
MindGames

10.09.24

 Sudoku Mild No 15,216 Difficult No 15,217 Super fiendish No 15,218 Word watch
David Parfitt

Brainish
a Impulsive, impetuous
b Moderately intelligent
c To polish to a shine

Pleiomerous
a Composed of plastic
b Having more parts 
than normal
c A prehistoric aquatic 
reptile

Hecatomped
a A great movement of 
animals
b A hundred feet square
c Walking on six legs

Answers on page 15

 The Times Quick Cryptic No 2777 by Mara

Across
1  A line to one side? (5,7)
8  Celebrity beginning without 

ending (4)
9  Sensed, advice for writer (4,3)
11  Bag that’s worn-out in large 

room (7)
12  Turner taking some Miro to 

Raphael (5)
14  Ring launderer (6)
15  Motor’s gauge deep, so 

adjusted (6)
18  Severe rash turned hot (5)
20  Better bags right for waste (7)
21  Iron clothes clerk ordered for 

Mark (7)
23  Nippy, while temperature 

beyond freezing, initially (4)
24  Flying KLM’s safer tho’ 

it maintains a constant 
temperature (7,5)

Down
2  Calculator Aristotle broke (9)
3  Relevant language, English (7)
4  Gas on for potato cake (6)
5  Loafer in crimson I raised, heel 

finally slipped into it (5)
6  Lifted, first prize (3)
7  Body of work reporter and I 

reviewed, ending in article (10)
10  Eat lard and rabbit! (4,3,3)
13  A setter is composing pieces of 

written work (9)
16  Messed up final agonising (7)
17  Where “ugary” is in sugary 

pudding! (6)
19  Smell about right for garbage 

(5)
22  First Lady never hugs! (3)
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Fill the grid so that every column, every row and every 3x3 box contains the digits 1 to 9. 

Place the numbers 1 to 9 in the spaces so 
that the number in each circle is equal to 
the sum of the four surrounding spaces, 
and each colour total is correct
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For interactive puzzles visit
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For extra 
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into square or 
rectangular 
blocks, each 
containing one 
digit only. Every 
block must 
contain the 
number of cells 
indicated by the 
digit inside it.

Enter each of 
the numbers 
from 1 to 9 in 
the grid, so that 
the six sums 
work. We’ve 
placed two 
numbers to get 
you started. 
Each sum 
should be 
calculated left 
to right or top 
to bottom.

From these letters, make words of 
three or more letters, always including 
the central letter. Answers must be in 
the Concise Oxford Dictionary, excluding 
capitalised words, plurals, conjugated 
verbs (past tense etc), adverbs ending 
in LY, comparatives and superlatives. 
How you rate 15 words, average; 
20, good; 24, very good; 29, excellent

2 8 9 8 1
1 6 5 9 1 9 3 2
3 1 8 2 7 2 1 4

6 9 7 5 7 4 8
1 2 6 1 7 5 9 8
1 6 5 3 9 4 9 8

3 7 8 6 7 5 1
1 4 2 1 5 2 4 7
5 7 1 3 1 2 6 9
9 4 1 3 7

Kakuro 3814

Futoshiki 4855

F R I N G E

U

A M E N D

B A

L T

R E L I E F

Lexica 7646

S H A M E

T B

E L I D

A T E U

M E

I L L

Lexica 7645Cell Blocks 5198 Set Square 3817

Suko 4217

Train Tracks 2342

Word watch

After 1 ... Qxb1! 2 Qxb1 Nd2 
Black is a queen for rook 
down but his forces are 
overwhelming. White has 
nothing better than 3 Qd3 
when 3 ... Nf1+ 4 Kg1 Nxg3+ 
5 Kh2 Bxf2 wins due to the 
threat of ... Rh1 mate

Brainish (a) Impulsive, 
impetuous (Collins)
Pleiomerous (b) Having 
more parts than normal 
(Chambers)
Hecatomped (b) A hundred 
feet square (OED)
Chess — Winning Move

1 Hammy
2 Peeves
3 Cooler
4 Starter
5 Laboured

Concise 
Quintagram

Quiz

Easy 33
Medium 108
Harder 1,795

Brain 
Trainer

Yesterday’s answers 
eft, elf, felt, fie, file, filer, filet, filter, fir, fire, 
firer, fit, flier, flirt, flit, fret, frit, left, lief, life, 
lifer, lift, lifter, ref, refit, rife, rifle, rift, trifle, 
trifler

 times2 Crossword No 9632  Brain Trainer
Just follow the instructions from left to right, starting with the number given to reach an answer at the end.

A
N
S
W
E
R

MEDIUM 12 x 7+ 162  + 178– 76 + 31/
OF IT

91/
OF IT

SQUARE 
IT

– 89HALVE
IT

A
N
S
W
E
R

EASY 3 – 8÷7 x 9 HALVE
IT

+ 15CUBE
IT

32/
OF IT

x 3 – 9

A
N
S
W
E
R

HARDER 14 – 294 + 42351/
OF IT

+ 75/
OF IT

x 4+ 32/
OF IT

x 7SQUARE 
IT

HALVE 
IT

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11

12 13 14

15 16 17 18

19 20 21

22 23

Across
 5 Buzz ---, US astronaut (6)
 7 City of northwest Wales (6)
 9 Calamity (8)
 11 Shellfish (4)
 12 Caused by (3,2)
 13 Fully developed, grown up (6)
 15 Palm stems used to make 

furniture and baskets (6)

L A M P P O S T F U N D
I U R A J T O
C O L L O Q U I A L I S M
E C T C V L I
G H E E E V A S I O N

O G R S A
B L A Z E R R E J E C T
E P R S E
D I O C E S E Q U A Y
I S D G U W D
E X T R A O R D I N A R Y
N L M E R R E
T I E R A T T E N D E D

Solution to Crossword 9631

 17 Immobilising weapon (5)
 19 Released trapped air from  

(a radiator) (4)
 20 Memorised again (8)
 22 Make (staff) redundant (3,3)
 23 Superficial appearance (6)

Down
 1 Open, frank (6)
 2 Tiny biting insect (4)
 3 Southern European 

peninsula (6)
 4 Cut into a neat shape (4)
 6 As a last resort (11)
 8 Stock of bullion held by  

a central bank (4,7)
 10 Protruding nose and jaws  

of an animal (5)
 14 Ecclesiastical levy (5)
 16 Floating aimlessly (6)
 18 Give back (6)
 19 Onion or shallot, eg (4)
 21 Broadcasting in real time (4)

 Cell Blocks No 5199
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  Polygon  Set Square No 3818

Please note, BODMAS does not apply

  Solutions Killer Moderate No 9670

 Killer Tough No 9671

As with standard Sudoku, fill the grid so that every column, 
every row and every 3x3 box contains the digits 1 to 9. Each set 
of cells joined by dotted lines must add up to the target number 
in its top-left corner. Within each set of cells joined by dotted 
lines, a digit cannot be repeated.

Need help with today’s puzzle? Call 0905 757 0143 to check the 
answers. Calls cost £1 per minute plus your telephone company’s 
network access charge. SP: Spoke, 0333 202 3390 (Mon-Fri 9am-5.30pm).

Cluelines Stuck on Sudoku, Killer or KenKen? Call 0901 293 
6263 before midnight to receive four clues for any of today’s 
puzzles. Calls cost £1 plus your telephone company’s network 
access charge. SP: Spoke, 0333 202 3390 (Mon-Fri 9am-5.30pm).

My friend from Zagreb, Marshall 
Lewis, showed me this slam from 
last Christmas’s Santa Invitational 
International Teams. Plan the play 
in 6♦ on ♠6 lead, East’s suit. 

Declarer, Lewis’s partner, won 
the ace of spades and cashed the 
ace-king of diamonds, East dis-
carding. Leaving the third dia-
mond outstanding, he cashed the 
ace-king-queen of clubs, discard-
ing his three remaining spades. He 
then led dummy’s heart (as good 
as anything at this juncture). 

East covered the jack of hearts 
with the queen but West made no 
mistake, overtaking with the ace to 
lead his third diamond. Declarer 
won dummy’s queen, ruffed a 
spade and ruffed a heart but had to 
hope the ten of clubs was falling 
under the jack. It was not, and that 
was one down, declarer losing the 
last trick to that ten. 

Declarer’s downfall was to cash 
a second diamond. The trouble is 
that he has to concede a heart, at 
which point West can lead his 
third diamond, preventing a sec-
ond black-suit ruff in hand.  

The winning line is to cash only 
one top diamond then follow with 
the ace-king-queen of clubs, shed-
ding your three remaining spades. 
Now concede the heart. Let West 
win the ace and lead a second dia-
mond (as above). However, you 
can win (East discarding) and cash 
the jack of clubs. If the ten has 
fallen, you can hurriedly draw 
West’s last trump, ruff dummy’s 
second spade and claim your slam 
(including the nine of clubs). 

On the layout, the ten of clubs 
doesn’t fall under the jack. 

However, you have the requisite 
two trumps in hand to ruff the sec-
ond spade and the nine of clubs 
(returning to dummy via heart 
ruffs). Slam made. 

Did declarer clearly misplay the 
slam? I’m not so sure. What if East 
had, say ♠KQJxx, ♥KQx, ♦J10, 
♣xxx? Failing to cash a second 
diamond (as well as the three top 
clubs) before conceding the heart 
will enable West to win the heart 
and promptly give partner a 
fourth-round club ruff. 

This is the It’s a Big Deal week, as 
the EBU joins up with Cancer 
Research UK. Go to 
www.ebu.co.uk/article/bridge-its-
big-deal-festival-updates  

andrew.robson@thetimes.co.uk

Contract: 6♦, Opening Lead: ♠ 6

Dealer: East, Vulnerability: Neither

N 
W     E 

S

                                                       1♠  
        Pass       Pass          5NT(1)   Pass         
        6♦(2)    End  
(1) In character, Marshall Lewis goes all-in. 
Most Norths bid 4NT here (big minor two-
suiter). 5NT shows an even bigger minor 
two-suiter. 
(2) There are plenty of worse zero-point 
hands to hold on this auction.

       S                W        N(Lewis)         E

♠KQJ87  

♥KQ83  

♦10  

♣742

Teams ♠A4  

♥J  

♦AKQ95  

♣AKQJ9

♠10952  

♥96542  

♦8742  

♣-

♠63  

♥A107  

♦J63  

♣108653

 Bridge Andrew Robson

C H A M P E R S S C O T
H P A E A H
I M P E L P I C A S S O
R L I E A T N
R O E N E A R T H I N G
U D L A L
P A S T R Y A S S E S S

I O S T H
T A X I M E T E R B R A
O P E A O L R
T R A N S I T P L U M P
E C U H R L
S I K H A S S E M B L Y

Sudoku 15,213

Killer 9668

Sudoku 15,214

Killer 9669

Sudoku 15,215

Quick Cryptic 2776

KenKen 6307

Codeword 5315

C A B B A G EW H I T E
C A R M X O S
L I M P O P O C U R R A N T
I E M L E A R O
F A R R I E R L A T V I A N
F O N A I N I
R A N G E J O A N O F A R C
I A C O
C A T A T O N I A B A S I L
H A O P O U L
A L L S O P P P A L E T T E
R L T H E I U T
D A Y L I L Y L E V E R E T

H N L L I E E
D O U G L A S A D A M S

GK Crossword 250

1 Toto
2 Witch
3 Garland
4 Dorothy
5 Scarecrow

Cryptic 
Quintagram

  Today’s solutions
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animals
b A hundred feet square
c Walking on six legs

Answers on page 15

 The Times Quick Cryptic No 2777 by Mara

Across
1  A line to one side? (5,7)
8  Celebrity beginning without 

ending (4)
9  Sensed, advice for writer (4,3)
11  Bag that’s worn-out in large 

room (7)
12  Turner taking some Miro to 

Raphael (5)
14  Ring launderer (6)
15  Motor’s gauge deep, so 

adjusted (6)
18  Severe rash turned hot (5)
20  Better bags right for waste (7)
21  Iron clothes clerk ordered for 

Mark (7)
23  Nippy, while temperature 

beyond freezing, initially (4)
24  Flying KLM’s safer tho’ 

it maintains a constant 
temperature (7,5)

Down
2  Calculator Aristotle broke (9)
3  Relevant language, English (7)
4  Gas on for potato cake (6)
5  Loafer in crimson I raised, heel 

finally slipped into it (5)
6  Lifted, first prize (3)
7  Body of work reporter and I 

reviewed, ending in article (10)
10  Eat lard and rabbit! (4,3,3)
13  A setter is composing pieces of 

written work (9)
16  Messed up final agonising (7)
17  Where “ugary” is in sugary 

pudding! (6)
19  Smell about right for garbage 

(5)
22  First Lady never hugs! (3)
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Fill the grid 
using the 
numbers 1 to 9 
only. The 
numbers in each 
horizontal or 
vertical run of 
white squares 
add up to the 
total in the 
triangle to its left 
or above it. The 
same number 
may occur more 
than once in a 
row or column, 
but not within 
the same run of 
white squares.
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 Kakuro No 3815

©
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01
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TO

Y.
 D

IS
T.

 B
Y 

UF
S,

 IN
C.

 W
W

W
.K

EN
KE

N.
CO

M

Fill the blank squares so that every row and column contains 
each of the numbers 1 to 5 once only. The symbols between 
the squares indicate whether a number is larger (>) or smaller 
(<) than the number next to it.

All the digits 1 to 6 must appear in every row and column. In 
each thick-line “block”, the target number in the top left-hand 
corner is calculated from the digits in all the cells in the block, 
using the operation indicated by the symbol.

 Futoshiki No 4856 KenKen Medium No 6308

7 25 13 15 4 31
28

16
12

10
29 12

16 13
11

18
8

4
15

14

27
27

30
9

17
5 6

4
23

17
21 9

11
9

16
19 25

6 7 16
14 4

15 17
10

14
21 32

7 27
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Slide the letters either horizontally or vertically back into the grid to produce a 
completed crossword. Letters are allowed to slide over other letters

Every letter in this crossword-style grid is represented by a number from 1 to 26. 
Each letter of the alphabet appears in the grid at least once. Use the letters already 
provided to work out the identity of further letters. Enter letters in the main grid 
and the smaller reference grid until all 26 letters of the alphabet have been 
accounted for. Proper nouns are excluded. Yesterday’s solution, right

Cluelines Stuck on Codeword? To receive 4 random clues call 0901 293 6262 or 
text TIMECODE to 64343. Calls cost £1 plus your telephone company’s network 
access charge. Texts cost £1 plus your standard network charge. For the full solution 
call 0905 757 0142. Calls cost £1 per minute plus your telephone company’s network 
access charge. SP: Spoke, 0333 202 3390 (Mon-Fri, 9am-5.30pm).

Lay tracks to enable the train to travel from village A to village 
B. The numbers indicate how many sections of track go in 
each row and column. There are only straight sections and 
curved sections. The track cannot cross itself.

 Train Tracks No 2343

 Lexica Easy No 7647 Hard No 7648
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 Codeword No 5316

 Winning Move

 Tetonor

W________W 
áWDWDWDkD] 
àDWDWDp0W] 
ßWDWDWDW0] 
ÞDpgpDWDW] 
ÝWDnDWDWD] 
ÜDW)QDWGP] 
Ûq)WDW)PI] 
ÚDRHW4WDW] 
WÁÂÃÄÅÆÇÈW 

Black to play.  
This position is from Provoost-
Ikonnikov, Vlissingen 2024. 
 
In this position, the fact that 
nearly all of the pieces are in 
White’s half of the board gives 
an indication as to who has the 
initiative. However, despite being 
rather passive, the white position 
appears to be solid and, 
additionally, the black queen is 
threatened. Nevertheless, Black 
found a brilliant combination to 
force the win. Can you see it?  

The next Tetonor puzzle will appear on Thursday

When complete, the strip below the grid can be split into eight pairs of 
numbers. Adding the numbers in a pair gives one of the 16 numbers in 
the grid. Multiplying them gives a different number in the grid. For 
example, a 4 and 6 in the strip could be paired to make 10 (4+6) and 24 
(4x6) in the grid. Enter each sum below the corresponding number in the 
grid. The blanks in the strip must be deduced, bearing in mind the 
numbers are listed in ascending order. 
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72 140 20
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198 27 100 51
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2 2  5 6  9 10 10     34 49  

77

31 98 33

72 140 20

170

198 27 100 51

39 162 18 150

A A A C C C D D

E G H H I L N O

O O O O R R R R

S T T T T W W Y

1 Love child recalled 4’s dog? (4)

2 Charming woman with constant 
teasing desire (5)

3 Judy’s floral decoration? (7)

4 Oz visitor cooked hot fish outside 
(7)

5 One standing against murder? (9)

Solve all five cryptic clues using 
each letter underneath once only

- - - -

 
- - - - -

- - - - - - -

 
- - - - - - -

- - - - - - - - -

 Quintagram®
Solve all five cryptic clues using each 
letter underneath once only

Challenge 
your mind 

with puzzle 
books from 
The Times

timesbookshop.co.uk

For more puzzles, including
Mini Sudoku, extra Codeword, 

Train Tracks and Futoshiki
go to page 10

What are your favourite 
puzzles in MindGames? 
Email: puzzles@thetimes.co.uk
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Fill the grid 
using the 
numbers 1 to 9 
only. The 
numbers in each 
horizontal or 
vertical run of 
white squares 
add up to the 
total in the 
triangle to its left 
or above it. The 
same number 
may occur more 
than once in a 
row or column, 
but not within 
the same run of 
white squares.
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Fill the blank squares so that every row and column contains 
each of the numbers 1 to 5 once only. The symbols between 
the squares indicate whether a number is larger (>) or smaller 
(<) than the number next to it.

All the digits 1 to 6 must appear in every row and column. In 
each thick-line “block”, the target number in the top left-hand 
corner is calculated from the digits in all the cells in the block, 
using the operation indicated by the symbol.

 Futoshiki No 4856 KenKen Medium No 6308

7 25 13 15 4 31
28
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12
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29 12

16 13
11

18
8

4
15
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27
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30
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17
5 6

4
23
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21 9
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19 25

6 7 16
14 4
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Slide the letters either horizontally or vertically back into the grid to produce a 
completed crossword. Letters are allowed to slide over other letters

Every letter in this crossword-style grid is represented by a number from 1 to 26. 
Each letter of the alphabet appears in the grid at least once. Use the letters already 
provided to work out the identity of further letters. Enter letters in the main grid 
and the smaller reference grid until all 26 letters of the alphabet have been 
accounted for. Proper nouns are excluded. Yesterday’s solution, right

Cluelines Stuck on Codeword? To receive 4 random clues call 0901 293 6262 or 
text TIMECODE to 64343. Calls cost £1 plus your telephone company’s network 
access charge. Texts cost £1 plus your standard network charge. For the full solution 
call 0905 757 0142. Calls cost £1 per minute plus your telephone company’s network 
access charge. SP: Spoke, 0333 202 3390 (Mon-Fri, 9am-5.30pm).

Lay tracks to enable the train to travel from village A to village 
B. The numbers indicate how many sections of track go in 
each row and column. There are only straight sections and 
curved sections. The track cannot cross itself.

 Train Tracks No 2343

 Lexica Easy No 7647 Hard No 7648
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 Codeword No 5316

 Winning Move

 Tetonor

W________W 
áWDWDWDkD] 
àDWDWDp0W] 
ßWDWDWDW0] 
ÞDpgpDWDW] 
ÝWDnDWDWD] 
ÜDW)QDWGP] 
Ûq)WDW)PI] 
ÚDRHW4WDW] 
WÁÂÃÄÅÆÇÈW 

Black to play.  
This position is from Provoost-
Ikonnikov, Vlissingen 2024. 
 
In this position, the fact that 
nearly all of the pieces are in 
White’s half of the board gives 
an indication as to who has the 
initiative. However, despite being 
rather passive, the white position 
appears to be solid and, 
additionally, the black queen is 
threatened. Nevertheless, Black 
found a brilliant combination to 
force the win. Can you see it?  

The next Tetonor puzzle will appear on Thursday

When complete, the strip below the grid can be split into eight pairs of 
numbers. Adding the numbers in a pair gives one of the 16 numbers in 
the grid. Multiplying them gives a different number in the grid. For 
example, a 4 and 6 in the strip could be paired to make 10 (4+6) and 24 
(4x6) in the grid. Enter each sum below the corresponding number in the 
grid. The blanks in the strip must be deduced, bearing in mind the 
numbers are listed in ascending order. 
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1 Love child recalled 4’s dog? (4)

2 Charming woman with constant 
teasing desire (5)

3 Judy’s floral decoration? (7)

4 Oz visitor cooked hot fish outside 
(7)

5 One standing against murder? (9)

Solve all five cryptic clues using 
each letter underneath once only

- - - -

 
- - - - -

- - - - - - -

 
- - - - - - -

- - - - - - - - -

 Quintagram®
Solve all five cryptic clues using each 
letter underneath once only

Challenge 
your mind 

with puzzle 
books from 
The Times

timesbookshop.co.uk

For more puzzles, including
Mini Sudoku, extra Codeword, 

Train Tracks and Futoshiki
go to page 10

What are your favourite 
puzzles in MindGames? 
Email: puzzles@thetimes.co.uk
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into square or 
rectangular 
blocks, each 
containing one 
digit only. Every 
block must 
contain the 
number of cells 
indicated by the 
digit inside it.

Enter each of 
the numbers 
from 1 to 9 in 
the grid, so that 
the six sums 
work. We’ve 
placed two 
numbers to get 
you started. 
Each sum 
should be 
calculated left 
to right or top 
to bottom.

From these letters, make words of 
three or more letters, always including 
the central letter. Answers must be in 
the Concise Oxford Dictionary, excluding 
capitalised words, plurals, conjugated 
verbs (past tense etc), adverbs ending 
in LY, comparatives and superlatives. 
How you rate 15 words, average; 
20, good; 24, very good; 29, excellent

2 8 9 8 1
1 6 5 9 1 9 3 2
3 1 8 2 7 2 1 4

6 9 7 5 7 4 8
1 2 6 1 7 5 9 8
1 6 5 3 9 4 9 8

3 7 8 6 7 5 1
1 4 2 1 5 2 4 7
5 7 1 3 1 2 6 9
9 4 1 3 7

Kakuro 3814

Futoshiki 4855

F R I N G E

U

A M E N D

B A

L T

R E L I E F

Lexica 7646

S H A M E

T B

E L I D

A T E U

M E

I L L

Lexica 7645Cell Blocks 5198 Set Square 3817

Suko 4217

Train Tracks 2342

Word watch

After 1 ... Qxb1! 2 Qxb1 Nd2 
Black is a queen for rook 
down but his forces are 
overwhelming. White has 
nothing better than 3 Qd3 
when 3 ... Nf1+ 4 Kg1 Nxg3+ 
5 Kh2 Bxf2 wins due to the 
threat of ... Rh1 mate

Brainish (a) Impulsive, 
impetuous (Collins)
Pleiomerous (b) Having 
more parts than normal 
(Chambers)
Hecatomped (b) A hundred 
feet square (OED)
Chess — Winning Move

1 Hammy
2 Peeves
3 Cooler
4 Starter
5 Laboured

Concise 
Quintagram

Quiz

Easy 33
Medium 108
Harder 1,795

Brain 
Trainer

Yesterday’s answers 
eft, elf, felt, fie, file, filer, filet, filter, fir, fire, 
firer, fit, flier, flirt, flit, fret, frit, left, lief, life, 
lifer, lift, lifter, ref, refit, rife, rifle, rift, trifle, 
trifler

 times2 Crossword No 9632  Brain Trainer
Just follow the instructions from left to right, starting with the number given to reach an answer at the end.

A
N
S
W
E
R

MEDIUM 12 x 7+ 162  + 178– 76 + 31/
OF IT

91/
OF IT

SQUARE 
IT

– 89HALVE
IT

A
N
S
W
E
R

EASY 3 – 8÷7 x 9 HALVE
IT

+ 15CUBE
IT

32/
OF IT

x 3 – 9

A
N
S
W
E
R

HARDER 14 – 294 + 42351/
OF IT

+ 75/
OF IT

x 4+ 32/
OF IT

x 7SQUARE 
IT

HALVE 
IT

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11

12 13 14

15 16 17 18

19 20 21

22 23

Across
 5 Buzz ---, US astronaut (6)
 7 City of northwest Wales (6)
 9 Calamity (8)
 11 Shellfish (4)
 12 Caused by (3,2)
 13 Fully developed, grown up (6)
 15 Palm stems used to make 

furniture and baskets (6)

L A M P P O S T F U N D
I U R A J T O
C O L L O Q U I A L I S M
E C T C V L I
G H E E E V A S I O N

O G R S A
B L A Z E R R E J E C T
E P R S E
D I O C E S E Q U A Y
I S D G U W D
E X T R A O R D I N A R Y
N L M E R R E
T I E R A T T E N D E D

Solution to Crossword 9631

 17 Immobilising weapon (5)
 19 Released trapped air from  

(a radiator) (4)
 20 Memorised again (8)
 22 Make (staff) redundant (3,3)
 23 Superficial appearance (6)

Down
 1 Open, frank (6)
 2 Tiny biting insect (4)
 3 Southern European 

peninsula (6)
 4 Cut into a neat shape (4)
 6 As a last resort (11)
 8 Stock of bullion held by  

a central bank (4,7)
 10 Protruding nose and jaws  

of an animal (5)
 14 Ecclesiastical levy (5)
 16 Floating aimlessly (6)
 18 Give back (6)
 19 Onion or shallot, eg (4)
 21 Broadcasting in real time (4)

 Cell Blocks No 5199
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  Polygon  Set Square No 3818

Please note, BODMAS does not apply

  Solutions Killer Moderate No 9670

 Killer Tough No 9671

As with standard Sudoku, fill the grid so that every column, 
every row and every 3x3 box contains the digits 1 to 9. Each set 
of cells joined by dotted lines must add up to the target number 
in its top-left corner. Within each set of cells joined by dotted 
lines, a digit cannot be repeated.

Need help with today’s puzzle? Call 0905 757 0143 to check the 
answers. Calls cost £1 per minute plus your telephone company’s 
network access charge. SP: Spoke, 0333 202 3390 (Mon-Fri 9am-5.30pm).

Cluelines Stuck on Sudoku, Killer or KenKen? Call 0901 293 
6263 before midnight to receive four clues for any of today’s 
puzzles. Calls cost £1 plus your telephone company’s network 
access charge. SP: Spoke, 0333 202 3390 (Mon-Fri 9am-5.30pm).

My friend from Zagreb, Marshall 
Lewis, showed me this slam from 
last Christmas’s Santa Invitational 
International Teams. Plan the play 
in 6♦ on ♠6 lead, East’s suit. 

Declarer, Lewis’s partner, won 
the ace of spades and cashed the 
ace-king of diamonds, East dis-
carding. Leaving the third dia-
mond outstanding, he cashed the 
ace-king-queen of clubs, discard-
ing his three remaining spades. He 
then led dummy’s heart (as good 
as anything at this juncture). 

East covered the jack of hearts 
with the queen but West made no 
mistake, overtaking with the ace to 
lead his third diamond. Declarer 
won dummy’s queen, ruffed a 
spade and ruffed a heart but had to 
hope the ten of clubs was falling 
under the jack. It was not, and that 
was one down, declarer losing the 
last trick to that ten. 

Declarer’s downfall was to cash 
a second diamond. The trouble is 
that he has to concede a heart, at 
which point West can lead his 
third diamond, preventing a sec-
ond black-suit ruff in hand.  

The winning line is to cash only 
one top diamond then follow with 
the ace-king-queen of clubs, shed-
ding your three remaining spades. 
Now concede the heart. Let West 
win the ace and lead a second dia-
mond (as above). However, you 
can win (East discarding) and cash 
the jack of clubs. If the ten has 
fallen, you can hurriedly draw 
West’s last trump, ruff dummy’s 
second spade and claim your slam 
(including the nine of clubs). 

On the layout, the ten of clubs 
doesn’t fall under the jack. 

However, you have the requisite 
two trumps in hand to ruff the sec-
ond spade and the nine of clubs 
(returning to dummy via heart 
ruffs). Slam made. 

Did declarer clearly misplay the 
slam? I’m not so sure. What if East 
had, say ♠KQJxx, ♥KQx, ♦J10, 
♣xxx? Failing to cash a second 
diamond (as well as the three top 
clubs) before conceding the heart 
will enable West to win the heart 
and promptly give partner a 
fourth-round club ruff. 

This is the It’s a Big Deal week, as 
the EBU joins up with Cancer 
Research UK. Go to 
www.ebu.co.uk/article/bridge-its-
big-deal-festival-updates  

andrew.robson@thetimes.co.uk

Contract: 6♦, Opening Lead: ♠ 6

Dealer: East, Vulnerability: Neither

N 
W     E 

S

                                                       1♠  
        Pass       Pass          5NT(1)   Pass         
        6♦(2)    End  
(1) In character, Marshall Lewis goes all-in. 
Most Norths bid 4NT here (big minor two-
suiter). 5NT shows an even bigger minor 
two-suiter. 
(2) There are plenty of worse zero-point 
hands to hold on this auction.

       S                W        N(Lewis)         E

♠KQJ87  

♥KQ83  

♦10  

♣742

Teams ♠A4  

♥J  

♦AKQ95  

♣AKQJ9

♠10952  

♥96542  

♦8742  

♣-

♠63  

♥A107  

♦J63  

♣108653

 Bridge Andrew Robson

C H A M P E R S S C O T
H P A E A H
I M P E L P I C A S S O
R L I E A T N
R O E N E A R T H I N G
U D L A L
P A S T R Y A S S E S S

I O S T H
T A X I M E T E R B R A
O P E A O L R
T R A N S I T P L U M P
E C U H R L
S I K H A S S E M B L Y

Sudoku 15,213

Killer 9668

Sudoku 15,214

Killer 9669

Sudoku 15,215

Quick Cryptic 2776

KenKen 6307

Codeword 5315

C A B B A G EW H I T E
C A R M X O S
L I M P O P O C U R R A N T
I E M L E A R O
F A R R I E R L A T V I A N
F O N A I N I
R A N G E J O A N O F A R C
I A C O
C A T A T O N I A B A S I L
H A O P O U L
A L L S O P P P A L E T T E
R L T H E I U T
D A Y L I L Y L E V E R E T

H N L L I E E
D O U G L A S A D A M S

GK Crossword 250

1 Toto
2 Witch
3 Garland
4 Dorothy
5 Scarecrow

Cryptic 
Quintagram

  Today’s solutions



MindGames

Fill the grid 
using the 
numbers 1 to 9 
only. The 
numbers in each 
horizontal or 
vertical run of 
white squares 
add up to the 
total in the 
triangle to its left 
or above it. The 
same number 
may occur more 
than once in a 
row or column, 
but not within 
the same run of 
white squares.
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Fill the blank squares so that every row and column contains 
each of the numbers 1 to 5 once only. The symbols between 
the squares indicate whether a number is larger (>) or smaller 
(<) than the number next to it.

All the digits 1 to 6 must appear in every row and column. In 
each thick-line “block”, the target number in the top left-hand 
corner is calculated from the digits in all the cells in the block, 
using the operation indicated by the symbol.

 Futoshiki No 4856 KenKen Medium No 6308

7 25 13 15 4 31
28

16
12

10
29 12

16 13
11

18
8

4
15

14

27
27

30
9

17
5 6

4
23

17
21 9

11
9

16
19 25

6 7 16
14 4

15 17
10

14
21 32

7 27
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Slide the letters either horizontally or vertically back into the grid to produce a 
completed crossword. Letters are allowed to slide over other letters

Every letter in this crossword-style grid is represented by a number from 1 to 26. 
Each letter of the alphabet appears in the grid at least once. Use the letters already 
provided to work out the identity of further letters. Enter letters in the main grid 
and the smaller reference grid until all 26 letters of the alphabet have been 
accounted for. Proper nouns are excluded. Yesterday’s solution, right

Cluelines Stuck on Codeword? To receive 4 random clues call 0901 293 6262 or 
text TIMECODE to 64343. Calls cost £1 plus your telephone company’s network 
access charge. Texts cost £1 plus your standard network charge. For the full solution 
call 0905 757 0142. Calls cost £1 per minute plus your telephone company’s network 
access charge. SP: Spoke, 0333 202 3390 (Mon-Fri, 9am-5.30pm).

Lay tracks to enable the train to travel from village A to village 
B. The numbers indicate how many sections of track go in 
each row and column. There are only straight sections and 
curved sections. The track cannot cross itself.

 Train Tracks No 2343

 Lexica Easy No 7647 Hard No 7648

B
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 Codeword No 5316

 Winning Move

 Tetonor

W________W 
áWDWDWDkD] 
àDWDWDp0W] 
ßWDWDWDW0] 
ÞDpgpDWDW] 
ÝWDnDWDWD] 
ÜDW)QDWGP] 
Ûq)WDW)PI] 
ÚDRHW4WDW] 
WÁÂÃÄÅÆÇÈW 

Black to play.  
This position is from Provoost-
Ikonnikov, Vlissingen 2024. 
 
In this position, the fact that 
nearly all of the pieces are in 
White’s half of the board gives 
an indication as to who has the 
initiative. However, despite being 
rather passive, the white position 
appears to be solid and, 
additionally, the black queen is 
threatened. Nevertheless, Black 
found a brilliant combination to 
force the win. Can you see it?  

The next Tetonor puzzle will appear on Thursday

When complete, the strip below the grid can be split into eight pairs of 
numbers. Adding the numbers in a pair gives one of the 16 numbers in 
the grid. Multiplying them gives a different number in the grid. For 
example, a 4 and 6 in the strip could be paired to make 10 (4+6) and 24 
(4x6) in the grid. Enter each sum below the corresponding number in the 
grid. The blanks in the strip must be deduced, bearing in mind the 
numbers are listed in ascending order. 
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2 2  5 6  9 10 10     34 49  

77

31 98 33

72 140 20

170

198 27 100 51

39 162 18 150

A A A C C C D D

E G H H I L N O

O O O O R R R R

S T T T T W W Y

1 Love child recalled 4’s dog? (4)

2 Charming woman with constant 
teasing desire (5)

3 Judy’s floral decoration? (7)

4 Oz visitor cooked hot fish outside 
(7)

5 One standing against murder? (9)

Solve all five cryptic clues using 
each letter underneath once only

- - - -

 
- - - - -

- - - - - - -

 
- - - - - - -

- - - - - - - - -

 Quintagram®
Solve all five cryptic clues using each 
letter underneath once only

Challenge 
your mind 

with puzzle 
books from 
The Times

timesbookshop.co.uk

For more puzzles, including
Mini Sudoku, extra Codeword, 

Train Tracks and Futoshiki
go to page 10

What are your favourite 
puzzles in MindGames? 
Email: puzzles@thetimes.co.uk

Moderate No 499

Fill the grid 
using the 
numbers 1 to 9 
only. The 
numbers in each 
horizontal or 
vertical run of 
white squares 
add up to the 
total in the 
triangle to its left 
or above it. The 
same number 
may occur more 
than once in a 
row or column, 
but not within 
the same run of 
white squares.
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Fill the blank squares so that every row and column contains 
each of the numbers 1 to 5 once only. The symbols between 
the squares indicate whether a number is larger (>) or smaller 
(<) than the number next to it.

All the digits 1 to 6 must appear in every row and column. In 
each thick-line “block”, the target number in the top left-hand 
corner is calculated from the digits in all the cells in the block, 
using the operation indicated by the symbol.

 Futoshiki No 4856 KenKen Medium No 6308
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Slide the letters either horizontally or vertically back into the grid to produce a 
completed crossword. Letters are allowed to slide over other letters

Every letter in this crossword-style grid is represented by a number from 1 to 26. 
Each letter of the alphabet appears in the grid at least once. Use the letters already 
provided to work out the identity of further letters. Enter letters in the main grid 
and the smaller reference grid until all 26 letters of the alphabet have been 
accounted for. Proper nouns are excluded. Yesterday’s solution, right

Cluelines Stuck on Codeword? To receive 4 random clues call 0901 293 6262 or 
text TIMECODE to 64343. Calls cost £1 plus your telephone company’s network 
access charge. Texts cost £1 plus your standard network charge. For the full solution 
call 0905 757 0142. Calls cost £1 per minute plus your telephone company’s network 
access charge. SP: Spoke, 0333 202 3390 (Mon-Fri, 9am-5.30pm).

Lay tracks to enable the train to travel from village A to village 
B. The numbers indicate how many sections of track go in 
each row and column. There are only straight sections and 
curved sections. The track cannot cross itself.

 Train Tracks No 2343
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 Codeword No 5316

 Winning Move

 Tetonor

W________W 
áWDWDWDkD] 
àDWDWDp0W] 
ßWDWDWDW0] 
ÞDpgpDWDW] 
ÝWDnDWDWD] 
ÜDW)QDWGP] 
Ûq)WDW)PI] 
ÚDRHW4WDW] 
WÁÂÃÄÅÆÇÈW 

Black to play.  
This position is from Provoost-
Ikonnikov, Vlissingen 2024. 
 
In this position, the fact that 
nearly all of the pieces are in 
White’s half of the board gives 
an indication as to who has the 
initiative. However, despite being 
rather passive, the white position 
appears to be solid and, 
additionally, the black queen is 
threatened. Nevertheless, Black 
found a brilliant combination to 
force the win. Can you see it?  

The next Tetonor puzzle will appear on Thursday

When complete, the strip below the grid can be split into eight pairs of 
numbers. Adding the numbers in a pair gives one of the 16 numbers in 
the grid. Multiplying them gives a different number in the grid. For 
example, a 4 and 6 in the strip could be paired to make 10 (4+6) and 24 
(4x6) in the grid. Enter each sum below the corresponding number in the 
grid. The blanks in the strip must be deduced, bearing in mind the 
numbers are listed in ascending order. 
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2 2  5 6  9 10 10     34 49  

77

31 98 33

72 140 20

170

198 27 100 51

39 162 18 150

A A A C C C D D

E G H H I L N O

O O O O R R R R

S T T T T W W Y

1 Love child recalled 4’s dog? (4)

2 Charming woman with constant 
teasing desire (5)

3 Judy’s floral decoration? (7)

4 Oz visitor cooked hot fish outside 
(7)

5 One standing against murder? (9)

Solve all five cryptic clues using 
each letter underneath once only

- - - -

 
- - - - -

- - - - - - -

 
- - - - - - -

- - - - - - - - -

 Quintagram®
Solve all five cryptic clues using each 
letter underneath once only

Challenge 
your mind 

with puzzle 
books from 
The Times

timesbookshop.co.uk

For more puzzles, including
Mini Sudoku, extra Codeword, 

Train Tracks and Futoshiki
go to page 10

What are your favourite 
puzzles in MindGames? 
Email: puzzles@thetimes.co.uk

Moderate No 499

Fill the grid 
using the 
numbers 1 to 9 
only. The 
numbers in each 
horizontal or 
vertical run of 
white squares 
add up to the 
total in the 
triangle to its left 
or above it. The 
same number 
may occur more 
than once in a 
row or column, 
but not within 
the same run of 
white squares.
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Fill the blank squares so that every row and column contains 
each of the numbers 1 to 5 once only. The symbols between 
the squares indicate whether a number is larger (>) or smaller 
(<) than the number next to it.

All the digits 1 to 6 must appear in every row and column. In 
each thick-line “block”, the target number in the top left-hand 
corner is calculated from the digits in all the cells in the block, 
using the operation indicated by the symbol.

 Futoshiki No 4856 KenKen Medium No 6308
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Slide the letters either horizontally or vertically back into the grid to produce a 
completed crossword. Letters are allowed to slide over other letters

Every letter in this crossword-style grid is represented by a number from 1 to 26. 
Each letter of the alphabet appears in the grid at least once. Use the letters already 
provided to work out the identity of further letters. Enter letters in the main grid 
and the smaller reference grid until all 26 letters of the alphabet have been 
accounted for. Proper nouns are excluded. Yesterday’s solution, right

Cluelines Stuck on Codeword? To receive 4 random clues call 0901 293 6262 or 
text TIMECODE to 64343. Calls cost £1 plus your telephone company’s network 
access charge. Texts cost £1 plus your standard network charge. For the full solution 
call 0905 757 0142. Calls cost £1 per minute plus your telephone company’s network 
access charge. SP: Spoke, 0333 202 3390 (Mon-Fri, 9am-5.30pm).

Lay tracks to enable the train to travel from village A to village 
B. The numbers indicate how many sections of track go in 
each row and column. There are only straight sections and 
curved sections. The track cannot cross itself.
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Black to play.  
This position is from Provoost-
Ikonnikov, Vlissingen 2024. 
 
In this position, the fact that 
nearly all of the pieces are in 
White’s half of the board gives 
an indication as to who has the 
initiative. However, despite being 
rather passive, the white position 
appears to be solid and, 
additionally, the black queen is 
threatened. Nevertheless, Black 
found a brilliant combination to 
force the win. Can you see it?  

The next Tetonor puzzle will appear on Thursday

When complete, the strip below the grid can be split into eight pairs of 
numbers. Adding the numbers in a pair gives one of the 16 numbers in 
the grid. Multiplying them gives a different number in the grid. For 
example, a 4 and 6 in the strip could be paired to make 10 (4+6) and 24 
(4x6) in the grid. Enter each sum below the corresponding number in the 
grid. The blanks in the strip must be deduced, bearing in mind the 
numbers are listed in ascending order. 
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2 Charming woman with constant 
teasing desire (5)

3 Judy’s floral decoration? (7)

4 Oz visitor cooked hot fish outside 
(7)

5 One standing against murder? (9)

Solve all five cryptic clues using 
each letter underneath once only
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letter underneath once only
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into square or 
rectangular 
blocks, each 
containing one 
digit only. Every 
block must 
contain the 
number of cells 
indicated by the 
digit inside it.

Enter each of 
the numbers 
from 1 to 9 in 
the grid, so that 
the six sums 
work. We’ve 
placed two 
numbers to get 
you started. 
Each sum 
should be 
calculated left 
to right or top 
to bottom.

From these letters, make words of 
three or more letters, always including 
the central letter. Answers must be in 
the Concise Oxford Dictionary, excluding 
capitalised words, plurals, conjugated 
verbs (past tense etc), adverbs ending 
in LY, comparatives and superlatives. 
How you rate 15 words, average; 
20, good; 24, very good; 29, excellent

2 8 9 8 1
1 6 5 9 1 9 3 2
3 1 8 2 7 2 1 4

6 9 7 5 7 4 8
1 2 6 1 7 5 9 8
1 6 5 3 9 4 9 8

3 7 8 6 7 5 1
1 4 2 1 5 2 4 7
5 7 1 3 1 2 6 9
9 4 1 3 7

Kakuro 3814

Futoshiki 4855

F R I N G E

U

A M E N D

B A

L T

R E L I E F

Lexica 7646

S H A M E

T B

E L I D

A T E U

M E

I L L

Lexica 7645Cell Blocks 5198 Set Square 3817

Suko 4217

Train Tracks 2342

Word watch

After 1 ... Qxb1! 2 Qxb1 Nd2 
Black is a queen for rook 
down but his forces are 
overwhelming. White has 
nothing better than 3 Qd3 
when 3 ... Nf1+ 4 Kg1 Nxg3+ 
5 Kh2 Bxf2 wins due to the 
threat of ... Rh1 mate

Brainish (a) Impulsive, 
impetuous (Collins)
Pleiomerous (b) Having 
more parts than normal 
(Chambers)
Hecatomped (b) A hundred 
feet square (OED)
Chess — Winning Move

1 Hammy
2 Peeves
3 Cooler
4 Starter
5 Laboured

Concise 
Quintagram

Quiz

Easy 33
Medium 108
Harder 1,795

Brain 
Trainer

Yesterday’s answers 
eft, elf, felt, fie, file, filer, filet, filter, fir, fire, 
firer, fit, flier, flirt, flit, fret, frit, left, lief, life, 
lifer, lift, lifter, ref, refit, rife, rifle, rift, trifle, 
trifler

 times2 Crossword No 9632  Brain Trainer
Just follow the instructions from left to right, starting with the number given to reach an answer at the end.

A
N
S
W
E
R

MEDIUM 12 x 7+ 162  + 178– 76 + 31/
OF IT

91/
OF IT

SQUARE 
IT

– 89HALVE
IT

A
N
S
W
E
R

EASY 3 – 8÷7 x 9 HALVE
IT

+ 15CUBE
IT

32/
OF IT

x 3 – 9

A
N
S
W
E
R

HARDER 14 – 294 + 42351/
OF IT

+ 75/
OF IT

x 4+ 32/
OF IT

x 7SQUARE 
IT

HALVE 
IT

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11

12 13 14

15 16 17 18

19 20 21

22 23

Across
 5 Buzz ---, US astronaut (6)
 7 City of northwest Wales (6)
 9 Calamity (8)
 11 Shellfish (4)
 12 Caused by (3,2)
 13 Fully developed, grown up (6)
 15 Palm stems used to make 

furniture and baskets (6)

L A M P P O S T F U N D
I U R A J T O
C O L L O Q U I A L I S M
E C T C V L I
G H E E E V A S I O N

O G R S A
B L A Z E R R E J E C T
E P R S E
D I O C E S E Q U A Y
I S D G U W D
E X T R A O R D I N A R Y
N L M E R R E
T I E R A T T E N D E D

Solution to Crossword 9631

 17 Immobilising weapon (5)
 19 Released trapped air from  

(a radiator) (4)
 20 Memorised again (8)
 22 Make (staff) redundant (3,3)
 23 Superficial appearance (6)

Down
 1 Open, frank (6)
 2 Tiny biting insect (4)
 3 Southern European 

peninsula (6)
 4 Cut into a neat shape (4)
 6 As a last resort (11)
 8 Stock of bullion held by  

a central bank (4,7)
 10 Protruding nose and jaws  

of an animal (5)
 14 Ecclesiastical levy (5)
 16 Floating aimlessly (6)
 18 Give back (6)
 19 Onion or shallot, eg (4)
 21 Broadcasting in real time (4)

 Cell Blocks No 5199
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  Polygon  Set Square No 3818

Please note, BODMAS does not apply

  Solutions Killer Moderate No 9670

 Killer Tough No 9671

As with standard Sudoku, fill the grid so that every column, 
every row and every 3x3 box contains the digits 1 to 9. Each set 
of cells joined by dotted lines must add up to the target number 
in its top-left corner. Within each set of cells joined by dotted 
lines, a digit cannot be repeated.

Need help with today’s puzzle? Call 0905 757 0143 to check the 
answers. Calls cost £1 per minute plus your telephone company’s 
network access charge. SP: Spoke, 0333 202 3390 (Mon-Fri 9am-5.30pm).

Cluelines Stuck on Sudoku, Killer or KenKen? Call 0901 293 
6263 before midnight to receive four clues for any of today’s 
puzzles. Calls cost £1 plus your telephone company’s network 
access charge. SP: Spoke, 0333 202 3390 (Mon-Fri 9am-5.30pm).

My friend from Zagreb, Marshall 
Lewis, showed me this slam from 
last Christmas’s Santa Invitational 
International Teams. Plan the play 
in 6♦ on ♠6 lead, East’s suit. 

Declarer, Lewis’s partner, won 
the ace of spades and cashed the 
ace-king of diamonds, East dis-
carding. Leaving the third dia-
mond outstanding, he cashed the 
ace-king-queen of clubs, discard-
ing his three remaining spades. He 
then led dummy’s heart (as good 
as anything at this juncture). 

East covered the jack of hearts 
with the queen but West made no 
mistake, overtaking with the ace to 
lead his third diamond. Declarer 
won dummy’s queen, ruffed a 
spade and ruffed a heart but had to 
hope the ten of clubs was falling 
under the jack. It was not, and that 
was one down, declarer losing the 
last trick to that ten. 

Declarer’s downfall was to cash 
a second diamond. The trouble is 
that he has to concede a heart, at 
which point West can lead his 
third diamond, preventing a sec-
ond black-suit ruff in hand.  

The winning line is to cash only 
one top diamond then follow with 
the ace-king-queen of clubs, shed-
ding your three remaining spades. 
Now concede the heart. Let West 
win the ace and lead a second dia-
mond (as above). However, you 
can win (East discarding) and cash 
the jack of clubs. If the ten has 
fallen, you can hurriedly draw 
West’s last trump, ruff dummy’s 
second spade and claim your slam 
(including the nine of clubs). 

On the layout, the ten of clubs 
doesn’t fall under the jack. 

However, you have the requisite 
two trumps in hand to ruff the sec-
ond spade and the nine of clubs 
(returning to dummy via heart 
ruffs). Slam made. 

Did declarer clearly misplay the 
slam? I’m not so sure. What if East 
had, say ♠KQJxx, ♥KQx, ♦J10, 
♣xxx? Failing to cash a second 
diamond (as well as the three top 
clubs) before conceding the heart 
will enable West to win the heart 
and promptly give partner a 
fourth-round club ruff. 

This is the It’s a Big Deal week, as 
the EBU joins up with Cancer 
Research UK. Go to 
www.ebu.co.uk/article/bridge-its-
big-deal-festival-updates  

andrew.robson@thetimes.co.uk

Contract: 6♦, Opening Lead: ♠ 6

Dealer: East, Vulnerability: Neither

N 
W     E 

S

                                                       1♠  
        Pass       Pass          5NT(1)   Pass         
        6♦(2)    End  
(1) In character, Marshall Lewis goes all-in. 
Most Norths bid 4NT here (big minor two-
suiter). 5NT shows an even bigger minor 
two-suiter. 
(2) There are plenty of worse zero-point 
hands to hold on this auction.

       S                W        N(Lewis)         E

♠KQJ87  

♥KQ83  

♦10  

♣742

Teams ♠A4  

♥J  

♦AKQ95  

♣AKQJ9

♠10952  

♥96542  

♦8742  

♣-

♠63  

♥A107  

♦J63  

♣108653

 Bridge Andrew Robson
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U D L A L
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T A X I M E T E R B R A
O P E A O L R
T R A N S I T P L U M P
E C U H R L
S I K H A S S E M B L Y

Sudoku 15,213

Killer 9668

Sudoku 15,214

Killer 9669

Sudoku 15,215

Quick Cryptic 2776

KenKen 6307

Codeword 5315

C A B B A G EW H I T E
C A R M X O S
L I M P O P O C U R R A N T
I E M L E A R O
F A R R I E R L A T V I A N
F O N A I N I
R A N G E J O A N O F A R C
I A C O
C A T A T O N I A B A S I L
H A O P O U L
A L L S O P P P A L E T T E
R L T H E I U T
D A Y L I L Y L E V E R E T

H N L L I E E
D O U G L A S A D A M S

GK Crossword 250

1 Toto
2 Witch
3 Garland
4 Dorothy
5 Scarecrow

Cryptic 
Quintagram

  Today’s solutions
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containing one 
digit only. Every 
block must 
contain the 
number of cells 
indicated by the 
digit inside it.

Enter each of 
the numbers 
from 1 to 9 in 
the grid, so that 
the six sums 
work. We’ve 
placed two 
numbers to get 
you started. 
Each sum 
should be 
calculated left 
to right or top 
to bottom.

From these letters, make words of 
three or more letters, always including 
the central letter. Answers must be in 
the Concise Oxford Dictionary, excluding 
capitalised words, plurals, conjugated 
verbs (past tense etc), adverbs ending 
in LY, comparatives and superlatives. 
How you rate 15 words, average; 
20, good; 24, very good; 29, excellent
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Black is a queen for rook 
down but his forces are 
overwhelming. White has 
nothing better than 3 Qd3 
when 3 ... Nf1+ 4 Kg1 Nxg3+ 
5 Kh2 Bxf2 wins due to the 
threat of ... Rh1 mate
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Pleiomerous (b) Having 
more parts than normal 
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feet square (OED)
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lifer, lift, lifter, ref, refit, rife, rifle, rift, trifle, 
trifler
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Just follow the instructions from left to right, starting with the number given to reach an answer at the end.
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Solution to Crossword 9631

 17 Immobilising weapon (5)
 19 Released trapped air from  

(a radiator) (4)
 20 Memorised again (8)
 22 Make (staff) redundant (3,3)
 23 Superficial appearance (6)

Down
 1 Open, frank (6)
 2 Tiny biting insect (4)
 3 Southern European 

peninsula (6)
 4 Cut into a neat shape (4)
 6 As a last resort (11)
 8 Stock of bullion held by  

a central bank (4,7)
 10 Protruding nose and jaws  

of an animal (5)
 14 Ecclesiastical levy (5)
 16 Floating aimlessly (6)
 18 Give back (6)
 19 Onion or shallot, eg (4)
 21 Broadcasting in real time (4)
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  Polygon  Set Square No 3818

Please note, BODMAS does not apply

  Solutions Killer Moderate No 9670

 Killer Tough No 9671

As with standard Sudoku, fill the grid so that every column, 
every row and every 3x3 box contains the digits 1 to 9. Each set 
of cells joined by dotted lines must add up to the target number 
in its top-left corner. Within each set of cells joined by dotted 
lines, a digit cannot be repeated.

Need help with today’s puzzle? Call 0905 757 0143 to check the 
answers. Calls cost £1 per minute plus your telephone company’s 
network access charge. SP: Spoke, 0333 202 3390 (Mon-Fri 9am-5.30pm).

Cluelines Stuck on Sudoku, Killer or KenKen? Call 0901 293 
6263 before midnight to receive four clues for any of today’s 
puzzles. Calls cost £1 plus your telephone company’s network 
access charge. SP: Spoke, 0333 202 3390 (Mon-Fri 9am-5.30pm).

My friend from Zagreb, Marshall 
Lewis, showed me this slam from 
last Christmas’s Santa Invitational 
International Teams. Plan the play 
in 6♦ on ♠6 lead, East’s suit. 

Declarer, Lewis’s partner, won 
the ace of spades and cashed the 
ace-king of diamonds, East dis-
carding. Leaving the third dia-
mond outstanding, he cashed the 
ace-king-queen of clubs, discard-
ing his three remaining spades. He 
then led dummy’s heart (as good 
as anything at this juncture). 

East covered the jack of hearts 
with the queen but West made no 
mistake, overtaking with the ace to 
lead his third diamond. Declarer 
won dummy’s queen, ruffed a 
spade and ruffed a heart but had to 
hope the ten of clubs was falling 
under the jack. It was not, and that 
was one down, declarer losing the 
last trick to that ten. 

Declarer’s downfall was to cash 
a second diamond. The trouble is 
that he has to concede a heart, at 
which point West can lead his 
third diamond, preventing a sec-
ond black-suit ruff in hand.  

The winning line is to cash only 
one top diamond then follow with 
the ace-king-queen of clubs, shed-
ding your three remaining spades. 
Now concede the heart. Let West 
win the ace and lead a second dia-
mond (as above). However, you 
can win (East discarding) and cash 
the jack of clubs. If the ten has 
fallen, you can hurriedly draw 
West’s last trump, ruff dummy’s 
second spade and claim your slam 
(including the nine of clubs). 

On the layout, the ten of clubs 
doesn’t fall under the jack. 

However, you have the requisite 
two trumps in hand to ruff the sec-
ond spade and the nine of clubs 
(returning to dummy via heart 
ruffs). Slam made. 

Did declarer clearly misplay the 
slam? I’m not so sure. What if East 
had, say ♠KQJxx, ♥KQx, ♦J10, 
♣xxx? Failing to cash a second 
diamond (as well as the three top 
clubs) before conceding the heart 
will enable West to win the heart 
and promptly give partner a 
fourth-round club ruff. 

This is the It’s a Big Deal week, as 
the EBU joins up with Cancer 
Research UK. Go to 
www.ebu.co.uk/article/bridge-its-
big-deal-festival-updates  

andrew.robson@thetimes.co.uk

Contract: 6♦, Opening Lead: ♠ 6

Dealer: East, Vulnerability: Neither

N 
W     E 

S

                                                       1♠  
        Pass       Pass          5NT(1)   Pass         
        6♦(2)    End  
(1) In character, Marshall Lewis goes all-in. 
Most Norths bid 4NT here (big minor two-
suiter). 5NT shows an even bigger minor 
two-suiter. 
(2) There are plenty of worse zero-point 
hands to hold on this auction.

       S                W        N(Lewis)         E

♠KQJ87  

♥KQ83  

♦10  

♣742

Teams ♠A4  

♥J  

♦AKQ95  

♣AKQJ9

♠10952  

♥96542  

♦8742  

♣-

♠63  

♥A107  

♦J63  

♣108653

 Bridge Andrew Robson

C H A M P E R S S C O T
H P A E A H
I M P E L P I C A S S O
R L I E A T N
R O E N E A R T H I N G
U D L A L
P A S T R Y A S S E S S

I O S T H
T A X I M E T E R B R A
O P E A O L R
T R A N S I T P L U M P
E C U H R L
S I K H A S S E M B L Y

Sudoku 15,213

Killer 9668

Sudoku 15,214

Killer 9669

Sudoku 15,215

Quick Cryptic 2776

KenKen 6307

Codeword 5315

C A B B A G EW H I T E
C A R M X O S
L I M P O P O C U R R A N T
I E M L E A R O
F A R R I E R L A T V I A N
F O N A I N I
R A N G E J O A N O F A R C
I A C O
C A T A T O N I A B A S I L
H A O P O U L
A L L S O P P P A L E T T E
R L T H E I U T
D A Y L I L Y L E V E R E T

H N L L I E E
D O U G L A S A D A M S

GK Crossword 250

1 Toto
2 Witch
3 Garland
4 Dorothy
5 Scarecrow

Cryptic 
Quintagram

  Today’s solutions
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into square or 
rectangular 
blocks, each 
containing one 
digit only. Every 
block must 
contain the 
number of cells 
indicated by the 
digit inside it.

Enter each of 
the numbers 
from 1 to 9 in 
the grid, so that 
the six sums 
work. We’ve 
placed two 
numbers to get 
you started. 
Each sum 
should be 
calculated left 
to right or top 
to bottom.

From these letters, make words of 
three or more letters, always including 
the central letter. Answers must be in 
the Concise Oxford Dictionary, excluding 
capitalised words, plurals, conjugated 
verbs (past tense etc), adverbs ending 
in LY, comparatives and superlatives. 
How you rate 15 words, average; 
20, good; 24, very good; 29, excellent

2 8 9 8 1
1 6 5 9 1 9 3 2
3 1 8 2 7 2 1 4

6 9 7 5 7 4 8
1 2 6 1 7 5 9 8
1 6 5 3 9 4 9 8

3 7 8 6 7 5 1
1 4 2 1 5 2 4 7
5 7 1 3 1 2 6 9
9 4 1 3 7

Kakuro 3814

Futoshiki 4855
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Lexica 7645Cell Blocks 5198 Set Square 3817

Suko 4217

Train Tracks 2342

Word watch

After 1 ... Qxb1! 2 Qxb1 Nd2 
Black is a queen for rook 
down but his forces are 
overwhelming. White has 
nothing better than 3 Qd3 
when 3 ... Nf1+ 4 Kg1 Nxg3+ 
5 Kh2 Bxf2 wins due to the 
threat of ... Rh1 mate

Brainish (a) Impulsive, 
impetuous (Collins)
Pleiomerous (b) Having 
more parts than normal 
(Chambers)
Hecatomped (b) A hundred 
feet square (OED)
Chess — Winning Move

1 Hammy
2 Peeves
3 Cooler
4 Starter
5 Laboured

Concise 
Quintagram

Quiz

Easy 33
Medium 108
Harder 1,795

Brain 
Trainer

Yesterday’s answers 
eft, elf, felt, fie, file, filer, filet, filter, fir, fire, 
firer, fit, flier, flirt, flit, fret, frit, left, lief, life, 
lifer, lift, lifter, ref, refit, rife, rifle, rift, trifle, 
trifler

 times2 Crossword No 9632  Brain Trainer
Just follow the instructions from left to right, starting with the number given to reach an answer at the end.

A
N
S
W
E
R

MEDIUM 12 x 7+ 162  + 178– 76 + 31/
OF IT

91/
OF IT

SQUARE 
IT

– 89HALVE
IT

A
N
S
W
E
R

EASY 3 – 8÷7 x 9 HALVE
IT

+ 15CUBE
IT

32/
OF IT

x 3 – 9

A
N
S
W
E
R

HARDER 14 – 294 + 42351/
OF IT

+ 75/
OF IT

x 4+ 32/
OF IT

x 7SQUARE 
IT

HALVE 
IT

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11

12 13 14

15 16 17 18

19 20 21

22 23

Across
 5 Buzz ---, US astronaut (6)
 7 City of northwest Wales (6)
 9 Calamity (8)
 11 Shellfish (4)
 12 Caused by (3,2)
 13 Fully developed, grown up (6)
 15 Palm stems used to make 

furniture and baskets (6)

L A M P P O S T F U N D
I U R A J T O
C O L L O Q U I A L I S M
E C T C V L I
G H E E E V A S I O N

O G R S A
B L A Z E R R E J E C T
E P R S E
D I O C E S E Q U A Y
I S D G U W D
E X T R A O R D I N A R Y
N L M E R R E
T I E R A T T E N D E D

Solution to Crossword 9631

 17 Immobilising weapon (5)
 19 Released trapped air from  

(a radiator) (4)
 20 Memorised again (8)
 22 Make (staff) redundant (3,3)
 23 Superficial appearance (6)

Down
 1 Open, frank (6)
 2 Tiny biting insect (4)
 3 Southern European 

peninsula (6)
 4 Cut into a neat shape (4)
 6 As a last resort (11)
 8 Stock of bullion held by  

a central bank (4,7)
 10 Protruding nose and jaws  

of an animal (5)
 14 Ecclesiastical levy (5)
 16 Floating aimlessly (6)
 18 Give back (6)
 19 Onion or shallot, eg (4)
 21 Broadcasting in real time (4)
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  Polygon  Set Square No 3818

Please note, BODMAS does not apply

  Solutions Killer Moderate No 9670

 Killer Tough No 9671

As with standard Sudoku, fill the grid so that every column, 
every row and every 3x3 box contains the digits 1 to 9. Each set 
of cells joined by dotted lines must add up to the target number 
in its top-left corner. Within each set of cells joined by dotted 
lines, a digit cannot be repeated.

Need help with today’s puzzle? Call 0905 757 0143 to check the 
answers. Calls cost £1 per minute plus your telephone company’s 
network access charge. SP: Spoke, 0333 202 3390 (Mon-Fri 9am-5.30pm).

Cluelines Stuck on Sudoku, Killer or KenKen? Call 0901 293 
6263 before midnight to receive four clues for any of today’s 
puzzles. Calls cost £1 plus your telephone company’s network 
access charge. SP: Spoke, 0333 202 3390 (Mon-Fri 9am-5.30pm).

My friend from Zagreb, Marshall 
Lewis, showed me this slam from 
last Christmas’s Santa Invitational 
International Teams. Plan the play 
in 6♦ on ♠6 lead, East’s suit. 

Declarer, Lewis’s partner, won 
the ace of spades and cashed the 
ace-king of diamonds, East dis-
carding. Leaving the third dia-
mond outstanding, he cashed the 
ace-king-queen of clubs, discard-
ing his three remaining spades. He 
then led dummy’s heart (as good 
as anything at this juncture). 

East covered the jack of hearts 
with the queen but West made no 
mistake, overtaking with the ace to 
lead his third diamond. Declarer 
won dummy’s queen, ruffed a 
spade and ruffed a heart but had to 
hope the ten of clubs was falling 
under the jack. It was not, and that 
was one down, declarer losing the 
last trick to that ten. 

Declarer’s downfall was to cash 
a second diamond. The trouble is 
that he has to concede a heart, at 
which point West can lead his 
third diamond, preventing a sec-
ond black-suit ruff in hand.  

The winning line is to cash only 
one top diamond then follow with 
the ace-king-queen of clubs, shed-
ding your three remaining spades. 
Now concede the heart. Let West 
win the ace and lead a second dia-
mond (as above). However, you 
can win (East discarding) and cash 
the jack of clubs. If the ten has 
fallen, you can hurriedly draw 
West’s last trump, ruff dummy’s 
second spade and claim your slam 
(including the nine of clubs). 

On the layout, the ten of clubs 
doesn’t fall under the jack. 

However, you have the requisite 
two trumps in hand to ruff the sec-
ond spade and the nine of clubs 
(returning to dummy via heart 
ruffs). Slam made. 

Did declarer clearly misplay the 
slam? I’m not so sure. What if East 
had, say ♠KQJxx, ♥KQx, ♦J10, 
♣xxx? Failing to cash a second 
diamond (as well as the three top 
clubs) before conceding the heart 
will enable West to win the heart 
and promptly give partner a 
fourth-round club ruff. 

This is the It’s a Big Deal week, as 
the EBU joins up with Cancer 
Research UK. Go to 
www.ebu.co.uk/article/bridge-its-
big-deal-festival-updates  

andrew.robson@thetimes.co.uk

Contract: 6♦, Opening Lead: ♠ 6

Dealer: East, Vulnerability: Neither

N 
W     E 

S

                                                       1♠  
        Pass       Pass          5NT(1)   Pass         
        6♦(2)    End  
(1) In character, Marshall Lewis goes all-in. 
Most Norths bid 4NT here (big minor two-
suiter). 5NT shows an even bigger minor 
two-suiter. 
(2) There are plenty of worse zero-point 
hands to hold on this auction.

       S                W        N(Lewis)         E

♠KQJ87  

♥KQ83  

♦10  

♣742

Teams ♠A4  

♥J  

♦AKQ95  

♣AKQJ9

♠10952  

♥96542  

♦8742  

♣-

♠63  

♥A107  

♦J63  

♣108653

 Bridge Andrew Robson

C H A M P E R S S C O T
H P A E A H
I M P E L P I C A S S O
R L I E A T N
R O E N E A R T H I N G
U D L A L
P A S T R Y A S S E S S

I O S T H
T A X I M E T E R B R A
O P E A O L R
T R A N S I T P L U M P
E C U H R L
S I K H A S S E M B L Y

Sudoku 15,213

Killer 9668

Sudoku 15,214

Killer 9669

Sudoku 15,215

Quick Cryptic 2776

KenKen 6307

Codeword 5315

C A B B A G EW H I T E
C A R M X O S
L I M P O P O C U R R A N T
I E M L E A R O
F A R R I E R L A T V I A N
F O N A I N I
R A N G E J O A N O F A R C
I A C O
C A T A T O N I A B A S I L
H A O P O U L
A L L S O P P P A L E T T E
R L T H E I U T
D A Y L I L Y L E V E R E T

H N L L I E E
D O U G L A S A D A M S

GK Crossword 250

1 Toto
2 Witch
3 Garland
4 Dorothy
5 Scarecrow

Cryptic 
Quintagram

  Today’s solutions



MindGames

Times Crossword 29,018 across down Yesterday’s solution 29,017

Check today’s answers by ringing 0905 757 
0141 by midnight. Calls cost £1 per minute 
plus your telephone company’s network 
access charge. SP: Spoke 0333 202 3390.

1 2 3 4 5 876

9

9 10

11

11 12

13

13 14 15

17 161918

17 18 19

20

21 22 23 24

25 26

27 28

A N T I P O P E P E N C I L
B E R U A H E
R U N O B S O L E S C E N T
U D G I I Y N H
P H R E N O L O G Y I N C A
T I O L H S A R
P L A S M A T E L L I N G

T T N F I Y
R O S S I N I I M P I S H
A A C M N S T I
N O T E S O N G S T R E S S
S I D U E R E O
M I S C O N S T R U E P A L
I F D E A L D
T O Y B O Y A D A M B E D E

 1 AC/DC featured in newspaper 
piece by E Bloom (9)

 6 Loiner’s locale has the advantage 
we hear (5)

 9 Cassandra’s edging away from 
Balearic island ward? (5)

 10 Pie-eyed guy’s precarious course 
(9)

 11 In love’s absence does couple hit 
rock bottom? (7)

 12 Refusal to welcome Liberal is 
recalled in letter (7)

 13 Writer’s pleasure: this writer’s off to 
tour Lake District initially (7,7)

 17 Keeping a pretty busy axe shaped 
the battle record (6,8)

 21 Long article about Astyanax’s 
origin, Greek in Homer (7)

 23 Many a witch’s death here in 
question (2,5)

 25 Different approach needed for 
penning year books (9)

 26 Knight occupying space in which 
scutarius fought (5)

 27 For one buried in fenland see 
mournful poem (5)

 28 Good person with talk on a certain 
singer (9)

 1 Jest involving me now crushed in 
disappointment (8)

 2 Joins course for coastal drivers? (5)
 3 Soldier serving at sea must 

consume fish spread (9)
 4 Temporary home — call to 

accommodate one (7)
 5 Artist, composer and author 

lacking answer (2,5)
 6 Sacred flower for all to see in quite 

a bunch (5)
 7 Disease rampant on the way in 

alien world (9)
 8 Warm reddish-brown colour new 

in Italian walled city (6)
 14 Abhorrent to Holmes, criminally 

hiding ace (9)
 15 Velocity’s elevated rate in starless 

region (4,5)
 16 Given similar roles, produce 

manuscript when entering court (8)
 18 Ten work with nurse filling hopper 

(7)
 19 Plain person, perhaps Scarlett 

carries old man around (7)
 20 Kind of chop academician fed to a 

shrew? (6)
 22 Almost beheaded — before dawn? 

(5)
 24 Measure of acidity in beer for 

Phoenician character? (5)

Times Crossword 29,018 across down Yesterday’s solution 29,017

Check today’s answers by ringing 0905 757 
0141 by midnight. Calls cost £1 per minute 
plus your telephone company’s network 
access charge. SP: Spoke 0333 202 3390.

1 2 3 4 5 876

9

9 10

11

11 12

13

13 14 15

17 161918

17 18 19

20

21 22 23 24

25 26

27 28

A N T I P O P E P E N C I L
B E R U A H E
R U N O B S O L E S C E N T
U D G I I Y N H
P H R E N O L O G Y I N C A
T I O L H S A R
P L A S M A T E L L I N G

T T N F I Y
R O S S I N I I M P I S H
A A C M N S T I
N O T E S O N G S T R E S S
S I D U E R E O
M I S C O N S T R U E P A L
I F D E A L D
T O Y B O Y A D A M B E D E

 1 AC/DC featured in newspaper 
piece by E Bloom (9)

 6 Loiner’s locale has the advantage 
we hear (5)

 9 Cassandra’s edging away from 
Balearic island ward? (5)

 10 Pie-eyed guy’s precarious course 
(9)

 11 In love’s absence does couple hit 
rock bottom? (7)

 12 Refusal to welcome Liberal is 
recalled in letter (7)

 13 Writer’s pleasure: this writer’s off to 
tour Lake District initially (7,7)

 17 Keeping a pretty busy axe shaped 
the battle record (6,8)

 21 Long article about Astyanax’s 
origin, Greek in Homer (7)

 23 Many a witch’s death here in 
question (2,5)

 25 Different approach needed for 
penning year books (9)

 26 Knight occupying space in which 
scutarius fought (5)

 27 For one buried in fenland see 
mournful poem (5)

 28 Good person with talk on a certain 
singer (9)

 1 Jest involving me now crushed in 
disappointment (8)

 2 Joins course for coastal drivers? (5)
 3 Soldier serving at sea must 

consume fish spread (9)
 4 Temporary home — call to 

accommodate one (7)
 5 Artist, composer and author 

lacking answer (2,5)
 6 Sacred flower for all to see in quite 

a bunch (5)
 7 Disease rampant on the way in 

alien world (9)
 8 Warm reddish-brown colour new 

in Italian walled city (6)
 14 Abhorrent to Holmes, criminally 

hiding ace (9)
 15 Velocity’s elevated rate in starless 

region (4,5)
 16 Given similar roles, produce 

manuscript when entering court (8)
 18 Ten work with nurse filling hopper 

(7)
 19 Plain person, perhaps Scarlett 

carries old man around (7)
 20 Kind of chop academician fed to a 

shrew? (6)
 22 Almost beheaded — before dawn? 

(5)
 24 Measure of acidity in beer for 

Phoenician character? (5)
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into square or 
rectangular 
blocks, each 
containing one 
digit only. Every 
block must 
contain the 
number of cells 
indicated by the 
digit inside it.

Enter each of 
the numbers 
from 1 to 9 in 
the grid, so that 
the six sums 
work. We’ve 
placed two 
numbers to get 
you started. 
Each sum 
should be 
calculated left 
to right or top 
to bottom.

From these letters, make words of 
three or more letters, always including 
the central letter. Answers must be in 
the Concise Oxford Dictionary, excluding 
capitalised words, plurals, conjugated 
verbs (past tense etc), adverbs ending 
in LY, comparatives and superlatives. 
How you rate 15 words, average; 
20, good; 24, very good; 29, excellent

2 8 9 8 1
1 6 5 9 1 9 3 2
3 1 8 2 7 2 1 4

6 9 7 5 7 4 8
1 2 6 1 7 5 9 8
1 6 5 3 9 4 9 8

3 7 8 6 7 5 1
1 4 2 1 5 2 4 7
5 7 1 3 1 2 6 9
9 4 1 3 7
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Futoshiki 4855
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Lexica 7645Cell Blocks 5198 Set Square 3817

Suko 4217

Train Tracks 2342

Word watch

After 1 ... Qxb1! 2 Qxb1 Nd2 
Black is a queen for rook 
down but his forces are 
overwhelming. White has 
nothing better than 3 Qd3 
when 3 ... Nf1+ 4 Kg1 Nxg3+ 
5 Kh2 Bxf2 wins due to the 
threat of ... Rh1 mate

Brainish (a) Impulsive, 
impetuous (Collins)
Pleiomerous (b) Having 
more parts than normal 
(Chambers)
Hecatomped (b) A hundred 
feet square (OED)
Chess — Winning Move

1 Hammy
2 Peeves
3 Cooler
4 Starter
5 Laboured

Concise 
Quintagram

Quiz

Easy 33
Medium 108
Harder 1,795

Brain 
Trainer

Yesterday’s answers 
eft, elf, felt, fie, file, filer, filet, filter, fir, fire, 
firer, fit, flier, flirt, flit, fret, frit, left, lief, life, 
lifer, lift, lifter, ref, refit, rife, rifle, rift, trifle, 
trifler

 times2 Crossword No 9632  Brain Trainer
Just follow the instructions from left to right, starting with the number given to reach an answer at the end.

A
N
S
W
E
R

MEDIUM 12 x 7+ 162  + 178– 76 + 31/
OF IT

91/
OF IT

SQUARE 
IT

– 89HALVE
IT

A
N
S
W
E
R

EASY 3 – 8÷7 x 9 HALVE
IT

+ 15CUBE
IT

32/
OF IT

x 3 – 9

A
N
S
W
E
R

HARDER 14 – 294 + 42351/
OF IT

+ 75/
OF IT

x 4+ 32/
OF IT

x 7SQUARE 
IT

HALVE 
IT

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11

12 13 14

15 16 17 18

19 20 21

22 23

Across
 5 Buzz ---, US astronaut (6)
 7 City of northwest Wales (6)
 9 Calamity (8)
 11 Shellfish (4)
 12 Caused by (3,2)
 13 Fully developed, grown up (6)
 15 Palm stems used to make 

furniture and baskets (6)

L A M P P O S T F U N D
I U R A J T O
C O L L O Q U I A L I S M
E C T C V L I
G H E E E V A S I O N

O G R S A
B L A Z E R R E J E C T
E P R S E
D I O C E S E Q U A Y
I S D G U W D
E X T R A O R D I N A R Y
N L M E R R E
T I E R A T T E N D E D

Solution to Crossword 9631

 17 Immobilising weapon (5)
 19 Released trapped air from  

(a radiator) (4)
 20 Memorised again (8)
 22 Make (staff) redundant (3,3)
 23 Superficial appearance (6)

Down
 1 Open, frank (6)
 2 Tiny biting insect (4)
 3 Southern European 

peninsula (6)
 4 Cut into a neat shape (4)
 6 As a last resort (11)
 8 Stock of bullion held by  

a central bank (4,7)
 10 Protruding nose and jaws  

of an animal (5)
 14 Ecclesiastical levy (5)
 16 Floating aimlessly (6)
 18 Give back (6)
 19 Onion or shallot, eg (4)
 21 Broadcasting in real time (4)
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  Polygon  Set Square No 3818

Please note, BODMAS does not apply

  Solutions Killer Moderate No 9670

 Killer Tough No 9671

As with standard Sudoku, fill the grid so that every column, 
every row and every 3x3 box contains the digits 1 to 9. Each set 
of cells joined by dotted lines must add up to the target number 
in its top-left corner. Within each set of cells joined by dotted 
lines, a digit cannot be repeated.

Need help with today’s puzzle? Call 0905 757 0143 to check the 
answers. Calls cost £1 per minute plus your telephone company’s 
network access charge. SP: Spoke, 0333 202 3390 (Mon-Fri 9am-5.30pm).

Cluelines Stuck on Sudoku, Killer or KenKen? Call 0901 293 
6263 before midnight to receive four clues for any of today’s 
puzzles. Calls cost £1 plus your telephone company’s network 
access charge. SP: Spoke, 0333 202 3390 (Mon-Fri 9am-5.30pm).

My friend from Zagreb, Marshall 
Lewis, showed me this slam from 
last Christmas’s Santa Invitational 
International Teams. Plan the play 
in 6♦ on ♠6 lead, East’s suit. 

Declarer, Lewis’s partner, won 
the ace of spades and cashed the 
ace-king of diamonds, East dis-
carding. Leaving the third dia-
mond outstanding, he cashed the 
ace-king-queen of clubs, discard-
ing his three remaining spades. He 
then led dummy’s heart (as good 
as anything at this juncture). 

East covered the jack of hearts 
with the queen but West made no 
mistake, overtaking with the ace to 
lead his third diamond. Declarer 
won dummy’s queen, ruffed a 
spade and ruffed a heart but had to 
hope the ten of clubs was falling 
under the jack. It was not, and that 
was one down, declarer losing the 
last trick to that ten. 

Declarer’s downfall was to cash 
a second diamond. The trouble is 
that he has to concede a heart, at 
which point West can lead his 
third diamond, preventing a sec-
ond black-suit ruff in hand.  

The winning line is to cash only 
one top diamond then follow with 
the ace-king-queen of clubs, shed-
ding your three remaining spades. 
Now concede the heart. Let West 
win the ace and lead a second dia-
mond (as above). However, you 
can win (East discarding) and cash 
the jack of clubs. If the ten has 
fallen, you can hurriedly draw 
West’s last trump, ruff dummy’s 
second spade and claim your slam 
(including the nine of clubs). 

On the layout, the ten of clubs 
doesn’t fall under the jack. 

However, you have the requisite 
two trumps in hand to ruff the sec-
ond spade and the nine of clubs 
(returning to dummy via heart 
ruffs). Slam made. 

Did declarer clearly misplay the 
slam? I’m not so sure. What if East 
had, say ♠KQJxx, ♥KQx, ♦J10, 
♣xxx? Failing to cash a second 
diamond (as well as the three top 
clubs) before conceding the heart 
will enable West to win the heart 
and promptly give partner a 
fourth-round club ruff. 

This is the It’s a Big Deal week, as 
the EBU joins up with Cancer 
Research UK. Go to 
www.ebu.co.uk/article/bridge-its-
big-deal-festival-updates  

andrew.robson@thetimes.co.uk

Contract: 6♦, Opening Lead: ♠ 6

Dealer: East, Vulnerability: Neither

N 
W     E 

S

                                                       1♠  
        Pass       Pass          5NT(1)   Pass         
        6♦(2)    End  
(1) In character, Marshall Lewis goes all-in. 
Most Norths bid 4NT here (big minor two-
suiter). 5NT shows an even bigger minor 
two-suiter. 
(2) There are plenty of worse zero-point 
hands to hold on this auction.

       S                W        N(Lewis)         E

♠KQJ87  

♥KQ83  

♦10  

♣742

Teams ♠A4  

♥J  

♦AKQ95  

♣AKQJ9

♠10952  

♥96542  

♦8742  

♣-

♠63  

♥A107  

♦J63  

♣108653

 Bridge Andrew Robson
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Sudoku 15,213

Killer 9668

Sudoku 15,214

Killer 9669

Sudoku 15,215

Quick Cryptic 2776

KenKen 6307

Codeword 5315

C A B B A G EW H I T E
C A R M X O S
L I M P O P O C U R R A N T
I E M L E A R O
F A R R I E R L A T V I A N
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I A C O
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H N L L I E E
D O U G L A S A D A M S

GK Crossword 250

1 Toto
2 Witch
3 Garland
4 Dorothy
5 Scarecrow

Cryptic 
Quintagram

  Today’s solutions



Fill the grid so that
every column, every
row and every 3x3
box contains the
digits 1 to 9. 5 4 8 6

8 4 6 1
4 7

1 2 3 6 5
9 2

1 4 5 7
2 6 3 8

3
5 4 3

1 8 9
1 2 8 5
9 5 6 2

6 7
2 3 7 5

8 2
3 6 9
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Sudoku Mild No 9138 Fiendish No 9139 Super fiendish No 9140

MindGames
29.06.17

Word watch
by Josephine
Balmer
Fichu
a A shawl
b Llama wool
c A photographic
record

Vaquero
a Dull
b A cowboy
c A meandering
question

Lehenga
a A stone circle
b A dance
c A skirt
Answers on page 15

1 2 7
3 8 4

6 9 8
5 6 4

2 4 7 5
9 7 2

4 1 6
5 4 1

3 6 9
Cluelines Stuck on Sudoku, Killer or KenKen? Call 0901 322 5005
before midnight to receive four clues for any of today’s puzzles. Calls cost 75p
plus your telephone company’s network access charge. SP: Spoke, 0333 202 3390 (Mon-Fri 9am-5.30pm).

The Times Daily Quiz by Olav Bjortomt

x xxxxx

Answers on page 15

The Times Sudoku Championship 2017
This week we launch The Times Sudoku
Championship 2017. This is your chance to
compete against thousands of other Sudoku
enthusiasts to win £1,000 and be declared The
Times Sudoku champion for 2017. Runners-up
will receive £200 for second place and £100 for
third place. A qualifying puzzle will be
published every day this week (Monday to
Friday) and the 20 fastest solvers for each
puzzle will be invited to compete at The Times
Sudoku Championship on Saturday, September
23 in London. On finals day, all entrants will
compete in two preliminary sessions for one of
12 places in the afternoon final.
Contestants should complete the

qualification puzzle against the clock. Send in
the completed puzzle with your contact details:
name, address, telephone number and email
address. Be sure to note the time taken on the
entry form, otherwise it will not be valid.
Entry is free but contestants who qualify and

accept their place in the final will be required
to pay a £25 entry fee.
All entries must be postmarked by Friday,

July 7. Contestants can enter each day, ie, up
to five times. All entrants will be notified of the
status of their entry by Friday, July 28.
Solutions will be published on Monday, July 10.

The Times Quick Cryptic No 863 by Flamande
Across
1 Potato chips ultimately

followed by dessert (4)
4 Slash cost of delicate material?

(8)
8 Form of classical language got

Linda confused (3,5)
9 A teachers’ union recalled one

in school? (4)
10 Legendary creature still seen

to west of island (4)
11 Colonists, people who pay

their debts? (8)
12 Type of play broadcast at once

(3-3)
14 American composer

responsible for Hair? (6)
16 Secret fascination of Miss

Wood, we hear (8)
18 Portion of corn served with

soft fruit (4)
19 Vehicle returned at eleven (4)
20 A box containing copper?

Absolutely right (8)
22 Money to be made in half-

term holiday (8)
23 Unwell, and so weak in the

end (4)

Down
2 Important part of diet for

adolescent, it’s said (7)
3 Group of model Hindus found

here? (5)
4 Allow any number to ignore

period of fasting (3)
5 Policeman’s list of wrongdoers?

(9)
6 Dog hunting vermin traps

large snake (7)
7 Cosmetic contained in

compact, one realises (5)
11 Class having old-fashioned aid

for technical drawing (3,6)
13 One enthralled by a celebrated

English dancer (7)
15 Resilient characters from

Castile (7)
17 Long period of time before

noon (5)
18 Dad taking teacher around

European capital (5)
21 Initially censor’s unlikely to

make excisions (3)

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

8 9

10 11

12 13 14 15

16 17 18

19 20 21

22 23

Qualifying puzzle No 4

Title/Name

Address

Time Taken

Telephone Number

Email

Times Newspapers Limited, publishers of The Times and The Sunday Times,
will keep you informed about special offers, promotions and information that
may be of interest to you. Please tick here if you do not want to receive these .

Your information will be used in accordance with our Privacy Policy which can
be found at www.newsprivacy.co.uk.

TERMS AND CONDITIONS: Entries for all preliminary puzzles must be
postmarked by Friday, July 7, 2017. Over 18 residents of the UK and ROI only.
One entry per person. The finalists will be the 20 fastest correct entries received
for each puzzle by the Promoter, excluding finalists selected from a previous
puzzle. In addition, the eight finalists from the 2016 finals will be given free
qualifying places for the 2017 championship. Promoter is Times Newspapers
Ltd.Not open to staff of thePromoter andpromotional partner or their families.
Entrants may enter each qualification puzzle, but only one entry per puzzle.
Entrants must state the time it took to solve the puzzle. Only published
qualification puzzles will be accepted as entries. Finals entrants will be notified
before July 28, 2017 andmust confirm their place accordingly. All finalists must
comply with the terms and conditions of the day. The winner will be the fastest
contestant to solve all four puzzles correctly in the grand final. Therewill be two
runners-up. The winner receives a trophy and a cheque for £1,000 and the
runners-up receive £200 for second place and £100 for third place. Amaximum
of 3000 entries will be accepted across all five qualifying puzzles. Finalists will
be responsible for their travel, accommodation and other expenses. Full T&Cs
are available at http://bit.ly/2rCSRbu

Send your entries to:

The Times Sudoku Championship
PO Box 7778
Colchester CO2 8WH

Yesterday’s solution is on page 15
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TRAIN TRACKS

CODEWORD

FUTOSHIKI

SUDOKU

Yesterday’s solutions
SAMURAI

KILLER

SUKO

Solutions in 
tomorrow’s Times2

Mini 
Sudoku
Fill in the grid so that 
every column, every 
row and every 3x2 
box contains the 
digits 1 to 6

Codeword
Every letter in the 
crossword-style grid, 
right, is represented by 
a number from 1 to 26. 
Each letter of the 
alphabet appears in 
the grid at least once. 
Use the letters already 
provided to work out 
the identity of further 
letters. Enter letters in 
the main grid and the 
smaller reference grid 
until all 26 letters of 
the alphabet have been 
accounted for. Proper 
nouns are excluded.

Suko

Place the numbers 1 to 9 in 
the spaces so that the 
number in each circle is 
equal to the sum of the four 
surrounding spaces, and 
each colour total is correct

2
1 6 3

6 2
2 1

4 5 2
6

Fill each grid so that every column, every row and every 3x3 box contains the digits 1 to 9. 
Where the puzzles overlap, the rows and columns do not go beyond their usual length.

Every day, Monday to Thursday, a page of extra 
puzzles to give your brain an extended workout
Samurai medium

Sudoku fiendish

Fill the grid so that every column, every row and 
every 3x3 box contains the digits 1 to 9. Each set of 
cells joined by dotted lines must add up to the target 
number in its top-left corner. Within each set of cells 
joined by dotted lines, a digit cannot be repeated.

Killer tricky

Train Tracks
Lay tracks to enable the train to travel 
from village A to village B. The numbers 
indicate how many sections of track go in 
each row and column. There are only 
straight sections and curved sections. The 
track cannot cross itself.

Futoshiki
Fill the blank squares so that every row and 
column contains each of the numbers 1 to 5 
once only. The symbols between the squares 
indicate whether a number is larger (>) or 
smaller (<) than the number next to it.

Solve Times puzzles interactively with 
same-day solutions at thetimes.com

MINI 
SUDOKU

5 6
3 4

3 2 4
4 1 3

1 2
3 1

1 4 2 3
5 6 2 1

6 1 5
5 6 2

6 3 5 4
2 5 4 6
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Fill the grid so that
every column, every
row and every 3x3
box contains the
digits 1 to 9. 5 4 8 6

8 4 6 1
4 7

1 2 3 6 5
9 2

1 4 5 7
2 6 3 8

3
5 4 3

1 8 9
1 2 8 5
9 5 6 2

6 7
2 3 7 5

8 2
3 6 9
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Sudoku Mild No 9138 Fiendish No 9139 Super fiendish No 9140

MindGames
29.06.17

Word watch
by Josephine
Balmer
Fichu
a A shawl
b Llama wool
c A photographic
record

Vaquero
a Dull
b A cowboy
c A meandering
question

Lehenga
a A stone circle
b A dance
c A skirt
Answers on page 15

1 2 7
3 8 4

6 9 8
5 6 4

2 4 7 5
9 7 2

4 1 6
5 4 1

3 6 9
Cluelines Stuck on Sudoku, Killer or KenKen? Call 0901 322 5005
before midnight to receive four clues for any of today’s puzzles. Calls cost 75p
plus your telephone company’s network access charge. SP: Spoke, 0333 202 3390 (Mon-Fri 9am-5.30pm).

The Times Daily Quiz by Olav Bjortomt

x xxxxx

Answers on page 15

The Times Sudoku Championship 2017
This week we launch The Times Sudoku
Championship 2017. This is your chance to
compete against thousands of other Sudoku
enthusiasts to win £1,000 and be declared The
Times Sudoku champion for 2017. Runners-up
will receive £200 for second place and £100 for
third place. A qualifying puzzle will be
published every day this week (Monday to
Friday) and the 20 fastest solvers for each
puzzle will be invited to compete at The Times
Sudoku Championship on Saturday, September
23 in London. On finals day, all entrants will
compete in two preliminary sessions for one of
12 places in the afternoon final.
Contestants should complete the

qualification puzzle against the clock. Send in
the completed puzzle with your contact details:
name, address, telephone number and email
address. Be sure to note the time taken on the
entry form, otherwise it will not be valid.
Entry is free but contestants who qualify and

accept their place in the final will be required
to pay a £25 entry fee.
All entries must be postmarked by Friday,

July 7. Contestants can enter each day, ie, up
to five times. All entrants will be notified of the
status of their entry by Friday, July 28.
Solutions will be published on Monday, July 10.

The Times Quick Cryptic No 863 by Flamande
Across
1 Potato chips ultimately

followed by dessert (4)
4 Slash cost of delicate material?

(8)
8 Form of classical language got

Linda confused (3,5)
9 A teachers’ union recalled one

in school? (4)
10 Legendary creature still seen

to west of island (4)
11 Colonists, people who pay

their debts? (8)
12 Type of play broadcast at once

(3-3)
14 American composer

responsible for Hair? (6)
16 Secret fascination of Miss

Wood, we hear (8)
18 Portion of corn served with

soft fruit (4)
19 Vehicle returned at eleven (4)
20 A box containing copper?

Absolutely right (8)
22 Money to be made in half-

term holiday (8)
23 Unwell, and so weak in the

end (4)

Down
2 Important part of diet for

adolescent, it’s said (7)
3 Group of model Hindus found

here? (5)
4 Allow any number to ignore

period of fasting (3)
5 Policeman’s list of wrongdoers?

(9)
6 Dog hunting vermin traps

large snake (7)
7 Cosmetic contained in

compact, one realises (5)
11 Class having old-fashioned aid

for technical drawing (3,6)
13 One enthralled by a celebrated

English dancer (7)
15 Resilient characters from

Castile (7)
17 Long period of time before

noon (5)
18 Dad taking teacher around

European capital (5)
21 Initially censor’s unlikely to

make excisions (3)

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

8 9

10 11

12 13 14 15

16 17 18

19 20 21

22 23

Qualifying puzzle No 4

Title/Name

Address

Time Taken

Telephone Number

Email

Times Newspapers Limited, publishers of The Times and The Sunday Times,
will keep you informed about special offers, promotions and information that
may be of interest to you. Please tick here if you do not want to receive these .

Your information will be used in accordance with our Privacy Policy which can
be found at www.newsprivacy.co.uk.

TERMS AND CONDITIONS: Entries for all preliminary puzzles must be
postmarked by Friday, July 7, 2017. Over 18 residents of the UK and ROI only.
One entry per person. The finalists will be the 20 fastest correct entries received
for each puzzle by the Promoter, excluding finalists selected from a previous
puzzle. In addition, the eight finalists from the 2016 finals will be given free
qualifying places for the 2017 championship. Promoter is Times Newspapers
Ltd.Not open to staff of thePromoter andpromotional partner or their families.
Entrants may enter each qualification puzzle, but only one entry per puzzle.
Entrants must state the time it took to solve the puzzle. Only published
qualification puzzles will be accepted as entries. Finals entrants will be notified
before July 28, 2017 andmust confirm their place accordingly. All finalists must
comply with the terms and conditions of the day. The winner will be the fastest
contestant to solve all four puzzles correctly in the grand final. Therewill be two
runners-up. The winner receives a trophy and a cheque for £1,000 and the
runners-up receive £200 for second place and £100 for third place. Amaximum
of 3000 entries will be accepted across all five qualifying puzzles. Finalists will
be responsible for their travel, accommodation and other expenses. Full T&Cs
are available at http://bit.ly/2rCSRbu

Send your entries to:

The Times Sudoku Championship
PO Box 7778
Colchester CO2 8WH

Yesterday’s solution is on page 15
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once only. The symbols between the squares 
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Fill the grid so that
every column, every
row and every 3x3
box contains the
digits 1 to 9. 5 4 8 6

8 4 6 1
4 7

1 2 3 6 5
9 2

1 4 5 7
2 6 3 8

3
5 4 3

1 8 9
1 2 8 5
9 5 6 2

6 7
2 3 7 5

8 2
3 6 9
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Sudoku Mild No 9138 Fiendish No 9139 Super fiendish No 9140

MindGames
29.06.17

Word watch
by Josephine
Balmer
Fichu
a A shawl
b Llama wool
c A photographic
record

Vaquero
a Dull
b A cowboy
c A meandering
question

Lehenga
a A stone circle
b A dance
c A skirt
Answers on page 15

1 2 7
3 8 4

6 9 8
5 6 4

2 4 7 5
9 7 2

4 1 6
5 4 1

3 6 9
Cluelines Stuck on Sudoku, Killer or KenKen? Call 0901 322 5005
before midnight to receive four clues for any of today’s puzzles. Calls cost 75p
plus your telephone company’s network access charge. SP: Spoke, 0333 202 3390 (Mon-Fri 9am-5.30pm).

The Times Daily Quiz by Olav Bjortomt

x xxxxx

Answers on page 15

The Times Sudoku Championship 2017
This week we launch The Times Sudoku
Championship 2017. This is your chance to
compete against thousands of other Sudoku
enthusiasts to win £1,000 and be declared The
Times Sudoku champion for 2017. Runners-up
will receive £200 for second place and £100 for
third place. A qualifying puzzle will be
published every day this week (Monday to
Friday) and the 20 fastest solvers for each
puzzle will be invited to compete at The Times
Sudoku Championship on Saturday, September
23 in London. On finals day, all entrants will
compete in two preliminary sessions for one of
12 places in the afternoon final.
Contestants should complete the

qualification puzzle against the clock. Send in
the completed puzzle with your contact details:
name, address, telephone number and email
address. Be sure to note the time taken on the
entry form, otherwise it will not be valid.
Entry is free but contestants who qualify and

accept their place in the final will be required
to pay a £25 entry fee.
All entries must be postmarked by Friday,

July 7. Contestants can enter each day, ie, up
to five times. All entrants will be notified of the
status of their entry by Friday, July 28.
Solutions will be published on Monday, July 10.

The Times Quick Cryptic No 863 by Flamande
Across
1 Potato chips ultimately

followed by dessert (4)
4 Slash cost of delicate material?

(8)
8 Form of classical language got

Linda confused (3,5)
9 A teachers’ union recalled one

in school? (4)
10 Legendary creature still seen

to west of island (4)
11 Colonists, people who pay

their debts? (8)
12 Type of play broadcast at once

(3-3)
14 American composer

responsible for Hair? (6)
16 Secret fascination of Miss

Wood, we hear (8)
18 Portion of corn served with

soft fruit (4)
19 Vehicle returned at eleven (4)
20 A box containing copper?

Absolutely right (8)
22 Money to be made in half-

term holiday (8)
23 Unwell, and so weak in the

end (4)

Down
2 Important part of diet for

adolescent, it’s said (7)
3 Group of model Hindus found

here? (5)
4 Allow any number to ignore

period of fasting (3)
5 Policeman’s list of wrongdoers?

(9)
6 Dog hunting vermin traps

large snake (7)
7 Cosmetic contained in

compact, one realises (5)
11 Class having old-fashioned aid

for technical drawing (3,6)
13 One enthralled by a celebrated

English dancer (7)
15 Resilient characters from

Castile (7)
17 Long period of time before

noon (5)
18 Dad taking teacher around

European capital (5)
21 Initially censor’s unlikely to

make excisions (3)

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

8 9

10 11

12 13 14 15

16 17 18

19 20 21

22 23

Qualifying puzzle No 4

Title/Name

Address

Time Taken

Telephone Number

Email

Times Newspapers Limited, publishers of The Times and The Sunday Times,
will keep you informed about special offers, promotions and information that
may be of interest to you. Please tick here if you do not want to receive these .

Your information will be used in accordance with our Privacy Policy which can
be found at www.newsprivacy.co.uk.

TERMS AND CONDITIONS: Entries for all preliminary puzzles must be
postmarked by Friday, July 7, 2017. Over 18 residents of the UK and ROI only.
One entry per person. The finalists will be the 20 fastest correct entries received
for each puzzle by the Promoter, excluding finalists selected from a previous
puzzle. In addition, the eight finalists from the 2016 finals will be given free
qualifying places for the 2017 championship. Promoter is Times Newspapers
Ltd.Not open to staff of thePromoter andpromotional partner or their families.
Entrants may enter each qualification puzzle, but only one entry per puzzle.
Entrants must state the time it took to solve the puzzle. Only published
qualification puzzles will be accepted as entries. Finals entrants will be notified
before July 28, 2017 andmust confirm their place accordingly. All finalists must
comply with the terms and conditions of the day. The winner will be the fastest
contestant to solve all four puzzles correctly in the grand final. Therewill be two
runners-up. The winner receives a trophy and a cheque for £1,000 and the
runners-up receive £200 for second place and £100 for third place. Amaximum
of 3000 entries will be accepted across all five qualifying puzzles. Finalists will
be responsible for their travel, accommodation and other expenses. Full T&Cs
are available at http://bit.ly/2rCSRbu

Send your entries to:

The Times Sudoku Championship
PO Box 7778
Colchester CO2 8WH

Yesterday’s solution is on page 15
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