minute
exposure could result in third-degree burns. This is very concerning, as
children and especially infants have much more thin, delicate skin
that will burn even faster than the cited statistics below.

Scald Injuries from
Excessively Hot Tap Water
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3rd degree burns

150° x 2 seconds

/
~

140° x 6 seconds

130° x 30 seconds

120° x 5 minutes

Practice Tip:

When investigating allegations
of abuse involving immersion
scald burns, inquire as to how
long the child was exposed to
the hot water. Run the hot
water in the household to
determine what temperature it
will rise to and how long it takes
to reach a high temperature.
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